Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
Public Meeting on 04/25/2012

Page 1

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N PP

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0N O O A WO N~ O

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Programmati ¢ Environnental | npact Statenent

Public Meeting

April 25, 2012; 1:00 p.m

Doubl etree Hotel, Annapolis, Maryland

PANEL NMEMBERS:
Janes Bennett

Meghan Butterworth

Reported by
Davi d Corbin

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West M orehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889


http://www.huseby.com

Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
Public Meeting on 04/25/2012

Page 2

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N PP

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0N O O A WO N~ O

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS

JAMES BENNETT: Good afternoon. Ask if
we can get started. | want to wel cone you al
here to this public hearing on the Programmtic
Draft EIS. M nane is JimBennett, |'mthe
chief of the division of Environnental
Assessnment with the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent at headquarters. Just safety first.
The qui ckest exits are right out the doors that
you cane in. The restroom wonen's roomis
down to the right and the nen's roomis a
little bit beyond that. W are the Bureau of
Ccean Energy Managenent. We are a bureau
wthin the United States Departnent of the
Interior. W' re responsible for the
devel opnent of resources at the outer
continental shelf and environnental protection
thereof. W're here to take your coments on
the programmatic EIS. W appreciate your being
here. | do want to nention several people who
are here because we're here to take your
comments, but if you have questions or issues
that you want to discuss in greater detail, we
have sonme subject nmatters experts here. That

I ncl udes Meghan Butterworth, up here on the
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panel, a marine biologist. Brian Jordan, stand
up, say hi, who is an archeol ogi st with our
office. And then we al so have Bl ossom
Robertson. |Is she here. She is outside. She
I's our public affairs individual. And from our
contractors, Continental Shelf Associates, the
deputy project nmanager, Kim d sen. And outside
Is Robin Sherrik. D d | forget anybody. Ckay.
Before we get to your comments, we do want
to take just a mnute to go through what the
EISis and what it says. W have a brief
presentation here. And we have a nunber of
public neetings scheduled on this draft ElI S
We started in Jacksonville | ast week and we
will be finishing up on Friday in Atlantic
Cty, New Jersey. W have distributed the
draft programmatic EIS for a 60 day conment
period. Notice of availability was in the
Federal Register on March 30th, and we're here
to record and col |l ect your comments on the
Draft Progranmatic Environnmental | npact
Statenent. Public input is a very inportant
part of the process under the National
Envi ronnmental Policy Act. Comments directly

and specifically on the EIS are a particular
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benefit to us so we can ensure that we have the
best available information to provide to
deci si on makers on whether or not to go forward
with this proposed action.

The EI'S exans the potential environnental
| npact of various G&G geol ogi cal and
geophysical, activities in the Md and South
Atlantic. And we also identify a nunber of
mtigating neasures that we believe nmay be
useful in pursuing any particular action. And,
again, the purpose is to provide the best
avai l abl e informati on to our decision makers.
This graphic shows the interest that has been
expressed by industry through, | believe it's
ei ght applications, to do seismc surveys.
Darker area is where the overlap is between the
different requests. This is in the
Md-Atlantic region. There we go.
Md-Atlantic region and the South Atlantic
region. The outer continental shelf extends
fromthree mles offshore out to the extent of
the EEZ, which is 200 mles offshore. And we
are also including potential inpacts in this
area here, which under the |aw of the sea would

be the extended outer continental shelf which
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may be pursued by the United States at sone
future date.

The types of G&G activities that we're
| ooki ng at are geol ogi cal, which involve actual
coring and sanpling of the sea floor, as well
as deep stratigraphic tests. Although these
are drilling, they are not -- it is not
exploratory drilling. No one can pursue
detail ed exploration or production w thout
obtaining a lease. At the present tine the
five year program does not contain a | ease sale
in the Md or South Atlantic for the next five
year period. GCeophysical, and |'m not the
expert on this, but this is two and three
di mensi onal seismc activities, control source
el ectromagneti c surveys, side scan,
echosounder, sidescan sonar and booners. And
gravity and magnetic surveys. W have i npact
produci ng factors both fromroutine operations
such as active acoustic sound sources, drilling
and coring, and also the possibility of
accidental effects such as oil spills from
vessel s conducting these activities. The
envi ronmental resources that we are nost

concerned with and focused on at the present
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time are benthic communities, fish and
fisheries. These are the resources that are
addressed in the environnental i npact
statenment. Marine manmals, sea turtles,
coastal and marine birds, protected species
under the endangered species act, and a nunber
of socio econom c issues including the
possibility of nmunitions and shi pw ecks.

Part of the purpose of the environnental
| npact statenent is to identify -- probably the
nost i nportant purpose is to identify
alternatives that m ght be pursued other than
t he proposed action. W have three
alternatives in the EIS at the present tine.
Alternative Ais the areas that we tal ked about
earlier with mtigating neasures to include
time area closures for Northern Right \Wales
seasonal managenent areas and provision of
notices to | essees and operators, also known as
NTL's, for current practices that are going on
in the Gulf of Mexico, including marine mamal
observers, vessel strike avoidance, marine
trash and debris awareness. Alternative B
I ncludes all of the mtigation identified in

alternative A as well as the expansion of the
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time area closures from Northern R ght Wal es
and a closure area for the nesting sea turtles
off of Florida. Separation -- it also includes
t he separation between sinultaneous seismc
surveys to avoid the potential inpacts
associ ated with those conpound activities. And
al so requiring passive acoustic nonitoring.
Al'so included in the EISis a no action
alternative as required under the Nati onal
Envi ronnmental Policy Act, which is to take no
action on the permt applications that we have,
but it would | eave seismc activities available
for the renewabl e energy program which is
quite a bit different than the deep seismc
that we're tal king about off in deeper waters.

| mentioned the tine area closures under
alternative A including those for the Right
Whal e here, the Md-Atlantic seasonal
managenent and the Sout heast seasonal
managenent, which are Novenber -- in Novenber
and April. Alternative B also includes a sea
turtle closure area down here, which is a very
rich area for sea turtle activity. And an
additional 20-mle closure zone. And -- well,

two additional 20-mle closure zones at
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different tine periods. This is the area that
woul d be specific to the sea turtle closure
basically off of Cape Canaveral.

So this is a chart that identifies the
different mtigating neasures and what are --
whi ch is included under each alternative.
Basically there's a fundanental |evel of
mtigation for alternative A that mtigation
I s expanded in alternative B, and of course for
the nost part in alternative C under no action
It's not applicable.

We defined different inpact |levels to our
envi ronnental resources, and this identify --
froma scale of negligeable up to magjor. This
identifies for the major resource categories
what our determ nati ons have been, and they
range fromnegligi ble, which is probably the
nost comon, through m nor to noderate. W
al so conduct consultations under the endangered
speci es act, which we do through and during the
NEPA process. And there are other
consultations as well that occur as a result of
Nati onal Hi storic Preservation Act and the
Marine Manmmal Protection Act. Although that's

technically not a consultation.
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1 Okay. Next step. We're in the mddle of
2 the comment period which is going to end at the
3 end of May. W're going to revise the final

4 and progranmatic EI'S, and then issue it,

5 publish it. And during that tinme hopefully we
6 w || have conpl eted our environnental

7 consul tations and sonetinme in Novenber we

8 anticipate a record of decision as to the

9 permts that have been submtted. Again, the
10 comment period closes on May 30th. Conmments

11 collected at this neeting can be oral. W are
12 asking you to self police your coments to

13 three m nutes apiece so we can be sure that

14 everybody gets an opportunity. At the end of
15 the -- at the end of everyone who w shes to

16 speak, after everyone has had a chance to

17 speak, we will open it up again so that if you
18 w sh to extend your comments or if soneone el se
19 w shes to speak, they will have the
20 opportunity. You can find a draft programmatic
21 ElIS on the web. And you can also mail in your
22 coments. The address is there and it's also
23 on the web to Gary Goeke at our regional office
24 in New Ol eans, who is the prinmary coordi nator
25 of this effort. Wth that, |I'mgoing to open
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it up to cooments fromthe floor. Again, |

woul d ask that you self police to about three

m nutes apiece. | would ask that you direct
your comments to the panel. Do you have a
guesti on.

AUDI ENCE: What if we have a question
about your presentation.

JAMES BENNETT: W can provide a
clarification if sonething wasn't clear as far
as the facts are concerned. Go ahead.

AUDI ENCE: The page that, your exanples of

| npacts.

JAMES BENNETT: Yes.

AUDIENCE: | was just curious, who is it
who determ nes -- which party or parties

determ ne negligible, noderate for each species
ment i oned.

JAMES BENNETT: We have a team of subject
matter experts in the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Managenent in conjunction wth our expertise
t hrough the consulting firmof Continental
Shel f Associ ates that has prepared the draft
ElIS, and that teamis the teamthat identifies
what the conclusions are. And those terns --

this just summarizes the terns. Those terns
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are defined in the inpact statenent to know
what exactly it neans. Yes, sir.

AUDI ENCE: Just a qui ck question.
Alternative ¢ neans that you're not permtting
any seismc testing; is that right?

JAMES BENNETT: We're not taking any
action on the applications that we have.

AUDI ENCE: Effectively they are turned
down.

JAVES BENNETT: Correct. It does not
apply to sone of the seismc activities that
m ght be associated with renewabl e energy
projects, but for the nost part the
applications that are in would not be pursued.
| say for the nost part. None of the
applications that are in would be pursued.
kay. Yes.

AUDI ENCE: Wen -- you said sonething
about | ease not for five years. Does that nean
that there will be no leases for drilling and
no drilling possible for five years?

JAVES BENNETT: That's correct.

AUDI ENCE: That coul d not change.

JAMVES BENNETT: That could not change

unl ess the five year plan for the Md and South
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Atlantic was revised, which requires an entire
process under the OCS Lands Act as well as new
envi ronnent al anal ysi s.

AUDI ENCE: Is that a high bar?

JAMES BENNETT: That's a high bar. You
can call that a high bar, yes.

AUDI ENCE: Didn't you say that the five
year plan is in draft plan right now, so it
hasn't been finalized.

JAMES BENNETT: Correct.

AUDI ENCE: Could it be changed as a result
of this.

JAMES BENNETT: Could it be changed as a
result of this?

AUDIENCE: O in tinme to acconpany this.

JAVES BENNETT: | doubt that it could be
done in tinme. But theoretically it could.

Real |y don't see that happening.

AUDI ENCE: The request by the State of
Virginia to reverse that decision to open up
these within the next five year period is off
the table.

JAMES BENNETT: W have that request but |
don't know of any plans to change the current

policy which is not to have a sale in the Md
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or South Atlantic during the next five year
period, during the next five year plan. Ckay.
Wth that, we have a |list here of several
speakers. First one is Matt Flemm ng. |f you
could state your nane for the court reporter
and address your comments to the panel, we
woul d appreciate that.

MATT FLEMM NG  Good afternoon. M nane
is Matt Flemm ng and I'mthe director of
Maryl and' s Chesapeake Coastal Service of the
State Departnent of Natural Resources. On
behal f of Secretary John Giffin, let nme thank
you for the opportunity today to conmuni cate
Maryl and' s position regardi ng the proposed
of fshore oil and gas events. Like to draw your
attention to a letter submtted to Secretary
Sal azar, signed by Governor O Malley on May 22,
2017 opposing oil and gas drilling in the
Md-Atlantic region, which we will be
submtting as part of the comments today. W
will also be submtting additional witten
coments, maybe sone technical comrents, by the
federal deadline of May 30. Furthernore, the
O Mal l ey adm ni stration believes seismc

testing should not be done until after
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1 conpl etion of the regional ocean planning

2 process called for in the National Ccean Pl an

3 pursuant to Presidential Executive Oder 13547.

4 W also -- we believe that the position to

5 oppose the &G surveys at this tinme does not

6 enbed BOEM for approving the surveys needed to

7 determ ne sea floor conditions for renewabl e

8 energy installations and mari ne nmanmal

9 deposits. This is based on our belief that

10 BOEM has the authority to approve these

11 activities pursuant to existing regulations and

12 processes.

13 JAMES BENNETT: Thank you. Stephen

14 Bruckner.

15 STEPHEN BRUCKNER: Good afternoon. My

16 name i s Stephen Bruckner. | live in MLean,

17 Virginia. | canme here today to speak in

18 opposition to granting a permt for the seismc

19 testing of the Atlantic OCS in support of

20 potential offshore drilling for oil and gas

21 resources. Though inportant, | wll ignore for

22 these remarks the unsatisfactory track record

23 of oil and gas industries on accidents and

24 spills, including BP s deepwater horizon oil

25 spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the Chevron oil
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spill off the coast of Brazil and the gas |eak
in the North Sea off the coast of Scotl and.
Toget her these failures denonstrate the

I ndustry continues to operative above its |evel
of conpetence and is undeserving of a permt to
drill for oil and gas in the Atlantic OCS.
Instead | would focus on the extraordi nary

| npact that the proposed seismc testing would
have upon marine mammal s, including the
endanger ed speci es of whal e and upon conmerci al
fisheries. The proposed seismc testing bl ast
| arge arrays of airguns into the ocean with
hi gh intensity sound every ten to 12 seconds
for nonths at a tinme as they survey hundreds of
t housands of mles in the Atlantic OCS. This
sound energy travels outwards and can be heard
t hroughout vast areas of the ocean. This
interferes wth the undersea sound

comruni cations relied on by nmari ne manmal s and
many fish species that are central for their
core behaviors, including mating, foraging,
avoi di ng predators, navigating and
communi cati ng. Sone whal e speci es
significantly reduce their foraging and sone

por poi se speci es denonstrate strong avoi dance
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responses 50 mles froman airgun array. These
effects are experienced over an area as |arge
as New York and Pennsyl vani a conbi ned. To
appreciate the enormty of this insult, inmagine
if you will the inpact of a solar burst of
energy that nmade all communi cati ons between
humans i neffective for a period of nonths for
all residents of these two states. Ganting a
permt for these activities likely violates the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 which
prohi bits the harassnent of marine mamml s
where harassnent is defined as causing a

di sruption of behavior patterns, including

m gration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding or sheltering. Technical industry
literature clainms that the devel opnent of nore
environnental |y sensitive technol ogi es than
acoustic airguns are well into devel opnent and
could be made commercially available within a
few years. G ven the deficiencies of the
current technol ogy, and given the harmit
causes, which likely violates federal |aw, the
Departnent of Interior should not grant such a
permt and instead require the industry to

significantly renove its exploration technol ogy
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before reconsidering their application for a
permt. Thank you.

JAVES BENNETT: Thank you.

STEPHEN BRUCKNER: Should | | eave a copy.

JAMES BENNETT: Gve it the court reporter
SO we can assure. There we go. Thank you.
kay. Holly Hopki ns.

HOLLY HOPKI NS: Good afternoon. M nane
I's Holly Hopkins and |I'm senior policy advisor
of the Anmerican PetroleumlInstitute. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak today about this
programmatic EIS which is part of the issuance
of permts to conduct geol ogi cal and
geophysi cal study activities on the Atlantic
OCS. The oil and natural gas industry has a
| ong history of working with the Departnent of
Interior to develop this country's natural
resources to the benefit of the U S. econony
and all Americans. Qur industry stands ready
to invest in exploration off the Atlantic CCS,
and the PIPIS is a needed first step to begin
the process of generating the data that wll
all ow for nore robust estimates of the
potential for oil and natural gas devel opnent

in this area. Generating new data is very
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1 I nportant for the Atlantic OCS given that the

2 current estimates are based on decades ol d data

3 and have not benefited fromthe technol ogi cal

4 advances in seismc surveying and conputer

5 nodeling in use by the industry today.

6 Al though it is difficult to -- although it is

7 difficult to accurately estinmate the anount of

8 resources wthout the benefit of drilling,

9 current estimates are likely to be

10 conservative, given that the industry has shown

11 that active exploration and devel opnent often

12 | eads to increased resource estinates.

13 However, the belief that noving forward with

14 this decision can quickly lead to filling

15 I nformati on gaps on potential Atlantic OCS oi

16 and gas resources is msguided. This gesture

17 falls short in initiating forward thinking,

18 conpr ehensive energy policy. |In fact the data

19 collection activities envisioned by the

20 admnistration wll not |ikely happen unless

21 conpani es are convinced that the prospects for

22 | easing in the Atlantic OCS in the near future

23 are real. As we all know, current OCS policy

24 does not allow for a |lease sale in the Atlantic

25 until 2017 at the earliest. It is inportant to
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remenber that the Governnent does not generate
this data, seismc conpanies do. And they
generally do this on a specul ative basis hoping
to sell the data to operators who are | ooking
to purchase leases in an area. Wth no | ease
sale scheduled in the Atlantic and thus no
potential custoners, seismc conpanies wll
have little incentive to gather new data. Not

i ncluding the North Atlantic Planning Area in
this PEIS is yet another shortsighted policy
decision. There is a great deal of interest in
surveyi ng and eventual |y devel oping this area.
G| and natural gas conpani es need geol ogi ¢ and
geophysi cal data that they can use to conpare
W th geol ogical features in other offshore
areas where there is current oil and natural
gas production. Wthout this new data it is --
a significant data gap will remain.

We can create nore jobs and generate nore
revenue if allowed to responsibly devel op and
produce here in the United States nore of the
oil and natural gas we need. More devel opnent,
especially on public |lands and federally
controll ed waters, requires industry and

Gover nnent share a vision of the potenti al
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benefits and act as partners to fully realize
them The oil and natural gas industry already
supports 9.2 mllion U S. jobs and 7.7 percent
of the U S. econony, delivers nore than

86 mllion a day in revenue to our Governnent.
And since 2000 has invested nore than

2 trillion-dollars in U S. capital projects to
advance all forns of energy, including
alternatives. A Wod Mackeni ze study found --
excuse ne. A Wod Mackenzi e study shows that
devel opi ng the offshore areas that have been
subj ect to Congressional noratoriumunti
recently, as well as resources in Al aska's
Arctic National WIldlife Refuge, and a smal
portion of currently unavail able federal |ands
in the Rockies would lift U S. crude oil
production by as nuch as 2.8 mllion barrels
per day in 2025, equivalent to 30 percent of
the nation's current inports. It would

I ncrease natural gas production by

6.5 billion cubic feet per day in 2025, create
530, 000 new jobs, and add 206 billion in
cunul ati ve governnent revenue by 2025,

196 billion fromthe OCS al one.

We appreciate the opportunity to conment
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1 on this PISin the Atlantic, and the oil and

2 natural gas industry stands ready to invest in
3 state exploration and devel opnent of the OCS

4 shoul d adm ni strative policies change to take

5 full advantage of the opportunities that are

6 present. Thank you.

7 JAMES BENNETT: Thank you. Doug CQuse.

8 DOUG OSS: |'' m Doug Quse from Towson,

9 Maryl and. And |'m here to speak out agai nst

10 the Departnment of Interior's Bureau of Ccean

11 Managenent's plan to conduct seism c surveys on
12 oil and gas exploration, or exploration. The
13 potential that the -- damage that these surveys
14 could cause to marine life could anount to --
15 could hurt industries in fishing that generate
16 nearly $12 billion annually and support over

17 220,000 jobs. And it would also put at risk

18 tourismand recreational industries that

19 generate $23 billion. Therefore |I think it
20 woul d be wise to not do these surveys. Thank
21 you.
22 JAMES BENNETT: Thank you. Carla Porter.
23 CARLA PORTER: My nane is Carla Porter.
24 "' mfrom Sunder| and, Maryland. Thank you for
25 letting me speak. | just wanted to express
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that | amstrongly opposed to offshore
geol ogi cal and geophysi cal exploration
activities because of the dangers it poses on
marine life. Avoiding activities that wll
harmor kill any nore marine mamml s i s
significantly nore inportant to ne than
succunbing to today's frenzied pressures to
reduce gasoline prices by a nere three cents,
whi ch can take 20 years or nore to achi eve.
Therefore | support alternative C. Thank you.
JAMES BENNETT: Thank you. Gkay. That's
all I have on the list. D d anybody here sign
up and have not had their nane called. If not,
IS there anyone here who would |ike to speak
who hasn't had an opportunity to thus far. |If
not, does anyone want to expand their renmarks.
kay. Not hearing anything, | think we're
ready to close. | just want to rem nd everyone
that the comment period remains open until the
end of May. Your comments can be submtted
online, by snail mail. Those are the two basic
options. W would appreciate your comments,
it's helpful in the process. And with that we
wi || stand adj ourned. Thank you.

(Meeting concluded at 1:31 p.m)
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STATE OF MARYLAND

|, David Corbin, a Notary Public in and
for the State of Maryland, do hereby certify
that the wi thin named, BOEM PUBLI C MEETI NG
personal |y appeared before nme at the tine and
pl ace herein set according to | aw

| further certify that the neeting was
recorded stenographically by nme and then
transcri bed fromny stenographic notes to the
within printed matter by neans of
comput er-assi sted transcription in a true and
accurate manner.

| further certify that the stipulations
contai ned herein were entered into by counsel
in my presence.

| further certify that I am not of counse
to any of the parties, not an enpl oyee of
counsel, nor related to any of the parties, nor
in any way interested in the outcone of this
action.

AS WTNESS ny hand and Notarial Seal this
3rd day of May, 2012, at Centerville, Maryl and.

David C. Corbin
Not ary Public

My comm ssion expires January 6, 2016
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 1           TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

 2        JAMES BENNETT:  Good afternoon.  Ask if

 3   we can get started.  I want to welcome you all

 4   here to this public hearing on the Programmatic

 5   Draft EIS.  My name is Jim Bennett, I'm the

 6   chief of the division of Environmental

 7   Assessment with the Bureau of Ocean Energy

 8   Management at headquarters.  Just safety first.

 9   The quickest exits are right out the doors that

10   you came in.  The restroom, women's room is

11   down to the right and the men's room is a

12   little bit beyond that.  We are the Bureau of

13   Ocean Energy Management.  We are a bureau

14   within the United States Department of the

15   Interior.  We're responsible for the

16   development of resources at the outer

17   continental shelf and environmental protection

18   thereof.  We're here to take your comments on

19   the programmatic EIS.  We appreciate your being

20   here.  I do want to mention several people who

21   are here because we're here to take your

22   comments, but if you have questions or issues

23   that you want to discuss in greater detail, we

24   have some subject matters experts here.  That

25   includes Meghan Butterworth, up here on the
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 1   panel, a marine biologist.  Brian Jordan, stand

 2   up, say hi, who is an archeologist with our

 3   office.  And then we also have Blossom

 4   Robertson.  Is she here.  She is outside.  She

 5   is our public affairs individual.  And from our

 6   contractors, Continental Shelf Associates, the

 7   deputy project manager, Kim Olsen.  And outside

 8   is Robin Sherrik.  Did I forget anybody.  Okay.

 9        Before we get to your comments, we do want

10   to take just a minute to go through what the

11   EIS is and what it says.  We have a brief

12   presentation here.  And we have a number of

13   public meetings scheduled on this draft EIS.

14   We started in Jacksonville last week and we

15   will be finishing up on Friday in Atlantic

16   City, New Jersey.  We have distributed the

17   draft programmatic EIS for a 60 day comment

18   period.  Notice of availability was in the

19   Federal Register on March 30th, and we're here

20   to record and collect your comments on the

21   Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact

22   Statement.  Public input is a very important

23   part of the process under the National

24   Environmental Policy Act.  Comments directly

25   and specifically on the EIS are a particular

�

0004

 1   benefit to us so we can ensure that we have the

 2   best available information to provide to

 3   decision makers on whether or not to go forward

 4   with this proposed action.

 5        The EIS exams the potential environmental

 6   impact of various G&G, geological and

 7   geophysical, activities in the Mid and South

 8   Atlantic.  And we also identify a number of

 9   mitigating measures that we believe may be

10   useful in pursuing any particular action.  And,

11   again, the purpose is to provide the best

12   available information to our decision makers.

13   This graphic shows the interest that has been

14   expressed by industry through, I believe it's

15   eight applications, to do seismic surveys.

16   Darker area is where the overlap is between the

17   different requests.  This is in the

18   Mid-Atlantic region.  There we go.

19   Mid-Atlantic region and the South Atlantic

20   region.  The outer continental shelf extends

21   from three miles offshore out to the extent of

22   the EEZ, which is 200 miles offshore.  And we

23   are also including potential impacts in this

24   area here, which under the law of the sea would

25   be the extended outer continental shelf which
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 1   may be pursued by the United States at some

 2   future date.

 3        The types of G&G activities that we're

 4   looking at are geological, which involve actual

 5   coring and sampling of the sea floor, as well

 6   as deep stratigraphic tests.  Although these

 7   are drilling, they are not -- it is not

 8   exploratory drilling.  No one can pursue

 9   detailed exploration or production without

10   obtaining a lease.  At the present time the

11   five year program does not contain a lease sale

12   in the Mid or South Atlantic for the next five

13   year period.  Geophysical, and I'm not the

14   expert on this, but this is two and three

15   dimensional seismic activities, control source

16   electromagnetic surveys, side scan,

17   echosounder, sidescan sonar and boomers.  And

18   gravity and magnetic surveys.  We have impact

19   producing factors both from routine operations

20   such as active acoustic sound sources, drilling

21   and coring, and also the possibility of

22   accidental effects such as oil spills from

23   vessels conducting these activities.  The

24   environmental resources that we are most

25   concerned with and focused on at the present
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 1   time are benthic communities, fish and

 2   fisheries.  These are the resources that are

 3   addressed in the environmental impact

 4   statement.  Marine mammals, sea turtles,

 5   coastal and marine birds, protected species

 6   under the endangered species act, and a number

 7   of socio economic issues including the

 8   possibility of munitions and shipwrecks.

 9        Part of the purpose of the environmental

10   impact statement is to identify -- probably the

11   most important purpose is to identify

12   alternatives that might be pursued other than

13   the proposed action.  We have three

14   alternatives in the EIS at the present time.

15   Alternative A is the areas that we talked about

16   earlier with mitigating measures to include

17   time area closures for Northern Right Whales

18   seasonal management areas and provision of

19   notices to lessees and operators, also known as

20   NTL's, for current practices that are going on

21   in the Gulf of Mexico, including marine mammal

22   observers, vessel strike avoidance, marine

23   trash and debris awareness.  Alternative B

24   includes all of the mitigation identified in

25   alternative A as well as the expansion of the
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 1   time area closures from Northern Right Whales

 2   and a closure area for the nesting sea turtles

 3   off of Florida.  Separation -- it also includes

 4   the separation between simultaneous seismic

 5   surveys to avoid the potential impacts

 6   associated with those compound activities.  And

 7   also requiring passive acoustic monitoring.

 8   Also included in the EIS is a no action

 9   alternative as required under the National

10   Environmental Policy Act, which is to take no

11   action on the permit applications that we have,

12   but it would leave seismic activities available

13   for the renewable energy program, which is

14   quite a bit different than the deep seismic

15   that we're talking about off in deeper waters.

16        I mentioned the time area closures under

17   alternative A, including those for the Right

18   Whale here, the Mid-Atlantic seasonal

19   management and the Southeast seasonal

20   management, which are November -- in November

21   and April.  Alternative B also includes a sea

22   turtle closure area down here, which is a very

23   rich area for sea turtle activity.  And an

24   additional 20-mile closure zone.  And -- well,

25   two additional 20-mile closure zones at
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 1   different time periods.  This is the area that

 2   would be specific to the sea turtle closure

 3   basically off of Cape Canaveral.

 4        So this is a chart that identifies the

 5   different mitigating measures and what are --

 6   which is included under each alternative.

 7   Basically there's a fundamental level of

 8   mitigation for alternative A, that mitigation

 9   is expanded in alternative B, and of course for

10   the most part in alternative C under no action

11   it's not applicable.

12        We defined different impact levels to our

13   environmental resources, and this identify --

14   from a scale of negligeable up to major.  This

15   identifies for the major resource categories

16   what our determinations have been, and they

17   range from negligible, which is probably the

18   most common, through minor to moderate.  We

19   also conduct consultations under the endangered

20   species act, which we do through and during the

21   NEPA process.  And there are other

22   consultations as well that occur as a result of

23   National Historic Preservation Act and the

24   Marine Mammal Protection Act.  Although that's

25   technically not a consultation.
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 1        Okay.  Next step.  We're in the middle of

 2   the comment period which is going to end at the

 3   end of May.  We're going to revise the final

 4   and programmatic EIS, and then issue it,

 5   publish it.  And during that time hopefully we

 6   will have completed our environmental

 7   consultations and sometime in November we

 8   anticipate a record of decision as to the

 9   permits that have been submitted.  Again, the

10   comment period closes on May 30th.  Comments

11   collected at this meeting can be oral.  We are

12   asking you to self police your comments to

13   three minutes apiece so we can be sure that

14   everybody gets an opportunity.  At the end of

15   the -- at the end of everyone who wishes to

16   speak, after everyone has had a chance to

17   speak, we will open it up again so that if you

18   wish to extend your comments or if someone else

19   wishes to speak, they will have the

20   opportunity.  You can find a draft programmatic

21   EIS on the web.  And you can also mail in your

22   comments.  The address is there and it's also

23   on the web to Gary Goeke at our regional office

24   in New Orleans, who is the primary coordinator

25   of this effort.  With that, I'm going to open
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 1   it up to comments from the floor.  Again, I

 2   would ask that you self police to about three

 3   minutes apiece.  I would ask that you direct

 4   your comments to the panel.  Do you have a

 5   question.

 6        AUDIENCE:  What if we have a question

 7   about your presentation.

 8        JAMES BENNETT:  We can provide a

 9   clarification if something wasn't clear as far

10   as the facts are concerned.  Go ahead.

11        AUDIENCE:  The page that, your examples of

12   impacts.

13        JAMES BENNETT:  Yes.

14        AUDIENCE:  I was just curious, who is it

15   who determines -- which party or parties

16   determine negligible, moderate for each species

17   mentioned.

18        JAMES BENNETT:  We have a team of subject

19   matter experts in the Bureau of Ocean Energy

20   Management in conjunction with our expertise

21   through the consulting firm of Continental

22   Shelf Associates that has prepared the draft

23   EIS, and that team is the team that identifies

24   what the conclusions are.  And those terms --

25   this just summarizes the terms.  Those terms
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 1   are defined in the impact statement to know

 2   what exactly it means.  Yes, sir.

 3        AUDIENCE:  Just a quick question.

 4   Alternative c means that you're not permitting

 5   any seismic testing; is that right?

 6        JAMES BENNETT:  We're not taking any

 7   action on the applications that we have.

 8        AUDIENCE:  Effectively they are turned

 9   down.

10        JAMES BENNETT:  Correct.  It does not

11   apply to some of the seismic activities that

12   might be associated with renewable energy

13   projects, but for the most part the

14   applications that are in would not be pursued.

15   I say for the most part.  None of the

16   applications that are in would be pursued.

17   Okay.  Yes.

18        AUDIENCE:  When -- you said something

19   about lease not for five years.  Does that mean

20   that there will be no leases for drilling and

21   no drilling possible for five years?

22        JAMES BENNETT:  That's correct.

23        AUDIENCE:  That could not change.

24        JAMES BENNETT:  That could not change

25   unless the five year plan for the Mid and South
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 1   Atlantic was revised, which requires an entire

 2   process under the OCS Lands Act as well as new

 3   environmental analysis.

 4        AUDIENCE:  Is that a high bar?

 5        JAMES BENNETT:  That's a high bar.  You

 6   can call that a high bar, yes.

 7        AUDIENCE:  Didn't you say that the five

 8   year plan is in draft plan right now, so it

 9   hasn't been finalized.

10        JAMES BENNETT:  Correct.

11        AUDIENCE:  Could it be changed as a result

12   of this.

13        JAMES BENNETT:  Could it be changed as a

14   result of this?

15        AUDIENCE:  Or in time to accompany this.

16        JAMES BENNETT:  I doubt that it could be

17   done in time.  But theoretically it could.

18   Really don't see that happening.

19        AUDIENCE:  The request by the State of

20   Virginia to reverse that decision to open up

21   these within the next five year period is off

22   the table.

23        JAMES BENNETT:  We have that request but I

24   don't know of any plans to change the current

25   policy which is not to have a sale in the Mid
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 1   or South Atlantic during the next five year

 2   period, during the next five year plan.  Okay.

 3   With that, we have a list here of several

 4   speakers.  First one is Matt Flemming.  If you

 5   could state your name for the court reporter

 6   and address your comments to the panel, we

 7   would appreciate that.

 8        MATT FLEMMING:  Good afternoon.  My name

 9   is Matt Flemming and I'm the director of

10   Maryland's Chesapeake Coastal Service of the

11   State Department of Natural Resources.  On

12   behalf of Secretary John Griffin, let me thank

13   you for the opportunity today to communicate

14   Maryland's position regarding the proposed

15   offshore oil and gas events.  Like to draw your

16   attention to a letter submitted to Secretary

17   Salazar, signed by Governor O'Malley on May 22,

18   2017 opposing oil and gas drilling in the

19   Mid-Atlantic region, which we will be

20   submitting as part of the comments today.  We

21   will also be submitting additional written

22   comments, maybe some technical comments, by the

23   federal deadline of May 30.  Furthermore, the

24   O'Malley administration believes seismic

25   testing should not be done until after
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 1   completion of the regional ocean planning

 2   process called for in the National Ocean Plan

 3   pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 13547.

 4   We also -- we believe that the position to

 5   oppose the G&G surveys at this time does not

 6   embed BOEM for approving the surveys needed to

 7   determine sea floor conditions for renewable

 8   energy installations and marine mammal

 9   deposits.  This is based on our belief that

10   BOEM has the authority to approve these

11   activities pursuant to existing regulations and

12   processes.

13        JAMES BENNETT:  Thank you.  Stephen

14   Bruckner.

15        STEPHEN BRUCKNER:  Good afternoon.  My

16   name is Stephen Bruckner.  I live in McLean,

17   Virginia.  I came here today to speak in

18   opposition to granting a permit for the seismic

19   testing of the Atlantic OCS in support of

20   potential offshore drilling for oil and gas

21   resources.  Though important, I will ignore for

22   these remarks the unsatisfactory track record

23   of oil and gas industries on accidents and

24   spills, including BP's deepwater horizon oil

25   spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the Chevron oil
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 1   spill off the coast of Brazil and the gas leak

 2   in the North Sea off the coast of Scotland.

 3   Together these failures demonstrate the

 4   industry continues to operative above its level

 5   of competence and is undeserving of a permit to

 6   drill for oil and gas in the Atlantic OCS.

 7   Instead I would focus on the extraordinary

 8   impact that the proposed seismic testing would

 9   have upon marine mammals, including the

10   endangered species of whale and upon commercial

11   fisheries.  The proposed seismic testing blast

12   large arrays of airguns into the ocean with

13   high intensity sound every ten to 12 seconds

14   for months at a time as they survey hundreds of

15   thousands of miles in the Atlantic OCS.  This

16   sound energy travels outwards and can be heard

17   throughout vast areas of the ocean.  This

18   interferes with the undersea sound

19   communications relied on by marine mammals and

20   many fish species that are central for their

21   core behaviors, including mating, foraging,

22   avoiding predators, navigating and

23   communicating.  Some whale species

24   significantly reduce their foraging and some

25   porpoise species demonstrate strong avoidance
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 1   responses 50 miles from an airgun array.  These

 2   effects are experienced over an area as large

 3   as New York and Pennsylvania combined.  To

 4   appreciate the enormity of this insult, imagine

 5   if you will the impact of a solar burst of

 6   energy that made all communications between

 7   humans ineffective for a period of months for

 8   all residents of these two states.  Granting a

 9   permit for these activities likely violates the

10   Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 which

11   prohibits the harassment of marine mammals

12   where harassment is defined as causing a

13   disruption of behavior patterns, including

14   migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,

15   feeding or sheltering.  Technical industry

16   literature claims that the development of more

17   environmentally sensitive technologies than

18   acoustic airguns are well into development and

19   could be made commercially available within a

20   few years.  Given the deficiencies of the

21   current technology, and given the harm it

22   causes, which likely violates federal law, the

23   Department of Interior should not grant such a

24   permit and instead require the industry to

25   significantly remove its exploration technology
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 1   before reconsidering their application for a

 2   permit.  Thank you.

 3        JAMES BENNETT:  Thank you.

 4        STEPHEN BRUCKNER:  Should I leave a copy.

 5        JAMES BENNETT:  Give it the court reporter

 6   so we can assure.  There we go.  Thank you.

 7   Okay.  Holly Hopkins.

 8        HOLLY HOPKINS:  Good afternoon.  My name

 9   is Holly Hopkins and I'm senior policy advisor

10   of the American Petroleum Institute.  Thank you

11   for the opportunity to speak today about this

12   programmatic EIS which is part of the issuance

13   of permits to conduct geological and

14   geophysical study activities on the Atlantic

15   OCS.  The oil and natural gas industry has a

16   long history of working with the Department of

17   Interior to develop this country's natural

18   resources to the benefit of the U.S. economy

19   and all Americans.  Our industry stands ready

20   to invest in exploration off the Atlantic OCS,

21   and the PIPIS is a needed first step to begin

22   the process of generating the data that will

23   allow for more robust estimates of the

24   potential for oil and natural gas development

25   in this area.  Generating new data is very
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 1   important for the Atlantic OCS given that the

 2   current estimates are based on decades old data

 3   and have not benefited from the technological

 4   advances in seismic surveying and computer

 5   modeling in use by the industry today.

 6   Although it is difficult to -- although it is

 7   difficult to accurately estimate the amount of

 8   resources without the benefit of drilling,

 9   current estimates are likely to be

10   conservative, given that the industry has shown

11   that active exploration and development often

12   leads to increased resource estimates.

13   However, the belief that moving forward with

14   this decision can quickly lead to filling

15   information gaps on potential Atlantic OCS oil

16   and gas resources is misguided.  This gesture

17   falls short in initiating forward thinking,

18   comprehensive energy policy.  In fact the data

19   collection activities envisioned by the

20   administration will not likely happen unless

21   companies are convinced that the prospects for

22   leasing in the Atlantic OCS in the near future

23   are real.  As we all know, current OCS policy

24   does not allow for a lease sale in the Atlantic

25   until 2017 at the earliest.  It is important to
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 1   remember that the Government does not generate

 2   this data, seismic companies do.  And they

 3   generally do this on a speculative basis hoping

 4   to sell the data to operators who are looking

 5   to purchase leases in an area.  With no lease

 6   sale scheduled in the Atlantic and thus no

 7   potential customers, seismic companies will

 8   have little incentive to gather new data.  Not

 9   including the North Atlantic Planning Area in

10   this PEIS is yet another shortsighted policy

11   decision.  There is a great deal of interest in

12   surveying and eventually developing this area.

13   Oil and natural gas companies need geologic and

14   geophysical data that they can use to compare

15   with geological features in other offshore

16   areas where there is current oil and natural

17   gas production.  Without this new data it is --

18   a significant data gap will remain.

19        We can create more jobs and generate more

20   revenue if allowed to responsibly develop and

21   produce here in the United States more of the

22   oil and natural gas we need.  More development,

23   especially on public lands and federally

24   controlled waters, requires industry and

25   Government share a vision of the potential
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 1   benefits and act as partners to fully realize

 2   them.  The oil and natural gas industry already

 3   supports 9.2 million U.S. jobs and 7.7 percent

 4   of the U.S. economy, delivers more than

 5   86 million a day in revenue to our Government.

 6   And since 2000 has invested more than

 7   2 trillion-dollars in U.S. capital projects to

 8   advance all forms of energy, including

 9   alternatives.  A Wood Mackenize study found --

10   excuse me.  A Wood Mackenzie study shows that

11   developing the offshore areas that have been

12   subject to Congressional moratorium until

13   recently, as well as resources in Alaska's

14   Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and a small

15   portion of currently unavailable federal lands

16   in the Rockies would lift U.S. crude oil

17   production by as much as 2.8 million barrels

18   per day in 2025, equivalent to 30 percent of

19   the nation's current imports.  It would

20   increase natural gas production by

21   6.5 billion cubic feet per day in 2025, create

22   530,000 new jobs, and add 206 billion in

23   cumulative government revenue by 2025,

24   196 billion from the OCS alone.

25        We appreciate the opportunity to comment

�

0021

 1   on this PIS in the Atlantic, and the oil and

 2   natural gas industry stands ready to invest in

 3   state exploration and development of the OCS

 4   should administrative policies change to take

 5   full advantage of the opportunities that are

 6   present.  Thank you.

 7        JAMES BENNETT:  Thank you.  Doug Ouse.

 8        DOUG OSS:  I'm Doug Ouse from Towson,

 9   Maryland.  And I'm here to speak out against

10   the Department of Interior's Bureau of Ocean

11   Management's plan to conduct seismic surveys on

12   oil and gas exploration, or exploration.  The

13   potential that the -- damage that these surveys

14   could cause to marine life could amount to --

15   could hurt industries in fishing that generate

16   nearly $12 billion annually and support over

17   220,000 jobs.  And it would also put at risk

18   tourism and recreational industries that

19   generate $23 billion.  Therefore I think it

20   would be wise to not do these surveys.  Thank

21   you.

22        JAMES BENNETT:  Thank you.  Carla Porter.

23        CARLA PORTER:  My name is Carla Porter.

24   I'm from Sunderland, Maryland.  Thank you for

25   letting me speak.  I just wanted to express
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 1   that I am strongly opposed to offshore

 2   geological and geophysical exploration

 3   activities because of the dangers it poses on

 4   marine life.  Avoiding activities that will

 5   harm or kill any more marine mammals is

 6   significantly more important to me than

 7   succumbing to today's frenzied pressures to

 8   reduce gasoline prices by a mere three cents,

 9   which can take 20 years or more to achieve.

10   Therefore I support alternative C.  Thank you.

11        JAMES BENNETT:  Thank you.  Okay.  That's

12   all I have on the list.  Did anybody here sign

13   up and have not had their name called.  If not,

14   is there anyone here who would like to speak

15   who hasn't had an opportunity to thus far.  If

16   not, does anyone want to expand their remarks.

17   Okay.  Not hearing anything, I think we're

18   ready to close.  I just want to remind everyone

19   that the comment period remains open until the

20   end of May.  Your comments can be submitted

21   online, by snail mail.  Those are the two basic

22   options.  We would appreciate your comments,

23   it's helpful in the process.  And with that we

24   will stand adjourned.  Thank you.

25        (Meeting concluded at 1:31 p.m.)
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