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• BOEM’s Mission and Jurisdiction

• Task Force Purpose and Charter

• Offshore Renewable Energy Technologies

• Overview of Pacific OCS Region 

• Typical Floating Offshore Wind Facility

• BOEM’s Renewable Energy Leasing Process in California

• Pacific Region Environmental Studies Program

• California Ocean Renewable Energy Conference

• California Offshore Renewable Energy Activities

Overview
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Bureau within the Department of the Interior (DOI)

• Oversees development of nation’s energy and 
mineral resources on the Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS)

OCS Lands Act of 1953 as amended, including 
amendments per Energy Policy Act of 2005

• Renewable energy (leases, easements, ROWs)

• Marine minerals (e.g., sand and gravel)

• Conventional energy (e.g., oil and gas)

BOEM’s Mission
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BOEM’s Jurisdiction

OCS jurisdictional boundary is 3-200 nautical miles 
from the California coastline

BOEM has no jurisdiction within: 

• National Park System

• National Wildlife Refuge System

• National Marine Sanctuary System

• Any National Monument
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Task Force Purpose

Members of state, local and tribal governments and Federal 
agencies participate

• Does not replace consultation under existing Federal laws and 
regulations

Forum to:

• Discuss stakeholder issues and concerns

• Exchange data and information about biological and 
physical resources, uses and priorities

• Continual dialogue about issues, concerns and 
collaboration opportunities
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BOEM considers task force input in our 
renewable energy leasing decisions



Task Force Charter Components

BOEM California Intergovernmental Renewable 
Energy Task Force charter includes:
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1. Authority and purpose

2. Immediate charge of action items for inaugural 
meeting

3. Subsequent activities of the Task Force

4. Membership and communication



Offshore Renewable Energy Technology Examples

Wind Ocean Current*

Transmission
Wave*

*BOEM is responsible for leasing areas of the OCS for ocean 
current and wave energy projects and FERC regulates and 
issues licenses for their operation.
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http://www.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/storage/images/map_routes_uhmsoest_large.jpg
http://www.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/storage/images/map_routes_uhmsoest_large.jpg
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http://www.boem.gov/uploadedImages/BOEM/Renewable_Energy_Program/Renewable_Energy_Guide/OPT.jpg
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Typical Floating Offshore Wind Facility
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BOEM Leases

BOEM issues three types of leases for renewable 
energy:

• Commercial leases

• Limited leases

• Research leases

How does someone obtain a lease on the OCS?

1. Submit an unsolicited lease request

2. Respond to a BOEM Federal Register notice

How does BOEM issue leases?

1. Non-competitive process

2. Competitive process
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Competitive Leasing Process
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BOEM Call for Information and Nominations
45-day public comment period

Area Identification
Area BOEM may offer for lease

BOEM Proposed Sale Notice
60-day public comment period

Final Sale Notice

Lease Sale / Auction

Public Input  

Opportunity

Public Input 

Opportunity

Public Input  

Opportunity

Data and Information Collection 
Collaborative effort focusing on central California 

Environmental Review
Analyzes area(s) BOEM may offer for lease

Public Input 

Opportunity



Post-Auction Process
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Lessee Submits Construction and Operations Plan
(COP)

Construction and Operations Plan Decision
BOEM may approve, disapprove or approve w/ modifications

Public Input 

Opportunity

Lease Sale / Auction

Joint NEPA / CEQA Environmental Review
Analyzes Construction and Operation Plan

Lessee Submits a Site Assessment Plan (SAP)

Site Assessment Plan Decision
BOEM may approve, disapprove or approve w/ modifications



Environmental Assessment and Environmental Studies: 

 To predict, assess, and manage impacts from offshore energy  

production activities on …

 Human, marine, and coastal environments

Program Goals for OCS Ocean Energy  

BOEM Environmental Programs



Resource Areas for NEPA Review

15

Socioeconomic
• Cultural Resources

• Military Uses

• Environmental Justice

• Land Use and Coastal Infrastructure

• Construction Impacts (noise)

• Commercial and Recreational Fishing 
Activities

• Aesthetics and Visual Impacts

• Demographics and Employment

• Vessel traffic

• Transmission cables

Physical
• Air Quality

• Water Quality

Biological
• Coastal Habitats

• Benthic Resources 

• Marine Mammals/Migration

• Sea Turtles

• Avian and Bat Species

• Fishes and Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)

**Green highlights = issues mentioned during RFI comment period



Perspective on Pacific Region Studies

1973 – 2016

> 326 Studies Completed at> $ 145 M

31 Ongoing Studies ~ $ 18.9 M

• 16 renewable energy ~ $ 10.0 M

• 8 conventional energy~ $   4.1 M

• 7 both energy programs~ $   4.8 M

6 Studies Planned for 2017 ~ $  6.1 M

• 5 renewable energy ~ $  6.0 M

• 1 both energy programs~ $  0.1 M
www.boem.gov/Pacific-Studies/

Pacific Region Environmental Studies 



 Gather and synthesize existing data

 Determine data gaps and update information 

where needed

 Integrate studies across marine ecosystems and 

human dimensions

 New research and ongoing study examples:

 Renewable energy scenarios offshore central California

 Seabird and marine mammal surveys in California

 Effects of marine renewable energy technologies

 Potential impacts of submarine power cables on crab 

harvest

Pacific Region Strategic Research Priorities:
Renewable Energy



California Ocean Renewable Energy Conference
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REGISTRATION AND MORE INFORMATION: 
www.boem.gov/CORE_Conference/

Register Online by October 26!
Free Admission

GOAL: Inform and improve collaboration among stakeholders in wind and wave energy 
offshore California

OBJECTIVES:

 Explain regulatory roles and processes

 Identify strategies for effective collaboration

 Describe energy resources and technologies

 Highlight scientific research

WHO: Federal, state, and local representatives; marine resource managers; scientists; 
engineers; energy planners; educators; and the public



California Complimentary Efforts

• Outreach, Stakeholder and Interested 

Parties

• Planning and Data Efforts

• GIS/Data Platform

All somewhat intertwined and supporting the 

State/Federal Task Force efforts.



Outreach Interests

Looking for Diverse Stakeholder 

Involvement

• Non-Federal & Federal Tribes

• Conservation Groups

• Academia/Researchers

• Fishing and other Industries

• Local Governments

• Others?



Landscape Planning Efforts & Data Collection

• DRECP 

• San Joaquin Solar Lands 

• RETI II 

Looking at past experience to inform and 

guide landscape level planning for offshore 

wind energy and to support Task Force 

efforts.











California Marine Renewable 
Energy Working Group

 Convened by the Ocean Protection Council in 2010

 Staff from state agencies involved in planning and regulating 
marine renewable energy development

 Goals
o Address uncertainties in the regulatory processes and the 

information needs of state agencies and stakeholders 
o Facilitate the development of agreements and joint state-

federal committees to improve coordination of state and 
federal permitting processes



California Marine Renewable 
Energy Working Group

 Products



California Marine Renewable 
Energy Working Group

 Potential future activities:

o Expand work group to include other agencies

o Draft additional regulatory guidance

o Work with scientific community on identify issues 
of concern

o Outreach to the ocean community



California Marine Renewable 
Energy Working Group

Thank you!

Chris.Potter@resources.ca.gov

(916) 653-0546

mailto:Chris.Potter@resources.ca.gov


Contact Information

Jean Thurston
Renewable Energy Specialist

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
Jean.Thurston@boem.gov

Susan Zaleski
Biological Oceanographer

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
Susan.Zaleski@boem.gov

Scott Morgan
State Clearinghouse Director

Governor’s Office of Planning & Research
Scott.Morgan@opr.ca.gov

Chris Potter
Ocean Policy Analyst

California Ocean Protection Council
Chris.Potter@resources.ca.gov30

mailto:Jean.Thurston@boem.gov
mailto:Susan.Zaleski@boem.gov
mailto:Scott.Morgan@opr.ca.gov
mailto:Chris.Potter@resources.ca.gov

