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Under the renewable energy regulations, the issuance of leases and subsequent approval 
of wind energy development on the OCS is a staged decision-making process.  BOEM’s 
wind energy program occurs in four distinct phases, as described below. 
 

• Planning and Analysis.  The first phase is to identify suitable areas to be 
considered for wind energy leasing through collaborative, consultative, and 
analytical processes; including input from state Renewable Energy Task Forces, 
public information meetings, and other stakeholders. 

 
• Lease Issuance.  The second phase, issuance of a commercial wind energy lease, 

gives the lessee the exclusive right to subsequently seek BOEM approval for the 
development of the leasehold.  The lease does not grant the lessee the right to 
construct any facilities; rather, the lease grants the lessee the right to use the 
leased area to develop its plans, which must be approved by BOEM before the 
lessee can move on to the next stage of the process (see 30 CFR § 585.600 and  
§ 585.601). 

 
• Approval of a Site Assessment Plan (SAP).  The third stage of the process is the 

submission of a SAP, which contains the lessee’s detailed proposal for the 
construction of a meteorological tower, installation of meteorological buoys, or a 
combination of the two on the leasehold.  The SAP allows the lessee to install and 
operate site assessment facilities for a specified term.  The lessee’s SAP must be 
approved by BOEM before it conducts these “site assessment” activities on the 
leasehold.  BOEM may approve, approve with modification, or disapprove a 
lessee’s SAP (see 30 CFR § 585.605–585.618). 

 
• Approval of a Construction and Operation Plan (COP).  The fourth stage of the 

process is the submission of a COP, a detailed plan for the construction and 
operation of a wind energy project on the lease.  A COP allows the lessee to 
construct and operate wind turbine generators and associated facilities for a 
specified term.  BOEM approval of a COP is a precondition to the construction of 
any wind energy facility on the OCS.  As with a SAP, BOEM may approve, 
approve with modification, or disapprove a lessee’s COP (see 30 CFR § 585.620–
585.638). 

 
On February 3, 2012, BOEM published in the Federal Register a Notice of Availability of 
an Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact (77 FR 5560-5561) 
for commercial wind lease issuance and site assessment activities on the Atlantic OCS 
offshore New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia.  On June 25, 2012, BOEM 
completed its Section 106 review and published a Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected for the Issuance of Commercial Leases within the Maryland Wind Energy Area 
(See: http://www.boem.gov/MD_DocumentationSupport-Finding-No-Historic-
Properties-Affected).  A commercial lease sale for Maryland was held August 19, 2014. 
US Wind, Inc. was the winner of two leases, Lease OCS-A 0489 and Lease OCS-A 0490, 
comprising the entirety of the Maryland Wind Energy Area.  (See: 
http://www.boem.gov/Maryland/). 

http://www.boem.gov/MD_DocumentationSupport-Finding-No-Historic-Properties-Affected
http://www.boem.gov/MD_DocumentationSupport-Finding-No-Historic-Properties-Affected
http://www.boem.gov/OCS-A-0489/
http://www.boem.gov/OCS-A-0490/
http://www.boem.gov/Maryland/
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US Wind, Inc. has subsequently submitted a SAP describing the proposed construction, 
operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of a meteorological tower and associated 
equipment, along with the results of site characterization studies, including 
archaeological survey and historic property identification reports.  BOEM approval, 
approval with modifications, or disapproval of this SAP is the subject of this Finding.  
 
BOEM has determined that the approval of a SAP constitutes an undertaking subject to 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108) and its 
implementing regulations (36 CFR § 800). BOEM implemented a Programmatic 
Agreement pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.14(b) to fulfill its obligations under Section 106 for 
the undertakings of lease issuance and approval of site assessment activities on the OCS 
offshore the Mid-Atlantic States.  BOEM's Mid-Atlantic Programmatic Agreement was 
executed January 31, 2012, among the SHPOs of Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and 
Virginia; the ACHP; the Narragansett Indian Tribe; and the Shinnecock Indian Nation. 
(See: http://www.boem.gov/MidAtlantic-PA-Executed/).  
 
This agreement provides for Section 106 consultation to continue through both the 
commercial leasing process and BOEM’s decision-making process regarding the 
approval, approval with modification, or disapproval of lessees’ SAP, and will also allow 
for a phased identification and evaluation of historic properties (36 CFR § 800.4(b)(2)).  
Furthermore, the agreement establishes the process to determine and document the area 
of potential effects (APE) for each undertaking; to identify historic properties located 
within each undertaking’s APE that are listed in or eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places (National Register); to assess potential adverse effects; and to 
avoid, reduce, or resolve any such effects through the process set forth in the agreement. 
 
The Undertaking  
 
US Wind, Inc. proposes to install, operate and maintain a meteorological tower at the 
northern boundary of Lease OCS-A 0490 in OCS Block 6725 located approximately 17.4 
miles (28 kilometers) offshore Ocean City, Maryland (Figure 1).  The purpose of the 
proposed project is to measure and collect site-specific data in the Maryland Wind 
Energy Area (WEA) that is necessary for the design and construction of an offshore wind 
facility.  The meteorological tower will consist of a galvanized steel lattice framework 
mast fixed to a steel deck atop a steel Braced Caisson style foundation (Figure 2).  The 
Braced Caisson foundation consists of a main caisson steel pile of 6 feet (ft) (1.8 meters 
[m]) diameter and two bracing piles each of 4 ft (1.2 m) diameter (Figure 2).  The main 
caisson will be installed to a depth of approximately 177 ft (54 m) below the seafloor.  
 
The overall height of the meteorological tower (including mast and foundation) will be 
approximately 328 ft (100 m) above mean sea level.  The platform deck supporting the 
mast will be approximately 3,000 square ft (278.7 square m) with an elevation of 
approximately 60 ft (18 m) above mean sea level.  Both the mast and the platform deck 
will be equipped with safety lighting, markings and signal equipment per Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) and United States Coast Guard (USCG) guidance.  The 
mast will be outfitted with instruments (e.g. anemometers, vanes, barometers, 

http://www.boem.gov/MidAtlantic-PA-Executed/
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temperature sensors, precipitation sensors, bat monitors) for recording empirical 
environmental conditions in situ. 
 
A seabed mounted package including an Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) 
system will be installed adjacent to the meteorological tower.  The seabed mounted 
oceanographic data package will be housed in an industry standard trawl resistant bottom 
mount approximately 6 inches (in) (15 centimeters [cm]) long, 4 in (10 cm) wide and 2 in 
(5 cm) deep.  
 
Installation of the meteorological tower will be completed via a lift boat.  During 
installation bottom-disturbing activities may take place within a construction footprint 
that consists of a 984 ft (300 m) radius surrounding the tower location.  The seabed 
mounted instrument package will also be installed within this construction footprint. 
There are no cables or connections to shore associated with the installation or operation 
of the meteorological tower.  

 
Figure 1.  Project location (ESS Group, Inc. 2016). 
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Figure 2. Illustration of the meteorological tower braced caisson foundation, deck and mast (ESS 
Group, Inc. 2016).  
 
Area of Potential Effects 
 
As defined in the Section 106 regulations at 36 CFR § 800.16(d), the APE is the 
“geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause 
alterations in the character or use of historic properties, if any such properties exist.  The 
APE is influenced by the scale and nature of an undertaking and may be different for 
different kinds of effects caused by the undertaking.” 
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As defined by the signatories in the Programmatic Agreement the APE for the approval 
of a SAP is considered as: 
 

1. The depth and breadth of the seabed potentially impacted by proposed 
seafloor/bottom-disturbing activities;  

2. The onshore viewshed from which lighted meteorological structures would be 
visible; and,  

3. Any areas on land used for staging the offshore work. 
 
Offshore APE 
 
The offshore APE is defined as a 984 ft (300 m) radius construction footprint surrounding 
the location of the meteorological tower (Figure 3).  This area encompasses the location 
of any potential bottom disturbing activities related to installation, operation, 
maintenance and decommissioning of the proposed meteorological tower and includes 
the foundation of the tower itself.  The vertical extent of potential disturbance is 177 ft 
(54 m) below the seafloor at the tower location as determined by the maximum potential 
depth of installation for the braced caisson foundation.   
 
Viewshed APE 
 
ESS Group, Inc. completed a GIS-based viewshed analysis utilizing U.S. Geological 
Survey topographic data and further modeling curvature of the earth, refraction of light 
and screening elements (such as vegetation, buildings and structures) to determine the 
onshore extent of potential visibility from the proposed meteorological tower.  The 
onshore viewshed APE is based on the results of this model and is defined as an area 
extending along the coastline from the vicinity of Bethany Beach, Delaware south to 
Assateague National Seashore, Maryland, as illustrated in Figure 4.  
 
The potential for visibility of the proposed meteorological tower is mostly restricted to 
the shoreline as buildings and other development would block views from locations 
further inland.  Potential visibility may occur further inland in places such as Assateague 
National Seashore and Fenwick Island State Park where there is little to no waterfront 
development. 
 
Onshore Staging APE 
 
US Wind proposes to utilize existing yards and port facilities in Baltimore, Maryland for 
the fabrication and staging of meteorological tower components.  The tower foundation 
and mast will be transported to the WEA by barge from an existing port.  Because the site 
assessment activities will not involve expansion or modification of port infrastructure, 
onshore staging activities are not defined as part of the APE for the approval of the US 
Wind, Inc. SAP.   
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Figure 3. Illustration of the offshore APE (ESS Group, Inc. 2016).  
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Figure 4. Illustration of the viewshed APE (ESS Group, Inc. 2016).  
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Consultation with Appropriate Parties and the Public 
 
BOEM initiated consultation for the development of the Programmatic Agreement in 
2011 through letters of invitation, telephone calls, emails, meetings, webinars, and the 
circulation and discussion of the agreement that guides the Section 106 consultation for 
the undertaking considered in this Finding.  This outreach and notification included 
contacting over 85 individuals and entities, including federally-recognized tribes, local 
governments, SHPOs, state-recognized tribes, and the public (Table 1).  Additionally, 
BOEM conducted formal government-to-government consultation with the Narragansett 
Indian Tribe and the Shinnecock Indian Nation, both of whom chose to consult with 
BOEM and participate in the development of the Programmatic Agreement.  
Furthermore, BOEM identified and contacted 16 state-recognized tribes, one of whom, 
the Lenape Tribe of Delaware, chose to consult with BOEM and participate in the 
development of the Agreement. 
 
The Section 106 consultation that was completed by BOEM prior to the issuance of 
commercial leases within the Maryland Wind Energy Area is detailed in the June 25, 
2012, Finding of No Historic Properties Affected for the Issuance of Commercial Leases 
within the Maryland Wind Energy Area (available online at: 
http://www.boem.gov/MD_DocumentationSupport-Finding-No-Historic-Properties-
Affected).  Information and comments provided by the parties as part of the lease 
issuance consultation were also considered for the undertaking of SAP approval as 
reviewed in this Finding.  
 
On December 18, 2013, BOEM published in the Federal Register a Proposed Sale Notice 
for Commercial Leasing for Wind Power on the Outer Continental Shelf Offshore 
Maryland (78 FR 76643-76652).  This notice, in part, solicited public comment to inform 
the bureau’s environmental review.  One response of relevance to BOEM’s Section 106 
review for SAP approval within the Maryland WEA was received from NPS (Appendix 
A).  NPS expressed concern regarding potential impacts from commercial wind energy 
development to Assateague Island National Seashore located along the coast of Maryland 
and Virginia.  In particular, NPS raised concern regarding potential impacts to night skies 
and natural soundscapes from offshore wind turbines equipped with FAA and USCG 
safety lighting.  NPS also states that they are not aware of the presence of any National 
Historic Landmarks (NHL) that could be impacted by renewable energy development 
with the Maryland WEA, but that there may be other properties listed in, or eligible for 
listing in, the National Register of Historic Places within the project area and that the 
appropriate SHPOs should be contacted for additional information.  NPS additionally 
requested to participate in the environmental review for any SAPs or COPs considered 
offshore Maryland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.boem.gov/MD_DocumentationSupport-Finding-No-Historic-Properties-Affected
http://www.boem.gov/MD_DocumentationSupport-Finding-No-Historic-Properties-Affected


 
 

 
 

10 

Table 1. Entities Solicited for Information and Comments Regarding Historic Properties within the 
Mid-Atlantic WEAs During Development of the Programmatic Agreement.  

 
Federally-recognized 
Tribes State-recognized Tribes Local Governments Local Governments 

Absentee Shawnee Tribe of 
Oklahoma 

Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) 
Indian Tribe 

Accomack-Northampton 
Planning District 
Commission 

Town of Fenwick 

Aroostook Band of 
Micmacs Chickahominy Tribe Atlantic City Town of Ocean City 

Catawba Indian Nation Eastern Chickahominy 
Tribe Berlin, MD Town of Ocean City 

Council 
Delaware Nation 
(Anadarko) 

Lenape Indian Tribe of 
Delaware 

Board of Supervisors 
Accomack County Town of Ocean View 

Delaware Nation 
(Bartlesville) Mattaponi Tribe City of Chesapeake Town of South Bethany 
Delaware Nation 
(Emporia) Monacan Indian Nation City of Hampton Worcester County 

Commission 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Nansemond Tribe City of Lewes  
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of 
Oklahoma 

Nanticoke Indian 
Association, Inc. City of Millville Additional Organizations 

Houlton Band of Maliseet 
Indians 

Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape 
Indians City of Newport News Lower Eastern Shore 

Heritage Council, Inc. 
Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe Nottoway Indian Tribe City of Norfolk Maryland Commission on 

Indian Affairs 
Miccosukee Tribe Pamunkey Tribe City of Portsmouth Preservation Maryland 
Narragansett Indian Tribe Patawomeck Indian Tribe City of Rehoboth  
Oneida Indian Nation Powhatan Renape Nation City of Suffolk  
Onondaga Nation Rampanough Mountain 

Indians City of Virginia Beach  
Passamaquoddy Tribe 
(Indian Township) Rappahannock Tribe Dennis Township  
Passamaquoddy Tribe 
(Pleasant Point) Upper Mattaponi Tribe Egg Harbor City  
Penobscot Nation  Egg Harbor Township  
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe  Hampton Roads Planning 

District Commission  
Seminole Tribe  James City County  
Shinnecock Indian Nation  Northampton/Accomack 

City  
Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community of Mohican 
Indians 

 Ocean City  

Tuscarora Nation  Office of Congressman 
Michael N. Castle  

Wampanoag Tribe of Gay 
Head (Aquinnah)  Ship Bottom Borough  
  Stafford Township  
  Sussex County  
  Sussex County Council  
  Town of Bethany  
  Town of Dewey Beach  
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During preparation of the SAP, US Wind, Inc. directly contacted the Delaware SHPO and 
shared information regarding the viewshed model and visual simulations of the proposed 
meteorological tower.  The Delaware SHPO provided a written response on January 14, 
2016, indicating that two historic properties are present within the viewshed APE within 
the state of Delaware: the Indian River Life Saving Service Station (S02109) and the 
Fenwick Island Lighthouse Station (S00187) (Appendix B).  Based on this information, 
the Delaware SHPO provided the determination that the proposed meteorological tower 
would have no adverse effect on historic properties within Delaware based on the 
distance of the tower from shore and the consideration that the nighttime FAA lighting on 
the tower would not be notable when compared with current shipping traffic.  
 
BOEM initiated Section 106 consultation for the undertaking of approving the US Wind, 
Inc. SAP in February of 2016.  BOEM initiated consultation through letters to the 
Delaware SHPO, Maryland SHPO, ACHP, Narragansett Indian Tribe, Shinnecock Indian 
Nation, NPS and Lenape Tribe of Delaware (Appendix C).  This correspondence shared 
information regarding the proposed undertaking, the geographic extent of the APE and 
the results of historic property identification surveys; provided a draft of this Finding 
which also summarized the undertaking, APE and results of historic property 
identification surveys; and solicited from the consulting parties additional information or 
concerns regarding historic properties or potential effects within the APE. 
 
A response was received from the Maryland Historical Trust concurring with BOEM’s 
determination of no historic properties affected for this undertaking (Appendix D).  
 
Comments were also received from the Shinnecock Indian Nation (Appendix E). The 
comments state that the Shinnecock people are traditional whalers and fisherman who 
have used coastal waterways for travel and trade, including southern navigation routes in 
the Mid-Atlantic for canoe journey and whaling.  The comments state that due to the 
Nation’s historical use of waterways for canoe journeys, trade and travel, as well as proud 
history of whaling along the Mid-Atlantic coast and beyond, the Nation may have 
historical properties within the project area that could be disturbed by the activities of 
U.S. Wind Inc.  In regards to the Programmatic Agreement, the Shinnecock Indian 
Nation requested a summary regarding previous consultation and interaction between the 
nation and the bureau. This was provided to the Shinnecock Indian Nation by BOEM via 
email April 4, 2016. The Shinnecock Indian Nation requested that the Unkechaug Nation, 
a state recognized tribe located on Long Island, NY be included as a consulting party to 
this and future undertakings. BOEM has included the Unkechaug Nation as a consulting 
party to this undertaking and will provide them with a copy of this Finding.  BOEM and 
the Shinnecock Indian Nation are currently working to schedule government to 
government consultation during summer 2016.  
 
 
II.  Description of the Steps Taken to Identify Historic Properties 
 
BOEM’s renewable energy regulations require a lessee to provide the results of surveys 
with its SAP for the areas affected by the activities proposed in the plan (see 30 CFR 
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585.610(b)), including the results of an archaeological resource identification survey.  
BOEM provides guidelines for acquiring this information and documenting the results of 
these activities.  See Guidelines for Providing Archaeological and Historic Property 
Information Pursuant to 30 CFR Part 585 at: 
http://www.boem.gov/Guidelines_for_Providing_Archaeological_and_Historic_Property
_Information_Pursuant_to_30CFR585/, which advise lessees to survey the entirety of the 
area they propose to impact.  Additionally, BOEM requires lessees to provide the results 
of onshore historic property identification activities conducted in accordance with the 
standards and guidelines of the relevant SHPOs or Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, 
if on tribal lands.  

BOEM has reviewed two historic property identification reports included with the US 
Wind, Inc. SAP. These include a Marine Archaeological Resources Assessment for the 
US Wind Offshore Energy Project, Lease Areas OCS-A0489 and OCS-A0490, Offshore 
Maryland (Schmidt et al. 2016) and a Visual Resources Assessment (Ess Group, Inc. 
2016).  These reports are attached to this Finding (Appendix C and Appendix D) and the 
results are summarized below. 

Marine Archaeological Resources Assessment 
 
A high resolution geophysical survey utilizing a multibeam echo sounder, side scan 
sonar, magnetometer and CHIRP sub-bottom profiler was conducted within the offshore 
APE in accordance with BOEM’s Guidelines for Providing Archaeological and Historic 
Property Information Pursuant to 30 CFR Part 585.  A geotechnical boring was also 
conducted at the site of the proposed meteorological tower.  A Qualified Marine 
Archaeologist conducted line-by-line analyses of the post-processed data to identify 
anomalies with potential to represent submerged cultural resources.  This included the 
identification of both submerged paleolandforms with potential for the presence of 
drowned pre-contact archaeological sites and historic period shipwrecks.  In addition, 
background research was conducted to develop pre-contact and historic period contexts 
and provide a study of local geomorphic processes.  
 
No side scan sonar targets were identified within the APE.  Thirteen magnetic anomalies 
were identified within the offshore APE; however, analysis of both raw and contoured 
data and consideration of the complexity, intensity and duration of the magnetic 
signatures, resulted in the determination that these anomalies are not likely to represent 
submerged historic properties (Schmidt et al. 2016: 47).  Sub-bottom profiler data were 
collected on every survey track line and analyzed to identify any paleolandscape features 
that may have been located within the offshore APE.  Processing and review of this data 
indicated that no paleo-channels or other buried landforms are present within the offshore 
APE (Schmidt et al. 2016:50).   
 
Visual Resources Assessment 
 
Historic properties within the viewshed APE were identified through a comprehensive 
literature search of relevant inventories and databases, including properties listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places and properties included in the respective state 

http://www.boem.gov/Guidelines_for_Providing_Archaeological_and_Historic_Property_Information_Pursuant_to_30CFR585/
http://www.boem.gov/Guidelines_for_Providing_Archaeological_and_Historic_Property_Information_Pursuant_to_30CFR585/
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inventories of the Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs and the Maryland 
Historical Trust (ESS Group, Inc. 2016).  US Wind, Inc. additionally conducted outreach 
and coordination with the Delaware and Maryland SHPOs during preparation of the 
visual resource assessment.  From this review thirteen historic properties were identified 
within the viewshed APE (ESS Group, Inc. 2016: 3.11-52).  These properties are 
summarized in Table 2.    
 
Consideration of potential onshore visibility of the proposed meteorological tower was 
informed by the development of visual simulations depicting the tower under day and 
nighttime conditions (including FAA safety lighting) from a location in Ocean City, 
Maryland (ESS Group, Inc. 2016: 3.11-42).  An assessment of visual effects was 
completed by a Qualified Architectural Historian (ESS Group, Inc. 2016: 3.11-49).
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Table 2. Historic Properties Identified within the Viewshed APE (ESS, Inc. 2016). 

 
Property MIHP 

Number 
 

Designation 
Criteria/Area 

of 
Significance 

 
Distance 

 
Analysis of Effects 

St. Paul's by-the-Sea 
Protestant Episcopal 
Church, 302 N Baltimore 
Ave, Ocean City, 
Maryland 

WO-326 National Register of 
Historic Places (2008) 

C / 
Architecture 

18 The property is an early 20th century, Gothic Revival church 
complex located at intersection of Baltimore Ave. and Third 
Street. Documentation notes that setting currently is dominated 
by modern streetscape. Distant view of MET tower from rear 
elevation will not diminish the property's integrity and will have 
no adverse effect upon its significant characteristics. 

Williams Grove, 11842 
Porfin Drive, Berlin, 
Maryland 

WO-12 National Register of 
Historic Places (1996) 

C / 
Architecture 

22.6 Williams Grove is a two-story, three-part frame dwelling 
constructed between 1810 and 1860. The building is oriented 
northwest. Nomination does not define setting as contributing to 
architectural character. Aerial views available on Google Earth 
suggest that the house occupies a water front residential site 
flanked by single family dwellings. Distant view of MET tower 
from rear elevation will not diminish the property's integrity and 
will have no adverse effect upon its significant architectural 
characteristics. 

Henry's Grove, Steven 
Decatur Road, Berlin, 
Maryland 

WO-8 National Register of 
Historic Places (1984) 

C / 
Architecture 

22 Henry's Grove is significant as an example of late 18th century 
domestic architecture associated with the lower Eastern Shore. 
The two-and-one-half-story, brick dwelling was constructed in 
1792. Documentation emphasizes the building's elaborate and 
intact interior detailing. Dwelling was vacant at the time of 
nomination and occupied an agricultural site that included a 20th 
century tenant house and outbuildings. Original house lot was 
characterized as substantially overgrown.  Distant view of MET 
tower will not diminish the property's integrity and will have no 
adverse effect upon its significant architectural characteristics. 

Sandy Point 
Archeological Site 

 National Register of 
Historic Places (1975) 

D / Archeology 22.8 The archeological site contains the southernmost component of 
the Townsend Series and is one of the few documented 
Woodland period village sites in the area. The site was 
investigated by amateur archeologists in 1944 and is currently 
protected by a bulkhead and lawns. Distant views of the MET 
tower will pose no adverse effect to the significant characteristics 
of the below grade historic property. 

Mount Vernon Hotel & 
Annex, Talbot St, Ocean 
City, MD 

WO-328; 
WO-329 

Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 

N/A 18.1 Demolished 2005. 
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Property MIHP 

Number 
 

Designation 
Criteria/Area 

of 
Significance 

 
Distance 

 
Analysis of Effects 

Atlantic Hotel, 2 Main St., WO-76; Berlin Commercial C / 18.2 The three- story brick hotel was constructed in 1896 and is a 
Berlin, MD; Berlin WO-184 National Register Architecture contributing element to the Berlin Commercial Historic District, a 
Commercial Historic Historic District discontinuous historic area listed on the National Register in 
District (1980) 1980. The hotel is part of a late 19th to early 20th century 

commercial streetscape characterized by a continuous line of 
low scale commercial structures oriented directly to the street. 
Distant views of the MET tower that may be visible form the 
upper stories of the building will not diminish its integrity and will 
pose no adverse effect to the significant architectural 
characteristics of the hotel or the surrounding historic district. 

U.S. Lifesaving Station 
Museum, Boardwalk and 
South 2nd St., Ocean 
City, MD 

WO - 323 Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 

C 
/Architecture 

18.2 The U.S. Life-Saving Station originally was constructed in 1891 
and occupied an ocean front site on North Division Street. The 
unique building was relocated to its current location in 1977 and 
restored as a city museum. The station's original location and 
setting were altered by its relocation. Distant views of the MET 
tower pose no adverse effect to the building's significant 
architectural characteristics. 

U.S. Coast Guard Tower, 
Boardwalk and South 2nd 
St., Ocean City, Maryland 

WO - 347 Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 

C / 
Transportation 

18.3 The U.S. Coast Guard Tower is a braced metal tower that rises 
four flights to an observation platform and cabin. Constructed in 
1934-35, the structure is the oldest of its type along Maryland's 
Atlantic coast. Oriented to the ocean, the structure was built as 
a functional observation point. While distant views of the MET 
tower will be visible from the tower, these views will not diminish 
the engineering character of the property and pose no adverse 
effect to the structure's integrity. 

Lambert Ayres House, 6 
Dorchester St, Ocean 
City, Maryland 

WO - 334 Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 

N/A 18.1 Demolished 2004. 

Tarry-A-While Guest 
House,108 Dorchester 
St., Ocean City, Maryland 

WO - 333 Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 

N/A 18.2 The Tarry -a-While Guest House is a two-and-one-half story, 
frame dwelling that was moved to its present location in 2004. 
The house, constructed ca. 1897, was determined ineligible for 
National Register consideration by the Maryland Historical Trust 
in 2005. The house is not an historic property. 

Pier Pavilion, the 
Boardwalk, Ocean City, 
Maryland 

WO - 327 Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 

C / 
Architecture, 
Commerce 

18.2 The Pier Pavilion is a two-story, frame, Colonial Revival style 
commercial structure constructed at the entry of the Ocean City 
boardwalk in 1926. The building is a rare example of early 20th 
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Property MIHP 

Number 
 

Designation 
Criteria/Area 

of 
Significance 

 
Distance 

 
Analysis of Effects 

     century, seaside entertainment architecture in Maryland. The 
building is oriented to the west. Distant views of the MET tower 
will be visible primarily from the rear elevation. These distant 
views will not diminish the architectural or commercial character 
of the resource. 

Woodcock House, Berlin 
Vicinity, Maryland 

WO -11 Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 

N/A 23.3 The Woodcock Farm originally consisted of an eighteenth 
century two-story, brick dwelling and a dairy.  The house was 
damaged by a fire in the early 20th century and substantially 
rebuilt altering its overall design. The Maryland Historical Trust 
determined that the property did not possess significance or 
integrity necessary for National Register consideration in 1995. 

North Beach Life Saving 
Station, Assateague 
Island, Ocean City, 
Maryland 

WO - 357 Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties 

N/A 20 Documentation on the North Beach Life Saving Station records 
the former location of a one-and-one-half story building 
constructed in 1884 and burned following substantial storm 
damage in 1962. Historical and locational data were compiled 
based on archeological and historical interest. Distant views of 
the MET tower from the potential archeological site pose no 
adverse effect to its potential significance or integrity. 
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Analysis by the Qualified Architectural Historian included review of previously compiled 
data including Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places, Maryland 
Inventory of Historic Property Forms (MIHP), and Determination of Eligibility (DOE) 
forms.  Narrative, cartographic, and photographic data were analyzed.  The purpose of 
this review was to identify the characteristics that qualify the resources as historic 
properties.  Particular attention was paid to documentation related to the integrity of each 
property’s location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
Information on the scale, use, orientation, and physical context of the properties was 
sought.  The potential of the meteorological tower to introduce visual elements that will 
diminish the significance and integrity of resource was assessed based on the desktop 
review applying 36 CFR § 800.5 Assessment of adverse effects (ESS Group, Inc. 2016: 
3-11.50).  
 
Of these 13 properties: one is an archaeological site (Sandy Point) and is not considered 
further for viewshed impacts; 3 have been demolished or destroyed (WO-328, WO-
329/334 and WO-357); two have been determined by the Maryland SHPO to be 
ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (WO-333 and WO-11); 
and one was moved from its original location (WO-323).  The visual simulations indicate 
that potential onshore visibility of the proposed meteorological tower is minimal and is 
likely to be indistinguishable from existing vessel traffic and existing offshore buoys.  
Therefore, for the remaining historic properties, the analysis determined that the potential 
visibility will have no adverse effect upon the qualities of significance and integrity or 
upon the character of historic properties (ESS Group, Inc. 2016: 3-11.60).  
 
III.     The Basis for the Determination of No Historic Properties Affected 
 
BOEM has considered information gathered during consulting with the appropriate 
parties and the public and through review of the historic property identification reports 
provided in support of the US Wind, Inc. SAP.  A good faith effort has been made to 
identify historic properties within the offshore and onshore APE.  The results of these 
identification surveys are documented in the Marine Archaeological Resources 
Assessment for the US Wind Offshore Energy Project, Lease Areas OCS-A0489 and 
OCS-A0490, Offshore Maryland (Schmidt et al. 2016) and a Visual Resources 
Assessment (ESS Group, Inc. 2016).  
 
No historic properties have been identified within the offshore APE.  Historic properties 
are present within the onshore APE, however, as the visibility of the proposed 
meteorological tower is expected to be minimal and indistinguishable from existing 
vessel traffic and offshore buoys, the proposed undertaking will have no effect upon them 
as defined in 800.16(i).  
 
Although effects to historic properties may occur from an unanticipated, post-review 
discovery during construction of the meteorological tower, the required implementation 
of the unanticipated discoveries clause at 30 CFR § 585.802 and the inclusion of a post-
review discoveries clause as a condition of SAP approval, ensures that any discoveries 
are reported and reviewed under the National Historic Preservation Act.   
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APPENDICES 
 

Appendix A:  Correspondence from NPS to BOEM, February 14, 2014.  
 
Appendix B:  Correspondence from the Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural 
Affairs to US Wind, Inc., January 14, 2016. 
 
Appendix C:  Correspondence from BOEM to the Maryland Historical Trust, February 
11, 2016; a similar letter was sent to all consulting parties. 
 
Appendix D:  Correspondence from the Maryland Historical Trust to BOEM, March 16, 
2016 (updated to include April 27, 2016 concurrence received from Maryland Historical 
Trust).   
 
Appendix E: Correspondence from the Shinnecock Indian Nation to BOEM, March 16, 
2016. 
 
Appendix F:  Marine Archeological Resources Assessment for the US Wind Offshore 
Energy Project (Previously shared with consulting parties).  
 
Appendix G:  Visual Impact Assessment (Previously shared with consulting parties).  
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