Lights, Camera ... Shipwreck?!
Multimedia at 4,000 Feet
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Port Fourchon, Louisiana




Why Involve the Media?

1. No public outreach = a public
Ignorant of our existence & no
funding

2. The public believes archaeology
equals treasure hunting

3. Chance to tailor YOUR message
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Courtesy: http://www.pastfoundation.org/DeepWrecks/

Courtesy: http://www.estuarylive.org/

Courtesy: http://ali.apple.com/events/gar/


http://www.pastfoundation.org/DeepWrecks/
http://ali.apple.com/events/qar/
http://www.estuarylive.org/

The Web
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Freslance producer and director Rick Allen of Nautilus Productions
Explore the MY contacted the MUA about their recently complated documentary on a

| shipwreck discovered in 4000 feet of water in the Gulf of Mexico, The
project docurments the effarts of a team of scientists from numerous
organizations such as Texas ABM University, the U5, Minerals
Management Service, the Florida Public Archaeology Metwork, and
others. Litte was known about the wreck, given the working name
Mardi Gras, but the team endeavored to discover information about the
vessel's identity, its socupation, and its crew,

Nautilus Productions completed the documentary in summer 2008 and
has provided us with a twelve minute preview which can be viewed
pelow.
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Why choose a documentary for Outreach?

e Global reach
Broadcast
DVD
Public viewing
Internet

e Scalable
Education

16GMO1.118

Internet 16GMO1

27 May 07

Multiple versions

Courtesy; http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/mardigras/artifacts/glass/



http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/mardigras/artifacts/glass/

Key Questions to Answer

1. What is the goal of the collaboration?

2. What is the story & who is your
audience?

3. What is the “treasure”?

4. Personalities?



The Difficulties

1. Television iIssues

2. Archaeological issues |

3. Personnel issues

4. Technical difficulties
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Proper Planning Prevents Poor Performance:

Pre-project planning

“No closed doors™

Lights, camera, ROV

e Communication

Flexibility



What You Should Know

The video Is part of the field notes

Video rights, web issues & copyright

Difficulties selling a documentary

Right crew for the right location
Funding limits

Concerns and creativity




Did 1t work?

52-min. documentary
12-min. web version

Shorts for FPAN website

www.flpublicarchaeology.org/mardigras

Hosted on MUA

www.uri.edu/mua

Part of Smithsonian Sant
Ocean Hall Exhibit

Public viewing at LSM & during
Louisiana Archaeology Week

Global distribution


http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/mardigras
http://www.uri.edu/mua
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