Hosting Future Leaders from the North

High School Students from Northwest Arctic Borough Communities Visit Headquarters

By Jennifer Ewald

High School students representing four communities within
the Northwest Arctic Borough (NWAB) visited with officials
at BOEM, the Department, the White House and Con-
gress during a visit to Washington, D.C. this month. The
seven students were winners of the NWAB Subsistence
Youth Essay Contest sponsored by the NWAB Subsistence
Mapping Project, a four-year project to promote the sub-
sistence way of life and maintain the Ifiupiaq culture in the
region for future generations. Involving the youth was a key
component for success in the project. Additionally, these
youth leaders engaged in the Generation Indigenous Chal-
lenge, a White House call to action in addressing issues fac-
ing Native youth and creating opportunities to promote
youth voices in their communities and with agency leader-
ship.

The NAB is the second largest borough in Alaska, compris-
ing approximately 39,000 square miles along the Kotzebue
Sound, Wullik, Noatak, Kobuk, Selawik, Buckland

and Kugruk Rivers. The region experiences a transitional
climate, characterized by long, cold winters and cool sum-
mers and is home to about 7,500 people.

The students — representing the villages of Kotzebue,
Kiana, Noorvik and Kobuk — were interested in discussing
how they can affect public policy and the decision- making
process for the Arctic in the future. They are:

Brianna Riley (Kianna High School)

Dustin Harvey (Kobuk High School)

Jeremy Barr (Kianna High School)

Kaelyn Stalker (Kianna High School)

Kalynne Shieldt (Kotzebue High School)

Melody Smith (Kotzebue High School)

Wilfried Zibell(Noorvik High School).

Read about their visit in a group essay
edited by Wilfried Zibell click here
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Discussing
their vision for
the Arctic
future.
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