
  

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Minerals Management Service 

Office of Public Affairs  

NEWS RELEASE 

  

MMS ISSUES PROPOSED OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF OIL AND GAS LEASING PROGRAM 2002-2007 AND DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 

The Minerals Management Service Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2002-2007 is now available. The program is accompanied by a 
draft environmental impact statement that presents the results of the environmental analysis of the proposed program. 

MMS is proposing to hold 20 oil and natural gas lease sales in the federal outer continental shelf between 2002 and 2007. It includes sales in the Gulf of Mexico’s 
Western, Central and part of the Eastern planning areas; and Alaska’s Beaufort Sea, Norton Basin, Cook Inlet/Shelik of Strait and the Chukchi Sea/Hope Basin. The 
proposed program does not include any areas currently under moratoria or presidential withdrawal. 

"Over the next 20 years, U.S. oil consumption will rise 33 percent, natural gas needs will grow more than 50 percent and demand for electricity will rise 45 percent," said 
MMS Acting Director, Thomas Kitsos. "The nation now relies on foreign imports for almost 60 percent of its oil. Last winter, heating bills for many families tripled and 
average natural gas heating costs in the Midwest rose 75 percent. We are hopeful that the program we are proposing will help address our nation’s need for clean and 
affordable energy." 

As required by law, the MMS is preparing a new 5-year program to succeed the current one that ends June 30, 2002. The proposed program is the third step in the 
lengthy planning process that began in December 2000 with a request for comments and information. In July 2001, as the second step, MMS issued a draft proposed 
program for public review and comment. These comments have been considered in the development of the proposed program, which will be available for comment for 
90 days, until Jan. 24, 2002. 

The agency is also seeking comments from the public for 90 days on the draft EIS. After the comment period closes on Jan. 24, 2002, the agency will prepare a proposed 
final program and final EIS to be issued in April 2002. Sixty days after the proposed final program is submitted to the President and Congress, the Secretary may approve 
the 5-year program for 2002-2007 to take effect on July 1, 2002. 

The proposed program decision document, which presents detailed information concerning the analyses and options on which the program is based, may be downloaded 
from the website at www.mms.gov, and comments may be sent by electronic mail to MMS5-year.document@mms.gov. Comments can also be mailed to 5-Year Program 
Manager, Minerals Management Service (MS-4430), 381 Elden St., Herndon, VA 22070. The MMS will accept hand deliveries at 1849 C Street, NW, Room 4227, 
Washington, D.C. Envelopes or packages should be marked "Comments on Proposed OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2002-2007." 

Written comments on the draft EIS should be mailed to the Minerals Management Service, 381 Elden Street, MS 4320, Herndon, Virginia 20170-4817, Attention: 
Richard Wildermann. MMS will accept hand deliveries at the Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street, NW, Room 4227, Washington, DC 20240. Envelopes or 
packages should be identified as "Comments on the 2002-2007 OCS Oil and Gas Program Draft EIS." MMS will also accept comments submitted by e-mail to: MMS 5-
year.eis@mms.gov. 

MMS will hold public hearings on the draft EIS in early December. Additional information with the dates, times and locations of the hearings is included in the attached 
fact sheet. 

MMS is the federal agency in the U.S. Department of the Interior that manages the nation's oil, natural gas and other mineral resources on the outer continental shelf in 
federal offshore waters. The agency also collects, accounts for and disburses mineral revenues from federal and Indian leases. These revenues totaled nearly $8 billion 
last year and more than $110 billion since the agency was created in 1982. Annually, nearly $1 billion from those revenues go into the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund for the acquisition and development of state and federal park and recreation lands. 

Proposed schedule of lease sales for 2002-2007: 

   

FOR RELEASE: October 26, 2001 CONTACT: Dian Lawhon 
(202) 208-3985 

Sale No. Area Year 

184 Western Gulf of Mexico 2002 

185 Central Gulf of Mexico 2003 

186 Beaufort Sea 2003 

187 Western Gulf of Mexico 2003 

188 Norton Basin 2003 
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The public hearings are scheduled as follows: 

PLACE: Anchorage, Alaska 

DATE/TIME: December 3, 2001, 7-9 p.m. 

LOCATION: Wilda Marston Theater, ZJ Loussac Public Library 

  

PLACE: Soldotna, Alaska 

DATE/TIME: December 4, 2001, 7-9 p.m. 

LOCATION: Kenai Peninsula Borough Conference Room 

  

PLACE: Kotzebue, Alaska 

DATE/TIME: December 4, 2001, 7-9 p.m. 

LOCATION: NW Arctic Borough Assembly Room 

NOTE: A teleconference will be held for this hearing with the village of Kivalina. 

  

PLACE: Homer, Alaska 

DATE/TIME: December 5, 2001, 7-9 p.m. 

LOCATION: City Council Chamber, 491 E. Pioneer Ave. 

NOTE: A teleconference will be held for this hearing with the villages of Nanwalek, Port Graham, and Seldovia. 

  

PLACE: Nome, Alaska 

DATE/TIME: December 5, 2001, 7-9 p.m. 

LOCATION: NW Campus University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

189 Eastern Gulf of Mexico 2003 

190 Central Gulf of Mexico 2004 

191 Cook Inlet/Shelikof Strait 2004 

192 Western Gulf of Mexico 2004 

193 Chukchi Sea/Hope Basin 2004 

194 Central Gulf of Mexico 2005 

195 Beaufort Sea 2005 

196 Western Gulf of Mexico 2005 

197 Eastern Gulf of Mexico 2005 

198 Central Gulf of Mexico 2006 

199 Cook Inlet/Shelikof Strait 2006 

200 Western Gulf of Mexico 2006 

201 Central Gulf of Mexico 2007 

202 Beaufort Sea 2007 

203 Chukchi Sea/Hope Basin 2007 
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NOTE: A teleconference will be held for this hearing with the villages of Elim, Gambell, Savoonga, Shaktoolik, Golovin, Kotlik, Koyuk, Nome Eskimo Community, 
Saint Michael, Solomon, Stebbins, Unalakleet, and Wales. 

  

PLACE: Kodiak, Alaska 

DATE/TIME: December 7, 2001, 7-9 p.m. 

LOCATION: Kodiak Island Borough Assembly Chambers 

NOTE: A teleconference will be held for this hearing with the villages of Afognak, Lesnoi Village, Ouzinkie Village, Port Lions Village. 

  

PLACE: Barrow, Alaska 

DATE/TIME: December 7, 2001, 7-9 p.m. 

LOCATION: North Slope Borough Assembly Room 

NOTE: A teleconference will be held for this hearing with the villages of Atqasuk, Kaktovik, Nuiqsut, Point Hope, Point Lay, and Wainwright. 

  

PLACE: Houston, Texas 

DATE/TIME: December 10, 2001, 1-3 p.m. 

LOCATION: Houston Airport Marriott, 18700 Kennedy Blvd. 

  

PLACE: New Orleans, Louisiana 

DATE/TIME: December 11, 2001, 1-3 p.m. 

LOCATION: Minerals Management Service, 1201 Elmwood Park Blvd. 

  

PLACE: Mobile, Alabama 

DATE/TIME: December 12, 2001, 1-3 p.m. and 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

LOCATION: Adams Mark Hotel, 64 South Water Street 

The contact person for the Alaska hearings is Robin Cacy, phone (907) 271-6070. The contact person for the hearings in Houston, New Orleans, and Mobile is Janet 
Diaz, phone (504) 736-2540. 

Interested individuals, representatives of organizations, and public officials who wish to testify at the public hearings are requested to notify the appropriate contact 
person at least five days prior to the hearing. Time limitations may make it necessary to limit the length of each oral presentation to ten minutes or less. Hearings will 
recess when all speakers have had an opportunity to testify. If there are no additional speakers, the hearing will adjourn immediately after the recess. 

An oral statement may be supplemented by a more complete written statement, which should be submitted to the hearing officer at the time of the oral presentation. After 
the presentation of oral statements by those who have pre-registered, if time is available during the hearing period, other individuals will be given an opportunity to be 
heard. 

  

Tentative Schedule of Lease Sale Steps 

(Subject to Change) 

Proposed 5-Year Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2002-2007 

  

Key to Abbreviations 

   
CALL/ Call for Information and Nominations/
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* This sale will not have a sale-specific EIS. It is a "special" sale for which MMS will complete an EA. 

** These sales will not have a sale-specific EIS. Each will have an EA based on an initial multisale EIS. 

*** These sales will not have an EA. Each will be wholly covered by an EIS. 

Note: After multi-sale Calls are issued for all Beaufort Sea and Cook Inlet sales, Requests for Interest will be issued for Sales 195, 199 and 202 

  

RFI Request for Interest EA Environmental Assessment 
AREA ID Area Identification CD Consistency Determination 
  

DEIS 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement   

PNS

  

Proposed Notice of Sale 
  

FEIS 

Final Environmental Impact Statement

NOS Notice of Sale

  

ALASKA SALES 

CALL/RFI AREA ID DEIS HEARINGS FEIS EA CD PNS NOS SALE 

Beaufort Sea 

Sale 186 

  

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

05/02 

  

07/02 

  

02/03 

  

*** 

  

02/03 

  

02/03 

  

08/03 

  

09/03 

Norton Basin 

Sale 188 11/01 01/02 

  

* 

  

* * 

  

09/02 

  

11/02 

  

11/02 

  

03/03 

  

04/03 

Cook Inlet Sale 191 

12/01 

  

02/02 

  

11/02 01/03 

  

11/03 

  

*** 

  

11/03 

  

11/03 

  

04/04 05/04 

Chukchi Sea/Hope Basin 

Sale 193 05/02 07/02 04/03 

  

06/03 04/04 *** 04/04 04/04 09/04 10/04 

Beaufort Sea 

Sale 195 10/03 12/03 

  

** 

  

** 

  

** 

  

08/04 

  

10/04 

  

10/04 

  

02/05 03/05 

Cook Inlet 

Sale 199 12/04 02/05 ** ** ** 10/05 12/05 12/05 04/06 05/06 

Beaufort Sea 

Sale 202 10/05 12/05 

  

** ** ** 08/06 10/06 10/06 02/07 03/07 

Chukchi Sea/Hope Basin 

Sale 203 12/04 02/05 11/05 01/06 11/06 *** 11/06 11/06 04/07 05/07 

GULF OF MEXICO 

SALES 

CALL AREA ID DEIS HEARINGS FEIS EA CD PNS NOS SALE 

Western GOM 

Sale 184 

  

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

† 

  

† 

  

† 

  

03/02 

  

03/02 

  

04/02 

  

07/02 

  

08/02 

Central GOM 

Sale 185 

  

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

04/02 

  

06/02 

  

11/02 

  

†† 

  

11/02 

  

11/02 

  

02/03 

  

03/03 

Western GOM Sale 187   

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

04/02 

  

06/02 

  

11/02 

  

†† 

  

03/03 

  

04/03 

  

07/03 

  

08/03 

Eastern GOM 

Sale 189 
01/02 

  

05/02 

  

11/02 

  

01/03 

  

06/03 

  

†† 

  

06/03 

  

07/03 

  

10/03 
12/03 

Central GOM                     
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† This sale will not have a sale-specific EIS. It will have an EA based on the multisale EIS for Western GOM sales from 1998 through 2001. 

†† These sales will not have an EA. Each will be wholly covered by an EIS. 

Note: Milestones and the approach to NEPA review for Eastern Gulf Sale 197 are subject to reconsideration following additional program decisions and consultations. 

-MMS-  

MMS Internet website address: http://www.boem.gov 

Sale 190 09/01 11/01 04/02 06/02 11/02 10/03 10/03 11/03 02/04 03/04 

Western GOM 

Sale 192 

  

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

04/02 

  

06/02 

  

11/02 

  

03/04 

  

03/04 

  

04/04 

  

07/04 

  

08/04 

Central GOM 

Sale 194 

  

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

04/02 

  

06/02 

  

11/02 

  

10/04 

  

10/04 

  

11/04 

  

02/05 

  

03/05 

Western GOM 

Sale 196 

  

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

04/02 

  

06/02 

  

11/02 

  

03/05 

  

03/05 

  

04/05 

  

07/05 

  

08/05 

Eastern GOM 

Sale 197 

  

01/02 

  

05/02 

  

11/02 

  

01/03 

  

06/03 

  

10/04 

  

10/04 

  

11/04 

  

02/05 

  

03/05 

Central GOM 

Sale 198 

  

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

04/02 

  

06/02 

  

11/02 

  

10/05 

  

10/05 

  

11/05 

  

02/06 

  

03/06 

Western GOM 

Sale 200 09/01 11/01 

  

04/02 

  

06/02 11/02 03/06 03/06 04/06 07/06 08/06 

Central GOM 

Sale 201 

  

09/01 

  

11/01 

  

04/02 

  

06/02 

  

11/02 

  

10/06 

  

10/06 

  

11/06 

  

02/07 

  

03/07 
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