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National Historic Preservation Act

What is Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act?

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) requires that each federal agency consider the 
effects on historic properties of projects they fund, permit, 
license, approve, assist, or carry out.

What does the Section 106 consultation 
process do?
• Identify Consulting Parties and invite them to 

participate in the process

• Identify historic properties *

• Assess the effects of the undertaking on historic 
properties*

• Explore alternatives to avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
adverse effects

*Under the NEPA substitution process 2 & 3 above are combined and step 3 is consultation
with Consulting Parties during the NEPA scoping, environmental analysis, and the
preparation of the EIS regarding the effect of the undertaking on historic properties

What is a historic property?

A historic property is defined in the NHPA  [54 U.S.C. § 
300308] as any “prehistoric or historic district, site, 
building, structure, or object included in, or eligible for 
inclusion on, the National Register of Historic Places, 
including artifacts, records, and material remains 
related to such a property or resource.”

What are the National Register Criteria?
• A – Associated with evens that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history; or

• B – Associated with the lives of persons significant 
in our past;

• C – Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that 
represent the work of a master, or that possess high 
artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction; or

• D – Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history

Maximum Design Wind Turbine

Indicative image: Electrical Service Platform with a jacket foundation
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Photolocation #17 / Gay Head Lighthouse, Aquinnah 

Located on a prominent rise, the State and National Register-listed Gay Head Lighthouse’s
(GAY.900) southerly view is too far east to view the SWDA due to its location at the western end
of Martha’s Vineyard.  A southeast view is required to look toward the SWDA, and this view is
partially obstructed by existing topography and vegetation. Only the southwestern portion of
the SWDA would potentially be viewable, which is at the furthest distance from the lighthouse.
The area surrounding the lighthouse is a mixture of open fields and low vegetation (shrubbery) 
with sporadic tree growth 1.8-3 m (6-10 ft) in height.  A view from within or atop the lighthouse
was not obtainable during the field survey.

View southeast toward the SWDA, at right.
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1,047 ft
Blade Tip Height

Visible Portion of Closest 
Phase 1 Turbine

The above photograph is intended to be viewed 20 inches from the reader’s eye when printed on 11”x17” paper 
and 13 inches from the reader’s eye when printed on 8 1/2” x 11” paper. Viewing on an uncalibrated video moni-
tor can alter intended lightness, color and/or contrast of the image. 

This photo simulation conservatively presents project visibility under clear weather conditions. 
Minimal atmospheric haze is applied to simulated elements to account for sea spray and sea salt 
typical of atmospheric conditions over the ocean. 
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Figure B-1b
Aquinnah Cultural Center
Town of Aquinnah, Martha’s Vineyard Island, MA

SIMULATED VIEW: 501 SOUTH

Latitude:Latitude: 41°20’45.497”N
Longitude:Longitude: 70°50’08.169”W
Elevation(Elevation(±):: 105 ft
Nearest Turbine:Nearest Turbine: 24.5 mi24.5 mi

96
7 

ft

Date / Time: 13-May-2017/14:38
Light Condition:Light Condition: Side LightSide Light
Camera:Camera: Canon 6d Mark IICanon 6d Mark II
Focal Length:Focal Length: 50mm (full frame)50mm (full frame)
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Area of Potential Effect (APE) for the New England Wind Project
BOEM needs your input regarding historic properties 
(building, site, district, object or structure or Traditional 
Cultural Property) that may be affected by this project.

This project has three categories of the APE:
• Terrestrial: includes areas potentially impacted by any

ground disturbing activities associated with the construction
and operation of the proposed Project.

• Marine: The depth and breadth of the seabed potentially
impacted by any bottom-disturbing activities.

• Viewshed: The areas from which renewable energy
structures—whether located offshore or onshore—would be
visible. This would include the proposed onshore substation
site, as well as WTGs, offshore substations, and a potential 
reactive compensation station.

Gay Head Lighthouse, Aquinnah Tom Nevers Field, Nantucket Aquinnah Cultural Center, Photographic Simulation (zoomed in) Simulated view: New England Wind
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