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Description 
Background:  A major part of NEPA analysis relating to OCS renewable energy program 
decisions is the consideration of competing uses of the areas being considered for leasing 
and development.  In planning efforts related to issuing commercial wind leases off 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island commercial fishing has emerged as the most significant 
competing use issue, and BOEM anticipates that it will be a significant issue in other 
Atlantic Coast states as well.  BOEM has learned that the aspects of offshore wind 
generation activity that are of utmost concern to the commercial fishing industry relate to 
the actual layout and operation of offshore wind facilities, and transmission lines and 
their compatibility with fishing practices.  However, because BOEM’s NEPA procedure 
will not thoroughly assess socio-economic impacts of an offshore wind facility until the 
submission of a site-specific submission of a Construction and Operations Plan, 
consideration and possible resolution of related competing use issues would be deferred 
unless an alternative mechanism for addressing such issues is instituted prior to COP 
submission.  
 
Objective:  The objective of this contract is to formulate—in close consultation with 
representatives of affected commercial and recreational fishing interests and offshore 
wind energy developers—best management practices and mitigation measures to offset 
impacts and foster compatible use of areas of the OCS for analysis and decision making 
under NEPA.  The contractor must facilitate discussions between the two principal 
stakeholders, as well as among other interested and affected parties including federal, 
state, and local government officials to arrive at recommended best practices and 
mitigation measures related to commercial fishing that may be incorporated in NEPA 
reviews relating to leasing, site characterization and site assessment, and construction and 
operations of OCS renewable energy projects.  Furthermore, these facilitated meetings 
will encourage an open dialogue and foster the building of relationships between offshore 
wind energy developers, commercial fishing interests, and government regulators. 
 

mailto:brian.hooker@boem.gov


Methods:  In order to effectively engage the fishing industry and its many fisheries and 
technologies, as well as wind energy developers, eight stakeholder workshops will be 
held from Maine through North Carolina to allow for dialogue among the parties. The 
goal will be to identify the very best, on‐the‐ground knowledge, information, and data to 
develop a robust set of BMPs for reducing conflicts. Workshops have been scheduled 
during the winter to avoid peak fishing season to the extent possible. The workshops will 
be half‐day working sessions. 
 
After completion of the eight stakeholder workshops, the findings and results of the 
outreach will be documented in a report and made available to the public. This report will 
include: 

• BMPs and mitigation measures suggested during the outreach meetings; 
• Measures identified in studies, currently proposed projects, and European 

offshore construction practice; and 
• Relevance for reducing potential fisheries/wind energy conflicts in Atlantic 

offshore areas and use for future BOEM NEPA decision‐making actions for OCS 
renewable energy leasing and development. 

 
BOEM Information Need(s) to be Addressed:  The development of best management 
practices and mitigation measures to offset impacts to commercial and recreational 
fishers and foster compatible use of areas of the OCS for analysis and decision making 
under NEPA. 
 
Current Status:  Interim Report (Phase I) received March 21, 2012.  
 
Meetings are currently scheduled for the following dates and times: 
City/State Date Time Location 
Virginia 
Beach, VA 

October 12, 
2012 

1:00 – 4:45 
p.m.  

 Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center 

Chatham, MA  October 29, 
2012 

4:00 – 8:00 
p.m. 

Town of Chatham Community Center 

New Bedford, 
MA  

October 30, 
2012 

4:00 – 8:00 
p.m. 

TBD 

Kingston, RI   November 16, 
2012 

4:00 – 8:00 
p.m.  

University of Rhode Island – Graduate School 
of Oceanography 

Ocean City, 
MD 

January 11, 
2013 

2:00 – 6:00 
p.m. 

Ocean Pines Library  

Morehead 
City, NC 

January 22, 
2013 

1:00 – 5:00 
p.m. 

Morehead City Train Depot 

Atlantic City, 
NJ  

February 6, 
2013 

1:00 – 5:00 
p.m. 

Galloway  Township Library 

Portland, ME March 6, 2013 5:30 – 9:30 
p.m.  

Portland-Riverton Community Center 

 
 
Final Report Due:  May 3, 2014 
 



Publications:  None 
 
Affiliated Web Sites:  None 
 
Revised Date:  August 22, 2012 
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