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Poster Stations

• BOEM Leasing & Environmental Review 
Processes

• Commercial Fishing Impacts 

• Marine Mammals and Underwater Noise

• Cumulative Impacts

• Navigation

• Impact Definitions 

• Proposed Action and Alternatives

• Benthic Habitat

• Maps of Project Area

• Avian Impact

• Historic Preservation

• How to Comment

• Court Reporter 



Leasing and Development Process 





Vineyard Wind Construction and Operations Plan (COP) 

• Vineyard Wind (VW) submitted their COP on December 20, 2017

• BOEM can disapprove, approve, or approve with conditions

o Will happen after Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is complete 
and will be documented by the Record of Decision (ROD)



Vineyard Wind (VW) Project Overview 

• 106 Wind Turbine Locations (up to 100 wind turbines)

• 8-10 Megawatt (MW) Wind Turbines 
o VW announced selection of 9.5 MW turbine 

• Total Capacity: 800 MW

• All monopole, or up to 10 jacket foundations, remainder monopole

• Cable landfall at one of two locations on Cape Cod
o VW’s preferred landfall location is Covell’s Beach

o VW and Barnstable signed host community agreement (October 5)



National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

NEPA is a procedural law requiring Federal agencies to assess the 
environmental effects of their proposed action(s), and reasonable 
alternatives, prior to making decisions.

Major Actions/Decision Points:

• Lease Issuance (Survey Work)

• Plan Approval (Site Assessment, Construction & Operation, or General Activities)

• Decommissioning Activities



Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

• Must be prepared if agency is proposing a 
major federal action significantly affecting the 
quality of the human environment

• Public scoping required and public comment 
period required for Draft EIS

• Analysis of reasonable alternatives and 
cumulative effects required



Environmental Review and Approval Process for COP

~



Notice of Intent (NOI) to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

• Published in Federal Register March 30, 2018 
(www.boem.gov/83-FR-13777)

• Kicked off the EIS process 

• Five Public Scoping Meetings Held April 16-19, 2018

• 30-day public comment period closed April 30, 2018
• Comments can be found here: 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=BOEM-2018-0015



Notice of Availability (NOA) of Draft EIS

• Published in Federal Register December 7, 2018 
(www.boem.gov/83-FR-63184/)

• Announced availability of DEIS

• Opened 45-day Public Comment Period 

• Comment period reopened until February 22, 2019 due to 
government shutdown (www.boem.gov/84-FR-2925/)

http://www.boem.gov/84-FR-2925/


Public Comment on DEIS

• Providing your local expertise and 
perspective will help produce a more 
complete environmental analysis of the 
proposed project resulting in a more 
informed decision by BOEM

• Comments are due February 22, 2019



Public Comment on DEIS

Types of information BOEM is looking for:

• Accuracy of information

• Adequacy of methodology or assumptions used in the environmental analysis

• New information relevant to the analysis or that would change the conclusions

• New alternatives that meet the purpose and need statement, are feasible, and 
are substantially different than the alternatives already considered in the draft EIS

• Where clarification is needed



Five Public Hearings

• February 11 – Nantucket, MA

• February 12 – Martha’s Vineyard, MA

• February 13 – Hyannis, MA

• February 14 – New Bedford, MA

• February 15 – Narragansett, RI 



Proposed Action

A PROPOSED ACTION

The construction, operation, maintenance, and 
eventual decommissioning of an up-to-
800-MW wind energy facility on the Outer 
Continental Shelf offshore Massachusetts within 
the proposed Project area and associated export 
cables would occur within the range of design 
parameters outlined in the Vineyard Wind 
Construction and Operation Plan, subject to 
applicable mitigation measures.

Analysis of the project 
proposed by Vineyard Wind 
LLC.



Alternatives 



Environmental and Socioeconomic Resources

Socioeconomic

• Aesthetics and Visual Resources

• Commercial and Recreational Fishing

• Cultural Resources

• Military Uses

• Environmental Justice

• Land Use and Coastal Infrastructure

• Tourism and Recreation

• Demographics and Employment

Physical

• Air Quality

• Water Quality

Biological

• Marine Mammals

• Sea Turtles

• Fish and Essential Fish 
Habitat

• Coastal Habitats

• Benthic Resources

• Avian and Bat Species



What Impacts did the DEIS find?

• For most resources, impacts were Negligible to Minor with some Moderate
short term impacts

• Moderate to Major impacts for Environmental Justice, Commercial Fisheries, 
and Navigation and Vessel Traffic.

• Some Minor and Moderate beneficial impacts (Primarily Coastal Habitats; 
Benthic Resources; Finfish, Invertebrates, and EFH; and Demographics, 
Employment, and Economics)  

• Note: Some resources had both potentially negative and beneficial impacts 
from the project



What Impacts did the DEIS find?

• Action alternatives similar in impacts to the Proposed Action except for 
Alternative B which has lower impacts

• Mitigation measures lower impacts to Commercial Fisheries from Moderate to 
Major to Minor to Moderate

• This assumes financial compensation for fishing gear damage or loss and lost 
income due to construction, operations, and maintenance.









Remaining EIS Schedule

Early 2019:  Hold public hearings

Spring 2019:  Publish Final EIS

Summer 2019:  Conclude consultations, publish Record of Decision



How to Comment



BOEM.gov

Brian Krevor |    Brian.Krevor@boem.gov    |    703-787-1346

For more information on the Vineyard Wind project, visit www.boem.gov/Vineyard-Wind
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