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Good day and welcome to todayds webc

be your event specialist today.

All lines have been placed on mute to prevent any background noise. Please

note, that todayod6s webcast is bei
will have a question and answer session. You can submit your (texted)
guestions at any time. Todo so, clickthe een A Q&AO0 i con

hand corner of your screen, type your question in the open area and click
Aasko to submit.

I f you would Iike to view todayos
Afull screenod but tcormerafyourscreen. Pressvieer
Afescaped key on your keyboard to
viewing and participation, please disable your pop up blockers.

And finally, should you need technical assistance, as a best practice, we

ng

on

pr
roi
ret

suwggest that you first refresh your browser. If that does not resolve the issue,

please click on the support option on the upper right hand corner of your
screen for online troubleshooting.

And it is now my pleasur e atCantrdL,ur n
Laura, the floor is yours.
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Thank you, (Caroline). Welcome, everyone. As (Caroline) said this is Laura
Cantral, and on behalf of the Milantic Regional Planning body we want to
thank you for joining us today.

This is abig milestone; the draft Midtlantic Regional Ocean Action plan

has been released, and RPB is very pleased to have this opportunity to provide

an overview to hear your questions and
at this draft plan. And to talk tgu about other opportunities over the course

of the summer to engage with the RPB and have more dialogue and more
opportunities for questions and commen
little bit about that over the course of this webinar.

So,let me just go through a few quick preliminaries. We have three

objectives that we want to address during this webinar. We're going to offer

an overview of the draft plan, and you
had a chance to go online and de=draft. We want to make sure that you all
understand how, when and where you can find out more information and

submit your comments by attending a public listening session and other ways
that you can provide your iamtgut . And
portion of this webinar devoted to time for entertaining your questions and

hearing about your input for the draft plan.

So in terms of our agenda, pretty straight forward. We will go from now until
1 pm or as needed. And we're going-tassoon as I'm done with these few
remarks about this agendave will have some remarks about an overview of
the regional planning body and its work and then walk through the content of
the draft plan.

By right about 12 o dlichiftogeakstoourQ&A | i tt | e
session of the webinar, and you heard (Caroline) giving you instructions about
how you can submit your question or your comments using the chat function.
Those will come here to us at Meridian and we will be fielding your guresti

and organizing them by topic.

We may do a little bundling or synthesizing depending on the volume of
guestions that we're getting, and webobl
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you will hear from providing the overview. And also those presgater

joined by other members of the RPB who are available and standing by to
contribute if they want to address a question or a comment that is posed by a
member of the public.

So let me tell you a little bit, those of you who have participated irkiasof

webinar before this will this will sound familiar- but following the event

we wi || post on the RPB Web Site the t
be a recording of this webinar, a transcript, the full slide presentation, a record

of all of the chat questions and comments. So even if for some reason

either timing or because we did a little bit of bunding ou di dndét see
guestion posed in exactly the way you posed it, you will see a record of

everything that was submitted. Amde 6 | | al so provide a |1

So in terms of how you can provide your publiprovide your comment,

there are three ways that you can do that. The first one is today during the

Q&A portion of the webinar. And then you can see on theslidat we are

presenting you with a schedule of open houses that will be an opportunity for

you to come and meet with members of the RPB, have discussion, provide

your input, hear more than we're going to be able to share with you during this

event aboutvhat's in the plan. And you can see that schedileh er e 6s goi n
to be a number of opportunities now through the end of the month of July.

And then of course, you are always welcome and encouraged to provide your
comment to the plan. There is aadéne for-- during this formal public

comment period. We need to hear from you by September 6th and you can
sendangnai | t o <“mhileddR$3 Brdy@u cam send your comments in
writing and thereds an addreaewwm t her e.
because all of this information is on the Web Site and this slide deck will be

on the Web Site and there are plenty of ways to find what you need to enable

you to get your (public comment in).

All right. So with those preliminaries, | think weheady to dive right into

our content for today, starting with an overview (of) the RPB. And I'm going
to turn to Bob LaBelle our federal 4ead for the MidAtlantic RPB to kick

this off. Bob?



MERIDIAN INSTITUTE
Moderator:Laura Catral
07-11-16/11:00 a.m. ET
Confirmation #33503118
Page4

Bob LaBelle Well thank you, Laura, and welcome, everyo@ood afternoon and thank
you so much for tuning in today to tal
happy to have you on board.

Justaswayby way of overvi ew, itdés hard to
this to April 2013 in our efforts to (meedy an RPB and to bring this effort

together with the help of everyone who cares about and lives and works in the

ocean in the MidAtlantic. And of course the primary purpose is to improve

overall coordination between all the members that contribute fRRPIBe

Al so data has a |l ot to do with it as vy
collaborative relationships are probably the most important thing that has

happened already over the last three plus years. So, next slide.

So her eds thehR¥B igyowaaarpseeahe dtates that are invelved

six states- two federally recognized tribes Shinnecock Indian Nation and

the Pamunkey Indian Tribe the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council

and eight federal agencies who are all on thenphieere and Connecticut

the state of Connectictt serves as an exfficio member to the RPB. This

shows our Web Site and | would encour a
go there and look and see all the information you can pick up there. And you

can always @nail us directly at that-enail address there. Next slide.

So we want to stress that public input has been a priority throughout this draft

plan development. And you can see the list there of five full RPB meetings

have happened alreadyll webinars, et cetera, lots of workshops and

listening sessions and numerous additional meetings in the specific sectors

that work in the ocean and care about the ocean and study the ocean and lots

of information, lots of efforts to develop and add datd make it easily

available throughthe Midt | anti ¢ data portal and we
very shortly.

| want to stress what's coming up this summer. We did meet the date July 6

to get the draft plan out and we did hear your commentsvesies to expand

the amount of time that the public had to comment. We were able to go from

45 to 60 days. And certainly youdoll h
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coming up across the states in the Mithntic this month. So stay tuned for
more on tlat and we hope to see you there. Next slide.

So here is the timeline. Our timeline is getting shorter and more simplified as

you can see, i f you remember some of t
in the second stage therghe 60 day public comemt period- it will end on

September 6th so please get your comments in. And then wiethaIfull

RPB will look at those comments and respond and revise the plan

accordingly. And then in the fall send the completed ocean action plan to the
NationalOcean Council for their concurrence and we anticipate approval from

the National Ocean Council by late fall, | would say.

And I think at this point I'm going to turn it over to Gwynne Schultz, who is
going to give us- talk to us about chapter one averview of the draft plan.
Thank you.

Gwynne Schultz Good, thank you, Bob. So at this time my colleagues and | will present an
overview of the draft plan starting wi
an i mage depi ct i n graphibhfecusRoPdidregionalr i mar y ¢
ocean planning efforts. It encompasses the area from New York to Virginia
and seaward to 200 nautical miles, which includes federal, state and tribal
waters.

It is truly amazing the abundance of natural resources andsiiyvef human

uses in the region and the management of these resources and uses is
distributed among numerous agencies at the federal, state and tribal levels and
includes hundreds of domestic laws, regulations and policies. Next slide,
please.

So chgter one starts out by characterizing the special relationship of the Mid
Atlantic region to the ocean waters off its shores. It then explains the more
than three years of history and collaborative process ofAdahtic Regional
Ocean planning and inales details about the RPB and its membership.
Several foundational documents that were developed with public input are
described in this chapter including, first, the RPB charter which clarifies the
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purpose, participants and delineation of roles and nssipitities. Then you

will also see a description of the regional ocean assessment.

And i f you havendét already checked t hi
It is an online product that brings together and summarizes best available
information o the ocean ecosystem and ocean uses and provides links to

more in depth information. Then section 1.4 of chapter one describes the
Mid-At | antic regional ocean framewor k, a
overarching principles to guide ocean plannihg,tivo goals for the regional

ocean planning process and a series of objective related to each goal.

And then finally in this section youol
called Approach to the Midtlantic Action Plan by which the RPB agreed to
identify and i mplement coll aborative a

get into chapter two. Next slide, please.

So, this chapter also explains that the draft plan and the actions contained
therein are designed to enhance coordination and oodtabn and to inform
decision making by the government agencies with existing management
authorities over our ocean resources. It explains that this work will be done
under these existing authorities and that the RPB itself does not have any
regulatory athority. So our next speaker, Bob LaBelle from BOEM is going
to kick off an overview of chapter two.

Bob LaBelle OK, thank you, Gwynne.

So chapter two is all about promoting this big long Hjteisdictional

coordination (phrase) thatthe fird day-- the RPB shortened that to 1IJC. So
thatdéds what 1JC stands for, you see it
all the entities on the RPB working together in an improved fashion and with a
common goal and that is, taking a regional appréagitanning for ocean

conservation, protection, activities and research and data sharing.

So in chapter two, we try to set up some of the things that were so important

for any good ocean plan. And we talked about those among other things, best
praciecs on enhancing coordination. We 6 |
second.






