
1 

BOEM 
Environmental 
Review Process  

 
Florida Renewable Energy Task 

Force Meeting 
 

Isis Johnson, Florida Environmental Review Lead 
Office of  Renewable Energy Programs 

 
December 11, 2014 



2 

Presentation Overview 

National Environmental 
Policy Act  

Scoping 

Environmental 
Assessments 

Environmental 
Consultations 

Environmental Studies 
Program 

Questions 



The National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) 

 NEPA is a procedural law that requires Federal agencies to assess the 
environmental effects of their proposed action(s), and reasonable 
alternatives, prior to making decisions 

 

 Major Actions/Decision Points  
 Lease Issuance (survey work) 
 Plan Approval (Site Assessment, Construction and Operation, or General 

Activities) 
 Decommissioning Activities 

 

 BOEM NEPA Process  
 Scoping 
 Environmental Assessment 
 Notice of Availability  
 Finding of No Significant Impact or Environmental Impact Statement 
 Comment periods and opportunities for stakeholder involvement are present 

throughout 
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Scoping 

 The Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is a Federal 
Register Notice published to: 
 Notify the public of BOEM’s intent to prepare an 

EA 
 Solicit input on what resources and issues BOEM 

should consider (typically a 30-day comment 
period) 

 Identify alternatives to be considered in the EA 
 

 Public Information Sessions 
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An NOI would be published concurrently with the Call for Information 
and Nominations or in response to an unsolicited application 
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Preparing Environmental 
Assessments (EA) 

Preparing an EA involves the development 
and analysis of  the proposed action: 
• Lease issuance - site characterization activities (i.e. surveys) 
• Site assessment activities - (e.g., mooring and telemetry 

buoys; includes technology testing) 

Analyze environmental and 
socioeconomic resources 



Environmental and Socioeconomic 
Resources Considered 

 
 Physical  

 Air Quality 
 Water Quality 

 
 

 Biological  
 Marine Mammals 
 Sea Turtles 
 Fish and Essential Fish Habitat 

(EFH) 
 Coastal Habitats 
 Benthic Resources 
 Avian and Bat Species 

 

 Socioeconomic  
 Commercial and Recreational 

Fishing Activities 
 Aesthetics and Visual Impacts 
 Cultural Resources 
 Military Uses 
 Environmental Justice 
 Land Use and Coastal 

Infrastructure 
 Tourism and Recreation 
 Demographics and Employment 
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Preparing Environmental 
Assessments  Cont. 

Develop and 
analyze 

alternatives 

Geographic 
Alternatives 

Timing/Seasonal 
Alternatives 

No Action 
Alternative 

Cumulative 
impacts 

Past actions 

Present actions 

Reasonably 
foreseeable 

future actions 

Development of  
mitigation 
measures 

Reduce or 
eliminate 

potential impacts 
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EA 

Proposed 
Action 

Analyze 
Affected 

Resources 

Develop 
and 

Analyze 
Alternatives 

Cumulative 
impacts 

Develop 
Mitigation 
Measures 
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Additional Environmental Review 
Elements 

 Publish a Notice of Availability (NOA) in the Federal Register of the 
EA 
 30 day comment period 

 
 Publication of NOA of Final EA and Finding of No significant 

Impact (FONSI) (if applicable) or prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) 
 

 Florida NEPA Review: http://www.boem.gov/State-Activities-
Florida/ 
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Environmental Consultations 

 National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 
 Section 106 requires Federal agencies to take in to account the effects of 

their undertakings on cultural resources 
 Requires BOEM to identify the appropriate consulting parties, identify 

cultural resources, assess impacts and mitigate potential adverse effects 
 

 Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
 Section 7 requires consultation when BOEM believes a proposed action 

may affect ESA-listed species or adversely modify designated critical 
habitat 

 BOEM will coordinate with the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) and U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
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Environmental Consultations 

 Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(Essential Fish Habitat) 
 If BOEM funds, permits, or undertakes activities that may adversely 

affect EFH, BOEM is required to consult with NMFS 
 

 Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) 
 All marine mammals are protected under the MMPA, which prohibits 

(with certain exceptions) the “take” of marine mammals in U.S waters. 
 The Lessee would consult with NMFS regarding any potential take of 

marine mammals under the proposed action 
 

 Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) 
 Federal actions that are reasonably likely to affect coastal use or coastal 

resource must be “consistent to the maximum extent practicable” with 
relevant enforceable policies of the State’s federally approved coastal 
management program 

 BOEM would coordinate appropriately with the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 
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Scoping 

Publish NOI 30 Day Comment Period 

Environmental Consultations run concurrently with EA prep 

Prepare EA with 
cooperating agencies 
considering public 
input 

Publish NOA 

30 Day Comment 
Period 

Conclude consultations - revise EA if  necessary based on public 
comment and/or consultations 

FONSI OR Prepare EIS 

Overview: Standard  NEPA 
Process  



Environmental Studies 
Program 

 

BOEM’s Environmental Studies 
Program develops and oversees 
research to facilitate an 
understanding of potential impacts 
of energy development actions on 
the OCS 
 

 Annual request for public input 
(late Fall) 

 

 Opportunities for cooperative 
and/or interagency agreements 
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http://www.boem.gov/Renewable-Energy-
Environmental-Studies/ 



South Atlantic Information Resources: 
Data Search and Literature Synthesis 

 

 Included northern Florida 
 

 Objectives: 
 To develop comprehensive literature 

syntheses of the environmental and 
human aspects 
 

 Assess ecological communities and 
dominant physical oceanographic, and 
other processes that drive the shelf and 
deep sea ecosystems 

 
 Data gaps and information needs 
 Can inform NEPA 
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South Atlantic Information Resources: 
Data Search and Literature Synthesis 

 

 Soft bottom benthic communities 
 Distribution patterns, life history, seasonal 

dynamics, detailed mapping 
 Impacts of electromagnetic forces/electric cables 

 

 Hard bottom habitat 
 Habitat distribution, comprehensive mapping 
 Less information on shelf edge coral habitats 

 

 Fish and Fish Habitat 
 Non-commercial species 
 Effects of sound waves and electromagnetic fields 

 

 Sea Turtles 
 Response to anthropogenic noise 

 

 Marine Mammals 
 Distribution and density in the winter 
 Response to sounds produced during construction 
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http://www.boem.gov/Renewable-Energy-

Environmental-Studies/ 
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Questions 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact Information:  Isis Johnson 
   Environmental Protection Specialist 
   isis.johnson@boem.gov  
   703-787-1522 

 
 

mailto:isis.johnson@boem.gov
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