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Summary

To provide spatial information on Wind Energy Planning and Development including the most
recent updates to areas of interest for Wind Energy Development off the United States Coast
within Federal Waters.

Description

This data set represents the most recent changes for the Wind Development Planning Areas in

the Atlantic. Wind Planning Areas in this dataset represent up to six different types of
announcements within the US Federal Register (FR) that can be used to show the current status

of an area that is being considered for wind power development. Additionally, unsolicited

proposed lease areas that have not yet beg an the leasing process are also included. Individual
projects are listed by state below. Previous Wind Planning Areas that are now designated as

leases can be found in the BOEM Lease Areas shapefile. The shapefile and metadata for the

leases can be found here .

Massachusetts

On Jan. 29, 2015, BOEM held a competitive lease sale (i.e., auction) for the Wind Energy Area

offshore Massachusetts. Two leasing areas in the northwest section of the original WEA (Lease

Area OCS -A 0500 - 187,523 acres and OCS -A 0501 - 166,886 acres) were  auctioned to the
winning bidders of RES America Developments, Inc. and Offshore MW LLC. Those areas are now
included in the BOEM Lease Areas shapefile. The remaining Wind Energy Area to the southeast of

the leasing areas (previously proposed lease areas O CS-A 0502, OCS -A 503) is located off the
coast of Massachusetts beginning approximately 20 nmi south of Martha's Vineyard and 17

nautical miles southwest of Nantucket. It covers an area of approximately 181,728 hectares

(449,058 acres).

Federal Register N otices:

12/29/2010 i Request for Interest  (RFI)


http://www.boem.gov/Renewable-Energy-GIS-Data/
http://www.boem.gov/uploadedFiles/BOEM/Renewable_Energy_Program/State_Activities/FederalRegisterMassachusettsRFI.pdf

