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1 MR. BENNETT: Good afternoon. 1'd like to
2 wel cone you all to this public hearing on the
3 Programmati ¢ Environnental | npact Statenent on
4 Geol ogi cal and Geophysical Activities in the Md- and
5 South Atlantic. M nane is JimBennett. | amwth the
6 Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent at its headquarters.
7 Safety first. |In the event of an energency,
8 the closest exits are the ones right behind you. The
9 restroons are down the hall in the | obby to the right
10 of the el evators.
11 First 1 want to nention that the Bureau of
12 Ocean Energy Managenent is an bureau within the United
13 States Departnent of the Interior. W are responsible
14 for research and environnental protection on the Quter
15 Conti nental Shelf.
16 We are here to take your comments on the
17 environnental inpact statenent and I'd like to
18 I ntroduce several people to you because, like |I say, we
19 are here to get your coments. But if you have
20 questions or seek sone information, there are a nunber
21 of people here who nay be able to help you or we could
22 find the information for you.
23 The first person, of course, is our Director,
24  Tommy Beaudreau up on the panel and the Project
25 Manager, Tom Bergstadt, to his right. Also Tershara
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Mat t hews, Regi onal Environnental Assessnent Unit
Supervi sor and Gary Goeke, the Regional Environnental
Section Chief. Cathy Rosa is here with logistics. |
think she is out at the table. And John Filostrat is
with our Ofice of Public Affairs. John? There is
John.

Al so, fromour consultants, Continental Shelf
Associ ates, the Project Manager, WII| Sloger. 1Is he in
here?

Kim O sen, the Deputy Project Manager and

Robin -- you know, I know | amgoing to get this wong
because she explained it to ne -- Schuricht.
Wth that, like | said, again, we are here to

recei ve your comments. But before we do that, we have
sonme remarks fromour Drector, Tommy Beaudreau, and a
short presentation on the project and the EIS itself
from Tom Bergstadt. Tonmy.

MR. BEAUDREAU:. (Good afternoon everyone.
Thank you very nmuch for attending this public hearing
on our Draft Programmatic EIS for Geol ogi cal and
Geophysical Activities in the Md- and South Atlantic.
Let ne start by just providing a little bit of context
for the Programmatic EIS so that everyone here
understands how it fits in with our responsibilities

and our oversight activity.
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1 The Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent was
2 formed | ast October. |It's one of the two new agencies
3 in the Interior Departnent that were created foll ow ng
4 the Deepwater Horizon blowut and oil spill in the Gilf
5 of Mexico two years ago, two years ago | ast week.
6 The reorgani zati on was one of the fundanental
7 responses that the Federal Governnent took in the wake
8 of the Deepwater Horizon accident to provide for nore
9 effective oversight of offshore energy activity, oil
10 and gas as well as renewabl e energy devel opnent.
11 The way we desi gned the reorganization was
12 essentially to separate out environnental assessnent
13 and |l easing activity and | ong-term of f shore energy
14 pl anning activity froma nore pure safety oversight.
15 And so the Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenent, which is
16 our agency, is responsible for |ong-term planning for
17 energy activity on the U S. OCS. That includes
18 devel opnent of the five-year oil and gas | easing
19 program It includes conducting all environnental
20 assessnents under NEPA as well as other statutes and
21 overseeing actual |ease sales for oil and gas as well
22 as the devel opnent and | easing related to offshore
23 renewabl e energy including wnd energy.
24 The Bureau of Safety and Environnent al
25 Enf orcenent, which is our sister agency, is responsible

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208 (704) 333-9889


http://www.huseby.com

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Public Hearing on 04/24/2012 Page 5

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N PP

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0N O O A WO N~ O

for overseeing the safety of offshore energy activities

I ncluding the safety of drilling operations, overseeing
spill response in the event of an accident or an oil
spill, and conducting inspections.

And so broadly speaking, that is the
breakdown of responsibilities between the two new
agencies. So BCEM as | said, is responsible for
devel oping the five-year oil and gas | easing program
We put out a draft of the five-year program| ast
Novenber that |aid out a proposed schedule for oil and
gas | ease sales on the U S. OCS for the period starting
| ater this year, 2012 through 2017.

That programincludes potential |ease sales
in the Gulf of Mexico, in the central and western Qulf
of Mexico, a sliver in the eastern Gulf of Mexico,
potential sales in Alaska, ny hone state, off of the
Beaufort and Chukchi Sea pl anning areas and t he Cook
Inlet planning area. These are all areas that have had
| ease sales in the past.

And so we designed the program focused on
devel oping regionally tailored, regionally specific
approaches to oil and gas |easing, nmeaning getting away
froma default of area wide | easing that has existed in
t he past and noving toward nore narrowy tail ored and

appropriate | easing prograns, depending on the region.

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208 (704) 333-9889



http://www.huseby.com

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Public Hearing on 04/24/2012

Page 6

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N PP

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0N O O A WO N~ O

And so, for exanple, with respect to the Gl f
of Mexico which is an extrenely mature area for oil and
gas devel opnent, we do maintain or propose continuing
area wide |ease sales in the central and western Gl f
of Mexico. It's the area with the npst resource
potential, particularly in the central Gulf of Mxico
and the nost mature infrastructure to both bring
resources to market and also to respond in the event of
an accident or an oil spill.

Wth respect to the Artic, we have proposed
potential sales, one sale each in the Beaufort and the
Chukchi, but we set those sales very late in the
five-year programwith the idea that we want to
conti nue devel opi ng the science including geol ogi cal
science as well as environnental science to inform A,
whet her those | ease sales should actually go forward,
and B, if they do go forward, what should the
configuration of the | ease sale be?

W are not going to do an area w de | ease
sale in the Artic where in the past we've nade
avai |l abl e essentially the entire area and the oil and
gas conpani es chose within that area where they woul d
be interested in purchasing acreage.

| nstead, what we believe is nore appropriate

for the Artic would be focusing on where the resource
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potential is, understandi ng through scientific

devel opnent including seismc surveys where the
resource potential is and then taking a hard | ook at
how that lines up with environnentally sensitive areas
and ot her | eases including subsistence hunts which they
are extrenely inportant to native Al askans.

And so out of that, if a | ease sal e goes
forward, we intend for the sale to be nuch nore narrow,
deconflicted and focused on areas where there is
actually significant resource potential.

We have not schedul ed, to the disappoi ntnent
of sonme of the folks in this room we have not at this
time schedul ed | ease sales in the Md- and South
Atlantic. And we did that for a very specific reason.
We are pursuing an energy strategy with respect to the
M d- and South Atlantic that is quite deliberate and
quite focused, but in our judgnent, now would not be
the tinme to schedule | ease sales. There is sone
prelimnary work that needs to be done before any, in
our judgnent, any oil and gas |easing would be
appropri ate.

Sonme of that work includes what is being
contenplated or studied in this Programmtic EIS. Qur
under standi ng of the resource potential off of the Md-

and South Atlantic states at this point intinme is
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limted. The last seismc surveys in these areas were
conducted twenty-five, thirty years ago with technol ogy
that frankly is quite out of date at this point. There
have been a | ot of devel opnents in geology and in

sei sm c surveys.

And so our information about the resource
potential, both the magnitude of the resource potenti al
but also the locations of where potential reservoirs
may be at this point intinme is limted. So consistent
with that regionally tail ored approach to | easing that
| described to you, we believe that a first critical
step to even considering whether or not to hold the
| ease sale is to understand what the resource potenti al
and where the resource may be.

And then given that information, that
scientific informati on about the geol ogy and the
resource potential, take that and simlar to what we
woul d be doing in Alaska, line that up agai nst
envi ronnent al concerns and ot her uses. Qoviously there
IS not subsistence hunts off of the east coast as there
Is in Alaska, but there are significant other uses.

The mlitary, extrenely inportant to Norfolk
and Virginia as well as North Carolina has significant
operations, obviously, in the Md- and South Atlantic

i ncl udi ng right out of Norfolk.
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Everyone here respects the mlitary's
prerogatives and m ssions, understands how i nport ant
that is and so we need to do a lot of work to figure
out how any offshore energy devel opnent can be
reconciled with the mlitary's needs.

There's also commercial fishing interest,
recreational interest, shipping, comercial shipping
I nterest that need to be taken into account and |ined
up agai nst any potential interest in oil and gas.

And so that is the process that we're going
t hrough now. The stage we are in, we have put out a
draft of the Progranmmatic EIS that eval uates the
potential environnmental inpact of geol ogical and
geophysi cal surveys including specifically seismc
surveys, acoustic surveys that use sound to penetrate
geol ogi cal formati ons and devel op data about what nmay
be down there including oil and gas reserves
potentially.

Those activities we know may have effects on
critters that are in the ocean including in particul ar
mari ne manmals. And so we are going through a very
exhaustive and deli berate study of the potenti al
effects in this area, in these regions given the
ecosystemand the aninmals that |ive in these areas,

what the potential effects may be and what mtigation
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nmeasures woul d be appropriate if this activity is to go
f orward.

So that is the entire purpose of our EI'S and
that is why your participation today is extrenely
i nportant. It's extrenely inportant under our process
and our Denocratic system of governnment to get the
public's input on things we should consider in
finalizing the EIS. Have we m ssed sonething? Are
there issues that we didn't give appropriate wei ght to?
And al so what public sentinent is around this potenti al
activity. |It's extrenely inportant to us. It's a
factor that we have to consider going forward in
eval uati ng whet her any energy |easing off of Virginia,
for exanple, should take place at all. Wat is the
public sentinent around that?

So this is an inportant step in that process.
| commend each and every one of you for taking the tine
out of your day to participate in this process. Your
voices will be heard. | wll be sitting through nmuch
of the testinony today paying close attention, and as
we work to finalize the EIS, you will see your comments
and consi deration of your comments reflected in the
final docunment.

So with that, I will turn it over to Tom

Bergstadt. He is a nenber of BCEM scientific staff.

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208 (704) 333-9889



http://www.huseby.com

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Public Hearing on 04/24/2012 Page 11

1 He has been overseeing the preparation of the

2 Programmatic EIS and is truly our agency's expert on

3 these issues for this region. So thank you very mnuch.

4 MR. BERGSTEDT: Thank you, M. Beaudreau.

5 This is the neeting scheduled for the public neetings

6 being held for this Programmatic EIS. You can see that

7 we've had -- |ast week we were in these places in the

8 sout hern part; Jacksonville, Savannah, Charl eston,

9 today Norfolk and in the course of the week, before the
10 end of the week, you can see the other places we wl|
11 be visiting to have simlar neetings such as this one
12 to receive public coments.

13 The draft environnental i|npact statenent has

14 been distributed to anyone who gave us their e-mail or

15 address information. W had a publication in Federal

16 Regi ster on March 30, and as objective evidence, it's

17 sitting right there on the edge of the dais there or

18 the table. W are here today to get your comments and

19 to help draft -- to help evolve the draft into a final

20 deci si on docunent to the Secretary of the Interior as

21 the best we can put forward for him

22 The purpose of the Programmatic EISis to

23 assess the potential environnental inpact of the

24  various types of &G activities, geological and

25 geophysical. W projected activity levels in these
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areas on the Quter Continental Shelf, eval uated
mtigation neasures that could be applied to reduce or
elimnate inpacts, and the purpose of the EISis to
provi de our agency and ot her agencies having
responsibilities under environnental law to be inforned
bef ore decisions are authorized in these areas.

This slide shows the areas that have been
identified on permt applications that the Bureau of
Ccean Energy Managenent received as early as 2009 for
surveying these areas. The relative gray scale shows
the area of nore intense activity relative to the
| ighter gray scale. So we do have permt applications
in hand for work in these areas, primarily seismc
activity, and I will talk a little bit about what that
entails in a nonent.

The proposed action for the environnental
| npact statenent is to authorize geol ogi cal and
geophysi cal activities to support all three program
areas that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent
manages; oil and gas renewabl e energy and al so mari ne
m neral s.

These are the two OCS areas, and here is the
edge of the exclusive econom c zone at 200 nauti cal
mles fromshore. Al the waters at seabed that are in

shore fromthis line are the territorial waters and
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| and of the United States.

This line here, it's hard to see, is the 300
nautical mle limt line. |It's the edge of an extended
outer continental shelf. There is a provision in the
United Nation convention of the |aw of the sea for a
country to petition to add to their exclusive econonc
zone out to an extended continental shelf.

The United States has not pursued that as of
yet, but in our EIS we wanted to include these waters
I f or when the United States does seek to do that.

The types of activities are geol ogical and
geophysical. Geological is coring of the seabed
generally or shallow test drilling but defined as | ess
than five hundred feet deep. Deep stratigraphic tests
are deeper than five hundred feet. These are not
exploration wells in the sense of oil and gas
exploring there for determning -- for scientific
research. And if there is sonething discovered, you
can't really produce it because you need a lease to
produce on the Quter Continental Shelf.

Geophysi cal work would be two and three
di mensi onal seismc surveying. Control source
el ectromagneti c surveys, these are used by industry to
determ ne the content of formation fluids and gases.

Hi gh-resol uti on geophysi cal surveys woul d be nore
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geo-engi neering in nature that would be prior to
repl aci ng bottom founded structures, either oil and gas
platformor a wind turbine mle pole, anything that
woul d be required to understand the sea bottom before
certain activity is undertaken, to understand the
telenetry, to understand what's there already at the
bott om or perhaps sea weck, shipweck.

Gravity and magnetic surveys are al so an
I ssue. Inpacting factors, these are stressors on the
environnent. There is routine operations and
accidental events. Routine operations are things that
you can predict by the nature of the work that's
proposed. The seismic surveying is one, the
el ectromechani cal sound sources that | nentioned, the
geo- engi neering kind of techniques, they don't use
airguns. They use other sources of energy to capture a
profile of the sea bottom

Drilling and pouring often have operational
wast es associated. The cuttings generally are
di scharged in the seabed. Air traffic helicopters that
m ght service | arge geophysical boats offshore.
Seaf | oor di sturbances of any kind; sanpling, drilling,
pl acenent of anchors, cables or sensors. The onshore
base support services, people that work on the ocean

are supported on land. The ships have to berth. They
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have to be serviced, bring supplies and, of course,
peopl e live sonewhere.

So it involves vessel traffic, it involves
noi se, it involves exclusion zones for safety or for
observation of marine manmal s wastes. Trash and debris
Is also a consideration for any work that takes place
on the ocean.

Acci dental events would be fuel spills
because we are not tal king about producing oil and gas.
We are not tal king about pipelines or tankers. |It's
just the testing activity that takes place before that.

Envi ronnment al resources here, Benthic
communities, fish and fisheries, mari ne mammual s, sea
turtles, coastal and marine birds, protected species,
for many of these categories, they are all in the
Envi ronnental Draft EIS.

Soci oeconom ¢ issues |ike shi pwecks. The
Atl antic seaboard has a long history of human activity,
| ots of shipwecks there. Marine protected areas,
there are two special areas in these two pl anni ng
areas. In the Md-Atlantic, we have Monitor National
Marine Sanctuary and in the South Atlantic you have
Ray's Reef. Recreational sources, human resources and
| and use and other marine uses such as the mlitary

uses.
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The heart and soul of the EIS are the
alternatives. W structured themfor this evaluation
to be based on current regul ations recogni zed by NOAA
fisheries or vessel speed restrictions at certain tines
of the year. Along the east coast, NOAA has recognized
certain seasonal managenent areas or critical habitat
areas for the Northern R ght Wale. And we have taken
a look at these and said, well, let's restrict airgun
activity during the periods of tine that NOAA would
| i ke to have vessels going slower. Generally that's
the greatest hazard to marine manmals is if they are
hit by the boat.

We have also included in Alternative A we
have the protective neasures we have used in the Qulf
of Mexico over the nmany years of G&G activity there.

We have certain protocols for howto start surveys, how
to conduct them howto termnate themif marine
mammal s encroach on a pl anned ar ea.

It involves using species observers. It
I nvol ves using ranping up of the airguns before in a
gradual way to allow aninmals to exit the area if they
are di sturbed.

Vessel strike avoi dance, for observers to be
observing at all tines while the boat is noving.

Mari ne trash and debris awareness. These
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animal s sonetines confuse trash in the water for prey
itens. That's sort of the philosophy for Ais to | ook
at these tine/area closures and al so nmake themup with
the SMA protective neasures we have in the Qulf of
Mexico as nodified in the Atlantic.

For Alternative B, we said let's take all of
the protective neasures for A and let's extend sone of
the tinme area closures and also let's | ook at addi ng
sone different kinds of mtigation in addition to those
that are in A

The expanded tinme/area closures for Northern
Ri ght Wales, | will show you a map of that in a
moment. Also a closure area for sea turtles along
Central Florida. Al so, part of B would be separation
bet ween of surveys taking place at the sane tine and
al so the required use of passive acoustic nonitoring,
that is, hydrophones in the water that are used to
sense if marine mammal s are under water like if they
are nmaking their characteristic noises.

You can see themif they are on the surface,
but if they are under water you can't. But this
particul ar technique you can use to infer whether they
are close by. It's not a requirenent for Alternative A
but we're saying Alternative B, let's nmake it

mandat ory.
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Now, for Alternative C, they require no
action alternative for our evaluation. Since we have
three program areas and oil and gas work has not been
authorized in the Atlantic for a very long tine, we
| ooked at a no action alternative for oil and gas.

For the other program areas; renewabl e energy
and marine mnerals, we are |ooking at -- that are
currently authorized in these areas and they can cone
to us on a case-by-case basis and be processed in that
manner, we are |ooking to say, okay, the status quo,
they continue to cone to us, we process themon a
case-by-case basis.

These are the tinme/area closures | had
mentioned. The critical habitat offshore Jacksonville
Is right here, extends down close to Florida to the
sout hern boundary of the South Atlantic planning area.
This area in orange is the southeastern seasonal
managenent area. The area in yellowis the
M d- Atl anti c seasonal managenent area. These are
time/ area cl osures recogni zed by NOAA for vessel speed.

During these wi ndows, vessels are supposed to
go sl ower because there are whales in the area. They
tend to be over sumrer in the New Engl and states and
head down the coast line to, over wwnter, in this area

her e.
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For Alternative B, it's hard to see perhaps
but we extended to the south of the southern managenent
area an extension going out to 20 nautical mles. Al
the vessel speed zones head out fromthe shoreline to
about 20 nautical mles, and also proposed to fill in
t hese areas that are not continuous. These areas that
are recogni zed here are offshore major basin estuaries
where there is a lot of traffic converging. So these
little cuspid areas are recogni zed there for vessel
speed control.

What we are saying for Bis let's have a
conti nuous zone up the coast to both the planning areas
all the way from Del aware Bay to Cape Canaveral are as
a time closure for airguns during these periods of tine
during the year.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Question. How w de is that
area?

MR. BERGSTEDT: 20 nautical mles from shore.

For turtles, this area here off Cape
Canaveral is a well known turtle nesting spot for the
| ogger head and | eat herback. There are tens of
t housands of nests that have been observed there by
fol ks who watch there. This zone extends out 11
nautical mles, so we are saying no airguns in that

area in the periods of tine that the turtles are com ng
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ashore, laying their eggs and their hatchlings are
com ng offshore and going into the ocean. That's part
of Alternative B.

The mtigation neasures | had nentioned to
you; tinme/area closures, seisnmc survey protocol, ranp
up observer start-up, acoustic nonitoring, they tend to
be -- they are shown here on the top and they are shown
whet her they are applicable for each alternative, and
they are shown whether they are required, optional, and
they give you an overview of sort of a summary role of
what mtigation they are applying to what activity.

If you look in the EIS, you will see that
Table 2-2 in the docunent is a really good place to
take a | ook and see how the totality of our eval uation
IS proposed. W've got on the |eft-hand boundary all
the Benthic comunities, | nean, all of the affected
resources, all of the inpacting factors that pertain to
each one. W've got the alternative over the top and
then we have what are called significance criteria
assigned for each resource. They range fromnegligible
to mnor to noderate to nmjor.

In none of the resource areas or none of the
| npacting factors is there a major inpact. Al of them
are sonething less than that. Anyway, Table 2-2 is a

good place if you want to see in one place what we have
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eval uated and what we think it nmeans, that's where
you'd li ke to go.

The consultations required by | aw take pl ace
at the sane tine that we are finalizing the EIS. W
have Section 7 consultations of the Endangered Species
Act and we have Marine Mammal Protection Act
consultation with NOAA Fi sheri es.

The next steps here, commentary isS open in
April and May. W revise the docunents based on
comments fromfolks |ike yourself and federal agencies,
state agencies, and we will present sone
recomendati ons to the Departnent of Managenent for
consi deration towards the end of the process.

Al'l of the environnental consultations are
taki ng pl ace concurrently, and at the end of it, there
is a record of decision, that is, a statenent the
governnment makes in the Federal Register for what they
concl ude about this eval uation, what they decide
anongst the alternatives and that we project to have
happen towards the end of the cal endar year.

| mentioned the comment period is open. It
cl oses on May 30th. W can collect coments from you
here in witten form The court reporter will take
testinony. W have a dedicated e-nmil address;

ggei s@oem gov, where you can send your comments.
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In the material on the tables outside, there
Is a website that you can click up a copy of the
docunment and look at it online if that's what you
prefer.

If you d like to send us comments in the
United States post, you can send it to the address here
which is also in the materials outside. And in
closing, I will say we've spent about a year putting
this evaluation together. It involves state of the
practi ce nodeling of noise in the ocean, noise in the
sea caused by these tools.

W' ve secured a contractor to help us with
that, CSA International Incorporated. They are based
In Stuart, Florida. They prepared the nodeling for
mari ne manmal i npacts based on noise that you will see
i n the docunent.

And after you have a chance to take a | ook at
It, send us what you think about it and we can use it
to try to make a better docunment but the best decision
docunment we can nake for our departnment secretary.

And with that, | can close ny presentation
and | can open the floor for comment. Before | do
that, I wish to explain sone guidelines for fairness.
Qur goal is to allow comment from everyone who signed

up to speak until we are done.

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208 (704) 333-9889



http://www.huseby.com

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Public Hearing on 04/24/2012

Page 23

1 Federal or state representatives or other

2 el ected officials that are either el ected or appointed

3 wll speak first and they have no tine restrictions.

4 We ask that nenbers of the public self police

5 t henmsel ves to three m nutes per speaker. \Wen all who

6 have signed up to speak have spoken and people still

7 want to nmake a comment, we will open the floor |ater.

8 We are here trying to receive comment on the

9 draft. Comments about anything el se other than our

10 draft really don't help our purpose for being here.

11 If you are speaking from notecards, we ask

12 that if you can provide a copy of your statenent to us

13 so that the court reporter has an accurate record of

14  your testinony. Sonetines it's hard to hear, people

15 don't stand close to the mc. It helps the court

16 reporter to nmake an accurate record.

17 And with these guidelines, | would call the

18 first speaker, State Senator Frank \Wagner.

19 SENATOR WAGNER: Thank you. And

20 M. Director, thank you for com ng down and wel cone to

21 Norfolk. W really really appreciate this opportunity

22 to speak before you. It's not the first time | have

23 spoken before this particular Bureau of Ocean Energy

24 Managenent but MMS entirely on a series of issues as we

25 went through the sales as well, and | would like this
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opportunity to say that | really want to comend all
the efforts BOEM has done in noving forward this
survey.

We have a saying in the General Assenbly up
there that a vote against a study is a vote for
I gnorance, and | really want to commend you for noving
forward with this study and noving forward with the
opportunity to do these seismc surveys in the
Md-Atlantic and South Atlantic areas because this wll
give us the opportunity to cone to grips with what is
out there, what quantities are out there, where are the
| ocations, all of those things that we need to know to
fornmul ate and debate a strategy.

What |'ve heard today, particularly
M. Director and Tom about once we know t hese things,
then we can anal yze whether it's safe, prudent to go
after these resources or whether it nmakes economc
sense to go after these resources. And nore
i nportantly or just as inportantly as representatives
that you are, that the governnent ensuring if there is
a | ease sale, that you have a fair idea what the
quantity is and fair expectation of what rents and
royalties should be derived fromthose particular |ease
| ots as you nove towards the sale. Al of those things

are very, very inportant based on sone of the data you
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have given upfront.

| amsure if these seismc surveys nove
forward it will be done in a responsible and
environnental ly safe manner. But | can't overenphasize
the need to have the accurate information for the
citizens that we all represent, particularly in the
Md-Atlantic and South Atlantic area to know what's out
there, with a reasonabl e expectation of what's out
there, not data based on technology that's 25 years old
and sonewhat suspect, to have that actual information
to be able to fornul ate and base deci si ons on whet her
or not we should nove forward with this, in what nmanner
we should nove forward with this and what expectation
we can have and results out there. And for all those
reasons, | think this study is altogether appropriate,
and we need to nove forward with the study.

Again, | won't usurp three mnutes tine. |
real i ze havi ng been on your side how | engthy these can
be and I'msure there are a |lot of folks who will be
speaki ng on both sides of the issue. But again, | just
want to reiterate ny support for the efforts that you
are doing now and to go forward and nove forward wth
these 2 and 3D seisnmc surveys.

Having said that, | also have a witten

statenent from Del egate Ron Vill anueva who represents a
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1 district inthe Gty of Virginia Beach, also very, very
2 supportive, and I wll submt these for the record.

3 Thank you.

4 MR, BERGSTEDT: Virginia Secretary of Natural
5 Resour ces, Doug Donenech.

6 MR. DOVENECH: Thank you very much. | want

7 to say before | read ny witten statenent, M. Bennett,
8 M. Bergstadt, welcone and especially to Director

9 Beaudreau. | hope everyone realizes how significant it
10 Is that the Agency Director is here and | know you are
11 not able to attend all of the hearings, but we really
12 appreciate you comng to Virginia.

13 As a fornmer Interior enployee nyself, | know
14 that there are many hard wor ki ng dedi cated enpl oyees at
15 Interior and | just appreciate your service to the

16 country.

17 | do want to wel cone you on behal f of

18 Governor Bob McDonnell. | welconme you to the energy

19 capital of the east coast. M nane is Doug Donenech.
20 | serve as Secretary of Natural Resources for the
21 Commonweal th of Virginia. 1In nmy Secretariat, | oversee
22 Si X state environnental agencies and assist the
23 governor in inplenenting the Conmbnweal th's energy
24 program
25 Governor McDonnell is a strong advocate on
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behal f of an "all of the above" energy security

strategy. However, unlike the President, when we say
"all of the above,"” we really nean it. Since his

| nauguration in 2010, the Governor has been busy
pronoti ng both conventional and renewabl e energy
sources of energy, both on shore and offshore,

I ncl udi ng coal, gas, oil, nuclear, solar, wnd and
energy efficiency. Just |ast week he signed thirteen
pi eces of legislation to strengthen and expand
Virginia's energy infrastructure and expand alternative
energy resources.

The Governor continues in his strong support
for exploration and devel opnent of oil and natural gas
resources off the coast of Virginia. And | was pl eased
to join Secretary Sal azar and BCEM Direct or Beaudreau
| ast nonth to applaud the Adm nistration's conpl etion
of the Draft Progranmatic EIS to eval uate potenti al
environnental effects for nultiple G&G activities in
the Md- and South Atlantic Planning Areas of the OCS.
Virginia is preparing formal coments on the plan and
w il submt those before the May 17 deadl i ne.

| would |like to add this very hearing feels a
little bit Iike G oundhog Day. Two years ago we were
here comenting on simlar plans for G&G and

exploration after President OGbhana awarded Virginia a
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| ease sale in the 2007-2012 five-year plan. In fact,
the Director of the then M nerals Managenent Service
herself informed us that Virginia would be schedul ed
for its first oil and gas | ease sale in March of 2012.
Now two years later, while we are glad the draft PEIS
for &G has been prepared, the Commonweal th agai n nust
reiterate our strong di sappoi ntnent that the

Adm ni stration has decided to keep Virginia out of the
next five-year plan for 2012 to 2017.

I n announci ng the 2012- 2017 plan, Secretary
Sal azar stated two objections to holding a Virginia
| ease sale; first, a |lack of existing infrastructure,
and second, potential conflicts wwth the mlitary.
Apparently these issues that now keep a Virginia sale
from proceeding were not an issue to the Secretary or
the President in March of 2010.

In March of 2010 in announcing his plan to
expand of fshore oil and gas exploration off Virginia,
President Chama said this is a decision that |I've not
made lightly. [It's one that Ken Sal azar and | as well
as Carol Browner, ny energy adviser, and others in ny
Adm ni stration | ooked at closely for nore than a year.
But the bottomline is this, given our energy needs in
order to sustain econom c growth and produce jobs and

keep our busi nesses conpetitive, we are going to need
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to harness traditional sources of fuel.

As | have testified in the past, Virginia --
that's end quote. As | have testified in the past,
Virginia could not agree nore with this statenent.
Again, the question is what exactly has changed since
then that now prohibits Virginia's sale from bei ng
allowed to proceed in this five-year plan?

Well, we urge the Adm nistration to anend the
2012- 2017 OCS five-year plan to allow for an oil and
gas |l ease sale off Virginia in this cycle. The
Governor is equally interested in noving forward with
siting for offshore wind, energy as well. W are
pl eased this PEIS wll consider &G activities for al
three program areas nmanaged by BCEM oil and gas
expl oration and devel opnent, renewabl e energy and
mari ne m nerals.

W feel Virginiais also ideal for the
devel opnent of offshore w nd resources, and we have
been working with all the interested mlitary and
civilian stakeholders to prepare and plan for this
devel opnent.

To sunmarize a few key points, Virginiais
pl eased that BCEMis taking this inportant step towards
| easing off the Virginia coast. Virginia' s official

policy in the code of Virginia favors oil and gas
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expl oration and producti on.

Governor McDonnell's energy plan calls for
all of the above approach including offshore
conventional and renewabl e energy devel opnent.

Ei ghty percent of Virginia' s voters favor expanded

of fshore energy devel opnent, and our elected officials
at all |evels support devel opnent on a bipartisan
basis. Anerica needs this donestic energy source, and
while Virginia enjoys a | owering unenploynent rate, we
need the jobs. The lack of nodern data hinders efforts
to assess avail abl e resources.

I n conclusion, on behalf of Governor
McDonnell, | want to thank Interior and BOEM for com ng
to Norfolk to hold this inportant hearing. Thank you
very much.

VR. BEAUDREAU. Eil een Levandoski .

M5. LEVANDOSKI: Is there a possibility of
uppi ng those lights so | can read?

VR. BEAUDREAU. W'l | check.

M5. LEVANDOSKI: Little better. Good
afternoon. M nane is Eileen Levandoski. | amthe
Virginia Conservation Program Manager with the Sierra
Club, and I ama resident of Virginia Beach.

The seismic study is conpletely unnecessary

when it conmes to supporting Virginia' s offshore w nd
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devel opnent. Such geol ogi cal and geophysi cal studies
are already covered by the Programmati c Environnent al
Assessnent that BOEM has al ready approved for the
Md-Atlantic wind energy areas that includes Virginia.

Secretary of Interior Salazar and others
contend that seismc testing will not only reveal how
much oil and gas may be on the Quter Continental Shelf
but will also benefit for the research to the offshore
w nd industry. However, it's really "dynamte versus a
hamrer" when conparing the | evel of seismc study
necessary for oil and gas versus that for offshore
wi nd.

The oil and gas industry wants to know what
I s hundreds and thousands of feet bel ow the seafl oor.
To get information fromthat far bel ow the ground, they
use extrenely loud airguns. But the renewabl e energy
I ndustry only wants to know what's on the seafl oor and
just below, so they use echo-sounders and sub-bottom
profilers that are generally many orders of magnitude
qui eter than airguns.

The difference is on the order of 250 plus
deci bel s for airguns versus 200 decimals for sub-bottom
profilers and echo-sounders. That's a huge gap since
i ntensity goes up ten tines for every ten decibels you

gain. Not to nention that airguns put out broadband
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sound, potentially affecting everything in the ocean
that can hear, while the sources used by renewabl e

I ndustry are limted to a snall part of the frequency
spectrum

Having our wildlife and fishing and tourism
I ndustries to explore for oil and gas is also
unnecessary since we don't want drilling to go forward
In any case. Alnost 2,000 Virginians participated in
Hands Across the Sand protest to speak out agai nst
using drilling off our Virginia coast. Qur coastal
environnent is just to precious to risk with any
drilling-related activity, to include seismc.

Wiile the Gulf and its people are to date
still reeling fromthe BP Gulf oil spill diaster, other
spills have since occurred off the coast of Scotland in
the North Sea and off the Brazilian coast. The risk
continues to be real and form dable. Wy even kick off
the process with exploration?

Harnf ul seismc studies aren't needed for
of fshore wi nd devel opnent, a clean energy source that
we can all support. The Sierra CQub is ready to join
BOEM to hel p power Anmerica with clean renewabl e energy,
but we won't accept offshore drilling off our coast and
we won't accept putting our marine life at risk with

seism c airguns. Thank you.
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MR. BERGSTEDT: Pl ease don't forgot to
provide your witten comments. Thank you. M ke Ward.

MR. WARD: (Good afternoon. M nane is
M chael Ward, Executive Director of Virginia Petrol eum
Council, division of the American Petrol eumInstitute.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today
about this PEIS, which will support the issuance of
geol ogi cal and geophysical study on the activities on
the Atlantic Quter Continental Shelf.

The oil and natural gas industry has a |ong
hi story of working with the Departnent of Interior to
devel op this country's natural resources to the benefit
of U S. econony and all Anericans. Qur industry stands
ready to invest in exploration off the Atlantic OCS.
This PEIS is a needed first step to begin the process
of generating the data to allow for nore robust
estimates for the potential for oil and natural gas
devel opnent in this area.

Generating new data is very inportant for the
Atlantic OCS, given the current estinmates are based on
decades-ol d data and have not benefited fromthe
t echnol ogi cal advances in seismc surveying and
conput er nodeling used by the industry today.

Although it's difficult to accurately

estimte the anbunt of resources w thout the benefit of
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1 drilling, current estimates are likely to be

2 conservative, given that the history has shown active

3 expl oration and devel opnent often |eads to increased

4 resource estimates.

5 However, the belief that noving forward with
6 this decision can quickly lead to filling the

7 I nformation gap that we need in potential oil and gas

8 resources is msqguided. This gesture falls short in

9 initiating forward-thinking and conprehensi ve energy

10 policy.

11 In fact, the data-collection activities

12 envi sioned by the Admnistration will not |ikely happen
13 unl ess conpani es are convi nced the prospects for

14 | easing in the Atlantic OCS in the near future are

15 real. As we all know, the current OCS policy does not
16 allow for |ease sale for Virginia or the Atlantic until
17 2017 at the earliest.

18 It is inportant to renenber that the

19 gover nment does not generate this data. As you
20 menti oned, seism c conpanies do. And they generally do
21 this on a speculative basis. They hope to sell the
22 data to operators who are | ooking to purchase | ease
23 sales in an area or in |lease areas. Since there is no
24 | ease sal es scheduled in the Atlantic and thus no
25 potential custoners, seismc conpanies have little
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I ncentive to gather new dat a.

Also, it's noticed that the North Atlantic
planning area is not included in this plan. That's
anot her step that should be foll owed because wherever
seismc work will occur, nmarine exploration is
carefully reqgqul ated by the Federal Governnent and
managed by the operator to avoid inpacting nmarine
manmmal s.  Current regulations require that trained
mari ne manmal observers are onboard to watch for
mammal s.  Wen starting a seismc survey, operators use
a ranp-up procedure to gradually increase the sound
| evel bei ng produced, which allows animals to | eave the
area if the sound is unconfortable. Al so, operations
stop if a marine manmal enters an "excl usion zone"
around the operation and not restarted until the zone
is all clear for at |east 30 m nutes.

Consi dering econom c benefits, we can create
nore jobs and generate nore revenue if allowed to
responsi bly devel op and produce here in the United
States nore of the oil and natural gas we all need.

The nore devel opnent, especially on public
and federally controlled waters, requires that industry
and governnent share a vision of the potential benefits
and act as partners to fully realize them

While Atlantic OCS | easi ng and devel opnent
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woul d help the nation and its econony, it would al so
have a significant positive effect on Virginia's
econony. It would bring nmuch needed jobs in a variety
of industries. According to a recent Whod Mackenzi e
study, opening up the Atlantic offshore study areas
that are currently unavail able could bring over
thirteen thousand jobs to Virginia.

We are not tal king about jobs directly
associated with oil and natural gas devel opnent, but
the jobs created indirectly by those conpani es that
suppl y equi pnmrent and ot her support services, both
onshore and of fshore.

I n addition, offshore devel opnent can
generate nuch needed revenue for critical services,

I ncl udi ng roads, environnental conservation and
education. According to a Wod Mackenzi e study, $1.9
billion in revenue could be generated for the
Commonweal th of Virginia from2012 to 2030 if offshore
devel opnent were allowed to take place in areas
currently off-limts from devel opnent.

We appreciated the opportunity to coment on
this PEIS for geol ogi cal and geophysical studies in the
Atlantic. The oil and natural gas industry stands
ready to invest in safe exploration and the devel opnent

of the OCS should Adm nistration policies change to
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take full advantage of all the opportunities that are
present. Thank you.

MR. BERGSTEDT: Thank you. Barry DuVal.

MR. DUVAL: Thank you, M. Director and
menbers of the Adm nistration. Thank you for being
here today. | amBarry DuVal. | am President and CEO
of the Virginia State Chanber of Commerce. |
appreci ate the process of public hearing and public
I nput. | served six years as Mayor of Newport News and
al so four years as Secretary of Conmmerce and Trade for
t he Commonweal th of Virginia and have a sense of both
the val ue of our ecosystemas well as the inpact it has
on our commerce within the Conmmonweal th of Virginia.

| am here today as President and CEO of
Virginia State Chanber of Commerce which has over
thirteen thousand busi nesses. W represent over one
mllion enployees in Virginia, and | am here today to
encourage you to nove this process along in the nost
expedi ti ous path as possi bl e.

We believe at the Virginia State Chanber that
all the above both espoused by our governor currently,
Governor McDonnell, as well as President Cbama is a
conpati ble path to go dowmn. W believe that offshore
wi nd energy as well as oil and gas include all of the

above.
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1 The Virginia business community sees that

2 there is great potential for econom c benefit for the

3 private sector, but we also believe there is

4 opportunity for revenues for state and Federal

5 Governnent. And equally inportantly, we believe that

6 we have proven in other places in the world that you

7 can explore for oil and gas as well as produce themin
8 an environnental ly sound and econom cally sound

9 f ashi on.

10 So | want to encourage you on behal f of the
11 busi ness community of Virginia to take steps forward

12 that will allow this process to nove in an expeditious
13 fashion. Look at the national inplications of the

14 decisions that are made. It seens to nme that we are

15 sonmewhat at a crossroads in Anerica. W can kind of

16 continue to bring energy in fromother parts of the

17 world that are less friendly towards us or we can | ook
18 at our own donestic resources and realize that with the
19 proper environnmental controls, we can find ourselves on
20 a path to energy independence.
21 So | encourage this process to nove forward.
22 Clearly without the data we won't be able to inplenent
23 the actual work, but I want to thank you, the D rector,
24 and thank you those who are here for the public hearing
25 as part of this process. | understand the val ue of
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what you're doing and we hope that the results of your
study wll allow us to take the next step in exploring
this offshore energy resource.

Thank you for allowng ne to speak today.

MR. BERGSTEDT: Thank you. Deborah Murray.

M5. MJRRAY. (Good afternoon. M nane is
Deborah Murray. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak. | aman attorney with the Southern
Envi ronnental Law Center based in Charlottesville,
Virginia.

The Sout hern Environnental Law Center is a
regi onal organi zation, and we've worked for nore than
twenty-five years to protect the coastal resources in
Virginia, the Carolinas, Georgia and Al abans.

We are opposed to the Adm nistration's plans
to allow for seismc exploration for oil and gas
because of the environnmental harm the harmto marine
animals as well as the potential threats to our
fisheries and coastal econom es.

The potential risks are trenendous. As just
one exanple, the airguns that rel ease bl asts of
conpressed air every ten seconds for days, weeks and
even nonths on end, the noise that's generated is
extrenely loud. |Imagine |iving next-door to a site

where dynamte blasts occur every few seconds. And
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this noi se can mask whal e calls over thousands of mles
interfering with their ability to conmunicate with one
anot her and to breed, and in sonme cases forcing these
whal es to abandon their habitat over areas as |large as
a hundred thousand square m | es.

In closer proximty, the airgun blasts can
cause injury, death, loss of hearing to manmal s and
ot her aninmals that depend on sound. The Northern Ri ght
Whal e is especially vulnerable. As pointed out in the
slides, it calves off of the coast of Georgia and
Florida and m grates up and down the Atlantic coast.
This species is virtually -- it is right on the brink
of extinction wth only sonme 300 to 400 individuals
r emai ni ng.

The seism c surveys can al so threaten our
fisheries. Studies have shown and in fact it has been
shown that the use of these airguns can displ ace
comercial fish over vast expanses as well, over
t housands of square kilonmeters. This is inportant not
only for the fish but also for our coastal econom es.

In just Virginia alone, the comercial sales
of fish amounts to nore than $1.7 billion and for
recreational sales in Virginia annually over
$580 million. And the conmercial sales support nore

t han 24,000 jobs. W are opposed to the
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Adm nistration's plans to allow for seismc exploration
not only because of these environnental threats and
others but also because it is a first step toward
allow ng oil and gas exploration which we oppose.

| nstead, we would urge the Adm nistration to
abandon these plans and instead to redirect and focus
Its efforts on continuing to expand fuel efficiency
standards, to inprove efficiency of cars, reduce the
demand for oil and save consuners noney and to al so
devel op alternative renewabl e energy sources.

We cannot drill our way to | ower gas prices.
The information fromthe energy i nformati on agency
shows that even if we were to fully develop all the
recoverable oil reserves anywhere off our coast in this
entire country, it would only lead to a | owering of gas
prices at the punp of three cents, and that itself
woul d take over twenty years.

So in closing, | want to thank you for the
opportunity and we urge the Adm nistration to adopt
Alternative C. Thank you.

(C appi ng)

VR. BERGSTEDT: Catherine Mlina.

M5. MOLINA:  Thank you for the opportunity to
coment. M nane is Cathy Molina. | am an associate

attorney wth the Southern Environnental Law Center in
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Charlottesville, Virginia. As ny colleague, Deborah
Murray, just stated, SELC is opposed seismc activities
in the Md- and South Atlantic.

To offer a regional perspective for ny
col l eague's coments, in four coastal states of the
South Atlantic; Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina and CGeorgia, nore than 36,000 jobs are
supported by the seafood industry and nore than 29, 000
j obs are supported by the recreational fishing
I ndustry. Together these two industries which depend
on healthy fisheries and coastal environnents generate
nore than $6.5 billion in sales annually. Seismc
expl oration woul d jeopardi ze the regi onal econony if
t hese resources are harned.

In addition to adverse effects on fisheries,
noi se fromseismc surveying can also harmsea turtles,
and additional vessel traffic presents an increased
ri sk of shipwecks. Species of sea turtles that live
and mgrate through the Atlantic include a nunber that
are listed as federally endangered including the
| ogger head and | eat herback sea turtles. These aninals
respond negatively to noise and there is concern that
I ntense noi se may drive them and other species to the
surface where they are nore vulnerable to the hazards

of ship strikes, predators and fi shing.
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Furt her, because of their swi nm ng habits and
the amount of tine they spend underwater, sea turtles
woul d be exposed to the highest |evels of sound. These
harns and the harns outlined by ny colleague in her
earlier coments show that the Admi nistration should
keep dangerous oil and gas exploration off of our
coasts and | ook instead to cl ean renewabl e energy
sources such as offshore w nd.

Thank you again for the opportunity to speak.

(C appi ng)

VR. BERGSTEDT: (Ceorgia Saunders.

M5. SAUNDERS: Good afternoon. | ama
concerned citizen. | live in Virginia Beach and | am

very much opposed to this seismc exploration and
drilling off of our coast. | hear fromny friends in
the Gulf of Mexico every single day of shrinp caught --
catches of shrinp with no eyes, fish with |esions,

bl eedi ng | esi ons, dol phins sick froma nysterious

di sease that no one seens to know t he cause of even

t hough they dunped all that toxic chemcals into the
wat er, fishernen who no | onger have a |ivelihood and
are still battling to get their noney just so they can
pay for their house, so they can feed their famlies.

I s that what you want to happen here in Virginia?

| am al ways proud when | talk and | say,
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1 well, that's never going to happen in Virginia. W
2 | ove our waters too nmuch. W |ove our coastline too
3 much. W are not going to |let that happen, especially
4 not for greedy corporate profits. That's all | have to
5 say. Thank you.
6 (Cl appi ng)
7 VR. BERGSTEDT: M ke Brown.
8 MR. BROMN: Good afternoon. My nane is M ke
9 Brown. | am here representing the Sout heast Energy
10 Al liance which is the southeastern chapter of Consuner
11 Energy Alliance. CEA is a nonpartisan nonprofit group
12 dedi cated to expandi ng the di al ogue between the energy
13 and consum ng sectors to ensure bal anced nati onal
14 energy policy. | ampleased to be here and | thank you
15 for your tine today.
16 Considering that nore than thirty years have
17 passed since the | ast estimates of Atlantic OCS energy
18 resources were conpleted, we nust allow for seismc
19 studies to be conducted in a environnentally friendly
20 manner so that proper resource assessnents can be nade
21 to support future | ease sales.
22 Wth the availability of newer and better
23 seism c exploration technologies, it is likely current
24 estimates of oil and natural gas resources in the
25 Atlantic will change. New technology will allow for
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1 t he devel opnent of resources that were previously

2 t hought unrecoverable as well as finding new | ocations.
3 In fact, further exploration has led to

4 I ncreased resource estinmates in parts of offshore

5 Alaska and the Gulf of Mexico where oil estimates

6 I ncreased by four hundred percent and natural gas

7 esti mates doubl ed between '95 and 2003. Quite sinply,
8 there is much for us to | earn about the energy

9 resources contained within the Atlantic waters and we
10 must begin that process now.

11 W nust recogni ze the trenmendous econom c

12 | npact and opportunity that safe and responsible

13 of fshore energy exploration presents to the citizens of
14 I ndi vi dual states and the nation at | arge.

15 According to a 2010 report fromthe Southeast
16 Energy Alliance, oil and gas devel opnent off Virginia
17 coul d add approximately 365 in gross donestic product
18 annual Iy, generate alnost $19.5 billion in revenue for
19 federal, state and | ocal governnents and create about
20 1900 jobs in the Commonweal t h.
21 Bi parti san | eadership wthin the Commonweal th
22 overwhel m ngly supports exploration and devel opnent of
23 its offshore energy resources. Virginia understands
24 well the value that offshore energy production can add
25 to the state's econony and energy security. In
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1 addi tion, our policymkers have thoroughly considered

2 the steps necessary to ensure any further devel opnent

3 does not inpede with mlitary operations in the area.

4 In conclusion, CEA feels that with the

5 appropriate mtigation neasures, seisnc surveys can be
6 undertaken with little or no inpact to marine life. As
7 such, we hope that the process surrounding the

8 devel opnent of the PEIS noves forward expeditiously so
9 this essential data can be avail able as soon as

10 possi ble to support future resal es and ensure

11 devel opnent of the Atlantic proceeds.

12 The Sout heast Energy Alliance thanks the

13 Bureau for its work and effort on this process, and |
14 t hank for your tine.

15 VR, BERGSTEDT: Susanne Bel | .

16 M5. BELL: Hi, | thank you for allowing ne to
17 be here to speak today. | am Susanne Bell, and | am
18 actually a nenber of the Sierra Club. | ama nenber

19 activist, a long tine resident previously of
20 Chesapeake, Virginia and involved in |ocal politics
21 where | was assigned to be on the Mayor's Task Force
22 for the Planni ng Comm ssi on Conprehensive Plan for the
23 South Mlitary Reinvestnent Project.
24 Now, | am here as a citizen today and a
25 menber activist of the Sierra Club. | amhere to stand
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1 up for the voicel ess that cannot speak. | am agai nst
2 the seismc survey which is intended to reveal
3 | ocations of oil and gas deposits below our Virginia
4 Beach shores. | recently noved back to Virginia Beach
5 where | grew up because of the beautiful shores,
6 because | have famly in the area, all of us enjoy the
7 oceanfront.
8 | realize this is the first step of the
9 offshore drilling which | am agai nst only because of
10 the inpact that it will have on our environnent, and |
11 know t hat you-all have done a | ot of research and you
12 spent a whole year on this project, and | think that
13 the way of the future is the alternative fuels.
14 | think the way of the future is, as you can
15 see, it's being picked up everywhere. | nean, there is
16 no reason why you couldn't have invested all this
17 year's time in talking to our mlitary, which we have
18 so nmuch of here that would work with you on getting the
19 beautiful offshore wind mlls which would provide us
20 with the energy that we need which is cl ean enerqgy.
21 The endangered Right Whale, there are only
22 400 in the world, they would be affected. The
23 environnental inpact of this would be huge on our
24 marine life. This would affect their breeding. The
25 airgun testing could affect their hearing, their
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1 central nervous system which has not been investigated.
2 The only way this would not affect the fish,
3 even if you are doing it, you know, if it's a vessel
4 com ng through would be different. | nean, if you are
5 slowng it down on vessel tine, you know, you are
6 slowing it down, as you said, the vessel tine. |If all
7 of our fish had earnmuffs, you know. The central
8 nervous system it would effect and inpact life as we
9 know it woul d be changed for these poor sea creatures.
10 Al by the hand of man. Now, how can you
11 harm the i nnocent wldlife and fishing which woul d
12 effect direct tourismin Virginia Beach which is big
13 revenue, big big revenue for the city of Virginia
14 Beach? W cannot afford another oil disaster on any of
15 our coasts at all.
16 | could not inmagine the heart break of the
17 lives I ost of the innocent, the ones w thout a voice,
18 the voiceless. The ones that are held accountabl e by
19 God, we realize sonething has to be done. d ean
20 sources are, you know, we know are all available. W
21 all would support the wind energy, the offshore w nd
22 devel opnent. Harnful studies aren't needed for this.
23 This is the way of our future and our children's future
24 to save our nother earth. That's all | have to say.
25 Thank you.
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1 (C appi ng)

2 MR. BERGSTEDT: Bob Matthi as.

3 THE W TNESS: Ladies and gentl enen, thanks

4 for allowng ne to speak today. | am Bob Matthias wth
5 the city of Virginia Beach. The city of Virginia Beach
6 has commtted to energy devel opnent off the coast of

7 Virginia. W, therefore, are conpletely in support of
8 t he proposed geol ogi cal and geophysical studies are

9 needed before either offshore wind energy can take

10 pl ace or offshore oil and gas devel opnent can nove

11 forward.

12 The city has been a | eader of the devel opnent
13 of wind energy off the coast of Virginia. [In 2009

14 Mayor Wl Sessons started an Alternative Energy Task
15 Force which provided a report to Council |ast year.

16 Although it addresses nuch issues, the report as

17 adopt ed by Council strongly supports the devel opnent of
18 of fshore w nd energy and offshore oil and gas

19 devel opnent.
20 Several exanples exist inthe Gty's
21 | eadership in devel opi ng of fshore wi nd energy. The
22 Cty is a founder of the Virginia Ofshore Wnd
23 Coalition or VON W have a City staffer who is a
24 gubernatorial appointee to the Virginia Ofshore Wnd
25 Devel opnent Authority, and the Gty provided five

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208 (704) 333-9889



http://www.huseby.com

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Public Hearing on 04/24/2012 Page 50

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N PP

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0N O O A WO N~ O

hundred thousand dollars for an engi neering study to
anal yze the sensibility of constructing a
nmet eor ol ogi cal tower on the Chesapeake Light Tower to
I nvestigate the feasibility of that |ocation providing
mar ket quality studies on wi nd devel opnent off the
coast of Virginia Beach.

We believe |arge scale w nd devel opnent can
happen off the coast wth l[ittle to no environnental
i npact. In fact, when visiting the Chesapeake Li ght
Tower nmultiple tines as we pursued that site as a
net eor ol ogi cal tower, we noticed an al nost conplete
absence of any evidence of large scale bird activity.

And as for offshore oil and gas devel opnent,
it wll take place close to 50 mles off the coast of
Virginia Beach, at |east by 2020, the Council when
adopting the Alternative Energy Task Force Report added
a caveat, that it should be done to the safest extent
possi bl e and have no detrinental effect on the
operations of the United States Departnent of Defense,
Nat i onal Aeronautics and Space Adm ni stration or
Wal | ops Island, which hopes to devel op a grow ng space
expl oration and | aunch site.

| wll also add we are al so very interested
in mnerals. W put a lot of sand in our beach over

the years, and we actually have quite a bit of
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I nformation that we've gathered between the Corps and
Virginia Institute Marine Sci ence. W would be happy
to share with you on mneral resources, primarily sand
wthin five mles of the coast.

Agai n, thank you for the opportunity to
testify today. | will provide you with a copy of the
resol uti on adopted by Council supporting Mayor Sessons'

Alternative Energy Task Force Report. Thank you.

(C appi ng)
VR. BERGSTEDT: Bryan Penni ngton.
MR. PENNI NGTON: Good afternoon. | am Bryan

Penni ngton, Director of the Inner Governnent Rel ations
for the City of Norfolk, and on behalf of Norfolk Gty
Council, | would like to welconme you to our fair city
and we appreciate having the opportunity to host you in
this inportant occasion.

W understand that there has not been any
geol ogi cal or geophysical studies off the coast of
Virginia since the 1970s. And we feel it makes a | ot
of sense to better understand what resources nmay
actually be available. Technol ogy has greatly inproved
since the 1970s, as we feel we m ght not have all of
the nost accurate facts about what is contenpl ated out
on the shoreline.

We believe i nforned deci sions are best
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deci sions so Norfol k supports the proposed geol ogi cal
and geophysical studies contenplated in the referenced
programin the EIS. Norfolk also continues to support
responsi bl e environnental stewardship. Thank you.

(C appi ng)

MR. BERGSTEDT: Shi el a Rybak.

M5. RYBAK: M nane is Shiela Rybak, and |
live in Virginia Beach. Thank you for giving ne this
opportunity to express ny concerns. Al | would like
to say is no, no, no to seismc exploration off our
coasts and yes, yes, yes to renewabl e sources of
energy. W have the wind. W have the sun.

The environnental inpact on our sea nmanmal s
woul d be incredible. It is very fine to say we nake
sure the whales are out of the way and we nake sure
there is nothing in the area. That's kind of a joke.
How do you nmake sure when you are fifty mles off the
coast that there is not sea mammals in the area?

| believe this whole thing is about noney and
power, and the nost sensible thing we should do is |ook
Into wind and solar. Have we | earned nothing fromthe
Val dez Exxon spill and the BP debacle? That was
supposed to be so safe. They knew there were probl ens
with it and they did nothing, and people are

devastated. The oceans are devastated. The manmal s
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are devastated, and | have no title.

| amjust one of the general public. | ama
caring consuner. | care very nmuch for the marine
mammal s and the tragedy they have to suffer from our
gr eed.

What we need to do nore than anything is we
need to learn to conserve nore. |If everybody did their
part just a little bit, save, think about how nuch
gasoline you are burning when you are just going around
the corner to get a bottle of mlk. Just think how
much water you are running down the drain.

Every choi ce you nake of every day effects
sone other living creature on this earth, and it is up
to us to start caring nore and using | ess.

If every one of us had to go to Europe which

| wish we could, England is ny hone. They pay eight to

nine dollars a gallon of gasoline. | hope and pray
that we will eventually get to have to pay that nuch
because that will get the tremendous vehicles off the

road, the SUVs, the massive un-energy efficient
autonobiles. The whole thing is we have to care that
we share this planet with every other living creature
that would like to Iive here in peace.

| also ama voice for the voiceless, and |

care very nmuch and it just absolutely devastates ne
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that we can only think about noney and power and greed.
Thank you so very nuch.

(C appi ng)

MR. BERGSTEDT: Janes Barton.

MR. BARTON: Hello. M nane is Janmes Barton,
and | aman internationally recogni zed expert on sea
dunp nunitions. In this capacity in the United States,
| have addressed the presidential comm ssion, a
Congr essi onal oversight commttee hearing and federal
court case.

| have prepared a brief one-page position
paper that | think would be of interest to you and nany
of the people in the room The title of that is The
Need to Establish Threat Mtigation Protocols for
O fshore Natural Resource Devel opnent in Waters
Suspected to Contain Unexpl oded Miunitions.

Responsi bl e devel opnent of of fshore natural
resources in waters fouled with unexpl oded nunitions
can be acconplished but only if basic threat factors
are wei ghed at the planning stage. W have the
t echnol ogy and superior service providers available to
conduct such operations, and given proper guidance and
fundi ng, the potential for adverse inpacts of these
efforts can be greatly m nim zed.

| give you a little background. The eastern

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208 (704) 333-9889


http://www.huseby.com

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Public Hearing on 04/24/2012 Page 55

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N PP

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0N O O A WO N~ O

seaboard is littered wth unexpl oded nunitions from
decades of industrial scale dunping and live fire
exercises. Everything in the arsenal has been posited
off our shores. In addition to heavy iron bonbs and
projectiles, there are thin cased chem cal weapons, and
al um num bodi ed one ton bulk containers filled with
liquid agent. Residues fromonce liquid state agent
can formnore or less a solidified shoe at the bottom
of individual nmunitions and bul k contai ners.

Threat one: Wen chemcal filled containers
are ruptured through the use of high powered seisnc
t echnol ogy, these shoes are al so broken up, naking them
nore susceptible to disbursenent across the seafl oor.
This has already occurred in the Baltic Sea, where
solidified chunks of blister agent and white phosphorus
regul arly wash ashore. Beachconbers m stake these for
anber and pocket them Once the outer crust is brushed
away, they either get a blister agent burn or their
pants literally catch on fire.

The solution: Conduct archival research to
| ocate the general position of major dunp sites. Use
nore traditional and | ess destructive forns such as
w de area assessnent such as nagnetoneter and side scan
sonar to pinpoint and investigate whether chem cal

munitions are present. Chart these |ocations and avoid
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the use of seismc testing in these areas.

Threat No. 2: Unlike large scale nunitions
dunps, individual explosive filled iron bonbs and
projectiles deposited through live fire exercises can
mgrate great distances fromwhere they first cane in
contact with the seafloor. Wen these cone into
contact with man-made structures |i ke platforns, cables
or pipelines, two things are likely to occur. The
first is friction wear danage. The second is
dissimlar netals in the nmunition and structure
conbi ned to advance el ectrolytic activity which quickly
overwhel ns the cathodic protection originally designed
for a clean seabed, thereby weakening the structure.

The solution: In the North Sea where such
occurrences are common, inspection of these structures
perfornmed using ROV or AUV technol ogi es takes pl ace
Wi th greater frequency than in waters where unexpl oded
muni ti ons are not present. They al so enbrace
remedi ati on strategy to renove these itens and have
done so successfully on nunmerous occasions. The cost
associated with these efforts are calculated at the
very begi nning of the planning process.

And that's the extent of ny prepared
statenent. But in lieu, in light of the fact that you

have nentioned that this is an ongoing effort and
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1 | asted in the Arctic, | would also point out there are
2 nunmer ous radi oactive wastes fromthe fornmer Soviet
3 Union in the Arctic. W are tal king dozens of reactors
4 and hundreds if not thousands of tons of radioactive
5 wastes in barrels and so forth. So these materials as
6 wel | can be damaged.
7 And | have identified chem cal weapon sites
8 in the Aleutian Islands and other places in Al aska. So
9 for nme as an expert, the question is where can | go
10 that | don't find nunitions? | estimate there is a
11 couple mllion tons in the Geat Lakes. | can point to
12 aten mle spot in the Potomac River, a stones throw
13 fromhere, that has six to ten mllion nunitions in
14 them So they are everywhere.
15 We have been living with themsilently and
16 okay, no big deal, but until you start to |ooking at
17 what we could do to hel p disburse these things or right
18 now they are pretty nuch where they are set in their
19 ways. But | personally don't want to see as a 20-year
20 resident of Norfolk and retired gl obal bonb technician,
21 | don't want to send ny famly to the beach and have
22 their pants catch on fire. W can avoid this with a
23 little care and forethought. That's all | have to say.
24 (d appi ng)
25 MR BERGSTEDT: Ellis Janes.
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MR. JAMES: Thank you. M nane is Ellis W
Janmes. M. Director, we welcone you and the panel to
our wonderful city. | guess it would be easy for Ellis
Janes to say to you sinply follow the science, foll ow
the reports because you' ve got nost of themin hand
al r eady.

There is currently an effort underway to
suggest that the data that was gathered 30 years ago
approximately is not really accurate for the present.
| submt to you there has been no nmmjor significant
change, otherw se the energy conpanies and the oil and
gas conpani es woul d have conme back to the table that
t hey wal ked away from 30 sone years ago.

It would be sinple to say the way you avoid a
spill is not todrill. 1'd like to pose a question for
you to seek an answer to in terns of not only
recogni zing the terrible inpacts on wildlife and sea
mammal s that seismc testing will create and the
potential for devastating the city of Virginia Beaches
as well as the Sout hsi de Hanpt on Roads econony if there
Is drilling and then there is an accident. | guess you
have paid close attention to the fact that people in
the Gulf and businesses in the Gulf are having a | ot of
trouble being able to get the noney that they were

prom sed as reparations for what the accident caused.
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Now, none of the proponents, with all due
respect to them have suggested how they are going to
deal with the issue of fallout froma major accident.
|"d like to call one other thing to your attention.

Nat ural gas has suddenly gone fromboomto a

preci pitous position on the cliff. Natural gas has
pl umret ed to about $2.08 and the experts and the
analysts, think it's going to go as |Iow as possibly a
dol I ar.

What's the problen? The problemis sinple;
the United States has been bringing in all of this
nat ural gas, which after all when you drill for oil, we
get the natural gas, too, in nost instances. The
United States capacity for storing natural gas is about
to significantly run out. Approximately within nowto
the end of the year, our capacity for storing natural
gas is going to be done.

If that were to occur, everything that the
Adm ni stration hopes for and everything that the
| ndustry hopes for in terns of freeing us from
dependence on others for our energy sources is going to
be up for grabs in ny opinion.

W will see a strange site; LNG type ships
taking natural gas to other parts of the world because

our storage capacity, sonebody forgot to doubl e-check
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what the influx of all of this natural gas is and
results in. Sonmebody forgot to doubl e-check how it was
going to be handl ed.

| would certainly hope that BCEM woul d
closely |l ook at that issue because it has a |lot to do
wth where we go and how we nove forward. It is
obvious fromthe shirt that |I proudly wear that | am
very much opposed to the offshore drilling, and | say
that to you with all due respect to ny friends on the
other side of the issue. W need to take a much better
significant ook at what it is we are proposing to do
in the Md-Atlantic. W do not need to ruin our
Atlantic coast. Thank you.

MR. BERGSTEDT: W have several nore people
signed up to speak but sone inportant business has to
be taken care of and | would propose a five-m nute
break and to reconvene. W can then hear fromthe rest
of the people who have signed up to speak and anyone
el se who would like to speak after that. Five m nutes,
pl ease.

(Short recess taken at 2:34 after which the

proceedi ngs continued at 2:44 p.m)

MR, BERGSTEDT: Ladies and gentlenen, if you

coul d pl ease take your seats. Tom

MR. BENNETT: Let ne just nention Director
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Beaudreau sends his apologies. He was called away to
speak at the Maritinme Association group that is cross
town here but he will be seeing all of the coments
whet her he is actually here to receive themor not and
he appreci ates everyone's participation.

VR, BERGSTEDT: Sam Schwart z

MR. SCHWARTZ: Thank you. | amrepresenting
Senator Mark Warner today. The Senator apol ogi zes that
he couldn't be here but sent a letter.

| applaud the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent for convening a series of public neetings on
the environnental inpact of proposed geol ogi cal and
geophysi cal activities in the Quter Continental Shelf
along the Md- and South Atlantic coasts. | am
particularly pleased that BOEM chose Norfol k as the
site for this neeting. | think it is inportant that
t he Hanpt on Roads conmmunity have the ability to speak
directly to federal officials and ask questions about
of fshore resources, energy exploration and seismc
testing.

| believe one of the nost inportant pieces of
i nformation we can gain fromthis process of
exploration is to get a clear, detailed accounting how
much oil and gas is present in the Atlantic Quter

Continental Shelf areas. Currently we are relying on
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1 25-year-old data. In order to make an i nforned
2 cost-benefit analysis, we nust have nore infornmation
3 about the anount and type of hydrocarbon resources and
4 any information on geol ogi cal hazards. | support the
5 Bureau's attention to this because that is necessary to
6 ensure safe, operations and environnental protections.
7 | also urge the Adm nistration to revise the
8 map of the Md-Atlantic OCS to actually reflect
9 Virginia's resources as outlined in legislation that |
10 I ntroduced along wth Senator Jim Wbb; the Virginia
11 Quter Continental Shelf Energy Production Act of 2011.
12 That | egislation also provides for revenue sharing with
13 the Commonweal th of Virginia that woul d pay for
14 transportation infrastructure inprovenents as well as
15 | and and wat er conservation as well as alternative
16 ener gy advancenent. Devel opnent of Virginia' s OCS
17 resources w th acconpanyi ng revenue sharing between the
18 federal and state governnments will attract well-paying
19 jobs and boost nuch needed donestic energy production.
20 | ook forward to working with the Bureau to
21 ensure Virginia s resources are devel oped in an
22 environnmental |y sound and safe manner, including a fair
23 di stribution of revenues between the federal and state
24 gover nnent s.
25 Sincerely, Mark R Warner, United States
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Senat or.

MR. BERGSTEDT: Thank you.

Shannon Ki ndri ck.

M5. KINDRI CK: Good afternoon everyone. | am
Shannon Kindrick, District Director for Congressnan
Scott Rigell. Thank you for the opportunity for
hearing the voices of the citizens. The Congressman
represents the entire Atlantic seaboard and state of
Virginia, and we are well aware of the risks that are
| nposed and the concerns nentioned by the citizens, but
we also think it's inportant to | earn the opportunities
that exist with this exploration.

So with that said, | would Iike to share this
| etter from Congressman Scott Rigell addressed to the
Honor abl e Ken Sal azar, Secretary of the Departnent of
the Interior.

Dear Secretary Sal azar, | appreciate the
opportunity to participate in the public coment
process on the Adm nistration's Draft Programatic
Environnental |npact Statenent for Md-Atlantic energy
devel opnent. Wiile | am encouraged that the
Adm nistration is giving consideration to the vast
energy potential waiting to be devel oped off our
shores, | amdisappointed in the slow, tedious and

di sm ssive approach that has been taken thus far.
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Leaving Virginia' s Lease Sale 220 out of the
212 -- sorry, 2012-2017 five-year Quter Conti nental
Shel f (OCS) energy plan was a clear indicator that this
Adm ni stration has no intention of seeing offshore
energy production in the Md-Atlantic region any tine
soon.

| wel come the opportunity for seismc studies
to suppl enent our understandi ng of the offshore energy
resources, but | do not see a legitinmate market for

that data when there is no plan to allow the energy

potential to be devel oped. Energy producers will only
be willing to purchase the data when there is a clear
evidence that -- I"'msorry, when there is clear

evidence they wll be able to recover their investnents
by harvesting the energy resource.

The ban on coastal energy is a ban on jobs
and a ban on the revenue we need so Virginia can have
heal t hy schools, healthy children, and better roads.
This is why | introduced the Md-Atlantic Energy and
Jobs Act of 2012 (HR3882) to open in a environnentally
responsi ble way the OCS off the coast of Virginia for
energy devel opnent. The |egislation would hel p nove
Anerica away fromits dangerous reliance on foreign oil
and create an estimated 18,000 direct and indirect

| ocal | obs.
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1 This is not the tinme for another

2 governnent -funded study. [It's tinme to unleash the

3 greatest econom c engine the world has ever known - the
4 American entrepreneur - to create jobs, cut our

5 dangerous reliance on foreign energy and grow the

6 econony.

7 Yours in Freedom Scott Rigell, Menber of

8 Congr ess.

9 MR, BERGSTEDT: Sally MNeil an.

10 M5. MCNEI LAN:  Thank you. | am a nenber of
11 the Virginia Ofshore Wnd Coalition Executive

12 Committee and | am an enpl oyee of Food G ow. The &G
13 studi es you are proposing are extrenely inportant for
14 t he devel opnent of energy, both the renewabl e and

15 conventional, but nore inportantly, we have no idea of
16 what is off our coast.

17 We have this huge area. It is a frontier

18 area. There is very limted know edge and it is only
19 spotty, and we don't know what's out there. A few
20 years ago off of Florida, there was a -- Wods Hol e
21 di scovered several tracks of white coral. No one knew
22 they were there. W don't know what's out there. W
23 may di scover things out there when we are doing these
24 st udi es.
25 Yes, we will be investigating one to two
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1 hundred neters. That is inportant for both resources,

2 for foundation designs and that sort of thing, but we

3 w il also be discovering what is there. And if what is

4 there is things that should be protected, then you wl|l

5 have the opportunity to nake anot her Pennekanp or

6 sonething |Iike that and protect areas that need to be

7 protected and al | ow devel opnent where there are the

8 resources. This is extrenely inportant. These are our

9 nati onal resources and we need to obtain this

10 i nformation in a responsible manner.

11 MR. BERGSTEDT: Christine Morbach.

12 M5. MORGAN: Chri stine Morgan.

13 MR, BERGSTEDT:. Morgan, excuse ne.

14 M5. MORGAN: My nane is Christine Mdirgan. |

15 am here as a citizen, resident of Virginia Beach and

16 smal | business owner. | know that Senator \Wagner said

17 that a vote against a study is a vote for ignorance.

18 In nost cases | would agree with that, but in sone

19 cases it mght actually be a vote agai nst unneeded

20 spendi ng and unneeded effort.

21 | am opposed to the seismc testing that is

22 bei ng proposed right now This is the third tine |

23 have been here to a hearing on this subject so | wll

24 say it again. W do not want this seismc testing

25 because we do not want drilling in any way, shape or
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form (d apping)

Contrary to what you have been hearing from
our elected officials, nost residents of Virginia Beach
do not want this activity. And the last | heard, the
Navy and Nassau, and even ny own mayor, |last | heard,
he didn't want it either. So | guess | amoperating on
old information here.

Seismic testing is dangerous. |It's
disruptive to marine life. W have already heard a | ot
about it, and I amsure as you know, M. Beaudreau, as
a geologist, there is also the question no one brought
up of that the seismc testing is so intense it
actually could trigger a submarine |landslide. | have
been reading a little bit about that studies, earlier
studies. Have found cracks in the continental shelf
off the coast of Maryland and there already has been an
event of that nature resulting in, you know, a snal
tsunam , but nevertheless, it's sonething to consider.

Drilling is dangerous. [It's dangerous
business. It's not going help Virginia in the |east.

It is also in ny opinion conpletely unnecessary. The
oil and gas industry already have | eases that they
aren't even using yet. And again, you know, | admre
Presi dent Cbama for putting a hold on things.

| know that M. Donmenech wondered what the
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1 difference was between two years ago and now, but

2 apparently he forgot about the deepwater incident which

3 we are still seeing the effects of.

4 | just don't believe for one mnute that oil

5 drilling can be done safely. | think -- I'msorry,

6 obviously I amnot a public speaker but | really feel

7 strongly about this. Accidents are a given. It's a

8 dirty business. It threatens our tourismindustry,

9 j eopardi zes our already healthy econony. It interferes
10 with a prom sing wnd-generation industry, and it puts
11 at great great risk everything that nmakes our area
12 uni que.

13 | aman optimst, and | believe that our

14 el ected officials are trying to work for our greater

15 good, therefore I cannot fathomwhy they are so wlling

16 to freely give away our npst precious resource.

17 Please, let's | eave Virginia alone. Thank you.

18 (d appi ng)

19 VR. BERGSTEDT: Barbara Suruga.

20 AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | am speaki ng on behal f of

21 Ms. Suruga who had to | eave early. M. Suruga says: |

22 vote in Virginia Beach. Two years ago this sumrer

23 after the BP blowout, | was wal king on our beach at

24 89th Street. Along with seashells | found a bottle

25 cap, an oil encrusted bottle cap. It nust have nmade
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1 its way fromthe BP Horizon oil well disaster. |Its

2 | npact was felt even here. BP is still not capable of

3 cleaning up its ness.

4 If you Google oil spills, you will see that

5 they are worl dwi de and continual, continual neaning

6 that there are lines that continue to | eak copious

7 amounts of oil into the environment. | vote no to

8 drilling. | vote no to oil, gas and coal, all dirty,

9 dangerous and non-renewabl e as well as fracking energy.
10 | vote yes to wind, solar, tidal and all clean, safe,
11 renewabl e ener gy sources.

12 | encourage everyone to watch the docunentary
13 Thrive online. Thank you for your tine. God bless

14 America and its Denocratic process. Thank you.

15 (d appi ng)

16 MR, BERGSTEDT: That concludes the |ist of

17 peopl e who signed up to speak before the neeting. |Is
18 t here anyone el se who would Iike to make a comrent

19 while we are still in session? Yes, sir. Cone up to
20 the m crophone, please, and say your nane and pl ease

21 spell it for the court reporter.

22 MR. GAGNON: My nane is Chuck Gagnon. | am
23 referenced in the EIS should we mss the spelling. One
24 of you gentl eman nenti oned PAM Passive Acoustic

25 Monitoring. |It's what | have been doing for 40 years.
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1 And in areas of the world, | have watched one
2 or two seismc profiler ships growto thirteen or

3 fourteen. | have watched surveys go fromthe 1970s and
4 they still continue in the 2010s. These surveys once

5 they start, they don't stop. One of the elenents are

6 the fourth dinension. You have a 2D, 3D, and fourth

7 dinmension is tine. So we repeatedly go out and

8 resurvey the sane area over and over again and add

9 noise. It's quite a sneaky process.

10 Just in the last few days, | pulled up a

11 bot t om nount ed hydr ophone, and | was nonitoring a

12 profiler vessel off of Brazil fromover 2,000 mles

13 away. And | amsure | amcorrect, | know exactly where
14 the ship was, what the ship's nane is, et cetera. This
15 sound travel s a consi derabl e di stance on a hori zont al
16 plain. You wll look at the studies and they will talk
17 about 30 mles out or 40 mles out, and the nodels

18 don't reflect what really happens in the ocean. So the
19 sound doesn't just go straight down. It spreads out
20 significantly.
21 And it inpacts up into the hundreds of hertz.
22 I[t's not just down in the tens or 30 hertz regi on where
23 the industry will tell you the bulk of the noise is.
24 It does spread up, if you are close enough, in the
25 t housands of hert z.
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1 So | am opposed to putting this type of noise
2 because | believe it wll not be a one-tine thing given
3 that if we find anything out there and gi ven our thirst
4  for hydrocarbons and our stand-off fromthe green side
5 of business to where we are not pursuing the currents

6 and sol ar and w nd energi es because of | obbying, et

7 cetera, | stand against it having watched it for 40

8 years, watched what the ocean noise | evel does.

9 And what | do is | track whales. That's what
10 | do for a business. So | know a | ot about whet her

11 they react or not and all that, but as a citizen of

12 Virginia Beach, retired Navy squid type guy, | am

13 opposed to putting all this noise off the coast.

14 You stand here and you | ook out into the

15 ocean, you will see a vessel and you will not know

16 what's going on. You will not realize how intense that
17 noise is. It's quite significant. | wll gladly

18 provide you with a DVD of it up cl ose and personal and
19 vyou will hear that thunp and all the echoes and all the
20 pat hs that cone back to you as a receiver, and it's
21 quite significant. Thanks very nuch.
22 (d appi ng)
23 MR BERGSTEDT: Yes, sir.
24 IMR. STANTON: Good afternoon. M nane is
25 Charles Stanton. | amthe Regional Representative for
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1 Senator Jim Wbb. | want to welcone Director Beaudreau
2 and the rest of the staff to Hanpton Roads.
3 But for informational purposes, | wanted to
4 | et everybody know the Senator is going to be issuing
5 coments for the record that will be comng fromthe
6 Washi ngton office directly so | just wanted to I et you
7 know that he will have sone input on this issue as
8 well. Thank you nmuch.
9 MR. BERGSTEDT: Yes, sir.
10 MR. FLEMM NG Thank you. | apol ogi ze for
11 not having anything witten. M nane is Bill Flenm ng.
12 | ama Virginia Beach resident. M background is |
13 have a Ph.D. in physics, although it's not anything
14 related to geol ogy.
15 | have a friend who was involved in the
16 earlier studies by the oil conpanies up and down the
17 east coast. He was involved in the research to see if
18 there was any evidence of oil off the east coast.
19 He was a research geologist. And | happened
20 I n February to have lunch in Houston, Texas with a
21 geophysi ci st who happened to al so be involved in oil
22 exploration in another part of the country. Both of
23 themsaid there is no evidence of any oil of any
24 appreci abl e anount. Therefore, the studies that are
25 bei ng proposed | expect wll provide additional perhaps
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nore detailed evidence that there isn't anything out
there of economic significance to worry about.

That said, a |lot of data that was coll ected
previously by the oil conpanies has been withheld. The
little bit that was rel eased had sone interesting
I nformation including the discovery of a neteor hit at
the nouth of the Chesapeake Bay so | wanted to speak as
a scientist that any data that is collected fromthese
studi es shoul d be nade open and available to all the
uni versities so that research can be done using that
dat a.

In addition, it's been nentioned that there
IS going to be the use of acoustic sensors, and there
I s concern about the |ives of whales and mammal s eit her
by acoustics damage or boat strikes.

So | would like to propose that these
acoustic sensors be left in place or additional
neasures be done to | eave acoustic sensors in place so
that it's easier to track the mgration of R ght
whal es, other whales, other manmmal s and | arge school s
of fish such as tuna and herring so that we have a
better idea of where they are and are able to better
protect them Thank you. | wll post e-mail comments
| at er.

MR. BERGSTEDT: Thank you, sir. [Is there
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anyone el se? Yes, nma'am

M5. LANGSTON: Yes. Thank you for comng to
our beautiful state of Virginia, especially Norfol k and
Virginia Beach area. M nane is D ane Lee Langston.
And 1'd i ke to say that ny famly canme here in the
m d-1600s. Therefore, | ama conservative.

| want to conserve the beauty of Virginia
I ncl udi ng her glorious waters, therefore |I stand in
opposition to any seismc activity, and | stand in
support with previous speakers of your Alternative C

Now, | worked for the United Nations
Devel opnent Program for nore than 25 years. M husband
Is a environnental engineer. W could have |ived
anywhere in the world. W could have retired anywhere
in the world but we cane back to Norfol k because of the
beauti ful history here and the beautiful seashore and
t he beautiful waters.

W live on Lafayette R ver which is a back
wat er of Chesapeake Bay. W enjoy the herring, the
I bis, the other, the doves, all of the waters around
us. M/ nother used to crab in that river. W are
working nowwith the City of Norfolk to restore the
pristine waters of the Lafayette River. W think any
oil drilling especially would be unnecessary.

| recall that Sarah Palin when she was
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governor of Al aska, she appeared on the Charlie Rose
show about four years ago and she vociferously
conpl ai ned that the oil conpanies were not sufficiently
using their |eases in Alaska. Therefore, as one of the
previ ous speakers noted, there are nmany ot her avenues
for these oil conpanies to use their current |eases.
Secondly, getting oil, if there is any oil
off of the coast of Virginia, will not |lead to our
| ndependence or security in energy because those oil
resources will be put on the global nmarket and we w |
have to again still conpete with China and ot her
i ndustrial countries including India for these oil
resour ces.
So we stand in support of mass transit, of
alternative energy uses, of wwind mlls and solar. |

woul d love to be able to afford to put solar panels on

ny house right now. | have been wanting to put a w nd
mll in nmy backyard if the city of Norfolk would
permt.

So pl ease, please, think of the future of our
children here in Virginia and the seaboard of the east
coast. And thank you so much for com ng to our
beauti ful state.

(d appi ng)

M5. GLENN: Hello. M nane is Becca d enn,
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1 B-e-c-c-a Gl-e-n-n. | ama resident of Portsnouth and
2 | also work for an ocean conservation group call ed
3 OCceana, which has hundreds of volunteers, donors and
4 e-activists right near Hanpton Roads.
5 | am strongly opposed to allow ng airgun
6 surveys off our coasts because of the harmthat woul d
7 be caused to the marine ecosystem These airguns are
8 about the | oudest sound humans nmake underwater short of
9 expl osives, and so |loud that they are known to cause
10 behavi oral changes, hearing loss, injury, and death in
11 marine manmals. |In fact, the Adm nistration's own
12 estimates are that these surveys would injure up to
13 138, 500 mari ne manmmal s.
14 Wi | e BOEM has included tinme/area closures in
15 Alternatives Aand B, it is difficult to put area
16 limts on the inpacts of airguns because the sound and
17 di sruptions to marine |ife can travel through the water
18 for hundreds or thousands of mles. Just one airgun
19 array in the North Atlantic caused endangered fin and
20 hunpback whal es to abandon habitat over an area of nore
21 t han 100, 000 square files.
22 Ai rguns di spl ace commercial species of fish
23 as far as thousands of square kiloneters away whi ch has
24 reduced catch rates of species |ike cod, haddock and
25 rockfish, and led fishernen in Norway and other parts
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of the world to seek industry conpensation for their
| osses.

A nunber of people here today have nenti oned
that existing data is 25 years old, and there is a
reason for this; because oil and gas is an old and
outdated industry. W have the option now to use
newer, better, and cleaner technol ogies to bring energy
and jobs to Virginia. Countries in Europe and Asia are
operating these nodern energy generation sources |ike
of fshore wind, in sone cases for as many as 20 years.
It's long past tinme for us to catch up.

| urge you to adopt Alternative C which would
all ow for | ess destructive renewabl e energy expl oration
whi | e excl udi ng airgun surveys. Thank you.

(C appi ng)

MR. BERGSTEDT: Anyone else? kay, if you
haven't seen the docunent yet, you have infornmation on
where you can take a look at it to offer any comments
in witing that you wish to nmake. And with that, |
woul d cl ose the neeting.

( Ther eupon, the proceedi ngs concluded at 3:09

p. m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF COURT REPORTER

|, Lois B. Boyle, RVR do hereby certify that I
reported verbatimthe Bureau of Ccean Energy
Managenent neeti ng.

| further certify that the foregoing is a true,
accurate and conplete transcript of said
pr oceedi ngs.

G ven under ny hand this 4th day of May 2012 at
Nor fol k, Virginia.

Lois B. Boyle, RMWR
Not ary Regi stration No. 203748
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 1             MR. BENNETT:  Good afternoon.  I'd like to

 2   welcome you all to this public hearing on the

 3   Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on

 4   Geological and Geophysical Activities in the Mid- and

 5   South Atlantic.  My name is Jim Bennett.  I am with the

 6   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management at its headquarters.

 7             Safety first.  In the event of an emergency,

 8   the closest exits are the ones right behind you.  The

 9   restrooms are down the hall in the lobby to the right

10   of the elevators.

11             First I want to mention that the Bureau of

12   Ocean Energy Management is an bureau within the United

13   States Department of the Interior.  We are responsible

14   for research and environmental protection on the Outer

15   Continental Shelf.

16             We are here to take your comments on the

17   environmental impact statement and I'd like to

18   introduce several people to you because, like I say, we

19   are here to get your comments.  But if you have

20   questions or seek some information, there are a number

21   of people here who may be able to help you or we could

22   find the information for you.

23             The first person, of course, is our Director,

24   Tommy Beaudreau up on the panel and the Project

25   Manager, Tom Bergstadt, to his right.  Also Tershara
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 1   Matthews, Regional Environmental Assessment Unit

 2   Supervisor and Gary Goeke, the Regional Environmental

 3   Section Chief.  Cathy Rosa is here with logistics.  I

 4   think she is out at the table.  And John Filostrat is

 5   with our Office of Public Affairs.  John?  There is

 6   John.

 7             Also, from our consultants, Continental Shelf

 8   Associates, the Project Manager, Will Sloger.  Is he in

 9   here?

10             Kim Olsen, the Deputy Project Manager and

11   Robin -- you know, I know I am going to get this wrong

12   because she explained it to me -- Schuricht.

13             With that, like I said, again, we are here to

14   receive your comments.  But before we do that, we have

15   some remarks from our Director, Tommy Beaudreau, and a

16   short presentation on the project and the EIS itself

17   from Tom Bergstadt.  Tommy.

18             MR. BEAUDREAU:  Good afternoon everyone.

19   Thank you very much for attending this public hearing

20   on our Draft Programmatic EIS for Geological and

21   Geophysical Activities in the Mid- and South Atlantic.

22   Let me start by just providing a little bit of context

23   for the Programmatic EIS so that everyone here

24   understands how it fits in with our responsibilities

25   and our oversight activity.
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 1             The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management was

 2   formed last October.  It's one of the two new agencies

 3   in the Interior Department that were created following

 4   the Deepwater Horizon blowout and oil spill in the Gulf

 5   of Mexico two years ago, two years ago last week.

 6             The reorganization was one of the fundamental

 7   responses that the Federal Government took in the wake

 8   of the Deepwater Horizon accident to provide for more

 9   effective oversight of offshore energy activity, oil

10   and gas as well as renewable energy development.

11             The way we designed the reorganization was

12   essentially to separate out environmental assessment

13   and leasing activity and long-term offshore energy

14   planning activity from a more pure safety oversight.

15   And so the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, which is

16   our agency, is responsible for long-term planning for

17   energy activity on the U.S. OCS.  That includes

18   development of the five-year oil and gas leasing

19   program.  It includes conducting all environmental

20   assessments under NEPA as well as other statutes and

21   overseeing actual lease sales for oil and gas as well

22   as the development and leasing related to offshore

23   renewable energy including wind energy.

24             The Bureau of Safety and Environmental

25   Enforcement, which is our sister agency, is responsible
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 1   for overseeing the safety of offshore energy activities

 2   including the safety of drilling operations, overseeing

 3   spill response in the event of an accident or an oil

 4   spill, and conducting inspections.

 5             And so broadly speaking, that is the

 6   breakdown of responsibilities between the two new

 7   agencies.  So BOEM, as I said, is responsible for

 8   developing the five-year oil and gas leasing program.

 9   We put out a draft of the five-year program last

10   November that laid out a proposed schedule for oil and

11   gas lease sales on the U.S. OCS for the period starting

12   later this year, 2012 through 2017.

13             That program includes potential lease sales

14   in the Gulf of Mexico, in the central and western Gulf

15   of Mexico, a sliver in the eastern Gulf of Mexico,

16   potential sales in Alaska, my home state, off of the

17   Beaufort and Chukchi Sea planning areas and the Cook

18   Inlet planning area.  These are all areas that have had

19   lease sales in the past.

20             And so we designed the program focused on

21   developing regionally tailored, regionally specific

22   approaches to oil and gas leasing, meaning getting away

23   from a default of area wide leasing that has existed in

24   the past and moving toward more narrowly tailored and

25   appropriate leasing programs, depending on the region.
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 1             And so, for example, with respect to the Gulf

 2   of Mexico which is an extremely mature area for oil and

 3   gas development, we do maintain or propose continuing

 4   area wide lease sales in the central and western Gulf

 5   of Mexico.  It's the area with the most resource

 6   potential, particularly in the central Gulf of Mexico

 7   and the most mature infrastructure to both bring

 8   resources to market and also to respond in the event of

 9   an accident or an oil spill.

10             With respect to the Artic, we have proposed

11   potential sales, one sale each in the Beaufort and the

12   Chukchi, but we set those sales very late in the

13   five-year program with the idea that we want to

14   continue developing the science including geological

15   science as well as environmental science to inform, A,

16   whether those lease sales should actually go forward,

17   and B, if they do go forward, what should the

18   configuration of the lease sale be?

19             We are not going to do an area wide lease

20   sale in the Artic where in the past we've made

21   available essentially the entire area and the oil and

22   gas companies chose within that area where they would

23   be interested in purchasing acreage.

24             Instead, what we believe is more appropriate

25   for the Artic would be focusing on where the resource
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 1   potential is, understanding through scientific

 2   development including seismic surveys where the

 3   resource potential is and then taking a hard look at

 4   how that lines up with environmentally sensitive areas

 5   and other leases including subsistence hunts which they

 6   are extremely important to native Alaskans.

 7             And so out of that, if a lease sale goes

 8   forward, we intend for the sale to be much more narrow,

 9   deconflicted and focused on areas where there is

10   actually significant resource potential.

11             We have not scheduled, to the disappointment

12   of some of the folks in this room, we have not at this

13   time scheduled lease sales in the Mid- and South

14   Atlantic.  And we did that for a very specific reason.

15   We are pursuing an energy strategy with respect to the

16   Mid- and South Atlantic that is quite deliberate and

17   quite focused, but in our judgment, now would not be

18   the time to schedule lease sales.  There is some

19   preliminary work that needs to be done before any, in

20   our judgment, any oil and gas leasing would be

21   appropriate.

22             Some of that work includes what is being

23   contemplated or studied in this Programmatic EIS.  Our

24   understanding of the resource potential off of the Mid-

25   and South Atlantic states at this point in time is
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 1   limited.  The last seismic surveys in these areas were

 2   conducted twenty-five, thirty years ago with technology

 3   that frankly is quite out of date at this point.  There

 4   have been a lot of developments in geology and in

 5   seismic surveys.

 6             And so our information about the resource

 7   potential, both the magnitude of the resource potential

 8   but also the locations of where potential reservoirs

 9   may be at this point in time is limited.  So consistent

10   with that regionally tailored approach to leasing that

11   I described to you, we believe that a first critical

12   step to even considering whether or not to hold the

13   lease sale is to understand what the resource potential

14   and where the resource may be.

15             And then given that information, that

16   scientific information about the geology and the

17   resource potential, take that and similar to what we

18   would be doing in Alaska, line that up against

19   environmental concerns and other uses.  Obviously there

20   is not subsistence hunts off of the east coast as there

21   is in Alaska, but there are significant other uses.

22             The military, extremely important to Norfolk

23   and Virginia as well as North Carolina has significant

24   operations, obviously, in the Mid- and South Atlantic

25   including right out of Norfolk.

�

0009

 1             Everyone here respects the military's

 2   prerogatives and missions, understands how important

 3   that is and so we need to do a lot of work to figure

 4   out how any offshore energy development can be

 5   reconciled with the military's needs.

 6             There's also commercial fishing interest,

 7   recreational interest, shipping, commercial shipping

 8   interest that need to be taken into account and lined

 9   up against any potential interest in oil and gas.

10             And so that is the process that we're going

11   through now.  The stage we are in, we have put out a

12   draft of the Programmatic EIS that evaluates the

13   potential environmental impact of geological and

14   geophysical surveys including specifically seismic

15   surveys, acoustic surveys that use sound to penetrate

16   geological formations and develop data about what may

17   be down there including oil and gas reserves

18   potentially.

19             Those activities we know may have effects on

20   critters that are in the ocean including in particular

21   marine mammals.  And so we are going through a very

22   exhaustive and deliberate study of the potential

23   effects in this area, in these regions given the

24   ecosystem and the animals that live in these areas,

25   what the potential effects may be and what mitigation
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 1   measures would be appropriate if this activity is to go

 2   forward.

 3             So that is the entire purpose of our EIS and

 4   that is why your participation today is extremely

 5   important.  It's extremely important under our process

 6   and our Democratic system of government to get the

 7   public's input on things we should consider in

 8   finalizing the EIS.  Have we missed something?  Are

 9   there issues that we didn't give appropriate weight to?

10   And also what public sentiment is around this potential

11   activity.  It's extremely important to us.  It's a

12   factor that we have to consider going forward in

13   evaluating whether any energy leasing off of Virginia,

14   for example, should take place at all.  What is the

15   public sentiment around that?

16             So this is an important step in that process.

17   I commend each and every one of you for taking the time

18   out of your day to participate in this process.  Your

19   voices will be heard.  I will be sitting through much

20   of the testimony today paying close attention, and as

21   we work to finalize the EIS, you will see your comments

22   and consideration of your comments reflected in the

23   final document.

24             So with that, I will turn it over to Tom

25   Bergstadt.  He is a member of BOEM scientific staff.
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 1   He has been overseeing the preparation of the

 2   Programmatic EIS and is truly our agency's expert on

 3   these issues for this region.  So thank you very much.

 4             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Thank you, Mr. Beaudreau.

 5   This is the meeting scheduled for the public meetings

 6   being held for this Programmatic EIS.  You can see that

 7   we've had -- last week we were in these places in the

 8   southern part; Jacksonville, Savannah, Charleston,

 9   today Norfolk and in the course of the week, before the

10   end of the week, you can see the other places we will

11   be visiting to have similar meetings such as this one

12   to receive public comments.

13             The draft environmental impact statement has

14   been distributed to anyone who gave us their e-mail or

15   address information.  We had a publication in Federal

16   Register on March 30, and as objective evidence, it's

17   sitting right there on the edge of the dais there or

18   the table.  We are here today to get your comments and

19   to help draft -- to help evolve the draft into a final

20   decision document to the Secretary of the Interior as

21   the best we can put forward for him.

22             The purpose of the Programmatic EIS is to

23   assess the potential environmental impact of the

24   various types of G&G activities, geological and

25   geophysical.  We projected activity levels in these
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 1   areas on the Outer Continental Shelf, evaluated

 2   mitigation measures that could be applied to reduce or

 3   eliminate impacts, and the purpose of the EIS is to

 4   provide our agency and other agencies having

 5   responsibilities under environmental law to be informed

 6   before decisions are authorized in these areas.

 7             This slide shows the areas that have been

 8   identified on permit applications that the Bureau of

 9   Ocean Energy Management received as early as 2009 for

10   surveying these areas.  The relative gray scale shows

11   the area of more intense activity relative to the

12   lighter gray scale.  So we do have permit applications

13   in hand for work in these areas, primarily seismic

14   activity, and I will talk a little bit about what that

15   entails in a moment.

16             The proposed action for the environmental

17   impact statement is to authorize geological and

18   geophysical activities to support all three program

19   areas that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management

20   manages; oil and gas renewable energy and also marine

21   minerals.

22             These are the two OCS areas, and here is the

23   edge of the exclusive economic zone at 200 nautical

24   miles from shore.  All the waters at seabed that are in

25   shore from this line are the territorial waters and
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 1   land of the United States.

 2             This line here, it's hard to see, is the 300

 3   nautical mile limit line.  It's the edge of an extended

 4   outer continental shelf.  There is a provision in the

 5   United Nation convention of the law of the sea for a

 6   country to petition to add to their exclusive economic

 7   zone out to an extended continental shelf.

 8             The United States has not pursued that as of

 9   yet, but in our EIS we wanted to include these waters

10   if or when the United States does seek to do that.

11             The types of activities are geological and

12   geophysical.  Geological is coring of the seabed

13   generally or shallow test drilling but defined as less

14   than five hundred feet deep.  Deep stratigraphic tests

15   are deeper than five hundred feet.  These are not

16   exploration wells in the sense of oil and gas

17   exploring there for determining -- for scientific

18   research.  And if there is something discovered, you

19   can't really produce it because you need a lease to

20   produce on the Outer Continental Shelf.

21             Geophysical work would be two and three

22   dimensional seismic surveying.  Control source

23   electromagnetic surveys, these are used by industry to

24   determine the content of formation fluids and gases.

25   High-resolution geophysical surveys would be more
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 1   geo-engineering in nature that would be prior to

 2   replacing bottom founded structures, either oil and gas

 3   platform or a wind turbine mile pole, anything that

 4   would be required to understand the sea bottom before

 5   certain activity is undertaken, to understand the

 6   telemetry, to understand what's there already at the

 7   bottom or perhaps sea wreck, shipwreck.

 8             Gravity and magnetic surveys are also an

 9   issue.  Impacting factors, these are stressors on the

10   environment.  There is routine operations and

11   accidental events.  Routine operations are things that

12   you can predict by the nature of the work that's

13   proposed.  The seismic surveying is one, the

14   electromechanical sound sources that I mentioned, the

15   geo-engineering kind of techniques, they don't use

16   airguns.  They use other sources of energy to capture a

17   profile of the sea bottom.

18             Drilling and pouring often have operational

19   wastes associated.  The cuttings generally are

20   discharged in the seabed.  Air traffic helicopters that

21   might service large geophysical boats offshore.

22   Seafloor disturbances of any kind; sampling, drilling,

23   placement of anchors, cables or sensors.  The onshore

24   base support services, people that work on the ocean

25   are supported on land.  The ships have to berth.  They
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 1   have to be serviced, bring supplies and, of course,

 2   people live somewhere.

 3             So it involves vessel traffic, it involves

 4   noise, it involves exclusion zones for safety or for

 5   observation of marine mammals wastes.  Trash and debris

 6   is also a consideration for any work that takes place

 7   on the ocean.

 8             Accidental events would be fuel spills

 9   because we are not talking about producing oil and gas.

10   We are not talking about pipelines or tankers.  It's

11   just the testing activity that takes place before that.

12             Environmental resources here, Benthic

13   communities, fish and fisheries, marine mammals, sea

14   turtles, coastal and marine birds, protected species,

15   for many of these categories, they are all in the

16   Environmental Draft EIS.

17             Socioeconomic issues like shipwrecks.  The

18   Atlantic seaboard has a long history of human activity,

19   lots of shipwrecks there.  Marine protected areas,

20   there are two special areas in these two planning

21   areas.  In the Mid-Atlantic, we have Monitor National

22   Marine Sanctuary and in the South Atlantic you have

23   Ray's Reef.  Recreational sources, human resources and

24   land use and other marine uses such as the military

25   uses.

�

0016

 1             The heart and soul of the EIS are the

 2   alternatives.  We structured them for this evaluation

 3   to be based on current regulations recognized by NOAA

 4   fisheries or vessel speed restrictions at certain times

 5   of the year.  Along the east coast, NOAA has recognized

 6   certain seasonal management areas or critical habitat

 7   areas for the Northern Right Whale.  And we have taken

 8   a look at these and said, well, let's restrict airgun

 9   activity during the periods of time that NOAA would

10   like to have vessels going slower.  Generally that's

11   the greatest hazard to marine mammals is if they are

12   hit by the boat.

13             We have also included in Alternative A we

14   have the protective measures we have used in the Gulf

15   of Mexico over the many years of G&G activity there.

16   We have certain protocols for how to start surveys, how

17   to conduct them, how to terminate them if marine

18   mammals encroach on a planned area.

19             It involves using species observers.  It

20   involves using ramping up of the airguns before in a

21   gradual way to allow animals to exit the area if they

22   are disturbed.

23             Vessel strike avoidance, for observers to be

24   observing at all times while the boat is moving.

25             Marine trash and debris awareness.  These
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 1   animals sometimes confuse trash in the water for prey

 2   items.  That's sort of the philosophy for A is to look

 3   at these time/area closures and also make them up with

 4   the SMA protective measures we have in the Gulf of

 5   Mexico as modified in the Atlantic.

 6             For Alternative B, we said let's take all of

 7   the protective measures for A and let's extend some of

 8   the time area closures and also let's look at adding

 9   some different kinds of mitigation in addition to those

10   that are in A.

11             The expanded time/area closures for Northern

12   Right Whales, I will show you a map of that in a

13   moment.  Also a closure area for sea turtles along

14   Central Florida.  Also, part of B would be separation

15   between of surveys taking place at the same time and

16   also the required use of passive acoustic monitoring,

17   that is, hydrophones in the water that are used to

18   sense if marine mammals are under water like if they

19   are making their characteristic noises.

20             You can see them if they are on the surface,

21   but if they are under water you can't.  But this

22   particular technique you can use to infer whether they

23   are close by.  It's not a requirement for Alternative A

24   but we're saying Alternative B, let's make it

25   mandatory.
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 1             Now, for Alternative C, they require no

 2   action alternative for our evaluation.  Since we have

 3   three program areas and oil and gas work has not been

 4   authorized in the Atlantic for a very long time, we

 5   looked at a no action alternative for oil and gas.

 6             For the other program areas; renewable energy

 7   and marine minerals, we are looking at -- that are

 8   currently authorized in these areas and they can come

 9   to us on a case-by-case basis and be processed in that

10   manner, we are looking to say, okay, the status quo,

11   they continue to come to us, we process them on a

12   case-by-case basis.

13             These are the time/area closures I had

14   mentioned.  The critical habitat offshore Jacksonville

15   is right here, extends down close to Florida to the

16   southern boundary of the South Atlantic planning area.

17   This area in orange is the southeastern seasonal

18   management area.  The area in yellow is the

19   Mid-Atlantic seasonal management area.  These are

20   time/area closures recognized by NOAA for vessel speed.

21             During these windows, vessels are supposed to

22   go slower because there are whales in the area.  They

23   tend to be over summer in the New England states and

24   head down the coast line to, over winter, in this area

25   here.
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 1             For Alternative B, it's hard to see perhaps

 2   but we extended to the south of the southern management

 3   area an extension going out to 20 nautical miles.  All

 4   the vessel speed zones head out from the shoreline to

 5   about 20 nautical miles, and also proposed to fill in

 6   these areas that are not continuous.  These areas that

 7   are recognized here are offshore major basin estuaries

 8   where there is a lot of traffic converging.  So these

 9   little cuspid areas are recognized there for vessel

10   speed control.

11             What we are saying for B is let's have a

12   continuous zone up the coast to both the planning areas

13   all the way from Delaware Bay to Cape Canaveral are as

14   a time closure for airguns during these periods of time

15   during the year.

16             AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Question.  How wide is that

17   area?

18             MR. BERGSTEDT:  20 nautical miles from shore.

19             For turtles, this area here off Cape

20   Canaveral is a well known turtle nesting spot for the

21   loggerhead and leatherback.  There are tens of

22   thousands of nests that have been observed there by

23   folks who watch there.  This zone extends out 11

24   nautical miles, so we are saying no airguns in that

25   area in the periods of time that the turtles are coming
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 1   ashore, laying their eggs and their hatchlings are

 2   coming offshore and going into the ocean.  That's part

 3   of Alternative B.

 4             The mitigation measures I had mentioned to

 5   you; time/area closures, seismic survey protocol, ramp

 6   up observer start-up, acoustic monitoring, they tend to

 7   be -- they are shown here on the top and they are shown

 8   whether they are applicable for each alternative, and

 9   they are shown whether they are required, optional, and

10   they give you an overview of sort of a summary role of

11   what mitigation they are applying to what activity.

12             If you look in the EIS, you will see that

13   Table 2-2 in the document is a really good place to

14   take a look and see how the totality of our evaluation

15   is proposed.  We've got on the left-hand boundary all

16   the Benthic communities, I mean, all of the affected

17   resources, all of the impacting factors that pertain to

18   each one.  We've got the alternative over the top and

19   then we have what are called significance criteria

20   assigned for each resource.  They range from negligible

21   to minor to moderate to major.

22             In none of the resource areas or none of the

23   impacting factors is there a major impact.  All of them

24   are something less than that.  Anyway, Table 2-2 is a

25   good place if you want to see in one place what we have
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 1   evaluated and what we think it means, that's where

 2   you'd like to go.

 3             The consultations required by law take place

 4   at the same time that we are finalizing the EIS.  We

 5   have Section 7 consultations of the Endangered Species

 6   Act and we have Marine Mammal Protection Act

 7   consultation with NOAA Fisheries.

 8             The next steps here, commentary is open in

 9   April and May.  We revise the documents based on

10   comments from folks like yourself and federal agencies,

11   state agencies, and we will present some

12   recommendations to the Department of Management for

13   consideration towards the end of the process.

14             All of the environmental consultations are

15   taking place concurrently, and at the end of it, there

16   is a record of decision, that is, a statement the

17   government makes in the Federal Register for what they

18   conclude about this evaluation, what they decide

19   amongst the alternatives and that we project to have

20   happen towards the end of the calendar year.

21             I mentioned the comment period is open.  It

22   closes on May 30th.  We can collect comments from you

23   here in written form.  The court reporter will take

24   testimony.  We have a dedicated e-mail address;

25   ggeis@boem.gov, where you can send your comments.
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 1             In the material on the tables outside, there

 2   is a website that you can click up a copy of the

 3   document and look at it online if that's what you

 4   prefer.

 5             If you'd like to send us comments in the

 6   United States post, you can send it to the address here

 7   which is also in the materials outside.  And in

 8   closing, I will say we've spent about a year putting

 9   this evaluation together.  It involves state of the

10   practice modeling of noise in the ocean, noise in the

11   sea caused by these tools.

12             We've secured a contractor to help us with

13   that, CSA International Incorporated.  They are based

14   in Stuart, Florida.  They prepared the modeling for

15   marine mammal impacts based on noise that you will see

16   in the document.

17             And after you have a chance to take a look at

18   it, send us what you think about it and we can use it

19   to try to make a better document but the best decision

20   document we can make for our department secretary.

21             And with that, I can close my presentation

22   and I can open the floor for comment.  Before I do

23   that, I wish to explain some guidelines for fairness.

24   Our goal is to allow comment from everyone who signed

25   up to speak until we are done.
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 1             Federal or state representatives or other

 2   elected officials that are either elected or appointed

 3   will speak first and they have no time restrictions.

 4   We ask that members of the public self police

 5   themselves to three minutes per speaker.  When all who

 6   have signed up to speak have spoken and people still

 7   want to make a comment, we will open the floor later.

 8             We are here trying to receive comment on the

 9   draft.  Comments about anything else other than our

10   draft really don't help our purpose for being here.

11             If you are speaking from notecards, we ask

12   that if you can provide a copy of your statement to us

13   so that the court reporter has an accurate record of

14   your testimony.  Sometimes it's hard to hear, people

15   don't stand close to the mic.  It helps the court

16   reporter to make an accurate record.

17             And with these guidelines, I would call the

18   first speaker, State Senator Frank Wagner.

19             SENATOR WAGNER:  Thank you.  And

20   Mr. Director, thank you for coming down and welcome to

21   Norfolk.  We really really appreciate this opportunity

22   to speak before you.  It's not the first time I have

23   spoken before this particular Bureau of Ocean Energy

24   Management but MMS entirely on a series of issues as we

25   went through the sales as well, and I would like this
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 1   opportunity to say that I really want to commend all

 2   the efforts BOEM has done in moving forward this

 3   survey.

 4             We have a saying in the General Assembly up

 5   there that a vote against a study is a vote for

 6   ignorance, and I really want to commend you for moving

 7   forward with this study and moving forward with the

 8   opportunity to do these seismic surveys in the

 9   Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic areas because this will

10   give us the opportunity to come to grips with what is

11   out there, what quantities are out there, where are the

12   locations, all of those things that we need to know to

13   formulate and debate a strategy.

14             What I've heard today, particularly

15   Mr. Director and Tom, about once we know these things,

16   then we can analyze whether it's safe, prudent to go

17   after these resources or whether it makes economic

18   sense to go after these resources.  And more

19   importantly or just as importantly as representatives

20   that you are, that the government ensuring if there is

21   a lease sale, that you have a fair idea what the

22   quantity is and fair expectation of what rents and

23   royalties should be derived from those particular lease

24   lots as you move towards the sale.  All of those things

25   are very, very important based on some of the data you
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 1   have given upfront.

 2             I am sure if these seismic surveys move

 3   forward it will be done in a responsible and

 4   environmentally safe manner.  But I can't overemphasize

 5   the need to have the accurate information for the

 6   citizens that we all represent, particularly in the

 7   Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic area to know what's out

 8   there, with a reasonable expectation of what's out

 9   there, not data based on technology that's 25 years old

10   and somewhat suspect, to have that actual information

11   to be able to formulate and base decisions on whether

12   or not we should move forward with this, in what manner

13   we should move forward with this and what expectation

14   we can have and results out there.  And for all those

15   reasons, I think this study is altogether appropriate,

16   and we need to move forward with the study.

17             Again, I won't usurp three minutes time.  I

18   realize having been on your side how lengthy these can

19   be and I'm sure there are a lot of folks who will be

20   speaking on both sides of the issue.  But again, I just

21   want to reiterate my support for the efforts that you

22   are doing now and to go forward and move forward with

23   these 2 and 3D seismic surveys.

24             Having said that, I also have a written

25   statement from Delegate Ron Villanueva who represents a
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 1   district in the City of Virginia Beach, also very, very

 2   supportive, and I will submit these for the record.

 3   Thank you.

 4             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Virginia Secretary of Natural

 5   Resources, Doug Domenech.

 6             MR. DOMENECH:  Thank you very much.  I want

 7   to say before I read my written statement, Mr. Bennett,

 8   Mr. Bergstadt, welcome and especially to Director

 9   Beaudreau.  I hope everyone realizes how significant it

10   is that the Agency Director is here and I know you are

11   not able to attend all of the hearings, but we really

12   appreciate you coming to Virginia.

13             As a former Interior employee myself, I know

14   that there are many hard working dedicated employees at

15   Interior and I just appreciate your service to the

16   country.

17             I do want to welcome you on behalf of

18   Governor Bob McDonnell.  I welcome you to the energy

19   capital of the east coast.  My name is Doug Domenech.

20   I serve as Secretary of Natural Resources for the

21   Commonwealth of Virginia.  In my Secretariat, I oversee

22   six state environmental agencies and assist the

23   governor in implementing the Commonwealth's energy

24   program.

25             Governor McDonnell is a strong advocate on
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 1   behalf of an "all of the above" energy security

 2   strategy.  However, unlike the President, when we say

 3   "all of the above," we really mean it.  Since his

 4   inauguration in 2010, the Governor has been busy

 5   promoting both conventional and renewable energy

 6   sources of energy, both on shore and offshore,

 7   including coal, gas, oil, nuclear, solar, wind and

 8   energy efficiency.  Just last week he signed thirteen

 9   pieces of legislation to strengthen and expand

10   Virginia's energy infrastructure and expand alternative

11   energy resources.

12             The Governor continues in his strong support

13   for exploration and development of oil and natural gas

14   resources off the coast of Virginia.  And I was pleased

15   to join Secretary Salazar and BOEM Director Beaudreau

16   last month to applaud the Administration's completion

17   of the Draft Programmatic EIS to evaluate potential

18   environmental effects for multiple G&G activities in

19   the Mid- and South Atlantic Planning Areas of the OCS.

20   Virginia is preparing formal comments on the plan and

21   will submit those before the May 17 deadline.

22             I would like to add this very hearing feels a

23   little bit like Groundhog Day.  Two years ago we were

24   here commenting on similar plans for G&G and

25   exploration after President Obama awarded Virginia a
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 1   lease sale in the 2007-2012 five-year plan.  In fact,

 2   the Director of the then Minerals Management Service

 3   herself informed us that Virginia would be scheduled

 4   for its first oil and gas lease sale in March of 2012.

 5   Now two years later, while we are glad the draft PEIS

 6   for G&G has been prepared, the Commonwealth again must

 7   reiterate our strong disappointment that the

 8   Administration has decided to keep Virginia out of the

 9   next five-year plan for 2012 to 2017.

10             In announcing the 2012-2017 plan, Secretary

11   Salazar stated two objections to holding a Virginia

12   lease sale; first, a lack of existing infrastructure,

13   and second, potential conflicts with the military.

14   Apparently these issues that now keep a Virginia sale

15   from proceeding were not an issue to the Secretary or

16   the President in March of 2010.

17             In March of 2010 in announcing his plan to

18   expand offshore oil and gas exploration off Virginia,

19   President Obama said this is a decision that I've not

20   made lightly.  It's one that Ken Salazar and I as well

21   as Carol Browner, my energy adviser, and others in my

22   Administration looked at closely for more than a year.

23   But the bottom line is this, given our energy needs in

24   order to sustain economic growth and produce jobs and

25   keep our businesses competitive, we are going to need
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 1   to harness traditional sources of fuel.

 2             As I have testified in the past, Virginia --

 3   that's end quote.  As I have testified in the past,

 4   Virginia could not agree more with this statement.

 5   Again, the question is what exactly has changed since

 6   then that now prohibits Virginia's sale from being

 7   allowed to proceed in this five-year plan?

 8             Well, we urge the Administration to amend the

 9   2012-2017 OCS five-year plan to allow for an oil and

10   gas lease sale off Virginia in this cycle.  The

11   Governor is equally interested in moving forward with

12   siting for offshore wind, energy as well.  We are

13   pleased this PEIS will consider G&G activities for all

14   three program areas managed by BOEM, oil and gas

15   exploration and development, renewable energy and

16   marine minerals.

17             We feel Virginia is also ideal for the

18   development of offshore wind resources, and we have

19   been working with all the interested military and

20   civilian stakeholders to prepare and plan for this

21   development.

22             To summarize a few key points, Virginia is

23   pleased that BOEM is taking this important step towards

24   leasing off the Virginia coast.  Virginia's official

25   policy in the code of Virginia favors oil and gas
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 1   exploration and production.

 2             Governor McDonnell's energy plan calls for

 3   all of the above approach including offshore

 4   conventional and renewable energy development.

 5   Eighty percent of Virginia's voters favor expanded

 6   offshore energy development, and our elected officials

 7   at all levels support development on a bipartisan

 8   basis.  America needs this domestic energy source, and

 9   while Virginia enjoys a lowering unemployment rate, we

10   need the jobs.  The lack of modern data hinders efforts

11   to assess available resources.

12             In conclusion, on behalf of Governor

13   McDonnell, I want to thank Interior and BOEM for coming

14   to Norfolk to hold this important hearing.  Thank you

15   very much.

16             MR. BEAUDREAU:  Eileen Levandoski.

17             MS. LEVANDOSKI:  Is there a possibility of

18   upping those lights so I can read?

19             MR. BEAUDREAU:  We'll check.

20             MS. LEVANDOSKI:  Little better.  Good

21   afternoon.  My name is Eileen Levandoski.  I am the

22   Virginia Conservation Program Manager with the Sierra

23   Club, and I am a resident of Virginia Beach.

24             The seismic study is completely unnecessary

25   when it comes to supporting Virginia's offshore wind
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 1   development.  Such geological and geophysical studies

 2   are already covered by the Programmatic Environmental

 3   Assessment that BOEM has already approved for the

 4   Mid-Atlantic wind energy areas that includes Virginia.

 5             Secretary of Interior Salazar and others

 6   contend that seismic testing will not only reveal how

 7   much oil and gas may be on the Outer Continental Shelf

 8   but will also benefit for the research to the offshore

 9   wind industry.  However, it's really "dynamite versus a

10   hammer" when comparing the level of seismic study

11   necessary for oil and gas versus that for offshore

12   wind.

13             The oil and gas industry wants to know what

14   is hundreds and thousands of feet below the seafloor.

15   To get information from that far below the ground, they

16   use extremely loud airguns.  But the renewable energy

17   industry only wants to know what's on the seafloor and

18   just below, so they use echo-sounders and sub-bottom

19   profilers that are generally many orders of magnitude

20   quieter than airguns.

21             The difference is on the order of 250 plus

22   decibels for airguns versus 200 decimals for sub-bottom

23   profilers and echo-sounders.  That's a huge gap since

24   intensity goes up ten times for every ten decibels you

25   gain.  Not to mention that airguns put out broadband

�

0032

 1   sound, potentially affecting everything in the ocean

 2   that can hear, while the sources used by renewable

 3   industry are limited to a small part of the frequency

 4   spectrum.

 5             Having our wildlife and fishing and tourism

 6   industries to explore for oil and gas is also

 7   unnecessary since we don't want drilling to go forward

 8   in any case.  Almost 2,000 Virginians participated in

 9   Hands Across the Sand protest to speak out against

10   using drilling off our Virginia coast.  Our coastal

11   environment is just to precious to risk with any

12   drilling-related activity, to include seismic.

13             While the Gulf and its people are to date

14   still reeling from the BP Gulf oil spill diaster, other

15   spills have since occurred off the coast of Scotland in

16   the North Sea and off the Brazilian coast.  The risk

17   continues to be real and formidable.  Why even kick off

18   the process with exploration?

19             Harmful seismic studies aren't needed for

20   offshore wind development, a clean energy source that

21   we can all support.  The Sierra Club is ready to join

22   BOEM to help power America with clean renewable energy,

23   but we won't accept offshore drilling off our coast and

24   we won't accept putting our marine life at risk with

25   seismic airguns.  Thank you.
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 1             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Please don't forgot to

 2   provide your written comments.  Thank you.  Mike Ward.

 3             MR. WARD:  Good afternoon.  My name is

 4   Michael Ward, Executive Director of Virginia Petroleum

 5   Council, division of the American Petroleum Institute.

 6             Thank you for the opportunity to speak today

 7   about this PEIS, which will support the issuance of

 8   geological and geophysical study on the activities on

 9   the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf.

10             The oil and natural gas industry has a long

11   history of working with the Department of Interior to

12   develop this country's natural resources to the benefit

13   of U.S. economy and all Americans.  Our industry stands

14   ready to invest in exploration off the Atlantic OCS.

15   This PEIS is a needed first step to begin the process

16   of generating the data to allow for more robust

17   estimates for the potential for oil and natural gas

18   development in this area.

19             Generating new data is very important for the

20   Atlantic OCS, given the current estimates are based on

21   decades-old data and have not benefited from the

22   technological advances in seismic surveying and

23   computer modeling used by the industry today.

24             Although it's difficult to accurately

25   estimate the amount of resources without the benefit of
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 1   drilling, current estimates are likely to be

 2   conservative, given that the history has shown active

 3   exploration and development often leads to increased

 4   resource estimates.

 5             However, the belief that moving forward with

 6   this decision can quickly lead to filling the

 7   information gap that we need in potential oil and gas

 8   resources is misguided.  This gesture falls short in

 9   initiating forward-thinking and comprehensive energy

10   policy.

11             In fact, the data-collection activities

12   envisioned by the Administration will not likely happen

13   unless companies are convinced the prospects for

14   leasing in the Atlantic OCS in the near future are

15   real.  As we all know, the current OCS policy does not

16   allow for lease sale for Virginia or the Atlantic until

17   2017 at the earliest.

18             It is important to remember that the

19   government does not generate this data.  As you

20   mentioned, seismic companies do.  And they generally do

21   this on a speculative basis.  They hope to sell the

22   data to operators who are looking to purchase lease

23   sales in an area or in lease areas.  Since there is no

24   lease sales scheduled in the Atlantic and thus no

25   potential customers, seismic companies have little
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 1   incentive to gather new data.

 2             Also, it's noticed that the North Atlantic

 3   planning area is not included in this plan.  That's

 4   another step that should be followed because wherever

 5   seismic work will occur, marine exploration is

 6   carefully regulated by the Federal Government and

 7   managed by the operator to avoid impacting marine

 8   mammals.  Current regulations require that trained

 9   marine mammal observers are onboard to watch for

10   mammals.  When starting a seismic survey, operators use

11   a ramp-up procedure to gradually increase the sound

12   level being produced, which allows animals to leave the

13   area if the sound is uncomfortable.  Also, operations

14   stop if a marine mammal enters an "exclusion zone"

15   around the operation and not restarted until the zone

16   is all clear for at least 30 minutes.

17             Considering economic benefits, we can create

18   more jobs and generate more revenue if allowed to

19   responsibly develop and produce here in the United

20   States more of the oil and natural gas we all need.

21             The more development, especially on public

22   and federally controlled waters, requires that industry

23   and government share a vision of the potential benefits

24   and act as partners to fully realize them.

25             While Atlantic OCS leasing and development
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 1   would help the nation and its economy, it would also

 2   have a significant positive effect on Virginia's

 3   economy.  It would bring much needed jobs in a variety

 4   of industries.  According to a recent Wood Mackenzie

 5   study, opening up the Atlantic offshore study areas

 6   that are currently unavailable could bring over

 7   thirteen thousand jobs to Virginia.

 8             We are not talking about jobs directly

 9   associated with oil and natural gas development, but

10   the jobs created indirectly by those companies that

11   supply equipment and other support services, both

12   onshore and offshore.

13             In addition, offshore development can

14   generate much needed revenue for critical services,

15   including roads, environmental conservation and

16   education.  According to a Wood Mackenzie study, $1.9

17   billion in revenue could be generated for the

18   Commonwealth of Virginia from 2012 to 2030 if offshore

19   development were allowed to take place in areas

20   currently off-limits from development.

21             We appreciated the opportunity to comment on

22   this PEIS for geological and geophysical studies in the

23   Atlantic.  The oil and natural gas industry stands

24   ready to invest in safe exploration and the development

25   of the OCS should Administration policies change to

�

0037

 1   take full advantage of all the opportunities that are

 2   present.  Thank you.

 3             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Thank you.  Barry DuVal.

 4             MR. DUVAL:  Thank you, Mr. Director and

 5   members of the Administration.  Thank you for being

 6   here today.  I am Barry DuVal.  I am President and CEO

 7   of the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce.  I

 8   appreciate the process of public hearing and public

 9   input.  I served six years as Mayor of Newport News and

10   also four years as Secretary of Commerce and Trade for

11   the Commonwealth of Virginia and have a sense of both

12   the value of our ecosystem as well as the impact it has

13   on our commerce within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

14             I am here today as President and CEO of

15   Virginia State Chamber of Commerce which has over

16   thirteen thousand businesses.  We represent over one

17   million employees in Virginia, and I am here today to

18   encourage you to move this process along in the most

19   expeditious path as possible.

20             We believe at the Virginia State Chamber that

21   all the above both espoused by our governor currently,

22   Governor McDonnell, as well as President Obama is a

23   compatible path to go down.  We believe that offshore

24   wind energy as well as oil and gas include all of the

25   above.
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 1             The Virginia business community sees that

 2   there is great potential for economic benefit for the

 3   private sector, but we also believe there is

 4   opportunity for revenues for state and Federal

 5   Government.  And equally importantly, we believe that

 6   we have proven in other places in the world that you

 7   can explore for oil and gas as well as produce them in

 8   an environmentally sound and economically sound

 9   fashion.

10             So I want to encourage you on behalf of the

11   business community of Virginia to take steps forward

12   that will allow this process to move in an expeditious

13   fashion.  Look at the national implications of the

14   decisions that are made.  It seems to me that we are

15   somewhat at a crossroads in America.  We can kind of

16   continue to bring energy in from other parts of the

17   world that are less friendly towards us or we can look

18   at our own domestic resources and realize that with the

19   proper environmental controls, we can find ourselves on

20   a path to energy independence.

21             So I encourage this process to move forward.

22   Clearly without the data we won't be able to implement

23   the actual work, but I want to thank you, the Director,

24   and thank you those who are here for the public hearing

25   as part of this process.  I understand the value of
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 1   what you're doing and we hope that the results of your

 2   study will allow us to take the next step in exploring

 3   this offshore energy resource.

 4             Thank you for allowing me to speak today.

 5             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Thank you.  Deborah Murray.

 6             MS. MURRAY:  Good afternoon.  My name is

 7   Deborah Murray.  Thank you for the opportunity to

 8   speak.  I am an attorney with the Southern

 9   Environmental Law Center based in Charlottesville,

10   Virginia.

11             The Southern Environmental Law Center is a

12   regional organization, and we've worked for more than

13   twenty-five years to protect the coastal resources in

14   Virginia, the Carolinas, Georgia and Alabama.

15             We are opposed to the Administration's plans

16   to allow for seismic exploration for oil and gas

17   because of the environmental harm, the harm to marine

18   animals as well as the potential threats to our

19   fisheries and coastal economies.

20             The potential risks are tremendous.  As just

21   one example, the airguns that release blasts of

22   compressed air every ten seconds for days, weeks and

23   even months on end, the noise that's generated is

24   extremely loud.  Imagine living next-door to a site

25   where dynamite blasts occur every few seconds.  And
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 1   this noise can mask whale calls over thousands of miles

 2   interfering with their ability to communicate with one

 3   another and to breed, and in some cases forcing these

 4   whales to abandon their habitat over areas as large as

 5   a hundred thousand square miles.

 6             In closer proximity, the airgun blasts can

 7   cause injury, death, loss of hearing to mammals and

 8   other animals that depend on sound.  The Northern Right

 9   Whale is especially vulnerable.  As pointed out in the

10   slides, it calves off of the coast of Georgia and

11   Florida and migrates up and down the Atlantic coast.

12   This species is virtually -- it is right on the brink

13   of extinction with only some 300 to 400 individuals

14   remaining.

15             The seismic surveys can also threaten our

16   fisheries.  Studies have shown and in fact it has been

17   shown that the use of these airguns can displace

18   commercial fish over vast expanses as well, over

19   thousands of square kilometers.  This is important not

20   only for the fish but also for our coastal economies.

21             In just Virginia alone, the commercial sales

22   of fish amounts to more than $1.7 billion and for

23   recreational sales in Virginia annually over

24   $580 million.  And the commercial sales support more

25   than 24,000 jobs.  We are opposed to the
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 1   Administration's plans to allow for seismic exploration

 2   not only because of these environmental threats and

 3   others but also because it is a first step toward

 4   allowing oil and gas exploration which we oppose.

 5             Instead, we would urge the Administration to

 6   abandon these plans and instead to redirect and focus

 7   its efforts on continuing to expand fuel efficiency

 8   standards, to improve efficiency of cars, reduce the

 9   demand for oil and save consumers money and to also

10   develop alternative renewable energy sources.

11             We cannot drill our way to lower gas prices.

12   The information from the energy information agency

13   shows that even if we were to fully develop all the

14   recoverable oil reserves anywhere off our coast in this

15   entire country, it would only lead to a lowering of gas

16   prices at the pump of three cents, and that itself

17   would take over twenty years.

18             So in closing, I want to thank you for the

19   opportunity and we urge the Administration to adopt

20   Alternative C.  Thank you.

21             (Clapping)

22             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Catherine Molina.

23             MS. MOLINA:  Thank you for the opportunity to

24   comment.  My name is Cathy Molina.  I am an associate

25   attorney with the Southern Environmental Law Center in
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 1   Charlottesville, Virginia.  As my colleague, Deborah

 2   Murray, just stated, SELC is opposed seismic activities

 3   in the Mid- and South Atlantic.

 4             To offer a regional perspective for my

 5   colleague's comments, in four coastal states of the

 6   South Atlantic; Virginia, North Carolina, South

 7   Carolina and Georgia, more than 36,000 jobs are

 8   supported by the seafood industry and more than 29,000

 9   jobs are supported by the recreational fishing

10   industry.  Together these two industries which depend

11   on healthy fisheries and coastal environments generate

12   more than $6.5 billion in sales annually.  Seismic

13   exploration would jeopardize the regional economy if

14   these resources are harmed.

15             In addition to adverse effects on fisheries,

16   noise from seismic surveying can also harm sea turtles,

17   and additional vessel traffic presents an increased

18   risk of shipwrecks.  Species of sea turtles that live

19   and migrate through the Atlantic include a number that

20   are listed as federally endangered including the

21   loggerhead and leatherback sea turtles.  These animals

22   respond negatively to noise and there is concern that

23   intense noise may drive them and other species to the

24   surface where they are more vulnerable to the hazards

25   of ship strikes, predators and fishing.
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 1             Further, because of their swimming habits and

 2   the amount of time they spend underwater, sea turtles

 3   would be exposed to the highest levels of sound.  These

 4   harms and the harms outlined by my colleague in her

 5   earlier comments show that the Administration should

 6   keep dangerous oil and gas exploration off of our

 7   coasts and look instead to clean renewable energy

 8   sources such as offshore wind.

 9             Thank you again for the opportunity to speak.

10             (Clapping)

11             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Georgia Saunders.

12             MS. SAUNDERS:  Good afternoon.  I am a

13   concerned citizen.  I live in Virginia Beach and I am

14   very much opposed to this seismic exploration and

15   drilling off of our coast.  I hear from my friends in

16   the Gulf of Mexico every single day of shrimp caught --

17   catches of shrimp with no eyes, fish with lesions,

18   bleeding lesions, dolphins sick from a mysterious

19   disease that no one seems to know the cause of even

20   though they dumped all that toxic chemicals into the

21   water, fishermen who no longer have a livelihood and

22   are still battling to get their money just so they can

23   pay for their house, so they can feed their families.

24   Is that what you want to happen here in Virginia?

25             I am always proud when I talk and I say,
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 1   well, that's never going to happen in Virginia.  We

 2   love our waters too much.  We love our coastline too

 3   much.  We are not going to let that happen, especially

 4   not for greedy corporate profits.  That's all I have to

 5   say.  Thank you.

 6             (Clapping)

 7             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Mike Brown.

 8             MR. BROWN:  Good afternoon.  My name is Mike

 9   Brown.  I am here representing the Southeast Energy

10   Alliance which is the southeastern chapter of Consumer

11   Energy Alliance.  CEA is a nonpartisan nonprofit group

12   dedicated to expanding the dialogue between the energy

13   and consuming sectors to ensure balanced national

14   energy policy.  I am pleased to be here and I thank you

15   for your time today.

16             Considering that more than thirty years have

17   passed since the last estimates of Atlantic OCS energy

18   resources were completed, we must allow for seismic

19   studies to be conducted in a environmentally friendly

20   manner so that proper resource assessments can be made

21   to support future lease sales.

22             With the availability of newer and better

23   seismic exploration technologies, it is likely current

24   estimates of oil and natural gas resources in the

25   Atlantic will change.  New technology will allow for
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 1   the development of resources that were previously

 2   thought unrecoverable as well as finding new locations.

 3             In fact, further exploration has led to

 4   increased resource estimates in parts of offshore

 5   Alaska and the Gulf of Mexico where oil estimates

 6   increased by four hundred percent and natural gas

 7   estimates doubled between '95 and 2003.  Quite simply,

 8   there is much for us to learn about the energy

 9   resources contained within the Atlantic waters and we

10   must begin that process now.

11             We must recognize the tremendous economic

12   impact and opportunity that safe and responsible

13   offshore energy exploration presents to the citizens of

14   individual states and the nation at large.

15             According to a 2010 report from the Southeast

16   Energy Alliance, oil and gas development off Virginia

17   could add approximately 365 in gross domestic product

18   annually, generate almost $19.5 billion in revenue for

19   federal, state and local governments and create about

20   1900 jobs in the Commonwealth.

21             Bipartisan leadership within the Commonwealth

22   overwhelmingly supports exploration and development of

23   its offshore energy resources.  Virginia understands

24   well the value that offshore energy production can add

25   to the state's economy and energy security.  In
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 1   addition, our policymakers have thoroughly considered

 2   the steps necessary to ensure any further development

 3   does not impede with military operations in the area.

 4             In conclusion, CEA feels that with the

 5   appropriate mitigation measures, seismic surveys can be

 6   undertaken with little or no impact to marine life.  As

 7   such, we hope that the process surrounding the

 8   development of the PEIS moves forward expeditiously so

 9   this essential data can be available as soon as

10   possible to support future resales and ensure

11   development of the Atlantic proceeds.

12             The Southeast Energy Alliance thanks the

13   Bureau for its work and effort on this process, and I

14   thank for your time.

15             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Susanne Bell.

16             MS. BELL:  Hi, I thank you for allowing me to

17   be here to speak today.  I am Susanne Bell, and I am

18   actually a member of the Sierra Club.  I am a member

19   activist, a long time resident previously of

20   Chesapeake, Virginia and involved in local politics

21   where I was assigned to be on the Mayor's Task Force

22   for the Planning Commission Comprehensive Plan for the

23   South Military Reinvestment Project.

24             Now, I am here as a citizen today and a

25   member activist of the Sierra Club.  I am here to stand
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 1   up for the voiceless that cannot speak.  I am against

 2   the seismic survey which is intended to reveal

 3   locations of oil and gas deposits below our Virginia

 4   Beach shores.  I recently moved back to Virginia Beach

 5   where I grew up because of the beautiful shores,

 6   because I have family in the area, all of us enjoy the

 7   oceanfront.

 8             I realize this is the first step of the

 9   offshore drilling which I am against only because of

10   the impact that it will have on our environment, and I

11   know that you-all have done a lot of research and you

12   spent a whole year on this project, and I think that

13   the way of the future is the alternative fuels.

14             I think the way of the future is, as you can

15   see, it's being picked up everywhere.  I mean, there is

16   no reason why you couldn't have invested all this

17   year's time in talking to our military, which we have

18   so much of here that would work with you on getting the

19   beautiful offshore wind mills which would provide us

20   with the energy that we need which is clean energy.

21             The endangered Right Whale, there are only

22   400 in the world, they would be affected.  The

23   environmental impact of this would be huge on our

24   marine life.  This would affect their breeding.  The

25   airgun testing could affect their hearing, their
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 1   central nervous system which has not been investigated.

 2             The only way this would not affect the fish,

 3   even if you are doing it, you know, if it's a vessel

 4   coming through would be different.  I mean, if you are

 5   slowing it down on vessel time, you know, you are

 6   slowing it down, as you said, the vessel time.  If all

 7   of our fish had earmuffs, you know.  The central

 8   nervous system, it would effect and impact life as we

 9   know it would be changed for these poor sea creatures.

10             All by the hand of man.  Now, how can you

11   harm the innocent wildlife and fishing which would

12   effect direct tourism in Virginia Beach which is big

13   revenue, big big revenue for the city of Virginia

14   Beach?  We cannot afford another oil disaster on any of

15   our coasts at all.

16             I could not imagine the heart break of the

17   lives lost of the innocent, the ones without a voice,

18   the voiceless.  The ones that are held accountable by

19   God, we realize something has to be done.  Clean

20   sources are, you know, we know are all available.  We

21   all would support the wind energy, the offshore wind

22   development.  Harmful studies aren't needed for this.

23   This is the way of our future and our children's future

24   to save our mother earth.  That's all I have to say.

25   Thank you.
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 1             (Clapping)

 2             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Bob Matthias.

 3             THE WITNESS:  Ladies and gentlemen, thanks

 4   for allowing me to speak today.  I am Bob Matthias with

 5   the city of Virginia Beach.  The city of Virginia Beach

 6   has committed to energy development off the coast of

 7   Virginia.  We, therefore, are completely in support of

 8   the proposed geological and geophysical studies are

 9   needed before either offshore wind energy can take

10   place or offshore oil and gas development can move

11   forward.

12             The city has been a leader of the development

13   of wind energy off the coast of Virginia.  In 2009

14   Mayor Will Sessoms started an Alternative Energy Task

15   Force which provided a report to Council last year.

16   Although it addresses much issues, the report as

17   adopted by Council strongly supports the development of

18   offshore wind energy and offshore oil and gas

19   development.

20             Several examples exist in the City's

21   leadership in developing offshore wind energy.  The

22   City is a founder of the Virginia Offshore Wind

23   Coalition or VOW.  We have a City staffer who is a

24   gubernatorial appointee to the Virginia Offshore Wind

25   Development Authority, and the City provided five
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 1   hundred thousand dollars for an engineering study to

 2   analyze the sensibility of constructing a

 3   meteorological tower on the Chesapeake Light Tower to

 4   investigate the feasibility of that location providing

 5   market quality studies on wind development off the

 6   coast of Virginia Beach.

 7             We believe large scale wind development can

 8   happen off the coast with little to no environmental

 9   impact.  In fact, when visiting the Chesapeake Light

10   Tower multiple times as we pursued that site as a

11   meteorological tower, we noticed an almost complete

12   absence of any evidence of large scale bird activity.

13             And as for offshore oil and gas development,

14   it will take place close to 50 miles off the coast of

15   Virginia Beach, at least by 2020, the Council when

16   adopting the Alternative Energy Task Force Report added

17   a caveat, that it should be done to the safest extent

18   possible and have no detrimental effect on the

19   operations of the United States Department of Defense,

20   National Aeronautics and Space Administration or

21   Wallops Island, which hopes to develop a growing space

22   exploration and launch site.

23             I will also add we are also very interested

24   in minerals.  We put a lot of sand in our beach over

25   the years, and we actually have quite a bit of
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 1   information that we've gathered between the Corps and

 2   Virginia Institute Marine Science.  We would be happy

 3   to share with you on mineral resources, primarily sand

 4   within five miles of the coast.

 5             Again, thank you for the opportunity to

 6   testify today.  I will provide you with a copy of the

 7   resolution adopted by Council supporting Mayor Sessoms'

 8   Alternative Energy Task Force Report.  Thank you.

 9             (Clapping)

10             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Bryan Pennington.

11             MR. PENNINGTON:  Good afternoon.  I am Bryan

12   Pennington, Director of the Inner Government Relations

13   for the City of Norfolk, and on behalf of Norfolk City

14   Council, I would like to welcome you to our fair city

15   and we appreciate having the opportunity to host you in

16   this important occasion.

17             We understand that there has not been any

18   geological or geophysical studies off the coast of

19   Virginia since the 1970s.  And we feel it makes a lot

20   of sense to better understand what resources may

21   actually be available.  Technology has greatly improved

22   since the 1970s, as we feel we might not have all of

23   the most accurate facts about what is contemplated out

24   on the shoreline.

25             We believe informed decisions are best
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 1   decisions so Norfolk supports the proposed geological

 2   and geophysical studies contemplated in the referenced

 3   program in the EIS.  Norfolk also continues to support

 4   responsible environmental stewardship.  Thank you.

 5             (Clapping)

 6             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Shiela Rybak.

 7             MS. RYBAK:  My name is Shiela Rybak, and I

 8   live in Virginia Beach.  Thank you for giving me this

 9   opportunity to express my concerns.  All I would like

10   to say is no, no, no to seismic exploration off our

11   coasts and yes, yes, yes to renewable sources of

12   energy.  We have the wind.  We have the sun.

13             The environmental impact on our sea mammals

14   would be incredible.  It is very fine to say we make

15   sure the whales are out of the way and we make sure

16   there is nothing in the area.  That's kind of a joke.

17   How do you make sure when you are fifty miles off the

18   coast that there is not sea mammals in the area?

19             I believe this whole thing is about money and

20   power, and the most sensible thing we should do is look

21   into wind and solar.  Have we learned nothing from the

22   Valdez Exxon spill and the BP debacle?  That was

23   supposed to be so safe.  They knew there were problems

24   with it and they did nothing, and people are

25   devastated.  The oceans are devastated.  The mammals
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 1   are devastated, and I have no title.

 2             I am just one of the general public.  I am a

 3   caring consumer.  I care very much for the marine

 4   mammals and the tragedy they have to suffer from our

 5   greed.

 6             What we need to do more than anything is we

 7   need to learn to conserve more.  If everybody did their

 8   part just a little bit, save, think about how much

 9   gasoline you are burning when you are just going around

10   the corner to get a bottle of milk.  Just think how

11   much water you are running down the drain.

12             Every choice you make of every day effects

13   some other living creature on this earth, and it is up

14   to us to start caring more and using less.

15             If every one of us had to go to Europe which

16   I wish we could, England is my home.  They pay eight to

17   nine dollars a gallon of gasoline.  I hope and pray

18   that we will eventually get to have to pay that much

19   because that will get the tremendous vehicles off the

20   road, the SUVs, the massive un-energy efficient

21   automobiles.  The whole thing is we have to care that

22   we share this planet with every other living creature

23   that would like to live here in peace.

24             I also am a voice for the voiceless, and I

25   care very much and it just absolutely devastates me

�

0054

 1   that we can only think about money and power and greed.

 2   Thank you so very much.

 3             (Clapping)

 4             MR. BERGSTEDT:  James Barton.

 5             MR. BARTON:  Hello.  My name is James Barton,

 6   and I am an internationally recognized expert on sea

 7   dump munitions.  In this capacity in the United States,

 8   I have addressed the presidential commission, a

 9   Congressional oversight committee hearing and federal

10   court case.

11             I have prepared a brief one-page position

12   paper that I think would be of interest to you and many

13   of the people in the room.  The title of that is The

14   Need to Establish Threat Mitigation Protocols for

15   Offshore Natural Resource Development in Waters

16   Suspected to Contain Unexploded Munitions.

17             Responsible development of offshore natural

18   resources in waters fouled with unexploded munitions

19   can be accomplished but only if basic threat factors

20   are weighed at the planning stage.  We have the

21   technology and superior service providers available to

22   conduct such operations, and given proper guidance and

23   funding, the potential for adverse impacts of these

24   efforts can be greatly minimized.

25             I give you a little background.  The eastern
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 1   seaboard is littered with unexploded munitions from

 2   decades of industrial scale dumping and live fire

 3   exercises.  Everything in the arsenal has been posited

 4   off our shores.  In addition to heavy iron bombs and

 5   projectiles, there are thin cased chemical weapons, and

 6   aluminum bodied one ton bulk containers filled with

 7   liquid agent.  Residues from once liquid state agent

 8   can form more or less a solidified shoe at the bottom

 9   of individual munitions and bulk containers.

10             Threat one:  When chemical filled containers

11   are ruptured through the use of high powered seismic

12   technology, these shoes are also broken up, making them

13   more susceptible to disbursement across the seafloor.

14   This has already occurred in the Baltic Sea, where

15   solidified chunks of blister agent and white phosphorus

16   regularly wash ashore.  Beachcombers mistake these for

17   amber and pocket them.  Once the outer crust is brushed

18   away, they either get a blister agent burn or their

19   pants literally catch on fire.

20             The solution:  Conduct archival research to

21   locate the general position of major dump sites.  Use

22   more traditional and less destructive forms such as

23   wide area assessment such as magnetometer and side scan

24   sonar to pinpoint and investigate whether chemical

25   munitions are present.  Chart these locations and avoid
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 1   the use of seismic testing in these areas.

 2             Threat No. 2:  Unlike large scale munitions

 3   dumps, individual explosive filled iron bombs and

 4   projectiles deposited through live fire exercises can

 5   migrate great distances from where they first came in

 6   contact with the seafloor.  When these come into

 7   contact with man-made structures like platforms, cables

 8   or pipelines, two things are likely to occur.  The

 9   first is friction wear damage.  The second is

10   dissimilar metals in the munition and structure

11   combined to advance electrolytic activity which quickly

12   overwhelms the cathodic protection originally designed

13   for a clean seabed, thereby weakening the structure.

14             The solution:  In the North Sea where such

15   occurrences are common, inspection of these structures

16   performed using ROV or AUV technologies takes place

17   with greater frequency than in waters where unexploded

18   munitions are not present.  They also embrace

19   remediation strategy to remove these items and have

20   done so successfully on numerous occasions.  The cost

21   associated with these efforts are calculated at the

22   very beginning of the planning process.

23             And that's the extent of my prepared

24   statement.  But in lieu, in light of the fact that you

25   have mentioned that this is an ongoing effort and
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 1   lasted in the Arctic, I would also point out there are

 2   numerous radioactive wastes from the former Soviet

 3   Union in the Arctic.  We are talking dozens of reactors

 4   and hundreds if not thousands of tons of radioactive

 5   wastes in barrels and so forth.  So these materials as

 6   well can be damaged.

 7             And I have identified chemical weapon sites

 8   in the Aleutian Islands and other places in Alaska.  So

 9   for me as an expert, the question is where can I go

10   that I don't find munitions?  I estimate there is a

11   couple million tons in the Great Lakes.  I can point to

12   a ten mile spot in the Potomac River, a stones throw

13   from here, that has six to ten million munitions in

14   them.  So they are everywhere.

15             We have been living with them silently and

16   okay, no big deal, but until you start to looking at

17   what we could do to help disburse these things or right

18   now they are pretty much where they are set in their

19   ways.  But I personally don't want to see as a 20-year

20   resident of Norfolk and retired global bomb technician,

21   I don't want to send my family to the beach and have

22   their pants catch on fire.  We can avoid this with a

23   little care and forethought.  That's all I have to say.

24             (Clapping)

25             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Ellis James.
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 1             MR. JAMES:  Thank you.  My name is Ellis W.

 2   James.  Mr. Director, we welcome you and the panel to

 3   our wonderful city.  I guess it would be easy for Ellis

 4   James to say to you simply follow the science, follow

 5   the reports because you've got most of them in hand

 6   already.

 7             There is currently an effort underway to

 8   suggest that the data that was gathered 30 years ago

 9   approximately is not really accurate for the present.

10   I submit to you there has been no major significant

11   change, otherwise the energy companies and the oil and

12   gas companies would have come back to the table that

13   they walked away from 30 some years ago.

14             It would be simple to say the way you avoid a

15   spill is not to drill.  I'd like to pose a question for

16   you to seek an answer to in terms of not only

17   recognizing the terrible impacts on wildlife and sea

18   mammals that seismic testing will create and the

19   potential for devastating the city of Virginia Beaches

20   as well as the Southside Hampton Roads economy if there

21   is drilling and then there is an accident.  I guess you

22   have paid close attention to the fact that people in

23   the Gulf and businesses in the Gulf are having a lot of

24   trouble being able to get the money that they were

25   promised as reparations for what the accident caused.
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 1             Now, none of the proponents, with all due

 2   respect to them, have suggested how they are going to

 3   deal with the issue of fallout from a major accident.

 4   I'd like to call one other thing to your attention.

 5   Natural gas has suddenly gone from boom to a

 6   precipitous position on the cliff.  Natural gas has

 7   plummeted to about $2.08 and the experts and the

 8   analysts, think it's going to go as low as possibly a

 9   dollar.

10             What's the problem?  The problem is simple;

11   the United States has been bringing in all of this

12   natural gas, which after all when you drill for oil, we

13   get the natural gas, too, in most instances.  The

14   United States capacity for storing natural gas is about

15   to significantly run out.  Approximately within now to

16   the end of the year, our capacity for storing natural

17   gas is going to be done.

18             If that were to occur, everything that the

19   Administration hopes for and everything that the

20   industry hopes for in terms of freeing us from

21   dependence on others for our energy sources is going to

22   be up for grabs in my opinion.

23             We will see a strange site; LNG type ships

24   taking natural gas to other parts of the world because

25   our storage capacity, somebody forgot to double-check
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 1   what the influx of all of this natural gas is and

 2   results in.  Somebody forgot to double-check how it was

 3   going to be handled.

 4             I would certainly hope that BOEM would

 5   closely look at that issue because it has a lot to do

 6   with where we go and how we move forward.  It is

 7   obvious from the shirt that I proudly wear that I am

 8   very much opposed to the offshore drilling, and I say

 9   that to you with all due respect to my friends on the

10   other side of the issue.  We need to take a much better

11   significant look at what it is we are proposing to do

12   in the Mid-Atlantic.  We do not need to ruin our

13   Atlantic coast.  Thank you.

14             MR. BERGSTEDT:  We have several more people

15   signed up to speak but some important business has to

16   be taken care of and I would propose a five-minute

17   break and to reconvene.  We can then hear from the rest

18   of the people who have signed up to speak and anyone

19   else who would like to speak after that.  Five minutes,

20   please.

21             (Short recess taken at 2:34 after which the

22       proceedings continued at 2:44 p.m.)

23             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Ladies and gentlemen, if you

24   could please take your seats.  Tom.

25             MR. BENNETT:  Let me just mention Director
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 1   Beaudreau sends his apologies.  He was called away to

 2   speak at the Maritime Association group that is cross

 3   town here but he will be seeing all of the comments

 4   whether he is actually here to receive them or not and

 5   he appreciates everyone's participation.

 6             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Sam Schwartz

 7             MR. SCHWARTZ:  Thank you.  I am representing

 8   Senator Mark Warner today.  The Senator apologizes that

 9   he couldn't be here but sent a letter.

10             I applaud the Bureau of Ocean Energy

11   Management for convening a series of public meetings on

12   the environmental impact of proposed geological and

13   geophysical activities in the Outer Continental Shelf

14   along the Mid- and South Atlantic coasts.  I am

15   particularly pleased that BOEM chose Norfolk as the

16   site for this meeting.  I think it is important that

17   the Hampton Roads community have the ability to speak

18   directly to federal officials and ask questions about

19   offshore resources, energy exploration and seismic

20   testing.

21             I believe one of the most important pieces of

22   information we can gain from this process of

23   exploration is to get a clear, detailed accounting how

24   much oil and gas is present in the Atlantic Outer

25   Continental Shelf areas.  Currently we are relying on
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 1   25-year-old data.  In order to make an informed

 2   cost-benefit analysis, we must have more information

 3   about the amount and type of hydrocarbon resources and

 4   any information on geological hazards.  I support the

 5   Bureau's attention to this because that is necessary to

 6   ensure safe, operations and environmental protections.

 7             I also urge the Administration to revise the

 8   map of the Mid-Atlantic OCS to actually reflect

 9   Virginia's resources as outlined in legislation that I

10   introduced along with Senator Jim Webb; the Virginia

11   Outer Continental Shelf Energy Production Act of 2011.

12   That legislation also provides for revenue sharing with

13   the Commonwealth of Virginia that would pay for

14   transportation infrastructure improvements as well as

15   land and water conservation as well as alternative

16   energy advancement.  Development of Virginia's OCS

17   resources with accompanying revenue sharing between the

18   federal and state governments will attract well-paying

19   jobs and boost much needed domestic energy production.

20             I look forward to working with the Bureau to

21   ensure Virginia's resources are developed in an

22   environmentally sound and safe manner, including a fair

23   distribution of revenues between the federal and state

24   governments.

25             Sincerely, Mark R. Warner, United States
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 1   Senator.

 2             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Thank you.

 3             Shannon Kindrick.

 4             MS. KINDRICK:  Good afternoon everyone.  I am

 5   Shannon Kindrick, District Director for Congressman

 6   Scott Rigell.  Thank you for the opportunity for

 7   hearing the voices of the citizens.  The Congressman

 8   represents the entire Atlantic seaboard and state of

 9   Virginia, and we are well aware of the risks that are

10   imposed and the concerns mentioned by the citizens, but

11   we also think it's important to learn the opportunities

12   that exist with this exploration.

13             So with that said, I would like to share this

14   letter from Congressman Scott Rigell addressed to the

15   Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Department of

16   the Interior.

17             Dear Secretary Salazar, I appreciate the

18   opportunity to participate in the public comment

19   process on the Administration's Draft Programmatic

20   Environmental Impact Statement for Mid-Atlantic energy

21   development.  While I am encouraged that the

22   Administration is giving consideration to the vast

23   energy potential waiting to be developed off our

24   shores, I am disappointed in the slow, tedious and

25   dismissive approach that has been taken thus far.
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 1             Leaving Virginia's Lease Sale 220 out of the

 2   212 -- sorry, 2012-2017 five-year Outer Continental

 3   Shelf (OCS) energy plan was a clear indicator that this

 4   Administration has no intention of seeing offshore

 5   energy production in the Mid-Atlantic region any time

 6   soon.

 7             I welcome the opportunity for seismic studies

 8   to supplement our understanding of the offshore energy

 9   resources, but I do not see a legitimate market for

10   that data when there is no plan to allow the energy

11   potential to be developed.  Energy producers will only

12   be willing to purchase the data when there is a clear

13   evidence that -- I'm sorry, when there is clear

14   evidence they will be able to recover their investments

15   by harvesting the energy resource.

16             The ban on coastal energy is a ban on jobs

17   and a ban on the revenue we need so Virginia can have

18   healthy schools, healthy children, and better roads.

19   This is why I introduced the Mid-Atlantic Energy and

20   Jobs Act of 2012 (HR3882) to open in a environmentally

21   responsible way the OCS off the coast of Virginia for

22   energy development.  The legislation would help move

23   America away from its dangerous reliance on foreign oil

24   and create an estimated 18,000 direct and indirect

25   local jobs.
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 1             This is not the time for another

 2   government-funded study.  It's time to unleash the

 3   greatest economic engine the world has ever known - the

 4   American entrepreneur - to create jobs, cut our

 5   dangerous reliance on foreign energy and grow the

 6   economy.

 7             Yours in Freedom, Scott Rigell, Member of

 8   Congress.

 9             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Sally McNeilan.

10             MS. MCNEILAN:  Thank you.  I am a member of

11   the Virginia Offshore Wind Coalition Executive

12   Committee and I am an employee of Food Grow.  The G&G

13   studies you are proposing are extremely important for

14   the development of energy, both the renewable and

15   conventional, but more importantly, we have no idea of

16   what is off our coast.

17             We have this huge area.  It is a frontier

18   area.  There is very limited knowledge and it is only

19   spotty, and we don't know what's out there.  A few

20   years ago off of Florida, there was a -- Woods Hole

21   discovered several tracks of white coral.  No one knew

22   they were there.  We don't know what's out there.  We

23   may discover things out there when we are doing these

24   studies.

25             Yes, we will be investigating one to two
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 1   hundred meters.  That is important for both resources,

 2   for foundation designs and that sort of thing, but we

 3   will also be discovering what is there.  And if what is

 4   there is things that should be protected, then you will

 5   have the opportunity to make another Pennekamp or

 6   something like that and protect areas that need to be

 7   protected and allow development where there are the

 8   resources.  This is extremely important.  These are our

 9   national resources and we need to obtain this

10   information in a responsible manner.

11             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Christine Morbach.

12             MS. MORGAN:  Christine Morgan.

13             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Morgan, excuse me.

14             MS. MORGAN:  My name is Christine Morgan.  I

15   am here as a citizen, resident of Virginia Beach and

16   small business owner.  I know that Senator Wagner said

17   that a vote against a study is a vote for ignorance.

18   In most cases I would agree with that, but in some

19   cases it might actually be a vote against unneeded

20   spending and unneeded effort.

21             I am opposed to the seismic testing that is

22   being proposed right now.  This is the third time I

23   have been here to a hearing on this subject so I will

24   say it again.  We do not want this seismic testing

25   because we do not want drilling in any way, shape or
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 1   form. (Clapping)

 2             Contrary to what you have been hearing from

 3   our elected officials, most residents of Virginia Beach

 4   do not want this activity.  And the last I heard, the

 5   Navy and Nassau, and even my own mayor, last I heard,

 6   he didn't want it either.  So I guess I am operating on

 7   old information here.

 8             Seismic testing is dangerous.  It's

 9   disruptive to marine life.  We have already heard a lot

10   about it, and I am sure as you know, Mr. Beaudreau, as

11   a geologist, there is also the question no one brought

12   up of that the seismic testing is so intense it

13   actually could trigger a submarine landslide.  I have

14   been reading a little bit about that studies, earlier

15   studies.  Have found cracks in the continental shelf

16   off the coast of Maryland and there already has been an

17   event of that nature resulting in, you know, a small

18   tsunami, but nevertheless, it's something to consider.

19             Drilling is dangerous.  It's dangerous

20   business.  It's not going help Virginia in the least.

21   It is also in my opinion completely unnecessary.  The

22   oil and gas industry already have leases that they

23   aren't even using yet.  And again, you know, I admire

24   President Obama for putting a hold on things.

25             I know that Mr. Domenech wondered what the
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 1   difference was between two years ago and now, but

 2   apparently he forgot about the deepwater incident which

 3   we are still seeing the effects of.

 4             I just don't believe for one minute that oil

 5   drilling can be done safely.  I think -- I'm sorry,

 6   obviously I am not a public speaker but I really feel

 7   strongly about this.  Accidents are a given.  It's a

 8   dirty business.  It threatens our tourism industry,

 9   jeopardizes our already healthy economy.  It interferes

10   with a promising wind-generation industry, and it puts

11   at great great risk everything that makes our area

12   unique.

13             I am an optimist, and I believe that our

14   elected officials are trying to work for our greater

15   good, therefore I cannot fathom why they are so willing

16   to freely give away our most precious resource.

17   Please, let's leave Virginia alone.  Thank you.

18             (Clapping)

19             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Barbara Suruga.

20             AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I am speaking on behalf of

21   Ms. Suruga who had to leave early.  Ms. Suruga says:  I

22   vote in Virginia Beach.  Two years ago this summer

23   after the BP blowout, I was walking on our beach at

24   89th Street.  Along with seashells I found a bottle

25   cap, an oil encrusted bottle cap.  It must have made
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 1   its way from the BP Horizon oil well disaster.  Its

 2   impact was felt even here.  BP is still not capable of

 3   cleaning up its mess.

 4             If you Google oil spills, you will see that

 5   they are worldwide and continual, continual meaning

 6   that there are lines that continue to leak copious

 7   amounts of oil into the environment.  I vote no to

 8   drilling.  I vote no to oil, gas and coal, all dirty,

 9   dangerous and non-renewable as well as fracking energy.

10   I vote yes to wind, solar, tidal and all clean, safe,

11   renewable energy sources.

12             I encourage everyone to watch the documentary

13   Thrive online.  Thank you for your time.  God bless

14   America and its Democratic process.  Thank you.

15   (Clapping)

16             MR. BERGSTEDT:  That concludes the list of

17   people who signed up to speak before the meeting.  Is

18   there anyone else who would like to make a comment

19   while we are still in session?  Yes, sir.  Come up to

20   the microphone, please, and say your name and please

21   spell it for the court reporter.

22             MR. GAGNON:  My name is Chuck Gagnon.  I am

23   referenced in the EIS should we miss the spelling.  One

24   of you gentleman mentioned PAM, Passive Acoustic

25   Monitoring.  It's what I have been doing for 40 years.
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 1             And in areas of the world, I have watched one

 2   or two seismic profiler ships grow to thirteen or

 3   fourteen.  I have watched surveys go from the 1970s and

 4   they still continue in the 2010s.  These surveys once

 5   they start, they don't stop.  One of the elements are

 6   the fourth dimension.  You have a 2D, 3D, and fourth

 7   dimension is time.  So we repeatedly go out and

 8   resurvey the same area over and over again and add

 9   noise.  It's quite a sneaky process.

10             Just in the last few days, I pulled up a

11   bottom mounted hydrophone, and I was monitoring a

12   profiler vessel off of Brazil from over 2,000 miles

13   away.  And I am sure I am correct, I know exactly where

14   the ship was, what the ship's name is, et cetera.  This

15   sound travels a considerable distance on a horizontal

16   plain.  You will look at the studies and they will talk

17   about 30 miles out or 40 miles out, and the models

18   don't reflect what really happens in the ocean.  So the

19   sound doesn't just go straight down.  It spreads out

20   significantly.

21             And it impacts up into the hundreds of hertz.

22   It's not just down in the tens or 30 hertz region where

23   the industry will tell you the bulk of the noise is.

24   It does spread up, if you are close enough, in the

25   thousands of hertz.
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 1             So I am opposed to putting this type of noise

 2   because I believe it will not be a one-time thing given

 3   that if we find anything out there and given our thirst

 4   for hydrocarbons and our stand-off from the green side

 5   of business to where we are not pursuing the currents

 6   and solar and wind energies because of lobbying, et

 7   cetera, I stand against it having watched it for 40

 8   years, watched what the ocean noise level does.

 9             And what I do is I track whales.  That's what

10   I do for a business.  So I know a lot about whether

11   they react or not and all that, but as a citizen of

12   Virginia Beach, retired Navy squid type guy, I am

13   opposed to putting all this noise off the coast.

14             You stand here and you look out into the

15   ocean, you will see a vessel and you will not know

16   what's going on.  You will not realize how intense that

17   noise is.  It's quite significant.  I will gladly

18   provide you with a DVD of it up close and personal and

19   you will hear that thump and all the echoes and all the

20   paths that come back to you as a receiver, and it's

21   quite significant.  Thanks very much.

22             (Clapping)

23             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Yes, sir.

24             MR. STANTON:  Good afternoon.  My name is

25   Charles Stanton.  I am the Regional Representative for
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 1   Senator Jim Webb.  I want to welcome Director Beaudreau

 2   and the rest of the staff to Hampton Roads.

 3             But for informational purposes, I wanted to

 4   let everybody know the Senator is going to be issuing

 5   comments for the record that will be coming from the

 6   Washington office directly so I just wanted to let you

 7   know that he will have some input on this issue as

 8   well.  Thank you much.

 9             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Yes, sir.

10             MR. FLEMMING:  Thank you.  I apologize for

11   not having anything written.  My name is Bill Flemming.

12   I am a Virginia Beach resident.  My background is I

13   have a Ph.D. in physics, although it's not anything

14   related to geology.

15             I have a friend who was involved in the

16   earlier studies by the oil companies up and down the

17   east coast.  He was involved in the research to see if

18   there was any evidence of oil off the east coast.

19             He was a research geologist.  And I happened

20   in February to have lunch in Houston, Texas with a

21   geophysicist who happened to also be involved in oil

22   exploration in another part of the country.  Both of

23   them said there is no evidence of any oil of any

24   appreciable amount.  Therefore, the studies that are

25   being proposed I expect will provide additional perhaps
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 1   more detailed evidence that there isn't anything out

 2   there of economic significance to worry about.

 3             That said, a lot of data that was collected

 4   previously by the oil companies has been withheld.  The

 5   little bit that was released had some interesting

 6   information including the discovery of a meteor hit at

 7   the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay so I wanted to speak as

 8   a scientist that any data that is collected from these

 9   studies should be made open and available to all the

10   universities so that research can be done using that

11   data.

12             In addition, it's been mentioned that there

13   is going to be the use of acoustic sensors, and there

14   is concern about the lives of whales and mammals either

15   by acoustics damage or boat strikes.

16             So I would like to propose that these

17   acoustic sensors be left in place or additional

18   measures be done to leave acoustic sensors in place so

19   that it's easier to track the migration of Right

20   whales, other whales, other mammals and large schools

21   of fish such as tuna and herring so that we have a

22   better idea of where they are and are able to better

23   protect them.  Thank you.  I will post e-mail comments

24   later.

25             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Thank you, sir.  Is there
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 1   anyone else?  Yes, ma'am.

 2             MS. LANGSTON:  Yes.  Thank you for coming to

 3   our beautiful state of Virginia, especially Norfolk and

 4   Virginia Beach area.  My name is Diane Lee Langston.

 5   And I'd like to say that my family came here in the

 6   mid-1600s.  Therefore, I am a conservative.

 7             I want to conserve the beauty of Virginia

 8   including her glorious waters, therefore I stand in

 9   opposition to any seismic activity, and I stand in

10   support with previous speakers of your Alternative C.

11             Now, I worked for the United Nations

12   Development Program for more than 25 years.  My husband

13   is a environmental engineer.  We could have lived

14   anywhere in the world.  We could have retired anywhere

15   in the world but we came back to Norfolk because of the

16   beautiful history here and the beautiful seashore and

17   the beautiful waters.

18             We live on Lafayette River which is a back

19   water of Chesapeake Bay.  We enjoy the herring, the

20   ibis, the other, the doves, all of the waters around

21   us.  My mother used to crab in that river.  We are

22   working now with the City of Norfolk to restore the

23   pristine waters of the Lafayette River.  We think any

24   oil drilling especially would be unnecessary.

25             I recall that Sarah Palin when she was
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 1   governor of Alaska, she appeared on the Charlie Rose

 2   show about four years ago and she vociferously

 3   complained that the oil companies were not sufficiently

 4   using their leases in Alaska.  Therefore, as one of the

 5   previous speakers noted, there are many other avenues

 6   for these oil companies to use their current leases.

 7             Secondly, getting oil, if there is any oil

 8   off of the coast of Virginia, will not lead to our

 9   independence or security in energy because those oil

10   resources will be put on the global market and we will

11   have to again still compete with China and other

12   industrial countries including India for these oil

13   resources.

14             So we stand in support of mass transit, of

15   alternative energy uses, of wind mills and solar.  I

16   would love to be able to afford to put solar panels on

17   my house right now.  I have been wanting to put a wind

18   mill in my backyard if the city of Norfolk would

19   permit.

20             So please, please, think of the future of our

21   children here in Virginia and the seaboard of the east

22   coast.  And thank you so much for coming to our

23   beautiful state.

24             (Clapping)

25             MS. GLENN:  Hello.  My name is Becca Glenn,
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 1   B-e-c-c-a G-l-e-n-n.  I am a resident of Portsmouth and

 2   I also work for an ocean conservation group called

 3   Oceana, which has hundreds of volunteers, donors and

 4   e-activists right near Hampton Roads.

 5             I am strongly opposed to allowing airgun

 6   surveys off our coasts because of the harm that would

 7   be caused to the marine ecosystem.  These airguns are

 8   about the loudest sound humans make underwater short of

 9   explosives, and so loud that they are known to cause

10   behavioral changes, hearing loss, injury, and death in

11   marine mammals.  In fact, the Administration's own

12   estimates are that these surveys would injure up to

13   138,500 marine mammals.

14             While BOEM has included time/area closures in

15   Alternatives A and B, it is difficult to put area

16   limits on the impacts of airguns because the sound and

17   disruptions to marine life can travel through the water

18   for hundreds or thousands of miles.  Just one airgun

19   array in the North Atlantic caused endangered fin and

20   humpback whales to abandon habitat over an area of more

21   than 100,000 square files.

22             Airguns displace commercial species of fish

23   as far as thousands of square kilometers away which has

24   reduced catch rates of species like cod, haddock and

25   rockfish, and led fishermen in Norway and other parts
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 1   of the world to seek industry compensation for their

 2   losses.

 3             A number of people here today have mentioned

 4   that existing data is 25 years old, and there is a

 5   reason for this; because oil and gas is an old and

 6   outdated industry.  We have the option now to use

 7   newer, better, and cleaner technologies to bring energy

 8   and jobs to Virginia.  Countries in Europe and Asia are

 9   operating these modern energy generation sources like

10   offshore wind, in some cases for as many as 20 years.

11   It's long past time for us to catch up.

12             I urge you to adopt Alternative C which would

13   allow for less destructive renewable energy exploration

14   while excluding airgun surveys.  Thank you.

15             (Clapping)

16             MR. BERGSTEDT:  Anyone else?  Okay, if you

17   haven't seen the document yet, you have information on

18   where you can take a look at it to offer any comments

19   in writing that you wish to make.  And with that, I

20   would close the meeting.

21             (Thereupon, the proceedings concluded at 3:09

22       p.m.)

23

24
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