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dead or injured birds or bats found on vessels and the meteorological buoy during 
construction, operations, and decommissioning of the meteorological buoy.  Each report 
must contain the following information:  the name of species, date found, location, a 
picture to confirm species identity (if possible), and any other relevant information.  In 
addition to submitting the Annual Report, the Lessee must report carcasses with Federal 
or research bands to the U.S. Geological Survey Bird Band Laboratory within 30 
calendar days of discovery, using the following website:  
https://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/, or updated contact information as provided by the 
Lessor. 

 
4 CONDITIONS RELATING TO MARINE MAMMALS AND SEA TURTLES 
 
4.1  Prior to conducting activities pursuant to the SAP, the Lessee must hold a briefing to 

establish responsibilities of each involved party, define the chains of command, discuss 
communication procedures, provide an overview of monitoring procedures, and review 
operational procedures.  This briefing must include all relevant personnel, and crew 
members.  New personnel must be briefed as they join the work in progress. 

 
4.2  The Lessee must ensure that all vessel operators and crew members are familiar with, and 

understand, the requirements specified in these conditions. 
 
4.3 The Lessee must ensure that a copy of these conditions is made available on every project-

related vessel. 
 
4.4 Marine Debris Prevention.  The Lessee must ensure that vessel operators, employees, and 

contractors engaged in activities pursuant to the SAP are briefed on marine trash and 
debris awareness elimination as described in the Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement Notice to Lessee (NTL) No. 2015-G03 (“Marine Trash and Debris 
Awareness and Elimination”) or any NTL that supersedes this NTL, except that the 
Lessor will not require the Lessee, vessel operators, employees, and contractors to 
undergo formal training or post placards.  The Lessee must ensure that its employees and 
contractors are made aware of the environmental and socioeconomic impacts associated 
with marine trash and debris, and their responsibilities for ensuring that trash and debris 
are not intentionally or accidentally discharged into the marine environment.  The above-
referenced NTL provides information the Lessee may use for this awareness briefing. 

  
4.5 Requirements for Vessel Strike Avoidance.  The Lessee must ensure that all vessels 

conducting activities pursuant to the SAP, including those transiting to and from local 
ports and the lease area, comply with the vessel strike avoidance measures specified 
below except under extraordinary circumstances when complying with these 
requirements would put the safety of the vessel or crew at risk. 

 
4.5.1 The Lessee must ensure that vessel operators and crews maintain a vigilant watch for 

marine mammals and sea turtles, and slow down or stop their vessel to avoid striking 
protected species. 

 
4.5.2 The Lessee must ensure that vessels 19.8 meters (m) (65 feet [ft]) in length or greater 

that operate between November 1 through July 31 operate at speeds of 10 knots (18.5 
kilometers [km]/hour [hr]) or less.    

 
4.5.3 The Lessee must ensure that between November 1 and July 31, vessel operators 

monitor National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) North Atlantic Right Whale 






