
 

Mid -Atlantic Regional Ocean Planning Public 

Listening Sessions Summary: November 2014 
 

This document summarizes presentations and discussions at the five public listening sessions hosted by 

the Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean (MARCO) between November 5, 2014, and November 

18, 2014. This document also captures a synthesis of comments offered verbally by members of the public 

at each of these listening sessions. Wri tten input submitted to the Mid-Atlantic RPB is not included in 

ÛÏÐÚɯÚÜÔÔÈÙàȮɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ1/!ɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÈÛɯhttp://www.boem.gov/Written-Public-Comments-

Submitted-to-the-MidA -RPB/.  The summary was developed by Meridian Institute, which provides 

process design, meeting planning, and facilitation services to the Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Body 

(MidA RPB) and MARCO.  

Introduction  

The Mid -Atlantic Regional Planning Body (MidA RPB  or RPB) released three draft documents 

for public comment on October 24, 2014, including: 

¶ Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan Options 

¶ Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Body Interim Stakeholder Engagement Plan 

¶ Status of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Assessment 

These documents were developed by internal MidA RPB workgroups  to inform and  support 

the 1/!ɀÚɯÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÐÕɯpreparation f or the next in-person meeting scheduled for January 21-22, 

2015, at which the RPB will identify an approach to developing a regional ocean action plan  

(OAP) and next steps for developing a work plan . In order to effectively gather substantive 

stakeholder input  on each of these draft documents and on the regional ocean planning process 

generally, the Mid -Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean (MARCO) hosted five public 

listening sessions throughout the region. The public listening sessions were held at the 

following dates, times, and locations:  

¶ Wednesday, November 5 in Lewes, Delaware from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 

¶ Thursday, November 6 in Virginia Beach, Virginia from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  

¶ Monday, November 10 in Ocean City, Maryland from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  

¶ Monday, November 17 in Stony Brook, New York from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

¶ Tuesday, November 18 in Long Branch, New Jersey from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

Approximately 142 individuals in total attended the public listening sessions including  

members of the public, State and Federal agencies, representatives of the Mid -Atlantic  Fishery 

Management Council, Mid -Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean (MARCO) staff, and 

http://www.boem.gov/Written-Public-Comments-Submitted-to-the-MidA-RPB/
http://www.boem.gov/Written-Public-Comments-Submitted-to-the-MidA-RPB/
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members of the MARCO Mid -Atlantic Ocean Data Portal (Portal) team. Of these, 100 were 

members of the public.  

Meeting Objectives  

The objectives of each public listening session were to: 

¶ Provide Mid -Atlantic stakeholders with an update about regional ocean planning 

activities in the Mid -Atlantic region, focusing on draft documents released for public 

review and comment, including:  

o Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan Options, 

o Mid-Atlant ic Regional Planning Body Interim Stakeholder Engagement Plan, and 

o Status of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Assessment. 

¶ Discuss the role and functionality of the MARCO Mid -Atlantic Ocean Data Portal as a 

tool to support ocean planning.  

¶ Receive input and answer questions from stakeholders about regional ocean planning 

generally and the draft materials released for public input.  

Presentations 

Each public listening session followed a similar format. Federal and State representatives of the 

MidA RPB and members of the Portal team presented a brief history of the MidA RPB, an 

overview of MidA RPB activities and progress since the May 20-21, 2014 in-person meeting, 

detailed discussions of each of the three draft documents released for public review, and recent 

updates and activities related to the Portal. The presentations offered can be found on the MidA 

1/!ɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÈÛȯɯhttp://www.boem.gov/MidA -RPB-Public-Listening -Sessions-November-2014/. 

At each of the listening sessions, the RPB members representing the host state (i.e., Delaware, 

Virginia, Maryland, New York, and New Jersey  respectively) welcomed the meeting 

participants, described the relevance of regional ocean planning to their  states, and introduced 

the MidA RPB members, alternates, and staff present at each session. State hosts at each session 

included:  

¶ Delaware: John Clark, Environmental Program Administrator, Delaware Department of 

Fish and Wildlife Fisheries Section and Sarah Cooksey, Administrator,  Delaware Coastal 

Programs 

¶ Virginia: John Bull, Commissioner, Virginia Marine Resources Commission and Laura 

McKay, Program Manager, Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program  

¶ Maryland: Catherine McCall, Director, Maryland Department of Natural Resources  

Coastal and Marine Assessment Division and Gwynne Schultz, Senior Coastal and 

Ocean Policy Advisor,  Maryland Department of Natural Resources  

http://www.boem.gov/MidA-RPB-Public-Listening-Sessions-November-2014/
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¶ New York: Karen Chytalo, Assistant Bureau Chief, New York  Department of 

Environmental Conservation and Mike Snyder, Policy Analyst, New York  Department 

of State 

¶ New Jersey: Elizabeth Semple, Manager, New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection Office of Coastal and Land Use Planning 

State hosts and/or Federal representatives began by describing the establishment of the MidA 

RPB in April 2013 pursuant to the National Ocean Policy established by President Obama in 

2010. The RPB is an intergovernmental body that coordinate s and implement s regional ocean 

planning among the six Mid -Atlantic States, Shinnecock Indian Nation, eight federal agencies, 

and the Mid -Atlantic Fishery Management Council. The purpose of regional ocean planning is 

to carry out coordinated efforts to address current challenges and emerging opportunities 

through a collaborative process among the MidA RPB member entities. This process is designed 

to guide resource conservation and economic development by facilitating information sharing, 

fostering coordination, and improvi ng decision-making about a growing number of ocean uses. 

The presenters highlighted that the RPB is not a regulatory body and has no independent legal 

authority . The MidA RPB has held two in -person meetings to date in September 2013 and May 

2014, and has approved the Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Planning Framework (Framework) and 

the Charter for the Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Body (Charter), both of which are available on 

ÛÏÌɯ1/!ɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÈÛɯhttp://www.boem.gov/Environmental -Stewardship/Mid -Atlantic -Regional-

Planning-Body/MidA -RPB-Materials.aspx.  

The presenters then reviewed an updated timeline of MidA RPB activities over the coming 

months. Since the last in-person meeting, the RPB formed several internal workgroups to 

develop: 

¶ options for the content and structure of the OAP , 

¶ a strategy for improving interjurisdictional coordination among MidA RPB member 

institutions , 

¶ an interim  plan to engage stakeholders, including strategies for coordinating with 

entities working on issues related to bays, estuaries, and coasts, 

¶ a regional ocean assessment, and 

¶ continued development  of and connections to the Portal to provide up -to-date data to 

inf orm regional ocean planning . 

At the in -person meeting scheduled for January 21-22, 2015, the MidA RPB will seek to make a 

decision about an approach to the OAP, and then will create a work  plan to guide development 

of the OAP throughout 2015 and 2016. The MidA RPB is targeting late 2016 as the deadline to 

submit a first iteration OAP for review by the National Ocean Council  and will focus on 

initiating implementation sometime in 2017 . The RPB will refine the OAP on a periodic basis.  

http://www.boem.gov/Environmental-Stewardship/Mid-Atlantic-Regional-Planning-Body/MidA-RPB-Materials.aspx
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