
Michelle Morin, Chief, Environment Branch 

Office of Renewable Energy Programs 

Offshore Renewable Energy Program 

Best Management Practices Workshop for     Silver Spring, MD  

Atlantic Offshore Wind Facilities and Marine Protected Species Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

 



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

OFFSHORE RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM 

2 

“… may grant a lease [for] energy from sources other than  

oil and gas … in a manner that provides for safety and 

protection of the environment.”      

- Energy Policy Act of 2005, Sec. 388 
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ATLANTIC 
OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY 
COMMERCIAL LEASES 

Exclusive right to use the lease area to 

develop plans (i.e., conduct surveys) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

No right to construct any facilities 
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Lease stipulations 

 

Environmental 

assessment and 

consultations 

 

Science and 

stakeholders 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

COMMERCIAL LEASES 



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANS 

Description of resources, conditions, and 

activities that could be affected 

 

Detailed information to assist in NEPA 

compliance 

 

 

 

Marine mammal and sea turtle 

survey guidelines: 

 
www.boem.gov/Survey-Guidelines/ 
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Terms and conditions 

of plan approval 

 

NEPA review and 

consultations 

 

Science and 

stakeholders 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
RENEWABLE ENERGY PLANS 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY REGULATIONS 

 

A developer’s plan must include: 

 proposed measures and best management practices 

 

“Best management practices mean 

practices recognized within their respective 

industry, or by Government, as one of the 

best for achieving the desired output while 

reducing undesirable outcomes.” 
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 

CATEGORIES OF MITIGATION MEASURES 

Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action. 

 

Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or 

magnitude of the action and its implementation. 
 

Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, 

or restoring the affected environment. 
 

Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by 

preservation and maintenance operations during 

the life of the action. 
 

Compensating for the impact by replacing or 

providing substitute resources or environments. 
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SCOPE AND FORMS OF 

MITIGATION MEASURES 

Incorporated into the 

project design 

(the proposed action) 
 

(Agency and applicant 

commitments) 
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Alternatives 

to the proposed action 
 

(in addition to) 

Identification of reasonable mitigation is not limited to: 

Significant impacts or agency's authority 
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IMPORTANCE AND PURPOSE OF  

MONITORING 

 Ensure compliance  

 

 Study effectiveness  

 

 Remedy non-effective 

or failed mitigation  

 

 Detect unforeseen 

impacts 

12 



REAL-TIME OPPORTUNITY FOR DEVELOPMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL OBSERVATIONS (RODEO) 
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Michelle Morin 

michelle.morin@boem.gov 

703-787-1722 

 

For more information visit  
www.boem.gov/Renewable-Energy 

 


