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Cape Wind Energy Project 

 

Project Description 
The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has issued Cape Wind Associates, LLC (CWA) a 
commercial lease to construct and operate a wind energy facility on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
offshore Massachusetts. The facility will include up to 130 Siemens 3.6 megawatt (MW) wind turbine 
generators, each with a maximum blade height of 440 feet, on Horseshoe Shoal in Nantucket Sound.  
The project is located in Federal waters between �����‰�������}���U���D���Œ�š�Z���[�•���s�]�v���Ç���Œ���U�����v�����E���v�š�µ���l���š���/�•�o���v���X�� 
The �(�����]�o�]�š�Ç�[�•��total nameplate capacity will be 468 MWs, and with an average anticipated output of 174 
MW, it will supply up to 75% of the electricity needs of Cape Cod and �š�Z�����/�•�o���v���•���}�(���D���Œ�š�Z���[�•���s�]�v���Ç���Œ����
and Nantucket. 
 

Current Status 
With the approval of a Construction and Operations Plan (COP) and a completed Facility Design Report 
(FDR) and Fabrication and Installation Report (FIR), Cape Wind Associates has satisfied almost all of 
���K���D�[�•���Œ���P�µ�o���š�}�Œ�Ç���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���u���v�š�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����‰�o���v�v�]�v�P�����v���������•�]�P�v���}�(�����v���}�(�(�•�Z�}�Œ�����Á�]�v�����‰�}�Á���Œ���(�����]�o�]�š�Ç�X���d�Z���Œ����
are some remaining lease stipulations and conditions of COP approval that CWA must satisfy, and CWA 
must post decommissioning financial assurance in accordance with 30 C.F.R. § 585.517.  The project is 
undergoing litigation, which could impact the overall schedule.  On Feb. 26, 2015, CWA submitted a 
request for a 2-year lease suspension, citing project delays caused by difficulties with obtaining project 
financing.  BOEM approved the lease suspension on July 24, 2015. The lease suspension expires on July 
24, 2017, at which point the operating term of the lease again commences. 
 

Project History and Milestones 
�x In November 2001, CWA submitted an application to the Army Corps of Engineers, which 

assumed the lead federal regulatory role under the River and Harbors Act.   

�x In August 2002, the Army Corps issued a permit for Cape Wind to construct a meteorological 
tower to measure wind speeds and gather meteorological data. The tower was constructed in 
2002 and still operates today. 

�x In November 2004, the Army Corps issued a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
construction of a wind power facility.   

�x The Energy Policy Act of 2005 gave lead Federal regulatory authority to the Department of the 
Interior.  The former Minerals Management Service (MMS) took the lead role, and CWA applied 
for a commercial lease from the bureau on September 14, 2005.  

�x The Cape Wind proposal was grandfathered by a savings clause in Section 388 of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005, exempting the project from competition, a process typically required under 
the renewable energy regulations at 30 C.F.R. § 585.211. 

�x The Cape Wind draft EIS was published on January 18, 2008 and the final EIS was published on 
January 21, 2009. The analysis determined that impacts are expected to be mostly negligible to 
minor. Overall, the project is not expected to have a negative impact on the biological, physical, 


