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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very
 3    much for coming tonight.  But before we get into
 4    introductions and who we are and why we are here, let's
 5    start out with something very, very important.
 6    Mr. Rossman Peetook has agreed to start us off with a
 7    blessing.
 8               (Blessing offered by Rossman Peetook.)
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you
10    very, very much, Mr. Peetook.
11              Good evening.  Thank you for coming.  I
12    understand we have had some snow over the last weekend,
13    quite a bit here.  It's kind of cold out and windy, so
14    thank you for coming this evening.
15              Before we get into all of the details on why we
16    are here, I'm going to tell you who we are.  Okay?  My
17    name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the Regional Director for Alaska
18    for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be
19    previously referred as Minerals Management Service and
20    then the Bureau of Ocean Energy Regulation, Management and
21    Enforcement.  Now we are just BOEM, Bureau of Ocean Energy
22    Management.  And I'll explain a little bit of that a
23    little bit later.  But who the rest of us are.
24              Well, I'm from the regional office in Anchorage.
25    From our headquarters office in Washington, D.C., we have
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 1    got Renee Orr.  Renee is the Chief of Strategic Resources,
 2    and I'll explain her role as we get further into the
 3    mini-presentation.  We have got Jennifer Culbertson.
 4    Where is Jennifer?  Jennifer is also from Washington, D.C.
 5    She's involved in the EIS that we helped them with.  And
 6    I'll point out what she does, as well.  We have got Tim
 7    Holder.  Where is Tim?  Tim holder is now in headquarters
 8    Washington, D.C., but he lived in Alaska how many years?
 9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Twenty-five.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Twenty-five years in
11    Nome and Anchorage, right?  So he decided to go to
12    Washington, D.C. and tell them how to do it.
13              We also have Nancy Deschu.  Nancy is a water
14    quality specialist and also a biologist that works with
15    our headquarters folks.  John Callahan is our public
16    affairs officer, and he just ran to get coffee.  And I
17    told him if he doesn't bring coffee back, we are not going
18    to unlock the door.
19              Rob McWhorter is from Argonne National Labs, and
20    he helps us putting the documents together, this big thing
21    we are going to talk about very briefly, and also with
22    logistics.
23              And last, but not least, the second most
24    important person in the room -- you are the most
25    important.  We want to hear from you.  The second-most
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 1    important person is Mary Vavrik.  Mary Vavrik is writing
 2    down everything we say.  It's very, very important.
 3              Tonight's meeting is not about us.  It's about
 4    you and what you think.  And so we changed our meetings a
 5    bit.  In the past we would come up here and we would say
 6    talk to us.  And many of you have told us in the past that
 7    you don't tell us what we are talking about.  Why is this
 8    important?  So we have listened to you and so we have
 9    changed our meetings a bit so we can walk you through why
10    we're here, why we are taking up time in your evenings and
11    why it's so important we hear from you now.
12              What we are going to talk about tonight is the
13    2010 to 2017 five-year plan for oil and gas and the draft
14    environmental impact statement, this big book here, and
15    what this tells us about the environmental concerns.
16    Okay.  It's a draft document.  It's not done yet.  That's
17    why we're here to tell you what it is.
18              Now, I mentioned that we are from the Bureau of
19    Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be the Minerals
20    Management Service.  And then we all know what happened on
21    April 20, 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico:  Deepwater Horizon.
22    Well, that caused us all to think things through.  And we
23    had one agency that did the leasing, that did the science,
24    and the same agency also collected the money, and the same
25    agency did the inspections.  And whether they were real or
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 1    whether they were perceptions, there may be conflict
 2    there.  We have to make sure we know what we are doing and
 3    we focus on that.
 4              So President Obama and Secretary of Interior Ken
 5    Salazar broke our MMS up into three parts.  We are from
 6    the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  We are responsible
 7    for the leasing, the five-year plan, the environmental
 8    documents, and the science.  Okay?  The Office of Natural
 9    Resources Revenue, they collect the money.  They do their
10    thing, but they don't impact us.  Our job is to focus on
11    the science, the environmental assessments, working with
12    our stakeholders and determining where and when is the
13    right time to do any oil and gas, if at all.
14              Then the inspectors and the people that do the
15    engineering and they write the rules and they do the
16    enforcement, they are in BSEE, the Bureau of Safety and
17    Environmental Enforcement.  They don't worry about what we
18    do, per se.  They don't worry about the money.  Their only
19    job is safety and environmental compliance.  So we all
20    have our jobs.  We talk to each other, of course, but I
21    know what my job is.  Renee knows what her job is.  The
22    people, the engineers, the inspectors, they know what
23    their job is.  That's what they focus on.  And then the
24    money people, the Office of Natural Resource Revenue, they
25    focus on the money.  They are over there.  Okay?  They
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 1    don't influence what we do.  All right?
 2              Now, why are we here tonight?  And if any of my
 3    colleagues want to jump in and help me out, please do.  If
 4    you go back to a thing, this Outer Continental Shelf Lands
 5    Act that goes back into the '50s, it says, "It is hereby
 6    declared to be the policy of the United States that the
 7    Outer Continental Shelf is a vital national resource held
 8    by the federal government for the public" -- that's
 9    y'all -- "which should be made available for expeditious
10    and orderly development subject to environmental
11    safeguards in a manner which is consistent with the
12    maintenance of competition and other national needs."
13    Okay.  That's the law that tells us what to do.
14              To go into some of the details a bit, the
15    Secretary of Interior cannot have a lease sale off your
16    coast unless it's in a five-year plan.  Right now we are
17    in the 2007 to 2012 five-year plan.  That was decided many
18    years ago, five years ago.  And there were some lease
19    sales scheduled in the Arctic.  Well, those aren't in
20    stone.  We all know what happened in April 20, 2010, the
21    Deepwater Horizon.  The Secretary decided to take a
22    cautious approach to the Arctic even before that happened.
23    And so some of the lease sales that were scheduled during
24    this current five-year plan were cancelled.  He said let's
25    take a reality check.  Let's slow it down and be cautious.
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 1              So the things we are talking about tonight,
 2    nothing is in stone for several years yet, but we have to
 3    start the conversation.
 4              Now, these five-year plans have to be done every
 5    five years.  And some of the times we have come up here,
 6    several of you have told us, why do you keep coming back.
 7    We told you this, the same thing, every year.  It's not
 8    that we don't believe you, but the law says before the
 9    Secretary has a five-year plan, you have to go talk to the
10    taxpayer, your boss, y'all, to see what they think.  And
11    so that's why we keep coming back.  We are not here
12    because we don't believe you.  It's because the law says
13    we have to listen to you every several years to make sure
14    that's what you think.  And if you tell us the same thing,
15    that's fine.  If you change something, that's fine, too.
16    But the law says come up to villages like Wainwright here,
17    get input before the Secretary has a new plan.
18              Okay.  So that's why we are here; not to take up
19    your time, not to impact the holidays, but to make sure
20    the Secretary has what he or she needs to make a decision.
21              And John brought coffee, so that's why the door
22    is unlocked.
23              All right.  Now, to be very brief, this is what
24    we are talking about, this five-year plan.  It's very
25    general.  It's not real specific.  It's very broad.  We
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 1    are going to talk about maybe some lease sales, but those
 2    won't be decided for a couple of years yet, so this is
 3    very broad in our discussion, right, Renee?
 4                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Right.  It's from a
 5    national perspective, the whole country.
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  When we talk about
 7    regional lease sales, we come back up here and start the
 8    process again.  Then there may be exploration.  Okay.
 9    Remember, there hasn't been a well drilled in the Alaska
10    Arctic for about nine years now.  Maybe next year, maybe
11    next year for Shell.  They have a plan in.  We
12    contingently approved the plan, but they have more work to
13    do, so that's not a given.  So there would be about ten
14    years before anyone has been allowed to drill a well, even
15    though they have had the leases.
16              Just because someone has a lease doesn't mean
17    they can go out and do what they want.  They still have
18    to -- we still have to have a lease sale.  We still have
19    to do the NEPA and follow the laws for exploration, then
20    production and decommissioning.  Right now we are at this
21    stage for the next five-year plan.  This is the
22    environmental document that was finished last month that
23    says what the impact might be if we go on with these lease
24    sales, which are not definitive yet.  We are still in the
25    discussion stage.  That's why we are here.
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 1              Okay.  Now, for the five-year plan we are
 2    talking about, 2012 to '17, there are six areas where
 3    there may be lease sales.  The eastern, central, and
 4    western Gulf of Mexico.  In Alaska, maybe one sale in Cook
 5    Inlet, depending if industry is interested, and maybe one
 6    sale in the Chukchi or the Beaufort.  The Beaufort Sea, if
 7    there is a sale, will be no earlier than 2015.  And if
 8    there is a sale in the Chukchi area, it would be no
 9    earlier than 2016.  The reason for that is that gives time
10    for more discussion.  That gives time for more science to
11    be done.  It also gives time that if there is exploration
12    in the Chukchi Sea next year or the year after that, that
13    information -- is there oil there, did the oil companies
14    find anything if they are allowed to drill -- might tell
15    us more on what we should do with those sales.  So nothing
16    is in stone yet.  We are here for discussion.  Have I
17    covered that right?
18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Absolutely.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  She's from headquarters.
20    I make sure that I do this right.
21              Now, focusing more on the Arctic.  Again, I said
22    for the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea area -- that's how I
23    understand it's pronounced, Beaufort Sea -- and the
24    Chukchi, there are already areas that will not be
25    considered.  We have got areas off of Barrow and areas off
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 1    of Kaktovik that are very important for subsistence
 2    whaling.  There is also a 25-mile buffer here off the
 3    Chukchi area because of whaling and subsistence issues.
 4    Now, that's as small as it could get.  As we go through
 5    the process --
 6                    MS. RENEE ORR:  As big as it could get.
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They could get bigger.
 8    They could get bigger.  The deferral areas could be
 9    bigger.  If we find out that's not the right size, it may
10    be bigger.  It could be bigger.  If these two areas off
11    the Beaufort Sea are not big enough from what we hear, we
12    can discuss that, too.  The point is that every region is
13    different.  This is not the Gulf of Mexico.  It is not
14    California.  It's not the Atlantic coast off of New Jersey
15    and those kind of places.  This is the Arctic.  One size
16    does not fit all.  If these areas are too big, with the
17    information we are getting from you all and others, the
18    actual lease sales, if they occur, could be smaller.
19    Okay?  So this is just where we start.
20              Okay.  Then the Cook Inlet, I'll just throw that
21    in there.  There may be one sale as early as 2013 if
22    industry is interested, and then if they are interested,
23    of course, there would have to be another environmental
24    document done for Cook Inlet.  If they are not interested,
25    we don't go down that path.
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 1              Okay.  What is the EIS process?  This is a big
 2    document here.  This is just for this five-year program.
 3    It covers the Gulf of Mexico and also the Arctic and also
 4    Cook Inlet.  The whole process is to disclose everything,
 5    what is being thought about right now, to involve the
 6    public.  That's why we come here and we take the time out
 7    of your busy schedules near a holiday.  And my wife is
 8    upset, too.  She's out shopping for Christmas, and here I
 9    am.  But this is important.  So we need to involve the
10    public.
11              We have to identify and evaluate alternatives.
12    Our 15 sales, you know, three in Alaska, and then 12 in
13    the Gulf of Mexico, really what should be done?  So we
14    have these alternatives in the document where, okay,
15    alternative one is to have 15 lease sales in six planning
16    areas.  Is that the best idea?  What do people think?
17    It's outlined in here in terms of the potential
18    environmental impacts.  What is the right thing to do?  We
19    have to disclose this.  We have to involve the public.  We
20    have to identify any alternatives.
21              Avoid negative impacts.  Okay.  The OCS Lands
22    Act requires us to balance economics with the environment
23    and everything else that goes with it.  Up here in the
24    Chukchi and the Beaufort, subsistence hunting and
25    subsistence lifestyles are incredibly important.  We
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 1    cannot impact that.  That's something that is different
 2    than, let's say, the Gulf of Mexico.  They have shrimp
 3    fishermen and things like that, but it's a different type
 4    of fishing, a different type of hunting.  It's not the
 5    same as in the Arctic.  It's a totally different
 6    environment.  We understand that.  What's important to the
 7    communities up here has to be factored into this
 8    discussion and decision.
 9              And to identify environmental analyses and to
10    bring everything together, you end up with something this
11    big.
12              Okay.  What are some of the things that we talk
13    about in this document?  This is a draft document.  Before
14    it went -- was published, we sent out calls for
15    information.  Tell us what you think.  What should be in
16    the document?  When we got information from the public,
17    when we went to Nome, when we went to USGS, when we went
18    to the Park Service, when we went to the North Slope
19    Bureau fisheries scientists, when we went to all of them,
20    things began to bubble up on the kind of things we need to
21    consider for this document, everything from seismic
22    surveying that create noise, drilling, service vessels.
23              We hear that -- and we know now from the facts
24    that there is not as much ice as there used to be.  There
25    is a lot more shipping up there.  You know, transportation
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 1    of commercial goods, even recreational boaters have been
 2    up here.  So there is a lot more noise.  Service vessels,
 3    bottom disturbance.  If there were drilling, there might
 4    be pipelines.  There is going to be anchoring.  Air
 5    emissions, air quality, coastal activities, pipeline.  If
 6    they bring the oil ashore, if they drill and if they find
 7    oil and if it goes to development -- and that's a lot of
 8    ifs -- a pipeline, where is it going to come ashore?  That
 9    has to be considered.
10              Support facilities.  If they are going to have
11    this activity go offshore in your garden, what kind of
12    support facilities are they going to need?  What impact
13    could that have?  People like Nancy, people like Jennifer
14    have to look at that and say, okay, this is the
15    environment.  This is what could happen.  What's the
16    impact?  What's the potential.
17              Accidental oil spills, an area of very hot
18    debate.  Cleaning up oil in the Arctic, everyone knows
19    that is really, really difficult and it cannot be allowed
20    to occur.  The best way to clean up an oil spill is not to
21    let an oil spill occur.  So what are the safety factors
22    involved?  Those are things that are being discussed now
23    to make sure that if it occurs, everybody has their Ps and
24    Qs in order because everyone is watching.
25              Other things that are considered, marine and
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 1    coastal habitats, marine and coastal birds, fisheries,
 2    marine mammals, archeological resources.  What evidence is
 3    there of previous generations offshore we need to protect?
 4    Very important.  And also the socioeconomics.  How does it
 5    affect our communities if there is changes, if there is
 6    development?  All that has to be put into this document.
 7              Special considerations.  After the Deepwater
 8    Horizon accident, the tragedy, 11 people lost their lives,
 9    five million barrels of oil went into the ocean.  They are
10    still cleaning it up.  We have to look at the risk.  What
11    is the risk of a potential of that happening in the Arctic
12    or in the Gulf of Mexico again?  What are the potential
13    catastrophic impacts if this is to occur?
14              Also climate change.  We are watching the
15    Arctic.  NOAA just came out with a report last week that
16    says there is a lot less ice than there was before.  It's
17    impacting where polar bears go and walruses.  It's
18    impacting where you go to fish and where you hunt.  All
19    that has to be considered in a document like this put out
20    to the public so you can help us make it better so the
21    decisionmaker, the Secretary of the Interior, can make the
22    right decision.
23              So where are we in this process?  As I said, we
24    come up here, myself and others, you see us probably more
25    than you would like.
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 1                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Could you clarify
 2    what -- which part they are still cleaning up off the
 3    coast of Louisiana?
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's off the coast of
 5    Louisiana, certain areas and beaches, backwaters.
 6                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Not in Alaska?
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, no, no, sir.  No,
 8    sir.  There has been no drilling in the Arctic going on
 9    nine years now, approaching ten years.  It's an area that
10    we are watching very closely.  The Secretary is taking a
11    very cautious approach.  Mistakes cannot be allowed to
12    happen.  I mean, we all know that.  This is not the Gulf.
13    It's a very harsh environment, very unforgiving.  You work
14    out there.  You know.
15              But where are we in the process?  It takes two
16    to three years to get to where we are today, even before a
17    decision is made.  This was starting to be discussed in
18    August of 2008 when Renee's group said, look,
19    Mr. Secretary, the current five-year plan goes from 2007
20    to 2012.  When that plan expires, if you ever want to have
21    any more lease sales, you have to have a new five-year
22    plan.  So back in 2008, Renee's group went out to ask for
23    information what people thought.  A draft proposed program
24    came out in 2009, and we were up here talking to you all.
25              Public comment and scoping materials went from
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 1    January of 2009 now to March 2011.  We then come out with
 2    a proposed program last month with an environmental impact
 3    statement.  And this is not the end of it.  This is just a
 4    draft document.  It will not be finalized and there will
 5    not be a decision till late in 2012.
 6              The point I'm trying to make is this is a long
 7    process.  It was intentionally made long so that we can
 8    talk to people and we can take your message back to
 9    headquarters.  That's where Renee is, who can sit down
10    with the Secretary and his assistants to say this is what
11    we have heard from our constituents before he makes a
12    decision.  It's a long process.  It requires a lot of
13    discussion.  It requires us to come up here and talk with
14    you.  Again, we know you have busy schedules.  It's the
15    holiday season.  It's in the evening.  But we are here
16    because it's important.
17              Now, this was put on the Web.  We mailed copies
18    of this document to all the villages.  We've got CDs with
19    the document.  It's now open for public comment.  You can
20    submit comments through this process here, this website,
21    or you can mail something to James Bennett at our
22    headquarters office.  So there is lots of ways to do it.
23              You know, one of the ways that's very important
24    is to talk with people such as yourself and actually come
25    to the villages.  Not everybody has time to sit down at
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 1    the computer and bang something out or to send us a note.
 2    So that's why we come out here, to say that the process is
 3    still ongoing.  There is an environmental document for
 4    anybody to read and comment on.  We take your comments.
 5    They collate them at headquarters, and they send them up
 6    the chain of command all the way up to the Secretary of
 7    Interior.  So that's why we are here.  That's what's going
 8    on.
 9              We have the maps.  We have the alternatives
10    behind Renee where some sales would be dropped out.
11    Someone will say, well, I like this one because it has
12    everything of the above, but we exclude the Gulf of Mexico
13    central sale.  Some people may say that.  Some folks may
14    say we like everything up here, but we want to exclude the
15    sale in the Chukchi.  Or we want to exclude Cook Inlet.
16    Everything is on the table.  Nothing has been decided.
17    You have a process here.  There is who to send information
18    to.  We have got the disk on CD.
19              Now, I have probably talked way too much.  And
20    we are going to start the public comment period now.
21    Something we tried recently -- and we have a lot of people
22    in the room here.  We can either do it this way and we can
23    ask people to step up and talk, or we can get in a circle.
24    Does anyone have a preference?  Start with the Elders
25    first.  How about since we have got a full room, we don't
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 1    go in the circle.  You want to go in the circle?  Do I
 2    hear any comments of sitting in a circle?
 3                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I guess it doesn't
 4    matter.
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It doesn't matter?
 6    Okay.  Well, sir, would you like to start us off?  You
 7    said the blessing.
 8              All I'm asking is people -- so Mary can type and
 9    get all the information -- if she doesn't, she is going to
10    come after me.  So we would like to know who would like to
11    start off.  Rossman, would you like to start off with a
12    comment?
13                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  My name is Rossman
14    Peetook from Wainwright.  I got something in my mind.  Is
15    there any oil inland?  Is there any oil inland?  Is it dry
16    now inland?
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Is there any oil inland?
18    Yes, that's -- the Bureau of Land Management is
19    responsible for that.  We don't have responsibility
20    onshore.  So that's a good question.  I believe the answer
21    is yes.  But that's a different agency.  We are only
22    responsible for offshore.  But you can comment on it.
23                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Well, I'd rather see
24    the oil companies work on inland, not in the ocean, but
25    there is no way we can stop them if they want to go ahead
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 1    and drill out here.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And thank you, Rossman.
 3    We can come back to you and you can comment again.
 4    Another comment?  Please, sir.
 5                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  My name is Charles
 6    Ekak.  I'd like to know how much percent you got to go for
 7    land oil instead of out in the sea.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What percentage?
 9                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Like you have any other
10    place to go?
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, the places for oil
12    in the offshore plan -- and Renee, correct me if I'm
13    wrong.  Right now the only things on the table in draft
14    are the Beaufort, the Chukchi, Cook Inlet, and the Gulf of
15    Mexico.  The Atlantic coast is off the map.  California is
16    off the map.  North Aleutian Basin off of Alaska is off
17    the map.  The other places in Alaska, the geologists say
18    there is no oil there.  So the most of the oil in Alaska
19    is the Chukchi and the Beaufort, they think.  But there
20    hasn't been any wells drilled for nine years.
21                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  The reason I said that
22    was for the community, this is our -- they call garden and
23    our backyard up there.  And it's our lifeline.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Yes.
25                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  As long as I know, if
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 1    you can make it understandable, we can have better
 2    communication.
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, communication is
 4    where it's at.  That's why we are trying to come out here
 5    more and make presentations instead of just stand here so
 6    they know what you are thinking about in Washington.
 7                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Thank you.  That's all
 8    I got.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
10                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  My name is Billy
11    Nashoalook.  On that book you call that, is that the same
12    draft as you brought before in 2009, or was there some
13    changes made from that first one?
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If I'm not -- this is a
15    new draft.  There was a -- the five-year draft proposed
16    program, that went out for comment.  This is the first EIS
17    draft that's about that new program.  It keeps growing, as
18    you can see.  With all the new information, it gets bigger
19    and bigger because we try to consider more and more.  So
20    the answer to your question is this is a new draft for the
21    proposed program that was commented on last year.
22                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  And all those
23    comments will be included in that?
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  And now we are
25    getting more comments.  As I say, this is not going to be
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 1    finalized for several months until we get it right.  More
 2    comments?
 3                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  My name is Raymond
 4    Aguvluk.  I have been here all my life.  And you guys do,
 5    like, cleanup exercise on the ice before?  I mean, if
 6    there is an oil spill, you guys do exercises like this?
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  There have been
 8    exercises we have done with the Norwegians.  We also have
 9    a huge tank in New Jersey.  It's 200 meters long, I
10    believe 20 meters across, six meters deep that they can
11    fill full of ice.  They can test equipment.  But we are
12    not going to hide it.  Cleaning up oil in ice everyone
13    knows is very difficult, extremely difficult.  On a good
14    day, you've got to worry about staying alive in the
15    Arctic.  You know that more than I do.
16              So the subject of cleaning up oil in ice is a
17    subject of research going on right now.  That's why the
18    Secretary is taking a cautious approach to the Arctic and
19    that's why anytime anything is allowed in the Arctic, we
20    have to make sure the safety and the engineering is spot
21    on.  There is no margin for error.  So the answer to your
22    question, it's a subject of research going on right now.
23                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So how long has this
24    book been --
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  This was just
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 1    released.  There is discussion about oil in here, the
 2    effects of oil.  Since it is ongoing research, a new lease
 3    sale would not occur in the Chukchi until 2016.  And the
 4    reason why the Secretary said there's not going to be a
 5    new sale until then is so that more research and more
 6    engineering can be giving thought to oil spills.  That's
 7    why it's further out in the program.  And if they are not
 8    ready, they can always cancel a sale like he did for the
 9    previous sales in the Chukchi and the Beaufort that were
10    canceled.
11                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  Thank you.
12                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  In the statement,
13    how deep will it be when you get close?  Because we all
14    know when the ice goes about 30 feet high, the bottom is
15    about three or four times longer underneath, and it tears
16    up the bottom, ocean bottom.  How will that be studied?
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's being looked at.
18    And what would happen before they got that far is there
19    would have to be an exploration well drilled, which hasn't
20    been drilled for nine years.  Maybe next year, if all the
21    permits are given to Shell, if.  Then if they choose to go
22    back out if they find oil, then they would have to submit
23    a development plan on how they would develop it and how
24    they would get the product to shore.  How would they put
25    the pipeline in?  Where would they put the pipeline.
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 1              Then we would have to write another book like
 2    this or books like this to explain what would happen if we
 3    let them do what they proposed.  So the simple answer to
 4    your question is that's not decided yet.  They would have
 5    to propose something, but first they have got to find oil.
 6    And then after they find oil, if they find oil, then they
 7    propose on a pipeline.  Then we have to do the environment
 8    analysis all over again.  And that can take years.
 9                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Then questions like
10    ours, what we brought before the -- when they start
11    developing the oil and what they found out there, those
12    comments will be addressed?
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Then we will be back.
14    We have got to start the process again.  Have I missed
15    anything, Renee?
16                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Nope.  We will be here
17    again.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Renee is being very
19    quiet, but she's a good friend of mine.  She's at
20    headquarters.  She oversees the leasing process, resource
21    evaluation -- that is, how much oil could be out there.
22    Also the economics.  So she's one of the headquarters
23    executives that helps to balance this out, and she meets
24    with the Secretary more often than I do.  So it's really
25    important that Renee is here.  Renee is one of our senior
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 1    leaders in headquarters.
 2              And this is so important, this five-year plan,
 3    that we have three people from headquarters here.  From
 4    the strategic resources, we have got Jennifer Culbertson
 5    from the division that wrote this document and Tim Holder
 6    who works in headquarters, but spent over 20 years in
 7    Alaska.  And so the big boss said, you folks come to
 8    Alaska and talk to the people and listen to what they say
 9    because this is important.
10              Again, more comments.
11                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  If I'm correct,
12    their comments will be put in there?
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  How does it work?
14                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It will be in the next
15    response to comments in the final EIS.
16                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And as I could see,
17    the green is in the -- is the proposed drilling area.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is an area that is
19    off limits.  This is a deferral area because it's so
20    important to subsistence.
21                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  I was just curious
22    and was wondering how many miles offshore is it.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is 25.  These are
24    the leases that are currently out there.  If during this
25    process it comes to light that this 25 miles is not
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 1    enough, then it could be further out.  If these areas here
 2    off of Barrow and Kaktovik are not big enough for
 3    subsistence whaling, then it could be bigger.
 4                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Because I wanted to
 5    comment because if I'm correct, the fall whale that they
 6    got this year was caught about 30 miles out of Wainwright.
 7    And I just wanted to see if that was close to where they
 8    would stop or they wouldn't be drilling.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  See, that's important
10    because this -- it will be at least 25 miles, but comments
11    like that help us to determine is 25 miles enough.  So
12    that's important to get.  Thank you.  Because, I mean, we
13    understand subsistence whaling is the heart and soul of
14    these communities, and that's important to everyone.  And
15    that's important to the nation because it's important to
16    you.  Thank you for your comment.
17                    MR. BLAIR PATKOTAK:  My name is Blair
18    Patkotak.  You said it's not written in stone yet.  And my
19    question is, when it gets written in stone, are you going
20    to start the process of opening bids for lease like --
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's interesting you
22    say that because when I say written in stone is right now
23    everything is on the table.  And when this process is
24    completed and the Secretary -- if the Secretary would
25    decide that there is going to be a lease sale in some area
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 1    up here in 2016, it's not a done deal until the sale
 2    occurs.  The Secretary could say that, okay, from 2011
 3    where we met tonight to right up to that sale there hasn't
 4    been enough work done; I've changed my mind.  He could
 5    say, well, it sounded like a good idea a couple years ago,
 6    but it's not a good idea anymore.  That's his choice.
 7    Renee, did I misstate that?
 8                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's absolutely true.
 9    That's absolutely true.  And so we did cancel -- we
10    canceled sales after the Macondo accident.  And the
11    Secretary will cancel sales and did cancel sales after the
12    Macondo accident.  We had to stop, and we had to take a
13    pause and figure out how we could do this better and
14    safer.  And so there was a significant period of time
15    where we didn't have any new leasing activities, where we
16    strengthened our safety -- our safety rules and our safety
17    requirements.  And this month will be the first sale we
18    will be holding in the Gulf of Mexico since the Macondo
19    accident happened a year and a half ago.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Do you remember when the
21    last Alaska sale was?
22                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It was in 2008.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So the last sale in
24    Alaska up here was in 2008.  The ones after that were
25    canceled by the Secretary, and the earliest another sale
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 1    could occur would be in 2015 in the Beaufort and 2016 in
 2    the Chukchi, provided the Secretary is confident there is
 3    enough information collected and the technology is safe
 4    enough.  So it is -- as the Secretary told us, I am taking
 5    a cautious approach to the Arctic.  We are going to go by
 6    the book one step at a time.  We are going to go talk to
 7    people.  We are going to look at the rules.  We are going
 8    to look at the regulations.  We are going to look at the
 9    environment, and we are not going to jump into this.
10    That's what he told us, and that's what we are telling
11    you, and that's our marching orders.
12                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  When you say that
13    final thing by the Secretary of Interior, that's the
14    Secretary giving permission, I mean, from the President
15    and the Congress, can they override the Secretary in case
16    there is an emergency need for oil?  If they say we need
17    to have this drilled next year, what's going to happen to
18    our comments that we turned in?
19                    MS. RENEE ORR:  The Outer Continental
20    Shelf Lands Act that was on one of the earlier slides
21    gives the responsibility for managing all of the offshore
22    resources off of the entire nation, gives those decisions
23    to the Secretary of the Interior to make.  But Congress
24    passed that law.  Congress could conceivably pass another
25    law saying -- modifying that, ordering us to do something
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 1    different.  But the Lands Act has only been modified twice
 2    since, I believe, 1958.  So it is highly unlikely that you
 3    would get enough senators and congressmen to agree that
 4    the process that we are going forward with and that's been
 5    in place substantively since 1978 is going to change.
 6                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  That's the reason I
 7    ask because we are not given very much time when they
 8    started development right after that first oil well was
 9    discovered in Prudhoe.  That's why I was asking what if it
10    should happen out there.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that's onshore,
12    right?
13                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Onshore was the one
14    that they started that have as much questions to us at
15    that time because I was pretty much involved with it.  And
16    that's why I was asking what if the same thing happen out
17    there, they discover oil or gas.
18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  They still have a lengthy
19    process to go through.  It was on the one slide that Jim
20    described.  But there are environmental analyses and there
21    are engineering and safety analyses that we have to do.
22    So there is no way that anybody can rush to development.
23    There is no such thing as rushing to development.  They go
24    through the development of an environmental impact
25    statement, assessment of an exploration plan and a
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 1    development plan.
 2              And if they actually go to development and begin
 3    to build the facility and the pipeline, you are talking
 4    probably close to a decade before they would actually be
 5    able to do that.
 6                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  In other words, you
 7    control the oil companies.
 8                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yes, we do.  We control
 9    what they do and when they can do it, yeah.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And if I'm not mistaken,
11    Renee, correct my verbiage if I'm wrong, but the OCS Lands
12    Act says that when an oil company gets a lease, the only
13    right they have is that they are the first group that
14    could do something that they are allowed to.  It gives
15    them no other rights.
16                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yeah.  It basically gives
17    them the right to come to us and ask for additional -- the
18    authority to do additional work on that land.  It gives
19    them the exclusive right.  But it doesn't say as soon as
20    they get the lease you can go out and drill right away.
21    There is a long process before they can do that.
22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  There is none of this
23    click your fingers and do it.  No, the law will not permit
24    that.
25              Who is next?  We don't want to be -- we don't
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 1    want to leave this room until everyone feels they have had
 2    time to comment.  You can submit comments by computer.
 3    You can send us a note.  But we are here tonight to hear
 4    whatever you want to say and we can get it down there and
 5    take it home.  So this night is yours.
 6                    MS. RENEE ORR:  And I'd just like to
 7    reiterate something that Jim said, that I have met with
 8    the Secretary of the Interior.  He is very interested in
 9    hearing what you have to say, and that's why I'm here.  I
10    will go back to Washington, D.C. and sit in meetings with
11    the Secretary, and he's going to ask me, what did you hear
12    when you were in Alaska.  And I want to be able to tell
13    him what you all are thinking, and I want to be able to
14    capture it accurately.  And it's very important.  It's
15    very important to him and it's very important to me.
16              We want to make sure that everybody has all of
17    the information.  We make these difficult decisions, and
18    these are difficult decisions that have to be made as we
19    talk about how we develop or not develop resources of the
20    nation.
21                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  My name is Charles.  I
22    think at the first meeting here we could set an example.
23    Like I'm a subsistence hunter.  If that's the limit of 25
24    miles out, right now it's no use.  Five years ago it still
25    could have been okay, but right now we are operating a


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 32


 1    community, and we have been traveling out almost to 50.
 2    So I think if you double that portion there, the whole
 3    community around the coast will agree with my opinion
 4    anyway.
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what you are saying
 6    is your recommendation, Charles, is this should not be 25
 7    miles.  It should be how much?
 8                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Double the size, like
 9    45 or 50.  Because our boats have been checking out there
10    with coordinates, and we know how far they are, and they
11    know how far they are, too.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good comment.
13    That's good information.
14                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  So something like 45,
15    49 miles, 42 miles.  That's way out there beyond that
16    25-mile limit.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.
18                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  You are welcome.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  More comments, please.
20    I don't want anybody to go home and say they weren't
21    heard.  Margie?
22                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  (Shakes head.)
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I have known Marjorie a
24    couple years.  She's usually not shy.  Rossman.
25                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  In 1940s, late '40s,
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 1    I've seen icebergs higher than this, even in '50s.  And
 2    today I don't see them much anymore.  Are they melting
 3    down or what?
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And you know what we
 5    call that, what you just said?  Traditional knowledge.  We
 6    need to hear that.
 7                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Because I've seen
 8    them out here for -- they stuck here for -- for a week or
 9    so.  And we can see them from -- from the land.  And when
10    the tide comes, it took off because maybe the keel was
11    stuck on the bottom.  I don't see those size bergs
12    anymore, those big icebergs that I've seen before back in
13    the '40s, yes.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's important.
15    That's called traditional knowledge.  And when I came to
16    Alaska, I was trained as a scientist; but then I found out
17    some of the Elders of these communities could see what we
18    are doing in Western science and give us, well, that's an
19    A, that's a B, that's a C minus.  So a lot of this stuff
20    our Western scientists find out you already know.  That's
21    why, for me, traditional knowledge is information we need
22    to include in here.  And your observations that you don't
23    see the ice -- I mean you didn't have to look at a
24    satellite to get that.  You knew it, right?
25                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Yeah.
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 1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We need to hear that.
 2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  We need to consider
 3    how that main ice from the North Pole is breaking up, the
 4    giant ones that we need to also consider and monitor the
 5    way they are moving.
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes, important.
 7    More comments, please.  We need more -- everybody getting
 8    enough coffee?  Some of these young gentlemen came and
 9    helped us set up the room, so we want to thank the young
10    folks that came and set up the room and helped us hang
11    posters.
12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Personally, I'm against
13    all -- I'm against all this, you know.  I'm against the
14    five-year lease.  I stand strong in my traditional values.
15    I respect Elders.  They are our leaders here.  I don't see
16    in your plan -- I see all the good words, you know, all
17    your good plans for things that are possibly happening.  I
18    don't see possible impacts.  I don't see a page of
19    possible impacts for at least us to be aware of for
20    something else that possibly can be brought up, you know.
21    I don't see -- I don't see where we can -- we can -- you
22    know, where can we turn, the direction to oppose this,
23    that page?  Right?
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, you need to tell
25    us.  You need to tell us.  And as for impacts, my friend,
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 1    Ira, you are welcome to read this document and make it
 2    better.  Some of the --
 3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I live here, Bud.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know.  And this is why
 5    we are here.  You live here.  This is your backyard.  This
 6    is your garden.  This document was written by a lot of
 7    different people from all over the country.  Having
 8    traditional knowledge in here, having gentlemen like
 9    yourself and ladies to read this and give us more
10    information, that's what we need.  That's why we are here.
11                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  You say you value
12    traditional knowledge.  Okay.  Where is your traditional
13    team?  Where is the surveys?
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are the team.  I
15    don't mean that in jest.  It's really true because most of
16    us came from a Western science background.  We were not
17    trained in traditional knowledge.  We learned to
18    appreciate it later.  There was a study that was done
19    recently -- we have a research program where the whaling
20    captains took GPS units onto their boats and they plotted
21    out where they went.  They worked with us.  We worked with
22    the North Slope Borough.
23              And when they took all that data of where the
24    whaling captains went to to harvest their whales for their
25    communities and we put it on the map, it showed us where
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 1    we shouldn't allow any drilling to occur.  So the
 2    knowledge that the whaling captains have about where to go
 3    to get the whales to feed their community is being used in
 4    a document like this to set up deferral areas so we don't
 5    allow activities.
 6              When Charles mentioned that sometimes you are
 7    going 40, 45, 50 miles to get a whale offshore, that's
 8    what we need to know.  That's where that information goes
 9    into the leasing process.  That's where the information
10    comes here into this document.  That's why we come to the
11    communities.  We don't know.  We don't have all the
12    answers.  So we have to come to our traditional knowledge
13    team, which is sitting in this room.  You have to help us.
14                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I mean, this isn't even
15    a third of the village.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's right.  That's
17    why we keep coming back.  And that's why we are going to
18    go to Point Hope and Point Lay and Kaktovik and Nuiqsut
19    and Barrow and take all that in and try to give Renee what
20    she needs to go to the Secretary and say, let me tell you
21    what I heard from our citizens in Kaktovik and Nuiqsut and
22    Wainwright and Barrow.  This is what the subsistence
23    hunters and their families say.  This is how it's in here,
24    so he can make a decision.  We are not the
25    decisionmaker.
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 1                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  We don't only depend on
 2    the bowhead.  We depend on the seals, the walruses, and
 3    even the polar bear and other mammals.  Okay?
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
 5                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you even
 6    coordinated with any of the people that tag, possibly tag
 7    the animals and see which way they migrate?
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes, we have.  Any
 9    of my EIS folks are welcome to jump in here, but if I'm
10    not mistaken, the North Slope Borough was a cooperating
11    agency with this document and the State of Alaska.  And
12    the research that's done by USGS and NOAA and the State of
13    Alaska and the North Slope Borough is used in this
14    document.  We discuss the seals.  We discuss the walrus.
15    We discuss the fisheries.  If you see something that's not
16    right, help us fix it before it goes to the Secretary.  If
17    you see something that's not in this document that's
18    missing, help us add it.  Okay.
19              My two friends that work on EISs -- I'm looking
20    at Nancy and Jennifer -- am I misspeaking?
21                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  No, not at all.
22    I know there is a lot of research incorporated by people
23    that work just on the North Slope to track marine mammals,
24    a lot of people that know a lot about marine mammals and,
25    you know, it's a section if you go in the index and you
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 1    just -- if you just want to peruse -- it's a daunting
 2    document.  So if you just want to look for just what's
 3    written about marine mammals, there is maybe, I don't
 4    know, 20, 30 pages dedicated to certain marine mammals.
 5    And you can go through and check any knowledge you have
 6    that you don't see in there.
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Tell us.
 8                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Send us an
 9    e-mail or send us a letter or anything.  There is a lot of
10    research in there about marine mammals.  I'm not a marine
11    mammal specialist, so I'm not going to speak to it.  But I
12    did read over it, and there is a lot of information there.
13    I know it's daunting to see a big document, but --
14                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Some of the baseline
15    studies, MMS in the past, now BOEM presently have funded
16    studies to tag bowheads and belugas, and there have
17    certainly been studies on seals.  And this has gone over a
18    period of -- well, the tagging is in more recent years,
19    but the baseline studies go back over 30 years.  So we
20    have a time series from a Western science basis on these
21    marine mammals.  So there has been a lot of attention paid
22    by, as I say, MMS in the past and now BOEM.
23              So -- and as Jim says, we have coordinated with
24    really all the relevant agencies that have a stake in
25    this.
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 1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Nancy, you had a
 2    comment.
 3                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  I was just going to
 4    say, even though the document is written nationally for
 5    the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska, the part on Alaska was
 6    rigorously reviewed by the Alaska scientists, and most of
 7    them have been here working up on the North Slope and
 8    working with the North Slope Borough and NOAA on
 9    various -- Fish & Game on various studies.  So we hope
10    from Alaska that we got that research in there, the most
11    recent published research.
12              And there is a subsistence section written by
13    the cultural people, not just the natural sciences.  It's
14    cultural and socioeconomic aspects that was written by
15    cultural anthropologist, Chris Campbell.  I don't know if
16    you know her.  She did her work out on King Island.  So
17    both parts are in there, and Alaskans were involved in
18    reviewing it.  But it can be improved.  It certainly can
19    be improved.
20                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you guys even
21    considered, you know, studying whether or not this is the
22    mammals' feedings grounds, the Arctic Ocean?  Without the
23    feeding grounds, there is no more mammals.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, you are absolutely
25    correct.  That's why, as Nancy pointed out and Jennifer,
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 1    we work very closely with NOAA and the University of
 2    Alaska in Fairbanks and USGS and other -- and the National
 3    Marine Fisheries Service.  Those are important questions
 4    we just can't pigeonhole.  Where are the whales migrating?
 5    Where are they having their calves?  Where are they
 6    eating?  How do they react to sound?  Those are real
 7    important questions that have to be in there.
 8              So those are good questions, Ira.  And if you
 9    look at the document and you don't think we got it right,
10    please let us know.  Our goal is to make a good document
11    that we can give to Renee that she can take to the
12    Secretary.  And if we have got to add 50 pages to it
13    because you found the information or there is traditional
14    knowledge that has to be put in there, let us know.  We
15    want a good document.  We want to do a good job.
16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Jim, I have something to
17    add on that.  It was with respect to feeding.  We have a
18    major study on bowhead feeding, and that's been going on,
19    I think, for about three years of the five-year study.
20    And before we have addressed the population and
21    distribution to our bowhead whale aerial survey that's
22    been going on for over 30 years.  This part was to address
23    the feeding part, as you point out.  As far as I know, we
24    haven't really had any studies of the smaller mammals,
25    like the beluga or the seals or any of those, so -- but
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 1    they started out --
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  But we work with the
 3    agencies that are doing the studies.
 4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yeah.  And it's a
 5    multi -- as with many of our studies, it's a multi-agency
 6    study.  And one that I know we have worked with is
 7    biologists with the North Slope Borough Department of
 8    Wildlife.  So Craig George in particular and Bob Sudyam
 9    have been involved with study design and kind of progress
10    of the study.  But there is like a room full of scientists
11    on that.  But having traditional knowledge plugged in is
12    definitely, like Jim says, something that can add to the
13    suite of science.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You may know that
15    earlier this year the President created an inter-agency
16    working group to coordinate permitting for energy in
17    Alaska.  Well, it's chaired by the Deputy Secretary, David
18    Hayes, and they had a meeting December 1st.  Everybody was
19    there from the Arctic Research Commission; Fran Ulmer, who
20    is now the head of that at the University of Alaska at
21    Fairbanks; NOAA was there; the Department of Energy.
22              And they spent the day asking questions, just as
23    you did, and we had to tell all of them who was talking to
24    who and where we are in this process, that we are working
25    with NOAA, we are working with the North Slope Borough, we
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 1    are working with the USGS, so that questions that you are
 2    asking, we have answers to, that people are working
 3    together.
 4              Because you know, we have -- it's not just the
 5    whales.  It's the seals, it's the walrus, it's the fishes,
 6    it's the benthic communities, the impacts and potential
 7    impacts to the subsistence lifestyles and the culture.
 8    It's all connected.  And so they were asking those
 9    questions, just like you are asking, what are you doing,
10    and we had to give them the answers.  And the President is
11    watching.
12                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  As far as you talk
13    about the animals, what worries me a lot is those
14    microscopic animals, those small animals or the animals
15    that can't swim, but are driven by the current, moving by
16    a current.  So that's the ones that are impacted most.  I
17    think we should look at them more closely than the ones
18    that we can see.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's right.  That's
20    right.  The bowhead whale eats the very small animals, the
21    plankton that float in the water.
22                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  The food chains that
23    float in the water.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good
25    observation.  I know we are working on it.  We've got to
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 1    make sure that that's -- that is very important.
 2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Going back to one
 3    of the statements you made, you said you got the GPS from
 4    one of the whaling captains that got the furthest from --
 5    do you know how many miles it was?
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  How many miles he went
 7    off?
 8                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  The information you
 9    got from the whaling captain, the furthest one out there.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's on the map.  It
11    looks like spaghetti.  Do you know, Tim, offhand?
12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I do not.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It might be in here.
14    It's published, and you can see the area where they were
15    all out and it was many miles.
16                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  My former captain,
17    Rossman, before GPS, the whale I helped caught with him
18    was -- took us over 12 hours to tow it in by five boats.
19    So if they are doing about three or four miles per hour
20    over 12 hours, you can --
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thirty-six miles, 40
22    miles.  That's what we need to know.  Got it?  Bingo.  You
23    just impacted us.
24                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Billy Bodfish, for the
25    record.  We had fall whaling this year.  The minimum miles
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 1    we saw or we went out to actually see a whale was 25
 2    miles.  And so --
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The furthest you went
 4    out, you think?
 5                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  No, that's when we
 6    started seeing whales, 25 miles.  And how far would you
 7    move the deferral line or --
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Tell us.  Right now it
 9    will be at least 25 miles, at least.  Charles in the back
10    was telling us he thought maybe 40 miles, 45 miles.
11    That's what we want to know.  You tell us.  Based on your
12    experience whaling, where are you going to get the whales?
13    How far do you go out?  Tell so Mary can type it in.  That
14    goes into our analysis.  So you went out at least further
15    than 25.
16                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah, just to see the
17    whales.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that basically is
19    very -- that's what Charles was saying.
20                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  That's what we
22    need to know.  And Jennifer, you got that and you are
23    going back to headquarters?
24                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Uh-huh.
25                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  I have a question.  You
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 1    said you saw them at 25, but when did you actually --
 2                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  That's when we started
 3    seeing the whales.
 4                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  When did you actually
 5    have success or other captains have success, what distance
 6    beyond --
 7                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  At least 30, 35.
 8                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  At least 30?
 9                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah.
10                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  What's the
11    farthest that you ever go out?
12                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  I don't remember.
13    It's far, though.
14                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  A lot further
15    than that.
16                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  They towed the whale
17    17 hours this fall.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Seventeen hours at three
19    miles an hour coming back, you think?
20                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  That's at least
21    50 miles.
22                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I think the whale
23    they was talking about, when they started towing it, it
24    was -- they called in that they were about 33 miles
25    straight out.
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 1                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And you said you
 2    only did the bowhead, the GPS tracking for the bowhead?
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That one experiment was
 4    just with the bowhead captains.
 5                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Have you ever
 6    considered walrus?  Because with the sea ice declining,
 7    you have to go farther and farther to get and reach the
 8    walrus.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  And now some of
10    the walrus are coming onto the shore instead of the ice.
11                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And also from what
12    I remember, a few years back they were at -- the ice was
13    at least 30 miles out.  So that might be another thing to
14    consider to extend the --
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The study?
16                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Yeah.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  We need to
18    hear this input.
19                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Terry Tagarook, for
20    the record.  And what the people are saying that the
21    buffer zone should be increased to at least 50 miles
22    because we don't know when the whale migration come from
23    the east and the oil activities are happening in the
24    Prudhoe Bay area; they might be diverted or going out
25    further and then coming close to where our fall whaling
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 1    occurs.  And there is also feeding areas that we know
 2    there are out there where they always feed.  This document
 3    you have, the study is three volumes, right?
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  It brings all the
 5    research together.
 6                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  So all the
 7    information that our Elders told us is all up here, is
 8    verbal.  It's not written.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
10                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  And these are Elders
11    that are going to be maybe -- I'm thankful that the Elders
12    are here, and while they are here we are learning from
13    them; but they are not going to be here forever.  And this
14    is something that our history that has been passed on from
15    generation to generation has been verbal and not written.
16    And if we try to write it on snow, it would melt in the
17    summer.  And I'll be satisfied with that 50-mile increase
18    on the buffer zone where the whalers can have access to
19    the whales before they hit just in case you do have
20    development; then give us that option of shutting down
21    during the fall whaling.
22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  Okay.
23                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  And the information
24    that our Elders have always taught us is to show respect.
25    If the government learn how to respect our people, all the
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 1    people along the coast, the Natives, the aboriginals of
 2    the United States, there will be no problem.  If they
 3    learn how to listen to us instead of making routes and
 4    regulation, the cubbyhole at the capital, Capitol Hill.
 5    They should at least come to us prior to making the draft
 6    or regulations to see if it will work up here in the
 7    Arctic where we live, not make at the Capitol Hill where
 8    the environment is just brick walls or no snow, no tundra
 9    or the ocean.
10              They don't realize our big our ocean is.  And
11    they just know about the lease sales that are happening.
12    They don't know the coastline.  Our people did learn by
13    experiencing the events that happened, spring, summer,
14    fall, winter.  We live by seasons.  And we survive with
15    whatever the seasons brought.  And this is something that
16    people at the federal level should learn to understand.
17    And things up here, when we try to get food, expensive.
18    And the gas very, very expensive.  About $6 a gallon here.
19    And in some places it's $9 a gallon.  So our heating and
20    our gas is very expensive.  And why is it?
21              We have Prudhoe Bay up there with all that oil.
22    We are a lot closer to it.  How come we can't get gas to
23    the villages that needs it more for the cold winters?  And
24    I believe that if people at Capitol Hill learn to come and
25    talk with us first before making the regulations, then
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 1    everything will be easier than writing up something else.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for
 3    your comment, and that is some good wisdom.  Thank you
 4    very much for your comment.  That was important.  We still
 5    have -- we still have at least one sweet left.  Is there
 6    more coffee there?  Sorry.  John, we have to learn to get
 7    more coffee next time.
 8                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So I'm curious to know
 9    how many agencies you coordinate with in Wainwright.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's why we are here.
11    We are coordinating with you.
12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  The corporations, the
13    tribal office such as myself, the City of Wainwright, the
14    North Slope Borough.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not as many as we
16    should.  Not as many as we should.  It's very important
17    that we meet with the Native villages.  We need to meet
18    with the Native corporations, to meet with the North Slope
19    Borough.  We do meet with a lot of them.  We need to do
20    better.  I mean, you hit the nail on the head, I believe.
21    The Secretary just came out with a new regulation on
22    improving our communication with the tribes, and we need
23    to take that very seriously.  And we are going to.  We
24    need help with it.  And any help you could give us is
25    appreciated.
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 1                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  What Rossman was
 2    saying about the pressure ridges that were forming in
 3    the '40s, we are not seeing any more that size.  They are
 4    not as thick as they used to be.  And global warming is
 5    playing an effect on our ocean.  And I forgot to mention
 6    that seals were being found -- the ringed seals were being
 7    found having loss of hair and lesions on the head and some
 8    kind of sickness going among the seals.  If that should
 9    occur, will it affect our whales, the oogruk, some kind of
10    disease that's going around among the ringed seals.  We
11    would like to keep those other species healthy.
12              And these are some things that we need to
13    remember before you do any actions on exploration or
14    development.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Mary has got it
16    in there.  Thank you.  This side of the room is very quiet
17    over here.  This side of the room is having all the
18    action.  Please, we don't want you to leave and feel you
19    should have said something.  I don't want to be a
20    schoolteacher and point at everybody.  Anybody else?  We
21    are not in a hurry to leave.  We don't get here as often
22    as we should.  Marjorie, you are not going to --
23                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  (Shakes head.)
24    I've got a cold.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  You have got a
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 1    cold.
 2                    MS. RENEE ORR:  I couldn't find that map
 3    but we can get that.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will find the map
 5    with all the GPS.
 6                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  One other comment.  I
 7    hope you do your homework real good and make the rest of
 8    the people along the Slope understand what the reason this
 9    is for, then I don't think you guys will have any problem
10    coasting along.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
12                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  You are welcome.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jennifer, you hear that?
14                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Yes.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  When I have new friends
16    come from Washington, I want to make sure that they hear
17    what people say.  It's real important.  It was new to me,
18    and it's a good thing.  You have a new friend, Charles.
19    Anyone else?
20                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  There were some
21    questions that I have in mind on the first part, but you
22    went through that whole program so fast, I can't remember
23    what they are.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are going to go back
25    and we are going to make sure you hear everything.  You
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 1    tell us where to stop.
 2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I told you I can't
 3    remember what it is.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will find it.
 5                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Because I was
 6    looking at that last one so much.  On that one real quick.
 7    How come you -- the right side, you made it look like
 8    Texas.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Christmas, green and
10    red?
11                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Are you comparing
12    Alaska with Texas?
13                    MS. RENEE ORR:  This should really be the
14    map of the -- the red really means no.  Red is stop.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You say Texas, we are
16    comparing with Texas?
17                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  The one right
18    there, that one up there, the right side.  You are
19    comparing Texas with Alaska.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It looks like Texas?  I
21    went to school in Texas and then I came to Alaska, and
22    Alaska is bigger than Texas.  That really upsets them.  I
23    hear Alaskans call Texans their little friends.  You got
24    me.
25                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  You know, Inupiat
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 1    Community of the Arctic Slope just did a ballot on whether
 2    or not we support offshore development.
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
 4                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you guys even
 5    looked at those numbers?  I was just thinking about it.
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know we have had the
 7    numbers in the office, and it's part of the process on
 8    what ICAS thought.  And so, yeah, we got the numbers, and
 9    that's being considered.  It's part of the process.  ICAS
10    is very important, as well as the Native villages and the
11    North Slope Borough, the Native corporations, the
12    individual whaling captains, the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
13    Commission.  We want everybody to have a part.  But yeah,
14    that's something that's considered.
15              And then the new mayor of the North Slope
16    Borough, she has, like, I think, seven points she came out
17    with.  And so we are studying those, and then we are going
18    to meet with her next week.
19                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I just now
20    remember.  You mentioned that sound that will affect the
21    animals, the whales are very sensitive because I know even
22    when I was off Icy Cape, they were doing seismic.  And
23    they were expecting the whales to come by around the
24    latter part of April, the first part of May, all of May
25    and June.
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 1              But after that seismic, I was down there when --
 2    in front of my -- at Icy Cape hunting.  We ran into that
 3    test lab, or whatever you call that, for seismic testing.
 4    They went straight out to the ice, and we don't know how
 5    far they went, but it was out in the ocean.  And that
 6    spring we never -- got not one whale because I was out
 7    there whaling around with everybody else.  And the whales
 8    are very sensitive to sound, and those lease sales, if
 9    they start developing, it's going to -- our Elders a long
10    time ago used to say they won't go up near any sound, or
11    an iceberg that's grounded.  They will go around it.  That
12    much I know.  Even though we go 20, 30, 40 miles out,
13    there were still none.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is very important.
15                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  From Icy Cape they
16    turned straight out and they come back and right around
17    Barrow.  When you talk about developing oil, I don't know.
18    We need to have development during the summer or after the
19    whaling season.  But those whales are down just going
20    around Cape Lisburne probably and from that seismic
21    testing went -- so that's one of the main points on not
22    disturbing our animals, especially the whales.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  We take
24    that very seriously.  And I think the most permits for
25    seismic given was, like, in the '80s.  And then there was
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 1    a passage of the Marine Mammal Protection Act, and then we
 2    enforced having marine mammal observers on these vessels
 3    that is run by NOAA.  They are involved in that process.
 4    So we take sound in the ocean as a very serious thing,
 5    something we have to consider, and we have to make sure
 6    whatever we do does not impact subsistence lifestyles.
 7    That's very important to us.  And knowing that whales
 8    could divert because of noise is something we need to know
 9    and we need to factor into this.  We cannot impact the
10    subsistence lifestyles.  We understand.
11                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  That ocean out
12    there is like a loudspeaker to the animals.  They will
13    hear even if you shoot a bullet right in the water, a
14    captain, they are going to hear it about 30, 40 miles out.
15    That's how much sound carries because they have got
16    eardrums; I don't know what they are made of.  They are
17    probably like a boom.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
19                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So with all this
20    offshore activity happening, you got vessels, you got, you
21    know, helicopters, planes, whatever.  That is going to
22    affect onshore, too, ain't it?
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's covered
24    partially in the document, as well.  Air quality is looked
25    at, helicopter traffic, boat traffic.  You are right.
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 1    It's not just a little area offshore.  It's a big area and
 2    everything that goes with it.
 3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I was doing some
 4    caribou hunting last season up river, and there was a
 5    plane that's just flying scaring caribou everywhere.  I
 6    happened to be in a staff committee meeting not too long
 7    ago, and I happened to actually meet the person.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That was flying the
 9    plane?
10                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Yeah.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What was he doing?
12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  He was flying in the
13    plane with the pilot.  He was saying they were doing some
14    studies on some fish.  There is no fish on tundra.  They
15    are in the rivers.  I mean, the plane was like on high
16    hills and everything like that.  Man, I seen him with my
17    own eyes, you know.  I mean, do you guys stand on honesty?
18    You know --
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We need to hear things
20    like that, and if there ever was the actual drilling for
21    exploration and development, our sister agency, BSEE, the
22    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, a big E,
23    they are the cops.  If there is something like that going
24    on that's not right, you tell them they and they look into
25    it.  You are eyes and ears.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 57


 1                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I love traditional
 2    foods, you know.  It happens by season or it's given to me
 3    or sometimes I have to buy it or trade.  Okay.  And I want
 4    my -- I want my kids to be able to have the same foods as
 5    I did, same knowledge.  I mean, you know, same traditional
 6    ways and stories and whatever, you know.  There is a real
 7    big difference in the culture.  I don't see -- I don't see
 8    too many cultures gathering to give or sharing food.
 9    Okay.  Such as blanket toss or Christmas gathering or
10    Thanksgiving gathering.  When these kind of activities
11    happen, then there is a lot of sharing happening.  Okay.
12    The traditional foods.  And I depend on that food.  And
13    the thought of it being taken away kind of scares me.  I
14    mean, not just from me, but my kids --
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Exactly.
16                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  -- 10, 20 years down
17    the road.  I mean, you know, you all heard about that
18    Prudhoe Bay, it started off real small, right?  Now it's
19    everywhere.  Is that what's going to happen here, too?  I
20    mean, you know.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's why we are here
22    talking to you so that you can say that and it gets in the
23    record.  That's important.  And that's why in the document
24    it says that even though we say these are big areas, we
25    are moving away from this regional leasing and moving into
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 1    a smaller area with a smaller footprint if anything is
 2    allowed to happen because that's important.
 3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  And really how will it
 4    help us?  How?  Can you tell me that?
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.
 6                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Can you tell me?
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can't guarantee that,
 8    Ira.  But there is factors in the economy, et cetera, in
 9    the document.
10                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  All the foods that are
11    helping us today live, survive, by medicine even, and all
12    that.  There is change everywhere.  Even in Wainwright.
13    Change is happening.  Okay.  Some people are for it and
14    some people are not but, you know, I don't know.  It just
15    kind of scares me to see my kid, you know, he won't be
16    able to eat what I -- eat what we live off on.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Don't let us forget.
18                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  The culture, you know
19    what I mean?  The culture.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, sir.  Don't let us
21    forget.
22                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Where is all the money
23    going to go?  Who is going to have all that money, you
24    know?  Us or is it going to go Outside?  Where is all the
25    work, you know?  Who is going to be coming in for work?
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 1    The local people or the Outside?
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.
 3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  How is it going to
 4    benefit the community?
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.  Food
 6    for thought.  It's in the record.  Thank you.  I still see
 7    energy out there.  This side of the room is falling
 8    behind.  This side is chatter.
 9                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I'd like to make a
10    comment on what you have been doing with the studies.  And
11    with the Administration changing, the presidential and
12    everything, the people back in the government will have
13    changes with the Administration.  And what you guys
14    going -- studying will not be looked at as proper by some
15    of the people that are not there now, but with this
16    Administration changing they might say no, it's not going
17    to work.  It might be different thoughts from different
18    Administrations.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good comment,
20    but one thing we can say is the Secretary cannot have a
21    sale unless it's in a five-year plan.  So right now if
22    this plan gets approved in late 2010 and there is one sale
23    in the Chukchi and one sale in the Beaufort, if that
24    happens, during that time period they could be canceled,
25    but they cannot be added to.  Did I speak correctly,
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 1    Renee?
 2                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Uh-huh.
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what we are talking
 4    about now sets the tone not only from 2012 to 2017, but it
 5    can only get less.  It can't get more.  And then things
 6    that would occur, the exploration and possibly
 7    development, is years down the line after more study, more
 8    discussion and more analysis.  So there is wisdom in what
 9    you say, Terry.  And that's why I like to say nothing is
10    in stone until it actually happens.
11              You know, some oil companies wanted to be out
12    drilling last year.  Now they are talking about drilling
13    in 2012, but the process is not over yet.  There are still
14    permits to do.  There are still more analyses to do, and
15    they have not been given a green light.  One step at a
16    time.
17                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  It's the same with
18    any entity, as the Administration changes, you know, the
19    last Administration can talk about it and make a plan, but
20    with a new Administration, it might be put aside and
21    forgotten.
22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It could be put aside
23    and there could be no lease sales.  You are right.
24    Correct.  You know your civics.  Anybody else?  I don't
25    want to make people sit here.
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 1                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Like I said before, if
 2    you do your homework right, you can make things
 3    materialize, and that's all there is to it.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We know we are trying to
 5    do our homework and make sure everybody is watching us do
 6    our homework, and you have got to give us the grade to
 7    make sure we got an A.
 8                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  We will find out if
 9    anything materializes.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Pardon me?
11                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  The only way we will
12    find out if anything materializes.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Something could happen
14    by late 2012.  That would be the plan that's approved and
15    then maybe lease sales in the years to come.
16                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Just listening to the
17    people of Anaktuvuk concerning a road to Umiak with the
18    caribou migration scares me.  I mean, nowadays they don't
19    even get caribou.  And all those mammals that migrate in
20    the ocean, all kinds of activity happening out there, they
21    are going to -- the migration is going to change because
22    five years is a -- they are going to want to come back,
23    but you are still going to be there, right?
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good point.  Good point.
25    Very good point.  Thank you.  And it's in the record.
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 1                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  How many more times
 2    will there be on the draft?  Are you going to be back on
 3    the final?  Are there any more trips while they are
 4    working on the draft itself, or will we see you after the
 5    final?
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  After the final comes
 7    out, if there is any lease sales, then we would come back
 8    for an individual lease sale EIS.  So yes, we are going to
 9    be back, but after this is finalized early next year.
10                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  What if there is
11    drastic changes within five years?
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If there is drastic
13    changes, then we have the flexibility to change things.
14    If we see that there is major changes and a lease sale is
15    not right or it's in the wrong place, it can be changed.
16    It can be canceled.  You know --
17                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  But we will be made
18    aware of it?
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  This
20    Administration, President Obama, Secretary of the Interior
21    wants a transparent process.  That's why we come and
22    bother you now more often.
23                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Thank you.
24                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  One last question.  I
25    have a curfew.  One last question:  Will they listen if
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 1    they say -- if I said no?
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are listening, and
 3    we will take that message back, but one thing about
 4    transparency -- and I think we all know this --
 5    transparency doesn't mean you always get what you want,
 6    but you know you were listened to.  So we will take that
 7    message back from Terry, if that's what your comment is,
 8    no.
 9                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  When you look at
10    history, the government has always been the one that broke
11    treaties.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will make sure we
13    don't.
14                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  That's my thoughts
15    for tonight.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good night.  Thank you,
17    Terry.  We don't have to stay till 10:00, but I don't want
18    people to leave and not feel they were heard.  I also
19    don't want to be a nag.
20              We will get you that map.
21                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So do you have write-in
22    comments available?
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, yeah.  You can send
24    in write-in comments.  Absolutely.  Send them in.  There
25    is the address.  If you go to the website, you can send
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 1    them -- you can get a link to that on how to send it in.
 2    You can send handwritten comments to Jim Bennett.  You can
 3    take one of the disks.  All the information is there.  So
 4    you can give us comment tonight.  You can send written
 5    comments.  You can get into the website.  Any way you want
 6    to give us comments of those ways, we will get into there.
 7    We don't want to exclude anybody.  Anything else?  Going
 8    once, going twice.  Okay.
 9              Let's do something a little bit different.
10    Mr. Peetook, is there a closing prayer you can give?  Is
11    there a closing prayer?
12               (Closing prayer offered by Rossman Peetook.)
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:   Thank you very much for
14    coming.
15               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:54 p.m.)
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very


 3  much for coming tonight.  But before we get into


 4  introductions and who we are and why we are here, let's


 5  start out with something very, very important.


 6  Mr. Rossman Peetook has agreed to start us off with a


 7  blessing.


 8             (Blessing offered by Rossman Peetook.)


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Thank you


10  very, very much, Mr. Peetook.


11            Good evening.  Thank you for coming.  I


12  understand we have had some snow over the last weekend,


13  quite a bit here.  It's kind of cold out and windy, so


14  thank you for coming this evening.


15            Before we get into all of the details on why we


16  are here, I'm going to tell you who we are.  Okay?  My


17  name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the Regional Director for Alaska


18  for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be


19  previously referred as Minerals Management Service and


20  then the Bureau of Ocean Energy Regulation, Management and


21  Enforcement.  Now we are just BOEM, Bureau of Ocean Energy


22  Management.  And I'll explain a little bit of that a


23  little bit later.  But who the rest of us are.


24            Well, I'm from the regional office in Anchorage.


25  From our headquarters office in Washington, D.C., we have
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 1  got Renee Orr.  Renee is the Chief of Strategic Resources,


 2  and I'll explain her role as we get further into the


 3  mini-presentation.  We have got Jennifer Culbertson.


 4  Where is Jennifer?  Jennifer is also from Washington, D.C.


 5  She's involved in the EIS that we helped them with.  And


 6  I'll point out what she does, as well.  We have got Tim


 7  Holder.  Where is Tim?  Tim holder is now in headquarters


 8  Washington, D.C., but he lived in Alaska how many years?


 9                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Twenty-five.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Twenty-five years in


11  Nome and Anchorage, right?  So he decided to go to


12  Washington, D.C. and tell them how to do it.


13            We also have Nancy Deschu.  Nancy is a water


14  quality specialist and also a biologist that works with


15  our headquarters folks.  John Callahan is our public


16  affairs officer, and he just ran to get coffee.  And I


17  told him if he doesn't bring coffee back, we are not going


18  to unlock the door.


19            Rob McWhorter is from Argonne National Labs, and


20  he helps us putting the documents together, this big thing


21  we are going to talk about very briefly, and also with


22  logistics.


23            And last, but not least, the second most


24  important person in the room -- you are the most


25  important.  We want to hear from you.  The second-most
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 1  important person is Mary Vavrik.  Mary Vavrik is writing


 2  down everything we say.  It's very, very important.


 3            Tonight's meeting is not about us.  It's about


 4  you and what you think.  And so we changed our meetings a


 5  bit.  In the past we would come up here and we would say


 6  talk to us.  And many of you have told us in the past that


 7  you don't tell us what we are talking about.  Why is this


 8  important?  So we have listened to you and so we have


 9  changed our meetings a bit so we can walk you through why


10  we're here, why we are taking up time in your evenings and


11  why it's so important we hear from you now.


12            What we are going to talk about tonight is the


13  2010 to 2017 five-year plan for oil and gas and the draft


14  environmental impact statement, this big book here, and


15  what this tells us about the environmental concerns.


16  Okay.  It's a draft document.  It's not done yet.  That's


17  why we're here to tell you what it is.


18            Now, I mentioned that we are from the Bureau of


19  Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be the Minerals


20  Management Service.  And then we all know what happened on


21  April 20, 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico:  Deepwater Horizon.


22  Well, that caused us all to think things through.  And we


23  had one agency that did the leasing, that did the science,


24  and the same agency also collected the money, and the same


25  agency did the inspections.  And whether they were real or
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 1  whether they were perceptions, there may be conflict


 2  there.  We have to make sure we know what we are doing and


 3  we focus on that.


 4            So President Obama and Secretary of Interior Ken


 5  Salazar broke our MMS up into three parts.  We are from


 6  the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  We are responsible


 7  for the leasing, the five-year plan, the environmental


 8  documents, and the science.  Okay?  The Office of Natural


 9  Resources Revenue, they collect the money.  They do their


10  thing, but they don't impact us.  Our job is to focus on


11  the science, the environmental assessments, working with


12  our stakeholders and determining where and when is the


13  right time to do any oil and gas, if at all.


14            Then the inspectors and the people that do the


15  engineering and they write the rules and they do the


16  enforcement, they are in BSEE, the Bureau of Safety and


17  Environmental Enforcement.  They don't worry about what we


18  do, per se.  They don't worry about the money.  Their only


19  job is safety and environmental compliance.  So we all


20  have our jobs.  We talk to each other, of course, but I


21  know what my job is.  Renee knows what her job is.  The


22  people, the engineers, the inspectors, they know what


23  their job is.  That's what they focus on.  And then the


24  money people, the Office of Natural Resource Revenue, they


25  focus on the money.  They are over there.  Okay?  They
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 1  don't influence what we do.  All right?


 2            Now, why are we here tonight?  And if any of my


 3  colleagues want to jump in and help me out, please do.  If


 4  you go back to a thing, this Outer Continental Shelf Lands


 5  Act that goes back into the '50s, it says, "It is hereby


 6  declared to be the policy of the United States that the


 7  Outer Continental Shelf is a vital national resource held


 8  by the federal government for the public" -- that's


 9  y'all -- "which should be made available for expeditious


10  and orderly development subject to environmental


11  safeguards in a manner which is consistent with the


12  maintenance of competition and other national needs."


13  Okay.  That's the law that tells us what to do.


14            To go into some of the details a bit, the


15  Secretary of Interior cannot have a lease sale off your


16  coast unless it's in a five-year plan.  Right now we are


17  in the 2007 to 2012 five-year plan.  That was decided many


18  years ago, five years ago.  And there were some lease


19  sales scheduled in the Arctic.  Well, those aren't in


20  stone.  We all know what happened in April 20, 2010, the


21  Deepwater Horizon.  The Secretary decided to take a


22  cautious approach to the Arctic even before that happened.


23  And so some of the lease sales that were scheduled during


24  this current five-year plan were cancelled.  He said let's


25  take a reality check.  Let's slow it down and be cautious.
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 1            So the things we are talking about tonight,


 2  nothing is in stone for several years yet, but we have to


 3  start the conversation.


 4            Now, these five-year plans have to be done every


 5  five years.  And some of the times we have come up here,


 6  several of you have told us, why do you keep coming back.


 7  We told you this, the same thing, every year.  It's not


 8  that we don't believe you, but the law says before the


 9  Secretary has a five-year plan, you have to go talk to the


10  taxpayer, your boss, y'all, to see what they think.  And


11  so that's why we keep coming back.  We are not here


12  because we don't believe you.  It's because the law says


13  we have to listen to you every several years to make sure


14  that's what you think.  And if you tell us the same thing,


15  that's fine.  If you change something, that's fine, too.


16  But the law says come up to villages like Wainwright here,


17  get input before the Secretary has a new plan.


18            Okay.  So that's why we are here; not to take up


19  your time, not to impact the holidays, but to make sure


20  the Secretary has what he or she needs to make a decision.


21            And John brought coffee, so that's why the door


22  is unlocked.


23            All right.  Now, to be very brief, this is what


24  we are talking about, this five-year plan.  It's very


25  general.  It's not real specific.  It's very broad.  We
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 1  are going to talk about maybe some lease sales, but those


 2  won't be decided for a couple of years yet, so this is


 3  very broad in our discussion, right, Renee?


 4                  MS. RENEE ORR: Right.  It's from a


 5  national perspective, the whole country.


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: When we talk about


 7  regional lease sales, we come back up here and start the


 8  process again.  Then there may be exploration.  Okay.


 9  Remember, there hasn't been a well drilled in the Alaska


10  Arctic for about nine years now.  Maybe next year, maybe


11  next year for Shell.  They have a plan in.  We


12  contingently approved the plan, but they have more work to


13  do, so that's not a given.  So there would be about ten


14  years before anyone has been allowed to drill a well, even


15  though they have had the leases.


16            Just because someone has a lease doesn't mean


17  they can go out and do what they want.  They still have


18  to -- we still have to have a lease sale.  We still have


19  to do the NEPA and follow the laws for exploration, then


20  production and decommissioning.  Right now we are at this


21  stage for the next five-year plan.  This is the


22  environmental document that was finished last month that


23  says what the impact might be if we go on with these lease


24  sales, which are not definitive yet.  We are still in the


25  discussion stage.  That's why we are here.


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(2) Page 6 - Page 9







 


Public Hearing For Programmatic Five Year 
Environmental Impact Statement BOEM


Wainwright, Alaska
December 5, 2011


Page 10


 1            Okay.  Now, for the five-year plan we are


 2  talking about, 2012 to '17, there are six areas where


 3  there may be lease sales.  The eastern, central, and


 4  western Gulf of Mexico.  In Alaska, maybe one sale in Cook


 5  Inlet, depending if industry is interested, and maybe one


 6  sale in the Chukchi or the Beaufort.  The Beaufort Sea, if


 7  there is a sale, will be no earlier than 2015.  And if


 8  there is a sale in the Chukchi area, it would be no


 9  earlier than 2016.  The reason for that is that gives time


10  for more discussion.  That gives time for more science to


11  be done.  It also gives time that if there is exploration


12  in the Chukchi Sea next year or the year after that, that


13  information -- is there oil there, did the oil companies


14  find anything if they are allowed to drill -- might tell


15  us more on what we should do with those sales.  So nothing


16  is in stone yet.  We are here for discussion.  Have I


17  covered that right?


18                  MS. RENEE ORR: Absolutely.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: She's from headquarters.


20  I make sure that I do this right.


21            Now, focusing more on the Arctic.  Again, I said


22  for the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea area -- that's how I


23  understand it's pronounced, Beaufort Sea -- and the


24  Chukchi, there are already areas that will not be


25  considered.  We have got areas off of Barrow and areas off
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 1  of Kaktovik that are very important for subsistence


 2  whaling.  There is also a 25-mile buffer here off the


 3  Chukchi area because of whaling and subsistence issues.


 4  Now, that's as small as it could get.  As we go through


 5  the process --


 6                  MS. RENEE ORR: As big as it could get.


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: They could get bigger.


 8  They could get bigger.  The deferral areas could be


 9  bigger.  If we find out that's not the right size, it may


10  be bigger.  It could be bigger.  If these two areas off


11  the Beaufort Sea are not big enough from what we hear, we


12  can discuss that, too.  The point is that every region is


13  different.  This is not the Gulf of Mexico.  It is not


14  California.  It's not the Atlantic coast off of New Jersey


15  and those kind of places.  This is the Arctic.  One size


16  does not fit all.  If these areas are too big, with the


17  information we are getting from you all and others, the


18  actual lease sales, if they occur, could be smaller.


19  Okay?  So this is just where we start.


20            Okay.  Then the Cook Inlet, I'll just throw that


21  in there.  There may be one sale as early as 2013 if


22  industry is interested, and then if they are interested,


23  of course, there would have to be another environmental


24  document done for Cook Inlet.  If they are not interested,


25  we don't go down that path.
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 1            Okay.  What is the EIS process?  This is a big


 2  document here.  This is just for this five-year program.


 3  It covers the Gulf of Mexico and also the Arctic and also


 4  Cook Inlet.  The whole process is to disclose everything,


 5  what is being thought about right now, to involve the


 6  public.  That's why we come here and we take the time out


 7  of your busy schedules near a holiday.  And my wife is


 8  upset, too.  She's out shopping for Christmas, and here I


 9  am.  But this is important.  So we need to involve the


10  public.


11            We have to identify and evaluate alternatives.


12  Our 15 sales, you know, three in Alaska, and then 12 in


13  the Gulf of Mexico, really what should be done?  So we


14  have these alternatives in the document where, okay,


15  alternative one is to have 15 lease sales in six planning


16  areas.  Is that the best idea?  What do people think?


17  It's outlined in here in terms of the potential


18  environmental impacts.  What is the right thing to do?  We


19  have to disclose this.  We have to involve the public.  We


20  have to identify any alternatives.


21            Avoid negative impacts.  Okay.  The OCS Lands


22  Act requires us to balance economics with the environment


23  and everything else that goes with it.  Up here in the


24  Chukchi and the Beaufort, subsistence hunting and


25  subsistence lifestyles are incredibly important.  We
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 1  cannot impact that.  That's something that is different


 2  than, let's say, the Gulf of Mexico.  They have shrimp


 3  fishermen and things like that, but it's a different type


 4  of fishing, a different type of hunting.  It's not the


 5  same as in the Arctic.  It's a totally different


 6  environment.  We understand that.  What's important to the


 7  communities up here has to be factored into this


 8  discussion and decision.


 9            And to identify environmental analyses and to


10  bring everything together, you end up with something this


11  big.


12            Okay.  What are some of the things that we talk


13  about in this document?  This is a draft document.  Before


14  it went -- was published, we sent out calls for


15  information.  Tell us what you think.  What should be in


16  the document?  When we got information from the public,


17  when we went to Nome, when we went to USGS, when we went


18  to the Park Service, when we went to the North Slope


19  Bureau fisheries scientists, when we went to all of them,


20  things began to bubble up on the kind of things we need to


21  consider for this document, everything from seismic


22  surveying that create noise, drilling, service vessels.


23            We hear that -- and we know now from the facts


24  that there is not as much ice as there used to be.  There


25  is a lot more shipping up there.  You know, transportation
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 1  of commercial goods, even recreational boaters have been


 2  up here.  So there is a lot more noise.  Service vessels,


 3  bottom disturbance.  If there were drilling, there might


 4  be pipelines.  There is going to be anchoring.  Air


 5  emissions, air quality, coastal activities, pipeline.  If


 6  they bring the oil ashore, if they drill and if they find


 7  oil and if it goes to development -- and that's a lot of


 8  ifs -- a pipeline, where is it going to come ashore?  That


 9  has to be considered.


10            Support facilities.  If they are going to have


11  this activity go offshore in your garden, what kind of


12  support facilities are they going to need?  What impact


13  could that have?  People like Nancy, people like Jennifer


14  have to look at that and say, okay, this is the


15  environment.  This is what could happen.  What's the


16  impact?  What's the potential.


17            Accidental oil spills, an area of very hot


18  debate.  Cleaning up oil in the Arctic, everyone knows


19  that is really, really difficult and it cannot be allowed


20  to occur.  The best way to clean up an oil spill is not to


21  let an oil spill occur.  So what are the safety factors


22  involved?  Those are things that are being discussed now


23  to make sure that if it occurs, everybody has their Ps and


24  Qs in order because everyone is watching.


25            Other things that are considered, marine and
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 1  coastal habitats, marine and coastal birds, fisheries,


 2  marine mammals, archeological resources.  What evidence is


 3  there of previous generations offshore we need to protect?


 4  Very important.  And also the socioeconomics.  How does it


 5  affect our communities if there is changes, if there is


 6  development?  All that has to be put into this document.


 7            Special considerations.  After the Deepwater


 8  Horizon accident, the tragedy, 11 people lost their lives,


 9  five million barrels of oil went into the ocean.  They are


10  still cleaning it up.  We have to look at the risk.  What


11  is the risk of a potential of that happening in the Arctic


12  or in the Gulf of Mexico again?  What are the potential


13  catastrophic impacts if this is to occur?


14            Also climate change.  We are watching the


15  Arctic.  NOAA just came out with a report last week that


16  says there is a lot less ice than there was before.  It's


17  impacting where polar bears go and walruses.  It's


18  impacting where you go to fish and where you hunt.  All


19  that has to be considered in a document like this put out


20  to the public so you can help us make it better so the


21  decisionmaker, the Secretary of the Interior, can make the


22  right decision.


23            So where are we in this process?  As I said, we


24  come up here, myself and others, you see us probably more


25  than you would like.
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 1                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: Could you clarify


 2  what -- which part they are still cleaning up off the


 3  coast of Louisiana?


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It's off the coast of


 5  Louisiana, certain areas and beaches, backwaters.


 6                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: Not in Alaska?


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Oh, no, no, sir.  No,


 8  sir.  There has been no drilling in the Arctic going on


 9  nine years now, approaching ten years.  It's an area that


10  we are watching very closely.  The Secretary is taking a


11  very cautious approach.  Mistakes cannot be allowed to


12  happen.  I mean, we all know that.  This is not the Gulf.


13  It's a very harsh environment, very unforgiving.  You work


14  out there.  You know.


15            But where are we in the process?  It takes two


16  to three years to get to where we are today, even before a


17  decision is made.  This was starting to be discussed in


18  August of 2008 when Renee's group said, look,


19  Mr. Secretary, the current five-year plan goes from 2007


20  to 2012.  When that plan expires, if you ever want to have


21  any more lease sales, you have to have a new five-year


22  plan.  So back in 2008, Renee's group went out to ask for


23  information what people thought.  A draft proposed program


24  came out in 2009, and we were up here talking to you all.


25            Public comment and scoping materials went from
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 1  January of 2009 now to March 2011.  We then come out with


 2  a proposed program last month with an environmental impact


 3  statement.  And this is not the end of it.  This is just a


 4  draft document.  It will not be finalized and there will


 5  not be a decision till late in 2012.


 6            The point I'm trying to make is this is a long


 7  process.  It was intentionally made long so that we can


 8  talk to people and we can take your message back to


 9  headquarters.  That's where Renee is, who can sit down


10  with the Secretary and his assistants to say this is what


11  we have heard from our constituents before he makes a


12  decision.  It's a long process.  It requires a lot of


13  discussion.  It requires us to come up here and talk with


14  you.  Again, we know you have busy schedules.  It's the


15  holiday season.  It's in the evening.  But we are here


16  because it's important.


17            Now, this was put on the Web.  We mailed copies


18  of this document to all the villages.  We've got CDs with


19  the document.  It's now open for public comment.  You can


20  submit comments through this process here, this website,


21  or you can mail something to James Bennett at our


22  headquarters office.  So there is lots of ways to do it.


23            You know, one of the ways that's very important


24  is to talk with people such as yourself and actually come


25  to the villages.  Not everybody has time to sit down at
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 1  the computer and bang something out or to send us a note.


 2  So that's why we come out here, to say that the process is


 3  still ongoing.  There is an environmental document for


 4  anybody to read and comment on.  We take your comments.


 5  They collate them at headquarters, and they send them up


 6  the chain of command all the way up to the Secretary of


 7  Interior.  So that's why we are here.  That's what's going


 8  on.


 9            We have the maps.  We have the alternatives


10  behind Renee where some sales would be dropped out.


11  Someone will say, well, I like this one because it has


12  everything of the above, but we exclude the Gulf of Mexico


13  central sale.  Some people may say that.  Some folks may


14  say we like everything up here, but we want to exclude the


15  sale in the Chukchi.  Or we want to exclude Cook Inlet.


16  Everything is on the table.  Nothing has been decided.


17  You have a process here.  There is who to send information


18  to.  We have got the disk on CD.


19            Now, I have probably talked way too much.  And


20  we are going to start the public comment period now.


21  Something we tried recently -- and we have a lot of people


22  in the room here.  We can either do it this way and we can


23  ask people to step up and talk, or we can get in a circle.


24  Does anyone have a preference?  Start with the Elders


25  first.  How about since we have got a full room, we don't
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 1  go in the circle.  You want to go in the circle?  Do I


 2  hear any comments of sitting in a circle?


 3                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: I guess it doesn't


 4  matter.


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It doesn't matter?


 6  Okay.  Well, sir, would you like to start us off?  You


 7  said the blessing.


 8            All I'm asking is people -- so Mary can type and


 9  get all the information -- if she doesn't, she is going to


10  come after me.  So we would like to know who would like to


11  start off.  Rossman, would you like to start off with a


12  comment?


13                  MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK: My name is Rossman


14  Peetook from Wainwright.  I got something in my mind.  Is


15  there any oil inland?  Is there any oil inland?  Is it dry


16  now inland?


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Is there any oil inland?


18  Yes, that's -- the Bureau of Land Management is


19  responsible for that.  We don't have responsibility


20  onshore.  So that's a good question.  I believe the answer


21  is yes.  But that's a different agency.  We are only


22  responsible for offshore.  But you can comment on it.


23                  MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK: Well, I'd rather see


24  the oil companies work on inland, not in the ocean, but


25  there is no way we can stop them if they want to go ahead
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 1  and drill out here.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And thank you, Rossman.


 3  We can come back to you and you can comment again.


 4  Another comment?  Please, sir.


 5                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: My name is Charles


 6  Ekak.  I'd like to know how much percent you got to go for


 7  land oil instead of out in the sea.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: What percentage?


 9                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: Like you have any other


10  place to go?


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, the places for oil


12  in the offshore plan -- and Renee, correct me if I'm


13  wrong.  Right now the only things on the table in draft


14  are the Beaufort, the Chukchi, Cook Inlet, and the Gulf of


15  Mexico.  The Atlantic coast is off the map.  California is


16  off the map.  North Aleutian Basin off of Alaska is off


17  the map.  The other places in Alaska, the geologists say


18  there is no oil there.  So the most of the oil in Alaska


19  is the Chukchi and the Beaufort, they think.  But there


20  hasn't been any wells drilled for nine years.


21                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: The reason I said that


22  was for the community, this is our -- they call garden and


23  our backyard up there.  And it's our lifeline.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.  Yes.


25                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: As long as I know, if
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 1  you can make it understandable, we can have better


 2  communication.


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, communication is


 4  where it's at.  That's why we are trying to come out here


 5  more and make presentations instead of just stand here so


 6  they know what you are thinking about in Washington.


 7                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: Thank you.  That's all


 8  I got.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


10                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: My name is Billy


11  Nashoalook.  On that book you call that, is that the same


12  draft as you brought before in 2009, or was there some


13  changes made from that first one?


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: If I'm not -- this is a


15  new draft.  There was a -- the five-year draft proposed


16  program, that went out for comment.  This is the first EIS


17  draft that's about that new program.  It keeps growing, as


18  you can see.  With all the new information, it gets bigger


19  and bigger because we try to consider more and more.  So


20  the answer to your question is this is a new draft for the


21  proposed program that was commented on last year.


22                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: And all those


23  comments will be included in that?


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.  And now we are


25  getting more comments.  As I say, this is not going to be
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 1  finalized for several months until we get it right.  More


 2  comments?


 3                  MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: My name is Raymond


 4  Aguvluk.  I have been here all my life.  And you guys do,


 5  like, cleanup exercise on the ice before?  I mean, if


 6  there is an oil spill, you guys do exercises like this?


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: There have been


 8  exercises we have done with the Norwegians.  We also have


 9  a huge tank in New Jersey.  It's 200 meters long, I


10  believe 20 meters across, six meters deep that they can


11  fill full of ice.  They can test equipment.  But we are


12  not going to hide it.  Cleaning up oil in ice everyone


13  knows is very difficult, extremely difficult.  On a good


14  day, you've got to worry about staying alive in the


15  Arctic.  You know that more than I do.


16            So the subject of cleaning up oil in ice is a


17  subject of research going on right now.  That's why the


18  Secretary is taking a cautious approach to the Arctic and


19  that's why anytime anything is allowed in the Arctic, we


20  have to make sure the safety and the engineering is spot


21  on.  There is no margin for error.  So the answer to your


22  question, it's a subject of research going on right now.


23                  MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: So how long has this


24  book been --


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  This was just
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 1  released.  There is discussion about oil in here, the


 2  effects of oil.  Since it is ongoing research, a new lease


 3  sale would not occur in the Chukchi until 2016.  And the


 4  reason why the Secretary said there's not going to be a


 5  new sale until then is so that more research and more


 6  engineering can be giving thought to oil spills.  That's


 7  why it's further out in the program.  And if they are not


 8  ready, they can always cancel a sale like he did for the


 9  previous sales in the Chukchi and the Beaufort that were


10  canceled.


11                  MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: Thank you.


12                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: In the statement,


13  how deep will it be when you get close?  Because we all


14  know when the ice goes about 30 feet high, the bottom is


15  about three or four times longer underneath, and it tears


16  up the bottom, ocean bottom.  How will that be studied?


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's being looked at.


18  And what would happen before they got that far is there


19  would have to be an exploration well drilled, which hasn't


20  been drilled for nine years.  Maybe next year, if all the


21  permits are given to Shell, if.  Then if they choose to go


22  back out if they find oil, then they would have to submit


23  a development plan on how they would develop it and how


24  they would get the product to shore.  How would they put


25  the pipeline in?  Where would they put the pipeline.
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 1            Then we would have to write another book like


 2  this or books like this to explain what would happen if we


 3  let them do what they proposed.  So the simple answer to


 4  your question is that's not decided yet.  They would have


 5  to propose something, but first they have got to find oil.


 6  And then after they find oil, if they find oil, then they


 7  propose on a pipeline.  Then we have to do the environment


 8  analysis all over again.  And that can take years.


 9                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: Then questions like


10  ours, what we brought before the -- when they start


11  developing the oil and what they found out there, those


12  comments will be addressed?


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Then we will be back.


14  We have got to start the process again.  Have I missed


15  anything, Renee?


16                  MS. RENEE ORR: Nope.  We will be here


17  again.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Renee is being very


19  quiet, but she's a good friend of mine.  She's at


20  headquarters.  She oversees the leasing process, resource


21  evaluation -- that is, how much oil could be out there.


22  Also the economics.  So she's one of the headquarters


23  executives that helps to balance this out, and she meets


24  with the Secretary more often than I do.  So it's really


25  important that Renee is here.  Renee is one of our senior
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 1  leaders in headquarters.


 2            And this is so important, this five-year plan,


 3  that we have three people from headquarters here.  From


 4  the strategic resources, we have got Jennifer Culbertson


 5  from the division that wrote this document and Tim Holder


 6  who works in headquarters, but spent over 20 years in


 7  Alaska.  And so the big boss said, you folks come to


 8  Alaska and talk to the people and listen to what they say


 9  because this is important.


10            Again, more comments.


11                  MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA: If I'm correct,


12  their comments will be put in there?


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: How does it work?


14                  MS. RENEE ORR: It will be in the next


15  response to comments in the final EIS.


16                  MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA: And as I could see,


17  the green is in the -- is the proposed drilling area.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That is an area that is


19  off limits.  This is a deferral area because it's so


20  important to subsistence.


21                  MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA: I was just curious


22  and was wondering how many miles offshore is it.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: This is 25.  These are


24  the leases that are currently out there.  If during this


25  process it comes to light that this 25 miles is not


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(6) Page 22 - Page 25







 


Public Hearing For Programmatic Five Year 
Environmental Impact Statement BOEM


Wainwright, Alaska
December 5, 2011


Page 26


 1  enough, then it could be further out.  If these areas here


 2  off of Barrow and Kaktovik are not big enough for


 3  subsistence whaling, then it could be bigger.


 4                  MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA: Because I wanted to


 5  comment because if I'm correct, the fall whale that they


 6  got this year was caught about 30 miles out of Wainwright.


 7  And I just wanted to see if that was close to where they


 8  would stop or they wouldn't be drilling.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: See, that's important


10  because this -- it will be at least 25 miles, but comments


11  like that help us to determine is 25 miles enough.  So


12  that's important to get.  Thank you.  Because, I mean, we


13  understand subsistence whaling is the heart and soul of


14  these communities, and that's important to everyone.  And


15  that's important to the nation because it's important to


16  you.  Thank you for your comment.


17                  MR. BLAIR PATKOTAK: My name is Blair


18  Patkotak.  You said it's not written in stone yet.  And my


19  question is, when it gets written in stone, are you going


20  to start the process of opening bids for lease like --


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's interesting you


22  say that because when I say written in stone is right now


23  everything is on the table.  And when this process is


24  completed and the Secretary -- if the Secretary would


25  decide that there is going to be a lease sale in some area
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 1  up here in 2016, it's not a done deal until the sale


 2  occurs.  The Secretary could say that, okay, from 2011


 3  where we met tonight to right up to that sale there hasn't


 4  been enough work done; I've changed my mind.  He could


 5  say, well, it sounded like a good idea a couple years ago,


 6  but it's not a good idea anymore.  That's his choice.


 7  Renee, did I misstate that?


 8                  MS. RENEE ORR: That's absolutely true.


 9  That's absolutely true.  And so we did cancel -- we


10  canceled sales after the Macondo accident.  And the


11  Secretary will cancel sales and did cancel sales after the


12  Macondo accident.  We had to stop, and we had to take a


13  pause and figure out how we could do this better and


14  safer.  And so there was a significant period of time


15  where we didn't have any new leasing activities, where we


16  strengthened our safety -- our safety rules and our safety


17  requirements.  And this month will be the first sale we


18  will be holding in the Gulf of Mexico since the Macondo


19  accident happened a year and a half ago.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Do you remember when the


21  last Alaska sale was?


22                  MS. RENEE ORR: It was in 2008.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So the last sale in


24  Alaska up here was in 2008.  The ones after that were


25  canceled by the Secretary, and the earliest another sale
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 1  could occur would be in 2015 in the Beaufort and 2016 in


 2  the Chukchi, provided the Secretary is confident there is


 3  enough information collected and the technology is safe


 4  enough.  So it is -- as the Secretary told us, I am taking


 5  a cautious approach to the Arctic.  We are going to go by


 6  the book one step at a time.  We are going to go talk to


 7  people.  We are going to look at the rules.  We are going


 8  to look at the regulations.  We are going to look at the


 9  environment, and we are not going to jump into this.


10  That's what he told us, and that's what we are telling


11  you, and that's our marching orders.


12                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: When you say that


13  final thing by the Secretary of Interior, that's the


14  Secretary giving permission, I mean, from the President


15  and the Congress, can they override the Secretary in case


16  there is an emergency need for oil?  If they say we need


17  to have this drilled next year, what's going to happen to


18  our comments that we turned in?


19                  MS. RENEE ORR: The Outer Continental


20  Shelf Lands Act that was on one of the earlier slides


21  gives the responsibility for managing all of the offshore


22  resources off of the entire nation, gives those decisions


23  to the Secretary of the Interior to make.  But Congress


24  passed that law.  Congress could conceivably pass another


25  law saying -- modifying that, ordering us to do something
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 1  different.  But the Lands Act has only been modified twice


 2  since, I believe, 1958.  So it is highly unlikely that you


 3  would get enough senators and congressmen to agree that


 4  the process that we are going forward with and that's been


 5  in place substantively since 1978 is going to change.


 6                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: That's the reason I


 7  ask because we are not given very much time when they


 8  started development right after that first oil well was


 9  discovered in Prudhoe.  That's why I was asking what if it


10  should happen out there.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, that's onshore,


12  right?


13                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: Onshore was the one


14  that they started that have as much questions to us at


15  that time because I was pretty much involved with it.  And


16  that's why I was asking what if the same thing happen out


17  there, they discover oil or gas.


18                  MS. RENEE ORR: They still have a lengthy


19  process to go through.  It was on the one slide that Jim


20  described.  But there are environmental analyses and there


21  are engineering and safety analyses that we have to do.


22  So there is no way that anybody can rush to development.


23  There is no such thing as rushing to development.  They go


24  through the development of an environmental impact


25  statement, assessment of an exploration plan and a
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 1  development plan.


 2            And if they actually go to development and begin


 3  to build the facility and the pipeline, you are talking


 4  probably close to a decade before they would actually be


 5  able to do that.


 6                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: In other words, you


 7  control the oil companies.


 8                  MS. RENEE ORR: Yes, we do.  We control


 9  what they do and when they can do it, yeah.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And if I'm not mistaken,


11  Renee, correct my verbiage if I'm wrong, but the OCS Lands


12  Act says that when an oil company gets a lease, the only


13  right they have is that they are the first group that


14  could do something that they are allowed to.  It gives


15  them no other rights.


16                  MS. RENEE ORR: Yeah.  It basically gives


17  them the right to come to us and ask for additional -- the


18  authority to do additional work on that land.  It gives


19  them the exclusive right.  But it doesn't say as soon as


20  they get the lease you can go out and drill right away.


21  There is a long process before they can do that.


22                  DR. JIM KENDALL: There is none of this


23  click your fingers and do it.  No, the law will not permit


24  that.


25            Who is next?  We don't want to be -- we don't
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 1  want to leave this room until everyone feels they have had


 2  time to comment.  You can submit comments by computer.


 3  You can send us a note.  But we are here tonight to hear


 4  whatever you want to say and we can get it down there and


 5  take it home.  So this night is yours.


 6                  MS. RENEE ORR: And I'd just like to


 7  reiterate something that Jim said, that I have met with


 8  the Secretary of the Interior.  He is very interested in


 9  hearing what you have to say, and that's why I'm here.  I


10  will go back to Washington, D.C. and sit in meetings with


11  the Secretary, and he's going to ask me, what did you hear


12  when you were in Alaska.  And I want to be able to tell


13  him what you all are thinking, and I want to be able to


14  capture it accurately.  And it's very important.  It's


15  very important to him and it's very important to me.


16            We want to make sure that everybody has all of


17  the information.  We make these difficult decisions, and


18  these are difficult decisions that have to be made as we


19  talk about how we develop or not develop resources of the


20  nation.


21                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: My name is Charles.  I


22  think at the first meeting here we could set an example.


23  Like I'm a subsistence hunter.  If that's the limit of 25


24  miles out, right now it's no use.  Five years ago it still


25  could have been okay, but right now we are operating a
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 1  community, and we have been traveling out almost to 50.


 2  So I think if you double that portion there, the whole


 3  community around the coast will agree with my opinion


 4  anyway.


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So what you are saying


 6  is your recommendation, Charles, is this should not be 25


 7  miles.  It should be how much?


 8                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: Double the size, like


 9  45 or 50.  Because our boats have been checking out there


10  with coordinates, and we know how far they are, and they


11  know how far they are, too.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a good comment.


13  That's good information.


14                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: So something like 45,


15  49 miles, 42 miles.  That's way out there beyond that


16  25-mile limit.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.


18                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: You are welcome.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: More comments, please.


20  I don't want anybody to go home and say they weren't


21  heard.  Margie?


22                  MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: (Shakes head.)


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I have known Marjorie a


24  couple years.  She's usually not shy.  Rossman.


25                  MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK: In 1940s, late '40s,
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 1  I've seen icebergs higher than this, even in '50s.  And


 2  today I don't see them much anymore.  Are they melting


 3  down or what?


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And you know what we


 5  call that, what you just said?  Traditional knowledge.  We


 6  need to hear that.


 7                  MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK: Because I've seen


 8  them out here for -- they stuck here for -- for a week or


 9  so.  And we can see them from -- from the land.  And when


10  the tide comes, it took off because maybe the keel was


11  stuck on the bottom.  I don't see those size bergs


12  anymore, those big icebergs that I've seen before back in


13  the '40s, yes.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's important.


15  That's called traditional knowledge.  And when I came to


16  Alaska, I was trained as a scientist; but then I found out


17  some of the Elders of these communities could see what we


18  are doing in Western science and give us, well, that's an


19  A, that's a B, that's a C minus.  So a lot of this stuff


20  our Western scientists find out you already know.  That's


21  why, for me, traditional knowledge is information we need


22  to include in here.  And your observations that you don't


23  see the ice -- I mean you didn't have to look at a


24  satellite to get that.  You knew it, right?


25                  MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK: Yeah.
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 1                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We need to hear that.


 2                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: We need to consider


 3  how that main ice from the North Pole is breaking up, the


 4  giant ones that we need to also consider and monitor the


 5  way they are moving.


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, yes, important.


 7  More comments, please.  We need more -- everybody getting


 8  enough coffee?  Some of these young gentlemen came and


 9  helped us set up the room, so we want to thank the young


10  folks that came and set up the room and helped us hang


11  posters.


12                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: Personally, I'm against


13  all -- I'm against all this, you know.  I'm against the


14  five-year lease.  I stand strong in my traditional values.


15  I respect Elders.  They are our leaders here.  I don't see


16  in your plan -- I see all the good words, you know, all


17  your good plans for things that are possibly happening.  I


18  don't see possible impacts.  I don't see a page of


19  possible impacts for at least us to be aware of for


20  something else that possibly can be brought up, you know.


21  I don't see -- I don't see where we can -- we can -- you


22  know, where can we turn, the direction to oppose this,


23  that page?  Right?


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, you need to tell


25  us.  You need to tell us.  And as for impacts, my friend,
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 1  Ira, you are welcome to read this document and make it


 2  better.  Some of the --


 3                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: I live here, Bud.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I know.  And this is why


 5  we are here.  You live here.  This is your backyard.  This


 6  is your garden.  This document was written by a lot of


 7  different people from all over the country.  Having


 8  traditional knowledge in here, having gentlemen like


 9  yourself and ladies to read this and give us more


10  information, that's what we need.  That's why we are here.


11                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: You say you value


12  traditional knowledge.  Okay.  Where is your traditional


13  team?  Where is the surveys?


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You are the team.  I


15  don't mean that in jest.  It's really true because most of


16  us came from a Western science background.  We were not


17  trained in traditional knowledge.  We learned to


18  appreciate it later.  There was a study that was done


19  recently -- we have a research program where the whaling


20  captains took GPS units onto their boats and they plotted


21  out where they went.  They worked with us.  We worked with


22  the North Slope Borough.


23            And when they took all that data of where the


24  whaling captains went to to harvest their whales for their


25  communities and we put it on the map, it showed us where
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 1  we shouldn't allow any drilling to occur.  So the


 2  knowledge that the whaling captains have about where to go


 3  to get the whales to feed their community is being used in


 4  a document like this to set up deferral areas so we don't


 5  allow activities.


 6            When Charles mentioned that sometimes you are


 7  going 40, 45, 50 miles to get a whale offshore, that's


 8  what we need to know.  That's where that information goes


 9  into the leasing process.  That's where the information


10  comes here into this document.  That's why we come to the


11  communities.  We don't know.  We don't have all the


12  answers.  So we have to come to our traditional knowledge


13  team, which is sitting in this room.  You have to help us.


14                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: I mean, this isn't even


15  a third of the village.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's right.  That's


17  why we keep coming back.  And that's why we are going to


18  go to Point Hope and Point Lay and Kaktovik and Nuiqsut


19  and Barrow and take all that in and try to give Renee what


20  she needs to go to the Secretary and say, let me tell you


21  what I heard from our citizens in Kaktovik and Nuiqsut and


22  Wainwright and Barrow.  This is what the subsistence


23  hunters and their families say.  This is how it's in here,


24  so he can make a decision.  We are not the


25  decisionmaker.


Page 37


 1                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: We don't only depend on


 2  the bowhead.  We depend on the seals, the walruses, and


 3  even the polar bear and other mammals.  Okay?


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Right.


 5                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: Have you even


 6  coordinated with any of the people that tag, possibly tag


 7  the animals and see which way they migrate?


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, yes, we have.  Any


 9  of my EIS folks are welcome to jump in here, but if I'm


10  not mistaken, the North Slope Borough was a cooperating


11  agency with this document and the State of Alaska.  And


12  the research that's done by USGS and NOAA and the State of


13  Alaska and the North Slope Borough is used in this


14  document.  We discuss the seals.  We discuss the walrus.


15  We discuss the fisheries.  If you see something that's not


16  right, help us fix it before it goes to the Secretary.  If


17  you see something that's not in this document that's


18  missing, help us add it.  Okay.


19            My two friends that work on EISs -- I'm looking


20  at Nancy and Jennifer -- am I misspeaking?


21                  MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON: No, not at all.


22  I know there is a lot of research incorporated by people


23  that work just on the North Slope to track marine mammals,


24  a lot of people that know a lot about marine mammals and,


25  you know, it's a section if you go in the index and you
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 1  just -- if you just want to peruse -- it's a daunting


 2  document.  So if you just want to look for just what's


 3  written about marine mammals, there is maybe, I don't


 4  know, 20, 30 pages dedicated to certain marine mammals.


 5  And you can go through and check any knowledge you have


 6  that you don't see in there.


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Tell us.


 8                  MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON: Send us an


 9  e-mail or send us a letter or anything.  There is a lot of


10  research in there about marine mammals.  I'm not a marine


11  mammal specialist, so I'm not going to speak to it.  But I


12  did read over it, and there is a lot of information there.


13  I know it's daunting to see a big document, but --


14                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Some of the baseline


15  studies, MMS in the past, now BOEM presently have funded


16  studies to tag bowheads and belugas, and there have


17  certainly been studies on seals.  And this has gone over a


18  period of -- well, the tagging is in more recent years,


19  but the baseline studies go back over 30 years.  So we


20  have a time series from a Western science basis on these


21  marine mammals.  So there has been a lot of attention paid


22  by, as I say, MMS in the past and now BOEM.


23            So -- and as Jim says, we have coordinated with


24  really all the relevant agencies that have a stake in


25  this.
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 1                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Nancy, you had a


 2  comment.


 3                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: I was just going to


 4  say, even though the document is written nationally for


 5  the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska, the part on Alaska was


 6  rigorously reviewed by the Alaska scientists, and most of


 7  them have been here working up on the North Slope and


 8  working with the North Slope Borough and NOAA on


 9  various -- Fish & Game on various studies.  So we hope


10  from Alaska that we got that research in there, the most


11  recent published research.


12            And there is a subsistence section written by


13  the cultural people, not just the natural sciences.  It's


14  cultural and socioeconomic aspects that was written by


15  cultural anthropologist, Chris Campbell.  I don't know if


16  you know her.  She did her work out on King Island.  So


17  both parts are in there, and Alaskans were involved in


18  reviewing it.  But it can be improved.  It certainly can


19  be improved.


20                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: Have you guys even


21  considered, you know, studying whether or not this is the


22  mammals' feedings grounds, the Arctic Ocean?  Without the


23  feeding grounds, there is no more mammals.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, you are absolutely


25  correct.  That's why, as Nancy pointed out and Jennifer,


Page 40


 1  we work very closely with NOAA and the University of


 2  Alaska in Fairbanks and USGS and other -- and the National


 3  Marine Fisheries Service.  Those are important questions


 4  we just can't pigeonhole.  Where are the whales migrating?


 5  Where are they having their calves?  Where are they


 6  eating?  How do they react to sound?  Those are real


 7  important questions that have to be in there.


 8            So those are good questions, Ira.  And if you


 9  look at the document and you don't think we got it right,


10  please let us know.  Our goal is to make a good document


11  that we can give to Renee that she can take to the


12  Secretary.  And if we have got to add 50 pages to it


13  because you found the information or there is traditional


14  knowledge that has to be put in there, let us know.  We


15  want a good document.  We want to do a good job.


16                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Jim, I have something to


17  add on that.  It was with respect to feeding.  We have a


18  major study on bowhead feeding, and that's been going on,


19  I think, for about three years of the five-year study.


20  And before we have addressed the population and


21  distribution to our bowhead whale aerial survey that's


22  been going on for over 30 years.  This part was to address


23  the feeding part, as you point out.  As far as I know, we


24  haven't really had any studies of the smaller mammals,


25  like the beluga or the seals or any of those, so -- but
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 1  they started out --


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: But we work with the


 3  agencies that are doing the studies.


 4                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Yeah.  And it's a


 5  multi -- as with many of our studies, it's a multi-agency


 6  study.  And one that I know we have worked with is


 7  biologists with the North Slope Borough Department of


 8  Wildlife.  So Craig George in particular and Bob Sudyam


 9  have been involved with study design and kind of progress


10  of the study.  But there is like a room full of scientists


11  on that.  But having traditional knowledge plugged in is


12  definitely, like Jim says, something that can add to the


13  suite of science.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You may know that


15  earlier this year the President created an inter-agency


16  working group to coordinate permitting for energy in


17  Alaska.  Well, it's chaired by the Deputy Secretary, David


18  Hayes, and they had a meeting December 1st.  Everybody was


19  there from the Arctic Research Commission; Fran Ulmer, who


20  is now the head of that at the University of Alaska at


21  Fairbanks; NOAA was there; the Department of Energy.


22            And they spent the day asking questions, just as


23  you did, and we had to tell all of them who was talking to


24  who and where we are in this process, that we are working


25  with NOAA, we are working with the North Slope Borough, we
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 1  are working with the USGS, so that questions that you are


 2  asking, we have answers to, that people are working


 3  together.


 4            Because you know, we have -- it's not just the


 5  whales.  It's the seals, it's the walrus, it's the fishes,


 6  it's the benthic communities, the impacts and potential


 7  impacts to the subsistence lifestyles and the culture.


 8  It's all connected.  And so they were asking those


 9  questions, just like you are asking, what are you doing,


10  and we had to give them the answers.  And the President is


11  watching.


12                  MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK: As far as you talk


13  about the animals, what worries me a lot is those


14  microscopic animals, those small animals or the animals


15  that can't swim, but are driven by the current, moving by


16  a current.  So that's the ones that are impacted most.  I


17  think we should look at them more closely than the ones


18  that we can see.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's right.  That's


20  right.  The bowhead whale eats the very small animals, the


21  plankton that float in the water.


22                  MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK: The food chains that


23  float in the water.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a good


25  observation.  I know we are working on it.  We've got to
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 1  make sure that that's -- that is very important.


 2                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: Going back to one


 3  of the statements you made, you said you got the GPS from


 4  one of the whaling captains that got the furthest from --


 5  do you know how many miles it was?


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: How many miles he went


 7  off?


 8                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: The information you


 9  got from the whaling captain, the furthest one out there.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It's on the map.  It


11  looks like spaghetti.  Do you know, Tim, offhand?


12                  MR. TIM HOLDER: I do not.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It might be in here.


14  It's published, and you can see the area where they were


15  all out and it was many miles.


16                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: My former captain,


17  Rossman, before GPS, the whale I helped caught with him


18  was -- took us over 12 hours to tow it in by five boats.


19  So if they are doing about three or four miles per hour


20  over 12 hours, you can --


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thirty-six miles, 40


22  miles.  That's what we need to know.  Got it?  Bingo.  You


23  just impacted us.


24                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: Billy Bodfish, for the


25  record.  We had fall whaling this year.  The minimum miles
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 1  we saw or we went out to actually see a whale was 25


 2  miles.  And so --


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The furthest you went


 4  out, you think?


 5                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: No, that's when we


 6  started seeing whales, 25 miles.  And how far would you


 7  move the deferral line or --


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Tell us.  Right now it


 9  will be at least 25 miles, at least.  Charles in the back


10  was telling us he thought maybe 40 miles, 45 miles.


11  That's what we want to know.  You tell us.  Based on your


12  experience whaling, where are you going to get the whales?


13  How far do you go out?  Tell so Mary can type it in.  That


14  goes into our analysis.  So you went out at least further


15  than 25.


16                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: Yeah, just to see the


17  whales.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And that basically is


19  very -- that's what Charles was saying.


20                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: Yeah.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  That's what we


22  need to know.  And Jennifer, you got that and you are


23  going back to headquarters?


24                  MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON: Uh-huh.


25                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: I have a question.  You
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 1  said you saw them at 25, but when did you actually --


 2                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: That's when we started


 3  seeing the whales.


 4                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: When did you actually


 5  have success or other captains have success, what distance


 6  beyond --


 7                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: At least 30, 35.


 8                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: At least 30?


 9                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: Yeah.


10                  MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON: What's the


11  farthest that you ever go out?


12                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: I don't remember.


13  It's far, though.


14                  MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON: A lot further


15  than that.


16                  MR. BILLY BODFISH: They towed the whale


17  17 hours this fall.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Seventeen hours at three


19  miles an hour coming back, you think?


20                  MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON: That's at least


21  50 miles.


22                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: I think the whale


23  they was talking about, when they started towing it, it


24  was -- they called in that they were about 33 miles


25  straight out.
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 1                  MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA: And you said you


 2  only did the bowhead, the GPS tracking for the bowhead?


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That one experiment was


 4  just with the bowhead captains.


 5                  MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA: Have you ever


 6  considered walrus?  Because with the sea ice declining,


 7  you have to go farther and farther to get and reach the


 8  walrus.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Right.  And now some of


10  the walrus are coming onto the shore instead of the ice.


11                  MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA: And also from what


12  I remember, a few years back they were at -- the ice was


13  at least 30 miles out.  So that might be another thing to


14  consider to extend the --


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The study?


16                  MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA: Yeah.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's fine.  We need to


18  hear this input.


19                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: Terry Tagarook, for


20  the record.  And what the people are saying that the


21  buffer zone should be increased to at least 50 miles


22  because we don't know when the whale migration come from


23  the east and the oil activities are happening in the


24  Prudhoe Bay area; they might be diverted or going out


25  further and then coming close to where our fall whaling
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 1  occurs.  And there is also feeding areas that we know


 2  there are out there where they always feed.  This document


 3  you have, the study is three volumes, right?


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yeah.  It brings all the


 5  research together.


 6                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: So all the


 7  information that our Elders told us is all up here, is


 8  verbal.  It's not written.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Right.


10                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: And these are Elders


11  that are going to be maybe -- I'm thankful that the Elders


12  are here, and while they are here we are learning from


13  them; but they are not going to be here forever.  And this


14  is something that our history that has been passed on from


15  generation to generation has been verbal and not written.


16  And if we try to write it on snow, it would melt in the


17  summer.  And I'll be satisfied with that 50-mile increase


18  on the buffer zone where the whalers can have access to


19  the whales before they hit just in case you do have


20  development; then give us that option of shutting down


21  during the fall whaling.


22                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Right.  Okay.


23                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: And the information


24  that our Elders have always taught us is to show respect.


25  If the government learn how to respect our people, all the
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 1  people along the coast, the Natives, the aboriginals of


 2  the United States, there will be no problem.  If they


 3  learn how to listen to us instead of making routes and


 4  regulation, the cubbyhole at the capital, Capitol Hill.


 5  They should at least come to us prior to making the draft


 6  or regulations to see if it will work up here in the


 7  Arctic where we live, not make at the Capitol Hill where


 8  the environment is just brick walls or no snow, no tundra


 9  or the ocean.


10            They don't realize our big our ocean is.  And


11  they just know about the lease sales that are happening.


12  They don't know the coastline.  Our people did learn by


13  experiencing the events that happened, spring, summer,


14  fall, winter.  We live by seasons.  And we survive with


15  whatever the seasons brought.  And this is something that


16  people at the federal level should learn to understand.


17  And things up here, when we try to get food, expensive.


18  And the gas very, very expensive.  About $6 a gallon here.


19  And in some places it's $9 a gallon.  So our heating and


20  our gas is very expensive.  And why is it?


21            We have Prudhoe Bay up there with all that oil.


22  We are a lot closer to it.  How come we can't get gas to


23  the villages that needs it more for the cold winters?  And


24  I believe that if people at Capitol Hill learn to come and


25  talk with us first before making the regulations, then


Page 49


 1  everything will be easier than writing up something else.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for


 3  your comment, and that is some good wisdom.  Thank you


 4  very much for your comment.  That was important.  We still


 5  have -- we still have at least one sweet left.  Is there


 6  more coffee there?  Sorry.  John, we have to learn to get


 7  more coffee next time.


 8                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: So I'm curious to know


 9  how many agencies you coordinate with in Wainwright.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's why we are here.


11  We are coordinating with you.


12                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: The corporations, the


13  tribal office such as myself, the City of Wainwright, the


14  North Slope Borough.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Not as many as we


16  should.  Not as many as we should.  It's very important


17  that we meet with the Native villages.  We need to meet


18  with the Native corporations, to meet with the North Slope


19  Borough.  We do meet with a lot of them.  We need to do


20  better.  I mean, you hit the nail on the head, I believe.


21  The Secretary just came out with a new regulation on


22  improving our communication with the tribes, and we need


23  to take that very seriously.  And we are going to.  We


24  need help with it.  And any help you could give us is


25  appreciated.


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(12) Page 46 - Page 49







 


Public Hearing For Programmatic Five Year 
Environmental Impact Statement BOEM


Wainwright, Alaska
December 5, 2011


Page 50


 1                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: What Rossman was


 2  saying about the pressure ridges that were forming in


 3  the '40s, we are not seeing any more that size.  They are


 4  not as thick as they used to be.  And global warming is


 5  playing an effect on our ocean.  And I forgot to mention


 6  that seals were being found -- the ringed seals were being


 7  found having loss of hair and lesions on the head and some


 8  kind of sickness going among the seals.  If that should


 9  occur, will it affect our whales, the oogruk, some kind of


10  disease that's going around among the ringed seals.  We


11  would like to keep those other species healthy.


12            And these are some things that we need to


13  remember before you do any actions on exploration or


14  development.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  Mary has got it


16  in there.  Thank you.  This side of the room is very quiet


17  over here.  This side of the room is having all the


18  action.  Please, we don't want you to leave and feel you


19  should have said something.  I don't want to be a


20  schoolteacher and point at everybody.  Anybody else?  We


21  are not in a hurry to leave.  We don't get here as often


22  as we should.  Marjorie, you are not going to --


23                  MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: (Shakes head.)


24  I've got a cold.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  You have got a
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 1  cold.


 2                  MS. RENEE ORR: I couldn't find that map


 3  but we can get that.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We will find the map


 5  with all the GPS.


 6                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: One other comment.  I


 7  hope you do your homework real good and make the rest of


 8  the people along the Slope understand what the reason this


 9  is for, then I don't think you guys will have any problem


10  coasting along.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


12                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: You are welcome.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Jennifer, you hear that?


14                  MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON: Yes.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: When I have new friends


16  come from Washington, I want to make sure that they hear


17  what people say.  It's real important.  It was new to me,


18  and it's a good thing.  You have a new friend, Charles.


19  Anyone else?


20                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: There were some


21  questions that I have in mind on the first part, but you


22  went through that whole program so fast, I can't remember


23  what they are.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We are going to go back


25  and we are going to make sure you hear everything.  You
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 1  tell us where to stop.


 2                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: I told you I can't


 3  remember what it is.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We will find it.


 5                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: Because I was


 6  looking at that last one so much.  On that one real quick.


 7  How come you -- the right side, you made it look like


 8  Texas.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Christmas, green and


10  red?


11                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: Are you comparing


12  Alaska with Texas?


13                  MS. RENEE ORR: This should really be the


14  map of the -- the red really means no.  Red is stop.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You say Texas, we are


16  comparing with Texas?


17                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: The one right


18  there, that one up there, the right side.  You are


19  comparing Texas with Alaska.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It looks like Texas?  I


21  went to school in Texas and then I came to Alaska, and


22  Alaska is bigger than Texas.  That really upsets them.  I


23  hear Alaskans call Texans their little friends.  You got


24  me.


25                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: You know, Inupiat
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 1  Community of the Arctic Slope just did a ballot on whether


 2  or not we support offshore development.


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Right.


 4                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: Have you guys even


 5  looked at those numbers?  I was just thinking about it.


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I know we have had the


 7  numbers in the office, and it's part of the process on


 8  what ICAS thought.  And so, yeah, we got the numbers, and


 9  that's being considered.  It's part of the process.  ICAS


10  is very important, as well as the Native villages and the


11  North Slope Borough, the Native corporations, the


12  individual whaling captains, the Alaska Eskimo Whaling


13  Commission.  We want everybody to have a part.  But yeah,


14  that's something that's considered.


15            And then the new mayor of the North Slope


16  Borough, she has, like, I think, seven points she came out


17  with.  And so we are studying those, and then we are going


18  to meet with her next week.


19                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: I just now


20  remember.  You mentioned that sound that will affect the


21  animals, the whales are very sensitive because I know even


22  when I was off Icy Cape, they were doing seismic.  And


23  they were expecting the whales to come by around the


24  latter part of April, the first part of May, all of May


25  and June.
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 1            But after that seismic, I was down there when --


 2  in front of my -- at Icy Cape hunting.  We ran into that


 3  test lab, or whatever you call that, for seismic testing.


 4  They went straight out to the ice, and we don't know how


 5  far they went, but it was out in the ocean.  And that


 6  spring we never -- got not one whale because I was out


 7  there whaling around with everybody else.  And the whales


 8  are very sensitive to sound, and those lease sales, if


 9  they start developing, it's going to -- our Elders a long


10  time ago used to say they won't go up near any sound, or


11  an iceberg that's grounded.  They will go around it.  That


12  much I know.  Even though we go 20, 30, 40 miles out,


13  there were still none.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That is very important.


15                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: From Icy Cape they


16  turned straight out and they come back and right around


17  Barrow.  When you talk about developing oil, I don't know.


18  We need to have development during the summer or after the


19  whaling season.  But those whales are down just going


20  around Cape Lisburne probably and from that seismic


21  testing went -- so that's one of the main points on not


22  disturbing our animals, especially the whales.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Absolutely.  We take


24  that very seriously.  And I think the most permits for


25  seismic given was, like, in the '80s.  And then there was
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 1  a passage of the Marine Mammal Protection Act, and then we


 2  enforced having marine mammal observers on these vessels


 3  that is run by NOAA.  They are involved in that process.


 4  So we take sound in the ocean as a very serious thing,


 5  something we have to consider, and we have to make sure


 6  whatever we do does not impact subsistence lifestyles.


 7  That's very important to us.  And knowing that whales


 8  could divert because of noise is something we need to know


 9  and we need to factor into this.  We cannot impact the


10  subsistence lifestyles.  We understand.


11                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: That ocean out


12  there is like a loudspeaker to the animals.  They will


13  hear even if you shoot a bullet right in the water, a


14  captain, they are going to hear it about 30, 40 miles out.


15  That's how much sound carries because they have got


16  eardrums; I don't know what they are made of.  They are


17  probably like a boom.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


19                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: So with all this


20  offshore activity happening, you got vessels, you got, you


21  know, helicopters, planes, whatever.  That is going to


22  affect onshore, too, ain't it?


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And that's covered


24  partially in the document, as well.  Air quality is looked


25  at, helicopter traffic, boat traffic.  You are right.
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 1  It's not just a little area offshore.  It's a big area and


 2  everything that goes with it.


 3                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: I was doing some


 4  caribou hunting last season up river, and there was a


 5  plane that's just flying scaring caribou everywhere.  I


 6  happened to be in a staff committee meeting not too long


 7  ago, and I happened to actually meet the person.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That was flying the


 9  plane?


10                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: Yeah.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: What was he doing?


12                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: He was flying in the


13  plane with the pilot.  He was saying they were doing some


14  studies on some fish.  There is no fish on tundra.  They


15  are in the rivers.  I mean, the plane was like on high


16  hills and everything like that.  Man, I seen him with my


17  own eyes, you know.  I mean, do you guys stand on honesty?


18  You know --


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We need to hear things


20  like that, and if there ever was the actual drilling for


21  exploration and development, our sister agency, BSEE, the


22  Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, a big E,


23  they are the cops.  If there is something like that going


24  on that's not right, you tell them they and they look into


25  it.  You are eyes and ears.
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 1                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: I love traditional


 2  foods, you know.  It happens by season or it's given to me


 3  or sometimes I have to buy it or trade.  Okay.  And I want


 4  my -- I want my kids to be able to have the same foods as


 5  I did, same knowledge.  I mean, you know, same traditional


 6  ways and stories and whatever, you know.  There is a real


 7  big difference in the culture.  I don't see -- I don't see


 8  too many cultures gathering to give or sharing food.


 9  Okay.  Such as blanket toss or Christmas gathering or


10  Thanksgiving gathering.  When these kind of activities


11  happen, then there is a lot of sharing happening.  Okay.


12  The traditional foods.  And I depend on that food.  And


13  the thought of it being taken away kind of scares me.  I


14  mean, not just from me, but my kids --


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Exactly.


16                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: -- 10, 20 years down


17  the road.  I mean, you know, you all heard about that


18  Prudhoe Bay, it started off real small, right?  Now it's


19  everywhere.  Is that what's going to happen here, too?  I


20  mean, you know.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's why we are here


22  talking to you so that you can say that and it gets in the


23  record.  That's important.  And that's why in the document


24  it says that even though we say these are big areas, we


25  are moving away from this regional leasing and moving into
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 1  a smaller area with a smaller footprint if anything is


 2  allowed to happen because that's important.


 3                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: And really how will it


 4  help us?  How?  Can you tell me that?


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a good question.


 6                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: Can you tell me?


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I can't guarantee that,


 8  Ira.  But there is factors in the economy, et cetera, in


 9  the document.


10                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: All the foods that are


11  helping us today live, survive, by medicine even, and all


12  that.  There is change everywhere.  Even in Wainwright.


13  Change is happening.  Okay.  Some people are for it and


14  some people are not but, you know, I don't know.  It just


15  kind of scares me to see my kid, you know, he won't be


16  able to eat what I -- eat what we live off on.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Don't let us forget.


18                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: The culture, you know


19  what I mean?  The culture.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, sir.  Don't let us


21  forget.


22                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: Where is all the money


23  going to go?  Who is going to have all that money, you


24  know?  Us or is it going to go Outside?  Where is all the


25  work, you know?  Who is going to be coming in for work?
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 1  The local people or the Outside?


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good questions.


 3                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: How is it going to


 4  benefit the community?


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good questions.  Food


 6  for thought.  It's in the record.  Thank you.  I still see


 7  energy out there.  This side of the room is falling


 8  behind.  This side is chatter.


 9                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: I'd like to make a


10  comment on what you have been doing with the studies.  And


11  with the Administration changing, the presidential and


12  everything, the people back in the government will have


13  changes with the Administration.  And what you guys


14  going -- studying will not be looked at as proper by some


15  of the people that are not there now, but with this


16  Administration changing they might say no, it's not going


17  to work.  It might be different thoughts from different


18  Administrations.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a good comment,


20  but one thing we can say is the Secretary cannot have a


21  sale unless it's in a five-year plan.  So right now if


22  this plan gets approved in late 2010 and there is one sale


23  in the Chukchi and one sale in the Beaufort, if that


24  happens, during that time period they could be canceled,


25  but they cannot be added to.  Did I speak correctly,
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 1  Renee?


 2                  MS. RENEE ORR: Uh-huh.


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So what we are talking


 4  about now sets the tone not only from 2012 to 2017, but it


 5  can only get less.  It can't get more.  And then things


 6  that would occur, the exploration and possibly


 7  development, is years down the line after more study, more


 8  discussion and more analysis.  So there is wisdom in what


 9  you say, Terry.  And that's why I like to say nothing is


10  in stone until it actually happens.


11            You know, some oil companies wanted to be out


12  drilling last year.  Now they are talking about drilling


13  in 2012, but the process is not over yet.  There are still


14  permits to do.  There are still more analyses to do, and


15  they have not been given a green light.  One step at a


16  time.


17                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: It's the same with


18  any entity, as the Administration changes, you know, the


19  last Administration can talk about it and make a plan, but


20  with a new Administration, it might be put aside and


21  forgotten.


22                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It could be put aside


23  and there could be no lease sales.  You are right.


24  Correct.  You know your civics.  Anybody else?  I don't


25  want to make people sit here.
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 1                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: Like I said before, if


 2  you do your homework right, you can make things


 3  materialize, and that's all there is to it.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We know we are trying to


 5  do our homework and make sure everybody is watching us do


 6  our homework, and you have got to give us the grade to


 7  make sure we got an A.


 8                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: We will find out if


 9  anything materializes.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Pardon me?


11                  MR. CHARLES EKAK: The only way we will


12  find out if anything materializes.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Something could happen


14  by late 2012.  That would be the plan that's approved and


15  then maybe lease sales in the years to come.


16                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: Just listening to the


17  people of Anaktuvuk concerning a road to Umiak with the


18  caribou migration scares me.  I mean, nowadays they don't


19  even get caribou.  And all those mammals that migrate in


20  the ocean, all kinds of activity happening out there, they


21  are going to -- the migration is going to change because


22  five years is a -- they are going to want to come back,


23  but you are still going to be there, right?


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good point.  Good point.


25  Very good point.  Thank you.  And it's in the record.
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 1                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: How many more times


 2  will there be on the draft?  Are you going to be back on


 3  the final?  Are there any more trips while they are


 4  working on the draft itself, or will we see you after the


 5  final?


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: After the final comes


 7  out, if there is any lease sales, then we would come back


 8  for an individual lease sale EIS.  So yes, we are going to


 9  be back, but after this is finalized early next year.


10                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: What if there is


11  drastic changes within five years?


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: If there is drastic


13  changes, then we have the flexibility to change things.


14  If we see that there is major changes and a lease sale is


15  not right or it's in the wrong place, it can be changed.


16  It can be canceled.  You know --


17                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: But we will be made


18  aware of it?


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Absolutely.  This


20  Administration, President Obama, Secretary of the Interior


21  wants a transparent process.  That's why we come and


22  bother you now more often.


23                  MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK: Thank you.


24                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: One last question.  I


25  have a curfew.  One last question:  Will they listen if
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 1  they say -- if I said no?


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: They are listening, and


 3  we will take that message back, but one thing about


 4  transparency -- and I think we all know this --


 5  transparency doesn't mean you always get what you want,


 6  but you know you were listened to.  So we will take that


 7  message back from Terry, if that's what your comment is,


 8  no.


 9                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: When you look at


10  history, the government has always been the one that broke


11  treaties.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We will make sure we


13  don't.


14                  MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: That's my thoughts


15  for tonight.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good night.  Thank you,


17  Terry.  We don't have to stay till 10:00, but I don't want


18  people to leave and not feel they were heard.  I also


19  don't want to be a nag.


20            We will get you that map.


21                  MR. IRA UNGUDRUK: So do you have write-in


22  comments available?


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Oh, yeah.  You can send


24  in write-in comments.  Absolutely.  Send them in.  There


25  is the address.  If you go to the website, you can send
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 1  them -- you can get a link to that on how to send it in.


 2  You can send handwritten comments to Jim Bennett.  You can


 3  take one of the disks.  All the information is there.  So


 4  you can give us comment tonight.  You can send written


 5  comments.  You can get into the website.  Any way you want


 6  to give us comments of those ways, we will get into there.


 7  We don't want to exclude anybody.  Anything else?  Going


 8  once, going twice.  Okay.


 9            Let's do something a little bit different.


10  Mr. Peetook, is there a closing prayer you can give?  Is


11  there a closing prayer?


12             (Closing prayer offered by Rossman Peetook.)


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for


14  coming.


15             (Proceedings adjourned at 8:54 p.m.)
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very
  


 3   much for coming tonight.  But before we get into
  


 4   introductions and who we are and why we are here, let's
  


 5   start out with something very, very important.
  


 6   Mr. Rossman Peetook has agreed to start us off with a
  


 7   blessing.
  


 8              (Blessing offered by Rossman Peetook.)
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you
  


10   very, very much, Mr. Peetook.
  


11             Good evening.  Thank you for coming.  I
  


12   understand we have had some snow over the last weekend,
  


13   quite a bit here.  It's kind of cold out and windy, so
  


14   thank you for coming this evening.
  


15             Before we get into all of the details on why we
  


16   are here, I'm going to tell you who we are.  Okay?  My
  


17   name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the Regional Director for Alaska
  


18   for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be
  


19   previously referred as Minerals Management Service and
  


20   then the Bureau of Ocean Energy Regulation, Management and
  


21   Enforcement.  Now we are just BOEM, Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


22   Management.  And I'll explain a little bit of that a
  


23   little bit later.  But who the rest of us are.
  


24             Well, I'm from the regional office in Anchorage.
  


25   From our headquarters office in Washington, D.C., we have
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 1   got Renee Orr.  Renee is the Chief of Strategic Resources,
  


 2   and I'll explain her role as we get further into the
  


 3   mini-presentation.  We have got Jennifer Culbertson.
  


 4   Where is Jennifer?  Jennifer is also from Washington, D.C.
  


 5   She's involved in the EIS that we helped them with.  And
  


 6   I'll point out what she does, as well.  We have got Tim
  


 7   Holder.  Where is Tim?  Tim holder is now in headquarters
  


 8   Washington, D.C., but he lived in Alaska how many years?
  


 9                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Twenty-five.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Twenty-five years in
  


11   Nome and Anchorage, right?  So he decided to go to
  


12   Washington, D.C. and tell them how to do it.
  


13             We also have Nancy Deschu.  Nancy is a water
  


14   quality specialist and also a biologist that works with
  


15   our headquarters folks.  John Callahan is our public
  


16   affairs officer, and he just ran to get coffee.  And I
  


17   told him if he doesn't bring coffee back, we are not going
  


18   to unlock the door.
  


19             Rob McWhorter is from Argonne National Labs, and
  


20   he helps us putting the documents together, this big thing
  


21   we are going to talk about very briefly, and also with
  


22   logistics.
  


23             And last, but not least, the second most
  


24   important person in the room -- you are the most
  


25   important.  We want to hear from you.  The second-most
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 1   important person is Mary Vavrik.  Mary Vavrik is writing
  


 2   down everything we say.  It's very, very important.
  


 3             Tonight's meeting is not about us.  It's about
  


 4   you and what you think.  And so we changed our meetings a
  


 5   bit.  In the past we would come up here and we would say
  


 6   talk to us.  And many of you have told us in the past that
  


 7   you don't tell us what we are talking about.  Why is this
  


 8   important?  So we have listened to you and so we have
  


 9   changed our meetings a bit so we can walk you through why
  


10   we're here, why we are taking up time in your evenings and
  


11   why it's so important we hear from you now.
  


12             What we are going to talk about tonight is the
  


13   2010 to 2017 five-year plan for oil and gas and the draft
  


14   environmental impact statement, this big book here, and
  


15   what this tells us about the environmental concerns.
  


16   Okay.  It's a draft document.  It's not done yet.  That's
  


17   why we're here to tell you what it is.
  


18             Now, I mentioned that we are from the Bureau of
  


19   Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be the Minerals
  


20   Management Service.  And then we all know what happened on
  


21   April 20, 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico:  Deepwater Horizon.
  


22   Well, that caused us all to think things through.  And we
  


23   had one agency that did the leasing, that did the science,
  


24   and the same agency also collected the money, and the same
  


25   agency did the inspections.  And whether they were real or
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 1   whether they were perceptions, there may be conflict
  


 2   there.  We have to make sure we know what we are doing and
  


 3   we focus on that.
  


 4             So President Obama and Secretary of Interior Ken
  


 5   Salazar broke our MMS up into three parts.  We are from
  


 6   the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  We are responsible
  


 7   for the leasing, the five-year plan, the environmental
  


 8   documents, and the science.  Okay?  The Office of Natural
  


 9   Resources Revenue, they collect the money.  They do their
  


10   thing, but they don't impact us.  Our job is to focus on
  


11   the science, the environmental assessments, working with
  


12   our stakeholders and determining where and when is the
  


13   right time to do any oil and gas, if at all.
  


14             Then the inspectors and the people that do the
  


15   engineering and they write the rules and they do the
  


16   enforcement, they are in BSEE, the Bureau of Safety and
  


17   Environmental Enforcement.  They don't worry about what we
  


18   do, per se.  They don't worry about the money.  Their only
  


19   job is safety and environmental compliance.  So we all
  


20   have our jobs.  We talk to each other, of course, but I
  


21   know what my job is.  Renee knows what her job is.  The
  


22   people, the engineers, the inspectors, they know what
  


23   their job is.  That's what they focus on.  And then the
  


24   money people, the Office of Natural Resource Revenue, they
  


25   focus on the money.  They are over there.  Okay?  They
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 1   don't influence what we do.  All right?
  


 2             Now, why are we here tonight?  And if any of my
  


 3   colleagues want to jump in and help me out, please do.  If
  


 4   you go back to a thing, this Outer Continental Shelf Lands
  


 5   Act that goes back into the '50s, it says, "It is hereby
  


 6   declared to be the policy of the United States that the
  


 7   Outer Continental Shelf is a vital national resource held
  


 8   by the federal government for the public" -- that's
  


 9   y'all -- "which should be made available for expeditious
  


10   and orderly development subject to environmental
  


11   safeguards in a manner which is consistent with the
  


12   maintenance of competition and other national needs."
  


13   Okay.  That's the law that tells us what to do.
  


14             To go into some of the details a bit, the
  


15   Secretary of Interior cannot have a lease sale off your
  


16   coast unless it's in a five-year plan.  Right now we are
  


17   in the 2007 to 2012 five-year plan.  That was decided many
  


18   years ago, five years ago.  And there were some lease
  


19   sales scheduled in the Arctic.  Well, those aren't in
  


20   stone.  We all know what happened in April 20, 2010, the
  


21   Deepwater Horizon.  The Secretary decided to take a
  


22   cautious approach to the Arctic even before that happened.
  


23   And so some of the lease sales that were scheduled during
  


24   this current five-year plan were cancelled.  He said let's
  


25   take a reality check.  Let's slow it down and be cautious.
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 1             So the things we are talking about tonight,
  


 2   nothing is in stone for several years yet, but we have to
  


 3   start the conversation.
  


 4             Now, these five-year plans have to be done every
  


 5   five years.  And some of the times we have come up here,
  


 6   several of you have told us, why do you keep coming back.
  


 7   We told you this, the same thing, every year.  It's not
  


 8   that we don't believe you, but the law says before the
  


 9   Secretary has a five-year plan, you have to go talk to the
  


10   taxpayer, your boss, y'all, to see what they think.  And
  


11   so that's why we keep coming back.  We are not here
  


12   because we don't believe you.  It's because the law says
  


13   we have to listen to you every several years to make sure
  


14   that's what you think.  And if you tell us the same thing,
  


15   that's fine.  If you change something, that's fine, too.
  


16   But the law says come up to villages like Wainwright here,
  


17   get input before the Secretary has a new plan.
  


18             Okay.  So that's why we are here; not to take up
  


19   your time, not to impact the holidays, but to make sure
  


20   the Secretary has what he or she needs to make a decision.
  


21             And John brought coffee, so that's why the door
  


22   is unlocked.
  


23             All right.  Now, to be very brief, this is what
  


24   we are talking about, this five-year plan.  It's very
  


25   general.  It's not real specific.  It's very broad.  We
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 1   are going to talk about maybe some lease sales, but those
  


 2   won't be decided for a couple of years yet, so this is
  


 3   very broad in our discussion, right, Renee?
  


 4                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Right.  It's from a
  


 5   national perspective, the whole country.
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  When we talk about
  


 7   regional lease sales, we come back up here and start the
  


 8   process again.  Then there may be exploration.  Okay.
  


 9   Remember, there hasn't been a well drilled in the Alaska
  


10   Arctic for about nine years now.  Maybe next year, maybe
  


11   next year for Shell.  They have a plan in.  We
  


12   contingently approved the plan, but they have more work to
  


13   do, so that's not a given.  So there would be about ten
  


14   years before anyone has been allowed to drill a well, even
  


15   though they have had the leases.
  


16             Just because someone has a lease doesn't mean
  


17   they can go out and do what they want.  They still have
  


18   to -- we still have to have a lease sale.  We still have
  


19   to do the NEPA and follow the laws for exploration, then
  


20   production and decommissioning.  Right now we are at this
  


21   stage for the next five-year plan.  This is the
  


22   environmental document that was finished last month that
  


23   says what the impact might be if we go on with these lease
  


24   sales, which are not definitive yet.  We are still in the
  


25   discussion stage.  That's why we are here.
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 1             Okay.  Now, for the five-year plan we are
  


 2   talking about, 2012 to '17, there are six areas where
  


 3   there may be lease sales.  The eastern, central, and
  


 4   western Gulf of Mexico.  In Alaska, maybe one sale in Cook
  


 5   Inlet, depending if industry is interested, and maybe one
  


 6   sale in the Chukchi or the Beaufort.  The Beaufort Sea, if
  


 7   there is a sale, will be no earlier than 2015.  And if
  


 8   there is a sale in the Chukchi area, it would be no
  


 9   earlier than 2016.  The reason for that is that gives time
  


10   for more discussion.  That gives time for more science to
  


11   be done.  It also gives time that if there is exploration
  


12   in the Chukchi Sea next year or the year after that, that
  


13   information -- is there oil there, did the oil companies
  


14   find anything if they are allowed to drill -- might tell
  


15   us more on what we should do with those sales.  So nothing
  


16   is in stone yet.  We are here for discussion.  Have I
  


17   covered that right?
  


18                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Absolutely.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  She's from headquarters.
  


20   I make sure that I do this right.
  


21             Now, focusing more on the Arctic.  Again, I said
  


22   for the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea area -- that's how I
  


23   understand it's pronounced, Beaufort Sea -- and the
  


24   Chukchi, there are already areas that will not be
  


25   considered.  We have got areas off of Barrow and areas off
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 1   of Kaktovik that are very important for subsistence
  


 2   whaling.  There is also a 25-mile buffer here off the
  


 3   Chukchi area because of whaling and subsistence issues.
  


 4   Now, that's as small as it could get.  As we go through
  


 5   the process --
  


 6                   MS. RENEE ORR:  As big as it could get.
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  They could get bigger.
  


 8   They could get bigger.  The deferral areas could be
  


 9   bigger.  If we find out that's not the right size, it may
  


10   be bigger.  It could be bigger.  If these two areas off
  


11   the Beaufort Sea are not big enough from what we hear, we
  


12   can discuss that, too.  The point is that every region is
  


13   different.  This is not the Gulf of Mexico.  It is not
  


14   California.  It's not the Atlantic coast off of New Jersey
  


15   and those kind of places.  This is the Arctic.  One size
  


16   does not fit all.  If these areas are too big, with the
  


17   information we are getting from you all and others, the
  


18   actual lease sales, if they occur, could be smaller.
  


19   Okay?  So this is just where we start.
  


20             Okay.  Then the Cook Inlet, I'll just throw that
  


21   in there.  There may be one sale as early as 2013 if
  


22   industry is interested, and then if they are interested,
  


23   of course, there would have to be another environmental
  


24   document done for Cook Inlet.  If they are not interested,
  


25   we don't go down that path.
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 1             Okay.  What is the EIS process?  This is a big
  


 2   document here.  This is just for this five-year program.
  


 3   It covers the Gulf of Mexico and also the Arctic and also
  


 4   Cook Inlet.  The whole process is to disclose everything,
  


 5   what is being thought about right now, to involve the
  


 6   public.  That's why we come here and we take the time out
  


 7   of your busy schedules near a holiday.  And my wife is
  


 8   upset, too.  She's out shopping for Christmas, and here I
  


 9   am.  But this is important.  So we need to involve the
  


10   public.
  


11             We have to identify and evaluate alternatives.
  


12   Our 15 sales, you know, three in Alaska, and then 12 in
  


13   the Gulf of Mexico, really what should be done?  So we
  


14   have these alternatives in the document where, okay,
  


15   alternative one is to have 15 lease sales in six planning
  


16   areas.  Is that the best idea?  What do people think?
  


17   It's outlined in here in terms of the potential
  


18   environmental impacts.  What is the right thing to do?  We
  


19   have to disclose this.  We have to involve the public.  We
  


20   have to identify any alternatives.
  


21             Avoid negative impacts.  Okay.  The OCS Lands
  


22   Act requires us to balance economics with the environment
  


23   and everything else that goes with it.  Up here in the
  


24   Chukchi and the Beaufort, subsistence hunting and
  


25   subsistence lifestyles are incredibly important.  We
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 1   cannot impact that.  That's something that is different
  


 2   than, let's say, the Gulf of Mexico.  They have shrimp
  


 3   fishermen and things like that, but it's a different type
  


 4   of fishing, a different type of hunting.  It's not the
  


 5   same as in the Arctic.  It's a totally different
  


 6   environment.  We understand that.  What's important to the
  


 7   communities up here has to be factored into this
  


 8   discussion and decision.
  


 9             And to identify environmental analyses and to
  


10   bring everything together, you end up with something this
  


11   big.
  


12             Okay.  What are some of the things that we talk
  


13   about in this document?  This is a draft document.  Before
  


14   it went -- was published, we sent out calls for
  


15   information.  Tell us what you think.  What should be in
  


16   the document?  When we got information from the public,
  


17   when we went to Nome, when we went to USGS, when we went
  


18   to the Park Service, when we went to the North Slope
  


19   Bureau fisheries scientists, when we went to all of them,
  


20   things began to bubble up on the kind of things we need to
  


21   consider for this document, everything from seismic
  


22   surveying that create noise, drilling, service vessels.
  


23             We hear that -- and we know now from the facts
  


24   that there is not as much ice as there used to be.  There
  


25   is a lot more shipping up there.  You know, transportation
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 1   of commercial goods, even recreational boaters have been
  


 2   up here.  So there is a lot more noise.  Service vessels,
  


 3   bottom disturbance.  If there were drilling, there might
  


 4   be pipelines.  There is going to be anchoring.  Air
  


 5   emissions, air quality, coastal activities, pipeline.  If
  


 6   they bring the oil ashore, if they drill and if they find
  


 7   oil and if it goes to development -- and that's a lot of
  


 8   ifs -- a pipeline, where is it going to come ashore?  That
  


 9   has to be considered.
  


10             Support facilities.  If they are going to have
  


11   this activity go offshore in your garden, what kind of
  


12   support facilities are they going to need?  What impact
  


13   could that have?  People like Nancy, people like Jennifer
  


14   have to look at that and say, okay, this is the
  


15   environment.  This is what could happen.  What's the
  


16   impact?  What's the potential.
  


17             Accidental oil spills, an area of very hot
  


18   debate.  Cleaning up oil in the Arctic, everyone knows
  


19   that is really, really difficult and it cannot be allowed
  


20   to occur.  The best way to clean up an oil spill is not to
  


21   let an oil spill occur.  So what are the safety factors
  


22   involved?  Those are things that are being discussed now
  


23   to make sure that if it occurs, everybody has their Ps and
  


24   Qs in order because everyone is watching.
  


25             Other things that are considered, marine and
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 1   coastal habitats, marine and coastal birds, fisheries,
  


 2   marine mammals, archeological resources.  What evidence is
  


 3   there of previous generations offshore we need to protect?
  


 4   Very important.  And also the socioeconomics.  How does it
  


 5   affect our communities if there is changes, if there is
  


 6   development?  All that has to be put into this document.
  


 7             Special considerations.  After the Deepwater
  


 8   Horizon accident, the tragedy, 11 people lost their lives,
  


 9   five million barrels of oil went into the ocean.  They are
  


10   still cleaning it up.  We have to look at the risk.  What
  


11   is the risk of a potential of that happening in the Arctic
  


12   or in the Gulf of Mexico again?  What are the potential
  


13   catastrophic impacts if this is to occur?
  


14             Also climate change.  We are watching the
  


15   Arctic.  NOAA just came out with a report last week that
  


16   says there is a lot less ice than there was before.  It's
  


17   impacting where polar bears go and walruses.  It's
  


18   impacting where you go to fish and where you hunt.  All
  


19   that has to be considered in a document like this put out
  


20   to the public so you can help us make it better so the
  


21   decisionmaker, the Secretary of the Interior, can make the
  


22   right decision.
  


23             So where are we in this process?  As I said, we
  


24   come up here, myself and others, you see us probably more
  


25   than you would like.
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 1                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Could you clarify
  


 2   what -- which part they are still cleaning up off the
  


 3   coast of Louisiana?
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's off the coast of
  


 5   Louisiana, certain areas and beaches, backwaters.
  


 6                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Not in Alaska?
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, no, no, sir.  No,
  


 8   sir.  There has been no drilling in the Arctic going on
  


 9   nine years now, approaching ten years.  It's an area that
  


10   we are watching very closely.  The Secretary is taking a
  


11   very cautious approach.  Mistakes cannot be allowed to
  


12   happen.  I mean, we all know that.  This is not the Gulf.
  


13   It's a very harsh environment, very unforgiving.  You work
  


14   out there.  You know.
  


15             But where are we in the process?  It takes two
  


16   to three years to get to where we are today, even before a
  


17   decision is made.  This was starting to be discussed in
  


18   August of 2008 when Renee's group said, look,
  


19   Mr. Secretary, the current five-year plan goes from 2007
  


20   to 2012.  When that plan expires, if you ever want to have
  


21   any more lease sales, you have to have a new five-year
  


22   plan.  So back in 2008, Renee's group went out to ask for
  


23   information what people thought.  A draft proposed program
  


24   came out in 2009, and we were up here talking to you all.
  


25             Public comment and scoping materials went from
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 1   January of 2009 now to March 2011.  We then come out with
  


 2   a proposed program last month with an environmental impact
  


 3   statement.  And this is not the end of it.  This is just a
  


 4   draft document.  It will not be finalized and there will
  


 5   not be a decision till late in 2012.
  


 6             The point I'm trying to make is this is a long
  


 7   process.  It was intentionally made long so that we can
  


 8   talk to people and we can take your message back to
  


 9   headquarters.  That's where Renee is, who can sit down
  


10   with the Secretary and his assistants to say this is what
  


11   we have heard from our constituents before he makes a
  


12   decision.  It's a long process.  It requires a lot of
  


13   discussion.  It requires us to come up here and talk with
  


14   you.  Again, we know you have busy schedules.  It's the
  


15   holiday season.  It's in the evening.  But we are here
  


16   because it's important.
  


17             Now, this was put on the Web.  We mailed copies
  


18   of this document to all the villages.  We've got CDs with
  


19   the document.  It's now open for public comment.  You can
  


20   submit comments through this process here, this website,
  


21   or you can mail something to James Bennett at our
  


22   headquarters office.  So there is lots of ways to do it.
  


23             You know, one of the ways that's very important
  


24   is to talk with people such as yourself and actually come
  


25   to the villages.  Not everybody has time to sit down at
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 1   the computer and bang something out or to send us a note.
  


 2   So that's why we come out here, to say that the process is
  


 3   still ongoing.  There is an environmental document for
  


 4   anybody to read and comment on.  We take your comments.
  


 5   They collate them at headquarters, and they send them up
  


 6   the chain of command all the way up to the Secretary of
  


 7   Interior.  So that's why we are here.  That's what's going
  


 8   on.
  


 9             We have the maps.  We have the alternatives
  


10   behind Renee where some sales would be dropped out.
  


11   Someone will say, well, I like this one because it has
  


12   everything of the above, but we exclude the Gulf of Mexico
  


13   central sale.  Some people may say that.  Some folks may
  


14   say we like everything up here, but we want to exclude the
  


15   sale in the Chukchi.  Or we want to exclude Cook Inlet.
  


16   Everything is on the table.  Nothing has been decided.
  


17   You have a process here.  There is who to send information
  


18   to.  We have got the disk on CD.
  


19             Now, I have probably talked way too much.  And
  


20   we are going to start the public comment period now.
  


21   Something we tried recently -- and we have a lot of people
  


22   in the room here.  We can either do it this way and we can
  


23   ask people to step up and talk, or we can get in a circle.
  


24   Does anyone have a preference?  Start with the Elders
  


25   first.  How about since we have got a full room, we don't
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 1   go in the circle.  You want to go in the circle?  Do I
  


 2   hear any comments of sitting in a circle?
  


 3                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I guess it doesn't
  


 4   matter.
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It doesn't matter?
  


 6   Okay.  Well, sir, would you like to start us off?  You
  


 7   said the blessing.
  


 8             All I'm asking is people -- so Mary can type and
  


 9   get all the information -- if she doesn't, she is going to
  


10   come after me.  So we would like to know who would like to
  


11   start off.  Rossman, would you like to start off with a
  


12   comment?
  


13                   MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  My name is Rossman
  


14   Peetook from Wainwright.  I got something in my mind.  Is
  


15   there any oil inland?  Is there any oil inland?  Is it dry
  


16   now inland?
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Is there any oil inland?
  


18   Yes, that's -- the Bureau of Land Management is
  


19   responsible for that.  We don't have responsibility
  


20   onshore.  So that's a good question.  I believe the answer
  


21   is yes.  But that's a different agency.  We are only
  


22   responsible for offshore.  But you can comment on it.
  


23                   MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Well, I'd rather see
  


24   the oil companies work on inland, not in the ocean, but
  


25   there is no way we can stop them if they want to go ahead
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 1   and drill out here.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And thank you, Rossman.
  


 3   We can come back to you and you can comment again.
  


 4   Another comment?  Please, sir.
  


 5                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  My name is Charles
  


 6   Ekak.  I'd like to know how much percent you got to go for
  


 7   land oil instead of out in the sea.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  What percentage?
  


 9                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Like you have any other
  


10   place to go?
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, the places for oil
  


12   in the offshore plan -- and Renee, correct me if I'm
  


13   wrong.  Right now the only things on the table in draft
  


14   are the Beaufort, the Chukchi, Cook Inlet, and the Gulf of
  


15   Mexico.  The Atlantic coast is off the map.  California is
  


16   off the map.  North Aleutian Basin off of Alaska is off
  


17   the map.  The other places in Alaska, the geologists say
  


18   there is no oil there.  So the most of the oil in Alaska
  


19   is the Chukchi and the Beaufort, they think.  But there
  


20   hasn't been any wells drilled for nine years.
  


21                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  The reason I said that
  


22   was for the community, this is our -- they call garden and
  


23   our backyard up there.  And it's our lifeline.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Yes.
  


25                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  As long as I know, if
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 1   you can make it understandable, we can have better
  


 2   communication.
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, communication is
  


 4   where it's at.  That's why we are trying to come out here
  


 5   more and make presentations instead of just stand here so
  


 6   they know what you are thinking about in Washington.
  


 7                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Thank you.  That's all
  


 8   I got.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


10                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  My name is Billy
  


11   Nashoalook.  On that book you call that, is that the same
  


12   draft as you brought before in 2009, or was there some
  


13   changes made from that first one?
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  If I'm not -- this is a
  


15   new draft.  There was a -- the five-year draft proposed
  


16   program, that went out for comment.  This is the first EIS
  


17   draft that's about that new program.  It keeps growing, as
  


18   you can see.  With all the new information, it gets bigger
  


19   and bigger because we try to consider more and more.  So
  


20   the answer to your question is this is a new draft for the
  


21   proposed program that was commented on last year.
  


22                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  And all those
  


23   comments will be included in that?
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  And now we are
  


25   getting more comments.  As I say, this is not going to be
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 1   finalized for several months until we get it right.  More
  


 2   comments?
  


 3                   MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  My name is Raymond
  


 4   Aguvluk.  I have been here all my life.  And you guys do,
  


 5   like, cleanup exercise on the ice before?  I mean, if
  


 6   there is an oil spill, you guys do exercises like this?
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  There have been
  


 8   exercises we have done with the Norwegians.  We also have
  


 9   a huge tank in New Jersey.  It's 200 meters long, I
  


10   believe 20 meters across, six meters deep that they can
  


11   fill full of ice.  They can test equipment.  But we are
  


12   not going to hide it.  Cleaning up oil in ice everyone
  


13   knows is very difficult, extremely difficult.  On a good
  


14   day, you've got to worry about staying alive in the
  


15   Arctic.  You know that more than I do.
  


16             So the subject of cleaning up oil in ice is a
  


17   subject of research going on right now.  That's why the
  


18   Secretary is taking a cautious approach to the Arctic and
  


19   that's why anytime anything is allowed in the Arctic, we
  


20   have to make sure the safety and the engineering is spot
  


21   on.  There is no margin for error.  So the answer to your
  


22   question, it's a subject of research going on right now.
  


23                   MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So how long has this
  


24   book been --
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  This was just
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 1   released.  There is discussion about oil in here, the
  


 2   effects of oil.  Since it is ongoing research, a new lease
  


 3   sale would not occur in the Chukchi until 2016.  And the
  


 4   reason why the Secretary said there's not going to be a
  


 5   new sale until then is so that more research and more
  


 6   engineering can be giving thought to oil spills.  That's
  


 7   why it's further out in the program.  And if they are not
  


 8   ready, they can always cancel a sale like he did for the
  


 9   previous sales in the Chukchi and the Beaufort that were
  


10   canceled.
  


11                   MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  Thank you.
  


12                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  In the statement,
  


13   how deep will it be when you get close?  Because we all
  


14   know when the ice goes about 30 feet high, the bottom is
  


15   about three or four times longer underneath, and it tears
  


16   up the bottom, ocean bottom.  How will that be studied?
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's being looked at.
  


18   And what would happen before they got that far is there
  


19   would have to be an exploration well drilled, which hasn't
  


20   been drilled for nine years.  Maybe next year, if all the
  


21   permits are given to Shell, if.  Then if they choose to go
  


22   back out if they find oil, then they would have to submit
  


23   a development plan on how they would develop it and how
  


24   they would get the product to shore.  How would they put
  


25   the pipeline in?  Where would they put the pipeline.
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 1             Then we would have to write another book like
  


 2   this or books like this to explain what would happen if we
  


 3   let them do what they proposed.  So the simple answer to
  


 4   your question is that's not decided yet.  They would have
  


 5   to propose something, but first they have got to find oil.
  


 6   And then after they find oil, if they find oil, then they
  


 7   propose on a pipeline.  Then we have to do the environment
  


 8   analysis all over again.  And that can take years.
  


 9                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Then questions like
  


10   ours, what we brought before the -- when they start
  


11   developing the oil and what they found out there, those
  


12   comments will be addressed?
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Then we will be back.
  


14   We have got to start the process again.  Have I missed
  


15   anything, Renee?
  


16                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Nope.  We will be here
  


17   again.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Renee is being very
  


19   quiet, but she's a good friend of mine.  She's at
  


20   headquarters.  She oversees the leasing process, resource
  


21   evaluation -- that is, how much oil could be out there.
  


22   Also the economics.  So she's one of the headquarters
  


23   executives that helps to balance this out, and she meets
  


24   with the Secretary more often than I do.  So it's really
  


25   important that Renee is here.  Renee is one of our senior
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 1   leaders in headquarters.
  


 2             And this is so important, this five-year plan,
  


 3   that we have three people from headquarters here.  From
  


 4   the strategic resources, we have got Jennifer Culbertson
  


 5   from the division that wrote this document and Tim Holder
  


 6   who works in headquarters, but spent over 20 years in
  


 7   Alaska.  And so the big boss said, you folks come to
  


 8   Alaska and talk to the people and listen to what they say
  


 9   because this is important.
  


10             Again, more comments.
  


11                   MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  If I'm correct,
  


12   their comments will be put in there?
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  How does it work?
  


14                   MS. RENEE ORR:  It will be in the next
  


15   response to comments in the final EIS.
  


16                   MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And as I could see,
  


17   the green is in the -- is the proposed drilling area.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is an area that is
  


19   off limits.  This is a deferral area because it's so
  


20   important to subsistence.
  


21                   MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  I was just curious
  


22   and was wondering how many miles offshore is it.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is 25.  These are
  


24   the leases that are currently out there.  If during this
  


25   process it comes to light that this 25 miles is not
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 1   enough, then it could be further out.  If these areas here
  


 2   off of Barrow and Kaktovik are not big enough for
  


 3   subsistence whaling, then it could be bigger.
  


 4                   MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Because I wanted to
  


 5   comment because if I'm correct, the fall whale that they
  


 6   got this year was caught about 30 miles out of Wainwright.
  


 7   And I just wanted to see if that was close to where they
  


 8   would stop or they wouldn't be drilling.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  See, that's important
  


10   because this -- it will be at least 25 miles, but comments
  


11   like that help us to determine is 25 miles enough.  So
  


12   that's important to get.  Thank you.  Because, I mean, we
  


13   understand subsistence whaling is the heart and soul of
  


14   these communities, and that's important to everyone.  And
  


15   that's important to the nation because it's important to
  


16   you.  Thank you for your comment.
  


17                   MR. BLAIR PATKOTAK:  My name is Blair
  


18   Patkotak.  You said it's not written in stone yet.  And my
  


19   question is, when it gets written in stone, are you going
  


20   to start the process of opening bids for lease like --
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's interesting you
  


22   say that because when I say written in stone is right now
  


23   everything is on the table.  And when this process is
  


24   completed and the Secretary -- if the Secretary would
  


25   decide that there is going to be a lease sale in some area
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 1   up here in 2016, it's not a done deal until the sale
  


 2   occurs.  The Secretary could say that, okay, from 2011
  


 3   where we met tonight to right up to that sale there hasn't
  


 4   been enough work done; I've changed my mind.  He could
  


 5   say, well, it sounded like a good idea a couple years ago,
  


 6   but it's not a good idea anymore.  That's his choice.
  


 7   Renee, did I misstate that?
  


 8                   MS. RENEE ORR:  That's absolutely true.
  


 9   That's absolutely true.  And so we did cancel -- we
  


10   canceled sales after the Macondo accident.  And the
  


11   Secretary will cancel sales and did cancel sales after the
  


12   Macondo accident.  We had to stop, and we had to take a
  


13   pause and figure out how we could do this better and
  


14   safer.  And so there was a significant period of time
  


15   where we didn't have any new leasing activities, where we
  


16   strengthened our safety -- our safety rules and our safety
  


17   requirements.  And this month will be the first sale we
  


18   will be holding in the Gulf of Mexico since the Macondo
  


19   accident happened a year and a half ago.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Do you remember when the
  


21   last Alaska sale was?
  


22                   MS. RENEE ORR:  It was in 2008.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So the last sale in
  


24   Alaska up here was in 2008.  The ones after that were
  


25   canceled by the Secretary, and the earliest another sale
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 1   could occur would be in 2015 in the Beaufort and 2016 in
  


 2   the Chukchi, provided the Secretary is confident there is
  


 3   enough information collected and the technology is safe
  


 4   enough.  So it is -- as the Secretary told us, I am taking
  


 5   a cautious approach to the Arctic.  We are going to go by
  


 6   the book one step at a time.  We are going to go talk to
  


 7   people.  We are going to look at the rules.  We are going
  


 8   to look at the regulations.  We are going to look at the
  


 9   environment, and we are not going to jump into this.
  


10   That's what he told us, and that's what we are telling
  


11   you, and that's our marching orders.
  


12                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  When you say that
  


13   final thing by the Secretary of Interior, that's the
  


14   Secretary giving permission, I mean, from the President
  


15   and the Congress, can they override the Secretary in case
  


16   there is an emergency need for oil?  If they say we need
  


17   to have this drilled next year, what's going to happen to
  


18   our comments that we turned in?
  


19                   MS. RENEE ORR:  The Outer Continental
  


20   Shelf Lands Act that was on one of the earlier slides
  


21   gives the responsibility for managing all of the offshore
  


22   resources off of the entire nation, gives those decisions
  


23   to the Secretary of the Interior to make.  But Congress
  


24   passed that law.  Congress could conceivably pass another
  


25   law saying -- modifying that, ordering us to do something
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 1   different.  But the Lands Act has only been modified twice
  


 2   since, I believe, 1958.  So it is highly unlikely that you
  


 3   would get enough senators and congressmen to agree that
  


 4   the process that we are going forward with and that's been
  


 5   in place substantively since 1978 is going to change.
  


 6                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  That's the reason I
  


 7   ask because we are not given very much time when they
  


 8   started development right after that first oil well was
  


 9   discovered in Prudhoe.  That's why I was asking what if it
  


10   should happen out there.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that's onshore,
  


12   right?
  


13                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Onshore was the one
  


14   that they started that have as much questions to us at
  


15   that time because I was pretty much involved with it.  And
  


16   that's why I was asking what if the same thing happen out
  


17   there, they discover oil or gas.
  


18                   MS. RENEE ORR:  They still have a lengthy
  


19   process to go through.  It was on the one slide that Jim
  


20   described.  But there are environmental analyses and there
  


21   are engineering and safety analyses that we have to do.
  


22   So there is no way that anybody can rush to development.
  


23   There is no such thing as rushing to development.  They go
  


24   through the development of an environmental impact
  


25   statement, assessment of an exploration plan and a
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 1   development plan.
  


 2             And if they actually go to development and begin
  


 3   to build the facility and the pipeline, you are talking
  


 4   probably close to a decade before they would actually be
  


 5   able to do that.
  


 6                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  In other words, you
  


 7   control the oil companies.
  


 8                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Yes, we do.  We control
  


 9   what they do and when they can do it, yeah.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And if I'm not mistaken,
  


11   Renee, correct my verbiage if I'm wrong, but the OCS Lands
  


12   Act says that when an oil company gets a lease, the only
  


13   right they have is that they are the first group that
  


14   could do something that they are allowed to.  It gives
  


15   them no other rights.
  


16                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Yeah.  It basically gives
  


17   them the right to come to us and ask for additional -- the
  


18   authority to do additional work on that land.  It gives
  


19   them the exclusive right.  But it doesn't say as soon as
  


20   they get the lease you can go out and drill right away.
  


21   There is a long process before they can do that.
  


22                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  There is none of this
  


23   click your fingers and do it.  No, the law will not permit
  


24   that.
  


25             Who is next?  We don't want to be -- we don't
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 1   want to leave this room until everyone feels they have had
  


 2   time to comment.  You can submit comments by computer.
  


 3   You can send us a note.  But we are here tonight to hear
  


 4   whatever you want to say and we can get it down there and
  


 5   take it home.  So this night is yours.
  


 6                   MS. RENEE ORR:  And I'd just like to
  


 7   reiterate something that Jim said, that I have met with
  


 8   the Secretary of the Interior.  He is very interested in
  


 9   hearing what you have to say, and that's why I'm here.  I
  


10   will go back to Washington, D.C. and sit in meetings with
  


11   the Secretary, and he's going to ask me, what did you hear
  


12   when you were in Alaska.  And I want to be able to tell
  


13   him what you all are thinking, and I want to be able to
  


14   capture it accurately.  And it's very important.  It's
  


15   very important to him and it's very important to me.
  


16             We want to make sure that everybody has all of
  


17   the information.  We make these difficult decisions, and
  


18   these are difficult decisions that have to be made as we
  


19   talk about how we develop or not develop resources of the
  


20   nation.
  


21                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  My name is Charles.  I
  


22   think at the first meeting here we could set an example.
  


23   Like I'm a subsistence hunter.  If that's the limit of 25
  


24   miles out, right now it's no use.  Five years ago it still
  


25   could have been okay, but right now we are operating a
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 1   community, and we have been traveling out almost to 50.
  


 2   So I think if you double that portion there, the whole
  


 3   community around the coast will agree with my opinion
  


 4   anyway.
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what you are saying
  


 6   is your recommendation, Charles, is this should not be 25
  


 7   miles.  It should be how much?
  


 8                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Double the size, like
  


 9   45 or 50.  Because our boats have been checking out there
  


10   with coordinates, and we know how far they are, and they
  


11   know how far they are, too.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good comment.
  


13   That's good information.
  


14                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  So something like 45,
  


15   49 miles, 42 miles.  That's way out there beyond that
  


16   25-mile limit.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.
  


18                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  You are welcome.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  More comments, please.
  


20   I don't want anybody to go home and say they weren't
  


21   heard.  Margie?
  


22                   MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  (Shakes head.)
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I have known Marjorie a
  


24   couple years.  She's usually not shy.  Rossman.
  


25                   MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  In 1940s, late '40s,
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 1   I've seen icebergs higher than this, even in '50s.  And
  


 2   today I don't see them much anymore.  Are they melting
  


 3   down or what?
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And you know what we
  


 5   call that, what you just said?  Traditional knowledge.  We
  


 6   need to hear that.
  


 7                   MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Because I've seen
  


 8   them out here for -- they stuck here for -- for a week or
  


 9   so.  And we can see them from -- from the land.  And when
  


10   the tide comes, it took off because maybe the keel was
  


11   stuck on the bottom.  I don't see those size bergs
  


12   anymore, those big icebergs that I've seen before back in
  


13   the '40s, yes.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's important.
  


15   That's called traditional knowledge.  And when I came to
  


16   Alaska, I was trained as a scientist; but then I found out
  


17   some of the Elders of these communities could see what we
  


18   are doing in Western science and give us, well, that's an
  


19   A, that's a B, that's a C minus.  So a lot of this stuff
  


20   our Western scientists find out you already know.  That's
  


21   why, for me, traditional knowledge is information we need
  


22   to include in here.  And your observations that you don't
  


23   see the ice -- I mean you didn't have to look at a
  


24   satellite to get that.  You knew it, right?
  


25                   MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Yeah.
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 1                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We need to hear that.
  


 2                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  We need to consider
  


 3   how that main ice from the North Pole is breaking up, the
  


 4   giant ones that we need to also consider and monitor the
  


 5   way they are moving.
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes, important.
  


 7   More comments, please.  We need more -- everybody getting
  


 8   enough coffee?  Some of these young gentlemen came and
  


 9   helped us set up the room, so we want to thank the young
  


10   folks that came and set up the room and helped us hang
  


11   posters.
  


12                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Personally, I'm against
  


13   all -- I'm against all this, you know.  I'm against the
  


14   five-year lease.  I stand strong in my traditional values.
  


15   I respect Elders.  They are our leaders here.  I don't see
  


16   in your plan -- I see all the good words, you know, all
  


17   your good plans for things that are possibly happening.  I
  


18   don't see possible impacts.  I don't see a page of
  


19   possible impacts for at least us to be aware of for
  


20   something else that possibly can be brought up, you know.
  


21   I don't see -- I don't see where we can -- we can -- you
  


22   know, where can we turn, the direction to oppose this,
  


23   that page?  Right?
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, you need to tell
  


25   us.  You need to tell us.  And as for impacts, my friend,
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 1   Ira, you are welcome to read this document and make it
  


 2   better.  Some of the --
  


 3                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I live here, Bud.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know.  And this is why
  


 5   we are here.  You live here.  This is your backyard.  This
  


 6   is your garden.  This document was written by a lot of
  


 7   different people from all over the country.  Having
  


 8   traditional knowledge in here, having gentlemen like
  


 9   yourself and ladies to read this and give us more
  


10   information, that's what we need.  That's why we are here.
  


11                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  You say you value
  


12   traditional knowledge.  Okay.  Where is your traditional
  


13   team?  Where is the surveys?
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are the team.  I
  


15   don't mean that in jest.  It's really true because most of
  


16   us came from a Western science background.  We were not
  


17   trained in traditional knowledge.  We learned to
  


18   appreciate it later.  There was a study that was done
  


19   recently -- we have a research program where the whaling
  


20   captains took GPS units onto their boats and they plotted
  


21   out where they went.  They worked with us.  We worked with
  


22   the North Slope Borough.
  


23             And when they took all that data of where the
  


24   whaling captains went to to harvest their whales for their
  


25   communities and we put it on the map, it showed us where
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 1   we shouldn't allow any drilling to occur.  So the
  


 2   knowledge that the whaling captains have about where to go
  


 3   to get the whales to feed their community is being used in
  


 4   a document like this to set up deferral areas so we don't
  


 5   allow activities.
  


 6             When Charles mentioned that sometimes you are
  


 7   going 40, 45, 50 miles to get a whale offshore, that's
  


 8   what we need to know.  That's where that information goes
  


 9   into the leasing process.  That's where the information
  


10   comes here into this document.  That's why we come to the
  


11   communities.  We don't know.  We don't have all the
  


12   answers.  So we have to come to our traditional knowledge
  


13   team, which is sitting in this room.  You have to help us.
  


14                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I mean, this isn't even
  


15   a third of the village.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's right.  That's
  


17   why we keep coming back.  And that's why we are going to
  


18   go to Point Hope and Point Lay and Kaktovik and Nuiqsut
  


19   and Barrow and take all that in and try to give Renee what
  


20   she needs to go to the Secretary and say, let me tell you
  


21   what I heard from our citizens in Kaktovik and Nuiqsut and
  


22   Wainwright and Barrow.  This is what the subsistence
  


23   hunters and their families say.  This is how it's in here,
  


24   so he can make a decision.  We are not the
  


25   decisionmaker.
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 1                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  We don't only depend on
  


 2   the bowhead.  We depend on the seals, the walruses, and
  


 3   even the polar bear and other mammals.  Okay?
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
  


 5                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you even
  


 6   coordinated with any of the people that tag, possibly tag
  


 7   the animals and see which way they migrate?
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes, we have.  Any
  


 9   of my EIS folks are welcome to jump in here, but if I'm
  


10   not mistaken, the North Slope Borough was a cooperating
  


11   agency with this document and the State of Alaska.  And
  


12   the research that's done by USGS and NOAA and the State of
  


13   Alaska and the North Slope Borough is used in this
  


14   document.  We discuss the seals.  We discuss the walrus.
  


15   We discuss the fisheries.  If you see something that's not
  


16   right, help us fix it before it goes to the Secretary.  If
  


17   you see something that's not in this document that's
  


18   missing, help us add it.  Okay.
  


19             My two friends that work on EISs -- I'm looking
  


20   at Nancy and Jennifer -- am I misspeaking?
  


21                   MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  No, not at all.
  


22   I know there is a lot of research incorporated by people
  


23   that work just on the North Slope to track marine mammals,
  


24   a lot of people that know a lot about marine mammals and,
  


25   you know, it's a section if you go in the index and you
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 1   just -- if you just want to peruse -- it's a daunting
  


 2   document.  So if you just want to look for just what's
  


 3   written about marine mammals, there is maybe, I don't
  


 4   know, 20, 30 pages dedicated to certain marine mammals.
  


 5   And you can go through and check any knowledge you have
  


 6   that you don't see in there.
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Tell us.
  


 8                   MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Send us an
  


 9   e-mail or send us a letter or anything.  There is a lot of
  


10   research in there about marine mammals.  I'm not a marine
  


11   mammal specialist, so I'm not going to speak to it.  But I
  


12   did read over it, and there is a lot of information there.
  


13   I know it's daunting to see a big document, but --
  


14                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Some of the baseline
  


15   studies, MMS in the past, now BOEM presently have funded
  


16   studies to tag bowheads and belugas, and there have
  


17   certainly been studies on seals.  And this has gone over a
  


18   period of -- well, the tagging is in more recent years,
  


19   but the baseline studies go back over 30 years.  So we
  


20   have a time series from a Western science basis on these
  


21   marine mammals.  So there has been a lot of attention paid
  


22   by, as I say, MMS in the past and now BOEM.
  


23             So -- and as Jim says, we have coordinated with
  


24   really all the relevant agencies that have a stake in
  


25   this.
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 1                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Nancy, you had a
  


 2   comment.
  


 3                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  I was just going to
  


 4   say, even though the document is written nationally for
  


 5   the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska, the part on Alaska was
  


 6   rigorously reviewed by the Alaska scientists, and most of
  


 7   them have been here working up on the North Slope and
  


 8   working with the North Slope Borough and NOAA on
  


 9   various -- Fish & Game on various studies.  So we hope
  


10   from Alaska that we got that research in there, the most
  


11   recent published research.
  


12             And there is a subsistence section written by
  


13   the cultural people, not just the natural sciences.  It's
  


14   cultural and socioeconomic aspects that was written by
  


15   cultural anthropologist, Chris Campbell.  I don't know if
  


16   you know her.  She did her work out on King Island.  So
  


17   both parts are in there, and Alaskans were involved in
  


18   reviewing it.  But it can be improved.  It certainly can
  


19   be improved.
  


20                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you guys even
  


21   considered, you know, studying whether or not this is the
  


22   mammals' feedings grounds, the Arctic Ocean?  Without the
  


23   feeding grounds, there is no more mammals.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, you are absolutely
  


25   correct.  That's why, as Nancy pointed out and Jennifer,
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 1   we work very closely with NOAA and the University of
  


 2   Alaska in Fairbanks and USGS and other -- and the National
  


 3   Marine Fisheries Service.  Those are important questions
  


 4   we just can't pigeonhole.  Where are the whales migrating?
  


 5   Where are they having their calves?  Where are they
  


 6   eating?  How do they react to sound?  Those are real
  


 7   important questions that have to be in there.
  


 8             So those are good questions, Ira.  And if you
  


 9   look at the document and you don't think we got it right,
  


10   please let us know.  Our goal is to make a good document
  


11   that we can give to Renee that she can take to the
  


12   Secretary.  And if we have got to add 50 pages to it
  


13   because you found the information or there is traditional
  


14   knowledge that has to be put in there, let us know.  We
  


15   want a good document.  We want to do a good job.
  


16                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Jim, I have something to
  


17   add on that.  It was with respect to feeding.  We have a
  


18   major study on bowhead feeding, and that's been going on,
  


19   I think, for about three years of the five-year study.
  


20   And before we have addressed the population and
  


21   distribution to our bowhead whale aerial survey that's
  


22   been going on for over 30 years.  This part was to address
  


23   the feeding part, as you point out.  As far as I know, we
  


24   haven't really had any studies of the smaller mammals,
  


25   like the beluga or the seals or any of those, so -- but
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 1   they started out --
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  But we work with the
  


 3   agencies that are doing the studies.
  


 4                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yeah.  And it's a
  


 5   multi -- as with many of our studies, it's a multi-agency
  


 6   study.  And one that I know we have worked with is
  


 7   biologists with the North Slope Borough Department of
  


 8   Wildlife.  So Craig George in particular and Bob Sudyam
  


 9   have been involved with study design and kind of progress
  


10   of the study.  But there is like a room full of scientists
  


11   on that.  But having traditional knowledge plugged in is
  


12   definitely, like Jim says, something that can add to the
  


13   suite of science.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  You may know that
  


15   earlier this year the President created an inter-agency
  


16   working group to coordinate permitting for energy in
  


17   Alaska.  Well, it's chaired by the Deputy Secretary, David
  


18   Hayes, and they had a meeting December 1st.  Everybody was
  


19   there from the Arctic Research Commission; Fran Ulmer, who
  


20   is now the head of that at the University of Alaska at
  


21   Fairbanks; NOAA was there; the Department of Energy.
  


22             And they spent the day asking questions, just as
  


23   you did, and we had to tell all of them who was talking to
  


24   who and where we are in this process, that we are working
  


25   with NOAA, we are working with the North Slope Borough, we
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 1   are working with the USGS, so that questions that you are
  


 2   asking, we have answers to, that people are working
  


 3   together.
  


 4             Because you know, we have -- it's not just the
  


 5   whales.  It's the seals, it's the walrus, it's the fishes,
  


 6   it's the benthic communities, the impacts and potential
  


 7   impacts to the subsistence lifestyles and the culture.
  


 8   It's all connected.  And so they were asking those
  


 9   questions, just like you are asking, what are you doing,
  


10   and we had to give them the answers.  And the President is
  


11   watching.
  


12                   MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  As far as you talk
  


13   about the animals, what worries me a lot is those
  


14   microscopic animals, those small animals or the animals
  


15   that can't swim, but are driven by the current, moving by
  


16   a current.  So that's the ones that are impacted most.  I
  


17   think we should look at them more closely than the ones
  


18   that we can see.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's right.  That's
  


20   right.  The bowhead whale eats the very small animals, the
  


21   plankton that float in the water.
  


22                   MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  The food chains that
  


23   float in the water.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good
  


25   observation.  I know we are working on it.  We've got to
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 1   make sure that that's -- that is very important.
  


 2                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Going back to one
  


 3   of the statements you made, you said you got the GPS from
  


 4   one of the whaling captains that got the furthest from --
  


 5   do you know how many miles it was?
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  How many miles he went
  


 7   off?
  


 8                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  The information you
  


 9   got from the whaling captain, the furthest one out there.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's on the map.  It
  


11   looks like spaghetti.  Do you know, Tim, offhand?
  


12                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  I do not.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It might be in here.
  


14   It's published, and you can see the area where they were
  


15   all out and it was many miles.
  


16                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  My former captain,
  


17   Rossman, before GPS, the whale I helped caught with him
  


18   was -- took us over 12 hours to tow it in by five boats.
  


19   So if they are doing about three or four miles per hour
  


20   over 12 hours, you can --
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thirty-six miles, 40
  


22   miles.  That's what we need to know.  Got it?  Bingo.  You
  


23   just impacted us.
  


24                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Billy Bodfish, for the
  


25   record.  We had fall whaling this year.  The minimum miles


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







44


  
 1   we saw or we went out to actually see a whale was 25
  


 2   miles.  And so --
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The furthest you went
  


 4   out, you think?
  


 5                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  No, that's when we
  


 6   started seeing whales, 25 miles.  And how far would you
  


 7   move the deferral line or --
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Tell us.  Right now it
  


 9   will be at least 25 miles, at least.  Charles in the back
  


10   was telling us he thought maybe 40 miles, 45 miles.
  


11   That's what we want to know.  You tell us.  Based on your
  


12   experience whaling, where are you going to get the whales?
  


13   How far do you go out?  Tell so Mary can type it in.  That
  


14   goes into our analysis.  So you went out at least further
  


15   than 25.
  


16                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah, just to see the
  


17   whales.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that basically is
  


19   very -- that's what Charles was saying.
  


20                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  That's what we
  


22   need to know.  And Jennifer, you got that and you are
  


23   going back to headquarters?
  


24                   MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Uh-huh.
  


25                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  I have a question.  You
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 1   said you saw them at 25, but when did you actually --
  


 2                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  That's when we started
  


 3   seeing the whales.
  


 4                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  When did you actually
  


 5   have success or other captains have success, what distance
  


 6   beyond --
  


 7                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  At least 30, 35.
  


 8                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  At least 30?
  


 9                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah.
  


10                   MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  What's the
  


11   farthest that you ever go out?
  


12                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  I don't remember.
  


13   It's far, though.
  


14                   MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  A lot further
  


15   than that.
  


16                   MR. BILLY BODFISH:  They towed the whale
  


17   17 hours this fall.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Seventeen hours at three
  


19   miles an hour coming back, you think?
  


20                   MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  That's at least
  


21   50 miles.
  


22                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I think the whale
  


23   they was talking about, when they started towing it, it
  


24   was -- they called in that they were about 33 miles
  


25   straight out.
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 1                   MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And you said you
  


 2   only did the bowhead, the GPS tracking for the bowhead?
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That one experiment was
  


 4   just with the bowhead captains.
  


 5                   MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Have you ever
  


 6   considered walrus?  Because with the sea ice declining,
  


 7   you have to go farther and farther to get and reach the
  


 8   walrus.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  And now some of
  


10   the walrus are coming onto the shore instead of the ice.
  


11                   MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And also from what
  


12   I remember, a few years back they were at -- the ice was
  


13   at least 30 miles out.  So that might be another thing to
  


14   consider to extend the --
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The study?
  


16                   MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Yeah.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  We need to
  


18   hear this input.
  


19                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Terry Tagarook, for
  


20   the record.  And what the people are saying that the
  


21   buffer zone should be increased to at least 50 miles
  


22   because we don't know when the whale migration come from
  


23   the east and the oil activities are happening in the
  


24   Prudhoe Bay area; they might be diverted or going out
  


25   further and then coming close to where our fall whaling
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 1   occurs.  And there is also feeding areas that we know
  


 2   there are out there where they always feed.  This document
  


 3   you have, the study is three volumes, right?
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  It brings all the
  


 5   research together.
  


 6                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  So all the
  


 7   information that our Elders told us is all up here, is
  


 8   verbal.  It's not written.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
  


10                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  And these are Elders
  


11   that are going to be maybe -- I'm thankful that the Elders
  


12   are here, and while they are here we are learning from
  


13   them; but they are not going to be here forever.  And this
  


14   is something that our history that has been passed on from
  


15   generation to generation has been verbal and not written.
  


16   And if we try to write it on snow, it would melt in the
  


17   summer.  And I'll be satisfied with that 50-mile increase
  


18   on the buffer zone where the whalers can have access to
  


19   the whales before they hit just in case you do have
  


20   development; then give us that option of shutting down
  


21   during the fall whaling.
  


22                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  Okay.
  


23                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  And the information
  


24   that our Elders have always taught us is to show respect.
  


25   If the government learn how to respect our people, all the
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 1   people along the coast, the Natives, the aboriginals of
  


 2   the United States, there will be no problem.  If they
  


 3   learn how to listen to us instead of making routes and
  


 4   regulation, the cubbyhole at the capital, Capitol Hill.
  


 5   They should at least come to us prior to making the draft
  


 6   or regulations to see if it will work up here in the
  


 7   Arctic where we live, not make at the Capitol Hill where
  


 8   the environment is just brick walls or no snow, no tundra
  


 9   or the ocean.
  


10             They don't realize our big our ocean is.  And
  


11   they just know about the lease sales that are happening.
  


12   They don't know the coastline.  Our people did learn by
  


13   experiencing the events that happened, spring, summer,
  


14   fall, winter.  We live by seasons.  And we survive with
  


15   whatever the seasons brought.  And this is something that
  


16   people at the federal level should learn to understand.
  


17   And things up here, when we try to get food, expensive.
  


18   And the gas very, very expensive.  About $6 a gallon here.
  


19   And in some places it's $9 a gallon.  So our heating and
  


20   our gas is very expensive.  And why is it?
  


21             We have Prudhoe Bay up there with all that oil.
  


22   We are a lot closer to it.  How come we can't get gas to
  


23   the villages that needs it more for the cold winters?  And
  


24   I believe that if people at Capitol Hill learn to come and
  


25   talk with us first before making the regulations, then


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







49


  
 1   everything will be easier than writing up something else.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for
  


 3   your comment, and that is some good wisdom.  Thank you
  


 4   very much for your comment.  That was important.  We still
  


 5   have -- we still have at least one sweet left.  Is there
  


 6   more coffee there?  Sorry.  John, we have to learn to get
  


 7   more coffee next time.
  


 8                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So I'm curious to know
  


 9   how many agencies you coordinate with in Wainwright.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's why we are here.
  


11   We are coordinating with you.
  


12                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  The corporations, the
  


13   tribal office such as myself, the City of Wainwright, the
  


14   North Slope Borough.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not as many as we
  


16   should.  Not as many as we should.  It's very important
  


17   that we meet with the Native villages.  We need to meet
  


18   with the Native corporations, to meet with the North Slope
  


19   Borough.  We do meet with a lot of them.  We need to do
  


20   better.  I mean, you hit the nail on the head, I believe.
  


21   The Secretary just came out with a new regulation on
  


22   improving our communication with the tribes, and we need
  


23   to take that very seriously.  And we are going to.  We
  


24   need help with it.  And any help you could give us is
  


25   appreciated.
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 1                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  What Rossman was
  


 2   saying about the pressure ridges that were forming in
  


 3   the '40s, we are not seeing any more that size.  They are
  


 4   not as thick as they used to be.  And global warming is
  


 5   playing an effect on our ocean.  And I forgot to mention
  


 6   that seals were being found -- the ringed seals were being
  


 7   found having loss of hair and lesions on the head and some
  


 8   kind of sickness going among the seals.  If that should
  


 9   occur, will it affect our whales, the oogruk, some kind of
  


10   disease that's going around among the ringed seals.  We
  


11   would like to keep those other species healthy.
  


12             And these are some things that we need to
  


13   remember before you do any actions on exploration or
  


14   development.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Mary has got it
  


16   in there.  Thank you.  This side of the room is very quiet
  


17   over here.  This side of the room is having all the
  


18   action.  Please, we don't want you to leave and feel you
  


19   should have said something.  I don't want to be a
  


20   schoolteacher and point at everybody.  Anybody else?  We
  


21   are not in a hurry to leave.  We don't get here as often
  


22   as we should.  Marjorie, you are not going to --
  


23                   MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  (Shakes head.)
  


24   I've got a cold.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  You have got a
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 1   cold.
  


 2                   MS. RENEE ORR:  I couldn't find that map
  


 3   but we can get that.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will find the map
  


 5   with all the GPS.
  


 6                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  One other comment.  I
  


 7   hope you do your homework real good and make the rest of
  


 8   the people along the Slope understand what the reason this
  


 9   is for, then I don't think you guys will have any problem
  


10   coasting along.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


12                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  You are welcome.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jennifer, you hear that?
  


14                   MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Yes.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  When I have new friends
  


16   come from Washington, I want to make sure that they hear
  


17   what people say.  It's real important.  It was new to me,
  


18   and it's a good thing.  You have a new friend, Charles.
  


19   Anyone else?
  


20                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  There were some
  


21   questions that I have in mind on the first part, but you
  


22   went through that whole program so fast, I can't remember
  


23   what they are.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are going to go back
  


25   and we are going to make sure you hear everything.  You
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 1   tell us where to stop.
  


 2                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I told you I can't
  


 3   remember what it is.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will find it.
  


 5                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Because I was
  


 6   looking at that last one so much.  On that one real quick.
  


 7   How come you -- the right side, you made it look like
  


 8   Texas.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Christmas, green and
  


10   red?
  


11                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Are you comparing
  


12   Alaska with Texas?
  


13                   MS. RENEE ORR:  This should really be the
  


14   map of the -- the red really means no.  Red is stop.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  You say Texas, we are
  


16   comparing with Texas?
  


17                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  The one right
  


18   there, that one up there, the right side.  You are
  


19   comparing Texas with Alaska.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It looks like Texas?  I
  


21   went to school in Texas and then I came to Alaska, and
  


22   Alaska is bigger than Texas.  That really upsets them.  I
  


23   hear Alaskans call Texans their little friends.  You got
  


24   me.
  


25                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  You know, Inupiat
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 1   Community of the Arctic Slope just did a ballot on whether
  


 2   or not we support offshore development.
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
  


 4                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you guys even
  


 5   looked at those numbers?  I was just thinking about it.
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know we have had the
  


 7   numbers in the office, and it's part of the process on
  


 8   what ICAS thought.  And so, yeah, we got the numbers, and
  


 9   that's being considered.  It's part of the process.  ICAS
  


10   is very important, as well as the Native villages and the
  


11   North Slope Borough, the Native corporations, the
  


12   individual whaling captains, the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
  


13   Commission.  We want everybody to have a part.  But yeah,
  


14   that's something that's considered.
  


15             And then the new mayor of the North Slope
  


16   Borough, she has, like, I think, seven points she came out
  


17   with.  And so we are studying those, and then we are going
  


18   to meet with her next week.
  


19                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I just now
  


20   remember.  You mentioned that sound that will affect the
  


21   animals, the whales are very sensitive because I know even
  


22   when I was off Icy Cape, they were doing seismic.  And
  


23   they were expecting the whales to come by around the
  


24   latter part of April, the first part of May, all of May
  


25   and June.
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 1             But after that seismic, I was down there when --
  


 2   in front of my -- at Icy Cape hunting.  We ran into that
  


 3   test lab, or whatever you call that, for seismic testing.
  


 4   They went straight out to the ice, and we don't know how
  


 5   far they went, but it was out in the ocean.  And that
  


 6   spring we never -- got not one whale because I was out
  


 7   there whaling around with everybody else.  And the whales
  


 8   are very sensitive to sound, and those lease sales, if
  


 9   they start developing, it's going to -- our Elders a long
  


10   time ago used to say they won't go up near any sound, or
  


11   an iceberg that's grounded.  They will go around it.  That
  


12   much I know.  Even though we go 20, 30, 40 miles out,
  


13   there were still none.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is very important.
  


15                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  From Icy Cape they
  


16   turned straight out and they come back and right around
  


17   Barrow.  When you talk about developing oil, I don't know.
  


18   We need to have development during the summer or after the
  


19   whaling season.  But those whales are down just going
  


20   around Cape Lisburne probably and from that seismic
  


21   testing went -- so that's one of the main points on not
  


22   disturbing our animals, especially the whales.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  We take
  


24   that very seriously.  And I think the most permits for
  


25   seismic given was, like, in the '80s.  And then there was
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 1   a passage of the Marine Mammal Protection Act, and then we
  


 2   enforced having marine mammal observers on these vessels
  


 3   that is run by NOAA.  They are involved in that process.
  


 4   So we take sound in the ocean as a very serious thing,
  


 5   something we have to consider, and we have to make sure
  


 6   whatever we do does not impact subsistence lifestyles.
  


 7   That's very important to us.  And knowing that whales
  


 8   could divert because of noise is something we need to know
  


 9   and we need to factor into this.  We cannot impact the
  


10   subsistence lifestyles.  We understand.
  


11                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  That ocean out
  


12   there is like a loudspeaker to the animals.  They will
  


13   hear even if you shoot a bullet right in the water, a
  


14   captain, they are going to hear it about 30, 40 miles out.
  


15   That's how much sound carries because they have got
  


16   eardrums; I don't know what they are made of.  They are
  


17   probably like a boom.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


19                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So with all this
  


20   offshore activity happening, you got vessels, you got, you
  


21   know, helicopters, planes, whatever.  That is going to
  


22   affect onshore, too, ain't it?
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's covered
  


24   partially in the document, as well.  Air quality is looked
  


25   at, helicopter traffic, boat traffic.  You are right.
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 1   It's not just a little area offshore.  It's a big area and
  


 2   everything that goes with it.
  


 3                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I was doing some
  


 4   caribou hunting last season up river, and there was a
  


 5   plane that's just flying scaring caribou everywhere.  I
  


 6   happened to be in a staff committee meeting not too long
  


 7   ago, and I happened to actually meet the person.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That was flying the
  


 9   plane?
  


10                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Yeah.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  What was he doing?
  


12                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  He was flying in the
  


13   plane with the pilot.  He was saying they were doing some
  


14   studies on some fish.  There is no fish on tundra.  They
  


15   are in the rivers.  I mean, the plane was like on high
  


16   hills and everything like that.  Man, I seen him with my
  


17   own eyes, you know.  I mean, do you guys stand on honesty?
  


18   You know --
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We need to hear things
  


20   like that, and if there ever was the actual drilling for
  


21   exploration and development, our sister agency, BSEE, the
  


22   Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, a big E,
  


23   they are the cops.  If there is something like that going
  


24   on that's not right, you tell them they and they look into
  


25   it.  You are eyes and ears.
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 1                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I love traditional
  


 2   foods, you know.  It happens by season or it's given to me
  


 3   or sometimes I have to buy it or trade.  Okay.  And I want
  


 4   my -- I want my kids to be able to have the same foods as
  


 5   I did, same knowledge.  I mean, you know, same traditional
  


 6   ways and stories and whatever, you know.  There is a real
  


 7   big difference in the culture.  I don't see -- I don't see
  


 8   too many cultures gathering to give or sharing food.
  


 9   Okay.  Such as blanket toss or Christmas gathering or
  


10   Thanksgiving gathering.  When these kind of activities
  


11   happen, then there is a lot of sharing happening.  Okay.
  


12   The traditional foods.  And I depend on that food.  And
  


13   the thought of it being taken away kind of scares me.  I
  


14   mean, not just from me, but my kids --
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Exactly.
  


16                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  -- 10, 20 years down
  


17   the road.  I mean, you know, you all heard about that
  


18   Prudhoe Bay, it started off real small, right?  Now it's
  


19   everywhere.  Is that what's going to happen here, too?  I
  


20   mean, you know.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's why we are here
  


22   talking to you so that you can say that and it gets in the
  


23   record.  That's important.  And that's why in the document
  


24   it says that even though we say these are big areas, we
  


25   are moving away from this regional leasing and moving into
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 1   a smaller area with a smaller footprint if anything is
  


 2   allowed to happen because that's important.
  


 3                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  And really how will it
  


 4   help us?  How?  Can you tell me that?
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.
  


 6                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Can you tell me?
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can't guarantee that,
  


 8   Ira.  But there is factors in the economy, et cetera, in
  


 9   the document.
  


10                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  All the foods that are
  


11   helping us today live, survive, by medicine even, and all
  


12   that.  There is change everywhere.  Even in Wainwright.
  


13   Change is happening.  Okay.  Some people are for it and
  


14   some people are not but, you know, I don't know.  It just
  


15   kind of scares me to see my kid, you know, he won't be
  


16   able to eat what I -- eat what we live off on.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Don't let us forget.
  


18                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  The culture, you know
  


19   what I mean?  The culture.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, sir.  Don't let us
  


21   forget.
  


22                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Where is all the money
  


23   going to go?  Who is going to have all that money, you
  


24   know?  Us or is it going to go Outside?  Where is all the
  


25   work, you know?  Who is going to be coming in for work?
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 1   The local people or the Outside?
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.
  


 3                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  How is it going to
  


 4   benefit the community?
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.  Food
  


 6   for thought.  It's in the record.  Thank you.  I still see
  


 7   energy out there.  This side of the room is falling
  


 8   behind.  This side is chatter.
  


 9                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I'd like to make a
  


10   comment on what you have been doing with the studies.  And
  


11   with the Administration changing, the presidential and
  


12   everything, the people back in the government will have
  


13   changes with the Administration.  And what you guys
  


14   going -- studying will not be looked at as proper by some
  


15   of the people that are not there now, but with this
  


16   Administration changing they might say no, it's not going
  


17   to work.  It might be different thoughts from different
  


18   Administrations.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good comment,
  


20   but one thing we can say is the Secretary cannot have a
  


21   sale unless it's in a five-year plan.  So right now if
  


22   this plan gets approved in late 2010 and there is one sale
  


23   in the Chukchi and one sale in the Beaufort, if that
  


24   happens, during that time period they could be canceled,
  


25   but they cannot be added to.  Did I speak correctly,
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 1   Renee?
  


 2                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Uh-huh.
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what we are talking
  


 4   about now sets the tone not only from 2012 to 2017, but it
  


 5   can only get less.  It can't get more.  And then things
  


 6   that would occur, the exploration and possibly
  


 7   development, is years down the line after more study, more
  


 8   discussion and more analysis.  So there is wisdom in what
  


 9   you say, Terry.  And that's why I like to say nothing is
  


10   in stone until it actually happens.
  


11             You know, some oil companies wanted to be out
  


12   drilling last year.  Now they are talking about drilling
  


13   in 2012, but the process is not over yet.  There are still
  


14   permits to do.  There are still more analyses to do, and
  


15   they have not been given a green light.  One step at a
  


16   time.
  


17                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  It's the same with
  


18   any entity, as the Administration changes, you know, the
  


19   last Administration can talk about it and make a plan, but
  


20   with a new Administration, it might be put aside and
  


21   forgotten.
  


22                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It could be put aside
  


23   and there could be no lease sales.  You are right.
  


24   Correct.  You know your civics.  Anybody else?  I don't
  


25   want to make people sit here.
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 1                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Like I said before, if
  


 2   you do your homework right, you can make things
  


 3   materialize, and that's all there is to it.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We know we are trying to
  


 5   do our homework and make sure everybody is watching us do
  


 6   our homework, and you have got to give us the grade to
  


 7   make sure we got an A.
  


 8                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  We will find out if
  


 9   anything materializes.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Pardon me?
  


11                   MR. CHARLES EKAK:  The only way we will
  


12   find out if anything materializes.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Something could happen
  


14   by late 2012.  That would be the plan that's approved and
  


15   then maybe lease sales in the years to come.
  


16                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Just listening to the
  


17   people of Anaktuvuk concerning a road to Umiak with the
  


18   caribou migration scares me.  I mean, nowadays they don't
  


19   even get caribou.  And all those mammals that migrate in
  


20   the ocean, all kinds of activity happening out there, they
  


21   are going to -- the migration is going to change because
  


22   five years is a -- they are going to want to come back,
  


23   but you are still going to be there, right?
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good point.  Good point.
  


25   Very good point.  Thank you.  And it's in the record.
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 1                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  How many more times
  


 2   will there be on the draft?  Are you going to be back on
  


 3   the final?  Are there any more trips while they are
  


 4   working on the draft itself, or will we see you after the
  


 5   final?
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  After the final comes
  


 7   out, if there is any lease sales, then we would come back
  


 8   for an individual lease sale EIS.  So yes, we are going to
  


 9   be back, but after this is finalized early next year.
  


10                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  What if there is
  


11   drastic changes within five years?
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  If there is drastic
  


13   changes, then we have the flexibility to change things.
  


14   If we see that there is major changes and a lease sale is
  


15   not right or it's in the wrong place, it can be changed.
  


16   It can be canceled.  You know --
  


17                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  But we will be made
  


18   aware of it?
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  This
  


20   Administration, President Obama, Secretary of the Interior
  


21   wants a transparent process.  That's why we come and
  


22   bother you now more often.
  


23                   MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Thank you.
  


24                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  One last question.  I
  


25   have a curfew.  One last question:  Will they listen if
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 1   they say -- if I said no?
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are listening, and
  


 3   we will take that message back, but one thing about
  


 4   transparency -- and I think we all know this --
  


 5   transparency doesn't mean you always get what you want,
  


 6   but you know you were listened to.  So we will take that
  


 7   message back from Terry, if that's what your comment is,
  


 8   no.
  


 9                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  When you look at
  


10   history, the government has always been the one that broke
  


11   treaties.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will make sure we
  


13   don't.
  


14                   MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  That's my thoughts
  


15   for tonight.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good night.  Thank you,
  


17   Terry.  We don't have to stay till 10:00, but I don't want
  


18   people to leave and not feel they were heard.  I also
  


19   don't want to be a nag.
  


20             We will get you that map.
  


21                   MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So do you have write-in
  


22   comments available?
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, yeah.  You can send
  


24   in write-in comments.  Absolutely.  Send them in.  There
  


25   is the address.  If you go to the website, you can send
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 1   them -- you can get a link to that on how to send it in.
  


 2   You can send handwritten comments to Jim Bennett.  You can
  


 3   take one of the disks.  All the information is there.  So
  


 4   you can give us comment tonight.  You can send written
  


 5   comments.  You can get into the website.  Any way you want
  


 6   to give us comments of those ways, we will get into there.
  


 7   We don't want to exclude anybody.  Anything else?  Going
  


 8   once, going twice.  Okay.
  


 9             Let's do something a little bit different.
  


10   Mr. Peetook, is there a closing prayer you can give?  Is
  


11   there a closing prayer?
  


12              (Closing prayer offered by Rossman Peetook.)
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:   Thank you very much for
  


14   coming.
  


15              (Proceedings adjourned at 8:54 p.m.)
  


16
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very 

            3    much for coming tonight.  But before we get into 

            4    introductions and who we are and why we are here, let's 

            5    start out with something very, very important.  

            6    Mr. Rossman Peetook has agreed to start us off with a 

            7    blessing.  

            8               (Blessing offered by Rossman Peetook.) 

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you 

           10    very, very much, Mr. Peetook.  

           11              Good evening.  Thank you for coming.  I 

           12    understand we have had some snow over the last weekend, 

           13    quite a bit here.  It's kind of cold out and windy, so 

           14    thank you for coming this evening.  

           15              Before we get into all of the details on why we 

           16    are here, I'm going to tell you who we are.  Okay?  My 

           17    name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the Regional Director for Alaska 

           18    for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be 

           19    previously referred as Minerals Management Service and 

           20    then the Bureau of Ocean Energy Regulation, Management and 

           21    Enforcement.  Now we are just BOEM, Bureau of Ocean Energy 

           22    Management.  And I'll explain a little bit of that a 

           23    little bit later.  But who the rest of us are.  

           24              Well, I'm from the regional office in Anchorage.  

           25    From our headquarters office in Washington, D.C., we have 
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            1    got Renee Orr.  Renee is the Chief of Strategic Resources, 

            2    and I'll explain her role as we get further into the 

            3    mini-presentation.  We have got Jennifer Culbertson.  

            4    Where is Jennifer?  Jennifer is also from Washington, D.C.  

            5    She's involved in the EIS that we helped them with.  And 

            6    I'll point out what she does, as well.  We have got Tim 

            7    Holder.  Where is Tim?  Tim holder is now in headquarters 

            8    Washington, D.C., but he lived in Alaska how many years?

            9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Twenty-five.

           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Twenty-five years in 

           11    Nome and Anchorage, right?  So he decided to go to 

           12    Washington, D.C. and tell them how to do it.  

           13              We also have Nancy Deschu.  Nancy is a water 

           14    quality specialist and also a biologist that works with 

           15    our headquarters folks.  John Callahan is our public 

           16    affairs officer, and he just ran to get coffee.  And I 

           17    told him if he doesn't bring coffee back, we are not going 

           18    to unlock the door.  

           19              Rob McWhorter is from Argonne National Labs, and 

           20    he helps us putting the documents together, this big thing 

           21    we are going to talk about very briefly, and also with 

           22    logistics.  

           23              And last, but not least, the second most 

           24    important person in the room -- you are the most 

           25    important.  We want to hear from you.  The second-most 
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            1    important person is Mary Vavrik.  Mary Vavrik is writing 

            2    down everything we say.  It's very, very important.  

            3              Tonight's meeting is not about us.  It's about 

            4    you and what you think.  And so we changed our meetings a 

            5    bit.  In the past we would come up here and we would say 

            6    talk to us.  And many of you have told us in the past that 

            7    you don't tell us what we are talking about.  Why is this 

            8    important?  So we have listened to you and so we have 

            9    changed our meetings a bit so we can walk you through why 

           10    we're here, why we are taking up time in your evenings and 

           11    why it's so important we hear from you now.  

           12              What we are going to talk about tonight is the 

           13    2010 to 2017 five-year plan for oil and gas and the draft 

           14    environmental impact statement, this big book here, and 

           15    what this tells us about the environmental concerns.  

           16    Okay.  It's a draft document.  It's not done yet.  That's 

           17    why we're here to tell you what it is.  

           18              Now, I mentioned that we are from the Bureau of 

           19    Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be the Minerals 

           20    Management Service.  And then we all know what happened on 

           21    April 20, 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico:  Deepwater Horizon.  

           22    Well, that caused us all to think things through.  And we 

           23    had one agency that did the leasing, that did the science, 

           24    and the same agency also collected the money, and the same 

           25    agency did the inspections.  And whether they were real or 
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            1    whether they were perceptions, there may be conflict 

            2    there.  We have to make sure we know what we are doing and 

            3    we focus on that.  

            4              So President Obama and Secretary of Interior Ken 

            5    Salazar broke our MMS up into three parts.  We are from 

            6    the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  We are responsible 

            7    for the leasing, the five-year plan, the environmental 

            8    documents, and the science.  Okay?  The Office of Natural 

            9    Resources Revenue, they collect the money.  They do their 

           10    thing, but they don't impact us.  Our job is to focus on 

           11    the science, the environmental assessments, working with 

           12    our stakeholders and determining where and when is the 

           13    right time to do any oil and gas, if at all.  

           14              Then the inspectors and the people that do the 

           15    engineering and they write the rules and they do the 

           16    enforcement, they are in BSEE, the Bureau of Safety and 

           17    Environmental Enforcement.  They don't worry about what we 

           18    do, per se.  They don't worry about the money.  Their only 

           19    job is safety and environmental compliance.  So we all 

           20    have our jobs.  We talk to each other, of course, but I 

           21    know what my job is.  Renee knows what her job is.  The 

           22    people, the engineers, the inspectors, they know what 

           23    their job is.  That's what they focus on.  And then the 

           24    money people, the Office of Natural Resource Revenue, they 

           25    focus on the money.  They are over there.  Okay?  They 
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            1    don't influence what we do.  All right?  

            2              Now, why are we here tonight?  And if any of my 

            3    colleagues want to jump in and help me out, please do.  If 

            4    you go back to a thing, this Outer Continental Shelf Lands 

            5    Act that goes back into the '50s, it says, "It is hereby 

            6    declared to be the policy of the United States that the 

            7    Outer Continental Shelf is a vital national resource held 

            8    by the federal government for the public" -- that's 

            9    y'all -- "which should be made available for expeditious 

           10    and orderly development subject to environmental 

           11    safeguards in a manner which is consistent with the 

           12    maintenance of competition and other national needs."  

           13    Okay.  That's the law that tells us what to do.  

           14              To go into some of the details a bit, the 

           15    Secretary of Interior cannot have a lease sale off your 

           16    coast unless it's in a five-year plan.  Right now we are 

           17    in the 2007 to 2012 five-year plan.  That was decided many 

           18    years ago, five years ago.  And there were some lease 

           19    sales scheduled in the Arctic.  Well, those aren't in 

           20    stone.  We all know what happened in April 20, 2010, the 

           21    Deepwater Horizon.  The Secretary decided to take a 

           22    cautious approach to the Arctic even before that happened.  

           23    And so some of the lease sales that were scheduled during 

           24    this current five-year plan were cancelled.  He said let's 

           25    take a reality check.  Let's slow it down and be cautious.  
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            1              So the things we are talking about tonight, 

            2    nothing is in stone for several years yet, but we have to 

            3    start the conversation.  

            4              Now, these five-year plans have to be done every 

            5    five years.  And some of the times we have come up here, 

            6    several of you have told us, why do you keep coming back.  

            7    We told you this, the same thing, every year.  It's not 

            8    that we don't believe you, but the law says before the 

            9    Secretary has a five-year plan, you have to go talk to the 

           10    taxpayer, your boss, y'all, to see what they think.  And 

           11    so that's why we keep coming back.  We are not here 

           12    because we don't believe you.  It's because the law says 

           13    we have to listen to you every several years to make sure 

           14    that's what you think.  And if you tell us the same thing, 

           15    that's fine.  If you change something, that's fine, too.  

           16    But the law says come up to villages like Wainwright here, 

           17    get input before the Secretary has a new plan.  

           18              Okay.  So that's why we are here; not to take up 

           19    your time, not to impact the holidays, but to make sure 

           20    the Secretary has what he or she needs to make a decision.  

           21              And John brought coffee, so that's why the door 

           22    is unlocked.  

           23              All right.  Now, to be very brief, this is what 

           24    we are talking about, this five-year plan.  It's very 

           25    general.  It's not real specific.  It's very broad.  We 
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            1    are going to talk about maybe some lease sales, but those 

            2    won't be decided for a couple of years yet, so this is 

            3    very broad in our discussion, right, Renee?

            4                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Right.  It's from a 

            5    national perspective, the whole country.  

            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  When we talk about 

            7    regional lease sales, we come back up here and start the 

            8    process again.  Then there may be exploration.  Okay.  

            9    Remember, there hasn't been a well drilled in the Alaska 

           10    Arctic for about nine years now.  Maybe next year, maybe 

           11    next year for Shell.  They have a plan in.  We 

           12    contingently approved the plan, but they have more work to 

           13    do, so that's not a given.  So there would be about ten 

           14    years before anyone has been allowed to drill a well, even 

           15    though they have had the leases.  

           16              Just because someone has a lease doesn't mean 

           17    they can go out and do what they want.  They still have 

           18    to -- we still have to have a lease sale.  We still have 

           19    to do the NEPA and follow the laws for exploration, then 

           20    production and decommissioning.  Right now we are at this 

           21    stage for the next five-year plan.  This is the 

           22    environmental document that was finished last month that 

           23    says what the impact might be if we go on with these lease 

           24    sales, which are not definitive yet.  We are still in the 

           25    discussion stage.  That's why we are here.  
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            1              Okay.  Now, for the five-year plan we are 

            2    talking about, 2012 to '17, there are six areas where 

            3    there may be lease sales.  The eastern, central, and 

            4    western Gulf of Mexico.  In Alaska, maybe one sale in Cook 

            5    Inlet, depending if industry is interested, and maybe one 

            6    sale in the Chukchi or the Beaufort.  The Beaufort Sea, if 

            7    there is a sale, will be no earlier than 2015.  And if 

            8    there is a sale in the Chukchi area, it would be no 

            9    earlier than 2016.  The reason for that is that gives time 

           10    for more discussion.  That gives time for more science to 

           11    be done.  It also gives time that if there is exploration 

           12    in the Chukchi Sea next year or the year after that, that 

           13    information -- is there oil there, did the oil companies 

           14    find anything if they are allowed to drill -- might tell 

           15    us more on what we should do with those sales.  So nothing 

           16    is in stone yet.  We are here for discussion.  Have I 

           17    covered that right?

           18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Absolutely.

           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  She's from headquarters.  

           20    I make sure that I do this right.  

           21              Now, focusing more on the Arctic.  Again, I said 

           22    for the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea area -- that's how I 

           23    understand it's pronounced, Beaufort Sea -- and the 

           24    Chukchi, there are already areas that will not be 

           25    considered.  We have got areas off of Barrow and areas off 
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            1    of Kaktovik that are very important for subsistence 

            2    whaling.  There is also a 25-mile buffer here off the 

            3    Chukchi area because of whaling and subsistence issues.  

            4    Now, that's as small as it could get.  As we go through 

            5    the process -- 

            6                    MS. RENEE ORR:  As big as it could get.

            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They could get bigger.  

            8    They could get bigger.  The deferral areas could be 

            9    bigger.  If we find out that's not the right size, it may 

           10    be bigger.  It could be bigger.  If these two areas off 

           11    the Beaufort Sea are not big enough from what we hear, we 

           12    can discuss that, too.  The point is that every region is 

           13    different.  This is not the Gulf of Mexico.  It is not 

           14    California.  It's not the Atlantic coast off of New Jersey 

           15    and those kind of places.  This is the Arctic.  One size 

           16    does not fit all.  If these areas are too big, with the 

           17    information we are getting from you all and others, the 

           18    actual lease sales, if they occur, could be smaller.  

           19    Okay?  So this is just where we start.  

           20              Okay.  Then the Cook Inlet, I'll just throw that 

           21    in there.  There may be one sale as early as 2013 if 

           22    industry is interested, and then if they are interested, 

           23    of course, there would have to be another environmental 

           24    document done for Cook Inlet.  If they are not interested, 

           25    we don't go down that path.  
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            1              Okay.  What is the EIS process?  This is a big 

            2    document here.  This is just for this five-year program.  

            3    It covers the Gulf of Mexico and also the Arctic and also 

            4    Cook Inlet.  The whole process is to disclose everything, 

            5    what is being thought about right now, to involve the 

            6    public.  That's why we come here and we take the time out 

            7    of your busy schedules near a holiday.  And my wife is 

            8    upset, too.  She's out shopping for Christmas, and here I 

            9    am.  But this is important.  So we need to involve the 

           10    public.  

           11              We have to identify and evaluate alternatives.  

           12    Our 15 sales, you know, three in Alaska, and then 12 in 

           13    the Gulf of Mexico, really what should be done?  So we 

           14    have these alternatives in the document where, okay, 

           15    alternative one is to have 15 lease sales in six planning 

           16    areas.  Is that the best idea?  What do people think?  

           17    It's outlined in here in terms of the potential 

           18    environmental impacts.  What is the right thing to do?  We 

           19    have to disclose this.  We have to involve the public.  We 

           20    have to identify any alternatives.  

           21              Avoid negative impacts.  Okay.  The OCS Lands 

           22    Act requires us to balance economics with the environment 

           23    and everything else that goes with it.  Up here in the 

           24    Chukchi and the Beaufort, subsistence hunting and 

           25    subsistence lifestyles are incredibly important.  We 
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            1    cannot impact that.  That's something that is different 

            2    than, let's say, the Gulf of Mexico.  They have shrimp 

            3    fishermen and things like that, but it's a different type 

            4    of fishing, a different type of hunting.  It's not the 

            5    same as in the Arctic.  It's a totally different 

            6    environment.  We understand that.  What's important to the 

            7    communities up here has to be factored into this 

            8    discussion and decision.  

            9              And to identify environmental analyses and to 

           10    bring everything together, you end up with something this 

           11    big.  

           12              Okay.  What are some of the things that we talk 

           13    about in this document?  This is a draft document.  Before 

           14    it went -- was published, we sent out calls for 

           15    information.  Tell us what you think.  What should be in 

           16    the document?  When we got information from the public, 

           17    when we went to Nome, when we went to USGS, when we went 

           18    to the Park Service, when we went to the North Slope 

           19    Bureau fisheries scientists, when we went to all of them, 

           20    things began to bubble up on the kind of things we need to 

           21    consider for this document, everything from seismic 

           22    surveying that create noise, drilling, service vessels.  

           23              We hear that -- and we know now from the facts 

           24    that there is not as much ice as there used to be.  There 

           25    is a lot more shipping up there.  You know, transportation 
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            1    of commercial goods, even recreational boaters have been 

            2    up here.  So there is a lot more noise.  Service vessels, 

            3    bottom disturbance.  If there were drilling, there might 

            4    be pipelines.  There is going to be anchoring.  Air 

            5    emissions, air quality, coastal activities, pipeline.  If 

            6    they bring the oil ashore, if they drill and if they find 

            7    oil and if it goes to development -- and that's a lot of 

            8    ifs -- a pipeline, where is it going to come ashore?  That 

            9    has to be considered.  

           10              Support facilities.  If they are going to have 

           11    this activity go offshore in your garden, what kind of 

           12    support facilities are they going to need?  What impact 

           13    could that have?  People like Nancy, people like Jennifer 

           14    have to look at that and say, okay, this is the 

           15    environment.  This is what could happen.  What's the 

           16    impact?  What's the potential.  

           17              Accidental oil spills, an area of very hot 

           18    debate.  Cleaning up oil in the Arctic, everyone knows 

           19    that is really, really difficult and it cannot be allowed 

           20    to occur.  The best way to clean up an oil spill is not to 

           21    let an oil spill occur.  So what are the safety factors 

           22    involved?  Those are things that are being discussed now 

           23    to make sure that if it occurs, everybody has their Ps and 

           24    Qs in order because everyone is watching.  

           25              Other things that are considered, marine and 
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            1    coastal habitats, marine and coastal birds, fisheries, 

            2    marine mammals, archeological resources.  What evidence is 

            3    there of previous generations offshore we need to protect?  

            4    Very important.  And also the socioeconomics.  How does it 

            5    affect our communities if there is changes, if there is 

            6    development?  All that has to be put into this document.  

            7              Special considerations.  After the Deepwater 

            8    Horizon accident, the tragedy, 11 people lost their lives, 

            9    five million barrels of oil went into the ocean.  They are 

           10    still cleaning it up.  We have to look at the risk.  What 

           11    is the risk of a potential of that happening in the Arctic 

           12    or in the Gulf of Mexico again?  What are the potential 

           13    catastrophic impacts if this is to occur?  

           14              Also climate change.  We are watching the 

           15    Arctic.  NOAA just came out with a report last week that 

           16    says there is a lot less ice than there was before.  It's 

           17    impacting where polar bears go and walruses.  It's 

           18    impacting where you go to fish and where you hunt.  All 

           19    that has to be considered in a document like this put out 

           20    to the public so you can help us make it better so the 

           21    decisionmaker, the Secretary of the Interior, can make the 

           22    right decision.  

           23              So where are we in this process?  As I said, we 

           24    come up here, myself and others, you see us probably more 

           25    than you would like.
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            1                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Could you clarify 

            2    what -- which part they are still cleaning up off the 

            3    coast of Louisiana?  

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's off the coast of 

            5    Louisiana, certain areas and beaches, backwaters.  

            6                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Not in Alaska?  

            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, no, no, sir.  No, 

            8    sir.  There has been no drilling in the Arctic going on 

            9    nine years now, approaching ten years.  It's an area that 

           10    we are watching very closely.  The Secretary is taking a 

           11    very cautious approach.  Mistakes cannot be allowed to 

           12    happen.  I mean, we all know that.  This is not the Gulf.  

           13    It's a very harsh environment, very unforgiving.  You work 

           14    out there.  You know.  

           15              But where are we in the process?  It takes two 

           16    to three years to get to where we are today, even before a 

           17    decision is made.  This was starting to be discussed in 

           18    August of 2008 when Renee's group said, look, 

           19    Mr. Secretary, the current five-year plan goes from 2007 

           20    to 2012.  When that plan expires, if you ever want to have 

           21    any more lease sales, you have to have a new five-year 

           22    plan.  So back in 2008, Renee's group went out to ask for 

           23    information what people thought.  A draft proposed program 

           24    came out in 2009, and we were up here talking to you all.  

           25              Public comment and scoping materials went from 
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            1    January of 2009 now to March 2011.  We then come out with 

            2    a proposed program last month with an environmental impact 

            3    statement.  And this is not the end of it.  This is just a 

            4    draft document.  It will not be finalized and there will 

            5    not be a decision till late in 2012.  

            6              The point I'm trying to make is this is a long 

            7    process.  It was intentionally made long so that we can 

            8    talk to people and we can take your message back to 

            9    headquarters.  That's where Renee is, who can sit down 

           10    with the Secretary and his assistants to say this is what 

           11    we have heard from our constituents before he makes a 

           12    decision.  It's a long process.  It requires a lot of 

           13    discussion.  It requires us to come up here and talk with 

           14    you.  Again, we know you have busy schedules.  It's the 

           15    holiday season.  It's in the evening.  But we are here 

           16    because it's important.  

           17              Now, this was put on the Web.  We mailed copies 

           18    of this document to all the villages.  We've got CDs with 

           19    the document.  It's now open for public comment.  You can 

           20    submit comments through this process here, this website, 

           21    or you can mail something to James Bennett at our 

           22    headquarters office.  So there is lots of ways to do it.  

           23              You know, one of the ways that's very important 

           24    is to talk with people such as yourself and actually come 

           25    to the villages.  Not everybody has time to sit down at 
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            1    the computer and bang something out or to send us a note.  

            2    So that's why we come out here, to say that the process is 

            3    still ongoing.  There is an environmental document for 

            4    anybody to read and comment on.  We take your comments.  

            5    They collate them at headquarters, and they send them up 

            6    the chain of command all the way up to the Secretary of 

            7    Interior.  So that's why we are here.  That's what's going 

            8    on.  

            9              We have the maps.  We have the alternatives 

           10    behind Renee where some sales would be dropped out.  

           11    Someone will say, well, I like this one because it has 

           12    everything of the above, but we exclude the Gulf of Mexico 

           13    central sale.  Some people may say that.  Some folks may 

           14    say we like everything up here, but we want to exclude the 

           15    sale in the Chukchi.  Or we want to exclude Cook Inlet.  

           16    Everything is on the table.  Nothing has been decided.  

           17    You have a process here.  There is who to send information 

           18    to.  We have got the disk on CD.  

           19              Now, I have probably talked way too much.  And 

           20    we are going to start the public comment period now.  

           21    Something we tried recently -- and we have a lot of people 

           22    in the room here.  We can either do it this way and we can 

           23    ask people to step up and talk, or we can get in a circle.  

           24    Does anyone have a preference?  Start with the Elders 

           25    first.  How about since we have got a full room, we don't 
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            1    go in the circle.  You want to go in the circle?  Do I 

            2    hear any comments of sitting in a circle?  

            3                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I guess it doesn't 

            4    matter.  

            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It doesn't matter?  

            6    Okay.  Well, sir, would you like to start us off?  You 

            7    said the blessing.  

            8              All I'm asking is people -- so Mary can type and 

            9    get all the information -- if she doesn't, she is going to 

           10    come after me.  So we would like to know who would like to 

           11    start off.  Rossman, would you like to start off with a 

           12    comment?

           13                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  My name is Rossman 

           14    Peetook from Wainwright.  I got something in my mind.  Is 

           15    there any oil inland?  Is there any oil inland?  Is it dry 

           16    now inland?  

           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Is there any oil inland?  

           18    Yes, that's -- the Bureau of Land Management is 

           19    responsible for that.  We don't have responsibility 

           20    onshore.  So that's a good question.  I believe the answer 

           21    is yes.  But that's a different agency.  We are only 

           22    responsible for offshore.  But you can comment on it.

           23                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Well, I'd rather see 

           24    the oil companies work on inland, not in the ocean, but 

           25    there is no way we can stop them if they want to go ahead 
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            1    and drill out here.  

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And thank you, Rossman.  

            3    We can come back to you and you can comment again.  

            4    Another comment?  Please, sir.  

            5                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  My name is Charles 

            6    Ekak.  I'd like to know how much percent you got to go for 

            7    land oil instead of out in the sea.

            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What percentage?

            9                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Like you have any other 

           10    place to go?  

           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, the places for oil 

           12    in the offshore plan -- and Renee, correct me if I'm 

           13    wrong.  Right now the only things on the table in draft 

           14    are the Beaufort, the Chukchi, Cook Inlet, and the Gulf of 

           15    Mexico.  The Atlantic coast is off the map.  California is 

           16    off the map.  North Aleutian Basin off of Alaska is off 

           17    the map.  The other places in Alaska, the geologists say 

           18    there is no oil there.  So the most of the oil in Alaska 

           19    is the Chukchi and the Beaufort, they think.  But there 

           20    hasn't been any wells drilled for nine years.  

           21                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  The reason I said that 

           22    was for the community, this is our -- they call garden and 

           23    our backyard up there.  And it's our lifeline.

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Yes.

           25                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  As long as I know, if 
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            1    you can make it understandable, we can have better 

            2    communication.

            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, communication is 

            4    where it's at.  That's why we are trying to come out here 

            5    more and make presentations instead of just stand here so 

            6    they know what you are thinking about in Washington.

            7                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Thank you.  That's all 

            8    I got.  

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  

           10                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  My name is Billy 

           11    Nashoalook.  On that book you call that, is that the same 

           12    draft as you brought before in 2009, or was there some 

           13    changes made from that first one?  

           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If I'm not -- this is a 

           15    new draft.  There was a -- the five-year draft proposed 

           16    program, that went out for comment.  This is the first EIS 

           17    draft that's about that new program.  It keeps growing, as 

           18    you can see.  With all the new information, it gets bigger 

           19    and bigger because we try to consider more and more.  So 

           20    the answer to your question is this is a new draft for the 

           21    proposed program that was commented on last year.

           22                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  And all those 

           23    comments will be included in that?  

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  And now we are 

           25    getting more comments.  As I say, this is not going to be 
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            1    finalized for several months until we get it right.  More 

            2    comments?  

            3                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  My name is Raymond 

            4    Aguvluk.  I have been here all my life.  And you guys do, 

            5    like, cleanup exercise on the ice before?  I mean, if 

            6    there is an oil spill, you guys do exercises like this?

            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  There have been 

            8    exercises we have done with the Norwegians.  We also have 

            9    a huge tank in New Jersey.  It's 200 meters long, I 

           10    believe 20 meters across, six meters deep that they can 

           11    fill full of ice.  They can test equipment.  But we are 

           12    not going to hide it.  Cleaning up oil in ice everyone 

           13    knows is very difficult, extremely difficult.  On a good 

           14    day, you've got to worry about staying alive in the 

           15    Arctic.  You know that more than I do.  

           16              So the subject of cleaning up oil in ice is a 

           17    subject of research going on right now.  That's why the 

           18    Secretary is taking a cautious approach to the Arctic and 

           19    that's why anytime anything is allowed in the Arctic, we 

           20    have to make sure the safety and the engineering is spot 

           21    on.  There is no margin for error.  So the answer to your 

           22    question, it's a subject of research going on right now.  

           23                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So how long has this 

           24    book been --

           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  This was just 
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            1    released.  There is discussion about oil in here, the 

            2    effects of oil.  Since it is ongoing research, a new lease 

            3    sale would not occur in the Chukchi until 2016.  And the 

            4    reason why the Secretary said there's not going to be a 

            5    new sale until then is so that more research and more 

            6    engineering can be giving thought to oil spills.  That's 

            7    why it's further out in the program.  And if they are not 

            8    ready, they can always cancel a sale like he did for the 

            9    previous sales in the Chukchi and the Beaufort that were 

           10    canceled.  

           11                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  Thank you.  

           12                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  In the statement, 

           13    how deep will it be when you get close?  Because we all 

           14    know when the ice goes about 30 feet high, the bottom is 

           15    about three or four times longer underneath, and it tears 

           16    up the bottom, ocean bottom.  How will that be studied?  

           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's being looked at.  

           18    And what would happen before they got that far is there 

           19    would have to be an exploration well drilled, which hasn't 

           20    been drilled for nine years.  Maybe next year, if all the 

           21    permits are given to Shell, if.  Then if they choose to go 

           22    back out if they find oil, then they would have to submit 

           23    a development plan on how they would develop it and how 

           24    they would get the product to shore.  How would they put 

           25    the pipeline in?  Where would they put the pipeline.  



                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      

�

                                                                        24



            1              Then we would have to write another book like 

            2    this or books like this to explain what would happen if we 

            3    let them do what they proposed.  So the simple answer to 

            4    your question is that's not decided yet.  They would have 

            5    to propose something, but first they have got to find oil.  

            6    And then after they find oil, if they find oil, then they 

            7    propose on a pipeline.  Then we have to do the environment 

            8    analysis all over again.  And that can take years.

            9                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Then questions like 

           10    ours, what we brought before the -- when they start 

           11    developing the oil and what they found out there, those 

           12    comments will be addressed?  

           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Then we will be back.  

           14    We have got to start the process again.  Have I missed 

           15    anything, Renee?  

           16                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Nope.  We will be here 

           17    again.  

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Renee is being very 

           19    quiet, but she's a good friend of mine.  She's at 

           20    headquarters.  She oversees the leasing process, resource 

           21    evaluation -- that is, how much oil could be out there.  

           22    Also the economics.  So she's one of the headquarters 

           23    executives that helps to balance this out, and she meets 

           24    with the Secretary more often than I do.  So it's really 

           25    important that Renee is here.  Renee is one of our senior 
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            1    leaders in headquarters.  

            2              And this is so important, this five-year plan, 

            3    that we have three people from headquarters here.  From 

            4    the strategic resources, we have got Jennifer Culbertson 

            5    from the division that wrote this document and Tim Holder 

            6    who works in headquarters, but spent over 20 years in 

            7    Alaska.  And so the big boss said, you folks come to 

            8    Alaska and talk to the people and listen to what they say 

            9    because this is important.  

           10              Again, more comments.  

           11                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  If I'm correct, 

           12    their comments will be put in there?

           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  How does it work?  

           14                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It will be in the next 

           15    response to comments in the final EIS.  

           16                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And as I could see, 

           17    the green is in the -- is the proposed drilling area.

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is an area that is 

           19    off limits.  This is a deferral area because it's so 

           20    important to subsistence.

           21                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  I was just curious 

           22    and was wondering how many miles offshore is it.  

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is 25.  These are 

           24    the leases that are currently out there.  If during this 

           25    process it comes to light that this 25 miles is not 
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            1    enough, then it could be further out.  If these areas here 

            2    off of Barrow and Kaktovik are not big enough for 

            3    subsistence whaling, then it could be bigger.

            4                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Because I wanted to 

            5    comment because if I'm correct, the fall whale that they 

            6    got this year was caught about 30 miles out of Wainwright.  

            7    And I just wanted to see if that was close to where they 

            8    would stop or they wouldn't be drilling.  

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  See, that's important 

           10    because this -- it will be at least 25 miles, but comments 

           11    like that help us to determine is 25 miles enough.  So 

           12    that's important to get.  Thank you.  Because, I mean, we 

           13    understand subsistence whaling is the heart and soul of 

           14    these communities, and that's important to everyone.  And 

           15    that's important to the nation because it's important to 

           16    you.  Thank you for your comment.  

           17                    MR. BLAIR PATKOTAK:  My name is Blair 

           18    Patkotak.  You said it's not written in stone yet.  And my 

           19    question is, when it gets written in stone, are you going 

           20    to start the process of opening bids for lease like -- 

           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's interesting you 

           22    say that because when I say written in stone is right now 

           23    everything is on the table.  And when this process is 

           24    completed and the Secretary -- if the Secretary would 

           25    decide that there is going to be a lease sale in some area 
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            1    up here in 2016, it's not a done deal until the sale 

            2    occurs.  The Secretary could say that, okay, from 2011 

            3    where we met tonight to right up to that sale there hasn't 

            4    been enough work done; I've changed my mind.  He could 

            5    say, well, it sounded like a good idea a couple years ago, 

            6    but it's not a good idea anymore.  That's his choice.  

            7    Renee, did I misstate that?  

            8                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's absolutely true.  

            9    That's absolutely true.  And so we did cancel -- we 

           10    canceled sales after the Macondo accident.  And the 

           11    Secretary will cancel sales and did cancel sales after the 

           12    Macondo accident.  We had to stop, and we had to take a 

           13    pause and figure out how we could do this better and 

           14    safer.  And so there was a significant period of time 

           15    where we didn't have any new leasing activities, where we 

           16    strengthened our safety -- our safety rules and our safety 

           17    requirements.  And this month will be the first sale we 

           18    will be holding in the Gulf of Mexico since the Macondo 

           19    accident happened a year and a half ago.

           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Do you remember when the 

           21    last Alaska sale was?  

           22                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It was in 2008.  

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So the last sale in 

           24    Alaska up here was in 2008.  The ones after that were 

           25    canceled by the Secretary, and the earliest another sale 
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            1    could occur would be in 2015 in the Beaufort and 2016 in 

            2    the Chukchi, provided the Secretary is confident there is 

            3    enough information collected and the technology is safe 

            4    enough.  So it is -- as the Secretary told us, I am taking 

            5    a cautious approach to the Arctic.  We are going to go by 

            6    the book one step at a time.  We are going to go talk to 

            7    people.  We are going to look at the rules.  We are going 

            8    to look at the regulations.  We are going to look at the 

            9    environment, and we are not going to jump into this.  

           10    That's what he told us, and that's what we are telling 

           11    you, and that's our marching orders.

           12                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  When you say that 

           13    final thing by the Secretary of Interior, that's the 

           14    Secretary giving permission, I mean, from the President 

           15    and the Congress, can they override the Secretary in case 

           16    there is an emergency need for oil?  If they say we need 

           17    to have this drilled next year, what's going to happen to 

           18    our comments that we turned in?  

           19                    MS. RENEE ORR:  The Outer Continental 

           20    Shelf Lands Act that was on one of the earlier slides 

           21    gives the responsibility for managing all of the offshore 

           22    resources off of the entire nation, gives those decisions 

           23    to the Secretary of the Interior to make.  But Congress 

           24    passed that law.  Congress could conceivably pass another 

           25    law saying -- modifying that, ordering us to do something 
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            1    different.  But the Lands Act has only been modified twice 

            2    since, I believe, 1958.  So it is highly unlikely that you 

            3    would get enough senators and congressmen to agree that 

            4    the process that we are going forward with and that's been 

            5    in place substantively since 1978 is going to change.

            6                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  That's the reason I 

            7    ask because we are not given very much time when they 

            8    started development right after that first oil well was 

            9    discovered in Prudhoe.  That's why I was asking what if it 

           10    should happen out there.  

           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that's onshore, 

           12    right?  

           13                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Onshore was the one 

           14    that they started that have as much questions to us at 

           15    that time because I was pretty much involved with it.  And 

           16    that's why I was asking what if the same thing happen out 

           17    there, they discover oil or gas.  

           18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  They still have a lengthy 

           19    process to go through.  It was on the one slide that Jim 

           20    described.  But there are environmental analyses and there 

           21    are engineering and safety analyses that we have to do.  

           22    So there is no way that anybody can rush to development.  

           23    There is no such thing as rushing to development.  They go 

           24    through the development of an environmental impact 

           25    statement, assessment of an exploration plan and a 
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            1    development plan.  

            2              And if they actually go to development and begin 

            3    to build the facility and the pipeline, you are talking 

            4    probably close to a decade before they would actually be 

            5    able to do that.

            6                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  In other words, you 

            7    control the oil companies.  

            8                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yes, we do.  We control 

            9    what they do and when they can do it, yeah.

           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And if I'm not mistaken, 

           11    Renee, correct my verbiage if I'm wrong, but the OCS Lands 

           12    Act says that when an oil company gets a lease, the only 

           13    right they have is that they are the first group that 

           14    could do something that they are allowed to.  It gives 

           15    them no other rights.

           16                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yeah.  It basically gives 

           17    them the right to come to us and ask for additional -- the 

           18    authority to do additional work on that land.  It gives 

           19    them the exclusive right.  But it doesn't say as soon as 

           20    they get the lease you can go out and drill right away.  

           21    There is a long process before they can do that.  

           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  There is none of this 

           23    click your fingers and do it.  No, the law will not permit 

           24    that.  

           25              Who is next?  We don't want to be -- we don't 
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            1    want to leave this room until everyone feels they have had 

            2    time to comment.  You can submit comments by computer.  

            3    You can send us a note.  But we are here tonight to hear 

            4    whatever you want to say and we can get it down there and 

            5    take it home.  So this night is yours.

            6                    MS. RENEE ORR:  And I'd just like to 

            7    reiterate something that Jim said, that I have met with 

            8    the Secretary of the Interior.  He is very interested in 

            9    hearing what you have to say, and that's why I'm here.  I 

           10    will go back to Washington, D.C. and sit in meetings with 

           11    the Secretary, and he's going to ask me, what did you hear 

           12    when you were in Alaska.  And I want to be able to tell 

           13    him what you all are thinking, and I want to be able to 

           14    capture it accurately.  And it's very important.  It's 

           15    very important to him and it's very important to me.  

           16              We want to make sure that everybody has all of 

           17    the information.  We make these difficult decisions, and 

           18    these are difficult decisions that have to be made as we 

           19    talk about how we develop or not develop resources of the 

           20    nation.  

           21                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  My name is Charles.  I 

           22    think at the first meeting here we could set an example.  

           23    Like I'm a subsistence hunter.  If that's the limit of 25 

           24    miles out, right now it's no use.  Five years ago it still 

           25    could have been okay, but right now we are operating a 
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            1    community, and we have been traveling out almost to 50.  

            2    So I think if you double that portion there, the whole 

            3    community around the coast will agree with my opinion 

            4    anyway.  

            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what you are saying 

            6    is your recommendation, Charles, is this should not be 25 

            7    miles.  It should be how much?

            8                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Double the size, like 

            9    45 or 50.  Because our boats have been checking out there 

           10    with coordinates, and we know how far they are, and they 

           11    know how far they are, too.  

           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good comment.  

           13    That's good information.  

           14                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  So something like 45, 

           15    49 miles, 42 miles.  That's way out there beyond that 

           16    25-mile limit.

           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.  

           18                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  You are welcome.

           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  More comments, please.  

           20    I don't want anybody to go home and say they weren't 

           21    heard.  Margie?  

           22                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  (Shakes head.)  

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I have known Marjorie a 

           24    couple years.  She's usually not shy.  Rossman.

           25                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  In 1940s, late '40s, 
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            1    I've seen icebergs higher than this, even in '50s.  And 

            2    today I don't see them much anymore.  Are they melting 

            3    down or what?

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And you know what we 

            5    call that, what you just said?  Traditional knowledge.  We 

            6    need to hear that.

            7                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Because I've seen 

            8    them out here for -- they stuck here for -- for a week or 

            9    so.  And we can see them from -- from the land.  And when 

           10    the tide comes, it took off because maybe the keel was 

           11    stuck on the bottom.  I don't see those size bergs 

           12    anymore, those big icebergs that I've seen before back in 

           13    the '40s, yes.  

           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's important.  

           15    That's called traditional knowledge.  And when I came to 

           16    Alaska, I was trained as a scientist; but then I found out 

           17    some of the Elders of these communities could see what we 

           18    are doing in Western science and give us, well, that's an 

           19    A, that's a B, that's a C minus.  So a lot of this stuff 

           20    our Western scientists find out you already know.  That's 

           21    why, for me, traditional knowledge is information we need 

           22    to include in here.  And your observations that you don't 

           23    see the ice -- I mean you didn't have to look at a 

           24    satellite to get that.  You knew it, right?

           25                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Yeah.  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We need to hear that.

            2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  We need to consider 

            3    how that main ice from the North Pole is breaking up, the 

            4    giant ones that we need to also consider and monitor the 

            5    way they are moving.

            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes, important.  

            7    More comments, please.  We need more -- everybody getting 

            8    enough coffee?  Some of these young gentlemen came and 

            9    helped us set up the room, so we want to thank the young 

           10    folks that came and set up the room and helped us hang 

           11    posters.  

           12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Personally, I'm against 

           13    all -- I'm against all this, you know.  I'm against the 

           14    five-year lease.  I stand strong in my traditional values.  

           15    I respect Elders.  They are our leaders here.  I don't see 

           16    in your plan -- I see all the good words, you know, all 

           17    your good plans for things that are possibly happening.  I 

           18    don't see possible impacts.  I don't see a page of 

           19    possible impacts for at least us to be aware of for 

           20    something else that possibly can be brought up, you know.  

           21    I don't see -- I don't see where we can -- we can -- you 

           22    know, where can we turn, the direction to oppose this, 

           23    that page?  Right?  

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, you need to tell 

           25    us.  You need to tell us.  And as for impacts, my friend, 
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            1    Ira, you are welcome to read this document and make it 

            2    better.  Some of the --

            3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I live here, Bud.  

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know.  And this is why 

            5    we are here.  You live here.  This is your backyard.  This 

            6    is your garden.  This document was written by a lot of 

            7    different people from all over the country.  Having 

            8    traditional knowledge in here, having gentlemen like 

            9    yourself and ladies to read this and give us more 

           10    information, that's what we need.  That's why we are here.  

           11                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  You say you value 

           12    traditional knowledge.  Okay.  Where is your traditional 

           13    team?  Where is the surveys?  

           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are the team.  I 

           15    don't mean that in jest.  It's really true because most of 

           16    us came from a Western science background.  We were not 

           17    trained in traditional knowledge.  We learned to 

           18    appreciate it later.  There was a study that was done 

           19    recently -- we have a research program where the whaling 

           20    captains took GPS units onto their boats and they plotted 

           21    out where they went.  They worked with us.  We worked with 

           22    the North Slope Borough.  

           23              And when they took all that data of where the 

           24    whaling captains went to to harvest their whales for their 

           25    communities and we put it on the map, it showed us where 
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            1    we shouldn't allow any drilling to occur.  So the 

            2    knowledge that the whaling captains have about where to go 

            3    to get the whales to feed their community is being used in 

            4    a document like this to set up deferral areas so we don't 

            5    allow activities.  

            6              When Charles mentioned that sometimes you are 

            7    going 40, 45, 50 miles to get a whale offshore, that's 

            8    what we need to know.  That's where that information goes 

            9    into the leasing process.  That's where the information 

           10    comes here into this document.  That's why we come to the 

           11    communities.  We don't know.  We don't have all the 

           12    answers.  So we have to come to our traditional knowledge 

           13    team, which is sitting in this room.  You have to help us.  

           14                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I mean, this isn't even 

           15    a third of the village.

           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's right.  That's 

           17    why we keep coming back.  And that's why we are going to 

           18    go to Point Hope and Point Lay and Kaktovik and Nuiqsut 

           19    and Barrow and take all that in and try to give Renee what 

           20    she needs to go to the Secretary and say, let me tell you 

           21    what I heard from our citizens in Kaktovik and Nuiqsut and 

           22    Wainwright and Barrow.  This is what the subsistence 

           23    hunters and their families say.  This is how it's in here, 

           24    so he can make a decision.  We are not the 

           25    decisionmaker.  
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            1                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  We don't only depend on 

            2    the bowhead.  We depend on the seals, the walruses, and 

            3    even the polar bear and other mammals.  Okay?  

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.

            5                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you even 

            6    coordinated with any of the people that tag, possibly tag 

            7    the animals and see which way they migrate?  

            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes, we have.  Any 

            9    of my EIS folks are welcome to jump in here, but if I'm 

           10    not mistaken, the North Slope Borough was a cooperating 

           11    agency with this document and the State of Alaska.  And 

           12    the research that's done by USGS and NOAA and the State of 

           13    Alaska and the North Slope Borough is used in this 

           14    document.  We discuss the seals.  We discuss the walrus.  

           15    We discuss the fisheries.  If you see something that's not 

           16    right, help us fix it before it goes to the Secretary.  If 

           17    you see something that's not in this document that's 

           18    missing, help us add it.  Okay.  

           19              My two friends that work on EISs -- I'm looking 

           20    at Nancy and Jennifer -- am I misspeaking?  

           21                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  No, not at all.  

           22    I know there is a lot of research incorporated by people 

           23    that work just on the North Slope to track marine mammals, 

           24    a lot of people that know a lot about marine mammals and, 

           25    you know, it's a section if you go in the index and you 
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            1    just -- if you just want to peruse -- it's a daunting 

            2    document.  So if you just want to look for just what's 

            3    written about marine mammals, there is maybe, I don't 

            4    know, 20, 30 pages dedicated to certain marine mammals.  

            5    And you can go through and check any knowledge you have 

            6    that you don't see in there.  

            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Tell us.

            8                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Send us an 

            9    e-mail or send us a letter or anything.  There is a lot of 

           10    research in there about marine mammals.  I'm not a marine 

           11    mammal specialist, so I'm not going to speak to it.  But I 

           12    did read over it, and there is a lot of information there.  

           13    I know it's daunting to see a big document, but --

           14                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Some of the baseline 

           15    studies, MMS in the past, now BOEM presently have funded 

           16    studies to tag bowheads and belugas, and there have 

           17    certainly been studies on seals.  And this has gone over a 

           18    period of -- well, the tagging is in more recent years, 

           19    but the baseline studies go back over 30 years.  So we 

           20    have a time series from a Western science basis on these 

           21    marine mammals.  So there has been a lot of attention paid 

           22    by, as I say, MMS in the past and now BOEM.  

           23              So -- and as Jim says, we have coordinated with 

           24    really all the relevant agencies that have a stake in 

           25    this.
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Nancy, you had a 

            2    comment.

            3                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  I was just going to 

            4    say, even though the document is written nationally for 

            5    the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska, the part on Alaska was 

            6    rigorously reviewed by the Alaska scientists, and most of 

            7    them have been here working up on the North Slope and 

            8    working with the North Slope Borough and NOAA on 

            9    various -- Fish & Game on various studies.  So we hope 

           10    from Alaska that we got that research in there, the most 

           11    recent published research.  

           12              And there is a subsistence section written by 

           13    the cultural people, not just the natural sciences.  It's 

           14    cultural and socioeconomic aspects that was written by 

           15    cultural anthropologist, Chris Campbell.  I don't know if 

           16    you know her.  She did her work out on King Island.  So 

           17    both parts are in there, and Alaskans were involved in 

           18    reviewing it.  But it can be improved.  It certainly can 

           19    be improved.

           20                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you guys even 

           21    considered, you know, studying whether or not this is the 

           22    mammals' feedings grounds, the Arctic Ocean?  Without the 

           23    feeding grounds, there is no more mammals.

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, you are absolutely 

           25    correct.  That's why, as Nancy pointed out and Jennifer, 
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            1    we work very closely with NOAA and the University of 

            2    Alaska in Fairbanks and USGS and other -- and the National 

            3    Marine Fisheries Service.  Those are important questions 

            4    we just can't pigeonhole.  Where are the whales migrating?  

            5    Where are they having their calves?  Where are they 

            6    eating?  How do they react to sound?  Those are real 

            7    important questions that have to be in there.  

            8              So those are good questions, Ira.  And if you 

            9    look at the document and you don't think we got it right, 

           10    please let us know.  Our goal is to make a good document 

           11    that we can give to Renee that she can take to the 

           12    Secretary.  And if we have got to add 50 pages to it 

           13    because you found the information or there is traditional 

           14    knowledge that has to be put in there, let us know.  We 

           15    want a good document.  We want to do a good job.

           16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Jim, I have something to 

           17    add on that.  It was with respect to feeding.  We have a 

           18    major study on bowhead feeding, and that's been going on, 

           19    I think, for about three years of the five-year study.  

           20    And before we have addressed the population and 

           21    distribution to our bowhead whale aerial survey that's 

           22    been going on for over 30 years.  This part was to address 

           23    the feeding part, as you point out.  As far as I know, we 

           24    haven't really had any studies of the smaller mammals, 

           25    like the beluga or the seals or any of those, so -- but 
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            1    they started out -- 

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  But we work with the 

            3    agencies that are doing the studies.

            4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yeah.  And it's a 

            5    multi -- as with many of our studies, it's a multi-agency 

            6    study.  And one that I know we have worked with is 

            7    biologists with the North Slope Borough Department of 

            8    Wildlife.  So Craig George in particular and Bob Sudyam 

            9    have been involved with study design and kind of progress 

           10    of the study.  But there is like a room full of scientists 

           11    on that.  But having traditional knowledge plugged in is 

           12    definitely, like Jim says, something that can add to the 

           13    suite of science.  

           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You may know that 

           15    earlier this year the President created an inter-agency 

           16    working group to coordinate permitting for energy in 

           17    Alaska.  Well, it's chaired by the Deputy Secretary, David 

           18    Hayes, and they had a meeting December 1st.  Everybody was 

           19    there from the Arctic Research Commission; Fran Ulmer, who 

           20    is now the head of that at the University of Alaska at 

           21    Fairbanks; NOAA was there; the Department of Energy.  

           22              And they spent the day asking questions, just as 

           23    you did, and we had to tell all of them who was talking to 

           24    who and where we are in this process, that we are working 

           25    with NOAA, we are working with the North Slope Borough, we 
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            1    are working with the USGS, so that questions that you are 

            2    asking, we have answers to, that people are working 

            3    together.  

            4              Because you know, we have -- it's not just the 

            5    whales.  It's the seals, it's the walrus, it's the fishes, 

            6    it's the benthic communities, the impacts and potential 

            7    impacts to the subsistence lifestyles and the culture.  

            8    It's all connected.  And so they were asking those 

            9    questions, just like you are asking, what are you doing, 

           10    and we had to give them the answers.  And the President is 

           11    watching.  

           12                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  As far as you talk 

           13    about the animals, what worries me a lot is those 

           14    microscopic animals, those small animals or the animals 

           15    that can't swim, but are driven by the current, moving by 

           16    a current.  So that's the ones that are impacted most.  I 

           17    think we should look at them more closely than the ones 

           18    that we can see.

           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's right.  That's 

           20    right.  The bowhead whale eats the very small animals, the 

           21    plankton that float in the water.

           22                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  The food chains that 

           23    float in the water.

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good 

           25    observation.  I know we are working on it.  We've got to 
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            1    make sure that that's -- that is very important.  

            2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Going back to one 

            3    of the statements you made, you said you got the GPS from 

            4    one of the whaling captains that got the furthest from -- 

            5    do you know how many miles it was?  

            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  How many miles he went 

            7    off?  

            8                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  The information you 

            9    got from the whaling captain, the furthest one out there.  

           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's on the map.  It 

           11    looks like spaghetti.  Do you know, Tim, offhand?  

           12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I do not.

           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It might be in here.  

           14    It's published, and you can see the area where they were 

           15    all out and it was many miles.

           16                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  My former captain, 

           17    Rossman, before GPS, the whale I helped caught with him 

           18    was -- took us over 12 hours to tow it in by five boats.  

           19    So if they are doing about three or four miles per hour 

           20    over 12 hours, you can --

           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thirty-six miles, 40 

           22    miles.  That's what we need to know.  Got it?  Bingo.  You 

           23    just impacted us.  

           24                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Billy Bodfish, for the 

           25    record.  We had fall whaling this year.  The minimum miles 
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            1    we saw or we went out to actually see a whale was 25 

            2    miles.  And so -- 

            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The furthest you went 

            4    out, you think?

            5                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  No, that's when we 

            6    started seeing whales, 25 miles.  And how far would you 

            7    move the deferral line or -- 

            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Tell us.  Right now it 

            9    will be at least 25 miles, at least.  Charles in the back 

           10    was telling us he thought maybe 40 miles, 45 miles.  

           11    That's what we want to know.  You tell us.  Based on your 

           12    experience whaling, where are you going to get the whales?  

           13    How far do you go out?  Tell so Mary can type it in.  That 

           14    goes into our analysis.  So you went out at least further 

           15    than 25.

           16                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah, just to see the 

           17    whales.  

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that basically is 

           19    very -- that's what Charles was saying.

           20                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah.

           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  That's what we 

           22    need to know.  And Jennifer, you got that and you are 

           23    going back to headquarters?

           24                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Uh-huh.

           25                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  I have a question.  You 
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            1    said you saw them at 25, but when did you actually -- 

            2                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  That's when we started 

            3    seeing the whales.  

            4                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  When did you actually 

            5    have success or other captains have success, what distance 

            6    beyond --

            7                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  At least 30, 35.   

            8                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  At least 30? 

            9                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah.

           10                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  What's the 

           11    farthest that you ever go out?  

           12                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  I don't remember.  

           13    It's far, though.

           14                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  A lot further 

           15    than that.  

           16                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  They towed the whale 

           17    17 hours this fall.

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Seventeen hours at three 

           19    miles an hour coming back, you think?  

           20                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  That's at least 

           21    50 miles.

           22                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I think the whale 

           23    they was talking about, when they started towing it, it 

           24    was -- they called in that they were about 33 miles 

           25    straight out.  
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            1                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And you said you 

            2    only did the bowhead, the GPS tracking for the bowhead?  

            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That one experiment was 

            4    just with the bowhead captains.

            5                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Have you ever 

            6    considered walrus?  Because with the sea ice declining, 

            7    you have to go farther and farther to get and reach the 

            8    walrus.  

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  And now some of 

           10    the walrus are coming onto the shore instead of the ice.  

           11                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And also from what 

           12    I remember, a few years back they were at -- the ice was 

           13    at least 30 miles out.  So that might be another thing to 

           14    consider to extend the -- 

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The study?  

           16                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Yeah.  

           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  We need to 

           18    hear this input.  

           19                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Terry Tagarook, for 

           20    the record.  And what the people are saying that the 

           21    buffer zone should be increased to at least 50 miles 

           22    because we don't know when the whale migration come from 

           23    the east and the oil activities are happening in the 

           24    Prudhoe Bay area; they might be diverted or going out 

           25    further and then coming close to where our fall whaling 
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            1    occurs.  And there is also feeding areas that we know 

            2    there are out there where they always feed.  This document 

            3    you have, the study is three volumes, right?  

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  It brings all the 

            5    research together.

            6                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  So all the 

            7    information that our Elders told us is all up here, is 

            8    verbal.  It's not written.  

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.

           10                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  And these are Elders 

           11    that are going to be maybe -- I'm thankful that the Elders 

           12    are here, and while they are here we are learning from 

           13    them; but they are not going to be here forever.  And this 

           14    is something that our history that has been passed on from 

           15    generation to generation has been verbal and not written.  

           16    And if we try to write it on snow, it would melt in the 

           17    summer.  And I'll be satisfied with that 50-mile increase 

           18    on the buffer zone where the whalers can have access to 

           19    the whales before they hit just in case you do have 

           20    development; then give us that option of shutting down 

           21    during the fall whaling.  

           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  Okay.

           23                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  And the information 

           24    that our Elders have always taught us is to show respect.  

           25    If the government learn how to respect our people, all the 
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            1    people along the coast, the Natives, the aboriginals of 

            2    the United States, there will be no problem.  If they 

            3    learn how to listen to us instead of making routes and 

            4    regulation, the cubbyhole at the capital, Capitol Hill.  

            5    They should at least come to us prior to making the draft 

            6    or regulations to see if it will work up here in the 

            7    Arctic where we live, not make at the Capitol Hill where 

            8    the environment is just brick walls or no snow, no tundra 

            9    or the ocean.  

           10              They don't realize our big our ocean is.  And 

           11    they just know about the lease sales that are happening.  

           12    They don't know the coastline.  Our people did learn by 

           13    experiencing the events that happened, spring, summer, 

           14    fall, winter.  We live by seasons.  And we survive with 

           15    whatever the seasons brought.  And this is something that 

           16    people at the federal level should learn to understand.  

           17    And things up here, when we try to get food, expensive.  

           18    And the gas very, very expensive.  About $6 a gallon here.  

           19    And in some places it's $9 a gallon.  So our heating and 

           20    our gas is very expensive.  And why is it?  

           21              We have Prudhoe Bay up there with all that oil.  

           22    We are a lot closer to it.  How come we can't get gas to 

           23    the villages that needs it more for the cold winters?  And 

           24    I believe that if people at Capitol Hill learn to come and 

           25    talk with us first before making the regulations, then 
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            1    everything will be easier than writing up something else.

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for 

            3    your comment, and that is some good wisdom.  Thank you 

            4    very much for your comment.  That was important.  We still 

            5    have -- we still have at least one sweet left.  Is there 

            6    more coffee there?  Sorry.  John, we have to learn to get 

            7    more coffee next time.  

            8                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So I'm curious to know 

            9    how many agencies you coordinate with in Wainwright.  

           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's why we are here.  

           11    We are coordinating with you.  

           12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  The corporations, the 

           13    tribal office such as myself, the City of Wainwright, the 

           14    North Slope Borough.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not as many as we 

           16    should.  Not as many as we should.  It's very important 

           17    that we meet with the Native villages.  We need to meet 

           18    with the Native corporations, to meet with the North Slope 

           19    Borough.  We do meet with a lot of them.  We need to do 

           20    better.  I mean, you hit the nail on the head, I believe.  

           21    The Secretary just came out with a new regulation on 

           22    improving our communication with the tribes, and we need 

           23    to take that very seriously.  And we are going to.  We 

           24    need help with it.  And any help you could give us is 

           25    appreciated.
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            1                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  What Rossman was 

            2    saying about the pressure ridges that were forming in 

            3    the '40s, we are not seeing any more that size.  They are 

            4    not as thick as they used to be.  And global warming is 

            5    playing an effect on our ocean.  And I forgot to mention 

            6    that seals were being found -- the ringed seals were being 

            7    found having loss of hair and lesions on the head and some 

            8    kind of sickness going among the seals.  If that should 

            9    occur, will it affect our whales, the oogruk, some kind of 

           10    disease that's going around among the ringed seals.  We 

           11    would like to keep those other species healthy.  

           12              And these are some things that we need to 

           13    remember before you do any actions on exploration or 

           14    development.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Mary has got it 

           16    in there.  Thank you.  This side of the room is very quiet 

           17    over here.  This side of the room is having all the 

           18    action.  Please, we don't want you to leave and feel you 

           19    should have said something.  I don't want to be a 

           20    schoolteacher and point at everybody.  Anybody else?  We 

           21    are not in a hurry to leave.  We don't get here as often 

           22    as we should.  Marjorie, you are not going to -- 

           23                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  (Shakes head.) 

           24    I've got a cold.  

           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  You have got a 
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            1    cold.

            2                    MS. RENEE ORR:  I couldn't find that map 

            3    but we can get that.

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will find the map 

            5    with all the GPS.  

            6                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  One other comment.  I 

            7    hope you do your homework real good and make the rest of 

            8    the people along the Slope understand what the reason this 

            9    is for, then I don't think you guys will have any problem 

           10    coasting along.  

           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

           12                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  You are welcome.  

           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jennifer, you hear that?  

           14                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Yes.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  When I have new friends 

           16    come from Washington, I want to make sure that they hear 

           17    what people say.  It's real important.  It was new to me, 

           18    and it's a good thing.  You have a new friend, Charles.  

           19    Anyone else?

           20                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  There were some 

           21    questions that I have in mind on the first part, but you 

           22    went through that whole program so fast, I can't remember 

           23    what they are.  

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are going to go back 

           25    and we are going to make sure you hear everything.  You 
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            1    tell us where to stop.

            2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I told you I can't 

            3    remember what it is.  

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will find it.

            5                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Because I was 

            6    looking at that last one so much.  On that one real quick.  

            7    How come you -- the right side, you made it look like 

            8    Texas.  

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Christmas, green and 

           10    red?  

           11                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Are you comparing 

           12    Alaska with Texas?

           13                    MS. RENEE ORR:  This should really be the 

           14    map of the -- the red really means no.  Red is stop.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You say Texas, we are 

           16    comparing with Texas?  

           17                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  The one right 

           18    there, that one up there, the right side.  You are 

           19    comparing Texas with Alaska.  

           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It looks like Texas?  I 

           21    went to school in Texas and then I came to Alaska, and 

           22    Alaska is bigger than Texas.  That really upsets them.  I 

           23    hear Alaskans call Texans their little friends.  You got 

           24    me.

           25                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  You know, Inupiat 
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            1    Community of the Arctic Slope just did a ballot on whether 

            2    or not we support offshore development.  

            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.

            4                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you guys even 

            5    looked at those numbers?  I was just thinking about it.  

            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know we have had the 

            7    numbers in the office, and it's part of the process on 

            8    what ICAS thought.  And so, yeah, we got the numbers, and 

            9    that's being considered.  It's part of the process.  ICAS 

           10    is very important, as well as the Native villages and the 

           11    North Slope Borough, the Native corporations, the 

           12    individual whaling captains, the Alaska Eskimo Whaling 

           13    Commission.  We want everybody to have a part.  But yeah, 

           14    that's something that's considered.  

           15              And then the new mayor of the North Slope 

           16    Borough, she has, like, I think, seven points she came out 

           17    with.  And so we are studying those, and then we are going 

           18    to meet with her next week.  

           19                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I just now 

           20    remember.  You mentioned that sound that will affect the 

           21    animals, the whales are very sensitive because I know even 

           22    when I was off Icy Cape, they were doing seismic.  And 

           23    they were expecting the whales to come by around the 

           24    latter part of April, the first part of May, all of May 

           25    and June.  
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            1              But after that seismic, I was down there when -- 

            2    in front of my -- at Icy Cape hunting.  We ran into that 

            3    test lab, or whatever you call that, for seismic testing.  

            4    They went straight out to the ice, and we don't know how 

            5    far they went, but it was out in the ocean.  And that 

            6    spring we never -- got not one whale because I was out 

            7    there whaling around with everybody else.  And the whales 

            8    are very sensitive to sound, and those lease sales, if 

            9    they start developing, it's going to -- our Elders a long 

           10    time ago used to say they won't go up near any sound, or 

           11    an iceberg that's grounded.  They will go around it.  That 

           12    much I know.  Even though we go 20, 30, 40 miles out, 

           13    there were still none.  

           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is very important.  

           15                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  From Icy Cape they 

           16    turned straight out and they come back and right around 

           17    Barrow.  When you talk about developing oil, I don't know.  

           18    We need to have development during the summer or after the 

           19    whaling season.  But those whales are down just going 

           20    around Cape Lisburne probably and from that seismic 

           21    testing went -- so that's one of the main points on not 

           22    disturbing our animals, especially the whales.  

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  We take 

           24    that very seriously.  And I think the most permits for 

           25    seismic given was, like, in the '80s.  And then there was 
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            1    a passage of the Marine Mammal Protection Act, and then we 

            2    enforced having marine mammal observers on these vessels 

            3    that is run by NOAA.  They are involved in that process.  

            4    So we take sound in the ocean as a very serious thing, 

            5    something we have to consider, and we have to make sure 

            6    whatever we do does not impact subsistence lifestyles.  

            7    That's very important to us.  And knowing that whales 

            8    could divert because of noise is something we need to know 

            9    and we need to factor into this.  We cannot impact the 

           10    subsistence lifestyles.  We understand.

           11                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  That ocean out 

           12    there is like a loudspeaker to the animals.  They will 

           13    hear even if you shoot a bullet right in the water, a 

           14    captain, they are going to hear it about 30, 40 miles out.  

           15    That's how much sound carries because they have got 

           16    eardrums; I don't know what they are made of.  They are 

           17    probably like a boom.  

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

           19                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So with all this 

           20    offshore activity happening, you got vessels, you got, you 

           21    know, helicopters, planes, whatever.  That is going to 

           22    affect onshore, too, ain't it?  

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's covered 

           24    partially in the document, as well.  Air quality is looked 

           25    at, helicopter traffic, boat traffic.  You are right.  
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            1    It's not just a little area offshore.  It's a big area and 

            2    everything that goes with it.

            3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I was doing some 

            4    caribou hunting last season up river, and there was a 

            5    plane that's just flying scaring caribou everywhere.  I 

            6    happened to be in a staff committee meeting not too long 

            7    ago, and I happened to actually meet the person.  

            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That was flying the 

            9    plane?

           10                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Yeah.

           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What was he doing?    

           12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  He was flying in the 

           13    plane with the pilot.  He was saying they were doing some 

           14    studies on some fish.  There is no fish on tundra.  They 

           15    are in the rivers.  I mean, the plane was like on high 

           16    hills and everything like that.  Man, I seen him with my 

           17    own eyes, you know.  I mean, do you guys stand on honesty?  

           18    You know -- 

           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We need to hear things 

           20    like that, and if there ever was the actual drilling for 

           21    exploration and development, our sister agency, BSEE, the 

           22    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, a big E, 

           23    they are the cops.  If there is something like that going 

           24    on that's not right, you tell them they and they look into 

           25    it.  You are eyes and ears.
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            1                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I love traditional 

            2    foods, you know.  It happens by season or it's given to me 

            3    or sometimes I have to buy it or trade.  Okay.  And I want 

            4    my -- I want my kids to be able to have the same foods as 

            5    I did, same knowledge.  I mean, you know, same traditional 

            6    ways and stories and whatever, you know.  There is a real 

            7    big difference in the culture.  I don't see -- I don't see 

            8    too many cultures gathering to give or sharing food.  

            9    Okay.  Such as blanket toss or Christmas gathering or 

           10    Thanksgiving gathering.  When these kind of activities 

           11    happen, then there is a lot of sharing happening.  Okay.  

           12    The traditional foods.  And I depend on that food.  And 

           13    the thought of it being taken away kind of scares me.  I 

           14    mean, not just from me, but my kids -- 

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Exactly.

           16                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  -- 10, 20 years down 

           17    the road.  I mean, you know, you all heard about that 

           18    Prudhoe Bay, it started off real small, right?  Now it's 

           19    everywhere.  Is that what's going to happen here, too?  I 

           20    mean, you know.  

           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's why we are here 

           22    talking to you so that you can say that and it gets in the 

           23    record.  That's important.  And that's why in the document 

           24    it says that even though we say these are big areas, we 

           25    are moving away from this regional leasing and moving into 
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            1    a smaller area with a smaller footprint if anything is 

            2    allowed to happen because that's important.  

            3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  And really how will it 

            4    help us?  How?  Can you tell me that?  

            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.

            6                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Can you tell me?  

            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can't guarantee that, 

            8    Ira.  But there is factors in the economy, et cetera, in 

            9    the document.

           10                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  All the foods that are 

           11    helping us today live, survive, by medicine even, and all 

           12    that.  There is change everywhere.  Even in Wainwright.  

           13    Change is happening.  Okay.  Some people are for it and 

           14    some people are not but, you know, I don't know.  It just 

           15    kind of scares me to see my kid, you know, he won't be 

           16    able to eat what I -- eat what we live off on.  

           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Don't let us forget.  

           18                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  The culture, you know 

           19    what I mean?  The culture.  

           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, sir.  Don't let us 

           21    forget.

           22                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Where is all the money 

           23    going to go?  Who is going to have all that money, you 

           24    know?  Us or is it going to go Outside?  Where is all the 

           25    work, you know?  Who is going to be coming in for work?  
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            1    The local people or the Outside?  

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.

            3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  How is it going to 

            4    benefit the community?  

            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.  Food 

            6    for thought.  It's in the record.  Thank you.  I still see 

            7    energy out there.  This side of the room is falling 

            8    behind.  This side is chatter.

            9                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I'd like to make a 

           10    comment on what you have been doing with the studies.  And 

           11    with the Administration changing, the presidential and 

           12    everything, the people back in the government will have 

           13    changes with the Administration.  And what you guys 

           14    going -- studying will not be looked at as proper by some 

           15    of the people that are not there now, but with this 

           16    Administration changing they might say no, it's not going 

           17    to work.  It might be different thoughts from different 

           18    Administrations.

           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good comment, 

           20    but one thing we can say is the Secretary cannot have a 

           21    sale unless it's in a five-year plan.  So right now if 

           22    this plan gets approved in late 2010 and there is one sale 

           23    in the Chukchi and one sale in the Beaufort, if that 

           24    happens, during that time period they could be canceled, 

           25    but they cannot be added to.  Did I speak correctly, 
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            1    Renee?  

            2                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Uh-huh.  

            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what we are talking 

            4    about now sets the tone not only from 2012 to 2017, but it 

            5    can only get less.  It can't get more.  And then things 

            6    that would occur, the exploration and possibly 

            7    development, is years down the line after more study, more 

            8    discussion and more analysis.  So there is wisdom in what 

            9    you say, Terry.  And that's why I like to say nothing is 

           10    in stone until it actually happens.  

           11              You know, some oil companies wanted to be out 

           12    drilling last year.  Now they are talking about drilling 

           13    in 2012, but the process is not over yet.  There are still 

           14    permits to do.  There are still more analyses to do, and 

           15    they have not been given a green light.  One step at a 

           16    time.

           17                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  It's the same with 

           18    any entity, as the Administration changes, you know, the 

           19    last Administration can talk about it and make a plan, but 

           20    with a new Administration, it might be put aside and 

           21    forgotten.  

           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It could be put aside 

           23    and there could be no lease sales.  You are right.  

           24    Correct.  You know your civics.  Anybody else?  I don't 

           25    want to make people sit here.
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            1                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Like I said before, if 

            2    you do your homework right, you can make things 

            3    materialize, and that's all there is to it.

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We know we are trying to 

            5    do our homework and make sure everybody is watching us do 

            6    our homework, and you have got to give us the grade to 

            7    make sure we got an A.

            8                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  We will find out if 

            9    anything materializes.  

           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Pardon me?  

           11                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  The only way we will 

           12    find out if anything materializes.  

           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Something could happen 

           14    by late 2012.  That would be the plan that's approved and 

           15    then maybe lease sales in the years to come.

           16                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Just listening to the 

           17    people of Anaktuvuk concerning a road to Umiak with the 

           18    caribou migration scares me.  I mean, nowadays they don't 

           19    even get caribou.  And all those mammals that migrate in 

           20    the ocean, all kinds of activity happening out there, they 

           21    are going to -- the migration is going to change because 

           22    five years is a -- they are going to want to come back, 

           23    but you are still going to be there, right?  

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good point.  Good point.  

           25    Very good point.  Thank you.  And it's in the record.
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            1                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  How many more times 

            2    will there be on the draft?  Are you going to be back on 

            3    the final?  Are there any more trips while they are 

            4    working on the draft itself, or will we see you after the 

            5    final?  

            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  After the final comes 

            7    out, if there is any lease sales, then we would come back 

            8    for an individual lease sale EIS.  So yes, we are going to 

            9    be back, but after this is finalized early next year.  

           10                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  What if there is 

           11    drastic changes within five years?  

           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If there is drastic 

           13    changes, then we have the flexibility to change things.  

           14    If we see that there is major changes and a lease sale is 

           15    not right or it's in the wrong place, it can be changed.  

           16    It can be canceled.  You know -- 

           17                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  But we will be made 

           18    aware of it?  

           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  This 

           20    Administration, President Obama, Secretary of the Interior 

           21    wants a transparent process.  That's why we come and 

           22    bother you now more often.

           23                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Thank you.

           24                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  One last question.  I 

           25    have a curfew.  One last question:  Will they listen if 
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            1    they say -- if I said no?  

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are listening, and 

            3    we will take that message back, but one thing about 

            4    transparency -- and I think we all know this -- 

            5    transparency doesn't mean you always get what you want, 

            6    but you know you were listened to.  So we will take that 

            7    message back from Terry, if that's what your comment is, 

            8    no.  

            9                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  When you look at 

           10    history, the government has always been the one that broke 

           11    treaties.  

           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will make sure we 

           13    don't.

           14                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  That's my thoughts 

           15    for tonight.  

           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good night.  Thank you, 

           17    Terry.  We don't have to stay till 10:00, but I don't want 

           18    people to leave and not feel they were heard.  I also 

           19    don't want to be a nag.  

           20              We will get you that map.

           21                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So do you have write-in 

           22    comments available?  

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, yeah.  You can send 

           24    in write-in comments.  Absolutely.  Send them in.  There 

           25    is the address.  If you go to the website, you can send 
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            1    them -- you can get a link to that on how to send it in.  

            2    You can send handwritten comments to Jim Bennett.  You can 

            3    take one of the disks.  All the information is there.  So 

            4    you can give us comment tonight.  You can send written 

            5    comments.  You can get into the website.  Any way you want 

            6    to give us comments of those ways, we will get into there.  

            7    We don't want to exclude anybody.  Anything else?  Going 

            8    once, going twice.  Okay.  

            9              Let's do something a little bit different.  

           10    Mr. Peetook, is there a closing prayer you can give?  Is 

           11    there a closing prayer?  

           12               (Closing prayer offered by Rossman Peetook.)

           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:   Thank you very much for 

           14    coming.  

           15               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:54 p.m.)

           16               

           17               

           18               

           19               

           20               

           21               

           22               

           23               

           24               

           25               
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very
  3    much for coming tonight.  But before we get into
  4    introductions and who we are and why we are here, let's
  5    start out with something very, very important.
  6    Mr. Rossman Peetook has agreed to start us off with a
  7    blessing.
  8               (Blessing offered by Rossman Peetook.)
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you
 10    very, very much, Mr. Peetook.
 11              Good evening.  Thank you for coming.  I
 12    understand we have had some snow over the last weekend,
 13    quite a bit here.  It's kind of cold out and windy, so
 14    thank you for coming this evening.
 15              Before we get into all of the details on why we
 16    are here, I'm going to tell you who we are.  Okay?  My
 17    name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the Regional Director for Alaska
 18    for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be
 19    previously referred as Minerals Management Service and
 20    then the Bureau of Ocean Energy Regulation, Management and
 21    Enforcement.  Now we are just BOEM, Bureau of Ocean Energy
 22    Management.  And I'll explain a little bit of that a
 23    little bit later.  But who the rest of us are.
 24              Well, I'm from the regional office in Anchorage.
 25    From our headquarters office in Washington, D.C., we have
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  1    got Renee Orr.  Renee is the Chief of Strategic Resources,
  2    and I'll explain her role as we get further into the
  3    mini-presentation.  We have got Jennifer Culbertson.
  4    Where is Jennifer?  Jennifer is also from Washington, D.C.
  5    She's involved in the EIS that we helped them with.  And
  6    I'll point out what she does, as well.  We have got Tim
  7    Holder.  Where is Tim?  Tim holder is now in headquarters
  8    Washington, D.C., but he lived in Alaska how many years?
  9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Twenty-five.
 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Twenty-five years in
 11    Nome and Anchorage, right?  So he decided to go to
 12    Washington, D.C. and tell them how to do it.
 13              We also have Nancy Deschu.  Nancy is a water
 14    quality specialist and also a biologist that works with
 15    our headquarters folks.  John Callahan is our public
 16    affairs officer, and he just ran to get coffee.  And I
 17    told him if he doesn't bring coffee back, we are not going
 18    to unlock the door.
 19              Rob McWhorter is from Argonne National Labs, and
 20    he helps us putting the documents together, this big thing
 21    we are going to talk about very briefly, and also with
 22    logistics.
 23              And last, but not least, the second most
 24    important person in the room -- you are the most
 25    important.  We want to hear from you.  The second-most
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  1    important person is Mary Vavrik.  Mary Vavrik is writing
  2    down everything we say.  It's very, very important.
  3              Tonight's meeting is not about us.  It's about
  4    you and what you think.  And so we changed our meetings a
  5    bit.  In the past we would come up here and we would say
  6    talk to us.  And many of you have told us in the past that
  7    you don't tell us what we are talking about.  Why is this
  8    important?  So we have listened to you and so we have
  9    changed our meetings a bit so we can walk you through why
 10    we're here, why we are taking up time in your evenings and
 11    why it's so important we hear from you now.
 12              What we are going to talk about tonight is the
 13    2010 to 2017 five-year plan for oil and gas and the draft
 14    environmental impact statement, this big book here, and
 15    what this tells us about the environmental concerns.
 16    Okay.  It's a draft document.  It's not done yet.  That's
 17    why we're here to tell you what it is.
 18              Now, I mentioned that we are from the Bureau of
 19    Ocean Energy Management.  It used to be the Minerals
 20    Management Service.  And then we all know what happened on
 21    April 20, 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico:  Deepwater Horizon.
 22    Well, that caused us all to think things through.  And we
 23    had one agency that did the leasing, that did the science,
 24    and the same agency also collected the money, and the same
 25    agency did the inspections.  And whether they were real or
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  1    whether they were perceptions, there may be conflict
  2    there.  We have to make sure we know what we are doing and
  3    we focus on that.
  4              So President Obama and Secretary of Interior Ken
  5    Salazar broke our MMS up into three parts.  We are from
  6    the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  We are responsible
  7    for the leasing, the five-year plan, the environmental
  8    documents, and the science.  Okay?  The Office of Natural
  9    Resources Revenue, they collect the money.  They do their
 10    thing, but they don't impact us.  Our job is to focus on
 11    the science, the environmental assessments, working with
 12    our stakeholders and determining where and when is the
 13    right time to do any oil and gas, if at all.
 14              Then the inspectors and the people that do the
 15    engineering and they write the rules and they do the
 16    enforcement, they are in BSEE, the Bureau of Safety and
 17    Environmental Enforcement.  They don't worry about what we
 18    do, per se.  They don't worry about the money.  Their only
 19    job is safety and environmental compliance.  So we all
 20    have our jobs.  We talk to each other, of course, but I
 21    know what my job is.  Renee knows what her job is.  The
 22    people, the engineers, the inspectors, they know what
 23    their job is.  That's what they focus on.  And then the
 24    money people, the Office of Natural Resource Revenue, they
 25    focus on the money.  They are over there.  Okay?  They
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  1    don't influence what we do.  All right?
  2              Now, why are we here tonight?  And if any of my
  3    colleagues want to jump in and help me out, please do.  If
  4    you go back to a thing, this Outer Continental Shelf Lands
  5    Act that goes back into the '50s, it says, "It is hereby
  6    declared to be the policy of the United States that the
  7    Outer Continental Shelf is a vital national resource held
  8    by the federal government for the public" -- that's
  9    y'all -- "which should be made available for expeditious
 10    and orderly development subject to environmental
 11    safeguards in a manner which is consistent with the
 12    maintenance of competition and other national needs."
 13    Okay.  That's the law that tells us what to do.
 14              To go into some of the details a bit, the
 15    Secretary of Interior cannot have a lease sale off your
 16    coast unless it's in a five-year plan.  Right now we are
 17    in the 2007 to 2012 five-year plan.  That was decided many
 18    years ago, five years ago.  And there were some lease
 19    sales scheduled in the Arctic.  Well, those aren't in
 20    stone.  We all know what happened in April 20, 2010, the
 21    Deepwater Horizon.  The Secretary decided to take a
 22    cautious approach to the Arctic even before that happened.
 23    And so some of the lease sales that were scheduled during
 24    this current five-year plan were cancelled.  He said let's
 25    take a reality check.  Let's slow it down and be cautious.
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  1              So the things we are talking about tonight,
  2    nothing is in stone for several years yet, but we have to
  3    start the conversation.
  4              Now, these five-year plans have to be done every
  5    five years.  And some of the times we have come up here,
  6    several of you have told us, why do you keep coming back.
  7    We told you this, the same thing, every year.  It's not
  8    that we don't believe you, but the law says before the
  9    Secretary has a five-year plan, you have to go talk to the
 10    taxpayer, your boss, y'all, to see what they think.  And
 11    so that's why we keep coming back.  We are not here
 12    because we don't believe you.  It's because the law says
 13    we have to listen to you every several years to make sure
 14    that's what you think.  And if you tell us the same thing,
 15    that's fine.  If you change something, that's fine, too.
 16    But the law says come up to villages like Wainwright here,
 17    get input before the Secretary has a new plan.
 18              Okay.  So that's why we are here; not to take up
 19    your time, not to impact the holidays, but to make sure
 20    the Secretary has what he or she needs to make a decision.
 21              And John brought coffee, so that's why the door
 22    is unlocked.
 23              All right.  Now, to be very brief, this is what
 24    we are talking about, this five-year plan.  It's very
 25    general.  It's not real specific.  It's very broad.  We
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  1    are going to talk about maybe some lease sales, but those
  2    won't be decided for a couple of years yet, so this is
  3    very broad in our discussion, right, Renee?
  4                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Right.  It's from a
  5    national perspective, the whole country.
  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  When we talk about
  7    regional lease sales, we come back up here and start the
  8    process again.  Then there may be exploration.  Okay.
  9    Remember, there hasn't been a well drilled in the Alaska
 10    Arctic for about nine years now.  Maybe next year, maybe
 11    next year for Shell.  They have a plan in.  We
 12    contingently approved the plan, but they have more work to
 13    do, so that's not a given.  So there would be about ten
 14    years before anyone has been allowed to drill a well, even
 15    though they have had the leases.
 16              Just because someone has a lease doesn't mean
 17    they can go out and do what they want.  They still have
 18    to -- we still have to have a lease sale.  We still have
 19    to do the NEPA and follow the laws for exploration, then
 20    production and decommissioning.  Right now we are at this
 21    stage for the next five-year plan.  This is the
 22    environmental document that was finished last month that
 23    says what the impact might be if we go on with these lease
 24    sales, which are not definitive yet.  We are still in the
 25    discussion stage.  That's why we are here.
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  1              Okay.  Now, for the five-year plan we are
  2    talking about, 2012 to '17, there are six areas where
  3    there may be lease sales.  The eastern, central, and
  4    western Gulf of Mexico.  In Alaska, maybe one sale in Cook
  5    Inlet, depending if industry is interested, and maybe one
  6    sale in the Chukchi or the Beaufort.  The Beaufort Sea, if
  7    there is a sale, will be no earlier than 2015.  And if
  8    there is a sale in the Chukchi area, it would be no
  9    earlier than 2016.  The reason for that is that gives time
 10    for more discussion.  That gives time for more science to
 11    be done.  It also gives time that if there is exploration
 12    in the Chukchi Sea next year or the year after that, that
 13    information -- is there oil there, did the oil companies
 14    find anything if they are allowed to drill -- might tell
 15    us more on what we should do with those sales.  So nothing
 16    is in stone yet.  We are here for discussion.  Have I
 17    covered that right?
 18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Absolutely.
 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  She's from headquarters.
 20    I make sure that I do this right.
 21              Now, focusing more on the Arctic.  Again, I said
 22    for the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea area -- that's how I
 23    understand it's pronounced, Beaufort Sea -- and the
 24    Chukchi, there are already areas that will not be
 25    considered.  We have got areas off of Barrow and areas off
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  1    of Kaktovik that are very important for subsistence
  2    whaling.  There is also a 25-mile buffer here off the
  3    Chukchi area because of whaling and subsistence issues.
  4    Now, that's as small as it could get.  As we go through
  5    the process --
  6                    MS. RENEE ORR:  As big as it could get.
  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They could get bigger.
  8    They could get bigger.  The deferral areas could be
  9    bigger.  If we find out that's not the right size, it may
 10    be bigger.  It could be bigger.  If these two areas off
 11    the Beaufort Sea are not big enough from what we hear, we
 12    can discuss that, too.  The point is that every region is
 13    different.  This is not the Gulf of Mexico.  It is not
 14    California.  It's not the Atlantic coast off of New Jersey
 15    and those kind of places.  This is the Arctic.  One size
 16    does not fit all.  If these areas are too big, with the
 17    information we are getting from you all and others, the
 18    actual lease sales, if they occur, could be smaller.
 19    Okay?  So this is just where we start.
 20              Okay.  Then the Cook Inlet, I'll just throw that
 21    in there.  There may be one sale as early as 2013 if
 22    industry is interested, and then if they are interested,
 23    of course, there would have to be another environmental
 24    document done for Cook Inlet.  If they are not interested,
 25    we don't go down that path.
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  1              Okay.  What is the EIS process?  This is a big
  2    document here.  This is just for this five-year program.
  3    It covers the Gulf of Mexico and also the Arctic and also
  4    Cook Inlet.  The whole process is to disclose everything,
  5    what is being thought about right now, to involve the
  6    public.  That's why we come here and we take the time out
  7    of your busy schedules near a holiday.  And my wife is
  8    upset, too.  She's out shopping for Christmas, and here I
  9    am.  But this is important.  So we need to involve the
 10    public.
 11              We have to identify and evaluate alternatives.
 12    Our 15 sales, you know, three in Alaska, and then 12 in
 13    the Gulf of Mexico, really what should be done?  So we
 14    have these alternatives in the document where, okay,
 15    alternative one is to have 15 lease sales in six planning
 16    areas.  Is that the best idea?  What do people think?
 17    It's outlined in here in terms of the potential
 18    environmental impacts.  What is the right thing to do?  We
 19    have to disclose this.  We have to involve the public.  We
 20    have to identify any alternatives.
 21              Avoid negative impacts.  Okay.  The OCS Lands
 22    Act requires us to balance economics with the environment
 23    and everything else that goes with it.  Up here in the
 24    Chukchi and the Beaufort, subsistence hunting and
 25    subsistence lifestyles are incredibly important.  We
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  1    cannot impact that.  That's something that is different
  2    than, let's say, the Gulf of Mexico.  They have shrimp
  3    fishermen and things like that, but it's a different type
  4    of fishing, a different type of hunting.  It's not the
  5    same as in the Arctic.  It's a totally different
  6    environment.  We understand that.  What's important to the
  7    communities up here has to be factored into this
  8    discussion and decision.
  9              And to identify environmental analyses and to
 10    bring everything together, you end up with something this
 11    big.
 12              Okay.  What are some of the things that we talk
 13    about in this document?  This is a draft document.  Before
 14    it went -- was published, we sent out calls for
 15    information.  Tell us what you think.  What should be in
 16    the document?  When we got information from the public,
 17    when we went to Nome, when we went to USGS, when we went
 18    to the Park Service, when we went to the North Slope
 19    Bureau fisheries scientists, when we went to all of them,
 20    things began to bubble up on the kind of things we need to
 21    consider for this document, everything from seismic
 22    surveying that create noise, drilling, service vessels.
 23              We hear that -- and we know now from the facts
 24    that there is not as much ice as there used to be.  There
 25    is a lot more shipping up there.  You know, transportation
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  1    of commercial goods, even recreational boaters have been
  2    up here.  So there is a lot more noise.  Service vessels,
  3    bottom disturbance.  If there were drilling, there might
  4    be pipelines.  There is going to be anchoring.  Air
  5    emissions, air quality, coastal activities, pipeline.  If
  6    they bring the oil ashore, if they drill and if they find
  7    oil and if it goes to development -- and that's a lot of
  8    ifs -- a pipeline, where is it going to come ashore?  That
  9    has to be considered.
 10              Support facilities.  If they are going to have
 11    this activity go offshore in your garden, what kind of
 12    support facilities are they going to need?  What impact
 13    could that have?  People like Nancy, people like Jennifer
 14    have to look at that and say, okay, this is the
 15    environment.  This is what could happen.  What's the
 16    impact?  What's the potential.
 17              Accidental oil spills, an area of very hot
 18    debate.  Cleaning up oil in the Arctic, everyone knows
 19    that is really, really difficult and it cannot be allowed
 20    to occur.  The best way to clean up an oil spill is not to
 21    let an oil spill occur.  So what are the safety factors
 22    involved?  Those are things that are being discussed now
 23    to make sure that if it occurs, everybody has their Ps and
 24    Qs in order because everyone is watching.
 25              Other things that are considered, marine and
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  1    coastal habitats, marine and coastal birds, fisheries,
  2    marine mammals, archeological resources.  What evidence is
  3    there of previous generations offshore we need to protect?
  4    Very important.  And also the socioeconomics.  How does it
  5    affect our communities if there is changes, if there is
  6    development?  All that has to be put into this document.
  7              Special considerations.  After the Deepwater
  8    Horizon accident, the tragedy, 11 people lost their lives,
  9    five million barrels of oil went into the ocean.  They are
 10    still cleaning it up.  We have to look at the risk.  What
 11    is the risk of a potential of that happening in the Arctic
 12    or in the Gulf of Mexico again?  What are the potential
 13    catastrophic impacts if this is to occur?
 14              Also climate change.  We are watching the
 15    Arctic.  NOAA just came out with a report last week that
 16    says there is a lot less ice than there was before.  It's
 17    impacting where polar bears go and walruses.  It's
 18    impacting where you go to fish and where you hunt.  All
 19    that has to be considered in a document like this put out
 20    to the public so you can help us make it better so the
 21    decisionmaker, the Secretary of the Interior, can make the
 22    right decision.
 23              So where are we in this process?  As I said, we
 24    come up here, myself and others, you see us probably more
 25    than you would like.
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  1                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Could you clarify
  2    what -- which part they are still cleaning up off the
  3    coast of Louisiana?
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's off the coast of
  5    Louisiana, certain areas and beaches, backwaters.
  6                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Not in Alaska?
  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, no, no, sir.  No,
  8    sir.  There has been no drilling in the Arctic going on
  9    nine years now, approaching ten years.  It's an area that
 10    we are watching very closely.  The Secretary is taking a
 11    very cautious approach.  Mistakes cannot be allowed to
 12    happen.  I mean, we all know that.  This is not the Gulf.
 13    It's a very harsh environment, very unforgiving.  You work
 14    out there.  You know.
 15              But where are we in the process?  It takes two
 16    to three years to get to where we are today, even before a
 17    decision is made.  This was starting to be discussed in
 18    August of 2008 when Renee's group said, look,
 19    Mr. Secretary, the current five-year plan goes from 2007
 20    to 2012.  When that plan expires, if you ever want to have
 21    any more lease sales, you have to have a new five-year
 22    plan.  So back in 2008, Renee's group went out to ask for
 23    information what people thought.  A draft proposed program
 24    came out in 2009, and we were up here talking to you all.
 25              Public comment and scoping materials went from
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  1    January of 2009 now to March 2011.  We then come out with
  2    a proposed program last month with an environmental impact
  3    statement.  And this is not the end of it.  This is just a
  4    draft document.  It will not be finalized and there will
  5    not be a decision till late in 2012.
  6              The point I'm trying to make is this is a long
  7    process.  It was intentionally made long so that we can
  8    talk to people and we can take your message back to
  9    headquarters.  That's where Renee is, who can sit down
 10    with the Secretary and his assistants to say this is what
 11    we have heard from our constituents before he makes a
 12    decision.  It's a long process.  It requires a lot of
 13    discussion.  It requires us to come up here and talk with
 14    you.  Again, we know you have busy schedules.  It's the
 15    holiday season.  It's in the evening.  But we are here
 16    because it's important.
 17              Now, this was put on the Web.  We mailed copies
 18    of this document to all the villages.  We've got CDs with
 19    the document.  It's now open for public comment.  You can
 20    submit comments through this process here, this website,
 21    or you can mail something to James Bennett at our
 22    headquarters office.  So there is lots of ways to do it.
 23              You know, one of the ways that's very important
 24    is to talk with people such as yourself and actually come
 25    to the villages.  Not everybody has time to sit down at
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  1    the computer and bang something out or to send us a note.
  2    So that's why we come out here, to say that the process is
  3    still ongoing.  There is an environmental document for
  4    anybody to read and comment on.  We take your comments.
  5    They collate them at headquarters, and they send them up
  6    the chain of command all the way up to the Secretary of
  7    Interior.  So that's why we are here.  That's what's going
  8    on.
  9              We have the maps.  We have the alternatives
 10    behind Renee where some sales would be dropped out.
 11    Someone will say, well, I like this one because it has
 12    everything of the above, but we exclude the Gulf of Mexico
 13    central sale.  Some people may say that.  Some folks may
 14    say we like everything up here, but we want to exclude the
 15    sale in the Chukchi.  Or we want to exclude Cook Inlet.
 16    Everything is on the table.  Nothing has been decided.
 17    You have a process here.  There is who to send information
 18    to.  We have got the disk on CD.
 19              Now, I have probably talked way too much.  And
 20    we are going to start the public comment period now.
 21    Something we tried recently -- and we have a lot of people
 22    in the room here.  We can either do it this way and we can
 23    ask people to step up and talk, or we can get in a circle.
 24    Does anyone have a preference?  Start with the Elders
 25    first.  How about since we have got a full room, we don't
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  1    go in the circle.  You want to go in the circle?  Do I
  2    hear any comments of sitting in a circle?
  3                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I guess it doesn't
  4    matter.
  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It doesn't matter?
  6    Okay.  Well, sir, would you like to start us off?  You
  7    said the blessing.
  8              All I'm asking is people -- so Mary can type and
  9    get all the information -- if she doesn't, she is going to
 10    come after me.  So we would like to know who would like to
 11    start off.  Rossman, would you like to start off with a
 12    comment?
 13                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  My name is Rossman
 14    Peetook from Wainwright.  I got something in my mind.  Is
 15    there any oil inland?  Is there any oil inland?  Is it dry
 16    now inland?
 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Is there any oil inland?
 18    Yes, that's -- the Bureau of Land Management is
 19    responsible for that.  We don't have responsibility
 20    onshore.  So that's a good question.  I believe the answer
 21    is yes.  But that's a different agency.  We are only
 22    responsible for offshore.  But you can comment on it.
 23                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Well, I'd rather see
 24    the oil companies work on inland, not in the ocean, but
 25    there is no way we can stop them if they want to go ahead
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  1    and drill out here.
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And thank you, Rossman.
  3    We can come back to you and you can comment again.
  4    Another comment?  Please, sir.
  5                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  My name is Charles
  6    Ekak.  I'd like to know how much percent you got to go for
  7    land oil instead of out in the sea.
  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What percentage?
  9                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Like you have any other
 10    place to go?
 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, the places for oil
 12    in the offshore plan -- and Renee, correct me if I'm
 13    wrong.  Right now the only things on the table in draft
 14    are the Beaufort, the Chukchi, Cook Inlet, and the Gulf of
 15    Mexico.  The Atlantic coast is off the map.  California is
 16    off the map.  North Aleutian Basin off of Alaska is off
 17    the map.  The other places in Alaska, the geologists say
 18    there is no oil there.  So the most of the oil in Alaska
 19    is the Chukchi and the Beaufort, they think.  But there
 20    hasn't been any wells drilled for nine years.
 21                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  The reason I said that
 22    was for the community, this is our -- they call garden and
 23    our backyard up there.  And it's our lifeline.
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Yes.
 25                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  As long as I know, if
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  1    you can make it understandable, we can have better
  2    communication.
  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, communication is
  4    where it's at.  That's why we are trying to come out here
  5    more and make presentations instead of just stand here so
  6    they know what you are thinking about in Washington.
  7                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Thank you.  That's all
  8    I got.
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
 10                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  My name is Billy
 11    Nashoalook.  On that book you call that, is that the same
 12    draft as you brought before in 2009, or was there some
 13    changes made from that first one?
 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If I'm not -- this is a
 15    new draft.  There was a -- the five-year draft proposed
 16    program, that went out for comment.  This is the first EIS
 17    draft that's about that new program.  It keeps growing, as
 18    you can see.  With all the new information, it gets bigger
 19    and bigger because we try to consider more and more.  So
 20    the answer to your question is this is a new draft for the
 21    proposed program that was commented on last year.
 22                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  And all those
 23    comments will be included in that?
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  And now we are
 25    getting more comments.  As I say, this is not going to be
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  1    finalized for several months until we get it right.  More
  2    comments?
  3                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  My name is Raymond
  4    Aguvluk.  I have been here all my life.  And you guys do,
  5    like, cleanup exercise on the ice before?  I mean, if
  6    there is an oil spill, you guys do exercises like this?
  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  There have been
  8    exercises we have done with the Norwegians.  We also have
  9    a huge tank in New Jersey.  It's 200 meters long, I
 10    believe 20 meters across, six meters deep that they can
 11    fill full of ice.  They can test equipment.  But we are
 12    not going to hide it.  Cleaning up oil in ice everyone
 13    knows is very difficult, extremely difficult.  On a good
 14    day, you've got to worry about staying alive in the
 15    Arctic.  You know that more than I do.
 16              So the subject of cleaning up oil in ice is a
 17    subject of research going on right now.  That's why the
 18    Secretary is taking a cautious approach to the Arctic and
 19    that's why anytime anything is allowed in the Arctic, we
 20    have to make sure the safety and the engineering is spot
 21    on.  There is no margin for error.  So the answer to your
 22    question, it's a subject of research going on right now.
 23                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So how long has this
 24    book been --
 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  This was just
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  1    released.  There is discussion about oil in here, the
  2    effects of oil.  Since it is ongoing research, a new lease
  3    sale would not occur in the Chukchi until 2016.  And the
  4    reason why the Secretary said there's not going to be a
  5    new sale until then is so that more research and more
  6    engineering can be giving thought to oil spills.  That's
  7    why it's further out in the program.  And if they are not
  8    ready, they can always cancel a sale like he did for the
  9    previous sales in the Chukchi and the Beaufort that were
 10    canceled.
 11                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  Thank you.
 12                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  In the statement,
 13    how deep will it be when you get close?  Because we all
 14    know when the ice goes about 30 feet high, the bottom is
 15    about three or four times longer underneath, and it tears
 16    up the bottom, ocean bottom.  How will that be studied?
 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's being looked at.
 18    And what would happen before they got that far is there
 19    would have to be an exploration well drilled, which hasn't
 20    been drilled for nine years.  Maybe next year, if all the
 21    permits are given to Shell, if.  Then if they choose to go
 22    back out if they find oil, then they would have to submit
 23    a development plan on how they would develop it and how
 24    they would get the product to shore.  How would they put
 25    the pipeline in?  Where would they put the pipeline.
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  1              Then we would have to write another book like
  2    this or books like this to explain what would happen if we
  3    let them do what they proposed.  So the simple answer to
  4    your question is that's not decided yet.  They would have
  5    to propose something, but first they have got to find oil.
  6    And then after they find oil, if they find oil, then they
  7    propose on a pipeline.  Then we have to do the environment
  8    analysis all over again.  And that can take years.
  9                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Then questions like
 10    ours, what we brought before the -- when they start
 11    developing the oil and what they found out there, those
 12    comments will be addressed?
 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Then we will be back.
 14    We have got to start the process again.  Have I missed
 15    anything, Renee?
 16                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Nope.  We will be here
 17    again.
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Renee is being very
 19    quiet, but she's a good friend of mine.  She's at
 20    headquarters.  She oversees the leasing process, resource
 21    evaluation -- that is, how much oil could be out there.
 22    Also the economics.  So she's one of the headquarters
 23    executives that helps to balance this out, and she meets
 24    with the Secretary more often than I do.  So it's really
 25    important that Renee is here.  Renee is one of our senior
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  1    leaders in headquarters.
  2              And this is so important, this five-year plan,
  3    that we have three people from headquarters here.  From
  4    the strategic resources, we have got Jennifer Culbertson
  5    from the division that wrote this document and Tim Holder
  6    who works in headquarters, but spent over 20 years in
  7    Alaska.  And so the big boss said, you folks come to
  8    Alaska and talk to the people and listen to what they say
  9    because this is important.
 10              Again, more comments.
 11                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  If I'm correct,
 12    their comments will be put in there?
 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  How does it work?
 14                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It will be in the next
 15    response to comments in the final EIS.
 16                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And as I could see,
 17    the green is in the -- is the proposed drilling area.
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is an area that is
 19    off limits.  This is a deferral area because it's so
 20    important to subsistence.
 21                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  I was just curious
 22    and was wondering how many miles offshore is it.
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is 25.  These are
 24    the leases that are currently out there.  If during this
 25    process it comes to light that this 25 miles is not
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  1    enough, then it could be further out.  If these areas here
  2    off of Barrow and Kaktovik are not big enough for
  3    subsistence whaling, then it could be bigger.
  4                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Because I wanted to
  5    comment because if I'm correct, the fall whale that they
  6    got this year was caught about 30 miles out of Wainwright.
  7    And I just wanted to see if that was close to where they
  8    would stop or they wouldn't be drilling.
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  See, that's important
 10    because this -- it will be at least 25 miles, but comments
 11    like that help us to determine is 25 miles enough.  So
 12    that's important to get.  Thank you.  Because, I mean, we
 13    understand subsistence whaling is the heart and soul of
 14    these communities, and that's important to everyone.  And
 15    that's important to the nation because it's important to
 16    you.  Thank you for your comment.
 17                    MR. BLAIR PATKOTAK:  My name is Blair
 18    Patkotak.  You said it's not written in stone yet.  And my
 19    question is, when it gets written in stone, are you going
 20    to start the process of opening bids for lease like --
 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's interesting you
 22    say that because when I say written in stone is right now
 23    everything is on the table.  And when this process is
 24    completed and the Secretary -- if the Secretary would
 25    decide that there is going to be a lease sale in some area
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  1    up here in 2016, it's not a done deal until the sale
  2    occurs.  The Secretary could say that, okay, from 2011
  3    where we met tonight to right up to that sale there hasn't
  4    been enough work done; I've changed my mind.  He could
  5    say, well, it sounded like a good idea a couple years ago,
  6    but it's not a good idea anymore.  That's his choice.
  7    Renee, did I misstate that?
  8                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's absolutely true.
  9    That's absolutely true.  And so we did cancel -- we
 10    canceled sales after the Macondo accident.  And the
 11    Secretary will cancel sales and did cancel sales after the
 12    Macondo accident.  We had to stop, and we had to take a
 13    pause and figure out how we could do this better and
 14    safer.  And so there was a significant period of time
 15    where we didn't have any new leasing activities, where we
 16    strengthened our safety -- our safety rules and our safety
 17    requirements.  And this month will be the first sale we
 18    will be holding in the Gulf of Mexico since the Macondo
 19    accident happened a year and a half ago.
 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Do you remember when the
 21    last Alaska sale was?
 22                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It was in 2008.
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So the last sale in
 24    Alaska up here was in 2008.  The ones after that were
 25    canceled by the Secretary, and the earliest another sale
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  1    could occur would be in 2015 in the Beaufort and 2016 in
  2    the Chukchi, provided the Secretary is confident there is
  3    enough information collected and the technology is safe
  4    enough.  So it is -- as the Secretary told us, I am taking
  5    a cautious approach to the Arctic.  We are going to go by
  6    the book one step at a time.  We are going to go talk to
  7    people.  We are going to look at the rules.  We are going
  8    to look at the regulations.  We are going to look at the
  9    environment, and we are not going to jump into this.
 10    That's what he told us, and that's what we are telling
 11    you, and that's our marching orders.
 12                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  When you say that
 13    final thing by the Secretary of Interior, that's the
 14    Secretary giving permission, I mean, from the President
 15    and the Congress, can they override the Secretary in case
 16    there is an emergency need for oil?  If they say we need
 17    to have this drilled next year, what's going to happen to
 18    our comments that we turned in?
 19                    MS. RENEE ORR:  The Outer Continental
 20    Shelf Lands Act that was on one of the earlier slides
 21    gives the responsibility for managing all of the offshore
 22    resources off of the entire nation, gives those decisions
 23    to the Secretary of the Interior to make.  But Congress
 24    passed that law.  Congress could conceivably pass another
 25    law saying -- modifying that, ordering us to do something
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  1    different.  But the Lands Act has only been modified twice
  2    since, I believe, 1958.  So it is highly unlikely that you
  3    would get enough senators and congressmen to agree that
  4    the process that we are going forward with and that's been
  5    in place substantively since 1978 is going to change.
  6                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  That's the reason I
  7    ask because we are not given very much time when they
  8    started development right after that first oil well was
  9    discovered in Prudhoe.  That's why I was asking what if it
 10    should happen out there.
 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that's onshore,
 12    right?
 13                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Onshore was the one
 14    that they started that have as much questions to us at
 15    that time because I was pretty much involved with it.  And
 16    that's why I was asking what if the same thing happen out
 17    there, they discover oil or gas.
 18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  They still have a lengthy
 19    process to go through.  It was on the one slide that Jim
 20    described.  But there are environmental analyses and there
 21    are engineering and safety analyses that we have to do.
 22    So there is no way that anybody can rush to development.
 23    There is no such thing as rushing to development.  They go
 24    through the development of an environmental impact
 25    statement, assessment of an exploration plan and a
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  1    development plan.
  2              And if they actually go to development and begin
  3    to build the facility and the pipeline, you are talking
  4    probably close to a decade before they would actually be
  5    able to do that.
  6                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  In other words, you
  7    control the oil companies.
  8                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yes, we do.  We control
  9    what they do and when they can do it, yeah.
 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And if I'm not mistaken,
 11    Renee, correct my verbiage if I'm wrong, but the OCS Lands
 12    Act says that when an oil company gets a lease, the only
 13    right they have is that they are the first group that
 14    could do something that they are allowed to.  It gives
 15    them no other rights.
 16                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yeah.  It basically gives
 17    them the right to come to us and ask for additional -- the
 18    authority to do additional work on that land.  It gives
 19    them the exclusive right.  But it doesn't say as soon as
 20    they get the lease you can go out and drill right away.
 21    There is a long process before they can do that.
 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  There is none of this
 23    click your fingers and do it.  No, the law will not permit
 24    that.
 25              Who is next?  We don't want to be -- we don't
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  1    want to leave this room until everyone feels they have had
  2    time to comment.  You can submit comments by computer.
  3    You can send us a note.  But we are here tonight to hear
  4    whatever you want to say and we can get it down there and
  5    take it home.  So this night is yours.
  6                    MS. RENEE ORR:  And I'd just like to
  7    reiterate something that Jim said, that I have met with
  8    the Secretary of the Interior.  He is very interested in
  9    hearing what you have to say, and that's why I'm here.  I
 10    will go back to Washington, D.C. and sit in meetings with
 11    the Secretary, and he's going to ask me, what did you hear
 12    when you were in Alaska.  And I want to be able to tell
 13    him what you all are thinking, and I want to be able to
 14    capture it accurately.  And it's very important.  It's
 15    very important to him and it's very important to me.
 16              We want to make sure that everybody has all of
 17    the information.  We make these difficult decisions, and
 18    these are difficult decisions that have to be made as we
 19    talk about how we develop or not develop resources of the
 20    nation.
 21                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  My name is Charles.  I
 22    think at the first meeting here we could set an example.
 23    Like I'm a subsistence hunter.  If that's the limit of 25
 24    miles out, right now it's no use.  Five years ago it still
 25    could have been okay, but right now we are operating a
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  1    community, and we have been traveling out almost to 50.
  2    So I think if you double that portion there, the whole
  3    community around the coast will agree with my opinion
  4    anyway.
  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what you are saying
  6    is your recommendation, Charles, is this should not be 25
  7    miles.  It should be how much?
  8                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Double the size, like
  9    45 or 50.  Because our boats have been checking out there
 10    with coordinates, and we know how far they are, and they
 11    know how far they are, too.
 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good comment.
 13    That's good information.
 14                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  So something like 45,
 15    49 miles, 42 miles.  That's way out there beyond that
 16    25-mile limit.
 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.
 18                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  You are welcome.
 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  More comments, please.
 20    I don't want anybody to go home and say they weren't
 21    heard.  Margie?
 22                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  (Shakes head.)
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I have known Marjorie a
 24    couple years.  She's usually not shy.  Rossman.
 25                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  In 1940s, late '40s,
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  1    I've seen icebergs higher than this, even in '50s.  And
  2    today I don't see them much anymore.  Are they melting
  3    down or what?
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And you know what we
  5    call that, what you just said?  Traditional knowledge.  We
  6    need to hear that.
  7                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Because I've seen
  8    them out here for -- they stuck here for -- for a week or
  9    so.  And we can see them from -- from the land.  And when
 10    the tide comes, it took off because maybe the keel was
 11    stuck on the bottom.  I don't see those size bergs
 12    anymore, those big icebergs that I've seen before back in
 13    the '40s, yes.
 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's important.
 15    That's called traditional knowledge.  And when I came to
 16    Alaska, I was trained as a scientist; but then I found out
 17    some of the Elders of these communities could see what we
 18    are doing in Western science and give us, well, that's an
 19    A, that's a B, that's a C minus.  So a lot of this stuff
 20    our Western scientists find out you already know.  That's
 21    why, for me, traditional knowledge is information we need
 22    to include in here.  And your observations that you don't
 23    see the ice -- I mean you didn't have to look at a
 24    satellite to get that.  You knew it, right?
 25                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  Yeah.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We need to hear that.
  2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  We need to consider
  3    how that main ice from the North Pole is breaking up, the
  4    giant ones that we need to also consider and monitor the
  5    way they are moving.
  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes, important.
  7    More comments, please.  We need more -- everybody getting
  8    enough coffee?  Some of these young gentlemen came and
  9    helped us set up the room, so we want to thank the young
 10    folks that came and set up the room and helped us hang
 11    posters.
 12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Personally, I'm against
 13    all -- I'm against all this, you know.  I'm against the
 14    five-year lease.  I stand strong in my traditional values.
 15    I respect Elders.  They are our leaders here.  I don't see
 16    in your plan -- I see all the good words, you know, all
 17    your good plans for things that are possibly happening.  I
 18    don't see possible impacts.  I don't see a page of
 19    possible impacts for at least us to be aware of for
 20    something else that possibly can be brought up, you know.
 21    I don't see -- I don't see where we can -- we can -- you
 22    know, where can we turn, the direction to oppose this,
 23    that page?  Right?
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, you need to tell
 25    us.  You need to tell us.  And as for impacts, my friend,
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  1    Ira, you are welcome to read this document and make it
  2    better.  Some of the --
  3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I live here, Bud.
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know.  And this is why
  5    we are here.  You live here.  This is your backyard.  This
  6    is your garden.  This document was written by a lot of
  7    different people from all over the country.  Having
  8    traditional knowledge in here, having gentlemen like
  9    yourself and ladies to read this and give us more
 10    information, that's what we need.  That's why we are here.
 11                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  You say you value
 12    traditional knowledge.  Okay.  Where is your traditional
 13    team?  Where is the surveys?
 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are the team.  I
 15    don't mean that in jest.  It's really true because most of
 16    us came from a Western science background.  We were not
 17    trained in traditional knowledge.  We learned to
 18    appreciate it later.  There was a study that was done
 19    recently -- we have a research program where the whaling
 20    captains took GPS units onto their boats and they plotted
 21    out where they went.  They worked with us.  We worked with
 22    the North Slope Borough.
 23              And when they took all that data of where the
 24    whaling captains went to to harvest their whales for their
 25    communities and we put it on the map, it showed us where
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  1    we shouldn't allow any drilling to occur.  So the
  2    knowledge that the whaling captains have about where to go
  3    to get the whales to feed their community is being used in
  4    a document like this to set up deferral areas so we don't
  5    allow activities.
  6              When Charles mentioned that sometimes you are
  7    going 40, 45, 50 miles to get a whale offshore, that's
  8    what we need to know.  That's where that information goes
  9    into the leasing process.  That's where the information
 10    comes here into this document.  That's why we come to the
 11    communities.  We don't know.  We don't have all the
 12    answers.  So we have to come to our traditional knowledge
 13    team, which is sitting in this room.  You have to help us.
 14                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I mean, this isn't even
 15    a third of the village.
 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's right.  That's
 17    why we keep coming back.  And that's why we are going to
 18    go to Point Hope and Point Lay and Kaktovik and Nuiqsut
 19    and Barrow and take all that in and try to give Renee what
 20    she needs to go to the Secretary and say, let me tell you
 21    what I heard from our citizens in Kaktovik and Nuiqsut and
 22    Wainwright and Barrow.  This is what the subsistence
 23    hunters and their families say.  This is how it's in here,
 24    so he can make a decision.  We are not the
 25    decisionmaker.
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  1                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  We don't only depend on
  2    the bowhead.  We depend on the seals, the walruses, and
  3    even the polar bear and other mammals.  Okay?
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
  5                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you even
  6    coordinated with any of the people that tag, possibly tag
  7    the animals and see which way they migrate?
  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes, we have.  Any
  9    of my EIS folks are welcome to jump in here, but if I'm
 10    not mistaken, the North Slope Borough was a cooperating
 11    agency with this document and the State of Alaska.  And
 12    the research that's done by USGS and NOAA and the State of
 13    Alaska and the North Slope Borough is used in this
 14    document.  We discuss the seals.  We discuss the walrus.
 15    We discuss the fisheries.  If you see something that's not
 16    right, help us fix it before it goes to the Secretary.  If
 17    you see something that's not in this document that's
 18    missing, help us add it.  Okay.
 19              My two friends that work on EISs -- I'm looking
 20    at Nancy and Jennifer -- am I misspeaking?
 21                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  No, not at all.
 22    I know there is a lot of research incorporated by people
 23    that work just on the North Slope to track marine mammals,
 24    a lot of people that know a lot about marine mammals and,
 25    you know, it's a section if you go in the index and you
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  1    just -- if you just want to peruse -- it's a daunting
  2    document.  So if you just want to look for just what's
  3    written about marine mammals, there is maybe, I don't
  4    know, 20, 30 pages dedicated to certain marine mammals.
  5    And you can go through and check any knowledge you have
  6    that you don't see in there.
  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Tell us.
  8                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Send us an
  9    e-mail or send us a letter or anything.  There is a lot of
 10    research in there about marine mammals.  I'm not a marine
 11    mammal specialist, so I'm not going to speak to it.  But I
 12    did read over it, and there is a lot of information there.
 13    I know it's daunting to see a big document, but --
 14                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Some of the baseline
 15    studies, MMS in the past, now BOEM presently have funded
 16    studies to tag bowheads and belugas, and there have
 17    certainly been studies on seals.  And this has gone over a
 18    period of -- well, the tagging is in more recent years,
 19    but the baseline studies go back over 30 years.  So we
 20    have a time series from a Western science basis on these
 21    marine mammals.  So there has been a lot of attention paid
 22    by, as I say, MMS in the past and now BOEM.
 23              So -- and as Jim says, we have coordinated with
 24    really all the relevant agencies that have a stake in
 25    this.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Nancy, you had a
  2    comment.
  3                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  I was just going to
  4    say, even though the document is written nationally for
  5    the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska, the part on Alaska was
  6    rigorously reviewed by the Alaska scientists, and most of
  7    them have been here working up on the North Slope and
  8    working with the North Slope Borough and NOAA on
  9    various -- Fish & Game on various studies.  So we hope
 10    from Alaska that we got that research in there, the most
 11    recent published research.
 12              And there is a subsistence section written by
 13    the cultural people, not just the natural sciences.  It's
 14    cultural and socioeconomic aspects that was written by
 15    cultural anthropologist, Chris Campbell.  I don't know if
 16    you know her.  She did her work out on King Island.  So
 17    both parts are in there, and Alaskans were involved in
 18    reviewing it.  But it can be improved.  It certainly can
 19    be improved.
 20                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you guys even
 21    considered, you know, studying whether or not this is the
 22    mammals' feedings grounds, the Arctic Ocean?  Without the
 23    feeding grounds, there is no more mammals.
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, you are absolutely
 25    correct.  That's why, as Nancy pointed out and Jennifer,
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  1    we work very closely with NOAA and the University of
  2    Alaska in Fairbanks and USGS and other -- and the National
  3    Marine Fisheries Service.  Those are important questions
  4    we just can't pigeonhole.  Where are the whales migrating?
  5    Where are they having their calves?  Where are they
  6    eating?  How do they react to sound?  Those are real
  7    important questions that have to be in there.
  8              So those are good questions, Ira.  And if you
  9    look at the document and you don't think we got it right,
 10    please let us know.  Our goal is to make a good document
 11    that we can give to Renee that she can take to the
 12    Secretary.  And if we have got to add 50 pages to it
 13    because you found the information or there is traditional
 14    knowledge that has to be put in there, let us know.  We
 15    want a good document.  We want to do a good job.
 16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Jim, I have something to
 17    add on that.  It was with respect to feeding.  We have a
 18    major study on bowhead feeding, and that's been going on,
 19    I think, for about three years of the five-year study.
 20    And before we have addressed the population and
 21    distribution to our bowhead whale aerial survey that's
 22    been going on for over 30 years.  This part was to address
 23    the feeding part, as you point out.  As far as I know, we
 24    haven't really had any studies of the smaller mammals,
 25    like the beluga or the seals or any of those, so -- but
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  1    they started out --
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  But we work with the
  3    agencies that are doing the studies.
  4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yeah.  And it's a
  5    multi -- as with many of our studies, it's a multi-agency
  6    study.  And one that I know we have worked with is
  7    biologists with the North Slope Borough Department of
  8    Wildlife.  So Craig George in particular and Bob Sudyam
  9    have been involved with study design and kind of progress
 10    of the study.  But there is like a room full of scientists
 11    on that.  But having traditional knowledge plugged in is
 12    definitely, like Jim says, something that can add to the
 13    suite of science.
 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You may know that
 15    earlier this year the President created an inter-agency
 16    working group to coordinate permitting for energy in
 17    Alaska.  Well, it's chaired by the Deputy Secretary, David
 18    Hayes, and they had a meeting December 1st.  Everybody was
 19    there from the Arctic Research Commission; Fran Ulmer, who
 20    is now the head of that at the University of Alaska at
 21    Fairbanks; NOAA was there; the Department of Energy.
 22              And they spent the day asking questions, just as
 23    you did, and we had to tell all of them who was talking to
 24    who and where we are in this process, that we are working
 25    with NOAA, we are working with the North Slope Borough, we
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  1    are working with the USGS, so that questions that you are
  2    asking, we have answers to, that people are working
  3    together.
  4              Because you know, we have -- it's not just the
  5    whales.  It's the seals, it's the walrus, it's the fishes,
  6    it's the benthic communities, the impacts and potential
  7    impacts to the subsistence lifestyles and the culture.
  8    It's all connected.  And so they were asking those
  9    questions, just like you are asking, what are you doing,
 10    and we had to give them the answers.  And the President is
 11    watching.
 12                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  As far as you talk
 13    about the animals, what worries me a lot is those
 14    microscopic animals, those small animals or the animals
 15    that can't swim, but are driven by the current, moving by
 16    a current.  So that's the ones that are impacted most.  I
 17    think we should look at them more closely than the ones
 18    that we can see.
 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's right.  That's
 20    right.  The bowhead whale eats the very small animals, the
 21    plankton that float in the water.
 22                    MR. ROSSMAN PEETOOK:  The food chains that
 23    float in the water.
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good
 25    observation.  I know we are working on it.  We've got to
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  1    make sure that that's -- that is very important.
  2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Going back to one
  3    of the statements you made, you said you got the GPS from
  4    one of the whaling captains that got the furthest from --
  5    do you know how many miles it was?
  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  How many miles he went
  7    off?
  8                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  The information you
  9    got from the whaling captain, the furthest one out there.
 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's on the map.  It
 11    looks like spaghetti.  Do you know, Tim, offhand?
 12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I do not.
 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It might be in here.
 14    It's published, and you can see the area where they were
 15    all out and it was many miles.
 16                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  My former captain,
 17    Rossman, before GPS, the whale I helped caught with him
 18    was -- took us over 12 hours to tow it in by five boats.
 19    So if they are doing about three or four miles per hour
 20    over 12 hours, you can --
 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thirty-six miles, 40
 22    miles.  That's what we need to know.  Got it?  Bingo.  You
 23    just impacted us.
 24                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Billy Bodfish, for the
 25    record.  We had fall whaling this year.  The minimum miles
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  1    we saw or we went out to actually see a whale was 25
  2    miles.  And so --
  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The furthest you went
  4    out, you think?
  5                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  No, that's when we
  6    started seeing whales, 25 miles.  And how far would you
  7    move the deferral line or --
  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Tell us.  Right now it
  9    will be at least 25 miles, at least.  Charles in the back
 10    was telling us he thought maybe 40 miles, 45 miles.
 11    That's what we want to know.  You tell us.  Based on your
 12    experience whaling, where are you going to get the whales?
 13    How far do you go out?  Tell so Mary can type it in.  That
 14    goes into our analysis.  So you went out at least further
 15    than 25.
 16                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah, just to see the
 17    whales.
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that basically is
 19    very -- that's what Charles was saying.
 20                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah.
 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  That's what we
 22    need to know.  And Jennifer, you got that and you are
 23    going back to headquarters?
 24                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Uh-huh.
 25                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  I have a question.  You
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  1    said you saw them at 25, but when did you actually --
  2                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  That's when we started
  3    seeing the whales.
  4                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  When did you actually
  5    have success or other captains have success, what distance
  6    beyond --
  7                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  At least 30, 35.
  8                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  At least 30?
  9                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  Yeah.
 10                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  What's the
 11    farthest that you ever go out?
 12                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  I don't remember.
 13    It's far, though.
 14                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  A lot further
 15    than that.
 16                    MR. BILLY BODFISH:  They towed the whale
 17    17 hours this fall.
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Seventeen hours at three
 19    miles an hour coming back, you think?
 20                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  That's at least
 21    50 miles.
 22                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I think the whale
 23    they was talking about, when they started towing it, it
 24    was -- they called in that they were about 33 miles
 25    straight out.
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  1                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And you said you
  2    only did the bowhead, the GPS tracking for the bowhead?
  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That one experiment was
  4    just with the bowhead captains.
  5                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Have you ever
  6    considered walrus?  Because with the sea ice declining,
  7    you have to go farther and farther to get and reach the
  8    walrus.
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  And now some of
 10    the walrus are coming onto the shore instead of the ice.
 11                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  And also from what
 12    I remember, a few years back they were at -- the ice was
 13    at least 30 miles out.  So that might be another thing to
 14    consider to extend the --
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The study?
 16                    MS. ALYSSA AGNASAGGA:  Yeah.
 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  We need to
 18    hear this input.
 19                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  Terry Tagarook, for
 20    the record.  And what the people are saying that the
 21    buffer zone should be increased to at least 50 miles
 22    because we don't know when the whale migration come from
 23    the east and the oil activities are happening in the
 24    Prudhoe Bay area; they might be diverted or going out
 25    further and then coming close to where our fall whaling
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  1    occurs.  And there is also feeding areas that we know
  2    there are out there where they always feed.  This document
  3    you have, the study is three volumes, right?
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  It brings all the
  5    research together.
  6                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  So all the
  7    information that our Elders told us is all up here, is
  8    verbal.  It's not written.
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
 10                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  And these are Elders
 11    that are going to be maybe -- I'm thankful that the Elders
 12    are here, and while they are here we are learning from
 13    them; but they are not going to be here forever.  And this
 14    is something that our history that has been passed on from
 15    generation to generation has been verbal and not written.
 16    And if we try to write it on snow, it would melt in the
 17    summer.  And I'll be satisfied with that 50-mile increase
 18    on the buffer zone where the whalers can have access to
 19    the whales before they hit just in case you do have
 20    development; then give us that option of shutting down
 21    during the fall whaling.
 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  Okay.
 23                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  And the information
 24    that our Elders have always taught us is to show respect.
 25    If the government learn how to respect our people, all the
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  1    people along the coast, the Natives, the aboriginals of
  2    the United States, there will be no problem.  If they
  3    learn how to listen to us instead of making routes and
  4    regulation, the cubbyhole at the capital, Capitol Hill.
  5    They should at least come to us prior to making the draft
  6    or regulations to see if it will work up here in the
  7    Arctic where we live, not make at the Capitol Hill where
  8    the environment is just brick walls or no snow, no tundra
  9    or the ocean.
 10              They don't realize our big our ocean is.  And
 11    they just know about the lease sales that are happening.
 12    They don't know the coastline.  Our people did learn by
 13    experiencing the events that happened, spring, summer,
 14    fall, winter.  We live by seasons.  And we survive with
 15    whatever the seasons brought.  And this is something that
 16    people at the federal level should learn to understand.
 17    And things up here, when we try to get food, expensive.
 18    And the gas very, very expensive.  About $6 a gallon here.
 19    And in some places it's $9 a gallon.  So our heating and
 20    our gas is very expensive.  And why is it?
 21              We have Prudhoe Bay up there with all that oil.
 22    We are a lot closer to it.  How come we can't get gas to
 23    the villages that needs it more for the cold winters?  And
 24    I believe that if people at Capitol Hill learn to come and
 25    talk with us first before making the regulations, then
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  1    everything will be easier than writing up something else.
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for
  3    your comment, and that is some good wisdom.  Thank you
  4    very much for your comment.  That was important.  We still
  5    have -- we still have at least one sweet left.  Is there
  6    more coffee there?  Sorry.  John, we have to learn to get
  7    more coffee next time.
  8                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So I'm curious to know
  9    how many agencies you coordinate with in Wainwright.
 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's why we are here.
 11    We are coordinating with you.
 12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  The corporations, the
 13    tribal office such as myself, the City of Wainwright, the
 14    North Slope Borough.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not as many as we
 16    should.  Not as many as we should.  It's very important
 17    that we meet with the Native villages.  We need to meet
 18    with the Native corporations, to meet with the North Slope
 19    Borough.  We do meet with a lot of them.  We need to do
 20    better.  I mean, you hit the nail on the head, I believe.
 21    The Secretary just came out with a new regulation on
 22    improving our communication with the tribes, and we need
 23    to take that very seriously.  And we are going to.  We
 24    need help with it.  And any help you could give us is
 25    appreciated.
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  1                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  What Rossman was
  2    saying about the pressure ridges that were forming in
  3    the '40s, we are not seeing any more that size.  They are
  4    not as thick as they used to be.  And global warming is
  5    playing an effect on our ocean.  And I forgot to mention
  6    that seals were being found -- the ringed seals were being
  7    found having loss of hair and lesions on the head and some
  8    kind of sickness going among the seals.  If that should
  9    occur, will it affect our whales, the oogruk, some kind of
 10    disease that's going around among the ringed seals.  We
 11    would like to keep those other species healthy.
 12              And these are some things that we need to
 13    remember before you do any actions on exploration or
 14    development.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Mary has got it
 16    in there.  Thank you.  This side of the room is very quiet
 17    over here.  This side of the room is having all the
 18    action.  Please, we don't want you to leave and feel you
 19    should have said something.  I don't want to be a
 20    schoolteacher and point at everybody.  Anybody else?  We
 21    are not in a hurry to leave.  We don't get here as often
 22    as we should.  Marjorie, you are not going to --
 23                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  (Shakes head.)
 24    I've got a cold.
 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  You have got a
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  1    cold.
  2                    MS. RENEE ORR:  I couldn't find that map
  3    but we can get that.
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will find the map
  5    with all the GPS.
  6                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  One other comment.  I
  7    hope you do your homework real good and make the rest of
  8    the people along the Slope understand what the reason this
  9    is for, then I don't think you guys will have any problem
 10    coasting along.
 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
 12                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  You are welcome.
 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jennifer, you hear that?
 14                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Yes.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  When I have new friends
 16    come from Washington, I want to make sure that they hear
 17    what people say.  It's real important.  It was new to me,
 18    and it's a good thing.  You have a new friend, Charles.
 19    Anyone else?
 20                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  There were some
 21    questions that I have in mind on the first part, but you
 22    went through that whole program so fast, I can't remember
 23    what they are.
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are going to go back
 25    and we are going to make sure you hear everything.  You
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  1    tell us where to stop.
  2                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I told you I can't
  3    remember what it is.
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will find it.
  5                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Because I was
  6    looking at that last one so much.  On that one real quick.
  7    How come you -- the right side, you made it look like
  8    Texas.
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Christmas, green and
 10    red?
 11                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Are you comparing
 12    Alaska with Texas?
 13                    MS. RENEE ORR:  This should really be the
 14    map of the -- the red really means no.  Red is stop.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You say Texas, we are
 16    comparing with Texas?
 17                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  The one right
 18    there, that one up there, the right side.  You are
 19    comparing Texas with Alaska.
 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It looks like Texas?  I
 21    went to school in Texas and then I came to Alaska, and
 22    Alaska is bigger than Texas.  That really upsets them.  I
 23    hear Alaskans call Texans their little friends.  You got
 24    me.
 25                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  You know, Inupiat
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  1    Community of the Arctic Slope just did a ballot on whether
  2    or not we support offshore development.
  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
  4                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Have you guys even
  5    looked at those numbers?  I was just thinking about it.
  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know we have had the
  7    numbers in the office, and it's part of the process on
  8    what ICAS thought.  And so, yeah, we got the numbers, and
  9    that's being considered.  It's part of the process.  ICAS
 10    is very important, as well as the Native villages and the
 11    North Slope Borough, the Native corporations, the
 12    individual whaling captains, the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
 13    Commission.  We want everybody to have a part.  But yeah,
 14    that's something that's considered.
 15              And then the new mayor of the North Slope
 16    Borough, she has, like, I think, seven points she came out
 17    with.  And so we are studying those, and then we are going
 18    to meet with her next week.
 19                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  I just now
 20    remember.  You mentioned that sound that will affect the
 21    animals, the whales are very sensitive because I know even
 22    when I was off Icy Cape, they were doing seismic.  And
 23    they were expecting the whales to come by around the
 24    latter part of April, the first part of May, all of May
 25    and June.
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  1              But after that seismic, I was down there when --
  2    in front of my -- at Icy Cape hunting.  We ran into that
  3    test lab, or whatever you call that, for seismic testing.
  4    They went straight out to the ice, and we don't know how
  5    far they went, but it was out in the ocean.  And that
  6    spring we never -- got not one whale because I was out
  7    there whaling around with everybody else.  And the whales
  8    are very sensitive to sound, and those lease sales, if
  9    they start developing, it's going to -- our Elders a long
 10    time ago used to say they won't go up near any sound, or
 11    an iceberg that's grounded.  They will go around it.  That
 12    much I know.  Even though we go 20, 30, 40 miles out,
 13    there were still none.
 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That is very important.
 15                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  From Icy Cape they
 16    turned straight out and they come back and right around
 17    Barrow.  When you talk about developing oil, I don't know.
 18    We need to have development during the summer or after the
 19    whaling season.  But those whales are down just going
 20    around Cape Lisburne probably and from that seismic
 21    testing went -- so that's one of the main points on not
 22    disturbing our animals, especially the whales.
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  We take
 24    that very seriously.  And I think the most permits for
 25    seismic given was, like, in the '80s.  And then there was
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  1    a passage of the Marine Mammal Protection Act, and then we
  2    enforced having marine mammal observers on these vessels
  3    that is run by NOAA.  They are involved in that process.
  4    So we take sound in the ocean as a very serious thing,
  5    something we have to consider, and we have to make sure
  6    whatever we do does not impact subsistence lifestyles.
  7    That's very important to us.  And knowing that whales
  8    could divert because of noise is something we need to know
  9    and we need to factor into this.  We cannot impact the
 10    subsistence lifestyles.  We understand.
 11                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  That ocean out
 12    there is like a loudspeaker to the animals.  They will
 13    hear even if you shoot a bullet right in the water, a
 14    captain, they are going to hear it about 30, 40 miles out.
 15    That's how much sound carries because they have got
 16    eardrums; I don't know what they are made of.  They are
 17    probably like a boom.
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
 19                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So with all this
 20    offshore activity happening, you got vessels, you got, you
 21    know, helicopters, planes, whatever.  That is going to
 22    affect onshore, too, ain't it?
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's covered
 24    partially in the document, as well.  Air quality is looked
 25    at, helicopter traffic, boat traffic.  You are right.
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  1    It's not just a little area offshore.  It's a big area and
  2    everything that goes with it.
  3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I was doing some
  4    caribou hunting last season up river, and there was a
  5    plane that's just flying scaring caribou everywhere.  I
  6    happened to be in a staff committee meeting not too long
  7    ago, and I happened to actually meet the person.
  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That was flying the
  9    plane?
 10                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Yeah.
 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What was he doing?
 12                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  He was flying in the
 13    plane with the pilot.  He was saying they were doing some
 14    studies on some fish.  There is no fish on tundra.  They
 15    are in the rivers.  I mean, the plane was like on high
 16    hills and everything like that.  Man, I seen him with my
 17    own eyes, you know.  I mean, do you guys stand on honesty?
 18    You know --
 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We need to hear things
 20    like that, and if there ever was the actual drilling for
 21    exploration and development, our sister agency, BSEE, the
 22    Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, a big E,
 23    they are the cops.  If there is something like that going
 24    on that's not right, you tell them they and they look into
 25    it.  You are eyes and ears.
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  1                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  I love traditional
  2    foods, you know.  It happens by season or it's given to me
  3    or sometimes I have to buy it or trade.  Okay.  And I want
  4    my -- I want my kids to be able to have the same foods as
  5    I did, same knowledge.  I mean, you know, same traditional
  6    ways and stories and whatever, you know.  There is a real
  7    big difference in the culture.  I don't see -- I don't see
  8    too many cultures gathering to give or sharing food.
  9    Okay.  Such as blanket toss or Christmas gathering or
 10    Thanksgiving gathering.  When these kind of activities
 11    happen, then there is a lot of sharing happening.  Okay.
 12    The traditional foods.  And I depend on that food.  And
 13    the thought of it being taken away kind of scares me.  I
 14    mean, not just from me, but my kids --
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Exactly.
 16                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  -- 10, 20 years down
 17    the road.  I mean, you know, you all heard about that
 18    Prudhoe Bay, it started off real small, right?  Now it's
 19    everywhere.  Is that what's going to happen here, too?  I
 20    mean, you know.
 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's why we are here
 22    talking to you so that you can say that and it gets in the
 23    record.  That's important.  And that's why in the document
 24    it says that even though we say these are big areas, we
 25    are moving away from this regional leasing and moving into
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  1    a smaller area with a smaller footprint if anything is
  2    allowed to happen because that's important.
  3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  And really how will it
  4    help us?  How?  Can you tell me that?
  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.
  6                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Can you tell me?
  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can't guarantee that,
  8    Ira.  But there is factors in the economy, et cetera, in
  9    the document.
 10                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  All the foods that are
 11    helping us today live, survive, by medicine even, and all
 12    that.  There is change everywhere.  Even in Wainwright.
 13    Change is happening.  Okay.  Some people are for it and
 14    some people are not but, you know, I don't know.  It just
 15    kind of scares me to see my kid, you know, he won't be
 16    able to eat what I -- eat what we live off on.
 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Don't let us forget.
 18                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  The culture, you know
 19    what I mean?  The culture.
 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, sir.  Don't let us
 21    forget.
 22                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Where is all the money
 23    going to go?  Who is going to have all that money, you
 24    know?  Us or is it going to go Outside?  Where is all the
 25    work, you know?  Who is going to be coming in for work?
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  1    The local people or the Outside?
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.
  3                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  How is it going to
  4    benefit the community?
  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.  Food
  6    for thought.  It's in the record.  Thank you.  I still see
  7    energy out there.  This side of the room is falling
  8    behind.  This side is chatter.
  9                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I'd like to make a
 10    comment on what you have been doing with the studies.  And
 11    with the Administration changing, the presidential and
 12    everything, the people back in the government will have
 13    changes with the Administration.  And what you guys
 14    going -- studying will not be looked at as proper by some
 15    of the people that are not there now, but with this
 16    Administration changing they might say no, it's not going
 17    to work.  It might be different thoughts from different
 18    Administrations.
 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good comment,
 20    but one thing we can say is the Secretary cannot have a
 21    sale unless it's in a five-year plan.  So right now if
 22    this plan gets approved in late 2010 and there is one sale
 23    in the Chukchi and one sale in the Beaufort, if that
 24    happens, during that time period they could be canceled,
 25    but they cannot be added to.  Did I speak correctly,
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  1    Renee?
  2                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Uh-huh.
  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what we are talking
  4    about now sets the tone not only from 2012 to 2017, but it
  5    can only get less.  It can't get more.  And then things
  6    that would occur, the exploration and possibly
  7    development, is years down the line after more study, more
  8    discussion and more analysis.  So there is wisdom in what
  9    you say, Terry.  And that's why I like to say nothing is
 10    in stone until it actually happens.
 11              You know, some oil companies wanted to be out
 12    drilling last year.  Now they are talking about drilling
 13    in 2012, but the process is not over yet.  There are still
 14    permits to do.  There are still more analyses to do, and
 15    they have not been given a green light.  One step at a
 16    time.
 17                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  It's the same with
 18    any entity, as the Administration changes, you know, the
 19    last Administration can talk about it and make a plan, but
 20    with a new Administration, it might be put aside and
 21    forgotten.
 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It could be put aside
 23    and there could be no lease sales.  You are right.
 24    Correct.  You know your civics.  Anybody else?  I don't
 25    want to make people sit here.
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  1                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  Like I said before, if
  2    you do your homework right, you can make things
  3    materialize, and that's all there is to it.
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We know we are trying to
  5    do our homework and make sure everybody is watching us do
  6    our homework, and you have got to give us the grade to
  7    make sure we got an A.
  8                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  We will find out if
  9    anything materializes.
 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Pardon me?
 11                    MR. CHARLES EKAK:  The only way we will
 12    find out if anything materializes.
 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Something could happen
 14    by late 2012.  That would be the plan that's approved and
 15    then maybe lease sales in the years to come.
 16                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  Just listening to the
 17    people of Anaktuvuk concerning a road to Umiak with the
 18    caribou migration scares me.  I mean, nowadays they don't
 19    even get caribou.  And all those mammals that migrate in
 20    the ocean, all kinds of activity happening out there, they
 21    are going to -- the migration is going to change because
 22    five years is a -- they are going to want to come back,
 23    but you are still going to be there, right?
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good point.  Good point.
 25    Very good point.  Thank you.  And it's in the record.
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  1                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  How many more times
  2    will there be on the draft?  Are you going to be back on
  3    the final?  Are there any more trips while they are
  4    working on the draft itself, or will we see you after the
  5    final?
  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  After the final comes
  7    out, if there is any lease sales, then we would come back
  8    for an individual lease sale EIS.  So yes, we are going to
  9    be back, but after this is finalized early next year.
 10                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  What if there is
 11    drastic changes within five years?
 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If there is drastic
 13    changes, then we have the flexibility to change things.
 14    If we see that there is major changes and a lease sale is
 15    not right or it's in the wrong place, it can be changed.
 16    It can be canceled.  You know --
 17                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  But we will be made
 18    aware of it?
 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  This
 20    Administration, President Obama, Secretary of the Interior
 21    wants a transparent process.  That's why we come and
 22    bother you now more often.
 23                    MR. BILLY NASHOALOOK:  Thank you.
 24                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  One last question.  I
 25    have a curfew.  One last question:  Will they listen if
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  1    they say -- if I said no?
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are listening, and
  3    we will take that message back, but one thing about
  4    transparency -- and I think we all know this --
  5    transparency doesn't mean you always get what you want,
  6    but you know you were listened to.  So we will take that
  7    message back from Terry, if that's what your comment is,
  8    no.
  9                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  When you look at
 10    history, the government has always been the one that broke
 11    treaties.
 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will make sure we
 13    don't.
 14                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  That's my thoughts
 15    for tonight.
 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good night.  Thank you,
 17    Terry.  We don't have to stay till 10:00, but I don't want
 18    people to leave and not feel they were heard.  I also
 19    don't want to be a nag.
 20              We will get you that map.
 21                    MR. IRA UNGUDRUK:  So do you have write-in
 22    comments available?
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, yeah.  You can send
 24    in write-in comments.  Absolutely.  Send them in.  There
 25    is the address.  If you go to the website, you can send
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  1    them -- you can get a link to that on how to send it in.
  2    You can send handwritten comments to Jim Bennett.  You can
  3    take one of the disks.  All the information is there.  So
  4    you can give us comment tonight.  You can send written
  5    comments.  You can get into the website.  Any way you want
  6    to give us comments of those ways, we will get into there.
  7    We don't want to exclude anybody.  Anything else?  Going
  8    once, going twice.  Okay.
  9              Let's do something a little bit different.
 10    Mr. Peetook, is there a closing prayer you can give?  Is
 11    there a closing prayer?
 12               (Closing prayer offered by Rossman Peetook.)
 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:   Thank you very much for
 14    coming.
 15               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:54 p.m.)
 16
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