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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR THE VINEYARD WIND 1 OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY PROJECT
DRAFT () FINAL (X) DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ( )

Lead Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM), Office of Renewable Energy Programs

Cooperating Federal
Agencies: U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service
U.S. Department of Defense, Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Coast Guard
U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Safety and Environmental
Enforcement
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Cooperating Tribal
Nation: Narragansett Indian Tribe
Cooperating State
Agencies: Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management
Rhode Island Coastal Resource Management Council
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
Contact Person: Jennifer Bucatari
Environmental Protection Specialist
Office of Renewable Energy Programs, Environment Branch
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
Office (703) 787-1742
Jennifer.Bucatari@boem.gov
Area: Lease Area OCS-A 0501
Abstract:

This Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) assesses the potential environmental, social,
economic, historic, and cultural impacts that could result from the construction, operation, maintenance,
and decommissioning of an approximately 800-megawatt offshore wind energy facility located more than
14 miles (23.6 kilometers) southeast of Martha’s Vineyard. This Vineyard Wind 1 Offshore Wind Energy
Project (Project) is proposed by Vineyard Wind LLC and designed to serve demand for renewable energy
in New England. The FEIS was prepared following the requirements of the National Environmental
Policy Act (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] §§ 4321-4370f) and implementing regulations. This FEIS
incorporates analyses in the Supplement to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) addressing
reasonably foreseeable offshore wind activities and their effects, previously unavailable fishing data, a
new transit lane alternative, and changes to the proposed Project made by Vineyard Wind LLC. The FEIS
also addresses comments received during the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and SEIS
comment periods. The FEIS will inform BOEM in deciding whether to approve, approve with
modifications, or disapprove the proposed Project. Cooperating agencies may also rely on the FEIS to
support decision making if they determine the analysis is adequate for that purpose. BOEM’s action
furthers U.S. policy to make the Outer Continental Shelf energy resources available for development in an
expeditious and orderly manner, subject to environmental safeguards (43 U.S.C. § 1332(3)), including
consideration of natural resources and existing ocean uses.
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Appendix K—Public Comments and Responses

Table K-12: Substantive Comments on the SEIS and Responses

Index
Number

Comment Text

Response

2-001

I am concerned about the effects on both commerical and recreational
fishing. Some fisherman voices positive view. Saying it would improve
fishing. After having read numerous articles from around the globe. This is
not true. After they are built they restrict access stating safety and security.

Section 3.10.2 of the FEIS has been updated to state that while temporary
restricted access areas (safety zones) may be set up around active
construction areas where applicable, BOEM does not have the authority to
restrict vessel access to the WDA during operations. In addition, the USCG
has stated that they do not intend to restrict access to the WDA during
operations. The USCG’s authority to establish safety zones only extends to
the boundary of the territorial waters of the United States, which is 12
nautical miles from shore and outside the WDA. Examples of this access in
the U.S. can be seen in the Block Island Wind Farm and Coastal Virginia
Offshore Wind Project. BOEM's lack of authority to restrict vessel traffic
would apply equally to commercial and recreational vessels.

2-002

They are owned by multi-national corporations that have no ties to ICMD.
But it will increase our taxes.

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS references several studies that provide projections
of economic investment from offshore wind. The numbers of estimated jobs
shown in the FEIS are only domestic jobs, and for the Vineyard Wind 1
Project are specifically jobs in Massachusetts. Referenced studies incorporate
varying projections of foreign versus domestic economic activity, depending
upon the anticipated growth of the domestic offshore wind supply chain, and
the FEIS consistently uses the base or lower projections of domestic
economic activity in arriving at conclusions. Consideration of the nationality
of the applicants is not required under NEPA and is not necessary to support
the findings in Section 3.6.1.1.

2-003

We still do not know where they are planing to come onshore. One issue that
needs to be considered is the possibility of the developers using eminent
domain to lay the cables onshore.

The proposed Project would make landfall at the Covell’s Beach landfall as
Vineyard Wind has stated that New Hampshire Avenue is no longer being
considered as they have received their state and local permits and approvals
for Covell’s Beach. Please see Figure 2.1-1 of the FEIS for the landfall
location and upland route.

2-004

additionn the cables at Block Island did not even remain buried off shore

Section 2.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to address cable burial risk for the
proposed Project. The OECC would have a target burial depth of 5-8 feet
(1.5-2.5 meters). Potential interactions with fishing gear are discussed in the
revised Section 3.10.2 of the FEIS. A submarine cable system burial plan has
been included in Appendix D as a mitigation measure for the proposed
Project.

3-001

Please do not place wind turbines in our ocean. The pristine ocean view
deserves to be left undisturbed.

The DEIS and Sections 3.10.1 and 3.10.2 of the SEIS addressed the visual
impacts of Vineyard Wind 1 wind turbines from shorelines with views of the
offshore wind development. Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been
updated to address new visual simulations provided by Vineyard Wind that
provide views of the 14 MW wind turbines as well as simulations of
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Index Comment Text Response
Number
Vineyard Wind 1 combined with other offshore wind development. The
simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-
cumulative-visual-assessment.

4-001 These [horseshoe] crabs are found only along the Atlantic Coast of the US Section 3.2 of the FEIS has been revised to include a discussion on horseshoe
and Mexico, and the largest biomass found in the Delaware Bay and coastal |crabs. Potential impacts on horseshoe crabs are considered alongside other
waters of Maryland and Delaware. Right where wind farms are planned on  [slow-moving benthic species of importance. Impacts on spawning horseshoe
being built. Even to the point of being on top of and adjacent to a “horseshoe |crabs are addressed specifically. This is a Project-specific EIS, not a
crab sanctuary” [Schuster Sanctuary] of the DE and MD coasts. Programmatic EIS, and the proposed action does not overlap or effect the

Carl N. Schuster Horseshoe Crab Reserve.

4-002 Structures built on top of their habitat will crush them. Section 3.3.1 of the SEIS stated that new cable emplacement and pile driving
would cause injury or mortality. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is
warranted.

4-003 The electricity emanating out of underwater cables will destroy whatever Sections 3.3.1 and 3.4.1 of the SEIS discussed the impacts of EMF on fauna.

non-crushed habitat remains. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

4-004 The horseshoe crab stock is in serious danger from offshore wind. The Section 3.3 of the SEIS discussed the effects of structures in soft-bottom
monopoles and cables will be placed right where the horseshoe crabs winter |habitat. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
and fall habitat to bury, they find their food source I.e. razor clams, mussels,
surf clams, etc.

4-005 I don’t understand how foreign countries can come in and destroy what we, |Section 3.2 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the current condition and
Americans, have put in a sanctuary [since 2001] and abided by conservative |potential impacts on horseshoe crabs. However, a quantitative assessment of
measures for years. The sanctuary was created to protect the large spawning |the impact on any particular species or stock is beyond the scope of this EIS
population of horseshoe crabs in the Delaware Bay and maintain the and is not essential to a reasoned choice among alternatives.
superabundance of crab eggs available to migratory shorebirds. The
rectangular shaped sanctuary is positioned in the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) bounded by State regulated waters to the west and extending 30 miles
east. The reserve’s southern boundary lies just north of Ocean City, MD and
the northern boundary is just south of Atlantic City, NJ. No commercial
harvesting of horseshoe crabs is allowed within sanctuary waters.

5-001 Offshore wind turbines offer nothing worth risking destruction of the sea life |New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
and the ocean habitat. Studies are showing possible drastic negative affects |existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.
on sea life near wind farms....Even during these months of shut down CO2
continued to rise at the same rate as normal. Wind turbines do not reduce
CO2 emissions due to their construction and installations. They are made of
steel and concrete, both require coal to manufacture.

6-001 Infrasound is damaging to all life. Wind turbines are known to produce this. |Section 3.3.7.3 of the DEIS and Section 3.5.1 of the SEIS discussed the

In other countries infrasound is used as a weapon. I cannot believe that our
government lets these Wind Farms damage communities knowing the
damage that they cause.

expected distance that noise associated with operational WTGS would reach
ambient levels. Based on measurements at the Block Island Wind Farm, low
frequency noise generated by operating turbines reaches ambient levels at
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Index
Number

Comment Text

Response

164 feet (50 meters; Miller and Potty 2017). Therefore, no change to the
FEIS is warranted.

7-001

Wind turbines kill birds and bats and insects

Thank you for your comment.

7-002

Wind turbines affect the navigation systems of whales and dolphins leading
to their deaths

Sections 3.3.7.3 of the DEIS and Sections 3.5.1 and 3.5.2 of the SEIS
discussed the potential impacts of EMF on marine mammals and the potential
consequences to marine mammal migration. As discussed, modeled and
measured magnetic fields from AC cables buried to a depth of 3 feet would
emit detectable fields up to 82 feet above the cable and 79 feet along the sea
floor. Vineyard Wind proposes to bury Project cables to a depth of 5-8 feet,
providing greater shielding and reducing field detection distances. Additional
discussion of the uncertainty regarding the individual and/or population level
impacts of EMF on marine mammals was provided in Appendix H of the
SEIS. Given the extremely localized nature of the potential EMF related
impacts exposure is expected to be low. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is
warranted.

7-003

Wind turbines cause infrasound affecting animals, sea life, birds, and humans

Sections 3.4, 3.5, and A.8.3 of the SEIS discussed the potential impacts of
WTG operational noise. The SEIS discussed the expected distance that noise
associated with operational WTGS would reach ambient levels. Based on
measurements at the Block Island Wind Farm, low frequency noise generated
by operating turbines reaches ambient levels at 164 feet (50 meters; Miller
and Potty 2017). Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

7-004

Wind turbines make money for foreign companies not the state in which they
put the turbine

The FEIS is for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project, and therefore provides analysis
specific to the economic impacts of the Vineyard Wind 1 Project within the
geographic analysis area that would reasonably be expected to experience
direct economic impacts. Consideration of the nationality of the applicants is
not required under NEPA and is not necessary to support the findings in
Section 3.6.1.1.

7-005

Wind turbines do not create hundreds of local jobs

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to include more detailed
information than the SEIS, from several studies that provide projections of
economic investment from offshore wind. The numbers of estimated jobs
shown in the FEIS are only domestic jobs, and for the Vineyard Wind 1
Project are specifically jobs in Massachusetts. Referenced studies incorporate
varying projections of foreign versus domestic economic activity, depending
upon the anticipated growth of the domestic offshore wind supply chain, and
the FEIS consistently uses the base or lower projections of domestic
economic activity in arriving at conclusions.

7-006

Wind turbines cost consumers millions of dollars in fees to pay for the
subsidies given to foreign companies

The SEIS relied on projections of local employment, economic activity,
local/state tax revenues, known investment in local ports and job programs,
and grants to local communities and organizations, to reach a reasonable
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Index Comment Text Response
Number
conclusions of beneficial impact within the geographic analysis area. Section
3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to include additional information on
ongoing port facility improvements and projections of economic investment.
The analysis of employment and economic impacts within the geographic
analysis area is valid regardless of federal and state subsidies.
7-007 turbines increase the cost of your electricity threefold making the countries in |Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.
which it prevails energy poor
7-008 Wind turbines cost rate payers money in subsidies when they are forced to  |Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.
stop running
7-009 Wind turbines are not green - they use more fossil fuel than they save New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.
7-010 Wind turbines use rare earth minerals which are mined in less than humane |New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
conditions and cause much pollution where they are mined existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.
7-011 Wind turbines cause health problems in humans New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.
7-012 Wind turbines cause flicker on nearby properties The FEIS does not address flicker because the Vineyard Wind turbines, being
at least 14 miles offshore, would be too far from shore to cause flicker for
observers on land. This effect could be experienced by mariners who are
much closer to the turbines than the closest coastline.
7-013 Wind turbines drive fish away and affect the commercial and recreational Section 3.4 and 3.11 of the SEIS discuss the impacts from offshore wind
fishing industry development on finfish and commercial and for-hire recreational fisheries,
including impacts from noise, anchoring, new cable emplacement and
maintenance, vessel traffic, and the presence of structures. Therefore, no
change to the FEIS is warranted.
7-014 Wind turbines cause havoc to shipping lanes Sections 3.11.2 through 3.11.5 of the FEIS discuss impacts to vessel traffic.
The major ports in the vicinity of the WDA include the ProvPort, Fall River,
New Bedford, and Davisville. The primary vessel traffic and commercial
shipping lanes serving these ports are outside of the WDA (COP Volume 111,
Section 5.5.1, Appendix III-I; Epsilon 2020a).
7-015 Wind turbines affect the ability of radar to predict severe weather Section 3.12 of the FEIS has been updated to specify that weather radar

systems were included in the analysis of the Proposed Action, and that the
Proposed Action is not anticipated to impact weather radar systems. The
FEIS was also updated to 1) Include references to FAA Order JO 7400.2M,
(FAA 2019) which implements procedures for conducting aeronautical
studies per 14 CFR Part 77, and requires an obstruction evaluation to
consider "physical, electromagnetic, or line-of-sight interference on existing
or proposed air navigation, communications, radar, and control systems
facilities" and provides specific requirements for such an analysis, and to 2)
Clarify that BOEM assumes offshore project proponents would conduct radar
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Comment Text
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studies in coordination with BOEM's Information Guidelines for a
Renewable Energy Construction and Operations Plan (COP) issued May 27,
2020 and the requirements of 30 CFR 585.621, and these radar studies would
identify potential impacts and mitigation to weather radar systems. To
develop the information in the FEIS, BOEM relied on the FAA's DOD
Preliminary Screening Tool which indicates that the Proposed Action and
other offshore wind facilities in the RI and MA Lease Areas are unlikely to
impact NEXRAD radar systems; prior FAA determinations for WTGs up to
696 feet for the Proposed Action and up to 1,049 feet for other offshore wind
projects in the RI and MA Lease Areas; and Vineyard Wind's project-specific
radar evaluations included in the COP (COP Volume III, Section 7.9.2.1.2,
Figure 7.9-1; Epsilon 2020a).

7-016

Wind turbines affect the ability of the military to adequately protect our
shores

Section 3.12 of the FEIS addresses potential impacts to military and national
security uses and radar systems and includes updates to clarify information
provided in the DEIS and SEIS. BOEM coordinates with the Department of
Defense and the U.S. Coast Guard throughout the process of identifying
leasing area and approving the COP in order to identify and minimize
conflicts with military and national security concerns.

7-017

Wind turbines will limit the areas in which boats can travel for fear of
collisions with the Wind turbine's bases

Section 3.11.2 of the FEIS discusses impacts due to the presence of
structures. With implementation of the self-imposed measures by Vineyard
Wind described in Section 3.11.2, non-Project vessels transiting between the
Proposed Action ports and the WDA would be able to avoid Proposed Action
vessels and restricted safety zones (if USCG establishes any such zones
within 12 nm of the coast) through routine adjustments to navigation.

7-018

Wind turbines will leak oil into the ocean.

Section A.8.2.2 of the SEIS addressed the potential for accidental releases
and discharges associated with the proposed Project. Therefore, no change to
the FEIS is warranted.

8-001

Wind turbines are expensive, innefficient, unreliable and disrutptive to the
grid. They are the wrong technology for large scale applcation or for use with
a national grid.

BOEM's action is to assess the potential impacts of the proposed Project as
defined in Vineyard Wind's COP. The cost of the project and other
technological implications are outside of BOEM's purview.

8-002

They cannot replace fossil fuels and are not reducing pollution, but they are
increasing costs, resource usage and habitat loss.

An analysis of economics is provided in Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Resource
usage and habitat loss are discussed within the other resource-specific
sections in Chapter 3.

8-003

They also disturb wildlife and kill bird, bats and insects.

Thank you for your comment.

8-004

Wrongly applied 'green' technologies like wind power (see also solar, wave,
biofuels, etc) that were only ever meant to be used as niche genearation in
situations where affordable, reliable and useful grid generation (see Nuclear,
Coal, Gas) is not accessible. Wind power is doing more harm than it could
ever do good.

Thank you for your comment.
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Index
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Comment Text
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9-001

I have no objection to an off shore windmill farm. However I do have an
objection to any taxpayer/public funding going towards this wind farm.
These energy sources need to be self sufficient without taxpayer funds and
with the same tax deductions that any other company will get.

The SEIS relied on projections of employment, economic activity, local/state
tax revenues, known investment in local ports and job programs, and grants
to local communities and organizations, to reach a reasonable conclusions of
beneficial impact within the geographic analysis area. Section 3.6.1.1 of the
FEIS has been updated to include additional information on ongoing port
facility improvements and projections of economic investment. The analysis
of employment and economic impacts within the geographic analysis area is
valid regardless of federal and state subsidies.

10-001

Wind turbines kill birds and bats and insects

Thank you for your comment.

10-002

Wind turbines affect the navigation systems of whales and dolphins leading
to their deaths

Sections 3.3.7.3 of the DEIS and Sections 3.5.1 and 3.5.2 of the SEIS
discussed the potential impacts of EMF on marine mammals and the potential
consequences to marine mammal migration. As discussed, modeled and
measured magnetic fields from AC cables buried to a depth of 3 feet would
emit detectable fields up to 82 feet above the cable and 79 feet along the sea
floor. Vineyard Wind proposes to bury Project cables to a depth of 5-8 feet,
providing greater shielding and reducing field detection distances. Additional
discussion of the uncertainty regarding the individual and/or population level
impacts of EMF on marine mammals was provided in Appendix H of the
SEIS. Given the extremely localized nature of the potential EMF related
impacts exposure is expected to be low. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is
warranted.

10-003

Wind turbines cause infrasound affecting animals, sea life, birds, and humans

Section 3.3.7.3 of the DEIS and Sections 3.4, 3.5, and A.8.3 of the SEIS
discussed the expected distance that noise associated with operational WTGS
would reach ambient levels. Based on measurements at the Block Island
Wind Farm, low frequency noise generated by operating turbines reaches
ambient levels at 164 feet (50 meters; Miller and Potty 2017). Therefore, no
change to the FEIS is warranted.

10-004

Wind turbines make money for foreign companies not the state in which they
put the turbine

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to include more detailed
information from several studies that provide projections of economic
investment from offshore wind. The numbers of estimated jobs shown in the
FEIS are only domestic jobs, and for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project are
specifically jobs in Massachusetts. Referenced studies incorporate varying
projections of foreign versus domestic economic activity, depending upon the
growth of the domestic offshore wind supply chain, and the FEIS consistently
uses the base or lower projections of domestic economic activity in arriving
at conclusions. Consideration of the nationality of the applicants is not
required under NEPA and is not necessary to support the findings in Section
3.6.1.1.
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10-005

Wind turbines do not create hundreds of local jobs

The numbers of estimated jobs shown in the Sections 3.6.1.1 and 3.6.2.1 of
the FEIS are only domestic jobs, and for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project are
specifically jobs in Massachusetts. Referenced studies incorporate varying
projections of foreign versus domestic economic activity, depending upon the
growth of the domestic offshore wind supply chain, and the FEIS consistently
uses the base or lower projections of domestic economic activity in arriving
at conclusions.

10-006

Wind turbines cost consumers millions of dollars in fees to pay for the
subsidies given to foreign companies

The SEIS relied on projections of employment, economic activity, local/state
tax revenues, known investment in local ports and job programs, and grants
to local communities and organizations, to reach a reasonable conclusions of
beneficial impact within the geographic analysis area. Section 3.6.1.1 of the
FEIS has been updated to include additional information on ongoing port
facility improvements and projections of economic investment. The
projections support reasonable conclusions that offshore wind would support
jobs and businesses within the geographic analysis area. The analysis of
employment and economic impacts within the geographic analysis area is
valid regardless of federal and state subsidies.

10-007

turbines increase the cost of your electricity threefold making the countries
in which it prevails energy poor

Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.

10-008

Wind turbines cost rate payers money in subsidies when they are forced to
stop running

Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.

10-009

Wind turbines are not green - they use more fossil fuel than they save

New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.

10-010

Wind turbines use rare earth minerals which are mined in less than humane
conditions and cause much pollution where they are mined

New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.

10-011

Wind turbines cause health problems in humans

New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.

10-012

Wind turbines cause flicker on nearby properties

The FEIS does not address flicker because the Vineyard Wind turbines, being
at least 14 miles offshore, would be too far from shore to cause flicker on
coastal properties. This effect could be experienced by mariners who are
much closer to the turbines than the closest land.

10-013

Wind turbines drive fish away and affect the commercial and recreational
fishing industry

Section 3.4 and 3.11 of the SEIS discuss the impacts from offshore wind
development on finfish and commercial and for-hire recreational fisheries,
including impacts from noise, anchoring, new cable emplacement and
maintenance, vessel traffic, and the presence of structures. Therefore, no
change to the FEIS is warranted.

10-014

Wind turbines cause havoc to shipping lanes

Sections 3.11.2 through 3.11.5 of the FEIS discuss impacts to vessel traffic.
The major ports in the vicinity of the WDA include the ProvPort, Fall River,
New Bedford, and Davisville. The primary vessel traffic and commercial
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shipping lanes serving these ports are outside of the WDA (COP Volume 111,
Section 5.5.1, Appendix III-I; Epsilon 2020a).

10-015

Wind turbines affect the ability of radar to predict severe weather

Section 3.12 of the FEIS has been updated to specify that weather radar
systems were included in the analysis of the Proposed Action, and that the
Proposed Action is not anticipated to impact weather radar systems. The
FEIS was also updated to 1) Include references to FAA Order JO 7400.2M,
(FAA 2019) which implements procedures for conducting aeronautical
studies per 14 CFR Part 77, and requires an obstruction evaluation to
consider "physical, electromagnetic, or line-of-sight interference on existing
or proposed air navigation, communications, radar, and control systems
facilities" and provides specific requirements for such an analysis, and to 2)
Clarify that BOEM assumes offshore project proponents would conduct radar
studies in coordination with BOEM's Information Guidelines for a
Renewable Energy Construction and Operations Plan (COP) issued May 27,
2020 and the requirements of 30 CFR 585.621, and these radar studies would
identify potential impacts and mitigation to weather radar systems. To
develop the information in the FEIS, BOEM relied on the FAA's DOD
Preliminary Screening Tool which indicates that the Proposed Action and
other offshore wind facilities in the RI and MA Lease Areas are unlikely to
impact NEXRAD radar systems; prior FAA determinations for WTGs up to
696 feet for the Proposed Action and up to 1,049 feet for other offshore wind
projects in the RI and MA Lease Areas; and Vineyard Wind's project-specific
radar evaluations included in the COP (COP Volume III, Section 7.9.2.1.2,
Figure 7.9-1; Epsilon 2020a).

10-016

Wind turbines affect the ability of the military to adequately protect our

shores

Section 3.12 of the FEIS addresses potential impacts to military and national
security uses and radar systems and includes updates to clarify information
provided in the DEIS and SEIS. BOEM coordinates with the Department of
Defense and the U.S. Coast Guard throughout the process of identifying
leasing area and approving the COP in order to identify and minimize
conflicts with military and national security concerns.

10-017

Wind turbines will limit the areas in which boats can travel for fear of

collisions with the Wind turbine's bases

Section 3.11.2 of the FEIS discusses impacts due to the presence of
structures. With implementation of the self-imposed measures by Vineyard
Wind described in Section 3.11.2, non-Project vessels transiting between the
Proposed Action ports and the WDA would be able to avoid Proposed Action
vessels and restricted safety zones (if USCG establishes any such zones
within 12 nm of the coast) through routine adjustments to navigation.

10-018

Wind turbines will leak oil into the ocean.

Section A.8.2.2 of the SEIS addressed the potential for accidental releases
and discharges associated with the proposed Project. Therefore, no change to
the FEIS is warranted.
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10-019 Wind turbines will destroy the pristine view from our shores for the Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been updated to address new visual

foreseeable future affecting the economy of every seaside resort simulations and night sky impacts. Vineyard Wind has committed to use
ADLS at night to greatly reduce nighttime impacts of aviation lighting.
Vineyard Wind would also use white or light grey paint color as described in
Appendix D to reduce visibility against the horizon. New visual simulations
provide views of the 14 MW WTGs as well as simulations for Vineyard
Wind 1 wind turbines combined with other offshore wind development. The
simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-
cumulative-visual-assessment. Research findings that address the impacts on
coastal tourism were provided in the DEIS and Section 3.10.1 and 3.10.2 of
the SEIS, and have been carried forward into the FEIS.

11-001 The Vineyard wind project should not be approved. Its location is within Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been updated to address new visual
clear visibility of the important tourist destinations of Martha's Vineyard and |simulations and night sky impacts. Vineyard Wind has committed to use
Nantucket. Visible wind farms will harm the property values and rental ADLS at night to greatly reduce nighttime impacts of aviation lighting.
incomes of those within the view shed. It is not just visibility during the day |Vineyard Wind would also use white or light grey paint color as described in
that is harmful but also visibility at night from both aviation and marine red |Appendix D to reduce visibility against the horizon. New visual simulations
flashing warning lights. provide views of the 14 MW WTGs as well as simulations for Vineyard

Wind 1 wind turbines combined with other offshore wind development. The
simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-
cumulative-visual-assessment. Research findings that address the impacts on
coastal tourism were provided in the DEIS and Section 3.10.1 and 3.10.2 of
the SEIS, and have been carried forward into the FEIS.

11-002 The wind turbines will create few domestic jobs, most of the components will|Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to include more detailed
be manufactured overseas and installed by European workers, because the information from several studies that provide projections of economic
USA lacks infrastructure to manufacture offshore wind components. investment from offshore wind. The numbers of estimated jobs shown in the

FEIS are only domestic jobs, and for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project are
specifically jobs in Massachusetts. Referenced studies incorporate varying
projections of foreign versus domestic economic activity, depending upon the
growth of the domestic offshore wind supply chain, and the FEIS consistently
uses the base or lower projections of domestic economic activity in arriving
at conclusions.

11-003 The cost of energy will be 300% or more, more expensive than power from |Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.
conventional sources, this will drive up the cost of electricity in the region
which will harm the poor the most since the poor spend a larger percent of
their income on energy.

11-004 There is little if any environmental benefit from the wind power produced BOEM's review is focused on the potential impacts to environmental, social,
due to the unreliability of the wind. Power production on some days will be |and cultural resources from the proposed Project. As it relates to air quality
zero and when the wind doesnt blow. This means no fossil fuel power plants |and the offshore wind industry's potential to displace fossil fuels, Section
can be closed due to the need for continuous back up power. Fossil fuel A.8.1 of the SEIS and FEIS provide additional information.
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plants must even continue to burn fuel on spinning reserve in the event that
the wind stops blowing with sufficient energy which could happen in
minutes. The cost of energy will necessarily rise due to the cost of
maintaining two power sources, wind power, and conventional sources of
power.

11-005 The cost of the Vineyard wind project, in terms of lost tourist revenue, Research findings that address potential impacts on tourism and rental
depression of home prices, the higher cost of energy, is higher than the income were provided in the DEIS and Section 3.10.1.1 and 3.10.2 of the
potential benefits. SEIS. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

12-001 st Major hurricane and those will be all over the place! Appendix E of the FEIS discusses hurricane data, and COP Volume II-A
Section 2.2.1 (Epsilon 2018d) indicates that the average recurrence interval
for Category 3 hurricanes in the WDA is approximately every 50 years.
Section 2.3 of the FEIS also discusses potential effects of the proposed
Project being hit by a hurricane. More precise forecasts of hurricane
frequency in future climate scenarios are not likely to be significantly
different from currently available data. Therefore, further updates to the FEIS
are not warranted.

13-001 These [WTGs] are proven to be far more costly then ever anticipated and Thank you for your comment.

destroy the surrounding eco systems.

14-001 Move forward with the wind farm. The benefits far outweigh the detriments. |Thank you for your comment.

14-002 We must move forward towards clean energy. Keep moving forward. Thank you for your comment.

15-001 Please format the Vineyard Wind Supplement to the Draft Environmental BOEM has updated the FEIS to use single spacing for document layout to be
Impact Statement using the Government Printing Office (GPO) Style Manual |more in line with the DEIS format.
so that the document can be efficiently read, analyzed and commented on by
the interested public.

15-002 Page Limitations under the Department of the Interior's Secretarial Order BOEM has been granted a 300 page limit for the FEIS which assists with the
3355 were to be met by focusing on techniques such as tiering or culmination of multiple analyses into the FEIS. Even so, in order to comply
incorporation by reference, not by switching to a narrow text, reducing the  |with the page limits in the Department of the Interior’s Secretarial Order
spacing between characters of text, lines, headings and titles. 3355 and focus on the impacts of most concern, BOEM had to include tables,

figures, and analysis of resources in appendices. The information located in
the appendices is readily accessible and conveniently labeled for the review
of all interested stakeholders. A large print version of the SEIS was posted to
the BOEM website. BOEM has updated the FEIS to use single spacing for
document layout to be more in line with the DEIS format.

15-003 I request BOEM make public a correctly formatted Vineyard Wind A large print version of the SEIS was posted to the BOEM website. In

Supplement to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and a minimum of
45 days is allowed for public submission of comments after the corrected
document is made public.

addition, the public comment period for the SEIS closed on July 27, 2020.
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15-004 The Vineyard Wind Offshore Wind Energy Project DEIS was formatted in  |A large print version of the SEIS was posted to the BOEM website. BOEM
such a way that it could be easily read. The Vineyard Wind 1 Offshore Wind |has updated the FEIS to use single spacing for document layout to be more in
Energy Project SEIS, on the other hand, was formatted in such a way that it |line with the DEIS format.
crammed more words into smaller spaces and can not be easily read.

15-005 The addition of line numbers on each page would also assist those Line numbering for a publication version of an EIS is not standard practice.
collaborating on this document's Therefore, no change to the FEIS.
review.

15-006 The Department of the Interior's Secretarial Order 3355 was not meant to A large print version of the SEIS was posted to the BOEM website. BOEM
burden the interested public as will be the result, if this is not corrected. has updated the FEIS to use single spacing for document layout to be more in

line with the DEIS format.

16-001 wind turbines are not economical nor are the environmentally friendly. Thank you for your comment.

16-002 they [wind turbines] only serve the purpose of making a few richer and the = |Thank you for your comment.
mass majority poorer.

16-003 they [wind turbines] create more havoc in the long run to the sea life and Thank you for your comment.
safety of the general public in america.

16-004 we should never allow a system that is outdated and inefficient to the Thank you for your comment.
conductance of energy created.

17-001 We need MORE wind turbines Thank you for your comment.

18-001 As someone who has been vacationing on Martha's Vineyard since the '90s, |Thank you for your comment.
and followed the travails of Cape Wind, it is gratifying to see the first major
offshore wind project in the United States come one step closer to becoming
a reality. After all of the delays, I hope this project can get underway quickly,
and that many more soon follow.

19-001 I am a strong believer in Vineyard Wind. The rapid climate change we face |Thank you for your comment.
requires immediate, strong action. The development of non carbon emitting,
clean sources of energy is necessary for the safety of our planet, human life
and other species.

19-002 ...we pay a price with current methods of producing carbon-base energy, Thank you for your comment.
from the devastation of strip mines, the health and safety of energy workers,
risk of oil spills and dangers of fracking.

19-003 Vineyard Wind makes a significant contribution to affordable, clean energy |Thank you for your comment.
in our area.

19-004 There is no meaningful impact on the views from the Vineyard. The DEIS and Sections 3.10.1 and 3.10.2 of the SEIS addressed the visual

impacts of Vineyard Wind 1 wind turbines from shorelines with views of the
offshore wind development. Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been
updated to address new visual simulations provided by Vineyard Wind that
provide views of the 14 MW wind turbines as well as simulations of
Vineyard Wind 1 combined with other offshore wind development. The
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simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-
cumulative-visual-assessment.

19-005 And the improvement to the environment will save more birds than may be | Thank you for your comment.
killed by the turbines.

20-001 Wind turbines are a great way to reduce our carbon footprint and generate Thank you for your comment.
electricity responsibly.

20-002 I expect that in the long run they will help reduce electricity costs and create |Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.
well paying jobs. Job creation, job types and anticipated salaries were provided in the DEIS,

and are restated in Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS.

20-003 Offshore wind is common in Europe, particularly in Germany, and while Thank you for your comment.
large scale wind farms need to be balanced with sufficient transmission
capacity, wind power has been successful there.

21-001 The most important benefit of Vineyard Wind 1 is the large scale reduction |Thank you for your comment.
of greenhouse gases that are pumped into the atmosphere by typical fossil
fuel power plants. Offshore wind turbines use no water and produce zero
emissions.

21-002 Another very important benefit of the Vineyard Wind 1 project is the Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the importance of the
economic impact. The project can launch an offshore wind industry here in  |Vineyard Wind 1 Project as the east coast's first large-scale offshore wind
the USA and create thousands of jobs in the supply chain and construction  |energy project. Approval could encourage and support continued investment
and operation areas. The Marine Commerce Terminal in New Bedford MA  |in other offshore wind projects and the creation of a domestic supply chain
stands ready to be a staging area for this project as well as Brayton Point in  |for the offshore wind industry in the eastern United States. Section 3.6.2 also
Fall River MA. Boston has a blade testing facility and major offshore players |notes the investments in the Ports of New Bedford and Brayton Point.
like Semens Gamesa and MHI Vestas are watching the Mass., Rhode Island
and Connecticut areas very closely.

23-001 We need to expand wind and solar electricity generation, as well as energy  |Climate change was addressed in the DEIS and SEIS and is included in
storage solutions. Climate change is one of several crises that are defining Section A.8.1 of the FEIS.
this generation. Our future health and prosperity require we try every
alternative to reduce or eliminate greenhouse gas emissions... I wholehearted
support more wind power.

23-002 As the project is "located approximately 14 statute miles from the southeast |Thank you for your comment.
corner of Martha's Vineyard and a similar distance from the southwest side of]

Nantucket" there should be no major impact to the majority of residents.

24-001 I believe the Vineyard Wind 1 project would be extremely beneficial to the |As noted in Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS, the Vineyard Wind 1 Project would
community on Martha's Vineyard. Not only would it provide jobs, but it create both short-term construction jobs within the geographic analysis area
would also produce clean and sustainable energy and save ratepayers over 1 |and long-term jobs. Many of the estimated 80 operational jobs would be
billion dollars in energy costs throughout its first 20 years. located on Martha's Vineyard due to the location of the operations and

maintenance facility and use of Vineyard Haven harbor.
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24-002 [The Vineyard Wind 1 project] would assist in Massachusetts' progress Thank you for your comment.
towards its goal to be completely carbon neutral and Martha's Vineyard's
plans to use only renewable energy for heating, electricity and transportation.

25-001 I am commenting in support of Vineyard Wind because their offshore Section 3.6.2 and Tables 3.6-3, 3.6-4 and 3.6-5 in the FEIS summarize
windfarm will not only help reduce greenhouse gas emissions that contribute |Vineyard Wind’s estimates of construction-phase employment, tax revenues
to climate change, but will create economic development as well. (state and local), and operations-phase economic activity that would

potentially be generated in Massachusetts by the Vineyard Wind 1 Project.
These data were also provided in the DEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and
climate change were evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has
been updated to include additional information.

25-002 Climate change is directly caused by increasing carbon emissions, therefore |Appendix A, Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to address air
an offshore wind farm will help reduce emissions by creating renewable quality benefits of the displacement of fossil fuel electricity generation by
energy. It is important to spend money investing in these sustainable offshore wind.
solutions now rather than having to do expensive damage control later.

25-003 Vineyard Wind's project will also create economic development and Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
employment that will benefit locals and the island's economy. For instance, |Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
the nonprofit will create 3,600 jobs for local residents over the next few years [3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
alone. The offshore wind industry as a whole will create more than 80,000  |and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
jobs in the next ten years, and over $25 billion are projected to be invested in |during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Section 3.6 of
the industry. This alone shows the importance of renewable energy and the FEIS has been updated to provide projections of national job creation and
demonstrates that contrary to popular belief, renewables can and will provide |investment from several studies resulting from east coast offshore wind
jobs rather than destroy them. development. Although projections specific to the geographic analysis area

are not available, jobs and investment are anticipated to be focused in and
near the states that host offshore wind.

25-004 Ultimately, with Vineyard Wind's offshore windfarm Martha's Vineyard has |Thank you for your comment.

a chance to become a leader in the renewable energy sector, while at the
same time reducing impacts of climate change and creating jobs for the local
population. It is long overdue that Americans invest in the future to help
reduce climate change in ways that are clean, efficient, and cost-effective.

26-001 It's appalling and alarming that this project has been held up for so many Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
years, especially now that the climate is changing so dramatically. The seas |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
are rising, the Arctic is melting, and the National Weather Service is information. Table 1.3-1 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the most
predicting serious hurricanes this year. recent status of the required environmental permits and consultations for the

proposed Project.

26-002 the Massachusetts economy has been hit hard by the effects of the virus. This |Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by

project could offer employment opportunities to the thousands of workers
who need jobs.

Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS.
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26-003 As we can see from the recent decision to hold the gas company financially |Thank you for your comment.
responsible for the explosions in the Merrimac Valley, wind energy also
makes sense in terms of safety as well as economics.

27-001 I support Vineyard Wind and believe the Vineyard Wind 1 project would be |Thank you for your comment.
extremely beneficial to the entire community. Increased forms of Renewable
Energy is the future that the USA needs and I commend the BOEM for its
efforts to accelerate its development.

28-001 We need to transition to an economy that is not based on fossil fuels. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
Electricity can get us there but if it is coming from a coal power plant then = |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
we aren't getting there very fast. It is embarrassing the United States has a information.
grand total of ONE active wind farm. I applaud Vineyard Wind for fighting
through the regulations to get this in the ground.

28-002 Wind energy can ignite the green industrial revolution and help save Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the importance of the
electricity customers money on their utility bills up and down the East Coast. |Vineyard Wind 1 Project as the east coast's first large-scale offshore wind

energy project. Approval could encourage and support continued investment
in other offshore wind projects and the creation of a domestic supply chain
for the offshore wind industry in the eastern United States.

29-001 I fully support the Vineyard Wind project. It is an important component in ~ |Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
reducing fossil fuel emissions as well as a critical adaptation measure in the |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
protection of our environmental resources for the Cape and the Islands. information.

30-001 Example 1. Habitat for Marine Mammals and Fish/Shellfish. Conceptual In light of the known value of hard-bottom habitats and complex bottom, the
Model: Marine Habitat Effects Vulnerability (Wind Farms) = function of proposed Project would avoid Special Sensitive and Unique habitats,
(physical bottom type; biological structure on bottom; foraging behavior of |especially hard-bottom habitats, and to a lesser degree complex bottom, to
biota; breeding areas of biota; special, sensitive or unique habitat status). the greatest extent practicable. This is described in Sections 3.1.2, 3.2.2, and
Scores range from 0 (no impact) to 3 (high impact) for each characteristic. 3.3.2 of the FEIS. The alternative conceptual model proposed is not available
Total Scores would range from 0 to 15 and one would choose a threshold at the scale of a Proposed Action. The information presented in the FEIS is at
(say 10) above which one would not locate wind towers on structures in the highest resolution available to provide a reasoned choice amongst
marine habitats that have these joint characteristics. Existing maps and alternatives.
databases could be incorporated into Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
and overlaid to locate such areas on a map; one could employ best scientific
judgment to estimate where these areas occur or utilize existing scientific
reports and papers as proxies for this that address regional habitat
quality/quantity components for fish/shellfish and marine mammals of
interest.

30-002 Example 2. Cumulative Effects on Marine Biota. Cumulative Effects This is a Project-specific EIS, not a Programmatic EIS, and it complies with

Vulnerability (Wind Farms) = function (commercial fishing; climate change;
nutrient enrichment; invasive species; synergistic interactions) where the

qualitative scoring (0 = no impact; 1 = low impact; 2 = moderate impact and
3

the requirements of NEPA. Section 3.3 of the FEIS has been updated to
consider the potential impact of the proposed Project in light of reasonably
foreseeable environmental trends and planned actions. However, species-
specific assessments are beyond the scope of this EIS.
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where the qualitative scoring (0 = no impact; 1 = low impact; 2 = moderate
impact and 3 = large impact) is defined by: commercial fishing...climate
change...nutrient enrichment...(and) invasive species...

30-003 Example 3. Effects of Wind Farms on Birds. Impact on Sea Birds, Shorebirds |Section A.8.3.2 provides an updated discussion of bird use of the Atlantic
& Coastal Migrating Birds (Wind Farms) = function (foraging areas; Flyway along the North American Atlantic Coast. Within the Atlantic
breeding/staging regions; incidental mortality/altered flying behavior due to |Flyway, much of the bird activity is concentrated along the coastline
wind turbine interactions; mitigation measures; cumulative mortality from  |concentrated along the coastline (Watts 2010). Waterbirds use a corridor
other sources). between the coast and several kilometers out onto the OCS, while land birds

tend to use a wider corridor extending from the coastline to tens of kilometers
inland (Watts 2010). Additionally, as depicted in Figures A.8.3-1 and A.8.3-2
in the SEIS, total avian abundance for species with high collision sensitivity
and displacement sensitivity are low in the proposed Vineyard Wind 1
Project area, as well as within all of the offshore wind lease areas on the
Atlantic OCS. As such, collision and displacement impacts are expected to be
low. Additionally, as cited in the SEIS, many of the species that exhibited
high avoidance rates in the Skov et al. (2018) study are same species that
were modeled as part of the analysis in the SEIS.

30-004 Example 4. Adaptive, Ecosystem Based Management Effectiveness Thank you for your comment.

(A,EbM). A,EbM effectiveness vulnerability (wind farms) = function
(marine spatial planning regime; environmental review program; mitigation
measures; adaptation options; legal framework and permitting process).

30-005 The Northeast Continental Shelf Large Marine Ecosystem conceptual model |Sections 3.3.1 and 3.4.1 of the SEIS discussed the variability and general
underlies [Atlantic seaboard cumulative impact assessment for wind farms  |trends observed in patterns of organisms across space and time. This analysis
between Cape Hatteras, NC and Cape]. The LME approach assumes that the |does not assume an ecosystem at steady-state or in equilibrium. The FEIS
ocean & associated marine biota/habitats are in a steady state, equilibrium  |assesses the impacts of the Proposed Action and other planned actions in
condition which is at odds with the recently published NOAA Fisheries 2020 |light of reasonably foreseeable environmental trends. Therefore, no further
State of the Ecosystem report which illustrates that we are dealing with a revision to the FEIS is warranted.
complex non-linear system that is not at equilibrium. The BOEM
Supplemental DEIS mentions climate change; increased ocean noise;
commercial fishing gear effects on the “productive capacity" of Essential
Fish habitat; fish aggregation from structures acting like artificial reefs; and
other human stressors that effects sea turtles; marine mammals; fish and
invertebrates; sea birds and their habitats.

30-006 The cumulative impact assessment might want to consider the adaptive, Resource sections of the FEIS include proposed mitigation, where applicable,
ecosystem-based management approaches being considered by the Mid- and Appendix D of the FEIS, which is a summary of all proposed mitigation
Atlantic and New England Fishery Management Councils & NOAA considered, has also been updated to include modifications and/or additional
Fisheries GARFO (Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office) Scenario mitigation and monitoring measures. Additional mitigation and monitoring
Analysis approach (Diane Borggaard- NOAA Fisheries GARFO) to manage |measures may arise from consultations and coordination with Federal and

State resource agencies. These additional mitigation measures will be

K-637



Vineyard Wind 1 Offshore Wind Energy Project—FEIS

Appendix K—Public Comments and Responses

Index Comment Text Response
Number
changes in a dynamic ocean with multi sector management of a variety of ~ |considered by decision makers and could be adopted in the Record of
sometimes conflicting human uses. Decision and required as conditions of approval. Section 2.2.1 of the FEIS
has been updated to reflect this information.

30-007 Vulnerability and Scenario Analysis [presented during a symposium at the  |BOEM has carried forward the methodology established in the SEIS into the
University of Rhode Island, “Offshore Renewable Energy-Changes in FEIS. No changes to the FEIS are warranted.

Habitats and Ecosystems”,] combine[s] the use of leading edge science with
outreach to a variety of interest groups to provide tools that can be used by
policy makers and regulators. They can be explained more easily and in a
shorter space than cumulative impact analysis used by BOEM to evaluate
wind farms along the Atlantic seaboard... The White House Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) recently released NEPA guidelines to make
the federal Environmental Assessment process simpler and more effective.

30-008 The [North Atlantic Right Whale] (NARW) “critical habitat” under the A detailed analysis of impacts to ESA listed species, including the NARW, is
Endangered Species Act coincides with the BOEM Supplemental DEIS wind |provided in the revised BA that was submitted to NOAA, which can be found
farm region from North Carolina to southern New England which has the at the following link: https://www.boem.gov/Vineyard-Wind-Consultation-
potential to produce 13.5 GW of renewable electricity. The Atlantic seaboard |Documents/. Further discussion of the potential impacts to ESA listed species
wind farm planned leases could generate 21.8 GW of renewable electricity  |is provided in the Biological Opinion issued by NMFS on September 11,
which would help Massachusetts reach its 2030 greenhouse gas (GHG) 2020. As discussed, no population level effects or reduced whale numbers are
targets. The cumulative impact assessment has marine mammals with a expected to occur as a result of the proposed Vineyard Wind 1 Project.
moderate effect from the 20 (?) Atlantic seaboard wind farms. Further, take of whale species is expected to involve harassment and some

injury to a limited number of individuals during the course of pile driving
activities. No other take of marine mammals, including NARW, is expected
to occur as a result of the project. Project-specific ESA consultations will be
required for all future offshore wind development. Monitoring and mitigation
requirements for other future offshore wind development may be driven by
lessons learned from the Vineyard Wind 1 Project, but will be part of a
separate decision making process.

30-009 Even if the NOAA Fisheries GARFO Environmental Impact Assessments Consultation with NMFS under the ESA and MMPA for Vineyard Wind has

(EIA) process on NARW mortality/lobster gear entanglement follows the
proposed White House Council on Environmental Quality NEPA guidelines,
this process could take 2-3 years to complete. Since the BOEM Supplemental
DEIS ranks marine mammal effects as medium (and those for regulated
fisheries as maximum), it not clear to me if the BOEM decision to permit the
[Vineyard] Wind project wind farm by December 2020 can be met.

been completed. The NMFS Biological Opinion and Incidental Take
Statement (including all Terms and Conditions and Reasonable and Prudent
Measures are discussed Section 3.4.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS.
Additionally, Section 3.4.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS discuss
comprehensive mitigation and monitoring measures that would be
implemented to avoid, minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts to marine
mammals. These measures include, but are not limited to avoidance of peak
NARW presence, use of sound attenuation technologies, use of PSOs, PAM,
soft start procedures, shut down procedures, vessel speed restrictions, injury
and mortality reporting, and other measures. Further, should a Right Whale
Slow Zone or DMA overlap the proposed Project area between June 1 and
October 31 implementation of enhanced monitoring/mitigation measures for
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NARW would be required. Project activities will be conducted under the
authority of a Project-specific IHA issued by the NMFS.

30-010 It appears that the [Vineyard] Wind farm will serve as a model for the other |A detailed analysis of impacts of the Vineyard Wind 1 Project to ESA listed
to be 20 developed along the Atlantic seaboard. NOAA Fisheries GARFO species is provided in the revised BA that was submitted to NOAA, which
would have to provide incidental take permits for threats to NARWs/sea can be found at the following link: https://www.boem.gov/Vineyard-Wind-
turtles from wind farms throughout their range. Even though this is normally |Consultation-Documents/, as well as the Biological Opinion issued by NMFS
a formality that could be worked out between BOEM and NOAA Fisheries, it|on September 11, 2020. The NMFS is a cooperating agency for the Vineyard
is not clear to me under the proposed CEQ policy which agency would Wind 1 Project and has been involved in its development, and will rely upon
decide between potentially conflicting EIS processes. I feel that the this EIS for the issuance of required permits. Project specific consultation
[Vineyard] Wind project Supplemental DEIS should be completed before the |with NMFS will occur for each project contemplated in the expanded
NOAA Fisheries EIA endeavor begins and the scientific studies on wind planned action scenario, and will include project specific monitoring and
farm effects on marine mammals and fisheries are completed. mitigation measures that will be required to satisfy regulatory concerns

relative to sea turtles.

30-011 As the former Recreational Fishery Coordinator in the Northeast it is not Thank you for your comment.
clear that Alternative F1 and F2 from RODA (Responsible Offshore
Development Alliance) would be that helpful for saltwater anglers who
would probably benefit from wind farm structures acting as artificial reefs for
finfish and shellfish species not found in soft bottom habitats. Given the
diverse requirements for commercial fishing when it comes to navigating
through windfarms and fishing within their boundaries in historical fishing
grounds for mobile and fixed gear, it is hard to envision a successful
compromise beyond the mitigation and outreach carried out by MV
Wind/financial agreement with lobster fishermen/women. The NOAA
Fisheries EIS is likely to effect lobstermen/women much more severely than
wind farms do.

31-001 How many bird strikes per year are expected per 400 MW block? What Section A.8.3.1 of the FEIS includes and updated discussion regarding the

species of birds are expected to be struck?

species that have some potential to encounter operating WTGs. Section
A.8.3.1 of the FEIS provides an updated discussion of collision model
methods, but does not include all species that may encounter operating
WTGs, as many species do not have the required datasets to allow for
modeling. While not all species potentially present within the offshore wind
lease areas were modeled, the modeling results of those species with
sufficiently robust occurrence and behavioral characteristics datasets
represent a variety of species with representative behaviors and flight
characteristics and illustrate the overall low expected collisions rates. BOEM
expects the same outcome from species that were not modeled. Additionally,
Section A.8.3.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS include updated mitigation and
monitoring measures that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and
mitigate adverse impacts on birds. These measures include, but are not
limited to, installation of bird deterrent devices, use of ADLS, installation of
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digital VHF receivers and acoustic monitoring devices to estimate the
exposure of ESA-listed species and other migratory birds, preparation of a
post-construction monitoring plan, and other measures that can refine our
understanding of impacts arising from the presence of WTGs on the Atlantic
OCS.

32-001 I'm writing to support going ahead with Vineyard Wind with the planned 1x1 |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
nautical mile turbine layout, and to oppose adding 2+ mile transit lanes alternative.
within wind farms, which the US Coast Guard has determined is
unnecessary.

32-002 Massachusetts needs clean energy, and offshore wind is New England's Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
biggest untapped clean energy source. Our economy needs the hundreds of  |Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
jobs Vineyard Wind will create and our ratepayers need the energy cost 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
savings Vineyard Wind will bring. and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)

during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS.

33-001 We have five months. That's the time limit given before it is no longer Table 1.3-1 in Appendix B of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the most
possible to affect a change to irreversible climate heating. Five months, recent status of the required environmental permits and consultations for the
twenty weeks: so either just give up now, or aggressively pursue the goals of |proposed Project.

Vineyard Wind to at least begin a process to begin to rectify climate
catastrophe. I support Vineyard Wind's Facility Offshore.

34-001 I fully support Vineyard Winds offshore wind project bringing renewable Thank you for your comment.
Offshore wind energy for the coastal New England states and the artificial
reefs every offshore wind turbine will become. Marine life will thrive around
these turbines.

35-001 In 1980, I was second license on an offshore crew boat in the Texas oil patch. |Section 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect, and Sections 3.4 and 3.11
After we had delivered our people and supplies, we would move to a cluster |discussed that fishing pressure may be substantially influenced by the
of unmanned rigs, and fish with hook and line. We caught monster fish. presence of structures offshore, resulting in reduced local fishing pressure.
Why? Because mobile net gear could not be deployed in among the rig Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
clusters, and they acted as reefs for the local fish. If Wind farms are built
around the Cape, cod and haddock, among others, will come back over time.

They might even grow to the size they were when my 8th great grandfather
Andrew Newcomb moved from the Isles of Shoals to the Vineyard--then,
mature cod went upwards of 50 Ibs, and were prolific spawners.
36-001 The supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS) for the Vineyard |Thank you for your comment.

Wind 1 project provides a baseline for understanding the potential
consequences of the proposed project, identifies positive and negative effects
for the environment, and offers proposed mitigation solutions. The SEIS
represents an even more fulsome evaluation of the project and the future
Offshore Wind industry than was achieved during the earlier Vineyard Wind

comprehensive public and regulatory review process, which involved
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assessments from more than 25 federal, state, and local regulatory bodies,
including the US Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, the Army Corps of
Engineers, Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, the Cape
Cod Commission, the Martha's Vineyard Commission, and local
conservation commissions.

36-002

By way of Vineyard Wind's ample economic, environmental and energy
reliability benefits, the project has earned permits or approvals from the
Massachusetts Energy Facilities Siting Board (EFSB), an independent state
board responsible for review of proposed large energy facilities, the
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act office, the Cape Cod Commission,
the Town of Barnstable, MA, and the Martha's Vineyard Conservation
Commission. The SEIS project sets forth all of the necessary elements
required for the project to move forward.

Thank you for your comment.

36-003

Special consideration should be given to the U.S. Coast Guard study group
regarding the proposed uniform turbine array that has been agreed to by all
five offshore developers that hold leases off the coast of Massachusetts. The
study group found that proposed one nautical mile spacing between wind
turbine generators (WTQ) is sufficient for navigation by commercial and
recreational fishing interests and Coast Guard search and rescue operations.
The developers' plan offers ample transit lanes options through the wind
development areas. The study group found that using wider vessel transit
lanes through these areas would make navigation and fishing more hazardous
while reducing the number of WTGs available for creating carbon-free
electricity.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

36-004

Any requirement that wind developers must set aside larger areas for vessel
transit lanes is short-sighted and counter-productive to the most important
benefit of Vineyard Wind 1 and other offshore developments: increased
supplies of reliable, clean wind power.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

37-001

In light of the alarming pace at which our global climate is heating,
confirmed by three reports on climate change issued by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the UN Environmental
Programme and the US Federal government, it is critical that we make a
swift transition to renewable energy and abandon our reliance on fossil fuels.
The Vineyard Wind offshore wind project will help us do just that.
According to the facts, the wind project will help reduce our MA carbon
emissions by over 1.6 metric tons per year (apparently the equivalent of
taking 325,000 vehicles off the road). It will provide 400,000 homes with
wind power energy and would meet the MA goal of 3200 MV of offshore
wind, meeting 25% of the state's energy needs with the clean, renewable,

Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
information.
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locally sourced energy. Moreover, by 2030, millions of households will be
powered by 22,000+ megawatts of renewable offshore wind energy in
densely populated centers along the East Coast.

37-002

The fact that it is locally sourced with a community oriented development
approach is an important aspect of this well thought out project. The project
has sought to be transparent with frequent public input at every step of the
way. Special attention has been focused on the needs and concerns of the
fishing industry, indigenous tribal interests, the protection of endangered and
local wildlife species, and the minimizing of environmental impacts.

Thank you for your comment.

37-003

Additional scrutiny addressing more recent questions and concerns about
electromagnetic fields that might impact various fishes has shown that
precautions taken with the cables will result in negligible effects or risk to
bottom dwelling or pelagic species or to commercial or recreational fishes in
the southern New England area. AC undersea power cables associated with
offshore wind energy projects within the southern New England area will
generate weak EMF at frequencies outside the known range of detection by
electrosensitive and magnetosensitive fishes. And the range over which these
species can detect electric fields is limited to centimeters, not meters around
these species.

Sections 3.3 and 3.4 of the SEIS addressed the potential impacts of EMF on
finfish and invertebrates and determined that the impacts would be negligible
to minor. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

37-004

Vineyard Wind will be the first large offshore wind farm. 4,000+ offshore
wind turbines already successfully power Europe. Furthermore, these
turbines, which will be spaced over 1 mile apart, will ensure safe and
navigable transit and fishing.

Thank you for your comment.

37-005

We cannot risk a poor prognosis for environmental, social and economic
outcomes by failing to move quickly to renewable energy in an effort to
reduce greenhouse gases.....and the window of opportunity to abate global
warming is closing rapidly. The Vineyard Wind project offers one path to a
sustainable future, a healthy planet and provides a plan to nurture the
continuation of life on earth as we know it. We have a moral imperative to
seize this moment and move forward with aggressive action to abandon fossil
fuel reliant energy. The wind farm proposed by Vineyard Wind will be an
important contribution to these efforts. Lastly, the Vineyard Wind project
will be an exemplary model for others to follow.

Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
information.

38-001

I am in support of the Vineyard Wind project going forward without further
delay and with 1 x 1 mile spacing. There is strong evidence that this spacing
is ample to provide the outcome desired and wider spacing would harm the
positive outcomes.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.
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38-002

Its time to stop playing games with our climate and our planet. the great
majority of Americans approve of alternative energy and I say, "Yes in my
backyard!"

Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
information.

39-001

I fully support the Vineyard Wind project and believe it should go ahead
without any more delay... It is crucial that we develop sources of renewable
energy that can be produced domestically so we can eliminate our
dependence on polluting fossil fuels, many of which come from abroad.

Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
information.

39-002

Vineyard Wind has done an exceptional job of working with all stakeholders
in this process to ensure that the results are amenable to everyone, showing
that they truly care about the environment and the lives of those who live in
the area. No power source is without its drawbacks, but I believe the benefits
of offshore wind far outweigh any drawbacks that some may use as an excuse
not to do it. The wind energy potential off the coast is tremendous, so even
compared to other renewable sources, offshore wind is one of the best
choices to produce the amount of energy we need. Then when you look at the
environmental cost of extracting and burning fossil fuels, offshore wind is a
far superior option.

Thank you for your comment.

40-001

The Vineyard Wind project makes good sense, and especially in the northeast
USA. The environmental impacts have been extensively examined and are
fully acceptable to most people, and to me as a wildlife biologist who has
done extensive work in Massachusetts over the past 35 years.

Thank you for your comment.

41-001

I fully support this green project. It is high time we took action to reduce
fossil fuel consumption.

Thank you for your comment.

42-001

We need to move fast to address climate change and offshore wind is an
opportunity to combat this issue by reducing greenhouse gas emissions
caused by fossil fuel generation and use.

Thank you for your comment.

42-002

Vineyard Power is working ACE MV, our local regional high school and
Bristol Community College to help train a local workforce to meet the job
demands in this new industry.

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to list the Bristol Community
College offshore wind job training program.

42-003

We support Vineyard Wind and the other developers of the New England
Wind Energy Area agreement to develop all future projects with a uniform 1
x 1 nautical mile (NM) layout throughout the lease areas. This layout is also
endorsed by the US Coast Guard and is a good compromise between the
fishermen and developers which will ensure safe transit without
compromising additional delay and cost to us, the residents of Martha's
Vineyard.

The FEIS addresses this comment in Section 3.11.4.

43-001

The Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management is asking the public if they
should give VW a permit for their project. Yes they should. It's time to put
climate change in the driver's seat in this climate emergency.

Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
information.
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44-001 We need to move forward with this important clean energy project. Thank you for your comment.

45-001 Please give Vineyard Wind a permit with 1/2 mile spacing ASAP. Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

alternative.

46-001 To that end, what specific provisions has Vineyard Wind included in the BOEM is evaluating Vineyard Wind's COP which is for the development of
project to facilitate enlarging WTGs, adding WTGs, increasing cable an 800-MW offshore wind farm and the potential impacts associated with
capacity, support facilities, and support vessels as necessary to provide the |their action.
tens of gigawatts needed to fulfill the energy needs of the Massachusetts area,
then Northern New England? What additional provisions would Vineyard
Wind recommend adding to facilitate such expansion?

46-002 On page 19 of the (SEIS) document, the first “Reasonably Foreseeable As noted in the SEIS, and within the FEIS, BOEM has included a list of
Assumptions” lists the “For those projects with announced WTG sizes, assumptions for the analysis for those planned actions that were considered
BOEM assumed an 8 or 12 MW WTG. BOEM understands that turbine reasonably foreseeable. As noted, for those projects with announced WTG
capacity may exceed 12 MW in the future. However, for future procurements |sizes, BOEM assumed an 8 or 12 MW WTG. BOEM understands that turbine
and projects under this cumulative analysis, BOEM evaluates potential capacity may exceed 12 MW in the future. However, for future procurements
impacts assuming that 12-MW WTGs will be used—since it is the largest and projects under this analysis, BOEM evaluated potential impacts assuming
turbine now commercially available (Appendix A).” However on page 9, that 12 MW WTGs will be used—since it is the largest turbine now
Table ES-1 below, (also called Table 2.2-1 page 23) it discussed the changes |commercially available. In addition, each of these future projects will have a
to the VW Project Design Envelope, a 14 MW WTG is listed. Because there |NEPA analysis, which will evaluate the appropriate turbine capacity
seems to be a disparity between future projects and the cumulative analysis |assumption at that time. Each applicant is required to submit a COP with
being evaluated based on a 12 MW turbine, and the PDE which reflects a 14 |their proposed action for BOEM's review at which time, triggers a NEPA EIS
MW WTG, please explain this disparity and explain why for future review. Each EIS will require an analysis of impacts. As noted in Section
procurements and the cumulative analysis, why you chose a smaller turbine? |1.7.1.1 of SEIS, it is difficult to predict turbine capacity and spacing or other
Especially in light of 20 MW turbines being developed and possibly being  |future engineering for planned but currently unscheduled offshore wind
utilized for the Empire Wind project and other future projects? awards. Therefore, BOEM used reasonably foreseeable assumptions for the

analysis and no changes to the FEIS are warranted.

47-001 I want to express my support for the Vinyard Wind project WITHOUT a Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
reduction in the proposed density. I understand that there will be one mile alternative.
spacing between turbines, which is the largest spacing of any turbines in the
world. The 2-4 mile transit lanes would appear to be unnecessary based on a
recent US Coast Guard study.

47-002 our region and country desperately needs power generation from sources Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
such as wind power in order to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and to |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
combat global warming. information.

48-001 I support the 1x1 nautical mile turbine layout - a compromise proposed in Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

response to commercial fisheries' concerns. I oppose adding 2+ mile wide
transit lanes within wind farms because it A) reduces offshore wind buildout
B) massively impairs carbon reduction potential and C) is unnecessary per
the US Coast Guard.

alternative.
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48-002 I Support offshore wind jobs, ratepayer savings, and reduction of carbon Thank you for your comment.
emissions on a large scale

49-001 Offshore wind is an opportunity to combat climate change by reducing Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
greenhouse gas emissions caused by fossil fuel generation and use... It's A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
already been more than ten years of exhaustive study and analysis to information.
determine where offshore wind could be developed with the least possible
impact on existing industries and the environment.

50-001 Cape Wind was doomed by NIMBYism, but that is not the case here where |Thank you for your comment.
the turbines are about 15 miles offshore. That project was held up for so long
that it became unaffordable. Let's not let that happen with Vineyard Wind.

The rates it will delivery electricity for will be a boom to consumers. With
the current crises we have had to endure, please give us clean and cheap
electricity as soon as possible.

50-002 Massachusetts needs a lot more Class I RECs to meet the demand of Green |Thank you for your comment.
Municipal Aggregation programs being adopted by towns around the state.

51-001 [The North Atlantic Right Whale] are already nearly extinct because of Consultation with NMFS under the ESA and MMPA for Vineyard Wind has
human behaviors, formerly whaling and currently line entanglements and been completed. The NMFS Biological Opinion issued by NOAA (NMFS
ship strikes. I am concerned that the location of these devices may hinder 2020) and Incidental Take Statement (including all Terms and Conditions
their movements. Also, whales are very auditory, and any noise can further |and Reasonable and Prudent Measures are discussed Section 3.4.2 and
block their group communication, already compromised because of shipping, |Appendix D of the FEIS. As discussed in the Section 3.4.2 of the FEIS and in
etc., and the fact that sound travels much further in water than in air. I would |the Biological Opinion, no population level effects or reduced whale numbers
like clear reassurance that research has been done to be absolutely sure that |are expected to occur as a result of the proposed Vineyard Wind 1 Project.
we do not kill off the last NA right whales while we are trying to have Further, as discussed in the Biological Opinion, take of whale species is
sustainable energy - a GOOD causing a BAD. expected to involve harassment and some injury to a limited number of

individuals during the course of pile driving activities. No other take of
marine mammals, including NARW, is expected to occur as a result of the
project. Further, should a Right Whale Slow Zone or DMA overlap the
proposed Project area between June 1 and October 31 implementation of
enhanced monitoring/mitigation measures for NARW would be required. All
project activities will be conducted under the authority of a Project-specific
THA issued by the NMFS.

53-001 My biggest concern is that I don't want to see it contracted out to foreign The SEIS addressed projected job creation, and Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS

labor and foreign flagged vessels...Any vessels NEED to be JONES ACT
compliant. Made in USA shipyards, owned by US companies, Flagged in the
USA and staffed with US Merchant Mariners period!!! This will ensure that
the income earned stays in the USA, apprenticeship opportunities go to local
residents, the labor and safety standards of the USA are followed, etc...I'd
also like to see a PLA and or MoU from the interested parties to promise to

has been updated to include more detailed information from several studies
that provide generalized projections of economic investment from offshore
wind. Only domestic jobs are included; the Vineyard Wind 1 Project job
projections (Section 3.6.2.1) are specifically jobs in Massachusetts.
Referenced studies incorporate varying projections of foreign versus
domestic economic activity, depending upon the growth of the domestic
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use LOCAL union labor and Jones Act compliant vessels. Not complying offshore wind supply chain, and the FEIS consistently uses the base or lower
with the Jones Act would be a complete OPTICS failure. projections of domestic economic activity in arriving at conclusions.

54-001 I strongly urge that Alternative Action Proposal A in the Supplement to the |Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Vineyard Wind LLC's Proposed |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
Wind Energy Facility Offshore be accepted so that the proposed off-shore information.
wind farm can move ahead. In light of current and future negative impacts of
climate change, it is imperative that we transition to renewable energy as
quickly as possible.

56-001 Are the WTGs and their foundations Earthquake Proof and to what level? The DEIS and the FEIS include information on non-routine activities and low
Earthquakes are mentioned only once (A.8.2.1.1) in the review document and |probability events. Information on severe weather and natural events is
does not address earthquake resilience. included in Section 2.3 of the FEIS and specifies the wind speeds the turbines

would be constructed to endure.

57-001 I fully support the Vineyard Wind project. It is an important component in ~ |Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
reducing fossil fuel emissions as well as a critical adaptation measure in the |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
protection of our environmental resources for the Cape and the Islands. information.

58-001 I support the development of wind energy in Massachusetts...I believe this  |Section 3.7.2 of the SEIS and Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS conclude that
project will have a positive impact on our area providing skilled jobs and Vineyard Wind would have a minor beneficial impact due to provision of
better and sustainable enegery development methods. employment and economic value. The job projections for Vineyard Wind

include only jobs located in Massachusetts.

59-001 I fully support the Vineyard Wind 1 Project...Launching the offshore wind  |Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
industry in the United States is a significant and necessary step towards A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
combating its adverse effects and preserving natural resources for future information.
generations. Failure to act will almost ensure that we experience the worst
effects of climate change, a factor that will do far more to disrupt the fishing
industry than the development of wind lease areas that were selected
primarily because they have the least amount of exposure to fishing.

59-002 The project will generate clean, renewable, cost-competitive energy for over |Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
400,000 homes and business across the state while reducing carbon emissions|A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
by more than 1.6 million tons per year, the equivalent of taking 325,000 cars |information.
off the road.

60-001 I am writing to urge your agency to move forward as soon as possible to Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
approve the construction of the Vineyard Wind project without the reduction |alternative.
in density that is being proposed. This reduction would significantly decrease
the electricity production at a time when the United States should be seeking
ways to reduce our carbon emissions and expand our sources of renewable
energy.

60-002 The one-mile-plus spacing between turbines that Vineyard Wind is planning |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

allows for the largest amount of space between wind turbines of any wind

alternative.
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development in the world, and it provides sufficient space for the safe
navigation of fishing vessels.

61-001 I support final approval by BOEM and the Secretary of Interior for the Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
Vineyard Wind LLC's proposed wind facility off the shore of Massachusetts. |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
With many years of detailed work, and much support from the Coast information.

Guard...approval will provide much-needed, non-fossil-based energy and will
foster job creations in Massachusetts and across northern New England.

61-002 I see no reason to expand from 1 mile to the 2-4 mile pathways now under  |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
consideration by BOEM, particularly given the USCG's support of the 1-mile |alternative.
plans.

62-001 It is time for America to harness the abundant clean energy potential off our |Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
shores, and seize the environmental, economic, and public health benefits it |Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were
can unleash. The nation's only five offshore wind turbines - the Block Island |evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to
Wind Farm - demonstrate the feasibility of this job-creating, wildlife-friendly |include additional information.
energy opportunity along the Atlantic Coast. It is essential that we build on
that momentum by advancing the nation's first utility-scale offshore wind
project.

62-002 The projects contracted along the Atlantic-coast could generate $25 billion in |Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the importance of the
annual economic output and 83,000 well-paying jobs by 2030 alone. Whether|Vineyard Wind 1 Project as the east coast's first large-scale offshore wind
we reach these goals will depend on swift action from your Department, energy project. Approval could encourage and support continued investment
starting with the approval of Vineyard Wind's 800 megawatt offshore wind |in other offshore wind projects and the creation of a domestic supply chain
project. for the offshore wind industry in the eastern United States. Section 3.2.1.1 of

the SEIS addressed projected job creation, and Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS
has been updated to include more detailed information from several studies
that provide projections of jobs and economic investment from Atlantic coast
offshore wind.

62-003 It's time to chart another energy course, and embrace the environmental and |Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
economic benefits of responsibly developed offshore wind power. Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were

evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to
include additional information.

63-001 With the uncertainty that comes with living through this [the pandemic], the |Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
approval of Vineyard Wind 1 can provide us with a reliable source of clean, |Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were
renewable energy that, because of the record low bid for this project, will evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to
save MA ratepayers more than $1 billion over the project's lifetime. include additional information.

63-002 The approval of this project will directly lead to the creation of thousands of |The Vineyard Wind 1 Project job projections (in Massachusetts only) are in

jobs in trades that come with good pay and benefits.

Section 3.6.1 of the FEIS, and were also provided in the DEIS. The SEIS
addressed projected job creation from Atlantic coast offshore wind and
Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to include more detailed
information from several studies. Anticipated salaries for certain offshore-
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wind-related jobs were provided in the DEIS and are in Section 3.6.2 of the
FEIS.

63-003

Vineyard Wind has devoted great resources and time to engage stakeholders
throughout this process. Since the release of the DEIS in 2018, they have
incorporated stakeholder concerns by agreeing to the 1 X 1 NM grid
placement of turbines (as shown in Alternative D2) and taken steps to use
Covell's Beach for the cable landfall. Mitigation should be undertaken when
it can benefit affected parties, but not to undermine the economic feasibility
of this project or future projects. For this reason, I urge BOEM not to select
Alternative F using either the 2NM or 4NM transit lanes.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

64-001

This comment is to encourage BOEM's approval of the Vineyard Wind
project. The environmental regulatory issues appear to have been addressed
responsibly and collaboratively.....We have learned a lot from European
wind power construction experience with marine mammal, fish and other
wildlife ecosystems, and Vineyard Wind appears to have integrated this
learning into its systems, such as consideration for migratory patterns during
construction. Even with unanticipated impacts, we are assured by the extant
research that they are local, small, and likely to be temporary.

Thank you for your comment.

65-001

Construction of this wind turbine facility will be very good for the
environment. Specifically, it will produce clean electricity which will be
substituted for energy generation which uses fossil fuels. The burning of
fossil fuels contributes to global warming, harming the natural world,
including the oceans, and hurting the health of human beings. Burning fossil
fuels also contributes to particulate pollution which humans breath into their
lungs worsening their health.

Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
information.

65-002

While the offshore facility might make it marginally harder to collect fish in
some areas, it would only impact a very small fraction of fisheries.
Furthermore, commercial fishing harms the ocean environment and
ecosystem a great deal, especially bottom-trawling. Commercial fishing
pollutes the oceans with fishing net waste, which degrades and small plastic
particles make their way into food. Fishing boats also kills many whales each
year, including the endangered Right whale. A reduction in the volume of
commercial fishing would be good for the environment and contribute to the
long-term health of the oceans.

Thank you for your comment.

66-001

I support [Vineyard Wind] and all alternative energy projects. We need to
stop burning fossil fuels. It's that simple. Climate change is the defining crisis
of our time, and no corner of the globe is immune from the devastating
consequences of climate change. The costs of ignoring climate change are
reaching irreversible points. Wind is the way of a sustainable, livable future.

Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
information.
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67-001 I oppose ALL of the comments that urge BOEM to rush forward as fastas  |Table 1.3-1 in Appendix B of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the most
possible. This is the start of a multi decade development and it must be laid |recent status of the required environmental permits and consultations for the
out carefully from the start...The lease can be taken up by a more responsible |proposed Project.
developer if this is needed.

67-002 I strongly recommend that the US does not rush into rapid development Table 1.3-1 in Appendix B of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the most
without a solid country and regional plan. This is exactly what Vineyard recent status of the required environmental permits and consultations for the
Wind is doing, they are not acting in the green spirit for the maximum proposed Project.
economical benefit of their shareholders and their intent is not in the best
interest of the general population of the US or even the region.

67-003 A serious gap in the COP, DEIS and SEIS and even the state of the science is |Section A.8.2.2 addresses sedimentation and sediment plumes, as well as
on the wake effects both on the water side and atmospheric side. On the changes in mixing/stratification due to the presence of structures associated
atmospheric side, impacts have been seen in Europe up to 34 km from the with the Project. Atmospheric effects such as a wake in air are discussed in
wind farms. In the water, there are many images of the sediment re- FEIS Appendix E, Section E.2.6, and oceanographic effects are discussed in
suspended by the mono-pile foundations that span and exit the wind farm. In |Section E.4.4. Consideration of increased water mixing and potential effects
the analysis, it has minimal analysis of the physics of the environment... There|on biology is discussed in Section 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 of the FEIS.
is significant evidence from wind farms which creates fluctuating pressure
deficits. Wind turbines have been taken down on land for these effects and
considered a colossal failure. With the prevailing winds relative to the
islands, this issue needs to be addressed. The impacts seen in Europe are a
wake impact on the surface of the ocean.

67-004 The Baird lectures have shown that within 3 years of the establishment of a |Sections 3.3 and 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect and the potential
wind farm, blue mussels colonize the structure to the degree that the colonization by mussels based on what is known from other wind farms.
sediments within a 100 m radius are completely anoxic and the sediments are |Section 3.2 of the FEIS has been updated to include new data sources and to
no longer providing the environmental benefits that they naturally do. discuss potential impacts of the presence of structures on sediment near
Impacts are seem up to ranges greater than 600 meters from the foundations. |foundations. The current benthic monitoring plan (COP Volume III,

These impacts need to be carefully studied and predicted. Appendix D) is posted on BOEM's website.
67-005 Energy is injected to the coastal water column at full depth through a Sections 3.4.1, 3.5.1, and 3.6.1 of the SEIS and Sections 3.3.1, 3.4.1, and

stratified water column. There are no scientific references available in the
literature for a low aspect ratio cylinder in a stratified flow. We do not even
have the ability to make a back of the envelope estimate if there will be an
impact or not and what that impact will be? Will it be a sustainable upwelling
and sustained bloom or will it be a vigorous boom that generates water
column anoxia and an ecosystem crash? You can't even begin to assess these
impacts without the basic science existing. It is hard to understand how the
COP can simply brush off these fundamental impacts and state there will be
zero impact without justification or defense of this statement.

3.5.1 of the FEIS discuss the potential impacts of the physical presence of
structures in the water column. As discussed in these sections, tank and
modeling conclude that flows are reduced immediately downstream of a
monopile foundation, but return to background flow from 3.5 to 50 monopile
diameters, depending upon local conditions (Miles et al. 2017, Cazenave et
al. 2016). While there is some level of uncertainty around the consequences
of these flow interruptions on the Atlantic OCS, shelf-scale modeling in the
Irish Sea indicates that waterflow typically returns to within 5 percent of
background levels within a relatively short distance from monopile
foundations, and mean flows disruptions are not expected to reach from one
monopile to an adjacent monopile. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is
warranted.
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67-006 There is a lot of discussion and concern on cables. They produce various Sections 3.3 and 3.4 of the SEIS addressed the potential impacts of EMF on
EMF fields that have a relative strength compared to the ambient EMF fields. |finfish and invertebrates and determined that the impacts would be negligible
There is so much biology that can be impacted. The media presented by to minor. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

Vineyard Wind says that the cables will be shielded and EMF will be
negligible but scientific research suggests otherwise... can the developer
describe why the cables cannot be buried to a depth that makes the EMF
negligible for their transmission choice?

67-007 I am also not confident that the impact of the cabling has been considered. Appendix E, Section E.3 of the FEIS has been revised to include
The insurance for the industry states that over 70% of the risk to offshore consideration of cable failure rates, among other types of failures.
wind farms is due to cable failure. I would like to see an honest estimate of
the lifetime disruption to the benthos from cable maintenance.

67-008 The SEIS is a great step. A regional view is essential...However, I strongly  |Resource sections of the FEIS include proposed mitigation, where applicable,
urge you to not build out 100 foundations prior to additional analysis. I and Appendix D of the FEIS, which is a summary of all proposed mitigation
would urge BOEM to really take control of the development and give strong |considered, has also been updated to include modifications and/or additional
guidane on how we do this responsibly and not let lobbyists for wind mitigation and monitoring measures. Additional mitigation and monitoring
companies drive this for special interest groups. Planning should take a measures may arise from consultations and coordination with Federal and
much, much wider view and plan for how all this power will be input to the |State resource agencies. These additional mitigation measures will be
grid. As I see it, there is more power to be produced than can be landed. considered by decision makers and could be adopted in the Record of
Planning should include the option to include an ocean grid which would Decision and required as conditions of approval. Section 2.2.1 of the FEIS
open up PPAs to companies not just states and will reduce the cost to has been updated to reflect this information. In addition, Section C.5 in
developers in their lease areas. Appendix C addresses an offshore regional transmission network that was an

alternative considered in the DEIS, SEIS, and FEIS, but not carried forward
for analysis as described in that section.

68-001 This project is the first step to wind energy in this country and to stop the Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the importance of the
first project will subsequently put an end to any future projects, effectively  |Vineyard Wind 1 Project as the east coast's first large-scale offshore wind
killing the industry we so desperately need.The amount of new jobs that this |energy project. Approval could encourage and support continued investment
would generate cannot be overstated... in other offshore wind projects and the creation of a domestic supply chain

for the offshore wind industry in the eastern United States. Section 3.7 of the
SEIS addressed projected job creation, and Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has
been updated to include more detailed information from several studies that
provide generalized projections of economic investment from offshore wind.
The numbers of estimated jobs shown in the FEIS are only domestic jobs,
and for the Vineyard Wind | Project are specifically jobs in Massachusetts.

68-002 As a lifelong fisherman I am excited with the benefits that the towers will Section 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect on finfish, and Sections 3.10
bring in the form of artificial reefs for sea life, I believe this will enhance the |and 3.11 discussed that recreational fishing may improve near structures
already outstanding fishing we already have. offshore. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

68-003 I have confidence that the travel lanes are more than adequate and to ask for |The FEIS addresses this comment in Sections 3.11.4 and 3.11.5.

more is unnecessary and greedy and will kill this project, and wind energy in
the U.S.
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70-001

The draft SEIS includes an alternative ("Alternative F") with 4 nm wide
transit corridors through the wind energy area (WEA). The transit corridors,
while providing space through the WEA for very large vessels, has several
negative impacts both to the wind farms but also to navigation. It is very
much "the worst of both worlds" and should not be pursued...Introducing
transit corridors would reduce the turbine spacing over the remainder of the
WEA and concentrate vessels in those corridors, increasing the risk of
collisions. The USCG reviewed the transit corridor option now proposed as
Alternative F and rejected it, concluding that fewer large corridors "actually
provide far less area than the numerous corridors that result from the
recommended array and spacing."”

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

70-002

The transit lanes proposed in Alternative F also disproportionately affect
some lease areas over others. While comparatively little area of lease OCS-
A-0486 is impacted, and the impacted area is furthest from shore, a
significant portion of lease area OCS-A-0521 would be lost and the restricted
areas are closest to shore, requiring much longer cable runs. The transit lanes
in Alternative F should be rejected.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

71-001

I see what we have done to our planet through years of reliance on fossil
fuels, and yes no solution is perfect. But here we have the opportunity to lead
the way. To build turbines in a way that takes into account, wildlife,
fisherman and local residents. There is no perfect solution to supply the
energy demands of a growing world, but these turbines along with other
clean energy solutions are the future.

Thank you for your comment.

71-002

You can resist the change and demand that as an industry fishing should be
given precedence over turbines for ocean space, but you can not deny that
your industry has also had dire negative impacts on the waters you claim to
be here to protect. Overfishing, habitat destruction and an industry that has
become one dominated by large conglomerates can not possibly sit here and
say they are doing right by our planet. Yes, the project could affect people's
livelihoods, but it could also put us one step closer to having cleaner energy.

Thank you for your comment.

71-003

We are now at the point where we can make a very positive change on our
planet when it comes to creating clean energy, creating jobs in a growing
field, and we need to take a stand against increasingly large fishing entities
that claim to be working for the best interest of their employees and not just
to take all they can from our oceans.

Thank you for your comment.

72-001

For our future, I support developing all types of power, particular wind in
areas well suited to it, such as off Cape Cod and the Islands. Wind reduces
the need to use fossil fuels and is sustainable. The project is the culmination
of more than ten years of exhaustive study and analysis to determine where

Thank you for your comment.
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offshore wind industry could be developed with the least possible impact on
existing industries and the environment.

73-001

Why is the US still using coal & gas for electricity production? Can we get
the US out of the 'dark ages' and move into the present with wind power? I
fully support the Vineyard Wind project. It is time we take our future
seriously and make the change to renewable energy now.

Thank you for your comment.

74-001

I see the threats to [the Connecticutt River's] viability daily. Fossil fuels and
their by-products have so disturbed the natural environment our waters are
getting clogged with hard to control invasives, our air is polluted, fish
reproduction is shriveling. We have an opportunity in New England to take a
giant step in the righ direction if we enable wind farms to be built. I
wholeheartedly endorse The Vineyard Wind LLC's proposed wind energy
facility offshore MA.

Thank you for your comment.

75-001

Both in spirit and in practice we fully support Vineyard Wind's efforts to
move us into the future of green, natural energy. There will always be two
sides of the coin, concerns to consider, mitigate, and thoughtfully address but
much like a vaccine, the benefits here drastically outweigh any issues or
impacts that Vineyard Wind is always quick to consider. We look forward to
the day when wind - one of nature's most bountiful gifts - is harvested for
energy and survival.

Thank you for your comment.

76-001

I would like to see Vineyard Wind go forward now as soon as possible
without any further decrease in density.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

77-001

I support the Vinward wind project for Connecticut wholeheartedly. It is a
natural way to supplement our necessity for power without adding to our
environmental problems.

Thank you for your comment.

79-001

I fully support the Vineyard Win Project. In 2018, the state of Connecticut set
a goal of producing 40% of its electric power through renewables by 2030,
rising to 100% by 2040 and of reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 80%
below 2001 levels by 2050. This project will help us achieve these goals.

Thank you for your comment.

79-002

The untapped offshore wind resource along the U.S. Eastern Seaboard is one
of the most powerful in the world, and is within reach of many low income
densely populated areas where energy demands are high and new resource
options are few and access to employment is low. The offshore wind industry
could create 83,000 jobs by 2030 and deliver $25 billion in annual economic
input by that same year.

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the importance of the
Vineyard Wind 1 Project as the east coast's first large-scale offshore wind
energy project. Approval could encourage and support continued investment
in other offshore wind projects and the creation of a domestic supply chain
for the offshore wind industry in the eastern United States. Section 3.71 of
the SEIS addressed projected job creation and investment from Atlantic coast
offshore wind and Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to include
more detailed information.

81-001

I and my husband completely support Wind Energy. We support the 1x1
nautical mile turbine layout - a compromise proposed in response to

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.
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commercial fisheries' concerns...Support offshore wind jobs, ratepayer
savings, and reduction of carbon emissions on a large scale.

81-002 We oppose adding 2+ mile wide transit lanes within wind farms because it A)|Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
reduces offshore wind buildout B) massively impairs carbon reduction alternative.
potential and C) is unnecessary per the US Coast Guard.

82-001 I have viewed their presentation of the [Vineyard Wind] project, and as an  |Thank you for your comment.
engineer, can appreciate its technical merits. Their reaching out to the many
stakeholders, listening closely to their concerns, and addressing these
concerns in their planning has been extraordinary.

82-002 As a resident of Cape Cod where we pay some of the highest electricity rates |Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS provides anticipated job creation resulting from the
in the country, I welcome the project. The jobs creation alone will benefit us |Vineyard Wind 1 Project in Massachusetts, and primarily in southeastern
greatly. I will be proud to have it off our shores in its ideal location. Massachusetts. Section 3.6.2 also notes the project's contribution to a resilient

and reliable electric supply. This information was also in the DEIS and SEIS.

83-001 The obvious reason to support these projects including our local project Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
vineyard wind is the longterm Enviornmental benefits, to help slow the Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were
devastating impacts of climate change, to move away from our dependence |evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to
on fossil fuels. We have an opportunity to be on the forefront of a new include additional information.
industry harvesting clean renewable sources of energy, this is not only a win
on the Enviornmental front but a huge win on the economic front.

83-002 This global pandemic has had a unique ability to find weak spots in almost  |Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
every aspect of life. Here on MV and I think in most coastal communities we |Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
are heavily dependent on service sector jobs. Restaurants, bars, catering, inn |3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
and hotels, taxi and uber drivers, seasonal retail stores, wedding industry,. and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
The list goes on and on..With over 13% unemployment in our country over |during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Many of the
20% on Marthas vineyard this is an unbelievable opportunity to create good |estimated 80 long-term, year-round operational jobs would be located on
paying year round jobs that do not rely on tourism. This is not only true for |Martha's Vineyard.

MV but up and down the east coast of the united states in every coastal
community. I believe the vineyard wind estimate is 3,600 jobs over the life of
the project, that is an enormous economic benefit to local communities. Well
paid, year round stable jobs. I think the industry as a whole is estimating
80,000 jobs which again is an enormous benefit to these local communities.

84-001 We agree that it is important that the first commercial offshore wind projects |Thank you for your comment.
are done right and that it’s imperative to evaluate the cumulative impacts to
existing maritime uses as well as the environment and establish best practices
that minimize those. We are especially sensitive to the concerns of the
commercial fishing industry as an important piece of our past, present, and
future economy and one that is impacted the greatest by this industry.

84-002 Vineyard Wind has gone through many iterations in an effort to craft a Thank you for your comment.

facility that is economically feasible while at the same time taking its impacts
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into account. Vineyard Wind has been a collaborative, communicative and an
engaged partner with many stakeholder groups, and has shown a genuine
interest in the region’s environmental and economic health.

84-003 While it is clear that there will be impacts to existing uses and that the Thank you for your comment.
emergence of this new industry will require changes in both practice and
habit, we feel that the adjustments made through this permitting process, and
the mitigations put in place will minimize those impacts.

84-004 Developers have made a commitment to coordinate a predictable layout that |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
answers marine concerns and comes at the cost of substantial reductions in  |alternative.
clean energy potential among the lease areas.

84-005 We support the proposal, and further dilution beyond this proposal could Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
jeopardize project viability, increase the cost to ratepayers as well as increase |alternative.
environmental impact, and render existing lease areas insufficient to meet the
region’s clean energy mandates. All this would occur if additional transit
lanes are added to the plan, which the US Coast Guard has asserted will not
provide meaningful increases in ease of transit and could create increased
conflict.

84-006 In terms of economic development, Vineyard Wind represents a major Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
opportunity bringing $1.87 billion in direct economic benefits to Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
Massachusetts including 3,600 new jobs. The project has created a $15 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
million fund to help build a sustainable offshore wind industry in and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
Massachusetts that would bolster development of the supply chain, during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Section 3.6.2.1
businesses, and infrastructure. This type of economic development will play |and Tables 3.6-3, 3.6-4 and 3.6-5 also list the grants that would be provided
out up and down the east coast of the United States as the nation ushers in  |by Vineyard Wind and show economic value and first year tax revenues that
this new renewable energy industry. would result from Vineyard Wind.

84-007 We urge BOEM to arrive at a final decision on the federal permit this year. |Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the importance of the
This is critical not only for the viability of Vineyard Wind, but for the entire |Vineyard Wind 1 Project as the east coast's first large-scale offshore wind
future U.S. offshore wind industry including shipbuilders, suppliers, and energy project. Approval could encourage and support continued investment
other maritime interests. Considering the nation’s abrupt economic downturn |in other offshore wind projects and the creation of a domestic supply chain
this year due to COVID-19 impacts, this will help spur immediate economic |for the offshore wind industry in the eastern United States.
growth in the nation’s economy.

85-001 Vineyard Wind 1 has been reviewed extensively by federal, state, and local |Section 3.7 of the SEIS addressed projected job creation and investment from

regulators and experts. View factsheets, download the BOEM report, and
watch short videos about BOEM's environmental impact report. Thousands
of jobs will be supported by offshore wind including a diverse local supply
chain. Read about how US manufacturers are preparing, Texas is readying
for a new energy boom, and international offshore wind companies are
coming to the US.

reasonably foreseeable offshore wind development. Section 3.6.1.1 of the
FEIS has been updated to include more detailed information from several
studies that provide projections of economic investment from Atlantic coast
offshore wind.
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85-002 Vineyard Wind 1 will feature large 1+ mile spacing between turbines, the Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
largest space between turbines of any wind development currently operating |alternative.
on the globe, to allow for safe navigation and fishing within the wind
farm...Additional 2 to 4-mile wide transit lanes within wind farms are
unnecessary and reduce renewable energy potential. Read what the US Coast
guard said about it.

Offshore wind and fishing can coexist.

86-001 I am not worried about the [Vineyard Wind] windmills being a hazard to Thank you for your comment.
navigation. I already have the ability to avoid tiny lobster traps in the fog at
night using my radar. I feel the windmills are spaced out adequately.

86-002 I also think these windmills will create entire ecosystems and increase the Sections 3.3 and 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect on finfish, and
marine life in the area, similar to how any artificial reef created in other areas |Sections 3.10 and 3.11 discussed that recreational fishing may improve near
of the East Coast have been great for fishing. Each of these windmill bases  |structures offshore. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
will become their own 'artificial reef, supporting dozens of varieties of sea
life and also drawing in the bigger predators. I look forward to fishing in the
region after they are installed because I think they will vastly improve our
fishing opportunities.

87-001 As a piledriver in Local Union 56 out of Boston, MA, the proposed offshore |Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
wind farm means more to me than a paycheck. It is an investment in our Section 3.6 of the FEIS.
states future in renewable energy

87-002 While [commercial fishermen] have every right to utilize the oceans Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to conclude that a moderate
recourses, they do not have the right to shut down a sector that will employ |beneficial impact on employment and economic activity would result from
more people and provide clean energy for many years to come. I have already|offshore wind development in the RI and MA Lease Areas. It also notes a
taken part in the training for the offshore wind farms, and my fellow potential moderate adverse impact on the commercial fishing industry.
piledrivers and I have every bit as much right to develop the renewable Section 3.10 provides more information on impacts on commercial fishing
energy resource presented by the wind farms. and mitigations to be provided by Vineyard Wind.

88-001 If we want to meet national and global climate goals, we need to take action |Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
by reducing the state's carbon emissions by 1.6 million tons (as these off- A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
shore turbines will do). information.

89-001 Massachusetts has a seafaring work force that will benefit from gigs Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to explain that the New Bedford
requiring seafaring skills. OSW Turbine construction and servicing will Port Authority, Massachusetts Clean Energy Commission, and Vineyard
employ those seafaring skills and supplement diminished fishing Wind are cooperating to develop supply chain and support opportunities,
opportunities. with a focus on fishing businesses. The supply of marine workers provides an

experienced workforce with relevant skills. Section 3.6.2 notes the benefits of
diversifying the current marine industries.

90-001 I write this letter of support today for the Vineyard Wind and all offshore Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
wind projects being considered along the continental United States... As we |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
address the challenges associated with the development of offshore wind, we |information.
also should look back into the history of power generation and determine if
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there are lessons learned from the past... As we enter a new century, the
power generation industry now must take into consideration of impact items
such climate change, carbon dioxide emissions, capacity of fossil fuels while
experiencing an increase in global demand for electricity... Offshore wind is
no longer a new industry as offshore wind has been around for 20 years,
predominately in Northern Europe. Many of the concerns addressed in the
BOEM report can be answered by communicating with those who have met
the challenges associated with offshore wind.
90-002 As I reviewed the BOEM report, I took notice of the study on avian fatality |Section A.8.3.1 of the FEIS provides an updated discussion of collision
and the model that was created indicated one fatality every 6.25 years. Itis |model methods, but does not include all species that may encounter operating
nice to know that a wind turbine is not a bird Cuisinart. WTGs, as many species do not have the required datasets to allow for
modeling. While not all species potentially present within the offshore wind
lease areas were modeled, the modeling results of those species with
sufficiently robust occurrence and behavioral characteristics datasets
represent a variety of species with representative behaviors and flight
characteristics and illustrate the overall low expected collisions rates. BOEM
expects the same outcome from species that were not modeled. Additionally,
Section A.8.3.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS include updated mitigation and
monitoring measures that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and
mitigate adverse impacts on birds. These measures include, but are not
limited to, installation of bird deterrent devices, use of ADLS, installation of
digital VHF receivers and acoustic monitoring devices to estimate the
exposure of ESA-listed species and other migratory birds, preparation of a
post-construction monitoring plan, and other measures.
90-003 In reading the BOEM white paper, there was one statement which was Thank you for your comment.
continually used: "To the degree wind energy development offsets the use of
fossil fuel used to generate power, it will reduce carbon emissions and further
efforts to reduce global warming". Calculated risks are a necessity when
adopting a concept for the first time. Global warming is a subject that must
be addressed now, and corrective measures must be adopted so future
generations are not burdened by lack of decisiveness by regulatory
authorities.
90-004 As a country who takes great pride in wanting to be a global leader, we have |Thank you for your comment.

decided to an overly cautious approach to the development of offshore wind
power generation. Yes, when considering projects of this magnitude, there
are risks along with entities which could be impacted. There are also lessons
learned from existing offshore wind projects which should assist BOEM in
moving the necessary permitting for the Vineyard Wind project forward.
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91-001 Published Article in Environmental Management (2004) on Waquoit Bay Thank you for your comment.
Watershed Ecological Risk Assessment Project

92-001 At the public meeting on Cape Cod, I recommended a cumulative impact BOEM will prepare a NEPA analysis for each future proposed offshore wind
assessment and adaptive, ecosystems-based management approach for this  |project within federal waters.
situation... Since it appears that BOEM will use the [Vineyard] Wind FEIS
process and approval decision for the permit as a case study for the other
proposed 20 (?) wind farms along the Atlantic Seaboard, it is important to dot
the I’s and cross the T’s in the near term to integrate policy/regulations/
construction and operations rules.

92-002 I registered for last night’s “ZOOM virtual meeting” but was unsuccessful in |BOEM provided five opportunities to attend the virtual public hearings
joining it... BOEM seems to have made it difficult to join their ZOOM during the comment period.
meetings... My two challenges in joining Friday evening’s ZOOM public
hearing were my log in name and the the identification number for the
Z0OOM meeting.

92-003 I have a question about the link between the BOEM analysis of cumulative |Section 3.3.7.3, 3.3.8.3, of the DEIS and Section 3.5.1 of the SEIS discussed
effects of the 20 wind farms between North Carolina and Maine on marine  |the expected distance that noise associated with operational WTGS would
mammals and the NOAA Fisheries GARFO (Greater Atlantic Regional reach ambient levels. Based on measurements at the Block Island Wind
Fisheries Office) Environmental Assessment process on North Atlantic right |Farm, low frequency noise generated by operating turbines reaches ambient
whale mortalities due to entanglements in American lobster pot gear. When I (levels at 164 feet (50 meters; Miller and Potty 2017). Therefore, no change to
attended a GARFO meeting on Cape Cod in 2019 Marine Mammal ENGO  |the FEIS is warranted.
representative and some scientists raised concerns about the effects of wind
farm noise on NARWs.

92-004 In addition, NOAA Fisheries recently released its 2020 State of the Thank you for your comment.

Ecosystems report which discusses the effects of climate change and ocean
noise.

93-001 Recent news of record warming of both Arctic and Antarctic regions Table 1.3-1 in Appendix B of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the most
indicates that Climate Change is happening right now, and that it is recent status of the required environmental permits and consultations for the
URGENT to move as expeditiously as possible to large-scale renewable proposed Project.
energy sources.

94-001 It appears to me that not moving forward will hurt us in the future to develop |Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
sustainable energy sources and also currently if there's ever an interruption in |Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were
our current sources of energy. We must continue to move forward on all evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to
fronts including wind. The byproduct of more jobs in our communities also |include additional information.
has great value. I see no downside to Vineyard Winds and their proposals and
hope they continue to expand operations.

95-001 We badly need this renewable energy [Vineyard Wind project]. Thank you for your comment.

Environmentally I would say it is one of the most friendly that there is. We
don't have hydro power here but we have a lot of clean wind.
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96-001 After seeing pollution destroy our planet, having worked on many hazardous [Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS is updated to conclude that a moderate beneficial
waste sites through out my career, I believe the time is now to issue the impact on employment and economic activity would result from offshore
permits for Vineyard Wind. I understand the fisherman's concerns but I have |wind development in the RT and MA Lease Area. It also notes a potential
a right to work offshore too. I believe the navigation way that Vineyard wind |moderate adverse impact on the commercial fishing industry. Section 3.10
is adequate. Good paying jobs are on the line for thousands of people if these |provides more information on impacts on commercial fishing and mitigations
permits are not issued as is. to be provided by Vineyard Wind.

97-001 I'm looking forward to working at Vineyard Wind once the project getsup  |Thank you for your comment.
and running.

98-001 I write to show my wholehearted support for the Vineyard Wind project... I |Thank you for your comment.
know that this project is a crucial step in building a future where air is clean
to breathe and sea levels stalled from rising.

98-002 Governor Charlie Baker issued Executive Order No. 569, Establishing an Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
Integrated Climate Change Strategy for the Commonwealth. Massachusetts |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
has a deep obligation to deliver on green energy solutions that reduce information.
greenhouse emissions, and the Vineyard Wind project is the opportunity we
must seize in order to do so. Offshore wind is central to Massachusetts' and
our region's goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions to limit the effects of]
climate change.

98-003 For me, this is far greater than a political issue, it is an issue of whether the  |Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to address air quality benefits of
Massachusetts of my adulthood will be one where I can walk along Martha's |the displacement of fossil fuel electricity generation by offshore wind. In
Vineyard beaches, sit at the Boston waterfront, or ski in the hills of addition, Section 3.7.1 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the health
Wachusett, as [ grew up doing. It is an issue of whether the privileges I've impacts of fossil fuel consumption and resulting degraded air quality on
received in the land surrounding me clean water, clean air, grass and trails different racial groups, as well as different income groups, as well as benefits
free of toxic waste will be rights guaranteed to everyone, rather than from reduction of fossil fuel power generation displaced by offshore wind
privileges; we know that our electric power has major public health impacts, |energy (including the proposed Project and other projects).
typically on disadvantaged communities, that wind does not bear.

98-004 It is an issue of whether we will be able to create jobs in the clean energy Appendix A, Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to address air
sector, rather than perpetuating an unproductive reliance on the stagnant coal, |quality benefits of the displacement of fossil fuel electricity generation by
oil, and gas industry. offshore wind.

99-001 I strongly support the Vineyard Wind and other proposed offshore wind Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
projects. Offshore wind is critical for eliminating our greenhouse gas Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were
emissions and other harmful power plant emissions in the northeast. It will ~ |evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to
thereby improve public health, and slow climate change. It will do so while |include additional information.
reducing wholesale electricity costs, and providing large economic
development benefits.

99-002 The proposed fishing lanes should be more than adequate. Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

alternative.

99-003 Turbine foundations will create habitat for more fish by creating artificial Section 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect on finfish. Therefore, no

reefs.

change to the FEIS is warranted.
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100-001 The Vineyard Wind Energy facility is not only important for cutback on Appendix A, Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to address air
reliance of Fossil fuels in the commonwealth, but also creating a healthier,  |quality benefits of the displacement of fossil fuel electricity generation by
safer, less expensive way of life for those who live in it. The wind farms will |offshore wind. Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated job
supply clean energy to 400,000 homes to not just the Vineyard but also to to |creation by Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately
Massachusetts, lowering energy bills across the board and saving taxpayers |3,100 to 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during
and ratepayers $1.4 Billion in energy savings over the next 20 years of their |construction and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000
usefulness. Similarly, they will create over 3,500 jobs for local residence FTE job years) during operations. These data were also provided in the DEIS.
over the projects lifetime. Lastly, it will help both the Vineyards goal of Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
being totally reliant on renewable energy by 2040 and the Massachusetts A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
Goal of being carbon neutral by 2050. information.

101-001 I strongly support the [Vineyard Wind] project and I am very concerned it | Thank you for your comment.
will be delayed because the Vineyard Wind EIS is defective under NEPA for
failing to include a reasonable alternative that would largely eliminate the
major environmental impacts of the project. I believe the EIS will be
challenged in court, the BOEM will lose, and it will have to start the EIS
process over and the project will be significantly delayed.

101-002 The EIS states that the turbines will be installed on monopole or jacket Sections 3.3 and 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the impacts of pile installation on

foundations. These foundations require scouring the seabed at the installation
site, destroying habitat, and they are driven into the seabed, creating
significant sound effects and potential impacts on endangered whales. They
require the use of new offshore crane ships to lift and install the turbines on
the foundations. These ships also create environmental impacts.

seafloor habitats and on animals other than mammals. Section 3.5 of the SEIS
discussed potential impacts on marine mammals. All resources in Chapter 3
of the SEIS considered potential impacts from vessels, among other factors.
Section 3.3.7.3 of the DEIS and Section 3.5.1 of SEIS discussed habitat,
noise, and vessel impacts to on marine mammals, including NARW, as a
result of the expanded planned action scenario. Consultation with the NMFS
under the ESA and MMPA has been completed. The NMFS Biological
Opinion and Incidental Take Statement (including all Terms and Conditions
and Reasonable and Prudent Measures) are discussed Section 3.4.2 and
Appendix D of the FEIS. As discussed in the Section 3.4.2 of the FEIS and in
the Biological Opinion issued by NOAA (NMFS 2020), no population level
effects or reduced whale numbers are expected to occur as a result of the
proposed Vineyard Wind 1 Project. Further, as discussed in the Biological
Opinion, take of whale species is expected to involve harassment and some
injury to a limited number of individuals during the course of pile driving
activities. No other take of marine mammals, including NARW, is expected
to occur as a result of the project. Additionally, Section 3.4.2 and Appendix
D of the FEIS discuss updated mitigation and monitoring measures that
would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts to
marine mammals. These measures include, but are not limited to avoidance
of peak NARW presence, use of sound attenuation technologies, use of
PSOs, PAM, soft start procedures, shut down procedures, vessel speed
restrictions, injury and mortality reporting, and other measures. Further,
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should a Right Whale Slow Zone or DMA overlap the proposed Project area
between June 1 and October 31 implementation of enhanced
monitoring/mitigation measures for NARW would be required. Project
activities will be conducted under the authority of a Project-specific [HA
issued by the NMFS.

101-003 These impacts are eliminated if mobile jack-up platforms are used as Appendix E of the FEIS discusses hurricane data, and COP Volume II-A
foundations for offshore wind turbines. They do not require pile driving so  |Section 2.2.1 (Epsilon 2018d) indicates that the average recurrence interval
create no significant sound effects. They are easily removed if they do create |for Category 3 hurricanes in the WDA is approximately every 50 years.
adverse environmental impacts. They do not require specialized construction |Section 2.3 of the FEIS also discusses potential effects of the proposed
ships and thus eliminate their environmental impacts. They have been used in |Project being hit by a hurricane. More precise forecasts of hurricane
the Gulf of Mexico for over 60 years and are proven to withstand Category 5 |frequency in future climate scenarios are not likely to be significantly
hurricanes. Jackup platforms can readily support turbines of up to 16MW, in |different from currently available data. Therefore, further updates to the FEIS
depths to 300 feet, using proven offshore oil field construction with ABS- are not warranted. Furthermore, Section 2.1.7 of the DEIS and Section C.5 in
certified design. Thousands of jack-up platforms have been installed around |Appendix C of the FEIS includes information on alternatives considered but
the world... The design is certified by ABS for wind turbines as well as met |not analyzed in detail. One such alternative includes alternative foundation
towers. The design is suitable for depth to 300 feet. In contrast, no monopole |types, including jack-up platforms. Information is included in this section, as
foundation for a wind turbine has ever been certified, much less built and it was in the DEIS, specifying why alternate foundation types would not be
proven, for water deeper than 100 feet. feasible. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

101-004 Jackup platforms are known, effective, and eliminate most of the impacts of |Section 2.1.7 of the DEIS and Section C.5 in Appendix C of the FEIS
constructing and decommissioning an offshore wind farm. Their use in the  |includes information on alternatives considered but not analyzed in detail.
Vineyard Wind project will eliminate the most significant impact of concern |One such alternative includes alternative foundation types, including jack-up
on endangered whales protected by law. NEPA requires assessment of platforms. Information is included in this section, as it was in the DEIS,
reasonable alternatives, especially concerning affected endangered species.  |specifying why alternate foundation types would not be feasible. Therefore,

no change to the FEIS is warranted.

101-005 The EIS and the supplement are defective because they do not include the Chapter 2 of the DEIS, Chapter 2 and Appendix D of the SEIS and Chapter 2
reasonable and obvious alternative of mobile jackup foundations. It is very  |of the FEIS includes a reasonable range of alternatives considered as well as
likely that the EIS will be challenged in court and will be found defective, alternatives considered but eliminated. Therefore no changes to the FEIS are
and the EIS will have to redone. This will delay the project, costing the warranted.
proponents and governments more money and raising the cost of the project
which will be passed on to rate payers. BOEM must include a reasonable
analysis of the foundation technology alternatives in the Final EIS to avoid
this.

102-001 [The Vineyard Wind project] has tons of long-term beneficial impacts for the |[Appendix A, Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to address air
local community. For example this project will help to generate over 3,000 |quality benefits of the displacement of fossil fuel electricity generation by
jobs for people nearby in the area. Provide clean, renewable and cost- offshore wind. Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated job
effective electricity for 400,000 homes and businesses in Massachusetts. creation by Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately
Additionally, within the first 20 years of the project ratepayers will be saving |3,100 to 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during
over $1.4 billion in energy related costs. construction and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000

FTE job years) during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS.
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103-001 I have been concerned about impending climate change since Earth Day Thank you for your comment.
1970. Now it is an impending Climate Crisis (or worse) due to our relative
inaction and the obstructionism and the ultimate failure of Cape Wind. No
solution is perfect, but Vineyard Wind and subsequent projects appear now
the only prospect for getting close to 100% renewable electricity for
Massachusetts by 2050. The negative impact on marine fisheries and
migratory birds have been well studied and in my opinion are dwarfed by the
importance of this and other renewable energy projects for sustaining life on
earth as we know it (including the lives of fish and birds).

104-001 It is imperative that we, as global citizens, wake up to the reality of climate |Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
change and aggressively pursue ways to limit the devastation. Any project  |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
that focuses on clean, non-carbon energy should be brought on-line. Off- information.
shore wind is one of very few initiatives that can make a substantial impact.

The demonstration project off of Block Island has shown how effective off-
shore wind can be.

104-002 Slowing climate change would be a good enough reason to develop off-shore [New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
wind. When you add to that the benefits to public health from fewer existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.
particulates (from burning fossil fuels), the value of this project should be
obvious.

105-001 [ urge you to approve the proposed Off-Shore Wind projects. These projects |Thank you for your comment.
are critical to helping us meet our energy demands, while reducing
environmental harm caused by traditional fossil fuels energy sources.

....After 10 years of planning, outreach, environmental reviews, and design
adjustments, it is time to move forward and join the rest of the world in
embracing off-shore wind technology.

105-002 The projects will also provide jobs as they create a new industry for the state. |Job projections for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project are provided in Section 3.6.2

of the FEIS, and were also provided in the DEIS. National projections of jobs
and investment for future offshore wind are provided in Section 3.6.1.

106-001 I agree with the BOEM decision to include cumulative impacts of the build |BOEM will comply with NEPA and all other procedural requirements
out of additional offshore wind projects in neighboring lease areas, and future|separately for each future proposed offshore wind project within federal
projects in the Vineyard 1 lease area. Approval and construction of the waters. BOEM will make a separate decision on each COP submitted.
Vineyard 1 project will open the door to additional offshore wind
construction. How would future projects be limited once the first is in place?

106-002 I agree with the draft EIS conclusions that the cumulative impact of the Thank you for your comment.

proposed action will be major for commercial fisheries, for hire fisheries,
navigation and vessel traffic, scientific research and studies, and military and
national security. The EIS conclusions are based on responses from the US
Marine Fisheries Service, the US Coast Guard and Navy, and marine
research organizations.
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106-003 I disagree with the draft assessment assumption that if the Vineyard Wind 1 |BOEM determined that it is reasonable to assume that if the proposed Project
project is not built, it will be replaced with other offshore wind projects to is not built, another project or projects would be constructed because of the
meet state mandates. Other projects may be restricted for the same reasons  |need to meet mandates/demand. This assumption also allowed BOEM to
Vineyard 1 may be rejected for BOEM permit approval. For example, if assess the maximum-impact scenario in terms of potential impacts.
Vineyard 1 was rejected because of visual impacts of being too close to
shore, any future project a similar distance from shore could also be rejected.

106-004 I disagree with the draft EIS conclusion the cumulative impact of the Although research findings in the SEIS have not been updated to address the
proposed action will have moderate negative impacts, and minor benefits on |14 MW turbines, Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been updated to
tourism. In deciding the impact on viewshed the draft EIS quotes from a include and evaluate the updated Vineyard Wind visual simulations. The
BOEM commissioned study from Parsons and Firestone (page 3-86)... The |simulations provide views of the 14 MW WTGs as well as simulations for
summary of the study findings, and the study itself have several flaws. The |Vineyard Wind 1 wind turbines combined with other offshore wind
Parsons/Firestone study used visualizations of a 579’ tall turbine compared to |development. The simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/
the Vineyard current plan of using 837’ tall turbines, and the turbines will be |vineyard-wind-cumulative-visual-assessment. These simulations, combined
as close as 14 miles from shore. The taller turbines have the equivalent with the Parsons and Firestone study and other sources cited in the SEIS
visual impact of moving the turbines 5 miles closer to shore in the reflect the best available data, and are sufficient to support a reasoned choice
Parsons/Firestone study, or equivalent to 10 miles. At 10 miles, survey among alternatives; therefore, no further change to the FEIS is warranted.
respondents stated their recreational beach experience would be worse with
turbines visible by a three to one margin (29 percent to 10 percent at 10 miles
shown in Figure 3 below). Trip loss is expected to be 14 percent compared
to trip gain from curiosity trips of 2.6 percent (see study Figure 5...).

106-005 In deciding the impact on viewshed the draft EIS quotes from a BOEM Section 3.10.1.1 of the SEIS notes the following findings from the

commissioned study from Parsons and Firestone (page 3-86)... The summary
of the study findings, and the study itself have several flaws... curiosity trips
are a one-time event, while trip loss tends to be permanent. Also, negative
responses about visible turbines were followed up, and adjusted for a
measure of certainty while positive responses had no such follow up, or
correction. The Parsons/Firestone study sample included people involved in
beach activities (65 percent), and people who simply visited the beach area,
but not the beach itself (35 percent) who would not be expected to oppose
visible wind turbines. The Parsons/Firestone report stated property values
would fall, but did not quantify by how much.

Parsons/Firestone survey: (1) Reported trip loss (respondents who stated that
they would visit a different beach without offshore wind) averaged 8 percent
when wind projects were 12.5 miles (20 kilometers) offshore, 6 percent when
15 miles (24.1 kilometers) offshore, and 5 percent when 20 miles (32
kilometers) offshore; and (2) About 2.6 percent of respondents were more
likely to visit a beach with visible offshore wind facilities at any distance.
The SEIS did not base findings on one-time beach visits from those who
wanted to see wind turbines (the "curiosity trips"). The SEIS reflects study
findings that the overall impact of visible WTGs on recreation would be
long-term, continuous, and adverse; that certain seaside locations on the
southern coast of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard could experience a small
reduction in recreational and tourism activity; and that the visible presence of
WTGs from limited shore locations would be unlikely to affect shore-based
recreation and tourism in the geographic analysis area as a whole (as opposed
to just the beach area). The Parsons and Firestone study and other sources
cited in the SEIS reflect the best available data, and are sufficient to support a
reasoned choice among alternatives; therefore, no change to the FEIS is
warranted.
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106-006 Contrast the Parsons/Firestone study with the study by Lutzeyer et.al. (2017), |Section 3.10.2.1 of the SEIS provided a finding from the cited study
“The Amenity Costs of Offshore Wind Farms: Evidence from a Choice (Lutzeyer et al. 2017), stating that nighttime views of aviation hazard lighting
Experiment”3. The Lutzeyer study worked with beach home rental for WTGs close to shore (5 to 8 miles [8 to 13 kilometers]) would adversely
companies, and surveyed only people who had recently rented a house on, or |impact the rental price of properties with ocean views. This study did not
near the beach. The study found 38 percent of beach renters would likely not |address the relationship between lighting, nighttime views, and tourism for
come back to a beach with daytime visible turbines regardless of the distance [WTGs 15 or more miles (24.1 or more kilometers) from shore. Therefore, no
as shown in the study quote below. In addition, others would return only change to the FEIS is warranted.
with a rental discount depending on the distance...

106-007 The Lutzeyer study also showed nighttime visualizations of red flashing Section 3.10.2.1 of the SEIS stated that Vineyard Wind had committed to use
aircraft warning lights, and respondents stated even higher rates of objection |ADLS to reduce the time when nighttime aviation lighting is activated, and
with 55 percent not likely to return to a beach with nighttime visible turbines. |that within the viewshed of the geographic analysis area, the use of ADLS for
In a query to Parsons/Firestone I learned they also showed nighttime offshore wind projects would reduce the impact of nighttime aviation safety
visualizations but did not report the results. Since BOEM paid for the study |lighting to negligible. Vineyard Wind would also use white or light grey
the nighttime survey results should be demanded by BOEM. color as described in Appendix D to reduce visibility against the horizon.

Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

106-008 Orsted has volunteered to install aircraft detection lighting systems (ADLS) |Section 3.10.2.1 of the SEIS stated that Vineyard Wind had committed to use
that use radar to detect the presence of nearby aircraft to turn the warning ADLS to reduce the time when nighttime aviation lighting is activated.
lights on. Otherwise the lights are off reducing nighttime lighting by up to 99| Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
percent. These systems have been approved by the Federal Aviation
Administration that controls such systems up to 12 nautical miles from the
coast, and by BOEM for greater distances.

106-009 While the ADLS mitigates this issue for the Vineyard Winds 1 project, no Section 3.10.2.1 of the SEIS stated that Vineyard Wind had committed to use
such commitment has been made for other lease areas. While no exact cost |ADLS to reduce the time when nighttime aviation lighting is activated. The
could be determined for an ADLS could be determined there are several SEIS also concluded that nighttime lighting of offshore wind turbines would
references the systems are very expensive, and thus not be offered voluntarily |have an adverse impact on the visual quality of the landscape, but within the
in every circumstance. For example, Orsted has discussed ADLS for the viewshed of the geographic analysis area, the use of ADLS for offshore wind
Skipjack project off the Delaware coast, but has not volunteered to install it. |projects would reduce the impact of nighttime aviation safety lighting to
Without such systems the nighttime aircraft warning lights would constitute a |negligible. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
major negative impact.

106-010 Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket will face a cumulative 56 miles of The DEIS and Sections 3.10.1 and 3.10.2 of the SEIS addressed the visual
continuous turbines on the southern horizon coming as close as 14 statute impacts of Vineyard Wind 1 wind turbines from shorelines with views of the
miles from seven separate proposed lease areas. The Martha’s Vineyard offshore wind development. The FEIS in Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 has been
Commission reports the combined direct economic impact of tourism on the |updated to address new visual simulations provided by Vineyard Wind that
two islands was about $333 million in 2016, with about 2,000 jobs, along provide views of the Vineyard Wind 1 14 MW wind turbines as well as
with about $26 million in state and local tax revenue. The U.S. Bureau of  |simulations of Vineyard Wind 1 combined with other offshore wind
Economic Analysis estimates an indirect multiplier of 1.43 bringing the total |development. The simulations can be viewed at
economic benefit to about $475 million a year. https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-cumulative-visual-assessment.

106-011 A 10 percent loss in net tourism using the Parsons/Firestone study would Section 3.10.1.1 of the SEIS notes the following findings from the
yield a Gross State Product loss of $47.5 million a year. The Net Present Parsons/Firestone survey: (1) Reported trip loss (respondents who stated that
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Value of the loss over the expected twenty year life of the Vineyard [Wind] 1 |they would visit a different beach without offshore wind) averaged 8 percent
project is $576 million at a 7 percent discount rate, and $827 millionata 3  |when wind projects were 12.5 miles (20 kilometers) offshore, 6 percent when
percent discount rate. Even a 1 percent tourism loss, given the lower 15 miles (24.1 kilometers) offshore, and 5 percent when 20 miles (32
population in the southern part of the islands, comes to about $58 to $83 kilometers) offshore; and (2) About 2.6 percent of respondents were more
million loss using the same discount rates. In either case, the cumulative likely to visit a beach with visible offshore wind facilities at any distance.
impact is a potentially major impact, not a moderate impact as stated in the |The SEIS did not base findings on one-time beach visits from those who
Draft Environmental Impact Study, and there are no offsetting minor wanted to see wind turbines (the "curiosity trips"). The SEIS reflects study
benefits. The 1 percent loss becomes quite significant for projects closer to  |findings that the impact of visible WTGs on recreation would be long-term,
high impact tourist zones. I estimate the Net Present Value of a 1 percent continuous, and adverse, and while certain seaside locations on the southern
loss of tourism in the Delaware and Maryland beach area would be about $1 |coast of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard could experience a small
billion. reduction in recreational and tourism activity; and that the visible presence of
WTGs from limited shore locations would be unlikely to affect shore-based
recreation and tourism in the geographic analysis area as a whole. Therefore,
no change to the FEIS is warranted.
106-012 BOEM in Docket 2020-0005 is appropriately: Using cumulative impact of | Thank you for your comment.
neighboring offshore wind projects to consider the environmental impact of
the Vineyard Wind 1 project.
106-013 BOEM in Docket 2020-0005 is appropriately: Concluding that the Thank you for your comment.
cumulative impact of the proposed action will be major for commercial
fisheries, for hire fisheries, navigation and vessel traffic, scientific research
and studies, and military and national security.
106-014 BOEM needs to correct: The draft EIS conclusion the cumulative impact of |Sections 3.10.1.1 and 3.10.2.1 of the SEIS use the findings of the
the proposed action will have moderate negative impacts, and minor benefits |Parsons/Firestone survey to conclude that visible WTGs would have a long-
on tourism is wrong. A 10 percent loss in net tourism using the term, continuous impact on the use and enjoyment of recreation and tourist
Parsons/Firestone study would yield a Gross State Product loss of $47.5 facilities. Specifically, a small proportion of visitors to south-facing coastal
million a year. The Net Present Value of the loss over the expected twenty |or elevated locations may alter their behavior; however, this changed
year life of the vineyard 1 project is $576 million at a 7 percent discount rate, |behavior is unlikely to meaningfully affect the recreation and tourism
and $827 million at a 3 percent discount rate. Even a 1 percent tourism loss, |industry as a whole (Section 3.7.2 of the SEIS). Therefore, no change to the
given the lower population in the southern part of the islands, comes to about |FEIS is warranted.
$58 to $83 million loss using the same discount rates. In either case, the
cumulative impact is a potentially major impact, not a moderate impact as
stated in the Draft Environmental Impact Study, and there are no offsetting
minor benefits
106-015 BOEM should require the Parsons/Firestone team release the results of their |Coastal nighttime views of WTGs would result entirely from the aviation

nighttime visualization survey as BOEM paid for the study, and adjust the
authors conclusions taking into account the impact of taller turbines
effectively making the turbines appear 5 miles closer.

safety lighting. Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been updated to
address night sky impacts, and Vineyard Wind has committed to use ADLS
at night to greatly reduce nighttime impacts of aviation safety lighting on the
wind turbines.
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107-001 Vineyard Wind's project sets a precedent for responsible development that is |Thank you for your comment.
critical to reduce fossil fuel emissions to stem the tide of the climate crisis.

107-002 The SEIS demonstrates that wildlife and habitat can be protected with Thank you for your comment.
offshore wind energy development.

108-001 The Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement affirms that offshore Thank you for your comment.
wind energy CAN be developed in a way that protects wildlife and habitat.

108-002 Among [Vineyard Wind's] benefits is the probable reduction of emissions Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
from fossil fuel power-generating facilities and improved air quality.Climate |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
change is omnipresent and offshore wind energy sources represents a sane information.
and risk-aversive methodology.

109-001 I support the proposed Wind Energy Facility because wind is an essential Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
future resource for moving toward clean energy. Wind is free and wind A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
turbines look better than fossil plants anyway! information.

111-001 Above all other considerations, we should get on with this wind project Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
because it will seriously contribute to reducing air pollution and global A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
warming while having amazingly little negative impact on our planets information.
ecosystem.

111-002 The proposed project is well situated to exploit abundant wind resources Thank you for your comment.
while being located near coastal cities that will use the energy produced
efficiently.

111-003 In addition, it is my hope that jobs and related industrial support will arise in |Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
connection with this development benefitting the industries and workers of  |several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
the Eastern United States. growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the

estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

111-004 With respect to the additional transit lanes under consideration since 2019, it |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
appears the additional lanes may hamper unnecessarily the viability and alternative.
efficiency of the proposal causing delay, delay beginning more or less from
2010 that after all these years should come to an end. The 1 X 1 nautical mile
turbine layout is an adequate response to commercial fisheries concerns. The
Coast Guard study that found the additional lines unnecessary is appropriate
and persuasive.

112-001 we should get on with this wind project because it will seriously contribute to |Greenhouse gas emissions, climate change, and air quality were evaluated in

reducing air pollution and global warming while having amazingly little
negative impact on our planet's ecosystem.

Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include
additional information.
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112-002 In addition, it is my hope that jobs and related industrial support will arise in |Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
connection with this development benefitting the industries and workers of  |several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
the Easter United States. growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the

estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

112-003 it appears the additional lanes may hamper unnecessarily the viability and Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
efficiency of the proposal causing delay, delay beginning more or less from |alternative.

2010 that after all these years should come to an end. The 1 X 1 nautical mile
turbine layout is an adequate response to commercial fisheries' concerns. The
Coast Guard study that found the additional lines unnecessary is appropriate
and persuasive.

113-001 The proposed project is well situated to exploit abundant wind resources Thank you for your comment.
while being located near coastal cities that will use the energy produced
efficiently.

113-002 In addition, it is my hope that jobs and related industrial support will arise in |Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
connection with this development benefitting the industries and workers of  |several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
the Eastern United States. growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the

estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

113-003 Above all other considerations, we should get on with this wind project Greenhouse gas emissions, climate change, and air quality were evaluated in
because it will seriously contribute to reducing air pollution and global Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include
warming while having amazingly little negative impact on our planet's additional information.
ecosystem.

113-004 With respect to the additional transit lanes under consideration since 2019, it |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
appears the additional lanes may hamper unnecessarily the viability and alternative.
efficiency of the proposal causing delay, delay beginning more or less from
2010 that after all these years should come to an end. The 1 X 1 nautical mile
turbine layout is an adequate response to commercial fisheries' concerns. The
Coast Guard study that found the additional lines unnecessary is appropriate
and persuasive.

114-001 I fully support developing clean energy potential off our shores. The Block |Thank you for your comment.

Island Wind Farm demonstrates the feasibility of this job-creating, wildlife-
friendly energy opportunity along the Atlantic Coast. It is so important for
combatting climate change that we advance the nation's first utility-scale
offshore wind project.
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114-002 Projects contracted along the Atlantic-coast could generate $25 billion in Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
annual economic output and 83,000 well-paying jobs by 2030 alone. Whether|several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
we reach these goals will depend on swift action, starting with the approval |growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the
of Vineyard Wind's 800 megawatt offshore wind project. estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the

east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

114-003 The untapped offshore wind resource along the Eastern Seaboard is one of  |Thank you for your comment.
the most powerful in the world. Offshore wind is within reach of some of the
most densely populated areas in the country where energy demands are high
and new energy options are few.

114-004 We can already see the effects of climate change threatening our wildlife and |Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
coastal communities. It's time to chart another energy course, and embrace  |Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were
the environmental and economic benefits of responsibly developed offshore |evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to
wind power. I urge you to act expediently to move the Vineyard Wind include additional information.
project forward and ensure responsibly developed offshore wind power plays
a major role in our nation's energy future.

115-001 I live in MA and often visit Martha's Vineyard and areas near the site and Thank you for your comment.
have NO reservations [about the Vineyard Wind project] -except for the
ridiculously slow pace of this process in completing a project that should
have been done a decade ago!!!

116-001 I am writing in support of the proposed Vineyard Wind wind farm. I am very |Thank you for your comment.
concerned about the effects of climate change and believe we must do
everything we can to invest in renewable energy sources and reduce our
dependence on fossil fuels... The Northeast region must diversify our
alternative energy sources, and wind technology is a vital part of that
portfolio.

116-002 I support the plan with the 1x1 nautical mile turbine layout without adding  |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
additional transit lanes, as this was deemed unnecessary in the recent US alternative.

Coast Guard Study and would reduce the carbon reduction potential.
117-001 As executive director of ACE MV, Adult and Continuing Education of Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to include the Bristol Community

Martha's Vineyard, I am excited to have welcomed our first cohort of
students this January, entering into our new certificate program to earn a
credential through Bristol Community College as Offshore Wind Technician-
-specifically to support the new offshore wind initiatives. We enrolled 18
Martha's Vineyard residents to study in a 2-3 year program that will directly
prepare them as technicians working on offshore wind turbines. We expect to
welcome our second cohort of students in January 2021, and will continue

College offshore wind training program as one aspect of local investment in
the offshore wind industry. As noted in Section 3.6.2, the Vineyard Wind 1
Project would create both short-term construction jobs within the geographic
analysis area and long-term jobs. Many of the estimated 80 long-term, year-
round operational jobs would be located on Martha's Vineyard due to the
location of the operations and maintenance facility and use of Vineyard
Haven harbor.
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this educational program into the future to meet the needs of renewable
energy in southeast Massachusetts.

117-002

There is no comparison between offshore wind and mountaintop removal; the
erection of turbines in the ocean and the maintenance of them will have a
significantly lower environmental impact and is a much more welcome
process than pursuing coal or other fuels.

Thank you for your comment.

118-001

According to the Audubon Society, this habitat warming is having a more
devastating effect on birds than wind farms on the eastern seaboard.

Thank you for your comment.

118-002

Now I see [commercial fishermen's] expressed need for a 2-4 mile wide
transit lane through wind farms in order for them to get from one side to the
other. This cannot be true. No self-respecting sea captain needs even a mile
wide channel never mind a 2-4 mile one.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

118-003

To preserve planet Earth for humans and all animal life we must convert
from energy based on burning fossil fuels to energy based upon renewable,
sustainable sources such as solar panels and wind farms [including Vineyard
Wind].

Thank you for your comment.

119-001

Our region’s economic vitality and quality of life are interdependent with our
natural environment. Through our green initiative, we have undertaken
efforts to address climate change, leveraging all of our resources. As noted in
the SEIS, “the Proposed Project and other future offshore wind projects will
in fact probably lead to reduced emissions from fossil fuel power-generating
facilities and benefit air quality.”

Thank you for your comment.

119-002

We commend the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) and the
federal and state agencies who have engineered and conducted such an
engaged, collaborative process. We also commend all involved for their
collaboration in arriving at approaches that respect the concerns of all major
stakeholders.

Thank you for your comment.

119-003

Thank you for all you have done to move this project to the point where it
can most optimally achieve its objective, while minimizing concerns relative
to related industries, natural wildlife, ocean life and surrounding
communities.

Thank you for your comment.

120-001

Offshore wind resources in the Atlantic Ocean are an important resource for
the densely populated Eastern seacoast. The offshore wind industry could
create many thousands of jobs in both development and maintenance of this
non-polluting resource. And save rate payers money while avoiding the fast
spreading environmental crises.

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the
estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.
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120-002 Offshore wind energy can be developed in a manner that protects wildlife Greenhouse gas emissions, climate change, and air quality were evaluated in
and habitat, and will by reducing climate change protect these and other Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include
habitats from destruction. The proposed Project (and other future offshore additional information.
wind projects) will probably lead to reduced emissions from fossil fuel
power-generating facilities and benefit air quality.

120-003 Vineyard Wind 1 will avoid emissions of almost 1.7 million tons of carbon  |Greenhouse gas emissions, climate change, and air quality were evaluated in
dioxide per year, the equivalent of removing 325,000 cars off the road Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include

additional information.

120-004 Vineyard Wind along with other developers of the New England Wind Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
Energy Areas in late 2019 proposed to advance all future projects in their alternative.
lease areas with a uniform 1 x 1 Nautical Mile (NM) layout. The United
States Coast Guard (USCG) has since determined that this type of "standard
and uniform grid pattern" layout would "maximize safe navigation"

120-005 The commercial fishing industry proposal of additional transit lanes Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
(reflected in Alternative F of the SEIS), which would eliminate 30% of the |alternative.
areas of the area's potential energy production, 3,300 megawatts, or enough
to power 1.65 million homes. This is unnecessary and unacceptable

121-001 Offshore wind energy generation is one of many pieces in the very large Thank you for your comment.
puzzle needed to ensure a safe and secure world for future generations.

Therefore, the Vineyard Wind Project MUST happen. Massachusetts must
lead the country in a clean energy revolution for offshore wind because
revolutions are what we do best!

122-001 I support the Vineyard Wind project for a variety of reasons, chief among Thank you for your comment.
which is the positive impact it will have on our environment. Massachusetts
should lead the way in converting our energy dependence from fossil fuels to
renewables, and the proposed project is a major step in accomplishing that
leadership.

122-002 The Vineyard Wind project will also result in a substantial number of high- |Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
quality jobs. Vineyard Wind is an outstanding project to put people to work |several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
helping to convert to renewable energy and I support it fully. growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the

estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

123-001 the [Massachussetts Maritime] academy agrees with the New England Wind |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
Energy Area (NE WEA) leaseholder’s plans to provide 1+ mile spacing alternative.
between turbines, the largest space between turbines of any wind
development currently operating on the globe, to allow for safe navigation
and fishing within the wind farm.
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123-002 Wind Power generation being considered along the Atlantic Coast will have a|Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
direct and positive impact on reduction of greenhouse gasses while providing |Section 3.6 of the FEIS. Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were
an economic stimulus measured in billions of dollars. evaluated in Section A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to

include additional information.

123-003 Wind Power generation has been accepted and proven effective for 20 years |Thank you for your comment.
in Europe. The concept of offshore wind power generation off the Atlantic
Coast must now go forward with necessary permitting, enthusiasm and
support from all involved parties.

124-001 I support the Vinyard Wind project to go forward asap without the proposed |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
reductions in density.We need the renewable energy and this has been alternative.
studied and debated for decades.

125-001 I support this project not only because of the thousands of jobs it will create, |Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the
estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

125-002 ...but because it will give Massachusetts a chance to be a part of the solution |Thank you for your comment.

when it comes to fighting climate change by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.

125-003 Not only does this [Vineyard Wind Project] have a positive effect on the New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
climate it also has many public health benefits as many communities suffer |existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.
numerous negative effects on their health due to carbon emissions.

126-001 Projects like these are critical to the future of our country. Thank you for your comment.

127-001 I am appealing to you to support the future of clean energy. A large scale Thank you for your comment.
offshore wind farm such as Vineyard Wind would be the right step in that
direction.

127-002 I urge you to support the 1x1 nautical mile uniform turbine layout. This Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
compromise was proposed jointly by developers in response to commercial |alternative.
fisheries' concerns. This compromise will result in a 30% reduction of
potential energy production across wind areas (~13,500 megawatts will be
eliminated). This will Create hundreds of 1 nautical mile (larger than a mile)
wide lanes for fishing and transit within MA & RI wind farms.

127-003 A recent study showed that the US Coast Guard support the wind farm and  |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
opposed adding additional transit lanes within wind farms. This option alternative.
reduces offshore wind buildout (additional ~4,000 megawatts eliminated)
which will massively impair carbon reduction potential.
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127-004 It [additional transit lanes] will also Impair states' abilities to meet renewable |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
energy targets. alternative.

127-005 Vineyard Wind has made agreements with the host community much like the |Thank you for your comment.
ones Nantucket made with Harwich years ago to have electricity sent over to
the Island from Harwich, MA. That agreement has worked great all these
years, I foresee the wind farm agreement made by Vineyard Wind with the
host community on Cape will work as well. The parties involved have all
signed on so therefore I don't see a stumbling block for this project to move
forward.

127-006 This offshore wind farm will create jobs, provide ratepayer savings, and Thank you for your comment.
reduce carbon emissions on a large scale.

128-001 ...I know the Vineyard Wind project in its' present form is the right project at|Thank you for your comment.
the right time. The scaled back version is a good compromise that should
now move forward. As I look at the Nantucket project more than 25 years
later I know we made the right decisions and you would be hard pressed to
find any residual impact at all.

129-001 State of the art wind turbines along the Atlantic Coast will be among the Section 3.7.1 and 3.7.2 of the SEIS include, as a beneficial impact of offshore
most, if not the most, efficient means of generating electricity. That means  |wind, the long-term contribution of offshore wind to energy security and
we can have the direct benefits of low-cost power, more jobs, more revenue |resiliency. In addition, Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS provides estimates from
for governments and adequate profits for investors. several sources of projected employment and investment in offshore wind

resulting from growth of a wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast.
While the estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in
and near the east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information
was also included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides
additional detail and analysis.

129-002 But of much greater significance will be the indirect benefits, or externalities, | Thank you for your comment.
of less harm to public health and less property damage from forest fires,
floods and strong winds. The current Covid crisis provides a painful example
of the kinds of threats that will be faced in the future if we fail to cut carbon
emissions.

130-001 An emphasis on wind energy is crucial in protecting our planet as we wane |Thank you for your comment.
off environmentally harmful energy sources. The additional benefits to the
surrounding economy further show how important and impactful this project
will be.

131-001 am concerned about properly tracking climate changes because it is key to  |Thank you for your comment.
helping all stakeholders understand the urgency of moving forward on this
project and the wind facilities that are scheduled to be installed along the
coast.
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132-001 If we want to avoid catastrophic climate collapse, we must stop burning fossil| Thank you for your comment.
fuels today. Offshore wind gives us an immediate and technologically
possible solution.....

The coast of New England is no different. Warmer waters are already
affecting marine life, and if this process continues, our entire fishing
ecosystem might collapse. It is not the question of "how will offshore wind
affect the fishing industry?". The question we have to ask is "will we build
the offshore wind fast enough to prevent the marine life collapse going on
right now?"

133-001 The fishing issue is bigger than that represented by this area of the Atlantic, |The effects of ocean acidification in the context of climate change were
and needs to be viewed in the context of the impacts of Ocean Acidification, |assessed in the SEIS and the FEIS. The conditions of marine environments
declining marine environments and fish stocks. and fish stocks were also assessed in order to establish baseline conditions

against which proposed Project impacts could be analyzed.

133-002 We can do everything possible to accommodate the fisherman and still we  |Thank you for your comment.
will lose in the end because bigger forces are at work impacting our fish. And
yet, the fishermen need help, but it goes beyond limitations that possibly will
impact them on these projects.

133-003 I call on all the New England states to work with the fisherman and help Thank you for your comment.
them maintain their livelihoods. New England has a long tradition of working
as a community to help fellow citizens. We should not back away from that
now. In other words, I do not believe this project can be viewed solely in the
context of the microenvironments in which these wind farms will be located.

133-004 As for the impacts on Military and Science — they have areas where they Section 3.12 of the FEIS addresses potential impacts to military and national
worked that could be impacted. It’s a big ocean. If the priority is high enough [security uses and scientific research and surveys. BOEM coordinates with the
why can’t they move their boundaries to accommodate their training Department of Defense and the U.S. Coast Guard throughout the process of
exercises, and their monitoring activities? This may be naive, however, all of |identifying lease areas and approving COPs in order to identify and minimize
these issues were created by people and can be changed by people. This conflicts with military and national security concerns. As described in the
project should not be delayed because FEIS, the level of impact to military and national security uses is anticipated
of human created obstacles. to be minor for the Proposed Action, and moderate for USCG SAR

operations. In the context of reasonably foreseeable environmental trends and
planned actions, the overall level of impact to military and national security
uses is anticipated to be minor, and major for USCG SAR operations.

133-005 We know by now that when a new technology—Ilike Wind, or—looking in  |Thank you for your comment.

another arena like Facebook comes into a space there will be unforeseen
consequences that we can’t even imagine—even though BOEM has done as
thorough of a job as possible with what we know today. Vineyard Wind is a
company that has deep experience with a demonstrated track record who is
able to anticipate some of the issues we may not even see.
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133-006 The East Coast has a need for short and long term energy supplies, and given |Thank you for your comment.
the strategic priorities of our states — clean energy. Vineyard Wind is here to
provide it. I urge you to take the greater context into account in moving this
project forward.

134-001 Vineyard Wind 1 will supposedly create roughly 3,600 jobs for local Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
residents in Martha's Vineyard as well as the state of Massachusetts over Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
time... 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction

and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Most of these
jobs would be in southeastern Massachusetts, and many of the estimated 80
long-term, year-round operational jobs would be on Martha's Vineyard.

134-002 ...and at the same time it will be removing 1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide |Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
from the atmosphere which is an environmentally beneficial task that helps |A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
push the world towards using renewable and reusable sources of energy. information.

134-003 Over 400,000 homes and businesses in Massachusetts will have access to this|Thank you for your comment.
new, clean, and renewable source of energy.

134-004 A prominent issue in regards to transitioning fully to wind energy, is the Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been updated to address new visual
view. Many people believe these WTG's are hideous to the eye, and do not  |simulations and night sky impacts. Vineyard Wind has committed to use
want them visible around the radius of their homes. ADLS at night to greatly reduce nighttime impacts of aviation lighting.

Vineyard Wind would also use white or light grey paint color as described in
Appendix D to reduce visibility against the horizon. New visual simulations
provide views of the 14 MW WTGs as well as simulations for Vineyard
Wind 1 wind turbines combined with other offshore wind development. The
simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-
cumulative-visual-assessment

134-005 Taking this into consideration, BOEM has created a way to limit the visibility|Section 3.10.2.1 of the SEIS stated that Vineyard Wind had committed to use
of these turbines through ALDS, or Aircraft Detection Lighting System, ADLS to reduce the time when nighttime aviation lighting is activated, and
which will greatly limit the visual impact of lights on the turbines. The paint |that within the viewshed of the geographic analysis area, the use of ADLS for
is also non - reflective and off-white, further decreasing visibility. offshore wind projects would reduce the impact of nighttime aviation safety

lighting to negligible. Vineyard Wind would also use white or light grey
color as described in Appendix D to reduce visibility against the horizon.
Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

134-006 For economic reasons, studies have shown that European offshore wind The comment refers to one of the findings from the study "Atlantic Offshore

facilities have not had an impact in the number of tourists they typically see.
On top of this, it has been stated that Block Islands WTG's provide an
excellent place for fishing and shell fishing. 68% of respondents indicated
that the visibility of turbines would neither improve or worsen their
experience. This is over 50% of respondents.

Wind Energy Development: Values and Implications for Recreation and
Tourism" (Parsons et al. 2018); other results of the study are summarized in
Section 3.10.1 of the SEIS. In addition, a 2018 study and literature review
used in the SEIS and referred to in this comment (Smythe et al. 2018)
provided material summarized in Section 3.10.1 of the SEIS. Therefore, no

change to the FEIS is warranted.
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134-007

Overall, after years of planning and researching, BOEM has created a plan to
vastly benefit not only the environment, but the economy and living
conditions of hundreds of thousands Massachusetts residents.

Thank you for your comment.

135-001

...we believe that the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)
submitted in December 2019 fully addresses the concerns which were raised
by other stake holders when reviewing the first EIS. We strongly urge BOEM
to approve this SEIS and allow this project, which is critical to the entire US
offshore wind industry, to move forward.

Thank you for your comment.

135-002

Specifically, we want to point out that Vineyard Wind has revised the overall
grid layout for the placement of turbine towers to allow for 1 nautical mile (
NM) between each tower, in response to commercial fishing industry
concerns for vessels transiting the lease site. We recognize their legitimate
worries for how the project will impact fishermen. It is clear that Vineyard
Wind has taken their issues seriously.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

135-003

The re- design of the layout, which has the support of the United States Coast
Guard , will come at considerable expense to the developer. The longer
transmission cables will incur costs, as well as the operational cost of 84
borings at the new locations. And the company has committed a further $17
million to a fund to mitigate any impacts to fishing that may occur.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

135-004

However, we believe the current demand by commercial fishing interests for
a 4 NM wide transit corridor is unnecessary and will make the project
financially unfeasible. More to the point, it will jeopardize the future of
offshore wind, with major negative impacts immediately for both jobs and
the regional economy.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

135-005

Vineyard wind will help Massachusetts produce its own clean renewable
energy.

For generations, the citizens of the Commonwealth have been dependent on
imported fossil fuels to power our homes and economy, and always sending a
sizeable portion of our earnings to out-of-state power generators. Wind
energy will reverse that outward cash flow, and reduce carbon emissions as
well.

Thank you for your comment.

135-006

The Vineyard Wind project offers lifelong careers with excellent wages and
benefits as our national job market is undergoing fundamental changes. As a
trade union, we know that offshore wind is not about “a job”- it’s a career in
a growing industry. Today, apprenticeships and technical certificate
programs are the entry points , and Vineyard Wind LLC has already
demonstrated meaningful commitment to workforce development with its
Windward Force Fund. The company has contributed more than $200,000 to
Mass Clean Energy Center Workforce Grant program. Pile Drivers Local 56

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS lists the grants and community programs that the
Vineyard Wind 1 Project is committed to, including job training for offshore
wind. This information was also provided in the DEIS.
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was awarded $100,000 in May of 2019 by the CEC to train members in the
Global Wind Organisation (GWO) Basic Offshore Safety program. We have
so far graduated 24 men and women, jourmeymen and apprentices from the
training facility at Mass Maritime Academy, with plans to train at least 36
more. Vineyard Wind both “talks the talk” and “walks the walk” in its
commitment to growing the workforce in New England.

135-007

Wind energy substantially reduces the amount of heat- trapping gases we put
into the atmosphere. This project offers us the opportunity to make a
difference in our own lives, but more importantly, in the lives of our children
and grandchildren.

Thank you for your comment.

136-001

AIM strongly supports Vineyard Wind’s proposal and its commitment to
building the turbines in a grid with 1 nautical mile (NM) between turbines in
the east-to-west direction and 1 NM between turbines in the north-to-south
direction. The United States Coast Guard (USCQG) has since determined that
this type of standard and uniform grid pattern layout would

maximize safe navigation.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

136-002

AIM strongly supports the development of offshore wind energy as a major
new source of electric power for Massachusetts consumers. Directed by state
legislation, the state has undertaken several competitive procurements of
offshore wind energy in recent years. The long-term power contracts that
have emerged from these procurements will deliver large amounts of carbon-
free electricity for many years to come to Massachusetts consumers,
including many of our member companies.

Thank you for your comment.

136-003

The construction and operation of Vineyard Wind I will yield economic
benefits to Massachusetts. Nearly 4000 jobs will be created in the area,
directly in construction and operation and indirectly through existing and
new supply chains. These jobs and industries will not exist if Vineyard Wind
is not approved and construction does not begin soon.

Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Additional
indirect and induced job estimates are provided in Tables 3.6-3 and 3.6-5.

136-004

Further, the benefits will be more than local. Certain materials cannot be
sourced locally and will need to be purchased throughout the Northeast
region and maybe throughout the United States, creating additional demand
and jobs.

Because the FEIS focuses on the geographic analysis area, it uses the
Vineyard Wind 1 Project job projections for Massachusetts, provided in
Section 3.6.2.1. Although not addressed in the FEIS, it is true that the project
would also generate business from purchases outside the immediate area.

136-005

Also, the carbon reduction benefits - estimated to be the equivalent of
removing 325,000 cars from the road - will benefit the entire United States
and contribute to a necessary worldwide reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions that will help mitigate climate change. The benefits in jobs and to
the environment will accrue even more once additional offshore wind
projects follow Vineyard Wind’s example and begins construction soon after.

Thank you for your comment.
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136-006 We can no longer delay offshore wind development — too much economic Thank you for your comment.
and environmental benefits depend on it and the Vineyard Wind project has
been studied extensively. Without it there is no chance we will stop the
negative impacts of climate change. We urge the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management to do everything within its power to make Massachusetts and
the United States the new leader in clean energy development.

137-001 I’m here today to speak in support of the Vineyard Wind project because we |Thank you for your comment.
believe that clean, renewable energy is essential to preserving public health,
and protecting both our facilities and the communities we serve from the
impacts of climate change. Offshore wind also has the potential to reduce
New England’s notoriously high energy costs and help energy-intensive
businesses like health care recover from the financial impacts of the COVID
Crisis.

137-002 Over the last few months, we have seen all too clearly the disproportionate  |Section 3.7.1 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the health impacts of
impact that COVID has had on the lives and health of low-income fossil fuel consumption and resulting degraded air quality on different racial
communities and communities of color who are disproportionally burdened |groups, as well as different income groups, as well as benefits from reduction
by air pollution from the burning of fossil fuels, making them more of fossil fuel power generation displaced by offshore wind energy (including
vulnerable to the impacts of this deadly respiratory disease. the proposed Project and other projects).

137-003 In order to effectively combat climate change, and protect the health of the  |Thank you for your comment.
communities our hospitals serve, we must not only transition to renewable
energy but do so in a way that brings new renewable energy sources here to
our region to replace the power plants that are burning fossil fuels and
harming our health.

137-004 Power from offshore wind is not just cleaner, it could also reduce the cost of |Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
energy, which would help energy-intensive businesses like health care Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
recover more quickly from the financial impacts of COVID. Vineyard 1 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
alone is expected to save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energy-related |and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
costs over the life of the project, money that is essential for our region’s during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Appendix A,
economic recovery, and our future economic prosperity. These benefits are, |Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to address air quality benefits of
of course, in addition to the 3,600 jobs, many unionized, that this project will |the displacement of fossil fuel electricity generation by offshore wind.
create which will also contribute to our region’s economic recovery.

137-005 I also want to briefly touch on the topic of the proposed transit lanes Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

envisioned in alternative F. The size of these lease areas has already been
substantially reduced, and the spacing between turbines has been
substantially increased, to safely accommodate fishing and other ocean uses.
The addition of the proposed transit lanes on top of those accommodations
would mean 4,000 fewer megawatts of wind power coming online which,
according to Health Care Without Harm’s “Energy Climate Calculator”
would translate to an estimated additional 52.5 premature deaths from air

alternative.
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pollution and an additional 25.3 ER visits for asthma attacks every year. or
1325 premature deaths from air pollution and 625 ER visits over the 25-year
life of the project.

137-006 As we know, the health impact of our existing fossil fuel powered electric Section 3.7.1 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the health impacts of
generation falls disproportionately on low-income communities and fossil fuel consumption and resulting degraded air quality on different racial
communities of color. By failing to consider these impacts - impacts that groups, as well as different income groups, as well as benefits from reduction
could be mitigated by generating more clean renewable offshore wind power, |of fossil fuel power generation displaced by offshore wind energy (including
I’m concerned that this analysis fails to account for the negative impacts on |the proposed Project and other projects). Sections 2.2.2, 3.6.4, and 3.7.4 of
Environmental Justice communities that alternative F would have. This is, of |the FEIS have been revised to note that Alternative F may reduce the
course, on top of lost jobs and business for our region due to the smaller capacity of offshore wind power generation in the RI and MA Lease Areas,
project that would result. resulting in a reduction of the potential benefits to minority and low income

populations that could result from reduced fossil fuel power generation.

137-007 New England is blessed with some of the best offshore wind resources on the |Thank you for your comment.
planet, which projects such as this can turn into an abundant source of clean
inexpensive energy that can power a healthy, resilient, and economically
thriving future for our region. We urge you to allow this critical project to
move forward without further diminishment or delay.

138-001 In my opinion and speaking for millions of people on this Earth who support |Thank you for your comment.
renewable energy, this project must go through. We must devote our time to
renewable energy and this large wind project would provide energy that
would help Americans be less dependent on fossil fuel energy. The U.S is so
far behind in renewable energy compared to many parts of Europe. We must
be diligent and support this project now so that it can be started and
completed in a short time span.

138-002 I have seen the renderings of what the turbines will look like from shore, they|The DEIS and Sections 3.10.1 and 3.10.2 of the SEIS addressed the visual
are barely visible and will not have a large impact on enjoyment of Martha's |impacts of Vineyard Wind 1 wind turbines from shorelines with views of the
Vineyard's oceans. offshore wind development. The FEIS in Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 has been

updated to address new visual simulations provided by Vineyard Wind that
provide views of the 14 MW wind turbines as well as simulations of
Vineyard Wind 1 combined with other offshore wind development. The
simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-
cumulative-visual-assessment.

138-003 Additionally, greenhouse gas emissions from traditional energy sources are | The SEIS and FEIS discuss the baseline conditions of marine organisms,
acidifying our ocean, decreasing the population of marine creatures like including the effects of climate change and ocean acidification.

Scallops and will hurt the fishing industry.
139-001 BOEM has conducted a fair and balanced proceeding that recognizes the Thank you for your comment.

protection of critical environmental resources, navigation, commercial
fisheries, development of clean sustainable technologies, and the cultivation
of economic activities to create high-tech, clean energy jobs in the US. The
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approach includes a thoughtful siting process using collaborative
communication with all stakeholders.

139-002 CCAT appreciates the solutions-oriented planning process to avoid, Thank you for your comment.
minimize, and mitigate impacts on navigation, wildlife, and commercial
fisheries.

139-003 There is public need for the project to develop renewable energy resources  |Thank you for your comment.
that have zero emissions, are sustainable, and indigenous to the US.

139-004 There is also public value for the project that will provide significant Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS has been updated to identify completed and
economic value to transform port cities, including Bridgeport, New London, |planned improvements to ports within the geographic analysis area. Although
and New Bedford into offshore wind hubs with direct and indirect supply the discussion does not include Bridgeport and New London, because the
chain jobs. Vineyard Wind 1 Project does not intend to use these ports, the discussion in

3.6.1 provides projected investment resulting from east coast offshore wind
development, which would include port improvements as well as supply
chain (manufacturing and logistics) investments.

139-005 CCAT recognizes the potential for long term environmental effects and Thank you for your comment.
irreversible and irretrievable commitments of resources associated with the
project and believes that they have been avoided, minimized, mitigated, and
outweighed by the public need and benefits for the proposed project.

139-006 CCAT recognizes the opportunites to find alternatives to the proposed project|Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
and project development components and believes that all alternatives have |alternative.
been adequately addressed and the proposed project presents the best
alternative to achieve the desired public benefits for rewnewable, sustainable
indigenous energy.

139-007 In terms of alternatives associated with the grid layout, we are in general Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
agreement that a standard and uniform grid pattern should be designed and  |alternative.
adopted for offshore wind development without delay. It appears that the
proposed 1.0 nautical mile by 1.0 nautical mile grid layout (1 X 1 NM) is
reasonable for the development of the proposed wind project and will provide
an adequate margin of safety for commercial fishing and navigation, and that
no additional navigational lanes will be necessary. The 1 X 1 NM grid layout
has advantages to provide to navigation, turning, and predictable passage for
both large commercial ships and fishing vessels.

139-008 In addition to this uniform grid layout, the wind facilities will have marking, |The FEIS addresses this comment in Section 3.11.2.
lighting,
electronic communications, navigational charting (paper and electronic), and
bulletins with notice to mariners.

139-009 We are also pleased to see a decommissioning plan for all facilities. The Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
downside to the proposed layout spacing is that it reduces the area available |alternative.
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for facilities which reduces the opportunity to develop zero emission electric
energy power.

139-010

Nonetheless, the 1 X 1 NM grid layout is a reasonable trade off and balances
the need for these facilities with protection of environmental resources,
fisheries and commercial fishing, navigation, and recreational use of the site
area.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

139-011

CCAT does not support the widening of this 1 X1 NM spacing or the
creation of a four-mile transit corridor, which will further reduce the
availability of the project area to produce renewable power.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

139-012

Unless BOEM finds hard credible evidence that requires a corridor wider
than the 1 X1 NM grid, we believe that the proposed grid is more than
adequate for navigation and commercial fisheries and that this proposal for
leasing and development should be approved without delay.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

139-013

...we find that the project is needed; that potential impacts have been avoided,
minimized, mitigated, and outweighed by the public need and benefits for the
proposed project; and that alternatives have been fully addressed. We thank
BOEM for this opportunity to comment and urge BOEM to approve the
project, grid layout, and lease without delay.

Thank you for your comment.

140-001

Large-scale renewable energy projects like this are long overdue in the
United States. Other countries, particularly in Scandinavia, have many
established successful wind power projects that are contributing significantly
to energy production ...while reducing carbon dioxide emissions that would
be generated by fossil fuel based generating plants. The Vineyard Wind
Project will be a model project that may lead to similar projects in other
places.

Thank you for your comment.

141-001

As climate change is the seminal challenge of our generation, any clean
energy development is essential to mitigating its impacts.....Offshore wind
energy is a vital resource that must be tapped in order to meet New England's
climate change mitigation goals.

Thank you for your comment.

141-002

The Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for
Massachusetts’ Vineyard Wind 1 project sets a precedent for all future
offshore wind projects across the nation. The SEIS reinforces our belief that
offshore wind energy can be developed in a manner that protects wildlife and
habitat every step of the way, and that projects such as Vineyard Wind’s
should advance as quickly as responsible development will allow.

Thank you for your comment.

141-003

The SEIS states that, “the proposed project and other future offshore wind
projects will in face probably lead to reduced emissions from fossil fuel
powergenerating facilities and benefit air quality.” It states that in the absence
of offshore wind development, “additional, more polluting, fossil fuel energy

Thank you for your comment.
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facilities would come or be kept online to meet future power demand, fired
by natural gas, oil, or coal.” Offshore wind energy is a vital resource that
must be tapped in order to meet New England’s climate change mitigation
goals.

141-004 Continued fossil fuel production poses detrimental impacts to our public Thank you for your comment.
health by increasing the chance of heart attack, respiratory disorders, stroke,
asthma, and more. Offshore wind energy holds over 50% of the potential
clean energy resources in the region and will help New England avoid almost
1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide per year, equivalent to removing 325,000
cars off the road -- in turn protecting our public health.

141-005 Responsibly developed offshore wind must take wildlife protection into Section 3.4.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS discuss updated mitigation and
account. CTLCV is monitoring measures that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and
pleased to see that the SEIS puts a focus on marine wildlife protection, mitigate adverse impacts to marine mammals from noise and ship strikes.
however, going forward, These measures include, but are not limited to avoidance of peak NARW
federal and state governments need to adopt measures that specifically avoid, |presence, use of sound attenuation technologies, use of PSOs, PAM, soft start
minimize, and procedures, shut down procedures, vessel speed restrictions, injury and
mitigate underwater noise, ship strikes, and turbine collisions to protect the |mortality reporting, and other measures. Further, should a Right Whale Slow
endangered North Zone or DMA overlap the proposed Project area between June 1 and October
Atlantic right whale. 31 implementation of enhanced monitoring/mitigation measures for NARW

would be required. Project activities will be conducted under the authority of
a Project-specific IHA issued by the NMFS. These measures would apply to
only the Vineyard Wind 1 Project, but not other future offshore wind
development. Project-specific ESA consultations will be required for all
future offshore wind development. Monitoring and mitigation requirements
for other future offshore wind development may be driven by lessons learned
from the Vineyard Wind 1 Project, but will be part of a separate decision
making process.

141-006 Vineyard Wind 1 alone will create 3,600 jobs for local residents and will Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energy-related costs over the 20- Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
year contract with Massachusetts. That does not include the other offshore (3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
wind projects currently in contract in New England. and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)

during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS.

141-007 ...Vineyard Wind 1 has made commitments to job training programs on Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS lists the grants and community programs that the
Martha’s Vineyard Wind 1 Project is committed to, including job training for offshore
Vineyard and Massachusetts workforce development programs. wind. This information was also provided in the DEIS.

141-008 Vineyard Wind 1’s turbine layout has been constructed with input from the [Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
fishing industry as well as the U.S. Coastguard. alternative.

141-009 As technology advances, the ability to avoid, minimize, and mitigate Thank you for your comment.
potential impacts to wildlife and the environment will only grow stronger.
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141-010

The climate crisis and ensuing health crisis demand that we stand up these
projects as fast as their responsible development will allow, and we believe
it’s time to move forward.

Thank you for your comment.

142-001

The viewsheds from the south, west and southwest are pristine and of
incalculable cultural value. These are the beaches where by Wampanoag
communities and their ancestors traversed from the Vineyard to the Island
and vice versa for thousands of years....Today, these locales are heavily
trafficked by tourists during the long summer days and make for glorious
picture perfect sunsets[. [ BOEM must move carefully before these cultural
seascapes are put in jeopardy? Nantucket's night sky, with a bear minimum of]
light pollution, is highly treasured and potentially at risk too.

BOEM utilized all information provided in the course of the NEPA review
and National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 consultations to analyze
the impacts on the environment, natural and cultural resources, and
environmental justice communities in order that the decision maker is fully
informed. The description of impacts is located in Sections 3.8.2-3.8.5, and
when considered against the criteria determining the intensity of impacts (i.e.,
whether they are minor, moderate, etc.), located in Section 3.8.6, the impacts
are of a moderate nature. Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been
updated to address new visual simulations and night sky impacts. Vineyard
Wind has committed to use ADLS at night to greatly reduce nighttime
impacts of aviation lighting. Vineyard Wind would also use white or light
grey paint color as described in Appendix D to reduce visibility against the
horizon. New visual simulations provide views of the 14 MW WTGs as well
as simulations for Vineyard Wind 1 wind turbines combined with other
offshore wind development. The simulations can be viewed at
https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-cumulative-visual-assessment.

142-002

The highly endangered N. Atlantic Right whale migrates along this general
marine highway (Jacksonville to Stellwagen Bank).

As discussed in the Section 3.4.2 of the FEIS and in the Biological Opinion
issued by NOAA (NMFS 2020), no population level effects or reduced whale
numbers are expected to occur as a result of the proposed Vineyard Wind 1
Project. Further, as discussed in the Biological Opinion, take of whale species
is expected to involve harassment and some injury to a limited number of
individuals during the course of pile driving activities. No other take of
marine mammals, including NARW, is expected to occur as a result of the
project. Section 3.4.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS discuss updated mitigation
and monitoring measures that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and
mitigate adverse impacts to marine mammals, including the NARW. These
measures include, but are not limited to avoidance of peak NARW presence,
use of sound attenuation technologies, use of PSOs, PAM, soft start
procedures, shut down procedures, vessel speed restrictions, injury and
mortality reporting, and other measures. Further, should a Right Whale Slow
Zone or DMA overlap the proposed Project area between June 1 and October
31 implementation of enhanced monitoring/mitigation measures for NARW
would be required. Project activities will be conducted under the authority of
a Project-specific IHA issued by the NMFS.

142-003

Though the timeline to reach a conclusion on the process for this project is
compressed, the impact of erecting these monumental windmills is

generational.

Thank you for your comment.
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143-001 Addressing climate change is the single most important action for our species | Thank you for your comment.
to take. Offshore wind is an important part of addressing this issue. Please do
what you can to increase New England's portfolio of renewable energy
144-001 It isn't if we didn't know that our energy model was potentially going to Thank you for your comment.
warm the planet. This was actively being addressed back in the late 1970's.
Many scientists formed the U.S. Council on
Environmental Quality under the Carter Administration to adopt more
renewable energy alternatives to avoid what they accurately predicted would
be a climate crisis. That climate crisis is upon us and many of us activists are
beyond disappointed in our lack of action over the past forty-plus years.
Offshore wind energy is one of a bevy of solutions that is a must in order for
us to have any way of staving off a 3 degree C warming disaster in the next
few generations. I've reviewed the Vineyard Wind information and fully
support this ambitious endeavor. We simply have run out of time due to
inaction by leadership and must act now.
145-001 There should be a large environmental insurance policy put on this (and all) |As described in Section 2.1.1.3 of the FEIS, pursuant to 30 CFR Part 585 and
wind farm projects before anything is approved! other BOEM requirements, Vineyard Wind would be required to remove or
decommission all installations and clear the seabed of all obstructions created
by the proposed Project. Vineyard Wind would need to obtain separate and
subsequent approval from BOEM to retire any portion of the Proposed
Action in place. If the COP is approved or approved with modifications,
Vineyard Wind would have to submit a bond that would be held by the U.S.
government to cover the cost of decommissioning the entire facility. This
explanation has been added to Section 2.1.1.3 of the FEIS.
145-002 The oil coming out of those units will decimate the wildlife and fishing Chapter 3 and Appendix A of the SEIS addressed the potential for accidental
industry. releases and discharges associated with the proposed Project as well as
potential impacts from those events. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is
warranted.
145-003 [The oil coming out of those units will decimate the wildlife]...And tourism |Section 3.3.7.3 of the DEIS and Section 3.5.2 of the SEIS discussed the
and the federally protected seals! potential impacts of accidental releases, including oil, on marine mammals.
Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
145-004 What if the storm that is coming up the coast this weekend, was a Category 5 |Appendix E of the FEIS discusses hurricane data, and COP Volume II-A

Hurricane?? or if it is like the 1938 "Long Island Express!" The windfarms
will not stand a chance!!

Section 2.2.1 (Epsilon 2018d) indicates that the average recurrence interval
for Category 3 hurricanes in the WDA is approximately every 50 years.
Section 2.3 of the FEIS also discusses potential effects of the proposed
Project being hit by a hurricane. More precise forecasts of hurricane
frequency in future climate scenarios are not likely to be significantly
different from currently available data. Therefore, further updates to the FEIS
are not warranted.
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146-001

I have been extremely impressed with the level of diligence and efficiency
displayed by BOEM in the EIS process, as well as the level of thoroughness
with which the report has been presented. I was on the recent virtual meeting
and it further solidified my view that there has been extensive work and study
put into ensuring the Vineyard Wind proposal and project are sound, and well
thought out.

Thank you for your comment.

146-002

Additionally, I believe the commercial aspects--specifically, the impacts to
the fishing and marine commerce--are being addressed in a meaningful and
diligent manner. I have personally spoken with several members of the
commercial fishing industry who have shared, often off-the-record, that their
biggest concern is not with the turbines, or their placement themselves, but
with the amount of additional traffic will be experienced with service vessels
at the New Bedford Harbor areas. That must be addressed through careful
logistical study(ies) and planning, yet I believe that is outside of the purview
of your report.

Sections 3.11.1.1 and 3.11.2 of the SEIS discusses the impacts of increased
vessel traffic on commercial fisheries; therefore, no change to the FEIS is
warranted.

146-003

Additionally, over the past year-plus, I have been involved with numerous
"meet the buyer" events and "blue economy" gatherings that have been
sponsored by or at the very least, included Vineyard Wind. I continue to be
impressed by their level of commitment to a safe, controlled, and well-
executed solution for the much needed (first major) American wind farm.

Thank you for your comment.

147-001

If we are going to meet the required energy needs in New England without
increasing the use of fossil fuels we must rely on renewable energy such as
wind energy. It is for that reason that I support the proposed Vineyard Wind
Energy expansion project.

Thank you for your comment.

148-001

The RICRMC [Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council]
strongly encourages BOEM to adopt Alternative D2 in the EIS as the
preferred alternative for the Vineyard Wind project and require the developer
to construct the wind farm in a uniform grid pattern with 1 x 1 nautical mile
spacing between all turbine foundations (including the OSS platforms) in an
East-West, North-South orientation as recommended by the U.S Coast Guard
in their June 14, 2020 final Massachusetts Rhode Island Port Access Route
Study (MARIPARS). We request BOEM to require the USCG MARIPARS
recommended wind farm configuration as a condition of COP approval not
only for the Vineyard Wind project, but for all southern New England
offshore wind projects.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

148-002

The Alternative D2 configuration in a uniform grid of 1 x 1 nautical mile
spacing between all turbine foundations (including the OSS platforms) in an
East-West, North-South orientation is entirely consistent with the
MARIPARS recommendation and the offshore wind industry's November 1,

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

K-683



Vineyard Wind 1 Offshore Wind Energy Project—FEIS

Appendix K—Public Comments and Responses

Index Comment Text Response
Number
2019 collaborative proposal for wind fann layout in the southern New
England offshore renewable energy lease areas. The RICRMC believes it is
imperative that BOEM condition all COP approvals accordingly so that there
is regulatory certainty for the offshore wind industry and stakeholders with
assurance that there will be a predictable and uniform wind farm pattern that
accommodates and facilitates safe navigation, commercial and recreational
fishing activities, and USCG search and rescue operations.

148-003 In addition, we are mindful of federal law that governs development The EIS and public process comply with the procedural requirements of
activities on the outer continental shelf (OCS) that requires "the right to NEPA. Section 3.11 of the FEIS provides a detailed analysis on the impacts
navigation and fishing therein shall not be affected." See 43 U.S. Code§ the proposal would have on navigation and analyzes alternatives and
1332. We expect BOEM to conduct its NEPA review of the Vineyard Wind |mitigations that would avoid, minimize, or mitigate such impacts.
project, and all other southern New England wind farm projects on the OCS,
in accordance with this federal law.

148-004 Lastly, although not a consideration within the Vineyard Wind EIS, the As discussed in Section 3.11.2 of the FEIS and as recommended by the
RICRMC strongly recommends that BOEM require as a condition of COP  |USCG, Vineyard Wind would install AIS transponders on select WTGs and
approval the installation of automatic identification system (AIS) transmitters |ESPs, to promote safe navigation during limed visibility (e.g., fog or night)
on all turbine and electric service substation foundations for each and every |and adverse weather conditions. Currently, BOEM does not require AIS
wind farm project within the southern New England lease areas to increase |transmitters on all WTGs and ESPs and it is outside the scope of the FEIS to
navigational safety, especially under less than ideal navigation conditions. determine if these measures would be implemented for other offshore wind

projects.

148-005 Stakeholders have expressed concern that under some circumstances there is |Section 3.11.2 of the FEIS includes a discussion of potential radar
the potential for vessel radar interference resulting from wind turbine interference. The Final MARIPARS (USCG 2020) concluded that general
generator (WTQG) foundations. The USCG addressed this issue in the recent |mitigation measures, such as properly trained radar operators, properly
Final MARIPARS and concluded that "the USCG is not aware of an installed and adjusted vessel equipment, marked wind turbines, and the use of|
authoritative scientific study that confirms or refutes the concern that WTGs |AIS all enable safe navigation with minimal loss of radar detection.
will degrade marine radar." See Final MARIPARS (June 14, 2020) at 25.

148-006 Despite the uncertainty of vessel radar degradation within a wind farm, AIS |As discussed in Section 3.11.2 of the FEIS and as recommended by the
transmitters on WTG foundations would provide safety equipment USCQG, Vineyard Wind would install AIS transponders on select WTGs and
redundancy and allow a vessel operator to "see" foundation locations on a ESPs, to promote safe navigation during limed visibility (e.g., fog or night)
vessel chart plotter without the aid of radar. Thus, if radar degradation and adverse weather conditions. It is outside the scope of the FEIS to
becomes an issue or radar malfunction occurs, the AIS on WTG foundations |determine if these measures would be implemented for other offshore wind
would provide additional navigation safety. Accordingly, BOEM should projects. The Final MARIPARS (USCG 2020) concluded that general
condition all wind farm COP approvals with a requirement for the installation|mitigation measures, such as properly trained radar operators, properly
of AIS transmitters on all offshore wind farm structures. installed and adjusted vessel equipment, marked wind turbines, and the use of]

AIS all enable safe navigation with minimal loss of radar detection.

148-007 The last sentence in Footnote 3 should be modified to reference the The executive summary has been updated to note that "if approved, BOEM
applicable BOEM regulations and to indicate that BOEM will condition that |plans on requiring as a condition of COP approval that any movements in
any movement in turbine foundations will not result in diagonal lanes less turbine location, as may be permissible pursuant to 30 CFR 585.634, do not
than 0.6 NM as follows: "BOEM will require as a condition of COP approval [shrink the diagonal lanes to less than 0.6 nautical mile."
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that any movements in turbine location, as may be permissible pursuant to 30
CFR 585.634, should not shrink the diagonal lanes to less than 0.6 nautical
mile."

148-008 The BOEM regulations permit micro-siting of turbine foundations within 500|BOEM's regulations do not specifically address micro siting. The FEIS
feet of the COP designated location. However, if two opposing turbine clarifies that 0.6 nautical mile diagonal lanes would be maintained with any
foundations located along a diagonal lane were moved towards one another |micro siting under Alternative D. The construction, operation, maintenance,
in the direction of the center line of the diagonal lane the maximum allowed |and eventual decommissioning of the proposed Project occur within the range
distance of 500 feet, then the diagonal lane between them would resultina  |of design parameters outlined in the COP, subject to applicable mitigation
distance of less than 0.6 NM (0.7 NM= 4254 feet - (500 + 500) = 3254 feet., |measures (Appendix D of the FEIS). However, to reduce impacts to complex
which is less than 0.6 NM (3646 feet)) . Thus, in such a circumstance the fisheries habitats and other resources that are the most vulnerable to
3254 foot (0.54 NM) distance would not meet the USCG recommended permanent and long-term impacts, the locations of proposed Project elements
minimum diagonal lane width of 0.6 NM for the northwest to southeast would be altered or excluded, should micro-siting not be possible to avoid or
direction. minimize impacts. In addition, fewer WTG locations than proposed by the

lessee may be approved by BOEM.

148-009 This section should highlight within the text on page ES-3 that Alternative = |BOEM had decided to keep the executive summary at a high level and not
D2 is the only project alternative that BOEM indicates within Table ES-2 call out specific differences in impact levels in the text; the table speaks for
that would have moderate cumulative impacts only on navigation and vessel |itself in that regard, and the details can be found in the resource sections in
traffic as compared to all other alternatives, which may have major Chapter 3 and Appendix A of the FEIS.
cumulative impacts.

148-010 The Alternative D-2 description should include language that clearly The FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS and that
indicates that this particular alternative is the only alternative being Alternative D2 is consistent with the study.
considered by BOEM that is consistent with the USCG recommendations for
a uniform wind farm layout as specified in Section VI on page 3 8 of the
USCG MARIPARS Final Report (May 14, 2020) and as is described in the
SEIS in§ 2.2.2, p. 2-5. In addition, Footnote 1 should be modified as
recommended above in ES-2.

148-011 Now that the USCG has issued its MARIPARS Final Report on May 14, Section 2.1.3 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS
2020 the last paragraph on page 2-5 ( and ending on page 2-6) should be and that Alternative D2 is consistent with the study.
modified to reflect the USCG recommendation on vessel transit lanes.

148-012 There are references to the USCG MARIPARS as a "Draft" report within this |Section 2.1.3 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS
section on page 3-97. Now that the USCG report is final as of May 14, 2020 |and that Alternative D2 is consistent with the study.
this section and similar text in other sections throughout the SEIS, including
the appendices, should be revised to reflect the final USCG MARIPARS
report status along with its recommendations. There are 26 occurrences
within the SEIS referencing the MARIPARS report as "Draft."

148-013 The discussion within the fourth paragraph on this page should indicate that [Section 2.1.3 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS

Alternative D2 is entirely consistent with the final USCG MARIPARS report
recommendation for wind farm layout and orientation.

and that Alternative D2 is consistent with the study.
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148-014

Now that the USCG Final MARIPARS is final, this section should include
added text that indicates that Alternative D2 is consistent with the USCG
MARIPARS recommendations for a uniform 1 x 1 NM grid oriented with
East-West rows and North-South columns as described within§ 3.13.2.4 on
page 3-116.

Section 3.11.4 of the FEIS includes a discussion of the Final MARIPARS
study.

148-015

Similar text describing Alternative D2 as consistent with the MARIPARS
recommendations as found in §§ 3.13.2.4 (page 3-116), 3.13.2.5 (page 3-117)
and 3.14.2.3 (page 3-129) should be added to any discussion of Alternative
D2 throughout the SEIS.

Sections 3.11.4 and 3.11.6 of the FEIS includes a discussion of the Final
MARIPARS study.

148-016

The text of the last paragraph in this section should reflect the USCG final
MARIPARS report status and recommendation regarding transit corridors.

The FEIS has been updated in the appropriate chapters or sections to
incorporate the Final MARIPARS.

148-017

The discussion on this page should reference the final USCG Final
MARIPARS and its recommendations concerning additional transit
corridors.

Section 3.11.5 of the FEIS includes a discussion of the Final MARIPARS
study.

148-018

The second paragraph should be modified to reflect the final MARIPARS
report status and recommendations for a uniform 1x1 NM grid oriented East-
West and North-South in the southern New England WEA. In addition, since
this section indicates that there is sufficient information for BOEM to make a
reasoned choice among the alternatives, it would reason that this section
should also indicate that Alternative D2 is consistent with the MARIPARS
recommendation as well as the collaborative proposal put forth by the five
southern New England offshore wind leaseholders on November 1, 2019 for
a uniform Ix] NM wind farm layout for the entire southern New England
WEA.

Section 2.1.3 and Section 3.11 of the FEIS incorporate, where appropriate,
the Final MARIPARS.

149-001

Vineyard Wind is a responsible and highly community minded company.
Since the inception of Vineyard Wind 1 the company has done an exemplary
job at engaging the public, working with experts and scientists, and refining
their proposal. The proposal for Vineyard Wind 1 is the result of more than
10 years of study and dialog.

Thank you for your comment.

149-002

Massachusetts and New England needs ocean wind energy and the Vineyard
Wind 1 project. It will generate clean, sustainable energy for more than
400,000 homes and businesses and effectively reduce carbon emissions by
nearly two tons annually.

Thank you for your comment.

149-003

The issue of adding transit lanes need not be revisited. The United States
Coast Guard has already endorsed the 1x1 NM layout finding that the
standardized spacing layout would be best for navigational safety. In fact, the
Coast Guard specifically notes that additional transit lanes are potentially less
safe than the 1x1 NM layout.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

K-686



Vineyard Wind 1 Offshore Wind Energy Project—FEIS

Appendix K—Public Comments and Responses

Index Comment Text Response
Number

149-004 The economic impact of fishers not being able to fish in the Wind Energy Section 3.11 and Table 3.11-3 of the SEIS discusses the average annual
Area where Vineyard Wind 1 is sited is less than .05 percent according to percentage of total revenue exposed to offshore wind (7 percent or less),
various studies. That negligible impact assessment assumes that fishers cease |including Vineyard Wind 1, and Section 3.10 and Table 3.10-4a and Table
to fish in the entirety of the lease areas and or fail to shift fishing to other 3.10-4b of the FEIS discusses the value of landings by FMP for the WDA
areas nearby, a highly unlikely scenario. and as a percentage of total coast-wide FMP (less than 2 percent). Therefore,

no change to the FEIS is warranted.

149-005 ...adverse impact on the environment, on fish stocks, and on the economics of|Section 3.3 and 3.10 of the FEIS evaluate potential adverse and beneficial
the fishing industry have not been shown. impacts from offshore wind development on finfish and commercial and for-

hire recreational fisheries.

149-006 Enough is known, however, about the adverse impact on the environment and| Thank you for your comment.
the
economy, including the livelihood of fishers, if nothing is done to develop
renewable energy such as the Vineyard Wind 1 project. Warming waters due,
in part, to carbon emissions, are but one example of a far greater threat to
fishers and others than Vineyard Wind 1....Time is of the essence to begin
construction of the Vineyard Wind 1 project so that Massachusetts and New
England can begin to see the benefit of clean, renewable energy, and less
carbon impact on our environment.

150-001 I have concerns about this SEIS with regard to impacts to fisheries. Page 3- |Sections 3.4, 3.5, and 3.6 of the SEIS discussed the cold pool and potential
23 last paragraph mentions the cold pool and its importance to fish and effects of offshore wind development. Furthermore, Section 3.6.1 of the SEIS
invertebrates and it is also mentioned again on 3-35 for sea turtles and marine |provided a discussion of the potential impacts of WTG structures on the cold
mammals. However, possible vertical destratification is later described as a  |pool formation and the subsequent potential impacts to marine mammals.
"good" thing from an increase in primary productivity...which will then be  |Additional discussion of the uncertainty around marine mammal response to
supposedly cleared and eaten by the anticipated increase of mussels on the  |WTG structures and how the structures would influence development of the
structures from the "reef effect." These are all hypothetical outcomes. The cold pool was provided in Appendix H of the SEIS. As disused in these
cold pool is an extremely unique feature that is critical to major molluscan  |Sections, changes to the local oceanographic and climatic conditions caused
fisheries such as clams. Temperature destratification due to turbine by the presence of structures would be localized and would be expected to
movement could cause permanent damage to a unique ocean feature. The vary seasonally and regionally, and as such would not be expected to
summary section for structures states that there will be minimal impact influence migration patterns. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
because salinity and temperature change are the biggest driver of seasonal How the rate of cold pool breakdown is influenced by external factors such
migration - - however, earlier in the document it was stated that structure and |as weather and future offshore wind facilities is not well known. Potential
disturbance could cause temperature destratification so there are impacts on the cold pool are dominated by factors other than the Proposed
contradictions in reasoning. Action; nevertheless, the FEIS considers impacts of reasonably foreseeable

environmental trends and planned actions, including the Proposed Action.

150-002 In addition, the SEIS states that noise should not be a factor because these are|Sections 3.3.6.3, 3.3.7.3, 3.3.8.3, and 3.4.5.3 of the DEIS discussed the
"temporary impacts." However, it will take 6-10 years for foundation potential acoustic impacts to finfish, marine mammals, sea turtles, and
production....102 days of pile driving at 6 hrs/day. Plus, there are many commercial fish, respectively, during pile driving activities. Further details
anticipated wind projects along the east coast, so the effects are compounded. |regarding acoustic effects to marine mammal species are provided in

Appendix F of the DEIS and FEIS. Additional discussions of acoustic
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impacts on ESA listed marine mammals and sea turtles were provided in the
BA submitted to NOAA which can be found at the following link:
https://www.boem.gov/Vineyard-Wind-Consultation-Documents/. Sections
3.5.1,3.6.1, and 3.11.1 of the SEIS provide a discussion of potential acoustic
impacts on finfish, marine mammals, sea turtles, and commercial fish,
respectively, as a result of pile driving. Additionally, Sections 3.3.2,3.4.2,
3.5.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS discuss updated monitoring and mitigation
that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts.
These measures include, but are not limited to, avoidance of peak NARW
presence, use of sound attenuation technologies, use of PSOs, PAM, soft start
procedures, shut down procedures, and other measures that would benefit
these species. In addition, monitoring of the effectiveness of sound
attenuation methods will be conducted and secondary measures would be
implemented if the required sound reduction is not met. Additional
discussion of the uncertainty around the potential for acoustic impacts on
marine mammals and sea turtles resulting from pile driving activities was
provided in Appendix H of the SEIS. As discussed in the Biological Opinion
(NMFS 2020), the consequences of Level A harassment as a result of
exposure to pile driving noise would be "minor degradation of hearing
capabilities..." and the PTS anticipated is considered a "...minor auditory
injury." Level B harassment is expected to result in "...low-level, temporary
behavior modifications..." NMFS expects exposures to be brief and that
behavior responses would be temporary, with behavior returning to as
baseline state after the pile driving stops or the individual swims far enough
away to avoid exposure to disturbing levels of noise (NMFS 2020). Further,
NMEFS (2020) concluded that these behavior responses are not expected to
impact individual health, survival, or reproduction. An updated discussion of
acoustic impacts on sea turtles as a result of pile driving noise is provide in
Section 3.5.1 and 3.5.2 in the FEIS. As discussed, sea turtles would exhibit
an avoidance response before receiving the 24 hour exposures in shown in
Table 3.5-6 of the FEIS and BOEM anticipates unavoidable, moderate
temporary impacts on individual sea turtles from pile driving. However, these
moderate effects are expected to occur only in a very small number of turtles,
and the population would likely recover after pile-driving activity has ceased.
There have been no documented sea turtle mortalities associated with pile
driving and sea turtle anatomy may make them resistant to percussive shock
waves (Madin 2009). Further, as discussed in the NMFS Biological Opinion,
take of sea turtles due to pile driving activities would be limited to
harassment only, and no injury would be expected. Additionally, given the
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expected short duration of exposures, sea turtle hearing is expected to return
to normal shortly after exposure ends (NFMS 2020).

151-001 As a life-long resident of the Atlantic Seacoast, I am aware of the energy Thank you for your comment.
resources of the ocean: wave, tidal and offshore wind energy; and at the same
time of the urgent need for more energy to serve these highly populated
shores....Vineyard Wind will be the perfect project to begin our harvesting of
this almost unlimited resource....All the studies and agreements are in order
and any hesitation puts our welfare at risk. Power blackouts, economic
downturns and climate disaster wait for those countries that continue to rely
on polluting resources.

152-001 Choosing to build it [Vineyared Wind Project] with the one-mile spacing of |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
turbines under option D2, or to further delay, and possibly kill it through alternative.
proposals such as option F or G, is also a moral decision with possible life
and death consequences.

152-002 ...I have seen first-hand how dirty and dangerous energy projects impact Section 3.7.1 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the health impacts of
communities of color and low-income communities; how their lives and fossil fuel consumption and resulting degraded air quality on different racial
livelihoods bear the brunt of pollution. I've seen kids with rare cancers, high |groups, as well as different income groups, as well as benefits from reduction
rates of coronary and respiratory diseases, greater illness and death from of fossil fuel power generation displaced by offshore wind energy (including
COVID-19 due to compromised respiratory systems. the proposed Project and other projects).

152-003 Further permitting delays to Vineyard Wind will increase the likelihood of  |Section 3.7.1 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the health impacts of
killing it, and leaving New England to the mercies of fossil fuel companies. [fossil fuel consumption and resulting degraded air quality on different racial
Their environmental justice impacts would far exceed the Environmental groups, as well as different income groups, as well as benefits from reduction
Justice impacts on low-income fishing workers from the one-mile layout of |of fossil fuel power generation displaced by offshore wind energy (including
wind turbines. the proposed Project and other projects).

152-004 And the continuing of ocean warming and acidification from burning fossil |Thank you for your comment.
fuels would accelerate the crashing of fish stocks, causing far worse impacts
on the fishing industry. The impacts of wind energy have to be weighed in
that context.

152-005 It is past time for the U.S. to join other developed nations with projects like |Thank you for your comment.

Vineyard Wind, that can provide clean energy, local jobs, and that have far
less impact on human and environmental health than fossil fuels.

152-006 The Coast Guard states that the one-mile spacing plan (D2) is safe for Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
shipping and fishing, alternative.
and deems additional transit lanes unnecessary. The additional transit lane
would likely make Vineyard Wind financially unfeasible. Please give this
project the green light with the D2 spacing plan.

152-007 ...ask that special attention be paid to training and hiring people from local  |Section 3.7.1 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the health impacts of

communities of color and low-income communities to build and maintain
Vineyard Wind as partial recompense for the disproportionate damage they

fossil fuel consumption and resulting degraded air quality on different racial
groups, as well as different income groups, as well as benefits from reduction
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have already suffered from polluting energy projects. Please place climate of fossil fuel power generation displaced by offshore wind energy (including
justice, environmental justice, and racial and economic justice at the center of |the proposed Project and other projects).
your decision making and permit this project.

153-001 I believe that this project is vital for our green future in Massachusetts, Thank you for your comment.
especially one that is inclusive, diverse, and feasible. It will create thousands
of unionized jobs on the South Coast of the state, help us transition away
from dangerous fossil fuels, and create a positive feedback loop of more
green energy production in our state.

153-002 ...as an avid bird-watcher I am glad to see that this project has taken Thank you for your comment.
important steps to ensuring that the wind energy created will not harm birds
or disrupt their migratory patterns. The Mass. Audubon's support of this
project is a good sign of this.

154-001 I want to urge the BOEM to expedite approval of a robust option for the Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change were evaluated in Section
Vineyard Wind project. The scientific community agrees that we must A.8.1 of the SEIS and the FEIS has been updated to include additional
greatly reduce our greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate the worst impacts of |information. Table 1.3-1 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the most
climate change, and we have about ten years to accomplish this. If we fail,  |recent status of the required environmental permits and consultations for the
the cumulative impacts of climate change will likely overwhelm societies' proposed Project.
ability to adapt. The stresses induced by climate change will endanger our
very civilization.

155-001 Global warming is driving food and water insecurity and causing competition | Thank you for your comment.
for basic resources, fueling socioeconomic tensions, increasingly often
leading to mass displacement[.] Offshore wind energy is critical for meeting
clean energy goals in New England, and the emission reductions necessary to
stop the most catastrophic impacts of climate change, holding over 50% of
the potential clean energy resource in the region.

155-002 Vineyard Wind 1 will create 3,600 jobs for local residents[.] Vineyard Wind |Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
1 will save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energy-related costs over the |Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
20-year contract with Massachusetts[.] A recent study by the American Wind |3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
Energy Association (AWEA) found that the offshore wind industry will and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
create more than 80,000 jobs in the next ten years, with economic output during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Section 3.6.1.1
reaching upwards of $25 billion per year by 2030 of the FEIS provides estimates from several sources of projected employment

and investment resulting from growth of a wind energy industry along the
Atlantic coast. Jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the east
coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

155-003 Vineyard Wind has pledged to sign the nation's first offshore wind Project ~ |Although the Project Labor Agreement is not addressed in the FEIS, Section

Labor Agreement (PLA) for Vineyard 1 to ensure fair compensation and the

3.6.2 provides projections of estimated direct job creation by the Vineyard

highest construction standards for the project
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Wind 1 Project in Massachusetts, and primarily in southeastern
Massachusetts.

155-004

Vineyard Wind has contributed $200,000 to support the Mass Clean Energy
Center's 2019 workforce development grants that went to six educational and
workforce institutions in the state to develop and implement training
programs[.] This grant funding helped support the Offshore Wind Technician
Certificate training program on Martha's Vineyard, which will train local
residents for the operations and maintenance jobs for the 25 year life of the
project. There are currently 14 students enrolled, including 3 women.

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS lists the grants and community programs that the
Vineyard Wind 1 Project would provide, including job training for offshore
wind. This information was also provided in the DEIS. In addition, the FEIS
has been updated to include the community benefits agreement between
Vineyard Wind and Vineyard Power.

155-005

Vineyard Wind along with other developers of the New England Wind
Energy Areas (WEAs) in late 2019 proposed to advance all future projects in
their lease areas with a uniform 1 x 1 Nautical Mile (NM) layout. The United
States Coast Guard (USCG) has since determined that this type of "standard
and uniform grid pattern" layout would "maximize safe navigation" in the
WEAs. (MARIPARS, 32)

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

155-006

The commercial fishing industry has proposed additional transit lanes of at
least 4 NMs (reflected in Alternative F of the SEIS), which would eliminate
30% of the areas of the area's potential energy production, 3,300 megawatts,
or enough to power 1.65 million homes

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

155-007

The 1x1 NM uniform layout creates over 200 transit lanes throughout the
entire wind project area The USCG has assessed the uniform 1 x 1 NM
layout, without any additional transit lanes, and compared it to proposals with
transit lanes in the MARIPARS (Massachusetts Rhode Island Port Access
Route Study) that was released in May 2020. The USCG has endorsed the 1 x
1 NM layout, finding that the standard and uniform grid pattern will "would
allow for safe navigation and continuity of USCG missions through seven
adjacent wind farm lease areas over more than 1400 square miles of ocean."
(MARIPARS, 33)

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

155-008

Vineyard Wind's project is precedent-setting for responsible development. As
technology advances, the ability to avoid, minimize, and mitigate potential
impacts to wildlife and the environment will only grow stronger. The climate
crisis and ensuing health crisis demand that we stand up these projects as fast
as their responsible development will allow, and we believe it's time to move
forward.

Thank you for your comment.

156-001

...concerned about our state's need to decarbonize the electric power sector as
soon as possible as a key step in addressing climate change. I am impressed
that Vineyard Wind has taken seriously new conerns raised about its project
and has responded with viable alternatives. I urge BOEM to respond as soon

Thank you for your comment.
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as possible by accepting the options it deems most appropriate. We cannot
afford to wait any more to get the Vineyard Wind project up and running.

157-001 The fishing and shipping industries are not subsidized. The Off-Shore Wind |Thank you for your comment.
should not be either, not in capital costs, in operational costs or in market
share. At an energy density 1000X smaller than conventional energy sources,
they [Vineyard Wind] would probably not survive.

158-001 The American Wind Energy Association forecasts the US Atlantic offshore |Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
wind industry to see investment up to $57B with installation of 30GW of Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
wind by 2030 and could support as many as 83,000 jobs. Of those jobs, 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
approximately 3,600 will be created by Vineyard Wind 1... and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)

during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Section 3.6.1.1
of the FEIS provides estimates from several sources of projected employment
and investment resulting from growth of a wind energy industry along the
Atlantic coast. Jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the east
coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

158-002 ..Vineyard Wind has contributed $200,000 to support the Mass Clean Energy |Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS lists the grants and community programs that the
Center’s 2019 workforce development grants that went to six educational and |Vineyard Wind 1 Project would provide, including job training for offshore
workforce institutions in the state to develop and implement training wind. This information was also provided in the DEIS.
programs. This grant funding helped support the Offshore Wind Technician
Certificate training program on Martha’s Vineyard, which will train local
residents for the operations and maintenance jobs for the 25-year life of the
project.

158-003 ...Vineyard Wind has pledged to sign the nation's first offshore wind Project |Although the Project Labor Agreement is not addressed in the FEIS, Section
Labor Agreement (PLA) for Vineyard 1 to ensure fair compensation and the |3.6.2 provides projections of estimated direct job creation by the Vineyard
highest construction standards for the project. Wind 1 Project in Massachusetts, and primarily in southeastern

Massachusetts.

158-004 The expediated advancement of the 800-MW Vineyard Wind Project would |Thank you for your comment.
do just that, invigorating economic growth and putting local residents back to
work. Furthermore, Vineyard Wind will serve as a blueprint for how wind
projects are treated in the future.

159-001 I've watched with alarm the acceleration of climate change and the threat it |Thank you for your comment.
represents. It is front and center here on Cape Cod, and it threatens every
aspect of life on the Cape and Islands and beyond....Projects such as
Vineyard Wind are increasingly essential if we are going to slow the advance
of climate change and the looming crisis it represents.

159-002 Wind energy, along with solar energy can be a major part of the recovery we |Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
need after the last disastrous five months, and counting, due to Covid-19. several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
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These energy sources are largely clean energy and have tremendous growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the

employment opportunities, with hundreds of well paying jobs, along with estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the

providing a much needed boost to local economies. east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis. Additionally, Appendix A, Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has
been updated to address air quality benefits of the displacement of fossil fuel
electricity generation by offshore wind.

160-001 I strongly support the uniform grid plan with 1 nautical mile spacing. This Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
would allow both maximum energy production and safe navigation. alternative.

161-001 A project the size of Vineyard Wind will inevitably have impacts on other Thank you for your comment.
users of the ocean, human and otherwise. As the initial DEIS and now the
Supplement make clear, those impacts have been carefully studied, and
effective steps are being taken to minimize or compensate for those impacts.

And the most important effect of the project will be its beginning a
commercial-scale transition to renewable wind energy along the Eastern
seaboard. This will be a major step toward mitigating the existential threat
posed by climate change.

162-001 We urgently need to take action on climate change, and this project is a big |Thank you for your comment.
step towards a sustainable future. Offshore wind energy is critical for
meeting clean energy goals in New England, and the emission reductions
necessary to stop the most catastrophic impacts of climate change, holding
over 50% of the potential clean energy resource in the region. Vineyard Wind
1 will avoid emissions of almost 1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide per year,
the equivalent of removing 325,000 cars off the road...We need action on
climate change and during this time of economic uncertainty we need more
jobs. Please approve the Vineyard Wind Project.

162-002 There has been concern about the impacts the Project would have on wildlife, |Section 3.4.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS discuss updated mitigation and
but evidence indicates that the project could be completed with minimum monitoring measures that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and
disruption. Vineyard Wind signed a landmark agreement with the National |mitigate adverse impacts to marine mammals, specifically the NARW, and
Wildlife Federation, Natural Resources Defense Council, and Conservation |include measures outlined in the referenced agreement. These measures
Law Foundation to protect the highly endangered North Atlantic right whale |include, but are not limited to avoidance of peak NARW presence, use of
during project construction and operation. While the Supplemental EIS does |sound attenuation technologies, use of PSOs, PAM, soft start procedures,
not assume that all developers will adopt these measures, it does note that shut down procedures, and other measures. Project-specific ESA
doing so would protect marine wildlife. consultations will be required for all future offshore wind development.

Monitoring and mitigation requirements for other future offshore wind
development may be driven by lessons learned from the Vineyard Wind 1
Project, but will be part of a separate decision making process.

162-003 The Project will fuel economic development. Vineyard Wind 1 will create  |Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by

3,600 jobs for local residents and Vineyard Wind has pledged to sign the

Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
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nation's first offshore wind Project Labor Agreement (PLA) to ensure fair 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
compensation and the highest construction standards for the project. and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS.
163-001 Offshore wind is critical to reaching ambitious and necessary greenhouse gas |Thank you for your comment.
reduction goals for Rhode Island and neighboring states.
163-002 The fishing industry is concerned about the overall development of offshore |Section 3.11 of the SEIS and Section 3.10 of the FEIS discusses impacts
wind, but it is important for us all to recognize that the much bigger risk to  |from climate change on fisheries; therefore, no change to the FEIS is
the fishing industry is climate change itself. Warming ocean waters have warranted.
already impacted the lobster fishery in Rhode Island and southern New
England.
163-003 Climate change is the existential crisis of our time. Responsible development |Thank you for your comment.
of offshore wind is critical to our rapid transition to renewable energy.
164-001 [Vineyard Wind 1 offshore wind development] will create clean energy, Thank you for your comment.
much needed clean energy jobs, and an infrastructure to create more in the
future
164-002 Numerous scholarly, government, intergovernmental, and private industry ~ |Thank you for your comment.
studies have shown that off-shore wind energy is a proven, very cost-efficient
technology that provides clean-energy, local and regional jobs, enhanced
energy independence, excellent public relations, preparation for future fossil-
fuel and climate-change related regulations and public demands, and even
enhanced insulation from potential climate change related lawsuits. Reducing
fossil fuel use has also been shown to reduce public health costs associated
with the impact of air pollution on asthma rates, lung-related ailments, and
other issues. In addition, studies show that most of the arguments against off-
shore wind have little or no basis in fact and that all potential, actual
downsides of off-shore wind are both far less significant than their upsides
and can be addressed relatively easily... Off-shore wind is also a key energy
technology of the present and the future - and one in which the USA is falling
behind. The opportunity to utilize our excellent natural, clean-energy
resources in the northeast USA should be a regional and national priority.
164-003 This project would represent a significant private sector investment in clean |Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
energy jobs in a region hard hit by the economic impact of the historic Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
COVID-19 pandemic. 3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS.
164-004 After more than ten years of exhaustive study and analysis, including the Thank you for your comment.

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, and extensive public
consultation to determine where offshore wind could be built with the least
possible impact on existing industries and the environment, I can see no
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reasonable public policy or environmental reason that the project should not
be approved and implemented without further delay.

164-005

Vineyard Wind 1 represents the first major offshore wind development in the
United States — and again, the USA lags seriously behind our global
competitors in deploying this critical clean-energy, job producing
technology. A final permit approval will provide the needed certainty for
future developments and capital investment along the East Coast.

Thank you for your comment.

165-001

I think that VW has submitted a safe and cost-effective initial design and has
collaborated responsibly and responsively with all stakeholders over time....I
think that the United States should more aggressively transition to renewable
energy sources for the good of the environment. I believe the Vineyard Wind
project is a prime application of a time-tested technology that furthers that
objective.

Thank you for your comment.

166-001

As per the document ,the wind turbines will have a MAJOR effect on the
commercial fishing industry- This is totally unacceptable! Not only will the
turbines have an effect on Marine life, it will have a major effect on the
Fishing community as a whole!

Thank you for your comment.

167-001

Yes to Vineyard Wind. We need clean energy now. Warming oceans, above-
average temperatures every year, wild storms -- the signs that it's time to quit
fossil fuels are all HERE, close to home, now. What an exciting modern
initiative towards getting off fossil fuels. As a bonus, this will be a job
creator, always positive but, given the pandemic, crucial.

Thank you for your comment.

168-001

I am writing in support of Vineyard Wind and the expansion of offshore wind
energy. The untapped offshore wind resource along the U.S. Eastern
Seaboard is one of the most powerful in the world and is within reach of
densely populated areas where energy demands are high and new resource
options are few. Vineyard Wind's environmental impact statement adequately
addresses climate change, wildlife protection, job creation, and the fishing
industry. Vineyard Wind and similar offshore wind projects should move
forward rapidly to quickly transition us to a clean-energy economy.

Thank you for your comment.

168-002

According to the United Nations, climate change is the defining crisis of the
current area, with no corner of the globe immune from its consequences. In
October 2018 a UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change special
report projected that limiting warming to the 1.5C target this century will
require an unprecedented transformation of every sector of the global
economy over the next 12 years. Less than two years later, in March 2020,
climate scientists calculated that global warming has already exceeded by
over 2C pre-industrial average global temperatures, accelerating self-
reinforcing changes. Climate change is driving species extinction, food

Thank you for your comment.
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insecurity, water shortages, increasingly numerous, intense, and destructive
wildfires, floods, storms, and droughts, as well as sea-level rise and the
spread of novel diseases.

168-003 Because of low wind resources on land in New England, offshore wind is Thank you for your comment.
critical to develop; accounting for over 50 percent of the potential clean
energy resource in our region. Vineyard Wind 1 will avoid emissions of
almost 1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide per year, the equivalent of
removing 325,000 cars off the road.

168-004 The state environmental impact statement reinforces my belief that offshore |Section 3.4.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS discuss updated mitigation and
wind energy can be developed safely in such a way that protects wildlife and |monitoring measures that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and
habitat. Vineyard Wind has signed a landmark agreement with the National |mitigate adverse impacts, including noise and ship strikes, to marine
Wildlife Federation, Natural Resources Defense Council, and Conservation |mammals and include measures outlined in the referenced agreement. These
Law Foundation to protect the endangered North Atlantic right whale during |measures include, but are not limited to avoidance of peak NARW presence,
project construction and operation; federal and state governments can adopt [use of sound attenuation technologies, use of PSOs, PAM, soft start
measures to further avoid, minimize, and mitigate underwater noise, ship procedures, shut down procedures, and other measures. These measures
strikes, and turbine collisions. would apply to only the Vineyard Wind 1 Project, but not other future

offshore wind development. Project-specific ESA consultations will be
required for all future offshore wind development. Monitoring and mitigation
requirements for other future offshore wind development may be driven by
lessons learned from the Vineyard Wind 1 Project, but will be part of a
separate decision making process.

168-005 The offshore wind industry could create 83,000 jobs by 2030 and deliver $25 |Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
billion in annual economic input by that same year. Vineyard Wind 1 Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
specifically is projected to create 3,600 local jobs at fair wages. Furthermore, {3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
Vineyard Wind has contributed $200,000 to support the Mass Clean Energy |and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
Center's 2019 workforce development grants develop and implement training |during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. This section
programs, including the Offshore Wind Technician Certificate training also lists grants provided by Vineyard Wind, including a grant program for
program on Martha's Vineyard, which will train local residents for the offshore wind training. Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS provides estimates from
operations and maintenance jobs for the 25 year life of the project. There are |several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
currently 14 students enrolled, including 3 women. The project is expected to |growth of a wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. Jobs are
save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energyrelated costs over the 20-year |anticipated to be concentrated in and near the east coast states that would host
contract with Massachusetts. offshore wind. This information was also included in the SEIS (Section

3.6.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional detail and analysis.

168-006 To preserve fishing areas, the turbines are proposed in a grid layout to Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

maximize safe navigation, creating over 200 transit lanes throughout the
project. The United States Coast Guard as assessed and endorsed this 1 x 1
nautical mile layout, finding that the standard and uniform grid pattern will
"would allow for safe navigation and continuity of USCG missions through

alternative.
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seven adjacent wind farm lease areas over more than 1400 square miles of
ocean."

168-007

Vineyard Wind's project sets a precedent for responsible development. As
technology advances, the ability to avoid, minimize, and mitigate potential
impacts to wildlife and the environment will only grow stronger. The climate
crisis and ensuing health crisis demand that we stand up these projects as fast
as their responsible development will allow, and I believe it is time to move
forward.

Thank you for your comment.

169-001

I fully support the Vineyard Wind LLC Proposed Wind Energy Facility. We
need to move as aggressively as possible toward renewable energy to deal
with the continuing effects of Climate Change including rising water levels
threatening coastal communities.

Thank you for your comment.

170-001

I have been closely following the implementation of the Massachusetts
Global Warming Solutions Act, which has recently been amended to require
a 90% GHG emissions reduction from 1990 levels by 2050. At a high level,
this plan is to replace nearly all fossil fuels used in the buildings and
transportation sectors in Massachusetts by electricity, and provide huge
quantities of low CO2e electricity. An Offshore Wind infrastructure that can
provide the majority of the energy used in Mass. is absolutely indispensable
to meeting the legally mandated Mass. GWSA GHG emissions reductions.

Thank you for your comment.

170-002

As the Executive Summary of the 2018 UN Emissions Gap Report 2018
states: https://unepdtu.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/un-egr19-es-4e-
extra.pdf "However, since this did not happen, the required cuts in emissions
are now 2.7 per cent per year from 2020 for the 2C goal, and 7.6 per cent per
year on average for the 1.5C goal. Evidently, greater cuts will be required the
longer action is delayed." and "Further delaying the reductions needed to
meet the goals would imply future emissions reductions and removal of CO2
from the atmosphere at such a magnitude that it would result in a serious
deviation from current available pathways. This, together with necessary
adaptation actions, risks seriously damaging the global economy and
undermining food security and biodiversity." So given Vineyard Wind - and
other offshore wind projects to follow - are essential to address the existential
threat of Climate Change, I support immediately permitting this project.

Thank you for your comment.

170-003

The US Coast Guard has approved the plan for 1x1 nautical mile installation
grid in response to commercial fishing concerns. Substantial concessions
have been made to support the 1x1 nautical mile installation grid, which
reduces the size of the potential build-out and impairs the CO2 reduction
potential. The US Coast Guard has deemed additional transit lanes within
wind farms as unnecessary, so I believe this issue is now resolved.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.
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170-004

The US has fallen far behind Europe, which has successfully deployed
dozens of large scale Offshore Wind projects in the waters off Germany,
Belgium, Denmark and the UK, with these impacts:... OSW in Europe has
become a well understood, readily executed technology that is essential to
mitigating climate change - and that expertise resides in Europe, which is
why Vineyard Wind is importing this technology. I see this as a substantial
strategic disadvantage to the energy security of the US, so we should
immediately begin deploying, and learning from, large scale OSW in the US.

Thank you for your comment.

170-005

The US has fallen far behind Europe, which has successfully deployed
dozens of large scale Offshore Wind projects in the waters off Germany,
Belgium, Denmark and the UK, with these impacts:...There is a large
amount of real world performance data supporting the economy and efficacy
of OSW, a proven technology about which we in the US have very little first
hand experience, having only 5 operating OSW turbines in all of the US.

Thank you for your comment.

170-006

The US has fallen far behind Europe, which has successfully deployed
dozens of large scale Offshore Wind projects in the waters off Germany,
Belgium, Denmark and the UK, with these impacts:... There are now well
established processes for permitting large scale OSW in Europe, facilitating
the rapid deployment of vast wind farms. We need to learn how to do this
much more quickly in the US.

Thank you for your comment.

170-007

With the current COVID crisis and the potential impact to the construction of
office space, and other employment, projects like Vineyard Wind can provide
well paying jobs on our shores, and these projects could prove very helpful to
the US recovery from the COVID crisis. A US OSW industry has the
potential for many tens of thousands of well paying jobs, and tens of billions
of dollars in beneficial economic impact over the next decade - so we need all
these OSW benefits to begin to ramp up in the US immediately.

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the
estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

170-008

The displacement of fossil fuels from buildings (electrification) is part of the
Mass. GWSA plan, and would avoid catastrophes like the Merrimack Valley
gas explosions:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merrimack Valley gas explosions, as well as
long term and enduring health impacts to children:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5800116/

Thank you for your comment.

170-009

Fossil Fuel combustion is an important source of PM 2.5 particulate matter
which has substantial health impacts: https://www.epa.gov/pm-
pollution/health-and-environmental-effects-particulate-matter-pm. The true
cost of using large quantities of fossil fuels are not always obvious - but exist
at an enormous scale: ttps://www.ucsusa.org/resources/hidden-costs-fossil-
fuels

Thank you for your comment.
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170-010

In May 2020, a new record high of atmospheric CO2 was reached, in spite of
the suppression of economic activity due to COVID:
https://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/. For these, and a variety of other
reasons, I urge you to promptly approve the Vineyard Wind project, and start
the US on a path to leadership in the OSW industry. Each day we burn more
fracked natural gas to generate electricity increases global warming impact
that will remain for many decades.

Thank you for your comment.

171-001

As a property owner on Martha's Vineyard and citizen who is concerned
about preserving our environment, I am dismayed at the interminable length
of time it has taken to start developing offshore wind energy on a commercial
scale in the US. We all know from multiple studies that the Northeast US is
one of the most desirable places on earth for the development of wind
energy. The studies have been more than thorough and exhaustive.

Thank you for your comment.

171-002

The Vineyard Wind developers have been incredibly patient is working out
solutions which protect the interests of the fishing industry. The 1 X 1 NM
layout has significantly reduced the economic return of the developers, and
yet, they have agreed to compromise in order to meet al possible concerns
about fishing and navigational interests.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

171-003

Significant capital has been invested in preparing to launch the Vineyard
Wind project. Residents on Martha's Vineyard, as a result of the developers
strenuous efforts to communicate and explain every aspect of their plan, are
enthusiastically behind the project.

Thank you for your comment.

171-004

Of special concern to many of us is that if additional constraints are placed in
the way of the Vineyard Wind project, the entire offshore wind industry is
likely to collapse, resulting in the loss of tens of thousands of good paying
jobs, and losing a major opportunity to reduce damage to our oceans through
increased acidification and increased temperature.

Thank you for your comment.

171-005

I sincerely hope that BOEM will approve the project as proposed by
Vineyard Wind with the 1 X 1 NM layout as rapidly as possible. It is time the
US joined the company of so many nations around the world in safely and
effectively harnessing the benefits of offshore wind energy.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

172-001

I feel a strong responsibility to advocate for all we can do to reduce our green
house gas emissions to as low as possible, and reduce our carbon footprint.
As you know, Massachusetts is committed to eliminate at least 90% of GHG
emissions from energy use in the state by 2050. As responsible stewards of
the earth, and as parents of children, we must reach this goal. We will not
meet this important goal without significant new sources of energy; and we
won't be able to employ people in the coal and oil business, since that sector
is in decline and will continue to fight essential changes to save our planet.

Thank you for your comment.
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We CAN, however, reduce our GHG emissions and employ about 1,000
people, by supporting offshore wind turbines - a great source of green,
renewable energy. The Vineyard Wind project is a major step in the right
direction.

174-001

I am writing to express my support for the Vineyard Wind project to go
forward without further delay. This project has been studied for several years,
revealing that it is a responsible approach to counteract our current and future
climate change crisis. There are several reasons I am supportive [of the
Vineyard Wind project]. First, we need to reduce carbon emissions in order
to address the harmful effects of climate change. Second, studies have shown
the environmental impacts of this project are negligible.

Thank you for your comment.

174-002

...current jobs in the fishing industry will be preserved and thousands of
more jobs will be created [by the Vineyard Wind Project].

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to conclude that a moderate
beneficial impact on employment and economic activity would result from
offshore wind development in the RI and MA Lease Areas. It also notes a
potential moderate adverse impact on the commercial fishing industry.
Section 3.10 provides more information on impacts on commercial fishing
and mitigations to be provided by Vineyard Wind.

174-003

If we are to address climate change so that future generations aren't burdened
with resulting catastrophes, action needs to be taken at the federal, state and
local levels. Communities need to take positive steps to reduce CO2
emissions and limit the effects of climate change. This project is an
opportunity for the residents of Cape Cod and the islands to make a positive
contribution. I am impressed that the energy generated by the turbines is
expected to reduce carbon emissions by 1.6 million tons per year, an amount
that would be equal to taking 325,000 cars off the road. Most importantly,
wind energy is clean and renewable and this particular project is estimated to
provide cost competitive energy to over 400,000 homes and businesses in
Massachusetts.

Thank you for your comment.

174-004

The fishing industry has been particularly concerned about the impact of this
project, but Vineyard Wind has diligently addressed their concerns. The
current plan to have slightly more than 1 mile between turbines will provide
more than 200 transit lanes for vessels allowing for safe navigation and
fishing within the grid of the wind farm.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

174-005

The fishing industry will continue to provide local jobs and thousands of
more jobs will be created by this project.

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the cooperative effort
between the Port of New Bedford, Vineyard Wind, and MassCEC on a
supply chain for offshore wind that includes the fishing industry.

174-006

I am opposed to the 2 mile transit lanes within the wind farm. The US Coast
Guard has stated

that this requirement is unnecessary.am opposed to the 2 mile transit lanes

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.
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within the wind farm. The US Coast Guard has stated that this requirement is
unnecessary.

175-001 I am in full support of the Vineyard Wind project because renewable energy |Thank you for your comment.
systems are going to be a crucial part of the future in the United States and
the rest of the world. Getting a start on this now will be extremely beneficial
and will create thousands of jobs, not only in Massachusetts, but across the
nation as the renewable energy market expands.

176-001 A wind farm off the coast is a perfect step in the right direction to a wide use |Thank you for your comment.
of renewable energy! I am in favor of this decision.

177-001 In resent years I have partnered with my brother and purchased a few Thank you for your comment.
commercial fishing licenses with the intent to fish them after rehabbing a
fishing vessel... We had a fire on board during the repairs and were forced to
sell that vessel to recoup some losses. With the declining fish quota
allocations we thought we had enough quota to proceed. With the wing farm
moving forward and the potential of fishing grounds lost along with a lot of
uncertainty with placement of turbines and cables that would create a fishing
hazard especially during inclement weather, and constantly changing fishing
regulations, we have given up on our dream to rehab another fishing vessel to
fish our licenses.

177-002 The location of the turbines would be on some of the most productive fishing |Section 3.4 and 3.11 of the SEIS discussed the impacts from offshore wind
grounds in the world. There is no proof or guarantee that once the work development on finfish, invertebrates, and EFH and commercial and for-hire
begins there would be no harm to the fish population. The scientific studies |recreational fisheries, including impacts from noise, anchoring, new cable
out there on the impact of off shore wind on the fish stock seem to be very  |emplacement and maintenance, vessel traffic, and the presence of structures.
few and of one sided. A stock-specific analysis is beyond the scope of this EIS and is not essential

to a reasoned choice among alternatives. The data used are the best available
and reflect the state of the science at the time of publication of the EIS.
Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted. BOEM continues to fund
studies to address concerns raised in public comments
(https://www.boem.gov/environment/environmental-studies/renewable-
energy-research).

178-001 Offshore Wind holds many benefits for our region... The climate and our Thank you for your comment.
economy can not afford for Offshore Wind to be delayed.

178-002 Increasing navigational lanes beyond the 11 NM endorsed by USCG Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
threatens offshore wind's future (no to Alternative F). alternative.

179-001 I support approving allowing Vineyard Wind to proceed without any Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
additional navigation lanes beyond those proposed by Vineyard Wind. alternative.

179-002 Offshore wind is an opportunity to bring money to CT (where I'm from) and |Thank you for your comment.
other northeast states and should not be delayed further by political
appointees in Washington DC.
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181-001

It is imperative the human race responsibly transition to renewable energy
sources as quickly as possible. OSW is undoubtedly a responsible method in
achieving this goal. This should have been built 20 years ago.

Thank you for your comment.

182-001

We are greatly in need of the renewable energy this project will generate.
Please permit the project to go forward.

Thank you for your comment.

183-001

I am writing today to encourage you to support the Vineyard Wind I project
off the coast of Massachusetts. This project is expected to produce enough
wind to power 400,000 homes in a densely populated part of our country.
This project and others like it will lead to a reduced dependence on fossil fuel
power generating facilities. In todays Boston Globe (originally appeared in
the New York Times) there is an article on the rising number of fracking oil
firms that are filing for bankruptcy. The tanks at many of these wells are
abandoned and are leaking methane and other planet warming pollutants into
the air, unchecked. The companies failed to keep the reserves on hand to
properly shut down the wells and the leaks continue unabated. This is further
evidence of our need to move away from fossil fuels.

Thank you for your comment.

183-002

Vineyard Wind I will create 3,600 jobs for local residents and more than
80,000 jobs over the next ten years. It will save ratepayers more than $1.4
billion in energy-related costs over the 20 year contract with Massachusetts
and will avoid emissions of almost 1.7 metric tons of carbon dioxide per
year, the equivalent of removing 325,000 cars from the road.

Thank you for your comment.

184-001

The planet needs so much more clean energy! Our population continues to
grow and we are dependent on electricity, let's use what we know about clean
energy now and move forward to help the planet.

Thank you for your comment.

184-002

It's time for fisherman and the shipping industry to share the ocean with wind
turbines. Wind happens over water.

Thank you for your comment.

184-003

Bringing so many new jobs to the island is a huge benefit. I love that the plan
includes going into the high school to expose and train local kids to the
current pertinent jobs and valid careers of the future in sustainable energy.

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS notes that many of the Vineyard Wind 1 Project
operations and maintenance jobs would be on Martha's Vineyard, and lists
the grants and community programs that Vineyard Wind 1 is committed to,
including job training for offshore wind. This information was also provided
in the DEIS.

185-001

...this project is precedent setting. The decisions made now will have
ramifications on projects up and down the eastern seaboard. The Vineyard
Wind project is vital to moving this industry forward in the fight against
climate change, improving public health, addressing longstanding
environmental justice issues, and restarting the economy in the wake of the
COVID-19 Pandemic.

Thank you for your comment.

185-003

In order to capture the full potential of the US offshore wind workforce,
developers and suppliers need certainty to invest in and train a local

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
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workforce. Moving toward a 100% US workforce that captures the full
economic benefits of this industry will require consistent, predictable projects
entering construction for workers to gain experience and qualifications
necessary to advance within the workforce and replace the Europeans over
time.

growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. These sources
rely upon varying projections of the growth of the domestic supply chain for
offshore wind. Appendix A.4 of the FEIS provides parameters to determine
which Atlantic coast offshore wind projects are reasonably foreseeable at this
time, but beyond that does not predict future industry growth.

185-004

It’s important to note that these projects need to be economically viable, and
the industry has gone through an exhaustive process to establish a 1 x 1
Nautical Mile layout based on stakeholder feedback. The 1 x 1 NM layout
eliminates at least 30% of the area’s potential energy production but
addresses the main comments from the commercial fishing industry
regarding the need for transit lanes to ensure safe navigation. The 1 x 1 NM
uniform layout creates over 200 transit lanes throughout the entire wind
project area. The United States Coast Guard (USCG) has determined that this
type of “standard and uniform grid pattern” layout would “maximize safe
navigation” in the Wind Energy Areas (WEAs) (MARIPARS, 32). So, we
ask you to reject alternative F, which calls for a 4 x 4 Nautical Mile layout.
Alternative F threatens the viability of this industry and provides no benefit.
Additional transit lanes will result in substantial technical challenges, delays,
cost increases to consumers, and more environmental impacts from offshore
wind development, with marginal gains and, as USCG identifies, potentially
greater conflict among transiting and fishing vessels that are “funneled into
the corridors thereby increasing traffic density and risks for vessel
interaction.” (MARIPARS, 7).

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

186-001

The offshore wind industry ... will also substantially mitigate the effects of
climate change.

Thank you for your comment.

187-001

As a student attending college in Massachusetts, I feel strongly about my
state pursuing initiatives like this to further the goal of 100% renewable
energy. This project will prevent 1.7 million tons of CO2 from entering the
atmosphere, and is a great step towards a just energy transition. As a member
of the generation who will be most impacted by climate change, I believe
taking steps to develop reliable renewable energy sources is crucial to
preserving our future. In addition to the environmental benefits of this
project, the development will be a huge boost to employment in the area,
with a potential to create 3,600 jobs and supply 400,000 homes with clean
energy. This offshore wind development will benefit the local community.

Thank you for your comment.

188-001

In order to meet the requirements of the Global Warming Solutions Act
(GWSA), the power sector in Massachusetts must move continuously
towards an overall decarbonization....The proposed Project has been
thoroughly vetted. It has been contracted to deliver power to the New

Thank you for your comment.
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England energy grid to contribute to Massachusetts' renewable energy
requirements particularly, the Commonwealth's mandate that distribution
companies jointly and competitively solicit proposals for offshore wind
energy generation....In addition to providing much needed, clean energy to
our power portfolio, the development of offshore wind will stabilize electric
prices over the long term.

189-001

I am before you today to discuss navigation safety, a topic in which I have
been deeply involved over the past several years in numerous meetings and
conversations with Vineyard Wind, other leaseholders, BOEM, the U.S.
Coast Guard, state regulators, the commercial & recreational fishing industry,
and many other key stakeholders. The vast majority of those conversations
were focused on two key issues: (1) turbine spacing-and-layout, and (2)
vessel transit lanes. Orsted would suggest that the recent U.S. Coast Guard
Port Access Route Study of the MA/RI WEA, commonly referred to as the
Final MARIPARS, completely and satisfactorily addresses both issues.

Sections 3.11.4, 3.11.5, and 3.11.6 of the FEIS include a discussion of the
Final MARIPARS study. It is outside of the scope of the EIS to look at the
validity of another agency's study. Further, Orsted's opinions or statements on
the matter are not relevant to BOEM's NEPA analysis.

189-002

Indeed any balanced examination of the U.S. Coast Guard’s MARIPARS
report, when compared to the Alternatives proffered in the Supplemental EIS,
would lead one to conclude that Alternative D2 provides the best balance of
interest between various waterways users, while maintaining and even
improving navigation safety, and also preserving the Coast Guard’s ability to
conduct effective search and rescue.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

189-003

In its final MARIPARS report the Coast Guard made three specific
recommendations regarding spacing and layout: 1. Lanes oriented in a
northwest to southeast direction, 0.6 to 0.8NM wide. 2. Lanes oriented in an
east to west direction, INM wide. 3. Lanes oriented in a north to south and
east to west direction, INM wide, to facilitate helicopter search and rescue.
Alternative D2 is the only Alternative in the SEIS that meets all three of the
Coast Guard’s criteria for navigation safety.

Section 2.1.3 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS
and that Alternative D2 is consistent with the study. Section 2.5 of the FEIS
has been added which includes the agency-preferred alternative.

189-004

Notably, the Coast Guard has clearly stated that not only would transit lanes
as proposed in Alternative F fail to preserve navigation safety, such lanes
would actually increase risk and make navigation more dangerous.

Section 3.11.5 of the FEIS includes a discussion of the Final MARIPARS
study.

189-005

Indeed, in its Federal Register notice announcing the availability of its final
MARIPARS report, the Coast Guard stated, and I quote:

“Although these larger navigation corridors may appear to provide more area
for navigation, they actually provide far less area than the numerous corridors
that result from the recommended array and spacing,” that recommended
array and spacing being Alternative D2 in the SEIS.

Section 2.1.3 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS
and that Alternative D2 is consistent with the study.

189-006

Additionally, the Coast Guard goes on to say that transit corridors as
proposed in Alternative F would make “navigation more challenging, [as]

Section 3.11.5 of the FEIS includes a discussion of the Final MARIPARS
study.
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most traffic would then be funneled into the corridors thereby increasing
traffic density and risks for vessel interaction.”

189-007 The Coast Guard further concluded that the spacing and layout as Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
recommended in the MARIPARS report—and as proposed in Alternative alternative.
D2—would “provide sufficient space for certain vessels that fish in the WEA
to continue fishing after the wind farms are constructed.” Moreover, the
Coast Guard found that wider transit lanes, as proposed in Alternative F,
would “largely preclude fishing in the WEA.”

189-008 Lastly, the Coast Guard concluded that an array layout as recommended in  |Section 2.1.3 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS
the MARIPARS report and as proposed in Alternative D2 would “result in  |and that Alternative D2 is consistent with the study. Section 2.5 of the FEIS
the functional equivalent of 231 navigation corridors that can safely has been added which includes the agency-preferred alternative.
accommodate both transits through, and fishing within, the WEA.”

189-009 For these reasons, among many others, Orsted strongly endorses and supports|Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
Alternative D2 over all others. alternative.

189-010 ...I would respectfully remind BOEM that Orsted, Vineyard Wind, and all As stated in the SEIS, and within Section 2.1.5 of the FEIS, the developers’
other leaseholders in the MA/RI WEA have unanimously committed to a agreement was reached in order to avoid irregular transit corridors. This
uniform grid layout, in a north/south orientation, with a minimum 1NM agreement alone has resulted in significant reductions in the area available
spacing between towers, per our joint letter to the U.S. Coast Guard of for offshore wind development.

November 1st, 2019, provided there is no additional requirement to
accommodate transit lanes as proposed in Alternative F.

190-001 It is no small feat to forecast the myriad impacts that the development of a | Thank you for your comment.
new ocean-based renewable resource will have on the human and natural
environment, both positive and negative, but BOEM has largely presented a
comprehensive, thoughtful and data-driven analysis of the reasonably
foreseeable impacts of projected development along the Eastern Seaboard.

190-002 With the completion of the cumulative impact analysis, and establishment of |Table 1.3-1 in Appendix B of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the most
a methodology that can be broadly replicated across all planned offshore recent status of the required environmental permits and consultations for the
wind projects, we urge Secretary Bernhardt to now lift the department’s hold |proposed Project.
on the formal environmental review of projects in the queue.

190-003 We strongly support the adoption of Alternative D2 as the Preferred Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
Alternative for project layout in the Rhode Island/Massachusetts contiguous |alternative.
lease area. As one of the participating developers to the consensus proposal
for a uniform 1nm X Inm east-west grid configuration for these specific
lease areas, we were heartened to see the solid evidence presented in the
SEIS demonstrating the superiority of this approach from a navigational
safety perspective, while still respecting the ability of commercial fishermen
and other navigators to transit in and through our lease area.

190-004 We encourage BOEM to defer to the judgment of the US Coast Guard which, |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

in the context of the recently released final Massachusetts/Rhode Island Port

alternative.
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Access Route Study (MARI PARS), determined that the grid layout pattern
“will result in the functional equivalent of numerous navigation corridors that
can safety accommodate both transits through and fishing within the WEA”
and declined to recommend further formal or informal vessel routing
measures.

190-005 Conversely, we take issue with the SEIS’ findings that Alternative F, Section 2.1.3 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS
contemplating a dedicated 4-mile wide transit corridor, could “technically and that Alternative D2 is consistent with the study.
and economically meet the purpose and need.” As an example, the
Responsible Offshore Development Alliance (RODA) proposal for a 4nm
wide transit lane (the basis for Alternative F)—if adopted and extended to
other projects—would result in the loss of over 50 wind turbine locations
from our South Fork, Revolution, and Sunrise Wind projects that currently
have existing PPA obligations. This equates to nearly a 25% loss in total
wind turbine locations needed to support our state Power Purchase
Agreements. In light of this significant constraint on our developable
footprint and attendant production loss, we believe the SEIS conclusion of
technical and economic feasibility with respect to Alternative F is misplaced.

190-006 It is hard to reconcile the SEIS’s qualitative assessment that future offshore |Section 3.6 of the FEIS has been updated to provide summary projections of
wind development will result only in minor net economic benefits to the regional and national job creation and investment from studies used in the
region, with the study’s recognition of significant new investment in ports analysis for the SEIS as well as additional studies. Although projections
and harbors, manufacturing and other supply chain activities, and workforce |specific to the geographic analysis area are not available, the FEIS uses the
development. Our company alone is in on its way to investing $15 billion larger scale projections to support a reasonable conclusion that impacts on
over the next decade in the U.S. The FEIS should reflect a more favorable  |employment and economic activity within the geographic analysis area
rating of offshore wind as a domestic economic development engine would be moderate beneficial. Section 3.6 of the FEIS has been updated to
consistent with ongoing and planned investments. have a moderate beneficial rating and is a change from the minor beneficial

impact given in the SEIS.

190-007 For many of the cumulative impact parameters considered in the SEIS, As noted in the SEIS, the summary of the Proposed Action and the

BOEM chose not to incorporate widely accepted or legally mandated
mitigation strategies. Thus, the “bottom line” impact of the 22 GW build-out
must be considered a worst-case scenario and not representative of as-
constructed project impacts. The FEIS should place the impact assessment in
proper context.

alternative analyses in this SEIS did not assume that the proposed mitigation
measures discussed in the DEIS would be included to avoid or reduce
potential impacts, but did include those measures voluntarily committed to by
Vineyard Wind as part of the Proposed Action. The SEIS analysis was
performed to addressed the potential impacts of Vineyard Wind 1 Project
along with their voluntarily measures and was not a programmatic EIS. Table
A-5 in Appendix A of the SEIS included best management practices for
future offshore wind activities that future developers may implement, or
BOEM could require. The best management practices were adopted from the
Record of Decision on the 2007 Final Programmatic EIS for Alternative
Energy Development and Production and Alternate Use of Facilities on the
Outer Continental Shelf (MMS 2007). Resource sections of the FEIS include
proposed mitigation, where applicable, and Appendix D of the FEIS, which is
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a summary of all proposed mitigation considered, has also been updated to
include modifications and/or additional mitigation and monitoring measures.
Additional mitigation and monitoring measures may arise from consultations
and coordination with Federal and State resource agencies. These additional
mitigation measures will be considered by decision makers and could be
adopted in the Record of Decision and required as conditions of approval.
Section 2.2.1 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect this information.

190-008 Since the SEIS acknowledges that ongoing climate change would contribute |The FEIS, like the SEIS, addresses the positive climate impacts of the
to cumulative impacts, it is important to re-emphasize the positive climate proposed Project and future offshore wind projects in Section A.8.1. Section
impact that renewable energy provides to terrestrial and marine fauna and A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to include additional benefits of offshore
local communities. For example, Orsted’s Ocean Wind project is expected to |wind to health and climate change.
avoid emissions of over 100 million tons of carbon dioxide, almost 200
thousand tons of sulfur dioxide, and over 80 thousand tons of NOx over the
life of the project. Offshore wind thereby results in a net reduction of
regional air pollution.

190-009 At the same time, we stand ready to help the Northeast recover long-term As was the case for the SEIS and DEIS, the effects of the proposed Project to
from this unprecedented economic crisis by creating thousands of good local |demographics, employment, and economics are addressed in Section 3.6 of
jobs and investing hundreds of millions of dollars in local ports to develop  |the FEIS.
homegrown clean energy that will combat climate change and power our
communities for decades to come.

191-001 I am grateful for the expanded analysis, this is a regional issue not a sub-lease| Thank you for your comment.
scale issue. You have not considered all the foreseeable impacts however,
this is a good start.

192-001 This SEIS is incomplete. An important fact is omitted. According to NOAA's |Avian mortality as a result of domestic feline interactions is not relevant as
West Coast researchers, avian mortality is greater due to domestic feline we are discussing impacts to avian species on the Atlantic OCS. As such, the
activity than to rotary wind energy devices. information relative to the annual avian mortality attributed to domestic

felines was omitted.

193-001 I'm against the building of wind farms without sufficient data to determine | Thank you for your comment.
whether or not they will harm the environment.

194-001 Vineyard Wind alone will generate at least 3,600 jobs and reduce costs for ~ |As was the case for the SEIS and DEIS, the effects of the proposed Project to

ratepayers by an estimated $1.4 billion, according to the Massachusetts
Department of Energy Resources. A recent report from the American Wind
Energy Association found that by 2030, the offshore wind sector will employ
more than 80,000 people from North Carolina to Maine and lead to $25
billion in annual economic output. That kind of economic potential, if
realized, would be a game changer for people in our region and across the
country, the kind of investment that can rebuild communities and create new
opportunities for families.

demographics, employment, and economics are addressed in Section 3.6 of
the FEIS.
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194-002

But just as important as the economics is the effect the development of this
industry will have on our environment and our efforts to reduce the
catastrophic effects of climate change. Coastal communities are at a far
greater risk from climate change, not only due to the impacts of coastal
erosion and severe storms, but also because our economic health is closely
tied to a healthy, stable environment. Vineyard Wind 1 will generate clean,
renewable, cost-effective power for over 400,000 homes and businesses
across the state while reducing carbon emissions by almost 1.7 million tons
per year, the equivalent of taking 325,000 cars off the road.

The FEIS, like the SEIS, addresses the positive climate impacts of the
proposed Project and future offshore wind projects in Section A.8.1.

194-003

In contrast, if the project fails to move forward, the SDEIS outlines the
cataclysmic impact that climate change will have on our oceans, including
ocean acidification, ocean warming, and sea level rise, and other effects that
are likely to contribute or lead to “permanent changes of unknown intensity”
(3-2) to terrestrial and coastal fauna, “the decline of benthic resources with
calcareous shells” (3-14), “noticeable temporary and permanent adverse
impacts” on finfish and invertebrate communities (3-30), “long- term,
possibly high consequence risks to marine mammals (3-38), and “long-term,
high- intensity risk to sea turtles” (3-49).

The FEIS, like the SEIS, addresses the positive climate impacts of the
proposed Project and future offshore wind projects in Section A.8.1.

194-004

[If the project fails to move forward,] we would also see a burgeoning
industry once again stalled, that could shake the confidence of those seeking
the regulatory predictability that leads to a stable, prosperous industry. The
offshore wind industry cannot get off the ground without a clear pathway
forward.

Thank you for your comment.

194-005

Late last year, after hearing from many stakeholders, the developers of the
New England Wind Energy Areas (NE WEA) came together and proposed
uniform, 1 x 1 nautical miles spacing between turbines, a layout that was
recently endorse by the United States Coast Guard (USCG). In the recently
released MARIPARS report, the USCG found that the standard and uniform
grid pattern “would allow for safe navigation and continuity of USCG
missions through seven adjacent wind farm lease areas over more than 1400
square miles of ocean.” (MARIPARS, 33)

Section 2.1.3 of the FEIS has been updated to reflect the Final MARIPARS
and that Alternative D2 is consistent with the study.

194-006

Alternative “F” slashes the generation capacity the Commonwealth and other
New England states have demanded and puts the entire region at risk of not
meeting energy demand even as many of New England’s fossil fuel and
nuclear power plants are retiring. Section 2.2.2 of the SEIS states “the
addition of all six of the 4-nautical mile transit lanes proposed by RODA
would reduce the technical capacity of the Rhode Island and Massachusetts
(RI and MA) Lease Areas by approximately 3,300 MW, which is 500 MW
less than the current state demand for offshore wind in the area” and further

Section 2.1.5 of the SEIS addressed the technical and practical challenges
that could occur in Alternative F were implemented. Therefore, no changes to
the FEIS are warranted.
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“BOEM recognizes that implementation of Alternative F could further erode
project economics and viability.” Implementation of those additional transit
lanes will only further constrain the economic and environmental benefits of
the industry.

194-007 States in our region have set ambitious goals for carbon reduction, and The FEIS, like the SEIS, addresses the positive climate impacts of the
offshore wind is a major component of reaching those goals; in fact, they proposed Project and future offshore wind projects in Section A.8.1.
cannot be reached without this industry.

195-001 [1] appreciate all the effort to minimize noise during build out....The Sections 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, and A.8.3 of the SEIS and Sections 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, and
vibrations generated during operation: Will these vibrations be buffered A.8.3 of the FEIS discussed the potential impacts of WTG operational noise.
somehow to minimize noise that would affect transient and permanent Based on measurements from existing wind farms, BOEM expects no impact
wildlife in the area? What buffering system will be employed? Could noise |of WTG operational noise that would require mitigation. Based on
level exceed levels harmful to surrounding wildlife under certain conditions, |measurements at the Block Island Wind Farm, low frequency noise generated
e.g., high winds, wave action, mechanical noise transmitted down towers by operating turbines reaches ambient levels at 164 feet (50 meters; Miller
from gearbox? and Potty 2017). Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

196-001 I believe that alternative G is not a responsible action as there are many Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
devastating consequences of using our existing energy strategy and reliance |alternative.
on fossil fuels. First, all fossil fuels are more impactful to the environment
than alternative energy supplies, notably wind power. They are emitting
greenhouse gases which are warming our oceans, raising their levels and
turning them more acidic. Both of these pose a much greater threat to our
fishing industry than a well organized set of offshore turbines. Second, unlike
off-shore drilling for oil, once built, there is little to no risk to the
environment. Both oil and gas drilling operations have been permitted in
ecologically sensitive areas and we have seen the devastation when those
have had leaks and spills. Wind power does not have any danger of ongoing
ecological devastation.

196-002 It is important to note that states who have clean energy goals, like Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
Massachusetts, cannot achieve those if the spacing of the turbines are alternative.
reduced beyond the proposed 1x1 nm grid....The Coast Guard has
determined that having multiple, predictable lanes to shore is far more
effective for safe passage than 6 specific lanes which are 4 nm apart. As such,

Alternative F is not a viable solution and should be abandoned.

196-003 Lastly, we are all aware that burning fossil fuels emits pollutants. These Section 3.7.1 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the health impacts of
cause respiratory problems, notably asthma, which kills many people fossil fuel consumption and resulting degraded air quality on different racial
prematurely every year. The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us that groups, as well as different income groups, as well as benefits from reduction
anything that compromises our breathing and health should be avoided. This |of fossil fuel power generation displaced by offshore wind energy (including
is especially true for disadvantaged communities where they have been the proposed Project and other projects).
affected at an even greater rate. Approving this project will go a long way
towards reducing the health impacts upon these communities.
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197-001 Please know [that the Vineyard Wind 1 Project would be] detrimental to our |Section 3.4.2 of the SEIS discussed the likely effects on finfish, invertebrates,
fishing livelihoods. No research has been done on how 14MW will affect the |and EFH and Section 3.11.2 discussed likely effects on commercial fisheries
fish that call that fragile ecosystem home. and for-hire recreational fishing. A stock-specific analysis is beyond the

scope of this EIS and is not essential to a reasoned choice among alternatives.
The data used are the best available and reflect the state of the science at the
time of publication of the EIS. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
BOEM continues to fund studies to address concerns raised in public
comments (https://www.boem.gov/environment/environmental-
studies/renewable-energy-research).

197-002 Vineyard Wind is creating artificial structures that will draw predatory fish. |Section 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect on finfish and the potential

attraction of predatory fish. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

197-003 With all the electricity running through the ground, the highly alert forage Sections 3.3 and 3.4 of the SEIS addressed the potential impacts of EMF on
fish will move on. finfish and invertebrates and determined that the impacts would be negligible

to minor. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

197-004 If I was to have a collision with one of the eight hundred foot structures, I Section 3.11.2 of the FEIS discusses impacts due to the presence of
think we would lose that battle. structures. With implementation of the self-imposed measures by Vineyard

Wind described in Section 3.11.2, non-Project vessels transiting between the
Proposed Action ports and through the WDA would be able to avoid
Proposed Action vessels and structures though routine adjustments to
navigation. Sections 3.11.1, 3.11.2, 3.11.4, and 3.11.5 discuss navigational
safety. The impacts of a vessels allision with a WTG or ESP foundation on
that vessel and crew have been considered in assigning the impact ratings.

197-005 We have just put on a new fourteen thousand dollar Furuno Radar and I am  |Section 3.11.2 of the FEIS includes a discussion of potential radar
still not confident that it won't be messed up with a false echo from the interference. The Final MARIPARS (USCG 2020) concluded that general
windmill. mitigation measures, such as properly trained radar operators, properly

installed and adjusted vessel equipment, marked wind turbines, and the use of]
AIS all enable safe navigation with minimal loss of radar detection.

197-006 If you were to build these structures, I am not certain I would be able to fish |Section 3.11 of the SEIS discussed how development in a Wind Lease Area
around them anymore. After thirty summers of fishing in this area, we will  |could cause fishing vessel relocation, increased conflict, increased operating
have to tie up because we no longer have a summer off shore fishery. costs, and lower revenue. Section 3.10 and 3.11 of the FEIS discuss impacts

from offshore wind development to vessel navigation and maneuverability.
Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
197-007 Lastly, with our net, doors and sensors we have sixty thousand dollars in the |Section 3.11 of the SEIS discussed the impacts from offshore wind

water behind the boat. If we were to lose our gear in one of your cables or
structures, that could put us out of business.

development on commercial fisheries, including impacts from the presence of]
structures on fishing gear, and Vineyard Wind's voluntary financial
compensation measures for potential gear loss. Sections 3.10.2, 3.10.8, and
Appendix D of the FEIS were updated to discuss potential mitigation
measures. BOEM believes that measures proposed in the COP and enforced
through terms and conditions of approval are sufficient to avoid interactions
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between fisheries gear and cable infrastructure. This includes a target burial
depth of 5 feet (1.5 meters), cable inspection surveys, and a Distributed
Temperature System on the export cable that will monitor if burial conditions
have deteriorated or changed significantly and remedial actions are
warranted. Additionally Vineyard Wind is required to submit an as-built
cable installation report that will include location and burial depth.

198-001 The 1x1 pattern that all developers in the north east have jointly committed to|Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
is more accommodating to marine traffic than any offshore wind farm in the |alternative.
world and has been signed off by the US Coast Guard. The additional 4x4
navigational channels are unnecessary and will only further delay and reduce
the positive economic and environmental benefits. Potentially this could
scuttle some or all of the proposed projects and set us back another decade.

198-002 Europe figured this out in the 90's. The fact that the United States is still Thank you for your comment.
tripping over itself in 2020 is extremely frustrating. We're now in the third
decade of talking about offshore wind as if it's akin to landing a man on
Mars. The benefits are clear and vastly outweigh the negatives. The rest of
the world is making this happen.

198-003 Please agree to the proposed 1x1 pattern and let these projects move forward. |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
American jobs and alternative.

American lives are on the line.

199-001 I have always said it's a dumb idea to put anything out in the ocean. Salt BOEM is evaluating Vineyard Wind's COP which is for the development of
water destroys everything. Wires especially, much less any other moving an 800-MW offshore wind farm and the potential impacts associated with
parts. Why not put the turbines at Interstate off-ramps? There is at least an  |their action.
acre or two at each one. You could put them all the way across the country.

They would be close to the population of people that could use the electricity.
They would be easy to access. They wouldn't be in SALT WATER. They
would need less maintenance due to no SALT WATER. They would be less
expensive to build and operate. BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ON SALT
WATER 20 MILES OFF SHORE. And they would be closer to the PEOPLE
THAT NEED THE ELECTRICITY much more than just the people at THE
COAST .

200-001 We urge BOEM to approve the Vineyard Wind Project with the preferred Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
"D2" option (1 nautical mile spacing) without delay. alternative.

200-002 We know the technology and cost for wind power has improved dramatically |Thank you for your comment.

over the past decade. We know first-hand, that project delays make that
power more expensive to our ratepayers. We also recognize that the
Massachusetts and surrounding offshore wind resource has the unique
potential to supply much more electrical energy to the region and potentially
more than our state currently uses. Wind power complements our states solar
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resources with strong winter and nighttime performance. The project
promises to help decarbonize our industry, our building HVAC, and our
transportation infrastructure by electrification.

200-003 To meet the requirements of the Global Warming Solutions Act (GWSA), the| Thank you for your comment.
power sector in Massachusetts must move continuously towards an overall
decarbonization....Municipal Light Departments will need to improve their
non-carbon emitting portfolio in the coming years and need options like
Vineyard Wind to displace natural gas generation and the potential retirement
of Millstone Nuclear as early as 2025.

200-004 The offshore wind project of Vineyard Wind offers very important potential |Job projections for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project are provided in Section 3.6.2
for Massachusetts municipal utilities as a primary source of future energy for |of the FEIS, and were also provided in the DEIS. This section also includes
all New England that also will provide many jobs. Vineyard Wind's contribution to the security and resiliency of the local

energy supply as a beneficial impact of offshore wind, with the same
conclusions as the SEIS.

200-005 New England has used natural gas to displace coal, but our New England Thank you for your comment.
grid must start the transition off natural gas and offshore wind is one of the
few resources that can make that possible in the timeframe we need.

201-001 What will the impact be upon the natural ocean life in the waters surrounding |Chapter 3 of the SEIS and FEIS address the potential impacts to resources,
these offshore wind facilities? including ocean life.

202-001 We can no longer afford to delay this project while we foolishly pay higher |Thank you for your comment.
rates for forms of energy that pollute the air we breathe and that contribute
daily to the ravages of climate change.

203-001 Wind turbines kill birds and bats and insects - in killing the insects the blades |Section A.8.3.2 provides an updated discussion of bird use of the Atlantic
invite insect eating birds to their death Flyway along the North American Atlantic Coast. Within the Atlantic

Flyway, much of the bird activity is concentrated along the coastline
concentrated along the coastline (Watts 2010). Waterbirds use a corridor
between the coast and several kilometers out onto the OCS, while land birds
tend to use a wider corridor extending from the coastline to tens of kilometers
inland (Watts 2010). Additionally, as depicted in Figures A.8.3-1 and A.8.3-2
in the SEIS, total avian abundance for species with high collision sensitivity
and displacement sensitivity are low in the proposed Vineyard Wind 1
Project area, as well as within all of the offshore wind lease areas on the
Atlantic OCS. As such, collision and displacement impacts are expected to be
low. Additionally, as cited in the SEIS, many of the species that exhibited
high avoidance rates in the Skov et al. (2018) study are same species that
were modeled as part of the analysis in the SEIS.

203-002 Wind turbines are placed in the migratory bird paths which lead to the bird's |Section A.8.3.2 provides an updated discussion of bird use of the Atlantic

death

Flyway along the North American Atlantic Coast. Within the Atlantic

Flyway, much of the bird activity is concentrated along the coastline
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concentrated along the coastline (Watts 2010). Waterbirds use a corridor
between the coast and several kilometers out onto the OCS, while land birds
tend to use a wider corridor extending from the coastline to tens of kilometers
inland (Watts 2010). Additionally, as depicted in Figures A.8.3-1 and A.8.3-2
in the SEIS, total avian abundance for species with high collision sensitivity
and displacement sensitivity are low in the proposed Vineyard Wind 1
Project area, as well as within all of the offshore wind lease areas on the
Atlantic OCS. As such, collision and displacement impacts are expected to be
low. Additionally, as cited in the SEIS, many of the species that exhibited
high avoidance rates in the Skov et al. (2018) study are same species that
were modeled as part of the analysis in the SEIS.

203-003

Wind turbines affect the navigation systems of whales and dolphins leading
to their deaths

Sections 3.5.1 and 3.5.2 of the SEIS discussed the potential impacts of EMF
on marine mammals. As discussed, modeled and measured magnetic fields
from AC cables buried to a depth of 3 feet would emit detectable fields up to
82 feet above the cable and 79 feet along the sea floor. Vineyard Wind
proposes to bury Project cables to a depth of 5-8 feet, providing greater
shielding and reducing field detection distances. Additional discussion of the
uncertainty regarding the individual and/or population level impacts of EMF
on marine mammals was provided in Appendix H of the SEIS. Given the
extremely localized nature of the potential EMF related impacts exposure is
expected to be low. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.

203-004

Wind turbines cause infrasound affecting animals, sea life, birds, and humans

Section 3.3.7.3, 3.3.8.3, of the DEIS and Section 3.5.1 of the SEIS discussed
the expected distance that noise associated with operational WTGS would
reach ambient levels. Based on measurements at the Block Island Wind
Farm, low frequency noise generated by operating turbines reaches ambient
levels at 164 feet (50 meters; Miller and Potty 2017). Therefore, no change to
the FEIS is warranted.

203-005

Wind turbines make money for foreign companies not the state or country in
which they put the turbine

The SEIS relied on projections of employment, economic activity, local/state
tax revenues, known investment in local ports and job programs, and grants
to local communities and organizations, to reach a reasonable conclusions of
beneficial impact within the geographic analysis area. Section 3.6.1.1 of the
FEIS has been updated to include additional information on ongoing port
facility improvements and projections of economic investment. The
projections support reasonable conclusions that offshore wind would support
jobs and businesses within the geographic analysis area.

203-006

Wind turbines do not create hundreds of local jobs

The SEIS relied on projections of employment, economic activity, local/state
tax revenues, known investment in local ports and job programs, and grants
to local communities and organizations, to reach a reasonable conclusions of

beneficial impact within the geographic analysis area. Section 3.6.1.1 of the
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FEIS has been updated to include additional information on ongoing port
facility improvements and projections of economic investment. The
projections support reasonable conclusions that offshore wind would support
jobs and businesses within the geographic analysis area.

203-007

Wind turbines cost consumers millions of dollars in fees to pay for the
subsidies given to foreign

companies. Wind turbines increase the cost of electricity threefold making
the countries in which it prevails energy poor. Wind turbines cost rate payers
money in subsidies when they are forced to stop running

The SEIS relied on projections of employment, economic activity, local/state
tax revenues, known investment in local ports and job programs, and grants
to local communities and organizations, to reach a reasonable conclusions of
beneficial impact within the geographic analysis area. Section 3.6.1.1 of the
FEIS has been updated to include additional information on ongoing port
facility improvements and projections of economic investment. The
projections support reasonable conclusions that offshore wind would support
jobs and businesses within the geographic analysis area. The analysis of
employment and economic impacts within the geographic analysis area is
valid regardless of federal and state subsidies. Ratepayer costs depend on
numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.

203-008

Wind turbines are not green - they use more fossil fuel than they save

New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.

203-009

Wind turbines use rare earth minerals which are mined in inhumane
conditions and cause much pollution
where they are mined

Thank you for your comment.

203-010

Wind turbines cause health problems in humans

New information quantifying averted emissions using AVERT relative to
existing power generation has been added to Section A.8.2.1 of the FEIS.

203-011

Wind turbines cause flicker on nearby properties

The FEIS does not address flicker because the Vineyard Wind turbines, being
at least 14 miles offshore, would be too far from shore to cause flicker for
observers on land. This effect could be experienced by mariners who are
much closer to the turbines than the closest coastline.

203-012

Wind turbines drive fish away and affect the commercial and recreational
fishing industry

Section 3.4 and 3.11 of the SEIS discuss the impacts from offshore wind
development on finfish and commercial and for-hire recreational fisheries,
including impacts from noise, anchoring, new cable emplacement and
maintenance, vessel traffic, and the presence of structures. Therefore, no
change to the FEIS is warranted.

203-013

Wind turbines cause havoc to shipping lanes

Sections 3.11.2 thru 3.11.5 of the FEIS discuss impacts to vessel traffic. The
major ports in the vicinity of the WDA include the ProvPort, Fall River, New
Bedford, and Davisville. The primary vessel traffic and commercial shipping
lanes serving these ports are outside of the WDA (COP Volume III, Section
5.5.1, Appendix III-I; Epsilon 2020a).

203-014

Wind turbines affect the ability of radar to predict severe weather

Section 3.12 of the FEIS has been updated to specify that weather radar
systems were included in the analysis of the Proposed Action, and that the
Proposed Action is not anticipated to impact weather radar systems. The
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FEIS was also updated to 1) Include references to FAA Order JO 7400.2M,
(FAA 2019) which implements procedures for conducting acronautical
studies per 14 CFR Part 77, and requires an obstruction evaluation to
consider "physical, electromagnetic, or line-of-sight interference on existing
or proposed air navigation, communications, radar, and control systems
facilities" and provides specific requirements for such an analysis, and to 2)
Clarify that BOEM assumes offshore project proponents would conduct radar
studies in coordination with BOEM's Information Guidelines for a
Renewable Energy Construction and Operations Plan (COP) issued May 27,
2020 and the requirements of 30 CFR 585.621, and these radar studies would
identify potential impacts and mitigation to weather radar systems. To
develop the information in the FEIS, BOEM relied on the FAA's DOD
Preliminary Screening Tool which indicates that the Proposed Action and
other offshore wind facilities in the RI and MA Lease Areas are unlikely to
impact NEXRAD radar systems; prior FAA determinations for WTGs up to
696 feet for the Proposed Action and up to 1,049 feet for other offshore wind
projects in the RI and MA Lease Areas; and Vineyard Wind's project-specific
radar evaluations included in the COP (COP Volume III, Section 7.9.2.1.2,
Figure 7.9-1; Epsilon 2020a).

203-015

Wind turbines affect the ability of the military to adequately protect our

shores

Section 3.12 of the FEIS addresses potential impacts to military and national
security uses and radar systems and includes updates to clarify information
provided in the DEIS and SEIS. BOEM coordinates with the Department of
Defense and the U.S. Coast Guard throughout the process of identifying
leasing area and approving the COP in order to identify and minimize
conflicts with military and national security concerns.

203-016

Wind turbines will limit the areas in which boats can travel for fear of

collisions with the Wind turbine's bases

Section 3.11.2 of the FEIS discusses impacts due to the presence of
structures. With implementation of the self-imposed measures by Vineyard
Wind described in Section 3.11.2, non-Project vessels transiting between the
Proposed Action ports and the WDA would be able to avoid Proposed Action
vessels and restricted safety zones (if USCG establishes any such zones
within 12 nm of the coast) through routine adjustments to navigation.

203-017

Wind turbines will leak oil into the ocean

Section A.8.2.2 of the SEIS addressed the potential for accidental releases
and discharges associated with the proposed Project. Therefore, no change to
the FEIS is warranted.

203-018

Wind turbine blades are not recyclable and cause much havoc at landfills

As described in Section 2.1.1.3 of the FEIS, pursuant to 30 CFR Part 585 and
other BOEM requirements, Vineyard Wind would be required to remove or
decommission all installations and clear the seabed of all obstructions created
by the proposed Project. Vineyard Wind would need to obtain separate and
subsequent approval from BOEM to retire any portion of the Proposed
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Action in place. If the COP is approved or approved with modifications,
Vineyard Wind would have to submit a bond that would be held by the U.S.
government to cover the cost of decommissioning the entire facility. This
explanation has been added to Section 2.1.1.3 of the FEIS.

203-019 Wind turbines will destroy the pristine view from our shores for the Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been updated to address new visual
foreseeable future affecting the economy of every seaside resort simulations and night sky impacts. Vineyard Wind has committed to use

ADLS at night to greatly reduce nighttime impacts of aviation lighting.
Vineyard Wind would also use white or light grey paint color as described in
Appendix D to reduce visibility against the horizon. New visual simulations
provide views of the 14 MW WTGs as well as simulations for Vineyard
Wind 1 wind turbines combined with other offshore wind development. The
simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-
cumulative-visual-assessment. Research findings that address the impacts on
coastal tourism were provided in the DEIS and Section 3.10.1 and 3.10.2 of
the SEIS, and have been carried forward into the FEIS.

203-020 Instead of wasting billions of dollars and adversely affecting millions of BOEM is evaluating Vineyard Wind's COP which is for the development of
people and thousands of businesses, might I suggest you put the money into |an 800-MW offshore wind farm and the potential impacts associated with
enhancing the solar energy capabilities with more research. When that their action.
research produces an effective solar energy producing system, install that
system on every roof in every seaside town and every roof in the sunbelt
region. The panels or solar shingles or solar paint will not do the harm that
the wind turbines will do. The solar panels will not have to be paid not to turn
on in high winds. The solar panels will not harm migrating birds, bats, or
ocean wildlife. Solar panels will not harm humans.

203-021 Or better yet, put those billions of dollars into Fusion Technology. BOEM is evaluating Vineyard Wind's COP which is for the development of
https://www.sciencefocus.com/futuretechnology/meet-the-renegades- an 800-MW offshore wind farm and the potential impacts associated with
building-a-nuclear-fusion-reactor-in-your-neighbourhood/) That is the future. |their action.

Clean. And immensely powerful. Don't waste my money nor yours on an
unreliable, environmentally unfriendly, energy like wind energy.

204-001 Individually and collectively, state policymakers are making significant and |Section 1.7.1 of the SEIS included a detailed overview of the future of
long-term commitments to the development of a U.S.- based offshore wind  |offshore wind in the United States on the Atlantic OCS.
market. Taken together, the U.S. now represents a nearly 30 GW market
through 2035 based strictly on the procurement commitments that are already
enshrined in state law.

204-002 As part of our U.S. build-out, Orsted has already pledged nearly $500M The FEIS is for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project, and therefore identifies major

towards port facilities at State Pier in New London, CT; Tradepoint Atlantic
in Baltimore, MD; Port Jefferson, NY; and Atlantic City, NJ. These ports
will serve the diverse needs of the industry for component manufacturing,
staging and O&M.

planned improvements to ports within the geographic analysis area for the
Vineyard Wind 1 Project. It does not include information on specific offshore
wind investments outside the geographic analysis area for Vineyard Wind 1,
such as ports in Connecticut, New Jersey, or Maryland. Section 3.6.1.1 of the
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FEIS has been updated to include additional information on national
projections of employment and economic activity resulting from Atlantic
coast offshore wind installation. These general projections are used to draw
reasonable conclusions about anticipated economic impact within the
geographic analysis area.

204-003 Recent commitments by the State of New Jersey for the establishment of a | The geographic analysis area for demographics, employment, and economics
dedicated offshore wind port adjacent to the Hope Creek nuclear facility; and |was shown in Figure A.7-7 of the SEIS and has not been changed for the
New York’s imminent $200M RFP for harbor facilities demonstrate the scale |FEIS. New Jersey and New York port improvements are not within the
and seriousness of this investment. Investments like this will create thousands|geographic analysis area for the Vineyard 1 Project. Specific projects outside
of jobs, stimulate coastal economies and revitalize U.S. port infrastructure.  |the geographic analysis area were not included in the analysis for the

proposed Project; however, the Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been revised
to include additional information on national projections of employment and
economic activity resulting from Atlantic coast offshore wind installation.
These general projections are used to draw reasonable conclusions about
anticipated economic impact within the geographic analysis area.

204-004 Offshore wind procurements including local content requirements are The geographic analysis area for demographics, employment, and economics
spurring significant investment in a domestic U.S. supply chain. A prominent |was shown in Figure A.7-7 of the SEIS and has not been changed for the
example of this is Orsted’s recently announced partnership with EEW, one of |[FEIS. New Jersey and New York port improvements are not within the
the world’s leading producers of steel monopiles, to establish the first U.S.- |geographic analysis area for the Vineyard 1 Project. Specific projects outside
based offshore wind-related manufacturing facility. This plant, to be located |the geographic analysis area were not included in the analysis for the
in South Jersey, will be dedicated to the fabrication of foundations for the proposed Project; however, the Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been revised
U.S. and global offshore market. As U.S-based and foreign suppliers become |to include additional information on national projections of employment and
convinced of the durability and scalability of the U.S. OSW market, they will |economic activity resulting from Atlantic coast offshore wind installation.
make the necessary investment in local factories, people, and inventory to These general projections are used to draw reasonable conclusions about
support a robust, homegrown supply chain rather than incur the high shipping|anticipated economic impact within the geographic analysis area.
costs, logistical issues and trade risks associated with sourcing good
overseas.

204-005 The efficient build-out of offshore wind farms will require fit-for-purpose Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in
installation vessels that are U.S. constructed, flagged, and crewed. Dominion [Section 3.6 of the FEIS.

Energy has recently confirmed that it is leading a consortium of investors
who will commission the U.S.’s first dedicated installation vessel at a cost of
approximately $500 million. Other specialized vessels will be required, such
as the purpose-built Crew Transfer Vessels commissioned by Orsted in 2019
to ferry workers from shore to the wind energy area for construction, and
long-term operation and maintenance.
204-006 Offshore wind development is expected to spur the creation of high quality, |Economics and employment were addressed in Section 3.7 of the SEIS and in

high wage jobs. These comprise skilled jobs in the construction trades as well
as more permanent jobs for the operation and maintenance of the wind farm
over its 35+ year expected life. A study by the Workforce Development

Section 3.6 of the FEIS.

K-717



Vineyard Wind 1 Offshore Wind Energy Project—FEIS

Appendix K—Public Comments and Responses

Index Comment Text Response
Number
Institute found that 74 different occupations, including electricians,
ironworkers, and welders are needed during the various stages of planning,
development and operations of offshore wind farms. Orsted is committed to
supporting skills development and safety training to stand up a U.S. OSW
workforce.

204-007 The building of a homegrown U.S. offshore wind industry will require capital|Section 3.6 of the FEIS provides summary projections of regional and
investment of tremendous breadth and depth. These investments are already |national job creation and investment from studies used in the analysis for the
underway. While the SEIS recognizes this trend, it nonetheless concludes SEIS as well as additional studies. Although projections specific to the
that the overall economic impact will be minor. It is hard to reconcile this geographic analysis area are not available, the FEIS uses the larger scale
qualitative assessment with the body of the report and the public record. We |projections to support a reasonable conclusion that impacts on employment
respectfully request that BOEM reconsider this finding and assign an impact |and economic activity within the geographic analysis area would be moderate
rating commensurate with the major domestic investments made and beneficial. This is a revision from the minor beneficial impact given in the
contemplated by the industry, including but not limited to those identified in |SEIS.
the body of the SEIS.

205-001 My only concern is seabirds. In Oregon we have hundreds of windmills Section A.8.3.2 provides an updated discussion of bird use of the Atlantic
providing power along the Columbia River. These windmills are necessary, |Flyway along the North American Atlantic Coast. Within the Atlantic
but there is no question they represent a hazard to birds, in particular eagles. I |Flyway, much of the bird activity is concentrated along the coastline
would hope that these windmills are going to be far from the flyways for concentrated along the coastline (Watts 2010). Waterbirds use a corridor
migrating birds, to minimize such loss. between the coast and several kilometers out onto the OCS, while land birds

tend to use a wider corridor extending from the coastline to tens of kilometers
inland (Watts 2010). Additionally, as depicted in Figures A.8.3-1 and A.8.3-2
in the SEIS, total avian abundance for species with high collision sensitivity
and displacement sensitivity are low in the proposed Vineyard Wind 1
Project area, as well as within all of the offshore wind lease areas on the
Atlantic OCS. As such, collision and displacement impacts are expected to be
low. Additionally, as cited in the SEIS, many of the species that exhibited
high avoidance rates in the Skov et al. (2018) study are same species that
were modeled as part of the analysis in the SEIS.

206-001 I write in support of the expedient permitting of Vineyard Wind 1...We are  |Thank you for your comment.

decades behind in pursuing responsibly sited offshore renewables, and a
decade of work has gone into the siting, surveying and leasing of the waters
off southern New England. Further delay or unnecessary, late-issued
restrictions will clearly threaten this and future projects, as stated explicitly in
the Supplemental EIS... If we further hinder this industry from a regulatory
perspective, we will continue to stand still on addressing climate change
(which poses grave threats to our oceans as well as nearly every other
environmental resource on the planet), but we will also fail to capture the
energy, economic and employment benefits that would come with embracing
this new important maritime industry.
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206-002

[1] support the compromise layout endorsed by the US coast guard, that will
facilitate shared use of the oceans.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

207-001

In Massachusetts, offshore wind is the largest renewable energy resource we
have. In 2018, Environment Massachusetts Research & Policy Center
released a report, Wind Power to Spare: The Enormous Energy Potential of
Atlantic Offshore Wind, documenting the potential for offshore wind energy
along the Atlantic coast. Our report found that Massachusetts has the highest
offshore wind potential of any state in the nation. Massachusetts’ technical
potential for offshore wind is equivalent to more than 19 times the state’s
annual electricity consumption. Even if our heating and transportation are
converted to electric power — a trend that is already underway, and a
necessary step toward decarbonizing our economy and preventing the worst
impacts of global warming — offshore wind will still be sufficient to power
Massachusetts eight times over. Massachusetts’ offshore wind resources,
along with our potential for other forms of renewable energy like solar, give
us confidence that a future powered by 100 percent clean, renewable energy
is feasible. When we achieve 100 percent renewable energy, our air will be
cleaner, our communities will be healthier, and we’ll be doing our part to
avoid devastating climate change.

Thank you for your comment.

207-002

In Massachusetts, public support for clean energy is strong, and state and
local officials are responding to this support with ambitious commitments. In
2016, state officials passed a law committing to 1,600 megawatts of offshore
wind energy within 10 years. Two years later, legislators opened the door to
doubling that commitment to 3,200 megawatts, and Governor Baker
promised he would do so.

Thank you for your comment.

207-003

As the SEIS says, Vineyard Wind and other proposed offshore wind projects
will help Massachusetts and other East Coast states to reduce their reliance
on polluting fossil fuels. Once completed, the Vineyard Wind project will
produce approximately 6 percent of the electricity consumed in
Massachusetts while avoiding 1.6 million tons of carbon dioxide annually,
the equivalent of taking 325,000 cars off the road. The project will also result
in a significant reduction in other pollutants, like nitrogen oxides and sulfur
dioxide, that harm public health.

Thank you for your comment.

207-004

Vineyard Wind has shown a commitment to building a cooperative
relationship with the project’s host communities. Vineyard Wind is
partnering with Vineyard Power, an energy cooperative, to ensure that
residents of Martha’s Vineyard experience the economic benefits of offshore
wind. The company has also committed to significant investments in

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to reference the cooperative
agreement between Vineyard Wind and Vineyard Power. This section also
includes information from the DEIS on the grants that would be provided by
Vineyard Wind for communities in southeastern Massachusetts.
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renewable energy and resiliency in communities throughout Southeastern
Massachusetts.

208-001 I have been going to meeting about the wind farms for years and no one can |As described in Section 2.1.1.3 of the FEIS, pursuant to 30 CFR Part 585 and
adequately answer my questions about decommissioning. I am also surprised |other BOEM requirements, Vineyard Wind would be required to remove or
the social justice warriors and the environmental activists sit quietly when the |decommission all installations and clear the seabed of all obstructions created
subject of decommissioning comes up. If this project was on land they would |by the proposed Project. Vineyard Wind would need to obtain separate and
be screaming for enough bond monies to cover decommissioning and subsequent approval from BOEM to retire any portion of the Proposed
returning the soil to its previous unmolested state; not here! I believe there  |Action in place. If the COP is approved or approved with modifications,
will never be enough money bonded to cover the decommissioning so I Vineyard Wind would have to submit a bond that would be held by the U.S.
suggest that if the company in charge of decommissioning defaults, the government to cover the cost of decommissioning the entire facility. This
electric companies that purchased the power be responsible for finishing the |explanation has been added to Section 2.1.1.3 of the FEIS.
decommissioning. I was told in a meeting in RI that the five turbines outside
of Block Island will not be removed, just the base will be cut 35 feet below
the water line and everything else stays. These wind farms will change the
ecosystem and the damage will be forever.

208-002 There is no science to prove or disprove any claims or speculations made by |BOEM intends to assess the impact to fisheries with each project based on
fishermen as to what will happen. BOEM should do a study so we have a actual experiences with previous projects. Currently there are two
valid baseline, which means we should a moratorium for five years. demonstration-scale offshore wind facilities in the U.S., and the Vineyard

Wind 1 project would be the first commercial scale project to provide
valuable information to future assessments.

209-001 To reduce the amount of CO2, to reduce the drilling for oil, to reduce Thank you for your comment.
fracking should be our paramount goal. VW offers a clean energy source that
will provide, not only jobs, but electricity for 400,00 homes and businesses.

It will be a role model for other energy developers who trail behind their
endeavor. It's the wave of the future staring us in the face and it needs to be
given the green light to move forward.

209-002 Their proposal to allow fishing between the turbines is unlike anything done |Thank you for your comment.
in Europe. Allowing them to be 1 nautical mile apart seems reasonable
enough for any fishing vessel to navigate safely.

210-001 With Climate Change bearing down on us rapidly, New England expected to |Thank you for your comment.
see higher and more rapid temperature rises, more extreme precipitation
events than the rest of the country, stronger hurricanes, more extreme wind
events, and sea-level rise. Therefore, obtaining electricity from a carbon free
source such as wind power, which reduces carbon emissions, and thus
reduces the pace of climate change, is terribly important.

210-002 In Marblehead, our Municipal Light Department, which supplies our Thank you for your comment.

electricity, is eager to be able to purchase reasonably priced electricity from
renewable sources. Local resources are so constrained that we only have 12%
Renewable Energy in our portfolio, as well as 26% nuclear. We purchase our
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power through PSA and PPA's through MMWEC, Mass Municipal
Wholesale Electric Corp. MMWEC needs wind options to provide its 22
Muni Light Plant members and currently it has only one small, land-based
wind power source, Hancock Wind, which is built out as much as the
location and land area allow, so we are all eagerly awaiting Vineyard Wind
as an additional option. Sustainable Marblehead has taken the lead to pass a
Warrant Article at Town Meeting in 2018, committing the Town to 100%
carbon free energy. Many other towns in the Boston area including Natick,
Arlington, Melrose, Concord, Wellesley, Belmont are all actively pursuing
zero carbon emissions goals by 2040. This goal is more aggressive than
Governor Baker's 2050 goal for Massachusetts. To reach these goals, all
these communities will need more renewable energy sources in their
portfolio. Therefore, we need more sources of renewable energy, and most of
the communities in eastern Massachusetts are too densely populated to have
the land area, for either land based wind-power, or solar at utility scale. Thus
the offshore wind project of Vineyard Wind holds a very important potential
for Massachusetts.

210-003

I would urge that you adopt Proposed Action Alternative D1, for 3 reasons:
1) Surveying work that was done, to engineer turbine anchors for each unique
location, resulted in some WTG not being in strict East West configuration,
but all will have 1 nautical mile (NM) spacing.

2) The US Coast Guard has reviewed these alternatives, and has endorsed the
1x1 NM layout of Alternative D1, without need for additional transit lanes or
strict East West layout.

3) Other alternatives such as E and F, would result in reducing the generating
potential of Vineyard Wind, below what is needed and what would be
financially feasible.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

211-001

The wind farms will be built by foreign companies, with foreign workers ,
and with foreign boats. The wind farm companies will circumvent the Jones
Act. The profits will also go to Europe. Once again America loses. The
number of American jobs generated is overinflated and not based on reality.

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS references several studies that provide projections
of economic investment from offshore wind. The numbers of estimated jobs
shown in the FEIS are only domestic jobs, and for the Vineyard Wind 1
Project are specifically jobs in Massachusetts. Referenced studies incorporate
varying projections of foreign versus domestic economic activity, depending
upon the anticipated growth of the domestic offshore wind supply chain, and
the FEIS consistently uses the base or lower projections of domestic
economic activity in arriving at conclusions. Consideration of the nationality
of the applicants is not required under NEPA and is not necessary to support
the findings in Section 3.6.1.1.

212-001

The damage caused by our fossil fuel use has brought us to the edge of
catastrophic consequences. If we are to successfully reduce and mitigate this
threat, we have to move forward aggressively by developing clean, renewable

Thank you for your comment.
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energy sources now. While navigational safety, healthy oceans, protection of
migratory birds, and the tourism industry are all priorities, the wind farm
represents a way to improve the health of our planet.

212-002

One of the most disruptive impacts of wind farm development on the ocean's
ecosystems is caused by the construction phase. Later, however, fish and
other sea life return as the turbine foundations act as artificial reefs that
support many layers of the ocean's food chain.

Section 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect on finfish. Therefore, no
change to the FEIS is warranted.

212-003

The Coast Guard's recommended 1.2 mile spacing between turbines will
ensure navigational safety for fishermen and other vessels.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

212-004

The proposed density of turbines will allow for substantial energy
production.

Thank you for your comment.

213-001

I firmly believe that we need to increase our usage of renewable energy,
while simultaneously decreasing our usage of fossil fuels. The
Supplementary Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) covered an
expanded cumulative impact study for up to 22,000 MW of offshore wind
development. That is the equivalent of a fully built-out market and is
approximately twenty-five projects similar in scale to Vineyard Wind's
proposed project. Vineyard Wind 1 will produce 800MW of clean energy
which will help Massachusetts reach its Clean Energy Standards. This wind
farm will also produce enough clean energy to power 400,000 homes.
Vineyard Wind 1 will also save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energy
costs during the first 20 years of the project.

Thank you for your comment.

213-002

I hope BOEM permits this wind farm to move forward without any delay
and to select Alternative D2.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

214-001

I firmly believe that we need to increase our usage of renewable energy,
while simultaneously decreasing our usage of fossil fuels. The
Supplementary Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) covered an
expanded cumulative impact study for up to 22,000 MW of offshore wind
development. That is the equivalent of a fully built-out market and is
approximately twenty-five projects similar in scale to Vineyard Wind's
proposed project. Vineyard Wind 1 will produce 800MW of clean energy
which will help Massachusetts reach its Clean Energy Standards. This wind
farm will also produce enough clean energy to power 400,000 homes.
Vineyard Wind 1 will also save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energy
costs during the first 20 years of the project.

Thank you for your comment.

214-002

Particularly in the aftermath of COVID with the high level of unemployment,
this wind farm is needed all the more...Permitting this wind farm to continue
progressing without delay will allow these benefits to be realized sooner!

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS provides estimated job creation in Massachusetts
resulting from the Vineyard Wind 1 Project. Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has
been updated to provide additional information and analyses of projected
national job creation from Atlantic coast offshore wind development.
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214-003 [ urge BOEM to permit this project to move forward without delay and Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
choose Alternative D2. alternative.

215-001 "Our utilities are closely connected to our customers and we know that they |Thank you for your comment.
want climate-friendly energy at a competitive price. Offshore wind offers our
region a unique opportunity to meaningfully expand renewable energy
without breaking the backs of ratepayers", said John G. Tzimorangas,

President and CEO of Energy New England.

216-001 I am adamantly against any forward construction of the Vineyard wind Thank you for your comment.
project. There is simply not been enough scientific data collected about
harmful affects of this huge project. Comprehensive,peer reviewed reports on
fish ,marine mammals and shellfish should be completed before any other
work is done. This project is being built by foreign companies and built by
foreign workers this is nothing more than a policing of the American public!

217-001 I...believe we need to change our primary source of energy. As a world, and |Thank you for your comment.
particularly as a country, we need to move away from our dependence on
fossil fuels and instead shift our focus to renewable energy.

217-002 Particularly in the aftermath of COVID with the high level of unemployment, |Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS provides estimated job creation in Massachusetts
this wind farm is needed all the more...Permitting this wind farm to continue |resulting from the Vineyard Wind 1 Project. Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has
progressing without delay will allow these benefits to be realized sooner! been updated to provide additional information and analyses of projected

national job creation from Atlantic coast offshore wind development.

217-003 I encourage BOEM to allow Vineyard Wind 1 to continue without delay, and |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
to also select Alternative D2. alternative.

218-001 I applaud BOEM's lengthy stakeholder process to appropriately site offshore |Thank you for your comment.
wind energy on the outer continental shelf.

218-002 The wind lease areas sited on the outer continental shelf ensure a minimal Thank you for your comment.
impact to residents and mariners while maximizing the potential for new
large-scale renewable energy. Renewable energy is vital to reduce carbon
emissions, reduce reliance on fossil fuel power generation, and slow the
effects of climate change to which Cape Cod is particularly vulnerable.

218-003 Vineyard Wind is working to develop offshore wind responsibly to minimize |Thank you for your comment.
impacts to marine life, benthic habitat, and residents in the town of
Barnstable...While the SEIS shows there will be some impact associated with
the project, these are overwhelmingly negligible to moderate.

218-004 At every turn, Vineyard Wind has demonstrated willingness to listen and Thank you for your comment.

modify their project to address reasonable stakeholder concerns. This
perspective has lead to a host community agreement with the Town of
Barnstable, adjusting turbine spacing to accomodate transit and commercial
fishing activities, (a significant compromise resulting in a reduction of total
generation capacity by roughly 13,000 megawatts total in the region),
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adjusting cable landfall locations, proposed use of Automatic Detection
Lighting Systems to reduce visual impacts, mitigation funds for fishermen,
and innovations to improve real-time marine mammal monitoring
technology.

218-005

...Vineyard Wind and the Town of Barnstable are working cooperatively to
co-locate critically important municipal wastewater infrastructure
concurrently with Vineyard Wind's installation of transmission cables in
Barnstable roadways. While this watewater infrastructre is part of the town's
Master Plan for wastewater expansion, the Vineyard Wind's plans allows the
town to speed up the installation timeline while savng millions in road
construction costs. Long-term, this wastewater infrastructure will help
address issues with nitrogen-loading in the region's lakes, rivers and bays, a
problem that causes health, safety, and environmental issues. Tackling this
major water quality issue on Cape Cod is vital to maintaining our health and
economy and Vineyard Wind has proven to be a strong partner and ally in
assisting with local solutions, demonstrating how public-private partnerships
can ultimately benefit entire communities.

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS lists grants and community assistance that Vineyard
Wind would provide in southeastern Massachusetts. The detail provided in
this comment is an example of the outcomes that can result from Vineyard
Wind's investment in local communities.

218-006

I was pleased to see the SEIS acknowledges the existing impacts of climate
change on marine life and habitat...As outlined in the SEIS, almost every
resource examined is currently subject to pressure from climate change,
including coastal habitats (3-6), benthic resources (3-11), finfish,
invertebrates and essential fish habitat, marine mammals (3-37) and sea
turtles (3-44). The SEIS notes that climate change, if not addressed, would
result in ocean acidification, ocean warming, and sea level rise, and other
effects that are likely to contribute or lead to "permanent changes of
unknown intensity" (3-2) to terrestrial and coastal fauna, "the decline of
benthic resources with calcarcous shells" (3-14), "noticeable temporary and
permanent adverse impacts" on finfish and invertebrate communities (3-30),
"long term, possibly high consequence risks to marine mammals (3-38), and
"long-term, high intensity risk to sea turtles (3-49). Launching the US
offshore wind industry is a significant and necessary step towards combating
its adverse effects and preserving natural resources for future generations.

Thank you for your comment.

218-007

I was pleased to see the SEIS...acknowledging the beneficial economic
impacts of this project.

Thank you for your comment.

218-008

Offshore wind energy is well-established in Europe and the Vineyard Wind 1
project has been extensively reviewed. While I support efforts to responsibly
permit offshore wind energy from the first, it is time to move forward with
large-scale offshore wind projects without delay, starting with Vineyard
Wind 1. [ urge BOEM to approve Vineyard Wind 1 without delay.

Thank you for your comment.
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219-001

We must do everything in our power to mitigate climate change, so that
young people such as

myself will have a future to look forward to. One key part of climate change
mitgation will be to approve renewable energy projects like Vineyard Wind 1
(VW1). That is why the proposed Wind Energy Facility must begin
construction/operation as soon as possible and must maximise the amount of
clean power generated.

Thank you for your comment.

219-002

To this end, I ask BOEM to:
(1) Support "Alternative D2," the 1x1 nautical mile turbine layout - a
compromise proposed in response to commercial fisheries' concerns.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

219-003

(2) Oppose "Alternative F" that would add 2+ mile wide transit lanes within
wind farms because it A) reduces offshore wind buildout B) massively
impairs carbon reduction potential and C) is unnecessary for navigational
safety per the US Coast Guard

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

219-004

(3) Support offshore wind jobs, ratepayer savings, and reduction of carbon
emissions on a large scale

Thank you for your comment.

219-005

(4) Stop Delaying: this has been studied and debated for decades. Oppose the
no-action Alternative G

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

220-001

Now is the time to transition to an electric lifestyle powered by renewable
energy generation. We cannot afford to delay the offshore wind industry any
longer.

Thank you for your comment.

220-002

I fully support Vineyard Wind 1 under the assessment of the Supplementary
Environmental Impact Statement through alternative D2, in specific regard to
the proposed 1x1 nautical mile turbine layout deemed permissible by the U.S.
Coast Guard.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

220-003

As a third generation resident on Martha's Vineyard I am hoping that our
communities make the right choice. Private views, property values, and
sentiment for the fossil fuel industry should not outweigh the immediate
climate crisis that is manifesting on the very shores of Island residents.
Switching to cleaner/renewable energy sources is an imperative step in the
process of minimizing human impact on our planet, and preserving this
beloved island!

Thank you for your comment.

330-001

I ask you to support this win[d] farm and not simply be beholden to Big Oil
for our energy needs.

Thank you for your comment.

563-001

Wind energy will help save our planet for our children and grand children.
We must make it happen.

Thank you for your comment.

573-001

We are running out of time to take meaningful action toward mitigating the
worst effects of climate change.

Thank you for your comment.
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604-001 I believe that wind energy is part of a sustainable future for today's Thank you for your comment.
children...
614-001 This is crucial to the continuation of our species. Thank you for your comment.
631-001 It is a no brainer that wind farms will be an essential weapon to combat the |Thank you for your comment.
impending threat we all face from climate change. Please stand tall and brave
and do the right thing for ONCE. Leave the politics out of it. On a trip to
Europe we were so amazed at the amount of wind farms we saw and felt
dismayed that our beautiful country does not possess the wisdom and fore
site we need from our politicians to move these projects in the right direction.
631-002 No one has the right to argue their view will be ruined from their waterfront |The potential impacts of climate change on coastal communities, and the
home. What a joke, as those homes are usually the first to experience the potential role for offshore wind in addressing climate change, is addressed in
wrath of mother nature. We don't have the luxury of time. the SEIS, Section 3.7.1 and 3.7.2. The DEIS and Sections 3.10.1 and 3.10.2
of the SEIS addressed the visual impacts of Vineyard Wind 1 wind turbines
from shorelines with views of the offshore wind development. Sections 3.9.1
and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been updated to address new visual simulations
provided by Vineyard Wind that provide views of the 14 MW wind turbines
as well as simulations of Vineyard Wind 1 combined with other offshore
wind development. The simulations can be viewed at
https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-cumulative-visual-assessment.
669-001 Nothing is perfect but as far as supplying this energy we need, offshore wind |Thank you for your comment.
is as close as we are likely to get. Wind, unlike much of what we depend on,
doesn't pollute and won't run out.
734-001 Offshore wind is essential to our future energy needs and to control climate |Thank you for your comment.
change. Please move forward with Vineyard Wind and other projects to make
this a reality.
752-001 I am hopeful this technology can be expanded in all other coastal areas where | Thank you for your comment.
the wind makes it feasible.
765-001 I am writing to you as a supporter of the Union of Concerned Scientists, the |Thank you for your comment.
Natural Resources Defense Council, the Sierra Club and other environmental
organizations...Thank you for championing this critical issue relating to
renewable energy and climate change.
787-001 I totally support the effort to harness this form of energy to provide less Thank you for your comment.
polluting energy needs into the future
812-001 We need to look forward and act boldly toward clean energy, which must be |Thank you for your comment.
the energy of the future. We need to look forward and act boldly toward
clean energy, which must be the energy of the future.
812-002 These travel lanes [Alternative F] do not seem to be part of a productive way |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

forward. Thank you for your consideration and attention.

alternative.
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precious fishing grounds near and around Cape Cod and Marthas Vineyard is
an irreversible error. Wind power is not reliable with long periods of no
output during lulls and storms...The wind industry is industrializing the

pristine waters off the Massachusetts coast while presenting a clear and
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828-001 Our environment is dependent on utilizing eco-friendly ways to produce Thank you for your comment.
energy.
841-001 I think offshore wind farms are better than those on land, especially as there |While the FEIS does not compare offshore versus onshore wind energy
are no residential homes nearby. development, Section 3.9.2 of the FEIS (and the SEIS) note that almost all
wind turbines from offshore wind development included in the FEIS analysis
would be more than 15 miles offshore.
900-001 ... L am very concerned for the health and viability of the planet our children |Thank you for your comment.
and future generations will inherit. We have a duty to our communities,
families and most importantly, children to ensure their safety and well being
through sustainable policies.
902-001 Our planet is suffocating itself and depleting its natural resources. Once Thank you for your comment.
we've dug up the fossil fuels and coal, they can't be replaced -- not in our
lifetime, at least. But wind is so much cleaner and it's renewable. That gives
us far more bang for the buck, and it should last longer as well.
928-001 I support Vineyard Wind and a smaller boundary between each generator. Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.
956-001 Some environmentalists have expressed concern for migrating birds, but we |Thank you for your comment.
know domestic cats kill many more than turbines could, however, purple
blades have proven to significantly reduce mortality. I hope plans will keep
this in mind.
957-001 Your study shows that electricity generation via offshore wind turbines will |Thank you for your comment.
be safe and effective in the Northeast waters. Offshore wind is a valuable
resource for electricity production as it can have low impact on the
environment and high gains that reduce overall carbon emissions.
1002-001  |To help fit offshore wind into our marine environment, developers planning |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
to install offshore wind projects in the US Northeast have agreed to a alternative.
standard layout of the turbines, with one nautical mile between each. This
approach will create hundreds of "transit lanes" between turbines for boat
travel.
1038-001  |With temperatures soaring in northern California and fire season upon us the |Thank you for your comment.
move to wind and solar energy become even more urgent. In addition the
jobs created to build these utilities are much needed during this time of
€conomic crises.
1051-001  |Locating enormous turbines that are obsolete the moment they are erected in |BOEM is evaluating Vineyard Wind's COP which is for the development of

an 800-MW offshore wind farm and the potential impacts associated with
their action. Section 3.11 of the SEIS discussed impacts on commercial and
for-hire recreational fisheries and Section A.8.3 discussed impacts on birds.
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present danger to our historical fishing industry and harmful to migratory
birds.

1051-002  |The economics of wind power do not justify capital investment without The SEIS relied on projections of employment, economic activity, local/state
subsidies from the federal government which contribute to a hidden cost tax revenues, known investment in local ports and job programs, and grants
through higher federal income taxes. to local communities and organizations, to reach a reasonable conclusions of

beneficial impact within the geographic analysis area. Section 3.6.1.1 of the
FEIS has been updated to include additional information on ongoing port
facility improvements and projections of economic investment. The
projections support reasonable conclusions that offshore wind would support
jobs and businesses within the geographic analysis area. The analysis of
employment and economic impacts within the geographic analysis area is
valid regardless of federal and state subsidies.

1083-001  |It is past time to keep throwing up objections to renewable energy projects - |Thank you for your comment.

ESPECIALLY while continually permitting dangerous special allowances to
carbon based energy facilities and projects...WE NEED CLEAN ENERGY.

1083-002  |The Coast Guard is the expert on the matter of navigation and their Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
assessments should be followed...Please approve the Vinyard Wind project |alternative.
with the densest safe configuration ASAP

1115-001 |I am writing in support of the renewable energy project, Vineyard Wind 1 Thank you for your comment.

(VW1), the first ever utilityscale offshore wind farm in the US. Our current
US government has weakened existing environmental rules and protections
which are detrimental to mitigate climate change. This impact affects us all
as citizens, but disproportionately affects lower-income citizens whom
already live in more polluted areas. An estimated 2 million people, mostly
communities of low-income and people of color, live near the Superfund
sites (polluted land that require long-term response to remove hazardous
waste contamination) most vulnerable to climate change. As a country, we
need solutions to improve our environmental impact.

1115-002  |Vineyard Wind 1 (VW1): VW1 is an 800MW project that will be located 15+|Thank you for your comment.
miles off the coast of Martha's Vineyard and will provide clean, renewable
and cost-effective electricity to 400,000 homes and businesses in MA.

1115-004 |VW1 will remove almost 1.7 million tons of CO2, 1,000 tons of NOx and Thank you for your comment.

860 tons of SO2 from the atmosphere annually - the equivalent of taking
325,000 cars off the road.
1115-005  |It is imperative that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management approve this  |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

project as soon as possible without transit lanes. Adding transit lanes would
further reduce generation capacity by 17,000+ megawatts and make it
difficult to meet states' renewable energy target.

alternative.
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1115-006

I am asking the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management to: Support
"Alternative D2," the 1x1 nautical mile turbine layout - a compromise
proposed in response to commercial fisheries' concerns. Oppose "Alternative
F" that would add 2+ mile wide transit lanes within wind farms because it A)
reduces offshore wind buildout B) massively impairs carbon reduction
potential and C) is unnecessary for navigational safety per the US Coast
Guard. Stop Delaying: this has been studied and debated for decades. Oppose
the no-action Alternative G.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

1123-001

We need to cut dangerous greenhouse gas emissions in half by 2030, and
totally by 2050 in order to keep global warming below 1.5 degrees celsius to
prevent the rapid acceleration and impacts of climate change we are
experiencing now. One of the big solutions is to transition to clean energy
alternatives which includes wind power. Now is the time to make the switch
to reverse global warming.

Thank you for your comment.

1152-001

Global Heating operates in much the same way as the coronavirus. By the
time it is apparent to everyone that action is necessary - it will be too late. We
must begin now to build the low-or-no carbon energy systems that we will
depend upon in the future.

Thank you for your comment.

1165-001

We absolutely must find and fund clean energy if we are to maintain the
standard of living here in the U.S. Other nations have been far ahead of the
U.S. in developing clean energy sources.

Thank you for your comment.

1174-001

While I am a supporter of green energy, offshore wind is NOT the answer. It
is an ecological disaster with bird strikes.

There is very little existing literature documenting actual collision related
mortality with operating offshore wind facilities. As such, the analysis in the
DEIS and SEIS relied upon the extensive body of literature on collision
mortality with land-based WTGs. As discussed in the SEIS, there are several
reasons why there are potential issues with using land based WTG collision
mortality estimates in an assessment of potential offshore wind collision
mortality, but it represents the best available science to quantify the potential
for collision mortality associated with the Vineyard Wind 1 Project and the
full build out of offshore wind development on the Atlantic OCS.
Additionally, the SEIS discussed two studies of offshore wind facilities in
Europe (Desholm 2006 and Skov et al. 2018) that used a variety of
monitoring methods to monitor operating offshore WTGs for bird collision
mortality. In both cases very little bird mortality was documented. The FEIS
was updated to explicitly state these conclusions. Further, Section A.8.3.2
and Appendix D of the FEIS include updated mitigation and monitoring
measures that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and mitigate
adverse impacts on birds. These measures include, but are not limited to,
installation of bird deterrent devices, use of ADLS, installation of digital
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VHF receivers and acoustic monitoring devices to estimate the exposure of
ESA-listed species and other migratory birds, preparation of a post-
construction monitoring plan, and other measures. Post-construction
monitoring will be developed in coordination with applicable stakeholders
and will be used to validate the collision risk modeling. Additionally, annual
monitoring reports will be used to assess the need for reasonable revisions to
the monitoring plan. Additional mitigation and monitoring measures may
arise from consultations and coordination with Federal and State resource
agencies. These additional mitigation measures could be considered by
decision makers and incorporated into the Record of Decision.
1174-002  |The blades cannot be recycled and are piling up all over the country with As described in Section 2.1.1.3 of the FEIS, pursuant to 30 CFR Part 585 and
nowhere to go. other BOEM requirements, Vineyard Wind would be required to remove or
decommission all installations and clear the seabed of all obstructions created
by the proposed Project. Vineyard Wind would need to obtain separate and
subsequent approval from BOEM to retire any portion of the Proposed
Action in place. If the COP is approved or approved with modifications,
Vineyard Wind would have to submit a bond that would be held by the U.S.
government to cover the cost of decommissioning the entire facility. This
explanation has been added to Section 2.1.1.3 of the FEIS.
1229-001  |When I was growing up there were proposals for Offshore wind in sight of  |Thank you for your comment.
where I spent my summers. The grown-ups around me objected (to how it
would affect the view?!) I went along with them. That was before I saw the
absolute horrors of mountaintop removal and even worse the total ecological
damage done by fracking. Now is the time for Wind and Solar...If we do not
take care of the health of planet Earth, we will have more and more
pandemics along with terrifying and destructive weather. We have the power
and the ability to turn things around. We just must commit to clean energy
NOw!!!
1231-001  |Please approve this project!! We have to take decisive action on the climate |Thank you for your comment.
crisis and this is an actionable step to do so. Hopefully this is the start of
more of these types of projects....Finally, please support offshore wind jobs,
ratepayer savings, and overall reduction of carbon admissions.
1231-002  |Please approve Alternative D2 to reach a compromise with fisheries! Please |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
do not approve Alternate F and G - we don't need more transit lanes (even the |alternative.
Coast Guard says it is unnecessary), and we can't delay actions like this
further!
1235-001  |I'm writing in strong support for offshore wind power development in the Thank you for your comment.

Northeast. I am deeply concerned about the climate crisis, and offshore wind
is a key component in addressing our need for low-carbon electricity.
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1290-001

I hope you choose to support [offshore wind] as an effective resource. Other
countries have proven the effectiveness of offshore wind as a low-impact and
cost-effective resource. We would be unwise not to take advantage of it. It
has been a proven means for countries to provide cheap, clean energy.

Thank you for your comment.

1321-001

I strongly support proceeding with the permitting process for Vineyard Wind,
BUT ONLY IF THEIR EFFECT ON BIRDS HAS BEEN STUDIED AND
ACCOUNTED FOR!

There is very little existing literature documenting actual collision related
mortality with operating offshore wind facilities. As such, the analysis in the
DEIS and SEIS relied upon the extensive body of literature on collision
mortality with land-based WTGs. As discussed in the SEIS, there are several
reasons why there are potential issues with using land based WTG collision
mortality estimates in an assessment of potential offshore wind collision
mortality, but it represents the best available science to quantify the potential
for collision mortality associated with the Vineyard Wind 1 Project and the
full build out of offshore wind development on the Atlantic OCS.
Additionally, the SEIS discussed two studies of offshore wind facilities in
Europe (Desholm 2006 and Skov et al. 2018) that used a variety of
monitoring methods to monitor operating offshore WTGs for bird collision
mortality. In both cases very little bird mortality was documented. The FEIS
was updated to explicitly state these conclusions. Further, Section A.8.3.2
and Appendix D of the FEIS include updated mitigation and monitoring
measures that would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and mitigate
adverse impacts on birds. These measures include, but are not limited to,
installation of bird deterrent devices, use of ADLS, installation of digital
VHF receivers and acoustic monitoring devices to estimate the exposure of
ESA-listed species and other migratory birds, preparation of a post-
construction monitoring plan, and other measures. Post-construction
monitoring will be developed in coordination with applicable stakeholders
and will be used to validate the collision risk modeling. Additionally, annual
monitoring reports will be used to assess the need for reasonable revisions to
the monitoring plan. Additional mitigation and monitoring measures may
arise from consultations and coordination with Federal and State resource
agencies. These additional mitigation measures could be considered by
decision makers and incorporated into the Record of Decision.

1347-001

I support the Vineyard Wind project. We need an urgent shift to renewable
energy sources, and this is a strong proposal as-is. MA needs to expand our
green jobs, and energy sector.

Thank you for your comment.

1382-001

I strongly support efforts to wean the US off of fossil fuels since global
warming is the number one problem in the world.

Thank you for your comment.

1437-001

I am encouraged that the Bureau is considering offshore wind in the
Northeast. It is critical for us to invest in wind power and solar for our future

Thank you for your comment.
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and for our health. Fossil fuel companies emit dangerous air particulars into
our air , increasing sickness . Wind power is great solution for generating
energy for our needs. Please help move to protect our planet and ourselves.
The larger areas we have for wind power benefits all of us.

1440-001

Wind turbines will help fish to thrive in the waters around their bases.

Section 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect on finfish. Therefore, no
change to the FEIS is warranted.

1457-001

Our dependence on high carbon producing electricity is one of the issues
facing us as we try to protect our environment, so I am, along with concerned
scientists, offering you this letter.

Thank you for your comment.

1565-001

With climate change heating up dramatically, shifting from fossil fuels to
renewable energy such as wind energy should be an obvious choice.

Thank you for your comment.

1573-001

Wind energy has no drawbacks even to the oil industry if they would invest
in it rather than fight it.

Thank you for your comment.

1610-001

We are at an important turning-point and must make decisions based on solid
science. Wind is clearly one of our most promising sources of clean energy
as we move forward toward a more sustainable, healthy world.

Thank you for your comment.

1612-001

It is essential that we shift our energy production away from the burning of
fossil fuels and toward clean and renewable energy at this time. Please
support this shift where possible.

Thank you for your comment.

1670-001

Because climate change is a looming crisis worse than covid, in both its long-
term harm to human life and our livelihoods, as well as the economic damage
of dealing with the problem, clean energy must be prioritized in this
country... Please give offshore wind, in particular the Vineyard Wind
project, the green light.

Thank you for your comment.

1684-001

This would be a great step in implementing action for addressing rising
climate change.

Thank you for your comment.

1689-001

I strongly support offshore wind farms and encourage your agency to
approve Vineyard Wind, a large offshore wind farm to help the East Coast
meet our energy needs.

Thank you for your comment.

1689-002

However, I oppose unnecassarily limiting the size of the wind farm through
the extra transit lanes considered as Alternative F, as unnecessary and
damaging for clean electricity generation in that area and as setting a bad
precedent for future approvals.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

1721-001

We need clean air to breathe and to continue down the road of fossil fuels is
nothing short of suicide. We need clean energy.

Thank you for your comment.

1746-001

If the Coast Guard feels the one-mile separation is safe for navigation, that
should satisfy you. They are the experts.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

1757-001

Get onboard with Vineyard Wind. Get off oil and gas. Europe has had wind
projects for 20+ years. It is way past time to utilize renewable energy.

Thank you for your comment.
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1779-001  |As an educator and environmental scientist I am familiar with our current Thank you for your comment.
energy situation with regards to greenhouse gas emissions. It is absolutely
critical that we move quickly to establish alternative and renewable energy
sources.

1793-001  |Offshore wind is a major source for growing our economy, for reducing Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
electricity bills, and addressing our need for low-carbon electricity...We need |several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
strong investment in offshore wind to ensure our economic future. growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the

estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

1816-001  |Projects such as these are critical for diversifying our energy grid, improving |Thank you for your comment.
our economic resilience, reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and other
pollutants and reducing our dependence on fossil fuels and legacy
technologies.

1831-001 |Clean renewable energy is necessary for the future of America. We need to  |Thank you for your comment.
use all options for energy to lower costs for consumers. I live in a 1 bedroom
apartment and it can cost $100 a month for heating/cooling. That is too much
for such a small space.

1865-001  |I believe that if the U S Coast Guard has approved a specific design for a Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
wind farm, then the project should conform to that layout; primarily because |alternative.
any change would have to go through a vetting process, thereby delaying the
project.

1886-001 |We MUST move forward with clean and cheap energy. Wind is a critical part| Thank you for your comment.
of that solution.

1907-001 |I do want to know if potential impacts on marine life, especially marine Section 3.3.7.3, of the DEIS and Section 3.5.1 of the SEIS discussed the
mammals such as whale and dolphins, was considered. Wind towers generate |potential impacts associated with the proposed Vineyard Wind 1 Project,
sound and I wonder how that sound will carry through the water and what including the expected distance that noise associated with operational WTGS
impacts that might have? would reach ambient levels. Based on measurements at the Block Island

Wind Farm, low frequency noise generated by operating turbines reaches
ambient levels at 164 feet (50 meters; Miller and Potty 2017). Therefore, no
change to the FEIS is warranted.

1966-001  |This is another opportunity to ensure that the future for us, our children and |Thank you for your comment.
grandchildren will experience an environment that is healthy and safe. I urge
you to show a commitment to cheaper, cleaner energy.

2125-001 |The move from fossil fuels to renewable energy sources is one of the greatest | Thank you for your comment.

and most urgent
issues faced by humanity. But to access that cleaner, greener energy, further-
reaching power grids are required. Our cable solutions are the backbone of
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these next-generation grids, making connections where it was previously
impossible. Our offshore wind solutions bring power from sea to shore, with
larger, higher density cables and longer connections meaning we can harness
renewable energy sources where they’re at their strongest and most abundant.

5090-001

I can speak from Virginia's experience, sustainable clean energy is the only
way forward.

Thank you for your comment.

10048-001

Do NOT require unnecessary extra travel lanes, which will reduce the area
available for wind turbines!!!

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

10073-001

Clearly we need more, LESS POLLUTING ENERGY THAT IS WELL
CONSTRUCTED. HOPING WE CAN DO THE SAME ON THE WEST
COAST!

Thank you for your comment.

10077-001

Wind energy will be extremely important in the very near future, if not
immediately.

Thank you for your comment.

10098-001

Alternative F would be detrimental to this wind shore project, please reject it.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

10098-002

The Northeast needs the low-carbon electricity that offshore wind energy will
provide.

Thank you for your comment.

10110-001

Obviously offshore wind is a proven commodity. There is no excuse for not
adding this to the mix of reliable and potentially bountiful renewable energy
options for the U.S...Can you steer clear of the politics and dark money,
sufficiently, in order to help advance the cause of moving reliable renewable
energy forward.

Thank you for your comment.

10137-002

I urge you to proceed with the permitting process for Vineyard Wind, and to
oppose the extra transit lanes considered as Alternative F, which would
unnecessarily encumber the project and reduce its efficiency and efficacy.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

10142-001

We must START THINKING ABOUT AIR POLLUTION AND THE
EFFECTS ON OUR RESPIRATORY SYSTEMS. WE SHOULD BE
EMBRACING NEW TECHNOLOGIES.

Thank you for your comment.

10147-001

I fully support the development and use of off-shore wind turbines with
"reasonable" precautions taken for marine life, shipping, fishing, and
recreational boat traffic. Don't kill a good idea with unreasonable guidelines
and red tape.

Thank you for your comment.

10155-001

The Cape is already experiencing higher sea level. Places I learned to love as
a child are markedly different. Climate change is real and it is time to do
everything we can to bring it under control. My family came to North
America in 1683, and in studying their history I have enjoyed getting to
know the Netherlands. Now there is a country where science and engineering
are making a difference for the better.Time we follow their lead with turbines

Thank you for your comment.
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off shore and on shore, energy efficient transportation, stewardship of the
land and waters.

10176-001

Please do not make this process even more costly and cumbersome to the
department and the break thru companies who have already invested so much
time and money. The extra transit lanes are not necessary and will only cause
delay and chaos in ocean Wave powered energy. The environmental
assessments and studies have all been done and approved. The extra transit
lanes appear to be a mechanism to delay and sideline this exciting new
technology! Please do not succumb to this politically motivated attempt to
promote dirty oil dependence in our country!

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

10187-001

I am very hopeful that clean wind energy will help us to maintain clean air,
clean water, and meet our energy needs.

Thank you for your comment.

10196-001

Our nation--and the entire world--needs to transition to renewable energy as
soon as possible; extra transit lanes would reduce the area for offshore wind
turbines, thus restricting our country's ability to generate clean energy and,
quite possibly, setting a bad precedent for future renewable energy projects.
Don't let this happen!

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

10239-001

Offshore wind is likely to be one of the most important renewable energy
sources in the years to come. In addition to the Vineyard Wind project, [ urge
your agency to support expedited plans to develop offshore wind projects off
the northern California and Southern Oregon coast.

Thank you for your comment.

10311-001

I am alarmed every day by melting at both poles of our planet, by higher
planetary temperatures, wildfires, increasingly damaging storms. Because it
is crucial to transition to clean energy, I strongly support proceeding with the
permitting process for Vineyard Wind.

Thank you for your comment.

10311-002

I strongly oppose one proposal (Alternative F) under consideration that
would limit the area available for wind turbines and reduce the amount of
clean electricity generation.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

10314-001

This is as critical as the Covid issue. Unprecedented Climate Change needs a
full on response.

Thank you for your comment.

10321-001

Another consideration, which seems to be forgotten, is wave action
reciprocal power generation which should also be examined. A country like
ours with as much coastline as we have should be giving this potential energy
source serious consideration.

BOEM is evaluating Vineyard Wind's COP which is for the development of
an 800-MW offshore wind farm and the potential impacts associated with
their action.

10335-001

Fossil fuel dependency has ravaged our natural world, and will continue to do
so at a pace that is unsustainable for life as we know it. Coastal communities
like those on the Vineyard are already experiencing the effects of climate
change. Fish populations that have inhabited these waters for generations are
migrating farther north to seek colder waters. Additionally, we are seeing

Thank you for your comment.
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warm water fish like great white sharks more frequently off of our coast. And
as the seas continue to rise, the fabled harbors of Menemsha, Vineyard
Haven, Oak Bluffs, and Edgartown will be the first to go. The time is now to
change the way we live and embrace the transition to an electric lifestyle that
affords the same comforts of modern living that we are accustomed to. More
importantly, it is imperative that we secure renewable energy resources
capable of meeting our current and future electricity demands. Vineyard
Wind 1, an 800 MW project with the potential to power over 400,000 across
the cape, the islands, and the commonwealth that will essentially eliminate
1.6 billion metric tonnes of CO2 emissions each year, marks the beginning of
a renewable future in Massachusetts and across the country. It must not be
delayed any more

10335-002 |I fully support the Vineyard Wind 1 project under the assessment of the Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
Supplement to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, including the 1 x 1 |alternative.
nautical mile turbine layout deemed acceptable by the U.S. Coast Guard....

Vineyard Wind 1 represents the crucial first step in the right direction for our
energy future. I urge you to approve the project in accordance with
alternative D2 without further delay.

10335-003 |Vineyard Wind 1 has conducted the requisite surveying and research to Section 3.3.7.3 of the DEIS and Section 3.5.2.1 of the SEIS discussed the
ensure that the project minimizes environmental impacts, especially those potential impacts of the proposed Project on marine mammals, including the
associated with the critically endangered North Atlantic Right whale. NARW. A detailed analysis of impacts to ESA listed species is provided in

the revised BA that was submitted to NOAA, which can be found at the
following link: https://www.boem.gov/Vineyard-Wind-Consultation-
Documents/ and the Biological Opinion issued by NMFS on September 11,
2020. Further, Section 3.4.2 and Appendix D of the FEIS discuss updated
mitigation and monitoring measures that would be implemented to avoid,
minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts to marine mammals, specifically the
NARW. These measures include, but are not limited to avoidance of peak
NARW presence, use of sound attenuation technologies, use of PSOs, PAM,
soft start procedures, shut down procedures, and other measures. In addition,
should a Right Whale Slow Zone or DMA overlap the proposed Project area
between June 1 and October 31 implementation of enhanced
monitoring/mitigation measures for NARW would be required.

10335-004 |In addition, Vineyard Wind 1 presents an unparalleled economic opportunity. |Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS and Tables 3.6-3, 3.6-4 and 3.6-5 provide estimated

Project development and maintenance will bring billions of dollars to the
region and provide well paid jobs for thousands of workers across many
disciplines... During a time of significant economic uncertainty with the
effects of the coronavirus expected to last for years to come, Vineyard Wind
1 offers much needed economic security for islanders and Massachusetts
residents alike.

job growth, tax revenues, and economic input from the Vineyard Wind 1
Project within Massachusetts and specifically within southeastern
Massachusetts.
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10335-005 |Through a partnership between Vineyard Wind and ACE MYV, the project Section 3.6 of the FEIS includes proposed mitigation, such as a local hiring
works to guarantee that long term operations and management positions will |plan, and Appendix D of the FEIS, which is a summary of all proposed
be filled by island residents. mitigation considered, has also been updated to include modifications and/or

additional mitigation and monitoring measures. Additional mitigation and
monitoring measures may arise from consultations and coordination with
Federal and State resource agencies. These additional mitigation measures
will be considered by decision makers and could be adopted in the Record of
Decision and required as conditions of approval.

10335-006 |The proposed project also projects over $1.4 billion dollars in ratepayer Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.
savings over the next 20 years.

10335-007 |In specific regard to the SEIS, BOEM claims that Vineyard Wind 1 and Section 3.7.1 of the FEIS has been revised to discuss the health impacts of
offshore wind development as a whole will only have minor beneficial fossil fuel consumption and resulting degraded air quality on different racial
impacts. Frankly, I believe BOEM is vastly underestimating the long-term  |groups, as well as different income groups, as well as benefits from reduction
benefits of offshore wind and should consider that Environmental Justice of fossil fuel power generation displaced by offshore wind energy (including
communities include diverse groups whose health and well being will be the proposed Project and other projects).
positively impacted by clean offshore energy development.

10346-001 |I urge you to go forward with this project - the future, and possibility of so  |Thank you for your comment.
many new jobs, is brighter moving away from fossil fuel energy as other
countries have.

10350-001 |Let's not waste any more time. We need to move ahead for climate and Thank you for your comment.
people. Both are hurting, as is our planet. The science is clear.

10375-001 |THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT TO PRODUCE ENOUGH Thank you for your comment.

RENEWABLE ENERGY TO ELIMINATE FOSSIL FUEL USE FOR
SUCH, WE NEED TO DEVELOP MUCH OFFSHORE WIND PROJECTS.

10380-001 |Time is short to mitigate the worst effects of climate disruption. Even using |Thank you for your comment.
IPCC data, which is so thoroughly reviewed that it is out of date when
published, we are already at a point where irreparable harm is being done.

The world cannot afford to be overly cautious and restrained in our quest for
carbon free energy.

10395-001 |Global warming needs to be fought against by clean energy and this is one  |Thank you for your comment.
way to do it.

10399-001 |In this age, when we are threatening the survival of humans because of global|Thank you for your comment.
warming, it is definitely time to support non polluting, methods of producing
needed power.

10413-001 |It [offshore wind] also just seems to be the best choice on a "local" scale, Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS and Tables 3.6-3, 3.6-4 and 3.6-5 provide estimated

through the amount of jobs it is expected to generate.

job growth, tax revenues, and economic input from the Vineyard Wind 1
Project within Massachusetts and specifically within southeastern
Massachusetts. Additionally, Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated

with estimates from several sources of projected employment and investment
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in offshore wind resulting from growth of a wind energy industry along the
Atlantic coast. While the estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be
concentrated in and near the east coast states that would host offshore wind.
10414-001 |I wholeheartedly support the Vineyard Wind Project. We need the clean Thank you for your comment.
energy... Let's go. Let's get started.
10414-002 |We don't need the extra transit lanes. Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.
10431-001 |USA should immediately be moving to renewable energy sources like wind |Thank you for your comment.
and solar.
10439-001 |We really need to move forward with renewable energy, in the aggregate. Thank you for your comment.
The oceans is a very good source for wind, just as many of the plain state.
10439-002 |NOAA and the US Coast Guard and the Army Corp of Engineers are very  |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
much trustworthy and thorough; therefore their studies carry a lot of weight. |alternative.
The plan which has been approved to date allows more consolidated power
while still allowing space for fishing-at least those boats that stay closer to
port. And having the same pattern throughout the wind farm is much safer,
less confusing. And since it has a total smaller footprint, the shipping lanes
and fishing areas for large commercial boats is more open.
10482-001 |It [offshore wind] is proven to work around the world... We should look on  |Thank you for your comment.
both coasts of our country....It is also important to be part of our recovery
from the pandemic.
10521-001 |As the skipper of a small classic sailing yacht, I transit the east coast waters |Thank you for your comment.
every year. Nothing would give me greater pleasure than seeing turbines
rising from the sea floor and reaching for the sky to capture the FREE wind
that is always there for us to use. On the other hand, the thought or sight of
drilling platforms, pipelines and all the other paraphernalia that accompany
fossil fuel 'harvesting' horrify me. Expendable and filthy and dangerous all
along their route from deep within the earth to our gas tanks and toothpaste
tubes, it is time to leave fossil fuels where they belong. In our earth, not upon
it!
10564-001 |Wind energy has been identified as the cleanest energy source as it emits zero|Thank you for your comment.
pollution but also does not involve harmful chemicals to be recycled at end of]
life.
10568-001 |To lower our use of fossil fuels, we must turn to offshore wind...Developing |Thank you for your comment.
clean energy is one of the most important actions to limit climate change
quickly; therefore, I strongly support continuing to pursue the permitting
process for Vineyard Wind.
10606-001 |If you can't pilot a ship through a mile wide gap, you shouldn't be piloting a |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
ship. alternative.
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10708-001

Following the guidelines set forward WITHOUT Alternative F, the beauty of
our coastlines, the safety of marine mammals and the use of lanes for ship
travel can coexist with Renewable Energy Development!

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

10717-001

I'm very much in support of this proposal! Wind energy will be a huge factor
in any change we have of mitigating the climate change crisis. As a parent, I
want my kid to have a future that is safe, secure, and healthy - let's do this for
our kids...Let's delay no further - let's take positive action!...We have a
chance to create jobs, save money, and reduce our emissions dramatically.

Thank you for your comment.

10717-002

With that in mind, I want to say that I: Support "Alternative D2", Oppose
"Alternative F" and "Alternative G"

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

10757-001

Renewable Energy is critical to the future of Humanity and all life on Our
World. We cannot stall on such a important matter any longer.

Thank you for your comment.

10758-001

Let us promote and invest in clean energy projects and end those that are
environmental destructive.

Thank you for your comment.

10814-001

We are seeing, in the effects of fewer vehicles on roads, that climate change
is human caused. Off shore wind generated energy is a huge factor in
mitigating fossil fuel emissions. Please be a force for moving ahead.

Thank you for your comment.

10828-001

I am so happy to learn that use of off shore wind is being considered as an
option for producing electricity. I hope that we will also consider wave
motion as another option.

Thank you for your comment.

10836-001

This is an opportunity to advance our progress in replacing fossil fuels that
must not be allowed to lapse.

Thank you for your comment.

10840-001

I hope that you will approve regulations for offshore wind energy that will
supply a great deal of energy and will not interfere with navigation and will
not have negative environmental impacts. I believe that climate change is a
terribly important problem that will prove damaging both to the world
ecosphere and to the human race. We must convert to renewable energy
sources ASAP!

Thank you for your comment.

10845-001

The fuel for wind energy is free and clean. I feel we are in desperate need of
replacing our current expensive fuel dependent, environment polluting and
health degrading energy methods with clean, free, abundant wind and solar
power. With that in mind, I am in favor of proceeding with the current
Vineyard Wind permit without restriction.

Thank you for your comment.

10861-001

Another problem is that Haste Makes Waste & many times in our urgency to
do good we move too fast for our own good & the good of others. Someone
may suffer as a result & there may be no quick remedies before much
suffering by many. So we need to take it slow by testing small areas first &
then progressing, realizing that some things will not show up right away. But
the first steps above could start earlier.

Resource sections of the FEIS include proposed mitigation, where applicable,
and Appendix D of the FEIS, which is a summary of all proposed mitigation
considered, has also been updated to include modifications and/or additional
mitigation and monitoring measures. Additional mitigation and monitoring
measures may arise from consultations and coordination with Federal and
State resource agencies. These additional mitigation measures will be
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considered by decision makers and could be adopted in the Record of
Decision and required as conditions of approval. Section 2.2.1 of the FEIS
has been updated to reflect this information.
10864-001 |TAKE A FLIGHT INTO COPENHAGEN. TAKE A LOOK AT THE LONG |Thank you for your comment.
LINE OF WINDMILLS SNAKING ACROSS THE WATER. IT IS
ABSOLUTELY BEAUTIFUL - AND IT DOES NOT POLLUTE THE
PLANET.
10868-001 |I believe wind energy is a key element of the new energy economy. Thank you for your comment.
10878-001 |Large offshore wind farms as proposed will greatly improve our clean energy | Thank you for your comment.
portfolio.
10942-001 |I urge that you allow all proposed offshore wind farms to move forward Thank you for your comment.
expeditiously as we have less than 10 years to cut carbon emissions
sufficiently to maintain global temperatures below 2 degrees. Not meeting
this goal endangers the future of both the US and the world.
10949-001 |Such wide transit lanes [Alternative F] seem to imply that large ships are out |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
of control in sea lanes. I don't believe it. alternative.
10970-001 |Due to the destructive nature of offshore oil platforms that have been Thank you for your comment.
approved over the years, | am hoping you find the offshore wind project a
much smarter, safer, environmentally appropriate alternative.
10974-001 |The worlds community of scientists has already stated that we only have until | Thank you for your comment.
the year 2030 to reduce our global warming gas emission atmospheric levels
to what they were in 1990 or below. If we do not, life on this earth will end
abruptly due to global warming another climate change phenomenon!
11005-001 |I strongly oppose the extra transit lanes considered as Alternative F, as Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
unnecessary and damaging for clean electricity generation in that area. If the |alternative.
boats can safely pass, why make it harder to have clean energy.
11024-001 |WInd energy is essential to the health of our country and to containing Thank you for your comment.
damage to the climate.
11030-001 |I think we can all agree that we needed to wean ourselves off fossil fuels like |Thank you for your comment.
... twenty years ago! We need all the smarts and help we can get to even
begin to mitigate all the needless damage we've done by not embracing clean,
green energy sources sooner. Clean, green energy sources like wind.
11032-001 |As an electrical engineer with extensive expertise in U.S. energy policy and |Thank you for your comment.
technology, I am convinced that offshore wind along with onshore wind,
solar, natural gas, hydroelectric, and nuclear, are essential for phasing out
coal-fired power plants. This needs to be done as soon as possible.
11081-001 |...[T]he use of fossil fuels contributes to the devastating warming of our Thank you for your comment.

climate as well as many other additional environmental problems. By
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allowing the construction of this offshore wind farm and additional wind
farms, we will be taking an active role in helping stop these impacts.

11081-002

The Supplementary Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) covered an
expanded cumulative impact study for up to 22,000 MW of offshore wind
development. That is the equivalent of a fully built-out market and is
approximately twenty-five projects, which are similar in scale to Vineyard
Wind's proposed project. Vineyard Wind 1 will produce 800MW of clean
energy. This will help Massachusetts be able to reach its Clean Energy
Standards. This wind farm will also produce enough clean energy to power
400,000 homes.

Thank you for your comment.

11081-003

Vineyard Wind 1 will also save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energy
costs during the first 20 years of the project and more than $3.7 billion in
energy related cost savings over the lifespan of the project.

Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.

11081-004

[ urge BOEM to permit this project to move forward without delay and
choose Alternative D2.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

11084-001

We must utilize all options available to us in the search for how to transition
into a renewable energy future.

Thank you for your comment.

11092-001

As a world, and particularly as a country, we need to move away from our
dependence on fossil fuels and instead shift our focus to renewable energy.

Thank you for your comment.

11092-002

The Supplementary Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) covered an
expanded cumulative impact study for up to 22,000 MW of offshore wind
development. That is the equivalent of a fully built-out market and is
approximately twenty-five projects similar in scale to Vineyard Wind’s
proposed project. Vineyard Wind 1 will produce 800MW of clean energy
which will help Massachusetts reach its Clean Energy Standards. This wind
farm will also produce enough clean energy to power 400,000 homes.

Thank you for your comment.

11092-003

Vineyard Wind 1 will also save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energy
costs during the first 20 years of the project.

Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.

11092-004

Especially in the aftermath of COVID with the high level of unemployment,
this wind farm is needed all the more...Permitting this wind farm to proceed
without delay will allow these benefits to be realized sooner, and not
additional years down the line.

Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS and Tables 3.6-3, 3.6-4 and 3.6-5 provide estimated
job growth, tax revenues, and economic input from the Vineyard Wind 1
Project within Massachusetts and specifically within southeastern
Massachusetts.

11092-005

...I encourage BOEM to allow Vineyard Wind 1 to continue without delay
and to also select Alternative D2.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

11109-001

One of the most effective tools we have to reduce our greenhouse gas
emissions is decarbonizing the electricity grid by building more renewable
and low-carbon electricity generation.

Thank you for your comment.
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11123-001 |Offshore wind is a key tool for protecting our precious planet, while also Thank you for your comment.
reducing electricity bills - while enabling carbon taxes (which we should
have implemented decades ago).
11128-001 |I do not think any particular energy option is best from a long term Thank you for your comment.
perspective. We should be looking out 20 years into the future and we must
continue to promote and explore these alternate methods in order to evolve
these technologies to their ultimate potential so that future generations will be
allowed to choose what suits the world they live in.
11136-001 |Because of the importance of clean energy, I compassionately support Thank you for your comment.
proceeding with the permitting process for Vineyard Wind, particularly with
regards to stemming the tide of stopping the accelerated destruction of life
sustaining qualities on this planet.
11149-001 |It is crucial that non-carbon energy sources move forward quickly and Thank you for your comment.
without too much dilution.
11164-001 |Please support offshore wind and send us into the future with better climate |Thank you for your comment.
conditions.
11166-001 |Please make sure all your best intentions are put forward and complete this | Thank you for your comment.
project. Then start the next project. Keep moving ahead until we are free of
fossil fuels.
11181-001 |We all have a stake in securing for our children and their children's children a|Thank you for your comment.
healthy environment. This project is a good start toward that goal.
11189-001 |If the BOEM would consider the precedent set by offshore wind regulators in |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
the European Union, I'm certain such extra transit lanes have likewise been |alternative.
considered to be unnecessary.
11193-001 |I believe the Coast Guards findings support my position. Let's go with one Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
mile separation in case it is suitable for particular fields. alternative.
11199-001 |We need to include clean energy as part of our economic recovery and social |Thank you for your comment.
justice efforts. Our kids are counting on us to make the right choice.
11214-001 |I also urge finding a way to avoid killing and injuring migrating sea and other|Resource sections of the FEIS include proposed mitigation, where applicable,
birds. and Appendix D of the FEIS, which is a summary of all proposed mitigation
considered, has also been updated to include modifications and/or additional
mitigation and monitoring measures. Additional mitigation and monitoring
measures may arise from consultations and coordination with Federal and
State resource agencies. These additional mitigation measures will be
considered by decision makers and could be adopted in the Record of
Decision and required as conditions of approval. Section 2.2.1 of the FEIS
has been updated to reflect this information.
11215-001 |It is imperative that America move to clean energy rapidly. Fossil fuels are | Thank you for your comment.
killing us, destroying the environment and jeopardizing our future. Offshore
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wind is a key tool for addressing these problems and reducing electricity bills
and our need for low-carbon electricity as well.

11224-001

I'm writing in support of the Vineyard Wind project proposed for installation
offshore south of Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. As a community leader
in the Cape Cod region with strong interests in the health of our coastal and
ocean environments, the sustainability of our local blue economy enterprises,
and the dire need to address carbon emissions to curb climate change, I am
completely in support of this project....I urge the BOEM to approve the
Vineyard Wind project, which will also pave the way for other sustainable
offshore energy production in our region.

Thank you for your comment.

11228-001

This Project will provide new economic opportunities in the offshore wind
industry. The offshore wind facilities on Martha's Vineyard alone will
provide as many as 40technical jobs, much needed for our Island community,
for the entire expected 25 years of the offshore wind project. In addition,
Vineyard Wind will move toward a 100% U.S. workforce that captures the
full economic benefits of this industry. Consistent, predictable projects
entering construction will allow workers to gain experience and
qualifications necessary to advance within the workforce and replace the
Europeans over time. Moreover, although Vineyard Wind will utilize many
systems and equipment that Europeans have developed and in place right
now in order to construct this first U.S. commercial wind farm, Vineyard
Wind will push to promote development of U.S. manufacturing plants to
construct turbines and component parts for the subsequent wind farm projects
as well as to maintain this Vineyard Wind 1 Project over its expected 25 year
lifespan.

Section 3.7.1 and 3.7.2 of the SEIS provided information on projected
employment and investment from Vineyard Wind, including the location of
the operations and maintenance center, with many of the long-term, year-
round operations employees, on Martha's Vineyard. Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS
has been updated to include information on the Community Benefit
Agreement between Vineyard Wind and the Vineyard Power Cooperative.
Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the importance of the
Vineyard Wind 1 Project as the east coast's first large-scale offshore wind
energy project. Approval could encourage and support continued investment
in other offshore wind projects and the creation of a domestic supply chain
for the offshore wind industry in the eastern United States.

11246-001

I care about moving electricity generation to truly sustainable sources and I
care about the health of our oceans.

Thank you for your comment.

11274-001

WE FULLY SUPPORT OFFSHORE WIND AND ESPECIALLY THOSE
INSTALLATIONS THAT TAKE BIRD MIGRATIONS INTO
CONSIDERATION.

Thank you for your comment.

11275-001

I expect the U.S. to take the lead in wind power in our hemisphere...I would
be proud to see offshore wind farms in my state, and hope this project is just
the first of many, moving the U.S. toward clean energy and preserving
energy independence.

Thank you for your comment.

11283-001

It is time once again for the United States to become a leader. Moving away
from fossil fuels and creating a healthier, sustainable future sends the right
message to the rest of the world.

Thank you for your comment.

11284-001

As a resident of Rhode Island and follower of our offshore wind
development, offshore wind presents clean energy, efficient use of resources,

Thank you for your comment.
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and a job creator which the potential for new supply chains in the US and in
our region...Considering the importance of implementing clean energy
systems now and bringing them onto the grid (along with making a model for
future offshore wind farms), I support proceeding with the permitting process
for Vineyard Wind.

11284-002 |I would also like to promote designating the areas around wind farms to be  |Section 3.4 of the SEIS discussed the reef effect, and Sections 3.4 and 3.11
Marine Protected Areas, particularly restricting bottom towed fishing. Itis  |discussed that fishing pressure may be substantially influenced by the
important to mitigate environmental damage and promote the development of |presence of structures offshore, resulting in reduced local fishing pressure.
marine ecosystems, and as research has shown that wind turbines can However, it is not within the authority of BOEM to establish Marine
contribute to a net increase in species abundance by creating a habitat for Protected Areas or regulate fishing in a wind lease area or outside of a lease
marine life, permitting based on habitat potential would have a positive effect|area. Therefore, no change to the FEIS is warranted.
for adjacent fisheries and marine ecosystems.

11284-003 |I oppose the extra transit lanes considered as Alternative F, as unnecessary  |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
and damaging for clean electricity generation in that area. alternative.

11289-001 |I believe that we need more renewable energy instead of fossil fuels, as fossil [Thank you for your comment.
fuels contribute to climate change and to additional environmental problems.

Allowing the construction of this offshore wind farm and additional wind
farms will help in this endeavor.

11289-002 |Permitting the construction of this wind farm will also create numerous jobs. |Section 3.7.1 and 3.7.2 of the SEIS provided information on projected
Particularly in the aftermath of COVID-19 with the high level of employment and investment from Vineyard Wind. The FEIS has been
unemployment, this wind farm is needed all the more...Permitting this wind [updated this information with addition sources and analysis in Section 3.7.2
farm to proceed without delay will allow these benefits to be realized sooner, |indicating the possible beneficial impacts of additional future offshore wind
and not additional years down the line. projects.

11289-003 |Additionally, wind farms are financially viable and can in fact save Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.
ratepayers money. The Vineyard Wind wind farm will save ratepayers more
than $1.4 billion in energy costs during the first 20 years of the project. And
Vineyard Wind 1 will also save ratepayers more than $3.7 billion in energy
related cost savings over the lifespan of the project.

11289-004 |l urge BOEM to permit this project to move forward without delay and Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
choose Alternative D2. alternative.

11295-001 |Having lived on Martha's Vineyard for many years, I have witnessed the Thank you for your comment.
effects of Climate Change as they have impacted the island community. As a
world, and particularly as a country, we need to move away from our
dependence on fossil fuels and instead shift our focus to renewable energy.

The Supplementary Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) covered an
expanded cumulative impact study for up to 22,000 MW of offshore wind
development. That is the equivalent of a fully built-out market and is
approximately twenty-five projects similar in scale to Vineyard Wind's
proposed project. Vineyard Wind 1 will produce 800MW of clean energy
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which will help Massachusetts reach its Clean Energy Standards. This wind
farm will also produce enough clean energy to power 400,000 homes.
11295-002 | Vineyard Wind 1 will also save ratepayers more than $1.4 billion in energy |Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.
costs during the first 20 years of the project.
11295-003 |There is even research that links fossil fuels to devastating public health and |Thank you for your comment.
safety risks. According to the New York Time, it was recently reported that
"high exposure to air pollution during the final trimester of pregnancy was
linked to a 42 percent increase in the risk of stillbirth." We cannot stand to
contribute to a future where someone's health and mortality are determined
solely based on where they live, the socioeconomics the have, or their
ethnicity.
11295-004 |I hope BOEM permits this wind farm to move forward without any delay and |Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
to select Alternative D2. alternative.
11320-001 | [The Vineyard Wind Project] will help the local economy by providing Thank you for your comment.
much-needed jobs related to this project. In addition, alternative sources of
energy are desperately needed and [the Vineyard Wind Project] will provide
enough megawatts of energy to provide enough electricity for over 400,000
homes.
11320-002 | [The Vineyard Wind Project] is also going to be located 15 miles offshore, |The DEIS and Sections 3.10.1 and 3.10.2 of the SEIS addressed the visual
not in sight of homes which has been the problem in past proposals. impacts of Vineyard Wind 1 wind turbines from shorelines with views of the
offshore wind development. Sections 3.9.1 and 3.9.2 of the FEIS have been
updated to address new visual simulations provided by Vineyard Wind that
provide views of the 14 MW wind turbines as well as simulations of
Vineyard Wind 1 combined with other offshore wind development. The
simulations can be viewed at https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind-
cumulative-visual-assessment.
11328-001 |I care deeply about increasing America's offshore wind capabilities as a key |Thank you for your comment.
way to combat climate change.
11332-001 |Offshore Wind holds many benefits for our region. However, increasing Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
navigational lanes beyond the 11 NM endorsed by USCG threatens offshore |alternative.
wind's future (no to Alternative F).
11332-002 |The climate and our economy can not afford for Offshore Wind to be Thank you for your comment.
delayed.
11338-001 |I would like to stress how important I think it is that we prioritize low-carbon |Thank you for your comment.
electricity in the coming years, in order to make a better world for our
children and grandchildren. Please proceed with the permitting process for
Vineyard Wind.
11349-001 |Offshore wind makes complete sense - It would be well positioned close to  |Thank you for your comment.
the end consumers of the energy produced. Offshore wind is a key tool for
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addressing our need for low-carbon electricity before it is too late to slow
down the most damaging impacts of climate change - much of which is
already inevitable.

11351-001

As we move closer and closer to irreversible global climate change, it is
essential that we transition to clean energy generation. That is why the
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management's work assessing offshore wind in the
Northeast is so important. Offshore wind is vital to reducing electricity bills
and addressing our need for low-carbon electricity.

Thank you for your comment.

11385-001

Please help the environment by getting away from fossil fuels. Wind power is
a step in the right direction. Please support this project.

Thank you for your comment.

11766-001

I write to support the Vineyard Wind 1 offshore wind development and urge
you to grant its final permits to begin construction. It will create clean
energy, much needed clean energy jobs, and an infrastructure to create more
in the future....Numerous scholarly, government, intergovernmental, and
private industry studies have shown that off-shore wind energy is a proven,
very cost-efficient technology that provides clean energy, local and regional
jobs, enhanced energy independence, excellent public relations, preparation
for future fossil-fuel and climate-change related regulations and public
demands, and even enhanced insulation from potential climate change related
lawsuits. Reducing fossil fuel use has also been shown to reduce public
health costs associated with the imapct of air pollution on asthma rates, lung-
related ailments, and other issues....Off-shore wind is also a key energy
technology of the present and the future - and one in which the USA is falling
behind. The opportunity to utilize our excellent natural, clean-energy
resources in the northeast USA should be a regional and national priority.

Thank you for your comment.

11766-002

Moreover, this project would represent a significant private sector investment
in clean energy jobs in a region hard hit by the economic impact of the
historic COVID-19 pandemic.

Appendix A, Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to address air
quality benefits of the displacement of fossil fuel electricity generation by
offshore wind.

11826-001

As the President and owner of McAllister Towing, the Bridgeport Port
Jefferson Steamboat Company and the Barnum Landing site that will be
home to Vineyard Wind's 'Park City Wind' project, I am writing today to
express my full support for the Vineyard Wind 1 project and offshore wind
development more broadly...With our long perspective on port infrastructure,
we have seen port cities like Bridgeport left to die on the vine for far to long.
For the first time in generations it feels like we are on the precipice of turning
the proverbial tide. The offshore wind industry is in desperate need of port
development, a fact that will lead to the creation of thousands of local jobs
here in Bridgeport both during construction and operations and maintenance
of the wind farms....We know that the health of our ports is vitally important

Section 3.6.1.1 of the FEIS has been updated to provide estimates from
several sources of projected employment and investment resulting from
growth of the wind energy industry along the Atlantic coast. While the
estimates are national, jobs are anticipated to be concentrated in and near the
east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was also
included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis. Section 3.6.2 of the FEIS has been updated to note the
importance of the Vineyard Wind 1 Project as the east coast's first large-scale
offshore wind energy project. Approval could encourage and support
continued investment in other offshore wind projects and the creation of a
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to our regional economy, and we stand ready to help launch an industry that |domestic supply chain for the offshore wind industry in the eastern United
will dramatically enhance our effort to reduce the effects of climate change. |States.
11945-001 |On balance we found the expanded discussion of cumulative impacts in the |Thank you for your comment.
SEIS a sound addition to the original analysis presented in the DEIS
especially in areas where the scope of analysis (geographic and otherwise)
was increased.
11945-002 |We acknowledge and support the description of potential benefits of future  |As was done in the SEIS, the FEIS utilizes the same framework and
wind power generation buildout scenarios and encourage BOEM to continue |methodology for assessing planned action impacts.
to use the cumulative impact analysis as an appropriate vehicle for this
discussion.
11945-003 |Our recommendations below highlight several areas where the cumulative The SEIS included a discussion of what projects would overlap with the
impact discussion could be expanded to clarify the potential for impacts and |proposed Project within the geographic analysis area. As noted in the SEIS,
how cumulative impacts will be addressed... Construction activities account |the geographic analysis area was defined as the airshed within 15.5 miles (25
for the majority of air emissions associated with offshore wind energy kilometers) of each area potentially impacted by the proposed Project,
development. The cumulative impacts from construction will vary over time |including the lease area, the on-land construction areas, and the mustering
depending on whether project construction periods for multiple projects are  |port(s). Section A.8.1.1 of the SEIS stated that the future offshore wind
sequential or concurrent. We recommend that the discussion of cumulative  |projects that may result in air emissions and air quality impacts within the air
air quality impacts be expanded to discuss whether the construction periods |quality geographic analysis area included projects located within all or
for the Vineyard Wind 1 project and other projects in adjacent lease areas portions of the following lease areas: OCS-A-0486, OCS-A-0487, OCS A
will potentially overlap. 0500, OCS-A-0501 South, OCS-A-0520, and OCS-A-0521. Section A.8.1 of
the FEIS states that the Proposed Action, when combined with past, present,
and reasonably foreseeable activities, could generate up to approximately
2,573,037 tons of construction emissions between 2021 and 2030.
Construction overlap between projects would begin in 2022 based on the
lease areas within the air quality geographic analysis area. The first year of
construction of Sunrise Wind and Revolution Wind would overlap with the
second year of the proposed Project construction (2022) and the other wind
projects within the air quality geographic analysis area would overlap with
the Vineyard Wind 1 Project’s operations.
11945-004 |We encourage BOEM to take a broad/inclusive view of which projects to The geographic analysis areas used in this SEIS for all resource areas are

include in this part of the air quality analysis by incorporating projects
planned for BOEM Lease Areas OCS-A 0517, 0486, and the western portion
of 0487. Air emissions associated with the construction and operation of
projects planned for these areas and from work to improve ports to support
the wind industry, may contribute to air quality impacts associated with the
Vineyard Wind project on the OCS, in state waters, or onshore. Current
construction schedule projections in the Massachusetts and Rhode
Island/Massachusetts lease areas do not appear to coincide, potentially
reducing the intensity of construction period impacts but extending the

based on the area of effects from the Proposed Action. The SEIS included a
discussion of what projects would overlap with the proposed Project within
the geographic analysis area. Certain projects were excluded from the
geographic analysis area for air quality, because air quality impacts from the
Proposed Action were not expected to overlap with those other projects. As
noted in the SEIS, the geographic analysis area was defined as the airshed
within 15.5 miles (25 kilometers) of each area potentially impacted by the
proposed Project, including the lease area, the on-land construction areas, and
the mustering port(s). Section A.8.1.1 of the SEIS stated that the future
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duration of impact over a longer period. Nonetheless, EPA recommends offshore wind projects that may result in air emissions and air quality impacts

presenting a discussion of the cumulative air quality impacts of the lease within the air quality geographic analysis area included projects located

areas identified above in the cumulative impact assessment. within all or portions of the following lease areas: OCS-A-0486, OCS-A-
0487, OCS A 0500, OCS-A-0501 South, OCS-A-0520, and OCS-A-0521.
Section A.8.1 of the FEIS states that the Proposed Action, when combined
with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable activities, could generate up to
approximately 2,573,037 tons of construction emissions between 2021 and
2030. Construction overlap between projects would begin in 2022 based on
the lease areas within the air quality geographic analysis area. The first year
of construction of Sunrise Wind and Revolution Wind would overlap with
the second year of the proposed Project construction (2022) and the other
wind projects within the air quality geographic analysis area would overlap
with the Vineyard Wind 1 Project’s operations. Therefore, no change to the
FEIS is warranted.

11945-005 |EPA notes that recent interconnection queues for ISO NE, NYISO, and PJM |Section A.8.1 of the FEIS has been updated to include additional information.
indicate that new generating entrants will be made up of a mix of natural gas, |BOEM has updated Section A.8.1 of the FEIS to include an analysis using
dual fuel natural gas/oil, solar, wind and energy storage. We recommend that |[EPA's AVERT and COBRA tools to assess air quality and health benefits.
BOEM consider the interconnection queues for ISO NE, NYISO, and PJIM  |AVERT uses information about the historical patterns of power generation
when assessing impacts of electric generating units that would likely come  |throughout the year to evaluate the potential for emissions avoided on an
online in the No Action Alternative and update the alternative accordingly.  |hourly basis throughout the year in a specific region, for a given category and

size of renewable energy or energy efficiency project. The avoided emissions
output can then be analyzed with COBRA. The annual potential avoided
emissions calculated by AVERT for an 800 MW offshore wind facility in the
New England AVERT region are included in Table A.8.1-3 of the FEIS.

11945-006 |While the current SEIS is based on actions and activities that are "reasonably |Each applicant is required to submit a COP with their proposed action for
foreseeable" it is by default an analysis conducted based on our current BOEM's review at which time, triggers a NEPA EIS review. Each EIS will
understanding of the environment in the project areas; how those areas are  |require an analysis of impacts and the selection of the preferred alternative.
used by fishery resources, marine mammals, birds and numerous
stakeholders; existing technology; construction techniques and other external
forces driving wind power development such as the economy and public
policy. As projects are constructed BOEM will have the ability to evaluate
whether expected impacts occur at the same intensity as anticipated in the
cumulative impact analysis. We encourage BOEM to use that knowledge to
update and refine the cumulative impact analysis and to focus on how
cumulative impacts associated with wind power development will be
addressed over time.

11945-007 |In addition to tracking changes to technology and the marine environment The FEIS has been updated to address the benefits to port infrastructure.

over time, we encourage future cumulative impact analyses by BOEM to
incorporate impacts from increases in onshore support facilities at repurposed
and new port areas developed along the Atlantic seaboard. These support

These benefits are addressed for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project, as well as for
planned actions that would affect ports within the geographic analysis area.
Benefits are discussed under the port utilization IPFs in Sections 3.6.1 and
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facilities will be necessary to support a rapidly growing wind industry and  |3.6.2 and Sections A.8.6.1 and A.8.6.2 (Appendix A) of the FEIS. For future
they have the potential to bring a range of benefits and impacts to host projects, each applicant is required to submit a COP with their proposed
communities. action for BOEM's review at which time, triggers a NEPA EIS review. Each
EIS will require an analysis of impacts including a review of planned actions.
11945-008 |We continue to encourage BOEM to expand the executive summary of the  |The information presented in the executive summary is purposefully high-
cumulative impacts analysis with a focus on providing key takeaways level information, and the details of the impacts described are intended to be
regarding potential impacts and how they will be considered by BOEM in the resource-specific sections of Chapter 3 and Appendix A of the FEIS.
across all lease areas. The summary would benefit from a narrative
description of all moderate to major cumulative impacts anticipated that
explains the causal factors for those impacts and strategies that can be
implemented to address each impact. A focus on representing the impacts in
a visual manner and providing appropriate supporting narrative summaries
would also be helpful. Figure A.7- 17 from Appendix A could be brought
forward to the executive summary as a key figure showing the eventual
development that provides context for the long term cumulative impacts
analysis with respect to a range of impacts including but not limited to
marine mammals, navigation, fishermen and fisheries. Enhanced with color
shading this figure could also show when each project lease area is expected
to be developed (to the degree that information is available) over time,
providing further context to understand the cumulative impacts of offshore
wind energy development in and adjacent to the project area.
11961-001 |The new research found that the top 20 companies on the list have Thank you for your comment.
contributed to 35 percent of all energyrelated carbon dioxide and methane
emissions worldwide, which adds up to 480 billion tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent since 1965. That date is notable, since in 1965, the president of the
American Petroleum Institute informed his industry about research into
climate change caused by fossil fuels. The substance of the report is that
there is still time to save the worlds peoples from the catastrophic
consequence of pollution, but time is running out, said Frank Ikard in 1965,
as Desmog reported.
11962-001 |The wind farms will put the commercial fishing industry of America out of |Section 3.11.1.1 and 3.11.2 of the SEIS discusses how offshore wind
business and make us more dependent on foreign fish imports. development will potentially impact commercial fisheries. This includes a
cumulative assessment of projected revenue exposure from all potential
offshore wind lease areas (Table 3.11-3 of the SEIS) if a harvester opts to no
longer fish in the area and cannot recapture that income in a different
location. Section 3.10 and Appendix D of the FEIS discuss the voluntary
revenue compensation funds established by Vineyard Wind and states that
impacts or losses for which claims may be filed include lost revenues related
to the Project’s interference with fishing activities (if any).
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11968-001 |...would like to express our concern with Vineyard Winds proposed locations |Section 1.1 of the DEIS contained, as well as the FEIS, information on the
of their Turbine Windmills. The results of fish and the ocean resources has  |background of the process and proposed Project. Appendix C (formerly
been detrimental in documented Norwegian wind turbines and locally in Chapter 4) of the FEIS has been updated with information on the
Narragansett Bay fishing area.. Through their operation these sites have coordination and consultation process to date for the proposed Project. The
disturbed and dispersed and damaged the fisheries near these turbines. Why |wind energy area offshore Massachusetts was reduced by approximately 50%
is it the fishermen are treated as low hanging fruit that first gets pushed out of |through the removal of the Nantucket Lightship Habitat Closure Area based
traditional fishing grounds to create "Sanctuaries" and Monument" Preserves |on comments from the fishing industry and fisheries managers. This occurred
and left to scrape a living in non traditional fishing areas. Now they are as part of the official public notice and comment period for the Request for
finally seeing they can make a feeble living in these nontraditional areas and |Information (see https://www.boem.gov/Revised-MA-EA-2014/). The area
we are pushed out to an energy project our tax money and higher energy bills |south of Cox Ledge was removed from leasing consideration by BOEM
are funding and twenty years from now they will be rotten at the bottom of  |during the Area Identification process. Through this process, high value
the ocean... Why are these sites not put in areas we do not fish? There is a big|fishing areas were identified by the Rhode Island Fisheries Advisory Board
ocean out there and I'm sure the wind blows all over. Is it to help the profits |and removed prior to leasing.
of these multinational corporations instead of we the people? The ones your
suppose to look out for! I can only hope that you reconsider these sites and
find alternative locations that do not effect hard working fishermen that
supply a natural protein, unadulterated by foreign corporations and
governments that is a tremendous healthy and economic engine for New
England and the better part of the East Coast of these United States.

11968-002 |Are we also giving real consideration to navigation, the right whales and The DEIS, SEIS, and Section 3.4 of FEIS addresses potential impacts to right
other species that will be harmed by these hundreds of wind projects all over |whales.
the traditional feeding grounds ?

11973-002 | The project will provide clean, renewable, and cost-effective electricity to  |Ratepayer costs depend on numerous variables beyond the scope of the EIS.
400,000 homes and business in Massachusetts and save ratepayers more than
$1.4 billion in energy-related cost savings over the life of the project.

11973-003 |Offshore wind is a high capacity, domestic renewable energy resource that  |Thank you for your comment.
will improve energy security and reliability.

11973-005 |We recognize and appreciate your role in understanding and balancing the Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred

varying needs of the offshore wind industry, commercial fishing, maritime
navigation, and other uses. Late last year, after hearing from many
stakeholders, the developers of the New England Wind Energy Areas (NE
WEA) collaborated to propose a uniform, 1 x 1 nautical miles spacing
between turbines, a layout that was recently endorsed by the United States
Coast Guard (USCGQG). Despite this fact, the fishing industry has proposed
additional transit lanes of at least 4 NMs (reflected in Alternative F of the
SDEIS), a move that would severely constrain clean energy production and
not meaningfully improve navigation or safety. Alternative “F” slashes the
generation capacity of the project and puts the entire region at risk of not
meeting energy demand even as many of New England’s fossil fuel and

alternative.
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nuclear power plants are retiring. For these reasons, we oppose the additional
transit lanes outlined in Alternate F. Implementation of those additional
transit lanes will only further constrain the economic and environmental
benefits of the industry.

11973-006

This project is the culmination of more than ten years of exhaustive study and
analysis, and extensive public consultation, to determine where offshore wind
could be built with the least possible impact on existing industries and the
environment. To grow a stable and prosperous offshore wind industry and
homegrown workforce, we need regulatory predictability and a clear pathway
forward. Further delay of Vineyard Wind 1 is not an option.

Thank you for your comment.

11973-007

The rapid deployment of offshore wind is essential to achieve state and
regional greenhouse gas emission reduction targets and limit the worst
impacts of climate change. Vineyard Wind 1 alone will avoid the emission of
almost 1.7 million tons of carbon dioxide per year, the equivalent of
removing 325,000 cars of the road.

Thank you for your comment.

11983-001

The US Coast Guard has said that the standard nautical mile distancing in a
grid pattern would

accommodate the needs of fishermen, shipping, the Coast Guard's own
operations, and search and rescue. Alternative F would minimize energy
output with little if any benefit to other operations. Please strike it from your
list of alternatives.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

11984-001

What brings me here is not a single project, but the chance to comment based
on the broad scope of the SEIS, and all the projects that it encompasses. As |
expect you fully realize, offshore wind offers exciting prospects:

- It can offer large amounts of pollution-free generation, which many states,
including

along the Eastern seaboard, are demanding. That matters for reducing air
pollution from

fossil fuel power plants that affects, in particular, the often-marginalized
communities

that abut those plants. And it matters for reducing climate change’s harmful
impacts—

including on the marine environment and all that depends on it.1

- Offshore wind generates at times that make it an excellent complement to
other

renewable energy resources, including because of its strength in winter.

- Offshore wind can offer savings to electricity customers, thanks to the
strong cost

reductions that the industry has achieved, which are themselves thanks in part

Thank you for your comment.
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to the

strong state policies that have prompted larger projects and offered
economies of scale.

- And offshore wind can offer economic development and jobs, with the
creation of an

entirely new industry, with all the project study, development, installation,
maintenance,

manufacturing, finance, and more that the industry entails. That job creation
potential

seems particularly important with high unemployment and an economy in
need of

rebuilding.

11984-002

...this SEIS’s conclusion regarding air pollution (p. A-43) is notable:

"The proposed Project and other future offshore wind projects will in fact
probably lead to reduced emissions from fossil fuel power-generating
facilities and benefit air quality. Under the No Action Alternative, additional,
more polluting, fossil fuel energy facilities would come or be kept on-line to
meet future power demand, fired by natural gas, oil, or coal." Also
noteworthy is the text immediately following, in which BOEM suggests that
the fossil impacts from not having built the first large-scale offshore wind
project in US waters “would be mitigated partially by other future offshore
wind projects surrounding the proposed Project area” (p. A-44). Yet it
challenging to envision subsequent offshore wind projects succeeding in the
near term if a first project failed to proceed not because of its merits but
because of the lack of such a smooth, science-based process—hence
theimportance of this proceeding (as noted below).

Thank you for your comment.

11984-003

One area of consideration deserves particular attention and comment: The
spacing and layout of the turbines. When the five New England leaseholders
proposed to adopt a uniform 1x1 turbine layout, the same east-west/north-
south orientation, that was a solid response to many of the concerns
expressed about the prior plans and navigation through the projects. And in
its recent MARIPARS study, the US Coast Guard confirmed the
appropriateness of that spacing.

But spacing the turbines so much farther apart also appreciably reduces the
number of turbines and generation possible in the lease areas; Vineyard Wind
estimated a 13,000-megawatt reduction for the New England lease areas,
with a 30% reduction in potential clean energy. So we voice our strong
opposition to the SEIS’s Alternative F, which would require additional transit
lanes beyond the hundreds provided by the 1x1 fixed orientation layout.
Alternative F would lead to a lot more lost potential. Fewer megawatts and

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.
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less generation would mean more air pollution impacts from the fossil fuel
generation that those turbines could have displaced, less savings on
electricity bills, fewer opportunities for economic development and jobs, and
a heightened impact on marine wildlife from the worsening impacts of
climate change. None of those should be acceptable outcomes, and we ask
you to reject Alternative F in particular.

11984-004

In my almost three decades of working in the power sector, I have never seen
an opportunity like we’re seeing now with offshore wind. The lengthy
process to date, and now a strongly supportive SEIS, provide a strong basis
for moving forward, with appropriate attention to mitigation. What comes of
this process isn’t about just one project; it’s about every project in the queue
behind it, and about fidelity to science, and facts, and good decision making.

Thank you for your comment.

11987-001

The climate crisis will destroy civilization if we dont seriously reduce fossil
fuel plants.

Thank you for your comment.

11991-001

We must invest as much as possible in clean, renewable energy, our future
depends on it!

Thank you for your comment.

11994-001

Offshore wind is a key tool for building a sustainable future for America. It
will lower electricity bills, create jobs, and help to address the urgent need for
low-carbon electricity.

Thank you for your comment.

12007-001

There is no reason for any traffic lanes. The law should not allow any traffic
that cant fit between or under the turbines. Anything else should be
prohibited by law and made to go around, just like the laws that protect our
dams around this country.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.

12008-001

WHILE I AM CONCERNED ABOUT BIRDS AND OTHER ANIMALS
FLYING INTO OFFSHORE WINDMILLS, I AM SURE THAT THESE
ISSUES CAN BE MITIGATED.

Thank you for your comment.

12017-001

As a Rhode Island resident, I am aware that this project will have some
detrimental environmental impacts, especially during construction. But,
Vineyard Wind's Draft Environmental Impact Statement Supplement
addresses the environmental impact concerns thoroughly.

Thank you for your comment.

12017-002

The environmental catastrophe that is the currently progressing climate crisis
should be enough to secure Vineyard Wind's place in our mitigation efforts.
After all, the October 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) report states that our planet must not exceed 1.5 degrees C of
warming. The report goes on to say, we humans must reduce our carbon
emissions 45% by the year 2030. It is now nearly two years after the IPCC
report and the carbon content of our atmosphere continues to increase. This
alone should be enough evidence to ensure that Vineyard Wind's
Construction and Operation Plan move forward.

Thank you for your comment.
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12017-003

Many people are losing their jobs, some temporarily, but others may be
permanent. This project and, others like it up and down the U.S. Atlantic
coast, will provide many good jobs at a time when they will be desperately
needed. A recent study found that the U.S. offshore wind industry will create
over 80,000 jobs in the next ten years. Vineyard Wind states they expect to
create 3,600 jobs for this project. These jobs will be high paying (many
unionized) as Vineyard Wind has pledged to sign Project Labor Agreements
(PLA's). The green economy is here now and waiting to be tapped.

Section 3.6.2.1 of the FEIS notes that the estimated direct job creation by
Vineyard Wind in Massachusetts alone would be approximately 3,100 to
3,600 FTE job years, including 1,100 to 1,550 job years during construction
and about 80 jobs lasting at least 25 years (resulting in 2,000 FTE job years)
during operation. These data were also provided in the DEIS. Section 3.6.1.1
of the FEIS provides estimates from several sources of projected employment
and investment resulting from growth of the wind energy industry along the
Atlantic coast. Jobs and investment are anticipated to be concentrated in and
near the east coast states that would host offshore wind. This information was
also included in the SEIS (Section 3.7.2.1), and the FEIS provides additional
detail and analysis.

12019-001

We commend the BOEM on the comprehensive and thorough analysis
contained in the SEIS. The SEIS confirms our strong belief that offshore
wind energy can be developed in a manner consistent with and protects
wildlife, sensitive habitat, and maritime uses such as commercial fishing and
marine navigation.

Thank you for your comment.

12019-002

We note the statement in the SEIS that “The proposed Project and other
future offshore wind projects will in fact probably lead to reduced emissions
from fossil fuel power-generating facilities and benefit air quality.”
According to the SEIS, without offshore wind development, “additional,
more polluting, fossil fuel energy facilities would come or be kept on-line to
meet future power demand, fired by natural gas, oil, or coal.” We support the
continued development and growth of offshore wind. Offshore wind energy
is critical for meeting the clean energy goals of the Cape & Islands region,
New England and beyond. The untapped offshore wind resource along the
U.S. Eastern Seaboard is one of the most powerful in the world and within
reach of densely populated areas where energy demands are high and new
resource options are few. In our region, offshore wind holds the potential to
provide over 50% of the potential clean energy resource for our region.

Thank you for your comment.

12019-003

In our region, offshore wind holds the potential to provide over 50% of the
potential clean energy resource for our region. The potential to create 83,000
jobs and deliver $25 billion in annual economic input by 2030 are additional
important benefits. While we understand that this resource must be bult
responsibly, to transition our grid to locally sourced clean energy, the need to
move forward is urgent, and projects such as Vineyard Wind should advance
as quickly as responsible development will allow.

Thank you for your comment.

12019-004

We support the East-West One Nautical Mile Wind Turbine Spacing without
transit lanes (Alternative D2). This Alternative would require that the wind
turbine generators are oriented in an east-west direction and have a minimum

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative.
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spacing of 1 nautical mile between them. This could reduce conflicts with
existing ocean uses, such as commercial fishing and marine navigation. We
believe that this Alternative allows for continued coexistence between a new
industry and existing marine users, such as the commercial fishing industry,
while protecting the marine environment and setting a path forward.
Requiring additional transit lanes, deemed unnecessary by the US Coast
Guard would result in Project delay and damage to the offshore wind
industry.

12019-005

We also support the Covell’s Beach Landfall Alternative (Alternative B).
This Alternative would limit the cable landfall to only Covell’s Beach. We
believe that doing this could reduce impacts on environmental and
socioeconomic resources, particularly impacts on Lewis Bay.

Section 2.5 of the FEIS has been added which includes the agency-preferred
alternative. Vineyard Wind has indicated that New Hampshire Avenue
landfall location is no longer a consideration as they have received all the
necessary state and local permits for the Covell's Beach landfall site.

12019-006

We believe the SEIS provides sufficient information supporting the
development of the offshore wind industry, including the Vineyard Wind
Project, and the much-needed clean renewable energy resource it will
provide. We urge BOEM to complete this review in a timely fashion, provide
a pathway for this project to move forward recognizing the immense
refinement and compromise, and avoid unnecessary measu