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MR. M CHAEL HALLER  Good eveni ng,
everybody. W are going to begin tonight. M nanme is
M chael Haller, and I'mthe tribal and conmunity |iaison
for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent of the United
States Departnent of the Interior from our Anchorage and
Al aska Regi on

And so before | introduce ny boss, |I'd ask Nancy
Leavitt if she would be kind enough to offer a bl essing
for us tonight.
(I nvocation offered by Nancy Leavitt.)

MR. M CHAEL HALLER  Thank you, Nancy.
It's ny pleasure to introduce to you Dr. Janes Kendall who
Is the Regional Director for the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management. Jim

DR JAMES KENDALL: | think I don't need
this because I"'ma very |loud person. And | would nornally
say that | was a little disappointed that we don't have so
many peopl e here; however, | understand it's a very
speci al day. Barrow has gotten, what, three whal es today?

MR, JOE LEAVITT: Three whal es today.
Four so far. That's a bl essing.

DR JAMES KENDALL: That's an absol ute
blessing. And that's real inportant, so | don't mnd the

| i ght turnout, because that's an inportant thing for
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Barrow. And pl ease take congratul ati ons back to the
whal i ng captains. Thank you very much.

As M ke said, | amthe Regional D rector for BCEM
here in Alaska. First of all, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent, or BOEM is not an oil conpany. W are not
the State of Alaska. W are a federal agency that does
regul ati on and resource nmanagenent. So we try to be the
honest broker as best we can.

Toni ght we are going to have a public hearing on a
Draft Environnmental I|npact Statenent that we have recently
witten for a proposal we have gotten fromHi |l corp on
devel oping the Liberty area in the Beaufort Sea. You are
going to hear nore about that a little bit later.

But first 1'd like to introduce ny team because it's
just not nme that does the work. There is people that
really do a lot of work here.

And first of all, very inportant, Mary Vavrik. She
I's our court reporter. Since this is a hearing,
everything that's said Mary is going to type up so that we
can take it back with us and use that to prepare a better
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent. So please nmake sure she
can hear you, and state your nane beforehand.

Al so behind us we have got Lauren Boldrick. Lauren
works in ny office. And she is the project nanager for

BOEM So she follows all this and makes sure it huns.
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Mark Storzer. Mark Storzer is our regional supervisor for
envi ronnent. He oversees our environnental work,
I ncl udi ng our science.

Fran Mann. Fran Mann is over there. Now, Fran is
t he supervisor in charge of the people that actually wote
this draft docunment that's out today. Mke Haller you
already net, ny tribal and comunity liaison. He was the
first tribal and community |iaison for our bureau, so we
are very proud of Mke. He does a great job.

Now, there are extra people in the roomhere. One
t hing we have heard many tinmes when we cane to Barrow is
there are too many federal neetings and you peopl e keep
comi ng back, and it's night after night of neetings.

Well, what we did because we work with partners is we
brought sone of our partner agencies with us so that we
don't have to bother you all the tinme with so many
nmeet i ngs.

So fromthe EPA we've got Hanh Shaw and Erin
Seyfried. Were are you hiding? Right over there. They
are fromEPA. They are helping us do this docunent. W
have got Heat her Markway. Heather, she is fromthe U S
Arny Corps of Engineers that's also helping us to wite
t he docunent.

We have got Kevin Pendergast and Steve Pearson.

There is Steve and Kevin. They work for BSEE, the Bureau
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of Safety and Environmental Enforcenent. They are hel ping
to wite the docunent.

We al so have partners such as fromthe State as well
as the North Sl ope Borough, and we have had i nput fromthe
| nupi at Communities of the Arctic Sl ope. They have hel ped
wth the docunment. W have representation. Lloyd, you
are here fromICAS, which is great. So that's why there
are so nany people in the room because we have had a | ot
of hel p.

Thi s docunent is just not our docunent. It's
everybody's docunent. And when we are done with it, that
docunent will go to a decisionnaker who then will make a
decision. And so what we're here for is for people to
hel p us make the docunent as good as we can so the
deci si onnaker has everything he or she has in front of
themto nake the decision for everybody. So this is
really a teameffort, and everybody in this roomis a team
pl ayer.

So with that, I'"'mgoing to quit talking, and I'm
going to turn it over to Lauren, who has a little
presentation for you to bring you up to speed on what this
is all about. So Lauren, take it away.

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: Hi, everyone, and
t hank you for joining us today.

The Bureau of COcean Energy Managenent has been
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wor ki ng in cooperation wth our stakehol ders on the

Li berty project since |late 2015. This slide displays the
covers of Volunme 1 and Volune 2 of the Draft Environnental
| npact Statenment. This |arge overvi ew map shows the
proposed Liberty island | ocation, which is about 60 mles
from Nui gsut and about 70 mles from Kaktovi k. This nore
detail ed map shows that the proposed Liberty island wll
be about eight mles fromEndicott Satellite Drilling

| sl and.

So this slide shows a summary of Hilcorp's proposed
action that we received in their Liberty devel opment and
production pl an.

Hlcorp is planning to initiate comerci al
hydr ocar bon production of the Liberty reservoir by the
w nter of 2021 to 2023. As described in the Liberty
devel opnent and production plan, the Liberty devel opnment
woul d be a self-contained Quter Continental Shelf drilling
and production facility |located on an artificial gravel
Island with a 5.6-mle pipeline to shore that w |
continue 1.5 mles over land to the Badam tie-in point.
The Liberty devel opnent will include a new onshore gravel
m ne, an onshore tie-in pad and the constructi on of
onshore and of fshore ice roads.

The proposed Liberty devel opnent includes five

stages: The devel opnent of a new gravel m ne,
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construction of ice roads, construction of a nanmade
gravel production island, and drilling and hydrocarbon
pr oducti on.

BOEM accept ed scopi ng conments on this draft EI S
during the 186-day public scoping period, which | asted
from Sept enber 2015 t hrough March of 2016. BOEM recei ved
several thousand comments, which included concerns over
subsi stence whaling, inpacts to nmari ne manmal s and
t hr eat ened and endangered species, the possibility of oi
spills in the Arctic environnent, and potential inpacts to
t he uni que boul der patch ecosystem Commenters al so
suggested alternate | ocations for gravel sources, for oi
and gas processing, and for the island itself.

These comments and concerns were used to devel op and
informthe analysis of additional action alternatives in
the draft EIS.

As shown on this slide, nany other federal, state and
| ocal governnents have been cooperating with BCEM on the
devel opnent of the draft EIS.

BCEM has anal yzed five alternatives in the draft ElIS.
Hi |l corp's proposed action as described earlier, including
nor mal best nanagenent practices, operator-commtted
nmeasures and cooperating agency typical permt all owances
as mtigation neasures constitutes Alternative 1.

In addition to the proposed action, the National
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Envi ronmental Policy Act requires analysis of a no action
alternative, neaning that no part of H |l corp's proposal
woul d occur. This is Alternative 2 in the draft ElIS.

The remaining three alternatives were devel oped as a
result of scoping comments about alternate i sl and
| ocation, alternative gravel mne | ocations and alternate
processing | ocati ons.

I n response to public comments suggesting an
alternative that would relocate the island in order to
avoi d or reduce inpacts to boul der patch comunities, BCEM
asked Hilcorp to identify possible alternate island
| ocations that would nmaintain the technical feasibility of
Its project. |In addition, these alternate | ocations woul d
mnimze inpacts to the boul der patch fromturbidity and
sedi nent ati on associated with construction activities
and/ or nove the island and ot her project conponents as far
fromthe densest areas of known boul der patch habitat as
practical .

Therefore, based on public comment as well as
responses fromH | corp, BOEM devel oped two
subalternatives. Alternative 3A wuld relocate the island
to a site about one mle to the east. This would result
in the island being about one mle further fromthe
densest areas of the boulder patch as conpared to the

proposed action. Alternative 3B would | ocate the island
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about 1.5 mles closer to shore into state of Al aska

wat ers, placing the island about 1.5 mles further from

t he densest areas of the boul der patch as conpared to the
pr oposed acti on.

Alternative 4A and 4B anal yze alternate processing
| ocations. Alternative 4A anal yzes processing at the
existing Endicott Satellite Drilling Island facility, and
Al ternative 4B anal yzes processing at a new onshore
facility. BOEM assuned for the purpose of the draft EIS
that this new onshore facility would be where the pipeline
is al ready proposed to cone ashore.

Scopi ng comment s suggest ed BOEM anal yze an alternate
| ocation for the proposed Wst Kadleroshilik R ver m ne
site No. 1 to mnimze inpacts to mgratory birds, fish
and wet| ands used for subsistence purposes and ot her
resources. BCEM conducted a thorough review of existing
techni cal and survey information and, based on this
review, identified three plausible alternate | ocations for
anal ysi s.

In the draft EI'S, BOEM used four types of mtigation
nmeasures in its analyses. These included |ease
sti pul ati ons, operator-comm tted neasures, typical
requi rements from our cooperating agencies, and resulting
consul tati on and project-specific neasures.

The draft EI'S anal yzes the inpacts of the various
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alternatives with the intent of disclosing those inpacts
to the public and to the deci sionmakers. |In the case of
the Liberty Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent, the
deci sionnmaker ultimately is the Secretary of Interior.
The draft EI'S al so considers mtigation nmeasures that
could mnimze the inpacts of the action alternati ves.

| npacts to the resources in the action area range
fromnegligible to maj or, depending on the resource and
t he scope of the analysis. A very large oil spill is not
consi dered part of the proposed action or alternatives and
Is extrenely unlikely. Inpacts froma very |arge oi
spill would be major. Additional information is avail able
Iin the materials provided at this presentation tonight.

Comment s that suggest additional information for
anal ysis or note issues not considered in the draft EI' S
are very hel pful and consi dered substantive comments.
These will be used to informthe preparation of the final
ElIS. To make a conmment go to www. regul ati ons. gov and
search for Docunent No. BOEM 2015-0068-0164. dick the
"comment now' button in the top corner of the page to add
your comment. The comment period cl oses on Novenber 18th.
We al so have conputers available in the back of the room
for you to nake your conment here tonight.

BCEM woul d I'i ke to thank you for your attendance and

partici pation tonight.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

12

DR. JAVES KENDALL: Okay. Thank you,
Lauren. W do have a sign-in sheet for speakers. So we
are going to go through the sign-in sheet for speakers,
but we will also just open it up for others that decide
that they want to say sonething after they canme in.

Yes, Lois.

MS. LOS EPSTEIN: |Is there an opportunity
for questions before peopl e speak?

DR JAMES KENDALL: It's a public hearing.
You can ask questions, and we will get themin the record.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: Questions on the
present ati on.

DR. JAMES KENDALL: W really didn't plan
for that, but we can take a few questions. Wether we
have the answers or not, | amnot 100 percent sure. What
question do you have?

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: So Lauren, | don't know
If you can pull one of the maps back up.

DR. JAMES KENDALL: Lauren, could you
bring the map back up? | see what you are getting at.

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: Wi ch one?

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: The one that shows the
di stance to --

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: Like the |arge

overvi ew nmap?
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M5. LOS EPSTEIN: That's fine. No.
Actual ly, the next one. The next one. Ckay. So ny
question is, what is the distance fromthe tie-in facility
to the Liberty island?

DR. JAMES KENDALL: The total distance?

MS. LAUREN BOLDRICK: 7.1 mles, |
bel i eve.

DR. JAMES KENDALL: Uh- huh.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. Ckay. So when the --
t he extended reach drilling was | ooked at -- and |'m
getting this fromthe docunent. It says that the world
record was 40, 000 feet.

DR. JAMES KENDALL.: | believe that's the
case.

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: It's 42,300 and --

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: Wen it was witten it
was 40, 600. Were is that?

MS. LAUREN BOLDRICK: I n Sakhalin Island
I N Russi a.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. And | didn't do the
mat h, so basically that's --

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK:  When we did the --

M5. LO S EPSTEIN: How does that conpare
to this?

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: When we did the

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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technical feasibility assessnent of this, we worked with
BSEE because EPA suggested it's sonmething we review for an
alternative. So we analyzed -- and this will be in the
records at the -- it's not in the draft EI S because it's a
very long review

But we anal yzed drilling the UERD from Endi cott SDI
and then from anot her onshore | ocation. Both of those
| ocations are still about a mle beyond what Sakhalin has
done. And Sakhalin has had the world record for, | think,
nine wells, if I remenber. N ne to 13. So that was one
of the factors is that the world record is still about a
ml e bel ow what Liberty woul d need to be.

The second part of it was that it woul d decrease
production by our resource eval uati on nodels of about 25
percent. So between those two things, those two big
factors of going through line by line of all of the world
records for UERD, how much drilling nud there would be and
all these other resources, what kind of rig they would
need, and | ooking at how nuch it would decrease production
fromthat island, we decided that it was technically
I nf easi bl e.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: One final question.
Coul d that seven nmiles be reduced by a mle or two to get
cl oser because it's not right at the coast?

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: No. We | ooked at

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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several different points in the reservoir. So it would
decrease production nore and nore.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. No. |If you had a
shorter distance fromthe tie-in facility.

MS. LAUREN BOLDRICK: |If you got closer --
we | ooked at right on shore when we anal yzed it, not where
the tie-in facility would be.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: Then it could be |ess
t han seven m | es.

MS. LAUREN BOLDRICK: It would be |ess,
but when we neasured it, because we had resource
evaluation do all these range nodels fromdifferent points
in the reservoir, and everywhere they | ooked at it wasn't
technically feasible. So we have 15 pages witten up in
t he nmeno.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. What |I'm hearing is you
could tap into sone of the reservoir but not all of it
t hrough that ultra extended reach-in drilling?

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: It would nmake it
conpletely infeasible. Like you wouldn't get enough
producti on back for the project to continue. That's
sonet hi ng you have to look at is you still have to
mai ntain the project in a reasonable nanner, and that it
was so far beyond what has been done so far, they woul dn't

be able to do it.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

16

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: It's not, because it's
In the seven-m | e range.

MS. LAUREN BOLDRICK: Lois, | wote the
docunent a year ago, so |I'mgoing off of nmenory. |'m
sorry.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. That clarifies things.

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: We spent about six
nont hs goi ng back and forth about it and really taking a
hard | ook at it. And that will be in the record for the
adm ni strative record. Wen we put together a whol e

revi ew of how we got to the decision point, that's in that

whol e - -

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: So we could review
t hat ?

MS. LAUREN BOLDRI CK: You could. You are
wel cone to FOA it. It's not proprietary.

DR JAMES KENDALL: W can have nore
di scussion after, but let's stick wwth the process for
NOW.

Qur first testinony cones from M. Joe Leavitt. Joe,

| think you are the first one up.

MR JOE LEAVITT: Can you get all this
done first, and I'll just make nmy comments at the end?

DR. JAMES KENDALL: Ckay.

MR. JOE LEAVITT: |'ve got sone questions,
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but 1'd rather go through all the slide shows and --

DR. JAMES KENDALL: Well, the presentation

i s over.

MR JOE LEAVITT: It's over right now?

DR JAMES KENDALL: Yeah. That was the
end of it.

MR. JOE LEAVITT: | thought you had a | ot
nor e

DR. JAMES KENDALL: W have the docunent,
800 pages, and if we have too nany slides we don't --
MR JOE LEAVITT: 1'Il stand up here.
DR. JAMES KENDALL: Al right. Thank you.
MR. JOE LEAVITT: Good evening. And ny
name is Joe Leavitt. |'man alternate conm ssioner for
AEWC in Barrow, and I1'd like to welcone all of you to
Barrow. And ny nanme is Joe Mello Leavitt. | amthe
Deputy Conmi ssioner to the Al aska Whali ng Comm ssion from
Barrow. |'m nmaking comments on behal f of AEWC
First 1'"d like to thank representatives of BCEM and
EPA for coming here to listen to our comments and
concerns.
As you all know, our subsistence |ivelihood and our
cultural and nutritional security depend very heavily on
the resources of the ocean, especially the bowhead whal e

resources. For nore than 30 years the AEWC has wor ked
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wth of fshore oil and gas conpanies to coordinate their
Beaufort Sea activities with the fall whale mgration and
subsi stence harvest. W do this through the annual Open
Wat er Season Conflict Avoi dance Agreenent process.

We are very grateful for the financial opportunities
that oil and gas devel opnent has brought to the North
Sl ope and to our AEWC vill ages, but these financi al
opportunities could never replace our critical bowhead
whal e and ot her subsi stence resources. So we al ways | ook
carefully at devel opnent plans and try to help the
devel opers nmake sure that their work does not interfere
w th our bowhead whal e harvest or harm our bowhead whal e
habi t at .

As conpani es have started | ooking nore closely at the
Beaufort Sea in recent years, the AEWC has | ooked at
extending this our coll aborative work fromthe CAAto a
newer project that is being called the Canden Bay
Initiative. The AEWC and the North Sl ope Borough
Departnment of WIldlife Managenment first started this
project working with Shell fromtheir planned devel opnment
at Sivullig.

The AEWC and wi I dlife nmanagenent are now working to
extend the Canden Bay Initiative beyond Canden Bay to the
whol e m d Beaufort Sea region. Qur goal is to have

conpanies work with hunters and scientists to apply what
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we know from hunter experience and from past research on
devel opnent inpacts in the Beaufort Sea. This way we
hunters and our scientists can have a seat at the table to
make sure the project design and inplenentations fit wth
our know edge of bowhead whal e behavi or.

l"'mtelling you these coll aborative projects up front
to give you an idea of how we have | earned to approach
devel opnent inpacts and mtigation.

Now, | ooking at Hilcorp's proposed Liberty
devel opnent project, | want to start off with a negative
comment so we can get that out of the way. The AEWC and
Nort h Sl ope Borough asked for an extension of the public
comment period for BOEM s Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent. W are very di sappoi nted those requests were
deni ed, and we nake another request that our comrmunities
be given an extension of tinme to comment on this project.

Qur col |l aborative approaches to devel opnent need a
good under standi ng of technical details of each project
and take tinme for conparing those details wth what we
know from our existing know edge. This way we can make
t he nost i nformed and val uabl e contributions to the
deci sion on mtigation.

We very much appreciate that Hi |l corp has cone to our
AEWC neetings with infornmation on the project and sone

project details, but we still need tine for technical
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review and comment. Your schedule is not allow ng us
enough opportunity to fully participate in this process in
a nmeani ngful way. You have cone to Barrow only six weeks
after publishing the DEIS and right in the m ddl e of our
fall whaling.
The experts we rely on are already overextended on
ot her i1issues and deadlines, as they inforned you in the
|l etters requesting the extension. The |lack of regard for
our efforts to work as positive participants in this
process is very disappointing to us. Again, we renew our
request for a 30-day extension on the DEI'S comrent peri od.
Now | will turn to the comments we have been able to
pul | together for this neeting.
First | want to express the AEWC s appreciation for
Hi |l corp's participation in the CAA process and for
Hi |l corp's decision to undertake island construction during
the winter nonths. This reduces the possibility of
adverse inpacts to our whaling. Thank you for that.
However, since any adverse inpacts on the project are
borne by our communities, we would |like to know why the
island is not being |located in the state of Al aska waters
so we could gain the benefit of support of our North Sl ope
Borough tax base. If the final design | eaves the island
In federal waters, we request that Hi | corp and BOEM wor k

Wth us to establish a shared revenue agreenent for this
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pr oj ect .

We al so appreciate the decision to operate the
production project froman island using a disposal well
for waste discharges. On this point we have one question
and one comment. WII all drilling waste be injected into
the disposal well? If not, howw !l it be handl ed? W
understand the plan calls for an ongoi ng waste stream from
the sea water treatnent plant that will include high
concentration brine. W would like to see this waste
streaminjected into the disposal well. Also, the current
pl an woul d i ncrease saline concentrations in the discharge
area, possibly affecting bowhead whal e prey and ot her
r esour ces.

If there is a reason that the brine cannot be
i njected into the disposal well, then we would need to
have baseline studies of salinity levels in the discharge
area. W also will need to see ongoi ng nonitoring of
salinity levels if the brine is released. And we w |
need to see a cunul ative inpact study conbining this waste
streamw th others that already exist. The AEWC requests
that the North Sl ope Borough Departnent of Wldlife
Managenment be i nvol ved in designing these studies.

This area of the Beaufort Sea is rich in marine
manmal s that help to feed our famlies. Therefore, every

precauti on nust be taken to make sure that we do not put
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things in the water that woul d cause harmto the whal es or
ot her resources or that woul d cause our whal es to defl ect

away fromthe usual mgration routes. FromLiberty, this

is especially inportant for Nuiqsut and Barrow.

Finally, | nentioned the Canden Bay Initiative. Qur
Barrow, Nui qsut and Kaktovi k hunters have generations of
experience wth the bowhead whal e and t he Beaufort Sea
ecosystem and our scientists have volunes of research on
devel opnent inpacts to bowhead whales in this area. W
need to bring our hunters and scientists to the table with
Hil corp and the agencies to | ook at the project design
fromthe perspective of our experinents and the scientific
research that exists. The |essons that have been | earned
at Northstar wll be inportant.

Sol will just give alittle summary of ny points on
behal f of AEWC. W appreciate Hilcorp's participation in
t he CAA and the neetings that they have held with the AEWC
so far. W need additional tine to fully reviewthe
technical material to this project. W submt that
request again at this hearing. |If it can't be granted,
the AEWC woul d like a letter explaining why.

We appreciate Hilcorp's decision to build during the
winter and to produce froman island, but we would like to
see the island nove to the state waters. |If it cannot be

noved, we need revenue sharing -- we need a revenue
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sharing agreenent. W would |like to see the wastewater
streans including the brine fromthe seawater treatnent

pl ant injected into disposal wells. |If this cannot be
done, the AEWC wants the North Sl ope Borough Departnent of
WIldlife to participate in designing nonitoring plans
funded by Hil corp.

We strongly encourage Hilcorp to work with AEWC and
our affected communities on project details through the
Canden Bay Initiative. W hope to have BOEM support for
t his request.

That conpl etes the AEWC s comments for this hearing,
and we wll try to prepare witten comments on the Draft
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent, hopefully w th additional
tine fromBOEM Thank you.

DR JAMES KENDALL: Thank you very mnuch,
Joe. Can we have the copy of the notes? Ckay.
Qur next speaker is Lloyd -- I"mgoing to |let you,
LI oyd, pronounce your |ast nanme so | do not ness it up.
MR. LLOYD PANI NGONA: Okay. In ny |nupiat
pronunci ation it's Pani ngona [pronunciation], but | don't
expect you to pronounce it. Oherwise it's spelled
Pani ngona.
DR JAMES KENDALL: Ckay. Well, | said it
right, then; | wasn't taking chances.

MR. LLOYD PANI NGONA: Thank you very nuch

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

24

for comng into town presenting the EIS draft proposal.
And first of all, 1'd like to thank Joe Leavitt for com ng
and speaki ng on behalf of the organization that he is
with. And as you all know, today is -- |I'msure you guys
heard this several tines. Three whal es have been

har vest ed.

And | went through the panphlet, and one of the
things that I would like to recommend -- the comment
period is going to end Novenber 17. Considering the
timng that's going on with this community, | would highly
reconmend t hat perhaps you guys do another revisit which
woul d allow nore | ocal residents to come and speak and
express their concerns and opi ni ons.

That's all | have for now.

Aubi e G egg should be here in just a nonent. She did
sign up to nention sonething. She's with I CAS natural
resources, as well.

DR JAMES KENDALL: She was our next
speaker. So we wll ask if soneone else would like to
speak. Gkay. Until Aubie gets here, anyone el se would
li ke to make a public comment? The floor is open. Here
Is the m crophone.

MS. LAUREN BOLDRICK: | just have an edit
to ny comments to Lois earlier. So when we were talking

about it, it's not the surface location; it's the
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hypot enuse of that triangle that we are tal ki ng about.
Does that make sense? Just as a clarification, | thought
| would nention that to you.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: Okay. Thank you.

DR JAMES KENDALL: Again, we have an open
m c and an open floor. And we had sone new fol ks cone in.
And they are welcone to nake a statenent on the Draft
Envi ronmental | npact Statenent for the proposed Liberty
devel opnent. If that's the case, until Aubie gets back,
we can take a ten-m nute break and get goodi es and cone
back. Hopefully she will be back with sone nore comments.
How is that? Ten-m nute break starti ng now.

(A break was taken.)

DR. JAMES KENDALL: Qur next speaker,
Aubie, is in the room but as it turns out, her comments
have al ready been made by Joe. But | was speaking with
Joe at the break, and he had sonme excell ent coments that
| asked himif he would cone back to the m crophone and
not just tell ne, but to tell everybody and have it for
t he record.

And also | failed to introduce anot her BOEM person,
you know. John Call ahan right here, the public affairs
officer. | apologize. He's taking pictures.

So wth that, Joe, welconme back to the podi um

MR, JOE LEAVI TT: Thank you. Thank you.
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| was just -- | wanted to speak up on putting the island
Iin the state waters. That way it would be closer to the
shore, and also it would -- it would -- there would be
| ess inpact on the whale migration because in 1988 in our
whal i ng grounds there was a seism c conpany doing seismc
ri ght on our whaling grounds, and that year we found the
whal es 40 m | es out because whal es are defl ected by all
this industry sound.

And then | ast year we had Quintillion out there
| ayi ng down their -- laying down their fiberoptic cable.
Last year the whales were taken 50 mles out. And you
know, that is inpact on the whales and that really -- it's
really scary when you are 50 mles out up here in the
waters. Very scary in a snmall boat. And that's -- the

whal es are highly inpacted by the sound the drilling

conpani es make, and even ships will deflect the whale
m gration.

And if the -- if it's put in the state waters, it's
closer to shore, and less inpact wll probably be for the

whal es. That would be | ess inpact on the whal es’
m gration.
Ckay. That's -- that's all the comrent | want to
say.
DR. JAMES KENDALL: Thank you, Joe.
MS. HEATHER MARKWAY: How far are they
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normal |y out?

MR. JOE LEAVITT: Today the whales were --
first whale | heard about was seven nmles. And usually
right after the whaling season closes, you will start
seeing themright off the beach. They seemto figure out
that there is no nore whaling. And the people always tell
us the whal es know the person so, you know, that's a
way -- that's the way we |l ook at it, anyway. W have
caught themcloser than a mle right off the beach right
from Barrow and, you know, that's w thout any -- any
noi se. And we believe that the whales are inpacted a | ot
by the sound. GCkay. Thank you.

DR. JAMES KENDALL: Thank you, Joe.
Appreciate it. Again, we are scheduled to be here till
10: 00. We have great stamina. | have a m crophone. The
floor is open if anyone would |like to nake official
comments for the record. This is a public hearing on the
El S.

Again, as | said at the beginning, this is not just
our docunent. It's everybody's docunent. It's not a
deci sion docunent. It's informational for the
deci si onmaker. So the better docunent we neke, the nore
i nformation and the clearer it is for the decisionnaker.
So anybody el se would |ike to make a conmment ?

Ckay. | hate to take these breaks all the tine. Wy
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don't we just reconvene at 8:00, if anybody has anything
else to say. | don't want to hold people here | onger than
they need to be. There is a great thing happened today
with the whales. | know people mght want to get down
there and see that or participate, but we really want to
get as nuch informati on and public coment as we can.
Ckay. Then we are going to stop till 8:00. And we w |
be here until 10:00, if necessary. Thank you.

(A break was taken.)

DR JAMES KENDALL: Okay. Everybody, |
said we would reconvene at 8:00. W are just going to
hang out here for the rest of the evening. |If anybody has
sonething to say officially for the record, we w |l nake
t he m crophone available. And Aubie, if you know anybody
off the street who wants to conme, we are not going
anywher e.

(A break was taken.)

DR. JAMES KENDALL: Okay. W are now on
record, and the tine is 8:48 p.m W are now officially
closing the public hearing in Barrow, Al aska.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:48 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have

| any interest in the outcone of the action herein

cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
nmy hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of Cctober
2017.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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