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cannot maet the deadline, please notify CHARLIE ELLIS at

If you

804/698-4488 prior to the date given. Arrangements will be made
to extend the date for your review if po.l!.blo. An agency will
not be conaidered to have reviewed a d t if no ts are
received (or contact is made) within the pariod specified.

REVIEW INSTRUCTIONS:

A.

Please review the document carefully. If the proposal has
been reviewed earlier (i.e. if the document is a federal
Final EIS or a state supplement), please consider whether
your earlier comments have been adeguately addressed.

Prepare your agency's comments in a form which would be
acceptable for responding directly te a prpject proponent
agency.

Use your agency staticnery or the space below for your
comments. IF YOU USE THE SPACE BELOW, THE FORM MUST BE
SIGNED AND DATED.

Please return your comments to:

MR.CHARLES H. ELLIS III :
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIROMMENTAL QUALITY
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REVIEW
629 EAST MAIN STREET, SIXTH FLOOR
RICHMOND, VA 23219

FAX #804/698-4319

RECEIVED

MAY 07 2p07 Ci\mﬂ.ﬁ'&v# Q&QLOJJL
CHARLES H. IIT !
DEQ-0fice of Emioamental
mpict Reviow
COMMENTS
The d ive encrgy devel and use of the Outer C | Shelf is not to affect
existing farm land. On-shore pipeline and ity construction, vessel traffic, and inadvertent oil spills
mmwwmmmmmmmmmmmnmm

[::“"eAZ:_ (Keith R. Tignor) May 1, 2007
(signed)  pnd g pecies Coordi (date)

federal protected species, Amaranthus pumilus and Cicindela dorsalis dorsalis
occur in the state’s shoreline habitats. Protection of these species, and other sensitive natural resources, should
be considered in the analysis on the effects of the proposed project.

(title)  _ VDACS, Office of Plant and Pest Service
(agency)
PROJECT # _07-069F 4/07

83-042

WaslssUf LBIUL FAR 504 HOM 4348

L. Preston Bryant, Jr.
Searetary of Natursl Resources

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION
203 Govermar Street
Richmond, Vieginis  23215-2010
(804) TBE-6124

MEMORANDUM
DATE: April 26, 2007

TO: Charlie Ellis, DEQ
FROM: Robert §. Munson, Planning Bureau Manager, DCR-DPRR ﬁ“j 9 %“'& o

SUBJECT:  DEQ 07-069F; DOL/Mineral Mgt Service Alternate Use of Facilities On The outer
Continental Shelf

The Deg of C ion and R Division of Natural Heritage (DCR) has searched its
Biotics Data Systern for occurrences of natural heritage resources from the arca outlined on the submitted
EIS. Natural heritage resources are defined as the habitat of rare, threatened, or endangered plant and
animal species, unique or plary natural ities, and significant geologic formations,

DCR request that project sites be submitted and reviewed by DCR on a case by case bases. Upon
mwmmsunhmjeﬂwewﬂtbenb]emw mmlywmnepmm-] impacts to natural heritage

resources and offer specific p for impacts to the documented
FESOUTCes. DCRenncnmwnhlhwu of existing submarines and onshore installations.
Under a M dum of A hEchad b the Virginia Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services (\"’DACS] and the \'ngmn Dcpemmm u!‘Conmmm and Recreation (DCR), DCR
VDACS in ] impacts on state-listed threatened and endangered
piam and insect species.

meDmmtameMhum;mmmsamhunfwmm

d species, trout streams, and anadromous fish waters, that may contain

""nm‘ d in this letter. Their database may be accessed from
w.dgifvirginia wildlifei or contact Shirl Dressler at (804) 367-6913.

Welnv: iewed the | Impact S draft for the proposed project and offer the
foll £ garding i wh:hth: isions of the Ch ke Bay Preservation
Area Designation and M R latil as one of the enforceable programs of

mesCmmlRﬁnurmangemummWCRW) Federal actions impacting Tidewater
Virginia are required to be i with the perf criteria of the Regulations on lands locally
designated as Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas.

mmumwhymechmukeﬂaym“lmny d, require
criteria, and these areas include: Resource Protection Areas (RPM) which include tidal \nﬁhnda, non-

State Parks = Soll and Water Ci iom + Natral Heritage » Outdoor Planning
Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance » Dam Safety and Floodplain X Land Conser

VA DEPT ENVIROMENTL QUAL @o2s

0OCS 083d

Joseph H. Maroon
Director

83-043

83-044
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tidal wetlands connected by surface flow and contiguous to tidal wetlands or water bodies with perennial
flow, tidal shores and a 100-foot vegetated buffer area located adjacent to and landward of the
aforementioned features, and along both sides of any water body with perennial flow, and Resource
Management Areas (RMAs) which require less stringent purformmoe cmmu ami include floodplains,
highly erodible soils including steep slopes, highly p ble soils, ds not included in the
RPA, and a minimum width of 100 feet contiguous to and landward of the RPA.

The proposed project and alt ¥ q;pmwm:ludemussdlnmympmhndssubjmwth:
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Desi and N Regulations, requiring stringent
performance criteria, as specified in § 9 VAC 10-20-130, orsub]euwdmgeumlpnfomamc criteria as
specified in § 9 VAC 10-20-120.

For land disturbance over 2,500 square feet, the project must comply with the requirements of the
Virginia Erosion & Sedis Control Handbook, Third Edition, 1992. Additionally, stormwater

ag criteria i W'Iﬂfl water quality protection provisions (§4 VAC 3-20-71 et seq.) of the
Virginia St Me lations (§ 4 VAC 3-20) shall be satisfied.

The 1998 Federal Agencies’ Chesapeake Ecosystem Unified Plan requires the signatories to fully
coupmwﬂhbc&lmdmwmmmmcutwlunmyandmndmymmwmply

with the of The agencies also g construction design
t]m a) minimizes natural area loss on m w and rehabilitated fadun] facu:ues b) adopts low impact
| and best logies for storm water, sediment and erosion control, and
redummpumnussurfmes andc)cmsldmﬂqusmmoandscapmguﬂBay-&apesGmdeﬁm
Federal Land ) In addition, the Chesapeake 2000 Agr the g
agencies 10 a number of sound land use and quality controls. The signatories additionally
cummm:dﬂnasencmwlndbymmplemlhmpeuw lling nutri di and chemical
contaminant runoff from g P In D ber 2001, the Executive Council of the
Chesapeake Bay Prusram issued Directive No. 01- 1, Managi Stnrm Water on State, Federal and
District-owned Lands and Facilities, which includes specific for agencies to lead by

example with respect to stormwater control.

Prpvided adherence to the above requirements, we concur that the proposed activity would be consistent
with the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act & Regulations.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.

83-044
(cont.)
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If you cannot meet the deadline, please notify CHARLIE ELLIS at

B804/698-4488 prior to the date given.

Arrangements will be made

to extend the date for your review if possible. An agency will

noet be considered to have reviewesd a d

if ne ta are

received . (or contact is made) within the period specified.

REVIEW INSTRUCTIONS:

A. Please review the document carefully. If the proposal has
been reviewed earlier (i.e. if the document is a federal
Final EIS or a state supplement), please consider whether
your earlier comments have been adequately addressed.

B. Prepare your agency's comments in a form which would be
acceptable for responding directly to a project propenent . -
T agency.
C. Use your. agency stationery or the space below for your

comments. IF YOU USE THE SPACE

SIGNED AND DATED.
Please return your comments to:

MR.CHARLES HE. ELLIS III

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

BELOW, THE FORM MUST BE

QUALITY

OFFICE OF ENVIROMMENTAL IMPACT REVIEW
529 EAST MAIN STREET, SIXTH FLOOR
VA 23!19
- . m mlfﬁﬂﬁ-liiﬂ - - -
RECEIVED
APR 30 2007 Chanlestt 300011
9 3 H. I )
e ENVIROMMENTAL PROGRAM PLANNER
_ COMMENTS . -
This will ack vledge receipt of your ittal letter with encl C ission review of the above-
referenced project.

Phueummummcmmmmmmzsmzmurhcmawmm

Aomhﬂy lfmypm‘llun of the subject projects involves any

in, on, or over any State-owned rivers, streams, or crecks in the Commonwealth.

channelward of ordimary high water

along natural rivers and strears, or channelward of mean low water in tidal waters, & permit may be required from

our agency.
(signed) W (date) _ 4-26-07
(title) Env.
.
{agency) ymEL
PROJECT #_07-069F 4/07

83-045
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APR 27 2007
. =
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
1401 CAST BACAD STREET
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 3218 2000
David S. Ekarn, P.E.
COMMISEIONER
April 26, 2007
Mr. Charles H. Ellis 1
Dep of Envi 1 Quality
Office of Environmental Impact Review
629 East Main Street, Sixth Floor
Richmond, VA 23219
Re: Al ive Energy Develog & Prod & Alternative Use of Facilities
On the Outer Continental Shelf
Dear Mr. Ellis:
‘The Virginia Department of Transportation has reviewed the inf ided for the

referenced project. Our review covers impacts to existing and proposed transportation facilities.
After checking the Six Year Plan and the 2026 Plan, we have concluded that there are no
conflicts with the current or future construction projects.

Any VDOT land use requirements, lane closures, traffic control or work zone safety issues
should be closely coordinated with affected cities/counties and VDOT’s Norfolk Residency
Office (757-494-5470).

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.

Sincerely,
Mary™{. Stanley

Environmental Engineer
Virginia Department of Transportation
(804) 786-0868

VirginiaDOT.org

B e AR b A AR

83-046

83-047

Masagsud ABIUY FAL BU4 GYE 43486

CEQRLER. WL
DIRECTOR.

- Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

VA DEPT ENVIROMENTL QUAL OCS 083g
OON
ENERG
GASAND DL
WIS LAHD AECLAMATION
UNERAL UNAG
o WAERAL RESOURCES
¥ RS
ADMNSTRATION
Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy
Division of Mineral Resources
Fontaine Research Park m
900 Natural Resources Drive, Suite 500 =
Charlotssville, Virginia 22903-0667 ¥ 00 i1

(434) 951-634)
www.dmme.virginia.gov

May 7, 2007

o

Office of Environmental Impact Review
629 East Main Street, Sixth Floor
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Attention: Charles Ellis

Re: Alternative energy development and production and alternate use of facilities on
the outer continental shelf

Dear Mr. Ellis:

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy has reviewed the
environmental impact report for the above-referenced project. Based on this review we
offer the following comment. In the chapter on "Potential Impacts of Alternative Energy
Development on the OCS and Analysis of Potential Mitigation Measures”, the MMS should
consider the potential impact of alternative energy development on mineral resources,
including hard minerals and oil and gas. Specifically, consideration should be given to the
question of whether construction, operation, and decommissioning of altemative energy
facilities could impair the p ial for develop of mi | resources, and possible
measures to mitigate such impairment. The MMS should consider mitigation measures
such as requiring surveys prior to construction to identify and characterize potential mineral
resources, and avoiding construction of facllities, including foundations, anchors, or
submarine power cables, over mineral deposits that have potential for development.

Please contact me at (434) 951-6351 if | can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

%_/

M Heller
Geologist Manager

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
TDD (800) 828-1120 —- Virginia Relay Center

83-048
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RECEIVED
APR 27 207 Mr. Charles H. Ellis I
DEQ-ONce of Ememmnentl Draft Programmatic Envi ] Impact St — Alternative Energy
e Voot April 26, 2007
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA Page 2
L. Preston Brysat, . Kashleen 5. Kilpatrick
Seervary of Natos] Rasoorces 2801 E"’"f""’“ﬂiﬂema’-“’ﬂ': g;;zg:;ml Diecer jal haeological
E J b oy a i We note, however, that the DPEIS only the p for i
Fax: (BO4) 367-2391 slmﬂmmthnmexpnm&efedem]wwwalmuﬂnﬁﬂlmgeof:ﬁwmm
’ TDD: (804) 367-2386 historic properties, not just direct physical impacts. These will include visual, auditory, and
April 26,2007 ek rcilai ey cumulative effects, as well as those effects that are reasonably foreseeable in the future. The
DPE[Smrtsummtfmmdmsnm ion or evaluate p ial effects to historic
. , districts, or landscapes. Evaluation of the potential for construction
Mr. Charles H. Ellis Il e o P
itz R 4 and use of ive energy g o y affect all historic properties is essential
go“ﬁm"" of Environmental Quality to completing both the Section 106 and NEPA processes. Siting of facilities at considerable
Rich 1 VA 23240 dlmceﬁmﬂ:eslnrnmayrmdﬂdmnmmhkﬁommymmm while’
siting onshore facilities in existing i 1 mayalsomducepmmlfmfor
mndaryeﬂ'wu(aalonguthzoompkxﬂﬂlmelvesmmtltsbdorwgibh listing
R mmmm&mmtmmuﬁgm“mm on the National Register). However, it is the responsibility of the federal agency to consider | g§3.049
VADEQ No. 07-069F these possibilities when making its determination. (cont.)
DR, Flie No. 2005-1326 Historic properties are imp p of the Commonwealth's coastal communities,
Dear Mr. Ellis: mdphyamgmﬁmlmlemthmm‘ubnhtymaﬁnﬂbmhmdummﬂn&mmAs
such, it is important that the views and comments of the public are solicited and taken into
We appreciate the opportunity to review the above referenced document, and offer the account during every phase of the process. This is also required by Section 106 of the
following comments. National Historic Preservation Act whenever a federally funded, permitted or licensed
undertaking has the potential to affect historic resources. In addition, organizations or
We strongly d that the Minerals M. Service take into account the individuals with a demonstrated interest in the undertaking must be identified and invited to
potential for these actions to adversely affect (directly or indirectly) historic, architcctural participate, Among the organizations that may be interested in this project arc Native
and archacological properties listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of American tribes with ancestral ties to the Tidewater region of Virginia. An effort must be
Historic Places. D ling upon their location, wind turbi mmg;.rml]ams,etc made to involve any such tribes whether they ly reside in the C alth or not,
havcﬂ:epoma!mmpma\mwtyof Itural types g significant historic, and regardless of Federal recognition.
prehistoric, and underwater archaeological sites; historic and/or cultural ixndscapes
important architectural buildings or structures; and historic districts. As discussed in the ‘We prefer to address hi I h | under the National
DPEIS, archaeological properties may be found bothmﬂmmmdmsumm 83-049 Historic hwvnnonAﬂ:ﬁ]mrlb.anthroughtthEPAm Please be aware that,
mdwmjectphnmnssheuldumlde isions for id luation of these although the NEPA and the Section 106 process may be pursued concurrently, compliance
d by Secti lﬂﬁﬂfuNmmw}hmPrmwnmActGﬁCFR with NEPA cannot be substituted for compliance with the NHPA. The requirements for
800). Weaskthmﬂwwwshecpmmmdmmmmmplmwmmmfm combining Section 106 and NEPA are provided in the regulations at 36 CFR 800.8. In
option, and it is the federal agency’s responsibility to consid g or preparing a final EIS and Record of Decision the agency must identify appropriate 83-050
WWMDWMEMWWNMUEWWWMN&“M consulting parties early in the scoping process when the widest range of alternatives is under
Register of Historic Places. If avoidance of such properties is not fe , the agency must oomdumonldmuﬁmmufhmmmmsmdmmofeﬁ’emd:mﬂdbu
mﬂtm&Mvmy&umlonmm?mﬂzwofmmw coordinated in a manner i with the standards and criteria of 36 CFR 800.4 through
and other parties to develop mitigation for the adverse effect to the 800.5. If an adverse effect is found, the agency may satisfy its responsibilities under Secti
property. 106 with a binding commitment to enact agreed-upon measures to avoid, reduce or mitigate

S13 onewweaboad AB1au3 sAneulId] Y
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Cupital Regoa Office Tidewater Rosnoke Region Office Winchester Region Office

10 Counthouse Avenue 2801 Kensington Ave. 1030 Penmar Ave., SE 107 §. Kent Street, Suise 203
Petersburg, VA 23803 Richmond, VA 23221 Newport News, VA 23608 Rownoke, VA 24011 Winchester, VA 22601

Tel: (804) B63-1624 Tel: (B04) 367-2323 Tel: (757) #86-2807 Tel: (540) 857-7585 Tel; ($40) 722-3427

Fan: (B04) B62-6196 Fax: (804) 367-2391 Fau: (757) 8862308 Fux: (540) 857-7588 Fax: ($40) 722-7535
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MR HAMPION ROADE  ousomi cumn: s oo s s sienc soenity rwans
October 6, 2006 i ; : } ! .
Page 3 Eimrm  Meyd, 2007 : RECEIVED

o o eyl Mr. Charles H, Ellis i S o
: Department of Environmental Quality MAY 03 208
: . Office of Environmental Impact Review s
o ) Sckowior, Lot Mumbes <
fgocls msmq:lmtshmﬂdbepfnposod in the EIS and contained inthe ROD orina | g3 050 ks L. Toyler, Cly Altragee 620 East MainStmetSMh Floor Mum
of Agr P to 36 CR 800.6(c). Because combining (contd.) - " Richmond, Virginia 23219
SmﬁnnlpﬁandNEPA‘ many challenges, we d that the federal agency ' s o 5 s 4
consult directly with the Dep of Historic R under 106. : Re: Alternative Energy Dswlopmnt ‘and Production and Altemate
e niin G s+~ = Uge of Fasilflies-on the Outer Continental Shelf. ; - - - .
Our comments aside, we are very much in favor of the development of new and imaginative A ey o I:IE?: #07-060F (ENVEGEN)
sources of energy, and applaud the MMS for taking this initiative. We look forward to 83-051 i i
working with the MMS and with your agency as this process moves forward. If you have z h‘;mwm. Dear Mr. Ellis:
questions about our comments, please call me at (804) 367-2323, Ext. 140. S 0. ek, Vicw Chwiman : ma kg
- mueservcounry Pursuant to your request of April 8, 2007, the staff of the Hampton Roads
Sincerely, T s Planning District Commission has reviewed the Draft Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement for Atternative Energy :Development and
oarle 5 Plnp gt Production and Altemate Use of Facillies on the Outer Contlnanta! Shalf
'Wikos, Ao e s (OC8)-
Office ViEwW . :
Virginia Department of Historic Resources Ao _ The staff of the Hampton Roaﬂs Planning Dis'crict Commission generalry
i mnm EW::“ supports the proposed - action contained in the EIS involving the
'mwvégh%m establishment of the MMS Altemative Energy and Ntemeia Use Program
e on the OCS and the promulgation of i ,as
i v acknowledged in the EIS, the potential exists for adverse impacts and
bl gy e use conflicts in the sitting and operation of these facilities. Specific areas 83-052

P of ‘concem -include -the - potential for adverse -impact on. tourism in"
s .G . Gl g Hampton Roads through “visual -or environmental jmpacts and the
ovoml- SR Gurllar potential for conflict with military operations centered in Hampton Roads.

... Joumawroncowry It is strongly recommended that representatives of the diverse interestgin. | .
Micraa W sivo, Corsamsee the:Us@ and Integrity of the Virginia OCS be Invdhred in'the plﬂnnrng and
ol e development of this program.

AR R We appreciate the opportunity to review this EIS. If you have any
SURRY COUNTY questions, please do not hesitate to call. .

MLJ:fh
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