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NOTICE TO LESSEES AND OPERATORS (NTL) OF FEDERAL OIL AND GAS LEASES 
IN THE PACIFIC OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF REGION 

Archaeological Survey and Report Requirements 

This NTL supersedes NTL 98-05. 

Introduction 

Archaeological resources are any material remains of human life or activities that are at least 50 
years of age and that are of archaeological interest. Material remains include physical evidence 
of human habitation, occupation, use or activity including the site, location, or context in which 
such evidence is situated. Items of archaeological interest are those that may provide scientific 
or humanistic understanding of past human behavior, cultural adaptation, and related topics 
through the application of scientific or scholarly techniques. 

The MMS, under various Federal laws and regulations, ensures that regulated Outer Continental 
Shelf (OCS) activities do not adversely affect significant archaeological resources. The 
archaeological survey and report primarily determine what actions, if any, are necessary to 
protect the resource. The archaeological survey identifies potential prehistoric and historic sites. 
Section 1 presents criteria and considerations for designing and conducting the survey in the 
Pacific OCS (POCS) Region. The archaeological report presents the analysis and evaluation of 
the survey data. Section 2 contains standards for the report. The report serves as the basis for 
determining if potential archaeological resources exist and what actions are necessary to protect 
the potential resources. Section 3 describes measures to protect the resource. 

The MMS POCS Regional Manager determines if detectable historic and prehistoric 
archaeological resources potentially exist in the area of the proposed operations. If so, we will 
inform you in writing as to which type ofreport (historic, prehistoric, or both) to submit and the 
standards that apply before operations may co=ence. This NTL describes typical survey 
parameters and results that can be achieved using currently-available and widely-used state-of­
the-art equipment and techniques. The performance required by your survey is dependent on tl1e 
technology that is in use at the time the Regional Manager determines that a report is required. 

Depending on your type of operation, you may need to submit a report after the application to 
conduct geological and geophysical activities (30 CFR 251 and § 250.210(b)), as part of the 
Exploration Plan(§ 250.203) or the Development and Production Plan(§§ 250.241 through 
250.262), or as part of the application for approval of installation of a lease-term pipeline(§ 
250.1007) or granting of a right-of-way(§ 250.1010). Furthermore, if you discover an 

This NTL can be found on our Website 

at: http://www.mms.gov 
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