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MEETING IN BRIEF 
During the September 17, 2018 Task Force meeting, members of the Task Force and the public heard 
updates from ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ hŎŜŀƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ό.h9aύΩǎ on the renewable energy leasing 
process offshore California.   BOEM staff reviewed the draft Call Areas (provided to Task Force members in 
advance of the meeting) for potential use in the Call for Information and Nominations (Call), consisting of 
four potential areas for offshore wind leasing.  BOEM also discussed next steps in the leasing process. The 
Task Force heard presentations on Data Basin1 and data gathered, stakeholder outreach efforts conducted 
by BOEM and the State over the past 18 months, tribal outreach and Department of Defense concerns for 
military activities offshore California. Representatives from the California Energy Commission and the 
Ocean Protection Council presented updates on state initiatives, outreach efforts and data and 
information collected to inform offshore wind energy planning. Task force members had an opportunity to 
discuss the draft Call Areas as a group. The meeting schedule included two opportunities for public input 
on the topics being discussed by the Task Force. A list of meeting participants is included at the end of this 
summary. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

Who What 

BOEM ¶ Post all presentation slides, meeting summary and list of attendees. 

¶ Proceed with the leasing process, provide draft Call to Task Force 
members, review comments received on the draft Call, publish the 
Call in the Federal Register. 

Task Force members ¶ Submit comments on the draft Call to BOEM   

 
Attendance 
Approximately 36 Task Force members attended the meeting, including federal, state and local 
representatives. Approximately 93 members of the public attended the meeting including representatives 
of the fishing industry, environmental NGOs, and the offshore wind energy industry.  
 
Opening Remarks 
Key members of agency leadership each provided opening remarks and welcomed the Task Force 
members and the public. The speakers emphasized recent passage of SB100, the collaboration efforts by 
BOEM and the State team on stakeholder outreach and CaliforniaΩǎ goal to achieve carbon neutrality. 
 
BOEM and California Offshore Renewable Energy Stakeholder Engagement Activities 

BOEM and the state through the Ocean Protection Council (OPC) presented on recent offshore renewable 
energy stakeholder engagement activities and described the various milestones reached in the last 18 
months of the planning and analysis phase of the offshore wind energy development process, including 
creation of the Stakeholder Outreach Plan and Outreach Summary Report, buildout of the Data Basin 
Gateway, tribal outreach and over 75 outreach meetings with various stakeholders.  
 

                                                            
1 Data Basin is a web based data portal that has been used by BOEM and the State to house data gathered during the 
outreach process. https://caoffshorewind.databasin.org/ 
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Tribal Engagement Activities 
The State and BOEM provided a summary and description of the tribal outreach and data collection 
actions completed from 2016 to present, and noted that this level of outreach will continue. They also 
discussed the importance of engaging with the tribes and effective communication.  
 
Department of Defense Engagement (DoD) Activities 
DoD provided an update on its ongoing engagement activities with developers, BOEM, and the State. The 
team noted the DoD has a large and complex presence and numerous military installations and activities 
off the California coast, and it is a challenge for DoD to find compatibility with offshore wind development. 
The DoD team assured participants that the DoD fully supports renewable energy and will coordinate with 
the BOEM and the State to find compatibility between offshore wind and military operations. 
 
Discussion of Key Data Sets 
BOEM and the state described the different aspects of the wind energy data gathering effort and 
stakeholder outreach, and using Data Basin as the platform for processing data. The team presented 
technical information on the underlying tools used for data analysis in Data Basin, and highlighted 
important data set layers. including California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) landings, logbooks, 
California fisheries data, and bh!! ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊΩǎ Řŀǘŀ, and concluded that no one dataset is able to 
describe all fisheries activities and the team in close collaboration with fishing communities achieves the 
most comprehensive fisheries data analysis possible. 
 
Draft Call Areas for Call for Information and Nominations BOEM provided an overview of the renewable 
energy leasing process, including the Call. BOEM explained the process for developing the draft Call Areas 
and how those areas could be further refined to areas that appear the most suitable for leasing after 
consideration of comments received and nominations of interest and the subsequent NEPA review 
process. 
 
Summary of Task Force Roundtable Discussion 
Task Force members discussed the Call Areas and the presentations and reflected as a group. Key 
takeaways from the discussions were:  

¶ Community Enthusiasm: Expression of support for development as an opportunity for local 
communities to be a part of this effort with access to local bays and to serve the broader 
community.  

¶ Visual considerations: Task Force members expressed how portions of the California coast line are 
emblematic and iconic to the public. Concerns that were raised included potential visual impacts, 
development affecting the publicΩǎ enjoyment of the coast and the lack of any visual simulations.   

¶ Local Impacts: Task Force members discussed the aesthetics of coastal environments from 
development and cable routing to shore. 

¶ Environmental concerns:  BOEM should consider impacts to the environment from offshore wind 
energy development, and the impacts of climate change, clean power sources and passage of 
SB100. 

¶ National Marine Sanctuaries: Potential for offshore wind development in National Marine 
Sanctuaries was discussed. 

 
Actions and Next Steps  
Before taking closing comments from the Task Force members, next steps in the process were discussed: 

¶ BOEM to provide the draft Call for Task Force review 

¶ Receiving comments from the Task Force on the draft Call 
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¶ Publishing the Call in the Federal Register 
 
Task Force Closing Comments 
Each Task Force member provided brief closing comments and reflections on the meeting prior to the 
official closing of the meeting. 
 
Public Input Opportunity 
Below is a summary of public questions and feedback received. The summary represents categories of 
individual remarks only.  

¶ Importance of developing an environmental sensitivities layer ς Emphasizing the need for careful 
consideration of environmental factors in addition to technical considerations for creating 
offshore wind energy areas. BOEM should clarify how this type of data will be integrated into the 
leasing and environmental review processes. 

¶ Passage of SB100 ς Voicing interest in developing the industry and a supply chain moving forward 
and the amount of energy that could be generated.  

¶ Potential impact to aviation activities ς Expressing concern of where the Federal Aviation 
Administration will be involved in the process to ensure safety for pilots and aircraft when 
transmission lines and infrastructure are built.  

¶ Siting in National Marine Sanctuaries Voicing concern that leasing in sanctuaries is not aligned 
with current sanctuary policies and if this a consideration, solicit public input on what should be 
allowed in a National Marine Sanctuary. 

¶ Addressing potential conflicts with fisheries ς Acknowledgement that there are deficiencies 
regarding current fishing data and data gaps related to commercial fishing.  

 

PARTICIPANT LIST 
 

Task Force Participants (* indicates remote participation) 
No. Name Affiliation 

1.  Jana Ganion* Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe  

2.  Joan Barminski Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

3.  Doug Boren Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

4.  Walter Cruikshank Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

5.  Sara Guiltinan  Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

6.  Necy Sumait Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

7.  Jean Thurston Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

8.  Richard Yarde  Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

9.  Susan Zaleski Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

10.  Cheri Hunter Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement  

11.  Kate Huckelbridge  California Coastal Commission  

12.  Becky Ota California Department of Fish and Wildlife  

13.  Eric Wilkins California Department of Fish and Wildlife  

14.  Jay Chamberlain California Department of Parks and Recreation 

15.  Karen Douglas California Energy Commission 

16.  Tom Gates California Energy Commission 

17.  Deborah Halberstadt  California Ocean Protection Council  

18.  Chris Potter California Ocean Protection Council 

19.  Cheryl Cox California Public Utilities Commission 

20.  Cliff Rechtschaffen California Public Utilities Commission 

21.  Jennifer Lucchesi California State Lands Commission 




