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O-2.1 INTRODUCTION 

The Virginia Electric and Power Company, doing business as Dominion Energy Virginia (Dominion 

Energy) is proposing to construct, own, and operate the Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind (CVOW) 

Commercial Project (the Project). The Project will be located in the Commercial Lease of Submerged Lands 

for Renewable Energy Development on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Offshore Virginia (Lease No. 

OCS-A-0483) (Lease Area), which was awarded to Dominion Energy through the Bureau of Ocean Energy 

Management (BOEM) competitive renewable energy lease auction of the Wind Energy Area (WEA) 

offshore of Virginia in 2013. The Lease Area covers 176 square miles (112,799 acres, 45,658 hectares [ha]) 

and the western boundary is located approximately 27 mi (miles, 43.99 kilometers [km]) offshore of 

Virginia Beach, Virginia and the eastern boundary is located approximately 35.8 mi (57.7 km) offshore of 

the Virginia barrier islands in Northampton County, Virginia (Figure O-2-1).  

Dominion Energy proposes to construct the Project over a period of approximately three years. The Project 

will connect from the western side of the Lease Area through subsea Offshore Export Cables to be installed 

within the Offshore Export Cable Route Corridor and terminate in the Proposed Parking Lot, west of Firing 

Range at SMR, located east of Regulus Avenue and north of Rifle Range Road. 

The Offshore Project Components, including the Offshore Substations, Inter-Array Cables, and Wind 

Turbine Generators (WTGs), will be located in federal waters in the Lease Area, while the Offshore Export 

Cable Route Corridor will traverse both federal and state territorial waters of Virginia. The Offshore Project 

Area includes the entire Lease Area and the Offshore Export Cable Route Corridor where the Offshore 

Project Components would be installed. 

Dominion Energy contracted Tetra Tech, Inc. to deploy acoustic bat detectors during offshore geophysical 

and geotechnical survey activities in 2020-2021 within the Lease Area. The acoustic detectors were 

deployed on eight geophysical and geotechnical survey vessels, which traversed the Lease Area for 411 

nights between April 2020 and May 2021, to assess the presence/absence of bats. The Offshore Export 

Cable Route Corridor is expected to have no effect on bats since there are no project components at or 

above sea level, therefore only bat activity within the Lease Area was analyzed in this report. The results 

from this survey provide an environmental baseline for bats, which will support permitting activities and 

Offshore Project siting.  

O-2.1.1 Lease Area Description 

The Lease Area is within the Mid-Atlantic Bight, which is an oceanic region that spans coastal and offshore 

waters from Cape Cod, Massachusetts, to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, and is characterized by a broad 

expanse of gently sloping, sandy-bottomed continental shelf. In this area, the shelf extends up to 93 mi (150 

km) offshore, where the waters reach to about 656 ft (feet, 200 meters [m]) deep (Figure O-2-1). Water 

depths range from 62 to 134 ft (19 to 41 m) in the Lease Area.  
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Figure O-2-1. Offshore Project Area 
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