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(a)  Navigation Safety.  Bidders are advised that operations on certain blocks may be restricted 

by the designation of fairways, precautionary zones, anchorages, safety zones, or traffic 

separation schemes established by the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) pursuant to the Ports and 

Waterways Safety Act (33 U.S.C. 1221 et seq.), as amended, and the Deepwater Port Act (33 

U.S.C. §§ 1501- 1524).  Bidders are advised to review the USCG regulations at 33 CFR Part 

150, including 33 C.F.R. § 150.940 ñSafety zones for specific deepwater portsò and the 

Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP) Safety Zones. 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) permits are required for construction of any artificial 

islands, installations, and other devices permanently or temporarily attached to the seabed 

located on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) in accordance with section 4(e) of the OCS Lands 

Act, as amended. 

 

For more USCG information contact Lieutenant Commander Marcie Kohn, Waterways 

Management Branch, Sector New Orleans, 200 Hendee Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70114, 

(504) 365-2281.  For more USACE information contact Mr. Pete Serio CEMVN-OD-S, P.O. 

Box 60267, New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 at (504) 862-2255. 

 

(b)  Ordnance Disposal Areas.  Bidders are advised that two inactive ordnance disposal areas are 

located in the Corpus Christi and East Breaks areas, as shown on the map ñStipulations and 

Deferred Blocksò included in the Notice of Sale (NOS) Package.  These areas were used to 

dispose of ordnance of unknown composition and quantity.  These areas have not been used 

since about 1970.  Water depths in the Corpus Christi area range from approximately 600 to 900 

meters.  Water depths in the East Breaks area range from approximately 300 to 700 meters.  

Bottom sediments in both areas are generally soft, consisting of silty clays.  Exploration and 

development activities in these areas require precautions commensurate with the potential 

hazards. 

 

(c)  Existing and Proposed Artificial Reefs/Rigs-to-Reefs.  Bidders are advised that there are 

OCS artificial reef planning and general permit areas for the Gulf of Mexico Region (GOMR) in 

which reef sites are or may be established for use in the Rigs-to-Reefs program.  Proposals for 

reefing structures must be accepted by the appropriate state and approved by the Bureau of 

Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) GOMR and receive a permit from the USACE.  

Also, each Stateôs Artificial Reefs/Rigs-to-Reefs program is managed under that Stateôs 

Artificial Reef Plan.  For more information, see the contact information in the table below.  

 
State Coordinator  Phone URL  
AL  Kevin Anson (251) 968-7577 http://www.outdooralabama.com/fishing/saltwater/wher

e/artificial-reefs/  
FL Jon Dodrill (850) 487-0580, 

ext. 209 
http://myfwc.com/conservation/saltwater/artificial-reefs/ 

LA  Doug Peter (225) 765-2375 http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/fishing/programs/habitat/a

rtificialreef.cfm  

MS K. Cuevas  (228) 523-4061 http://www.dmr.ms.gov/marine-fisheries/artificial-

reef/74-offshore-reefs 

TX Dale Shively (512) 389-4686 http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/water/habitats/art

ificial_reef/  

http://www.outdooralabama.com/fishing/saltwater/where/artificial-reefs/
http://www.outdooralabama.com/fishing/saltwater/where/artificial-reefs/
http://myfwc.com/conservation/saltwater/artificial-reefs/
http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/fishing/programs/habitat/artificialreef.cfm
http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/fishing/programs/habitat/artificialreef.cfm
http://www.dmr.ms.gov/marine-fisheries/artificial-reef/74-offshore-reefs
http://www.dmr.ms.gov/marine-fisheries/artificial-reef/74-offshore-reefs
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
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(d)  Lightering Zones.  Bidders are advised that the USCG has designated certain areas of the 

OCS as lightering zones for the purpose of permitting single hull vessels to offload oil within the 

U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).  Such designation may have implications for oil and gas 

operations in the areas.  See 33 C.F.R. § 156.300 et seq. for the regulations concerning lightering 

zones.  For more information contact USCG Attorney Advisor, Shelley R. Miller, USCG, D8 

Waterways Management at (504) 671-2139 or via email to Shelley.R.Miller@uscg.mil. 

 

(e)  Indicated Hydrocarbons List.  Bidders are advised that approximately three months prior to a 

lease sale, BOEM makes available a list of unleased blocks in the Central, Western, and Eastern 

Planning Areas that have wellbores with indicated hydrocarbons.  Information relating to 

production, wellbores, and pay range for each block is included.  See BOEM website at:  

http://www.boem.gov/Oil-and-Gas-Energy-Program/Resource-Evaluation/Gulf-OCS-Region-

Activities/Indicated-Hydrocarbon-List.aspx. 

 

(f)  Military Warning and Water Test Areas.  Bidders are advised that Stipulation No. 2, Military 

Warning and Water Test Areas, in ñLease Stipulationsò included in the NOS Package, will apply 

to leases in any new areas that may be established by the publication identified below and any 

blocks that were previously subject to the stipulation. 

 

Military Warning and Water Test Areas are established in the FAA Air Traffic Document JO 

7400.8T ñTitle 14-Aeronautics and Space - Chapter 1 Federal Aviation Administration - 

Subchapter Airspace - Part 73- Special Use Airspace Regulatory and Nonregulatory.ò  This 

document may be downloaded from the FAA website at:  

http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Order/SUA.pdf.  

 

It is the lesseesô responsibility to establish and maintain contact and coordinate with the military 

commander(s) in any Military Warning and Water Test Area, in which operations, radio 

communications or flights are planned during the occupation and development of any leases, 

including flights that pass through a Military Warning and Water Test Area to a leased block that 

is not in a Military Warning Area. 

 

Lessees should establish and maintain contact and coordinate with the appropriate military 

commander(s) whether or not their lease is subject to a Military Warning and Water Test Areas 

Stipulation. 

 

For more information contact: 

 

Federal Aviation Administration- Airspace Office 

Houston Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) 

Attention:  Steve Stooksberry 

16600 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 

Houston, Texas  77032 

Telephone:  (281) 230-5563 (mission support)  

Telephone:  (281) 230-5520 (airspace and procedures) 

 

mailto:Shelley.R.Miller@uscg.mil
http://www.boem.gov/Oil-and-Gas-Energy-Program/Resource-Evaluation/Gulf-OCS-Region-Activities/Indicated-Hydrocarbon-List.aspx
http://www.boem.gov/Oil-and-Gas-Energy-Program/Resource-Evaluation/Gulf-OCS-Region-Activities/Indicated-Hydrocarbon-List.aspx
http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Order/SUA.pdf



