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Figure E-1-3. Atlantic Herring (Clupea harengus) Designated EFH in the Offshore Project Area
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The Atlantic herring is managed under the NEFMC Atlantic Herring FMP as a single stock: the
Northwestern Atlantic Coast stock. The fishery stock is not currently overfished or subject to overfishing
(NOAA Fisheries 2019).

E-1.2.3 Atlantic Sea Scallop (Placopecten magellanicus)

Atlantic sea scallop EFH for all life stages is designated in the Lease Area; there is no designated Atlantic
sea scallop EFH in federal or state waters of the Offshore Export Cable Route Corridor (Table E-1-4; Figure
E-1-4). They are suspension or filter feeders that feed primarily on phytoplankton, diatoms, microscopic
animals, and detritus (Packer et al. 1999a). Feeding habits do not change markedly across life stages.

Table E-1-4. Atlantic Sea Scallop (Placopecten magellanicus) Designated EFH in the Offshore Project Area

Offshore Export Cable Route Corridor

Action Area Lease Area

Federal Waters State Waters
Total Project Acreage 112,799 14,234 1,652
EFH Acreage in Project Area by Life Stage
ALL | 46,601 | 0 | 0
Percent of Project Area Covered by EFH by Life Stage
ALL | 41.3% | 0.0% | 0.0%
Percent of Total Species EFH Area Covered by Project Area
ALL | 0.140% | 0.000% | 0.000%

Sources: Packer et al. 1999a; NEFMC 2017

In the Mid-Atlantic Bight, Atlantic sea scallop eggs are found in inshore benthic marine habitats and on the
continental shelf in the vicinity of adult scallops (NEFMC 2017). Eggs remain on the seafloor for four to
five weeks prior to developing into the first free-swimming larval stage. Designated EFH for Atlantic sea
scallop eggs is on the seafloor in temperatures spanning 55 to 63°F (13 to 17°C) (Packer et al. 1999a).

Atlantic sea scallop larvae are found in pelagic marine habitats in inshore and offshore areas during their
two planktonic stages (trochophore and veliger stages) (NEFMC 2017). Planktonic larvae exhibit diel
vertical migrations and are carried by currents for more than a month before demersal spat settle on hard
surfaces including gravel, pebbles, shells, macroalgae, and other organisms such as hydroids (NEFMC
2017). Spat attached to hardbottom have higher survival rates than spat settled on shifting sand. Designated
EFH for Atlantic sea scallop larvae is in the upper 33 ft (10 m) of the water column during planktonic stages
and on the seafloor as spat, where temperatures span 54 to 64°F (12 to 18°C) and salinities are within 16.9
to 30 ppt (Packer et al. 1999a).

Atlantic sea scallop juveniles are found in benthic marine habitats attached by byssal threads to gravel,
pebble, cobble, and shells (NEFMC 2017). Older juveniles lose their byssal attachments and become active
swimmers but remain demersal; they prefer habitats with low concentrations of suspended inorganic
material for feeding purposes (Packer et al. 1999a; NEFMC 2017). Designated EFH for Atlantic sea scallop
juveniles is in depths of 59 to 361 ft (18 to 110 m), where temperatures span 34 to 59°F (1.2 to 15°C) and
salinities exceed 25 ppt (Packer et al. 1999a; NEFMC 2017).
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Figure E-1-4. Atlantic Sea Scallop (Placopecten magellanicus) Designated EFH in the Offshore Project Area
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