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G&G PERMIT STIPULATIONS 
Minerals Management OCS Permit 07-08P 

 
 

• No solid or liquid explosives shall be used without specific approval. 
 

• Operations shall be conducted in a manner to assure that they will not cause pollution, cause 
undue harm to aquatic life, create hazardous or unsafe conditions, or unreasonably interfere 
with other uses of the area.  Any difficulty encountered with other uses of the area or any 
conditions which cause undue harm to aquatic life, pollution, or could create a hazardous or 
unsafe condition as a result of the operations under this permit shall be reported to the 
Supervisor.  Serious or emergency conditions shall be reported without delay. 

 
• Vessels should avoid concentrations or groups of whales.  Operators should, at all times, 

conduct their activities at a maximum distance from such concentrations of whales.   
 
• When a vessel is operated near a concentration of whales, the operator must take every 

precaution to avoid harassment of these animals.  Therefore, vessels should reduce speed 
when within 300 yards of whales and those vessels capable of steering around such groups 
should do so.  Vessels may not be operated in such a way as to separate members of a group 
of whales from other members of the group. 

 
• Vessel operators should avoid multiple changes in direction and speed when within 300 

yards of whales.  In addition, operators should check the waters immediately adjacent to a 
vessel to ensure that no whales will be injured when the vessel’s propellers (or screws) are 
engaged. 

 
• Small boats should not be operated at such a speed as to make collisions with whales likely.  

When weather conditions require, such as when visibility drops, vessels should adjust speed 
accordingly to avoid the likelihood of injury to whales. 

 
• When any Permittee becomes aware of the potentially harassing effects of operations on 

endangered whales, or when any Permittee is unsure of the best course of action to avoid 
harassment of endangered whales, every measure to avoid further harassment should be 
taken until the NMFS is consulted for instructions or directions.  However, human safety will 
take precedence at all times over the guidelines and distances recommended herein for the 
avoidance of disturbance and harassment of endangered whales. 

 
• Exclusion Zone – An exclusion zone around the oceanographic-survey sound source shall be 

free of marine mammals before the survey can begin and must remain free of marine 
mammals during the survey operations.  The purpose of the exclusion zone is to protect 
marine mammals from Level A harassment (injury) and Level B harassment (change of 
behavior).  No Level A harassment (injury) takes are likely to occur from the survey 
operations since the sound level from the sub-bottom profiler to be used in the survey is 182 
dB at the source.  Level B harassment (change of behavior) takes could occur if marine 
mammals come closer than 29 meters from the source.  The exclusion zone for the Hemis 
survey is 200 meters around the survey vessel. 
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• Monitoring of the Exclusion Zone – Individuals on the survey vessel shall continuously 
monitor the 200 meter exclusion zone around the survey vessel for the presence of marine 
mammals to maintain a marine-mammal-free exclusion zone and monitor for avoidance or 
take behaviors during the operation of the sub-bottom profiler.  If a marine mammal is 
observed in the exclusion zone, the sub-bottom profiler must be shut down until the 
exclusion zone is free of marine mammals. 

 
• Drilling Safety Zone – A 200 meter safety zone shall be free of marine mammals prior to 

starting drilling operations.  Drilling may start as soon as the zone has been visually cleared 
to be free of marine mammals. 

 
• Shut Down – The operation of the sub-bottom profiler shall be suspended until the exclusion 

zone is free of marine mammals.  If the sub-bottom profiler is completely powered down for 
any reason during nighttime or poor sighting conditions, it shall not be re-energized until 
daylight or whenever sighting conditions allow for the exclusion zone to be effectively 
monitored.  

 
• Reporting Requirements –In addition, operators must report immediately any shut downs due 

to a marine mammal entering the exclusion zone and provide the MMS with information on 
the frequency of occurrence and the types and behaviors of marine mammals (if possible to 
ascertain) entering the exclusion zone. 

 
• Survey and drilling vessels will minimize operations that require high-intensity work lights to 

minimize the potential for adverse impacts to marine birds. 
 
• High-intensity lights will be turned off in inclement weather when the drilling vessel is not 

actively conducting operations to minimize the potential for adverse impacts to marine birds; 
however, navigation lights, deck lights, and interior lights should remain on for safety. 

 
• All bird-vessel collisions shall be documented.  Minimum information will include species, 

date/time, location, weather, and operational status of the survey vessel when the strike 
occurred.  Photographs would be helpful to confirm species identification.  The USF&W 
does not recommend the treatment/transport of injured or dead birds due to the concerns 
about avian influenza. Bird collision information will be sent to MMS within 72 hours. 

 
• Historic resources including man-made objects or structures older than 50 years, such as 

shipwrecks, submerged structures, and aircraft may occur in the survey area.  In order to 
ensure that this Federally permitted action does not disturb historic archaeological resources 
as mandated in the National Historic Preservation Act and to inform the State Historic 
Preservation Officer of this action and potential for disturbing archaeological resources, a 
determination of the seafloor conditions will need to be made prior to commencement of 
drilling and coring operations in the Federal OCS.  This determination can be made with a 
combined magnetometer and seafloor imaging survey.  The seafloor imaging can be side 
scan sonar data or possibly sufficient seafloor transects with an underwater camera system so 
that any surface feature that may be manmade and historic, can be identified and avoided.  
More information on archaeological resources may be found in the MMS Handbook for 
Archaeological Resource Protection, which is available upon request or on the MMS web 
page at http://www.mms.gov/adm/rn239.pdf. 

http://www.mms.gov/adm/rn239.pdf
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• Report all magnetic anomalies and seafloor side-scan sonar contacts or camera images of 

unknown source.  This should include copies of the data, a map with the location of the 
survey lines (with shot points) and location of the proposed drilling site(s).  The report should 
contain: 

--A brief description of the navigational system with a statement of its estimated accuracy for 
the area. 

--A brief description of survey instrumentation including scale, sensitivity settings, and tow 
depths where appropriate. 

--A description of survey procedures including a statement of survey and recording quality, 
and a description of any problems which may affect the ability of the report preparation 
personnel to determine the potential for archaeological resources in the survey area. 




