The Department of the Interior's Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) promotes energy independence,
environmental protection and economic development through responsible, science-based management of energy
and mineral resources on the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). BOEM is responsible for overseeing off- shore
renewable energy development in federal waters in an economically and environmentally sound manner.
While BOEM's off shore renewable energy portfolio consists of several resources-including ocean wave and
oceancurrent energy-off shore wind energy has garnered the most interest to date.
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For any proposed OCS development, BOEM evaluates the potential impacts on ocean users, historic and cultural resources and the marine
environment. BOEM uses a multi-phased process to grant access to ocean areas that are suitable for wind energy development that
consists of the following phases:

Planning and Analysis - Identify potential areas for wind energy leasing through collaborative,

con sultative and analytical processes. Conduct environmental compliance reviews and consultations
with Tribes, states and natural resource agencies.

Leasing - Issue commercial wind energy leases, either through a competitive or noncompetitive process.

Commercial leases give the lessee exclusive rights to develop and submit its plans for BOEM approval ,
not to construct any facilities.

Site Assessment - Receive Site Assessment Plan (SAP), the lessee's detailed proposal for construction

of a meteorological tower and/or the installation of meteorological buoys on the leasehold. Conduct site
characterization surveys and studies (e.g., avian, marine mammal , archeological). BOEM must approve the
SAP before the lessee conducts these activities.

Construction and Operations - Receive the lessee's Construction and Operations Plan (COP), which

details a wind energy project's construction and operations plan. BOEM conducts environmental and
technical reviews of the COP before deciding whether to approve, modify, or deny the plan. The developer
must submit a plan to decommission facilities prior to the end of the lease term.

BOEM engages key stakeholders throughout these processes to
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offshore renewable energy. Each task force collects and shares
information that would be useful and relevant to BOEM's decision
making process. BOEM is also integrating regional per-spectives
into the task forces to better utilize the shared regional interests
and concerns between states.
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For More Information:

https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy
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