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Bottlenose Dolphin

(Tursiops truncatus)
Size: Adults 6-12 feet. At birth approx. 3 feet.
ion: 35,159"
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Trivia: The original “Flipper” was a boitlenose doiphin named
Mitzi and lived from 1958-1972.

Craig Hayslip, photo courtesy of BOEM

Sperm Whale

(Physeter macrocephalus)
Size: Adult males 49-59 feet. Adult females to 36 feet. At
birth approx. 13 feet.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 1,665*
Trivia: “Moby Dick” was a sperm whale. Sperm whales are
the only resident endangered cetaceans in the Gulf of
Mexico.
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Pantropical Spotted Dolphin
(Stenella attenuata)
Size: Aduits 5.2-8.5 feet. At birth approx. 2.7 feef.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 34,067
Trivia: Pantropical spotted dolphins are the most abundant
offshore marine mammals in the Gulf of Mexico.
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Spinner Dolphin

(Stenella longirostris)
Size: Adult 6-7.2 feet; males slightly larger than females. At
birth approx. 2.7 feet.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 1,989"
Trivia: Spinner dolphins get their name because they spin
horizontally, from the tips of their beaks to their tails, over the
water.
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Atlantic Spotted Dolphin
(Stenella frontalis)
Size: Adults 7-7.5 feet. At birth approx. 3 feet.
Guif of Mexico Population: 27,393%
Trivia: The bodies of Atlantic spotted dolphins are covered
with spots, and they become more densely spotted with age.
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Carrie Hubard, photo courtesy of NMFS

Short-finned Pilot Whale
(Globicephala macrorhynchus)
Size: Adult males to 20 feet. Adult females to 17 feet. At birth
approx. 5.5 feet.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 716*
Trivia: Short-finned pilot whales are highly communicative,

making sounds such as squeals, whistles, smacks, and snores.
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Killer Whale
(Orcinus orca)

Size: Adult males to 31 feet. Adult females to 23 feet. At birth
approx. 8 feet.

Gulf of Mexico Population: 49*

Trivia: Killer whales are the largest species of dolphins.
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Risso's Dolphin

(Grampus griseus)
Size: Adults 10-12.5 feet; males slightly larger than
famales. At birth approx. 5 feet.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 1,569"
Trivia: Risso’s dolphins lose their gray pigmentation as they
grow older and can appear almost white.
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Striped Dolphin
(Stenella coeruleoalba)
Size: Adults 7-8 feel. At birth approx. 3 feet.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 3,325"
Trivia: Striped dolphins are beautifully marked, fast-swimming
doiphins sometimes called “streakers.”

Caribbean Sea
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Bryde's Whale
(Balaenoptera edeni)
Size: Adults 43-51 feet; females slightly larger than males. At
birth approx. 11 feet.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 15*
Trivia: Bryde’s whales are the most commonly observed
baleen whale in the Gulf of Mexico.
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Melon-headed Whale
(Peponocephala electra)
Size: Adults 8.5-9 feet. At birth approx. 2.7 feet.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 2,283*
Trivia: Melon-headed whales have a preference for deep
water. Their melon-shaped head gives them their name.

Clymene Dolphin
(Stenella clymene)
Size: Adults 6-6.6 feet. At birth approx. 2.7 feet.
Gulf of Mexico Population: 6,575*
Trivia: Clymene dolphins are thought to feed nocturnally.
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