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Auction Design 

Ascending Clock Auction 



Ascending clock auction (single item) 
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Auction Mechanics 



Typical auction arrangements 
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Encrypted data transfer 
using TLS 
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IT and Backup Requirements for Participation  

• Computer requirements 
 Computer with an 1.2 GHz processor or higher 
 Web Browsers supported 

√ - Google Chrome (Windows or MAC platforms) 
√ - Internet Explorer 10 or 11 (with required configuration change for 
Internet Explorer 10)  

 Access to the internet 
 1366x768 or higher resolution monitor 

• Recommended backup facilities 
 Secondary means to access the internet, such as a mobile wireless 

card 
 More than one individual (up to three) authorized to bid for your 

company 



Illustrative Single Item Ascending Clock Auction Round Process 
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Welcome Screen (Before Access) 
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Demo Bidders 
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Adeh & Co 

Bob & Co 

Kathy & Co 

Diana & Co 

Main Character 
in this Demo 

Chris & Co 
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Log in  
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Auction Schedule 
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Anouncement 
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Send Messages to Auction Managers 
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Auction Info 
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My Auction Info 



Bid on 1 Lease 
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Generate Bid Confirmation – Eligibility Reduction  
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Bid on 2 Leases 
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Generate Bid Confirmation 
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Round 1 Posted but not yet Announced  
– Round Results 
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Round 1 Posted and next Round Price Announced 
– Round Results 
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Round 1 Closed and Posted – View Demand 
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Round 1 Closed and Posted – My Results 
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Round 1 Closed and Posted – Download 
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Round 2 – Current Bid 



Round 2 – Only 1 Live Bid 
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Round 2 – Reducing Eligibility Confirmation 
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Round 2 – Two Live Bids 
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Round 2 – Confirmation 
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Round 2 – Current Bid 



- 31 - 

Round 2 – Intra-round Bid 
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Auction Screen Shots 
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Round 2 – Intra-round Bid Reduces 1 Eligibility pt 
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Round 2 – Intra-round Bid + 1 Live Bid 
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Round 2 – Intra-round Bid + 1 Live Bid 
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Round 2 – Intra-round Bid + 1 Live Bid 



Round 2 – Intra-round Bid Confirmation 
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Round 2 – Bidder Exiting the Auction 
(Kathy & Co) 
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Generate Bid Confirmation – 0 Eligibility Warning 
(Kathy & Co) 
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Bidders with 0 Eligibility – Can’t Place Bid 
(Chris & Co) 
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Bidders with 0 Eligibility – Can View Previous 
Confirmations (Chris & Co) 
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Round 2 Closed and Result Posted 
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Round 2 Closed and Posted – My Result 
(Diana & Co) 
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Round 2 Closed and Posted – View Demand 
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Round 2 Excess  
Demand  

When there is no excess demand,  
the provisional winner is locked in 
for that lease area 



Round 3 – Provisional Winner 
(Bob & Co) 
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Auction Ends – My Result (1) 
(Bob & Co) 
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Won 1 Lease Area through 
Live Bid, carried over from 
Round 2. 



Auction Ends – My Result (2) 
(Diana & Co) 
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Won 1 lease area through 
Intra-round Bid in Round 3 



Auction Ends – My Result (3) 
(Chris & Co) 
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Bidder Preparation 
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Prospective Bidders 

• Receive, via email, the User Guide for the Auction Software 
 One copy of the User Guide will be emailed to the email address listed 

for the main “Point of Contact” for your company (Verify with BOEM) 

• Receive, via FedEx (signature required), usernames, 
passwords and tokens for the Auction System for the 
Authorized Individuals 
 Allows access to the Auction System for the mock auction and live 

auction 

 One set per authorized individual 
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Mock Auction 

• Mock Auction (training session) is scheduled just prior to the 
auction to provide bidders with an opportunity to test their login 
codes and place practice bids 

• Participation in the Mock Auction will occur remotely over the 
Internet, from the bidders’ respective offices  

• Recommend that bidders use the PC and connection that they 
intend to use for the live auction 

• No results of the Mock Auction will be published 
• Auction Manager will provide support (telephone and messaging 

facility of auction system) during the Mock Auctions 
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Live Auctions 

• Participation in the Auctions will occur remotely over the Internet, 
from the bidders’ respective offices  

• Bidders should establish protocol that a single Authorized Individual 
will be submitting bids; and that the second and third Authorized 
Individuals are available as backups 

• All submissions subject to the constraints of the Auction Rules 

• Auction Manager will provide support (telephone and messaging 
facility of auction system) during the Live Auctions 



Questions and Answers 

BOEM and Power Auctions LLC 
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