






























































 

United States Department of the Interior 

 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Northeast Region 

200 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

DEC 12//0145 

 

 

November 30, 2012,   

 

 

 

Michelle Morin 

Program Manager, Office of Renewable Energy 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management  

381 Elden Street, HM 1328 

Herndon, Virginia 20170-4817 

 

Subject: Commercial Wind Lease Issuance and Site Assessment Activities on the Atlantic 

OCS Offshore MA, BOEM-2012-0086 

 

 

Dear Ms. Morin: 

 

This is in response to a request for the National Park Service (NPS) review and comment on the 

Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management (BOEM) Environmental Assessment (EA) for the 

Commercial Wind Lease Issuance and Site Assessment Activities and the evaluation of 

environmental impacts of commercial wind leasing on the outer continental shelf (OCS) offshore 

Massachusetts. According to BOEM the EA considers the reasonably foreseeable environmental 

impacts and socioeconomic effects of issuing renewable energy leases and the subsequent site 

characterization activities (geophysical, geotechnical, archaeological, and biological surveys 

needed to develop specific project proposals) in an identified Wind Energy Area (WEA) on the 

OCS offshore Massachusetts. The EA also considers the reasonably foreseeable environmental 

impacts associated with the approval of site assessment activities (including the installation and 

operation of meteorological towers and buoys) on the leases that may be issued. At this time, 

specific project details with regard to the sighting of related infrastructure development 

locations, both on-shore and off-shore, are not known. The NPS would like to offer the following 

general comments for your consideration.  

 

General Comments 

 

The National Park Service Organic Act of 1916 requires the NPS “to conserve the scenery and 

the natural and historic objects and wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of future 

generations.” 16 U.S.C. §1.   As such, the NPS is under congressional mandate to protect park 

resources from activities that would impair or be a derogation of the values and purposes for 
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which the park units are authorized or that are incompatible with the public interest. As stewards 

of public lands, the NPS protects resources through a variety of internal programs, but also 

strives to be an active conservation partner with other federal and non-federal agencies and 

organizations. The NPS supports the Department of the Interiors efforts to be “smart from the 

start” in permitting renewable energy projects and related infrastructure and making every effort 

to ensure that they are constructed and operated in an environmentally responsible manner that 

serves the public interests, protects cultural and natural resources, and protects our treasured 

landscapes. While the NPS supports the development of alternative energies, we maintain that it 

can and should be done utilizing the environmentally least impactful methods.    

 

Moreover, federal and non-federal agencies should consider the existence and location of NPS 

resources and interests with regard to both off-shore and on-shore infrastructure sighting and 

development. In some instances, the NPS may be able to provide assistance by providing GIS 

mapping data. The NPS wishes to stay informed regarding further developments related to this 

project, particularly in the event that future changes in project location and design would result in 

currently unanticipated impacts to units of the National Park System. The NPS also understands 

that detailed development plans for specific project proposals related to the current study will be 

subject to review under the National Environmental Policy Act. At this time, however, details of 

related onshore infrastructure development are not known.  Therefore, the NPS would like to 

provide the following general information.  

 

The NPS administers National Parks, National Historic Landmarks, National Register listed and 

eligible properties and several other programs. We look forward to working with you in the 

future on energy activities on the Outer Continental Shelf.  

 

National Parks  

The National Park System is comprised of over 380 areas throughout the U.S. and its territories.  

Management responsibility for each National Park unit lies with the Superintendent of that unit.  

For information about resources of concern specific to a National Park, it would benefit the 

agency to contact the Superintendent during the early scoping process, once more specific 

information is known about potential impacts. The External Review Coordinator in the regional 

office can also facilitate contact with specific park units; for parks within the Northeast Region, 

contact, mary_morrison@nps.gov.  

 

National Historic Landmarks 

National Historic Landmarks (NHLs) are nationally significant historic resources that possess 

exceptional value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the heritage of the United States.  

Information on NHLs can be found at http://www.nps.gov/nhl/.  The primary contact regarding 

potential effects of your proposed project on NHLs is usually the State Historic Preservation 

Officer (SHPO).  Contact information for SHPOs by state can be found at 

http://www.ncshpo.org/. If your project could have an effect on a NHL you should include the 

NPS Preservation Assistance Office/NHL Program Manager as an interested party and provide 

information regarding the issues that may affect NHLs. In the event that the SHPO determines 

your project will have an adverse effect on a NHL under the Historic Preservation Act's Section 

106 review process, you must then contact the NPS NHL Program Manager, Bonnie Halda, 

bonnie_halda@nps.gov, and offer the NPS an opportunity to formally consult with your agency 

mailto:mary_morrison@nps.gov
http://www.nps.gov/nhl/
http://www.ncshpo.org/
mailto:bonnie_halda@nps.gov
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National Natural Landmarks 

The National Natural Landmarks Program recognizes and encourages the conservation of 

outstanding examples of our country's natural history in both public and private ownership.  The 

National Park Service administers the National Natural Landmark Program and, if requested, 

assists National Natural Landmark owners and managers with the conservation of these 

important sites.  A guide to National Natural Landmarks by state and contact information for 

National Natural Landmarks can be found at http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl/. 

 

National Heritage Areas 

National Heritage Areas are places where natural, cultural, historic and recreational resources 

combine to form a cohesive, nationally distinctive landscape arising from patterns of human 

activity shaped by geography.  National Heritage Areas may be managed by a State or local 

agency, a commission, or a private nonprofit corporation.  The National Park Service provides 

technical and financial assistance for a limited time (usually 10-15 years) following designation.  

A list of National Heritage Areas and contact information can be found at 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/heritageareas/CNTC/INDEX.HTM. 

 

National Trails System 

The National Trails System is the network of scenic, historic, and recreation trails created by the 

National Trails System Act of 1968. These trails provide for outdoor recreation needs, promote 

the enjoyment, appreciation, and preservation of open-air, outdoor areas and historic resources, 

and encourage public access and citizen involvement.  The National Trails System Act made it 

Federal policy to recognize and promote trails by providing financial assistance, support of 

volunteers, coordination with States, and other authorities. As a result, 8 National Scenic Trails 

and 15 National Historic Trails have been established by act of Congress, and are administered 

by the National Park Service, the USDA Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management, 

depending on the trail, and over 800 national recreation trails have been designated through 

recognition by the Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior; and 2 side-and-connecting trails have 

also been certified.  More detail and contact information for these trails can be found at 

http://www.nps.gov/nts/nts_trails.html.  A state-by-state list of National Recreational Trails with 

contact information can be found at http://www.americantrails.org/nationalrecreationtrails.   

 

Land and Water Conservation Fund 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund program provides matching grants to States and local 

governments for the acquisition and development of public outdoor recreation areas and 

facilities. The Land and Water Conservation Fund is administered for the NPS through the state.  

Contact the State Liaison Officer directly for information regarding potential effects of your 

project.  Contact information for State Liaison Officers can be found at 

http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/lwcf/contact_list.html. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl/
http://www.cr.nps.gov/heritageareas/CNTC/INDEX.HTM
http://www.nps.gov/nts/nts_trails.html
http://www.americantrails.org/nationalrecreationtrails
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/lwcf/contact_list.html
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Wild and Scenic Rivers 

The National Wild and Scenic Rivers System preserves certain rivers with outstanding scenic, 

recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values in a free-flowing 

condition for the enjoyment of present and future generations. There are four primary federal 

agencies charged with protecting and managing wild and scenic rivers: the Bureau of Land 

Management, the US Forest Service, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Park 

Service.  A list of designated rivers and contact information can be found at http:// 

http://www.rivers.gov/rivers/. This website also contains information about the Nationwide 

Rivers Inventory (NRI), which is an additional list of river segments with significant natural 

and/or cultural values that should be considered in the planning process.   

 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this time.  

 

 

Missy Morrison 

Resource Planning and Compliance Program, External Review Coordinator 

National Park Service, Northeast Regional Office 

200 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19106 

(215) 597-7067 

 

 

cc:  

Sarah Quinn (Sarah_Quinn@nps.gov) 

Mary Krueger (Mary_C_Kreuger@nps.gov) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rivers.gov/rivers/
mailto:Sarah_Quinn@nps.gov
mailto:Mary_C_Kreuger@nps.gov
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