
United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY

MANAGEMENT, REGULATION, AND ENFORCEMENT
Alaska Outer Continental Shelf Region

3801 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 500
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5823

SEP 13 2010

Mr. Joseph Gagliardi
Director, Arctic Solutions & Technology
ION Geophysical Corporation
2105 CityWest Boulevard, Suite 900
Houston, Texas 77042

Dear Mr. Gagliardi:

On February 10, 2010, ION submitted an application to the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management, Regulation, and Enforcement (BOEMRE) to obtain a Geological and Geophysical
(G&G) permit under the 30 CFR 251 regulations to conduct geophysical exploration operations
on certain Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) lands. The activity is in the Beaufort and Chukchi
Seas as shown on the map accompanying your application. Your application specified that Octio
Geophysical AS will be your service providing company and will conduct the subject operations
using the vessels described in the Operation Plan. Operations are proposed to begin on or after
September 25, 2010, and will be completed on or before December 15, 2010. The proposed
survey program consists of 2D marine seismic acquisition using airguns with concurrent
magnetic and gravity data collection.

Your application submittal states that ION Geophysical Corporation has requested an Incidental
Harassment Authorization (IHA) from National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for whales
and pinnipeds, and a Letter of Authorization (LOA) from US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) for polar bears and walrus. The BOEMRE requires a copy of the IHA and LOA
authorizations and the Incidental Take Statements (ITS) prior to ION conducting seismic
operations. The IHA from NMFS and the LOA from USFWS are in place to resolve
subsistence-related concerns and to insure that impacts to marine mammals are not significant.
The procedures outlined in these authorizations are required to avoid conflict with subsistence
activities which may be conducted during a portion of the time proposed for this seismic
operation.

OCS Permit 10-03 is hereby granted to conduct geophysical exploration operations on the OCS
in the area and manner described in the application. A detailed track map of planned operations
must be submitted to this office prior to the start of seismic operations. All operations are
subject to the enclosed stipulations (see enclosure 1) and approved Permit for Geophysical
Exploration for Mineral Resources on the OCS. The specific mitigating measures identified in
the NMFS IHA and USFWS LOA will apply and will take precedence over any BOEMRE

















A. General Information

1. The activity will be conducted by:

Octio Geophysical, AS

Service Company Name

Solheimsgaten 13

Address

N-5058 BERGEN Norway
City, State, Zip

+47 55 383000
Telephone/FAX Numbers

info@octio.com
E-Mail Address

2. The purpose of the activity is: ®

n

For
ION Geophyical

Purchaser(s) ofthe Data

2105 CltyWest BLVD

Address

Houston, TX, 77042

City, State, Zip

713-789-7250

Telephone/FAX Numbers

joe.gagliardi@iongeo.com
E-Mail Address

Mineral exploration

Scientific research

3. Describe the environmental effects ofthe proposedactivity, including potential adverse effects on
marine life and what steps are planned to minimize these adverse effects (use continuation sheets
as necessary):
No adverse effects. Softstart procedures will be followed. A marine mammal
mitigation plan is to be introduced

4. The expectedcommencementdate is: September 25,2010

The expected completion date is: December 15,2010

5. The name of the individual incharge ofthe field operation is: Ed Nelson

May be contacted at: 2105 CityWest Blvd. Suite 900, Houston, TX 77042

Telephone (Local) +18323446852 (Marine)

Radio call sign

6. The vessel(s) to be used in the operation is (are):

X1 Bos Atlantic
Name

Registered owner Bos Atlantic AS

Registry number

7. The port from which the vessel(s) will operate is: Wa'nwrite

8. Briefly describe the navigation system (vessel navigation only):

8604034
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