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New Federal Partnerships



Ocean industries
Ocean Intel and the Blue Economy



NOAA Spatial Planning 
● Completed 50+ analyses in last 5 years
● Aquaculture Opportunity Areas
● Wind Energy Areas
● State-designated aquaculture use areas
● Spatial planning for Ports/Harbors and farm specific sites
● Tool/app development
● Stakeholder engagement
● Geospatial science and services
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Wind Spatial Models Underway
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Why Spatial Suitability Modeling?  
Analyzes the “whole ecosystem” 
Identifies hotspots of conflict and opportunity
Requires set rules (weights) and methods
Provides defensible and transparent methods 
Allows for scenario planning
Supports comprehensive environmental review

A spatial suitability model weights locations relative to 
each other based on a given criteria.
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~65 data layers 



Gulf of Mexico WEAs Example
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Industry and operations
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Suitability results

WEA options

Draft WEAs 

Gulf of Mexico WEA model



Model performance examples

Deconflict fisheries Deconflict shipping industry



Thank you! 
Questions/discussion


