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Office of  Renewable Energy 
Programs (OREP) 
The mission of  the Bureau of  Ocean 
Energy Management’s Office of  
Renewable Energy Programs (OREP) is 
to regulate environmentally-responsible 
offshore renewable energy development 
activities. 
 

 Offshore Wind 
 Hydrokinetics 
 Associated transmission 
 Determining and evaluating  
the effects on natural, historical, 
and human resources 
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Agenda 
Welcome & Introductions  

– James Bennett, Chief, Office of  Renewable Energy Programs (OREP) 

Overview of  the Massachusetts Auction  
– Bill Anderson, Economist, Economics Division 

Next Steps for the Commercial Leases 
– Jessica Stromberg, Project Coordinator, OREP 

Overview of  Environmental Stipulations & Next 
Steps for Environmental Review of  Plans 
– Brian Krevor, Environmental Protection Specialist, OREP 
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Agenda 
Update on State Initiatives and Studies 

– Bruce Carlisle, Director, Office of  Coastal Zone Management 
– Bill White, Senior Director Offshore Wind Sector Development, 
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 

Task Force Member Updates 
 Introduction of  Commercial Lessees 

– Dr. Carolyn Heeps, RES America Developments Inc. 
– Mr. Erich Stephens, Offshore MW LLC 

Action Items/Next Steps 
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Next Steps for  
Commercial Leases  

OCS-A 0500 and OCS-A 0501 
Jessica Stromberg 

Project Coordinator 
Office of  Renewable Energy Programs 

 



Offshore Wind  
Authorization Process Stages 
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Planning and 
Analysis Leasing Site Assessment Construction 

and Operations 



7 

Stage 1: Planning & Analysis 

-Establish Task 
Force (Nov. 2009) 

-Request for Interest 
(Dec. 2010) 

-Call for Info. and 
Nominations (Feb. 
2012) 

-Area Identification 
of the MA WEA 
(May 2012) 

-Environmental 
Assessment (Nov. 
2012) 

Stage 2: Leasing 

-Proposed Sale 
Notice (June 2014) 
-Revised EA and 
FONSI (June 2014)  
-Final Sale Notice 
(Nov. 2014) 
-Auction ATLW4 
(Jan. 2015) 
-Commercial leases 
OCS-A 0500 & 0501 
effective (April 1, 
2015) 

Stage 3: Site Assessment 

Stage 4: Construction 
and Operations 

Offshore Wind  
Authorization Process Stages 



Lease OCS-A 0500:   
RES America Developments, Inc. 
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Lease OCS-A 0501:   
Offshore MW LLC 



Elements of  the Lease 
 Outlines specific statutes and regulations that define the 

responsibilities of  the lessee during the lease term, 
including: 
 Rights of  the Lessee and Reservations of  the Lessor 
 Payments & Financial Assurance 
 Plans & Activities 
 Suspensions & Cancellations 
 Assignments, Transfers, or Relinquishments 
 Removal & Restoration 
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Addenda to the Lease 
 Provide site-specific requirements and regulations for each 

leasing area  
 Addendum A: Description of  Leased Area and Lease 

Activities 
 Addendum B: Lease Term and Financial Schedule 
 Addendum C: Lease-Specific Terms, Conditions, and 

Stipulations 
 Addendum D: Project Easement (TBD) 
 Addendum E: Rent Schedule (TBD) 
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Lease Terms & Conditions 
 Specified in Addendum B, and at 30 CFR 585.235 
 Each lease includes a preliminary term of  12 months in which 

the lessee must submit a Site Assessment Plan (SAP) to BOEM 
 Upon approval of  the SAP, the lessee will have up to 4 ½ years 

in which to submit a Construction and Operations Plan (COP) 
to BOEM 

 Upon approval of  the COP, the lessee will have up to 25 years to 
construct and operate their proposed wind facility 
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Site Assessment Plan 
 A SAP describes: 

 the activities (e.g., installation of  meteorological towers, 
meteorological buoys) the lessee plans to perform for the 
characterization of  the commercial lease, or to test technology 
devices 

 The SAP must include results of  the following 
surveys to support the installation of  the site 
assessment facilities: 
 Physical characterization surveys (e.g. geological and 

geophysical surveys or hazards surveys) 
 Baseline environmental surveys (e.g. biological or 

archaeological surveys) 
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Site Assessment Activities 
 Installation of  a data 

collection device 
(e.g., meteorological 
tower or buoy) to 
assess the wind 
resources and ocean 
conditions of  the 
commercial lease 
area. 

 Purpose is to 
determine whether 
the area is suitable 
for wind energy 
development. 
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Site Characterization Activities 
 Site-specific surveys conducted 

to collect information regarding 
existing resources and conditions 
above the water, within the water 
column, and on & below the 
seafloor. 

 Enables the lessee to characterize 
existing seafloor and sub-seafloor 
conditions to select and propose 
appropriate design, construction, 
and installation techniques. 

 Results required to be submitted 
with SAP & COP. 
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Example:  Schematic Drawing of the various systems 
used by the Woods Hole Science Center.   
 
Source: 
http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/operations/sfmapping/s
eafloor.htm 

 

http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/operations/sfmapping/seafloor.htm
http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/operations/sfmapping/seafloor.htm


   Contents of  a SAP 
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Survey Results & Supporting Data 
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Additional Information 



Site Assessment Plan Review 
 BOEM will review the SAP and determine whether it 

contains all of  the information required (completeness) and 
whether it is adequate for conducting technical and 
environmental reviews (adequacy) 

 After conducting technical and environmental reviews, 
BOEM may approve, disapprove, or approve the SAP with 
modifications 

 Lessee has up to 5 years to conduct site assessment activities 
upon BOEM’s approval of  the SAP 
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Required Survey Plans 
 Prior to conducting surveys in support of  submission of  the 

SAP or COP, each lessee is required to submit survey plans 
for BOEM’s review and hold a pre-survey meeting with 
BOEM 

 Two types of  survey plans: 
 SAP Survey Plan – for surveys proposed to be conducted in 

support of  SAP submission 
 COP Survey Plan – for surveys proposed to be conducted in 

support of  COP submission 
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Required Survey Plans 
 The lessee must submit the respective survey plan (SAP or 

COP) to BOEM at least 30 calendar days prior to the pre-
survey meeting. 

 The lessee must hold a pre-survey meeting with BOEM at 
least 60 calendar days in advance of  proposed survey 
activities. 

 The lessee must address BOEM’s comments prior to 
commencing survey activities. 
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 Describes the construction, operations, 
and conceptual decommissioning plans 
under the commercial lease, including any 
project easement(s) 

 The COP must include the results of  the 
following surveys to support facility 
siting: 
 Shallow hazards, geological survey, 

biological survey, geotechnical survey, 
archaeological resource survey, and an 
overall site investigation report 
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Construction and Operations Plan 
 



 Additional information required for the COP is outlined in 
30 CFR 585.621, 626, and 627 

 BOEM will review the submitted COP and the information 
provided to determine whether it contains all of  the 
information required (completeness) and whether it is 
adequate for conducting technical and environmental 
reviews (adequacy) 

 After conducting technical and environmental reviews, 
BOEM may approve, disapprove, or approve the COP with 
modifications 
 

Construction and Operations Plan 
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 Guidelines for Information Requirements for a Renewable Energy 
Construction and Operations Plan (Oct. 2014) 

 Guidelines for Submission of  Spatial Data (Feb. 2013) 
 Guidelines for Providing Avian Survey Information (Nov. 2014) 
 Guidelines for Providing Geological and Geophysical, Hazards, and 

Archaeological Information (Nov. 2012) 
 Guidelines for Providing Information on Fisheries (Aug. 2013) 
 Guidelines for Providing Benthic Habitat Survey Information (Nov. 2013) 
 Guidelines for Providing Information on Marine Mammals and Sea 

Turtles (July 2013) 

http://www.boem.gov/National-and-Regional-Guidelines-for-Renewable-
Energy-Activities/ 

Guidelines 
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http://www.boem.gov/National-and-Regional-Guidelines-for-Renewable-Energy-Activities/
http://www.boem.gov/National-and-Regional-Guidelines-for-Renewable-Energy-Activities/


Summary of  Next Steps 
 SAP due April 1, 2016 
 SAP Survey Plan due 30 days prior to pre-survey 

meeting 
 Pre-survey meeting 60 days prior to surveys 

 
 COP due 4 ½ years after SAP is approved by BOEM 
 COP Survey Plan due 30 days prior to pre-survey 

meeting 
 Pre-survey meeting 60 days prior to surveys 
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Contact: 
Jessica Stromberg 
Project Coordinator 
703-787-1730 
jessica.stromberg@boem.gov 
 

Additional Information: 
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-
Massachusetts/ 
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Questions? 

http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
http://www.boem.gov/Commercial-Wind-Leasing-Offshore-Massachusetts/
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