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1 MR. BENNETT: Okay. | guess we can
2 get going. | appreciate you being here. 1'd

3 li ke to wel cone you to this public hearing on the
4 draft programmatic environnental inpact statenent
5 for geol ogi cal and geophysical activities in the
6 M d- and South Atlantic.

7 My nanme is JimBennett. |'mthe

8 Chi ef of the Division of Environnental Assessnent
9 for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent.

10 Safety first. You know where the

11 exits are. Stairs are over by the elevator, and
12 the restroons are to the left of our registration
13 desk.

14 We are the Bureau of Ocean Energy

15 Managenent. W are a bureau within the United

16 States Departnent of the Interior, and we are

17 responsi bl e for the devel opnent and envi ronnent al
18 protection of national resources of the CQuter

19 Conti nental Shel f.
20 We are here to take your conmments.
21 As | understand it, no one has actually signed up
22 to comment at this point, but there will be
23 opportunity to coment. But at the sane tine,
24 we're going to provide you a little information,
25 and we have a nunber of people here that are
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1 avail able to discuss any issues wth you outside

2 of the formal receipt of coments.

3 That includes Jill Lewandowski from

4 our office in Washington, in Herndon. She's a

5 mari ne bi ol ogist; Megan Butterworth, who is a

6 mari ne biologist in our headquarters office.

7 Caren Madsen is also here fromour Ofice of

8 Public Affairs.

9 And we have a couple of people from
10 CSA International who do a | ot of consulting work
11 for us on the Quter Continental Shelf activities,
12 i ncl uding Kim d sen, who is the deputy project
13 manager, and Robin Schuricht, who's outside at
14  the desk.

15 Wth that, I'mgoing to turn it over
16 to Jill to give you a little background on what
17 the project is, and then we'll get to the
18 coments. Thank you.
19 MB. LEWANDOWBKI: Okay. | think
20 since we have a nice small group, if there are
21 any questions as |'mgoing through this, anything
22 you want further clarification on, you know, just
23 feel free to stop and ask your questions.
24 MR. BENNETT REPORTER: And identify
25 yourself for the record when you do so.
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1 MB. LEWANDOWBKI: Ch, yes. And
2 pl ease identify yourself for the record. Ckay.
3 We're here tonight to tal k about an envi ronnent al
4 | npact statenent that we're devel opi ng under the
5 Nat i onal Environnmental Policy Act, and it's
6 dealing wth the geol ogi cal and geophysi cal
7 activities in the Md-Atlantic and the South
8 Atlantic planning area. W'I|l see a map in a
9 nonent where |'ll show you exactly what area
10 we're tal king about.
11 This is sonmething that is, you know,
12 a separate process fromany sort of five-year
13 pl anni ng that we do for oil and gas devel opnent,
14 or planning that we're doing for renewabl e
15 energy, or sand and gravel. This has resulted
16 because we had essentially 11 applications from
17 oil and gas industry asking to do seism c surveys
18 off the Atlantic.
19 We al so have a renewabl e i ndustry
20 t hat uses seismc surveys to characterize sites,
21 to make sure that the sites they're interested
22 in, they're not going to put a pile like in a gas
23 pocket, or sonething that could be potentially
24 danger ous.
25 And al so for sand and gravel, for
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1 collection of sand resources offshore that are
2 used for beach renourishnment projects, they al so
3 use a nunber of the geol ogi cal and geophysi cal
4  techniques.
5 So, what we wanted to do is take a
6 programmati c approach to this and | ook at all of
7 t hose together, and determ ne what inpacts nmay or
8 may not happen, what kind of, you know,
9 mtigations we m ght or m ght consider inposing.
10 And that's the purpose of this particular
11 docunent, and it's just focused on these surveys.
12 Now, as you can see fromthe
13 schedul e here, we're about at the end of our
14 public hearings. Wuat happens with the NEPA
15 process is you will issue your draft EI'S, which
16 we did at the end of March. And then you w ||
17 solicit comments from anybody who's interested.
18 They can either be witten conmments or we hol d
19 t hese public neetings where you can actually cone
20 and put a statenent in for the record, or just
21 cone and learn a little bit nore information
22 about the project.
23 The cl ose of the comment period for
24 this project, and I'll rem nd you agai n about
25 that later on, is May 30th. So at that point,
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1 after May 30th is when we'll close all the
2 coments comng in, and we'll start going through
3 all them reading every single one of them
4 reading all the transcripts fromthe public
5 neetings, and | ooking for that information that
6 we m ght have m ssed, other things we have to
7 consider, and so forth. Oher information we
8 m ght have to | ook up.
9 So, as | said, we've distributed for
10 t he 60-day coment period. You know, today is
11 the public neeting point where we're | ooking for
12 soliciting any coments that you may want to
13 offer. And again, as Jimsaid, if you have
14 gquestions and you just want to cone and ask us
15 sone questions off the record, that is also fine.
16 Now, | nentioned that we're | ooking
17 just at the Md- and South Atlantic area. What
18 we're trying to do, when you | ook at a NEPA
19 analysis, is you take a proposed action, and in
20 this case, it's all of those G & G-- the seismc
21 surveys and the other geol ogi cal and geophysi cal
22 activities that have been requested for approval
23 fromus, whether it's, again, oil and gas, sand
24 and gravel, or renewables. And that's our
25 proposed acti on.
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1 So then what we do is we take al
2 sorts of subject matter experts, biologists,
3 physi cal oceanographers, archaeol ogi sts,
4 nmet eorol ogists, to look at air quality, folks to
5 | ook at effects to soci oeconom c resources,
6 fishing, all of that. And we |ook at the
7 proposed action, and all of those folks wth all
8 those expertise try to determ ne what the effects
9 could be on all those resource areas.
10 And what we'll also do then is we'll
11 | ook at the different alternatives we canme up
12 wth, which have different mtigations associ ated
13 wth them in determning which alternative is
14 per haps nore protective for that resource, or not
15 as protective.
16 And all that information is put into
17 the draft EIS for coment and review, and then
18 t hi ngs are, you know, finalized and edited based
19 on the public comments that we get, any new
20 I nformati on, we have to.
21 This is sort of a graph to give you
22 an idea of the areas where there has been
23 I nterest expressed, particularly for what we
24 would call the deep seismc, the larger-scale
25 surveys that are done nostly to | ook for

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com

1230 West M orehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

(704) 333-9889


http://www.huseby.com

In Re: Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Evening Session on 04/26/2012 Page 8
1 hydr ocarbon resources, oil and gas resources.
2 And this is sort of a density nmap.
3 So, the darker areas are indicating where there's
4 greater interest, where we've had nultiple
5 operators interested in doing surveys, and the
6 | ighter gray would indicate, you know, |ess
7 I ntensive interest in the surveys.
8 Now, this doesn't take into account
9 that we have mtigations that would -- this
10 doesn't take into account that we are not really
11 considering an alternative that woul d necessarily
12 let all of this happen at once, at the sane tine.
13 So our mtigations are neant to, you know,
14  through various nethods, sort of, you know, avoid
15 that sort of scenario. So, you're just | ooking
16 at where the interest has been.
17 Now, what we're |ooking at, how we
18 consi der, at BOEM how we consider the Atlantic,
19 we actually have four planning areas. There's
20 the North Atlantic up here, the Md-Atlantic,
21 South Atlantic, and there's also a Straits of
22 Florida that's further down here.
23 We are just |ooking at the South
24  Atlantic planning area, and the Md-Atlanti c.
25 And that's what this docunent is covering, and

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com

1230 West M orehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

(704) 333-9889


http://www.huseby.com

In Re: Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
Public Hearing Evening Session on 04/26/2012

Page 9

1 that's what is being considered. ay?

2 So the North Atlantic planning area
3 and the Straits of Florida down here are not

4 under consideration for us to nove ahead wth

5 this level of permtting of seismc surveys.

6 MR. HORAN. Wiy are the other two

7 areas excluded fromthis?

8 M5. LEWANDOWSKI : A good questi on.

9 The question is why are the other two areas

10 excluded. And that's just a call that was nade,
11 you know, by nanagenent, that we're just | ooking
12 at the Md- and South Atlantic.

13 Now, there could be sone things that
14 happen case by case, sone of the renewable

15 projects that are going on in the North Atlantic.
16 You know, we could still consider that with a

17 separ ate NEPA docunent at a separate tine. But |
18 t hi nk because of where the interest, expressed
19 I nterest, and whatever, you know, frankly,
20 political judgnents that have been nade, we're
21 just looking at the Md- and South Atlantic for
22 this effort.
23 MR BENNETT: | think that's
24 predom nantly where the interest was expressed.
25 M5. FLEM NG |'m Lorraine Flem ng.
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1 If you said it, |I mssed when you anticipate

2 havi ng the draft EI'S out.

3 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  Ckay. The

4 question was about having a draft EIS out. W

5 have the draft out. Wat happens --

6 M5. FLEM NG PEI S?

7 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  Yes. The PEIS

8 stays the sane no matter what. There's a draft,

9 and then there's a final.

10 M5. FLEM NG On, okay. |

11 m sunder st ood.

12 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  That's okay.

13 M5. FLEM NG | thought you were

14 going to do anot her docunent based on all the

15 conmments you receive.

16 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  Well, that is

17 true. We are going to do another docunent, but

18 we essentially take -- we try to put the nost

19 robust analysis that we can at the tinme on all

20 the available information in the draft. And that

21 was released on March 30t h.

22 Then we want you to respond to what

23 we've done, and then we |look at all the comrents

24 in the public comrent period, and in all

25 | i kel i hood there wll be a nunmber of revisions
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1 that go to nake the final docunent.

2 So the final isn't just going to be

3 the draft replicated. It's going to -- we're

4 actually going to go through and find those

5 t hi ngs that we m ght have m ssed.

6 M5. FLEM NG  Thank you.

7 MR. BENNETT: And respond to

8 conment s.

9 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  And al so respond
10 to comments. Jimwas just pointing out, within
11 the final EIS we will put in the comments we have
12 received through all the various public neetings
13 and the witten comments that cone in, and we'll
14 respond to them We'll tell you what we've done
15 to the docunent to change it, if we have. And if
16 not, why we don't think a change is necessary.

17 So you'll get to see all of that in the final,
18 also. Al right?
19 Wen we say G & G it's short for
20 geol ogi cal and geophysical. They're basically
21 activities that let you explore either at the
22 surface or directly below the surface, or even
23 far down bel ow the surface, dependi ng what you're
24 trying to do. |If you are trying to |ook for
25 hydr ocar bon resources, you probably will want to
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1 go further down into the substrate, and you'd be
2 | ooki ng at a geophysical survey like a seismc

3 survey that can get an inage of what's down way

4 bel ow, the ocean fl oor.

5 For things |ike renewabl es where you
6 need to maybe consider putting a wnd turbine out
7 there, you probably don't need to go quite so

8 deep. You nmay use a geophysical survey. You nay
9 use sone ot her techniques to basically just

10 characterize the substrate and make sure that you
11 know what's there, and that you know there's not
12 a shi pweck right under where you want to go,

13 there's not a gas pocket there, and it can be

14 done as safely as possible. So this docunent

15 covers all of those activities that would fall in
16 t hose two categori es.

17 And then what we do is we divide it
18 into what we would call routine operations, and
19 t hen accidental events. Routine operations are
20 listed up there.
21 When we do our analysis, for ne as a
22 marine biologist, I wll look at all those things
23 under the routine activities, what's being
24 proposed, what the avail abl e science and ot her
25 i nformation tells ne about what potential effects
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1 are, and I'll wite that up, and I'll cone up

2 Wwth an idea at the end, or a recommendati on, and
3 explain it in the docunent, what | think the

4 effects to ny resource area mght be. And then

5 there's a ot of us that are doing that for

6 di fferent resource areas.

7 So, routine operations are going to
8 be the things we anticipate happeni ng, and of

9 course, there could be accidental events. In the
10 case of these activities, we would basically say
11 an accidental event would nore |likely be a fuel
12 spill froma seismc vessel.

13 And then | nentioned all the

14 different "-ol ogies" that we have. Biology -- so
15 here's an idea of the different things we're

16 | ooking at, the different resource areas that

17 we're looking at. And we do have subject matter
18 experts that are trained wwthin these, wthin

19 BOEM itself, and also with CSA International. W
20 al so bring their perspectives and their expertise
21 in for the analysis, also.
22 Now we have three alternatives, and
23 basically, we'll have a little tiny table at the
24 end of this that will conpare the alternatives.
25 Alternative A would basically have a
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1 suite of neasures in there, one of which would be
2 sone closure areas to protect the North Atlantic
3 Ri ght Whale. The North Atlantic Right Wuale is

4 one of the nost endangered mari ne manmmal species
5 in the world. It is an aninmal that does mgrate
6 up and down the coast of the Atlantic.

7 There are definitely places that the
8 National Marine Fisheries Service, who is the

9 gover nnent agency with the general mandate to

10 protect the Right Whale, there are areas they've
11 I dentified of higher, you know, Ri ght \Whal e use.
12 And we believe that those areas that they sort of
13 al ready put closures on for other activities, we
14 al so believe that needs to be a central part of
15 t he anal ysi s.

16 So alternative A, and I'll show a

17 map in a nonent, basically will show you those

18 areas that we think would automatically be

19 cl osed.
20 It also includes a nunber of what we
21 consi der nore standard mtigation neasures to
22 protect different species out there. Vessel
23 stri ke avoi dance, marine debris awareness,
24 basi cal |y teaching the operators and fol ks that
25 are out there, you know, to be very m ndful of
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1 their trash and their discharges and things |ike
2 that, that could potentially be a problem
3 Alternative B takes all those things
4 in A and adds a few nore to them One of the
5 things it does is it expands those Ri ght Wal e
6 cl osure areas even further. [t also adds one off
7 of Florida for sea turtles that nest in that area
8 for part of the year.
9 It al so does provide what we woul d
10 call basically a separation distance between
11 surveys that m ght be out there at the sane tine.
12 And what we're getting at there is if we require
13 a separation distance, then there is an ability
14 for an aninmal to nove around, and nove through
15 the area without potentially being exposed to
16 noi se, or things that they m ght find disturbing.
17 And then we al so do require passive
18 acoustic nonitoring. Under this one, under
19 alternative A it would be optional. And what
20 that basically neans is as part of the standard
21 mtigation practices for seismc in particular,
22 we do require observers that are just -- their
23 only job is to look for mari ne mammal s and sea
24 turtles. And they will sit on the vessel, on the
25 sei sm ¢ sound source vessel, and there wll be a
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1 pre-determ ned di stance fromthe vessel that they
2 wi [l nonitor.
3 And if a whale or a dol phin or a
4 seal or a turtle cones up in that area, they can
5 call for a shutdown of the operation; or before
6 the operation is started, they have to nake sure
7 that area is clear of those animals before the
8 operation can start up.
9 They al so, conpanies will also be
10 required to do sonething we call ranp-up, which
11 Is basically, they can't turn their sources on
12 full power imrediately. They have to generally
13 add gradually to get up to the full power status.
14 And what we believe that wll do is
15 i f an animal does find the noise to be
16 di sturbing, there's an opportunity for it to
17 become aware of the noise before that full
18 intensity is put out there, and to nove fromthe
19 area if they need be.
20 So, you know, those sorts of things
21 are geared, really, for marine mammal s and f or
22 sea turtles, but they also do provide benefits
23 for other species that are perhaps nobile, such
24 as fish. So it does sort of also apply for them
25 And alternative C would be what we
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1 would consider no action. For oil and gas it

2 woul d be no action because there's nothing that's
3 being permtted out there right now for seismc

4 or for geol ogical surveys for oil and gas.

5 We do have sone things that are

6 bei ng aut horized for renewables and for sand and
7 gravel at this tine. That would continue, but

8 t he renewabl es and sand and gravel surveys are

9 much smaller scale. They tend to use sound

10 sources that are not quite as intense. They

11 don't -- they're not as loud, and like | said,

12 they're small er scal e geographically, neaning

13 they're nmuch nore of a nore pinpoint survey than
14 sone of the ones that are |ooking for oil and

15 gas, that cover a nuch | arger area.

16 So here's alternative A, and this is
17 the Right Wiale closure areas that | first

18 menti oned. And these are the ones that have

19 al ready been established by the National Marine
20 Fi sheries Service, and down here is where you're
21 going to find the R ght Whal e cal ving habitat.
22 This is where a | ot of their cal ving happens,
23 al ong here. This is about a 20 nautical mle
24 di stance fromshore, in all of these areas.
25 And these are areas that NMFS has
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1 established to sl ow vessels down, nostly

2 commerci al vessels that are comng into these

3 ports. And we've basically made the

4 determ nation that any sort of seismc survey

5 that is going to utilize an airgun could al so

6 foll ow these cl osure areas.

7 So if sonmeone is proposing to do a
8 survey w thout an airgun, wth another source

9 that perhaps isn't quite as loud an intensity of
10 noi se, then we woul d consider that during those
11 closure tinmes. But if it's using an airgun, we
12 would not consider it during the closure tines.
13 And you can see here, it lists here, as well as
14 within the docunent, it wll tell you what those
15 closure tines are.

16 Now, alternative B has basically got
17 t hose sane closures, but you'll also see, it's a
18 little harder to see right now, but this little
19 sl ashed area, we've essentially extended the
20 closure of that 20 nautical mles in between all
21 of this. And so, basically within 20 nauti cal
22 mles of the coast, during the tinmes that are
23 | i sted here, we would not consider authorizing
24 any surveys using airguns.
25 For the nost part, | have to say
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1 t hat when you | ook at renewabl e projects and you
2 | ook at sand and gravel, and you | ook at their
3 need for seismc surveys, they do tend not to use
4 ai rguns, because again, these are nuch snall er
5 surveys. They don't need to go as deep into the
6 ocean floor, especially, to | ook at what's bel ow
7 But if it's -- they were to propose
8 to use an airgun, they would be closed off from
9 t hat area, al so.
10 And then down here, and | think on
11 the next slide it shows a little bit nore. This
12 Is off of Brevard County, Florida. This is an
13 area known for sea turtle nesting, and we would
14 al so be having a closure and not authorizing any
15 activities with airguns in that area during that
16 time period.
17 So, conparing all three
18 alternatives, if you look at the tine area
19 closure for the Right Wiales, it is across A and
20 B, and it's expanded in B, as |'ve just showed
21 you in those maps.
22 If you |l ook at our standard seismc
23 survey protocol, you're going find the sane one
24 in Aversus B. Wat you will find different is
25 when we get to the passive acoustic nonitoring.
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1 And what that does is if you have -- we require

2 vi sual observers, but we recognize that these

3 animals are under water a lot, and even if you

4 allow a long period of tine to observe, to nake

5 sure that they haven't cone up to surface, you

6 may still mss sone.

7 And so, industry has devel oped

8 t echnol ogy where you can actually listen for

9 them too. And in alternative A we would say,
10 you know, it's optional whether you wanted to use
11 t hat technol ogy.

12 Alternative B, we would say you have
13 to. \Wiere they mght still use it, evenif it's
14 optional, is at nighttine. R ght now, if they

15 cannot visually observe the zone, they can't

16 start up at night. They have to wait till day.
17 But if they can acoustically listen to it, then
18 they're allowed to start up at night.

19 Now, again, alternative B, though,
20 that would be required at all tines. And there
21 Is a lot of software out there, a lot of training
22 that's going on where you can know what ki nd of
23 animal you're hearing, you can even triangul ate
24 the distance of that animal's noise that you're
25 hearing fromthe vessel. So it's gotten
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1 quite -- the technology has really cone into
2 pl ay.
3 The separation di stance woul d not be
4 in A but it would be in B. And again, that
5 Is -- the thought behind that is to allow that
6 corridor, an extra area for these animals to nove
7 t hrough i f needed.
8 And the protocols, the high
9 resol uti on survey protocols are essentially the
10 sane as a seismc survey protocol. So that woul d
11 be consistent on A and B.
12 A vessel strike avoidance. W have
13 gui dance for that, how you're supposed to, you
14 know, slow down when you' ve observed a whal e
15 woul d be an exanple. And then also the marine
16 debris awareness, that would also be in both A
17 and B.
18 This gives a real, real top-Ievel
19 snapshot of so far what we've determ ned as far
20 as the effects to these different -- at least to
21 the resource areas that we have identified in
22 this table.
23 Where you can see that there's a
24 greater potential for effects is going to be with
25 mari ne manmal s, where you see it's listed as
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1 noderate. Sea turtles would also be the other

2 one. And that's because these are activities

3 that, particularly seismc surveys, that do

4 generate noise. And we know enough to know t hat
5 the noise that a | ot of these sound sources

6 generate is within the hearing ranges of nmany

7 mari ne manmal s, and sea turtles to sone extent.

8 So if an animal can hear it, then we have to | ook
9 at whether or not it is bothersone to them

10 And that depends on a | ot of

11 factors. It depends on, you know, what the

12 animal's doing at that particular nonent. |If

13 it's an animal that's heard the noise before,

14 hasn't heard the noise before; do they have a

15 calf nearby, or they don't; are they feeding, are
16 t hey not.

17 It is very, very context specific.
18 So you do have to nake sone general concl usions,
19 but we've gone through all that, and basically
20 have conme up with these determ nations with the
21 mtigations considered in each one, what we think
22 the potential effects m ght be.
23 And then, also, this analysis is
24 used for the National Environnental Policy Act,
25 but there's a suite of other statutes that we
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1 also comply with. W will use an analysis from
2 this, as well as sone additional information, to
3 do an Endangered Species Act consultation, and we
4 wll essentially, under that, you work with
5 Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service and the Fish
6 and Wldlife Service, and you just do an
7 anal ysis, a robust analysis, on endangered
8 species, and any of their habitat that's been
9 desi gnat ed.
10 And you work with the services, and
11 I f they decided there needs to be an additi onal
12 mtigation added, then that's sonething you would
13 al so incorporate into your action.
14 We do the sane sort of thing under
15 the National Hi storic Preservation Act. W want
16 to make sure that cultural resources that are out
17 t here, shipwecks, all those sorts of things, are
18 pr ot ect ed.
19 And al so, there's the
20 Magnuson- St evens Fi shery Conservati on Managenent
21 Act. And what that has us do is work with the
22 National Marine Fisheries Service to | ook at
23 effects to fish habitat and fisheries, and that's
24 sonet hing that we al so go through.
25 And then we have a cooperating
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1 agency on this docunent with us, and that's the
2 National Marine Fisheries Service. And a

3 conpany, if they're going to be doing a survey,

4 I f we authorize a survey that could potentially
5 | npact a nmarine manmal, they will have to go to
6 NMFS to get the appropriate authorization.

7 So, by NMFS cooperating with us, we
8 produce one NEPA docunent that both agencies can
9 use. So we nmake sure the sorts of things that

10 they'll need to have anal yzed are included in our
11 docunent, and it makes for sone, you know,

12 better, nore efficient governnment that way.

13 Next steps. We'Il continue to take
14 coments, whether witten comments -- and |'|

15 show you the address for those -- or fromthe

16 public neetings, up until May 30th. At that

17 time, we will close the comment period, and we
18 wll honestly and truly go through every conment
19 we've received. W'Ill read every letter, we'll
20 | ook at all the transcripts that were done from
21 all the various public hearings that we've done.
22 And the participation at the hearings has ranged
23 froma few fol ks, sone of them have had 80 at one
24 neeting. So there will definitely be a |l ot of
25 coments that we'll be able to go through.
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1 And we'll find those areas of things
2 we mssed, where you all have raised sonething

3 that we have forgotten or we haven't thought

4 about, and then we'll determne if there needs to
5 be a change to the docunent. And like |I said

6 earlier on, we'll respond in the final EIS to all
7 of those comments. You'll see what the response
8 was.

9 And of course, in many cases we may
10 group them if they're simlar coments, but

11 you'll get a general idea of what our thoughts

12 are about the comment, and then if we've nade any
13 changes to the docunent.

14 And then cone Novenber, we hope --
15 of this year, we hope to have the final EI' S

16 conpleted. At that point, the EIS as well as

17 t he other consultations we've done, and what has
18 resulted fromthem wll go in front of our

19 director. And he will look at all of that, | ook
20 at all of the information that's in there and the
21 advice that's in there, and he'll make a fi nal
22 deci sion on what BOEMw Il do with these
23 requests. And that record and decision, how that
24 conmes out, that will be issued in Decenber of
25 this year, is our current plan.
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1 And then just depl oying out here,

2 you do, besides today, you have the opportunity,
3 of course, to provide sone oral comments, or if

4 you have sonething witten up you want to hand to
5 us, that's also fine.

6 There's also an e-nmail address and a
7 mai | i ng address, if you want to send sonething to
8 t hose before May 30th. And | would al so point

9 out that we do have a website for this project,
10 and | believe it's on the materials you may have
11 gotten out front, that website is |listed. So you
12 don't necessarily have to wite it all down from
13 her e.

14 On that website you'll find copies
15 of the applications we received. You can see

16 where different conpanies are asking to do

17 surveys. You'll be able to see an explanation in
18 greater detail of what a geol ogical survey is,

19 what a geophysical survey is, the different |aws
20 that we need to conply with. So there's a | ot of
21 additional information there, and | woul d point
22 you there if you have any questi ons.
23 Go ahead.
24 M5. FLEM NG Are your --
25 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  Your name agai n.
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1 You just have to do your nane.
2 M5. FLEM NG Oh. Lorraine Flem ng.
3 Are your slides on the website?
4 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  They wi Il | be.
5 M5. FLEM NG  Excel | ent.
6 MR. BENNETT: They're supposed to be
7 up next week. @ilf of Mexico Regional Ofice is
8 handling that, and they told us it would be up
9 next week.
10 M5. FLEM NG  Very good. Thank you.
11 M5. LEWANDOWBKI : Because soneti nes
12 you start with a presentation, and based off of
13 peopl e want different things, you end up with
14 sonething maybe a little different as you go
15 t hrough the hearings. So that's why it cones
16 afterwards. kay?
17 Al right. Well then, 1'Il turn it
18 back over to Jim and he can give you sone
19 I nstructions on if you want to go ahead and offer
20 any comments at this tine.
21 MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Jill. W
22 do have one speaker who is registered to speak,
23 and we can accommpbdate that. Again, | want to
24 point out to you that we have a nunber of subject
25 matter experts here. |f you have questions or
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1 you want to discuss sone issues, we'll be happy

2 to stick around and do that with you.

3 Normal |y we ask people to

4 self-police their comments to three m nutes, but
5 given the extent of the speakers list, | think

6 we'll be okay in that departnment this evening.

7 And | do ask that you address your

8 comments to the panel, and we will have an

9 opportunity, after the regi stered speaker talks,
10 I f anybody el se wants to speak, they will be

11  welcone to do so.

12 So, we can start with Ruth Ann

13 Purchase. You can use the m crophone over there.
14 M5. PURCHASE: M nane is Ruth Ann
15 Purchase, P-u-r-c-h-a-s-e, just |ike when you buy
16 sonething. I'msorry | was a bit late. | am

17 wondering if the transcripts wll be avail abl e.
18 MR BENNETT: Yes.

19 M5. PURCHASE: Yes?
20 MR. BENNETT: The transcripts are a
21 matter of public record. They wll be avail able.
22 M5. PURCHASE: Through the website?
23 MR. BENNETT: | don't think they get
24 posted on the website, but upon request we can
25 provide them W don't usually get themfor sone
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1 time after the hearing, so they're not sonething
2 that will be posted next week.
3 M5. PURCHASE: But before the
4 deci sions are nade, we get to see all the
5 different hearing --
6 MR. BENNETT: Again, | don't believe
7 they'll be posted, but they would be avail abl e,
8 yes. You can contact us through the website, and
9 | can give you ny card.
10 M5. PURCHASE: Thank you. | have
11 three points that | was requested to nake, and |
12 amsorry | was a little bit |ate.
13 First of all, there's a request that
14 conpl ete disclosure of all |obbying activity on
15 this subject, as well as international
16 corporations' funding of academ c research, of
17 all the offshore research, especially the
18 wvalidity of mtigation neasures.
19 The public would like to see who is
20 pushing for this to be done, and who is funding
21 the research itself, who funds the academc
22 | aboratories that are doing the research, since
23 we understand that so nmuch of the notivation
24 cones from people who do want to make profit from
25 this work.
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1 Secondly, fromthe organizations
2 that | participate in, we have understood that
3 many environnental scientists, especially
4 I nternational scientists, are definitively
5 declaring that there is no energy requirenent for
6 an increase in natural gas or oil. And that if
7 the current |evel of funding dedicated to this
8 particul ar project alone were dedicated to energy
9 efficiency and energy reduction, |ess polluting
10 and | ess danmagi ng processes woul d devel op, which
11  would be nore in alignnment with the general
12 I nternati onal environnental reconmendati ons.
13 Thirdly, the nost val uable cul tural
14 resources that would be disturbed are not rel ated
15 to nodern shi pwecks or tourism but the ancient
16 cities of the original places -- of the original
17 peopl e, and sacred places, which sone believe
18 have an anci ent w sdom under st ood, and which
19 nodern sci ence ignores, which nay be why we're in
20 t he dangerous situation we're in today.
21 | would Iike to know personally if
22 there's anyone here in the roomthat can answer
23 the question, | would Iike an answer tonight to
24 be able to take back to people, about the process
25 for disclosure of who's funding the research, and
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1 especially the mtigation aspect, and how Native
2 Anmericans are being included in the process of

3 eval uati ng the damages that woul d be done.

4 Recogni zing that in sone ways, a

5 50-foot increase in our oceans at this point

6 woul d destroy a | ot nore of our natural

7 resources, everyone's thinking about how we

8 protect ancient resources, and what m ght be

9 di scovered and | earned about the ancient w sdom
10 of anci ent peopl e.

11 So that is a question that | would
12 like to be able to respond to as | go back to the
13 organi zations that sent ne tonight.

14 Thank you very nuch.

15 MR. BENNETT: Thank you for your

16 comments. Normally we would provide, be able to
17 respond to points of clarification. | don't have
18 an answer for your first question there. W']|

19 have to do sone research to be able to give you a
20 conpl et e enough answer.
21 The second question that you asked
22 I's al so much nore involved than we can get into
23 here. However, | do want to assure you of the
24 consul tation processes that we tal ked about, that
25 Jill mentioned earlier.
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1 We have several processes that we

2 have to pursue with Native Anerican conmmunities,

3 I ncl udi ng gover nnent -t o- gover nnent consul tati ons,

4 and the 106 process under the National Historic

5 Preservati on Act.

6 But with that as an overview, if you

7 want nore specific information, we would have

8 to -- we'd have to do sone nore research on it.

9 M5. PURCHASE: | was infornmed that
10 Nati ve Anericans have requested that the process
11 be sl owed down for further investigation of the
12 possi bl e cultural resource damage, and that --

13 that no change in the tineline has been all owed
14 for that. And they have -- they don't have the
15 funding for |awers to request that further.
16 So maybe you could clarify that.
17 Has any --
18 MR. BENNETT: Well, | can't clarify
19 it any further, but we can take your comments,
20 and we wll respond to it in the final
21 envi ronnent al i npact statenent.
22 M5. PURCHASE: Ckay. Thank you.
23 MR. BENNETT: That is all of the
24 regi stered speakers. Anyone who has not had an
25 opportunity to speak, please step to the
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m crophone. State your nane, please for the
court reporter.

M5. FLEM NG Yes, ny nane is
Lorraine Flem ng, and that's Fleming wwth one M
| wanted to first of all thank you for holding a
hearing in Delaware. That's a rare occurrence
for a Federal agency to hold it here in Del aware,
and | thought | should attend for that reason.

But -- and |I' m wondering how many
people were at the 1:007?

M5. LEWANDOWEBKI :  Seven, | think.

IMR. BENNETT: Seven.

M5. FLEM NG  Seven? Well, | was at
a Sea Grant Advisory Council neeting this
norning, and sitting at the sane table with our
coastal managenent program nmanager, and she
didn't know about this. | had to tell her about
it, and she quickly sent a staff nenber up from
Dover to attend. | presune he was here this
af t er noon.

But at any rate, | amplanning to
submt comments by the 30th of May, but | had
sone things, and | have gone through the
docunents in a very cursory nanner.

And t hank you for your good
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1 presentation about the biota. | ama
2 bi ol ogi st/ ecol ogi st by trade, and | retired. |'m
3 wondering if you have had the benefit of
4 Del aware's marine spatial planning docunent?
5 The -- this was a one-year study by graduate
6 students primarily working under Dr. Jereny
7 Firestone in our University of Delaware' Coll ege
8 of Earth, Ocean and Environnent. It was partly
9 funded by the Sea G ant program
10 Anyway, there was a workshop in
11 Novenber, nuch like this one, to pick up on
12 i nformation that they m ght have m ssed, that
13 people there -- and there were a | ot of
14 pr of essi onal, technical people in attendance.
15 And there were two staff people fromyour agency
16 there, and | hope you're all talking to each
17 ot her .
18 This is brand new. This docunent is
19 the final now, and in Novenber we were worKking
20 fromdrafts. But there are excellent
21 conpi lations of data in graphic formin here,
22 much of it dealing with -- well, this is pointed
23 at w nd energy devel opnent offshore.
24 And a lot of it has to do with sea
25 birds, which is not a concern in this case. But
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1 there also is a great deal about mgratory narine
2 mammal s, and that is obviously a primary concern
3 of yours, as well as mne and others in Del awnare.
4 Now, there has been -- if you don't
5 have this, you can obtain it al nost inmediately.
6 This was issued April 9th, so | doubt that it was
7 I ncorporated directly into your work in the draft
8 PEIS. But there has been work done in the past
9 i n Del aware concerning investigation of the oil
10 and gas potential of the Quter Continental Shelf.
11  And | don't think that our Del aware Geol ogi cal
12 Survey peopl e knew about this, either. | think I
13 was instrunmental in informng them but nmaybe a
14 little too | ate.
15 And | was | ooking for sonething --
16 report of investigations nunber 36, fromthe DGS,
17 hi story of oil and gas exploration in the
18 M d-Atlantic region, and Del aware's invol venent
19 in the Federal OCS | easing program
20 Now that's, you know, old stuff, but
21 nevertheless, in the -- in the executive sumary,
22 which is as far as |'ve been able to get -- |
23 know there are sone graphics further on that
24 maybe I'Il get to explore, but | found this on ny
25 conputer, on ny e-mail, at 5:00 this afternoon.
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1 Anyway, it says three Md-Atlantic
2 | ease sales were held, sale 40 in 1976, sale 49
3 in 1978, and sale 59 in 1981. A total of 361

4 tracts were offered, and the industry paid nearly
5 $1.5 billion in bonus noney for 187 of these

6 tracts.

7 From 1978 t hrough 1981, there were
8 28 wells drilled, ranging in total depth from

9 13,000 to 18,000 feet. Five wells encountered
10 significant oil and gas on a small part of their
11 maj or target structure. Two others, plus the --
12 | don't know, this is the | DCOSTB3 wel I,

13 encountered m nor gas shows.

14 Results fromthe five well group

15 wth significant hydrocarbon shows indicate a

16 total of 88.45 mllion cubic feet of gas per day.
17 Sone condensate, and 630 barrels per day of oil.
18 Now, and there -- as far as | know,
19 there was no further exploration, because
20 basically it was off limts. But |I'm wondering
21  why now, other than that there's renewed
22 interest? W in Delaware are very focused on
23 devel opi ng our offshore wnd resource, and I, in
24 addition to ny concern about the inpact to biota,
25 | think there will be conflict.
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If you look at this, you will see

t hat once every -- everything that will be

conflicting or obstructing is ruled out, there is

a very narrow area |left of the wind -- designated

wi nd energy areas, WEAs, in your organization.

And | think that nost of the constraints that are

identified in here would be al so constraints for
oil and gas investigation.

So, | hope that you will be able to,

you know, get ahold of these other materials, and

pi pe that in.

And by the way, Ms. Purchase, at the

wor kshop | referred to in Novenber, there were

menbers of two Native Anerican tribes there, one

from Massachusetts, and one from Del aware, aski ng

for consideration in an investigation in terns of
this. | haven't had a chance to see whet her
there's any new informati on entered in.

M5. PURCHASE: They got no response
fromthat.

MR. BENNETT: Ckay.

M5. PURCHASE: They requested a
del ay, but they got no response.

M5. FLEM NG No. |'mtalking about

the marine spatial planning that Del aware did.
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1 So --
2 MR. BENNETT: Okay. The information
3 you're identifying, | don't know exactly the
4 status of it with regard to the preparation of
5 the draft EI'S, but we will take note of it, we
6 wi Il determ ne whether it is information that we
7 shoul d be including. And | appreciate your
8 bringing that to our attention.
9 M5. FLEM NG Well, it should be in
10 your agency.
11 MR BENNETT: |'mpretty sure -- |
12 know we have the Firestone report.
13 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  The draft was done
14 prior to March, of the EIS so --
15 M5. FLEM NG Yes.
16 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  We have seen the
17 report, yes.
18 MR. BENNETT: And we will determ ne
19 whether there's information that needs to be
20 I ncorporated into the final.
21 M5. LEWANDOWSKI :  Sonme of it is
22 already in there, but --
23 M5. FLEM NG And the work done
24 earlier? | -- that nust be of sone val ue.
25 M5. LEWANDOWBKI :  Ch, yeah.
Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com

1230 West M orehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

(704) 333-9889


http://www.huseby.com

In Re: Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Evening Session on 04/26/2012 Page 39

1 Absolutely.

2 M5. FLEM NG Perhaps it was one of

3 the things that pronpted the 11 applications. |

4 don't know.

5 MR BENNETT: Possible. W're

6 famliar wth that, yes.

7 M5. FLEM NG Well, thank you again

8 for comng to Del awnare.

9 MR. BENNETT: Thank you. dad to be
10 here. Anyone el se who has not had an opportunity
11 to speak that would like to say anything? |If
12 not, does anybody who has al ready spoken wi sh to
13 speak agai n?

14 M5. PURCHASE: | would -- | would

15 just like -- Ruth Ann Purchase again. | would

16 just like to know - -

17 MR. BENNETT: Could you go to the

18 m cr ophone, pl ease.

19 M5. PURCHASE: Yeah. | am curious

20 about how this was advertised, since nmany of the

21 organi zations |'m connected with didn't get word

22 of it until yesterday.

23 MR. BENNETT: Yeah. | can clarify

24 that for you. W did publish a public notice in

25 t he Federal Register, and ny understanding is we
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1 al so advertised in the WI m ngton paper, the
2 | ocal paper in WI m ngton.
3 M5. MADSEN: And nedi a advi sories
4 were al so issued to the press throughout the
5 regi on.
6 M5. PURCHASE: Wuld you say that
7 agai n?
8 M5. MADSEN:. We had a nedia advisory
9 that was sent out, with all of the neetings
10 listed, and it's al so posted on our website.
11 M5. PURCHASE: Were was it sent,
12 t he nedi a advi sories?
13 M5. MADSEN. Sent to regional nedia,
14 and sent to outlets in the D.C. area that have
15 affiliates in this area.
16 M5. PURCHASE: Regional nedia
17 received this docunent?
18 MR. BENNETT: No. They didn't
19 receive the docunent. They received the press
20 rel eases.
21 M5. MADSEN: The press advisory.
22 M5. PURCHASE: How | ong ago?
23 M5. MADSEN: |'d have to | ook up the
24 date, but it's been wthin the past couple weeks
25 that the advisory went out.
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M5. FLEM NG | was advi sed by
soneone who apparently saw the notice in the
Federal Register, but | don't believe any of the
media carried this |locally.

M5. MADSEN: It's possible, yeah.

MR. BENNETT: These are standard
procedures for notification of public hearings
that we pursue. And as far as | know, they've
been -- they've been fulfilled for this one, as
wel |l as the other eight neetings that we' ve had.

kay. Any ot her questions,

conment s?

MR HORAN: |'mCharlie Horan. 1I|'d
| i ke to address that question. | didn't see it
t hrough any of those. | sawit on the internet.

MR. BENNETT: Ckay.

MR. HORAN. Just a standard when |
go on in the norning, | see AOL news or

sonething, and it was |isted, one of the things
that automatically cones to ny inbox. So I'm
sure anybody that's got their name out there for
anyt hi ng woul d have seen that, | think. | can
hardly believe soneone | ooking for it wouldn't
have found it.

MR. BENNETT: Gkay. Thank you.
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1 Ckay. Are there any other comments? Ckay.
2 Well, like | said, we will be around. [|'d like
3 to remnd you that the comment period cl oses on
4 May 30th. Even though you haven't -- even though
5 you may not have gotten your comments in today,
6 we can receive comments until the 30th of My,
7 either by snail mail or through the web. And
8 we'll treat them they will be treated with equal
9 consi derati on.
10 And since there's nobody further to
11 speak, | think we're done. Thank you very nuch.
12  Adj our ned.
13 (Hearing concluded at 7:47 p.m)
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
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25
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1 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
2
3 I, JULI ANNE LaBADI A, Regi stered Di pl omate
4 Reporter and Notary Public, do hereby certify
5 that the foregoing record, pages 1 through 43
6 I nclusive, is a true and accurate transcript of
7 nmy stenographic notes taken on April 26, 2012, in
8 t he above-capti oned matter.
9 I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny
10 hand and seal this 2nd day of My, 2012, at
11 WI m ngton.
12
13
14
15
16 Jul i anne LaBadi a, RDR, CRR
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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 1                MR. BENNETT:  Okay.  I guess we can

 2   get going.  I appreciate you being here.  I'd

 3   like to welcome you to this public hearing on the

 4   draft programmatic environmental impact statement

 5   for geological and geophysical activities in the

 6   Mid- and South Atlantic.

 7                My name is Jim Bennett.  I'm the

 8   Chief of the Division of Environmental Assessment

 9   for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.

10                Safety first.  You know where the

11   exits are.  Stairs are over by the elevator, and

12   the restrooms are to the left of our registration

13   desk.

14                We are the Bureau of Ocean Energy

15   Management.  We are a bureau within the United

16   States Department of the Interior, and we are

17   responsible for the development and environmental

18   protection of national resources of the Outer

19   Continental Shelf.

20                We are here to take your comments.

21   As I understand it, no one has actually signed up

22   to comment at this point, but there will be

23   opportunity to comment.  But at the same time,

24   we're going to provide you a little information,

25   and we have a number of people here that are
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 1   available to discuss any issues with you outside

 2   of the formal receipt of comments.

 3                That includes Jill Lewandowski from

 4   our office in Washington, in Herndon.  She's a

 5   marine biologist; Megan Butterworth, who is a

 6   marine biologist in our headquarters office.

 7   Caren Madsen is also here from our Office of

 8   Public Affairs.

 9                And we have a couple of people from

10   CSA International who do a lot of consulting work

11   for us on the Outer Continental Shelf activities,

12   including Kim Olsen, who is the deputy project

13   manager, and Robin Schuricht, who's outside at

14   the desk.

15                With that, I'm going to turn it over

16   to Jill to give you a little background on what

17   the project is, and then we'll get to the

18   comments.  Thank you.

19                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Okay.  I think

20   since we have a nice small group, if there are

21   any questions as I'm going through this, anything

22   you want further clarification on, you know, just

23   feel free to stop and ask your questions.

24                MR. BENNETT REPORTER:  And identify

25   yourself for the record when you do so.
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 1                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Oh, yes.  And

 2   please identify yourself for the record.  Okay.

 3   We're here tonight to talk about an environmental

 4   impact statement that we're developing under the

 5   National Environmental Policy Act, and it's

 6   dealing with the geological and geophysical

 7   activities in the Mid-Atlantic and the South

 8   Atlantic planning area.  We'll see a map in a

 9   moment where I'll show you exactly what area

10   we're talking about.

11                This is something that is, you know,

12   a separate process from any sort of five-year

13   planning that we do for oil and gas development,

14   or planning that we're doing for renewable

15   energy, or sand and gravel.  This has resulted

16   because we had essentially 11 applications from

17   oil and gas industry asking to do seismic surveys

18   off the Atlantic.

19                We also have a renewable industry

20   that uses seismic surveys to characterize sites,

21   to make sure that the sites they're interested

22   in, they're not going to put a pile like in a gas

23   pocket, or something that could be potentially

24   dangerous.

25                And also for sand and gravel, for
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 1   collection of sand resources offshore that are

 2   used for beach renourishment projects, they also

 3   use a number of the geological and geophysical

 4   techniques.

 5                So, what we wanted to do is take a

 6   programmatic approach to this and look at all of

 7   those together, and determine what impacts may or

 8   may not happen, what kind of, you know,

 9   mitigations we might or might consider imposing.

10   And that's the purpose of this particular

11   document, and it's just focused on these surveys.

12                Now, as you can see from the

13   schedule here, we're about at the end of our

14   public hearings.  What happens with the NEPA

15   process is you will issue your draft EIS, which

16   we did at the end of March.  And then you will

17   solicit comments from anybody who's interested.

18   They can either be written comments or we hold

19   these public meetings where you can actually come

20   and put a statement in for the record, or just

21   come and learn a little bit more information

22   about the project.

23                The close of the comment period for

24   this project, and I'll remind you again about

25   that later on, is May 30th.  So at that point,
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 1   after May 30th is when we'll close all the

 2   comments coming in, and we'll start going through

 3   all them, reading every single one of them,

 4   reading all the transcripts from the public

 5   meetings, and looking for that information that

 6   we might have missed, other things we have to

 7   consider, and so forth.  Other information we

 8   might have to look up.

 9                So, as I said, we've distributed for

10   the 60-day comment period.  You know, today is

11   the public meeting point where we're looking for

12   soliciting any comments that you may want to

13   offer.  And again, as Jim said, if you have

14   questions and you just want to come and ask us

15   some questions off the record, that is also fine.

16                Now, I mentioned that we're looking

17   just at the Mid- and South Atlantic area.  What

18   we're trying to do, when you look at a NEPA

19   analysis, is you take a proposed action, and in

20   this case, it's all of those G & G -- the seismic

21   surveys and the other geological and geophysical

22   activities that have been requested for approval

23   from us, whether it's, again, oil and gas, sand

24   and gravel, or renewables.  And that's our

25   proposed action.

�

0007

 1                So then what we do is we take all

 2   sorts of subject matter experts, biologists,

 3   physical oceanographers, archaeologists,

 4   meteorologists, to look at air quality, folks to

 5   look at effects to socioeconomic resources,

 6   fishing, all of that.  And we look at the

 7   proposed action, and all of those folks with all

 8   those expertise try to determine what the effects

 9   could be on all those resource areas.

10                And what we'll also do then is we'll

11   look at the different alternatives we came up

12   with, which have different mitigations associated

13   with them, in determining which alternative is

14   perhaps more protective for that resource, or not

15   as protective.

16                And all that information is put into

17   the draft EIS for comment and review, and then

18   things are, you know, finalized and edited based

19   on the public comments that we get, any new

20   information, we have to.

21                This is sort of a graph to give you

22   an idea of the areas where there has been

23   interest expressed, particularly for what we

24   would call the deep seismic, the larger-scale

25   surveys that are done mostly to look for
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 1   hydrocarbon resources, oil and gas resources.

 2                And this is sort of a density map.

 3   So, the darker areas are indicating where there's

 4   greater interest, where we've had multiple

 5   operators interested in doing surveys, and the

 6   lighter gray would indicate, you know, less

 7   intensive interest in the surveys.

 8                Now, this doesn't take into account

 9   that we have mitigations that would -- this

10   doesn't take into account that we are not really

11   considering an alternative that would necessarily

12   let all of this happen at once, at the same time.

13   So our mitigations are meant to, you know,

14   through various methods, sort of, you know, avoid

15   that sort of scenario.  So, you're just looking

16   at where the interest has been.

17                Now, what we're looking at, how we

18   consider, at BOEM, how we consider the Atlantic,

19   we actually have four planning areas.  There's

20   the North Atlantic up here, the Mid-Atlantic,

21   South Atlantic, and there's also a Straits of

22   Florida that's further down here.

23                We are just looking at the South

24   Atlantic planning area, and the Mid-Atlantic.

25   And that's what this document is covering, and
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 1   that's what is being considered.  Okay?

 2                So the North Atlantic planning area

 3   and the Straits of Florida down here are not

 4   under consideration for us to move ahead with

 5   this level of permitting of seismic surveys.

 6                MR. HORAN:  Why are the other two

 7   areas excluded from this?

 8                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  A good question.

 9   The question is why are the other two areas

10   excluded.  And that's just a call that was made,

11   you know, by management, that we're just looking

12   at the Mid- and South Atlantic.

13                Now, there could be some things that

14   happen case by case, some of the renewable

15   projects that are going on in the North Atlantic.

16   You know, we could still consider that with a

17   separate NEPA document at a separate time.  But I

18   think because of where the interest, expressed

19   interest, and whatever, you know, frankly,

20   political judgments that have been made, we're

21   just looking at the Mid- and South Atlantic for

22   this effort.

23                MR. BENNETT:  I think that's

24   predominantly where the interest was expressed.

25                MS. FLEMING:  I'm Lorraine Fleming.
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 1   If you said it, I missed when you anticipate

 2   having the draft EIS out.

 3                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Okay.  The

 4   question was about having a draft EIS out.  We

 5   have the draft out.  What happens --

 6                MS. FLEMING:  PEIS?

 7                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Yes.  The PEIS

 8   stays the same no matter what.  There's a draft,

 9   and then there's a final.

10                MS. FLEMING:  Oh, okay.  I

11   misunderstood.

12                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  That's okay.

13                MS. FLEMING:  I thought you were

14   going to do another document based on all the

15   comments you receive.

16                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Well, that is

17   true.  We are going to do another document, but

18   we essentially take -- we try to put the most

19   robust analysis that we can at the time on all

20   the available information in the draft.  And that

21   was released on March 30th.

22                Then we want you to respond to what

23   we've done, and then we look at all the comments

24   in the public comment period, and in all

25   likelihood there will be a number of revisions
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 1   that go to make the final document.

 2                So the final isn't just going to be

 3   the draft replicated.  It's going to -- we're

 4   actually going to go through and find those

 5   things that we might have missed.

 6                MS. FLEMING:  Thank you.

 7                MR. BENNETT:  And respond to

 8   comments.

 9                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  And also respond

10   to comments.  Jim was just pointing out, within

11   the final EIS we will put in the comments we have

12   received through all the various public meetings

13   and the written comments that come in, and we'll

14   respond to them.  We'll tell you what we've done

15   to the document to change it, if we have.  And if

16   not, why we don't think a change is necessary.

17   So you'll get to see all of that in the final,

18   also.  All right?

19                When we say G & G, it's short for

20   geological and geophysical.  They're basically

21   activities that let you explore either at the

22   surface or directly below the surface, or even

23   far down below the surface, depending what you're

24   trying to do.  If you are trying to look for

25   hydrocarbon resources, you probably will want to
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 1   go further down into the substrate, and you'd be

 2   looking at a geophysical survey like a seismic

 3   survey that can get an image of what's down way

 4   below, the ocean floor.

 5                For things like renewables where you

 6   need to maybe consider putting a wind turbine out

 7   there, you probably don't need to go quite so

 8   deep.  You may use a geophysical survey.  You may

 9   use some other techniques to basically just

10   characterize the substrate and make sure that you

11   know what's there, and that you know there's not

12   a shipwreck right under where you want to go,

13   there's not a gas pocket there, and it can be

14   done as safely as possible.  So this document

15   covers all of those activities that would fall in

16   those two categories.

17                And then what we do is we divide it

18   into what we would call routine operations, and

19   then accidental events.  Routine operations are

20   listed up there.

21                When we do our analysis, for me as a

22   marine biologist, I will look at all those things

23   under the routine activities, what's being

24   proposed, what the available science and other

25   information tells me about what potential effects
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 1   are, and I'll write that up, and I'll come up

 2   with an idea at the end, or a recommendation, and

 3   explain it in the document, what I think the

 4   effects to my resource area might be.  And then

 5   there's a lot of us that are doing that for

 6   different resource areas.

 7                So, routine operations are going to

 8   be the things we anticipate happening, and of

 9   course, there could be accidental events.  In the

10   case of these activities, we would basically say

11   an accidental event would more likely be a fuel

12   spill from a seismic vessel.

13                And then I mentioned all the

14   different "-ologies" that we have.  Biology -- so

15   here's an idea of the different things we're

16   looking at, the different resource areas that

17   we're looking at.  And we do have subject matter

18   experts that are trained within these, within

19   BOEM itself, and also with CSA International.  We

20   also bring their perspectives and their expertise

21   in for the analysis, also.

22                Now we have three alternatives, and

23   basically, we'll have a little tiny table at the

24   end of this that will compare the alternatives.

25                Alternative A would basically have a
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 1   suite of measures in there, one of which would be

 2   some closure areas to protect the North Atlantic

 3   Right Whale.  The North Atlantic Right Whale is

 4   one of the most endangered marine mammal species

 5   in the world.  It is an animal that does migrate

 6   up and down the coast of the Atlantic.

 7                There are definitely places that the

 8   National Marine Fisheries Service, who is the

 9   government agency with the general mandate to

10   protect the Right Whale, there are areas they've

11   identified of higher, you know, Right Whale use.

12   And we believe that those areas that they sort of

13   already put closures on for other activities, we

14   also believe that needs to be a central part of

15   the analysis.

16                So alternative A, and I'll show a

17   map in a moment, basically will show you those

18   areas that we think would automatically be

19   closed.

20                It also includes a number of what we

21   consider more standard mitigation measures to

22   protect different species out there.  Vessel

23   strike avoidance, marine debris awareness,

24   basically teaching the operators and folks that

25   are out there, you know, to be very mindful of
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 1   their trash and their discharges and things like

 2   that, that could potentially be a problem.

 3                Alternative B takes all those things

 4   in A and adds a few more to them.  One of the

 5   things it does is it expands those Right Whale

 6   closure areas even further.  It also adds one off

 7   of Florida for sea turtles that nest in that area

 8   for part of the year.

 9                It also does provide what we would

10   call basically a separation distance between

11   surveys that might be out there at the same time.

12   And what we're getting at there is if we require

13   a separation distance, then there is an ability

14   for an animal to move around, and move through

15   the area without potentially being exposed to

16   noise, or things that they might find disturbing.

17                And then we also do require passive

18   acoustic monitoring.  Under this one, under

19   alternative A it would be optional.  And what

20   that basically means is as part of the standard

21   mitigation practices for seismic in particular,

22   we do require observers that are just -- their

23   only job is to look for marine mammals and sea

24   turtles.  And they will sit on the vessel, on the

25   seismic sound source vessel, and there will be a
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 1   pre-determined distance from the vessel that they

 2   will monitor.

 3                And if a whale or a dolphin or a

 4   seal or a turtle comes up in that area, they can

 5   call for a shutdown of the operation; or before

 6   the operation is started, they have to make sure

 7   that area is clear of those animals before the

 8   operation can start up.

 9                They also, companies will also be

10   required to do something we call ramp-up, which

11   is basically, they can't turn their sources on

12   full power immediately.  They have to generally

13   add gradually to get up to the full power status.

14                And what we believe that will do is

15   if an animal does find the noise to be

16   disturbing, there's an opportunity for it to

17   become aware of the noise before that full

18   intensity is put out there, and to move from the

19   area if they need be.

20                So, you know, those sorts of things

21   are geared, really, for marine mammals and for

22   sea turtles, but they also do provide benefits

23   for other species that are perhaps mobile, such

24   as fish.  So it does sort of also apply for them.

25                And alternative C would be what we
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 1   would consider no action.  For oil and gas it

 2   would be no action because there's nothing that's

 3   being permitted out there right now for seismic

 4   or for geological surveys for oil and gas.

 5                We do have some things that are

 6   being authorized for renewables and for sand and

 7   gravel at this time.  That would continue, but

 8   the renewables and sand and gravel surveys are

 9   much smaller scale.  They tend to use sound

10   sources that are not quite as intense.  They

11   don't -- they're not as loud, and like I said,

12   they're smaller scale geographically, meaning

13   they're much more of a more pinpoint survey than

14   some of the ones that are looking for oil and

15   gas, that cover a much larger area.

16                So here's alternative A, and this is

17   the Right Whale closure areas that I first

18   mentioned.  And these are the ones that have

19   already been established by the National Marine

20   Fisheries Service, and down here is where you're

21   going to find the Right Whale calving habitat.

22   This is where a lot of their calving happens,

23   along here.  This is about a 20 nautical mile

24   distance from shore, in all of these areas.

25                And these are areas that NMFS has
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 1   established to slow vessels down, mostly

 2   commercial vessels that are coming into these

 3   ports.  And we've basically made the

 4   determination that any sort of seismic survey

 5   that is going to utilize an airgun could also

 6   follow these closure areas.

 7                So if someone is proposing to do a

 8   survey without an airgun, with another source

 9   that perhaps isn't quite as loud an intensity of

10   noise, then we would consider that during those

11   closure times.  But if it's using an airgun, we

12   would not consider it during the closure times.

13   And you can see here, it lists here, as well as

14   within the document, it will tell you what those

15   closure times are.

16                Now, alternative B has basically got

17   those same closures, but you'll also see, it's a

18   little harder to see right now, but this little

19   slashed area, we've essentially extended the

20   closure of that 20 nautical miles in between all

21   of this.  And so, basically within 20 nautical

22   miles of the coast, during the times that are

23   listed here, we would not consider authorizing

24   any surveys using airguns.

25                For the most part, I have to say
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 1   that when you look at renewable projects and you

 2   look at sand and gravel, and you look at their

 3   need for seismic surveys, they do tend not to use

 4   airguns, because again, these are much smaller

 5   surveys.  They don't need to go as deep into the

 6   ocean floor, especially, to look at what's below.

 7                But if it's -- they were to propose

 8   to use an airgun, they would be closed off from

 9   that area, also.

10                And then down here, and I think on

11   the next slide it shows a little bit more.  This

12   is off of Brevard County, Florida.  This is an

13   area known for sea turtle nesting, and we would

14   also be having a closure and not authorizing any

15   activities with airguns in that area during that

16   time period.

17                So, comparing all three

18   alternatives, if you look at the time area

19   closure for the Right Whales, it is across A and

20   B, and it's expanded in B, as I've just showed

21   you in those maps.

22                If you look at our standard seismic

23   survey protocol, you're going find the same one

24   in A versus B.  What you will find different is

25   when we get to the passive acoustic monitoring.
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 1   And what that does is if you have -- we require

 2   visual observers, but we recognize that these

 3   animals are under water a lot, and even if you

 4   allow a long period of time to observe, to make

 5   sure that they haven't come up to surface, you

 6   may still miss some.

 7                And so, industry has developed

 8   technology where you can actually listen for

 9   them, too.  And in alternative A, we would say,

10   you know, it's optional whether you wanted to use

11   that technology.

12                Alternative B, we would say you have

13   to.  Where they might still use it, even if it's

14   optional, is at nighttime.  Right now, if they

15   cannot visually observe the zone, they can't

16   start up at night.  They have to wait till day.

17   But if they can acoustically listen to it, then

18   they're allowed to start up at night.

19                Now, again, alternative B, though,

20   that would be required at all times.  And there

21   is a lot of software out there, a lot of training

22   that's going on where you can know what kind of

23   animal you're hearing, you can even triangulate

24   the distance of that animal's noise that you're

25   hearing from the vessel.  So it's gotten
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 1   quite -- the technology has really come into

 2   play.

 3                The separation distance would not be

 4   in A, but it would be in B.  And again, that

 5   is -- the thought behind that is to allow that

 6   corridor, an extra area for these animals to move

 7   through if needed.

 8                And the protocols, the high

 9   resolution survey protocols are essentially the

10   same as a seismic survey protocol.  So that would

11   be consistent on A and B.

12                A vessel strike avoidance.  We have

13   guidance for that, how you're supposed to, you

14   know, slow down when you've observed a whale

15   would be an example.  And then also the marine

16   debris awareness, that would also be in both A

17   and B.

18                This gives a real, real top-level

19   snapshot of so far what we've determined as far

20   as the effects to these different -- at least to

21   the resource areas that we have identified in

22   this table.

23                Where you can see that there's a

24   greater potential for effects is going to be with

25   marine mammals, where you see it's listed as
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 1   moderate.  Sea turtles would also be the other

 2   one.  And that's because these are activities

 3   that, particularly seismic surveys, that do

 4   generate noise.  And we know enough to know that

 5   the noise that a lot of these sound sources

 6   generate is within the hearing ranges of many

 7   marine mammals, and sea turtles to some extent.

 8   So if an animal can hear it, then we have to look

 9   at whether or not it is bothersome to them.

10                And that depends on a lot of

11   factors.  It depends on, you know, what the

12   animal's doing at that particular moment.  If

13   it's an animal that's heard the noise before,

14   hasn't heard the noise before; do they have a

15   calf nearby, or they don't; are they feeding, are

16   they not.

17                It is very, very context specific.

18   So you do have to make some general conclusions,

19   but we've gone through all that, and basically

20   have come up with these determinations with the

21   mitigations considered in each one, what we think

22   the potential effects might be.

23                And then, also, this analysis is

24   used for the National Environmental Policy Act,

25   but there's a suite of other statutes that we

�

0023

 1   also comply with.  We will use an analysis from

 2   this, as well as some additional information, to

 3   do an Endangered Species Act consultation, and we

 4   will essentially, under that, you work with

 5   National Marine Fisheries Service and the Fish

 6   and Wildlife Service, and you just do an

 7   analysis, a robust analysis, on endangered

 8   species, and any of their habitat that's been

 9   designated.

10                And you work with the services, and

11   if they decided there needs to be an additional

12   mitigation added, then that's something you would

13   also incorporate into your action.

14                We do the same sort of thing under

15   the National Historic Preservation Act.  We want

16   to make sure that cultural resources that are out

17   there, shipwrecks, all those sorts of things, are

18   protected.

19                And also, there's the

20   Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation Management

21   Act.  And what that has us do is work with the

22   National Marine Fisheries Service to look at

23   effects to fish habitat and fisheries, and that's

24   something that we also go through.

25                And then we have a cooperating
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 1   agency on this document with us, and that's the

 2   National Marine Fisheries Service.  And a

 3   company, if they're going to be doing a survey,

 4   if we authorize a survey that could potentially

 5   impact a marine mammal, they will have to go to

 6   NMFS to get the appropriate authorization.

 7                So, by NMFS cooperating with us, we

 8   produce one NEPA document that both agencies can

 9   use.  So we make sure the sorts of things that

10   they'll need to have analyzed are included in our

11   document, and it makes for some, you know,

12   better, more efficient government that way.

13                Next steps.  We'll continue to take

14   comments, whether written comments -- and I'll

15   show you the address for those -- or from the

16   public meetings, up until May 30th.  At that

17   time, we will close the comment period, and we

18   will honestly and truly go through every comment

19   we've received.  We'll read every letter, we'll

20   look at all the transcripts that were done from

21   all the various public hearings that we've done.

22   And the participation at the hearings has ranged

23   from a few folks, some of them have had 80 at one

24   meeting.  So there will definitely be a lot of

25   comments that we'll be able to go through.
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 1                And we'll find those areas of things

 2   we missed, where you all have raised something

 3   that we have forgotten or we haven't thought

 4   about, and then we'll determine if there needs to

 5   be a change to the document.  And like I said

 6   earlier on, we'll respond in the final EIS to all

 7   of those comments.  You'll see what the response

 8   was.

 9                And of course, in many cases we may

10   group them, if they're similar comments, but

11   you'll get a general idea of what our thoughts

12   are about the comment, and then if we've made any

13   changes to the document.

14                And then come November, we hope --

15   of this year, we hope to have the final EIS

16   completed.  At that point, the EIS, as well as

17   the other consultations we've done, and what has

18   resulted from them, will go in front of our

19   director.  And he will look at all of that, look

20   at all of the information that's in there and the

21   advice that's in there, and he'll make a final

22   decision on what BOEM will do with these

23   requests.  And that record and decision, how that

24   comes out, that will be issued in December of

25   this year, is our current plan.
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 1                And then just deploying out here,

 2   you do, besides today, you have the opportunity,

 3   of course, to provide some oral comments, or if

 4   you have something written up you want to hand to

 5   us, that's also fine.

 6                There's also an e-mail address and a

 7   mailing address, if you want to send something to

 8   those before May 30th.  And I would also point

 9   out that we do have a website for this project,

10   and I believe it's on the materials you may have

11   gotten out front, that website is listed.  So you

12   don't necessarily have to write it all down from

13   here.

14                On that website you'll find copies

15   of the applications we received.  You can see

16   where different companies are asking to do

17   surveys.  You'll be able to see an explanation in

18   greater detail of what a geological survey is,

19   what a geophysical survey is, the different laws

20   that we need to comply with.  So there's a lot of

21   additional information there, and I would point

22   you there if you have any questions.

23                Go ahead.

24                MS. FLEMING:  Are your --

25                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Your name again.
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 1   You just have to do your name.

 2                MS. FLEMING:  Oh.  Lorraine Fleming.

 3   Are your slides on the website?

 4                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  They will be.

 5                MS. FLEMING:  Excellent.

 6                MR. BENNETT:  They're supposed to be

 7   up next week.  Gulf of Mexico Regional Office is

 8   handling that, and they told us it would be up

 9   next week.

10                MS. FLEMING:  Very good.  Thank you.

11                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Because sometimes

12   you start with a presentation, and based off of

13   people want different things, you end up with

14   something maybe a little different as you go

15   through the hearings.  So that's why it comes

16   afterwards.  Okay?

17                All right.  Well then, I'll turn it

18   back over to Jim, and he can give you some

19   instructions on if you want to go ahead and offer

20   any comments at this time.

21                MR. BENNETT:  Thank you, Jill.  We

22   do have one speaker who is registered to speak,

23   and we can accommodate that.  Again, I want to

24   point out to you that we have a number of subject

25   matter experts here.  If you have questions or
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 1   you want to discuss some issues, we'll be happy

 2   to stick around and do that with you.

 3                Normally we ask people to

 4   self-police their comments to three minutes, but

 5   given the extent of the speakers list, I think

 6   we'll be okay in that department this evening.

 7                And I do ask that you address your

 8   comments to the panel, and we will have an

 9   opportunity, after the registered speaker talks,

10   if anybody else wants to speak, they will be

11   welcome to do so.

12                So, we can start with Ruth Ann

13   Purchase.  You can use the microphone over there.

14                MS. PURCHASE:  My name is Ruth Ann

15   Purchase, P-u-r-c-h-a-s-e, just like when you buy

16   something.  I'm sorry I was a bit late.  I am

17   wondering if the transcripts will be available.

18                MR. BENNETT:  Yes.

19                MS. PURCHASE:  Yes?

20                MR. BENNETT:  The transcripts are a

21   matter of public record.  They will be available.

22                MS. PURCHASE:  Through the website?

23                MR. BENNETT:  I don't think they get

24   posted on the website, but upon request we can

25   provide them.  We don't usually get them for some
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 1   time after the hearing, so they're not something

 2   that will be posted next week.

 3                MS. PURCHASE:  But before the

 4   decisions are made, we get to see all the

 5   different hearing --

 6                MR. BENNETT:  Again, I don't believe

 7   they'll be posted, but they would be available,

 8   yes.  You can contact us through the website, and

 9   I can give you my card.

10                MS. PURCHASE:  Thank you.  I have

11   three points that I was requested to make, and I

12   am sorry I was a little bit late.

13                First of all, there's a request that

14   complete disclosure of all lobbying activity on

15   this subject, as well as international

16   corporations' funding of academic research, of

17   all the offshore research, especially the

18   validity of mitigation measures.

19                The public would like to see who is

20   pushing for this to be done, and who is funding

21   the research itself, who funds the academic

22   laboratories that are doing the research, since

23   we understand that so much of the motivation

24   comes from people who do want to make profit from

25   this work.
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 1                Secondly, from the organizations

 2   that I participate in, we have understood that

 3   many environmental scientists, especially

 4   international scientists, are definitively

 5   declaring that there is no energy requirement for

 6   an increase in natural gas or oil.  And that if

 7   the current level of funding dedicated to this

 8   particular project alone were dedicated to energy

 9   efficiency and energy reduction, less polluting

10   and less damaging processes would develop, which

11   would be more in alignment with the general

12   international environmental recommendations.

13                Thirdly, the most valuable cultural

14   resources that would be disturbed are not related

15   to modern shipwrecks or tourism, but the ancient

16   cities of the original places -- of the original

17   people, and sacred places, which some believe

18   have an ancient wisdom understood, and which

19   modern science ignores, which may be why we're in

20   the dangerous situation we're in today.

21                I would like to know personally if

22   there's anyone here in the room that can answer

23   the question, I would like an answer tonight to

24   be able to take back to people, about the process

25   for disclosure of who's funding the research, and
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 1   especially the mitigation aspect, and how Native

 2   Americans are being included in the process of

 3   evaluating the damages that would be done.

 4                Recognizing that in some ways, a

 5   50-foot increase in our oceans at this point

 6   would destroy a lot more of our natural

 7   resources, everyone's thinking about how we

 8   protect ancient resources, and what might be

 9   discovered and learned about the ancient wisdom

10   of ancient people.

11                So that is a question that I would

12   like to be able to respond to as I go back to the

13   organizations that sent me tonight.

14                Thank you very much.

15                MR. BENNETT:  Thank you for your

16   comments.  Normally we would provide, be able to

17   respond to points of clarification.  I don't have

18   an answer for your first question there.  We'll

19   have to do some research to be able to give you a

20   complete enough answer.

21                The second question that you asked

22   is also much more involved than we can get into

23   here.  However, I do want to assure you of the

24   consultation processes that we talked about, that

25   Jill mentioned earlier.
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 1                We have several processes that we

 2   have to pursue with Native American communities,

 3   including government-to-government consultations,

 4   and the 106 process under the National Historic

 5   Preservation Act.

 6                But with that as an overview, if you

 7   want more specific information, we would have

 8   to -- we'd have to do some more research on it.

 9                MS. PURCHASE:  I was informed that

10   Native Americans have requested that the process

11   be slowed down for further investigation of the

12   possible cultural resource damage, and that --

13   that no change in the timeline has been allowed

14   for that.  And they have -- they don't have the

15   funding for lawyers to request that further.

16                So maybe you could clarify that.

17   Has any --

18                MR. BENNETT:  Well, I can't clarify

19   it any further, but we can take your comments,

20   and we will respond to it in the final

21   environmental impact statement.

22                MS. PURCHASE:  Okay.  Thank you.

23                MR. BENNETT:  That is all of the

24   registered speakers.  Anyone who has not had an

25   opportunity to speak, please step to the
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 1   microphone.  State your name, please for the

 2   court reporter.

 3                MS. FLEMING:  Yes, my name is

 4   Lorraine Fleming, and that's Fleming with one M.

 5   I wanted to first of all thank you for holding a

 6   hearing in Delaware.  That's a rare occurrence

 7   for a Federal agency to hold it here in Delaware,

 8   and I thought I should attend for that reason.

 9                But -- and I'm wondering how many

10   people were at the 1:00?

11                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Seven, I think.

12                MR. BENNETT:  Seven.

13                MS. FLEMING:  Seven?  Well, I was at

14   a Sea Grant Advisory Council meeting this

15   morning, and sitting at the same table with our

16   coastal management program manager, and she

17   didn't know about this.  I had to tell her about

18   it, and she quickly sent a staff member up from

19   Dover to attend.  I presume he was here this

20   afternoon.

21                But at any rate, I am planning to

22   submit comments by the 30th of May, but I had

23   some things, and I have gone through the

24   documents in a very cursory manner.

25                And thank you for your good
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 1   presentation about the biota.  I am a

 2   biologist/ecologist by trade, and I retired.  I'm

 3   wondering if you have had the benefit of

 4   Delaware's marine spatial planning document?

 5   The -- this was a one-year study by graduate

 6   students primarily working under Dr. Jeremy

 7   Firestone in our University of Delaware' College

 8   of Earth, Ocean and Environment.  It was partly

 9   funded by the Sea Grant program.

10                Anyway, there was a workshop in

11   November, much like this one, to pick up on

12   information that they might have missed, that

13   people there -- and there were a lot of

14   professional, technical people in attendance.

15   And there were two staff people from your agency

16   there, and I hope you're all talking to each

17   other.

18                This is brand new.  This document is

19   the final now, and in November we were working

20   from drafts.  But there are excellent

21   compilations of data in graphic form in here,

22   much of it dealing with -- well, this is pointed

23   at wind energy development offshore.

24                And a lot of it has to do with sea

25   birds, which is not a concern in this case.  But
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 1   there also is a great deal about migratory marine

 2   mammals, and that is obviously a primary concern

 3   of yours, as well as mine and others in Delaware.

 4                Now, there has been -- if you don't

 5   have this, you can obtain it almost immediately.

 6   This was issued April 9th, so I doubt that it was

 7   incorporated directly into your work in the draft

 8   PEIS.  But there has been work done in the past

 9   in Delaware concerning investigation of the oil

10   and gas potential of the Outer Continental Shelf.

11   And I don't think that our Delaware Geological

12   Survey people knew about this, either.  I think I

13   was instrumental in informing them, but maybe a

14   little too late.

15                And I was looking for something --

16   report of investigations number 36, from the DGS,

17   history of oil and gas exploration in the

18   Mid-Atlantic region, and Delaware's involvement

19   in the Federal OCS leasing program.

20                Now that's, you know, old stuff, but

21   nevertheless, in the -- in the executive summary,

22   which is as far as I've been able to get -- I

23   know there are some graphics further on that

24   maybe I'll get to explore, but I found this on my

25   computer, on my e-mail, at 5:00 this afternoon.
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 1                Anyway, it says three Mid-Atlantic

 2   lease sales were held, sale 40 in 1976, sale 49

 3   in 1978, and sale 59 in 1981.  A total of 361

 4   tracts were offered, and the industry paid nearly

 5   $1.5 billion in bonus money for 187 of these

 6   tracts.

 7                From 1978 through 1981, there were

 8   28 wells drilled, ranging in total depth from

 9   13,000 to 18,000 feet.  Five wells encountered

10   significant oil and gas on a small part of their

11   major target structure.  Two others, plus the --

12   I don't know, this is the IDCOSTB3 well,

13   encountered minor gas shows.

14                Results from the five well group

15   with significant hydrocarbon shows indicate a

16   total of 88.45 million cubic feet of gas per day.

17   Some condensate, and 630 barrels per day of oil.

18                Now, and there -- as far as I know,

19   there was no further exploration, because

20   basically it was off limits.  But I'm wondering

21   why now, other than that there's renewed

22   interest?  We in Delaware are very focused on

23   developing our offshore wind resource, and I, in

24   addition to my concern about the impact to biota,

25   I think there will be conflict.
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 1                If you look at this, you will see

 2   that once every -- everything that will be

 3   conflicting or obstructing is ruled out, there is

 4   a very narrow area left of the wind -- designated

 5   wind energy areas, WEAs, in your organization.

 6   And I think that most of the constraints that are

 7   identified in here would be also constraints for

 8   oil and gas investigation.

 9                So, I hope that you will be able to,

10   you know, get ahold of these other materials, and

11   pipe that in.

12                And by the way, Ms. Purchase, at the

13   workshop I referred to in November, there were

14   members of two Native American tribes there, one

15   from Massachusetts, and one from Delaware, asking

16   for consideration in an investigation in terms of

17   this.  I haven't had a chance to see whether

18   there's any new information entered in.

19                MS. PURCHASE:  They got no response

20   from that.

21                MR. BENNETT:  Okay.

22                MS. PURCHASE:  They requested a

23   delay, but they got no response.

24                MS. FLEMING:  No.  I'm talking about

25   the marine spatial planning that Delaware did.
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 1   So --

 2                MR. BENNETT:  Okay.  The information

 3   you're identifying, I don't know exactly the

 4   status of it with regard to the preparation of

 5   the draft EIS, but we will take note of it, we

 6   will determine whether it is information that we

 7   should be including.  And I appreciate your

 8   bringing that to our attention.

 9                MS. FLEMING:  Well, it should be in

10   your agency.

11                MR. BENNETT:  I'm pretty sure -- I

12   know we have the Firestone report.

13                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  The draft was done

14   prior to March, of the EIS, so --

15                MS. FLEMING:  Yes.

16                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  We have seen the

17   report, yes.

18                MR. BENNETT:  And we will determine

19   whether there's information that needs to be

20   incorporated into the final.

21                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Some of it is

22   already in there, but --

23                MS. FLEMING:  And the work done

24   earlier?  I -- that must be of some value.

25                MS. LEWANDOWSKI:  Oh, yeah.
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 1   Absolutely.

 2                MS. FLEMING:  Perhaps it was one of

 3   the things that prompted the 11 applications.  I

 4   don't know.

 5                MR. BENNETT:  Possible.  We're

 6   familiar with that, yes.

 7                MS. FLEMING:  Well, thank you again

 8   for coming to Delaware.

 9                MR. BENNETT:  Thank you.  Glad to be

10   here.  Anyone else who has not had an opportunity

11   to speak that would like to say anything?  If

12   not, does anybody who has already spoken wish to

13   speak again?

14                MS. PURCHASE:  I would -- I would

15   just like -- Ruth Ann Purchase again.  I would

16   just like to know --

17                MR. BENNETT:  Could you go to the

18   microphone, please.

19                MS. PURCHASE:  Yeah.  I am curious

20   about how this was advertised, since many of the

21   organizations I'm connected with didn't get word

22   of it until yesterday.

23                MR. BENNETT:  Yeah.  I can clarify

24   that for you.  We did publish a public notice in

25   the Federal Register, and my understanding is we
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 1   also advertised in the Wilmington paper, the

 2   local paper in Wilmington.

 3                MS. MADSEN:  And media advisories

 4   were also issued to the press throughout the

 5   region.

 6                MS. PURCHASE:  Would you say that

 7   again?

 8                MS. MADSEN:  We had a media advisory

 9   that was sent out, with all of the meetings

10   listed, and it's also posted on our website.

11                MS. PURCHASE:  Where was it sent,

12   the media advisories?

13                MS. MADSEN:  Sent to regional media,

14   and sent to outlets in the D.C. area that have

15   affiliates in this area.

16                MS. PURCHASE:  Regional media

17   received this document?

18                MR. BENNETT:  No.  They didn't

19   receive the document.  They received the press

20   releases.

21                MS. MADSEN:  The press advisory.

22                MS. PURCHASE:  How long ago?

23                MS. MADSEN:  I'd have to look up the

24   date, but it's been within the past couple weeks

25   that the advisory went out.
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 1                MS. FLEMING:  I was advised by

 2   someone who apparently saw the notice in the

 3   Federal Register, but I don't believe any of the

 4   media carried this locally.

 5                MS. MADSEN:  It's possible, yeah.

 6                MR. BENNETT:  These are standard

 7   procedures for notification of public hearings

 8   that we pursue.  And as far as I know, they've

 9   been -- they've been fulfilled for this one, as

10   well as the other eight meetings that we've had.

11                Okay.  Any other questions,

12   comments?

13                MR. HORAN:  I'm Charlie Horan.  I'd

14   like to address that question.  I didn't see it

15   through any of those.  I saw it on the internet.

16                MR. BENNETT:  Okay.

17                MR. HORAN:  Just a standard when I

18   go on in the morning, I see AOL news or

19   something, and it was listed, one of the things

20   that automatically comes to my inbox.  So I'm

21   sure anybody that's got their name out there for

22   anything would have seen that, I think.  I can

23   hardly believe someone looking for it wouldn't

24   have found it.

25                MR. BENNETT:  Okay.  Thank you.

�

0042

 1   Okay.  Are there any other comments?  Okay.

 2   Well, like I said, we will be around.  I'd like

 3   to remind you that the comment period closes on

 4   May 30th.  Even though you haven't -- even though

 5   you may not have gotten your comments in today,

 6   we can receive comments until the 30th of May,

 7   either by snail mail or through the web.  And

 8   we'll treat them, they will be treated with equal

 9   consideration.

10                And since there's nobody further to

11   speak, I think we're done.  Thank you very much.

12   Adjourned.

13                (Hearing concluded at 7:47 p.m.)
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