
BOEM ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROGRAM: Ongoing Studies 
 
Region: Pacific OCS Region 
 
Planning Area: Washington, Oregon and Northern California 
 
Title: Oregon Marine Renewable Energy Science Conference 
 
BOEM Information Need(s) to be Addressed:   
 
Total BOEM Cost: $150,000 Period of Performance:  FY 2012-2013 
 
Conducting Organization:   Oregon State University 
 
Principal Investigator: Drs. George Boehlert and Sara Henkel 
 
BOEM Contact: Mary Elaine Helix 

 

Description: 
Background: The State of Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development 
requested that BOEM conduct a scientific conference to discuss marine renewable 
energy development in the OCS off Oregon, in particular, to “ensure a solid technical 
foundation is in place” as the basis for their decisions regarding the environmental 
affects of future renewable energy OCS development.  They believe that there is a need 
to expand the range of experts who need to be engaged in order to be successful. 
 
The purpose of this award is to better inform BOEM and other State and Federal 
regulatory agencies regarding available information and data gaps as they relate to 
evaluating environmental effects of renewable energy on the OCS offshore Oregon. It will 
also facilitate communication and collaborative relationships between experts from 
academia, other Federal agencies, affected State and tribal Governments and other 
stakeholders. We intend to procure this in accordance with the Northwest Cooperative 
Ecosystem Studies Unit. 
 
Objectives:  The main objectives of this effort are to coordinate and conduct a two-day 
scientific conference in order to: 
1) Develop an understanding of the available information regarding the analysis of 

impacts of wave energy projects on the OCS offshore Oregon and gaps in that 
understanding,  

2) Prioritize the information needs, and 
3) Identify valid approaches to filling those gaps. 
 
Methods:  BOEM will take the lead in working with identified members of the BOEM 
Oregon Renewable Energy State/Federal Taskforce to develop an agenda for this meeting 
and establish dates and times for this to occur. The consultant would assist BOEM by 
providing space, attending to logistics, identifying potential scientific speakers as 
appropriate, and preparing pre- and post- information materials. 
 
 
 
 



Current Status: Planned New Start. NOFA released and proposal 
 received. 
 
Final Report Due: 2013 
 
Publications Completed:         None at this time 
 
Affiliated WWW sites:                     None at this time. 
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