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Summary   

 

Act ive renewable energy leasing areas on the Atlantic OCS. Currently active leases and grants 

include:  

 

Commercial Leases: Cape Wind offshore Cape Cod Massachusetts, Rhode Island / Massachusetts 

(RIMA), Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Delaware, Maryland, New Je rsey, Virginia, New York  

Research Lease: Virginia  

ROW Grant: Rhode Island  

 

Description   

 

Cape Wind  

The Cape Wind Energy Project was proposed by Cape Wind Associates, LLC, in November 2001. 

Prior to BOEMôs involvement, the United States Army Corps of Engineers assumed the lead 

federal regulatory role under the River and Harbors Act, and issued a draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) in November 2004. Following the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the former Minerals 

Management Service assumed lead federal re sponsibility for offshore wind power projects. On 

September 14, 2005, Cape Wind applied for a commercial lease to construct and operate an 

offshore wind facility located in Federal waters offshore Cape Cod, Massachusetts, on Horseshoe 

Shoal in Nantucket So und. On April 28, 2010, Department of the Interior Secretary Salazar 

announced the availability of the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Cape Wind Project. The ROD 

documents the decision to select the Preferred Alternative at Horseshoe Shoal in Nantucket 
Sound, as described in the final Environmental Impact Statement.  

On October 6, 2010, Cape Wind was issued the nationôs first commercial lease to construct and 

operate an offshore wind power facility for the Massachusetts and the Cape Cod region. The 

lease ar ea is comprised of approximately 46 square miles in Nantucket Sound offshore 
Massachusetts, which accounts for both the project area and a buffer zone.  

For more information: http://www.boem.gov/Renewable -Energy -Program/Studies/Cape -
Wind.aspx  

Massachusetts  

On Jan. 29, 2015, BOEM held a competitive lease sale (i.e., auction) for the Wind Energy Area 

offshore Massachusetts. Two leasing areas in the northwest sectio n of the original WEA (Lease 

http://www.boem.gov/Renewable-Energy-Program/Studies/Cape-Wind.aspx
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