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This responds to your letter, dated October 19, 2012, requesting that we review the October 2012 
Biological Assessment for the Commercial Wind Lease Issuance and Site Assessment Activities 
on the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf Offshore Rhode Island and Massachusetts (BA), and 
concur with your determination of ''not likely to adversely affect'' federally endangered roseate 
terns, threatened piping plovers, and the candidate red knot. Our comments are provided in 
accordance with the Endangered Speci�s Act (87 Stat 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531; et seq.).

The proposed action consists of commercial wind energy lease issuance for up to nine 
----..... easeholds,associated site-·characterization ,1cti:vities-(geopbysicat,-geote-cbnic11J:;- .. archeologi.cal1 ----

and biological surveys), and site assessment activities [installation, operation and 
decommissioning of meteorological towers (met tower�) and meteorological buoys (met buoys)] 
for future wind projects that may be proposed in two Wind Energy Areas (WEAs): . the 
Massachusetts WEA and the Rhode Island/Massachusetts WEA. The project area covers 1,419 
square statute miles (907,724 acres) of the Outer Continental Shelf, and comprises 130 whole 
and 49 partial lease blocks. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) estimates a 
maximum of nine met towers and 18 met buoys could be constructed in the project area for the 
leaseholds. 

Based upon a review of information in our files, the N ortheastem roseate tern, the Atlantic Coast 
piping plover, and the red knot are known to occur along the coast and islands of Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts, either during the breeding season (roseate tern and piping plover) or during 
post-breeding staging and migration (all three species). The project area does not provide 
suitable foraging habitat for piping plovers and red knots. 








