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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Who would be a good
 3    person to give a blessing?
 4               (Blessing offered by Carla Sims Kayotuk.)
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All right.  And so this
 6    is a good way to start.  I'm going to sit down here.  My
 7    name's Jim Kendall.  And some of you have seen me before.
 8    We have met.  I came up here not quite a year ago to
 9    Anchorage, and I was asked to serve in an acting capacity
10    when John Goll retired.  Well, I must have done something
11    right because they said, we want you to stay.  So I'm no
12    longer the guy who is just here temporarily.  So I'm here
13    for good.  My family moved up.  We are living in
14    Anchorage, and we are real happy.  I've got friends here
15    now.  So this is a good thing.
16              But what we are going to talk about tonight is
17    the Secretary of Interior's next five-year plan for oil
18    and gas leasing.  It's just a proposal.  Nothing is
19    definite.  And the Secretary takes this so seriously that
20    it's not just those of us in Anchorage that have to carry
21    the message.  He also sent representatives from
22    Washington, D.C.
23              I've got Renee Orr who joined us.  Renee is an
24    executive out of our D.C. office.  And she's the chief of
25    strategic resources that would be over the leasing, the


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 4


 1    oil and gas resources that are in the ground.  That's the
 2    geology and also the economics.
 3              We also have Tim Holder with us.  Now, Tim is in
 4    the environmental division, and he spent over 28 years --
 5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Twenty-five.
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Twenty-five years in
 7    Nome and Anchorage.  So he's trying to get people in D.C.
 8    to understand what it's really like to be in Alaska.  So
 9    he's our liaison.
10              We have a few other folks with us.  I've got
11    Jennifer Culbertson back there.  She's also from
12    headquarters.  She's an oceanographer, Ph.D. in
13    oceanography.  I've got Rob McWhorter back there.  Rob is
14    with Argonne National Labs, and they are helping put
15    together the EIS we are going to talk about.
16              And aside from the most important people in the
17    room, which is you all, the second-most important person
18    in the room is our good friend, Mary.  Mary makes sure
19    that everything that's said at the meeting is recorded so
20    we can get your message across.
21              Now, we have changed the meeting a bit.  If you
22    have been to some of the old meetings we had, we
23    basically, I'm told, would come and stand in front of the
24    room and say, talk to us.  Well, we want to do that
25    tonight, but we brought a little presentation so that we
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 1    can all level the playing field.  This is hard enough
 2    without people trying to figure out what are you talking
 3    about.
 4              So basically we are talking about two things.
 5    We are talking about a potential plan for oil and gas
 6    leasing from 2012 to 2017 that is in the planning stage
 7    only.  And then we are going to talk about the
 8    environmental impact statement, the environmental work
 9    that is part of this review.  And that's the big document
10    back there.  It's in three volumes.
11              Now, who are we?  We are with the Bureau of
12    Ocean Energy Management.  Some of you may remember the old
13    MMS.  Well, after April 20, 2010, Deepwater Horizon, there
14    was a lot of soul-searching, a lot of review, a lot of
15    investigation on what could we do to not only never allow
16    this to happen again, but how do we set up a new structure
17    so that any perceived conflicts or any real conflicts
18    can't occur.
19              So what they did, the President and Secretary,
20    is they broke the old MMS into three groups.  There is a
21    group that handles the money.  That's the Office of
22    Natural Resources Revenue.  They completely separated them
23    from us.  You know, the people that are concerned with
24    revenue and who is making money, they were moved away from
25    us.  So we don't worry about that anymore.  That's not our
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 1    job.
 2              Then they took the folks that do the inspections
 3    and do the engineering and give the fines.  They broke
 4    that off in a separate group and said the only thing you
 5    do is you do your inspections, you focus on environmental
 6    enforcement, and you make sure that anything that's
 7    allowed to be done is done by the book.  And if it's not,
 8    you come in and you thump people.  That's your job.  You
 9    are the policemen.
10              Then there is our group, BOEM.  Our job is to
11    work with stakeholders such as yourself to put together
12    these five-year plans that make sense, to do the
13    environmental science, to do the environmental reviews,
14    and make sure that there is a lot of good discussion, good
15    science, and that the decisions that are made are made
16    taking into account everything:  The science, the culture,
17    the resources, the economics, everything.  That's what we
18    worry about.  We don't worry about the inspections because
19    someone else is going to be looking over everybody's
20    shoulders.  And we don't worry about the money.  They are
21    someplace else in another building.
22              So we just focus on leasing, the science, the
23    reviews and what should be allowed to be where and make
24    the information we get from you to the Secretary.  So
25    that's what went into this.  This is a long process.
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 1              So something that hit me when I came to some of
 2    the other meetings where I met some of you before -- and I
 3    didn't realize this until we chatted about it -- that we
 4    keep coming back to your communities and it seems like we
 5    are saying the same thing, and sometimes the community
 6    members say they say the same thing.  Why are you here?
 7    You keep coming back.  You take up our time in the
 8    evenings.  We have other things to do.  We all have
 9    families.  And yet we tell you the same thing we told you
10    for years and years and years.  And some of the Elders
11    have been talking to the old MMS people for, like, 30
12    years.
13              Well, there is this OCS Lands Act, this law
14    that's out there that says before the Secretary can have a
15    lease sale, it has to be in a five-year plan.  And before
16    you can have a five-year plan, you have to go out and talk
17    to the people.  If you don't talk to the people, you don't
18    hear what they say, you don't factor that into your
19    decisions, then you can't have a plan and you can't have a
20    lease sale.  It's against the law.
21              So the law requires us to come out here probably
22    more often than we have.  And so you are going to see more
23    of us to see what -- to hear what you say, package that up
24    and give it to the Secretary because the law says that
25    this is your land, this is your communities, you need to
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 1    have a say in this.  And therefore, we are going to come
 2    out here as often as we can so that you know what's going
 3    on and the Secretary knows what's going on and so the law
 4    says go out there and talk to the constituents, the people
 5    that live out there.  So that's why we keep coming back.
 6              Right now we are at the tail end of the previous
 7    five-year plan, the 2007 to 2012.  Well, once that 2007 to
 8    '12 plan expires -- once it expires the Secretary can hold
 9    no more leases.  It's against the law by that OCS Lands
10    Act.  So the Secretary has to have a new plan together,
11    2012 to 2017.  This -- that's the thing right here.  He
12    has to have -- he or she, the Secretary of the Interior,
13    has to have this five-year plan before he or she can
14    consider a lease sale, before you could even consider
15    doing exploration, before any production, and before, of
16    course, decommissioning.
17              So it's a very long process.  And it was
18    intended to be long so there were lots of checks and
19    balances.
20              Now, since this box here is the biggest box,
21    this is where it's very general.  This is where some
22    decisions are made that are of a very large nature, but
23    before you start getting to any of these, it starts
24    focusing down.
25              For example -- let's go to this one here.  This


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 9


 1    is what we are here for tonight.  What is in this proposed
 2    plan?  Not the final, but the proposed is that in the
 3    Beaufort Sea and in the Chukchi there may be one sale, one
 4    each, 2015, 2016, somewhere in these two areas.  We know
 5    right now that the red areas, which are the deferral
 6    areas, are areas the Secretary has already decided no
 7    activity can occur there.  No leases can be given.
 8                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Why didn't they go
 9    all the way to the Canadian border?
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.
11    And I don't know the answer to that, but because we are
12    early in the process, the deferral areas can change.  They
13    can get bigger.  At least this is the smallest the
14    deferral areas could be.
15              For example, at the meeting last night, in
16    Nuiqsut and then in Wainwright, for example -- especially
17    in Wainwright, they were saying that's 25 miles.  I went
18    out to get a whale at 45 miles.  That deferral area might
19    be bigger.  It should be bigger.  So we heard that.  We
20    heard last night at Nuiqsut that that's a small area, and
21    this is a small area.  I don't see any deferral areas
22    there.  We may tell you where we want a deferral area.
23    And they told us where some of the deferral areas should
24    be, and they should be bigger.  Right?  You were there.
25    And so that's in the notes.
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 1              In the past we have had these regional lease
 2    sales, these area wide leasing where they put everything
 3    open and it's like the wild west.  No more.  We are moving
 4    away from that.  As we go through the process, the
 5    Secretary is really considering how do we make the area
 6    smaller that we offer up for she's you don't have these
 7    big areas.  So that's where we are in the stage of the
 8    process now.
 9              This is the largest it could ever be.  The red
10    areas are the smallest it could be.  They could be bigger.
11    The Secretary hasn't decided.  That's why we are here
12    today so that when it comes time for a lease sale, let's
13    say 2015 or 2016, what is actually offered for a lease.
14    And Renee is the expert in this.  It could look very
15    different.  It may -- most likely will not be these two
16    big areas.  They will be much smaller.  Could the deferral
17    areas be bigger?  Yes, the deferral areas could be bigger.
18    Could it be that the lease sales don't happen in 2015 or
19    2016?  If the Secretary is not comfortable that we don't
20    have enough information, that it's not a good decision,
21    they can change -- he or she can change his decision.
22              It's like this Secretary canceled after 2008 all
23    of the other lease sales that were going to happen in
24    Alaska, and they were canceled for this current program.
25              And then I know this is Cook Inlet.  There is
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 1    one sale that may occur in Cook Inlet, but that is for a
 2    special sale so that if industry is interested, then we
 3    have got to go through all the environmental reviews and
 4    things like that.  But there hasn't been a lot of interest
 5    and we don't want to spend a lot of our resources that may
 6    be needed in the Arctic doing something where there is no
 7    interest.  But the Secretary has put that on the table, as
 8    well.
 9              That big document that we are talking about,
10    these environmental impact statements, are written so that
11    you have basically full disclosure.  If a lease sale were
12    to occur somewhere, what's going to be impacted?  Who is
13    going to be impacted?  You have got whales out there.  You
14    have got walrus.  You have got seals.  You have got
15    subsistence communities.  You have the subsistence
16    culture.  You have got air quality that could be impacted
17    or changed.  There is a whole list of things:  Noise,
18    bottom disturbance, air emissions.  What happens if you
19    put pipelines?  If the industry wants to have a pipeline,
20    where would it go?  You know, the marine mammals,
21    archeological resources.
22              When we went out for the scoping for this
23    document, we asked you all and everybody else what should
24    be in the document.  Well, this document has been written
25    not exclusively by us.  NOAA, National Marine Fisheries
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 1    Service were a cooperating agency.  The State of Alaska
 2    was a cooperating agency.  And the North Slope Borough was
 3    a cooperating agency.  And that document is not final.
 4    It's a draft.  And so last month in November it went
 5    public.  It's on the Web.  We have got CDs.  I can leave
 6    you the big documents there.
 7              What we are looking for is for people to look at
 8    the document, study the maps, read parts of it, page
 9    through it and say what we missed.  What's important to
10    me, particularly after the other night, was traditional
11    knowledge.  We had some Elders there that told us a lot of
12    good information.  I mean, it was captivating.  We got the
13    information on how the ice has changed, how when he was a
14    child some of the icebergs were 30 feet tall, how they
15    only had to go so many miles to get a whale.  Now they
16    have to go a lot further.  The one gentleman said my whale
17    that I got recently was 45 miles offshore.  Your deferral
18    area is 25.  That doesn't make sense.  So that's the kind
19    of information we are looking for.
20              Then what we do with that is we take that
21    information, we make that document even better, and then
22    my dear friend Renee and her Washington colleagues, she
23    sits with the Secretary and says if you decide to have
24    leases in Alaska, the Arctic, this is what you need to
25    know in terms of the environment, in terms of culture.  We
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 1    have got it in the document here.  We spoke with people.
 2    We heard their concerns.  This is what they said.  And
 3    then the Secretary decides, do I want to leave those lease
 4    sales in the Beaufort and the Chukchi.
 5              And then if there is a lease sale, how big would
 6    that sale area be, and then we start the process again.
 7    We have to do another environmental impact statement on,
 8    okay, we heard people are concerned about the deferral
 9    area sizes.  They are concerned about bottom disturbance.
10    We heard last night that some of the hunters said that
11    some of the seals may not be healthy.  There may be some
12    lesions.  If that's the case, we need to know about that.
13              And so that's what we're here tonight for.  This
14    process is moving.  It's moving slow.  The Secretary said
15    we are taking a cautious approach to the Arctic, and go
16    out, meet with the communities, hear what they have to
17    say, tell me what they are saying, make that a bigger
18    document.  And we are not going to make any firm decisions
19    until we do that.  And so that's why we are here tonight,
20    or this afternoon.
21              And we want people to talk with us.  This is
22    your meeting.  We have got the document with us.  We have
23    got CDs.  It's on the Web so people can get it.  We passed
24    out a lot of the DVDs to schoolchildren.  They gave them
25    to their teachers.  That's why we are here.
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 1              And I'm talking too much.
 2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Keep talking.  We
 3    need more information.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's good.  Some of my
 5    folks, like Jennifer back there, is an oceanographer.  She
 6    worked on the document.  The other lady who was here,
 7    Nancy Deschu, is a fisheries biologist and a water quality
 8    specialist.  Unfortunately, the plane was so small we
 9    couldn't bring our entire technical staff here, but any
10    questions you have got or anything you want us to get back
11    with you on, we can do.  But that's why we are here today.
12    How do we do the right thing?
13              Go to this chart right here.  Here is where we
14    are right here, November 2011 to January 2012.  That's the
15    review of the EIS and the plan.  It's not going to be
16    finalized until late 2012.  The Secretary is taking his
17    time.  And you can send information -- this is where to
18    send the information.  We have got that hanging there.
19    And we have got it there, and it's on the CDs, and it's on
20    the Web.  We are trying to be a pest for just about
21    everybody here.  We don't want anybody to feel left out.
22              We had a great meeting last night in Nuiqsut.
23    Edward was our translator, and we had his brother Isaac
24    there.  We had -- Alice was an elder and Marjorie.  A lot
25    of good discussion.  They kept us on our toes.  Right?
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 1                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I enjoyed listening
 2    to it.
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It was a good meeting,
 4    very good meeting.
 5                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  My name is Carla
 6    Sims Kayotuk.  I just want to go on the record stating
 7    that, as important as this meeting is, that with the
 8    scheduling conflict, I think it would have been nice if
 9    you guys maybe would have just canceled and rescheduled
10    and done it more proper so we could have had more people
11    here.  I know you are trying to do everything you can to
12    try and get people to come over here, but I think it would
13    have been better if you would have just rescheduled and
14    done it more proper.
15              Saying that, I do agree with what you are
16    saying, some of the Nuiqsut people said about the deferred
17    areas.  I think for our area it's way too small.  And I
18    think we have stated that in the past that we would like
19    to see the deferred areas larger.
20              Myself, I'd like to see the area where I use and
21    my family uses -- we go all along the coast from here all
22    the way to the east to the Canadian border and past the
23    Canadian border.  But I know you can't do anything past
24    the Canadian border, but up to the demarcation point.  And
25    then we go as far as Brownlow/Flaxman/Canning area, and
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 1    sometimes a little bit past that.  And I'd like to see
 2    that area deferred all along the coast.  And I know we
 3    have gone many miles out.  So I'm not a whaler, so I don't
 4    go out as far as they do, but I know they would like their
 5    area protected, but I don't know what miles they would be
 6    concerned about.  But I know they have gone -- I don't
 7    know.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thirty, 40 miles?
 9                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Sometimes 50.
10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So that's one of
11    my main concerns.  My main concern really is I prefer
12    there not be any more lease sales.  I just think that
13    nothing has been proven that they can clean an oil spill
14    if there is any oil spill out there.  And you can't say
15    there is not going to be because look what happened down
16    south.  And I'm just unwilling to take a chance that our
17    ocean could be ruined.
18              We live off of that.  If you don't have that
19    stuff, we are not going to have what we need to survive up
20    here.  Granted, things are changing, but we still need the
21    animals to survive, and the ice, too.  And if they open
22    more lease sales up there, that means more ship
23    activities, more iceberg breakers.  I think our ice is
24    having a hard enough time as it is right now growing and
25    thickening, new ice growing.  And the more icebergs [sic]


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 17


 1    they have out there breaking up that ice, I think it's
 2    making it harder for that ice to stabilize again.
 3              When I was growing up, we never used to have ice
 4    pressure ridges really close by, and if you drove in this
 5    morning, you can see the ice ridges right there.  We are
 6    unable to really go to our spring camps now safely because
 7    the pressure ridges are right there.  With the way our
 8    rivers are, when my mom and them would go to their duck
 9    camps, they would have to go way out into the ocean to get
10    away from the mouths of the rivers where it's overflowing
11    and stuff like that, so they would have to go way out into
12    the ocean to get to them.  And they can't do that anymore.
13    And so people are taking chances crossing.  And so I think
14    it's very important to keep the icebreakers away from --
15    from the ice out there.
16              And my opinion is I think you have enough lease
17    sales out there to leave -- leave it alone.  I think it's
18    too -- too unpredictable to take chances.  So that's --
19    that's my view on it.
20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Thank you.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  And your
22    name, ma'am?  You mentioned about sometimes 50 miles.
23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Uh-huh.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name is?
25                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Nora Jane Burns.
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 1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I just want to make sure
 2    that we get everything.
 3                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question
 4    for you.  Did you send any of this document to the whaling
 5    communities?
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes.
 7                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And have they
 8    responded to it?
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We sent it all out.  I'm
10    meeting with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Committee next
11    week.  We are going to be in Barrow.  We are also going to
12    all the other villages, too, Point Hope, Point Lay,
13    Kotzebue.  We were at Nuiqsut last night and Wainwright
14    early in the week.
15                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  We have whaling
16    captains here that should be here, and they would give you
17    better insight on how far they go out whaling and stuff
18    like that because we have quite a few people that are
19    whalers.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Uh-huh.
21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And I know, I
22    myself, we go out boating, I myself, at least a small
23    business owner, and we use this area for tourists to show
24    our land.  But more importantly, the food out there -- the
25    animals out there is our food, seals, fish, and all the
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 1    sea animals out there, they need to be protected.  Polar
 2    bears especially, because they are starting to come into
 3    the land more because the ice is receding more and it's
 4    not getting -- it's starting to freeze up later, and it's
 5    just too much for the animals.  And they are, like,
 6    getting stressed.
 7              And I myself, I'd like to see more protection
 8    for the ocean and zero development out in the -- anywhere.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  With the conflicts with
10    this meeting, I can't make any promises, but I will see if
11    we can come back again very soon.  It would be very good
12    if we had the whaling captains here, as well.  And it's
13    very unfortunate.  We had some last night and we had some
14    in Wainwright.  Our schedule has messed that up here.
15    I'll see what we can do.
16                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And December is kind
17    of bad because everybody is trying to hightail it to go
18    shopping for Christmas shopping and stuff.  So November
19    and December we are always busy because we have hunters
20    going up into the mountains to harvest sheep for us for
21    our Thanksgiving feast and Christmas feast because we are
22    always using the land no matter what, whether it's, you
23    know, the ocean or the land.  We are connected to both.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Let me make a note that
25    we will try to get back to Kaktovik very soon because of


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 20


 1    the problems with the scheduling.
 2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So does this mean
 3    that you are -- is this the new five-year plan that you
 4    are proposing?
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.
 6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Does this constitute
 7    a meeting with the village even if there is just four of
 8    us here?  Because we don't represent the whole village.
 9    It's just our own little insight that we know what we want
10    to protect.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I went into city hall
12    and met with Fenton today.  I met with him for a while,
13    and he was hoping to come, but his schedule, he says, is
14    crazy like everyone else's.  We are hoping to have a
15    wider -- more people here.  That's why I've got a note
16    here that we probably need to come back.  But you are
17    still here, so we want to talk to you.  And this is the
18    proposed five-year plan.  There was a draft plan that came
19    about about when, Renee?
20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It was in January of 2009.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And so after they had
22    the public hearings and the scoping and everything, it was
23    a much bigger five-year plan.
24                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yes, it was.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And it was cut back a
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 1    lot.  So they went from a big draft to what we have now is
 2    the proposed.  And it's a lot smaller.  And the final will
 3    be probably different than what we have now.  So it's part
 4    of the process.
 5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  How big are the --
 6    those sales, how many miles in circumference?
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  The lease blocks
 8    are three by three, three miles by three miles.  But the
 9    difference here -- and again, Renee is the expert -- in
10    the past we would have area-wide leasing where we were
11    going to take the whole area out there, and oil companies
12    would come in and bid on I want to do that one, I want to
13    do that one, I want that little spot over there.
14              We are moving away from that.  We want to look
15    at the areas.  Where are the deferral areas?  What areas
16    need to be protected?  Where are the areas where there is
17    most likely to be oil and gas?  So if it's there, why do
18    we have to have that area?  Where are the whale
19    migrations?  Where are -- is there a lot of hunting?
20    Where is a lot of people going for seals?
21              Get all that information so we go away from this
22    big, large area where everybody puts money on the table
23    and we say no.  This was an area where there is a lot of
24    hunting.  This area has whale migrations.  This area has
25    no oil and gas, but sometimes people fish there.  This
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 1    area is important for the ice.  There is no oil there.  So
 2    maybe we can have an area for leasing here and an area for
 3    leasing over here, and maybe one area here, not the whole
 4    big thing.  How did I do, Renee?
 5                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's good.  That's
 6    exactly --
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are trying to make it
 8    more specific what needs to be protected, what would be
 9    the conflicts, and how do we avoid conflict.
10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Just don't be out
11    here.
12                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's written down here,
13    too.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's written down
15    there, too.
16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I wanted to
17    clarify, when I was saying how we have to go out on the
18    ocean to get to our duck camps, someone might say why
19    don't they just go through the land.  How we need the
20    ocean, well, we are on an island, for one.  And then so a
21    lot of times the channel there is flooded so we can't
22    cross over to the mainland, but we are still able to go
23    out on the ocean side and go further out to our duck
24    camps.  And a lot of the good spots for duck camping is --
25    they are like 30-plus miles away, and so -- yeah, about 30
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 1    miles, huh?
 2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  To my camp it's --
 3    snowmachine is 12 miles.  When you go on ocean, it's 15
 4    miles.  And that's just to the Jago River.  So it's going
 5    to be more.  It's in the lagoon.  It's in the Jago Lagoon,
 6    so it's 15.
 7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  It's probably 20
 8    miles to Puka [ph], but they also go out to Powdy [ph],
 9    which is, what, 30 miles, 36 miles, 40 miles.  That's the
10    next DEW line site, so that's about 36 miles.  Yep.  And
11    so that ocean stability is very important for us.  So --
12                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Don't let Shell in.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Understood.  You have
14    been awful quiet over there.  I've met you many times at
15    many meetings.
16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I'm wondering,
17    too, with this next five-year plan, is he -- it just
18    mainly deals with just Alaska, correct?
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  It's the whole
20    country.
21                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It's the whole country.
22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So I'm wondering
23    if next time you come if you can bring, like, the proposed
24    areas that he has for --
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can show you that.
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 1                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Oh, you have it?
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  When we have had
 3    the meetings the last couple days, no one asked, and so we
 4    didn't put the -- thank you very much, Jennifer.  We want
 5    to make it tailored for everybody.  You would have the
 6    western Gulf of Mexico, there would be some sales, the
 7    central Gulf of Mexico, and a very slim part of the
 8    eastern Gulf.  So three areas, a tiny little sliver there,
 9    central and western.  Then maybe one sale in Cook Inlet
10    and then maybe one sale in Beaufort and one in Chukchi.
11                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  And I'm also
12    curious to see how much of deferred areas all the other
13    coastal areas have, too --
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be good.
15                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  -- just to get a
16    comparison of what Alaska has compared to the other
17    states.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Uh-huh.
19                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So, if that's
20    possible.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They don't really use
22    the term deferral.
23                    MS. RENEE ORR:  In the central and western
24    Gulf of Mexico, there really aren't any deferred areas
25    other than wildlife refuges.
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 1                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Flower banks,
 2    Flower Garden Banks and coral.
 3                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  So what is the term
 4    that they use?
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The way it works, I'm
 6    going to not use the fancy leasing lingo because this
 7    started when I was a grad student at Texas A&M.  They did
 8    all their studies and they found there were certain
 9    topographic features.  Like Jennifer mentioned the Flower
10    Gardens.  The Flower Gardens were two undersea mountains
11    that came up that had the corals on it.  Not a good place
12    for oil and gas.  So basically they say, no, those two
13    underwater mountains and the corals are not appropriate.
14    Then there were other areas, like Gyer Bank and Stetson
15    Bank and Claypile Bank, that were very important to
16    fisheries.  So they really don't call it a deferral area.
17    They just take these groups of blocks and just say no.
18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Also the Flower Garden
19    Banks is a National Marine Sanctuary, and we are not
20    allowed to lease in National Marine Sanctuary.  But there
21    are other areas in the Gulf from the ones that Jim
22    mentioned where we have additional restrictions on what
23    activities can take place there.  They have -- maybe the
24    cuttings have to be shunted all the way to the floor or
25    they can't dispose of them there at all.  So additional
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 1    protections.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then there is
 3    military areas where it's really not good to have an oil
 4    and gas platform where you have these military exercises.
 5    And then in some areas, for example, where the shrimp
 6    fishermen shrimp, the pipelines are buried under the sea
 7    floor, I think, eight to 12 feet so the shrimp nets can be
 8    pulled across the surface of the sea floor.  So they have
 9    that kind of stipulations.
10              As I say, they don't call them deferral areas,
11    but there are certain mitigations they put in there that
12    if you are going to operate here, you have to do this.  If
13    you are going to operate here, you can't do this.  And
14    that area over there is no.  So they try to work that out
15    before a lease sale happens so the oil companies know
16    that, okay, you have this big area, but there is a whole
17    bunch of little areas where the leases are not available.
18                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I don't know if
19    you can answer this, but isn't there like -- because you
20    are federal and then the State has, like, the inside.
21                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Within the three miles.
22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  The three miles
23    inside.  If those areas are deferred, is that deferred too
24    from the State, too, then doing their lease sales, or is
25    that just after the three miles?
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 1                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That would just be a
 2    federal action.  The State has really exclusive
 3    jurisdiction over what happens in State waters.
 4                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Another thing
 5    that really bothers me with these lease sales is I know
 6    you guys might consider this village quiet, but to me it's
 7    not quiet; it's loud.  So when I go camping, I go to get
 8    away from all the hustle and bustle that we have here in
 9    Barter.  And I'm just worried that all of that is going to
10    change once more lease sales open and everything.  And
11    it's just going to take away from the whole thing of
12    getting away.
13              And we are real limited as to where we can go in
14    the summertime because we have ANWR in our backyard.  We
15    can't take our four-wheelers and just go up if we don't
16    have Native allotments and stuff like that.  So all of our
17    camping and recreation and stuff like that is pretty much
18    coastal because our rivers are too shallow.  We can't take
19    our boats up our rivers, so we are pretty much coastal
20    people in the summertime.  And I just hate to, in the
21    future, be going out in my boat to go to my summer camp
22    and there is a drill rig right there in the way and I have
23    to go around it or I hear it off in the distance and
24    stuff.
25              And with -- with that, not just the oil rigs
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 1    that you are going to have; you are going to have all the
 2    traffic, the helicopters, the planes to do the change out
 3    of the people and everything.  And the noise level is just
 4    going to increase tremendously.
 5              We see it -- we have been seeing it for years
 6    with just the exploration stuff going on.  With Point
 7    Thompson and the other things, the amount of traffic has
 8    quadrupled.  And it's -- it's terrible.  It's -- it's just
 9    terrible.  I don't know what else I can say about it.  Not
10    only for us, but for our animals, for our caribou.  We see
11    it all the time where the caribou are inadvertently hazed
12    because of the noise and everything.
13              I work for the North Slope Borough wildlife
14    department part time collecting harvest status, and I have
15    a lot of hunters that come to me and say there was another
16    plane that flew over just while we were waiting for -- we
17    waited five hours for that caribou to come down, and just
18    before it reached us this plane flew over and off goes the
19    caribou and stuff.  And I hear that every summer.
20              And there is really not much we can do about it
21    because, for one, they can't really get the numbers off of
22    the planes.  They're out there hunting.  They're not there
23    carrying their cameras and stuff like that to try and get
24    numbers off of planes.  And that's the only way to really
25    document it is if you get the numbers off of the aircraft
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 1    and stuff.  So sometimes we are able to do that, but it's
 2    just going to get worse as time goes on if there is
 3    more -- more development going on.
 4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  One of the
 5    concerns I got is the flaring.  I think that's the biggest
 6    pollution that happens here in the North Slope.  Is there
 7    some way they could filter those and capture all that
 8    carbon before it spreads out?
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They should.  Before
10    they can vent or flare, they have to get an okay to do
11    that, and we are very much concerned about that situation.
12    And people have been fined terribly for venting and
13    flaring that weren't authorized for some emergency.  So
14    it's -- the venting and flaring is an important issue.
15    And I'm glad you raised it.
16                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Because, you know,
17    springtime we can see that smog from east to west as far
18    as you can see.  I've flown to Barrow a number of times,
19    and we not only go through one layer of smog, but two
20    layers.  And just smelling it gives me a headache, burns
21    my eyes and my nose.  And what's going out here, it's
22    poisoning the fish, krill and everything that lives under
23    that ice.  That's going to affect all the animals here.
24    This is the birthplace of many animals.  Like to keep it
25    that way.  We have a number of rivers here that harbor
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 1    many fish all along the coast, east and west from here.
 2    What are we going to live off if that is gone?
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Exactly.
 4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  More fish are
 5    starting to be --
 6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Have sores on their
 7    bodies, soft belly, and never used to be there.  I'd like
 8    to elaborate on Bruce's air thing.  So this time of the
 9    day or when it's starting to -- when we are starting to
10    get daylight, you can see haze along the horizon.  And
11    it's yellow, yellowish, then it's a layer of just haze
12    coming across and it looks -- it's -- it would come from
13    the west, and it just comes around over the ocean.  You
14    have seen it before.  And it's awful.  When I was growing
15    up, I never seen any of that.  So all that stuff is --
16    they may say that they have the permit, but who is to say
17    how much -- what is allowable.  Maybe they are going past
18    the allowable thing.  They need to go zero.
19                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  It's an
20    accumulation, too, of all the different companies.  You
21    know, you might have an air quality for one, but when you
22    combine all the different things that are out there, then
23    it's -- it's the accumulation of all of that that builds
24    up is what we are starting to be concerned about.
25                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We have the


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 31


 1    highest upper respiratory sickness on the North Slope, and
 2    it's all from carbon monoxide.  It's a serious thing.
 3    Mercury poisoning is pretty serious, and it's in our fish.
 4    Everything else that live off the fish has got it, the
 5    seals, the polar bears.  Might as well put them all on the
 6    extinct list.
 7                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question:
 8    On your EIS or your environmental studies, did you do
 9    prebaseline studies, or did you collect old information
10    from old studies and then do your own studies and compare
11    them to that?  Is that how you do your EIS studies or --
12    and then when you come out with your findings, we hardly
13    ever hear what were the findings for the air, the ocean,
14    the temperatures of the ocean, what's changing from 50
15    years ago to now.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good
17    question.  First of all, we have our own science program,
18    the old MMS and now BOEM.  We have spent about
19    $350,000,000 on about 400 studies.  Now, it's not just
20    those that are in that document.  We also used the reports
21    from NOAA, from USGS, from the National Science
22    Foundation, work that's done by the North Slope Borough
23    and the University of Alaska at Fairbanks and Anchorage,
24    plus anything else we can get.
25              But you touched on something very important,
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 1    that there is a lot of information out there being done
 2    and collected by a lot of different individuals and
 3    institutions that go back 25 years, 50 years, even 100
 4    years, but it hasn't been put together very well.  The
 5    USGS at the request of the Secretary came out with a
 6    report just a couple months ago that said there were
 7    information gaps.  And a lot of those gaps we are already
 8    addressing in the work that we are doing.
 9              But probably one of the biggest gaps was tying
10    all that disparate information together.  So that's why in
11    the Secretary's proposed program, he is not proposing any
12    lease sales before 2015 so that we have time to catch up,
13    get that information that's in this document, and tie it
14    together with other information that we are still finding
15    so that when it comes time for a lease sale and we have to
16    do an EIS for that specific lease sale, that we have that
17    information plus new information and old information, sort
18    of a baseline, and put it together.  So you touched on a
19    weakness, and that's why the Secretary is saying we are
20    not doing any more leasing until maybe 2015 or even '16.
21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So how much more
22    information you will be collecting?  How many more
23    scientists we are going to see coming through this little
24    island or to the other villages?
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I hear it gets pretty


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 33


 1    busy up here with scientists.  There is a lot of studies
 2    going on.  I think we alone have got 50 or 60 studies
 3    going on, just BOEM alone, and then you have all the other
 4    agencies.  And then, again, it's not coordinated very
 5    well.  I sit on the oversight group of the North Slope
 6    Science Initiative that's supposed to connect it better.
 7    The President also earlier this year set up an
 8    organization called the interagency work group on
 9    coordinating energy permitting in the Arctic for Alaska.
10              Well, last week, December 1st, that interagency
11    work group that is chaired by Deputy Secretary David
12    Hayes -- he's the number two man in the Interior -- he got
13    his group together and then brought in other scientific
14    groups, such as Fran Ulmer who is from Fairbanks, and now
15    she's in charge of the Arctic Research Commission.  Got
16    her together, Marcia McNutt from USGS, and a lot of
17    high-ranking scientists throughout the country and said
18    okay, we, have this interagency work group that's
19    coordinating permitting decisions so we know who is doing
20    what.  Now we are going to make sure all the science
21    that's out there is better filtered into that process.
22              So the short answer to your question -- I just
23    gave you the long answer -- is the more information, we
24    have the better.  The more studies we can fund the better.
25    We just have to coordinate it better because I have heard
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 1    other citizens up here say that you have scientists flung
 2    different directions and they don't know where they are
 3    at.
 4              And I think we have this tonight.  We set this
 5    meeting up weeks and weeks ago, only to find out the Corps
 6    of Engineers is having a meeting.  How did that happen?
 7    We have got to coordinate better.
 8                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  It's getting to
 9    be --
10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  The oil
11    companies, too.  Next week we have two oil companies come
12    in the same day, same time.
13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Closer to Christmas.
14                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  The Army Corps of
15    Engineers, the city is actually baffled by that.  They are
16    just over there trying to sort that out.  They don't know
17    the status of that meeting for tonight.
18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I think they might
19    be joint meeting with the oil companies.
20                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  The Army Corps, for
21    what it's worth, did have that muni center room reserved
22    for tonight.  We checked.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If they don't show up
24    and they messed up our schedule, shame on them, right?
25                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah.
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 1                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's in my notes, too.
 2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  You are going to
 3    factor all the studies?  Because we are losing land here,
 4    just like Kivalina is losing land every year.  Last couple
 5    of -- we didn't lose this year.  Last year we lost like
 6    big chunks of land along the coast there towards the west
 7    end of the island from big-time erosion.  And we had
 8    like -- it was three years in a row we had like
 9    house-sized chunks of land breaking off the -- along the
10    coast there.  And our airport is flooding more and more
11    every year.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's not good.
13                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I'm Qaiyaan Suesue.
14    I got married a couple months ago.  And I, first of all,
15    thank Kaktovik for welcoming me here, also, and I feel
16    very much at home.  I haven't been here since I was young,
17    and I can't recall that trip.
18              I'm very glad I made it.  And just in this short
19    period of time hearing your comments, I've heard so much,
20    and you all as my Elders, I really respect that and will
21    do my best to take your concerns and comments and relay
22    that to my peers in the younger generation.
23              As you know, BOEM folks, I used to be the
24    natural resources director for ICAS.  Personal reasons I
25    had to leave with scheduling and kids and whatnot.  So now
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 1    I work on independent contract, and I'm funded by
 2    nonprofit organizations that allow me to come get involved
 3    with the communities.
 4              I know one of the main concerns that I noticed
 5    that we had when I was with ICAS is the scheduling
 6    conflicts.  And this situation tonight is very common.
 7    And your name again?
 8                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  Nancy.
 9                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Talking to Nancy in
10    the hallway and explaining to her also when we say who
11    else is here, the Army Corps of Engineers with the Point
12    Thompson project.  And it's -- as BOEM -- and I know
13    Michael Haller does a wonderful job trying to coordinate
14    to the communities scheduling.  And of course, year-round,
15    you know, December, November is a bad time, but so is
16    February and March.  All year-round is a bad time.
17              But you know, what I like is that you do make
18    the effort to try to coordinate these meetings wonderful.
19    And I know from working with ICAS, the Corps of Engineers
20    also does the same with Rosetta Alcantra.  Her and Michael
21    Haller became my best friends there.  So I know there is a
22    lot of coordination.  We appreciate that.
23              I think what I heard today and yesterday in
24    Nuiqsut and here that is most shocking to me is the yellow
25    haze.  Wainwright folks -- or Nuiqsut folks said the same
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 1    thing.  And I was born and raised in Barrow.  I've never
 2    seen the yellow haze in Barrow.
 3              I do know what was very alarming was that
 4    tomorrow in the community of Nuiqsut they are having a
 5    funeral for an infant who got diagnosed with leukemia.
 6    And just very recently another infant just got diagnosed
 7    with leukemia.  And as I'm there to attend the BOEM
 8    meeting I of course walk into the community and everybody
 9    is, oh, you are here with BOEM, or are you here with Shell
10    because Shell happened to be in Nuiqsut, also.  And to
11    make it clear I'm here as an independent Inupiat community
12    member and hunter.
13              And I know when talking to people in the village
14    of Nuiqsut and trying to encourage them to come to the
15    meetings, it was very alarming to hear about that second
16    case of leukemia.  And I go, boy, that's kind of strange
17    for such a small population.  I wonder why.  And it's very
18    evident to the folks there.  They go, well, why do you
19    think?  Alpine is right there, you know.  We have -- here
20    we are near Prudhoe Bay, and I can't imagine -- I'm
21    curious to see what that haze looks like.  We don't get it
22    as far as Barrow right now, but that is very alarming.
23              And I know having done a lot of work with the
24    EPA also, it is individual permits, but that does -- that
25    does accumulate.  So these are very real and very current
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 1    situations that we are looking at.  So I think to take
 2    those into consideration as a priority with the new
 3    five-year plan is very critical.
 4              Also I was very shocked to see that Nuiqsut
 5    still doesn't have their deferral area and that the
 6    Kaktovik deferral area is very small.  And as you know and
 7    as our community members know, we are, as a people,
 8    bombarded left, right, weekly, daily, hourly by different
 9    federal agencies, different oil industry groups.  And now
10    so the scientific community.  It's very hard to keep track
11    of all of this information.  And I really appreciate and
12    hope that the new management here with BOEM meets separate
13    and takes a better look at this and tries to lay it out to
14    our people in a more understandable way.
15              But I guess what one of my main comments
16    tonight, if needed to be heard, is the deferral area.
17    These are areas that have been and are well established
18    and will not change within the next five years, so there
19    is no reason to delay making that decision.
20              And on a personal note also, I appreciate the
21    efforts being made by the federal agencies, by the oil
22    industry in compiling these documents as specific as
23    possible.  Particularly from Shell, a lot of the compiled
24    plans and documents and scientific research that they are
25    providing and padding the fall for our people, I would
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 1    say, can be very convincing.  And a lot of times it's very
 2    impeccable.  But you have to take into consideration that
 3    as impeccable as that plan is, it's in its infancy
 4    compared to what our people know.
 5              And we are not going to lose our leverage and we
 6    are not going to be so quick and easy to accept that this
 7    is going to happen in our ocean, offshore development.  It
 8    is going to happen.  So I urge you to take this very
 9    seriously, consider the time.  And I appreciate that it is
10    a five-year plan.  It's a very long, slow process.
11              And I guess, with that said, one of the main
12    things I would focus on is spreading awareness and
13    education to our communities to be a part of this process.
14    If you come into a community and nobody even knows what
15    time the meeting is, how can we be sure that we know all
16    the facts of this process that is our right to participate
17    in?  So I would try to increase the effort to spread
18    awareness and education about these processes.  Thank you.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Thank you very much.
21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I'd like to suggest
22    you guys hire a liaison for each village so they can let
23    people know or the village leaders know that you guys are
24    coming for an important meeting like this.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm hearing from the two


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 40


 1    conversations something that's like that, but one step
 2    even further.  We have our community liaison, Mike Haller,
 3    but I wonder if the Corps of Engineers has a community
 4    liaison.  And I wonder.
 5                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Her name is Rosetta
 6    Alcantra.
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So maybe our community
 8    liaisons should all work together and help us not have
 9    these conflicts.
10                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Yes.  And you know,
11    it's not just the Corps of Engineers and BOEM; it's
12    NOAA and Shell.  It's Fish & Wildlife.  It's FERC.  It's
13    EPA.  It's --
14                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I work for the North
15    Slope Borough mayor's office.  I'm the village liaison,
16    but I posted your guys' information, and having two
17    million people coming in for meetings got everybody all
18    flustered or confused.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I'm sorry.  Sorry
20    about that.
21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Because I said I
22    know there was a meeting sometime today, but --
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that -- I did call
24    Mike Haller.  As I said, we were out there and he was
25    saying, look, I spoke with the mayor's office at Kaktovik.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 41


 1    They said they had a conflict.  They gave us this room.
 2    And Tory, I guess, was out arranging everything.  So sorry
 3    that this happened.  And I've got -- number one on my list
 4    here is try to reschedule a meeting for Kaktovik.
 5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  That would be
 6    better.  And whenever we suggest meetings to people to
 7    come and we always say June is the best one for our
 8    village because we are deadlocked.  We cannot -- we can't
 9    leave the island because ice is too -- it's ready to break
10    through, so we can't even go on a snowmachine.  We can't
11    go anywhere.  It's too rotten of ice.  So we always
12    suggest June, you know, and nobody ever visits.  Sometimes
13    they do, sometimes they don't.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So June you are trapped
15    here, so we have a trapped audience.
16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I was going to
17    say, you have our undivided attention.  We would probably
18    be, like, yes, a meeting, yea, something to do.  We might
19    all be very grouchy because we're island bound, but we
20    will be here.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We'll make sure we have
22    good goodies.
23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  We might be at the
24    bonfire.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can have a meeting at
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 1    the bonfire.
 2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Bruce did bring
 3    up something earlier that I just wanted to expand on just
 4    a little bit.  He was saying that our area is a birthplace
 5    for a lot of animals and stuff like that, too.  And it's
 6    also true for the waterfowl and the little birds and stuff
 7    that come up.  A lot of people don't realize that the
 8    birds actually come from here.  They come up and they
 9    nest.  They have their young here and then they fly to
10    wherever they fly to.  And so I think our area is -- is
11    really important for their habitat and everything.
12              And I just hate for all of that to be destroyed
13    if there is ever an oil spill out there.  With the
14    currents that we have, if you come during the
15    summertime -- even right now you might be able to see all
16    the driftwood that we have along our coast.  We don't have
17    trees.  Where did those come from, you know?  It's through
18    the current system.  And it travels long distances.  So --
19    and when you go up the rivers, you can see the driftwood
20    way up inside of the rivers and stuff like that, too.  So
21    you know that it's bringing stuff up into some of the
22    rivers and stuff like that.  And so if there is ever an
23    oil spill, it's going to go everywhere.  And so that's
24    just another one of my concerns.
25                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  And our coastline
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 1    is different from where they had Prudhoe Bay oil spill,
 2    that ship wreck.  We have a lot of moss, small gravel in
 3    these lagoons.  If you do have an oil spill, I'm pretty
 4    sure you are going to have a hard time cleaning this --
 5    the lagoons.  All your equipment is made for deep sea.
 6    You don't have anything -- I've never seen anything in
 7    your business.  I haven't seen anything that can come and
 8    clean an oil spill in six-inch water.  I've never seen
 9    anything there yet.
10              And another one is if you are going to drill
11    offshore here, how many ships are you going to have ready
12    for skimming and for an oil spill?  What I heard, there
13    might be one or two out there, but that ain't enough.
14    What happened in deep sea, you need something more than
15    that.  You need ten ships, maybe, 20 ships out here
16    anchored around your rig or whatever because if that --
17    once that oil gets spread out here, that's it.  You kill
18    the seals.  You kill the whales, krill, shrimp, fish, all
19    the waterfowl.  We are going to lose the whole nine yards.
20    And maybe all the salmon that they are catching over in
21    Southeast Alaska or Southwest Alaska come from here.
22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.
23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  If this is wiped
24    out, you wipe them out, too.  So you have to be prepared
25    for an oil spill.  And I don't see -- you are not prepared
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 1    for it.  I can tell you that right now.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that's an area of
 3    a lot of discussion and debate, and you have touched on
 4    it.
 5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  If you come out
 6    here in the summertime, you will be free from some ice,
 7    but there will always be ice out here.  Like I came from
 8    Canada late this summer, and I run into a patch of
 9    icebergs out here between here and the border.  It's going
10    to be some of that out here.  And if you do have an oil
11    spill mid-season, you don't have enough time to clean it
12    before it starts to freeze up because once it starts
13    freezing, that's it.  You got no control of it.  You can't
14    clean it.  And it's in a worse mess.  You can't clean the
15    ice.  You can't clean what's under the ice.  This is the
16    birthplace of all the animals.  If you wipe it out, that's
17    it.  And it will be like a desert.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good points.  Good
19    points.
20                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I'd also like to say
21    it again for the record.  What I know is said time and
22    time again, and it's become the obvious.  Why is nobody
23    understanding this?  There is not -- we don't have
24    adequate infrastructure to support any type of offshore
25    activity, let alone the cleanup.  We do not have roads in
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 1    or out.  We do not have any ports.  The nearest Coast
 2    Guard is 1,000 miles away.  The weather, the harsh
 3    conditions, it's too unpredictable.
 4              I could have told you about a year ago when I
 5    heard -- heard comments made about hurricane-force winds.
 6    I thought that was an exaggeration because I was born and
 7    raised here, and you don't realize that they are
 8    hurricane-force winds but, of course, we are sitting
 9    inside and you don't notice anything until just a couple
10    of weeks ago it was all over the news.  Western Alaska as
11    far up as Barrow was getting hurricane-force winds,
12    classified as hurricane-force winds.  So that does happen.
13              And the weather now, our environment, our
14    people, our culture, our animals, have enough stress
15    already with the climate change.  This is just -- a
16    five-year plan is good, but it's not good enough.  Five
17    years is a very short time period.  I can say from my
18    personal experience -- I'm only 31, and I, in my lifetime,
19    have noticed the effects of the climate change right
20    before my eyes that to this day --
21              Do you ever see that presentation given where
22    they show how big the polar ice cap was and how much it's
23    receding?  To this day -- I've seen that about 50 times in
24    different presentations here and there, and I bawl my eyes
25    out every single time because I remember that.
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 1              My house is on the ocean.  I remember 4th of
 2    July and running muugruking on the ice, running and
 3    jumping the ice, still having landlocked ice.  I remember
 4    Christmas when the twilight comes up a little bit -- my
 5    house is right on the ocean.  You see the full, solid-pack
 6    ices out there.  Right now it's not, and this is just
 7    happened within such a short period of time.
 8              So definitely, with no way of cleaning up a
 9    spill adequately, not enough infrastructure, the climate
10    change, the harsh climate already, this is something that
11    is just not -- it doesn't make sense.  It does not make
12    sense.  It needs to be prodded over for more than five
13    years because by then it's going to be a whole different
14    picture, our environment.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anything else?  We
16    outnumber you terribly here, almost three to one.  But
17    this is good information.  Some of it is not the same as
18    last night, which is good.  It's different.  It's new.  I
19    will do my best to try to get us back here so we can get
20    more of the whaling captains into things.
21                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I would like to
22    comment on something that was said in Nuiqsut, also.
23    Marjorie, was that her name?  Yes.  She talked about how
24    the food tastes different.  She remembers the food.  I --
25    like I said, I'm 31.  I -- I've noticed that change in
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 1    this short time.  Also village to village -- I live in
 2    Barrow, but traveling out to the different villages and,
 3    you know, being a -- an expert on Inupiat cuisine, there
 4    are very -- there are not even subtle differences in the
 5    taste of different foods.  There are very obvious
 6    differences in the taste of, say, caribou meat from Barrow
 7    to Wainwright or Barrow to here, even the whale meat, the
 8    fish.  They taste different.
 9              And I know a lot of the people in Point Lay and
10    Wainwright will say, well, it's because your guys' caribou
11    and Nuiqsut's caribou, it's all the dirty -- they eat the
12    dirty grasses so it tastes different.  I love going to
13    Wainwright.  I'm sorry I missed it because I have the best
14    caribou there.  Good-tasting.  So there is a difference
15    with food.
16              And I would hate to have that happen with our
17    muktuk.  That's the number one.  I would hate to notice
18    that difference.  I would hate for my children to notice
19    that difference.
20                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Can I say
21    something?  The caribou -- I'm 55 years old.  I have
22    been hunting since I was 13 on my own.  Since the '70s,
23    that's about when we started -- when I started noticing
24    that the caribou, something was happening with their
25    lungs.  I'm starting to see more of that every year now.
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 1    And that's just not healthy.  They are just -- there is no
 2    fat on them.  Their lungs are stuck to their rib cage, and
 3    they are hard, heavy.  I guess is it's from carbon
 4    monoxide.
 5              And during the summer and spring seasons, we get
 6    a lot of that east -- or west wind from that Prudhoe Bay.
 7    Smog is drifting clean over the North Slope.  I'm just
 8    starting to see more of that every year now.  This
 9    flaring, that's been bugging me for many years, you know.
10    And I know about it.
11              This mercury poisoning, we have been talking
12    about that for many years in Canada and they are still
13    fighting it.  Your people know about it.  Your so-called
14    scientists know about it.  Why aren't you people doing
15    anything about it?  That's what I'd like to know.  I
16    haven't seen any improvement on it.  And are they doing
17    the 24-hour flaring or are they doing it weekly, daily, or
18    what is it?
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will make sure that's
20    in the notes about the flaring issue and the mercury.
21                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  And this
22    30-year -- 30 years of mercury buildup out here, I wonder
23    how thick it is at the bottom down here.  That's killing
24    off everything right there.
25              About 20 years ago, I used to work for a
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 1    shipping company in Canada.  We used to see a lot of
 2    seals, a lot of whales, and in some communities near the
 3    coast, the shorelines are just pink with krill and shrimp.
 4    I haven't been there for 20 years.  I'd like to see it if
 5    it's still there.  Because that feeds all the seals, the
 6    fish, the whales.
 7              We are getting different kind of animals here
 8    now.  I wonder if this mercury poisoning is contributing
 9    to other things like climate change or global warming.  I
10    think it is, so I'd like that to be looked at, checked
11    out.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comments.
13                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  One last factor I'd
14    like to include in the -- that goes along with the -- the
15    unpredictable weather, the ice conditions.  I recently
16    heard an Elder speak about the icebergs, and I never fully
17    wrapped my head around what could possibly happen, but in
18    hearing Shell with their proposed exploratory drilling
19    plans, they seem to often say, well, it's in very shallow
20    water.  It's not like Deepwater Horizon.  It's very
21    shallow.
22              What blew my mind away recently was that I heard
23    an Elder talking about the icebergs.  When you notice a
24    huge iceberg, as big as it is, we have to remember that is
25    only the tip of the iceberg.  In that shallow water, that
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 1    ice is going to drag along the bottom.  And they do.  They
 2    dig trenches along the bottom.  So as safe as it sounds to
 3    not have another Deepwater Horizon happen because they are
 4    drilling in shallow waters, you can't stop -- the Titanic
 5    couldn't stop an iceberg.  It's going to come along and
 6    trench through the bottom.  And whatever equipment they
 7    have, whatever plans they have is -- there is nothing
 8    that's going to stop that.
 9              So the ice conditions are very -- very
10    unpredictable.  And that's the course of nature right
11    there that is unlike anywhere else on this planet.
12                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Yeah.  If you have
13    an icebreaker, a bunch of icebreakers running around out
14    here, that's just speeding up the process of climate
15    change.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've heard that before.
17    Good point.
18                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  What's your name?
19                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce.
20                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Qaiyaan.
21                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  My parents are
22    originally from here, but they moved to Canada back in
23    '30s, and I was born there.  So I have dual citizenship.
24    I decided to come here 11 years ago, and I have been here
25    since then.  I used to work for the oil industry over in
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 1    Canada, and a shipping company over there.  Came here, and
 2    I'm doing tourism over here.
 3                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  Where were you in
 4    Canada?
 5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Aklavik.
 6                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  North of Newfoundland?
 7                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  It's 300 miles
 8    east of here on the coastline.  Our people over there
 9    depend on the coastline.  There is about seven communities
10    that depend on that coastline.  All the Natives over there
11    use the coastline year-round, summer and winter.  The
12    summertime they use it for fishing and whaling, belugas
13    and the bowhead, birds, caribou.  It's another birthing
14    place for caribou, which is just west of the MacKenzie
15    River.  And all the way down this coastline here is
16    birthing grounds for caribou.  They do a lot of fishing
17    over there, also.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Excellent.  Thank you.
19                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  I just oppose
20    offshore.  That's all I can say because you are not
21    prepared for it.  You don't have the means for recovery or
22    storage.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  From what
24    I hear from our sister agency, BSEE, the safety group,
25    that's an issue of very much discussion right now.  So you
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 1    are right on the mark.
 2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Good.
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are right on.
 4    Anything else?
 5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  (Shakes head.)
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  This turned out to be a
 7    pretty good meeting.  We only had a few people here, but I
 8    think we got a lot of good information.
 9                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Some great information.
10    And we will stay until 7:00, and if anybody --
11                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  We have a plan set up
12    so that somebody is over there at 6:30 onwards and send
13    everybody over here.  John is going to go over there.
14                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  I'll go over there
15    about quarter till and I'll hold down the fort.  And if
16    anyone shows up, I'll send them here.  And I have my cell
17    on me.  So I'll keep you posted.  If there is no one
18    there at 7:30 or 7:45 --
19                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  So we might get some of
20    the Army Corps people.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are more fun.
22               (Off the record from 6:02 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.)
23                    MS. KATHLEEN FISHER:  I just think that
24    before we step into this new area of offshore drilling in
25    the Arctic, that we need to have all our Is dotted and Ts
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 1    crossed because the Arctic is fragile and it wouldn't
 2    survive the kind of spill they had in the Gulf.  That's
 3    it.  I don't think there is any way we could ever clean it
 4    all up.  It would just never come back.  The end.
 5               (Proceedings adjourned 7:25 p.m.)
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Who would be a good


 3  person to give a blessing?


 4             (Blessing offered by Carla Sims Kayotuk.)


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: All right.  And so this


 6  is a good way to start.  I'm going to sit down here.  My


 7  name's Jim Kendall.  And some of you have seen me before.


 8  We have met.  I came up here not quite a year ago to


 9  Anchorage, and I was asked to serve in an acting capacity


10  when John Goll retired.  Well, I must have done something


11  right because they said, we want you to stay.  So I'm no


12  longer the guy who is just here temporarily.  So I'm here


13  for good.  My family moved up.  We are living in


14  Anchorage, and we are real happy.  I've got friends here


15  now.  So this is a good thing.


16            But what we are going to talk about tonight is


17  the Secretary of Interior's next five-year plan for oil


18  and gas leasing.  It's just a proposal.  Nothing is


19  definite.  And the Secretary takes this so seriously that


20  it's not just those of us in Anchorage that have to carry


21  the message.  He also sent representatives from


22  Washington, D.C.


23            I've got Renee Orr who joined us.  Renee is an


24  executive out of our D.C. office.  And she's the chief of


25  strategic resources that would be over the leasing, the
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 1  oil and gas resources that are in the ground.  That's the


 2  geology and also the economics.


 3            We also have Tim Holder with us.  Now, Tim is in


 4  the environmental division, and he spent over 28 years --


 5                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Twenty-five.


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Twenty-five years in


 7  Nome and Anchorage.  So he's trying to get people in D.C.


 8  to understand what it's really like to be in Alaska.  So


 9  he's our liaison.


10            We have a few other folks with us.  I've got


11  Jennifer Culbertson back there.  She's also from


12  headquarters.  She's an oceanographer, Ph.D. in


13  oceanography.  I've got Rob McWhorter back there.  Rob is


14  with Argonne National Labs, and they are helping put


15  together the EIS we are going to talk about.


16            And aside from the most important people in the


17  room, which is you all, the second-most important person


18  in the room is our good friend, Mary.  Mary makes sure


19  that everything that's said at the meeting is recorded so


20  we can get your message across.


21            Now, we have changed the meeting a bit.  If you


22  have been to some of the old meetings we had, we


23  basically, I'm told, would come and stand in front of the


24  room and say, talk to us.  Well, we want to do that


25  tonight, but we brought a little presentation so that we
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 1  can all level the playing field.  This is hard enough


 2  without people trying to figure out what are you talking


 3  about.


 4            So basically we are talking about two things.


 5  We are talking about a potential plan for oil and gas


 6  leasing from 2012 to 2017 that is in the planning stage


 7  only.  And then we are going to talk about the


 8  environmental impact statement, the environmental work


 9  that is part of this review.  And that's the big document


10  back there.  It's in three volumes.


11            Now, who are we?  We are with the Bureau of


12  Ocean Energy Management.  Some of you may remember the old


13  MMS.  Well, after April 20, 2010, Deepwater Horizon, there


14  was a lot of soul-searching, a lot of review, a lot of


15  investigation on what could we do to not only never allow


16  this to happen again, but how do we set up a new structure


17  so that any perceived conflicts or any real conflicts


18  can't occur.


19            So what they did, the President and Secretary,


20  is they broke the old MMS into three groups.  There is a


21  group that handles the money.  That's the Office of


22  Natural Resources Revenue.  They completely separated them


23  from us.  You know, the people that are concerned with


24  revenue and who is making money, they were moved away from


25  us.  So we don't worry about that anymore.  That's not our
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 1  job.


 2            Then they took the folks that do the inspections


 3  and do the engineering and give the fines.  They broke


 4  that off in a separate group and said the only thing you


 5  do is you do your inspections, you focus on environmental


 6  enforcement, and you make sure that anything that's


 7  allowed to be done is done by the book.  And if it's not,


 8  you come in and you thump people.  That's your job.  You


 9  are the policemen.


10            Then there is our group, BOEM.  Our job is to


11  work with stakeholders such as yourself to put together


12  these five-year plans that make sense, to do the


13  environmental science, to do the environmental reviews,


14  and make sure that there is a lot of good discussion, good


15  science, and that the decisions that are made are made


16  taking into account everything:  The science, the culture,


17  the resources, the economics, everything.  That's what we


18  worry about.  We don't worry about the inspections because


19  someone else is going to be looking over everybody's


20  shoulders.  And we don't worry about the money.  They are


21  someplace else in another building.


22            So we just focus on leasing, the science, the


23  reviews and what should be allowed to be where and make


24  the information we get from you to the Secretary.  So


25  that's what went into this.  This is a long process.
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 1            So something that hit me when I came to some of


 2  the other meetings where I met some of you before -- and I


 3  didn't realize this until we chatted about it -- that we


 4  keep coming back to your communities and it seems like we


 5  are saying the same thing, and sometimes the community


 6  members say they say the same thing.  Why are you here?


 7  You keep coming back.  You take up our time in the


 8  evenings.  We have other things to do.  We all have


 9  families.  And yet we tell you the same thing we told you


10  for years and years and years.  And some of the Elders


11  have been talking to the old MMS people for, like, 30


12  years.


13            Well, there is this OCS Lands Act, this law


14  that's out there that says before the Secretary can have a


15  lease sale, it has to be in a five-year plan.  And before


16  you can have a five-year plan, you have to go out and talk


17  to the people.  If you don't talk to the people, you don't


18  hear what they say, you don't factor that into your


19  decisions, then you can't have a plan and you can't have a


20  lease sale.  It's against the law.


21            So the law requires us to come out here probably


22  more often than we have.  And so you are going to see more


23  of us to see what -- to hear what you say, package that up


24  and give it to the Secretary because the law says that


25  this is your land, this is your communities, you need to
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 1  have a say in this.  And therefore, we are going to come


 2  out here as often as we can so that you know what's going


 3  on and the Secretary knows what's going on and so the law


 4  says go out there and talk to the constituents, the people


 5  that live out there.  So that's why we keep coming back.


 6            Right now we are at the tail end of the previous


 7  five-year plan, the 2007 to 2012.  Well, once that 2007 to


 8  '12 plan expires -- once it expires the Secretary can hold


 9  no more leases.  It's against the law by that OCS Lands


10  Act.  So the Secretary has to have a new plan together,


11  2012 to 2017.  This -- that's the thing right here.  He


12  has to have -- he or she, the Secretary of the Interior,


13  has to have this five-year plan before he or she can


14  consider a lease sale, before you could even consider


15  doing exploration, before any production, and before, of


16  course, decommissioning.


17            So it's a very long process.  And it was


18  intended to be long so there were lots of checks and


19  balances.


20            Now, since this box here is the biggest box,


21  this is where it's very general.  This is where some


22  decisions are made that are of a very large nature, but


23  before you start getting to any of these, it starts


24  focusing down.


25            For example -- let's go to this one here.  This
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 1  is what we are here for tonight.  What is in this proposed


 2  plan?  Not the final, but the proposed is that in the


 3  Beaufort Sea and in the Chukchi there may be one sale, one


 4  each, 2015, 2016, somewhere in these two areas.  We know


 5  right now that the red areas, which are the deferral


 6  areas, are areas the Secretary has already decided no


 7  activity can occur there.  No leases can be given.


 8                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Why didn't they go


 9  all the way to the Canadian border?


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a good question.


11  And I don't know the answer to that, but because we are


12  early in the process, the deferral areas can change.  They


13  can get bigger.  At least this is the smallest the


14  deferral areas could be.


15            For example, at the meeting last night, in


16  Nuiqsut and then in Wainwright, for example -- especially


17  in Wainwright, they were saying that's 25 miles.  I went


18  out to get a whale at 45 miles.  That deferral area might


19  be bigger.  It should be bigger.  So we heard that.  We


20  heard last night at Nuiqsut that that's a small area, and


21  this is a small area.  I don't see any deferral areas


22  there.  We may tell you where we want a deferral area.


23  And they told us where some of the deferral areas should


24  be, and they should be bigger.  Right?  You were there.


25  And so that's in the notes.
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 1            In the past we have had these regional lease


 2  sales, these area wide leasing where they put everything


 3  open and it's like the wild west.  No more.  We are moving


 4  away from that.  As we go through the process, the


 5  Secretary is really considering how do we make the area


 6  smaller that we offer up for she's you don't have these


 7  big areas.  So that's where we are in the stage of the


 8  process now.


 9            This is the largest it could ever be.  The red


10  areas are the smallest it could be.  They could be bigger.


11  The Secretary hasn't decided.  That's why we are here


12  today so that when it comes time for a lease sale, let's


13  say 2015 or 2016, what is actually offered for a lease.


14  And Renee is the expert in this.  It could look very


15  different.  It may -- most likely will not be these two


16  big areas.  They will be much smaller.  Could the deferral


17  areas be bigger?  Yes, the deferral areas could be bigger.


18  Could it be that the lease sales don't happen in 2015 or


19  2016?  If the Secretary is not comfortable that we don't


20  have enough information, that it's not a good decision,


21  they can change -- he or she can change his decision.


22            It's like this Secretary canceled after 2008 all


23  of the other lease sales that were going to happen in


24  Alaska, and they were canceled for this current program.


25            And then I know this is Cook Inlet.  There is
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 1  one sale that may occur in Cook Inlet, but that is for a


 2  special sale so that if industry is interested, then we


 3  have got to go through all the environmental reviews and


 4  things like that.  But there hasn't been a lot of interest


 5  and we don't want to spend a lot of our resources that may


 6  be needed in the Arctic doing something where there is no


 7  interest.  But the Secretary has put that on the table, as


 8  well.


 9            That big document that we are talking about,


10  these environmental impact statements, are written so that


11  you have basically full disclosure.  If a lease sale were


12  to occur somewhere, what's going to be impacted?  Who is


13  going to be impacted?  You have got whales out there.  You


14  have got walrus.  You have got seals.  You have got


15  subsistence communities.  You have the subsistence


16  culture.  You have got air quality that could be impacted


17  or changed.  There is a whole list of things:  Noise,


18  bottom disturbance, air emissions.  What happens if you


19  put pipelines?  If the industry wants to have a pipeline,


20  where would it go?  You know, the marine mammals,


21  archeological resources.


22            When we went out for the scoping for this


23  document, we asked you all and everybody else what should


24  be in the document.  Well, this document has been written


25  not exclusively by us.  NOAA, National Marine Fisheries


Page 12


 1  Service were a cooperating agency.  The State of Alaska


 2  was a cooperating agency.  And the North Slope Borough was


 3  a cooperating agency.  And that document is not final.


 4  It's a draft.  And so last month in November it went


 5  public.  It's on the Web.  We have got CDs.  I can leave


 6  you the big documents there.


 7            What we are looking for is for people to look at


 8  the document, study the maps, read parts of it, page


 9  through it and say what we missed.  What's important to


10  me, particularly after the other night, was traditional


11  knowledge.  We had some Elders there that told us a lot of


12  good information.  I mean, it was captivating.  We got the


13  information on how the ice has changed, how when he was a


14  child some of the icebergs were 30 feet tall, how they


15  only had to go so many miles to get a whale.  Now they


16  have to go a lot further.  The one gentleman said my whale


17  that I got recently was 45 miles offshore.  Your deferral


18  area is 25.  That doesn't make sense.  So that's the kind


19  of information we are looking for.


20            Then what we do with that is we take that


21  information, we make that document even better, and then


22  my dear friend Renee and her Washington colleagues, she


23  sits with the Secretary and says if you decide to have


24  leases in Alaska, the Arctic, this is what you need to


25  know in terms of the environment, in terms of culture.  We
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 1  have got it in the document here.  We spoke with people.


 2  We heard their concerns.  This is what they said.  And


 3  then the Secretary decides, do I want to leave those lease


 4  sales in the Beaufort and the Chukchi.


 5            And then if there is a lease sale, how big would


 6  that sale area be, and then we start the process again.


 7  We have to do another environmental impact statement on,


 8  okay, we heard people are concerned about the deferral


 9  area sizes.  They are concerned about bottom disturbance.


10  We heard last night that some of the hunters said that


11  some of the seals may not be healthy.  There may be some


12  lesions.  If that's the case, we need to know about that.


13            And so that's what we're here tonight for.  This


14  process is moving.  It's moving slow.  The Secretary said


15  we are taking a cautious approach to the Arctic, and go


16  out, meet with the communities, hear what they have to


17  say, tell me what they are saying, make that a bigger


18  document.  And we are not going to make any firm decisions


19  until we do that.  And so that's why we are here tonight,


20  or this afternoon.


21            And we want people to talk with us.  This is


22  your meeting.  We have got the document with us.  We have


23  got CDs.  It's on the Web so people can get it.  We passed


24  out a lot of the DVDs to schoolchildren.  They gave them


25  to their teachers.  That's why we are here.
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 1            And I'm talking too much.


 2                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Keep talking.  We


 3  need more information.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's good.  Some of my


 5  folks, like Jennifer back there, is an oceanographer.  She


 6  worked on the document.  The other lady who was here,


 7  Nancy Deschu, is a fisheries biologist and a water quality


 8  specialist.  Unfortunately, the plane was so small we


 9  couldn't bring our entire technical staff here, but any


10  questions you have got or anything you want us to get back


11  with you on, we can do.  But that's why we are here today.


12  How do we do the right thing?


13            Go to this chart right here.  Here is where we


14  are right here, November 2011 to January 2012.  That's the


15  review of the EIS and the plan.  It's not going to be


16  finalized until late 2012.  The Secretary is taking his


17  time.  And you can send information -- this is where to


18  send the information.  We have got that hanging there.


19  And we have got it there, and it's on the CDs, and it's on


20  the Web.  We are trying to be a pest for just about


21  everybody here.  We don't want anybody to feel left out.


22            We had a great meeting last night in Nuiqsut.


23  Edward was our translator, and we had his brother Isaac


24  there.  We had -- Alice was an elder and Marjorie.  A lot


25  of good discussion.  They kept us on our toes.  Right?
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 1                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: I enjoyed listening


 2  to it.


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It was a good meeting,


 4  very good meeting.


 5                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: My name is Carla


 6  Sims Kayotuk.  I just want to go on the record stating


 7  that, as important as this meeting is, that with the


 8  scheduling conflict, I think it would have been nice if


 9  you guys maybe would have just canceled and rescheduled


10  and done it more proper so we could have had more people


11  here.  I know you are trying to do everything you can to


12  try and get people to come over here, but I think it would


13  have been better if you would have just rescheduled and


14  done it more proper.


15            Saying that, I do agree with what you are


16  saying, some of the Nuiqsut people said about the deferred


17  areas.  I think for our area it's way too small.  And I


18  think we have stated that in the past that we would like


19  to see the deferred areas larger.


20            Myself, I'd like to see the area where I use and


21  my family uses -- we go all along the coast from here all


22  the way to the east to the Canadian border and past the


23  Canadian border.  But I know you can't do anything past


24  the Canadian border, but up to the demarcation point.  And


25  then we go as far as Brownlow/Flaxman/Canning area, and


Page 16


 1  sometimes a little bit past that.  And I'd like to see


 2  that area deferred all along the coast.  And I know we


 3  have gone many miles out.  So I'm not a whaler, so I don't


 4  go out as far as they do, but I know they would like their


 5  area protected, but I don't know what miles they would be


 6  concerned about.  But I know they have gone -- I don't


 7  know.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thirty, 40 miles?


 9                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Sometimes 50.


10                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: So that's one of


11  my main concerns.  My main concern really is I prefer


12  there not be any more lease sales.  I just think that


13  nothing has been proven that they can clean an oil spill


14  if there is any oil spill out there.  And you can't say


15  there is not going to be because look what happened down


16  south.  And I'm just unwilling to take a chance that our


17  ocean could be ruined.


18            We live off of that.  If you don't have that


19  stuff, we are not going to have what we need to survive up


20  here.  Granted, things are changing, but we still need the


21  animals to survive, and the ice, too.  And if they open


22  more lease sales up there, that means more ship


23  activities, more iceberg breakers.  I think our ice is


24  having a hard enough time as it is right now growing and


25  thickening, new ice growing.  And the more icebergs [sic]
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 1  they have out there breaking up that ice, I think it's


 2  making it harder for that ice to stabilize again.


 3            When I was growing up, we never used to have ice


 4  pressure ridges really close by, and if you drove in this


 5  morning, you can see the ice ridges right there.  We are


 6  unable to really go to our spring camps now safely because


 7  the pressure ridges are right there.  With the way our


 8  rivers are, when my mom and them would go to their duck


 9  camps, they would have to go way out into the ocean to get


10  away from the mouths of the rivers where it's overflowing


11  and stuff like that, so they would have to go way out into


12  the ocean to get to them.  And they can't do that anymore.


13  And so people are taking chances crossing.  And so I think


14  it's very important to keep the icebreakers away from --


15  from the ice out there.


16            And my opinion is I think you have enough lease


17  sales out there to leave -- leave it alone.  I think it's


18  too -- too unpredictable to take chances.  So that's --


19  that's my view on it.


20                  MS. RENEE ORR: Thank you.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  And your


22  name, ma'am?  You mentioned about sometimes 50 miles.


23                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Uh-huh.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And your name is?


25                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Nora Jane Burns.


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(4) Page 14 - Page 17







 


Public Hearing For Programmatic Five Year 
Environmental Impact Statement BOEM


Kaktovik, Alaska
December 07, 2011


Page 18


 1                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I just want to make sure


 2  that we get everything.


 3                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: I have a question


 4  for you.  Did you send any of this document to the whaling


 5  communities?


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, yes.


 7                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: And have they


 8  responded to it?


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We sent it all out.  I'm


10  meeting with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Committee next


11  week.  We are going to be in Barrow.  We are also going to


12  all the other villages, too, Point Hope, Point Lay,


13  Kotzebue.  We were at Nuiqsut last night and Wainwright


14  early in the week.


15                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: We have whaling


16  captains here that should be here, and they would give you


17  better insight on how far they go out whaling and stuff


18  like that because we have quite a few people that are


19  whalers.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Uh-huh.


21                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: And I know, I


22  myself, we go out boating, I myself, at least a small


23  business owner, and we use this area for tourists to show


24  our land.  But more importantly, the food out there -- the


25  animals out there is our food, seals, fish, and all the
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 1  sea animals out there, they need to be protected.  Polar


 2  bears especially, because they are starting to come into


 3  the land more because the ice is receding more and it's


 4  not getting -- it's starting to freeze up later, and it's


 5  just too much for the animals.  And they are, like,


 6  getting stressed.


 7            And I myself, I'd like to see more protection


 8  for the ocean and zero development out in the -- anywhere.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: With the conflicts with


10  this meeting, I can't make any promises, but I will see if


11  we can come back again very soon.  It would be very good


12  if we had the whaling captains here, as well.  And it's


13  very unfortunate.  We had some last night and we had some


14  in Wainwright.  Our schedule has messed that up here.


15  I'll see what we can do.


16                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: And December is kind


17  of bad because everybody is trying to hightail it to go


18  shopping for Christmas shopping and stuff.  So November


19  and December we are always busy because we have hunters


20  going up into the mountains to harvest sheep for us for


21  our Thanksgiving feast and Christmas feast because we are


22  always using the land no matter what, whether it's, you


23  know, the ocean or the land.  We are connected to both.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Let me make a note that


25  we will try to get back to Kaktovik very soon because of
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 1  the problems with the scheduling.


 2                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: So does this mean


 3  that you are -- is this the new five-year plan that you


 4  are proposing?


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yeah.


 6                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Does this constitute


 7  a meeting with the village even if there is just four of


 8  us here?  Because we don't represent the whole village.


 9  It's just our own little insight that we know what we want


10  to protect.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I went into city hall


12  and met with Fenton today.  I met with him for a while,


13  and he was hoping to come, but his schedule, he says, is


14  crazy like everyone else's.  We are hoping to have a


15  wider -- more people here.  That's why I've got a note


16  here that we probably need to come back.  But you are


17  still here, so we want to talk to you.  And this is the


18  proposed five-year plan.  There was a draft plan that came


19  about about when, Renee?


20                  MS. RENEE ORR: It was in January of 2009.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And so after they had


22  the public hearings and the scoping and everything, it was


23  a much bigger five-year plan.


24                  MS. RENEE ORR: Yes, it was.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And it was cut back a
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 1  lot.  So they went from a big draft to what we have now is


 2  the proposed.  And it's a lot smaller.  And the final will


 3  be probably different than what we have now.  So it's part


 4  of the process.


 5                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: How big are the --


 6  those sales, how many miles in circumference?


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  The lease blocks


 8  are three by three, three miles by three miles.  But the


 9  difference here -- and again, Renee is the expert -- in


10  the past we would have area-wide leasing where we were


11  going to take the whole area out there, and oil companies


12  would come in and bid on I want to do that one, I want to


13  do that one, I want that little spot over there.


14            We are moving away from that.  We want to look


15  at the areas.  Where are the deferral areas?  What areas


16  need to be protected?  Where are the areas where there is


17  most likely to be oil and gas?  So if it's there, why do


18  we have to have that area?  Where are the whale


19  migrations?  Where are -- is there a lot of hunting?


20  Where is a lot of people going for seals?


21            Get all that information so we go away from this


22  big, large area where everybody puts money on the table


23  and we say no.  This was an area where there is a lot of


24  hunting.  This area has whale migrations.  This area has


25  no oil and gas, but sometimes people fish there.  This
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 1  area is important for the ice.  There is no oil there.  So


 2  maybe we can have an area for leasing here and an area for


 3  leasing over here, and maybe one area here, not the whole


 4  big thing.  How did I do, Renee?


 5                  MS. RENEE ORR: That's good.  That's


 6  exactly --


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We are trying to make it


 8  more specific what needs to be protected, what would be


 9  the conflicts, and how do we avoid conflict.


10                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Just don't be out


11  here.


12                  MS. RENEE ORR: That's written down here,


13  too.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's written down


15  there, too.


16                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: I wanted to


17  clarify, when I was saying how we have to go out on the


18  ocean to get to our duck camps, someone might say why


19  don't they just go through the land.  How we need the


20  ocean, well, we are on an island, for one.  And then so a


21  lot of times the channel there is flooded so we can't


22  cross over to the mainland, but we are still able to go


23  out on the ocean side and go further out to our duck


24  camps.  And a lot of the good spots for duck camping is --


25  they are like 30-plus miles away, and so -- yeah, about 30
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 1  miles, huh?


 2                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: To my camp it's --


 3  snowmachine is 12 miles.  When you go on ocean, it's 15


 4  miles.  And that's just to the Jago River.  So it's going


 5  to be more.  It's in the lagoon.  It's in the Jago Lagoon,


 6  so it's 15.


 7                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: It's probably 20


 8  miles to Puka [ph], but they also go out to Powdy [ph],


 9  which is, what, 30 miles, 36 miles, 40 miles.  That's the


10  next DEW line site, so that's about 36 miles.  Yep.  And


11  so that ocean stability is very important for us.  So --


12                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Don't let Shell in.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Understood.  You have


14  been awful quiet over there.  I've met you many times at


15  many meetings.


16                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: I'm wondering,


17  too, with this next five-year plan, is he -- it just


18  mainly deals with just Alaska, correct?


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: No.  It's the whole


20  country.


21                  MS. RENEE ORR: It's the whole country.


22                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: So I'm wondering


23  if next time you come if you can bring, like, the proposed


24  areas that he has for --


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I can show you that.
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 1                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Oh, you have it?


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yeah.  When we have had


 3  the meetings the last couple days, no one asked, and so we


 4  didn't put the -- thank you very much, Jennifer.  We want


 5  to make it tailored for everybody.  You would have the


 6  western Gulf of Mexico, there would be some sales, the


 7  central Gulf of Mexico, and a very slim part of the


 8  eastern Gulf.  So three areas, a tiny little sliver there,


 9  central and western.  Then maybe one sale in Cook Inlet


10  and then maybe one sale in Beaufort and one in Chukchi.


11                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: And I'm also


12  curious to see how much of deferred areas all the other


13  coastal areas have, too --


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That would be good.


15                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: -- just to get a


16  comparison of what Alaska has compared to the other


17  states.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Uh-huh.


19                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: So, if that's


20  possible.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: They don't really use


22  the term deferral.


23                  MS. RENEE ORR: In the central and western


24  Gulf of Mexico, there really aren't any deferred areas


25  other than wildlife refuges.
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 1                  MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON: Flower banks,


 2  Flower Garden Banks and coral.


 3                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: So what is the term


 4  that they use?


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The way it works, I'm


 6  going to not use the fancy leasing lingo because this


 7  started when I was a grad student at Texas A&M.  They did


 8  all their studies and they found there were certain


 9  topographic features.  Like Jennifer mentioned the Flower


10  Gardens.  The Flower Gardens were two undersea mountains


11  that came up that had the corals on it.  Not a good place


12  for oil and gas.  So basically they say, no, those two


13  underwater mountains and the corals are not appropriate.


14  Then there were other areas, like Gyer Bank and Stetson


15  Bank and Claypile Bank, that were very important to


16  fisheries.  So they really don't call it a deferral area.


17  They just take these groups of blocks and just say no.


18                  MS. RENEE ORR: Also the Flower Garden


19  Banks is a National Marine Sanctuary, and we are not


20  allowed to lease in National Marine Sanctuary.  But there


21  are other areas in the Gulf from the ones that Jim


22  mentioned where we have additional restrictions on what


23  activities can take place there.  They have -- maybe the


24  cuttings have to be shunted all the way to the floor or


25  they can't dispose of them there at all.  So additional
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 1  protections.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And then there is


 3  military areas where it's really not good to have an oil


 4  and gas platform where you have these military exercises.


 5  And then in some areas, for example, where the shrimp


 6  fishermen shrimp, the pipelines are buried under the sea


 7  floor, I think, eight to 12 feet so the shrimp nets can be


 8  pulled across the surface of the sea floor.  So they have


 9  that kind of stipulations.


10            As I say, they don't call them deferral areas,


11  but there are certain mitigations they put in there that


12  if you are going to operate here, you have to do this.  If


13  you are going to operate here, you can't do this.  And


14  that area over there is no.  So they try to work that out


15  before a lease sale happens so the oil companies know


16  that, okay, you have this big area, but there is a whole


17  bunch of little areas where the leases are not available.


18                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: I don't know if


19  you can answer this, but isn't there like -- because you


20  are federal and then the State has, like, the inside.


21                  MS. RENEE ORR: Within the three miles.


22                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: The three miles


23  inside.  If those areas are deferred, is that deferred too


24  from the State, too, then doing their lease sales, or is


25  that just after the three miles?
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 1                  MS. RENEE ORR: That would just be a


 2  federal action.  The State has really exclusive


 3  jurisdiction over what happens in State waters.


 4                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Another thing


 5  that really bothers me with these lease sales is I know


 6  you guys might consider this village quiet, but to me it's


 7  not quiet; it's loud.  So when I go camping, I go to get


 8  away from all the hustle and bustle that we have here in


 9  Barter.  And I'm just worried that all of that is going to


10  change once more lease sales open and everything.  And


11  it's just going to take away from the whole thing of


12  getting away.


13            And we are real limited as to where we can go in


14  the summertime because we have ANWR in our backyard.  We


15  can't take our four-wheelers and just go up if we don't


16  have Native allotments and stuff like that.  So all of our


17  camping and recreation and stuff like that is pretty much


18  coastal because our rivers are too shallow.  We can't take


19  our boats up our rivers, so we are pretty much coastal


20  people in the summertime.  And I just hate to, in the


21  future, be going out in my boat to go to my summer camp


22  and there is a drill rig right there in the way and I have


23  to go around it or I hear it off in the distance and


24  stuff.


25            And with -- with that, not just the oil rigs
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 1  that you are going to have; you are going to have all the


 2  traffic, the helicopters, the planes to do the change out


 3  of the people and everything.  And the noise level is just


 4  going to increase tremendously.


 5            We see it -- we have been seeing it for years


 6  with just the exploration stuff going on.  With Point


 7  Thompson and the other things, the amount of traffic has


 8  quadrupled.  And it's -- it's terrible.  It's -- it's just


 9  terrible.  I don't know what else I can say about it.  Not


10  only for us, but for our animals, for our caribou.  We see


11  it all the time where the caribou are inadvertently hazed


12  because of the noise and everything.


13            I work for the North Slope Borough wildlife


14  department part time collecting harvest status, and I have


15  a lot of hunters that come to me and say there was another


16  plane that flew over just while we were waiting for -- we


17  waited five hours for that caribou to come down, and just


18  before it reached us this plane flew over and off goes the


19  caribou and stuff.  And I hear that every summer.


20            And there is really not much we can do about it


21  because, for one, they can't really get the numbers off of


22  the planes.  They're out there hunting.  They're not there


23  carrying their cameras and stuff like that to try and get


24  numbers off of planes.  And that's the only way to really


25  document it is if you get the numbers off of the aircraft
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 1  and stuff.  So sometimes we are able to do that, but it's


 2  just going to get worse as time goes on if there is


 3  more -- more development going on.


 4                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: One of the


 5  concerns I got is the flaring.  I think that's the biggest


 6  pollution that happens here in the North Slope.  Is there


 7  some way they could filter those and capture all that


 8  carbon before it spreads out?


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: They should.  Before


10  they can vent or flare, they have to get an okay to do


11  that, and we are very much concerned about that situation.


12  And people have been fined terribly for venting and


13  flaring that weren't authorized for some emergency.  So


14  it's -- the venting and flaring is an important issue.


15  And I'm glad you raised it.


16                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Because, you know,


17  springtime we can see that smog from east to west as far


18  as you can see.  I've flown to Barrow a number of times,


19  and we not only go through one layer of smog, but two


20  layers.  And just smelling it gives me a headache, burns


21  my eyes and my nose.  And what's going out here, it's


22  poisoning the fish, krill and everything that lives under


23  that ice.  That's going to affect all the animals here.


24  This is the birthplace of many animals.  Like to keep it


25  that way.  We have a number of rivers here that harbor


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(7) Page 26 - Page 29







 


Public Hearing For Programmatic Five Year 
Environmental Impact Statement BOEM


Kaktovik, Alaska
December 07, 2011


Page 30


 1  many fish all along the coast, east and west from here.


 2  What are we going to live off if that is gone?


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Exactly.


 4                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: More fish are


 5  starting to be --


 6                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Have sores on their


 7  bodies, soft belly, and never used to be there.  I'd like


 8  to elaborate on Bruce's air thing.  So this time of the


 9  day or when it's starting to -- when we are starting to


10  get daylight, you can see haze along the horizon.  And


11  it's yellow, yellowish, then it's a layer of just haze


12  coming across and it looks -- it's -- it would come from


13  the west, and it just comes around over the ocean.  You


14  have seen it before.  And it's awful.  When I was growing


15  up, I never seen any of that.  So all that stuff is --


16  they may say that they have the permit, but who is to say


17  how much -- what is allowable.  Maybe they are going past


18  the allowable thing.  They need to go zero.


19                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: It's an


20  accumulation, too, of all the different companies.  You


21  know, you might have an air quality for one, but when you


22  combine all the different things that are out there, then


23  it's -- it's the accumulation of all of that that builds


24  up is what we are starting to be concerned about.


25                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: We have the
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 1  highest upper respiratory sickness on the North Slope, and


 2  it's all from carbon monoxide.  It's a serious thing.


 3  Mercury poisoning is pretty serious, and it's in our fish.


 4  Everything else that live off the fish has got it, the


 5  seals, the polar bears.  Might as well put them all on the


 6  extinct list.


 7                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: I have a question:


 8  On your EIS or your environmental studies, did you do


 9  prebaseline studies, or did you collect old information


10  from old studies and then do your own studies and compare


11  them to that?  Is that how you do your EIS studies or --


12  and then when you come out with your findings, we hardly


13  ever hear what were the findings for the air, the ocean,


14  the temperatures of the ocean, what's changing from 50


15  years ago to now.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a very good


17  question.  First of all, we have our own science program,


18  the old MMS and now BOEM.  We have spent about


19  $350,000,000 on about 400 studies.  Now, it's not just


20  those that are in that document.  We also used the reports


21  from NOAA, from USGS, from the National Science


22  Foundation, work that's done by the North Slope Borough


23  and the University of Alaska at Fairbanks and Anchorage,


24  plus anything else we can get.


25            But you touched on something very important,
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 1  that there is a lot of information out there being done


 2  and collected by a lot of different individuals and


 3  institutions that go back 25 years, 50 years, even 100


 4  years, but it hasn't been put together very well.  The


 5  USGS at the request of the Secretary came out with a


 6  report just a couple months ago that said there were


 7  information gaps.  And a lot of those gaps we are already


 8  addressing in the work that we are doing.


 9            But probably one of the biggest gaps was tying


10  all that disparate information together.  So that's why in


11  the Secretary's proposed program, he is not proposing any


12  lease sales before 2015 so that we have time to catch up,


13  get that information that's in this document, and tie it


14  together with other information that we are still finding


15  so that when it comes time for a lease sale and we have to


16  do an EIS for that specific lease sale, that we have that


17  information plus new information and old information, sort


18  of a baseline, and put it together.  So you touched on a


19  weakness, and that's why the Secretary is saying we are


20  not doing any more leasing until maybe 2015 or even '16.


21                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: So how much more


22  information you will be collecting?  How many more


23  scientists we are going to see coming through this little


24  island or to the other villages?


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I hear it gets pretty


Page 33


 1  busy up here with scientists.  There is a lot of studies


 2  going on.  I think we alone have got 50 or 60 studies


 3  going on, just BOEM alone, and then you have all the other


 4  agencies.  And then, again, it's not coordinated very


 5  well.  I sit on the oversight group of the North Slope


 6  Science Initiative that's supposed to connect it better.


 7  The President also earlier this year set up an


 8  organization called the interagency work group on


 9  coordinating energy permitting in the Arctic for Alaska.


10            Well, last week, December 1st, that interagency


11  work group that is chaired by Deputy Secretary David


12  Hayes -- he's the number two man in the Interior -- he got


13  his group together and then brought in other scientific


14  groups, such as Fran Ulmer who is from Fairbanks, and now


15  she's in charge of the Arctic Research Commission.  Got


16  her together, Marcia McNutt from USGS, and a lot of


17  high-ranking scientists throughout the country and said


18  okay, we, have this interagency work group that's


19  coordinating permitting decisions so we know who is doing


20  what.  Now we are going to make sure all the science


21  that's out there is better filtered into that process.


22            So the short answer to your question -- I just


23  gave you the long answer -- is the more information, we


24  have the better.  The more studies we can fund the better.


25  We just have to coordinate it better because I have heard
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 1  other citizens up here say that you have scientists flung


 2  different directions and they don't know where they are


 3  at.


 4            And I think we have this tonight.  We set this


 5  meeting up weeks and weeks ago, only to find out the Corps


 6  of Engineers is having a meeting.  How did that happen?


 7  We have got to coordinate better.


 8                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: It's getting to


 9  be --


10                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: The oil


11  companies, too.  Next week we have two oil companies come


12  in the same day, same time.


13                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Closer to Christmas.


14                  MR. JOHN CALLAHAN: The Army Corps of


15  Engineers, the city is actually baffled by that.  They are


16  just over there trying to sort that out.  They don't know


17  the status of that meeting for tonight.


18                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: I think they might


19  be joint meeting with the oil companies.


20                  MR. JOHN CALLAHAN: The Army Corps, for


21  what it's worth, did have that muni center room reserved


22  for tonight.  We checked.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: If they don't show up


24  and they messed up our schedule, shame on them, right?


25                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Yeah.
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 1                  MS. RENEE ORR: That's in my notes, too.


 2                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: You are going to


 3  factor all the studies?  Because we are losing land here,


 4  just like Kivalina is losing land every year.  Last couple


 5  of -- we didn't lose this year.  Last year we lost like


 6  big chunks of land along the coast there towards the west


 7  end of the island from big-time erosion.  And we had


 8  like -- it was three years in a row we had like


 9  house-sized chunks of land breaking off the -- along the


10  coast there.  And our airport is flooding more and more


11  every year.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's not good.


13                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: I'm Qaiyaan Suesue.


14  I got married a couple months ago.  And I, first of all,


15  thank Kaktovik for welcoming me here, also, and I feel


16  very much at home.  I haven't been here since I was young,


17  and I can't recall that trip.


18            I'm very glad I made it.  And just in this short


19  period of time hearing your comments, I've heard so much,


20  and you all as my Elders, I really respect that and will


21  do my best to take your concerns and comments and relay


22  that to my peers in the younger generation.


23            As you know, BOEM folks, I used to be the


24  natural resources director for ICAS.  Personal reasons I


25  had to leave with scheduling and kids and whatnot.  So now
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 1  I work on independent contract, and I'm funded by


 2  nonprofit organizations that allow me to come get involved


 3  with the communities.


 4            I know one of the main concerns that I noticed


 5  that we had when I was with ICAS is the scheduling


 6  conflicts.  And this situation tonight is very common.


 7  And your name again?


 8                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: Nancy.


 9                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: Talking to Nancy in


10  the hallway and explaining to her also when we say who


11  else is here, the Army Corps of Engineers with the Point


12  Thompson project.  And it's -- as BOEM -- and I know


13  Michael Haller does a wonderful job trying to coordinate


14  to the communities scheduling.  And of course, year-round,


15  you know, December, November is a bad time, but so is


16  February and March.  All year-round is a bad time.


17            But you know, what I like is that you do make


18  the effort to try to coordinate these meetings wonderful.


19  And I know from working with ICAS, the Corps of Engineers


20  also does the same with Rosetta Alcantra.  Her and Michael


21  Haller became my best friends there.  So I know there is a


22  lot of coordination.  We appreciate that.


23            I think what I heard today and yesterday in


24  Nuiqsut and here that is most shocking to me is the yellow


25  haze.  Wainwright folks -- or Nuiqsut folks said the same
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 1  thing.  And I was born and raised in Barrow.  I've never


 2  seen the yellow haze in Barrow.


 3            I do know what was very alarming was that


 4  tomorrow in the community of Nuiqsut they are having a


 5  funeral for an infant who got diagnosed with leukemia.


 6  And just very recently another infant just got diagnosed


 7  with leukemia.  And as I'm there to attend the BOEM


 8  meeting I of course walk into the community and everybody


 9  is, oh, you are here with BOEM, or are you here with Shell


10  because Shell happened to be in Nuiqsut, also.  And to


11  make it clear I'm here as an independent Inupiat community


12  member and hunter.


13            And I know when talking to people in the village


14  of Nuiqsut and trying to encourage them to come to the


15  meetings, it was very alarming to hear about that second


16  case of leukemia.  And I go, boy, that's kind of strange


17  for such a small population.  I wonder why.  And it's very


18  evident to the folks there.  They go, well, why do you


19  think?  Alpine is right there, you know.  We have -- here


20  we are near Prudhoe Bay, and I can't imagine -- I'm


21  curious to see what that haze looks like.  We don't get it


22  as far as Barrow right now, but that is very alarming.


23            And I know having done a lot of work with the


24  EPA also, it is individual permits, but that does -- that


25  does accumulate.  So these are very real and very current
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 1  situations that we are looking at.  So I think to take


 2  those into consideration as a priority with the new


 3  five-year plan is very critical.


 4            Also I was very shocked to see that Nuiqsut


 5  still doesn't have their deferral area and that the


 6  Kaktovik deferral area is very small.  And as you know and


 7  as our community members know, we are, as a people,


 8  bombarded left, right, weekly, daily, hourly by different


 9  federal agencies, different oil industry groups.  And now


10  so the scientific community.  It's very hard to keep track


11  of all of this information.  And I really appreciate and


12  hope that the new management here with BOEM meets separate


13  and takes a better look at this and tries to lay it out to


14  our people in a more understandable way.


15            But I guess what one of my main comments


16  tonight, if needed to be heard, is the deferral area.


17  These are areas that have been and are well established


18  and will not change within the next five years, so there


19  is no reason to delay making that decision.


20            And on a personal note also, I appreciate the


21  efforts being made by the federal agencies, by the oil


22  industry in compiling these documents as specific as


23  possible.  Particularly from Shell, a lot of the compiled


24  plans and documents and scientific research that they are


25  providing and padding the fall for our people, I would
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 1  say, can be very convincing.  And a lot of times it's very


 2  impeccable.  But you have to take into consideration that


 3  as impeccable as that plan is, it's in its infancy


 4  compared to what our people know.


 5            And we are not going to lose our leverage and we


 6  are not going to be so quick and easy to accept that this


 7  is going to happen in our ocean, offshore development.  It


 8  is going to happen.  So I urge you to take this very


 9  seriously, consider the time.  And I appreciate that it is


10  a five-year plan.  It's a very long, slow process.


11            And I guess, with that said, one of the main


12  things I would focus on is spreading awareness and


13  education to our communities to be a part of this process.


14  If you come into a community and nobody even knows what


15  time the meeting is, how can we be sure that we know all


16  the facts of this process that is our right to participate


17  in?  So I would try to increase the effort to spread


18  awareness and education about these processes.  Thank you.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


20                  MS. RENEE ORR: Thank you very much.


21                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: I'd like to suggest


22  you guys hire a liaison for each village so they can let


23  people know or the village leaders know that you guys are


24  coming for an important meeting like this.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I'm hearing from the two
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 1  conversations something that's like that, but one step


 2  even further.  We have our community liaison, Mike Haller,


 3  but I wonder if the Corps of Engineers has a community


 4  liaison.  And I wonder.


 5                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: Her name is Rosetta


 6  Alcantra.


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So maybe our community


 8  liaisons should all work together and help us not have


 9  these conflicts.


10                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: Yes.  And you know,


11  it's not just the Corps of Engineers and BOEM; it's


12  NOAA and Shell.  It's Fish & Wildlife.  It's FERC.  It's


13  EPA.  It's --


14                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: I work for the North


15  Slope Borough mayor's office.  I'm the village liaison,


16  but I posted your guys' information, and having two


17  million people coming in for meetings got everybody all


18  flustered or confused.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, I'm sorry.  Sorry


20  about that.


21                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Because I said I


22  know there was a meeting sometime today, but --


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, that -- I did call


24  Mike Haller.  As I said, we were out there and he was


25  saying, look, I spoke with the mayor's office at Kaktovik.
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 1  They said they had a conflict.  They gave us this room.


 2  And Tory, I guess, was out arranging everything.  So sorry


 3  that this happened.  And I've got -- number one on my list


 4  here is try to reschedule a meeting for Kaktovik.


 5                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: That would be


 6  better.  And whenever we suggest meetings to people to


 7  come and we always say June is the best one for our


 8  village because we are deadlocked.  We cannot -- we can't


 9  leave the island because ice is too -- it's ready to break


10  through, so we can't even go on a snowmachine.  We can't


11  go anywhere.  It's too rotten of ice.  So we always


12  suggest June, you know, and nobody ever visits.  Sometimes


13  they do, sometimes they don't.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So June you are trapped


15  here, so we have a trapped audience.


16                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: I was going to


17  say, you have our undivided attention.  We would probably


18  be, like, yes, a meeting, yea, something to do.  We might


19  all be very grouchy because we're island bound, but we


20  will be here.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We'll make sure we have


22  good goodies.


23                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: We might be at the


24  bonfire.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We can have a meeting at
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 1  the bonfire.


 2                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Bruce did bring


 3  up something earlier that I just wanted to expand on just


 4  a little bit.  He was saying that our area is a birthplace


 5  for a lot of animals and stuff like that, too.  And it's


 6  also true for the waterfowl and the little birds and stuff


 7  that come up.  A lot of people don't realize that the


 8  birds actually come from here.  They come up and they


 9  nest.  They have their young here and then they fly to


10  wherever they fly to.  And so I think our area is -- is


11  really important for their habitat and everything.


12            And I just hate for all of that to be destroyed


13  if there is ever an oil spill out there.  With the


14  currents that we have, if you come during the


15  summertime -- even right now you might be able to see all


16  the driftwood that we have along our coast.  We don't have


17  trees.  Where did those come from, you know?  It's through


18  the current system.  And it travels long distances.  So --


19  and when you go up the rivers, you can see the driftwood


20  way up inside of the rivers and stuff like that, too.  So


21  you know that it's bringing stuff up into some of the


22  rivers and stuff like that.  And so if there is ever an


23  oil spill, it's going to go everywhere.  And so that's


24  just another one of my concerns.


25                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: And our coastline
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 1  is different from where they had Prudhoe Bay oil spill,


 2  that ship wreck.  We have a lot of moss, small gravel in


 3  these lagoons.  If you do have an oil spill, I'm pretty


 4  sure you are going to have a hard time cleaning this --


 5  the lagoons.  All your equipment is made for deep sea.


 6  You don't have anything -- I've never seen anything in


 7  your business.  I haven't seen anything that can come and


 8  clean an oil spill in six-inch water.  I've never seen


 9  anything there yet.


10            And another one is if you are going to drill


11  offshore here, how many ships are you going to have ready


12  for skimming and for an oil spill?  What I heard, there


13  might be one or two out there, but that ain't enough.


14  What happened in deep sea, you need something more than


15  that.  You need ten ships, maybe, 20 ships out here


16  anchored around your rig or whatever because if that --


17  once that oil gets spread out here, that's it.  You kill


18  the seals.  You kill the whales, krill, shrimp, fish, all


19  the waterfowl.  We are going to lose the whole nine yards.


20  And maybe all the salmon that they are catching over in


21  Southeast Alaska or Southwest Alaska come from here.


22                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yeah.


23                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: If this is wiped


24  out, you wipe them out, too.  So you have to be prepared


25  for an oil spill.  And I don't see -- you are not prepared


Page 44


 1  for it.  I can tell you that right now.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, that's an area of


 3  a lot of discussion and debate, and you have touched on


 4  it.


 5                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: If you come out


 6  here in the summertime, you will be free from some ice,


 7  but there will always be ice out here.  Like I came from


 8  Canada late this summer, and I run into a patch of


 9  icebergs out here between here and the border.  It's going


10  to be some of that out here.  And if you do have an oil


11  spill mid-season, you don't have enough time to clean it


12  before it starts to freeze up because once it starts


13  freezing, that's it.  You got no control of it.  You can't


14  clean it.  And it's in a worse mess.  You can't clean the


15  ice.  You can't clean what's under the ice.  This is the


16  birthplace of all the animals.  If you wipe it out, that's


17  it.  And it will be like a desert.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good points.  Good


19  points.


20                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: I'd also like to say


21  it again for the record.  What I know is said time and


22  time again, and it's become the obvious.  Why is nobody


23  understanding this?  There is not -- we don't have


24  adequate infrastructure to support any type of offshore


25  activity, let alone the cleanup.  We do not have roads in
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 1  or out.  We do not have any ports.  The nearest Coast


 2  Guard is 1,000 miles away.  The weather, the harsh


 3  conditions, it's too unpredictable.


 4            I could have told you about a year ago when I


 5  heard -- heard comments made about hurricane-force winds.


 6  I thought that was an exaggeration because I was born and


 7  raised here, and you don't realize that they are


 8  hurricane-force winds but, of course, we are sitting


 9  inside and you don't notice anything until just a couple


10  of weeks ago it was all over the news.  Western Alaska as


11  far up as Barrow was getting hurricane-force winds,


12  classified as hurricane-force winds.  So that does happen.


13            And the weather now, our environment, our


14  people, our culture, our animals, have enough stress


15  already with the climate change.  This is just -- a


16  five-year plan is good, but it's not good enough.  Five


17  years is a very short time period.  I can say from my


18  personal experience -- I'm only 31, and I, in my lifetime,


19  have noticed the effects of the climate change right


20  before my eyes that to this day --


21            Do you ever see that presentation given where


22  they show how big the polar ice cap was and how much it's


23  receding?  To this day -- I've seen that about 50 times in


24  different presentations here and there, and I bawl my eyes


25  out every single time because I remember that.
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 1            My house is on the ocean.  I remember 4th of


 2  July and running muugruking on the ice, running and


 3  jumping the ice, still having landlocked ice.  I remember


 4  Christmas when the twilight comes up a little bit -- my


 5  house is right on the ocean.  You see the full, solid-pack


 6  ices out there.  Right now it's not, and this is just


 7  happened within such a short period of time.


 8            So definitely, with no way of cleaning up a


 9  spill adequately, not enough infrastructure, the climate


10  change, the harsh climate already, this is something that


11  is just not -- it doesn't make sense.  It does not make


12  sense.  It needs to be prodded over for more than five


13  years because by then it's going to be a whole different


14  picture, our environment.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Anything else?  We


16  outnumber you terribly here, almost three to one.  But


17  this is good information.  Some of it is not the same as


18  last night, which is good.  It's different.  It's new.  I


19  will do my best to try to get us back here so we can get


20  more of the whaling captains into things.


21                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: I would like to


22  comment on something that was said in Nuiqsut, also.


23  Marjorie, was that her name?  Yes.  She talked about how


24  the food tastes different.  She remembers the food.  I --


25  like I said, I'm 31.  I -- I've noticed that change in
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 1  this short time.  Also village to village -- I live in


 2  Barrow, but traveling out to the different villages and,


 3  you know, being a -- an expert on Inupiat cuisine, there


 4  are very -- there are not even subtle differences in the


 5  taste of different foods.  There are very obvious


 6  differences in the taste of, say, caribou meat from Barrow


 7  to Wainwright or Barrow to here, even the whale meat, the


 8  fish.  They taste different.


 9            And I know a lot of the people in Point Lay and


10  Wainwright will say, well, it's because your guys' caribou


11  and Nuiqsut's caribou, it's all the dirty -- they eat the


12  dirty grasses so it tastes different.  I love going to


13  Wainwright.  I'm sorry I missed it because I have the best


14  caribou there.  Good-tasting.  So there is a difference


15  with food.


16            And I would hate to have that happen with our


17  muktuk.  That's the number one.  I would hate to notice


18  that difference.  I would hate for my children to notice


19  that difference.


20                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Can I say


21  something?  The caribou -- I'm 55 years old.  I have


22  been hunting since I was 13 on my own.  Since the '70s,


23  that's about when we started -- when I started noticing


24  that the caribou, something was happening with their


25  lungs.  I'm starting to see more of that every year now.
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 1  And that's just not healthy.  They are just -- there is no


 2  fat on them.  Their lungs are stuck to their rib cage, and


 3  they are hard, heavy.  I guess is it's from carbon


 4  monoxide.


 5            And during the summer and spring seasons, we get


 6  a lot of that east -- or west wind from that Prudhoe Bay.


 7  Smog is drifting clean over the North Slope.  I'm just


 8  starting to see more of that every year now.  This


 9  flaring, that's been bugging me for many years, you know.


10  And I know about it.


11            This mercury poisoning, we have been talking


12  about that for many years in Canada and they are still


13  fighting it.  Your people know about it.  Your so-called


14  scientists know about it.  Why aren't you people doing


15  anything about it?  That's what I'd like to know.  I


16  haven't seen any improvement on it.  And are they doing


17  the 24-hour flaring or are they doing it weekly, daily, or


18  what is it?


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We will make sure that's


20  in the notes about the flaring issue and the mercury.


21                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: And this


22  30-year -- 30 years of mercury buildup out here, I wonder


23  how thick it is at the bottom down here.  That's killing


24  off everything right there.


25            About 20 years ago, I used to work for a
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 1  shipping company in Canada.  We used to see a lot of


 2  seals, a lot of whales, and in some communities near the


 3  coast, the shorelines are just pink with krill and shrimp.


 4  I haven't been there for 20 years.  I'd like to see it if


 5  it's still there.  Because that feeds all the seals, the


 6  fish, the whales.


 7            We are getting different kind of animals here


 8  now.  I wonder if this mercury poisoning is contributing


 9  to other things like climate change or global warming.  I


10  think it is, so I'd like that to be looked at, checked


11  out.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good comments.


13                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: One last factor I'd


14  like to include in the -- that goes along with the -- the


15  unpredictable weather, the ice conditions.  I recently


16  heard an Elder speak about the icebergs, and I never fully


17  wrapped my head around what could possibly happen, but in


18  hearing Shell with their proposed exploratory drilling


19  plans, they seem to often say, well, it's in very shallow


20  water.  It's not like Deepwater Horizon.  It's very


21  shallow.


22            What blew my mind away recently was that I heard


23  an Elder talking about the icebergs.  When you notice a


24  huge iceberg, as big as it is, we have to remember that is


25  only the tip of the iceberg.  In that shallow water, that
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 1  ice is going to drag along the bottom.  And they do.  They


 2  dig trenches along the bottom.  So as safe as it sounds to


 3  not have another Deepwater Horizon happen because they are


 4  drilling in shallow waters, you can't stop -- the Titanic


 5  couldn't stop an iceberg.  It's going to come along and


 6  trench through the bottom.  And whatever equipment they


 7  have, whatever plans they have is -- there is nothing


 8  that's going to stop that.


 9            So the ice conditions are very -- very


10  unpredictable.  And that's the course of nature right


11  there that is unlike anywhere else on this planet.


12                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Yeah.  If you have


13  an icebreaker, a bunch of icebreakers running around out


14  here, that's just speeding up the process of climate


15  change.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I've heard that before.


17  Good point.


18                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: What's your name?


19                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Bruce.


20                  MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE: Qaiyaan.


21                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: My parents are


22  originally from here, but they moved to Canada back in


23  '30s, and I was born there.  So I have dual citizenship.


24  I decided to come here 11 years ago, and I have been here


25  since then.  I used to work for the oil industry over in
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 1  Canada, and a shipping company over there.  Came here, and


 2  I'm doing tourism over here.


 3                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: Where were you in


 4  Canada?


 5                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Aklavik.


 6                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: North of Newfoundland?


 7                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: It's 300 miles


 8  east of here on the coastline.  Our people over there


 9  depend on the coastline.  There is about seven communities


10  that depend on that coastline.  All the Natives over there


11  use the coastline year-round, summer and winter.  The


12  summertime they use it for fishing and whaling, belugas


13  and the bowhead, birds, caribou.  It's another birthing


14  place for caribou, which is just west of the MacKenzie


15  River.  And all the way down this coastline here is


16  birthing grounds for caribou.  They do a lot of fishing


17  over there, also.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Excellent.  Thank you.


19                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: I just oppose


20  offshore.  That's all I can say because you are not


21  prepared for it.  You don't have the means for recovery or


22  storage.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good comment.  From what


24  I hear from our sister agency, BSEE, the safety group,


25  that's an issue of very much discussion right now.  So you


Page 52


 1  are right on the mark.


 2                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Good.


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You are right on.


 4  Anything else?


 5                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: (Shakes head.)


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: This turned out to be a


 7  pretty good meeting.  We only had a few people here, but I


 8  think we got a lot of good information.


 9                  MS. RENEE ORR: Some great information.


10  And we will stay until 7:00, and if anybody --


11                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: We have a plan set up


12  so that somebody is over there at 6:30 onwards and send


13  everybody over here.  John is going to go over there.


14                  MR. JOHN CALLAHAN: I'll go over there


15  about quarter till and I'll hold down the fort.  And if


16  anyone shows up, I'll send them here.  And I have my cell


17  on me.  So I'll keep you posted.  If there is no one


18  there at 7:30 or 7:45 --


19                  MS. NANCY DESCHU: So we might get some of


20  the Army Corps people.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We are more fun.


22             (Off the record from 6:02 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.)


23                  MS. KATHLEEN FISHER: I just think that


24  before we step into this new area of offshore drilling in


25  the Arctic, that we need to have all our Is dotted and Ts
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 1  crossed because the Arctic is fragile and it wouldn't


 2  survive the kind of spill they had in the Gulf.  That's


 3  it.  I don't think there is any way we could ever clean it


 4  all up.  It would just never come back.  The end.


 5             (Proceedings adjourned 7:25 p.m.)
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Who would be a good
  


 3   person to give a blessing?
  


 4              (Blessing offered by Carla Sims Kayotuk.)
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  All right.  And so this
  


 6   is a good way to start.  I'm going to sit down here.  My
  


 7   name's Jim Kendall.  And some of you have seen me before.
  


 8   We have met.  I came up here not quite a year ago to
  


 9   Anchorage, and I was asked to serve in an acting capacity
  


10   when John Goll retired.  Well, I must have done something
  


11   right because they said, we want you to stay.  So I'm no
  


12   longer the guy who is just here temporarily.  So I'm here
  


13   for good.  My family moved up.  We are living in
  


14   Anchorage, and we are real happy.  I've got friends here
  


15   now.  So this is a good thing.
  


16             But what we are going to talk about tonight is
  


17   the Secretary of Interior's next five-year plan for oil
  


18   and gas leasing.  It's just a proposal.  Nothing is
  


19   definite.  And the Secretary takes this so seriously that
  


20   it's not just those of us in Anchorage that have to carry
  


21   the message.  He also sent representatives from
  


22   Washington, D.C.
  


23             I've got Renee Orr who joined us.  Renee is an
  


24   executive out of our D.C. office.  And she's the chief of
  


25   strategic resources that would be over the leasing, the
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 1   oil and gas resources that are in the ground.  That's the
  


 2   geology and also the economics.
  


 3             We also have Tim Holder with us.  Now, Tim is in
  


 4   the environmental division, and he spent over 28 years --
  


 5                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Twenty-five.
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Twenty-five years in
  


 7   Nome and Anchorage.  So he's trying to get people in D.C.
  


 8   to understand what it's really like to be in Alaska.  So
  


 9   he's our liaison.
  


10             We have a few other folks with us.  I've got
  


11   Jennifer Culbertson back there.  She's also from
  


12   headquarters.  She's an oceanographer, Ph.D. in
  


13   oceanography.  I've got Rob McWhorter back there.  Rob is
  


14   with Argonne National Labs, and they are helping put
  


15   together the EIS we are going to talk about.
  


16             And aside from the most important people in the
  


17   room, which is you all, the second-most important person
  


18   in the room is our good friend, Mary.  Mary makes sure
  


19   that everything that's said at the meeting is recorded so
  


20   we can get your message across.
  


21             Now, we have changed the meeting a bit.  If you
  


22   have been to some of the old meetings we had, we
  


23   basically, I'm told, would come and stand in front of the
  


24   room and say, talk to us.  Well, we want to do that
  


25   tonight, but we brought a little presentation so that we
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 1   can all level the playing field.  This is hard enough
  


 2   without people trying to figure out what are you talking
  


 3   about.
  


 4             So basically we are talking about two things.
  


 5   We are talking about a potential plan for oil and gas
  


 6   leasing from 2012 to 2017 that is in the planning stage
  


 7   only.  And then we are going to talk about the
  


 8   environmental impact statement, the environmental work
  


 9   that is part of this review.  And that's the big document
  


10   back there.  It's in three volumes.
  


11             Now, who are we?  We are with the Bureau of
  


12   Ocean Energy Management.  Some of you may remember the old
  


13   MMS.  Well, after April 20, 2010, Deepwater Horizon, there
  


14   was a lot of soul-searching, a lot of review, a lot of
  


15   investigation on what could we do to not only never allow
  


16   this to happen again, but how do we set up a new structure
  


17   so that any perceived conflicts or any real conflicts
  


18   can't occur.
  


19             So what they did, the President and Secretary,
  


20   is they broke the old MMS into three groups.  There is a
  


21   group that handles the money.  That's the Office of
  


22   Natural Resources Revenue.  They completely separated them
  


23   from us.  You know, the people that are concerned with
  


24   revenue and who is making money, they were moved away from
  


25   us.  So we don't worry about that anymore.  That's not our
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 1   job.
  


 2             Then they took the folks that do the inspections
  


 3   and do the engineering and give the fines.  They broke
  


 4   that off in a separate group and said the only thing you
  


 5   do is you do your inspections, you focus on environmental
  


 6   enforcement, and you make sure that anything that's
  


 7   allowed to be done is done by the book.  And if it's not,
  


 8   you come in and you thump people.  That's your job.  You
  


 9   are the policemen.
  


10             Then there is our group, BOEM.  Our job is to
  


11   work with stakeholders such as yourself to put together
  


12   these five-year plans that make sense, to do the
  


13   environmental science, to do the environmental reviews,
  


14   and make sure that there is a lot of good discussion, good
  


15   science, and that the decisions that are made are made
  


16   taking into account everything:  The science, the culture,
  


17   the resources, the economics, everything.  That's what we
  


18   worry about.  We don't worry about the inspections because
  


19   someone else is going to be looking over everybody's
  


20   shoulders.  And we don't worry about the money.  They are
  


21   someplace else in another building.
  


22             So we just focus on leasing, the science, the
  


23   reviews and what should be allowed to be where and make
  


24   the information we get from you to the Secretary.  So
  


25   that's what went into this.  This is a long process.
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 1             So something that hit me when I came to some of
  


 2   the other meetings where I met some of you before -- and I
  


 3   didn't realize this until we chatted about it -- that we
  


 4   keep coming back to your communities and it seems like we
  


 5   are saying the same thing, and sometimes the community
  


 6   members say they say the same thing.  Why are you here?
  


 7   You keep coming back.  You take up our time in the
  


 8   evenings.  We have other things to do.  We all have
  


 9   families.  And yet we tell you the same thing we told you
  


10   for years and years and years.  And some of the Elders
  


11   have been talking to the old MMS people for, like, 30
  


12   years.
  


13             Well, there is this OCS Lands Act, this law
  


14   that's out there that says before the Secretary can have a
  


15   lease sale, it has to be in a five-year plan.  And before
  


16   you can have a five-year plan, you have to go out and talk
  


17   to the people.  If you don't talk to the people, you don't
  


18   hear what they say, you don't factor that into your
  


19   decisions, then you can't have a plan and you can't have a
  


20   lease sale.  It's against the law.
  


21             So the law requires us to come out here probably
  


22   more often than we have.  And so you are going to see more
  


23   of us to see what -- to hear what you say, package that up
  


24   and give it to the Secretary because the law says that
  


25   this is your land, this is your communities, you need to
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 1   have a say in this.  And therefore, we are going to come
  


 2   out here as often as we can so that you know what's going
  


 3   on and the Secretary knows what's going on and so the law
  


 4   says go out there and talk to the constituents, the people
  


 5   that live out there.  So that's why we keep coming back.
  


 6             Right now we are at the tail end of the previous
  


 7   five-year plan, the 2007 to 2012.  Well, once that 2007 to
  


 8   '12 plan expires -- once it expires the Secretary can hold
  


 9   no more leases.  It's against the law by that OCS Lands
  


10   Act.  So the Secretary has to have a new plan together,
  


11   2012 to 2017.  This -- that's the thing right here.  He
  


12   has to have -- he or she, the Secretary of the Interior,
  


13   has to have this five-year plan before he or she can
  


14   consider a lease sale, before you could even consider
  


15   doing exploration, before any production, and before, of
  


16   course, decommissioning.
  


17             So it's a very long process.  And it was
  


18   intended to be long so there were lots of checks and
  


19   balances.
  


20             Now, since this box here is the biggest box,
  


21   this is where it's very general.  This is where some
  


22   decisions are made that are of a very large nature, but
  


23   before you start getting to any of these, it starts
  


24   focusing down.
  


25             For example -- let's go to this one here.  This
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 1   is what we are here for tonight.  What is in this proposed
  


 2   plan?  Not the final, but the proposed is that in the
  


 3   Beaufort Sea and in the Chukchi there may be one sale, one
  


 4   each, 2015, 2016, somewhere in these two areas.  We know
  


 5   right now that the red areas, which are the deferral
  


 6   areas, are areas the Secretary has already decided no
  


 7   activity can occur there.  No leases can be given.
  


 8                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Why didn't they go
  


 9   all the way to the Canadian border?
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.
  


11   And I don't know the answer to that, but because we are
  


12   early in the process, the deferral areas can change.  They
  


13   can get bigger.  At least this is the smallest the
  


14   deferral areas could be.
  


15             For example, at the meeting last night, in
  


16   Nuiqsut and then in Wainwright, for example -- especially
  


17   in Wainwright, they were saying that's 25 miles.  I went
  


18   out to get a whale at 45 miles.  That deferral area might
  


19   be bigger.  It should be bigger.  So we heard that.  We
  


20   heard last night at Nuiqsut that that's a small area, and
  


21   this is a small area.  I don't see any deferral areas
  


22   there.  We may tell you where we want a deferral area.
  


23   And they told us where some of the deferral areas should
  


24   be, and they should be bigger.  Right?  You were there.
  


25   And so that's in the notes.
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 1             In the past we have had these regional lease
  


 2   sales, these area wide leasing where they put everything
  


 3   open and it's like the wild west.  No more.  We are moving
  


 4   away from that.  As we go through the process, the
  


 5   Secretary is really considering how do we make the area
  


 6   smaller that we offer up for she's you don't have these
  


 7   big areas.  So that's where we are in the stage of the
  


 8   process now.
  


 9             This is the largest it could ever be.  The red
  


10   areas are the smallest it could be.  They could be bigger.
  


11   The Secretary hasn't decided.  That's why we are here
  


12   today so that when it comes time for a lease sale, let's
  


13   say 2015 or 2016, what is actually offered for a lease.
  


14   And Renee is the expert in this.  It could look very
  


15   different.  It may -- most likely will not be these two
  


16   big areas.  They will be much smaller.  Could the deferral
  


17   areas be bigger?  Yes, the deferral areas could be bigger.
  


18   Could it be that the lease sales don't happen in 2015 or
  


19   2016?  If the Secretary is not comfortable that we don't
  


20   have enough information, that it's not a good decision,
  


21   they can change -- he or she can change his decision.
  


22             It's like this Secretary canceled after 2008 all
  


23   of the other lease sales that were going to happen in
  


24   Alaska, and they were canceled for this current program.
  


25             And then I know this is Cook Inlet.  There is
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 1   one sale that may occur in Cook Inlet, but that is for a
  


 2   special sale so that if industry is interested, then we
  


 3   have got to go through all the environmental reviews and
  


 4   things like that.  But there hasn't been a lot of interest
  


 5   and we don't want to spend a lot of our resources that may
  


 6   be needed in the Arctic doing something where there is no
  


 7   interest.  But the Secretary has put that on the table, as
  


 8   well.
  


 9             That big document that we are talking about,
  


10   these environmental impact statements, are written so that
  


11   you have basically full disclosure.  If a lease sale were
  


12   to occur somewhere, what's going to be impacted?  Who is
  


13   going to be impacted?  You have got whales out there.  You
  


14   have got walrus.  You have got seals.  You have got
  


15   subsistence communities.  You have the subsistence
  


16   culture.  You have got air quality that could be impacted
  


17   or changed.  There is a whole list of things:  Noise,
  


18   bottom disturbance, air emissions.  What happens if you
  


19   put pipelines?  If the industry wants to have a pipeline,
  


20   where would it go?  You know, the marine mammals,
  


21   archeological resources.
  


22             When we went out for the scoping for this
  


23   document, we asked you all and everybody else what should
  


24   be in the document.  Well, this document has been written
  


25   not exclusively by us.  NOAA, National Marine Fisheries
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 1   Service were a cooperating agency.  The State of Alaska
  


 2   was a cooperating agency.  And the North Slope Borough was
  


 3   a cooperating agency.  And that document is not final.
  


 4   It's a draft.  And so last month in November it went
  


 5   public.  It's on the Web.  We have got CDs.  I can leave
  


 6   you the big documents there.
  


 7             What we are looking for is for people to look at
  


 8   the document, study the maps, read parts of it, page
  


 9   through it and say what we missed.  What's important to
  


10   me, particularly after the other night, was traditional
  


11   knowledge.  We had some Elders there that told us a lot of
  


12   good information.  I mean, it was captivating.  We got the
  


13   information on how the ice has changed, how when he was a
  


14   child some of the icebergs were 30 feet tall, how they
  


15   only had to go so many miles to get a whale.  Now they
  


16   have to go a lot further.  The one gentleman said my whale
  


17   that I got recently was 45 miles offshore.  Your deferral
  


18   area is 25.  That doesn't make sense.  So that's the kind
  


19   of information we are looking for.
  


20             Then what we do with that is we take that
  


21   information, we make that document even better, and then
  


22   my dear friend Renee and her Washington colleagues, she
  


23   sits with the Secretary and says if you decide to have
  


24   leases in Alaska, the Arctic, this is what you need to
  


25   know in terms of the environment, in terms of culture.  We
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 1   have got it in the document here.  We spoke with people.
  


 2   We heard their concerns.  This is what they said.  And
  


 3   then the Secretary decides, do I want to leave those lease
  


 4   sales in the Beaufort and the Chukchi.
  


 5             And then if there is a lease sale, how big would
  


 6   that sale area be, and then we start the process again.
  


 7   We have to do another environmental impact statement on,
  


 8   okay, we heard people are concerned about the deferral
  


 9   area sizes.  They are concerned about bottom disturbance.
  


10   We heard last night that some of the hunters said that
  


11   some of the seals may not be healthy.  There may be some
  


12   lesions.  If that's the case, we need to know about that.
  


13             And so that's what we're here tonight for.  This
  


14   process is moving.  It's moving slow.  The Secretary said
  


15   we are taking a cautious approach to the Arctic, and go
  


16   out, meet with the communities, hear what they have to
  


17   say, tell me what they are saying, make that a bigger
  


18   document.  And we are not going to make any firm decisions
  


19   until we do that.  And so that's why we are here tonight,
  


20   or this afternoon.
  


21             And we want people to talk with us.  This is
  


22   your meeting.  We have got the document with us.  We have
  


23   got CDs.  It's on the Web so people can get it.  We passed
  


24   out a lot of the DVDs to schoolchildren.  They gave them
  


25   to their teachers.  That's why we are here.
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 1             And I'm talking too much.
  


 2                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Keep talking.  We
  


 3   need more information.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's good.  Some of my
  


 5   folks, like Jennifer back there, is an oceanographer.  She
  


 6   worked on the document.  The other lady who was here,
  


 7   Nancy Deschu, is a fisheries biologist and a water quality
  


 8   specialist.  Unfortunately, the plane was so small we
  


 9   couldn't bring our entire technical staff here, but any
  


10   questions you have got or anything you want us to get back
  


11   with you on, we can do.  But that's why we are here today.
  


12   How do we do the right thing?
  


13             Go to this chart right here.  Here is where we
  


14   are right here, November 2011 to January 2012.  That's the
  


15   review of the EIS and the plan.  It's not going to be
  


16   finalized until late 2012.  The Secretary is taking his
  


17   time.  And you can send information -- this is where to
  


18   send the information.  We have got that hanging there.
  


19   And we have got it there, and it's on the CDs, and it's on
  


20   the Web.  We are trying to be a pest for just about
  


21   everybody here.  We don't want anybody to feel left out.
  


22             We had a great meeting last night in Nuiqsut.
  


23   Edward was our translator, and we had his brother Isaac
  


24   there.  We had -- Alice was an elder and Marjorie.  A lot
  


25   of good discussion.  They kept us on our toes.  Right?
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 1                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I enjoyed listening
  


 2   to it.
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It was a good meeting,
  


 4   very good meeting.
  


 5                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  My name is Carla
  


 6   Sims Kayotuk.  I just want to go on the record stating
  


 7   that, as important as this meeting is, that with the
  


 8   scheduling conflict, I think it would have been nice if
  


 9   you guys maybe would have just canceled and rescheduled
  


10   and done it more proper so we could have had more people
  


11   here.  I know you are trying to do everything you can to
  


12   try and get people to come over here, but I think it would
  


13   have been better if you would have just rescheduled and
  


14   done it more proper.
  


15             Saying that, I do agree with what you are
  


16   saying, some of the Nuiqsut people said about the deferred
  


17   areas.  I think for our area it's way too small.  And I
  


18   think we have stated that in the past that we would like
  


19   to see the deferred areas larger.
  


20             Myself, I'd like to see the area where I use and
  


21   my family uses -- we go all along the coast from here all
  


22   the way to the east to the Canadian border and past the
  


23   Canadian border.  But I know you can't do anything past
  


24   the Canadian border, but up to the demarcation point.  And
  


25   then we go as far as Brownlow/Flaxman/Canning area, and
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 1   sometimes a little bit past that.  And I'd like to see
  


 2   that area deferred all along the coast.  And I know we
  


 3   have gone many miles out.  So I'm not a whaler, so I don't
  


 4   go out as far as they do, but I know they would like their
  


 5   area protected, but I don't know what miles they would be
  


 6   concerned about.  But I know they have gone -- I don't
  


 7   know.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thirty, 40 miles?
  


 9                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Sometimes 50.
  


10                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So that's one of
  


11   my main concerns.  My main concern really is I prefer
  


12   there not be any more lease sales.  I just think that
  


13   nothing has been proven that they can clean an oil spill
  


14   if there is any oil spill out there.  And you can't say
  


15   there is not going to be because look what happened down
  


16   south.  And I'm just unwilling to take a chance that our
  


17   ocean could be ruined.
  


18             We live off of that.  If you don't have that
  


19   stuff, we are not going to have what we need to survive up
  


20   here.  Granted, things are changing, but we still need the
  


21   animals to survive, and the ice, too.  And if they open
  


22   more lease sales up there, that means more ship
  


23   activities, more iceberg breakers.  I think our ice is
  


24   having a hard enough time as it is right now growing and
  


25   thickening, new ice growing.  And the more icebergs [sic]
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 1   they have out there breaking up that ice, I think it's
  


 2   making it harder for that ice to stabilize again.
  


 3             When I was growing up, we never used to have ice
  


 4   pressure ridges really close by, and if you drove in this
  


 5   morning, you can see the ice ridges right there.  We are
  


 6   unable to really go to our spring camps now safely because
  


 7   the pressure ridges are right there.  With the way our
  


 8   rivers are, when my mom and them would go to their duck
  


 9   camps, they would have to go way out into the ocean to get
  


10   away from the mouths of the rivers where it's overflowing
  


11   and stuff like that, so they would have to go way out into
  


12   the ocean to get to them.  And they can't do that anymore.
  


13   And so people are taking chances crossing.  And so I think
  


14   it's very important to keep the icebreakers away from --
  


15   from the ice out there.
  


16             And my opinion is I think you have enough lease
  


17   sales out there to leave -- leave it alone.  I think it's
  


18   too -- too unpredictable to take chances.  So that's --
  


19   that's my view on it.
  


20                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Thank you.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  And your
  


22   name, ma'am?  You mentioned about sometimes 50 miles.
  


23                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Uh-huh.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name is?
  


25                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Nora Jane Burns.
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 1                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I just want to make sure
  


 2   that we get everything.
  


 3                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question
  


 4   for you.  Did you send any of this document to the whaling
  


 5   communities?
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes.
  


 7                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And have they
  


 8   responded to it?
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We sent it all out.  I'm
  


10   meeting with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Committee next
  


11   week.  We are going to be in Barrow.  We are also going to
  


12   all the other villages, too, Point Hope, Point Lay,
  


13   Kotzebue.  We were at Nuiqsut last night and Wainwright
  


14   early in the week.
  


15                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  We have whaling
  


16   captains here that should be here, and they would give you
  


17   better insight on how far they go out whaling and stuff
  


18   like that because we have quite a few people that are
  


19   whalers.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Uh-huh.
  


21                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And I know, I
  


22   myself, we go out boating, I myself, at least a small
  


23   business owner, and we use this area for tourists to show
  


24   our land.  But more importantly, the food out there -- the
  


25   animals out there is our food, seals, fish, and all the
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 1   sea animals out there, they need to be protected.  Polar
  


 2   bears especially, because they are starting to come into
  


 3   the land more because the ice is receding more and it's
  


 4   not getting -- it's starting to freeze up later, and it's
  


 5   just too much for the animals.  And they are, like,
  


 6   getting stressed.
  


 7             And I myself, I'd like to see more protection
  


 8   for the ocean and zero development out in the -- anywhere.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  With the conflicts with
  


10   this meeting, I can't make any promises, but I will see if
  


11   we can come back again very soon.  It would be very good
  


12   if we had the whaling captains here, as well.  And it's
  


13   very unfortunate.  We had some last night and we had some
  


14   in Wainwright.  Our schedule has messed that up here.
  


15   I'll see what we can do.
  


16                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And December is kind
  


17   of bad because everybody is trying to hightail it to go
  


18   shopping for Christmas shopping and stuff.  So November
  


19   and December we are always busy because we have hunters
  


20   going up into the mountains to harvest sheep for us for
  


21   our Thanksgiving feast and Christmas feast because we are
  


22   always using the land no matter what, whether it's, you
  


23   know, the ocean or the land.  We are connected to both.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Let me make a note that
  


25   we will try to get back to Kaktovik very soon because of
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 1   the problems with the scheduling.
  


 2                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So does this mean
  


 3   that you are -- is this the new five-year plan that you
  


 4   are proposing?
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.
  


 6                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Does this constitute
  


 7   a meeting with the village even if there is just four of
  


 8   us here?  Because we don't represent the whole village.
  


 9   It's just our own little insight that we know what we want
  


10   to protect.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I went into city hall
  


12   and met with Fenton today.  I met with him for a while,
  


13   and he was hoping to come, but his schedule, he says, is
  


14   crazy like everyone else's.  We are hoping to have a
  


15   wider -- more people here.  That's why I've got a note
  


16   here that we probably need to come back.  But you are
  


17   still here, so we want to talk to you.  And this is the
  


18   proposed five-year plan.  There was a draft plan that came
  


19   about about when, Renee?
  


20                   MS. RENEE ORR:  It was in January of 2009.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And so after they had
  


22   the public hearings and the scoping and everything, it was
  


23   a much bigger five-year plan.
  


24                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Yes, it was.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And it was cut back a
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 1   lot.  So they went from a big draft to what we have now is
  


 2   the proposed.  And it's a lot smaller.  And the final will
  


 3   be probably different than what we have now.  So it's part
  


 4   of the process.
  


 5                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  How big are the --
  


 6   those sales, how many miles in circumference?
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  The lease blocks
  


 8   are three by three, three miles by three miles.  But the
  


 9   difference here -- and again, Renee is the expert -- in
  


10   the past we would have area-wide leasing where we were
  


11   going to take the whole area out there, and oil companies
  


12   would come in and bid on I want to do that one, I want to
  


13   do that one, I want that little spot over there.
  


14             We are moving away from that.  We want to look
  


15   at the areas.  Where are the deferral areas?  What areas
  


16   need to be protected?  Where are the areas where there is
  


17   most likely to be oil and gas?  So if it's there, why do
  


18   we have to have that area?  Where are the whale
  


19   migrations?  Where are -- is there a lot of hunting?
  


20   Where is a lot of people going for seals?
  


21             Get all that information so we go away from this
  


22   big, large area where everybody puts money on the table
  


23   and we say no.  This was an area where there is a lot of
  


24   hunting.  This area has whale migrations.  This area has
  


25   no oil and gas, but sometimes people fish there.  This
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 1   area is important for the ice.  There is no oil there.  So
  


 2   maybe we can have an area for leasing here and an area for
  


 3   leasing over here, and maybe one area here, not the whole
  


 4   big thing.  How did I do, Renee?
  


 5                   MS. RENEE ORR:  That's good.  That's
  


 6   exactly --
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are trying to make it
  


 8   more specific what needs to be protected, what would be
  


 9   the conflicts, and how do we avoid conflict.
  


10                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Just don't be out
  


11   here.
  


12                   MS. RENEE ORR:  That's written down here,
  


13   too.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's written down
  


15   there, too.
  


16                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I wanted to
  


17   clarify, when I was saying how we have to go out on the
  


18   ocean to get to our duck camps, someone might say why
  


19   don't they just go through the land.  How we need the
  


20   ocean, well, we are on an island, for one.  And then so a
  


21   lot of times the channel there is flooded so we can't
  


22   cross over to the mainland, but we are still able to go
  


23   out on the ocean side and go further out to our duck
  


24   camps.  And a lot of the good spots for duck camping is --
  


25   they are like 30-plus miles away, and so -- yeah, about 30
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 1   miles, huh?
  


 2                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  To my camp it's --
  


 3   snowmachine is 12 miles.  When you go on ocean, it's 15
  


 4   miles.  And that's just to the Jago River.  So it's going
  


 5   to be more.  It's in the lagoon.  It's in the Jago Lagoon,
  


 6   so it's 15.
  


 7                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  It's probably 20
  


 8   miles to Puka [ph], but they also go out to Powdy [ph],
  


 9   which is, what, 30 miles, 36 miles, 40 miles.  That's the
  


10   next DEW line site, so that's about 36 miles.  Yep.  And
  


11   so that ocean stability is very important for us.  So --
  


12                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Don't let Shell in.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Understood.  You have
  


14   been awful quiet over there.  I've met you many times at
  


15   many meetings.
  


16                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I'm wondering,
  


17   too, with this next five-year plan, is he -- it just
  


18   mainly deals with just Alaska, correct?
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  It's the whole
  


20   country.
  


21                   MS. RENEE ORR:  It's the whole country.
  


22                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So I'm wondering
  


23   if next time you come if you can bring, like, the proposed
  


24   areas that he has for --
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can show you that.
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 1                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Oh, you have it?
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  When we have had
  


 3   the meetings the last couple days, no one asked, and so we
  


 4   didn't put the -- thank you very much, Jennifer.  We want
  


 5   to make it tailored for everybody.  You would have the
  


 6   western Gulf of Mexico, there would be some sales, the
  


 7   central Gulf of Mexico, and a very slim part of the
  


 8   eastern Gulf.  So three areas, a tiny little sliver there,
  


 9   central and western.  Then maybe one sale in Cook Inlet
  


10   and then maybe one sale in Beaufort and one in Chukchi.
  


11                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  And I'm also
  


12   curious to see how much of deferred areas all the other
  


13   coastal areas have, too --
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be good.
  


15                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  -- just to get a
  


16   comparison of what Alaska has compared to the other
  


17   states.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Uh-huh.
  


19                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So, if that's
  


20   possible.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  They don't really use
  


22   the term deferral.
  


23                   MS. RENEE ORR:  In the central and western
  


24   Gulf of Mexico, there really aren't any deferred areas
  


25   other than wildlife refuges.
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 1                   MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Flower banks,
  


 2   Flower Garden Banks and coral.
  


 3                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  So what is the term
  


 4   that they use?
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The way it works, I'm
  


 6   going to not use the fancy leasing lingo because this
  


 7   started when I was a grad student at Texas A&M.  They did
  


 8   all their studies and they found there were certain
  


 9   topographic features.  Like Jennifer mentioned the Flower
  


10   Gardens.  The Flower Gardens were two undersea mountains
  


11   that came up that had the corals on it.  Not a good place
  


12   for oil and gas.  So basically they say, no, those two
  


13   underwater mountains and the corals are not appropriate.
  


14   Then there were other areas, like Gyer Bank and Stetson
  


15   Bank and Claypile Bank, that were very important to
  


16   fisheries.  So they really don't call it a deferral area.
  


17   They just take these groups of blocks and just say no.
  


18                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Also the Flower Garden
  


19   Banks is a National Marine Sanctuary, and we are not
  


20   allowed to lease in National Marine Sanctuary.  But there
  


21   are other areas in the Gulf from the ones that Jim
  


22   mentioned where we have additional restrictions on what
  


23   activities can take place there.  They have -- maybe the
  


24   cuttings have to be shunted all the way to the floor or
  


25   they can't dispose of them there at all.  So additional
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 1   protections.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then there is
  


 3   military areas where it's really not good to have an oil
  


 4   and gas platform where you have these military exercises.
  


 5   And then in some areas, for example, where the shrimp
  


 6   fishermen shrimp, the pipelines are buried under the sea
  


 7   floor, I think, eight to 12 feet so the shrimp nets can be
  


 8   pulled across the surface of the sea floor.  So they have
  


 9   that kind of stipulations.
  


10             As I say, they don't call them deferral areas,
  


11   but there are certain mitigations they put in there that
  


12   if you are going to operate here, you have to do this.  If
  


13   you are going to operate here, you can't do this.  And
  


14   that area over there is no.  So they try to work that out
  


15   before a lease sale happens so the oil companies know
  


16   that, okay, you have this big area, but there is a whole
  


17   bunch of little areas where the leases are not available.
  


18                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I don't know if
  


19   you can answer this, but isn't there like -- because you
  


20   are federal and then the State has, like, the inside.
  


21                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Within the three miles.
  


22                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  The three miles
  


23   inside.  If those areas are deferred, is that deferred too
  


24   from the State, too, then doing their lease sales, or is
  


25   that just after the three miles?
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 1                   MS. RENEE ORR:  That would just be a
  


 2   federal action.  The State has really exclusive
  


 3   jurisdiction over what happens in State waters.
  


 4                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Another thing
  


 5   that really bothers me with these lease sales is I know
  


 6   you guys might consider this village quiet, but to me it's
  


 7   not quiet; it's loud.  So when I go camping, I go to get
  


 8   away from all the hustle and bustle that we have here in
  


 9   Barter.  And I'm just worried that all of that is going to
  


10   change once more lease sales open and everything.  And
  


11   it's just going to take away from the whole thing of
  


12   getting away.
  


13             And we are real limited as to where we can go in
  


14   the summertime because we have ANWR in our backyard.  We
  


15   can't take our four-wheelers and just go up if we don't
  


16   have Native allotments and stuff like that.  So all of our
  


17   camping and recreation and stuff like that is pretty much
  


18   coastal because our rivers are too shallow.  We can't take
  


19   our boats up our rivers, so we are pretty much coastal
  


20   people in the summertime.  And I just hate to, in the
  


21   future, be going out in my boat to go to my summer camp
  


22   and there is a drill rig right there in the way and I have
  


23   to go around it or I hear it off in the distance and
  


24   stuff.
  


25             And with -- with that, not just the oil rigs
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 1   that you are going to have; you are going to have all the
  


 2   traffic, the helicopters, the planes to do the change out
  


 3   of the people and everything.  And the noise level is just
  


 4   going to increase tremendously.
  


 5             We see it -- we have been seeing it for years
  


 6   with just the exploration stuff going on.  With Point
  


 7   Thompson and the other things, the amount of traffic has
  


 8   quadrupled.  And it's -- it's terrible.  It's -- it's just
  


 9   terrible.  I don't know what else I can say about it.  Not
  


10   only for us, but for our animals, for our caribou.  We see
  


11   it all the time where the caribou are inadvertently hazed
  


12   because of the noise and everything.
  


13             I work for the North Slope Borough wildlife
  


14   department part time collecting harvest status, and I have
  


15   a lot of hunters that come to me and say there was another
  


16   plane that flew over just while we were waiting for -- we
  


17   waited five hours for that caribou to come down, and just
  


18   before it reached us this plane flew over and off goes the
  


19   caribou and stuff.  And I hear that every summer.
  


20             And there is really not much we can do about it
  


21   because, for one, they can't really get the numbers off of
  


22   the planes.  They're out there hunting.  They're not there
  


23   carrying their cameras and stuff like that to try and get
  


24   numbers off of planes.  And that's the only way to really
  


25   document it is if you get the numbers off of the aircraft
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 1   and stuff.  So sometimes we are able to do that, but it's
  


 2   just going to get worse as time goes on if there is
  


 3   more -- more development going on.
  


 4                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  One of the
  


 5   concerns I got is the flaring.  I think that's the biggest
  


 6   pollution that happens here in the North Slope.  Is there
  


 7   some way they could filter those and capture all that
  


 8   carbon before it spreads out?
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  They should.  Before
  


10   they can vent or flare, they have to get an okay to do
  


11   that, and we are very much concerned about that situation.
  


12   And people have been fined terribly for venting and
  


13   flaring that weren't authorized for some emergency.  So
  


14   it's -- the venting and flaring is an important issue.
  


15   And I'm glad you raised it.
  


16                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Because, you know,
  


17   springtime we can see that smog from east to west as far
  


18   as you can see.  I've flown to Barrow a number of times,
  


19   and we not only go through one layer of smog, but two
  


20   layers.  And just smelling it gives me a headache, burns
  


21   my eyes and my nose.  And what's going out here, it's
  


22   poisoning the fish, krill and everything that lives under
  


23   that ice.  That's going to affect all the animals here.
  


24   This is the birthplace of many animals.  Like to keep it
  


25   that way.  We have a number of rivers here that harbor
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 1   many fish all along the coast, east and west from here.
  


 2   What are we going to live off if that is gone?
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Exactly.
  


 4                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  More fish are
  


 5   starting to be --
  


 6                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Have sores on their
  


 7   bodies, soft belly, and never used to be there.  I'd like
  


 8   to elaborate on Bruce's air thing.  So this time of the
  


 9   day or when it's starting to -- when we are starting to
  


10   get daylight, you can see haze along the horizon.  And
  


11   it's yellow, yellowish, then it's a layer of just haze
  


12   coming across and it looks -- it's -- it would come from
  


13   the west, and it just comes around over the ocean.  You
  


14   have seen it before.  And it's awful.  When I was growing
  


15   up, I never seen any of that.  So all that stuff is --
  


16   they may say that they have the permit, but who is to say
  


17   how much -- what is allowable.  Maybe they are going past
  


18   the allowable thing.  They need to go zero.
  


19                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  It's an
  


20   accumulation, too, of all the different companies.  You
  


21   know, you might have an air quality for one, but when you
  


22   combine all the different things that are out there, then
  


23   it's -- it's the accumulation of all of that that builds
  


24   up is what we are starting to be concerned about.
  


25                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We have the
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 1   highest upper respiratory sickness on the North Slope, and
  


 2   it's all from carbon monoxide.  It's a serious thing.
  


 3   Mercury poisoning is pretty serious, and it's in our fish.
  


 4   Everything else that live off the fish has got it, the
  


 5   seals, the polar bears.  Might as well put them all on the
  


 6   extinct list.
  


 7                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question:
  


 8   On your EIS or your environmental studies, did you do
  


 9   prebaseline studies, or did you collect old information
  


10   from old studies and then do your own studies and compare
  


11   them to that?  Is that how you do your EIS studies or --
  


12   and then when you come out with your findings, we hardly
  


13   ever hear what were the findings for the air, the ocean,
  


14   the temperatures of the ocean, what's changing from 50
  


15   years ago to now.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good
  


17   question.  First of all, we have our own science program,
  


18   the old MMS and now BOEM.  We have spent about
  


19   $350,000,000 on about 400 studies.  Now, it's not just
  


20   those that are in that document.  We also used the reports
  


21   from NOAA, from USGS, from the National Science
  


22   Foundation, work that's done by the North Slope Borough
  


23   and the University of Alaska at Fairbanks and Anchorage,
  


24   plus anything else we can get.
  


25             But you touched on something very important,
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 1   that there is a lot of information out there being done
  


 2   and collected by a lot of different individuals and
  


 3   institutions that go back 25 years, 50 years, even 100
  


 4   years, but it hasn't been put together very well.  The
  


 5   USGS at the request of the Secretary came out with a
  


 6   report just a couple months ago that said there were
  


 7   information gaps.  And a lot of those gaps we are already
  


 8   addressing in the work that we are doing.
  


 9             But probably one of the biggest gaps was tying
  


10   all that disparate information together.  So that's why in
  


11   the Secretary's proposed program, he is not proposing any
  


12   lease sales before 2015 so that we have time to catch up,
  


13   get that information that's in this document, and tie it
  


14   together with other information that we are still finding
  


15   so that when it comes time for a lease sale and we have to
  


16   do an EIS for that specific lease sale, that we have that
  


17   information plus new information and old information, sort
  


18   of a baseline, and put it together.  So you touched on a
  


19   weakness, and that's why the Secretary is saying we are
  


20   not doing any more leasing until maybe 2015 or even '16.
  


21                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So how much more
  


22   information you will be collecting?  How many more
  


23   scientists we are going to see coming through this little
  


24   island or to the other villages?
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I hear it gets pretty
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 1   busy up here with scientists.  There is a lot of studies
  


 2   going on.  I think we alone have got 50 or 60 studies
  


 3   going on, just BOEM alone, and then you have all the other
  


 4   agencies.  And then, again, it's not coordinated very
  


 5   well.  I sit on the oversight group of the North Slope
  


 6   Science Initiative that's supposed to connect it better.
  


 7   The President also earlier this year set up an
  


 8   organization called the interagency work group on
  


 9   coordinating energy permitting in the Arctic for Alaska.
  


10             Well, last week, December 1st, that interagency
  


11   work group that is chaired by Deputy Secretary David
  


12   Hayes -- he's the number two man in the Interior -- he got
  


13   his group together and then brought in other scientific
  


14   groups, such as Fran Ulmer who is from Fairbanks, and now
  


15   she's in charge of the Arctic Research Commission.  Got
  


16   her together, Marcia McNutt from USGS, and a lot of
  


17   high-ranking scientists throughout the country and said
  


18   okay, we, have this interagency work group that's
  


19   coordinating permitting decisions so we know who is doing
  


20   what.  Now we are going to make sure all the science
  


21   that's out there is better filtered into that process.
  


22             So the short answer to your question -- I just
  


23   gave you the long answer -- is the more information, we
  


24   have the better.  The more studies we can fund the better.
  


25   We just have to coordinate it better because I have heard
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 1   other citizens up here say that you have scientists flung
  


 2   different directions and they don't know where they are
  


 3   at.
  


 4             And I think we have this tonight.  We set this
  


 5   meeting up weeks and weeks ago, only to find out the Corps
  


 6   of Engineers is having a meeting.  How did that happen?
  


 7   We have got to coordinate better.
  


 8                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  It's getting to
  


 9   be --
  


10                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  The oil
  


11   companies, too.  Next week we have two oil companies come
  


12   in the same day, same time.
  


13                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Closer to Christmas.
  


14                   MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  The Army Corps of
  


15   Engineers, the city is actually baffled by that.  They are
  


16   just over there trying to sort that out.  They don't know
  


17   the status of that meeting for tonight.
  


18                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I think they might
  


19   be joint meeting with the oil companies.
  


20                   MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  The Army Corps, for
  


21   what it's worth, did have that muni center room reserved
  


22   for tonight.  We checked.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  If they don't show up
  


24   and they messed up our schedule, shame on them, right?
  


25                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah.
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 1                   MS. RENEE ORR:  That's in my notes, too.
  


 2                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  You are going to
  


 3   factor all the studies?  Because we are losing land here,
  


 4   just like Kivalina is losing land every year.  Last couple
  


 5   of -- we didn't lose this year.  Last year we lost like
  


 6   big chunks of land along the coast there towards the west
  


 7   end of the island from big-time erosion.  And we had
  


 8   like -- it was three years in a row we had like
  


 9   house-sized chunks of land breaking off the -- along the
  


10   coast there.  And our airport is flooding more and more
  


11   every year.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's not good.
  


13                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I'm Qaiyaan Suesue.
  


14   I got married a couple months ago.  And I, first of all,
  


15   thank Kaktovik for welcoming me here, also, and I feel
  


16   very much at home.  I haven't been here since I was young,
  


17   and I can't recall that trip.
  


18             I'm very glad I made it.  And just in this short
  


19   period of time hearing your comments, I've heard so much,
  


20   and you all as my Elders, I really respect that and will
  


21   do my best to take your concerns and comments and relay
  


22   that to my peers in the younger generation.
  


23             As you know, BOEM folks, I used to be the
  


24   natural resources director for ICAS.  Personal reasons I
  


25   had to leave with scheduling and kids and whatnot.  So now
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 1   I work on independent contract, and I'm funded by
  


 2   nonprofit organizations that allow me to come get involved
  


 3   with the communities.
  


 4             I know one of the main concerns that I noticed
  


 5   that we had when I was with ICAS is the scheduling
  


 6   conflicts.  And this situation tonight is very common.
  


 7   And your name again?
  


 8                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  Nancy.
  


 9                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Talking to Nancy in
  


10   the hallway and explaining to her also when we say who
  


11   else is here, the Army Corps of Engineers with the Point
  


12   Thompson project.  And it's -- as BOEM -- and I know
  


13   Michael Haller does a wonderful job trying to coordinate
  


14   to the communities scheduling.  And of course, year-round,
  


15   you know, December, November is a bad time, but so is
  


16   February and March.  All year-round is a bad time.
  


17             But you know, what I like is that you do make
  


18   the effort to try to coordinate these meetings wonderful.
  


19   And I know from working with ICAS, the Corps of Engineers
  


20   also does the same with Rosetta Alcantra.  Her and Michael
  


21   Haller became my best friends there.  So I know there is a
  


22   lot of coordination.  We appreciate that.
  


23             I think what I heard today and yesterday in
  


24   Nuiqsut and here that is most shocking to me is the yellow
  


25   haze.  Wainwright folks -- or Nuiqsut folks said the same
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 1   thing.  And I was born and raised in Barrow.  I've never
  


 2   seen the yellow haze in Barrow.
  


 3             I do know what was very alarming was that
  


 4   tomorrow in the community of Nuiqsut they are having a
  


 5   funeral for an infant who got diagnosed with leukemia.
  


 6   And just very recently another infant just got diagnosed
  


 7   with leukemia.  And as I'm there to attend the BOEM
  


 8   meeting I of course walk into the community and everybody
  


 9   is, oh, you are here with BOEM, or are you here with Shell
  


10   because Shell happened to be in Nuiqsut, also.  And to
  


11   make it clear I'm here as an independent Inupiat community
  


12   member and hunter.
  


13             And I know when talking to people in the village
  


14   of Nuiqsut and trying to encourage them to come to the
  


15   meetings, it was very alarming to hear about that second
  


16   case of leukemia.  And I go, boy, that's kind of strange
  


17   for such a small population.  I wonder why.  And it's very
  


18   evident to the folks there.  They go, well, why do you
  


19   think?  Alpine is right there, you know.  We have -- here
  


20   we are near Prudhoe Bay, and I can't imagine -- I'm
  


21   curious to see what that haze looks like.  We don't get it
  


22   as far as Barrow right now, but that is very alarming.
  


23             And I know having done a lot of work with the
  


24   EPA also, it is individual permits, but that does -- that
  


25   does accumulate.  So these are very real and very current


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







38


  
 1   situations that we are looking at.  So I think to take
  


 2   those into consideration as a priority with the new
  


 3   five-year plan is very critical.
  


 4             Also I was very shocked to see that Nuiqsut
  


 5   still doesn't have their deferral area and that the
  


 6   Kaktovik deferral area is very small.  And as you know and
  


 7   as our community members know, we are, as a people,
  


 8   bombarded left, right, weekly, daily, hourly by different
  


 9   federal agencies, different oil industry groups.  And now
  


10   so the scientific community.  It's very hard to keep track
  


11   of all of this information.  And I really appreciate and
  


12   hope that the new management here with BOEM meets separate
  


13   and takes a better look at this and tries to lay it out to
  


14   our people in a more understandable way.
  


15             But I guess what one of my main comments
  


16   tonight, if needed to be heard, is the deferral area.
  


17   These are areas that have been and are well established
  


18   and will not change within the next five years, so there
  


19   is no reason to delay making that decision.
  


20             And on a personal note also, I appreciate the
  


21   efforts being made by the federal agencies, by the oil
  


22   industry in compiling these documents as specific as
  


23   possible.  Particularly from Shell, a lot of the compiled
  


24   plans and documents and scientific research that they are
  


25   providing and padding the fall for our people, I would
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 1   say, can be very convincing.  And a lot of times it's very
  


 2   impeccable.  But you have to take into consideration that
  


 3   as impeccable as that plan is, it's in its infancy
  


 4   compared to what our people know.
  


 5             And we are not going to lose our leverage and we
  


 6   are not going to be so quick and easy to accept that this
  


 7   is going to happen in our ocean, offshore development.  It
  


 8   is going to happen.  So I urge you to take this very
  


 9   seriously, consider the time.  And I appreciate that it is
  


10   a five-year plan.  It's a very long, slow process.
  


11             And I guess, with that said, one of the main
  


12   things I would focus on is spreading awareness and
  


13   education to our communities to be a part of this process.
  


14   If you come into a community and nobody even knows what
  


15   time the meeting is, how can we be sure that we know all
  


16   the facts of this process that is our right to participate
  


17   in?  So I would try to increase the effort to spread
  


18   awareness and education about these processes.  Thank you.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


20                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Thank you very much.
  


21                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I'd like to suggest
  


22   you guys hire a liaison for each village so they can let
  


23   people know or the village leaders know that you guys are
  


24   coming for an important meeting like this.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm hearing from the two
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 1   conversations something that's like that, but one step
  


 2   even further.  We have our community liaison, Mike Haller,
  


 3   but I wonder if the Corps of Engineers has a community
  


 4   liaison.  And I wonder.
  


 5                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Her name is Rosetta
  


 6   Alcantra.
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So maybe our community
  


 8   liaisons should all work together and help us not have
  


 9   these conflicts.
  


10                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Yes.  And you know,
  


11   it's not just the Corps of Engineers and BOEM; it's
  


12   NOAA and Shell.  It's Fish & Wildlife.  It's FERC.  It's
  


13   EPA.  It's --
  


14                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I work for the North
  


15   Slope Borough mayor's office.  I'm the village liaison,
  


16   but I posted your guys' information, and having two
  


17   million people coming in for meetings got everybody all
  


18   flustered or confused.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I'm sorry.  Sorry
  


20   about that.
  


21                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Because I said I
  


22   know there was a meeting sometime today, but --
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that -- I did call
  


24   Mike Haller.  As I said, we were out there and he was
  


25   saying, look, I spoke with the mayor's office at Kaktovik.
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 1   They said they had a conflict.  They gave us this room.
  


 2   And Tory, I guess, was out arranging everything.  So sorry
  


 3   that this happened.  And I've got -- number one on my list
  


 4   here is try to reschedule a meeting for Kaktovik.
  


 5                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  That would be
  


 6   better.  And whenever we suggest meetings to people to
  


 7   come and we always say June is the best one for our
  


 8   village because we are deadlocked.  We cannot -- we can't
  


 9   leave the island because ice is too -- it's ready to break
  


10   through, so we can't even go on a snowmachine.  We can't
  


11   go anywhere.  It's too rotten of ice.  So we always
  


12   suggest June, you know, and nobody ever visits.  Sometimes
  


13   they do, sometimes they don't.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So June you are trapped
  


15   here, so we have a trapped audience.
  


16                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I was going to
  


17   say, you have our undivided attention.  We would probably
  


18   be, like, yes, a meeting, yea, something to do.  We might
  


19   all be very grouchy because we're island bound, but we
  


20   will be here.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We'll make sure we have
  


22   good goodies.
  


23                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  We might be at the
  


24   bonfire.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can have a meeting at
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 1   the bonfire.
  


 2                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Bruce did bring
  


 3   up something earlier that I just wanted to expand on just
  


 4   a little bit.  He was saying that our area is a birthplace
  


 5   for a lot of animals and stuff like that, too.  And it's
  


 6   also true for the waterfowl and the little birds and stuff
  


 7   that come up.  A lot of people don't realize that the
  


 8   birds actually come from here.  They come up and they
  


 9   nest.  They have their young here and then they fly to
  


10   wherever they fly to.  And so I think our area is -- is
  


11   really important for their habitat and everything.
  


12             And I just hate for all of that to be destroyed
  


13   if there is ever an oil spill out there.  With the
  


14   currents that we have, if you come during the
  


15   summertime -- even right now you might be able to see all
  


16   the driftwood that we have along our coast.  We don't have
  


17   trees.  Where did those come from, you know?  It's through
  


18   the current system.  And it travels long distances.  So --
  


19   and when you go up the rivers, you can see the driftwood
  


20   way up inside of the rivers and stuff like that, too.  So
  


21   you know that it's bringing stuff up into some of the
  


22   rivers and stuff like that.  And so if there is ever an
  


23   oil spill, it's going to go everywhere.  And so that's
  


24   just another one of my concerns.
  


25                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  And our coastline
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 1   is different from where they had Prudhoe Bay oil spill,
  


 2   that ship wreck.  We have a lot of moss, small gravel in
  


 3   these lagoons.  If you do have an oil spill, I'm pretty
  


 4   sure you are going to have a hard time cleaning this --
  


 5   the lagoons.  All your equipment is made for deep sea.
  


 6   You don't have anything -- I've never seen anything in
  


 7   your business.  I haven't seen anything that can come and
  


 8   clean an oil spill in six-inch water.  I've never seen
  


 9   anything there yet.
  


10             And another one is if you are going to drill
  


11   offshore here, how many ships are you going to have ready
  


12   for skimming and for an oil spill?  What I heard, there
  


13   might be one or two out there, but that ain't enough.
  


14   What happened in deep sea, you need something more than
  


15   that.  You need ten ships, maybe, 20 ships out here
  


16   anchored around your rig or whatever because if that --
  


17   once that oil gets spread out here, that's it.  You kill
  


18   the seals.  You kill the whales, krill, shrimp, fish, all
  


19   the waterfowl.  We are going to lose the whole nine yards.
  


20   And maybe all the salmon that they are catching over in
  


21   Southeast Alaska or Southwest Alaska come from here.
  


22                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.
  


23                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  If this is wiped
  


24   out, you wipe them out, too.  So you have to be prepared
  


25   for an oil spill.  And I don't see -- you are not prepared
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 1   for it.  I can tell you that right now.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that's an area of
  


 3   a lot of discussion and debate, and you have touched on
  


 4   it.
  


 5                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  If you come out
  


 6   here in the summertime, you will be free from some ice,
  


 7   but there will always be ice out here.  Like I came from
  


 8   Canada late this summer, and I run into a patch of
  


 9   icebergs out here between here and the border.  It's going
  


10   to be some of that out here.  And if you do have an oil
  


11   spill mid-season, you don't have enough time to clean it
  


12   before it starts to freeze up because once it starts
  


13   freezing, that's it.  You got no control of it.  You can't
  


14   clean it.  And it's in a worse mess.  You can't clean the
  


15   ice.  You can't clean what's under the ice.  This is the
  


16   birthplace of all the animals.  If you wipe it out, that's
  


17   it.  And it will be like a desert.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good points.  Good
  


19   points.
  


20                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I'd also like to say
  


21   it again for the record.  What I know is said time and
  


22   time again, and it's become the obvious.  Why is nobody
  


23   understanding this?  There is not -- we don't have
  


24   adequate infrastructure to support any type of offshore
  


25   activity, let alone the cleanup.  We do not have roads in
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 1   or out.  We do not have any ports.  The nearest Coast
  


 2   Guard is 1,000 miles away.  The weather, the harsh
  


 3   conditions, it's too unpredictable.
  


 4             I could have told you about a year ago when I
  


 5   heard -- heard comments made about hurricane-force winds.
  


 6   I thought that was an exaggeration because I was born and
  


 7   raised here, and you don't realize that they are
  


 8   hurricane-force winds but, of course, we are sitting
  


 9   inside and you don't notice anything until just a couple
  


10   of weeks ago it was all over the news.  Western Alaska as
  


11   far up as Barrow was getting hurricane-force winds,
  


12   classified as hurricane-force winds.  So that does happen.
  


13             And the weather now, our environment, our
  


14   people, our culture, our animals, have enough stress
  


15   already with the climate change.  This is just -- a
  


16   five-year plan is good, but it's not good enough.  Five
  


17   years is a very short time period.  I can say from my
  


18   personal experience -- I'm only 31, and I, in my lifetime,
  


19   have noticed the effects of the climate change right
  


20   before my eyes that to this day --
  


21             Do you ever see that presentation given where
  


22   they show how big the polar ice cap was and how much it's
  


23   receding?  To this day -- I've seen that about 50 times in
  


24   different presentations here and there, and I bawl my eyes
  


25   out every single time because I remember that.
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 1             My house is on the ocean.  I remember 4th of
  


 2   July and running muugruking on the ice, running and
  


 3   jumping the ice, still having landlocked ice.  I remember
  


 4   Christmas when the twilight comes up a little bit -- my
  


 5   house is right on the ocean.  You see the full, solid-pack
  


 6   ices out there.  Right now it's not, and this is just
  


 7   happened within such a short period of time.
  


 8             So definitely, with no way of cleaning up a
  


 9   spill adequately, not enough infrastructure, the climate
  


10   change, the harsh climate already, this is something that
  


11   is just not -- it doesn't make sense.  It does not make
  


12   sense.  It needs to be prodded over for more than five
  


13   years because by then it's going to be a whole different
  


14   picture, our environment.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anything else?  We
  


16   outnumber you terribly here, almost three to one.  But
  


17   this is good information.  Some of it is not the same as
  


18   last night, which is good.  It's different.  It's new.  I
  


19   will do my best to try to get us back here so we can get
  


20   more of the whaling captains into things.
  


21                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I would like to
  


22   comment on something that was said in Nuiqsut, also.
  


23   Marjorie, was that her name?  Yes.  She talked about how
  


24   the food tastes different.  She remembers the food.  I --
  


25   like I said, I'm 31.  I -- I've noticed that change in
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 1   this short time.  Also village to village -- I live in
  


 2   Barrow, but traveling out to the different villages and,
  


 3   you know, being a -- an expert on Inupiat cuisine, there
  


 4   are very -- there are not even subtle differences in the
  


 5   taste of different foods.  There are very obvious
  


 6   differences in the taste of, say, caribou meat from Barrow
  


 7   to Wainwright or Barrow to here, even the whale meat, the
  


 8   fish.  They taste different.
  


 9             And I know a lot of the people in Point Lay and
  


10   Wainwright will say, well, it's because your guys' caribou
  


11   and Nuiqsut's caribou, it's all the dirty -- they eat the
  


12   dirty grasses so it tastes different.  I love going to
  


13   Wainwright.  I'm sorry I missed it because I have the best
  


14   caribou there.  Good-tasting.  So there is a difference
  


15   with food.
  


16             And I would hate to have that happen with our
  


17   muktuk.  That's the number one.  I would hate to notice
  


18   that difference.  I would hate for my children to notice
  


19   that difference.
  


20                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Can I say
  


21   something?  The caribou -- I'm 55 years old.  I have
  


22   been hunting since I was 13 on my own.  Since the '70s,
  


23   that's about when we started -- when I started noticing
  


24   that the caribou, something was happening with their
  


25   lungs.  I'm starting to see more of that every year now.
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 1   And that's just not healthy.  They are just -- there is no
  


 2   fat on them.  Their lungs are stuck to their rib cage, and
  


 3   they are hard, heavy.  I guess is it's from carbon
  


 4   monoxide.
  


 5             And during the summer and spring seasons, we get
  


 6   a lot of that east -- or west wind from that Prudhoe Bay.
  


 7   Smog is drifting clean over the North Slope.  I'm just
  


 8   starting to see more of that every year now.  This
  


 9   flaring, that's been bugging me for many years, you know.
  


10   And I know about it.
  


11             This mercury poisoning, we have been talking
  


12   about that for many years in Canada and they are still
  


13   fighting it.  Your people know about it.  Your so-called
  


14   scientists know about it.  Why aren't you people doing
  


15   anything about it?  That's what I'd like to know.  I
  


16   haven't seen any improvement on it.  And are they doing
  


17   the 24-hour flaring or are they doing it weekly, daily, or
  


18   what is it?
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will make sure that's
  


20   in the notes about the flaring issue and the mercury.
  


21                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  And this
  


22   30-year -- 30 years of mercury buildup out here, I wonder
  


23   how thick it is at the bottom down here.  That's killing
  


24   off everything right there.
  


25             About 20 years ago, I used to work for a
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 1   shipping company in Canada.  We used to see a lot of
  


 2   seals, a lot of whales, and in some communities near the
  


 3   coast, the shorelines are just pink with krill and shrimp.
  


 4   I haven't been there for 20 years.  I'd like to see it if
  


 5   it's still there.  Because that feeds all the seals, the
  


 6   fish, the whales.
  


 7             We are getting different kind of animals here
  


 8   now.  I wonder if this mercury poisoning is contributing
  


 9   to other things like climate change or global warming.  I
  


10   think it is, so I'd like that to be looked at, checked
  


11   out.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comments.
  


13                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  One last factor I'd
  


14   like to include in the -- that goes along with the -- the
  


15   unpredictable weather, the ice conditions.  I recently
  


16   heard an Elder speak about the icebergs, and I never fully
  


17   wrapped my head around what could possibly happen, but in
  


18   hearing Shell with their proposed exploratory drilling
  


19   plans, they seem to often say, well, it's in very shallow
  


20   water.  It's not like Deepwater Horizon.  It's very
  


21   shallow.
  


22             What blew my mind away recently was that I heard
  


23   an Elder talking about the icebergs.  When you notice a
  


24   huge iceberg, as big as it is, we have to remember that is
  


25   only the tip of the iceberg.  In that shallow water, that
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 1   ice is going to drag along the bottom.  And they do.  They
  


 2   dig trenches along the bottom.  So as safe as it sounds to
  


 3   not have another Deepwater Horizon happen because they are
  


 4   drilling in shallow waters, you can't stop -- the Titanic
  


 5   couldn't stop an iceberg.  It's going to come along and
  


 6   trench through the bottom.  And whatever equipment they
  


 7   have, whatever plans they have is -- there is nothing
  


 8   that's going to stop that.
  


 9             So the ice conditions are very -- very
  


10   unpredictable.  And that's the course of nature right
  


11   there that is unlike anywhere else on this planet.
  


12                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Yeah.  If you have
  


13   an icebreaker, a bunch of icebreakers running around out
  


14   here, that's just speeding up the process of climate
  


15   change.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've heard that before.
  


17   Good point.
  


18                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  What's your name?
  


19                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce.
  


20                   MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Qaiyaan.
  


21                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  My parents are
  


22   originally from here, but they moved to Canada back in
  


23   '30s, and I was born there.  So I have dual citizenship.
  


24   I decided to come here 11 years ago, and I have been here
  


25   since then.  I used to work for the oil industry over in
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 1   Canada, and a shipping company over there.  Came here, and
  


 2   I'm doing tourism over here.
  


 3                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  Where were you in
  


 4   Canada?
  


 5                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Aklavik.
  


 6                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  North of Newfoundland?
  


 7                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  It's 300 miles
  


 8   east of here on the coastline.  Our people over there
  


 9   depend on the coastline.  There is about seven communities
  


10   that depend on that coastline.  All the Natives over there
  


11   use the coastline year-round, summer and winter.  The
  


12   summertime they use it for fishing and whaling, belugas
  


13   and the bowhead, birds, caribou.  It's another birthing
  


14   place for caribou, which is just west of the MacKenzie
  


15   River.  And all the way down this coastline here is
  


16   birthing grounds for caribou.  They do a lot of fishing
  


17   over there, also.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Excellent.  Thank you.
  


19                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  I just oppose
  


20   offshore.  That's all I can say because you are not
  


21   prepared for it.  You don't have the means for recovery or
  


22   storage.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  From what
  


24   I hear from our sister agency, BSEE, the safety group,
  


25   that's an issue of very much discussion right now.  So you
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 1   are right on the mark.
  


 2                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Good.
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are right on.
  


 4   Anything else?
  


 5                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  (Shakes head.)
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  This turned out to be a
  


 7   pretty good meeting.  We only had a few people here, but I
  


 8   think we got a lot of good information.
  


 9                   MS. RENEE ORR:  Some great information.
  


10   And we will stay until 7:00, and if anybody --
  


11                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  We have a plan set up
  


12   so that somebody is over there at 6:30 onwards and send
  


13   everybody over here.  John is going to go over there.
  


14                   MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  I'll go over there
  


15   about quarter till and I'll hold down the fort.  And if
  


16   anyone shows up, I'll send them here.  And I have my cell
  


17   on me.  So I'll keep you posted.  If there is no one
  


18   there at 7:30 or 7:45 --
  


19                   MS. NANCY DESCHU:  So we might get some of
  


20   the Army Corps people.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are more fun.
  


22              (Off the record from 6:02 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.)
  


23                   MS. KATHLEEN FISHER:  I just think that
  


24   before we step into this new area of offshore drilling in
  


25   the Arctic, that we need to have all our Is dotted and Ts
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 1   crossed because the Arctic is fragile and it wouldn't
  


 2   survive the kind of spill they had in the Gulf.  That's
  


 3   it.  I don't think there is any way we could ever clean it
  


 4   all up.  It would just never come back.  The end.
  


 5              (Proceedings adjourned 7:25 p.m.)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Who would be a good 



            3    person to give a blessing?  



            4               (Blessing offered by Carla Sims Kayotuk.)



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All right.  And so this 



            6    is a good way to start.  I'm going to sit down here.  My 



            7    name's Jim Kendall.  And some of you have seen me before.  



            8    We have met.  I came up here not quite a year ago to 



            9    Anchorage, and I was asked to serve in an acting capacity 



           10    when John Goll retired.  Well, I must have done something 



           11    right because they said, we want you to stay.  So I'm no 



           12    longer the guy who is just here temporarily.  So I'm here 



           13    for good.  My family moved up.  We are living in 



           14    Anchorage, and we are real happy.  I've got friends here 



           15    now.  So this is a good thing.  



           16              But what we are going to talk about tonight is 



           17    the Secretary of Interior's next five-year plan for oil 



           18    and gas leasing.  It's just a proposal.  Nothing is 



           19    definite.  And the Secretary takes this so seriously that 



           20    it's not just those of us in Anchorage that have to carry 



           21    the message.  He also sent representatives from 



           22    Washington, D.C.  



           23              I've got Renee Orr who joined us.  Renee is an 



           24    executive out of our D.C. office.  And she's the chief of 



           25    strategic resources that would be over the leasing, the 
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            1    oil and gas resources that are in the ground.  That's the 



            2    geology and also the economics.  



            3              We also have Tim Holder with us.  Now, Tim is in 



            4    the environmental division, and he spent over 28 years --



            5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Twenty-five.  



            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Twenty-five years in 



            7    Nome and Anchorage.  So he's trying to get people in D.C. 



            8    to understand what it's really like to be in Alaska.  So 



            9    he's our liaison.  



           10              We have a few other folks with us.  I've got 



           11    Jennifer Culbertson back there.  She's also from 



           12    headquarters.  She's an oceanographer, Ph.D. in 



           13    oceanography.  I've got Rob McWhorter back there.  Rob is 



           14    with Argonne National Labs, and they are helping put 



           15    together the EIS we are going to talk about.  



           16              And aside from the most important people in the 



           17    room, which is you all, the second-most important person 



           18    in the room is our good friend, Mary.  Mary makes sure 



           19    that everything that's said at the meeting is recorded so 



           20    we can get your message across.  



           21              Now, we have changed the meeting a bit.  If you 



           22    have been to some of the old meetings we had, we 



           23    basically, I'm told, would come and stand in front of the 



           24    room and say, talk to us.  Well, we want to do that 



           25    tonight, but we brought a little presentation so that we 
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            1    can all level the playing field.  This is hard enough 



            2    without people trying to figure out what are you talking 



            3    about.  



            4              So basically we are talking about two things.  



            5    We are talking about a potential plan for oil and gas 



            6    leasing from 2012 to 2017 that is in the planning stage 



            7    only.  And then we are going to talk about the 



            8    environmental impact statement, the environmental work 



            9    that is part of this review.  And that's the big document 



           10    back there.  It's in three volumes.  



           11              Now, who are we?  We are with the Bureau of 



           12    Ocean Energy Management.  Some of you may remember the old 



           13    MMS.  Well, after April 20, 2010, Deepwater Horizon, there 



           14    was a lot of soul-searching, a lot of review, a lot of 



           15    investigation on what could we do to not only never allow 



           16    this to happen again, but how do we set up a new structure 



           17    so that any perceived conflicts or any real conflicts 



           18    can't occur.  



           19              So what they did, the President and Secretary, 



           20    is they broke the old MMS into three groups.  There is a 



           21    group that handles the money.  That's the Office of 



           22    Natural Resources Revenue.  They completely separated them 



           23    from us.  You know, the people that are concerned with 



           24    revenue and who is making money, they were moved away from 



           25    us.  So we don't worry about that anymore.  That's not our 
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            1    job.  



            2              Then they took the folks that do the inspections 



            3    and do the engineering and give the fines.  They broke 



            4    that off in a separate group and said the only thing you 



            5    do is you do your inspections, you focus on environmental 



            6    enforcement, and you make sure that anything that's 



            7    allowed to be done is done by the book.  And if it's not, 



            8    you come in and you thump people.  That's your job.  You 



            9    are the policemen.  



           10              Then there is our group, BOEM.  Our job is to 



           11    work with stakeholders such as yourself to put together 



           12    these five-year plans that make sense, to do the 



           13    environmental science, to do the environmental reviews, 



           14    and make sure that there is a lot of good discussion, good 



           15    science, and that the decisions that are made are made 



           16    taking into account everything:  The science, the culture, 



           17    the resources, the economics, everything.  That's what we 



           18    worry about.  We don't worry about the inspections because 



           19    someone else is going to be looking over everybody's 



           20    shoulders.  And we don't worry about the money.  They are 



           21    someplace else in another building.  



           22              So we just focus on leasing, the science, the 



           23    reviews and what should be allowed to be where and make 



           24    the information we get from you to the Secretary.  So 



           25    that's what went into this.  This is a long process.  
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            1              So something that hit me when I came to some of 



            2    the other meetings where I met some of you before -- and I 



            3    didn't realize this until we chatted about it -- that we 



            4    keep coming back to your communities and it seems like we 



            5    are saying the same thing, and sometimes the community 



            6    members say they say the same thing.  Why are you here?  



            7    You keep coming back.  You take up our time in the 



            8    evenings.  We have other things to do.  We all have 



            9    families.  And yet we tell you the same thing we told you 



           10    for years and years and years.  And some of the Elders 



           11    have been talking to the old MMS people for, like, 30 



           12    years.  



           13              Well, there is this OCS Lands Act, this law 



           14    that's out there that says before the Secretary can have a 



           15    lease sale, it has to be in a five-year plan.  And before 



           16    you can have a five-year plan, you have to go out and talk 



           17    to the people.  If you don't talk to the people, you don't 



           18    hear what they say, you don't factor that into your 



           19    decisions, then you can't have a plan and you can't have a 



           20    lease sale.  It's against the law.  



           21              So the law requires us to come out here probably 



           22    more often than we have.  And so you are going to see more 



           23    of us to see what -- to hear what you say, package that up 



           24    and give it to the Secretary because the law says that 



           25    this is your land, this is your communities, you need to 
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            1    have a say in this.  And therefore, we are going to come 



            2    out here as often as we can so that you know what's going 



            3    on and the Secretary knows what's going on and so the law 



            4    says go out there and talk to the constituents, the people 



            5    that live out there.  So that's why we keep coming back.  



            6              Right now we are at the tail end of the previous 



            7    five-year plan, the 2007 to 2012.  Well, once that 2007 to 



            8    '12 plan expires -- once it expires the Secretary can hold 



            9    no more leases.  It's against the law by that OCS Lands 



           10    Act.  So the Secretary has to have a new plan together, 



           11    2012 to 2017.  This -- that's the thing right here.  He 



           12    has to have -- he or she, the Secretary of the Interior, 



           13    has to have this five-year plan before he or she can 



           14    consider a lease sale, before you could even consider 



           15    doing exploration, before any production, and before, of 



           16    course, decommissioning.  



           17              So it's a very long process.  And it was 



           18    intended to be long so there were lots of checks and 



           19    balances.  



           20              Now, since this box here is the biggest box, 



           21    this is where it's very general.  This is where some 



           22    decisions are made that are of a very large nature, but 



           23    before you start getting to any of these, it starts 



           24    focusing down.  



           25              For example -- let's go to this one here.  This 
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            1    is what we are here for tonight.  What is in this proposed 



            2    plan?  Not the final, but the proposed is that in the 



            3    Beaufort Sea and in the Chukchi there may be one sale, one 



            4    each, 2015, 2016, somewhere in these two areas.  We know 



            5    right now that the red areas, which are the deferral 



            6    areas, are areas the Secretary has already decided no 



            7    activity can occur there.  No leases can be given.



            8                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Why didn't they go 



            9    all the way to the Canadian border?  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.  



           11    And I don't know the answer to that, but because we are 



           12    early in the process, the deferral areas can change.  They 



           13    can get bigger.  At least this is the smallest the 



           14    deferral areas could be.  



           15              For example, at the meeting last night, in 



           16    Nuiqsut and then in Wainwright, for example -- especially 



           17    in Wainwright, they were saying that's 25 miles.  I went 



           18    out to get a whale at 45 miles.  That deferral area might 



           19    be bigger.  It should be bigger.  So we heard that.  We 



           20    heard last night at Nuiqsut that that's a small area, and 



           21    this is a small area.  I don't see any deferral areas 



           22    there.  We may tell you where we want a deferral area.  



           23    And they told us where some of the deferral areas should 



           24    be, and they should be bigger.  Right?  You were there.  



           25    And so that's in the notes.  
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            1              In the past we have had these regional lease 



            2    sales, these area wide leasing where they put everything 



            3    open and it's like the wild west.  No more.  We are moving 



            4    away from that.  As we go through the process, the 



            5    Secretary is really considering how do we make the area 



            6    smaller that we offer up for she's you don't have these 



            7    big areas.  So that's where we are in the stage of the 



            8    process now.  



            9              This is the largest it could ever be.  The red 



           10    areas are the smallest it could be.  They could be bigger.  



           11    The Secretary hasn't decided.  That's why we are here 



           12    today so that when it comes time for a lease sale, let's 



           13    say 2015 or 2016, what is actually offered for a lease.  



           14    And Renee is the expert in this.  It could look very 



           15    different.  It may -- most likely will not be these two 



           16    big areas.  They will be much smaller.  Could the deferral 



           17    areas be bigger?  Yes, the deferral areas could be bigger.  



           18    Could it be that the lease sales don't happen in 2015 or 



           19    2016?  If the Secretary is not comfortable that we don't 



           20    have enough information, that it's not a good decision, 



           21    they can change -- he or she can change his decision.  



           22              It's like this Secretary canceled after 2008 all 



           23    of the other lease sales that were going to happen in 



           24    Alaska, and they were canceled for this current program.  



           25              And then I know this is Cook Inlet.  There is 
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            1    one sale that may occur in Cook Inlet, but that is for a 



            2    special sale so that if industry is interested, then we 



            3    have got to go through all the environmental reviews and 



            4    things like that.  But there hasn't been a lot of interest 



            5    and we don't want to spend a lot of our resources that may 



            6    be needed in the Arctic doing something where there is no 



            7    interest.  But the Secretary has put that on the table, as 



            8    well.  



            9              That big document that we are talking about, 



           10    these environmental impact statements, are written so that 



           11    you have basically full disclosure.  If a lease sale were 



           12    to occur somewhere, what's going to be impacted?  Who is 



           13    going to be impacted?  You have got whales out there.  You 



           14    have got walrus.  You have got seals.  You have got 



           15    subsistence communities.  You have the subsistence 



           16    culture.  You have got air quality that could be impacted 



           17    or changed.  There is a whole list of things:  Noise, 



           18    bottom disturbance, air emissions.  What happens if you 



           19    put pipelines?  If the industry wants to have a pipeline, 



           20    where would it go?  You know, the marine mammals, 



           21    archeological resources.  



           22              When we went out for the scoping for this 



           23    document, we asked you all and everybody else what should 



           24    be in the document.  Well, this document has been written 



           25    not exclusively by us.  NOAA, National Marine Fisheries 
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            1    Service were a cooperating agency.  The State of Alaska 



            2    was a cooperating agency.  And the North Slope Borough was 



            3    a cooperating agency.  And that document is not final.  



            4    It's a draft.  And so last month in November it went 



            5    public.  It's on the Web.  We have got CDs.  I can leave 



            6    you the big documents there.  



            7              What we are looking for is for people to look at 



            8    the document, study the maps, read parts of it, page 



            9    through it and say what we missed.  What's important to 



           10    me, particularly after the other night, was traditional 



           11    knowledge.  We had some Elders there that told us a lot of 



           12    good information.  I mean, it was captivating.  We got the 



           13    information on how the ice has changed, how when he was a 



           14    child some of the icebergs were 30 feet tall, how they 



           15    only had to go so many miles to get a whale.  Now they 



           16    have to go a lot further.  The one gentleman said my whale 



           17    that I got recently was 45 miles offshore.  Your deferral 



           18    area is 25.  That doesn't make sense.  So that's the kind 



           19    of information we are looking for.  



           20              Then what we do with that is we take that 



           21    information, we make that document even better, and then 



           22    my dear friend Renee and her Washington colleagues, she 



           23    sits with the Secretary and says if you decide to have 



           24    leases in Alaska, the Arctic, this is what you need to 



           25    know in terms of the environment, in terms of culture.  We 
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            1    have got it in the document here.  We spoke with people.  



            2    We heard their concerns.  This is what they said.  And 



            3    then the Secretary decides, do I want to leave those lease 



            4    sales in the Beaufort and the Chukchi.  



            5              And then if there is a lease sale, how big would 



            6    that sale area be, and then we start the process again.  



            7    We have to do another environmental impact statement on, 



            8    okay, we heard people are concerned about the deferral 



            9    area sizes.  They are concerned about bottom disturbance.  



           10    We heard last night that some of the hunters said that 



           11    some of the seals may not be healthy.  There may be some 



           12    lesions.  If that's the case, we need to know about that.  



           13              And so that's what we're here tonight for.  This 



           14    process is moving.  It's moving slow.  The Secretary said 



           15    we are taking a cautious approach to the Arctic, and go 



           16    out, meet with the communities, hear what they have to 



           17    say, tell me what they are saying, make that a bigger 



           18    document.  And we are not going to make any firm decisions 



           19    until we do that.  And so that's why we are here tonight, 



           20    or this afternoon.  



           21              And we want people to talk with us.  This is 



           22    your meeting.  We have got the document with us.  We have 



           23    got CDs.  It's on the Web so people can get it.  We passed 



           24    out a lot of the DVDs to schoolchildren.  They gave them 



           25    to their teachers.  That's why we are here.  
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            1              And I'm talking too much.  



            2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Keep talking.  We 



            3    need more information.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's good.  Some of my 



            5    folks, like Jennifer back there, is an oceanographer.  She 



            6    worked on the document.  The other lady who was here, 



            7    Nancy Deschu, is a fisheries biologist and a water quality 



            8    specialist.  Unfortunately, the plane was so small we 



            9    couldn't bring our entire technical staff here, but any 



           10    questions you have got or anything you want us to get back 



           11    with you on, we can do.  But that's why we are here today.  



           12    How do we do the right thing?  



           13              Go to this chart right here.  Here is where we 



           14    are right here, November 2011 to January 2012.  That's the 



           15    review of the EIS and the plan.  It's not going to be 



           16    finalized until late 2012.  The Secretary is taking his 



           17    time.  And you can send information -- this is where to 



           18    send the information.  We have got that hanging there.  



           19    And we have got it there, and it's on the CDs, and it's on 



           20    the Web.  We are trying to be a pest for just about 



           21    everybody here.  We don't want anybody to feel left out.  



           22              We had a great meeting last night in Nuiqsut.  



           23    Edward was our translator, and we had his brother Isaac 



           24    there.  We had -- Alice was an elder and Marjorie.  A lot 



           25    of good discussion.  They kept us on our toes.  Right?
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            1                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I enjoyed listening 



            2    to it.



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It was a good meeting, 



            4    very good meeting.



            5                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  My name is Carla 



            6    Sims Kayotuk.  I just want to go on the record stating 



            7    that, as important as this meeting is, that with the 



            8    scheduling conflict, I think it would have been nice if 



            9    you guys maybe would have just canceled and rescheduled 



           10    and done it more proper so we could have had more people 



           11    here.  I know you are trying to do everything you can to 



           12    try and get people to come over here, but I think it would 



           13    have been better if you would have just rescheduled and 



           14    done it more proper.  



           15              Saying that, I do agree with what you are 



           16    saying, some of the Nuiqsut people said about the deferred 



           17    areas.  I think for our area it's way too small.  And I 



           18    think we have stated that in the past that we would like 



           19    to see the deferred areas larger.  



           20              Myself, I'd like to see the area where I use and 



           21    my family uses -- we go all along the coast from here all 



           22    the way to the east to the Canadian border and past the 



           23    Canadian border.  But I know you can't do anything past 



           24    the Canadian border, but up to the demarcation point.  And 



           25    then we go as far as Brownlow/Flaxman/Canning area, and 
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            1    sometimes a little bit past that.  And I'd like to see 



            2    that area deferred all along the coast.  And I know we 



            3    have gone many miles out.  So I'm not a whaler, so I don't 



            4    go out as far as they do, but I know they would like their 



            5    area protected, but I don't know what miles they would be 



            6    concerned about.  But I know they have gone -- I don't 



            7    know.



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thirty, 40 miles?



            9                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Sometimes 50.



           10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So that's one of 



           11    my main concerns.  My main concern really is I prefer 



           12    there not be any more lease sales.  I just think that 



           13    nothing has been proven that they can clean an oil spill 



           14    if there is any oil spill out there.  And you can't say 



           15    there is not going to be because look what happened down 



           16    south.  And I'm just unwilling to take a chance that our 



           17    ocean could be ruined.  



           18              We live off of that.  If you don't have that 



           19    stuff, we are not going to have what we need to survive up 



           20    here.  Granted, things are changing, but we still need the 



           21    animals to survive, and the ice, too.  And if they open 



           22    more lease sales up there, that means more ship 



           23    activities, more iceberg breakers.  I think our ice is 



           24    having a hard enough time as it is right now growing and 



           25    thickening, new ice growing.  And the more icebergs [sic] 
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            1    they have out there breaking up that ice, I think it's 



            2    making it harder for that ice to stabilize again.  



            3              When I was growing up, we never used to have ice 



            4    pressure ridges really close by, and if you drove in this 



            5    morning, you can see the ice ridges right there.  We are 



            6    unable to really go to our spring camps now safely because 



            7    the pressure ridges are right there.  With the way our 



            8    rivers are, when my mom and them would go to their duck 



            9    camps, they would have to go way out into the ocean to get 



           10    away from the mouths of the rivers where it's overflowing 



           11    and stuff like that, so they would have to go way out into 



           12    the ocean to get to them.  And they can't do that anymore.  



           13    And so people are taking chances crossing.  And so I think 



           14    it's very important to keep the icebreakers away from -- 



           15    from the ice out there.  



           16              And my opinion is I think you have enough lease 



           17    sales out there to leave -- leave it alone.  I think it's 



           18    too -- too unpredictable to take chances.  So that's -- 



           19    that's my view on it.  



           20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Thank you.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  And your 



           22    name, ma'am?  You mentioned about sometimes 50 miles.



           23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Uh-huh.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name is?



           25                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Nora Jane Burns.  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I just want to make sure 



            2    that we get everything.



            3                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question 



            4    for you.  Did you send any of this document to the whaling 



            5    communities?  



            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes.



            7                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And have they 



            8    responded to it?  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We sent it all out.  I'm 



           10    meeting with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Committee next 



           11    week.  We are going to be in Barrow.  We are also going to 



           12    all the other villages, too, Point Hope, Point Lay, 



           13    Kotzebue.  We were at Nuiqsut last night and Wainwright 



           14    early in the week.



           15                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  We have whaling 



           16    captains here that should be here, and they would give you 



           17    better insight on how far they go out whaling and stuff 



           18    like that because we have quite a few people that are 



           19    whalers.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Uh-huh.  



           21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And I know, I 



           22    myself, we go out boating, I myself, at least a small 



           23    business owner, and we use this area for tourists to show 



           24    our land.  But more importantly, the food out there -- the 



           25    animals out there is our food, seals, fish, and all the 
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            1    sea animals out there, they need to be protected.  Polar 



            2    bears especially, because they are starting to come into 



            3    the land more because the ice is receding more and it's 



            4    not getting -- it's starting to freeze up later, and it's 



            5    just too much for the animals.  And they are, like, 



            6    getting stressed.  



            7              And I myself, I'd like to see more protection 



            8    for the ocean and zero development out in the -- anywhere.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  With the conflicts with 



           10    this meeting, I can't make any promises, but I will see if 



           11    we can come back again very soon.  It would be very good 



           12    if we had the whaling captains here, as well.  And it's 



           13    very unfortunate.  We had some last night and we had some 



           14    in Wainwright.  Our schedule has messed that up here.  



           15    I'll see what we can do.



           16                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And December is kind 



           17    of bad because everybody is trying to hightail it to go 



           18    shopping for Christmas shopping and stuff.  So November 



           19    and December we are always busy because we have hunters 



           20    going up into the mountains to harvest sheep for us for 



           21    our Thanksgiving feast and Christmas feast because we are 



           22    always using the land no matter what, whether it's, you 



           23    know, the ocean or the land.  We are connected to both.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Let me make a note that 



           25    we will try to get back to Kaktovik very soon because of 
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            1    the problems with the scheduling.



            2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So does this mean 



            3    that you are -- is this the new five-year plan that you 



            4    are proposing?  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.



            6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Does this constitute 



            7    a meeting with the village even if there is just four of 



            8    us here?  Because we don't represent the whole village.  



            9    It's just our own little insight that we know what we want 



           10    to protect.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I went into city hall 



           12    and met with Fenton today.  I met with him for a while, 



           13    and he was hoping to come, but his schedule, he says, is 



           14    crazy like everyone else's.  We are hoping to have a 



           15    wider -- more people here.  That's why I've got a note 



           16    here that we probably need to come back.  But you are 



           17    still here, so we want to talk to you.  And this is the 



           18    proposed five-year plan.  There was a draft plan that came 



           19    about about when, Renee?  



           20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It was in January of 2009.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And so after they had 



           22    the public hearings and the scoping and everything, it was 



           23    a much bigger five-year plan.  



           24                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yes, it was.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And it was cut back a 
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            1    lot.  So they went from a big draft to what we have now is 



            2    the proposed.  And it's a lot smaller.  And the final will 



            3    be probably different than what we have now.  So it's part 



            4    of the process.



            5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  How big are the -- 



            6    those sales, how many miles in circumference?  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  The lease blocks 



            8    are three by three, three miles by three miles.  But the 



            9    difference here -- and again, Renee is the expert -- in 



           10    the past we would have area-wide leasing where we were 



           11    going to take the whole area out there, and oil companies 



           12    would come in and bid on I want to do that one, I want to 



           13    do that one, I want that little spot over there.  



           14              We are moving away from that.  We want to look 



           15    at the areas.  Where are the deferral areas?  What areas 



           16    need to be protected?  Where are the areas where there is 



           17    most likely to be oil and gas?  So if it's there, why do 



           18    we have to have that area?  Where are the whale 



           19    migrations?  Where are -- is there a lot of hunting?  



           20    Where is a lot of people going for seals?  



           21              Get all that information so we go away from this 



           22    big, large area where everybody puts money on the table 



           23    and we say no.  This was an area where there is a lot of 



           24    hunting.  This area has whale migrations.  This area has 



           25    no oil and gas, but sometimes people fish there.  This 
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            1    area is important for the ice.  There is no oil there.  So 



            2    maybe we can have an area for leasing here and an area for 



            3    leasing over here, and maybe one area here, not the whole 



            4    big thing.  How did I do, Renee?  



            5                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's good.  That's 



            6    exactly --



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are trying to make it 



            8    more specific what needs to be protected, what would be 



            9    the conflicts, and how do we avoid conflict.



           10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Just don't be out 



           11    here.  



           12                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's written down here, 



           13    too.  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's written down 



           15    there, too.



           16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I wanted to 



           17    clarify, when I was saying how we have to go out on the 



           18    ocean to get to our duck camps, someone might say why 



           19    don't they just go through the land.  How we need the 



           20    ocean, well, we are on an island, for one.  And then so a 



           21    lot of times the channel there is flooded so we can't 



           22    cross over to the mainland, but we are still able to go 



           23    out on the ocean side and go further out to our duck 



           24    camps.  And a lot of the good spots for duck camping is -- 



           25    they are like 30-plus miles away, and so -- yeah, about 30 
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            1    miles, huh?



            2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  To my camp it's -- 



            3    snowmachine is 12 miles.  When you go on ocean, it's 15 



            4    miles.  And that's just to the Jago River.  So it's going 



            5    to be more.  It's in the lagoon.  It's in the Jago Lagoon, 



            6    so it's 15.  



            7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  It's probably 20 



            8    miles to Puka [ph], but they also go out to Powdy [ph], 



            9    which is, what, 30 miles, 36 miles, 40 miles.  That's the 



           10    next DEW line site, so that's about 36 miles.  Yep.  And 



           11    so that ocean stability is very important for us.  So --



           12                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Don't let Shell in.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Understood.  You have 



           14    been awful quiet over there.  I've met you many times at 



           15    many meetings.



           16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I'm wondering, 



           17    too, with this next five-year plan, is he -- it just 



           18    mainly deals with just Alaska, correct?  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  It's the whole 



           20    country.  



           21                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It's the whole country.  



           22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So I'm wondering 



           23    if next time you come if you can bring, like, the proposed 



           24    areas that he has for --



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can show you that.
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            1                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Oh, you have it?  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  When we have had 



            3    the meetings the last couple days, no one asked, and so we 



            4    didn't put the -- thank you very much, Jennifer.  We want 



            5    to make it tailored for everybody.  You would have the 



            6    western Gulf of Mexico, there would be some sales, the 



            7    central Gulf of Mexico, and a very slim part of the 



            8    eastern Gulf.  So three areas, a tiny little sliver there, 



            9    central and western.  Then maybe one sale in Cook Inlet 



           10    and then maybe one sale in Beaufort and one in Chukchi.



           11                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  And I'm also 



           12    curious to see how much of deferred areas all the other 



           13    coastal areas have, too -- 



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be good.



           15                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  -- just to get a 



           16    comparison of what Alaska has compared to the other 



           17    states.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Uh-huh.  



           19                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So, if that's 



           20    possible.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They don't really use 



           22    the term deferral.  



           23                    MS. RENEE ORR:  In the central and western 



           24    Gulf of Mexico, there really aren't any deferred areas 



           25    other than wildlife refuges.  
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            1                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Flower banks, 



            2    Flower Garden Banks and coral.



            3                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  So what is the term 



            4    that they use?  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The way it works, I'm 



            6    going to not use the fancy leasing lingo because this 



            7    started when I was a grad student at Texas A&M.  They did 



            8    all their studies and they found there were certain 



            9    topographic features.  Like Jennifer mentioned the Flower 



           10    Gardens.  The Flower Gardens were two undersea mountains 



           11    that came up that had the corals on it.  Not a good place 



           12    for oil and gas.  So basically they say, no, those two 



           13    underwater mountains and the corals are not appropriate.  



           14    Then there were other areas, like Gyer Bank and Stetson 



           15    Bank and Claypile Bank, that were very important to 



           16    fisheries.  So they really don't call it a deferral area.  



           17    They just take these groups of blocks and just say no.  



           18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Also the Flower Garden 



           19    Banks is a National Marine Sanctuary, and we are not 



           20    allowed to lease in National Marine Sanctuary.  But there 



           21    are other areas in the Gulf from the ones that Jim 



           22    mentioned where we have additional restrictions on what 



           23    activities can take place there.  They have -- maybe the 



           24    cuttings have to be shunted all the way to the floor or 



           25    they can't dispose of them there at all.  So additional 
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            1    protections.  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then there is 



            3    military areas where it's really not good to have an oil 



            4    and gas platform where you have these military exercises.  



            5    And then in some areas, for example, where the shrimp 



            6    fishermen shrimp, the pipelines are buried under the sea 



            7    floor, I think, eight to 12 feet so the shrimp nets can be 



            8    pulled across the surface of the sea floor.  So they have 



            9    that kind of stipulations.  



           10              As I say, they don't call them deferral areas, 



           11    but there are certain mitigations they put in there that 



           12    if you are going to operate here, you have to do this.  If 



           13    you are going to operate here, you can't do this.  And 



           14    that area over there is no.  So they try to work that out 



           15    before a lease sale happens so the oil companies know 



           16    that, okay, you have this big area, but there is a whole 



           17    bunch of little areas where the leases are not available.



           18                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I don't know if 



           19    you can answer this, but isn't there like -- because you 



           20    are federal and then the State has, like, the inside.  



           21                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Within the three miles.



           22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  The three miles 



           23    inside.  If those areas are deferred, is that deferred too 



           24    from the State, too, then doing their lease sales, or is 



           25    that just after the three miles?
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            1                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That would just be a 



            2    federal action.  The State has really exclusive 



            3    jurisdiction over what happens in State waters.



            4                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Another thing 



            5    that really bothers me with these lease sales is I know 



            6    you guys might consider this village quiet, but to me it's 



            7    not quiet; it's loud.  So when I go camping, I go to get 



            8    away from all the hustle and bustle that we have here in 



            9    Barter.  And I'm just worried that all of that is going to 



           10    change once more lease sales open and everything.  And 



           11    it's just going to take away from the whole thing of 



           12    getting away.  



           13              And we are real limited as to where we can go in 



           14    the summertime because we have ANWR in our backyard.  We 



           15    can't take our four-wheelers and just go up if we don't 



           16    have Native allotments and stuff like that.  So all of our 



           17    camping and recreation and stuff like that is pretty much 



           18    coastal because our rivers are too shallow.  We can't take 



           19    our boats up our rivers, so we are pretty much coastal 



           20    people in the summertime.  And I just hate to, in the 



           21    future, be going out in my boat to go to my summer camp 



           22    and there is a drill rig right there in the way and I have 



           23    to go around it or I hear it off in the distance and 



           24    stuff.  



           25              And with -- with that, not just the oil rigs 
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            1    that you are going to have; you are going to have all the 



            2    traffic, the helicopters, the planes to do the change out 



            3    of the people and everything.  And the noise level is just 



            4    going to increase tremendously.  



            5              We see it -- we have been seeing it for years 



            6    with just the exploration stuff going on.  With Point 



            7    Thompson and the other things, the amount of traffic has 



            8    quadrupled.  And it's -- it's terrible.  It's -- it's just 



            9    terrible.  I don't know what else I can say about it.  Not 



           10    only for us, but for our animals, for our caribou.  We see 



           11    it all the time where the caribou are inadvertently hazed 



           12    because of the noise and everything.  



           13              I work for the North Slope Borough wildlife 



           14    department part time collecting harvest status, and I have 



           15    a lot of hunters that come to me and say there was another 



           16    plane that flew over just while we were waiting for -- we 



           17    waited five hours for that caribou to come down, and just 



           18    before it reached us this plane flew over and off goes the 



           19    caribou and stuff.  And I hear that every summer.  



           20              And there is really not much we can do about it 



           21    because, for one, they can't really get the numbers off of 



           22    the planes.  They're out there hunting.  They're not there 



           23    carrying their cameras and stuff like that to try and get 



           24    numbers off of planes.  And that's the only way to really 



           25    document it is if you get the numbers off of the aircraft 
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            1    and stuff.  So sometimes we are able to do that, but it's 



            2    just going to get worse as time goes on if there is 



            3    more -- more development going on.



            4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  One of the 



            5    concerns I got is the flaring.  I think that's the biggest 



            6    pollution that happens here in the North Slope.  Is there 



            7    some way they could filter those and capture all that 



            8    carbon before it spreads out?  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They should.  Before 



           10    they can vent or flare, they have to get an okay to do 



           11    that, and we are very much concerned about that situation.  



           12    And people have been fined terribly for venting and 



           13    flaring that weren't authorized for some emergency.  So 



           14    it's -- the venting and flaring is an important issue.  



           15    And I'm glad you raised it.



           16                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Because, you know, 



           17    springtime we can see that smog from east to west as far 



           18    as you can see.  I've flown to Barrow a number of times, 



           19    and we not only go through one layer of smog, but two 



           20    layers.  And just smelling it gives me a headache, burns 



           21    my eyes and my nose.  And what's going out here, it's 



           22    poisoning the fish, krill and everything that lives under 



           23    that ice.  That's going to affect all the animals here.  



           24    This is the birthplace of many animals.  Like to keep it 



           25    that way.  We have a number of rivers here that harbor 
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            1    many fish all along the coast, east and west from here.  



            2    What are we going to live off if that is gone?  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Exactly.



            4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  More fish are 



            5    starting to be --



            6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Have sores on their 



            7    bodies, soft belly, and never used to be there.  I'd like 



            8    to elaborate on Bruce's air thing.  So this time of the 



            9    day or when it's starting to -- when we are starting to 



           10    get daylight, you can see haze along the horizon.  And 



           11    it's yellow, yellowish, then it's a layer of just haze 



           12    coming across and it looks -- it's -- it would come from 



           13    the west, and it just comes around over the ocean.  You 



           14    have seen it before.  And it's awful.  When I was growing 



           15    up, I never seen any of that.  So all that stuff is -- 



           16    they may say that they have the permit, but who is to say 



           17    how much -- what is allowable.  Maybe they are going past 



           18    the allowable thing.  They need to go zero.



           19                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  It's an 



           20    accumulation, too, of all the different companies.  You 



           21    know, you might have an air quality for one, but when you 



           22    combine all the different things that are out there, then 



           23    it's -- it's the accumulation of all of that that builds 



           24    up is what we are starting to be concerned about.



           25                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We have the 
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            1    highest upper respiratory sickness on the North Slope, and 



            2    it's all from carbon monoxide.  It's a serious thing.  



            3    Mercury poisoning is pretty serious, and it's in our fish.  



            4    Everything else that live off the fish has got it, the 



            5    seals, the polar bears.  Might as well put them all on the 



            6    extinct list.



            7                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question:  



            8    On your EIS or your environmental studies, did you do 



            9    prebaseline studies, or did you collect old information 



           10    from old studies and then do your own studies and compare 



           11    them to that?  Is that how you do your EIS studies or -- 



           12    and then when you come out with your findings, we hardly 



           13    ever hear what were the findings for the air, the ocean, 



           14    the temperatures of the ocean, what's changing from 50 



           15    years ago to now.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good 



           17    question.  First of all, we have our own science program, 



           18    the old MMS and now BOEM.  We have spent about 



           19    $350,000,000 on about 400 studies.  Now, it's not just 



           20    those that are in that document.  We also used the reports 



           21    from NOAA, from USGS, from the National Science 



           22    Foundation, work that's done by the North Slope Borough 



           23    and the University of Alaska at Fairbanks and Anchorage, 



           24    plus anything else we can get.  



           25              But you touched on something very important, 
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            1    that there is a lot of information out there being done 



            2    and collected by a lot of different individuals and 



            3    institutions that go back 25 years, 50 years, even 100 



            4    years, but it hasn't been put together very well.  The 



            5    USGS at the request of the Secretary came out with a 



            6    report just a couple months ago that said there were 



            7    information gaps.  And a lot of those gaps we are already 



            8    addressing in the work that we are doing.  



            9              But probably one of the biggest gaps was tying 



           10    all that disparate information together.  So that's why in 



           11    the Secretary's proposed program, he is not proposing any 



           12    lease sales before 2015 so that we have time to catch up, 



           13    get that information that's in this document, and tie it 



           14    together with other information that we are still finding 



           15    so that when it comes time for a lease sale and we have to 



           16    do an EIS for that specific lease sale, that we have that 



           17    information plus new information and old information, sort 



           18    of a baseline, and put it together.  So you touched on a 



           19    weakness, and that's why the Secretary is saying we are 



           20    not doing any more leasing until maybe 2015 or even '16.  



           21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So how much more 



           22    information you will be collecting?  How many more 



           23    scientists we are going to see coming through this little 



           24    island or to the other villages?  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I hear it gets pretty 
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            1    busy up here with scientists.  There is a lot of studies 



            2    going on.  I think we alone have got 50 or 60 studies 



            3    going on, just BOEM alone, and then you have all the other 



            4    agencies.  And then, again, it's not coordinated very 



            5    well.  I sit on the oversight group of the North Slope 



            6    Science Initiative that's supposed to connect it better.  



            7    The President also earlier this year set up an 



            8    organization called the interagency work group on 



            9    coordinating energy permitting in the Arctic for Alaska.  



           10              Well, last week, December 1st, that interagency 



           11    work group that is chaired by Deputy Secretary David 



           12    Hayes -- he's the number two man in the Interior -- he got 



           13    his group together and then brought in other scientific 



           14    groups, such as Fran Ulmer who is from Fairbanks, and now 



           15    she's in charge of the Arctic Research Commission.  Got 



           16    her together, Marcia McNutt from USGS, and a lot of 



           17    high-ranking scientists throughout the country and said 



           18    okay, we, have this interagency work group that's 



           19    coordinating permitting decisions so we know who is doing 



           20    what.  Now we are going to make sure all the science 



           21    that's out there is better filtered into that process.  



           22              So the short answer to your question -- I just 



           23    gave you the long answer -- is the more information, we 



           24    have the better.  The more studies we can fund the better.  



           25    We just have to coordinate it better because I have heard 
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            1    other citizens up here say that you have scientists flung 



            2    different directions and they don't know where they are 



            3    at.  



            4              And I think we have this tonight.  We set this 



            5    meeting up weeks and weeks ago, only to find out the Corps 



            6    of Engineers is having a meeting.  How did that happen?  



            7    We have got to coordinate better.



            8                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  It's getting to 



            9    be -- 



           10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  The oil 



           11    companies, too.  Next week we have two oil companies come 



           12    in the same day, same time.  



           13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Closer to Christmas.



           14                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  The Army Corps of 



           15    Engineers, the city is actually baffled by that.  They are 



           16    just over there trying to sort that out.  They don't know 



           17    the status of that meeting for tonight.



           18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I think they might 



           19    be joint meeting with the oil companies.  



           20                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  The Army Corps, for 



           21    what it's worth, did have that muni center room reserved 



           22    for tonight.  We checked.  



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If they don't show up 



           24    and they messed up our schedule, shame on them, right?



           25                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah.  
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            1                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's in my notes, too.



            2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  You are going to 



            3    factor all the studies?  Because we are losing land here, 



            4    just like Kivalina is losing land every year.  Last couple 



            5    of -- we didn't lose this year.  Last year we lost like 



            6    big chunks of land along the coast there towards the west 



            7    end of the island from big-time erosion.  And we had 



            8    like -- it was three years in a row we had like 



            9    house-sized chunks of land breaking off the -- along the 



           10    coast there.  And our airport is flooding more and more 



           11    every year.  



           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's not good.



           13                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I'm Qaiyaan Suesue.  



           14    I got married a couple months ago.  And I, first of all, 



           15    thank Kaktovik for welcoming me here, also, and I feel 



           16    very much at home.  I haven't been here since I was young, 



           17    and I can't recall that trip.  



           18              I'm very glad I made it.  And just in this short 



           19    period of time hearing your comments, I've heard so much, 



           20    and you all as my Elders, I really respect that and will 



           21    do my best to take your concerns and comments and relay 



           22    that to my peers in the younger generation.  



           23              As you know, BOEM folks, I used to be the 



           24    natural resources director for ICAS.  Personal reasons I 



           25    had to leave with scheduling and kids and whatnot.  So now 
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            1    I work on independent contract, and I'm funded by 



            2    nonprofit organizations that allow me to come get involved 



            3    with the communities.  



            4              I know one of the main concerns that I noticed 



            5    that we had when I was with ICAS is the scheduling 



            6    conflicts.  And this situation tonight is very common.  



            7    And your name again?  



            8                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  Nancy.



            9                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Talking to Nancy in 



           10    the hallway and explaining to her also when we say who 



           11    else is here, the Army Corps of Engineers with the Point 



           12    Thompson project.  And it's -- as BOEM -- and I know 



           13    Michael Haller does a wonderful job trying to coordinate 



           14    to the communities scheduling.  And of course, year-round, 



           15    you know, December, November is a bad time, but so is 



           16    February and March.  All year-round is a bad time.  



           17              But you know, what I like is that you do make 



           18    the effort to try to coordinate these meetings wonderful.  



           19    And I know from working with ICAS, the Corps of Engineers 



           20    also does the same with Rosetta Alcantra.  Her and Michael 



           21    Haller became my best friends there.  So I know there is a 



           22    lot of coordination.  We appreciate that.  



           23              I think what I heard today and yesterday in 



           24    Nuiqsut and here that is most shocking to me is the yellow 



           25    haze.  Wainwright folks -- or Nuiqsut folks said the same 
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            1    thing.  And I was born and raised in Barrow.  I've never 



            2    seen the yellow haze in Barrow.  



            3              I do know what was very alarming was that 



            4    tomorrow in the community of Nuiqsut they are having a 



            5    funeral for an infant who got diagnosed with leukemia.  



            6    And just very recently another infant just got diagnosed 



            7    with leukemia.  And as I'm there to attend the BOEM 



            8    meeting I of course walk into the community and everybody 



            9    is, oh, you are here with BOEM, or are you here with Shell 



           10    because Shell happened to be in Nuiqsut, also.  And to 



           11    make it clear I'm here as an independent Inupiat community 



           12    member and hunter.  



           13              And I know when talking to people in the village 



           14    of Nuiqsut and trying to encourage them to come to the 



           15    meetings, it was very alarming to hear about that second 



           16    case of leukemia.  And I go, boy, that's kind of strange 



           17    for such a small population.  I wonder why.  And it's very 



           18    evident to the folks there.  They go, well, why do you 



           19    think?  Alpine is right there, you know.  We have -- here 



           20    we are near Prudhoe Bay, and I can't imagine -- I'm 



           21    curious to see what that haze looks like.  We don't get it 



           22    as far as Barrow right now, but that is very alarming.  



           23              And I know having done a lot of work with the 



           24    EPA also, it is individual permits, but that does -- that 



           25    does accumulate.  So these are very real and very current 
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            1    situations that we are looking at.  So I think to take 



            2    those into consideration as a priority with the new 



            3    five-year plan is very critical.  



            4              Also I was very shocked to see that Nuiqsut 



            5    still doesn't have their deferral area and that the 



            6    Kaktovik deferral area is very small.  And as you know and 



            7    as our community members know, we are, as a people, 



            8    bombarded left, right, weekly, daily, hourly by different 



            9    federal agencies, different oil industry groups.  And now 



           10    so the scientific community.  It's very hard to keep track 



           11    of all of this information.  And I really appreciate and 



           12    hope that the new management here with BOEM meets separate 



           13    and takes a better look at this and tries to lay it out to 



           14    our people in a more understandable way.  



           15              But I guess what one of my main comments 



           16    tonight, if needed to be heard, is the deferral area.  



           17    These are areas that have been and are well established 



           18    and will not change within the next five years, so there 



           19    is no reason to delay making that decision.  



           20              And on a personal note also, I appreciate the 



           21    efforts being made by the federal agencies, by the oil 



           22    industry in compiling these documents as specific as 



           23    possible.  Particularly from Shell, a lot of the compiled 



           24    plans and documents and scientific research that they are 



           25    providing and padding the fall for our people, I would 
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            1    say, can be very convincing.  And a lot of times it's very 



            2    impeccable.  But you have to take into consideration that 



            3    as impeccable as that plan is, it's in its infancy 



            4    compared to what our people know.  



            5              And we are not going to lose our leverage and we 



            6    are not going to be so quick and easy to accept that this 



            7    is going to happen in our ocean, offshore development.  It 



            8    is going to happen.  So I urge you to take this very 



            9    seriously, consider the time.  And I appreciate that it is 



           10    a five-year plan.  It's a very long, slow process.  



           11              And I guess, with that said, one of the main 



           12    things I would focus on is spreading awareness and 



           13    education to our communities to be a part of this process.  



           14    If you come into a community and nobody even knows what 



           15    time the meeting is, how can we be sure that we know all 



           16    the facts of this process that is our right to participate 



           17    in?  So I would try to increase the effort to spread 



           18    awareness and education about these processes.  Thank you.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



           20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Thank you very much.



           21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I'd like to suggest 



           22    you guys hire a liaison for each village so they can let 



           23    people know or the village leaders know that you guys are 



           24    coming for an important meeting like this.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm hearing from the two 
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            1    conversations something that's like that, but one step 



            2    even further.  We have our community liaison, Mike Haller, 



            3    but I wonder if the Corps of Engineers has a community 



            4    liaison.  And I wonder.



            5                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Her name is Rosetta 



            6    Alcantra.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So maybe our community 



            8    liaisons should all work together and help us not have 



            9    these conflicts.



           10                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Yes.  And you know, 



           11    it's not just the Corps of Engineers and BOEM; it's 



           12    NOAA and Shell.  It's Fish & Wildlife.  It's FERC.  It's 



           13    EPA.  It's -- 



           14                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I work for the North 



           15    Slope Borough mayor's office.  I'm the village liaison, 



           16    but I posted your guys' information, and having two 



           17    million people coming in for meetings got everybody all 



           18    flustered or confused.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I'm sorry.  Sorry 



           20    about that.



           21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Because I said I 



           22    know there was a meeting sometime today, but --



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that -- I did call 



           24    Mike Haller.  As I said, we were out there and he was 



           25    saying, look, I spoke with the mayor's office at Kaktovik.  
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            1    They said they had a conflict.  They gave us this room.  



            2    And Tory, I guess, was out arranging everything.  So sorry 



            3    that this happened.  And I've got -- number one on my list 



            4    here is try to reschedule a meeting for Kaktovik.



            5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  That would be 



            6    better.  And whenever we suggest meetings to people to 



            7    come and we always say June is the best one for our 



            8    village because we are deadlocked.  We cannot -- we can't 



            9    leave the island because ice is too -- it's ready to break 



           10    through, so we can't even go on a snowmachine.  We can't 



           11    go anywhere.  It's too rotten of ice.  So we always 



           12    suggest June, you know, and nobody ever visits.  Sometimes 



           13    they do, sometimes they don't.  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So June you are trapped 



           15    here, so we have a trapped audience.



           16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I was going to 



           17    say, you have our undivided attention.  We would probably 



           18    be, like, yes, a meeting, yea, something to do.  We might 



           19    all be very grouchy because we're island bound, but we 



           20    will be here.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We'll make sure we have 



           22    good goodies.



           23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  We might be at the 



           24    bonfire.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can have a meeting at 
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            1    the bonfire.



            2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Bruce did bring 



            3    up something earlier that I just wanted to expand on just 



            4    a little bit.  He was saying that our area is a birthplace 



            5    for a lot of animals and stuff like that, too.  And it's 



            6    also true for the waterfowl and the little birds and stuff 



            7    that come up.  A lot of people don't realize that the 



            8    birds actually come from here.  They come up and they 



            9    nest.  They have their young here and then they fly to 



           10    wherever they fly to.  And so I think our area is -- is 



           11    really important for their habitat and everything.  



           12              And I just hate for all of that to be destroyed 



           13    if there is ever an oil spill out there.  With the 



           14    currents that we have, if you come during the 



           15    summertime -- even right now you might be able to see all 



           16    the driftwood that we have along our coast.  We don't have 



           17    trees.  Where did those come from, you know?  It's through 



           18    the current system.  And it travels long distances.  So -- 



           19    and when you go up the rivers, you can see the driftwood 



           20    way up inside of the rivers and stuff like that, too.  So 



           21    you know that it's bringing stuff up into some of the 



           22    rivers and stuff like that.  And so if there is ever an 



           23    oil spill, it's going to go everywhere.  And so that's 



           24    just another one of my concerns.



           25                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  And our coastline 
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            1    is different from where they had Prudhoe Bay oil spill, 



            2    that ship wreck.  We have a lot of moss, small gravel in 



            3    these lagoons.  If you do have an oil spill, I'm pretty 



            4    sure you are going to have a hard time cleaning this -- 



            5    the lagoons.  All your equipment is made for deep sea.  



            6    You don't have anything -- I've never seen anything in 



            7    your business.  I haven't seen anything that can come and 



            8    clean an oil spill in six-inch water.  I've never seen 



            9    anything there yet.  



           10              And another one is if you are going to drill 



           11    offshore here, how many ships are you going to have ready 



           12    for skimming and for an oil spill?  What I heard, there 



           13    might be one or two out there, but that ain't enough.  



           14    What happened in deep sea, you need something more than 



           15    that.  You need ten ships, maybe, 20 ships out here 



           16    anchored around your rig or whatever because if that -- 



           17    once that oil gets spread out here, that's it.  You kill 



           18    the seals.  You kill the whales, krill, shrimp, fish, all 



           19    the waterfowl.  We are going to lose the whole nine yards.  



           20    And maybe all the salmon that they are catching over in 



           21    Southeast Alaska or Southwest Alaska come from here.  



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.



           23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  If this is wiped 



           24    out, you wipe them out, too.  So you have to be prepared 



           25    for an oil spill.  And I don't see -- you are not prepared 
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            1    for it.  I can tell you that right now.  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that's an area of 



            3    a lot of discussion and debate, and you have touched on 



            4    it.  



            5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  If you come out 



            6    here in the summertime, you will be free from some ice, 



            7    but there will always be ice out here.  Like I came from 



            8    Canada late this summer, and I run into a patch of 



            9    icebergs out here between here and the border.  It's going 



           10    to be some of that out here.  And if you do have an oil 



           11    spill mid-season, you don't have enough time to clean it 



           12    before it starts to freeze up because once it starts 



           13    freezing, that's it.  You got no control of it.  You can't 



           14    clean it.  And it's in a worse mess.  You can't clean the 



           15    ice.  You can't clean what's under the ice.  This is the 



           16    birthplace of all the animals.  If you wipe it out, that's 



           17    it.  And it will be like a desert.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good points.  Good 



           19    points.



           20                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I'd also like to say 



           21    it again for the record.  What I know is said time and 



           22    time again, and it's become the obvious.  Why is nobody 



           23    understanding this?  There is not -- we don't have 



           24    adequate infrastructure to support any type of offshore 



           25    activity, let alone the cleanup.  We do not have roads in 
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            1    or out.  We do not have any ports.  The nearest Coast 



            2    Guard is 1,000 miles away.  The weather, the harsh 



            3    conditions, it's too unpredictable.  



            4              I could have told you about a year ago when I 



            5    heard -- heard comments made about hurricane-force winds.  



            6    I thought that was an exaggeration because I was born and 



            7    raised here, and you don't realize that they are 



            8    hurricane-force winds but, of course, we are sitting 



            9    inside and you don't notice anything until just a couple 



           10    of weeks ago it was all over the news.  Western Alaska as 



           11    far up as Barrow was getting hurricane-force winds, 



           12    classified as hurricane-force winds.  So that does happen.  



           13              And the weather now, our environment, our 



           14    people, our culture, our animals, have enough stress 



           15    already with the climate change.  This is just -- a 



           16    five-year plan is good, but it's not good enough.  Five 



           17    years is a very short time period.  I can say from my 



           18    personal experience -- I'm only 31, and I, in my lifetime, 



           19    have noticed the effects of the climate change right 



           20    before my eyes that to this day -- 



           21              Do you ever see that presentation given where 



           22    they show how big the polar ice cap was and how much it's 



           23    receding?  To this day -- I've seen that about 50 times in 



           24    different presentations here and there, and I bawl my eyes 



           25    out every single time because I remember that.  
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            1              My house is on the ocean.  I remember 4th of 



            2    July and running muugruking on the ice, running and 



            3    jumping the ice, still having landlocked ice.  I remember 



            4    Christmas when the twilight comes up a little bit -- my 



            5    house is right on the ocean.  You see the full, solid-pack 



            6    ices out there.  Right now it's not, and this is just 



            7    happened within such a short period of time.  



            8              So definitely, with no way of cleaning up a 



            9    spill adequately, not enough infrastructure, the climate 



           10    change, the harsh climate already, this is something that 



           11    is just not -- it doesn't make sense.  It does not make 



           12    sense.  It needs to be prodded over for more than five 



           13    years because by then it's going to be a whole different 



           14    picture, our environment.  



           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anything else?  We 



           16    outnumber you terribly here, almost three to one.  But 



           17    this is good information.  Some of it is not the same as 



           18    last night, which is good.  It's different.  It's new.  I 



           19    will do my best to try to get us back here so we can get 



           20    more of the whaling captains into things.



           21                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I would like to 



           22    comment on something that was said in Nuiqsut, also.  



           23    Marjorie, was that her name?  Yes.  She talked about how 



           24    the food tastes different.  She remembers the food.  I -- 



           25    like I said, I'm 31.  I -- I've noticed that change in 
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            1    this short time.  Also village to village -- I live in 



            2    Barrow, but traveling out to the different villages and, 



            3    you know, being a -- an expert on Inupiat cuisine, there 



            4    are very -- there are not even subtle differences in the 



            5    taste of different foods.  There are very obvious 



            6    differences in the taste of, say, caribou meat from Barrow 



            7    to Wainwright or Barrow to here, even the whale meat, the 



            8    fish.  They taste different.  



            9              And I know a lot of the people in Point Lay and 



           10    Wainwright will say, well, it's because your guys' caribou 



           11    and Nuiqsut's caribou, it's all the dirty -- they eat the 



           12    dirty grasses so it tastes different.  I love going to 



           13    Wainwright.  I'm sorry I missed it because I have the best 



           14    caribou there.  Good-tasting.  So there is a difference 



           15    with food.  



           16              And I would hate to have that happen with our 



           17    muktuk.  That's the number one.  I would hate to notice 



           18    that difference.  I would hate for my children to notice 



           19    that difference.



           20                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Can I say 



           21    something?  The caribou -- I'm 55 years old.  I have 



           22    been hunting since I was 13 on my own.  Since the '70s, 



           23    that's about when we started -- when I started noticing 



           24    that the caribou, something was happening with their 



           25    lungs.  I'm starting to see more of that every year now.  
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            1    And that's just not healthy.  They are just -- there is no 



            2    fat on them.  Their lungs are stuck to their rib cage, and 



            3    they are hard, heavy.  I guess is it's from carbon 



            4    monoxide.  



            5              And during the summer and spring seasons, we get 



            6    a lot of that east -- or west wind from that Prudhoe Bay.  



            7    Smog is drifting clean over the North Slope.  I'm just 



            8    starting to see more of that every year now.  This 



            9    flaring, that's been bugging me for many years, you know.  



           10    And I know about it.  



           11              This mercury poisoning, we have been talking 



           12    about that for many years in Canada and they are still 



           13    fighting it.  Your people know about it.  Your so-called 



           14    scientists know about it.  Why aren't you people doing 



           15    anything about it?  That's what I'd like to know.  I 



           16    haven't seen any improvement on it.  And are they doing 



           17    the 24-hour flaring or are they doing it weekly, daily, or 



           18    what is it?  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will make sure that's 



           20    in the notes about the flaring issue and the mercury.



           21                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  And this 



           22    30-year -- 30 years of mercury buildup out here, I wonder 



           23    how thick it is at the bottom down here.  That's killing 



           24    off everything right there.  



           25              About 20 years ago, I used to work for a 
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            1    shipping company in Canada.  We used to see a lot of 



            2    seals, a lot of whales, and in some communities near the 



            3    coast, the shorelines are just pink with krill and shrimp.  



            4    I haven't been there for 20 years.  I'd like to see it if 



            5    it's still there.  Because that feeds all the seals, the 



            6    fish, the whales.



            7              We are getting different kind of animals here 



            8    now.  I wonder if this mercury poisoning is contributing 



            9    to other things like climate change or global warming.  I 



           10    think it is, so I'd like that to be looked at, checked 



           11    out.  



           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comments.



           13                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  One last factor I'd 



           14    like to include in the -- that goes along with the -- the 



           15    unpredictable weather, the ice conditions.  I recently 



           16    heard an Elder speak about the icebergs, and I never fully 



           17    wrapped my head around what could possibly happen, but in 



           18    hearing Shell with their proposed exploratory drilling 



           19    plans, they seem to often say, well, it's in very shallow 



           20    water.  It's not like Deepwater Horizon.  It's very 



           21    shallow.  



           22              What blew my mind away recently was that I heard 



           23    an Elder talking about the icebergs.  When you notice a 



           24    huge iceberg, as big as it is, we have to remember that is 



           25    only the tip of the iceberg.  In that shallow water, that 
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            1    ice is going to drag along the bottom.  And they do.  They 



            2    dig trenches along the bottom.  So as safe as it sounds to 



            3    not have another Deepwater Horizon happen because they are 



            4    drilling in shallow waters, you can't stop -- the Titanic 



            5    couldn't stop an iceberg.  It's going to come along and 



            6    trench through the bottom.  And whatever equipment they 



            7    have, whatever plans they have is -- there is nothing 



            8    that's going to stop that.  



            9              So the ice conditions are very -- very 



           10    unpredictable.  And that's the course of nature right 



           11    there that is unlike anywhere else on this planet.



           12                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Yeah.  If you have 



           13    an icebreaker, a bunch of icebreakers running around out 



           14    here, that's just speeding up the process of climate 



           15    change.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've heard that before.  



           17    Good point.



           18                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  What's your name?



           19                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce.



           20                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Qaiyaan.



           21                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  My parents are 



           22    originally from here, but they moved to Canada back in 



           23    '30s, and I was born there.  So I have dual citizenship.  



           24    I decided to come here 11 years ago, and I have been here 



           25    since then.  I used to work for the oil industry over in 
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            1    Canada, and a shipping company over there.  Came here, and 



            2    I'm doing tourism over here.



            3                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  Where were you in 



            4    Canada?  



            5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Aklavik.  



            6                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  North of Newfoundland?  



            7                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  It's 300 miles 



            8    east of here on the coastline.  Our people over there 



            9    depend on the coastline.  There is about seven communities 



           10    that depend on that coastline.  All the Natives over there 



           11    use the coastline year-round, summer and winter.  The 



           12    summertime they use it for fishing and whaling, belugas 



           13    and the bowhead, birds, caribou.  It's another birthing 



           14    place for caribou, which is just west of the MacKenzie 



           15    River.  And all the way down this coastline here is 



           16    birthing grounds for caribou.  They do a lot of fishing 



           17    over there, also.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Excellent.  Thank you.



           19                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  I just oppose 



           20    offshore.  That's all I can say because you are not 



           21    prepared for it.  You don't have the means for recovery or 



           22    storage.  



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  From what 



           24    I hear from our sister agency, BSEE, the safety group, 



           25    that's an issue of very much discussion right now.  So you 
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            1    are right on the mark.



            2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Good.  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are right on.  



            4    Anything else?



            5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  (Shakes head.)  



            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  This turned out to be a 



            7    pretty good meeting.  We only had a few people here, but I 



            8    think we got a lot of good information.  



            9                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Some great information.  



           10    And we will stay until 7:00, and if anybody -- 



           11                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  We have a plan set up 



           12    so that somebody is over there at 6:30 onwards and send 



           13    everybody over here.  John is going to go over there.  



           14                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  I'll go over there 



           15    about quarter till and I'll hold down the fort.  And if 



           16    anyone shows up, I'll send them here.  And I have my cell 



           17    on me.  So I'll keep you posted.  If there is no one 



           18    there at 7:30 or 7:45 -- 



           19                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  So we might get some of 



           20    the Army Corps people.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are more fun.  



           22               (Off the record from 6:02 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.) 



           23                    MS. KATHLEEN FISHER:  I just think that 



           24    before we step into this new area of offshore drilling in 



           25    the Arctic, that we need to have all our Is dotted and Ts 
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            1    crossed because the Arctic is fragile and it wouldn't 



            2    survive the kind of spill they had in the Gulf.  That's 



            3    it.  I don't think there is any way we could ever clean it 



            4    all up.  It would just never come back.  The end.  



            5               (Proceedings adjourned 7:25 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Who would be a good

  3    person to give a blessing?

  4               (Blessing offered by Carla Sims Kayotuk.)

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All right.  And so this

  6    is a good way to start.  I'm going to sit down here.  My

  7    name's Jim Kendall.  And some of you have seen me before.

  8    We have met.  I came up here not quite a year ago to

  9    Anchorage, and I was asked to serve in an acting capacity

 10    when John Goll retired.  Well, I must have done something

 11    right because they said, we want you to stay.  So I'm no

 12    longer the guy who is just here temporarily.  So I'm here

 13    for good.  My family moved up.  We are living in

 14    Anchorage, and we are real happy.  I've got friends here

 15    now.  So this is a good thing.

 16              But what we are going to talk about tonight is

 17    the Secretary of Interior's next five-year plan for oil

 18    and gas leasing.  It's just a proposal.  Nothing is

 19    definite.  And the Secretary takes this so seriously that

 20    it's not just those of us in Anchorage that have to carry

 21    the message.  He also sent representatives from

 22    Washington, D.C.

 23              I've got Renee Orr who joined us.  Renee is an

 24    executive out of our D.C. office.  And she's the chief of

 25    strategic resources that would be over the leasing, the

00004

  1    oil and gas resources that are in the ground.  That's the

  2    geology and also the economics.

  3              We also have Tim Holder with us.  Now, Tim is in

  4    the environmental division, and he spent over 28 years --

  5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Twenty-five.

  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Twenty-five years in

  7    Nome and Anchorage.  So he's trying to get people in D.C.

  8    to understand what it's really like to be in Alaska.  So

  9    he's our liaison.

 10              We have a few other folks with us.  I've got

 11    Jennifer Culbertson back there.  She's also from

 12    headquarters.  She's an oceanographer, Ph.D. in

 13    oceanography.  I've got Rob McWhorter back there.  Rob is

 14    with Argonne National Labs, and they are helping put

 15    together the EIS we are going to talk about.

 16              And aside from the most important people in the

 17    room, which is you all, the second-most important person

 18    in the room is our good friend, Mary.  Mary makes sure

 19    that everything that's said at the meeting is recorded so

 20    we can get your message across.

 21              Now, we have changed the meeting a bit.  If you

 22    have been to some of the old meetings we had, we

 23    basically, I'm told, would come and stand in front of the

 24    room and say, talk to us.  Well, we want to do that

 25    tonight, but we brought a little presentation so that we
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  1    can all level the playing field.  This is hard enough

  2    without people trying to figure out what are you talking

  3    about.

  4              So basically we are talking about two things.

  5    We are talking about a potential plan for oil and gas

  6    leasing from 2012 to 2017 that is in the planning stage

  7    only.  And then we are going to talk about the

  8    environmental impact statement, the environmental work

  9    that is part of this review.  And that's the big document

 10    back there.  It's in three volumes.

 11              Now, who are we?  We are with the Bureau of

 12    Ocean Energy Management.  Some of you may remember the old

 13    MMS.  Well, after April 20, 2010, Deepwater Horizon, there

 14    was a lot of soul-searching, a lot of review, a lot of

 15    investigation on what could we do to not only never allow

 16    this to happen again, but how do we set up a new structure

 17    so that any perceived conflicts or any real conflicts

 18    can't occur.

 19              So what they did, the President and Secretary,

 20    is they broke the old MMS into three groups.  There is a

 21    group that handles the money.  That's the Office of

 22    Natural Resources Revenue.  They completely separated them

 23    from us.  You know, the people that are concerned with

 24    revenue and who is making money, they were moved away from

 25    us.  So we don't worry about that anymore.  That's not our
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  1    job.

  2              Then they took the folks that do the inspections

  3    and do the engineering and give the fines.  They broke

  4    that off in a separate group and said the only thing you

  5    do is you do your inspections, you focus on environmental

  6    enforcement, and you make sure that anything that's

  7    allowed to be done is done by the book.  And if it's not,

  8    you come in and you thump people.  That's your job.  You

  9    are the policemen.

 10              Then there is our group, BOEM.  Our job is to

 11    work with stakeholders such as yourself to put together

 12    these five-year plans that make sense, to do the

 13    environmental science, to do the environmental reviews,

 14    and make sure that there is a lot of good discussion, good

 15    science, and that the decisions that are made are made

 16    taking into account everything:  The science, the culture,

 17    the resources, the economics, everything.  That's what we

 18    worry about.  We don't worry about the inspections because

 19    someone else is going to be looking over everybody's

 20    shoulders.  And we don't worry about the money.  They are

 21    someplace else in another building.

 22              So we just focus on leasing, the science, the

 23    reviews and what should be allowed to be where and make

 24    the information we get from you to the Secretary.  So

 25    that's what went into this.  This is a long process.
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  1              So something that hit me when I came to some of

  2    the other meetings where I met some of you before -- and I

  3    didn't realize this until we chatted about it -- that we

  4    keep coming back to your communities and it seems like we

  5    are saying the same thing, and sometimes the community

  6    members say they say the same thing.  Why are you here?

  7    You keep coming back.  You take up our time in the

  8    evenings.  We have other things to do.  We all have

  9    families.  And yet we tell you the same thing we told you

 10    for years and years and years.  And some of the Elders

 11    have been talking to the old MMS people for, like, 30

 12    years.

 13              Well, there is this OCS Lands Act, this law

 14    that's out there that says before the Secretary can have a

 15    lease sale, it has to be in a five-year plan.  And before

 16    you can have a five-year plan, you have to go out and talk

 17    to the people.  If you don't talk to the people, you don't

 18    hear what they say, you don't factor that into your

 19    decisions, then you can't have a plan and you can't have a

 20    lease sale.  It's against the law.

 21              So the law requires us to come out here probably

 22    more often than we have.  And so you are going to see more

 23    of us to see what -- to hear what you say, package that up

 24    and give it to the Secretary because the law says that

 25    this is your land, this is your communities, you need to
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  1    have a say in this.  And therefore, we are going to come

  2    out here as often as we can so that you know what's going

  3    on and the Secretary knows what's going on and so the law

  4    says go out there and talk to the constituents, the people

  5    that live out there.  So that's why we keep coming back.

  6              Right now we are at the tail end of the previous

  7    five-year plan, the 2007 to 2012.  Well, once that 2007 to

  8    '12 plan expires -- once it expires the Secretary can hold

  9    no more leases.  It's against the law by that OCS Lands

 10    Act.  So the Secretary has to have a new plan together,

 11    2012 to 2017.  This -- that's the thing right here.  He

 12    has to have -- he or she, the Secretary of the Interior,

 13    has to have this five-year plan before he or she can

 14    consider a lease sale, before you could even consider

 15    doing exploration, before any production, and before, of

 16    course, decommissioning.

 17              So it's a very long process.  And it was

 18    intended to be long so there were lots of checks and

 19    balances.

 20              Now, since this box here is the biggest box,

 21    this is where it's very general.  This is where some

 22    decisions are made that are of a very large nature, but

 23    before you start getting to any of these, it starts

 24    focusing down.

 25              For example -- let's go to this one here.  This
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  1    is what we are here for tonight.  What is in this proposed

  2    plan?  Not the final, but the proposed is that in the

  3    Beaufort Sea and in the Chukchi there may be one sale, one

  4    each, 2015, 2016, somewhere in these two areas.  We know

  5    right now that the red areas, which are the deferral

  6    areas, are areas the Secretary has already decided no

  7    activity can occur there.  No leases can be given.

  8                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Why didn't they go

  9    all the way to the Canadian border?

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.

 11    And I don't know the answer to that, but because we are

 12    early in the process, the deferral areas can change.  They

 13    can get bigger.  At least this is the smallest the

 14    deferral areas could be.

 15              For example, at the meeting last night, in

 16    Nuiqsut and then in Wainwright, for example -- especially

 17    in Wainwright, they were saying that's 25 miles.  I went

 18    out to get a whale at 45 miles.  That deferral area might

 19    be bigger.  It should be bigger.  So we heard that.  We

 20    heard last night at Nuiqsut that that's a small area, and

 21    this is a small area.  I don't see any deferral areas

 22    there.  We may tell you where we want a deferral area.

 23    And they told us where some of the deferral areas should

 24    be, and they should be bigger.  Right?  You were there.

 25    And so that's in the notes.
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  1              In the past we have had these regional lease

  2    sales, these area wide leasing where they put everything

  3    open and it's like the wild west.  No more.  We are moving

  4    away from that.  As we go through the process, the

  5    Secretary is really considering how do we make the area

  6    smaller that we offer up for she's you don't have these

  7    big areas.  So that's where we are in the stage of the

  8    process now.

  9              This is the largest it could ever be.  The red

 10    areas are the smallest it could be.  They could be bigger.

 11    The Secretary hasn't decided.  That's why we are here

 12    today so that when it comes time for a lease sale, let's

 13    say 2015 or 2016, what is actually offered for a lease.

 14    And Renee is the expert in this.  It could look very

 15    different.  It may -- most likely will not be these two

 16    big areas.  They will be much smaller.  Could the deferral

 17    areas be bigger?  Yes, the deferral areas could be bigger.

 18    Could it be that the lease sales don't happen in 2015 or

 19    2016?  If the Secretary is not comfortable that we don't

 20    have enough information, that it's not a good decision,

 21    they can change -- he or she can change his decision.

 22              It's like this Secretary canceled after 2008 all

 23    of the other lease sales that were going to happen in

 24    Alaska, and they were canceled for this current program.

 25              And then I know this is Cook Inlet.  There is
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  1    one sale that may occur in Cook Inlet, but that is for a

  2    special sale so that if industry is interested, then we

  3    have got to go through all the environmental reviews and

  4    things like that.  But there hasn't been a lot of interest

  5    and we don't want to spend a lot of our resources that may

  6    be needed in the Arctic doing something where there is no

  7    interest.  But the Secretary has put that on the table, as

  8    well.

  9              That big document that we are talking about,

 10    these environmental impact statements, are written so that

 11    you have basically full disclosure.  If a lease sale were

 12    to occur somewhere, what's going to be impacted?  Who is

 13    going to be impacted?  You have got whales out there.  You

 14    have got walrus.  You have got seals.  You have got

 15    subsistence communities.  You have the subsistence

 16    culture.  You have got air quality that could be impacted

 17    or changed.  There is a whole list of things:  Noise,

 18    bottom disturbance, air emissions.  What happens if you

 19    put pipelines?  If the industry wants to have a pipeline,

 20    where would it go?  You know, the marine mammals,

 21    archeological resources.

 22              When we went out for the scoping for this

 23    document, we asked you all and everybody else what should

 24    be in the document.  Well, this document has been written

 25    not exclusively by us.  NOAA, National Marine Fisheries
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  1    Service were a cooperating agency.  The State of Alaska

  2    was a cooperating agency.  And the North Slope Borough was

  3    a cooperating agency.  And that document is not final.

  4    It's a draft.  And so last month in November it went

  5    public.  It's on the Web.  We have got CDs.  I can leave

  6    you the big documents there.

  7              What we are looking for is for people to look at

  8    the document, study the maps, read parts of it, page

  9    through it and say what we missed.  What's important to

 10    me, particularly after the other night, was traditional

 11    knowledge.  We had some Elders there that told us a lot of

 12    good information.  I mean, it was captivating.  We got the

 13    information on how the ice has changed, how when he was a

 14    child some of the icebergs were 30 feet tall, how they

 15    only had to go so many miles to get a whale.  Now they

 16    have to go a lot further.  The one gentleman said my whale

 17    that I got recently was 45 miles offshore.  Your deferral

 18    area is 25.  That doesn't make sense.  So that's the kind

 19    of information we are looking for.

 20              Then what we do with that is we take that

 21    information, we make that document even better, and then

 22    my dear friend Renee and her Washington colleagues, she

 23    sits with the Secretary and says if you decide to have

 24    leases in Alaska, the Arctic, this is what you need to

 25    know in terms of the environment, in terms of culture.  We
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  1    have got it in the document here.  We spoke with people.

  2    We heard their concerns.  This is what they said.  And

  3    then the Secretary decides, do I want to leave those lease

  4    sales in the Beaufort and the Chukchi.

  5              And then if there is a lease sale, how big would

  6    that sale area be, and then we start the process again.

  7    We have to do another environmental impact statement on,

  8    okay, we heard people are concerned about the deferral

  9    area sizes.  They are concerned about bottom disturbance.

 10    We heard last night that some of the hunters said that

 11    some of the seals may not be healthy.  There may be some

 12    lesions.  If that's the case, we need to know about that.

 13              And so that's what we're here tonight for.  This

 14    process is moving.  It's moving slow.  The Secretary said

 15    we are taking a cautious approach to the Arctic, and go

 16    out, meet with the communities, hear what they have to

 17    say, tell me what they are saying, make that a bigger

 18    document.  And we are not going to make any firm decisions

 19    until we do that.  And so that's why we are here tonight,

 20    or this afternoon.

 21              And we want people to talk with us.  This is

 22    your meeting.  We have got the document with us.  We have

 23    got CDs.  It's on the Web so people can get it.  We passed

 24    out a lot of the DVDs to schoolchildren.  They gave them

 25    to their teachers.  That's why we are here.
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  1              And I'm talking too much.

  2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Keep talking.  We

  3    need more information.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's good.  Some of my

  5    folks, like Jennifer back there, is an oceanographer.  She

  6    worked on the document.  The other lady who was here,

  7    Nancy Deschu, is a fisheries biologist and a water quality

  8    specialist.  Unfortunately, the plane was so small we

  9    couldn't bring our entire technical staff here, but any

 10    questions you have got or anything you want us to get back

 11    with you on, we can do.  But that's why we are here today.

 12    How do we do the right thing?

 13              Go to this chart right here.  Here is where we

 14    are right here, November 2011 to January 2012.  That's the

 15    review of the EIS and the plan.  It's not going to be

 16    finalized until late 2012.  The Secretary is taking his

 17    time.  And you can send information -- this is where to

 18    send the information.  We have got that hanging there.

 19    And we have got it there, and it's on the CDs, and it's on

 20    the Web.  We are trying to be a pest for just about

 21    everybody here.  We don't want anybody to feel left out.

 22              We had a great meeting last night in Nuiqsut.

 23    Edward was our translator, and we had his brother Isaac

 24    there.  We had -- Alice was an elder and Marjorie.  A lot

 25    of good discussion.  They kept us on our toes.  Right?
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  1                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I enjoyed listening

  2    to it.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It was a good meeting,

  4    very good meeting.

  5                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  My name is Carla

  6    Sims Kayotuk.  I just want to go on the record stating

  7    that, as important as this meeting is, that with the

  8    scheduling conflict, I think it would have been nice if

  9    you guys maybe would have just canceled and rescheduled

 10    and done it more proper so we could have had more people

 11    here.  I know you are trying to do everything you can to

 12    try and get people to come over here, but I think it would

 13    have been better if you would have just rescheduled and

 14    done it more proper.

 15              Saying that, I do agree with what you are

 16    saying, some of the Nuiqsut people said about the deferred

 17    areas.  I think for our area it's way too small.  And I

 18    think we have stated that in the past that we would like

 19    to see the deferred areas larger.

 20              Myself, I'd like to see the area where I use and

 21    my family uses -- we go all along the coast from here all

 22    the way to the east to the Canadian border and past the

 23    Canadian border.  But I know you can't do anything past

 24    the Canadian border, but up to the demarcation point.  And

 25    then we go as far as Brownlow/Flaxman/Canning area, and
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  1    sometimes a little bit past that.  And I'd like to see

  2    that area deferred all along the coast.  And I know we

  3    have gone many miles out.  So I'm not a whaler, so I don't

  4    go out as far as they do, but I know they would like their

  5    area protected, but I don't know what miles they would be

  6    concerned about.  But I know they have gone -- I don't

  7    know.

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thirty, 40 miles?

  9                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Sometimes 50.

 10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So that's one of

 11    my main concerns.  My main concern really is I prefer

 12    there not be any more lease sales.  I just think that

 13    nothing has been proven that they can clean an oil spill

 14    if there is any oil spill out there.  And you can't say

 15    there is not going to be because look what happened down

 16    south.  And I'm just unwilling to take a chance that our

 17    ocean could be ruined.

 18              We live off of that.  If you don't have that

 19    stuff, we are not going to have what we need to survive up

 20    here.  Granted, things are changing, but we still need the

 21    animals to survive, and the ice, too.  And if they open

 22    more lease sales up there, that means more ship

 23    activities, more iceberg breakers.  I think our ice is

 24    having a hard enough time as it is right now growing and

 25    thickening, new ice growing.  And the more icebergs [sic]
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  1    they have out there breaking up that ice, I think it's

  2    making it harder for that ice to stabilize again.

  3              When I was growing up, we never used to have ice

  4    pressure ridges really close by, and if you drove in this

  5    morning, you can see the ice ridges right there.  We are

  6    unable to really go to our spring camps now safely because

  7    the pressure ridges are right there.  With the way our

  8    rivers are, when my mom and them would go to their duck

  9    camps, they would have to go way out into the ocean to get

 10    away from the mouths of the rivers where it's overflowing

 11    and stuff like that, so they would have to go way out into

 12    the ocean to get to them.  And they can't do that anymore.

 13    And so people are taking chances crossing.  And so I think

 14    it's very important to keep the icebreakers away from --

 15    from the ice out there.

 16              And my opinion is I think you have enough lease

 17    sales out there to leave -- leave it alone.  I think it's

 18    too -- too unpredictable to take chances.  So that's --

 19    that's my view on it.

 20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Thank you.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  And your

 22    name, ma'am?  You mentioned about sometimes 50 miles.

 23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Uh-huh.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name is?

 25                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Nora Jane Burns.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I just want to make sure

  2    that we get everything.

  3                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question

  4    for you.  Did you send any of this document to the whaling

  5    communities?

  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, yes.

  7                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And have they

  8    responded to it?

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We sent it all out.  I'm

 10    meeting with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Committee next

 11    week.  We are going to be in Barrow.  We are also going to

 12    all the other villages, too, Point Hope, Point Lay,

 13    Kotzebue.  We were at Nuiqsut last night and Wainwright

 14    early in the week.

 15                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  We have whaling

 16    captains here that should be here, and they would give you

 17    better insight on how far they go out whaling and stuff

 18    like that because we have quite a few people that are

 19    whalers.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Uh-huh.

 21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And I know, I

 22    myself, we go out boating, I myself, at least a small

 23    business owner, and we use this area for tourists to show

 24    our land.  But more importantly, the food out there -- the

 25    animals out there is our food, seals, fish, and all the
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  1    sea animals out there, they need to be protected.  Polar

  2    bears especially, because they are starting to come into

  3    the land more because the ice is receding more and it's

  4    not getting -- it's starting to freeze up later, and it's

  5    just too much for the animals.  And they are, like,

  6    getting stressed.

  7              And I myself, I'd like to see more protection

  8    for the ocean and zero development out in the -- anywhere.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  With the conflicts with

 10    this meeting, I can't make any promises, but I will see if

 11    we can come back again very soon.  It would be very good

 12    if we had the whaling captains here, as well.  And it's

 13    very unfortunate.  We had some last night and we had some

 14    in Wainwright.  Our schedule has messed that up here.

 15    I'll see what we can do.

 16                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And December is kind

 17    of bad because everybody is trying to hightail it to go

 18    shopping for Christmas shopping and stuff.  So November

 19    and December we are always busy because we have hunters

 20    going up into the mountains to harvest sheep for us for

 21    our Thanksgiving feast and Christmas feast because we are

 22    always using the land no matter what, whether it's, you

 23    know, the ocean or the land.  We are connected to both.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Let me make a note that

 25    we will try to get back to Kaktovik very soon because of
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  1    the problems with the scheduling.

  2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So does this mean

  3    that you are -- is this the new five-year plan that you

  4    are proposing?

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.

  6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Does this constitute

  7    a meeting with the village even if there is just four of

  8    us here?  Because we don't represent the whole village.

  9    It's just our own little insight that we know what we want

 10    to protect.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I went into city hall

 12    and met with Fenton today.  I met with him for a while,

 13    and he was hoping to come, but his schedule, he says, is

 14    crazy like everyone else's.  We are hoping to have a

 15    wider -- more people here.  That's why I've got a note

 16    here that we probably need to come back.  But you are

 17    still here, so we want to talk to you.  And this is the

 18    proposed five-year plan.  There was a draft plan that came

 19    about about when, Renee?

 20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It was in January of 2009.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And so after they had

 22    the public hearings and the scoping and everything, it was

 23    a much bigger five-year plan.

 24                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Yes, it was.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And it was cut back a
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  1    lot.  So they went from a big draft to what we have now is

  2    the proposed.  And it's a lot smaller.  And the final will

  3    be probably different than what we have now.  So it's part

  4    of the process.

  5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  How big are the --

  6    those sales, how many miles in circumference?

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  The lease blocks

  8    are three by three, three miles by three miles.  But the

  9    difference here -- and again, Renee is the expert -- in

 10    the past we would have area-wide leasing where we were

 11    going to take the whole area out there, and oil companies

 12    would come in and bid on I want to do that one, I want to

 13    do that one, I want that little spot over there.

 14              We are moving away from that.  We want to look

 15    at the areas.  Where are the deferral areas?  What areas

 16    need to be protected?  Where are the areas where there is

 17    most likely to be oil and gas?  So if it's there, why do

 18    we have to have that area?  Where are the whale

 19    migrations?  Where are -- is there a lot of hunting?

 20    Where is a lot of people going for seals?

 21              Get all that information so we go away from this

 22    big, large area where everybody puts money on the table

 23    and we say no.  This was an area where there is a lot of

 24    hunting.  This area has whale migrations.  This area has

 25    no oil and gas, but sometimes people fish there.  This
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  1    area is important for the ice.  There is no oil there.  So

  2    maybe we can have an area for leasing here and an area for

  3    leasing over here, and maybe one area here, not the whole

  4    big thing.  How did I do, Renee?

  5                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's good.  That's

  6    exactly --

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are trying to make it

  8    more specific what needs to be protected, what would be

  9    the conflicts, and how do we avoid conflict.

 10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Just don't be out

 11    here.

 12                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's written down here,

 13    too.

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's written down

 15    there, too.

 16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I wanted to

 17    clarify, when I was saying how we have to go out on the

 18    ocean to get to our duck camps, someone might say why

 19    don't they just go through the land.  How we need the

 20    ocean, well, we are on an island, for one.  And then so a

 21    lot of times the channel there is flooded so we can't

 22    cross over to the mainland, but we are still able to go

 23    out on the ocean side and go further out to our duck

 24    camps.  And a lot of the good spots for duck camping is --

 25    they are like 30-plus miles away, and so -- yeah, about 30
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  1    miles, huh?

  2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  To my camp it's --

  3    snowmachine is 12 miles.  When you go on ocean, it's 15

  4    miles.  And that's just to the Jago River.  So it's going

  5    to be more.  It's in the lagoon.  It's in the Jago Lagoon,

  6    so it's 15.

  7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  It's probably 20

  8    miles to Puka [ph], but they also go out to Powdy [ph],

  9    which is, what, 30 miles, 36 miles, 40 miles.  That's the

 10    next DEW line site, so that's about 36 miles.  Yep.  And

 11    so that ocean stability is very important for us.  So --

 12                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Don't let Shell in.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Understood.  You have

 14    been awful quiet over there.  I've met you many times at

 15    many meetings.

 16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I'm wondering,

 17    too, with this next five-year plan, is he -- it just

 18    mainly deals with just Alaska, correct?

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  It's the whole

 20    country.

 21                    MS. RENEE ORR:  It's the whole country.

 22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So I'm wondering

 23    if next time you come if you can bring, like, the proposed

 24    areas that he has for --

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can show you that.
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  1                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Oh, you have it?

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  When we have had

  3    the meetings the last couple days, no one asked, and so we

  4    didn't put the -- thank you very much, Jennifer.  We want

  5    to make it tailored for everybody.  You would have the

  6    western Gulf of Mexico, there would be some sales, the

  7    central Gulf of Mexico, and a very slim part of the

  8    eastern Gulf.  So three areas, a tiny little sliver there,

  9    central and western.  Then maybe one sale in Cook Inlet

 10    and then maybe one sale in Beaufort and one in Chukchi.

 11                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  And I'm also

 12    curious to see how much of deferred areas all the other

 13    coastal areas have, too --

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be good.

 15                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  -- just to get a

 16    comparison of what Alaska has compared to the other

 17    states.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Uh-huh.

 19                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  So, if that's

 20    possible.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They don't really use

 22    the term deferral.

 23                    MS. RENEE ORR:  In the central and western

 24    Gulf of Mexico, there really aren't any deferred areas

 25    other than wildlife refuges.
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  1                    MS. JENNIFER CULBERTSON:  Flower banks,

  2    Flower Garden Banks and coral.

  3                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  So what is the term

  4    that they use?

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The way it works, I'm

  6    going to not use the fancy leasing lingo because this

  7    started when I was a grad student at Texas A&M.  They did

  8    all their studies and they found there were certain

  9    topographic features.  Like Jennifer mentioned the Flower

 10    Gardens.  The Flower Gardens were two undersea mountains

 11    that came up that had the corals on it.  Not a good place

 12    for oil and gas.  So basically they say, no, those two

 13    underwater mountains and the corals are not appropriate.

 14    Then there were other areas, like Gyer Bank and Stetson

 15    Bank and Claypile Bank, that were very important to

 16    fisheries.  So they really don't call it a deferral area.

 17    They just take these groups of blocks and just say no.

 18                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Also the Flower Garden

 19    Banks is a National Marine Sanctuary, and we are not

 20    allowed to lease in National Marine Sanctuary.  But there

 21    are other areas in the Gulf from the ones that Jim

 22    mentioned where we have additional restrictions on what

 23    activities can take place there.  They have -- maybe the

 24    cuttings have to be shunted all the way to the floor or

 25    they can't dispose of them there at all.  So additional
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  1    protections.

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then there is

  3    military areas where it's really not good to have an oil

  4    and gas platform where you have these military exercises.

  5    And then in some areas, for example, where the shrimp

  6    fishermen shrimp, the pipelines are buried under the sea

  7    floor, I think, eight to 12 feet so the shrimp nets can be

  8    pulled across the surface of the sea floor.  So they have

  9    that kind of stipulations.

 10              As I say, they don't call them deferral areas,

 11    but there are certain mitigations they put in there that

 12    if you are going to operate here, you have to do this.  If

 13    you are going to operate here, you can't do this.  And

 14    that area over there is no.  So they try to work that out

 15    before a lease sale happens so the oil companies know

 16    that, okay, you have this big area, but there is a whole

 17    bunch of little areas where the leases are not available.

 18                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I don't know if

 19    you can answer this, but isn't there like -- because you

 20    are federal and then the State has, like, the inside.

 21                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Within the three miles.

 22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  The three miles

 23    inside.  If those areas are deferred, is that deferred too

 24    from the State, too, then doing their lease sales, or is

 25    that just after the three miles?
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  1                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That would just be a

  2    federal action.  The State has really exclusive

  3    jurisdiction over what happens in State waters.

  4                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Another thing

  5    that really bothers me with these lease sales is I know

  6    you guys might consider this village quiet, but to me it's

  7    not quiet; it's loud.  So when I go camping, I go to get

  8    away from all the hustle and bustle that we have here in

  9    Barter.  And I'm just worried that all of that is going to

 10    change once more lease sales open and everything.  And

 11    it's just going to take away from the whole thing of

 12    getting away.

 13              And we are real limited as to where we can go in

 14    the summertime because we have ANWR in our backyard.  We

 15    can't take our four-wheelers and just go up if we don't

 16    have Native allotments and stuff like that.  So all of our

 17    camping and recreation and stuff like that is pretty much

 18    coastal because our rivers are too shallow.  We can't take

 19    our boats up our rivers, so we are pretty much coastal

 20    people in the summertime.  And I just hate to, in the

 21    future, be going out in my boat to go to my summer camp

 22    and there is a drill rig right there in the way and I have

 23    to go around it or I hear it off in the distance and

 24    stuff.

 25              And with -- with that, not just the oil rigs
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  1    that you are going to have; you are going to have all the

  2    traffic, the helicopters, the planes to do the change out

  3    of the people and everything.  And the noise level is just

  4    going to increase tremendously.

  5              We see it -- we have been seeing it for years

  6    with just the exploration stuff going on.  With Point

  7    Thompson and the other things, the amount of traffic has

  8    quadrupled.  And it's -- it's terrible.  It's -- it's just

  9    terrible.  I don't know what else I can say about it.  Not

 10    only for us, but for our animals, for our caribou.  We see

 11    it all the time where the caribou are inadvertently hazed

 12    because of the noise and everything.

 13              I work for the North Slope Borough wildlife

 14    department part time collecting harvest status, and I have

 15    a lot of hunters that come to me and say there was another

 16    plane that flew over just while we were waiting for -- we

 17    waited five hours for that caribou to come down, and just

 18    before it reached us this plane flew over and off goes the

 19    caribou and stuff.  And I hear that every summer.

 20              And there is really not much we can do about it

 21    because, for one, they can't really get the numbers off of

 22    the planes.  They're out there hunting.  They're not there

 23    carrying their cameras and stuff like that to try and get

 24    numbers off of planes.  And that's the only way to really

 25    document it is if you get the numbers off of the aircraft
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  1    and stuff.  So sometimes we are able to do that, but it's

  2    just going to get worse as time goes on if there is

  3    more -- more development going on.

  4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  One of the

  5    concerns I got is the flaring.  I think that's the biggest

  6    pollution that happens here in the North Slope.  Is there

  7    some way they could filter those and capture all that

  8    carbon before it spreads out?

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They should.  Before

 10    they can vent or flare, they have to get an okay to do

 11    that, and we are very much concerned about that situation.

 12    And people have been fined terribly for venting and

 13    flaring that weren't authorized for some emergency.  So

 14    it's -- the venting and flaring is an important issue.

 15    And I'm glad you raised it.

 16                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Because, you know,

 17    springtime we can see that smog from east to west as far

 18    as you can see.  I've flown to Barrow a number of times,

 19    and we not only go through one layer of smog, but two

 20    layers.  And just smelling it gives me a headache, burns

 21    my eyes and my nose.  And what's going out here, it's

 22    poisoning the fish, krill and everything that lives under

 23    that ice.  That's going to affect all the animals here.

 24    This is the birthplace of many animals.  Like to keep it

 25    that way.  We have a number of rivers here that harbor
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  1    many fish all along the coast, east and west from here.

  2    What are we going to live off if that is gone?

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Exactly.

  4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  More fish are

  5    starting to be --

  6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Have sores on their

  7    bodies, soft belly, and never used to be there.  I'd like

  8    to elaborate on Bruce's air thing.  So this time of the

  9    day or when it's starting to -- when we are starting to

 10    get daylight, you can see haze along the horizon.  And

 11    it's yellow, yellowish, then it's a layer of just haze

 12    coming across and it looks -- it's -- it would come from

 13    the west, and it just comes around over the ocean.  You

 14    have seen it before.  And it's awful.  When I was growing

 15    up, I never seen any of that.  So all that stuff is --

 16    they may say that they have the permit, but who is to say

 17    how much -- what is allowable.  Maybe they are going past

 18    the allowable thing.  They need to go zero.

 19                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  It's an

 20    accumulation, too, of all the different companies.  You

 21    know, you might have an air quality for one, but when you

 22    combine all the different things that are out there, then

 23    it's -- it's the accumulation of all of that that builds

 24    up is what we are starting to be concerned about.

 25                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We have the
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  1    highest upper respiratory sickness on the North Slope, and

  2    it's all from carbon monoxide.  It's a serious thing.

  3    Mercury poisoning is pretty serious, and it's in our fish.

  4    Everything else that live off the fish has got it, the

  5    seals, the polar bears.  Might as well put them all on the

  6    extinct list.

  7                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question:

  8    On your EIS or your environmental studies, did you do

  9    prebaseline studies, or did you collect old information

 10    from old studies and then do your own studies and compare

 11    them to that?  Is that how you do your EIS studies or --

 12    and then when you come out with your findings, we hardly

 13    ever hear what were the findings for the air, the ocean,

 14    the temperatures of the ocean, what's changing from 50

 15    years ago to now.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good

 17    question.  First of all, we have our own science program,

 18    the old MMS and now BOEM.  We have spent about

 19    $350,000,000 on about 400 studies.  Now, it's not just

 20    those that are in that document.  We also used the reports

 21    from NOAA, from USGS, from the National Science

 22    Foundation, work that's done by the North Slope Borough

 23    and the University of Alaska at Fairbanks and Anchorage,

 24    plus anything else we can get.

 25              But you touched on something very important,
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  1    that there is a lot of information out there being done

  2    and collected by a lot of different individuals and

  3    institutions that go back 25 years, 50 years, even 100

  4    years, but it hasn't been put together very well.  The

  5    USGS at the request of the Secretary came out with a

  6    report just a couple months ago that said there were

  7    information gaps.  And a lot of those gaps we are already

  8    addressing in the work that we are doing.

  9              But probably one of the biggest gaps was tying

 10    all that disparate information together.  So that's why in

 11    the Secretary's proposed program, he is not proposing any

 12    lease sales before 2015 so that we have time to catch up,

 13    get that information that's in this document, and tie it

 14    together with other information that we are still finding

 15    so that when it comes time for a lease sale and we have to

 16    do an EIS for that specific lease sale, that we have that

 17    information plus new information and old information, sort

 18    of a baseline, and put it together.  So you touched on a

 19    weakness, and that's why the Secretary is saying we are

 20    not doing any more leasing until maybe 2015 or even '16.

 21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So how much more

 22    information you will be collecting?  How many more

 23    scientists we are going to see coming through this little

 24    island or to the other villages?

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I hear it gets pretty
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  1    busy up here with scientists.  There is a lot of studies

  2    going on.  I think we alone have got 50 or 60 studies

  3    going on, just BOEM alone, and then you have all the other

  4    agencies.  And then, again, it's not coordinated very

  5    well.  I sit on the oversight group of the North Slope

  6    Science Initiative that's supposed to connect it better.

  7    The President also earlier this year set up an

  8    organization called the interagency work group on

  9    coordinating energy permitting in the Arctic for Alaska.

 10              Well, last week, December 1st, that interagency

 11    work group that is chaired by Deputy Secretary David

 12    Hayes -- he's the number two man in the Interior -- he got

 13    his group together and then brought in other scientific

 14    groups, such as Fran Ulmer who is from Fairbanks, and now

 15    she's in charge of the Arctic Research Commission.  Got

 16    her together, Marcia McNutt from USGS, and a lot of

 17    high-ranking scientists throughout the country and said

 18    okay, we, have this interagency work group that's

 19    coordinating permitting decisions so we know who is doing

 20    what.  Now we are going to make sure all the science

 21    that's out there is better filtered into that process.

 22              So the short answer to your question -- I just

 23    gave you the long answer -- is the more information, we

 24    have the better.  The more studies we can fund the better.

 25    We just have to coordinate it better because I have heard
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  1    other citizens up here say that you have scientists flung

  2    different directions and they don't know where they are

  3    at.

  4              And I think we have this tonight.  We set this

  5    meeting up weeks and weeks ago, only to find out the Corps

  6    of Engineers is having a meeting.  How did that happen?

  7    We have got to coordinate better.

  8                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  It's getting to

  9    be --

 10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  The oil

 11    companies, too.  Next week we have two oil companies come

 12    in the same day, same time.

 13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Closer to Christmas.

 14                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  The Army Corps of

 15    Engineers, the city is actually baffled by that.  They are

 16    just over there trying to sort that out.  They don't know

 17    the status of that meeting for tonight.

 18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I think they might

 19    be joint meeting with the oil companies.

 20                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  The Army Corps, for

 21    what it's worth, did have that muni center room reserved

 22    for tonight.  We checked.

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If they don't show up

 24    and they messed up our schedule, shame on them, right?

 25                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah.

00035

  1                    MS. RENEE ORR:  That's in my notes, too.

  2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  You are going to

  3    factor all the studies?  Because we are losing land here,

  4    just like Kivalina is losing land every year.  Last couple

  5    of -- we didn't lose this year.  Last year we lost like

  6    big chunks of land along the coast there towards the west

  7    end of the island from big-time erosion.  And we had

  8    like -- it was three years in a row we had like

  9    house-sized chunks of land breaking off the -- along the

 10    coast there.  And our airport is flooding more and more

 11    every year.

 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's not good.

 13                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I'm Qaiyaan Suesue.

 14    I got married a couple months ago.  And I, first of all,

 15    thank Kaktovik for welcoming me here, also, and I feel

 16    very much at home.  I haven't been here since I was young,

 17    and I can't recall that trip.

 18              I'm very glad I made it.  And just in this short

 19    period of time hearing your comments, I've heard so much,

 20    and you all as my Elders, I really respect that and will

 21    do my best to take your concerns and comments and relay

 22    that to my peers in the younger generation.

 23              As you know, BOEM folks, I used to be the

 24    natural resources director for ICAS.  Personal reasons I

 25    had to leave with scheduling and kids and whatnot.  So now
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  1    I work on independent contract, and I'm funded by

  2    nonprofit organizations that allow me to come get involved

  3    with the communities.

  4              I know one of the main concerns that I noticed

  5    that we had when I was with ICAS is the scheduling

  6    conflicts.  And this situation tonight is very common.

  7    And your name again?

  8                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  Nancy.

  9                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Talking to Nancy in

 10    the hallway and explaining to her also when we say who

 11    else is here, the Army Corps of Engineers with the Point

 12    Thompson project.  And it's -- as BOEM -- and I know

 13    Michael Haller does a wonderful job trying to coordinate

 14    to the communities scheduling.  And of course, year-round,

 15    you know, December, November is a bad time, but so is

 16    February and March.  All year-round is a bad time.

 17              But you know, what I like is that you do make

 18    the effort to try to coordinate these meetings wonderful.

 19    And I know from working with ICAS, the Corps of Engineers

 20    also does the same with Rosetta Alcantra.  Her and Michael

 21    Haller became my best friends there.  So I know there is a

 22    lot of coordination.  We appreciate that.

 23              I think what I heard today and yesterday in

 24    Nuiqsut and here that is most shocking to me is the yellow

 25    haze.  Wainwright folks -- or Nuiqsut folks said the same
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  1    thing.  And I was born and raised in Barrow.  I've never

  2    seen the yellow haze in Barrow.

  3              I do know what was very alarming was that

  4    tomorrow in the community of Nuiqsut they are having a

  5    funeral for an infant who got diagnosed with leukemia.

  6    And just very recently another infant just got diagnosed

  7    with leukemia.  And as I'm there to attend the BOEM

  8    meeting I of course walk into the community and everybody

  9    is, oh, you are here with BOEM, or are you here with Shell

 10    because Shell happened to be in Nuiqsut, also.  And to

 11    make it clear I'm here as an independent Inupiat community

 12    member and hunter.

 13              And I know when talking to people in the village

 14    of Nuiqsut and trying to encourage them to come to the

 15    meetings, it was very alarming to hear about that second

 16    case of leukemia.  And I go, boy, that's kind of strange

 17    for such a small population.  I wonder why.  And it's very

 18    evident to the folks there.  They go, well, why do you

 19    think?  Alpine is right there, you know.  We have -- here

 20    we are near Prudhoe Bay, and I can't imagine -- I'm

 21    curious to see what that haze looks like.  We don't get it

 22    as far as Barrow right now, but that is very alarming.

 23              And I know having done a lot of work with the

 24    EPA also, it is individual permits, but that does -- that

 25    does accumulate.  So these are very real and very current
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  1    situations that we are looking at.  So I think to take

  2    those into consideration as a priority with the new

  3    five-year plan is very critical.

  4              Also I was very shocked to see that Nuiqsut

  5    still doesn't have their deferral area and that the

  6    Kaktovik deferral area is very small.  And as you know and

  7    as our community members know, we are, as a people,

  8    bombarded left, right, weekly, daily, hourly by different

  9    federal agencies, different oil industry groups.  And now

 10    so the scientific community.  It's very hard to keep track

 11    of all of this information.  And I really appreciate and

 12    hope that the new management here with BOEM meets separate

 13    and takes a better look at this and tries to lay it out to

 14    our people in a more understandable way.

 15              But I guess what one of my main comments

 16    tonight, if needed to be heard, is the deferral area.

 17    These are areas that have been and are well established

 18    and will not change within the next five years, so there

 19    is no reason to delay making that decision.

 20              And on a personal note also, I appreciate the

 21    efforts being made by the federal agencies, by the oil

 22    industry in compiling these documents as specific as

 23    possible.  Particularly from Shell, a lot of the compiled

 24    plans and documents and scientific research that they are

 25    providing and padding the fall for our people, I would
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  1    say, can be very convincing.  And a lot of times it's very

  2    impeccable.  But you have to take into consideration that

  3    as impeccable as that plan is, it's in its infancy

  4    compared to what our people know.

  5              And we are not going to lose our leverage and we

  6    are not going to be so quick and easy to accept that this

  7    is going to happen in our ocean, offshore development.  It

  8    is going to happen.  So I urge you to take this very

  9    seriously, consider the time.  And I appreciate that it is

 10    a five-year plan.  It's a very long, slow process.

 11              And I guess, with that said, one of the main

 12    things I would focus on is spreading awareness and

 13    education to our communities to be a part of this process.

 14    If you come into a community and nobody even knows what

 15    time the meeting is, how can we be sure that we know all

 16    the facts of this process that is our right to participate

 17    in?  So I would try to increase the effort to spread

 18    awareness and education about these processes.  Thank you.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 20                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Thank you very much.

 21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I'd like to suggest

 22    you guys hire a liaison for each village so they can let

 23    people know or the village leaders know that you guys are

 24    coming for an important meeting like this.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm hearing from the two
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  1    conversations something that's like that, but one step

  2    even further.  We have our community liaison, Mike Haller,

  3    but I wonder if the Corps of Engineers has a community

  4    liaison.  And I wonder.

  5                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Her name is Rosetta

  6    Alcantra.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So maybe our community

  8    liaisons should all work together and help us not have

  9    these conflicts.

 10                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Yes.  And you know,

 11    it's not just the Corps of Engineers and BOEM; it's

 12    NOAA and Shell.  It's Fish & Wildlife.  It's FERC.  It's

 13    EPA.  It's --

 14                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I work for the North

 15    Slope Borough mayor's office.  I'm the village liaison,

 16    but I posted your guys' information, and having two

 17    million people coming in for meetings got everybody all

 18    flustered or confused.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I'm sorry.  Sorry

 20    about that.

 21                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Because I said I

 22    know there was a meeting sometime today, but --

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that -- I did call

 24    Mike Haller.  As I said, we were out there and he was

 25    saying, look, I spoke with the mayor's office at Kaktovik.
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  1    They said they had a conflict.  They gave us this room.

  2    And Tory, I guess, was out arranging everything.  So sorry

  3    that this happened.  And I've got -- number one on my list

  4    here is try to reschedule a meeting for Kaktovik.

  5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  That would be

  6    better.  And whenever we suggest meetings to people to

  7    come and we always say June is the best one for our

  8    village because we are deadlocked.  We cannot -- we can't

  9    leave the island because ice is too -- it's ready to break

 10    through, so we can't even go on a snowmachine.  We can't

 11    go anywhere.  It's too rotten of ice.  So we always

 12    suggest June, you know, and nobody ever visits.  Sometimes

 13    they do, sometimes they don't.

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So June you are trapped

 15    here, so we have a trapped audience.

 16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I was going to

 17    say, you have our undivided attention.  We would probably

 18    be, like, yes, a meeting, yea, something to do.  We might

 19    all be very grouchy because we're island bound, but we

 20    will be here.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We'll make sure we have

 22    good goodies.

 23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  We might be at the

 24    bonfire.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can have a meeting at
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  1    the bonfire.

  2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Bruce did bring

  3    up something earlier that I just wanted to expand on just

  4    a little bit.  He was saying that our area is a birthplace

  5    for a lot of animals and stuff like that, too.  And it's

  6    also true for the waterfowl and the little birds and stuff

  7    that come up.  A lot of people don't realize that the

  8    birds actually come from here.  They come up and they

  9    nest.  They have their young here and then they fly to

 10    wherever they fly to.  And so I think our area is -- is

 11    really important for their habitat and everything.

 12              And I just hate for all of that to be destroyed

 13    if there is ever an oil spill out there.  With the

 14    currents that we have, if you come during the

 15    summertime -- even right now you might be able to see all

 16    the driftwood that we have along our coast.  We don't have

 17    trees.  Where did those come from, you know?  It's through

 18    the current system.  And it travels long distances.  So --

 19    and when you go up the rivers, you can see the driftwood

 20    way up inside of the rivers and stuff like that, too.  So

 21    you know that it's bringing stuff up into some of the

 22    rivers and stuff like that.  And so if there is ever an

 23    oil spill, it's going to go everywhere.  And so that's

 24    just another one of my concerns.

 25                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  And our coastline
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  1    is different from where they had Prudhoe Bay oil spill,

  2    that ship wreck.  We have a lot of moss, small gravel in

  3    these lagoons.  If you do have an oil spill, I'm pretty

  4    sure you are going to have a hard time cleaning this --

  5    the lagoons.  All your equipment is made for deep sea.

  6    You don't have anything -- I've never seen anything in

  7    your business.  I haven't seen anything that can come and

  8    clean an oil spill in six-inch water.  I've never seen

  9    anything there yet.

 10              And another one is if you are going to drill

 11    offshore here, how many ships are you going to have ready

 12    for skimming and for an oil spill?  What I heard, there

 13    might be one or two out there, but that ain't enough.

 14    What happened in deep sea, you need something more than

 15    that.  You need ten ships, maybe, 20 ships out here

 16    anchored around your rig or whatever because if that --

 17    once that oil gets spread out here, that's it.  You kill

 18    the seals.  You kill the whales, krill, shrimp, fish, all

 19    the waterfowl.  We are going to lose the whole nine yards.

 20    And maybe all the salmon that they are catching over in

 21    Southeast Alaska or Southwest Alaska come from here.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.

 23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  If this is wiped

 24    out, you wipe them out, too.  So you have to be prepared

 25    for an oil spill.  And I don't see -- you are not prepared
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  1    for it.  I can tell you that right now.

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, that's an area of

  3    a lot of discussion and debate, and you have touched on

  4    it.

  5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  If you come out

  6    here in the summertime, you will be free from some ice,

  7    but there will always be ice out here.  Like I came from

  8    Canada late this summer, and I run into a patch of

  9    icebergs out here between here and the border.  It's going

 10    to be some of that out here.  And if you do have an oil

 11    spill mid-season, you don't have enough time to clean it

 12    before it starts to freeze up because once it starts

 13    freezing, that's it.  You got no control of it.  You can't

 14    clean it.  And it's in a worse mess.  You can't clean the

 15    ice.  You can't clean what's under the ice.  This is the

 16    birthplace of all the animals.  If you wipe it out, that's

 17    it.  And it will be like a desert.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good points.  Good

 19    points.

 20                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I'd also like to say

 21    it again for the record.  What I know is said time and

 22    time again, and it's become the obvious.  Why is nobody

 23    understanding this?  There is not -- we don't have

 24    adequate infrastructure to support any type of offshore

 25    activity, let alone the cleanup.  We do not have roads in

00045

  1    or out.  We do not have any ports.  The nearest Coast

  2    Guard is 1,000 miles away.  The weather, the harsh

  3    conditions, it's too unpredictable.

  4              I could have told you about a year ago when I

  5    heard -- heard comments made about hurricane-force winds.

  6    I thought that was an exaggeration because I was born and

  7    raised here, and you don't realize that they are

  8    hurricane-force winds but, of course, we are sitting

  9    inside and you don't notice anything until just a couple

 10    of weeks ago it was all over the news.  Western Alaska as

 11    far up as Barrow was getting hurricane-force winds,

 12    classified as hurricane-force winds.  So that does happen.

 13              And the weather now, our environment, our

 14    people, our culture, our animals, have enough stress

 15    already with the climate change.  This is just -- a

 16    five-year plan is good, but it's not good enough.  Five

 17    years is a very short time period.  I can say from my

 18    personal experience -- I'm only 31, and I, in my lifetime,

 19    have noticed the effects of the climate change right

 20    before my eyes that to this day --

 21              Do you ever see that presentation given where

 22    they show how big the polar ice cap was and how much it's

 23    receding?  To this day -- I've seen that about 50 times in

 24    different presentations here and there, and I bawl my eyes

 25    out every single time because I remember that.
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  1              My house is on the ocean.  I remember 4th of

  2    July and running muugruking on the ice, running and

  3    jumping the ice, still having landlocked ice.  I remember

  4    Christmas when the twilight comes up a little bit -- my

  5    house is right on the ocean.  You see the full, solid-pack

  6    ices out there.  Right now it's not, and this is just

  7    happened within such a short period of time.

  8              So definitely, with no way of cleaning up a

  9    spill adequately, not enough infrastructure, the climate

 10    change, the harsh climate already, this is something that

 11    is just not -- it doesn't make sense.  It does not make

 12    sense.  It needs to be prodded over for more than five

 13    years because by then it's going to be a whole different

 14    picture, our environment.

 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anything else?  We

 16    outnumber you terribly here, almost three to one.  But

 17    this is good information.  Some of it is not the same as

 18    last night, which is good.  It's different.  It's new.  I

 19    will do my best to try to get us back here so we can get

 20    more of the whaling captains into things.

 21                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  I would like to

 22    comment on something that was said in Nuiqsut, also.

 23    Marjorie, was that her name?  Yes.  She talked about how

 24    the food tastes different.  She remembers the food.  I --

 25    like I said, I'm 31.  I -- I've noticed that change in
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  1    this short time.  Also village to village -- I live in

  2    Barrow, but traveling out to the different villages and,

  3    you know, being a -- an expert on Inupiat cuisine, there

  4    are very -- there are not even subtle differences in the

  5    taste of different foods.  There are very obvious

  6    differences in the taste of, say, caribou meat from Barrow

  7    to Wainwright or Barrow to here, even the whale meat, the

  8    fish.  They taste different.

  9              And I know a lot of the people in Point Lay and

 10    Wainwright will say, well, it's because your guys' caribou

 11    and Nuiqsut's caribou, it's all the dirty -- they eat the

 12    dirty grasses so it tastes different.  I love going to

 13    Wainwright.  I'm sorry I missed it because I have the best

 14    caribou there.  Good-tasting.  So there is a difference

 15    with food.

 16              And I would hate to have that happen with our

 17    muktuk.  That's the number one.  I would hate to notice

 18    that difference.  I would hate for my children to notice

 19    that difference.

 20                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Can I say

 21    something?  The caribou -- I'm 55 years old.  I have

 22    been hunting since I was 13 on my own.  Since the '70s,

 23    that's about when we started -- when I started noticing

 24    that the caribou, something was happening with their

 25    lungs.  I'm starting to see more of that every year now.
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  1    And that's just not healthy.  They are just -- there is no

  2    fat on them.  Their lungs are stuck to their rib cage, and

  3    they are hard, heavy.  I guess is it's from carbon

  4    monoxide.

  5              And during the summer and spring seasons, we get

  6    a lot of that east -- or west wind from that Prudhoe Bay.

  7    Smog is drifting clean over the North Slope.  I'm just

  8    starting to see more of that every year now.  This

  9    flaring, that's been bugging me for many years, you know.

 10    And I know about it.

 11              This mercury poisoning, we have been talking

 12    about that for many years in Canada and they are still

 13    fighting it.  Your people know about it.  Your so-called

 14    scientists know about it.  Why aren't you people doing

 15    anything about it?  That's what I'd like to know.  I

 16    haven't seen any improvement on it.  And are they doing

 17    the 24-hour flaring or are they doing it weekly, daily, or

 18    what is it?

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will make sure that's

 20    in the notes about the flaring issue and the mercury.

 21                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  And this

 22    30-year -- 30 years of mercury buildup out here, I wonder

 23    how thick it is at the bottom down here.  That's killing

 24    off everything right there.

 25              About 20 years ago, I used to work for a
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  1    shipping company in Canada.  We used to see a lot of

  2    seals, a lot of whales, and in some communities near the

  3    coast, the shorelines are just pink with krill and shrimp.

  4    I haven't been there for 20 years.  I'd like to see it if

  5    it's still there.  Because that feeds all the seals, the

  6    fish, the whales.

  7              We are getting different kind of animals here

  8    now.  I wonder if this mercury poisoning is contributing

  9    to other things like climate change or global warming.  I

 10    think it is, so I'd like that to be looked at, checked

 11    out.

 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comments.

 13                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  One last factor I'd

 14    like to include in the -- that goes along with the -- the

 15    unpredictable weather, the ice conditions.  I recently

 16    heard an Elder speak about the icebergs, and I never fully

 17    wrapped my head around what could possibly happen, but in

 18    hearing Shell with their proposed exploratory drilling

 19    plans, they seem to often say, well, it's in very shallow

 20    water.  It's not like Deepwater Horizon.  It's very

 21    shallow.

 22              What blew my mind away recently was that I heard

 23    an Elder talking about the icebergs.  When you notice a

 24    huge iceberg, as big as it is, we have to remember that is

 25    only the tip of the iceberg.  In that shallow water, that
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  1    ice is going to drag along the bottom.  And they do.  They

  2    dig trenches along the bottom.  So as safe as it sounds to

  3    not have another Deepwater Horizon happen because they are

  4    drilling in shallow waters, you can't stop -- the Titanic

  5    couldn't stop an iceberg.  It's going to come along and

  6    trench through the bottom.  And whatever equipment they

  7    have, whatever plans they have is -- there is nothing

  8    that's going to stop that.

  9              So the ice conditions are very -- very

 10    unpredictable.  And that's the course of nature right

 11    there that is unlike anywhere else on this planet.

 12                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Yeah.  If you have

 13    an icebreaker, a bunch of icebreakers running around out

 14    here, that's just speeding up the process of climate

 15    change.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've heard that before.

 17    Good point.

 18                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  What's your name?

 19                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce.

 20                    MS. QAIYAAN SUESUE:  Qaiyaan.

 21                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  My parents are

 22    originally from here, but they moved to Canada back in

 23    '30s, and I was born there.  So I have dual citizenship.

 24    I decided to come here 11 years ago, and I have been here

 25    since then.  I used to work for the oil industry over in
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  1    Canada, and a shipping company over there.  Came here, and

  2    I'm doing tourism over here.

  3                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  Where were you in

  4    Canada?

  5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Aklavik.

  6                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  North of Newfoundland?

  7                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  It's 300 miles

  8    east of here on the coastline.  Our people over there

  9    depend on the coastline.  There is about seven communities

 10    that depend on that coastline.  All the Natives over there

 11    use the coastline year-round, summer and winter.  The

 12    summertime they use it for fishing and whaling, belugas

 13    and the bowhead, birds, caribou.  It's another birthing

 14    place for caribou, which is just west of the MacKenzie

 15    River.  And all the way down this coastline here is

 16    birthing grounds for caribou.  They do a lot of fishing

 17    over there, also.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Excellent.  Thank you.

 19                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  I just oppose

 20    offshore.  That's all I can say because you are not

 21    prepared for it.  You don't have the means for recovery or

 22    storage.

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  From what

 24    I hear from our sister agency, BSEE, the safety group,

 25    that's an issue of very much discussion right now.  So you
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  1    are right on the mark.

  2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Good.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are right on.

  4    Anything else?

  5                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  (Shakes head.)

  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  This turned out to be a

  7    pretty good meeting.  We only had a few people here, but I

  8    think we got a lot of good information.

  9                    MS. RENEE ORR:  Some great information.

 10    And we will stay until 7:00, and if anybody --

 11                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  We have a plan set up

 12    so that somebody is over there at 6:30 onwards and send

 13    everybody over here.  John is going to go over there.

 14                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  I'll go over there

 15    about quarter till and I'll hold down the fort.  And if

 16    anyone shows up, I'll send them here.  And I have my cell

 17    on me.  So I'll keep you posted.  If there is no one

 18    there at 7:30 or 7:45 --

 19                    MS. NANCY DESCHU:  So we might get some of

 20    the Army Corps people.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are more fun.

 22               (Off the record from 6:02 p.m. to 6:20 p.m.)

 23                    MS. KATHLEEN FISHER:  I just think that

 24    before we step into this new area of offshore drilling in

 25    the Arctic, that we need to have all our Is dotted and Ts
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  1    crossed because the Arctic is fragile and it wouldn't

  2    survive the kind of spill they had in the Gulf.  That's

  3    it.  I don't think there is any way we could ever clean it

  4    all up.  It would just never come back.  The end.

  5               (Proceedings adjourned 7:25 p.m.)
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