Billing Code: 4310MR
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Ocean Energy Managemen
[Docket No. BOEM-2018-0016]

Atlantic Wind Lease Sale A (ATLW -4A) Commercial Leasing for Wind Power on
the Outer Continental Shelf OffshoreMassachusett§ Proposed Sale Notice

AGENCY : Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Interior.

ACTION : Proposed Sale Notice.

SUMMARY : This document is the Proposed Sale Notice (P8Nihke sale of
commercialwind energyleasa on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) offshore
MassachusettipursuantttheBur eau of Ocean EBOEM)gy Managen
regulations. BOEMroposes to offer for sate/o leases Lease OCSA 0502and Lease
OCSA 0503 which arethe samé_ease Area$lA) thatwere unsold during the Atlantic
Wind Lease Sald (ATLW-4) onJaruary29, 2015 In this PSN, you will find
information pertaining tthe areaavailable for leasing, proposed lease provisems
conditions, auction details, lease form, criteria for evaluating competing bids, award
procedures, appeal procedures, and lease execution. BOEM puhilescomment
during a 66day comment period followingublication ofthis notice. The issuancef the
proposedeasegesuling from thissale would not constitute approval of projspecific
plans to develop offshore wind energy. Such plans, expected to be submtitied by
auction winner(s)would be subject to subsequent environmentaltacbncal reviews
prior to a decisiolny BOEMto approvedevelopment.

DATES: Comments should be submitted electronically or postmarked no later than

[INSERT DATE 60 DAYSAFTER DATE OFPUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL



REGISTER All comments received or postmarkedring the comment period will be
made available to the public and considered prior to publication of the Final Sale Notice
(FSN).

Entities wishing to participate as a bidder in the proposed Massachusetts
lease sale must respond to this notice by the enfilthe 60day comment period If
an entity was previously identified as a qualified bidder in the Final Sale Notice for
ATLW -4, then they must: 1) affirm their interest in acquiring LAs OCS -A 0502
and/or 0503;2) notify BOEM of any adverse material changs to their financial
and/or technical qualifications, including bankruptcies; and 3)provide any updates
to their legal qualifications card.

An entity is exempted fromfiling a new qualifications package for this
proposed lease salé it has alreadyfil ed qualification materials with BOEM for the
two unsold LAs sincethe first Massachusetts lease sale on January 29, 2015
(ATLW -4).

All other entities not yet qualified, but wishing to participate as bidders in
the proposed lease sale, must submit qualification materials by the end of the- @8y
comment period.

Qualification materials musbe postmarked no later thHNSERT DATE 60
DAYS AFTER DATE OFPUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGSTER.
ADDRESSES Potential auction participants, Federal, state, and local government
agencies, tribal governments, and other interested parties are requested to submit their

written comments on the PSN in one of the following ways:



1. Electronically. http://www.regulations.govl n t he entry entitl ed
Keyword or | BE2018-00e6theneclickiB@EM c h . 0 Foll ow
instructions to submit public comments.

2. Written Commentsin written form, delivered by hand or by mail, encbsean
envelopd abel ed @ MassacleusetBsS NoonOffice of Renewable
Energy Programs, Bureau of Ocean Energy Managed&6®0 Woodland Road
VAM -OREP, Sterling, Virginia 20166

3. Qualifications Materials Those submitting qualificatiormaaterialsfor the first
time, or previously qualified bidders reaffirming their interest in bidding on a
lease offshore Massachusesiispuld contacieff Browning BOEM Office of
Renewable Energy Progrard§600 Woodland RoaWAM -OREP, Sterling,

Virginia 20166 (703) 7871577, orjeffrey.browning@boem.govif you wish to
protect the confidentiality of your commemtisqualification materialsclearly
mark the relevant sections and request that BOEM treat them as confidential.
Please label privileged or confidemtt i nf or mat i o Qonmainst h t he ¢
Conf i dent i adnddonsifieo submitting sach imformation as a separate
attachment.Treatment of confidential information is addressed in the section of
this PSNentitled fiProtection of Privileged or @didentiall nf or mat i on. 0
Information that is not labeled as privileged or confidential will be regarded by
BOEM as suitable for public release.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT : Jeff Browning BOEM Office of
Renewable Energy Progrand§600 Woodland Roa¥,AM -OREP, Sterling, Virginia

20166, (703) 78%1577 or jeffrey.browning@boem.gov



AUTHORITY : This PSN is published pursuant to subsection 8(p) of tlierO
ContinentalShelf (OCS)LandsAct (43 U.S.C8 1337(p)) as amended by section 388 of
the Energy Placy Act of 2005 (EPAct)and the implementing regulations at 30 CFR Part
585,including30 CFR 585.215And30 CFR585216.

BACKGROUND:

Area for ProposedLeasing

Thetwo LAs (OCSA 0502 and OCSA 0503)described for leasing in this P3ixethe
sameLAsthatwere unsoldn ATLW-4 on Jaruary 29, 2015 seeAtlantic Wind Lease

Sale 4Final Sale Noticavailable at:https://www.boem.gov/MAFSNJ). Detailed
information regardingthekAs i s provi ded i n the section el
Leasing. o

Environmental Reviews

On November 2, 2012, BOEM published a Notice of Availability (NOA) for the
Commercial Wind Lease Issuance and Site Assessment Activities on the Atlantic Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) Offshore Massachudettdaronmental AssessmdiA) (77 FR
66185) with a 3@lay public comment perib BOEM receive@5 comments, which are
available at:http://www.boem.gov/RenewablenergyProgram/State
Activities/MA/CommercialWind-LeasingOffshoreMassachusetts.aspXoncurrently

with its preparan of the EABOEM conducted consultatiamder the Endangered
Species Act (ESAXhe MagnusonrStevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(MSFCMA), and the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMBPEM prepared and
executed a programmatic agreement (RAguide its consultations undexcsion 106 of

the National hstoric Preservation Act (NHPA). The PA provides for consultations to



continue t hr ou gnmakitg Oréchts egaiegahe sapproval, approval
with modification, or disapproval of alese 6 s Si t e Assessment Pl an
for phased identification and evaluation of historic properties.
Based on the public commeme&eivedn response to the EA, the conclusion of
required consultations, and public outreach and information ngeseBOEMmade
certain revisions to thdovember 201ZA. As a result ofts analysis in the revised EA,
BOEM issweda Fnding of No Significant ImpadFONSI)on Junel8, 2014(79 FR
117) TheCommercial Wind Lease Issuance and Site Assessment Actimities
Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Offshore Massachusetts Revised Environmental
Assessmerind the FONStan be found athttp://www.boem.gov/RenewabEnergy

Program/Statéctivities/MA/CommercialWind-LeasingOffshoreMassachusetts.aspx

BOEM hasevaluated the new information aoldanged circumstances sirtbe
FONSI was publisheé@ndhasdetermined they would not result in significantly different
environmental effects than those described inJthree 2014 revise&A. The existing
National Environmental Policy AciNEPA) analysesand associated consultations
adequately assess tteasonably foreseeal@@vironmeral effects of the issuance of
commercial leaseand associated site characterization activity in the MassachWéatts
EnergyArea WEA), which includes the areas that BOEM proposes to lease in this
notice It is thereforeunnecessary for BOEM to perform further NEPA analysis prior to

issuing two additional commercial leaseishin the Massachusetts WEA.

While thereisnochamgy t o t he EA®&ds i mpact anal ysi s

recreational fisheries, BOEM has elected to include a lease stipulation to ensure the



Lessee would coordinatkeir activities withand communicate with commercial and
recreational fishermen. Prior to theveélopment of this lease stipulation, BOEM had

been successful in using its review of survey plans and approval of SAPs to ensure that
fisheries liaisons are identified and that lessees are communicating with potentially
affected fishing groups. Nevertless, BOEM included the same stipulation in the New

York Lease (OCSA 0512), and it has determined that this lease stipulation is also

prudent for these proposed leases offshore Massachusetts given the importance of fishing
to the economies of Southern N&ngland states. The specific lease stipulation is as

follows:

Fisheries Communications Plan (FCP) and Fisheries Liaison. The Lessee must
develop a publicly available FCP that describes the strategies that the Lessee intends to
use for communicating wifiisheries stakeholders prior to and during activities in
support of the submission of a plan. The FCP must include the contact information for
an individual retained by the Lessee as its primary point of contact with fisheries

stakeholders (i.e., Fishegd.iaison).

BOEM will conduct aditional envirmmental reviewsipon receiptofée s s ee 6 s
proposed projeespecific plans, such asSs\P or Construdbn and Operations Plan
(COP).
PARTICIPATION IN THE PROPOSED LEASE SALE

Entities wishing to participat@ the proposed sale described in this notice must
respond to BOEM as described below duringg@elaycomment period. Entitiehat

gualified to participate in the first Massachusetts leasgAdleW -4) held on January






