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e Viinerals Vianagement Seivice (IVIMIS)is a
pUrealr ol tnerDepartment e the Interioer, WHAeSsEe

MISSIONNIS 10 manage e mineral andienewanie
ENEngy/ respurrces ol the: Outerr ContinentalrShell
(@CS) Inanenvirenmentally/seunofand saieé
Manner; URGer autnery/ eiithe Ouier Continental
Shelfritands Act; as amenaed.




Purpese of Teday s Meeting

B ShareInfermatien e the PUIfeSe anel Precess o)
prepanrauon of ther Atlaniic @ €S Progammaie
Envirenmentaltlimpact Statement (PEIS) 1o
(Geelegicaliand Geophysical (E&/E) ACHVINIES

m HEear anci record your VIEWS 01 tiie; SCope: ol the PEIS
. Complyswitnrthe Nauenal Envienmental Policy At




National Environmental Policy: Act
or
NEPA

m ProVvides firamewoli o) protecting the Envirenment

m Reguires Federaliagencies torcensider envirenmental
INPACHS O tilelir actiVItIES

m Allews fer puklicinputter decisionmaking

m ASSIStS decIsiGnmakers I Incerperating envirenmental
INFOIMAHEN INLe PrOgAIS




Purpese of the PEIS

m ASsess peiential envirenmental efifects of multiple
G&G activities on therAtlantic ©CS

m EValuate mitigatonianc moenierneimeasures o
ieduce or eliminate tne petential fer InpPacts Lo e
EnVIeRmeEnt

m Previdenniermmatien andanalyses tor VIIVIS anaietier:
A0ENCIES PG 16/ CECISIONS 1o autneZe E&/6
ACUIVILIES




Needi for the PEIS

= Poetential renewanlerenengy, sandand gravell, and ojl
andlgas actvitiesin tinesViid=rana SeutnrAUEIc OCS
Wil reguiie G&Grsuivey/s el Site assessment
exploratien, ana ether pUrpeSses

a VIMISTaeterminedia PEISiWould e reguiredi pror: to
altReIZING anyilarge-seale G&/E SUVEYS

= Prepanauioniofthe PEIS will help ensure compliance
Wit NEPA andfetherrapplicanie laws, stchras e
Endangered Species Act, Viarne Viammal Protection
Act, and the Coastal Zone Vianagement Act




OCS Activities are Sulject to Numerous LLaws,
Executive Orders, and Regulations

Federal Water
Pollution
Control Act

Marine Mammal National Historic

Protection Act Preservation
Act

E.O. 12898: N E PA Clean
Environmental -
Justice & OCS I—A Al Act

Magnuson-Stevens

Coastal Zone Fishery Conservation
Management Act and Management

Act

Endangered
Species Act




NIMES and MMS Consultation

INMIES hasithe: prmeany respersinility fer protecting marine
mammalsiand then: ianat

IVIMISIprepares a biolegical assessment and stumits 1t tor NIMES
10 ardfiinrviarine Viammal Protecion Act cooralnation

INMIES prepares a aecision: and assists MIMSHn development of

MItIgatiens
IMIMIS IRCORporates the mitigatiens 1o the GeCISIoNnI deCUmERTS
andirelays theni o) tie permitiee

NIVIES places marine mammel ohsenvers onkoard seismic
VVESSEIS 10, ensure: compliance

The VIMS alse undergees a similar consultation| process for fisheres and
essential fishrhanitat




Environmental Impact Statements

Counciifen Enviienmental @uality (CE®@) reguiations
Stale tiatantEls

“shiallfprevice full and N diScussien ol SIgnIficant
envirenmenifmpacts ana siall e decISIoNMEKErS
andithe puklic offtie reasenanle altermatives Wiiich
Woeuld aveld e minimize acVerse IMpPacts 61 Enlance
therquality, of tiernumanienvireRment:

And=shall veranalyic rather thianencyclopedic.




Envirenmental Impact Statement: Process

Notice off InteEnt to
Prepareran IS

=SCopPING™
PubliciComment
and VIeetings

Drait EIS

Comment Period
and
RPublic Hearing

EinalfEIS REcord off DECISIoN




Development of an EIS

m |oentify/ puUrpese; Need;, and altermatives fior tne
PrOPOSEd action

m |centriy Impact=preducinglfiactors and petentially,
afiiected envirenmental and ' SeCIOECONOMIC FESOUICES

m [DESCrine the existing|enviionment
m L2y eUSCENANIGSHTON analy/Ses

m ASSEss and estimate tie peiential Inpacis e the
Proposed action and alternaves ever theliie o tie
PrGJect

m Consider petential’ cumulative Impacts

= Develop mitigatiens te address potential Impacts




Propesed Action

e PropPeSEd aclion te/e
adaressed py e PEISwill
ENCOMIPass G&GE GPREnations
Under MIVIS autReRty/ i e
Atlantic ©CS asseciateawith
SItNG e renewanlerenenay
PIGJECtS, marneminerals
extiaction, andternl and gas
exploratien; that coulditake
place Vel a pPerned ol many.
\/ears.

mu. S. Department of the Interior -
Minerals Managment Service
¢




Alternatives to be Considered 1n the PEIS

Aliemative A — Analyze G&G activiiies _
oUl te the 200mautical mile limit e ]

Alternative Bi = Analyze G& G activItes
euttertne sS0mautical mnelimii

Aliemative € —Analyze G&GractVities
Withrappreprate mitigatiens o reduce
envirenmental impacts (e.9., remp=up
PIOCEUUNES; anafsalety/ Zenes)

Altematve D = Additional altematives S
develepedithreughrtie scoping pered e |
anadfearly envirenmentaifanaly/ses

Alternative E — Nor Action Alternative




Environmental Resources
to be Examinediin the PEIS

(Coastal ERVIrGRIMERLS

IDEEpWALEIFIERINIC CommURIes

EIsneres (fisnireseurces and essenial fishrhanitat)
(Coastalianc marnenbinas

ERCangEreaiSpECIES (Imaine mamiials; seaturtlies)
Archaeelegicalireseurces (NISterC and PRERISIeNIC)
SOCIGECONOMICISSUES

Additional resources to be addressed?




Potential Impacting Factors
to be Examined 1n the PEIS

= Noise

m [jest drlling/conng

m Operatienal Wasies

m Alr emissions

m \/essel traffic (supply, vesselsiandi helicopters)

m liashranciaenss

B SEaPEd-Impacting EquUIpMent (€:0}, ancherS; SENSers,
Wire lines; canlelines; eic:)

m Electronagnetc emissions

Additienali nimpacting| facters?




Mitigation Examples

m ACOUSHIC SeUNCE as te e ramped-up; fiemra lew:-
Intensity ey operaiienaifevel terallevwimarne
manmimalsiiereave e anea

Safiety: zenes o 500 meters estanlished areund tne
ACOUSHICSEUCE

Viarine Viammal @Bsenvers; onheard te monitor the
Saliety zenes anaishut=aewniirmamnne mammals
COME INto the Zzone

Viarneviammeal ©kserverrepertsisupmitiedito
IVIVISTeVER/WEIWEEKS

Einal- Marine Mammal ©bseiver repert and digital
navigationdata submitiedito IVIMS at cenclusion of
the acquisition




Environmental Review off G&G AcCtIVITIES

Large
J Mid- and South; Atlantic OCS

Programmatic EIS

|_arge-Scale Seismic Surveys
Supplemental EIS or EA

Small-Scale Surveys
=AY

An MMPA, ESA, or CZMA Site Specific

review\would 19e required 1ox; EA
eachiG&G permit applicauion
regardless of size.
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Why are G&G Activities Conducted?

Ire Survey. for

B Renewable Energy’ Site Assessment

— [Locating sites ol altemative energy stilictiresiassociated itn Wine,
OcEan CUlment; and WaVe=relatedienergy producionianatensmission
(e.q., SEISMIC, Corlngj, eic:)

| Viarine Minerals Investigatien

— ILocating poetential sand and gravel sources o beachi restorationand
sand and grevel mimnmg (1Les; igh=reselutenisersmic ancicerng)

' OlllanelGas Exploration

— Obtaining data forroil and gas exploration anaiproduction (I:e:, =
SEISMIC, gravity, magneucs; andicontrelied source electromanonetcs)

—|aentiiying pessinleseall 0o 61 shallev 0eptin gesloaical iazanas

B BielegicallReseuree andl Submerged Cultural Reseurce
ldentification

— [Locate or avold sensitive resources (I.e:, Nigh=resellition seismic anad
coring)




Types oft G&GI Activities
Regquiring MIMS Review.

GEeleocal

= Corng

= Shallew: test diiling

m [Deepistratigraphic test wells

GEophySIcal
2IDrand SIDrseismic
Controeliediseurce electromagnetic or CSEM
Gravity andimagnetics (seaand air)
IHIgh-resolution SseIsmic



\Wihat IS a Seismic Survey?

A SEISIC SURVEV IS a programidesigned fermapping
ofi thelsuiace: anad suasuiiiace; using aceustically
genernated Waves that are reflected ien contrastsiim
the eartn. Characterstic acolUstic\VaVES: are GEelecied
Py TECEIVErS, and the refilected travel time and
Veleclty are ten preocesseaito nelprmagp geelegic
Strlictures and straligiapic features;
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Atlantic G&G PEIS Process
Trentative Schedule

Netce el lintent Januiany/ 21, 2009
Eederal Register Netice April 2, 2010
REEPENING ol CommEent
2El00
ScoepIng VIeetngs
Drafit PEIS Publishea [=ate 204
Comment Peroeafand

PUBNCIHEANNGS
Einal PEIS Pullisihed Early 2012
Record of [Decision IMIIa=201:2

Comment eppoertunities are highlighted In red.




Procedures fior Submitting Comments

B W statiens witnra facilitaier andrcolib eperier are
Sel Up o) collect eral comments:

m Egchiattendeesupmitinneleral commentsiwvilifioe
allewed Siminutes terspeak:

m \\Vrten comments may:hesukmiited tera facilitator
I coUrt reporter

m A separaterstatien Witarwe Iniermaien OfCersis
SEl U ter answWerr guestions relaieiio G&6
activities, bielegical reseUrces; ete.




IHow Do I Provide Scoping Comments on the
Atlantic G&G PEIS?

m Commentsimust-e receIved e el efereviay 17,
20)10)

m Comments collected attiie punlic scoping meeting
may/ e ol er WiAtien (Imay e el at registraion
desk)

m Commentsicanibe e-mailed io: GGEIS@mnms.ooV
n Comments canthe mailed to

JOSEPN Christepher;, Regional SUPERVISO,
[Ceasinelanc Envirenment (IMSF541.0)
IViinerals IVianagement Senvice

Gulfof MexicorOCS Region

1201 Elmwoeod Park Beulevard

New: Orleans, [_ouisiana 70123-2394




WSU.S. Department of the Interior
Minerals Managment Service

Mid-Atlantic
Planning Area

South Atlantic
A Planning Area

Atlantic OCS Planning Area
Boundaries
and
e A Administrative Boundaries
State/Federal Boundary

Tris mag i feot interded tor

http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/offshore/atlocs/gandg.html




