
BOEM ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROGRAM: Ongoing Studies 
 
Region: Alaska 
 
Planning Area(s): North Aleutian Basin 
 
Title: Subsistence Study for North Aleutian Basin (AK-08-06) 
 
BOEM Information Need(s) to be Addressed:  The proposed North Aleutian Basin (NAB) 
sale area (or areas adjacent) supports very important commercial and subsistence fisheries, 
provides habitat to numerous marine mammals, and is an important migration and staging area 
for internationally important waterfowl.  Subsistence is a major and sensitive component of the 
social and economic system of the area potentially affected by proposed offshore oil and gas 
leasing in the NAB.  The information from this study will be used for pre- and post-sale 
NEPA/EIS analysis, documentation, and mitigation of potential effects of OCS exploration.  
Study results will also serve as community baselines to monitor and mitigate any significant 
future changes in subsistence activities over time. 
 
Total Cost:  $339,793 Period of Performance:  FY 2009-2012 
 
Conducting Organization: Idaho State University 
 
BOEM Contact:  Chris Campbell 
 
Description: 
Background:  More than 20 communities in the SW Alaska-Bristol Bay area rely heavily on 
subsistence or commercial fisheries.  For example, Dutch Harbor processes a peak of 70 million 
lbs. per week - ½ the total US annual catch and is the largest seafood port in the world.  It would 
be difficult to identify an area in the Bering Sea, or possibly anywhere in the world that has 
greater fisheries, protected species, or human use issues than this proposed sale area.  The MMS-
sponsored “North Aleutian Basin Information Status and Research Planning Meeting” recently 
identified 31 studies that could provide useful information to upcoming National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental Impact Statements, analysis of potential mitigation of 
impacts, and post-sale needs such as for use in NEPA reviews of exploration or development 
plans.  Of those, this study profile has been identified by the Alaska OCS Region as a highly 
time-sensitive and important decision-applicable information need, and of such mission 
importance that it should be initiated as soon as possible to assure information availability if 
NAB remains in the proposed 5 year program.  This study would provide key subsistence 
baseline data for the region.  There is an acute need for information in the vicinity of False Pass, 
Nelson Lagoon, Port Heiden, and other representative communities.  Phase I of the study is 
intended to initiate data collection in those named communities most proximate to the proposed 
sale area where exploration activities may soon occur.  Later phases are anticipated that will 
increase the range of surveyed communities to establish a broader regional baseline, as potential 
exploration or development in the NAB achieve greater definition. 
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Objectives: 
• Gather current household and community data on subsistence harvest and sharing 

activities. 
• Supplement survey data with local ethnographic and qualitative context, including 

household economics and local/traditional knowledge. 
• Identify predominant patterns of subsistence activities by household and community, and 

identify approximate ranges of variation. 
 
Methods:  All phases of this study shall be conducted in close collaboration with the BOEM and 
relevant stakeholder institutions at the regional and community level.  Researchers will conduct a 
focused literature search to review and assess the current state of knowledge about subsistence 
food harvest and distribution behaviors in the region of interest.  The researchers will create and 
implement a survey instrument as appropriate for the study objectives, and obtain formal 
approval to use it from the US Office of Management and Budget.  The researchers shall also 
conduct focused ethnographic fieldwork on subsistence food harvest and sharing behaviors in 
host communities.  The researchers shall comprehensively analyze the quantitative and 
qualitative field data to achieve interpretation and explanation of relevant behaviors and submit 
the full analysis in a final technical report. 
 
Current Status: Ongoing 
 
Final Report Due: December 2012 
 
Publications Completed: None 
 
Affiliated WWW Sites: http://www.boem.gov/akstudies/  
 
Revised Date:  July 2012 
 
ESPIS: Environmental Studies Program Information System 
All completed ESP studies can be found 
here: http://www.data.boem.gov/homepg/data_center/other/espis/espisfront.asp 
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