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BE I T KNOWthat the aforementioned proceedi ngs were
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

(I'nvocation given by Nellie Nanaug.)

DR JI M KENDALL: This is JimKendall with the
Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenent.

Now | will ask, who is on line, please?

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER:  Poi nt Lay.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Point Lay.

Anybody el se?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Kakt ovi k.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Kaktovik.

UNKNOAN SPEAKER: Wi nwri ght .

DR JI M KENDALL: W hear you, Winwight.
Thank you.

Anybody el se?

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER:  Anakt uvuk Pass.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Loud and clear.

That's four. Anyone el se?

Ckay. |If anyone signs on later on, that's
fine.

My name is JimKendall. ['mwth the Bureau
of Ocean Energy Management, and |1'd |like to introduce
the very first director of the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Management. We're a new agency. W have a very new
director all the way fromWashington, D.C., Director
Tommy Beaudr eau.
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DI RECTOR TOMWY BEAUDREAU:  Thanks,
Dr. Kendal |

My name is Tommy Beaudreau. |'mthe first
director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Management. As many of you know, follow ng the oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico |ast summrer, the Departnment
of the Interior reorganized the former Mnerals
Managenent Service, MBS

The purpose for the reorganization was to
divide up the functions of the forner MVE so that each
function could be perforned better. Under MVS you had
resource managenment, environmental assessments, |easing
and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as
revenue col |l ection.

And because the revenues/royalties related to
of fshore oil and gas activity were so |large and so
important to the country, a lot of the focus of the
agency was on the revenue col | ections side and | ess
focus, |ess managenent focus, |ess attention, was
devoted to safety environnental studies. The people did
t hose jobs and worked very hard at them but because of
the demands and all of the other demands within the
agency those functions didn't get enough attention,
didn't get enough resources.

And so followi ng the spill, one of the reforms
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that was inplenented was to reorganize of fshore oil and
gas oversight. And that involved establishing three new
agencies: The Ofice of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR

which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has
been nmoved to a separate part of the Interior
Department -- and then as of Cctober, the division

between nmy agency, the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Managenent, and the safety authority, the Bureau of
Saf ety and Environmental Enforcenent.

And so I'mwith BOEM |'mthe first director
of BOEM BOEM s responsibility is really as a science
agency. Qur job is to do resource evaluations -- that
i nvol ves geol ogi sts and geophysicists -- to help
under st and what resource potential exists offshore, to
do environnental studies and environnental eval uation,
to assess the inpacts of oil and gas activity on the
environment -- that includes biologists, marine mamma
speci alists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and
al so we have social scientists concerned with
archaeol ogi cal, cultural, and econom c issues.

And so we're really a resource nanager science
organi zati on and policy organization. Qur counterpart
BSEE is a pure safety authority now Their
responsibility is -- involves engineers who | ook at
drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,
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and the inspectors who go out and make sure that
operations are being conducted safely. And they also

have responsibility for oil spill response planning and
coordinating with the Coast CGuard and ot her federa
partners in connection with fulfilling that

responsibility. So that's broadly speaking what our
agency does, what the reorganizati on was about.

| want to thank you all very much for
attending tonight. It's a Friday night, it's in
Decenber, it's close to the holidays, | know everybody
has other things that they could be doing, but | really
appreciate you giving us the time to have this
conversation and have this hearing about our next
five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and
gas, which includes sone plans with respect to the
Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.

Real Iy quick I'Il give a brief overview of
what we propose, particularly with respect to Al aska,
and then Dr. Kendall will gointo alittle nore detai
up front. But really the purpose of this neeting and
what we want to have happen at this neeting is to
receive input and comments fromyou. That's really what
it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that
you' ve taken the time to join us tonight.

Qur five-year plan, we're responsible under
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the I aw, under the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act, to
devel op a five-year plan that |lays out a schedule for
potential oil and gas |easing offshore. [It's our
responsibility under the law to do that.

Whenever we schedul e a sal e under that plan,
it's not set in stone. |It's a potential sale. It's
somet hing that we've cal endared, but the Secretary has
the authority to either go forward with the sale or not
go forward with the sale.

Wth respect to Alaska, what is reflected in
our draft proposed programis a new approach to offshore
oil and gas leasing in the Arctic. W have schedul ed
one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale
in the Beaufort. And we've schedul ed both of those
sales late in the program the Chukchi sale in 2016
potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,
potential ly.

The reason we did that is we want to build in
time to, A continue with scientific research, to
inform first of all, whether or not |easing should go
forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.

That includes naking use of traditional know edge and
input fromlocal conmmunities.

Two, as all of you in this roomknow, if
activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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a lot of thought needs to be given to what sort of
infrastructure needs to be in place to support that
activity, including oil spill response.

And then third, we really want to take a
di fferent approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in
the Arctic. |In the past, essentially sone deferra
areas were set aside. But other than that, the entire
area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi
was made available to the conpanies to bid on. That was
the traditional nodel in the GQulf of Mexico, and it was
essentially applied here in the Arctic.

We have sonething very different in mnd for
the future. Wat we would like is to have a much nore
narrowWy tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic
that is focused on, first, where the resource potentia
i's, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then
second, where the potential environnentally sensitive
areas and where conflicting uses nmay exist, such as
subsi stence hunting and fishing.

And so we want to design a programt hat
essentially | ooks at where the resource is and then with
f oret hought and consideration de-conflicts any potentia
| ease sale to renove conflicts with environmental |y
sensitive areas and with alternative uses |ike
subsi stence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maxi num
extent possible.

So that's what's in our proposed programin a
nutshell. W are looking forward to getting public
input on that to help us define what any potential |ease
sale woul d look like in light of those principles | just
articul at ed.

So Dr. Kendall will now go through a little
bit about our process. We'll do it quickly. | think we
owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but
we don't want to take up too nuch tine because, again,
what the session tonight is really about is hearing
input fromyou and not us talking. So with that, I'l
turn it over to Jim

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Director
Beaudr eau.

Again, ny name is JimKendall. Mny of you
recogni ze me. |'ve been here before. But last time |
was here, | was in an acting capacity. They sent ne up
from Washington and said, "Ckay. Co up there for two or
three nonths and hold the fort down until we decide what
to do." Well, that was a long time ago and | guess they
liked me and y'all liked me because now |'m here. And
it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a lot nore of
me.
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Before we go on, | want to introduce the rest
of our team W' ve got Bonnie Robson here. Bonnie.
Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the |easing division
that is responsible for the proposed program She al so
was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so
she's one of you.

We've got Mke Haller. Mke Haller is our
community |iaison. Mny of you know Mke. | depend on
himto educate me on how to work with the comunities
and just do a good job. So I'mvery thankful to M ke.

John Cal l ahan. John Callahan is fromthe
Ofice of Public Affairs. He makes sure that when we
try to get something out to the communities, it's in a
way that is acceptable, that we get the nmessage out and
that it's clear.

Rob McWhorter. Rob McWorter works for
anot her governnent agency cal |l ed Argonne National Labs,
a very prestigious organization that is helping us with
the EI'S, the environnental inpact statement. And I'l

go into that.
Jani ne Tobias. Janine is from another agency
that 1'Il mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety

and Environmental Enforcenent.
And | ast but not |east, probably the second
nmost inportant person in the room-- you're number one.
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We're here to hear you tonight. The second nost

i mportant person in the roomis Valerie. Now, Valerie
is our court reporter. And we want to make sure that
everything that you say, your feelings, what you
believe, Valerie gets down. So, please, when we get to
the public comrent part, please state your name, spel
your nane, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk
sl ow enough that Valerie can get it. And that would be
great.

So anyways, |'mgoing to go through a
Power Poi nt here very briefly. W have been listening to
the communities. And sonetines when we do this, we
either bring too many pi eces of paper or not enough or
not enough information to start the discussion. So to
try to level the playing field so we're all starting
fromthe same place, let's take about ten mnutes to
wal k you through why we're here, to build on what
D rector Beaudreau said.

First of all, we're talking about all of these
words, too many words. Those are the official
bureaucratic words. The first thing we're tal king about
I's the proposed programfor 2012 to 2017. "Proposed,”
that's a keyword. Along with the proposed programis a
draft environnental inpact statenent, or a draft EIS.

So what we're tal king about tonight is a proposed
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program not final, and a draft EI'S, not final

Next slide please.

As Director Beaudreau said, we're fromthe
Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenent. That was the
previous MVS that's broken up into three organizations;
one organi zation that handl ed the nmoney. They noved out
to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the
engi neers, the people that are out there actually
i nspecting things that know the engineering. They're in
the Bureau of Safety and Environnental Enforcement. And
there's a new word there, "environmental enforcenent.”
Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,
but they're also nmaking sure that the environnental
mtigations that have been put in place and the
environnent |aws and regul ations are followed. Very
I mportant.

Then those of us that were responsible for
doi ng the environmental reviews, doing the science,
following the laws |ike the Marine Mammal Protection
Act, we are in BCEM W manage the resource. W' re not
worried about the money. We're worried about the
resource, working with the commnities. And the
engi neers in BSEE worry about safety and environnental
conpl i ance.

Next slide.
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| threw this up. Again, too many words. The
QCS Lands Act. And we've heard this in the past and |
heard this today at another neeting, you've been -- you
peopl e |ike us, have been comng up here for 30 years
and peopl e say the sane thing. | want to point out it's
not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30
years, it's that the law requires us to be here.

Before the Secretary can even propose a |ease
sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan. GCkay? And a
five-year plan is required every five years. And so
it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and
a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on. But
before you do that, the Quter Continental Shelf Lands
Act requires that we cone out and talk to the comunity
so you know what's goi ng on

So | knowit's difficult, it's a Friday night,
it's during the Christnas holidays, but you ought to
feel alittle bit good that the |aw says, okay, you
people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the
communities and see what they have to say. They're
important. And so that's why we're here.

Next slide, please.

Where we are in the process. And, in fact, |
['"mgoing to walk up here a little bit so | can touch
things. W're at the very beginning of this five-year
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plan for 2012 to 2017. It's very broad. GCkay? It's a
broad docunent.

Then woul d come a | ease sal e phase that
M. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year
pl an, which is still not conplete, then there nay or nay
not be lease sales init. WlIl, if the Secretary
deci des those | ease sal es shoul d proceed, then we have a
process for public input. W cone back up here. W
talk to the communities. You saw us |ast year, two
years ago, three years ago. This is what's going on.
You need to know what's going on. So that's why we cone
back.

And then it proceeds through expl oration,
production, and deconmi ssioning. |If any of this occurs,
then it has to be returned to the way it was.

Next slide, please.

What is in this proposed plan right now?

Vell, right nowthere are six areas included; a little
sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Culf
of Mexico, the Western Qulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the
Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.

If you' ve been follow ng the process, a couple
of years ago there was a draft proposed programthat had
more areas init. And as we start noving toward a
final, and we're not there yet, areas di sappear for one
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reason or another and there's a lot of discussion that
goes on.

Next slide, please.

So probably what we're really interested in
tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi. Now, |'m
going to repeat some of the things that Director
Beaudreau sai d because these are very inportant. There
Is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for
the Chukchi for 2016. Those have been intentionally
been pushed toward the end of the programso there's
nmore time for discussion, there's nore tine for nore
science, there's nore tine to | ook at infrastructure.
Al the things people are concerned with, we have got
time to consider even if they end up in the plan

Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are
some areas that have already been taken out of the plan.
This red area here is a deferral, 25 mles. Of of
Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off
of Kaktovik. 1t's already been deci ded that nothing
shoul d occur there. There will be no |ease sale there.

But that's not the end, and this is where
Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting
t oget her a new way of doing business. W' ve been doing
science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but
NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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MR JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROWVER: Wy is it only 25
mles? |f you do too nuch seismc explorations, you
destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two
mont hs of m croscopic aninals that the endangered
species animals eat already during the seismc
explorations. And if you only have a 25-mle buffer and
then you do another five years of seismc exploration,
you' re going to do so nuch damage to the diet for the
endangered species aninals, they won't have any pl aces
to go feed left.

DR JI M KENDALL: That's a very good question
This is not --

MR JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROWER: | woul d ask you to
extend that to 200 mles.

DR JIM KENDALL: Well, it's not witten in
stone yet. So that's a good comment. And we need your
name. Your nanme, Sir?

MR JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROAER: My name is Nuvuk
Kunaqg.

DR JI M KENDALL: Good. See, that's what
we're getting at. This is the new way. Right now,
that's what it is in this proposed docunent. Right now
as we speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking
these comments, we're taking the science that's been
done, and we want to take in traditional know edge --
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sometines | call it traditional science -- on what areas
shoul d al so be red.

As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,
these whole areas were offered up for lease. That's not
going to happen. Right now we're |ooking at where are
the whale mgration routes, where are specia
subsi stence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.

And if we | ook at those areas and we | ook at
where there's sone oil and gas, we want to de-conflict
areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas coul d
occur and not inpact subsistence and the whal e
m grations and things and where should it not occur

So your question is right on and the |ast
chapter is not witten yet. So you're right on.

Next slide, please.

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Excuse nme?

DR JI M KENDALL: Hel | 0?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Excuse me. Hell0?

DR JI M KENDALL: Yes. Hello.

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  For those of us that are in
the villages, would you have the people come up to the
mc, please, so we could hear their coments, too?
Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Ckay. Thank you. We're not
really to the public corment period yet. And when we

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0O NO Ol WN B

NNOMNMNNMNNNRPRPRPPRPRRPRPREPRREPR
O WNRPROOOW~NOOUDNWNLERO

Page 18

do, we will have a mc. But the gentlenman had a very
good conment about the slide, so | didn't want to put
himoff until the comment period. W're only going to
have a few nore mnutes here.

Next slide.

Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is
considered. That would be an industry interest only
sale, that if there is any substantial interest by
industry to actually have a sale in there. Then we
woul d start the process within terns of the Nationa
Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera. But
we' re not going to extend resources in an area where no
one is interested in terns of industry, because those
are resources we can devote to other areas where there
may be interest.

Next slide.

This environmental inpact statement |'m
tal ki ng about, this book, this is it here. [It's not
three copies of it. It's one docunent. One
envi ronnental inpact statenent, it's three vol unes.
[t's huge. Sorry about that, but there's a lot of
peopl e working on it.

What is this all about?

Slide. Next.

It's to disclose plans. For transparency, we
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want people to know what ot her people are tal king about,
what industry is tal king about, what the government is
tal ki ng about, what others are tal king about. So we
want everybody to know what people are tal king about.
Next .
It's also to involve the public.
Congratul ations, you are now part of the process.

Next slide.
To identify and evaluate alternatives. There
are sonme alternatives, | believe, over on that wall

Now, since this is a proposed docunent, nothing is
witten in stone, and things may go away. It may be
that as we nove through the process -- we talked to
peopl e, we |ooked at the science, we considered
traditional know edge -- through all these areas, the
areas where a | ease sale mght occur and the nunber of
sales may change. Gkay? So it's not finished.

Next .

To avoid negative effects. That's right, sir
we don't want damage to the environnent. W don't want
danmage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera.
That's part of the law. So that is considered in this
docunent .

Next .

And to unify environmental analysis. W don't
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want a cookie cutter. There has to be a way of pulling
all the science together and all the people that are
doing the work. For exanple, this docunent here, this
massi ve document, it's not just us. NOAA was a
cooperating agency. They helped with it. The State of
Al aska helped with it. And |ast but not |east, the
North Sl ope Borough hel ped us with this docunent.

So in terms of unifying environmenta
anal ysis, we want to nake sure that anybody that has
information or can contribute to the docunent has their
say so we don't mss anything. Because when Director
Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,
the ultinmate decision-maker, they can lay the
information out and show the Secretary what has been
done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be
made based on the best available science, information,
and traditional know edge, which is very inportant in
the Arctic.

Next slide, please.

Some of the things that are in this

docunent -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect
of noise, seismc surveying, the noise that cones from
drilling, service vessels. |If there was sonething that

happened after a | ease sale and there was sone
devel opment and sone exploration disturbances in terms
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of pipeline or anchoring, air emssions, related coastal
activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these
are things that have to be discussed up front and
they're in this docunent.

Next .

And the list goes on. Marine and coastal
birds, fisheries, marine manmmal s, ecol ogi cal resources,
soci oeconom cs, subsistence. They're in the document.
We think it's a good document, but it's not perfect. W
want help with it. So that's why it's out for review
and for anybody to comrent. \Wat did we mss? Dd we
m ss sonme citations? Does traditional know edge say
somet hi ng that we ought to have in this docunent?
That's what this is all about.

Next .

Deepwat er Horizon. Director Beaudreau
mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad
accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people
died, alot of oil inthe water, 5 million barrels, a
l ot of pollution. That cannot be allowed to happen
agai n.

So not only was our agency, the previous MV,
restructured, but there's been new | aws and regul ati ons,
new t hi ngs have been discussed. For exanple, nany of
you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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the Arctic. Well, instead of waiting to build that
cappi ng contai nment systemthat they built in the CQulf
whi | e everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to
have one ready to go in the Arctic imediately. So
things like that are considered. There has to be a
third party verifying that a bl owout preventer works.
So there's been a |lot of changes to make sure that
tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the
docunent .

Next .
|"mabout to end. |'ve talked too nmuch. But
to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit

the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 know ng
that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new
one has to start. W started this process in 2008 and
there was a draft proposed programin January of 2009.

Not so fast.

MR MKE HALLER  Sorry.

DR JI M KENDALL: And then from January 2009
to March 2011, we collected nore information. So now
you have the proposed program not a final, and a draft
El S.

Next .

And from Novenber through January 2012, we're
coll ecting comments on this docunent so that we can nmake
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it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the
Secretary of the Interior, they have the best
information, the best science, the best traditiona
know edge, the best economi c analysis, so a decision can
be made that everybody knows how it was nmade.

Next .

And sonetine next year, late next year, we
will have a final programthat may | ook very different

fromthe one nowin ternms of the sizes of the areas. It
may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified. And
then we'll have a new and inproved EIS. And all that

will go to the Secretary and to the Congress. And
that's what the law requires. W're going to take
advantage of this tine to nmake sure it's the absolute
best docunents and plan we can cone up with.

Next .

And then finally, last slide. It's in the
docunent, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging
sonewhere, you can go to our web site and | ook at the
docunment and submt comments. You can send comments to
M. James Bennett. You can take one of the discs. And
we' ve got a couple of copies of the big docunment that
Rob has.

So our goal here is for people to know what's
bei ng di scussed and hel p us provide the decision-maker
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with the best information to nake the best decision for
everybody. So that's why we're here tonight.

And you' ve probably heard too nuch of ne
speaki ng, but before we get right into the public
comment period, | understand there are sone
representatives of the local area involved here.

And, Enmma, | know | asked you to give nme a
list, and you're on that |ast, but because we're in the
North Sl ope Borough and this is your chanmbers, would you
m nd gi ving your opening comrents and then introducing
our next colleagues fromthe A aska Eski no Waling
Commi ssi on?

M5. EMVA POKON:  Thank you. Good evening. M
name i s Emma Pokon, E-mma P-0-k-0-n. |'man assistant
attorney for the North Sl ope Borough

On behalf of the North Slope Borough, | wanted
to say thank you for comng to Barrow. Thank you for
traveling around the North Slope and visiting the
communities that would be affected by any activity
of fshore. W think it's really inportant that the
agency hears fromcomunity nmenmbers, fromthe residents,
and understands what their concerns are. So thank you
for making an effort to do that.

Li ke many of our residents, the North Sl ope
Borough is concerned about offshore devel opnent. W et
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earlier today. W'Il continue to be involved in the
NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submt
formal witten coments during the comrent period.

We're here because of the five-year plan, but
| al so wanted to take a noment to acknow edge
encour agement that we received today, encouragenent that
our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is
listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that
we' ve raised

Today there was a conditional approval of
Shel |'s Chukchi Sea exploration plan. But anong the
conditions on the approval was a requirenent that Shel
cease drilling into zones capable of flowi ng liquid
hydr ocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date
of ice encroachment, on Septenber 24th. This is an
important step in the right direction, and so | wanted
to take a nmoment to say thank you and also to
acknow edge that we think that this signals that the
agency is listening to the conments that the public
offers at these nmeetings and work that the borough and
other entities put into in review ng these docunents.

So, again, thank you and wel come to Barrow.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

M5. EMVA POKON:  Johnny Al ken is the executive
director of AEWC, and | believe he has a statenent that

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0O NO Ol WN B

NNOMNMNNMNNNRPRPRPPRPRRPRPREPRREPR
O WNRPROOOW~NOOUDNWNLERO

Page 26

he wanted to nmake this evening.

MR JOHNNY AIKEN: Is it okay if | sit here?

Dl RECTCR TOMMY BEAUDREAU. Yeah. Absolutely.

MR JOHNNY Al KEN: Thank you. Good evening,
M. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues. For
the record, ny name is Johnny A ken, executive director
of the Al aska Eski mb Waling Conm ssion

First of all, I would like to congratul ate you
on your new position and to wel come you to Barrow.

First, let ne say that we really appreciate you com ng
to our conmmunity to talk with us on some of the issues
that are inportant to us.

The work you are doing is very inportant
because it can have a significant effect on all of us
here on the North Slope. W appreciate having this
opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our

issues. | also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower
and | yesterday and being able to talk with us and your
col | eagues on a one-on-one basis. | hope you have

enj oyed your stay so far in Barrow.

| want to start by making it very clear to you
what AEWC's job is. Qur job is to protect the bowhead
whal e and its habitat, and the bowhead whal e subsi stence
hunt especially. That is why AEWC was forned and that
I's what everyone in our conmunities |ooks to us to do.
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AEWC represents 11 villages from-- all the
way down fromthe St. Lawence Island to the Village of
Kaktovik in the east. W have tried not to get involved
Wi th supporting or opposing oil and gas devel opnent, and
we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead
whal e and its habitat. And that is what AEWC has al ways
done since we were first formed in 1977.

In the last few years, we have been seeing a
significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.
The last time we saw this nuch interest in offshore oi
and gas exploration and devel opment was in the 1980s,
but that died down nuch to our relief all the way
t hrough the 1990s except for BP's work to devel op
Northstar. It was pretty quiet, but there were stil
some of fshore activity going on every year

In the 1980s, there were a lot of inpacts to
our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village
of Kaktovik and Nuigsut so that the AEWC and those
hunters | earned how to deal with those inpacts. Qur
federal government did not help us very nmuch so we
| earned how to work closely and directly with the
industry to develop mtigation neasures to keep their
work frominterfering with our hunt. This is the way we
do things.

Where we live up here, it's pretty renote, as
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you may have seen these past few days. Not as renote as
it used to be, but still pretty remote. If we don't
find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get
done and we will not have survived up here for all this
tinme.

The AEWC devel oped the Conflict Avoidance
Agreement by working every year with the offshore
operators who were comng up here. Every year we have
had to | earn about their operations and observe their
I mpacts to our whales and our hunting. And we had to
devel op mtigation neasures that would work for our
whal ers and al so the industry.

This hasn't always been easy and sometinmes we
don't see things in the sane way and end up in serious
di sagreements, but we just keep doing this because they
want to devel op in our ocean where we conduct our
whal i ng.

We have had to figure out how to share that
area with the industry and to make sure that the habitat
out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can
keep hunting them The Conflict Avoidance Agreenent is
the best tool we have for making all of this work. And
the industry has been able to get a | ot done under the
Conflict Avoidance Agreenment while the whalers are
assured that there will be no interference with the
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hunt .

There's been a lot of exploration in the
Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been
quite a bit of devel opnent at Northstar and at the
Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and
ExxonMobil. We've worked with all these companies on
their devel opment under the CAA, and we've worked with a
| ot nore exploration activities in both the Beaufort and
t he Chukchi Seas.

Sometines it takes a while for conpanies to
| earn howto work with us. It took Shell a long tine
t hese past few years, but now they seemto be getting it
and they're becomng a pretty good nei ghbor for us. But
still we have some problens with some of the other oi
compani es |ike ConocoPhillips and Statoil. They don't
want to sign a CAA. Instead, they want to use the Plan
of Cooperati on.

It's nmy understanding that they get the idea
for the Plan of Cooperation fromlanguage in the
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service regulations. It's
al so ny understanding that the POC | anguage in those
regul ations were put in there to get the conpanies to
work with the Al aska Eskinmo Waling Conm ssion and our
whal i ng captains on the CAA.  \Wen that |anguage got put
in there, the federal government was recogni zing that
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our CAA is a good approach to helping the industry get
along with the subsistence hunters up here in the
Arctic.

The government wanted the conpanies to keep
working with us to negotiate mtigation nmeasures that
allow us to share the water. And the federal governnent
was recogni zing that the best people to devel op those
mtigation neasures are the ones that actually use the
ocean. That neans the hunters and the operators.

But now we have these conpanies that use the
Pl an of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell
peopl e what they're going to do without trying to work
out these mtigation neasures. They show up and get
people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out
information and then | eave. They are using the POC as a
backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was neant
to do. W are very disappointed with this.

We suspect that the oil conpanies are telling
the federal government that they have worked with the
villages when they give you their reports in regards to
the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs. The PCC is not an
agreenent between the villages and the oil industry. It
real ly doesn't nmean anything to the whaling captains up
here.

This is not a helpful way to go, and we need
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your agency and the NVMFS to hel p us push them cone to
the table, and sign the CAA. The CAA is the best way
for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get al ong
and get some work done. It's been working since 1985
when the CAA was first negotiated and still working. |
think that says a | ot because in the beginning we did
not get along, and | thought both Shell and AEWC woul d
never be able to work together on these issues.

We al so have developed an G| Spill Mtigation
Agreement for drilling activities. W first worked this
out with BP for the Northstar project. Wth BPit's
call ed the Good Neighbor Policy. But with the other
conmpani es, we have started calling it the Gl Spil
Mtigation Agreenent because peopl e have begun to use
the title of Good Neighbor Policy to nmean other things
besides the oil spill mtigation.

Wth this agreenent, we have an insurance
policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other
areas to hunt if our resources are not available in
traditional hunting areas. | certainly hope that we
w |l never need to use this, but it is very inportant to
have in there in case something happened.

The other thing we need to work on with you is
maki ng sure we have the deferral areas renoved. | know
that Nuiqsut has already told you that they need a
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deferral area east off Cross Island, and |I'm sure that
AEWC is going to support themon that.

| don't know for sure how the other villages
feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik
and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but
we wi |l have our whaling convention in February and we
can ask the villages at that time if they want any input

on this issue. | would like to be able to get back with
you with that information after we have tal ked with them
in February.

We need the -- we al so need the federa
government to keep supporting good research up here. W
need the right kind of research on cunul ative inpacts,
because we have to be concerned about keeping our
ecosyst em heal t hy.

So we would like to be able to work with you
on all these issues, and | hope you will take our
concerns seriously. | stress very strongly, though
that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it
as the best and only tool that our comunity depends on

AEWC Wi || be submitting formal comrents to
your agency when the time comes. And, again, thank you
for visiting with us and | would like to wish all of you
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Johnny.

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0O NO Ol WN B

NNOMNMNNMNNNRPRPRPPRPRRPRPREPRREPR
O WNRPROOOW~NOOUDNWNLERO

Page 33

Before we go into the general comments, |'d
like to see if there are elders in this audience as well
as in the villages that are on line to offer testinony
and comment first.

So, Johnny, could you help me? |Is there
anyone in the audience, an elder, that would like to
comment ?

We're still on line, folks, in the villages.
We're just having a little side discussion here.

M5. NELLI E NANAUQ (Speaking in Inupiat.)

M5. LOUI SA RILEY: D d you guys need a
transl ation?

DI RECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yes, pl ease.

DR JI M KENDALL: That woul d be wonderful.

M5. LOU SA RILEY: Now you know what we've
been through. To give you a little bit of an exanple,
that's what happened to us. You know, to give you sone
exanple, | was a nine-year-old girl and went through the
sane experience being in a boarding school

| didn't realize | was going to translate
her -- by the way, ny nane is Louisa Riley. She

explained -- | nmean, she told you her I|nupiaqg nane and
also that she's lived all her life and knows all the
traditional know edge about -- and we do have peopl e

that live here that has those know edges. And to use
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them as getting all the information, that is very
I mportant.

You know, |'ve heard a | ot of our elders. |
nyself is an elder in training. |1'ma very young el der
intraining. And that's how we learn, fromour elders.
And so it is an honor for me to translate what she
said -- and | wish | had thought of it, but she said
that we do have a |ot of people that knows the
know edge. We do have people that work with the Inupiaq
people. You know, we are the |nupiaqg people up here.
We are the original people up here.

So there are some workers that are here -- |'m
glad to have nmet you, too, so | could identify who you
are, because there's always -- so nuch changes.

But the other is, you know, seasonal. You
know, she was tal king about the seasonal changes in the
ocean and to have that know edge from people that know
that. So that's what | have on here.

DI RECTOR TOVMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much. Thank
you. And her comments have been recorded so we can get
further translations later. So thank you.

Are there any other elders in the chanber
before | go to the villages for el ders?

MR JOHNNI E KUNAQ BRONER:  Good evening. M
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ni ckname is Johnnie Brower. M Inupiag nane is Nuvuk
Kunaq. There are two things that | don't |ike about
this meeting. First, the rules and regulations within
the State of Al aska boundary. Second, the federa
sector for the federally recognized tribes.

["mnore in favor of the rules and regul ations
that woul d be inposed on these matters by the federally
recogni zed tribal sectors because they have ability to
put things up the way | would like to see them The
North Sl ope Borough has a State boundary limt, which is
okay for |and-based people living on |and.

One of the bigger concerns that | have that
["mnot too fond of is after the seismc explorations
took place for a couple of nonths -- you know what a
black tide is conpared to a blue tide and a red tide?
The black tide is the dead matter of all -- al
m croscopi ¢ animal s that our endangered species aninals
eat. It's a conbined m xture of the -- when it's
already dead, it collects and mngles with the al gae and
ot her microscopic animals and it beconmes |arger and
larger. And these were reported as bl ack sheens and
bl ack tides in our Arctic waters.

And when this kind of thing gets into areas
where seals, walruses, and other aninals flourish and
eat and mgrate to and travel from these kind of
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things, you don't have -- budget noney to explain to
peopl e. You have to have the seismc exploration, and
you' re playing games in the polar Arctic waters.

And if you do too much destructive danmages on
the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you' re reducing
the fresh food that supplies the different areas of
different countries fromour polar Arctic region, not
just for our Alaska region. And that's one part that
peopl e don't understand very good.

| -- as an Inupiaq person, | amnot in |ove
wi th watching ny own future generations going to end up
having to see sone of the things that we are seeing.
[t's not going to happen at the nmonment, but it's
devel oping slowy where it will beconme a long-term
effect. Just exactly the same way -- before | went to
school in Oegon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe
Bay, | was able to run around the North Slope country on
a dog team noving reindeer near here with friends and
relatives. | can't even do that.

The pl aces where | hunt and fish in Prudhoe
Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff
like that. Fifteen years ago | went over there to do
some hunting, and the security said that | don't bel ong
there. I'mlnupiag in ny own Inupiaq country and they
tell me that | don't belong there.
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The concept of the Inupiag country that |I'm
tal king about is altogether a separate entity that's not
with the United States nor the Russians. M ancestors
goi ng back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the
Arctic Ccean coastal line was 12,500 years ago? Does
anybody in Washington, D.C., who inposes all these
thi ngs, know these things and how nuch nmy people's
ancestors -- ny ancestors and ny people on how far their
hi story and | anguage goes back in time?

| amreally appalled in the way -- how sonme of
t hese things have been conducted since the oil was
di scovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by neans | -- |'m
not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has
devastated nme, mny people, ny culture, our way of life,
and we're still trying to explain that we would like to
keep our way of life and our culture and our food
sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in
our future generations to cone so that they may live a
healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people
and say, "W need this, we need that."

| would nore or less like to see sonething
that Bill dinton introduced to our country saying thank
you to the Native Amrerican society in North Arerica in
the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country
over yours. And one of these days I'd like to see the
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Native society say, "Ckay, United States, tinme is tine,
enough is enough, you've done too much.”

| think it's about time you need to pay rent.
Your |ease or your anmpunt of tine that you have occupi ed
ny Native country, you need to pay noney so we coul d get
some revenues into our account that our famlies really
need really bad. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much. Thank
you for your conments.

Any other elders that would like to speak
before |I ask for elders in the region -- in the other
vill ages?

Ckay. Wth that, Kaktovik, | believe you're
on the line. Are there any elders that would like to
speak before | get to public comrents?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  No. There's none here in
Kakt ovi k.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

| guess Nuigsut is on the line. Any elders in
Nui gsut that would |ike to speak first, please?

Vai nwight? Are there any elders in
Vi nwight that would Iike to speak?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Good evening. No elders
here.

DR JI M KENDALL: Ckay. Thank you
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And there was one other village that | m ssed.

UNKNOMAN SPEAKER:  Poi nt Lay.

DR JI M KENDALL: Point Lay. Point Lay?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  None here at this tine.
Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Anaktuvuk Pass, | understand
you're on the line. Any elders that would like to speak
first?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  There's none here at this
time. Thanks.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

And before we nove to the general public, an
el der just wal ked in.

Ceorge, I'lIl let you wite. | don't want to
m sS you.

Ceor ge Edwardson just walked in. And before
we open it, | would like George to finish signing in and
see if he has any comments, because | know he knows what
we're here for.

MR CECRGE EDWARDSON: Coul d you tell ne what
it's about?

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, George. W're
here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to
2017.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON.  Ckay.
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DR JI M KENDALL: And | know you're one of the
very know edgeabl e el ders here, and | hate to put you on
the spot, but | know you're busy.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: (kay. You've got nme on

t he spot.

DR JI M KENDALL: |'ve got you on the spot.

MR CEORGE EDWARDSON: Ckay. This is the
EIS-- right --

DR JI M KENDALL: Correct.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: -- for the five-year
pl an?

DR JI M KENDALL: Five-year plan that's a
draft.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON:  And sone of the limts
on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dunped
in the water has already been increased so you coul d do
nmore dunping in the ocean; is that right?

DR JIM KENDALL: No. | don't think so, no.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: It hasn't passed yet?

DR JI M KENDALL: No.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: (kay. You've al ways
known how | thought and felt about you, the federal
governnent, attenpting to go out in the Arctic Ccean.
That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,
healthy with the harvest we get fromthe mari ne mamal s
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in the ocean.

And the industry tal ks about how safe they can
operate now. The safety of that operation they do, they
tal k about oil boomers they could use, which don't work
when the current gets over three knots because the oi
starts to go over it and under it.

And when you | ook at vessels and ice
conditions, the United States had two icebreakers. One
is broken down for nore than a year and the one that was
wor ki ng went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts
in order so it could cone back. That is not a, you
know, very safe backup for attenpting to go out in the
ocean.

And you understand the ocean's going around in
acircle around the Arctic Ccean? A big piece of ice
sits out here in the front, ten years later it cones
back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice
around and how cold tenperatures are. In the warm
waters when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself
apart and the lighter ends di sappear and nakes it a
l[ittle safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.

And just to give you an exanple, in 1942 when
they were building new lines 50 mles to the east of
here, a Liberty ship ran aground. And in order to save
it, they had to dunp the bunker oil into the ocean in
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order to float it to save it. And they did save the
boat. But every tine a stormhits that high water mark,

it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in
the inlet and then it starts killing all over again

This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now. Still is
t oxi c.

And it is a scary thing you do when you sit
down and conme up with a five-year plan to go offshore.
And as a people, we have been telling you over and over
all these years, no, no, but nobody can seemto hear.
We nust not be speaking the sane | anguage.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Ceorge.

Now we' re going to open it up for genera
public coments. How about if we start with the very
back row? Wuld anyone in the very back row like to
make a comment ?

And your nane, please?

MR BILL TRACEY, SR: M nane is Bill Tracey,
and | don't care how you spell it.

| came here tonight -- | guess |I've said this
before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and manmmal s
that can't be here tonight. 1've had the distinct

privilege of spending entire weekends and nonths wth
wal ruses that have haul ed out onto the shores of Point
Lay. You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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buffer zone of 25 miles up fromPoint Lay to Wi nwight.
We appreciate that. The walruses appreciate that. But
it's really not enough

These animal s are hauling out because there
isn't any nore ice nearby that they can rest on, where
they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.
They find thensel ves naking their way to | and and
spending one nmonth, and it's working towards two nonths
now, of every year looking for a place to rest.

These aninmal s, when they beach thensel ves,
they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.
They're sick. W're finding sores all over these
wal ruses, all over the seals, along wth the bel ugas.

Point Lay is another area where belugas really
like to conjugate. There's a |agoon systemthere. This
| agoon systemis about 100 mles long. It's pretty
unique. It's got nore water fow and sea nmanmal s than
anywhere else in the world. They spend their summers
t here.

These areas are very sensitive, along with
t housands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea
and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik. Al
these shorelines are used. So in order to get to these
shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper
waters to nake their way north to south and back
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| had lunch with 20,000 wal ruses. | got to
watch them like I was telling you, for hours and hours
and days and days. My wife and I. M wife is on |line

from Poi nt Lay right now.

We found ways to get close to them W
observed them W phot ographed them W shared those
phot ogr aphs so that other people wouldn't have to make
their way there and disturb them and probably cause sone
sort of stanpede.

We were finding hundreds of dead wal ruses,
mostly juveniles. Their population in the next couple
of years is going to be very sad because so nany
juveniles have died because they're on land. | guess
this summer the closest ice to the wal ruses was over
700 mles away. There was no way that they could use
that ice. | mentioned that we noticed that these
animals were getting sick, there were sores. Scores of
t hem wer e dead.

And | want to nmention sonething about the
bel ugas, too. Point Lay hunters have been harvesting
bel ugas for as long as |'ve been there, and | have only
been there since 1973. Point Lay's history goes way
back, and belugas was one of the nainstays there.

This year, the animals seemto be a different
group. And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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the belugas that they were normally seeing were nuch
larger. This is a group of -- a pod of bel ugas that
were mature but smaller. So we're not sure where this
group actually came from

A lot of strange things happened. That
barrier island that makes the Kasegal uk Lagoon is |osing
ground. The erosion is trenendous. The shorelines are

falling into the sea. | really hate to see, you know,
what's going to happen once we | ose that Kasegal uk
Lagoon. And | think we will lose it. W've already had

a couple of hones fall into the ocean because of the
er osi on.

But back to the animals. Were some of the
present | ease sales have al ready been purchased, it's
just 90, not quite 100, mles west of Point Lay where
the wal ruses are hauling out. W believe that the
wal ruses are going out that far and foraging. They |ike
to hit that Hanna Shoal area. |It's very shallow and
rich in nutrients for these animals.

If they're nmaking it out that far and we're
allowng drilling muds and that sort of thing to be
dunped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea
floor, "'mafraid that that's an alien material that's
going to do damage to these animals. |If not to them
directly, indirectly through m croorganisns that they're
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feeding on. | don't know how much study has gone into
t hat .

We heard a little bit earlier about the black
tide. | like that term And one thought that | had was
the sea ice that's nelting has held these m croorgani sns
and al gaes for thousands of years and now that the ice
is melting and receding, this stuff is being rel eased
and it's making its way to our shorelines. 1It"'s naking
its way into the stomachs of these animals. | could be
wrong, but prove ne wong. Really.

There's just so nmuch going on up here that |
really don't think it's tine that we junp to any
conclusions that we're ready to drill. Maybe we are;
maybe we aren't. But when there's always that question
you want to err on the good side.

| think we need sonme nore science up here, and
| think we need to really watch what these animals are
doing. They're crying for help. There's just so nmuch
activity up here, so nmuch is going on. Just in the 40
years that |'ve been here, it's |ike day and night.
Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you wll, and they're
pr oposi ng nore roads.

The oceans here are becoming ice free. Those
are the new highways. W're going to have nore traffic
up here. Are we ready for it? No. W can't help
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traffic in need out there. W don't have the

I cebreakers. W don't have the ships. W don't have
the Coast Guard up here. W don't have deep water. |If
a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is
to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water
ports here.

| can go on and on. There's just so nuch
going on up here, and it's happening so fast that |
think we need to slow down and, you know, count our
bl essings really. So far so good. W haven't had any
maj or incidents. W don't want any major incidents. We
want everybody to do their best. W want technology to
catch up. We're not asking for a whole |ot.

M. Brower stated that -- and others that the
ocean is our garden. Al our food, a majority of our
food, is comng fromthe ocean. |If that were to change
how do we deal with that? W don't do well living on
hotdogs. The whale is part of this heritage, this
culture, along with all the other animals.

And respect is why everybody is still here,
why things work here. They respect the land. They
respect the ocean. They respect the animals. They
respect each other. And we would |like to respect
everybody that comes here and says that they're here to
listen to us, to work with us.
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And with that, I'd like to thank you fol ks for
com ng and doing just that. You're listening to us,
you' re recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.
So thank you. Thanks for this opportunity to speak

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nmuch for your
comrents. Thank you.

Anybody el se in the back row, because I'm
going to nmove it to the second row now.

M5. QAI'YAAN SU ESU E:  Sure. |'mready now
You caught nme off guard last tine.

H . Good evening. Qaiyaan Su'esu' e for the
record, Qa-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.

Good evening, teleconference |and, from
Uqgiagvik. It's good to be hone.

| want to, first of all, thank BOEM fol ks for
being here. As you know, it's been quite a journey the
past couple weeks traveling with BCEM and getting the
chance to attend various public hearings and hear
comrents fromother villages and other regions as well.

Along the road | have always |liked to provide
ny own comment on behal f of my subsistence way of life,
ny upbringing, and what | have a feeling nost of ny
peers and fellow I nupiaqg have the sane feeling as, which
is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes
more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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| ook very closely at the risks involved, which, again,
are the fact that there is very little proven cl eanup
met hodol ogy. There's very little baseline science yet.
There's very limted infrastructure that we have to work
with. Those are some main obvious things that need to
be taken into consideration

Also, | -- with the news today hearing that
BOEM condi tional |y approved the 2012 Shell activity, it
really is good to know that our public comments and
concerns of our tribal governments and organi zations are
being heard. And it gives ne hope that with the new
BOEM adm ni stration -- it gives the public hope that
we're -- our voices are heard. So thank you for this
opportunity to publicly comment.

Some of the things that |'ve noticed
t hroughout attending different hearings -- and | would
like to pass this nessage along fromfolks in the
vill ages who have brought nme to the side and asked ne
over and over, "Wo are they now? Which group is this?

What are they doing here?" | think some of the nost
beneficial things to inprove the process, at least with
the -- in going through the EI'S, the public coment

period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the
public are better educated in what nmeetings we will be
at t endi ng.
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| noticed com ng back to Barrow and aski ng,
you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the neeting?"

"What neeting?”

So | think nore public awareness and maybe
perhaps an educator from BCEM rather than sending
individuals trying to scranble and figure out, who are
they now, what are they here for, what process, what
step are we in. It would be beneficial to spend the
tinme and effort to have nore outreach to the communities
on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact Kkind
of meeting we're in today.

And | think that's about it for now That's
all 1 can think of. | have spoken so much | just have
run out of words. But I'mjust really glad to be hone,
and wel come you here. It's so good to hear AEWC
comments and fromour elders. And what | can say as a
young person is, | was born and raised as well to listen
to our elders. Federal government or a young adult,
listen to our elders. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much.

And | Dbelieve, gentleman, you had your hand up
inrowtw? Your nane pl ease?

MR DUKE MORROWN CGood evening. H . Duke
Morrow. | just have a question about process. W're
sitting here tonight -- 1'd like to congratulate all the
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peopl e fromBCEM for being here and the efforts they're
putting in to educate us on this five-year plan. But,
in fact, BOEMis here because of a political reality due
to an oil spill last year. Had that not happened, we
woul d be talking to different people under different
circunstances. So what happens next year when there's a
change in the political realities?

DI RECTOR TOMW BEAUDREAU:. So you're
absolutely right. |If there wasn't an oil spill, one
person who woul dn't be here would be ne. The whole
reason | cane to the Interior Department was because ny
partner, Mke Bromwich, and | were asked by the
President and Secretary Sal azar to join the Interior
Department to inplement these reforns.

And the changes we made to offshore oil and
gas oversight in terns of the structure of BOEM the
structure at BSEE, are nmeant to be |asting changes. Let
me give you one exanple: Lasting changes that won't
sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and
whi chever party is in power and that sort of thing.

And I'll give you one exanple. One of the
most fundanental structural changes we nade within BCEM
was the appointment of a chief environnental officer, a
| ead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Al an
Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for
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overseeing all of our scientific prograns, is on par
with the officials responsible for the | easing program
has an equal say in the five-year program and any
potential |ease sale with the fol ks who organi ze and
plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --
provide a voice for environmental science and make sure
that we're striking the appropriate bal ances.

We made that person a career official, and so
he -- or in the future maybe she -- is enbedded, his
career, his professional -- there's continuity across
adm ni strations and by our design, we hope, isn't
affected by the politics at the noment.

One of the -- when we were speaking with the
borough earlier today, one of our tasks early onis to
establish BOEM s reputation; what is BOEM what are we
known for, how do we want people to think of us? And it
is fundamental ly as a scientific organization
geol ogi sts, geophysicists, biologists, marine namma
speci al i sts, archeol ogi sts, cultural scientists,
ant hropol ogi sts. But the common theme there is our
deci si on-maki ng has to be grounded in the data, in the
sci ence.

| get asked by politicians, | get asked by
reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad
spot? You' ve got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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you know, don't want to see |easing, you' ve got
politicians on the other hand who think you' re not doing
enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's
right?" And ny answer is, the only way is science. The
only way is relying on the data, relying on the
information, allow ng that to shape your

deci si on- maki ng.

That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's
how we arrived at the decision with respect to limting
the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration
plan. It was based on our assessnent of the data, how
long it would take to mount a relief well operation
open water spill response, the time it would take to cap
and contain that well. And so it wasn't political, it

wasn't influenced one way or the other by what
politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career
staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping
t he deci sion.

And that's the institution we want to build.
And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it wll
be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and fl ows
depending on who's in office. But that's what we have
in mnd.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. We're still back
on the second row there. Anybody want to speak?
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MS. DALLAS-LEE BROMER: |'m Dal | as-Lee Brower.
And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope
that you will include in your science the traditional
whal ers, the traditional ways, with respect because so
of ten we have observed that the scientists because of
their training and because of their degrees have put
t hensel ves hi gh and above the people here and throughout
Al aska who have great know edge, and so | wanted to make
a strong point about that. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much. | am
the new regional director for Alaska. |'ma trained
scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100
percent right. On ny watch, traditional know edge will
be treated with respect and the people that do science
fromny organization will do so, period. It's very
important. So thank you for your comments.

Anybody else in -- okay. Sorry.

MR HARRY BRONER  Cood evening. Harry
Brower, resident of Barrow. Born and raised here in
Barrow itself. | have shared with you ny different
capacities |I've held in Barrow in neetings we've had
here. I'mcurrently the chairman of the A aska Eskino
Whal i ng Conm ssion, representing our animals around our
villages, and the deputy director for the Departnent of
WIdlife Managenent doing research on our resources that
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we depend on for subsistence.

In regards to the information you provided and
want i ng sone feedback, you know, this is a lot of
information that we try to absorb in just a matter of
tinme since the printing of the docunent, receiving the

docunment, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being
reflective of some -- the ngjority of our concerns.
Sone are; some aren't. It gives and takes in different

areas of the docunent.

Anyway, in regards to the earlier conments
fromour elders, again, the level of interpretation
that's provided and understandi ng the docunent is very
critical in the ways to -- how do we best neet the need,
how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly
take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening
for the very resources that we depend on for
subsi st ence.

It"s -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it
coul d have been a very positive thing because of what
happened in the Gulf. It depends on how you viewit,
and | express your concerns to the thought. | was very
gl ad Nanaug nade her comment about her upcom ng, her
lifestyle, subsistence. The ocean provides a |ot of our
food, and that's the way it's been since as a child
grow ng up. The level of interpretation was -- by no
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means -- no mstake -- no pun intended to downpl ay
anything or anybody or anything like that.

The level of interpretation, it has its
impacts as well. She was referring back to her
chil dhood and her parents raising the famly along with
her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas
where they did their subsistence activities, and that is
a very significant statenent.

You know, we grew up using these resources.
The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,
whal es. And then in turn subsisting off those resources
it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.

So when you -- you know, we've changed over
time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've
seen going forward. These are very inportant things to
keep in mnd in our culture. Because if we make any
kind of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence
activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on
whet her we survive or die in the mdst of things.

We don't allow for m stakes when you're |iving
here in the Arctic. It's a very unforgiving area to be
in. There's no roomfor error. You get into
life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.

And that's what we've tried to express over
the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.
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In the beginning | remenber ny elders indicating, no, we
don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore. No
of fshore oil and gas.

Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in

the last five years we've -- or naybe ten years, we see
our federal government regardl ess of our statenents
continue holding | ease sales, and yet we -- even though
we're in opposition, we still like to remain at the

table to be able to help steer the devel opnent activity
occurring offshore.
Even though in ny mnd | say no to offshore

oil and gas, | still want to be at the table to help
steer that activity, regardless if the participants |ike
me or not. | still want to be at the table.

So that's where we -- you know, we give and
take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to
the wall and we've got no nore roomto back up but to

stand at attention, but we'll be there. | make ny
comrent s because of what |'ve |earned over tine and
going to these nmeetings. It's not an easy thing to be

here providi ng conments.
DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much, Harry.
Ckay. The third row down --
MR HARRY BRONER | just want to continue.
In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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interpretation of the document, you can't expect one
person to be able to find you a whole length

of information within a short period of time. It's very
important for you to come back even -- this one-tine
meeting isn't enough.

The introduction of the docunent -- this is
the first introduction of that, basically, by the
agency, by the federal government, holding the |ease
sale, and yet we're expected to provide comments within
a short period of tine, 45 days. And this is going to
be inmpacting us for the next five years.

| think it's unfortunate that we're put in
this situation in terns of providing cooments. |f that
time could be |lengthened, it would be appropriate, but
it's up to, again, our federal governnent to nake those
deci sions and how you plan to pan out your offshore oi
and gas devel opnment into the future.

| think I'"Il stop here. | see there's other
peopl e that want to make comments as well. | probably
could sit here all day and all night talking to you
because | just canme back from another neeting with
onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the norning, and
don't think I want to be here another night, especially
a Friday night, until 1:30 in the norning. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Harry. Al ways a

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WN -

NNOMNMNNMNNNRPRPRPPRPRRPRPREPRREPR
O WNRPOWO®OM~NOOUNWNELOO

Page 59

pl easure.

Anybody el se in the second row before we go to
the third row?

M5. LOU SA RILEY: (Speaking in Inupiag.)

Geetings to everybody. 1'mglad you guys are
here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened. Up
to maybe 100 years ago. But it's really -- | feel |ike

we're nmoving forward. And like Harry said, we stil
want to be part of it even though it nakes us cry. W
could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,
50 years ago, so I'mjust glad that we're able to do

t hat .

Most of ny life, of my adult life, | have been
working with nmy famlies, our Inupiaq famlies, the
devastati on of what happened to our famlies. So
woul d Iike to see social inpact for our famlies. W
didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went
t hr ough.

To give you an exanple, | grew up in the
Kaktovi k area. After the pipeline was built, one sunmer
the caribous did not go through. Fortunately, ny uncle
John Hagle (ph), a traditional Inupiaq man, had his
little store. He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they
sent him 100 cases of turkey. Qur Creator was watching
out for us. We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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that summer. Because in those days, we did not get
pl anes every day |ike we do today. So that was the
devast ati on.

I'd like to see social inmpact, where once we
get that -- we need the oil conmpanies to help or the
governnent to help, too, take care of our famlies
because it devastated us.

You know, he said 30 years. That's 30, 40, 50
years of so nuch changes and it's still so much changes,
and we don't get a chance to really process it in our
I nupi ag. You know, just like when | was translating,
have to think backwards because we speak Inupiaq totally
opposite. So when you're speaking to me in English, |
have to turn it over again. So in that process, we |ose
more than half of what's being said.

And |ike our young -- | love to see our young
peopl e, you know, being vocal. That gives ne warm
fuzzi es, because there's sonebody that's going to take
over to | ook out for our future generation. Because
['ve seen and | work with the inpact it had on me and ny
famlies, and beg, borrow, naybe sometinmes steal to try
to get the help for ny inpacted -- fromthe oil
conpani es 40 years ago. So I'd like to see that.

That's ny dream And | hope in ny lifetine. Thank you

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very nuch
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for your conments.

So we're going to nove to row four

MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: Good evening. M name
Is Leandra de Sousa, S-o0-u-s-a, and | work for the
Department of WIdlife Managenent for the North Sl ope
Borough. And I'd like to thank you for comng here
today and listening to the concerns. W have a few
comrents that 1'd like to share.

First, we would like to say that we woul d
recommend a conbination of alternative five and six for
the draft PEI'S, which would exclude both the Beaufort
Sea and the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration
of the 2012-2017 OCS | easing program because that woul d
be keeping with our strong belief that the potentia
risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in
Arctic waters.

However, if the sales are to take place, we do
support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling
deferral areas that you have, the program and also the
25-m |l e coastal buffer zone. And we also support the
single sale, three to five period in each planning area.

We woul d also |ike to enphasize that
mtigation measures should be in place simlar to the
ones used by BLMin the NPRA process and should require
mul tiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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better understand the |ocalized environnent, resource
use, and potential risk of operations.

And also we would |ike to request that area
deferred fromthe past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sal es
not be included in areas to be offered for lease in the
five-year schedule, and that a conparable deferral area
shoul d be added across Cross Island. And also that a
coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 mles instead
of 25 mles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's
keeping with the NVMFS reconmendati on of previous
coment s.

And al so include a deferral zone over the
addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoa
because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice
dynamics make it a refuge for ice-dependent species,
such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water
season when devel opnent is happeni ng.

And we'd also like to have nore clarity on the
| easing program and the | easing sale mtigation neasures
stating that tankering will not be allowed for the
transport of oil fromArctic OCS planning areas. And
also that a zero discharge policy will be inplenented in
the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of
OCS gas devel opnment. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nmuch for your
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coment s.

Anybody else in row four before I go on?
Rosemary? State your name for the record, please.

MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Rosenary
Aht uangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k. 1've lived in
Barrow for a year and a half. 1've had -- about five
years before, | went to Nuigsut and | spent 24 years in
Nui gsut. M momwas born and raised up here. W have a
strong traditional background. W hunted and harvested
fromthe |ands and waters.

This is very inportant for our famly. This
is very inmportant for our nutritional well balance and
being. | have a son who has di abetes. | know when he's
eating a nore traditional diet he doesn't need as much
insulin. This is concerning for us because we have so
many people that are starting to have trouble with
di abet es.

W' ve had a trenendous increase in respiratory
illness. W' ve talked tremendously about this in many,
many meetings. W' ve asked for increased restrictions
to gas. We've asked for recognition of the air quality
concerns near communities that are facing sone of these
i ssues. We've asked support to have a stronger health
i mpact assessment process. W need to have this process
start now. It can't wait. It needs to be incorporated
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into multiple layers to get a good assessnent process.
It needs to be | ooking at the wellness of our foods, but
al so of our people as a whole.

The problemwe have in the process is that we
don't have enough data in our databases to adequately
assess our concerns for health inpacts. There's been a
| ot of effort to go out and research our aninals, but to
research us, it didn't happen. W could have |earned a
| ot.

But now we know from other health inpacts that

have been -- health assessnents that have been done
already, two spills, that people that are of
chil d-bearing ages should not work in a spill response

area. Children should not work in these areas. But
what about us who |ive and raise our children in these
areas and our risk factors for these concerns?

We're very concerned about other devel opnent
activities that have passed that have al ready
contam nated some of our foods, and the difficulties we
have in assessing sone of these issues and follow ng up
sone of these assessnents. If we didn't have sone of
our tribal people involved in some of these processes,
the government's process to come up with an assessment
woul d have sanpl ed no contam nated | akes. But our
tribal people asked a | ot of questions, got involved in
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the process, and have been invol ved continuously.

| went to school to becone educated as a
physician's assistant. | went through the comunity
health and training programin our villages. W don't
have doctors. Qur health aides provide our care. CQur
heal th ai des need to have nore exposure to inproved
education within this process. There's a |lot of demands
and stress that are being put on themand the anount of
care that they're having to give to our people because
we' re having increased respiratory distress.

The disruption it gives to our famlies when
we have to take our children out to be nmedevaced out to
a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a
parent with them It also takes a |ot of stress from
our famly menbers that have to have -- maybe they're a
responder for the fire department. Maybe they're the
person that's sitting for our community on the assenbly.
When you take themout sick in the nedevaced process,
you' re taking themout with all the other hats that they
wear and contribute to this process.

Nui gsut was hit tremendously. W absorbed the
process of going through oil and gas devel opnent, and we
feel like Nuigsut was sacrified as the social bow of
assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas
devel opnent in the Arctic. People of Cordova feel |ike
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they were in the social bow wthout research related to
what happens to an oil spill. There was a |ot of
information that we could have been incorporating into
this process to protect our people.

But when | toured the Gulf spill, I still saw
the | ack of enforcenment of protecting nmeasures to help
protect the people when they' re working on the spill.
They were not given regulators. They were not using
them People that lived in that area, there were
hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,
but it just |looked like a smattering of a response;

I neffective placing of boons, nonmaintenance of boons.

The kind of boats that they have in the Qulf
are not the kind of boats that we have up here. W
don't have those types of ports where we're even goi ng
to bring in these kinds of boats to even get sonme of
this equi pment |oaded into these areas. W don't have
areas along the coast to even initiate sone of these
responses, let alone staging areas for themto refuel or
getting any assistance in the process. There's so much
that we don't have up here.

We're not prepared for a process to go through
a lease sale right now There's so nmuch that we need to
absorb fromlearning fromthe GQulf spill that needs to
be incorporated in a good process, not the process that
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has been occurring at this tinme.

We're very concerned because Nui qsut went
t hrough inpacts related to | oss of harvesting of
caribous. W went through changes of the natura
environment that affected our ability to harvest in the
Arctic. We went through processes where seismc
activity diverted the whale. Nobody hel ped us through
t hose processes, and it was very difficult for us.

The social inmpacts that we tal ked about didn't
get documented in the recording processes that are
effective to help us in these assessnment processes that
are before us. W went through training prograns to
hel p us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes
are not absorbed into our planning process for these
different things, and yet we're having trenendous
anounts of nunbers continue throughout the North Sl ope
and other communities throughout the Arctic Ccean and
yet the understanding for that.

| had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked ne,
why do | keep tal king about these kinds of things, why
do | press these issues about the inportance of our
health and our traditional uses. She told nme all of her
femal e relatives have died of cancer. That's a
trenmendous burden for me to carry in these processes
because |'ve got to find a way to help and build a hope
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that the concerns for health are not going to be
ignored. It's so inportant that we have a better
process before us because we have children in our
communities that feel they don't have hope because their
famlies were exposed with previous studies that give

t hem concer ns.

And the tremendous anmounts of cancer rates,
we' ve seen that al so happen in other comunities across
this North Slope. | noved to Barrow just a year and a
half ago and |'ve had over 20 people tell ne about
| eukem a. That's a tremendous burden to bury in this
process.

The resources to try to care for that are not
exi stent up here. W have to travel far away to give
our hopes to try to be treating for that process. It
really conprom ses stakes for that process. Those
people are very difficult to even bring back home when
they do go through these treatments. The resources to
assess themand to nonitor and to help themare very
limted here. Even if we get this brand-new hospital
built up here, it's not going to be adequate to dea
with these kinds of things. Still we're going to have
to go el sewhere.

These costs are astronom cal, but we know when
our bodies, the breast mlk, is show ng contam nants and
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mul tiple chemcals that are comng fromall sorts of
devel opnent activities that are com ng down into the
Arctic and wecking our air quality up here. Trenmendous
anounts of em ssions and particulate matter, nitrous

oxi des and all these other things, that are being
emtted fromoil and gas devel opment have affected many,
many peopl e.

Pl ease learn fromthis process. Please
prevent this fromcomng up here. W are not ready for
a | ease sale. There should not be a consideration of
this process in the Gulf or up here. W have much nore
that we can be doing to build the process.

We didn't learn fromthe GS-2 spill and yet
we're facing things like this. During that G52 spill
in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,
Al pine and Liberty. | stood up and opposed the
Nort hstar | ease sale -- the Northstar devel opnent
process. And | filed a lawsuit for over 17 years in
that process because | know the risks for our
traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the
federal government's energy needs. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nmuch for your
coment s.

Your nane, please?

M5. HEATHER DI NGVAN: M/ name i s Heat her

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0O NO Ol WN B

NNOMNMNNMNNNRPRPRPPRPRRPRPREPRREPR
O WNRPROOOW~NOOUDNWNLERO

Page 70

D ngnan. That's He-a-t-h-e-r Di-n-g-ma-n.

My comment woul d be on Section 4.3.2 to the
heal th inpact assessnment, which is described under
National Environnental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA
regul ations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to
whi ch the proposed action affects public health or
safety."" It also goes on to state that inmpacts on
human heal th can be consi dered beforehand, public and
deci si on- maker awareness can be pronoted, and prevention
or mtigation can be built into the operations.

Wth that said, at the end of this section, it
states, "It would be nore appropriate to discuss inpacts
to site-specific populations at the | ease sale |evel
when a better understanding of who will be affected is
clear.”

And that specific statenment, what |'m
concerned about, how this conclusion cane to be. Wre
heal th inpacts ever evaluated and concluded that it
didn't have a great enough inpact to discuss in this
EIS? And is it at BCEMs discretion whether or not to
eval uate human health in the EIS? It would seemthat
BOEM woul d be concerned to see the link how this plan
woul d affect public health and safety, as NEPA states
and is quoted in the EIS And lastly, an H A woul d give
BOEM a better understandi ng of who would be affected. |
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strongly reconmend to BOEM to reconsider inplenenting an
H A pl an.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nmuch for your
coment s.

Row four before | go to the -- Ceorge?

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: | forgot to introduce
nysel f when | was talking. M nane is CGeorge Edwardson
['mthe president of I|nupiat Conmunity.

And just to finish off, the EI'S, environnental
i mpact statement, that neans this is the process you use
to see if whatever devel opnent you're going to do is
safe or not safe. The first EIS that came over the
Arctic Ccean was back in the late '80s, and we were
guaranteed one and a half nmajor oil spills then. W
were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukch
when they done their first exploration.

And | forgot to give you nmy education. |'ma
geologist. I'ma mning and petroleumtechnician. |
was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat
that ever cane to the State of Alaska in 1968. | was a
pl at f orm operator back then. 1've worked in the oi
industry fromthe days they started their exploration
until, you know, the pipeline was built.

My education was given to nme by the
consultants of the Prudhoe Bay G| Field while it was
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bei ng, you know, developed. So the industry's

consultants were ny teachers when | went to school. So
as a people, we do know what is going on. W understand
what is going on. |It's no guesswork.

And when you |l ook at the EIS, it says if you
see it not safe, you cannot do it. Except today the EI S
Is used as an excuse to speed up whatever devel opment,
you know, the inpact is being nade for. | understand
and nore than believe your hearts and your intentions
are good. Wen you tell us you're a scientist, you do
what is right, | believe you. But you have bosses that
have ot her pl ans.

When this [ ease sale was first conducted, the
United States found out it was not |egal so they changed
the laws in order to make it have the appearance it was
l egal . The noment it was not |egal, the |ease sale
becane invalid. Yet today we're continuing this EI'S
with the intent of continuing wth this illegal sale
that had been conduct ed.

As a regional tribal government we have never
received a penny fromany oil devel opment. CQur
muni cipality, the North Sl ope Borough, received a
portion of what they should have comng to them But as
a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the
bi ggest to |lose -- what noneys we receive fromthe
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federal government are to do programs to assist our
menbers, our people. And we have to find other noneys
in order to come to deal with, you know, hearings |ike
this right here. W have absolutely no kind of
assistance fromthe federal government, yet you keep
com ng and comng and coming at it. You know, what's
right is right and this is wong.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you for your comments,
CGeorge

Okay. Kaktovik? 1s there anyone at Kaktovik
who woul d i ke to speak and make a comment ?

Nui gsut? Anyone at Nui gsut who would like to
make a public comment ?

Vi nwight? Anyone at Wi nwight who woul d
like to make a comment ?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  None here.

DR JI M KENDALL: Point Lay? |s anyone at
Point Lay? Wuld they |like to make a comment ?

MS. MARI E TRACEY: Yes. Thank you very nuch.
My nane is Marie Tracey. Thank you for including us
villages in this tel econference.

|'ve never seen such | arge nunbers of walrus
haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.
We' ve had bel ugas here in our village. And when we get
the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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the areas of the | ease sales for industry to explore for

oil. [I've heard the walrus, when they |ose any nenbers
of their group, it's like going to a funeral. It's so
sad to listen to. | have seen themmake it to the beach

and fallen asleep right in the surf. This is when
they're so tired.

| know that -- 1'd like to | eave this thought
with all of you. Wen we have our Christmas feast in
all our villages, think about what you're going to have
at that feast and what you're not going to have in five
and ten years fromnow. Thank you very nuch

M5. CILIA ATTUNGOARUK: H . M nane is Clia

Attungow uk, Ci-l-i-a At-t-u-n-g-o0-wr-u-k.
And | amstrongly not agreeing with the
drilling in the ocean because | have a daughter, and |'m

pl anni ng on having a boy. And | want ny son to go
fishing and hunting on that ocean. And if they're
drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are
not going to cone back. They're going to go around and
away. They have nowhere else to go but here. This is
it. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much.

Anyone el se at Point Lay?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Nobody at this time. Thank
you.
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DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much.

Let's nove to the second row here.

MR M KE HALLER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.

DR JI M KENDALL: Ch, Anaktuvuk Pass.
apol ogi ze.

Anakt uvuk Pass? Anybody for a public comrent?

MR LAWRENCE BURRIS: For the record, Law ence
Burris. That first name is spelled L-a-wr-e-n-c-e;
| ast name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.

Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not
directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.
However, through trading and bartering and good will and
generosity we do receive marine manmmal s of subsistence
foods. And, you know, it's inportant to our Inupiaq
brethren on the coast, it's inmportant to us here in
Anakt uvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns
that are voiced here tonight. And thank you very nuch.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much.

Anyone el se there?

Okay. Let's nove to the second row here.

Next speaker.

MR GEOFF CARROLL: Cood evening. M nane is
Ceoff Carroll, Ge-o-f-f CGa-r-r-o-1-1. Lots of double
letters.

I'd like to thank you for comng tonight. And
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|'ve got to say, | really do appreciate your new
sci ence-based approach. | think it is a nuch better
system now than what we had under MMS. |'mglad to hear

that you seemto val ue the opinions and the know edge of
the local residents. And it sounds |ike your approach
to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the
Beaufort Seas as |ong as possible to gather as much
information about those areas is -- you know, that's
wel | warrant ed.

| support the conbination of alternatives five
and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this
five-year |leasing program And | say that because
just do not think we're ready. | nean, the people here
are not ready for this to happen. The technol ogy that
we have to work with isn't there. There are just a |ot
of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start
| ooking at it, but | don't think we're ready.

First and forenost, we cannot clean up an oi

spill at this point. | don't see how anybody can get up
there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good
chance of cleaning up an oil spill. | nean, maybe if it

happened on a nice cal mwarm sumer day there woul d be a
chance, but nuch nore likely it's going to be a horrible
storny windy day and you're going to be dealing with
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either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.
And there's just no equipnment that's nmade to work in
t hat .

You know, you hear of something |ike Shell oi
saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill
| mean, why would they even say that? That's just

silly. | mean, out of all the big spills I don't think
t hey' ve ever gotten above single digits. | nean, they
retrieve less than 10 percent of the oil. And the Gulf

of Mexico, less than 10 percent. Exxon Valdez --
mean, it just isn't there. W can't clean up a spill
And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we
don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.
| mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States
does not have an icebreaker. | nean, that is absolutely
pat heti c.
We have one that's sort of a half-baked
I cebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even
t hi nk about bangi ng around out in the Arctic and doing
t hi ngs when we don't even have the capability of -- you
know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Pol ar Sea,
| mean, half the tinme those things were broken down, had

a broken rudder, they had this, they had that. | nean,
how can a country that can't even build a decent
I cebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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Arctic?

Anot her thing, the Coast Guard. | really
admre the Coast GQuard. | admre the people that work
for the Coast Guard, but | think they're the first to
say we're not set up to cover what's comng in the
Arctic. They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even
the expected traffic that's com ng through there.
They've really got to phase up before they' re anywhere
near ready to deal with the Arctic.

You know, an oil spill at the wong place, the
wrong tine, you know, it could be devastating to
wi I dlife popul ations from everything frombowhead whal es
to plankton. And | think it's been stated several tines
t he subsi stence harvest is extrenely inportant
nutritionally and culturally to the local population and
it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this
tine.

| don't know, it's probably a poor anal ogy,
but a couple nmonths ago they had a great article in the
Nat i onal Geographi c about these guys that were clinbing
t hese amazing nountains with no ropes. | nean, it was
just incredible. But, you know, it's also really crazy.
| mean, it's just foolish. And | just equate that to
drilling oil in the Arctic without being able to clean
up an oil spill, is the same thing. It's not -- we're
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not there yet. [It's not tine.
So | guess | would just like to repeat,
woul d I'ike to support a conmbination of alternatives five
and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year
pl an.
DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you for your commrents.
And, sir, | believe you wanted to nake a
comment next?
JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROVER:  Yeah
JI' M KENDALL: And your nane, please, for

B 3

the record?

JOHNNI E KUNAQ BRONER My nane is Elvis
Presl ey.
JIM KENDALL: Elvis has left the building.
JOHNNI E KUNAQ BRONER:  Good eveni ng. For
those of you that are Anerican, they know ne as Johnnie

23 3

Brower, but ny Inupiaq country -- ny Inupiaq name is
Nuvuk Kunag. And I'mnot a United States citizen by
birth, and that's the way | like it.

The reason why you' re here, the way you stated
it, is because of the way and the nature of what has
happened at the Qulf of Mexico district. By all means,
they have all the industrial parts and places that can
facilitate and entertain the kind of problens that
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occurred down there.

But in an event hypothetically if sonething
l'i ke that up here woul d devel op, you don't have an
industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,
you don't have an industrial factory that can manipul ate
and make parts for things up here.

You' ve heard from ot her people stating that we
have some of the state of the art equi pnent and
material. One person nmentioned that an icebreaker nade
it to the North Pole but needed some parts to nake it
back. The country can have insufficient funds just to
promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then
have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a
part to it and then allowit to be able to cone back, is
a very poor idea to one person's imagination.

To make things a little bit nore
under st andabl e, these EIS i npact statenents that's been
going on for quite sone tine, a lot of people cone and
go. They make their testinonies and they poured out
their hearts. Some of themare not here anynore. And
what's left of us, we're able to come and visit on the
entertai nments of your appointnments being here.

For ne, | don't like the amount of tine that
you guys use when you guys cone to the communities. You
guys nmake a hit and run and just take off. The
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community, it gets the idea that people get to say

t hings, what they want to say a little bit, but then

they have a |ot of serious problens with it. | wonder

what they're going to do after they listen to us.
Currently I'man active nenber of the

Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in

the polar Arctic Alaska region. |I'mnot in love with
some of the activities that are going on, just to
specifically state sonething within -- inside the state

boundaries of A aska. Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bil
in'66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Um at that was
already there in the 1940s.

And to say a little bit nore -- elaborate a
little nore about the Um at area, ny Native friends in
ot her communities, Inupiag communities, utilize those
jurisdictions in Umat area. Personally, nyself, | am
very appalled at the nmethods and the ways that are being
conducted in Umat. Previously before 1970, the
transfornmer fluid was utilized and abused in very
abusi ve ways. And Congress passed a law in 1970
declaring the transforner fluid had some very serious
carci nogeni ¢ agents in 1917.

It saddens ny heart for ne to be able to say
this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was
removed fromUmat. And it still continues to discover

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0O NO Ol WN B

NNOMNMNNMNNNRPRPRPPRPRRPRPREPRREPR
O WNRPROOOW~NOOUDNWNLERO

Page 82

that kind of material is |eeching out of Umnat area
after 2002.

Now, from past exploration activities, if the
United States Congress can budget these kind of things
but cannot conplete a cleanup and verify it like a
real |y good professional house cleaner, certify it as
they cane in and cleaned it up, neaning that there'll be
no other aftermath of the chemcal in that |ocation
now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no
telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.

| woul dn't approve any offshore | ease sales or
devel opnent based on just what's happening in Um at
alone by itself. And I nmean | would not approve
anything like that if | was a government official in
hi gh place until the bottomline howto conduct and
t horoughly cl ean up something that occurred in the md
1940s.

And to say it that way and that chemcal, the
transformer fluid, is still [eeching out and bei ng
di scovered in containers and being renoved at
300 gallons at a tine fromUmat area is m nd-boggling.
And if there were some nore other containers that are in
| arge quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw
fl oods, erodes, and damages an area where they were
buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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where the fish are being conducted for subsistence
harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and
hunters, meani ng because of what United States Congress
passed a law in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has
a very serious carcinogation to human health, that al one
right there, still leeching on the Unat, is giving ne a
real serious shake on ny head.

And that's the professionalismof what the
United States Congress can produce. And if United
States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of
t hi ngs, they should prove to us United States
citizens -- that they made us to be United States
citizens even though we are not. So give us sonet hing
to look at. Gve us something to understand. You're
using all sorts of other things, howto beat around the
bush, but you've got a very serious problemin one
| ocation that | amjust holding on on purpose that is
not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job
Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nmuch for your
coment s.

We' [l go back, but | understand that Atgasuk
village may be online. Atgasuk? 1Is that true?

Ckay. Harry?

MR HARRY BRONER Harry Brower for the
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record. | just wanted to make a final comment with
regards to the comments you've heard tonight. 1'd |ike
to indicate that | support the corments of the AEWC and
the North Sl ope Borough.

In regards to the comments of the
environnental inpact statenent, the draft EIS, it neans
sonething to our conmunity to be able to work together
in providing these comments, and | hope they are
meani ngful |y addressed in tine.

And, like | said, it's a short period, in ny
opinion. That's what | shared. Before January 9th,
2012, we still have to go through this |earning curve of
what is really neant in the EIS and the changes that --
new changes that occurred within the new organization
and how -- how conpliant are these industry operators
going to be in terms of what we've seen in the past.
hope to see those changes in a neaningful way. Thank
you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very nuch.

And you had your hand up over here?

M5. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: H . Leandra de Sousa,
and |'mspeaking for nyself. | had a question. There's
no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if
you' re going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.
In the EI'S you only mention the |iquefied natural gas
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facilities.

DR JI M KENDALL: Right.

MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: So it's only nentioned
for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's
going to be inplemented up here or not. And ny question
is, what are the plans on that?

DR JIM KENDALL: | don't believe there are
any plans at this tine for LNG

M5. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: And ny ot her conment
I's, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing
that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for
more than half of the year here. And it doesn't matter
how much conplete information that you -- that you would
ever be able to get that for the open water season,
you'll still have this whole black box that you don't
know what's happeni ng.

That's a future risk in post devel opment and
t he government and sone cooperation has to be done to
fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's
possi bl e, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russi a,
international effort, because it is the Arctic as a
whol e even though it's being explored on the United
States waters. So it's sonething that has to be | ooked
and addressed at |east saying there's -- it's a long,
long time of the year that not nuch is going on
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bi ol ogi cal ly. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much.

And over here?

MS. LOU SA RILEY: Once again, for the record,
my nane is Louisa Riley, Ri-Il-e-y.

One of the things | renenber fromthe el ders
isif there's a problem try to give sone suggestions as
to what might be a solution. W have lots and |ots and
lots of wind, you know, all year round. And then during
the summer nonths, we have lots and |ots of sunshine, 24
hours a day. W need to think about quit being the
corporate oil tradition and to give nore to wind or sun
or both. And I think that would solve a [ ot of our
probl ens. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Very good
comrents. Thank you.

Sir, your name for the record?

MR CGECFF CARROLL: Geoff Carroll. | think
you' ve got the spelling.

A couple things | forgot to nention. The wi nd
thing is one issue. And, boy, this fall, |I nean, it has
just been one big winter stormafter another. | mean,
we had the hurricane for a while and a week [ater we had
anot her maj or winter stormand then another one. Boy,
they were big. Mybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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| ooks like there's big changes going on with the weather
in that respect. And | think it's just going to become
more storny up here.

Anot her thing -- and this is sonething,
actually, we tal ked about |ast year when you were
here -- my son, Qunnar, cane with ne to the neeting and
he had done a science fair project. And one of the aces
in the hole that the oil conpany always held up about
oil spillsis, well, if we can't get it any other way,
we could burn it. So as part of his experinment, we were
checking to see how successful a person could be at
burning oil in water.

And basically we took a big nmeasured anmount
of North -- we got our hands on sone North Slope crude
and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at
roomtenperature. And we had a blowtorch on it and best

possi bl e chance of burning it. In ideal circunstances,
you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there
burnt. There were still lots of black stuff in the

wat er, but you could hold the torch right on and it
woul dn't burn. Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there
was still lots of stuff in the water

So then we cooled the water down to just above
zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing. So then it
was down to 17 percent of it burnt. And then we m xed

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0O NO Ol WN B

NNOMNMNNMNNNRPRPRPPRPRRPRPREPRREPR
O WNRPROOOW~NOOUDNWNLERO

Page 88

ice and water in there and then it was down to

13 percent. So it's like -- you know, and that was

pretty ideal conditions. That wasn't when there was
waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of

things going on. This was in a pan in a room

Again, | don't think we have any ability to
deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we
get alittle better at that. |It's pretty scary to think
about nucking around out there with exploration and
drilling. Thank you.

Dl RECTOR TOMWY BEAUDREAU. Sounds |ike Gunnar
Is a future BCEM scienti st.

DR JI M KENDALL: | don't want to forget
anybody on line. Does anyone on |line have a conment
fromany of the villages?

Kakt ovi k? Nui gsut? Point Hope? Wainwight?
Point Lay? Aktuvuk (ph)?

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER:  Anakt uvuk.

DR JIMKENDALL: I'mstill learning. |'m
still learning.

Let me see if there's anybody else in the
audi ence that would like to make another comment.

MR BILL TRACEY, SR: | do. One nore. Thank
you. Bill Tracey again.
| want to speak a little bit on studies. 1've
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got a problemwth helicopters. |If you' re doing a rea
study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we
woul d do this by boat. W would do this on foot. W
woul d canp in those areas, and we woul d capture the rea
animal s as they naturally are.

When you get industry or a contractor, a
third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use
hel i copters or a fixed-wing airplane. And what they're
studying nowis a scared aninal, a scared whale. They
don't act the same. So when you get information from
these studies, you' re not getting the real thing.
just wanted to point that out.

We've had -- one terrific study in the Point
Lay area was red-throated | oon conducted by fol ks at
UAF. It was a three-year grant. They squeezed a fourth
year in. And | comrend those fol ks because they did it
all on foot. They used a boat to get up the river and
make a base canp. And they studied these | oons and they
got the true bird, howit acts and |ives up there. And
they found out just about everything they can about the
loon. We've had industry do studies up and down the
| agoon, and of course it was in a helicopter

Peopl e tal ked about caribou tonight. W had
sone pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the
sane time that there happened to be a coal mne study.
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The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay
where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and cal ving
areas. Wth all that noise of course fromthe
hel i copters there were no caribou for nultiple years.
That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess
what ? The caribou is back

So when you read sone of these studies, |ook
at how they were conducted and then take that with a
grain of salt. Just sonething | wanted to pass on to
you. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Very val uable. Thank you
very much for that.

Anyone else? We still have a few mnutes
here.

M5. QAIYAAN SUESUE | would like to add a
witten statenent, which | will provide once | have

access to a printer. | mght mail themin. And this is
on behal f of Pew Environnent.
Sone of their views are -- let's see. Four

points here: Honoring the comunity; input in values;
risk to communities and subsistence way of life; a new
approach by the Departnent of Interior, BOEM

And 1'Il start with the fact that there are
already mllions of acres based in the Beaufort and
Chukchi Seas. So mllions of acres in the Chukchi and
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Beaufort Sea have already been | eased to the oil and gas
industry. There are still significant questions about
whet her or not exploration and devel opment can nove
forward safely on the acreage that has al ready been

sol d.

Until oil spill prevention and response and
protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,
there is no need to create additional conflict and
uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new
| ease sal es between 2012 and 2017.

G| spill cleanup. The fact that there is no
proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic
conditions with cold tenperatures, limted ability,

br oken sea ice, and high winds on top of the industria
activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,
seismc activities, can inpact bowhead, walrus, fish,
and ot her subsistence resources, very inportantly, the
lack of information, the fact that there is little
basel i ne science that exists to neasure the effects of
the spill on the Arctic ecosystem

And this is where I'd like to speak very
personal |y, also on behalf of Pew once again. The
Beauf ort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional
foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq
peopl e for thousands of years. The federal government
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must nore effectively listen and incorporate the
communities' traditional know edge and perspecti ve.

Over the years Arctic comunities and Al aska
Native organi zations have asked M5, BCEM BCEMRE, to
renmove subsistence use areas fromthe Beaufort and
Chukchi program area boundaries. Mny of these areas
have not been renoved fromleasing in the past. There
I's no reason to delay inplementation of subsistence
deferrals that are well established and that will not
change during the next five years.

Recognition of these critical hunting and
fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 programplan wl|
reduce unnecessary stress on the comunities and provide
greater certainty to all stakehol ders.

And | would also like to add again the
i mportance of BOEM the federal governnent, to ensure
t he perpetuation of values and culture for our future
generations by -- through nore educati on and awar eness
on these processes. Thank you

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much.

Ceorge, | understand
MR CGECRGE EDWARDSON: Excuse ne. | forgot
to -- this is George Edwardson. | forgot to mention --

can you hear me?
DR JI' M KENDALL: Yes.
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MR CEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yesterday afternoon
before | started hone | went to a nmeeting of the
scientists of the federal government and the State of
Al aska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the
marine manmals. And the topic was, you know, why are
these seals dying off, why are the walruses in a
situation they're in.

There was NOAA, there was, you know, that
NVFS, U.S. Fish and Wldlife, Al aska Fish and Gane. Al
the state and federal agencies were |ooking at what was
going on with these seals and wal rus, why was it
happening |ike that.

And finally when they cane to the end, came to
sunmari ze, you know, just how much we know whet her as a
state or as a federal government, they couldn't even
give you an estimte on how many different types of
seal s they were or where the seals went or why were
wal ruses in that situation they're in. They couldn't
even cone up with a number on ring seals, on spotted
seal s, on bearded seals, on walruses. They couldn't
even come up wWith a nunber to start with

And that is sonething scary, and here you're
in the process of attenpting to conduct a | ease sale.
How can you do that when you don't even know what's in
the ocean? It's putting a blind on and then goi ng out
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and going sword fighting.

What are you going to do? Let's get real
Sometines this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop
here. W're practical people. W're intelligent
people. W should all start acting |ike that.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Ceorge.

Anyone el se who woul d |ike to nake some
closing coments? W have a few nmore mnutes. | don't
want anyone to feel they were neglected. Everything is
I mportant.

Anyone in the villages on line that have
anything to say?

Ckay. I1'mgoing to turn it over to Rosenary.

M5. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: It's inportant to
recogni ze that there's inportant things to support.
There was some really good conments that came out of the
borough, on the Wldlife Departnent. There was sone

really good comments that came out fromGeoff. | really
appreci ate Heather's comments; some of our elders,
Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill. H's good

comrents in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.
These are very inportant comments, and we've
worked really hard on staying involved in this process,
becom ng educated in all the various things. W have a
| ot vested in this process. Qur future generations are
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depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray
that a good deci sion cones.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very nuch
for your comments, Rosenary.

Anybody el se have any comments before we end

it?

Dl RECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:. Vel |, | just want
to thank everyone for their comrents and for
participating. A lot of the cooments were -- | nean,

how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the
comrents are really came through. And | just can't tel
you how nuch | appreciate and all of us here at BOEM
appreciate you taking the tinme and sharing themwth us.
We' ve tal ked about -- we've had other neetings
over the past week or so, and a |lot of these sane issues
have been discussed in smaller settings. This is a very
sort of formal setting. You know, you provide us
comrents and we listen. And it's extrenely useful, but
| also found the snaller settings can be nuch nore
interactive and we can have sort of real human
conversations to be useful as well.
And so | appreciate you going through this
formal process, but | don't want to | eave you with the
i mpression that this will be our only conversation or
this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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Agai n, we've proposed a programthat woul d
have any potential leasing far down the record. Part of
the reason why we did that is to build in time for these
types of sessions, but also what | consider even nore
productive smaller group sessions. And so ny staff wll
be here for that purpose, to gather information, collect
traditional know edge, informour decision-making. And
| will be on the North Sl ope again soon nyself.

So, again, thank you very nuch. | really
appreciate your time. | really appreciate the
t hought ful ness and the sincerity you brought to
everything you said tonight. So thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: And with that, could we ask
that soneone give a closing blessing?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER: | do that for a living, so
m ght as well.

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Good evening. This is Point
Lay.

DR JI M KENDALL: Go ahead, Point Lay.

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Qur neeting was cancel ed due
to our weather and there were other functions that night
and we had cancel ed the neeting. Wuld they be com ng
back to Point Lay for another village neeting?

DR JI M KENDALL: W will see what we can do,
Point Lay. This is JimKendall. It may be in person,
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it may be a teleconference, but we're very sorry we
didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely
get your input.

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Al'l right. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very nuch
for dialing in.

(Bl essing given.)

(Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, VALERIE MARTINEZ, RPR, and Notary Public in
and for the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the proceedings were taken before me at the
time and place herein set forth; that the proceedi ngs
were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer
transcription; that the foregoing is a true record of
the proceedings taken at that tine; and that | amnot a
party to nor have | any interest in the outcone of the
action herein contained.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of __ |
2011.

VALERI E MARTI NEZ,
Regi stered Professional Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmmi ssion Expires: June 22, 2014
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1 APPEA B’ ANGES 1 DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Thanks,
2 US Departnent of the Interior: > Dr. Kendall.
3 Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenent: 3 My name is Tommy Beaudreau. I'm the first
4 Bppg)ét E‘?a“dr eau 4 director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
> Jim Kendal |, Ph. D, 5 Management. Asmany of you know, following the ail
6 Al aska Regional Director 6 spill in the Gulf of Mexico last summer, the Department
7 Bonni ﬁgR%,biioQi on 7 of the Interior reorganized the former Minerals
8 Ti m Hol der 8 Management Service, MMS.
9 Arctic Liaison 9 The purpose for the reorganization was to
10 Mke Hal 'yerl_i ai son 10 divide up the functions of the former MMS so that each
11 John Cal | ahan 11 function could be performed better. Under MMS you had
12 Public Affairs Officer 12 resource management, environmental assessments, leasing
13 Bureau of Safety and Environnental Enforcenent: 13 and planning, aswell as safety oversight, aswel| as
14 . . 14 revenue collection.
Jani ne Tobi as
15 Staff Assistant 15 And because the revenues/royalties related to
16 ) ) 16 offshore oil and gas activity were so large and so
Argonne National Laboratories: .
17 Rob MeVihor t er 17 important to the country, alot of the focus of the
18 El'S Support 18 agency was on the revenue collections side and less
19 19 focus, less management focus, less attention, was
20 BE IT KNOWthat the aforenentioned proceedings were |20 devoted to safety environmental studies. The people did
21 taken at the time and place duly noted on the title |21 thosejobsandworked very hard at them, but because of
22 page, before Valerie Martinez, Registered Professional |22 thedemandsand all of the other demands within the
23 Reporter and Notary Public within and for the State of |23 agency thosefunctionsdidn't get enough attention,
24 A aska. 24 didn't get enough resources.
25 25 And so following the spill, one of the reforms
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 that was implemented was to reorganize offshore oil and
2 (Invocation given by Nellie Nanaug.) 2 gasoversight. And that involved establishing three new
3 DR. JIM KENDALL: ThisisJim Kendall with the 3 agencies. The Office of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,
4 Bureau of Ocean Energy Management. 4 which isresponsible for revenue collection -- that has
5 Now | will ask, who ison line, please? 5 been moved to a separate part of the Interior
6 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Point Lay. 6 Department -- and then as of October, the division
7 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Point Lay. 7 between my agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
8 Anybody else? 8 Management, and the safety authority, the Bureau of
9 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Kaktovik. 9 Safety and Environmental Enforcement.
10 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Kaktovik. 10 And so I'm with BOEM. I'm the first director
11 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Wainwright. 11 of BOEM. BOEM'sresponsibility isreally as ascience
12 DR. JIM KENDALL: We hear you, Wainwright. 12 agency. Our job isto do resource evaluations -- that
13 Thank you. 13 involves geologists and geophysicists -- to help
14 Anybody else? 14 understand what resource potential exists offshore, to
15 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Anaktuvuk Pass. 15 do environmental studies and environmental evaluation,
16 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. Loud and clear. 16 to assess the impacts of oil and gas activity on the
17 That'sfour. Anyone else? 17 environment -- that includes biologists, marine mammal
18 Okay. If anyone signson later on, that's 18 specidlists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and
19 fine. 19 also we have social scientists concerned with
20 My nameis Jim Kendall. I'm with the Bureau 20 archaeological, cultural, and economic issues.
21 of Ocean Energy Management, and I'd like to introduce 21 And so we're really aresource manager science
22 thevery first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy 22 organization and policy organization. Our counterpart
23 Management. Were anew agency. We have avery new 23 BSEE isapure safety authority now. Their
24 director all the way from Washington, D.C., Director 24 responsibility is -- involves engineers who look at
25 Tommy Beaudreau. 25 drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,
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1 and the inspectors who go out and make sure that 1 alot of thought needsto be given to what sort of
2 operations are being conducted safely. And they also 2 infrastructure needs to be in place to support that
3 haveresponsibility for il spill response planning and 3 activity, including oil spill response.
4 coordinating with the Coast Guard and other federal 4 And then third, we really want to take a
5 partnersin connection with fulfilling that 5 different approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in
6 responsibility. So that's broadly speaking what our 6 theArctic. Inthe past, essentially some deferral
7 agency does, what the reorganization was about. 7 areaswere set aside. But other than that, the entire
8 | want to thank you al very much for 8 areain the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi
9 attending tonight. It'saFriday night, it'sin 9 was made available to the companiesto bid on. That was
10 December, it's close to the holidays, | know everybody 10 thetraditional model in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was
11 has other things that they could be doing, but | really 11 essentially applied herein the Arctic.
12 appreciate you giving us the time to have this 12 We have something very different in mind for
13 conversation and have this hearing about our next 13 thefuture. What we would like isto have a much more
14 five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and 14 narrowly tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic
15 gas, which includes some plans with respect to the 15 that isfocused on, first, where the resource potential
16 Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas. 16 is, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then
17 Really quick I'll give abrief overview of 17 second, where the potential environmentally sensitive
18 what we propose, particularly with respect to Alaska, 18 areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as
19 andthen Dr. Kendall will go into alittle more detail 19 subsistence hunting and fishing.
20 up front. But really the purpose of this meeting and 20 And so we want to design a program that
21 what we want to have happen at this meeting isto 21 essentialy looks at where the resource is and then with
22 receive input and comments from you. That'sreally what 22 forethought and consideration de-conflicts any potential
23 it'sall about and truly why we're so appreciative that 23 lease sale to remove conflicts with environmentally
24 you've taken the time to join us tonight. 24 senditive areas and with alternative uses like
25 Our five-year plan, we're responsible under 25 subsistence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
Page 7 Page 9
1 thelaw, under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, to 1 offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maximum
2 develop afive-year plan that lays out a schedule for 2 extent possible.
3 potential oil and gas leasing offshore. It's our 3 So that's what's in our proposed programin a
4 responsibility under the law to do that. 4 nutshell. We are looking forward to getting public
5 Whenever we schedule a sale under that plan, 5 input on that to help us define what any potential lease
6 it'snot setin stone. It'sapotential sale. It's 6 salewould look likein light of those principles | just
7 something that we've calendared, but the Secretary has 7 articulated.
8 the authority to either go forward with the sale or not 8 So Dr. Kendall will now go through alittle
9 go forward with the sale. 9 bit about our process. We'll do it quickly. | think we
10 With respect to Alaska, what is reflected in 10 oweit to you to describe our process alittle bit, but
11 our draft proposed program is a new approach to offshore 11 wedon't want to take up too much time because, again,
12 oil and gasleasing in the Arctic. We have scheduled 12 what the session tonight isreally about is hearing
13 one potential salein the Chukchi and one potential sale 13 input from you and not us talking. So with that, I'll
14 inthe Beaufort. And we've scheduled both of those 14 turnit over to Jim.
15 sdeslatein the program; the Chukchi salein 2016 15 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Director
16 potentialy and the Beaufort salein 2015, again, 16 Beaudreau.
17 potentialy. 17 Again, my nameisJim Kendall. Many of you
18 The reason we did that is we want to build in 18 recognize me. I've been here before. But last timel
19 timeto, A, continue with scientific research, to 19 washere, | wasin an acting capacity. They sent me up
20 inform, first of all, whether or not leasing should go 20 from Washington and said, "Okay. Go up there for two or
21 forward; and secondly, how it should be structured. 21 three months and hold the fort down until we decide what
22 That includes making use of traditional knowledge and 22 todo." Well, that wasalong time ago and | guess they
23 input from local communities. 23 liked me and y'al liked me because now I'm here. And
24 Two, asall of you in thisroom know, if 24 it'sgreat to bein Alaska and you'll see alot more of
25 activity isto go forward, if drilling isto go forward, 25 me.
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1 Before we go on, | want to introduce the rest 1 program, not final, and adraft EIS, not final.
2 of our team. We've got Bonnie Robson here. Bonnie. 2 Next slide please.
3 Now, Bonnieis from headquartersin the leasing division 3 As Director Beaudreau said, we're from the
4 that isresponsible for the proposed program. She also 4 Bureau of Ocean Energy Management. That wasthe
5 wasraised in Fairbanks, so she'san Alaskagirl, so 5 previous MM S that's broken up into three organizations;
6 she'sone of you. 6 one organization that handled the money. They moved out
7 Weve got Mike Haller. Mike Haller isour 7 to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the
8 community liaison. Many of you know Mike. | depend on 8 engineers, the people that are out there actually
9 him to educate me on how to work with the communities 9 inspecting things that know the engineering. They'rein
10 andjust doagood job. SoI'm very thankful to Mike. 10 the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement. And
11 John Callahan. John Callahan isfrom the 11 there's anew word there, "environmental enforcement."
12 Office of Public Affairs. He makes sure that when we 12 Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,
13 try to get something out to the communities, it'sin a 13 but they're also making sure that the environmental
14 way that is acceptable, that we get the message out and 14 mitigations that have been put in place and the
15 thatit'sclear. 15 environment laws and regulations are followed. Very
16 Rob McWhorter. Rob McWhorter works for 16 important.
17 another government agency called Argonne National Labs, 17 Then those of us that were responsible for
18 avery prestigious organization that is helping us with 18 doing the environmental reviews, doing the science,
19 the EIS, the environmental impact statement. And I'll 19 following the laws like the Marine Mammal Protection
20 gointo that. 20 Act, wearein BOEM. We manage the resource. We're not
21 Janine Tobias. Janineisfrom another agency 21 worried about the money. We're worried about the
22 that I'll mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety 22 resource, working with the communities. And the
23 and Environmental Enforcement. 23 engineersin BSEE worry about safety and environmental
24 And last but not least, probably the second 24 compliance.
25 most important person in the room -- you're number one. 25 Next slide.
Page 11 Page 13
1 We're hereto hear you tonight. The second most 1 | threw thisup. Again, too many words. The
2 important person in theroom is Valerie. Now, Vaerie 2 OCSLandsAct. Andwe've heard thisin the past and |
3 isour court reporter. And we want to make sure that 3 heard thistoday at another meeting, you've been -- you,
4 everything that you say, your feelings, what you 4 people like us, have been coming up here for 30 years
5 believe, Vaerie getsdown. So, please, when we get to 5 and people say the same thing. | want to point out it's
6 the public comment part, please state your name, spell 6 not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30
7 your name, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk 7 years, it'sthat the law requires us to be here.
8 dow enough that Valerie can get it. And that would be 8 Before the Secretary can even propose alease
9 great. 9 sde, it needsto bein afive-year plan. Okay? And a
10 So anyways, I'm going to go through a 10 five-year planisrequired every five years. And so
11 PowerPoint here very briefly. We have been listening to 11 it'sour responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and
12 the communities. And sometimes when we do this, we 12 afinal plan for the Secretary to sign off on. But
13 either bring too many pieces of paper or not enough or 13 before you do that, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
14 not enough information to start the discussion. So to 14 Act requires that we come out and talk to the community
15 try tolevel the playing field so were al starting 15 so you know what's going on.
16 from the same place, let's take about ten minutesto 16 So | know it's difficult, it's a Friday night,
17 walk you through why we're here, to build on what 17 it'sduring the Christmas holidays, but you ought to
18 Director Beaudreau said. 18 fedl alittle bit good that the law says, okay, you
19 First of all, we're talking about all of these 19 peoplein D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the
20 words, too many words. Those are the official 20 communities and see what they haveto say. They're
21 bureaucratic words. The first thing we're talking about 21 important. And so that's why we're here.
22 isthe proposed program for 2012 to 2017. "Proposed," 22 Next slide, please.
23 that'sakeyword. Along with the proposed programisa 23 Where we are in the process. And, in fact, |
24 draft environmental impact statement, or a draft EIS. 24 I'm going to walk up here alittle bit so | can touch
25 So what we're talking about tonight is a proposed 25 things. We're at the very beginning of this five-year
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1 planfor 2012 to 2017. It'svery broad. Okay? It'sa 1 MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: Why isit only 25
2 broad document. 2 miles? If you do too much seismic explorations, you
3 Then would come alease sale phase that 3 destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two
4 Mr. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have afive-year 4 months of microscopic animals that the endangered
5 plan, which is still not complete, then there may or may 5 speciesanimals eat aready during the seismic
6 not beleasesalesinit. Well, if the Secretary 6 explorations. And if you only have a 25-mile buffer and
7 decides those lease sales should proceed, then we have a 7 then you do another five years of seismic exploration,
8 process for public input. We come back up here. We 8 you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the
9 talk to the communities. You saw uslast year, two 9 endangered species animals, they won't have any places
10 yearsago, threeyearsago. Thisiswhat's going on. 10 to go feed l€ft.
11 You need to know what's going on. So that's why we come 11 DR. JIM KENDALL: That'savery good question.
12 back. 12 Thisisnot --
13 And then it proceeds through exploration, 13 MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: | would ask you to
14 production, and decommissioning. If any of this occurs, 14 extend that to 200 miles.
15 thenit hasto be returned to the way it was. 15 DR. JIM KENDALL: Wéll, it'snot writtenin
16 Next dide, please. 16 stoneyet. So that'sagood comment. And we need your
17 What isin this proposed plan right now? 17 name. Your name, sir?
18 Wéll, right now there are six areas included; alittle 18 MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: My nameis Nuvuk
19 dliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Gulf 19 Kunag.
20 of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the 20 DR. JIM KENDALL: Good. See, that'swhat
21 Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas. 21 weregetting at. Thisisthe new way. Right now,
22 If you've been following the process, a couple 22 that'swhat it isin this proposed document. Right now
23 of years ago there was a draft proposed program that had 23 aswe speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking
24 moreareasinit. And aswe start moving toward a 24 these comments, we're taking the science that's been
25 final, and we're not there yet, areas disappear for one 25 done, and we want to take in traditional knowledge --
Page 15 Page 17
1 reason or another and there'salot of discussion that 1 sometimes| call it traditional science -- on what areas
2 goeson. 2 should also be red.
3 Next dide, please. 3 As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,
4 So probably what we're really interested in 4 these whole areas were offered up for lease. That's not
5 tonight isthe Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi. Now, I'm 5 going to happen. Right now we're looking at where are
6 going to repeat some of the things that Director 6 the whale migration routes, where are specia
7 Beaudreau said because these are very important. There 7 subsistence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.
8 isone sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for 8 And if welook at those areas and we look at
9 the Chukchi for 2016. Those have been intentionally 9 where there's some oil and gas, we want to de-conflict
10 been pushed toward the end of the program so there's 10 aress, where are areas that maybe oil and gas could
11 moretime for discussion, there's more time for more 11 occur and not impact subsistence and the whale
12 science, there's more timeto look at infrastructure. 12 migrations and things and where should it not occur.
13 All the things people are concerned with, we have got 13 So your question isright on and the last
14 timeto consider even if they end up in the plan. 14 chapter isnot written yet. So you'reright on.
15 Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are 15 Next dlide, please.
16 some areas that have already been taken out of the plan. 16 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Excuse me?
17 Thisred areahereisadeferral, 25 miles. Off of 17 DR. JIM KENDALL: Hello?
18 Barrow, there's alittle area here and an area here off 18 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Excuse me. Hello?
19 of Kaktovik. It'saready been decided that nothing 19 DR.JIM KENDALL: Yes. Helo.
20 should occur there. There will be no lease sale there. 20 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: For those of usthat arein
21 But that's not the end, and thisis where 21 thevillages, would you have the people come up to the
22 Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting 22 mic, please, so we could hear their comments, too?
23 together anew way of doing business. We've been doing 23 Thank you.
24 science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but 24 DR.JIM KENDALL: Okay. Thank you. We're not
25 NOAA, USGS-- sir? 25 really to the public comment period yet. And when we
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1 do, wewill have amic. But the gentleman had avery 1 want acookie cutter. There hasto beaway of pulling
2 good comment about the slide, so | didn't want to put 2 al the science together and all the people that are
3 him off until the comment period. We're only going to 3 doing thework. For example, this document here, this
4 have afew more minutes here. 4 massive document, it's not just us. NOAA wasa
5 Next dide. 5 cooperating agency. They helped with it. The State of
6 Just so you know, also Cook Inletis 6 Alaskahelped with it. And last but not least, the
7 considered. That would be an industry interest only 7 North Slope Borough helped us with this document.
8 sdle, that if thereis any substantial interest by 8 So in terms of unifying environmental
9 industry to actually have asdein there. Thenwe 9 analysis, we want to make sure that anybody that has
10 would start the process within terms of the National 10 information or can contribute to the document has their
11 Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera. But 11 say sowedon't missanything. Because when Director
12 we're not going to extend resourcesin an area where no 12 Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,
13 oneisinterested in terms of industry, because those 13 the ultimate decision-maker, they can lay the
14 are resources we can devote to other areas where there 14 information out and show the Secretary what has been
15 may beinterest. 15 done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be
16 Next dide. 16 made based on the best avail able science, information,
17 This environmental impact statement I'm 17 and traditional knowledge, which is very important in
18 taking about, this book, thisisit here. It's not 18 theArctic.
19 three copiesof it. It'sone document. One 19 Next dlide, please.
20 environmental impact statement, it's three volumes. 20 Some of the thingsthat are in this
21 It'shuge. Sorry about that, but there's alot of 21 document -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect
22 peopleworking on it. 22 of noise, seismic surveying, the noise that comes from
23 What isthis al about? 23 drilling, service vessels. If there was something that
24 Slide. Next. 24 happened after alease sale and there was some
25 It'sto disclose plans. For transparency, we 25 development and some exploration disturbances in terms
Page 19 Page 21
1 want people to know what other people are talking about, 1 of pipeline or anchoring, air emissions, related coastal
2 what industry istalking about, what the government is 2 activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these
3 talking about, what others are talking about. So we 3 arethingsthat have to be discussed up front and
4 want everybody to know what people are talking about. 4 they'rein this document.
5 Next. 5 Next.
6 It'salso to involve the public. 6 And thelist goeson. Marine and coastal
7 Congratulations, you are now part of the process. 7 birds, fisheries, marine mammalss, ecological resources,
8 Next dide. 8 socioeconomics, subsistence. They're in the document.
9 To identify and evaluate dternatives. There 9 Wethink it's agood document, but it's not perfect. We
10 are some aternatives, | believe, over on that wall. 10 want help withit. So that's why it's out for review
11 Now, sincethisisa proposed document, nothing is 11 and for anybody to comment. What did we miss? Did we
12 written in stone, and things may go away. It may be 12 miss some citations? Does traditional knowledge say
13 that as we move through the process -- we talked to 13 something that we ought to have in this document?
14 people, we looked at the science, we considered 14 That'swhat thisisall about.
15 traditional knowledge -- through all these areas, the 15 Next.
16 areaswhere alease sale might occur and the number of 16 Deepwater Horizon. Director Beaudreau
17 sdesmay change. Okay? Soit's not finished. 17 mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was avery bad
18 Next. 18 accident in the Gulf of Mexico, atragedy, 11 people
19 To avoid negative effects. That'sright, sir, 19 died, alot of ail in the water, 5 million barrels, a
20 wedon't want damage to the environment. We don't want 20 lot of pollution. That cannot be allowed to happen
21 damage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera. 21 again.
22 That's part of thelaw. So that is considered in this 22 So not only was our agency, the previous MM S,
23 document. 23 restructured, but there's been new laws and regulations,
24 Next. 24 new things have been discussed. For example, many of
25 And to unify environmental analysis. We don't 25 you, if not al, are aware that Shell wantsto drill in
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1 theArctic. Well, instead of waiting to build that 1 with the best information to make the best decision for
2 capping containment system that they built in the Gulf 2 everybody. So that'swhy we're here tonight.
3 while everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to 3 And you've probably heard too much of me
4 have one ready to go in the Arcticimmediately. So 4 gpeaking, but before we get right into the public
5 thingslikethat are considered. There hastobea 5 comment period, | understand there are some
6 third party verifying that a blowout preventer works. 6 representatives of the local areainvolved here.
7 Sothere'sbeen alot of changes to make sure that 7 And, Emma, | know | asked you to give me a
8 tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the 8 list, and you're on that last, but because we'rein the
9 document. 9 North Slope Borough and thisis your chambers, would you
10 Next. 10 mind giving your opening comments and then introducing
11 I'm about to end. I'vetalked too much. But 11 our next colleagues from the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
12 to giveyou an idea of what this processislike -- hit 12 Commission?
13 the dlide -- we started for this August of 2008 knowing 13 MS. EMMA POKON: Thank you. Good evening. My
14 that the current five-year plan endsin 2012 and a new 14 nameis Emma Pokon, E-m-m-a P-0-k-o0-n. I'm an assistant
15 onehasto start. We started this processin 2008 and 15 attorney for the North Slope Borough.
16 therewas adraft proposed program in January of 2009. 16 On behalf of the North Slope Borough, | wanted
17 Not so fast. 17 to say thank you for coming to Barrow. Thank you for
18 MR. MIKE HALLER: Sorry. 18 traveling around the North Slope and visiting the
19 DR. JIM KENDALL: And then from January 2009 19 communities that would be affected by any activity
20 to March 2011, we collected more information. So now 20 offshore. Wethink it's really important that the
21 you have the proposed program, not afinal, and a draft 21 agency hears from community members, from the residents,
22 EIS. 22 and understands what their concerns are. So thank you
23 Next. 23 for making an effort to do that.
24 And from November through January 2012, we're 24 Like many of our residents, the North Slope
25 collecting comments on this document so that we can make 25 Borough is concerned about offshore development. We met
Page 23 Page 25
1 it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the 1 earlier today. We'll continue to beinvolved in the
2 Secretary of the Interior, they have the best 2 NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submit
3 information, the best science, the best traditional 3 formal written comments during the comment period.
4 knowledge, the best economic analysis, so a decision can 4 We're here because of the five-year plan, but
5 be made that everybody knows how it was made. 5 | also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge
6 Next. 6 encouragement that we received today, encouragement that
7 And sometime next year, late next year, we 7 our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is
8 will have afina program that may look very different 8 listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that
9 from the one now in terms of the sizes of the areas. It 9 weveraised.
10 may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified. And 10 Today there was a conditional approval of
11 then well have anew and improved EIS. And dl that 11 Shell's Chukchi Sea exploration plan. But among the
12 will go to the Secretary and to the Congress. And 12 conditions on the approval was arequirement that Shell
13 that'swhat the law requires. We're going to take 13 cease drilling into zones capable of flowing liquid
14 advantage of thistime to make sure it's the absolute 14 hydrocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date
15 best documents and plan we can come up with. 15 of ice encroachment, on September 24th. Thisisan
16 Next. 16 important step in the right direction, and so | wanted
17 And then finaly, last dide. It'sinthe 17 totake amoment to say thank you and also to
18 document, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging 18 acknowledge that we think that this signals that the
19 somewhere, you can go to our web site and look at the 19 agency islistening to the comments that the public
20 document and submit comments. Y ou can send comments to 20 offers at these meetings and work that the borough and
21 Mr. James Bennett. You can take one of the discs. And 21 other entities put into in reviewing these documents.
22 we've got acouple of copies of the big document that 22 So, again, thank you and welcome to Barrow.
23 Rob has. 23 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.
24 So our goal hereisfor people to know what's 24 MS. EMMA POKON: Johnny Aiken is the executive
25 being discussed and help us provide the decision-maker 25 director of AEWC, and | believe he has a statement that
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he wanted to make this evening.

MR. JOHNNY AIKEN: Isit okay if | sit here?

DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Yeah. Absolutely.

MR. JOHNNY AIKEN: Thank you. Good evening,
Mr. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues. For
the record, my name is Johnny Aiken, executive director
of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.

First of all, | would like to congratulate you
on your new position and to welcome you to Barrow.
First, let me say that we really appreciate you coming
to our community to talk with us on some of the issues
that are important to us.

The work you are doing is very important
because it can have a significant effect on all of us
here on the North Slope. We appreciate having this
opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our
issues. | aso thank you for visiting with Harry Brower
and | yesterday and being able to talk with us and your
colleagues on a one-on-one basis. | hope you have
enjoyed your stay so far in Barrow.

| want to start by making it very clear to you
what AEWC'sjobis. Our job isto protect the bowhead
whale and its habitat, and the bowhead whal e subsistence
hunt especially. That iswhy AEWC was formed and that
iswhat everyonein our communities looksto usto do.
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you may have seen these past few days. Not asremote as
it used to be, but still pretty remote. If we don't

find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get

done and we will not have survived up here for all this
time.

The AEWC devel oped the Conflict Avoidance
Agreement by working every year with the offshore
operators who were coming up here. Every year we have
had to learn about their operations and observe their
impacts to our whales and our hunting. And we had to
develop mitigation measures that would work for our
whalers and also the industry.

This hasn't always been easy and sometimes we
don't see thingsin the same way and end up in serious
disagreements, but we just keep doing this because they
want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our
whaling.

We have had to figure out how to share that
areawith the industry and to make sure that the habitat
out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can
keep hunting them. The Conflict Avoidance Agreement is
the best tool we have for making all of thiswork. And
the industry has been able to get alot done under the
Conflict Avoidance Agreement while the whalers are
assured that there will be no interference with the
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AEWC represents 11 villages from -- all the
way down from the St. Lawrence Island to the Village of
Kaktovik in the east. We have tried not to get involved
with supporting or opposing oil and gas development, and
we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead
whale and its habitat. And that iswhat AEWC has always
done since we were first formed in 1977.

In the last few years, we have been seeing a
significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.
The last time we saw this much interest in offshore oil
and gas exploration and development was in the 1980s,
but that died down much to our relief all the way
through the 1990s except for BP's work to develop
Northstar. It was pretty quiet, but there were still
some offshore activity going on every year.

In the 1980s, there were alot of impactsto
our hunters at the villages, especialy in the Village
of Kaktovik and Nuigsut so that the AEWC and those
hunters learned how to deal with those impacts. Our
federal government did not help us very much so we
learned how to work closely and directly with the
industry to develop mitigation measures to keep their
work from interfering with our hunt. Thisisthe way we
do things.

Where we live up here, it's pretty remote, as
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hunt.

There's been alot of exploration in the
Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been
quite abit of development at Northstar and at the
Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and
ExxonMobil. We've worked with all these companies on
their development under the CAA, and we've worked with a
lot more exploration activitiesin both the Beaufort and
the Chukchi Seas.

Sometimes it takes awhile for companies to
learn how to work with us. It took Shell along time
these past few years, but now they seem to be getting it
and they're becoming a pretty good neighbor for us. But
till we have some problems with some of the other oil
companies like ConocoPhillips and Statoil. They don't
want to sign a CAA. Instead, they want to use the Plan
of Cooperation.

It's my understanding that they get the idea
for the Plan of Cooperation from language in the
National Marine Fisheries Service regulations. It's
aso my understanding that the POC language in those
regulations were put in there to get the companies to
work with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and our
whaling captains on the CAA. When that language got put
in there, the federal government was recognizing that
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our CAA isagood approach to helping the industry get
along with the subsistence hunters up here in the
Arctic.

The government wanted the companies to keep
working with us to negotiate mitigation measures that
allow usto share the water. And the federal government
was recognizing that the best people to develop those
mitigation measures are the ones that actually use the
ocean. That means the hunters and the operators.

But now we have these companies that use the
Plan of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell
people what they're going to do without trying to work
out these mitigation measures. They show up and get
people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out
information and then leave. They are using the POC asa
backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was meant
to do. We are very disappointed with this.

We suspect that the oil companies aretelling
the federal government that they have worked with the
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deferral areaeast off Cross Island, and I'm sure that
AEWC is going to support them on that.

| don't know for sure how the other villages
feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik
and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but
we will have our whaling convention in February and we
can ask the villages at that time if they want any input
onthisissue. | would like to be able to get back with
you with that information after we have talked with them
in February.

We need the -- we also need the federal
government to keep supporting good research up here. We
need the right kind of research on cumulative impacts,
because we have to be concerned about keeping our
ecosystem healthy.

So we would like to be able to work with you
on al theseissues, and | hope you will take our
concerns seriously. | stress very strongly, though,
that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it

20 villages when they give you their reportsin regardsto 20 asthe best and only tool that our community depends on.
21 the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs. The POC isnot an 21 AEWC will be submitting formal commentsto
22 agreement between the villages and the oil industry. It 22 your agency when the time comes. And, again, thank you
23 really doesn't mean anything to the whaling captains up 23 for visiting with usand | would like to wish all of you
24 here. 24 aMerry Christmas and a Happy New Y ear.
25 Thisis not a helpful way to go, and we need 25 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Johnny.
Page 31 Page 33

1 your agency and the NMFS to help us push them, come to 1 Before we go into the general comments, I'd

2 thetable, and signthe CAA. The CAA isthe best way 2 liketo seeif there are eldersin this audience as well

3 for dl, the ail industry and the whalers, to get along 3 asinthevillagesthat are on line to offer testimony

4 and get some work done. It's been working since 1985 4 and comment first.

5 when the CAA was first negotiated and still working. | 5 So, Johnny, could you help me? Isthere

6 think that says alot because in the beginning we did 6 anyonein the audience, an elder, that would like to

7 not get along, and | thought both Shell and AEWC would 7 comment?

8 never be able to work together on these issues. 8 We'redtill on ling, folks, in the villages.

9 We also have developed an Oil Spill Mitigation 9 We'rejust having alittle side discussion here.
10 Agreement for drilling activities. We first worked this 10 MS. NELLIE NANAUQ: (Speaking in Inupiat.)
11 out with BP for the Northstar project. With BPiit's 11 MS. LOUISA RILEY: Didyou guys need a
12 called the Good Neighbor Policy. But with the other 12 trandation?
13 companies, we have started calling it the Oil Spill 13 DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Yes, please.
14 Mitigation Agreement because people have begun to use 14 DR.JIM KENDALL: That would be wonderful.
15 thetitle of Good Neighbor Policy to mean other things 15 MS. LOUISA RILEY: Now you know what we've
16 besidesthe oil spill mitigation. 16 been through. To giveyou alittle bit of an example,
17 With this agreement, we have an insurance 17 that'swhat happened to us. Y ou know, to give you some
18 policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other 18 example, | was anine-year-old girl and went through the
19 areasto hunt if our resources are not availablein 19 same experience being in a boarding school.
20 traditional hunting areas. | certainly hope that we 20 | didn't realize | was going to trandate
21 will never need to use this, but it is very important to 21 her -- by theway, my nameis LouisaRiley. She
22 havein therein case something happened. 22 explained -- | mean, she told you her Inupiag name and
23 The other thing we need to work on with you is 23 adsothat she'slived al her life and knows all the
24 making sure we have the deferral areas removed. | know 24 traditional knowledge about -- and we do have people

N
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that Nuigsut has already told you that they need a

N
a1

that live here that has those knowledges. And to use
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1 them as getting all the information, that is very 1 things, you don't have -- budget money to explain to
2 important. 2 people. You have to have the seismic exploration, and
3 Y ou know, I've heard alot of our elders. | 3 you're playing games in the polar Arctic waters.
4 myself isan elder intraining. 1'm avery young elder 4 And if you do too much destructive damages on
5 intraining. And that's how we learn, from our elders. 5 thelifecyclein the polar Arctic, then you're reducing
6 And soitisan honor for meto translate what she 6 the fresh food that supplies the different areas of
7 said-- and | wish | had thought of it, but she said 7 different countries from our polar Arctic region, not
8 that we do have alot of people that knows the 8 just for our Alaskaregion. And that's one part that
9 knowledge. We do have people that work with the Inupiag 9 people don't understand very good.
10 people. You know, we are the Inupiaq people up here. 10 | -- asan Inupiag person, | am not in love
11 Wearetheorigina people up here. 11 with watching my own future generations going to end up
12 So there are some workers that are here -- I'm 12 having to see some of the things that we are seeing.
13 glad to have met you, too, so | could identify who you 13 It'snot going to happen at the moment, but it's
14 are, because there's always -- so much changes. 14 developing slowly whereit will become along-term
15 But the other is, you know, seasonal. You 15 effect. Just exactly the same way -- before | went to
16 know, she was talking about the seasonal changesin the 16 school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe
17 ocean and to have that knowledge from people that know 17 Bay, | wasableto run around the North Slope country on
18 that. Sothat'swhat | have on here. 18 adog team moving reindeer near here with friends and
19 DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Thank you. 19 relatives. | can't even do that.
20 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much. Thank 20 The places where | hunt and fish in Prudhoe
21 you. And her comments have been recorded so we can get 21 Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff
22 further trandations later. So thank you. 22 likethat. Fifteenyearsago | went over there to do
23 Are there any other elders in the chamber 23 some hunting, and the security said that | don't belong
24 beforel go to thevillages for elders? 24 there. I'm Inupiag in my own Inupiag country and they
25 MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: Good evening. My |25 tell methat | don't belong there.
Page 35 Page 37
1 nicknameis Johnnie Brower. My Inupiag nameis Nuvuk 1 The concept of the Inupiag country that I'm
2 Kunag. There aretwo thingsthat | don't like about 2 talking about is altogether a separate entity that's not
3 thismeeting. First, the rules and regulations within 3 with the United States nor the Russians. My ancestors
4 the State of Alaskaboundary. Second, the federal 4 going back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the
5 sector for the federally recognized tribes. 5 Arctic Ocean coastal line was 12,500 years ago? Does
6 I'm more in favor of the rules and regulations 6 anybody in Washington, D.C., who imposes all these
7 that would be imposed on these matters by the federally 7 things, know these things and how much my peopl€'s
8 recognized tribal sectors because they have ability to 8 ancestors -- my ancestors and my people on how far their
9 put things up the way | would like to seethem. The 9 history and language goes back in time?
10 North Slope Borough has a State boundary limit, which is 10 | am really appalled in the way -- how some of
11 okay for land-based people living on land. 11 thesethings have been conducted since the oil was
12 One of the bigger concernsthat | have that 12 discovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by means| -- I'm
13 I'm not too fond of is after the seismic explorations 13 not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has
14 took place for a couple of months -- you know what a 14 devastated me, my people, my culture, our way of life,
15 black tideis compared to abluetide and ared tide? 15 and we're still trying to explain that we would like to
16 The black tide isthe dead matter of all -- all 16 keep our way of life and our culture and our food
17 microscopic animals that our endangered species animals 17 sourcesin ahealthy condition so we can live healthy in
18 eat. It'sacombined mixture of the -- when it's 18 our future generations to come so that they may live a
19 aready dead, it collects and mingles with the algae and 19 hedlthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people
20 other microscopic animals and it becomes larger and 20 and say, "We need this, we need that."
21 larger. And these were reported as black sheens and 21 I would more or less like to see something
22 black tidesin our Arctic waters. 22 that Bill Clinton introduced to our country saying thank
23 And when thiskind of thing getsinto areas 23 you to the Native American society in North Americain
24 where seals, walruses, and other animals flourish and 24 the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country

N
ol

eat and migrate to and travel from, these kind of

25

over yours. And one of these days I'd like to see the
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1 Native society say, "Okay, United States, timeistime, 1 DR. JIM KENDALL: And I know you're one of the
2 enough is enough, you've done too much.” 2 very knowledgeable elders here, and | hate to put you on
3 | think it's about time you need to pay rent. 3 the spot, but | know you're busy.
4 Your lease or your amount of time that you have occupied 4 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay. You've got meon
5 my Native country, you need to pay money so we could get 5 the spot.
6 some revenues into our account that our families really 6 DR.JIM KENDALL: I've got you on the spot.
7 needreally bad. Thank you. 7 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay. Thisisthe
8 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much. Thank 8 EIS--right --
9 you for your comments. 9 DR. JIM KENDALL: Correct.
10 Any other elders that would like to speak 10 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: -- for the five-year
11 before| ask for eldersin the region -- in the other 11 plan?
12 villages? 12 DR.JIM KENDALL: Five-year planthat'sa
13 Okay. With that, Kaktovik, | believe you're 13 draft.
14 ontheline. Arethereany eldersthat would like to 14 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: And some of the limits
15 speak before | get to public comments? 15 onthe gray water, or the polluted water, to be dumped
16 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: No. Theresnone herein 16 inthewater has already been increased so you could do
17 Kaktovik. 17 more dumping in the ocean; is that right?
18 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. 18 DR. JIM KENDALL: No. | don't think so, no.
19 | guess Nuigsut ison theline. Any eldersin 19 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: It hasn't passed yet?
20 Nuigsut that would like to speak first, please? 20 DR.JIM KENDALL: No.
21 Wainwright? Arethere any eldersin 21 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay. You've aways
22 Wainwright that would like to speak? 22 known how | thought and felt about you, the federal
23 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Good evening. No elders 23 government, attempting to go out in the Arctic Ocean.
24 here. 24 That ocean iswhat feeds us and keeps us, you know,
25 DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay. Thank you. 25 healthy with the harvest we get from the marine mammals
Page 39 Page 41
1 And there was one other village that | missed. 1 inthe ocean.
2 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Point Lay. 2 And the industry talks about how safe they can
3 DR. JIM KENDALL: Point Lay. Point Lay? 3 operate now. The safety of that operation they do, they
4 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: None here at thistime. 4 talk about oil boomersthey could use, which don't work
5 Thank you. 5 when the current gets over three knots because the il
6 DR. JIM KENDALL: Anaktuvuk Pass, | understand 6 startsto go over it and under it.
7 you'reontheline. Any eldersthat would like to speak 7 And when you look at vessels and ice
8 first? 8 conditions, the United States had two icebreakers. One
9 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: There's none here at this 9 isbroken down for more than ayear and the one that was
10 time. Thanks. 10 working went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts
11 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. 11 inorder soit could come back. That isnot a, you
12 And before we move to the general public, an 12 know, very safe backup for attempting to go out in the
13 elder just walked in. 13 ocean.
14 George, I'll let you write. | don't want to 14 And you understand the ocean's going around in
15 missyou. 15 acirclearound the Arctic Ocean? A big piece of ice
16 George Edwardson just walked in. And before 16 sitsout herein the front, ten years later it comes
17 weopenit, | would like George to finish signing in and 17 back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice
18 seeif he has any comments, because | know he knows what 18 around and how cold temperatures are. Inthe warm
19 we'reherefor. 19 waterswhen oil goesinto the ocean, it breaks itself
20 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Could you tell mewhat |20 apart and the lighter ends disappear and makesit a
21 it'sabout? 21 little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.
22 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George. We're 22 And just to give you an example, in 1942 when
23 hereto discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to 23 they were building new lines 50 milesto the east of
24 2017. 24 here, aLiberty ship ran aground. And in order to save
25 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay. 25 it, they had to dump the bunker ail into the oceanin
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order to float it to saveit. And they did save the
boat. But every time a storm hits that high water mark,
it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in
theinlet and then it startskilling all over again.
Thisisover -- pretty close 70 years ago now. till is
toxic.

And it isascary thing you do when you sit
down and come up with afive-year plan to go offshore.
And as a people, we have been telling you over and over
all these years, no, no, but nobody can seem to hear.
We must not be speaking the same language.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George.

Now we're going to open it up for general
public comments. How about if we start with the very
back row? Would anyone in the very back row like to
make a comment?

And your name, please?

MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.: My nameisBill Tracey,
and | don't care how you spell it.

| came here tonight -- | guess I've said this
before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and mammals
that can't be here tonight. I've had the distinct
privilege of spending entire weekends and months with
walruses that have hauled out onto the shores of Point
Lay. You showed adlide earlier and it showed ared
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I had lunch with 20,000 walruses. | got to
watch them, like | wastelling you, for hours and hours
and days and days. My wifeand|. My wifeison line
from Point Lay right now.

We found ways to get close to them. We
observed them. We photographed them. We shared those
photographs so that other people wouldn't have to make
their way there and disturb them and probably cause some
sort of stampede.

We were finding hundreds of dead walruses,
mostly juveniles. Their population in the next couple
of yearsis going to be very sad because so many
juveniles have died because they're on land. | guess
this summer the closest ice to the walruses was over
700 miles away. There was no way that they could use
that ice. | mentioned that we noticed that these
animals were getting sick, there were sores. Scores of
them were dead.

And | want to mention something about the
belugas, too. Point Lay hunters have been harvesting
belugas for aslong as I've been there, and | have only
been there since 1973. Point Lay's history goes way
back, and belugas was one of the mainstays there.

This year, the animals seem to be a different
group. And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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buffer zone of 25 miles up from Point Lay to Wainwright.
We appreciate that. The walruses appreciate that. But
it'srealy not enough.

These animals are hauling out because there
isn't any moreice nearby that they can rest on, where
they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.
They find themselves making their way to land and
spending one month, and it's working towards two months
now, of every year looking for a place to rest.

These animals, when they beach themselves,
they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.
They'resick. We'refinding soresall over these
walruses, al over the seals, along with the belugas.

Point Lay is another area where belugas really
like to conjugate. There's alagoon system there. This
lagoon system is about 100 mileslong. It's pretty
unigque. It's got more water fowl and sea mammals than
anywhere elsein theworld. They spend their summers
there.

These areas are very sensitive, along with
thousands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea
and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik. All
these shorelines are used. So in order to get to these
shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper
waters to make their way north to south and back.
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the belugas that they were normally seeing were much
larger. Thisisagroup of -- apod of belugas that
were mature but smaller. So we're not sure where this
group actualy came from.

A lot of strange things happened. That
barrier island that makes the Kasegaluk Lagoon islosing
ground. Theerosion istremendous. The shorelines are
falling into the sea. | really hate to see, you know,
what's going to happen once we lose that Kasegal uk
Lagoon. And | think we will loseit. We've already had
acouple of homesfall into the ocean because of the
erosion.

But back to the animals. Where some of the
present lease sales have aready been purchased, it's
just 90, not quite 100, miles west of Point Lay where
the walruses are hauling out. We believe that the
walruses are going out that far and foraging. They like
to hit that Hanna Shoal area. It's very shallow and
rich in nutrients for these animals.

If they're making it out that far and we're
alowing drilling muds and that sort of thing to be
dumped -- isthat a good word? -- deposited on the sea
floor, I'm afraid that that's an dien material that's
going to do damage to these animals. If not to them
directly, indirectly through microorganisms that they're
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1 feeding on. | don't know how much study has gone into 1 And with that, I'd like to thank you folks for
2 that. 2 coming and doing just that. You're listening to us,
3 We heard alittle bit earlier about the black 3 you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.
4 tide. | likethat term. And one thought that | had was 4 Sothank you. Thanks for this opportunity to speak.
5 the seaice that's melting has held these microorganisms 5 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your
6 and algaes for thousands of years and now that theice 6 comments. Thank you.
7 ismelting and receding, this stuff is being released 7 Anybody else in the back row, because I'm
8 and it'smaking its way to our shorelines. It's making 8 going to move it to the second row now.
9 itsway into the stomachs of these animals. | could be 9 MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E: Sure. I'm ready now.
10 wrong, but prove mewrong. Realy. 10 You caught me off guard last time.
11 There's just so much going on up here that | 11 Hi. Good evening. Qaiyaan Su'esu'e for the
12 readlly don't think it'stime that we jump to any 12 record, Q-a&i-y-aan S-u-e-s-u-e.
13 conclusionsthat we're ready to drill. Maybe we are; 13 Good evening, teleconference land, from
14 maybewe aren't. But when there's always that question, 14 Utgiagvik. It's good to be home.
15 you want to err on the good side. 15 | want to, first of al, thank BOEM folks for
16 | think we need some more science up here, and 16 being here. Asyou know, it's been quite ajourney the
17 1 think we need to really watch what these animals are 17 past couple weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the
18 doing. They're crying for help. There'sjust so much 18 chance to attend various public hearings and hear
19 activity up here, so much is going on. Just in the 40 19 comments from other villages and other regions as well.
20 yearsthat I've been here, it'slike day and night. 20 Along theroad | have always liked to provide
21 Prudhoe Bay isacity now, if you will, and they're 21 my own comment on behalf of my subsistence way of life,
22 proposing more roads. 22 my upbringing, and what | have a feeling most of my
23 The oceans here are becoming ice free. Those 23 peersand fellow Inupiagq have the same feeling as, which
24 arethe new highways. We're going to have more traffic 24 s, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes
25 uphere. Arewe ready for it? No. We can't help 25 more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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1 trafficin need out there. We don't have the 1 look very closely at therisksinvolved, which, again,
2 icebreakers. We don't have the ships. We don't have 2 arethefact that thereis very little proven cleanup
3 the Coast Guard up here. We don't have deep water. |If 3 methodology. There'svery little baseline science yet.
4 aship, if avessd isintrouble, one of the optionsis 4 There'svery limited infrastructure that we have to work
5 to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water 5 with. Those are some main obvious things that need to
6 ports here. 6 betaken into consideration.
7 | can goonand on. There'sjust so much 7 Also, | -- with the news today hearing that
8 going on up here, and it's happening so fast that | 8 BOEM conditionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it
9 think we need to slow down and, you know, count our 9 redly isgood to know that our public comments and
10 blessingsredly. Sofar so good. We haven't had any 10 concerns of our tribal governments and organizations are
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major incidents. We don't want any major incidents. We
want everybody to do their best. We want technology to
catch up. We're not asking for awholelot.

Mr. Brower stated that -- and others that the
ocean isour garden. All our food, amagjority of our
food, is coming from the ocean. If that were to change,
how do we deal with that? We don't do well living on
hotdogs. Thewhaleis part of this heritage, this
culture, along with all the other animals.

And respect iswhy everybody is still here,
why things work here. They respect theland. They
respect the ocean. They respect the animals. They
respect each other. And we would like to respect
everybody that comes here and says that they're here to
listen to us, to work with us.
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G DN WNREPOOOWOWNOOTANWNLR

being heard. And it gives me hope that with the new
BOEM administration -- it gives the public hope that
we're -- our voices are heard. So thank you for this
opportunity to publicly comment.

Some of the things that I've noticed
throughout attending different hearings -- and | would
like to pass this message along from folksin the
villages who have brought me to the side and asked me
over and over, "Who are they now? Which group isthis?
What are they doing here?" | think some of the most
beneficial things to improve the process, at least with
the -- in going through the EIS, the public comment
period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the
public are better educated in what meetings we will be
attending.
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| noticed coming back to Barrow and asking,
you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the meeting?"

"What meeting?'

So | think more public awareness and maybe
perhaps an educator from BOEM rather than sending
individuals trying to scramble and figure out, who are
they now, what are they here for, what process, what
step arewein. It would be beneficial to spend the
time and effort to have more outreach to the communities
on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind
of meeting we'rein today.

And | think that's about it for now. That's
al | canthink of. | have spoken so much | just have
run out of words. But I'm just really glad to be home,
and welcome you here. It's so good to hear AEWC
comments and from our elders. Andwhat | can say asa
young person is, | was born and raised as well to listen
to our elders. Federal government or ayoung adult,
listen to our elders. Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.

And | believe, gentleman, you had your hand up
inrow two? Your name please?

MR. DUKE MORROW: Good evening. Hi. Duke
Morrow. | just have a question about process. Were
sitting here tonight -- 1'd like to congratulate all the
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overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par

with the officials responsible for the leasing program,
has an equal say in the five-year program and any
potential lease sale with the folks who organize and

plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --
provide avoice for environmental science and make sure
that we're striking the appropriate balances.

We made that person a career official, and so
he -- or in the future maybe she -- is embedded, his
career, his professional -- there's continuity across
administrations and by our design, we hope, isn't
affected by the politics at the moment.

One of the -- when we were speaking with the
borough earlier today, one of our tasks early onisto
establish BOEM's reputation; what is BOEM, what are we
known for, how do we want people to think of us? And it
is fundamentally as a scientific organization;
geologists, geophysicists, biologists, marine mammal
specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,
anthropologists. But the common theme there is our
decision-making has to be grounded in the data, in the
science.

| get asked by politicians, | get asked by
reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guysin a bad
spot? You've got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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people from BOEM for being here and the efforts they're
putting in to educate us on this five-year plan. But,
in fact, BOEM is here because of apolitical reality due
to an oil spill last year. Had that not happened, we
would be talking to different people under different
circumstances. So what happens next year when there's a
changein the political realities?

DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Soyou're
absolutely right. If there wasn't an oil spill, one
person who wouldn't be here would be me. The whole
reason | came to the Interior Department was because my
partner, Mike Bromwich, and | were asked by the
President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior
Department to implement these reforms.

And the changes we made to offshore oil and
gas oversight in terms of the structure of BOEM, the
structure at BSEE, are meant to be lasting changes. Let
me give you one example: Lasting changes that won't
sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and
whichever party isin power and that sort of thing.

And I'll give you one example. One of the
most fundamental structural changes we made within BOEM
was the appointment of a chief environmental officer, a
lead scientist who is -- and the first oneis Dr. Alan
Thornhill -- alead scientist who is responsible for

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRRRRRRRRRR
O DN WNROOOWNO®ONWNEPRO

Page 53

you know, don't want to see leasing, you've got
politicians on the other hand who think you're not doing
enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's
right?" And my answer is, the only way is science. The
only way is relying on the data, relying on the
information, allowing that to shape your
decision-making.

That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's
how we arrived at the decision with respect to limiting
the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration
plan. It was based on our assessment of the data, how
long it would take to mount arelief well operation,
open water spill response, the time it would take to cap
and contain that well. And so it wasn't political, it
wasn't influenced one way or the other by what
politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career
staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping
the decision.

And that's the institution we want to build.
And if we do that and if we do our jobsright, it will
be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and flows
depending on who'sin office. But that's what we have
in mind.

DR.JIM KENDALL: Thank you. We're still back
on the second row there. Anybody want to speak?
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MS. DALLAS-LEE BROWER: I'm Dallas-Lee Brower.
And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope
that you will include in your science the traditional
whalers, the traditional ways, with respect because so
often we have observed that the scientists because of
their training and because of their degrees have put
themselves high and above the people here and throughout
Alaskawho have great knowledge, and so | wanted to make
astrong point about that. Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much. | am
the new regional director for Alaska. I'm atrained
scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100
percent right. On my watch, traditional knowledge will
be treated with respect and the people that do science
from my organization will do so, period. It'svery
important. So thank you for your comments.

Anybody elsein -- okay. Sorry.

MR. HARRY BROWER: Good evening. Harry
Brower, resident of Barrow. Born and raised herein
Barrow itself. | have shared with you my different
capacities I've held in Barrow in meetings we've had
here. I'm currently the chairman of the Alaska Eskimo
Whaling Commission, representing our animals around our
villages, and the deputy director for the Department of
Wildlife Management doing research on our resources that
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means -- no mistake -- no pun intended to downplay
anything or anybody or anything like that.

Theleve of interpretation, it hasits
impacts aswell. She was referring back to her
childhood and her parents raising the family along with
her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas
where they did their subsistence activities, and that is
avery significant statement.

Y ou know, we grew up using these resources.
The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,
whales. And then in turn subsisting off those resources
it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.

So when you -- you know, we've changed over
time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've
seen going forward. These are very important things to
keep in mind in our culture. Because if we make any
kind of achange in trying to conduct our subsistence
activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on
whether we survive or die in the midst of things.

We don't allow for mistakes when you're living
hereinthe Arctic. It'savery unforgiving areato be
in. There'sno room for error. Y ou get into
life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.

And that's what we've tried to express over
the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.
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we depend on for subsistence.

In regards to the information you provided and
wanting some feedback, you know, thisisalot of
information that we try to absorb in just a matter of
time since the printing of the document, receiving the
document, looking it over to see what's -- if it'sbeing
reflective of some -- the mgjority of our concerns.
Some are; some aren't. It gives and takesin different
areas of the document.

Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments
from our elders, again, the level of interpretation
that's provided and understanding the document is very
critical in the waysto -- how do we best meet the need,
how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly
take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening
for the very resources that we depend on for
subsistence.

It's-- it was avery unfortunate thing or it
could have been avery positive thing because of what
happened in the Gulf. It depends on how you view it,
and | express your concerns to the thought. | was very
glad Nanaug made her comment about her upcoming, her
lifestyle, subsistence. The ocean provides alot of our
food, and that's the way it's been since as a child
growing up. Thelevel of interpretation was -- by no
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In the beginning | remember my elders indicating, no, we
don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore. No
offshore oil and gas.

Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in
the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see
our federal government regardless of our statements
continue holding lease sales, and yet we -- even though
we'rein opposition, we still like to remain at the
table to be able to help steer the development activity
occurring offshore.

Even though in my mind | say no to offshore
oil and gas, | still want to be at the table to help
steer that activity, regardlessif the participants like
me or not. | still want to be at the table.

So that's where we -- you know, we give and
take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to
the wall and we've got no more room to back up but to
stand at attention, but we'll be there. | make my
comments because of what I've learned over time and
going to these meetings. It's not an easy thing to be
here providing comments.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much, Harry.

Okay. Thethird row down --

MR. HARRY BROWER: I just want to continue.
In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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1 interpretation of the document, you can't expect one 1 that summer. Because in those days, we did not get
2 person to be able to find you awhole length 2 planesevery day like we do today. So that was the
3 of information within a short period of time. It'svery 3 devastation.
4 important for you to come back even -- this one-time 4 I'd like to see socia impact, where once we
5 meeting isn't enough. 5 get that -- we need the oil companiesto help or the
6 The introduction of the document -- thisis 6 government to help, too, take care of our families
7 thefirst introduction of that, basically, by the 7 becauseit devastated us.
8 agency, by the federal government, holding the lease 8 Y ou know, he said 30 years. That's 30, 40, 50
9 sae, and yet we're expected to provide comments within 9 years of so much changes and it's still so much changes,
10 ashort period of time, 45 days. And thisisgoing to 10 and we don't get achanceto really processit in our
11 beimpacting us for the next five years. 11 Inupiag. Youknow, just like when | wastrandlating, |
12 | think it's unfortunate that we're put in 12 haveto think backwards because we speak |nupiaq totally
13 thissituation in terms of providing comments. If that 13 opposite. So when you're speaking to mein English, |
14 time could be lengthened, it would be appropriate, but 14 havetoturnit over again. Sointhat process, welose
15 it'supto, again, our federal government to make those 15 morethan half of what's being said.
16 decisions and how you plan to pan out your offshore ail 16 And like our young -- | love to see our young
17 and gas development into the future. 17 people, you know, being vocal. That gives me warm
18 I think I'll stop here. | seethere's other 18 fuzzies, because there's somebody that's going to take
19 people that want to make comments aswell. | probably 19 over to look out for our future generation. Because
20 could sit here all day and all night talking to you 20 I'veseen and | work with the impact it had on me and my
21 because | just came back from another meeting with 21 families, and beg, borrow, maybe sometimes steal to try
22 onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the morning, and | 22 to get the help for my impacted -- from the oil
23 don't think | want to be here another night, especially 23 companies 40 years ago. So I'd like to see that.
24 aFriday night, until 1:30 in the morning. Thank you. 24 That'smy dream. And | hopein my lifetime. Thank you.
25 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Harry. Alwaysa 25 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very much
Page 59 Page 61
1 pleasure. 1 for your comments.
2 Anybody else in the second row before we go to 2 So we're going to move to row four.
3 thethird row? 3 MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: Good evening. My name
4 MS. LOUISA RILEY: (Spesking in Inupiaqg.) 4 isLeandrade Sousa, S-0-u-s-a, and | work for the
5 Greetings to everybody. 1I'm glad you guys are 5 Department of Wildlife Management for the North Slope
6 here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened. Up 6 Borough. And I'd like to thank you for coming here
7 tomaybe 100 yearsago. Butit'sreally -- | fed like 7 today and listening to the concerns. We have afew
8 we're moving forward. And like Harry said, we till 8 commentsthat I'd like to share.
9 want to be part of it even though it makes us cry. We 9 First, we would like to say that we would
10 could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40, 10 recommend a combination of alternative five and six for
11 50 yearsago, so I'm just glad that we're able to do 11 thedraft PEIS, which would exclude both the Beaufort
12 that. 12 Seaand the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration
13 Most of my life, of my adult life, | have been 13 of the 2012-2017 OCS leasing program, because that would
14 working with my families, our Inupiag families, the 14 be keeping with our strong belief that the potential
15 devastation of what happened to our families. So | 15 risksaretoo great to justify oil and gasleasing in
16 would like to see socia impact for our families. We 16 Arctic waters.
17 didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went 17 However, if the sales are to take place, we do
18 through. 18 support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling
19 To give you an example, | grew up in the 19 deferral areasthat you have, the program, and also the
20 Kaktovik area. After the pipeline was built, one summer 20 25-mile coastal buffer zone. And we also support the
21 the caribous did not go through. Fortunately, my uncle 21 single sale, threeto five period in each planning area.
22 John Hagle (ph), atraditional Inupiag man, had his 22 Wewould also like to emphasize that
23 little store. He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they 23 mitigation measures should be in place similar to the
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sent him 100 cases of turkey. Our Creator was watching
out for us. We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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ones used by BLM in the NPRA process and should require
multiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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1 better understand the localized environment, resource 1 into multiple layers to get a good assessment process.

2 use, and potential risk of operations. 2 It needs to be looking at the wellness of our foods, but

3 And also we would like to request that area 3 aso of our people as awhole.

4 deferred from the past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sales 4 The problem we have in the processis that we

5 not beincluded in areasto be offered for lease in the 5 don't have enough data in our databases to adequately

6 five-year schedule, and that a comparable deferral area 6 assess our concerns for health impacts. There'sbeen a

7 should be added across Cross Island. And also that a 7 lot of effort to go out and research our animals, but to

8 coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 miles instead 8 research us, it didn't happen. We could have learned a

9 of 25 miles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's 9 lot.
10 keeping with the NMFS recommendation of previous 10 But now we know from other health impacts that
11 comments. 11 have been -- health assessments that have been done
12 And aso include a deferral zone over the 12 aready, two spills, that people that are of
13 addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal 13 child-bearing ages should not work in a spill response
14 because the shallow watersin this area and the seaice 14 area. Children should not work in these areas. But
15 dynamics make it arefuge for ice-dependent species, 15 what about us who live and raise our children in these
16 suchasice seals, and -- that goes into the open water 16 areasand our risk factors for these concerns?
17 season when development is happening. 17 We're very concerned about other development
18 And we'd aso like to have more clarity on the 18 activities that have passed that have already
19 leasing program and the leasing sale mitigation measures 19 contaminated some of our foods, and the difficultieswe
20 stating that tankering will not be allowed for the 20 havein assessing some of these issues and following up
21 transport of oil from Arctic OCS planning areas. And 21 some of these assessments. If we didn't have some of
22 also that azero discharge policy will beimplemented in 22 our tribal peopleinvolved in some of these processes,
23 the Chukchi and the Beaufort Seafor all the phases of 23 the government's process to come up with an assessment
24 OCS gas development. Thank you. 24 would have sampled no contaminated lakes. But our
25 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your 25 tribal people asked alot of questions, got involved in
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1 comments. 1 the process, and have been involved continuously.

2 Anybody else in row four before | go on? 2 | went to school to become educated as a

3 Rosemary? State your name for the record, please. 3 physician's assistant. | went through the community

4 MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Rosemary 4 health and training program in our villages. We don't

5 Ahtuangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k. I'velivedin 5 have doctors. Our health aides provide our care. Our

6 Barrow for ayear and ahalf. |'ve had -- about five 6 health aides need to have more exposure to improved

7 yearsbefore, | went to Nuigsut and | spent 24 yearsin 7 education within this process. There'salot of demands

8 Nuigsut. My mom was born and raised up here. We have a 8 and stressthat are being put on them and the amount of

9 strong traditional background. We hunted and harvested 9 carethat they're having to give to our people because
10 from the lands and waters. 10 we're having increased respiratory distress.
11 Thisisvery important for our family. This 11 The disruption it gives to our families when
12 isvery important for our nutritional well balance and 12 we haveto take our children out to be medevaced out to
13 being. | have ason who has diabetes. | know when he's 13 acare center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a
14 eating amore traditional diet he doesn't need as much 14 parent with them. It also takes alot of stressfrom
15 insulin. Thisisconcerning for us because we have so 15 our family members that have to have -- maybe they're a
16 many people that are starting to have trouble with 16 responder for the fire department. Maybe they're the
17 diabetes. 17 person that's sitting for our community on the assembly.
18 We've had a tremendous increase in respiratory 18 When you take them out sick in the medevaced process,
19 illness. We've talked tremendously about thisin many, 19 you're taking them out with al the other hats that they
20 many meetings. We've asked for increased restrictions 20 wear and contribute to this process.
21 togas. We've asked for recognition of the air quality 21 Nuigsut was hit tremendously. We absorbed the
22 concerns near communities that are facing some of these 22 process of going through oil and gas development, and we
23 issues. We've asked support to have a stronger health 23 fedl like Nuigsut was sacrified as the social bowl of

NN
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impact assessment process. We need to have this process
start now. It can't wait. It needs to be incorporated
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assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas
development in the Arctic. People of Cordovafed like

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(16) Page 62 - Page 65

907-258-7100





Public Hearing For Programmatic Five Year
Environmental Impact Statement BOEM

Barrow, Alaska
December 16, 2011

Page 66 Page 68
1 they werein the social bowl! without research related to 1 that the concerns for health are not going to be
2 what happensto an oil spill. Therewasalot of 2 ignored. It's so important that we have a better
3 information that we could have been incorporating into 3 process before us because we have children in our
4 this process to protect our people. 4 communities that feel they don't have hope because their
5 But when | toured the Gulf spill, | still saw 5 families were exposed with previous studies that give
6 thelack of enforcement of protecting measures to help 6 them concerns.
7 protect the people when they're working on the spill. 7 And the tremendous amounts of cancer rates,
8 They were not given regulators. They were not using 8 we've seen that also happen in other communities across
9 them. Peoplethat lived in that area, there were 9 thisNorth Slope. | moved to Barrow just ayear and a
10 hundreds of boats that were put out in this response, 10 half ago and I've had over 20 people tell me about
11 but it just looked like a smattering of aresponse; 11 leukemia. That's atremendous burden to bury in this
12 ineffective placing of booms, nonmaintenance of booms. 12 process.
13 The kind of boats that they have in the Gulf 13 The resources to try to care for that are not
14 are not the kind of boats that we have up here. We 14 existent up here. We haveto travel far away to give
15 don't have those types of ports where we're even going 15 our hopesto try to be treating for that process. It
16 to bring in these kinds of boats to even get some of 16 really compromises stakes for that process. Those
17 thisequipment loaded into these areas. We don't have 17 people are very difficult to even bring back home when
18 areasaong the coast to even initiate some of these 18 they do go through these treatments. The resources to
19 responses, let done staging areas for them to refuel or 19 assess them and to monitor and to help them are very
20 getting any assistance in the process. There's so much 20 limited here. Even if we get this brand-new hospital
21 that we don't have up here. 21 built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal
22 We're not prepared for a process to go through 22 with these kinds of things. Still we're going to have
23 alease sdleright now. There's so much that we need to 23 to go elsewhere.
24 absorb from learning from the Gulf spill that needs to 24 These costs are astronomical, but we know when
25 beincorporated in agood process, not the process that 25 our bodies, the breast milk, is showing contaminants and
Page 67 Page 69
1 hasbeen occurring at thistime. 1 multiple chemicals that are coming from all sorts of
2 We're very concerned because Nuigsut went 2 development activities that are coming down into the
3 through impacts related to loss of harvesting of 3 Arctic and wrecking our air quality up here. Tremendous
4 caribous. We went through changes of the natural 4 amounts of emissions and particul ate matter, nitrous
5 environment that affected our ability to harvest in the 5 oxides and all these other things, that are being
6 Arctic. We went through processes where seismic 6 emitted from oil and gas devel opment have affected many,
7 activity diverted the whale. Nobody helped us through 7 many people.
8 those processes, and it was very difficult for us. 8 Please learn from this process. Please
9 The social impacts that we talked about didn't 9 prevent this from coming up here. We are not ready for
10 get documented in the recording processes that are 10 aleasesale. There should not be a consideration of
11 effectiveto help usin these assessment processes that 11 thisprocessin the Gulf or up here. We have much more
12 arebeforeus. We went through training programs to 12 that we can be doing to build the process.
13 help uswith suicide prevention, and yet the processes 13 We didn't learn from the GS-2 spill and yet
14 are not absorbed into our planning process for these 14 we'refacing thingslike this. During that GS-2 spill
15 different things, and yet we're having tremendous 15 in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,
16 amounts of numbers continue throughout the North Slope 16 Alpineand Liberty. | stood up and opposed the
17 and other communities throughout the Arctic Ocean and 17 Northstar lease sale -- the Northstar development
18 yet the understanding for that. 18 process. And | filed alawsuit for over 17 yearsin
19 I had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked me, 19 that process because | know the risks for our
20 why do | keep talking about these kinds of things, why 20 traditiona and cultural uses are not for sale for the
21 do| presstheseissues about the importance of our 21 federal government's energy needs. Thank you.
22 health and our traditional uses. Shetold meall of her 22 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your
23 femalerelatives have died of cancer. That'sa 23 comments.
24 tremendous burden for meto carry in these processes 24 Y our name, please?
25 because I've got to find away to help and build a hope 25 MS. HEATHER DINGMAN: My nameis Heather
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1 Dingman. That's H-e-a-t-h-e-r D-i-n-g-m-a-n. 1 being, you know, developed. So theindustry's
2 My comment would be on Section 4.3.2 to the 2 consultants were my teachers when | went to school. So
3 health impact assessment, which is described under 3 asapeople, we do know what is going on. We understand
4 Nationa Environmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA 4 what isgoing on. It's no guesswork.
5 regulations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to 5 And when you look at the EIS, it saysif you
6 which the proposed action affects public health or 6 seeit not safe, you cannot do it. Except today the EIS
7 safety.™ It also goeson to state that impacts on 7 isused as an excuse to speed up whatever development,
8 human health can be considered beforehand, public and 8 you know, the impact is being made for. | understand
9 decision-maker awareness can be promoted, and prevention 9 and more than believe your hearts and your intentions
10 or mitigation can be built into the operations. 10 aregood. When you tell usyou're ascientist, you do
11 With that said, at the end of this section, it 11 whatisright, | believe you. But you have bosses that
12 dates, "It would be more appropriate to discuss impacts 12 have other plans.
13 to site-specific populations at the lease sale level 13 When this lease sale was first conducted, the
14 when abetter understanding of who will be affected is 14 United States found out it was not legal so they changed
15 clear.” 15 thelawsin order to make it have the appearance it was
16 And that specific statement, what I'm 16 legal. The moment it was not legal, the lease sale
17 concerned about, how this conclusion cameto be. Were 17 becameinvalid. Yet today we're continuing this EIS
18 health impacts ever evaluated and concluded that it 18 with the intent of continuing with thisillegal sale
19 didn't have a great enough impact to discussin this 19 that had been conducted.
20 EIS? Andisit at BOEM's discretion whether or not to 20 Asaregional tribal government we have never
21 evaluate human health in the EIS? It would seem that 21 received a penny from any oil development. Our
22 BOEM would be concerned to see the link how this plan 22 municipality, the North Slope Borough, received a
23 would affect public health and safety, as NEPA states 23 portion of what they should have coming to them. But as
24 andisquotedinthe EIS. And lastly, an HIA would give 24 atribe, we have never received anything and we are the
25 BOEM abetter understanding of who would be affected. | 25 biggest to lose -- what moneys we receive from the
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1 strongly recommend to BOEM to reconsider implementing an 1 federal government are to do programs to assist our
2 HIA plan. 2 members, our people. And we have to find other moneys
3 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your 3 inorder to come to deal with, you know, hearings like
4 comments. 4 thisright here. We have absolutely no kind of
5 Row four before | go to the -- George? 5 assistance from the federal government, yet you keep
6 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: | forgot to introduce 6 coming and coming and coming at it. Y ou know, what's
7 myself when | wastalking. My name is George Edwardson. 7 rightisright and thisiswrong.
8 I'mthe president of Inupiat Community. 8 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you for your comments,
9 And just to finish off, the EIS, environmental 9 George.
10 impact statement, that means thisis the process you use 10 Okay. Kaktovik? Isthere anyone at Kaktovik
11 to seeif whatever development you're going to do is 11 who would like to speak and make a comment?
12 safeor not safe. Thefirst EIS that came over the 12 Nuigsut? Anyone at Nuigsut who would like to
13 Arctic Ocean was back in the late '80s, and we were 13 make a public comment?
14 guaranteed one and a half major oil spillsthen. We 14 Wainwright? Anyone at Wainwright who would
15 were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi 15 like to make acomment?
16 when they done their first exploration. 16 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: None here.
17 And | forgot to give you my education. I'm a 17 DR. JIM KENDALL: Point Lay? Isanyone at
18 geologist. I'm amining and petroleum technician. | 18 Point Lay? Would they like to make a comment?
19 wasthefirst person to captain the first cleanup boat 19 MS. MARIE TRACEY: Yes. Thank you very much.
20 that ever cameto the State of Alaskain 1968. | wasa 20 My nameisMarie Tracey. Thank you for including us
21 platform operator back then. I've worked in the ail 21 villagesin this teleconference.
22 industry from the days they started their exploration 22 I've never seen such large numbers of walrus
23 until, you know, the pipeline was built. 23 haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.
24 My education was given to me by the 24 We've had belugas herein our village. And when we get
25 consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Qil Field while it was 25 thereport, they show that the beluga continually go to
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1 theareas of the lease sales for industry to explore for 1 I'vegot to say, | realy do appreciate your new
2 oail. I've heard the walrus, when they |ose any members 2 science-based approach. | think it is a much better
3 of their group, it'slike going to afuneral. It'sso 3 system now than what we had under MMS. I'm glad to hear
4 sadtolistento. | have seen them make it to the beach 4 that you seem to value the opinions and the knowledge of
5 and falen asleep right in the surf. Thisiswhen 5 thelocal residents. And it sounds like your approach
6 they'resotired. 6 to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the
7 I know that -- I'd like to |eave this thought 7 Beaufort Seas as long as possible to gather as much
8 with all of you. When we have our Christmas feast in 8 information about those areasis -- you know, that's
9 all our villages, think about what you're going to have 9 well warranted.
10 at that feast and what you're not going to have in five 10 | support the combination of alternatives five
11 andten years from now. Thank you very much. 11 and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
12 MS. CILIA ATTUNGOWRUK: Hi. My nameis Cilia 12 Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this
13 Attungowruk, C-i-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-w-r-u-k. 13 five-year leasing program. And | say that because |
14 And | am strongly not agreeing with the 14 just do not think we're ready. | mean, the people here
15 drilling in the ocean because | have adaughter, and I'm 15 arenot ready for thisto happen. The technology that
16 planning on having aboy. And | want my son to go 16 wehavetowork withisn't there. Therearejust alot
17 fishing and hunting on that ocean. And if they're 17 of thingsthat -- you know, maybe after 2017 start
18 drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are 18 looking at it, but | don't think we're ready.
19 not going to come back. They're going to go around and 19 First and foremost, we cannot clean up an ail
20 away. They have nowhere elseto go but here. Thisis 20 gpill at thispoint. | don't see how anybody can get up

N
[

it. Thank you.
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there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good

22 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much. 22 chance of cleaning up an oil spill. | mean, maybeif it
23 Anyone else at Point Lay? 23 happened on a nice calm warm summer day there would be a
24 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Nobody at thistime. Thank 24 chance, but much more likely it's going to be a horrible
25 you. 25 stormy windy day and you're going to be dealing with
Page 75 Page 77
1 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much. 1 either total seaice cover or partial seaice cover.
2 Let's move to the second row here. 2 And there's just no equipment that's made to work in
3 MR. MIKE HALLER: Anaktuvuk Pass. 3 that.
4 DR. JIM KENDALL: Oh, Anaktuvuk Pass. | 4 Y ou know, you hear of something like Shell ail
5 apologize. 5 saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.
6 Anaktuvuk Pass? Anybody for a public comment? 6 | mean, why would they even say that? That's just
7 MR. LAWRENCE BURRIS: For the record, Lawrence 7 silly. | mean, out of all the big spills| don't think
8 Burris. That first nameis spelled L-a-w-r-e-n-c-¢; 8 they've ever gotten above single digits. | mean, they
9 last name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s. 9 retrieve less than 10 percent of the cil. And the Gulf
10 Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not 10 of Mexico, lessthan 10 percent. Exxon Valdez -- |
11 directly affected by industry activities in the ocean. 11 mean, it just isn't there. We can't clean up a spill.
12 However, through trading and bartering and good will and 12 And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we
13 generosity we do receive marine mammals of subsistence 13 don't have the shipsto even work enough in the Arctic.
14 foods. And, you know, it'simportant to our Inupiaq 14 | mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States
15 brethren on the coast, it'simportant to us herein 15 does not have an icebreaker. | mean, that is absolutely
16 Anaktuvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns 16 pathetic.
17 that are voiced here tonight. And thank you very much. 17 We have one that's sort of a half-baked
18 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much. 18 icebreaker that works alittle bit, but how can we even
19 Anyone el se there? 19 think about banging around out in the Arctic and doing
20 Okay. Let's move to the second row here. 20 things when we don't even have the capability of -- you
21 Next speaker. 21 know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Polar Sea,
22 MR. GEOFF CARROLL: Good evening. My nameis 22 | mean, half the time those things were broken down, had
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Geoff Carroll, G-e-o-f-f C-a-r-r-o-I-l. Lots of double
|etters.
I'd like to thank you for coming tonight. And
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abroken rudder, they had this, they had that. | mean,
how can a country that can't even build a decent
icebreaker think about trying to develop ail in the
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1 Arctic? 1 occurred down there.

2 Another thing, the Coast Guard. | really 2 But in an event hypothetically if something

3 admire the Coast Guard. | admire the people that work 3 like that up here would develop, you don't have an

4 for the Coast Guard, but | think they're the first to 4 industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,

5 say we're not set up to cover what's coming in the 5 you don't have an industrial factory that can manipulate

6 Arctic. They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even 6 and make parts for things up here.

7 the expected traffic that's coming through there. 7 Y ou've heard from other people stating that we

8 They'vereally got to phase up before they're anywhere 8 have some of the state of the art equipment and

9 near ready to deal with the Arctic. 9 material. One person mentioned that an icebreaker made
10 Y ou know, an oil spill at the wrong place, the 10 it to the North Pole but needed some parts to make it
11 wrong time, you know, it could be devastating to 11 back. The country can have insufficient funds just to
12 wildlife populations from everything from bowhead whales 12 promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then
13 to plankton. And | think it's been stated severa times 13 haveto have sufficient funds to be able to transport a
14 the subsistence harvest is extremely important 14 parttoit and then allow it to be able to come back, is
15 nutritionally and culturally to the local population and 15 avery poor ideato one person's imagination.
16 itjustisn't--itisnot worth taking arisk at this 16 To make things allittle bit more
17 time. 17 understandable, these EIS impact statements that's been
18 | don't know, it's probably a poor analogy, 18 going on for quite some time, alot of people come and
19 but a couple months ago they had agreat articlein the 19 go. They make their testimonies and they poured out
20 National Geographic about these guys that were climbing 20 their hearts. Some of them are not here anymore. And
21 these amazing mountains with no ropes. | mean, it was 21 what'sleft of us, we're able to come and visit on the
22 justincredible. But, you know, it's also really crazy. 22 entertainments of your appointments being here.
23 | mean, it'sjust foolish. And | just equate that to 23 For me, | don't like the amount of time that
24 drilling il in the Arctic without being able to clean 24 you guys use when you guys come to the communities. You
25 upanail spill, isthe samething. It'snot -- we're 25 guysmake ahit and run and just take off. The

Page 79 Page 81

1 not thereyet. It'snot time. 1 community, it gets the ideathat people get to say

2 So | guess | would just like to repeat, | 2 things, what they want to say alittle bit, but then

3 would like to support a combination of aternatives five 3 they have alot of serious problemswith it. | wonder

4 and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the 4 what they're going to do after they listen to us.

5 Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year 5 Currently I'm an active member of the

6 plan. 6 Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board herein

7 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you for your comments. 7 the polar Arctic Alaskaregion. I'm not in love with

8 And, sir, | believe you wanted to make a 8 some of the activities that are going on, just to

9 comment next? 9 gspecifically state something within -- inside the state
10 MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: Yeah. 10 boundaries of Alaska. Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill
11 DR. JIM KENDALL: And your name, please, for 11 in'66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Umiat that was
12 therecord? 12 aready therein the 1940s.
13 MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: My nameisElvis |13 And to say alittle bit more -- elaborate a
14 Predey. 14 little more about the Umiat area, my Native friendsin
15 DR. JIM KENDALL: Elvishasleft the building. 15 other communities, Inupiag communities, utilize those
16 MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: Good evening. For |16 jurisdictionsin Umiat area. Personally, myself, | am
17 those of you that are American, they know me as Johnnie 17 very appalled at the methods and the ways that are being
18 Brower, but my Inupiag country -- my Inupiag nameis 18 conducted in Umiat. Previously before 1970, the
19 Nuvuk Kunag. And I'm not a United States citizen by 19 transformer fluid was utilized and abused in very
20 birth, and that'sthe way | like it. 20 abusiveways. And Congress passed alaw in 1970
21 The reason why you're here, the way you stated 21 declaring the transformer fluid had some very serious
22 it, is because of the way and the nature of what has 22 carcinogenic agentsin 1917.
23 happened at the Gulf of Mexico district. By all means, 23 It saddens my heart for me to be able to say
24 they have all theindustrial parts and places that can 24 this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was
25 facilitate and entertain the kind of problems that 25 removed from Umiat. And it still continues to discover
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1 that kind of material isleeching out of Umiat area 1 record. | just wanted to make afina comment with
2 after 2002. 2 regards to the comments you've heard tonight. 1'd like
3 Now, from past exploration activities, if the 3 toindicate that | support the comments of the AEWC and
4 United States Congress can budget these kind of things 4 the North Slope Borough.
5 but cannot complete a cleanup and verify it like a 5 In regards to the comments of the
6 really good professional house cleaner, certify it as 6 environmental impact statement, the draft EIS, it means
7 they camein and cleaned it up, meaning that there'll be 7 something to our community to be able to work together
8 no other aftermath of the chemical in that location, 8 in providing these comments, and | hope they are
9 now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no 9 meaningfully addressed in time.
10 telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now. 10 And, like | said, it's a short period, in my
11 I wouldn't approve any offshore lease sales or 11 opinion. That'swhat | shared. Before January 9th,
12 development based on just what's happening in Umiat 12 2012, we till have to go through this learning curve of
13 aoneby itself. And | mean | would not approve 13 what isreally meant in the EIS and the changes that --
14 anything like that if | was a government official in 14 new changes that occurred within the new organization
15 high place until the bottom line how to conduct and 15 and how -- how compliant are these industry operators
16 thoroughly clean up something that occurred in the mid 16 going to bein terms of what we've seen in the past. |
17 1940s. 17 hope to see those changes in a meaningful way. Thank
18 And to say it that way and that chemical, the 18 you.
19 transformer fluid, is still leeching out and being 19 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very much.
20 discovered in containers and being removed at 20 And you had your hand up over here?
21 300 galonsat atime from Umiat areais mind-boggling. 21 MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: Hi. Leandrade Sousa,
22 And if there were some more other containersthat arein 22 and I'm speaking for myself. | had aquestion. There's
23 large quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw 23 no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if
24 floods, erodes, and damages an area where they were 24 you're going to do that up herein the Arctic or not.
25 buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river 25 Inthe EISyou only mention the liquefied natural gas
Page 83 Page 85
1 wherethe fish are being conducted for subsistence 1 facilities.
2 harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and 2 DR.JIM KENDALL: Right.
3 hunters, meaning because of what United States Congress 3 MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: Soit'sonly mentioned
4 passed alaw in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has 4 for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's
5 avery serious carcinogation to human health, that alone 5 going to be implemented up here or not. And my question
6 right there, still leeching on the Umiat, isgiving mea 6 is, what are the plans on that?
7 real serious shake on my head. 7 DR. JIM KENDALL: | don't believe there are
8 And that's the professionalism of what the 8 any plans at thistime for LNG.
9 United States Congress can produce. And if United 9 MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: And my other comment
10 States Congressis going to conduct these kinds of 10 is, we've been hearing al thisinput, but one thing
11 things, they should prove to us United States 11 that's pretty obviousiswe have ice-covered waters for
12 citizens -- that they made us to be United States 12 morethan half of the year here. And it doesn't matter
13 citizens even though we are not. So give us something 13 how much complete information that you -- that you would
14 tolook at. Give us something to understand. You're 14 ever be ableto get that for the open water season,
15 using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the 15 you'll till have this whole black box that you don't
16 bush, but you've got avery serious problem in one 16 know what's happening.
17 location that | am just holding on on purpose that is 17 That's afuture risk in post development and
18 not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job. 18 the government and some cooperation hasto be done to
19 Thank you. 19 fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's
20 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your 20 possible, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russia,
21 comments. 21 international effort, becauseit isthe Arcticasa
22 Well go back, but | understand that Atgasuk 22 whole even though it's being explored on the United
23 village may be online. Atgasuk? Isthat true? 23 Stateswaters. So it's something that has to be looked
24 Okay. Harry? 24 and addressed at least saying there's -- it'salong,
25 MR. HARRY BROWER: Harry Brower for the 25 long time of the year that not much is going on
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biologically. Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.

And over here?

MS. LOUISA RILEY: Once again, for the record,
my name isLouisaRiley, R-i-l-e-y.

One of the things | remember from the elders
isif there's a problem, try to give some suggestions as
to what might be asolution. We have lots and lots and
lots of wind, you know, all year round. And then during
the summer months, we have lots and lots of sunshine, 24
hours aday. We need to think about quit being the
corporate oil tradition and to give more to wind or sun
or both. And | think that would solve alot of our
problems. Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. Very good
comments. Thank you.

Sir, your name for the record?

MR. GEOFF CARROLL: Geoff Carroll. | think
you've got the spelling.

A couplethings | forgot to mention. The wind
thingisoneissue. And, boy, thisfall, | mean, it has
just been one big winter storm after another. | mean,
we had the hurricane for awhile and aweek later we had
another major winter storm and then another one. Boy,
they were big. Maybethisisall afluke, but it sure
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ice and water in there and then it was down to

13 percent. Soit'slike -- you know, and that was
pretty ideal conditions. That wasn't when there was
waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of
things going on. Thiswasin apanin aroom.

Again, | don't think we have any ability to
deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we
get alittle better at that. It's pretty scary to think
about mucking around out there with exploration and
drilling. Thank you.

DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Sounds like Gunnar
isafuture BOEM scientist.

DR. JIM KENDALL: | don't want to forget
anybody on line. Does anyone on line have a comment
from any of the villages?

Kaktovik? Nuigsut? Point Hope? Wainwright?
Point Lay? Aktuvuk (ph)?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Anaktuvuk.

DR. JIM KENDALL: I'mstill learning. I'm
till learning.

Let me seeif there's anybody elsein the
audience that would like to make another comment.

MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.: | do. Onemore. Thank
you. Bill Tracey again.

| want to speak alittle bit on studies. I've
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looks like there's big changes going on with the weather
in that respect. And | think it's just going to become
more stormy up here.

Another thing -- and this is something,
actually, we talked about last year when you were
here -- my son, Gunnar, came with me to the meeting and
he had done a science fair project. And one of the aces
in the hole that the oil company always held up about
oil spillsis, well, if we can't get it any other way,
we could burn it. So as part of his experiment, we were
checking to see how successful a person could be at
burning oil in water.

And basically we took a big measured amount
of North -- we got our hands on some North Slope crude
and put it in apan of water and started out with it at
room temperature. And we had a blowtorch on it and best
possible chance of burning it. Inidea circumstances,
you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there
burnt. There were still lots of black stuff in the
water, but you could hold the torch right on and it
wouldn't burn. Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there
was till lots of stuff in the water.

So then we cooled the water down to just above
zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing. So then it
was down to 17 percent of it burnt. And then we mixed
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got a problem with helicopters. If you're doing areal
study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we
would do this by boat. We would do thison foot. We
would camp in those areas, and we would capture the real
animals asthey naturally are.

When you get industry or a contractor, a
third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use
helicopters or afixed-wing airplane. And what they're
studying now is a scared animal, a scared whale. They
don't act the same. So when you get information from
these studies, you're not getting the real thing. |
just wanted to point that out.

We've had -- one terrific study in the Point
Lay areawas red-throated loon conducted by folks at
UAF. It wasathree-year grant. They squeezed afourth
year in. And | commend those folks because they did it
al onfoot. They used aboat to get up theriver and
make a base camp. And they studied these loons and they
got the true bird, how it acts and lives up there. And
they found out just about everything they can about the
loon. We've had industry do studies up and down the
lagoon, and of courseit wasin a helicopter.

People talked about caribou tonight. We had
some pretty lean yearsin Point Lay, and that was the
same time that there happened to be a coal mine study.
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1 The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay 1 must more effectively listen and incorporate the
2 wherethe caribou -- in insect relief areas and calving 2 communities' traditional knowledge and perspective.
3 areas. With all that noise of course from the 3 Over the years Arctic communities and Alaska
4 helicopters there were no caribou for multiple years. 4 Native organizations have asked MM S, BOEM, BOEMRE, to
5 That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess 5 remove subsistence use areas from the Beaufort and
6 what? The caribou is back. 6 Chukchi program area boundaries. Many of these areas
7 So when you read some of these studies, look 7 have not been removed from leasing in the past. There
8 at how they were conducted and then take that with a 8 isno reason to delay implementation of subsistence
9 grain of salt. Just something | wanted to pass on to 9 deferrasthat are well established and that will not
10 you. Thank you. 10 change during the next five years.
11 DR. JIM KENDALL: Very valuable. Thank you 11 Recognition of these critical hunting and
12 very much for that. 12 fishing groundsin the 2012 to 2017 program plan will
13 Anyone else? We till have afew minutes 13 reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide
14 here. 14 greater certainty to all stakeholders.
15 MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E: | would liketo add a 15 And | would also like to add again the
16 written statement, which | will provide once | have 16 importance of BOEM, the federal government, to ensure
17 accessto aprinter. | might mail themin. Andthisis 17 the perpetuation of values and culture for our future
18 on behalf of Pew Environment. 18 generations by -- through more education and awareness
19 Some of their views are -- let's see. Four 19 onthese processes. Thank you.
20 points here: Honoring the community; input in values; 20 DR.JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.
21 risk to communities and subsistence way of life; anew 21 George, | understand . . .
22 approach by the Department of Interior, BOEM. 22 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Excuse me. | forgot
23 And I'll start with the fact that there are 23 to -- thisis George Edwardson. | forgot to mention --
24 already millions of acres based in the Beaufort and 24 canyou hear me?
25 Chukchi Seas. So millions of acresin the Chukchi and 25 DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.
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1 Beaufort Sea have aready been leased to the oil and gas 1 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Y esterday afternoon
2 industry. There are still significant questions about 2 before| started home | went to a meeting of the
3 whether or not exploration and development can move 3 scientists of the federal government and the State of
4 forward safely on the acreage that has already been 4 Alaskaand the agencies that deal with the ocean and the
5 sold. 5 marine mammals. And the topic was, you know, why are
6 Until oil spill prevention and response and 6 these sealsdying off, why arethewalrusesin a
7 protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed, 7 situation they'rein.
8 thereisno need to create additional conflict and 8 There was NOAA, there was, you know, that
9 uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new 9 NMFS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Alaska Fish and Game. All
10 lease sales between 2012 and 2017. 10 the state and federal agencies were looking at what was
11 Qil spill cleanup. The fact that thereisno 11 going on with these seals and walrus, why was it
12 proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic 12 happening like that.
13 conditions with cold temperatures, limited ability, 13 And finaly when they came to the end, came to
14 broken seaice, and high winds on top of the industrial 14 summarize, you know, just how much we know whether as a
15 activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge, 15 state or asafederal government, they couldn't even
16 seismic activities, can impact bowhead, walrus, fish, 16 giveyou an estimate on how many different types of
17 and other subsistence resources, very importantly, the 17 seasthey were or where the seals went or why were
18 lack of information, the fact that thereislittle 18 walrusesin that situation they'rein. They couldn't
19 baseline science that exists to measure the effects of 19 even come up with a number on ring seals, on spotted
20 the spill on the Arctic ecosystem. 20 seals, on bearded seals, on walruses. They couldn't
21 And thisiswhere I'd like to speak very 21 even come up with a number to start with.
22 personally, aso on behalf of Pew once again. The 22 And that is something scary, and here you're
23 Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional 23 inthe process of attempting to conduct alease sale.
24 foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq 24 How can you do that when you don't even know what'sin
25 people for thousands of years. The federal government 25 the ocean? It's putting a blind on and then going out
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1 and going sword fighting. 1 Again, we've proposed a program that would
2 What are you going to do? Let's get real. 2 have any potential leasing far down the record. Part of
3 Sometimes this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop 3 thereason why we did that isto build in time for these
4 here. We're practical people. We'reintelligent 4 types of sessions, but also what | consider even more
5 people. We should all start acting like that. 5 productive smaller group sessions. And so my staff will
6 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George. 6 be herefor that purpose, to gather information, collect
7 Anyone else who would like to make some 7 traditional knowledge, inform our decision-making. And
8 closing comments? We have afew more minutes. | don't 8 1 will be on the North Slope again soon myself.
9 want anyone to fedl they were neglected. Everythingis 9 So, again, thank you very much. | really
10 important. 10 appreciate your time. | really appreciate the
11 Anyonein the villages on line that have 11 thoughtfulness and the sincerity you brought to
12 anything to say? 12 everything you said tonight. So thank you.
13 Okay. I'mgoing to turn it over to Rosemary. 13 DR. JIM KENDALL: And with that, could we ask
14 MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: It'simportantto |14 that someone give a closing blessing?
15 recognize that there's important things to support. 15 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: | dothat for aliving, so |
16 There was some really good comments that came out of the 16 might aswell.
17 borough, on the Wildlife Department. There was some 17 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Good evening. Thisis Point
18 really good comments that came out from Geoff. | realy 18 Lay.
19 appreciate Heather's comments; some of our elders, 19 DR. JIM KENDALL: Go ahead, Point Lay.
20 Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill. His good 20 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Our meeting was canceled due
21 commentsin relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts. 21 to our weather and there were other functions that night
22 These are very important comments, and we've 22 and we had canceled the meeting. Would they be coming
23 worked really hard on staying involved in this process, 23 back to Point Lay for another village meeting?
24 becoming educated in al the various things. We have a 24 DR. JIM KENDALL: Wewill see what we can do,
25 lot vested in this process. Our future generations are 25 Point Lay. ThisisJim Kendall. It may bein person,
Page 95 Page 97
1 depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray 1 it may be ateleconference, but we're very sorry we
2 that agood decision comes. 2 didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely
3 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very much 3 get your input.
4 for your comments, Rosemary. 4 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: All right. Thank you.
5 Anybody €else have any comments before we end 5 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very much
6 it? 6 for diaingin.
7 DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Well, | justwant | 7 (Blessing given.)
8 tothank everyone for their comments and for 8 (Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m.)
9 participating. A lot of the comments were -- | mean, 9
10 how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the 10
11 comments arerealy came through. And | just can't tell 11
12 you how much | appreciate and all of us here at BOEM 12
13 appreciate you taking the time and sharing them with us. 13
14 We've talked about -- we've had other meetings 14
15 over the past week or so, and alot of these same issues 15
16 have been discussed in smaller settings. Thisisavery 16
17 sort of formal setting. Y ou know, you provide us 17
18 comments and we listen. And it's extremely useful, but 18
19 1 dsofound the smaller settings can be much more 19
20 interactive and we can have sort of real human 20
21 conversations to be useful aswell. 21
22 And so | appreciate you going through this 22
23 forma process, but | don't want to leave you with the 23
24 impression that thiswill be our only conversation or 24
25 thisisyour only opportunity for input on all this. 25
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

(I'nvocation given by Nellie Nanaug.)

DR JI M KENDALL: This is JimKendall with the
Bur eau of QOcean Energy Managenent.

Now I will ask, who is on line, please?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Poi nt Lay.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Point Lay.

Anybody el se?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Kakt ovi K.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Kakt ovi k.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Wai nwri ght .

DR. JI M KENDALL: W hear you, Vi nwight.
Thank you.

Anybody el se?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anakt uvuk Pass.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Loud and cl ear.

That's four. Anyone el se?

Ckay. |If anyone signs on later on, that's
fine.

My nane is JimKendall. [|I'mwth the Bureau
of Ccean Energy Managenent, and |1'd like to introduce
the very first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent. We're a new agency. W have a very new
director all the way from Washi ngton, D.C. , Director

Tonmmy Beaudr eau.
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DI RECTOR TOMW BEAUDREAU: Thanks,
Dr. Kendal l.

My nane is Tommy Beaudreau. |'mthe first
director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent. As many of you know, follow ng the oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico |ast summer, the Departnent
of the Interior reorgani zed the forner M neral s
Managenent Service, MVS.

The purpose for the reorgani zation was to
divide up the functions of the former MVS so that each
function could be perforned better. Under MVS you had
resour ce managemnment, environnmental assessnents, | easing
and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as
revenue coll ecti on.

And because the revenues/royalties related to
offshore oil and gas activity were so |l arge and so
i mportant to the country, a lot of the focus of the
agency was on the revenue coll ections side and | ess
focus, | ess nmanagenent focus, |ess attention, was
devoted to safety environnental studies. The people did
t hose j obs and worked very hard at them but because of
t he demands and all of the other demands within the
agency those functions didn't get enough attention,
didn't get enough resources.

And so followng the spill, one of the reforns
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that was i nplenented was to reorgani ze offshore oil and

gas oversight. And that involved establishing three new
agencies: The Ofice of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,
which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has

been noved to a separate part of the Interior

Departnent -- and then as of Cctober, the division

bet ween ny agency, the Bureau of COcean Energy

Managenent, and the safety authority, the Bureau of

Saf ety and Envi ronnental Enforcenent.

And so I'mwith BOEM |I'mthe first director
of BOEM BOEM s responsibility is really as a science
agency. Qur job is to do resource evaluations -- that
I nvol ves geol ogi sts and geophysicists -- to help
under st and what resource potential exists offshore, to
do environnental studies and environnmental eval uati on,
to assess the inpacts of oil and gas activity on the
envi ronnent -- that includes biologists, mari ne mammal
specialists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and
al so we have social scientists concerned with
ar chaeol ogi cal, cultural, and econom c i ssues.

And so we're really a resource nmanager science
organi zati on and policy organi zation. Qur counterpart
BSEE is a pure safety authority now Their
responsibility is -- involves engi neers who | ook at

drilling plans, nmake sure that well designs are safe,

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

and the inspectors who go out and nake sure that
operations are being conducted safely. And they al so
have responsibility for oil spill response pl anning and
coordinating with the Coast Guard and ot her federal
partners in connection with fulfilling that
responsibility. So that's broadly speaki ng what our
agency does, what the reorgani zati on was about.

| want to thank you all very nuch for
attending tonight. It's a Friday night, it's in
Decenber, it's close to the holidays, | know everybody
has other things that they could be doing, but | really
appreciate you giving us the tinme to have this
conversati on and have this hearing about our next
five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and
gas, which includes sone plans with respect to the
Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.

Really quick 1'Il give a brief overview of
what we propose, particularly with respect to Al aska,
and then Dr. Kendall wll go into a little nore detai
up front. But really the purpose of this neeting and
what we want to have happen at this neeting is to
receive i nput and comments fromyou. That's really what
it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that
you' ve taken the tine to join us tonight.

Qur five-year plan, we're responsibl e under
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the law, under the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act, to
develop a five-year plan that |ays out a schedul e for
potential oil and gas |easing offshore. [It's our
responsi bility under the law to do that.

Wienever we schedul e a sal e under that plan,
it's not set in stone. |It's a potential sale. 1It's
sonet hi ng that we've cal endared, but the Secretary has
the authority to either go forward with the sale or not
go forward with the sale.

Wth respect to Al aska, what is reflected in
our draft proposed programis a new approach to offshore
oil and gas leasing in the Arctic. W have schedul ed
one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale
in the Beaufort. And we've schedul ed both of those
sales late in the program the Chukchi sale in 2016
potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,
potentially.

The reason we did that is we want to build in
time to, A continue with scientific research, to
inform first of all, whether or not |easing should go
forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.

That incl udes maki ng use of traditional know edge and
i nput froml ocal communities.
Two, as all of you in this roomknow, if

activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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a |l ot of thought needs to be given to what sort of
infrastructure needs to be in place to support that
activity, including oil spill response.

And then third, we really want to take a
di fferent approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in
the Arctic. |In the past, essentially sone deferral
areas were set aside. But other than that, the entire
area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukch
was nmade available to the conpanies to bid on. That was
the traditional nodel in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was
essentially applied here in the Arctic.

We have sonmething very different in mnd for
the future. Wiat we would Iike is to have a nuch nore
narrowy tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic
that is focused on, first, where the resource potenti al
is, where oil and gas resources nay reside; and then
second, where the potential environnentally sensitive
areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as
subsi stence hunting and fi shing.

And so we want to design a programt hat
essentially | ooks at where the resource is and then with
f or et hought and consi derati on de-conflicts any potenti al
| ease sale to renove conflicts with environnentally
sensitive areas and wwth alternative uses |ike

subsi stence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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offered for sal es have been de-conflicted to the maxi mum
extent possi bl e.

So that's what's in our proposed programin a
nutshell. W are |ooking forward to getting public
I nput on that to help us define what any potential | ease
sale would ook like in light of those principles | just
articul at ed.

So Dr. Kendall wll now go through a little
bit about our process. W'IIl do it quickly. | think we
owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but
we don't want to take up too much tinme because, again,
what the session tonight is really about is hearing
I nput fromyou and not us talking. So wth that, 1'1]
turn it over to Jim

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, D rector

Beaudr eau.

Again, nmy nane is JimKendall. Mny of you
recogni ze ne. |'ve been here before. But last tine |
was here, | was in an acting capacity. They sent nme up

from Washi ngton and said, "Okay. Go up there for two or

three nonths and hold the fort down until we deci de what

to do." Wll, that was a long tinme ago and | guess they
li ked me and y'all |iked ne because now |I'm here. And
it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a |ot nore of
ne.
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Before we go on, | want to introduce the rest
of our team W' ve got Bonni e Robson here. Bonnie.
Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the |easing division
that is responsible for the proposed program She al so
was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so
she's one of you.

We've got Mke Haller. Mke Haller is our
community |iaison. Many of you know M ke. | depend on
himto educate ne on how to work with the conmmunities
and just do a good job. So I'mvery thankful to M ke.

John Cal |l ahan. John Callahan is fromthe
Ofice of Public Affairs. He makes sure that when we
try to get sonething out to the communities, it's in a
way that is acceptable, that we get the nessage out and
that it's clear.

Rob McWhorter. Rob McWhorter works for
anot her governnent agency call ed Argonne Nati onal Labs,
a very prestigious organization that is helping us with
the EI'S, the environnental inpact statenent. And I']|
go into that.

Jani ne Tobias. Janine is from anot her agency
that 1'll nention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety
and Envi ronnment al Enforcenent.

And | ast but not |east, probably the second

nost i nportant person in the room-- you're nunber one.
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We're here to hear you tonight. The second nost

I mportant person in the roomis Valerie. MNow, Valerie
is our court reporter. And we want to nake sure that
everything that you say, your feelings, what you
bel i eve, Valerie gets down. So, please, when we get to
the public comment part, please state your nanme, spel
your nane, and unlike nme who talks too fast, let's talk
sl ow enough that Valerie can get it. And that woul d be
great.

So anyways, |'mgoing to go through a
Power Poi nt here very briefly. W have been listening to
t he communities. And sonetines when we do this, we
either bring too many pi eces of paper or not enough or
not enough information to start the discussion. So to
try to level the playing field so we're all starting
fromthe sanme place, let's take about ten mnutes to
wal k you t hrough why we're here, to build on what
D rector Beaudreau said.

First of all, we're tal king about all of these
words, too nany words. Those are the official
bureaucratic words. The first thing we're tal ki ng about
I's the proposed programfor 2012 to 2017. "Proposed,"”
that's a keyword. Along with the proposed programis a
draft environnental inpact statenment, or a draft EI S

So what we're tal king about tonight is a proposed
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program not final, and a draft EI'S, not final.

Next sli de pl ease.

As Director Beaudreau said, we're fromthe
Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenent. That was the
previous MV that's broken up into three organizati ons;
one organi zation that handl ed the noney. They noved out
to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the
engi neers, the people that are out there actually
I nspecting things that know the engineering. They're in
t he Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcenent. And
there's a new word there, "environnental enforcenent."”
Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,
but they're al so naking sure that the environnental
mtigations that have been put in place and the
environnent | aws and regul ations are followed. Very
i mportant.

Then those of us that were responsible for
doing the environnental reviews, doing the science,
followmng the laws |ike the Mari ne Manmal Protection
Act, we are in BOEM W nanage the resource. W' re not
worri ed about the noney. W' re worried about the
resource, working with the communities. And the
engi neers in BSEE worry about safety and environment al
conpl i ance.

Next sli de.
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| threw this up. Again, too many words. The
OCS Lands Act. And we've heard this in the past and |
heard this today at anot her neeting, you ve been -- you,
peopl e |i ke us, have been conmi ng up here for 30 years
and people say the sane thing. | want to point out it's
not that we don't believe what we heard over the [ast 30
years, it's that the law requires us to be here.

Before the Secretary can even propose a | ease
sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan. GCkay? And a
five-year plan is required every five years. And so
it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and
a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on. But
before you do that, the Quter Continental Shelf Lands
Act requires that we cone out and talk to the conmunity
so you know what's goi ng on.

So |l knowit's difficult, it's a Friday night,
it's during the Christmas holidays, but you ought to
feel alittle bit good that the | aw says, okay, you
people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the
communities and see what they have to say. They're
i mportant. And so that's why we're here.

Next slide, please.

Wiere we are in the process. And, in fact, |
I*"mgoing to walk up here a little bit so | can touch

things. W're at the very beginning of this five-year
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plan for 2012 to 2017. It's very broad. GCkay? It's a
br oad docunent.

Then woul d cone a | ease sal e phase that
M. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year
pl an, which is still not conplete, then there may or may
not be lease sales init. WlIlIl, if the Secretary
deci des those | ease sal es should proceed, then we have a
process for public input. W cone back up here. W
talk to the communities. You saw us |ast year, two
years ago, three years ago. This is what's going on.
You need to know what's going on. So that's why we cone
back.

And then it proceeds through exploration,
production, and decomm ssioning. |If any of this occurs,
then it has to be returned to the way it was.

Next slide, please.

Wiat is in this proposed plan right now?

Well, right now there are six areas included; a little
sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Culf
of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the
Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.

If you' ve been follow ng the process, a couple
of years ago there was a draft proposed programthat had
nore areas init. And as we start noving toward a

final, and we're not there yet, areas di sappear for one

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

15

reason or another and there's a |l ot of discussion that

goes on.

Next slide, please.

So probably what we're really interested in
tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi. Now, |'m

going to repeat sone of the things that Director

Beaudr eau sai d because these are very inportant. There
Is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for
t he Chukchi for 2016. Those have been intentionally
been pushed toward the end of the program so there's
nore tinme for discussion, there's nore tine for nore
science, there's nore tine to ook at infrastructure.
Al'l the things people are concerned with, we have got
time to consider even if they end up in the plan.

Al so, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are
sone areas that have already been taken out of the plan.
This red area here is a deferral, 25 mles. Of of
Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off
of Kaktovik. [It's already been deci ded that nothing
should occur there. There will be no | ease sale there.

But that's not the end, and this is where
Di rect or Beaudreau and his team have been putting
t oget her a new way of doi ng business. W' ve been doing
science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but

NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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MR JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROMER: Wiy is it only 25
mles? |If you do too nmuch seism c explorations, you
destroy -- you' ve already killed and destroyed two
nmont hs of m croscopic animals that the endangered
species animals eat already during the seismc
explorations. And if you only have a 25-mle buffer and
then you do another five years of seism c exploration,
you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the
endangered species aninals, they won't have any pl aces
to go feed left.

DR. JI M KENDALL: That's a very good questi on.
This is not --

MR. JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROMER: | would ask you to
extend that to 200 m |l es.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, it's not witten in
stone yet. So that's a good comment. And we need your
nane. Your nane, Sir?

MR, JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROVNER: My nane i s Nuvuk
Kunag.

DR JI M KENDALL: Good. See, that's what
we're getting at. This is the new way. Ri ght now,
that's what it is in this proposed docunent. R ght now
as we speak today and the weeks to conme, we're taking
these comments, we're taking the science that's been

done, and we want to take in traditional know edge --
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sonetines | call it traditional science -- on what areas
shoul d al so be red.

As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,

t hese whol e areas were offered up for |ease. That's not
goi ng to happen. Right now we're | ooking at where are
the whale mgration routes, where are speci al

subsi stence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.

And if we | ook at those areas and we | ook at
where there's sone oil and gas, we want to de-conflict
areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas coul d
occur and not inpact subsistence and the whal e
m grations and things and where should it not occur.

So your question is right on and the | ast
chapter is not witten yet. So you're right on.

Next slide, please.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Excuse ne?

DR JI M KENDALL: Hel | 0?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Excuse ne. Hell o?

DR JI M KENDALL: Yes. Hel | o.

UNKNOVWN SPEAKER: For those of us that are in
the villages, would you have the people cone up to the
m c, please, so we could hear their comments, too?
Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Gkay. Thank you. W' re not

really to the public comment period yet. And when we
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do, we will have a mc. But the gentleman had a very
good comment about the slide, so | didn't want to put
himoff until the comment period. W're only going to
have a few nore m nutes here.

Next sli de.

Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is
considered. That would be an industry interest only
sale, that if there is any substantial interest by
i ndustry to actually have a sale in there. Then we
woul d start the process within terns of the Nati onal
Envi ronnment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera. But
we're not going to extend resources in an area where no
one is interested in terns of industry, because those
are resources we can devote to other areas where there

may be interest.

Next sli de.

Thi s environnmental inpact statenment |'m
tal king about, this book, this is it here. 1t's not
three copies of it. [It's one docunent. One

environnental inpact statenent, it's three vol unes.
It's huge. Sorry about that, but there's a |ot of
peopl e working on it.

Wiat is this all about?

Slide. Next.

It's to disclose plans. For transparency, we
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want people to know what ot her people are tal king about,
what industry is tal king about, what the governnent is

t al ki ng about, what others are tal king about. So we
want everybody to know what people are tal ki ng about.

Next .

It's also to involve the public.
Congratul ati ons, you are now part of the process.

Next sli de.

To identify and evaluate alternatives. There
are sone alternatives, | believe, over on that wall
Now, since this is a proposed docunent, nothing is
witten in stone, and things may go away. It nay be
that as we nove through the process -- we talked to
peopl e, we | ooked at the science, we considered
traditi onal know edge -- through all these areas, the
areas where a | ease sale mght occur and the nunber of
sal es nay change. kay? So it's not finished.

Next .

To avoid negative effects. That's right, sir,
we don't want damage to the environnment. W don't want
damage to the whal es and the food chain, et cetera.
That's part of the law. So that is considered in this
docunent .

Next .

And to unify environnental analysis. W don't
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want a cookie cutter. There has to be a way of pulling
all the science together and all the people that are
doi ng the work. For exanple, this docunent here, this
massi ve document, it's not just us. NOAA was a
cooperati ng agency. They helped with it. The State of
Al aska helped with it. And |ast but not |east, the
Nort h Sl ope Borough hel ped us with this docunent.

So in terns of unifying environnental
anal ysis, we want to nmake sure that anybody that has
informati on or can contribute to the docunent has their
say so we don't m ss anything. Because when Director
Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,
the ultimate decision-nmaker, they can lay the
I nformati on out and show the Secretary what has been
done, what has been di scussed, and the decision can be
made based on the best avail abl e science, information,
and traditional know edge, which is very inportant in
the Arctic.

Next slide, please.

Sone of the things that are in this
docunent -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect
of noise, seism c surveying, the noise that cones from
drilling, service vessels. |If there was sonething that
happened after a | ease sale and there was sone

devel opnent and sonme exploration disturbances in terms
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of pipeline or anchoring, air em ssions, rel ated coast al
activities, where would a pipeline cone ashore, these
are things that have to be discussed up front and
they're in this docunent.

Next .

And the |ist goes on. Marine and coast al
birds, fisheries, nmarine nmanmal s, ecol ogi cal resources,
soci oeconom cs, subsistence. They're in the docunent.
W think it's a good docunent, but it's not perfect. W
want help with it. So that's why it's out for review
and for anybody to comment. \What did we mss? D d we
m ss sone citations? Does traditional know edge say
sonet hi ng that we ought to have in this docunent?
That's what this is all about.

Next .

Deepwat er Hori zon. Director Beaudreau
mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad
accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people
died, a lot of oil in the water, 5 mllion barrels, a
| ot of pollution. That cannot be all owed to happen
agai n.

So not only was our agency, the previous MV5,
restructured, but there's been new | aws and regul ati ons,
new t hi ngs have been di scussed. For exanple, many of

you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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the Arctic. Well, instead of waiting to build that
cappi ng contai nnent systemthat they built in the Gulf
whi | e everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to
have one ready to go in the Arctic imediately. So
things |like that are considered. There has to be a
third party verifying that a bl owout preventer works.
So there's been a | ot of changes to nake sure that

tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the

docunent .

Next .

" mabout to end. |[|'ve tal ked too nuch. But
to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit
the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 know ng

that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new
one has to start. W started this process in 2008 and
there was a draft proposed programin January of 20009.

Not so fast.

MR M KE HALLER: Sorry.

DR. JI M KENDALL: And then from January 2009
to March 2011, we collected nore information. So now
you have the proposed program not a final, and a draft
El S.

Next .

And from Novenber through January 2012, we're

collecting comments on this docunment so that we can make
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it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down wth the
Secretary of the Interior, they have the best

i nformati on, the best science, the best traditional

knowl edge, the best econonm c analysis, so a decision can
be made that everybody knows how it was nade.

Next .

And sonetinme next year, |ate next year, we
wll have a final programthat may | ook very different
fromthe one nowin terns of the sizes of the areas. It
may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified. And
then we'll have a new and inproved EIS. And all that
wll go to the Secretary and to the Congress. And
that's what the law requires. W're going to take
advantage of this tinme to nmake sure it's the absol ute
best docunments and plan we can cone up wth.

Next .

And then finally, last slide. 1It's in the
docunent, it's on the web site, we've got it hangi ng
sonewhere, you can go to our web site and | ook at the
docunent and submt comments. You can send comments to
M. Janes Bennett. You can take one of the discs. And
we' ve got a couple of copies of the big docunent that
Rob has.

So our goal here is for people to know what's

bei ng di scussed and hel p us provi de the deci si on- maker
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wth the best information to nmake the best decision for
everybody. So that's why we're here tonight.

And you' ve probably heard too much of ne
speaki ng, but before we get right into the public
comment period, | understand there are sone
representatives of the |ocal area involved here.

And, Emma, | know | asked you to give ne a
list, and you're on that |ast, but because we're in the
North Sl ope Borough and this is your chanbers, would you
m nd gi ving your openi ng coments and then introducing
our next coll eagues fromthe Al aska Eski no Wal i ng
Conmmi ssi on?

M5. EMVA POKON: Thank you. Good evening. M
nanme i s Emma Pokon, E-mma P-o-k-0-n. |'m an assistant
attorney for the North Sl ope Borough.

On behalf of the North Sl ope Borough, | wanted
to say thank you for comng to Barrow. Thank you for
traveling around the North Sl ope and visiting the
communities that would be affected by any activity
offshore. W think it's really inportant that the
agency hears fromcomunity nenbers, fromthe residents,
and understands what their concerns are. So thank you
for making an effort to do that.

Li ke many of our residents, the North Slope

Bor ough i s concerned about offshore devel opnent. W net
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earlier today. W'Il continue to be involved in the
NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submt
formal witten comments during the comrent period.

W' re here because of the five-year plan, but
| also wanted to take a nmonment to acknow edge
encour agenent that we received today, encouragenent that
our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is
| i stening, the agency is responsive to concerns that
we' ve rai sed.

Today there was a conditional approval of
Shel | ' s Chukchi Sea expl oration plan. But anbng the
conditions on the approval was a requirenment that Shell
cease drilling into zones capable of flowng liquid
hydr ocar bons 38 days before the first anticipated date
of ice encroachnent, on Septenber 24th. This is an
i mportant step in the right direction, and so | wanted
to take a nonent to say thank you and also to
acknow edge that we think that this signals that the
agency is listening to the comments that the public
offers at these neetings and work that the borough and
other entities put into in review ng these docunents.

So, again, thank you and wel cone to Barrow.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MB. EMVA POKON: Johnny Ai ken is the executive

director of AEWC, and | believe he has a statenent that
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he wanted to nmake this evening.

MR, JOHNNY AIKEN:. Is it okay if | sit here?

DI RECTOR TOMW BEAUDREAU:. Yeah. Absol utely.

MR, JOHNNY Al KEN: Thank you. Good eveni ng,
M. Beaudreau, and good evening to your coll eagues. For
the record, ny nanme is Johnny Ai ken, executive director
of the Al aska Eski no Wal i ng Comm ssi on.

First of all, |I would Iike to congratul ate you
on your new position and to wel cone you to Barrow.

First, let ne say that we really appreciate you coni ng
to our community to talk with us on sone of the issues
that are inportant to us.

The work you are doing is very inportant
because it can have a significant effect on all of us
here on the North Sl ope. W appreciate having this
opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our
I ssues. | also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower
and | yesterday and being able to talk with us and your
col | eagues on a one-on-one basis. | hope you have
enj oyed your stay so far in Barrow.

| want to start by naking it very clear to you
what AEWC' s job is. Qur job is to protect the bowhead
whal e and its habitat, and the bowhead whal e subsi stence
hunt especially. That is why AEWC was formed and t hat

I's what everyone in our comunities |ooks to us to do.
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AEWC represents 11 villages from-- all the
way down fromthe St. Lawence Island to the Vill age of
Kaktovik in the east. W have tried not to get involved
W th supporting or opposing oil and gas devel opnent, and
we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead
whale and its habitat. And that is what AEWC has al ways
done since we were first forned in 1977.

In the | ast few years, we have been seeing a
significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.
The last time we saw this nmuch interest in offshore oil
and gas exploration and devel opment was in the 1980s,
but that died down nuch to our relief all the way
t hrough the 1990s except for BP's work to devel op
Northstar. It was pretty quiet, but there were still
sonme offshore activity going on every year.

In the 1980s, there were a lot of inpacts to
our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village
of Kaktovi k and Nui qgsut so that the AEWC and those
hunters | earned how to deal wth those inpacts. CQur
f ederal governnent did not help us very much so we
| earned how to work closely and directly with the
i ndustry to develop mtigation neasures to keep their
work frominterfering with our hunt. This is the way we
do t hi ngs.

Where we live up here, it's pretty renote, as
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you nay have seen these past few days. Not as renote as
It used to be, but still pretty renote. |If we don't
find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get
done and we will not have survived up here for all this
time.

The AEWC devel oped the Conflict Avoi dance
Agr eenent by working every year with the offshore
operators who were com ng up here. Every year we have
had to | earn about their operations and observe their
I mpacts to our whales and our hunting. And we had to
devel op mtigation neasures that would work for our
whal ers and al so the industry.

Thi s hasn't al ways been easy and sonetinmes we
don't see things in the sane way and end up in serious
di sagreenents, but we just keep doing this because they
want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our
whal i ng.

We have had to figure out how to share that
area with the industry and to nake sure that the habitat
out there stays healthy for the whal es so that we can
keep hunting them The Conflict Avoi dance Agreenent is
t he best tool we have for making all of this work. And
t he industry has been able to get a | ot done under the
Conflict Avoi dance Agreenent while the whalers are

assured that there will be no interference with the
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hunt .

There's been a | ot of exploration in the
Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been
quite a bit of devel opnent at Northstar and at the
Beaufort Sea units owned by Pi oneer, Eni, and
ExxonMobil. We've worked with all these conpani es on
t heir devel opnent under the CAA, and we've worked with a
| ot nore exploration activities in both the Beaufort and
t he Chukchi Seas.

Sonetines it takes a while for conpanies to
| earn how to work with us. It took Shell a long tine
t hese past few years, but now they seemto be getting it

and they're becomng a pretty good nei ghbor for us. But

still we have sone problens wth sone of the other oil
conpani es |i ke ConocoPhillips and Statoil. They don't
want to sign a CAA. Instead, they want to use the Pl an

of Cooperati on.

It's ny understandi ng that they get the idea
for the Plan of Cooperation from | anguage in the
Nat i onal Marine Fisheries Service regulations. It's
al so ny understandi ng that the POC | anguage in those
regul ations were put in there to get the conpanies to
work with the Al aska Eski mo Wali ng Conm ssion and our
whal i ng captains on the CAA. \Wen that | anguage got put

in there, the federal government was recogni zi ng that
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our CAA is a good approach to hel ping the industry get
along with the subsistence hunters up here in the
Arctic.

The governnent wanted the conpanies to keep
working with us to negotiate mtigation neasures that
allow us to share the water. And the federal governnent
was recogni zing that the best people to devel op those
mtigation neasures are the ones that actually use the
ocean. That neans the hunters and the operators.

But now we have these conpanies that use the
Pl an of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell
peopl e what they're going to do wthout trying to work
out these mtigation neasures. They show up and get
people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out
informati on and then | eave. They are using the POC as a
backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was neant
to do. We are very disappointed with this.

We suspect that the oil conpanies are telling
t he federal governnment that they have worked with the
vill ages when they give you their reports in regards to
t he Pl an of Cooperations, the POCs. The POC is not an
agreenent between the villages and the oil industry. It
really doesn't nmean anything to the whaling captains up
her e.

This is not a hel pful way to go, and we need
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your agency and the NMFS to hel p us push them cone to
the table, and sign the CAA. The CAA is the best way

for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get al ong
and get sonme work done. It's been working since 1985
when the CAA was first negotiated and still working. |

think that says a | ot because in the begi nning we did
not get along, and |I thought both Shell and AEWC woul d
never be able to work together on these issues.

We al so have devel oped an G| Spill Mtigation
Agreenent for drilling activities. W first worked this
out with BP for the Northstar project. Wth BP it's
call ed the Good Nei ghbor Policy. But with the other
conpani es, we have started calling it the GOl Spil
Mtigation Agreenent because peopl e have begun to use
the title of Good Nei ghbor Policy to nean other things
besides the oil spill mtigation.

Wth this agreenent, we have an insurance
policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other
areas to hunt if our resources are not available in
traditional hunting areas. | certainly hope that we
will never need to use this, but it is very inportant to
have in there in case sonethi ng happened.

The other thing we need to work on with you is
maki ng sure we have the deferral areas renpoved. | know

t hat Nui gsut has already told you that they need a
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deferral area east off Cross Island, and |I'm sure that
AEWC is going to support themon that.

| don't know for sure how the other villages
feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kakt ovi k
and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but
we wi ||l have our whaling convention in February and we
can ask the villages at that tine if they want any i nput
on this issue. | would |ike to be able to get back with
you with that information after we have tal ked with them
I n February.

W need the -- we al so need the federal
governnent to keep supporting good research up here. W
need the right kind of research on cunul ative i npacts,
because we have to be concerned about keepi ng our
ecosystem heal t hy.

So we would like to be able to work with you
on all these issues, and | hope you will take our
concerns seriously. | stress very strongly, though,
that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it
as the best and only tool that our comunity depends on.

AEWC wi ||l be submtting formal coments to
your agency when the tine conmes. And, again, thank you
for visiting with us and | would like to wish all of you
a Merry Christnmas and a Happy New Year.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Johnny.
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Before we go into the general comments, |'d
like to see if there are elders in this audience as well
as in the villages that are on line to offer testinony
and comment first.

So, Johnny, could you help ne? |Is there
anyone in the audi ence, an elder, that would like to
comment ?

We're still on line, folks, in the villages.
We're just having a little side discussion here.

MS. NELLI E NANAUQ  (Speaking in Inupiat.)

M5. LOUI SA RILEY: Did you guys need a
transl ati on?

DI RECTOR TOVMY BEAUDREAU: Yes, pl ease.

DR JI M KENDALL: That woul d be wonder ful .

MS. LOU SA RILEY: Now you know what we've
been through. To give you a little bit of an exanple,

t hat's what happened to us. You know, to give you sone
exanple, | was a nine-year-old girl and went through the
sane experience being in a boarding school.

| didn't realize | was going to transl ate
her -- by the way, ny nane is Louisa R ley. She
explained -- | nean, she told you her |nupiaqg name and
also that she's lived all her life and knows all the
tradi ti onal know edge about -- and we do have peopl e

that |live here that has those know edges. And to use

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

34

them as getting all the information, that is very
I mportant.

You know, |'ve heard a lot of our elders. |
nyself is an elder in training. |'ma very young el der
in training. And that's how we | earn, from our el ders.
And so it is an honor for ne to translate what she
said -- and I wsh | had thought of it, but she said
that we do have a | ot of people that knows the
know edge. We do have people that work with the | nupiaq
people. You know, we are the | nupiaq people up here.
We are the original people up here.

So there are sone workers that are here -- I'm
glad to have net you, too, so | could identify who you
are, because there's always -- so nuch changes.

But the other is, you know, seasonal. You
know, she was tal king about the seasonal changes in the
ocean and to have that know edge from peopl e that know
that. So that's what | have on here.

DI RECTOR TOMW BEAUDREAU. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch. Thank
you. And her comments have been recorded so we can get
further translations later. So thank you.

Are there any other elders in the chanber
before | go to the villages for el ders?

MR JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROVWER: Good evening. M
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ni cknane i s Johnnie Brower. M | nupiaq nanme i s Nuvuk
Kunaq. There are two things that | don't |ike about
this nmeeting. First, the rules and regulations within
the State of Al aska boundary. Second, the federal
sector for the federally recognized tri bes.

I|"mnore in favor of the rules and regul ati ons
t hat woul d be i nposed on these matters by the federally
recogni zed tri bal sectors because they have ability to
put things up the way | would |like to see them The
Nort h Sl ope Borough has a State boundary limt, which is
okay for | and-based people living on | and.

One of the bigger concerns that | have that
I'"mnot too fond of is after the seismc explorations
t ook place for a couple of nonths -- you know what a
black tide is conpared to a blue tide and a red tide?
The black tide is the dead matter of all -- all
m croscopi ¢ ani mal s that our endangered species ani nals
eat. It's a conbined m xture of the -- when it's
already dead, it collects and mngles with the al gae and
other m croscopic aninals and it becones | arger and
| arger. And these were reported as bl ack sheens and
bl ack tides in our Arctic waters.

And when this kind of thing gets into areas
where seal s, walruses, and other animals flourish and

eat and mgrate to and travel from these kind of
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t hi ngs, you don't have -- budget nobney to explain to
people. You have to have the seismc exploration, and
you're playing ganes in the polar Arctic waters.

And if you do too much destructive danages on
the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you're reducing
the fresh food that supplies the different areas of
different countries fromour polar Arctic region, not
just for our Alaska region. And that's one part that
peopl e don't understand very good.

| -- as an lnupiaq person, | amnot in | ove
wi th watching ny own future generations going to end up
having to see sone of the things that we are seeing.
It's not going to happen at the nonent, but it's
devel oping slowy where it wll becone a |long-term
effect. Just exactly the sane way -- before | went to
school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe
Bay, | was able to run around the North Sl ope country on
a dog team novi ng rei ndeer near here with friends and
relatives. | can't even do that.

The pl aces where | hunt and fish in Prudhoe

Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff

like that. Fifteen years ago | went over there to do
sonme hunting, and the security said that | don't bel ong
there. I'mlnupiagq in ny own | nupiagq country and they
tell me that | don't belong there.
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The concept of the Inupiag country that |I'm
tal king about is altogether a separate entity that's not
with the United States nor the Russians. M ancestors
goi ng back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the
Arctic Ccean coastal line was 12,500 years ago? Does
anybody in Washington, D.C , who inposes all these
t hi ngs, know these things and how nmuch ny people's
ancestors -- ny ancestors and ny people on how far their
hi story and | anguage goes back in time?

| amreally appalled in the way -- how sone of
t hese thi ngs have been conducted since the oil was
di scovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by neans | -- |I'm
not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has
devastated ne, ny people, nmy culture, our way of life,
and we're still trying to explain that we would like to
keep our way of life and our culture and our food
sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in
our future generations to cone so that they may live a
healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people
and say, "W need this, we need that."

| would nore or less like to see sonething
that Bill dinton introduced to our country sayi ng thank
you to the Native Anerican society in North America in
the Lower 48, thank you for allowng us to be a country

over yours. And one of these days I'd like to see the
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Nati ve society say, "Ckay, United States, tinme is tine,
enough i s enough, you've done too nuch.™

| think it's about tine you need to pay rent.
Your | ease or your anpunt of tinme that you have occupi ed
my Native country, you need to pay npbney so we coul d get
sone revenues into our account that our famlies really
need really bad. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch. Thank
you for your conments.

Any ot her elders that would |i ke to speak
before | ask for elders in the region -- in the other
vill ages?

Ckay. Wth that, Kaktovik, | believe you're
on the line. Are there any elders that would like to
speak before | get to public coments?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: No. There's none here in
Kakt ovi k.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

| guess Nuiqsut is on the line. Any elders in
Nui gsut that would like to speak first, please?

VWinwight? Are there any elders in
VWai nwight that would |i ke to speak?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Good evening. No elders
her e.

DR JI M KENDALL: Ckay. Thank you.
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And there was one other village that | m ssed.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Poi nt Lay.

DR JI M KENDALL: Point Lay. Point Lay?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: None here at this tine.
Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Anaktuvuk Pass, | wunderstand
you're on the line. Any elders that would |Ii ke to speak
first?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: There's none here at this
time. Thanks.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

And before we nove to the general public, an

el der just wal ked in.

CGeorge, I'lIl let you wite. | don't want to
M SS you.

CGeorge Edwardson just wal ked in. And before
we open it, | would |ike George to finish signing in and

see if he has any comments, because | know he knows what
we're here for.

MR, GECRGE EDWARDSON: Coul d you tell ne what
it's about?

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, George. W're
here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to
2017.

MR, GECRGE EDWARDSON:  Ckay.
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DR JI M KENDALL: And | know you're one of the
very know edgeabl e el ders here, and | hate to put you on
t he spot, but | know you're busy.

MR, CGEORGE EDWARDSON: Ckay. You' ve got ne on
t he spot.

DR JI M KENDALL.: |'ve got you on the spot.

MR. GECRGE EDWARDSON: Ckay. This is the
EIS -- right --

DR JI M KENDALL: Correct.

MR CGECORGE EDWARDSON:. -- for the five-year
pl an?

DR. JI M KENDALL: Five-year plan that's a
draft.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON:  And sone of the limts
on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dunped
in the water has al ready been increased so you could do
nore dunping in the ocean; is that right?

DR JI M KENDALL: No. | don't think so, no.

MR, GECRGE EDWARDSON: It hasn't passed yet?

DR JI M KENDALL: No.

MR, CGECRGE EDWARDSON: Ckay. You've al ways
known how | thought and felt about you, the federal
governnent, attenpting to go out in the Arctic Ccean.
That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,

healthy with the harvest we get fromthe mari ne mammmal s
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i n the ocean.

And the industry tal ks about how safe they can
operate now. The safety of that operation they do, they
tal k about oil booners they could use, which don't work
when the current gets over three knots because the oi
starts to go over it and under it.

And when you | ook at vessels and ice
conditions, the United States had two icebreakers. One
i's broken down for nore than a year and the one that was
wor king went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts
in order so it could cone back. That is not a, you
know, very safe backup for attenpting to go out in the
ocean.

And you understand the ocean's going around in
a circle around the Arctic Ccean? A big piece of ice
sits out here in the front, ten years later it cones
back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice
around and how cold tenperatures are. In the warm
wat ers when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself
apart and the lighter ends di sappear and nakes it a
little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.

And just to give you an exanple, in 1942 when
they were building newlines 50 mles to the east of
here, a Liberty ship ran aground. And in order to save

it, they had to dunp the bunker oil into the ocean in
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order to float it to save it. And they did save the

boat. But every tine a stormhits that high water nark,
it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in
the inlet and then it starts killing all over again.
This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now. Still is
t oxi c.

And it is a scary thing you do when you sit
down and cone up with a five-year plan to go offshore.
And as a people, we have been telling you over and over
all these years, no, no, but nobody can seemto hear.
W& nust not be speaki ng the sane | anguage.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you, George.

Now we're going to open it up for genera
public comments. How about if we start with the very
back row? Wuld anyone in the very back row like to
make a comment ?

And your nane, pl ease?

MR, BILL TRACEY, SR : M nane is Bill Tracey,

and | don't care how you spell it.

| came here tonight -- | guess |I've said this
before -- on behalf of all the sea aninmals and mamal s
that can't be here tonight. 1've had the distinct

privilege of spending entire weekends and nonths with
wal ruses that have haul ed out onto the shores of Point

Lay. You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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buffer zone of 25 mles up fromPoint Lay to Wai nwi ght.
We appreciate that. The wal ruses appreciate that. But
it's really not enough.

These aninal s are hauling out because there
isn't any nore ice nearby that they can rest on, where
they can | eave their juveniles and go forage for food.
They find thensel ves nmaking their way to | and and
spendi ng one nonth, and it's working towards two nont hs
now, of every year |ooking for a place to rest.

These ani nal s, when they beach thensel ves,
they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.
They're sick. W're finding sores all over these
wal ruses, all over the seals, along wth the bel ugas.

Point Lay is another area where belugas really
| i ke to conjugate. There's a | agoon systemthere. This
| agoon systemis about 100 mles long. It's pretty
unique. It's got nore water fow and sea nmanmal s t han
anywhere else in the world. They spend their summers
t here.

These areas are very sensitive, along with
t housands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea
and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik. All
t hese shorelines are used. So in order to get to these
shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper

waters to nake their way north to south and back.
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| had lunch with 20,000 walruses. | got to
watch them like | was telling you, for hours and hours
and days and days. MWy wife and I. MW wife is on line

from Poi nt Lay right now.

We found ways to get close to them W
observed them W photographed them W shared those
phot ogr aphs so that other people wouldn't have to make
their way there and disturb them and probably cause sone
sort of stanpede.

W were finding hundreds of dead wal ruses,
nmostly juveniles. Their population in the next couple
of years is going to be very sad because so nmany
juveni | es have di ed because they're on |land. | guess
this summer the closest ice to the wal ruses was over
700 mles away. There was no way that they coul d use
that ice. | nentioned that we noticed that these
animal s were getting sick, there were sores. Scores of
t hem wer e dead.

And | want to nention sonething about the
bel ugas, too. Point Lay hunters have been harvesting
bel ugas for as long as |'ve been there, and | have only
been there since 1973. Point Lay's history goes way
back, and bel ugas was one of the nmainstays there.

This year, the animals seemto be a different

group. And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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the belugas that they were nornmally seeing were nuch
larger. This is a group of -- a pod of belugas that
were mature but smaller. So we're not sure where this
group actually cane from

A lot of strange things happened. That
barrier island that nmakes the Kasegal uk Lagoon is | osing
ground. The erosion is trenendous. The shorelines are
falling into the sea. | really hate to see, you know,

what's goi ng to happen once we | ose that Kasegal uk

Lagoon. And | think we will lose it. W' ve already had
a couple of hones fall into the ocean because of the
er osi on.

But back to the animals. \Where sone of the
present | ease sal es have al ready been purchased, it's
just 90, not quite 100, mles west of Point Lay where
the wal ruses are hauling out. W believe that the
wal ruses are going out that far and foraging. They like
to hit that Hanna Shoal area. 1It's very shall ow and
rich in nutrients for these ani nals.

If they're making it out that far and we're
allowing drilling nuds and that sort of thing to be
dunped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea
floor, "'mafraid that that's an alien material that's
going to do danage to these animals. |If not to them

directly, indirectly through m croorgani sns that they're
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feeding on. | don't know how nuch study has gone into
t hat .

W heard a little bit earlier about the bl ack
tide. | like that term And one thought that | had was
the sea ice that's nelting has held these m croorgani sns
and al gaes for thousands of years and now that the ice
Is nelting and receding, this stuff is being rel eased
and it's making its way to our shorelines. |It's naking
its way into the stomachs of these animals. | could be
wrong, but prove ne wong. Really.

There's just so much going on up here that |
really don't think it's tinme that we junp to any
conclusions that we're ready to drill. NMaybe we are;
maybe we aren't. But when there's always that question,
you want to err on the good side.

I think we need sone nore science up here, and
| think we need to really watch what these animals are
doing. They're crying for help. There's just so nuch
activity up here, so nuch is going on. Just in the 40
years that |'ve been here, it's |ike day and ni ght.
Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you will, and they're
pr oposi ng nore roads.

The oceans here are becomng ice free. Those
are the new highways. W're going to have nore traffic

up here. Are we ready for it? No. W can't help
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traffic in need out there. W don't have the

I cebreakers. W don't have the ships. W don't have

t he Coast Guard up here. W don't have deep water. |If
a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is
to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water
ports here.

| can go on and on. There's just so much
going on up here, and it's happening so fast that |
think we need to sl ow down and, you know, count our
bl essings really. So far so good. W haven't had any
maj or incidents. W don't want any major incidents. W
want everybody to do their best. W want technology to
catch up. W're not asking for a whole |ot.

M. Brower stated that -- and others that the
ocean is our garden. All our food, a majority of our
food, is coming fromthe ocean. |f that were to change,
how do we deal with that? W don't do well living on
hotdogs. The whale is part of this heritage, this
culture, along with all the other aninals.

And respect is why everybody is still here,
why things work here. They respect the | and. They
respect the ocean. They respect the animals. They
respect each other. And we would |like to respect
everybody that cones here and says that they're here to

|isten to us, to work with us.
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And with that, I1'd Ilike to thank you fol ks for
com ng and doing just that. You're listening to us,
you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.
So thank you. Thanks for this opportunity to speak.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch for your
comments. Thank you.

Anybody el se in the back row, because |I'm
going to nove it to the second row now.

M. QAl YAAN SU ESU E:  Sure. ' mready now.
You caught nme off guard | ast tine.

H . Good evening. Qaiyaan Su'esu' e for the
record, Qa-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.

Good evening, tel econference | and, from
Utqgiagvik. It's good to be hone.

| want to, first of all, thank BOEM fol ks for
bei ng here. As you know, it's been quite a journey the
past coupl e weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the
chance to attend various public hearings and hear
comments fromother villages and other regions as well.

Al ong the road | have always |iked to provide
nmy own comrent on behalf of ny subsistence way of |ife,
nmy upbringing, and what | have a feeling nost of ny
peers and fellow | nupi ag have the sane feeling as, which
Is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes

nore through the process, it is very critical that we do
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| ook very closely at the risks involved, which, again,
are the fact that there is very little proven cl eanup
nmet hodol ogy. There's very little baseline science yet.
There's very limted infrastructure that we have to work
with. Those are some main obvious things that need to
be taken into consideration.

Also, | -- with the news today hearing that
BCEM condi tionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it
really is good to know that our public comments and
concerns of our tribal governnments and organi zati ons are
bei ng heard. And it gives ne hope that with the new
BCEM adm ni stration -- it gives the public hope that
we're -- our voices are heard. So thank you for this
opportunity to publicly coment.

Sone of the things that |I've noticed
t hroughout attending different hearings -- and | would
li ke to pass this nessage along fromfolks in the
vil |l ages who have brought ne to the side and asked ne
over and over, "Wiwo are they now? Wich group is this?
What are they doing here?" | think sone of the nost
beneficial things to i nprove the process, at least with
the -- in going through the EI'S, the public coment
period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the
public are better educated in what neetings we wll be

att endi ng.
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| noticed com ng back to Barrow and aski ng,
you know, folks, "Hey, are you conmng to the neeting?"

"What neeting?"

So I think nore public awareness and maybe
per haps an educator from BOEM rat her than sendi ng
i ndi viduals trying to scranble and figure out, who are
t hey now, what are they here for, what process, what
step are we in. It would be beneficial to spend the
time and effort to have nore outreach to the comunities
on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind
of nmeeting we're in today.

And | think that's about it for now That's
all | can think of. | have spoken so nuch | just have
run out of words. But I'"'mjust really glad to be hone,
and wel cone you here. It's so good to hear AEWC
comments and fromour elders. And what | can say as a
young person is, | was born and raised as well to listen
to our elders. Federal governnent or a young adult,
listen to our elders. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch.

And | believe, gentleman, you had your hand up
in row two? Your nane pl ease?

MR, DUKE MORROW  Good evening. Hi. Duke
Morrow. | just have a question about process. W're

sitting here tonight -- 1'd like to congratulate all the
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people from BCEM for being here and the efforts they're
putting in to educate us on this five-year plan. But,
in fact, BOEMis here because of a political reality due
to an oil spill last year. Had that not happened, we
woul d be talking to different people under different
circunstances. So what happens next year when there's a
change in the political realities?

DI RECTOR TOMMW BEAUDREAU. So you're
absolutely right. |If there wasn't an oil spill, one
per son who woul dn't be here would be ne. The whole
reason | came to the Interior Departnent was because ny
partner, M ke Bromm ch, and | were asked by the
President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior
Departnent to inplenent these reforns.

And t he changes we nade to offshore oil and
gas oversight in terns of the structure of BOEM the
structure at BSEE, are neant to be | asting changes. Let
nme give you one exanple: Lasting changes that won't
sort of ebb and flow wth change in politics and
whi chever party is in power and that sort of thing.

And 1'Il give you one exanple. One of the
nmost fundanental structural changes we nmade w t hin BCEM
was the appoi ntnment of a chief environnental officer, a
| ead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Al an

Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for
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overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par
wth the officials responsible for the | easing program
has an equal say in the five-year program and any
potential |ease sale with the fol ks who organi ze and
plan the sale in order to provide and nake sure that --
provide a voice for environnental science and nake sure
that we're striking the appropriate bal ances.

We made that person a career official, and so
he -- or in the future maybe she -- is enbedded, his
career, his professional -- there's continuity across
adm ni strations and by our design, we hope, isn't
affected by the politics at the nonent.

One of the -- when we were speaking wth the
borough earlier today, one of our tasks early on is to
establish BOEM s reputation; what is BOEM what are we
known for, how do we want people to think of us? And it
is fundanentally as a scientific organization;
geol ogi sts, geophysicists, biologists, mari ne mamaual
specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,
ant hr opol ogi sts. But the conmobn thene there is our
deci si on-naki ng has to be grounded in the data, in the
sci ence.

| get asked by politicians, | get asked by
reporters, "CGee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad

spot? You' ve got the environnentalists on one hand who,
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you know, don't want to see |easing, you ve got
politicians on the other hand who think you' re not doing
enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's
right?" And ny answer is, the only way is science. The
only way is relying on the data, relying on the
information, allow ng that to shape your

deci si on- nmaki ng.

That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's
how we arrived at the decision with respect to limting
the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration
plan. It was based on our assessnent of the data, how
long it would take to nount a relief well operation,
open water spill response, the tine it would take to cap
and contain that well. And so it wasn't political, it
wasn't influenced one way or the other by what
politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career
staff, our professionals, providing input and shapi ng
t he deci si on.

And that's the institution we want to build.
And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it wll
be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and fl ows
depending on who's in office. But that's what we have
i n m nd.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you. W're still back

on the second row there. Anybody want to speak?
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MS. DALLAS-LEE BRONER: |'m Dal | as-Lee Brower.
And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope
that you will include in your science the traditional
whal ers, the traditional ways, wth respect because so
often we have observed that the scientists because of
their training and because of their degrees have put
t henmsel ves hi gh and above the people here and throughout
Al aska who have great know edge, and so | wanted to make
a strong point about that. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch. | am
t he new regional director for Alaska. [|'ma trained
scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100
percent right. On ny watch, traditional know edge w ||
be treated wth respect and the people that do science
fromny organization will do so, period. It's very
i mportant. So thank you for your conments.

Anybody else in -- okay. Sorry.

MR. HARRY BRONER: (Good evening. Harry
Brower, resident of Barrow Born and raised here in
Barrow itself. | have shared with you ny different
capacities |I've held in Barrow in neetings we've had
here. I'mcurrently the chairman of the Al aska Eski no
Whal i ng Conm ssi on, representing our ani mals around our
vill ages, and the deputy director for the Departnent of

Wl dlife Managenent doing research on our resources that
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we depend on for subsi stence.

In regards to the informati on you provided and
wanti ng sone feedback, you know, this is a |ot of
information that we try to absorb in just a matter of

time since the printing of the docunent, receiving the

docunent, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being
reflective of sone -- the mgjority of our concerns.
Sone are; sone aren't. It gives and takes in different

areas of the docunent.

Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments
fromour elders, again, the level of interpretation
that's provided and understandi ng the docunent is very
critical in the ways to -- how do we best neet the need,
how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly
take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening
for the very resources that we depend on for
subsi st ence.

It's -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it
coul d have been a very positive thing because of what
happened in the Gulf. It depends on how you viewit,
and | express your concerns to the thought. | was very
gl ad Nanauq made her comment about her upcom ng, her
lifestyle, subsistence. The ocean provides a |lot of our
food, and that's the way it's been since as a child

growi ng up. The level of interpretation was -- by no
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nmeans -- no m stake -- no pun intended to downpl ay
anyt hi ng or anybody or anything |li ke that.

The level of interpretation, it has its
i npacts as well. She was referring back to her
chi | dhood and her parents raising the famly along with
her subsisting off the ocean and the surroundi ng areas
where they did their subsistence activities, and that is
a very significant statenent.

You know, we grew up using these resources.
The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,
whal es. And then in turn subsisting off those resources
it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.

So when you -- you know, we've changed over
time, nade our own adaptations along with tinme as we've
seen going forward. These are very inportant things to
keep in mnd in our culture. Because if we nake any
ki nd of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence
activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on
whet her we survive or die in the mdst of things.

W don't allow for m stakes when you're |living
here in the Arctic. It's a very unforgiving area to be
in. There's no roomfor error. You get into
life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.

And that's what we've tried to express over

the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

57

In the beginning | renenber ny elders indicating, no, we
don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore. No
of fshore oil and gas.

Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in
the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see
our federal governnent regardl ess of our statenents
continue holding | ease sales, and yet we -- even though
we're in opposition, we still like to renmain at the
table to be able to help steer the devel opnment activity
occurring offshore.

Even though in ny mnd | say no to offshore
oil and gas, | still want to be at the table to help
steer that activity, regardless if the participants |ike
me or not. | still want to be at the table.

So that's where we -- you know, we give and
take for the |ast 30 years, and we've been backed up to
the wall and we've got no nore roomto back up but to
stand at attention, but we'll be there. | nake ny
comment s because of what |'ve | earned over tinme and
going to these neetings. It's not an easy thing to be
here providi ng coment s.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch, Harry.

Ckay. The third row down --

MR. HARRY BRONER: | just want to conti nue.

In terns of, you know, the participation and the
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interpretation of the docunent, you can't expect one
person to be able to find you a whole | ength

of information within a short period of tinme. |It's very
I mportant for you to cone back even -- this one-tine
meeting isn't enough.

The introduction of the docunent -- this is
the first introduction of that, basically, by the
agency, by the federal governnent, holding the | ease
sale, and yet we're expected to provide comrents within
a short period of tinme, 45 days. And this is going to
be i npacting us for the next five years.

| think it's unfortunate that we're put in
this situation in terns of providing comments. |[|f that
time could be | engthened, it would be appropriate, but
it's up to, again, our federal governnment to make those
deci si ons and how you plan to pan out your offshore oi
and gas devel opnent into the future.

| think I"Il stop here. | see there's other
peopl e that want to make comments as well. | probably
could sit here all day and all night talking to you
because | just canme back from another neeting with
onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the norning, and I
don't think I want to be here another night, especially
a Friday night, until 1:30 in the norning. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Harry. Always a

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

59

pl easur e.

Anybody else in the second row before we go to
the third row?

MS. LOU SA RILEY: (Speaking in Inupiag.)

Greetings to everybody. |'mglad you guys are
here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened. Up
to maybe 100 years ago. But it's really -- 1 feel Ilike
we're noving forward. And |like Harry said, we stil
want to be part of it even though it nakes us cry. W
could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,
50 years ago, so I'mjust glad that we're able to do
t hat .

Most of ny life, of ny adult life, | have been
working with ny famlies, our Inupiag famlies, the
devastati on of what happened to our famlies. So |
would |ike to see social inpact for our famlies. W
didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went
t hr ough.

To give you an exanple, | grew up in the
Kaktovi k area. After the pipeline was built, one sunmer
the caribous did not go through. Fortunately, ny uncle
John Hagle (ph), a traditional |nupiaq nan, had his
little store. He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they
sent him 100 cases of turkey. Qur Creator was wat chi ng

out for us. W hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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that summer. Because in those days, we did not get
pl anes every day |ike we do today. So that was the
devast ati on.

l'd like to see social inpact, where once we
get that -- we need the oil conpanies to help or the
governnent to help, too, take care of our famlies
because it devastated us.

You know, he said 30 years. That's 30, 40, 50
years of so much changes and it's still so nuch changes,
and we don't get a chance to really process it in our
| nupi ag. You know, just like when | was translating, |
have to thi nk backwards because we speak I nupiag totally
opposite. So when you're speaking to ne in English, |
have to turn it over again. So in that process, we |ose
nore than half of what's being said.

And |i ke our young -- | love to see our young
peopl e, you know, being vocal. That gives ne warm
fuzzi es, because there's sonebody that's going to take
over to |l ook out for our future generation. Because
|'ve seen and | work with the inpact it had on ne and ny
famlies, and beg, borrow, maybe sonetines steal to try
to get the help for ny inpacted -- fromthe oil
conpanies 40 years ago. So I'd like to see that.

That's nmy dream And | hope in ny lifetine. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very nuch
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for your coments.

So we're going to nove to row four.

MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: Good evening. M nane
I's Leandra de Sousa, S-o0-u-s-a, and | work for the
Departnent of WIdlife Managenent for the North Sl ope
Borough. And I'd like to thank you for com ng here
today and listening to the concerns. W have a few
comments that I'd like to share.

First, we would I'ike to say that we would
reconmend a conbination of alternative five and six for
the draft PEI'S, which would exclude both the Beaufort
Sea and t he Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration
of the 2012-2017 CCS | easi ng program because that woul d
be keeping wth our strong belief that the potenti al
risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in
Arctic waters.

However, if the sales are to take place, we do
support the subsistence -- two subsi stence whaling
deferral areas that you have, the program and al so the
25-m | e coastal buffer zone. And we al so support the
single sale, three to five period in each planning area.

W woul d al so like to enphasize that
mtigation neasures should be in place simlar to the
ones used by BLMin the NPRA process and should require

mul tiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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better understand the | ocalized environnent, resource
use, and potential risk of operations.

And al so we would |ike to request that area
deferred fromthe past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sal es
not be included in areas to be offered for |lease in the
five-year schedule, and that a conparable deferral area
shoul d be added across Cross Island. And also that a
coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 mles instead
of 25 mles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's
keeping with the NMFS recommendati on of previous
coment s.

And al so include a deferral zone over the
addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal
because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice
dynam cs nake it a refuge for ice-dependent speci es,
such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water
season when devel opnent i s happeni ng.

And we'd also |like to have nore clarity on the
| easi ng program and the | easing sale mtigati on neasures
stating that tankering wll not be allowed for the
transport of oil from Arctic OCS pl anning areas. And
al so that a zero discharge policy will be inplenented in
t he Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of
OCS gas devel opnent. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nmuch for your
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comment s.

Anybody else in row four before | go on?
Rosemary? State your nanme for the record, please.

M5. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Rosenary
Aht uangar uak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k. |I've lived in
Barrow for a year and a half. 1've had -- about five
years before, | went to Nuigsut and | spent 24 years in
Nui gsut. My nom was born and rai sed up here. W have a
strong traditional background. W hunted and harvested
fromthe | ands and waters.

This is very inportant for our famly. This
Is very inportant for our nutritional well balance and
being. | have a son who has di abetes. | know when he's
eating a nore traditional diet he doesn't need as nuch
insulin. This is concerning for us because we have so
many people that are starting to have trouble with
di abet es.

W' ve had a trenendous increase in respiratory
i1l ness. W' ve tal ked trenendously about this in many,
many neetings. W' ve asked for increased restrictions
to gas. W' ve asked for recognition of the air quality
concerns near communities that are facing sone of these
I ssues. W' ve asked support to have a stronger health
I mpact assessnent process. W need to have this process

start now. It can't wait. It needs to be incorporated
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into nultiple layers to get a good assessnent process.
It needs to be |ooking at the well ness of our foods, but
al so of our people as a whol e.

The problem we have in the process is that we
don't have enough data in our databases to adequately
assess our concerns for health inpacts. There's been a
| ot of effort to go out and research our aninmals, but to
research us, it didn't happen. W could have |earned a
| ot .

But now we know from ot her health inpacts that
have been -- health assessnents that have been done
already, two spills, that people that are of
chi |l d- beari ng ages should not work in a spill response
area. Children should not work in these areas. But
what about us who live and raise our children in these
areas and our risk factors for these concerns?

W' re very concerned about other devel opnent
activities that have passed that have al ready
contam nated sone of our foods, and the difficulties we
have i n assessing sone of these issues and foll ow ng up
sone of these assessnents. |If we didn't have sone of
our tribal people involved in sone of these processes,

t he government's process to cone up with an assessnent
woul d have sanpl ed no contam nated | akes. But our

tri bal people asked a | ot of questions, got involved in
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t he process, and have been invol ved conti nuously.

| went to school to becone educated as a
physician's assistant. | went through the community
health and training programin our villages. W don't
have doctors. Qur health aides provide our care. CQur
heal t h ai des need to have nore exposure to inproved
education within this process. There's a | ot of demands
and stress that are being put on them and the anount of
care that they're having to give to our people because
we' re having increased respiratory distress.

The disruption it gives to our famlies when
we have to take our children out to be nedevaced out to
a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a
parent with them It also takes a ot of stress from
our famly nenbers that have to have -- maybe they're a
responder for the fire departnent. Maybe they're the
person that's sitting for our community on the assenbly.
When you take them out sick in the nedevaced process,
you're taking themout with all the other hats that they
wear and contribute to this process.

Nui qsut was hit trenmendously. W absorbed the
process of going through oil and gas devel opnent, and we
feel like Nuiqgsut was sacrified as the social bow of
assessnent to what happens to onshore oil and gas

devel opnent in the Arctic. People of Cordova feel |ike
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they were in the social bowl w thout research related to
what happens to an oil spill. There was a | ot of
information that we could have been incorporating into
this process to protect our people.

But when | toured the Gulf spill, | still saw
the |l ack of enforcenent of protecting nmeasures to help
protect the people when they're working on the spill.
They were not given regulators. They were not using
them People that lived in that area, there were
hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,
but it just |ooked like a smattering of a response;

I neffective placing of boons, nonmai ntenance of boons.

The kind of boats that they have in the Qulf
are not the kind of boats that we have up here. W
don't have those types of ports where we're even goi ng
to bring in these kinds of boats to even get sone of
t his equi pnent | oaded into these areas. W don't have
areas along the coast to even initiate sone of these
responses, |let alone staging areas for themto refuel or
getting any assistance in the process. There's so nuch
t hat we don't have up here.

We're not prepared for a process to go through
a |l ease sale right now. There's so nuch that we need to
absorb fromlearning fromthe Gulf spill that needs to

be i ncorporated in a good process, not the process that
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has been occurring at this tine.

We're very concerned because Nui qsut went
t hrough inpacts related to | oss of harvesting of
cari bous. W went through changes of the natural
envi ronnent that affected our ability to harvest in the
Arctic. W went through processes where seismc
activity diverted the whale. Nobody hel ped us through
t hose processes, and it was very difficult for us.

The social inpacts that we tal ked about didn't
get docunented in the recording processes that are
effective to help us in these assessnent processes that
are before us. W went through training programs to
hel p us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes
are not absorbed into our planning process for these
different things, and yet we're having trenmendous
anounts of nunbers conti nue throughout the North Sl ope
and ot her conmmunities throughout the Arctic Ccean and
yet the understanding for that.

| had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked ne,
why do | keep tal king about these kinds of things, why
do | press these issues about the inportance of our
health and our traditional uses. She told ne all of her
fenal e rel ati ves have died of cancer. That's a
tremendous burden for ne to carry in these processes

because |I've got to find a way to help and build a hope
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that the concerns for health are not going to be
ignored. It's so inportant that we have a better
process before us because we have children in our
communi ties that feel they don't have hope because their
famlies were exposed with previous studies that give

t hem concerns.

And the trenmendous anopunts of cancer rates,
we' ve seen that al so happen in other conmmunities across
this North Slope. | noved to Barrow just a year and a
hal f ago and |1've had over 20 people tell ne about
| eukem a. That's a trenendous burden to bury in this
pr ocess.

The resources to try to care for that are not
exi stent up here. W have to travel far away to give
our hopes to try to be treating for that process. It
really conprom ses stakes for that process. Those
people are very difficult to even bring back hone when
they do go through these treatnents. The resources to
assess themand to nonitor and to help themare very
limted here. Even if we get this brand-new hospital
built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal
with these kinds of things. Still we're going to have
to go el sewhere.

These costs are astronom cal, but we know when

our bodies, the breast mlk, is show ng contam nants and
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nmultiple chemcals that are coming fromall sorts of
devel opnent activities that are com ng down into the
Arctic and wecking our air quality up here. Trenendous
anounts of em ssions and particulate matter, nitrous

oxi des and all these other things, that are being
emtted fromoil and gas devel opnent have affected many,
many peopl e.

Pl ease learn fromthis process. Pl ease
prevent this fromcom ng up here. W are not ready for
a |l ease sale. There should not be a consideration of
this process in the GQulf or up here. W have nmuch nore
that we can be doing to build the process.

W didn't learn fromthe GS-2 spill and yet
we're facing things like this. During that GS-2 spill
i n Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,
Al pine and Liberty. | stood up and opposed the
Nort hstar | ease sale -- the Northstar devel opment
process. And | filed a |lawsuit for over 17 years in
t hat process because | know the risks for our
traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the
f ederal governnent's energy needs. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch for your
coment s.

Your nane, please?

M5. HEATHER DI NGVAN: My nane i s Heat her
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Di ngnman. That's He-a-t-h-e-r Di-n-g-ma-n.

My comment woul d be on Section 4.3.2 to the
heal t h i npact assessnent, which is described under
Nat i onal Environnmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA
regul ations i nstruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to
whi ch the proposed action affects public health or
safety."” It also goes on to state that inpacts on
human heal th can be consi dered beforehand, public and
deci si on- maker awareness can be pronoted, and prevention
or mtigation can be built into the operations.

Wth that said, at the end of this section, it
states, "It would be nore appropriate to di scuss inpacts
to site-specific populations at the | ease sal e | evel
when a better understanding of who will be affected is
clear."”

And that specific statenment, what |I'm
concerned about, how this conclusion cane to be. Wre
heal th i nmpacts ever eval uated and concluded that it
didn't have a great enough inpact to discuss in this
EIS? And is it at BOEM s discretion whether or not to
eval uate hunan health in the EIS? It would seemt hat
BOEM woul d be concerned to see the link how this plan
woul d affect public health and safety, as NEPA states
and is quoted in the EIS. And lastly, an H A woul d gi ve

BCEM a better understandi ng of who would be affected. |
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strongly recommend to BCEM to reconsi der inplenmenting an

H A pl an.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch for your
coment s.

Row four before | go to the -- George?

MR, GECRGE EDWARDSON: | forgot to introduce

nyself when | was talking. M nane is George Edwardson.
I'mthe president of I|nupiat Conmunity.

And just to finish off, the EI'S, environnental
I npact statement, that neans this is the process you use
to see if whatever devel opnent you're going to do is
safe or not safe. The first EIS that canme over the
Arctic Ccean was back in the late '80s, and we were
guaranteed one and a half major oil spills then. W
were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi
when they done their first expl oration.

And | forgot to give you ny education. [|'ma
geologist. I'ma mning and petroleumtechnician. |
was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat
that ever cane to the State of Alaska in 1968. | was a
pl at f or m operator back then. |[|'ve worked in the oil
I ndustry fromthe days they started their exploration
until, you know, the pipeline was built.

My education was given to ne by the

consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Ol Field while it was
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bei ng, you know, developed. So the industry's
consultants were ny teachers when | went to school. So
as a people, we do know what is going on. W understand
what is going on. It's no guesswork.

And when you |look at the EIS, it says if you
see it not safe, you cannot do it. Except today the EI S
I's used as an excuse to speed up whatever devel opnent,
you know, the inpact is being made for. | understand
and nore than believe your hearts and your intentions
are good. Wen you tell us you're a scientist, you do
what is right, | believe you. But you have bosses that
have ot her pl ans.

Wien this | ease sale was first conducted, the
United States found out it was not | egal so they changed
the laws in order to nmake it have the appearance it was
|l egal. The nonent it was not |egal, the | ease sale
becane invalid. Yet today we're continuing this EI S
wth the intent of continuing with this illegal sale
t hat had been conduct ed.

As a regional tribal governnent we have never
received a penny fromany oil devel opment. Qur
muni ci pality, the North Sl ope Borough, received a
portion of what they should have comng to them But as
a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the

bi ggest to | ose -- what npbneys we receive fromthe

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

73

f ederal governnent are to do prograns to assi st our
menbers, our people. And we have to find other nopneys
in order to conme to deal with, you know, hearings |ike
this right here. W have absolutely no kind of
assi stance fromthe federal governnent, yet you keep
com ng and comng and conmng at it. You know, what's
right is right and this is wong.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you for your connents,
CGeor ge.

Ckay. Kaktovik? 1|s there anyone at Kaktovik
who would |i ke to speak and nmake a conmment ?

Nui qsut? Anyone at Nui qsut who would like to
make a public comment ?

VWai nwight? Anyone at Wai nwi ght who woul d
li ke to make a comment ?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here.

DR JI M KENDALL: Poi nt Lay? |s anyone at
Point Lay? Wuld they |Iike to nake a coment ?

M5. MARI E TRACEY: Yes. Thank you very nuch.
My nane is Marie Tracey. Thank you for including us
villages in this tel econference.

| ' ve never seen such |arge nunmbers of wal rus
haul outs here, and it's happeni ng every year now.
W' ve had belugas here in our village. And when we get

the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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the areas of the | ease sales for industry to explore for

oil. 1've heard the walrus, when they | ose any nenbers
of their group, it's like going to a funeral. 1It's so
sad to listen to. | have seen themnaeke it to the beach

and fallen asleep right in the surf. This is when
they're so tired.

| know that -- I1'd like to | eave this thought
wth all of you. Wen we have our Christmas feast in
all our villages, think about what you're going to have
at that feast and what you're not going to have in five
and ten years fromnow. Thank you very rmuch.

M5. Cl LI A ATTUNGOWRUK: Hi . My nane is GClia
Attungow uk, Ci-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-wr-u-Kk.

And | am strongly not agreeing wth the
drilling in the ocean because | have a daughter, and |I'm
pl anni ng on having a boy. And | want ny son to go
fishing and hunting on that ocean. And if they're
drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the aninals are
not going to come back. They're going to go around and
away. They have nowhere else to go but here. This is
it. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch.

Anyone el se at Point Lay?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Nobody at this tinme. Thank

you.
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DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch.

Let's nove to the second row here.

MR M KE HALLER  Anaktuvuk Pass.

DR JI M KENDALL: Ch, Anaktuvuk Pass. |
apol ogi ze.

Anakt uvuk Pass? Anybody for a public conment?

MR. LAWRENCE BURRI S: For the record, Law ence
Burris. That first nane is spelled L-a-wr-e-n-c-e;
| ast nanme Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.

Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not
directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.
However, through trading and bartering and good wll and
generosity we do receive mari ne mammual s of subsi stence
foods. And, you know, it's inportant to our | nupiaqg
brethren on the coast, it's inportant to us here in
Anakt uvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns
that are voiced here tonight. And thank you very nuch.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch.

Anyone el se there?

Ckay. Let's nove to the second row here.

Next speaker.

MR, CGECFF CARROLL: Good evening. M/ nane is
Ceoff Carroll, Ge-o-f-f CGa-r-r-o-1-1. Lots of double
l etters.

l'"d like to thank you for com ng tonight. And
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|'ve got to say, | really do appreciate your new
sci ence- based approach. | think it is a nuch better
system now t han what we had under MVMS. |'mglad to hear

that you seemto value the opinions and the know edge of
the local residents. And it sounds |ike your approach
to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the
Beaufort Seas as | ong as possible to gather as nuch

I nformati on about those areas is -- you know, that's
wel | warrant ed.

| support the conbination of alternatives five
and si x, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this
five-year |l easing program And | say that because
just do not think we're ready. | nean, the people here
are not ready for this to happen. The technol ogy that
we have to work with isn't there. There are just a |ot
of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start
| ooking at i1t, but I don't think we're ready.

First and forenpbst, we cannot clean up an oil
spill at this point. | don't see how anybody can get up
there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good
chance of cleaning up an oil spill. | nmean, maybe if it
happened on a nice cal mwarm sumer day there would be a
chance, but much nore likely it's going to be a horrible

storny w ndy day and you're going to be dealing wth
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either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.
And there's just no equipnent that's made to work in
t hat .
You know, you hear of sonething like Shell oil
saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.

I nmean, why would they even say that? That's just

silly. | nmean, out of all the big spills |I don't think
t hey' ve ever gotten above single digits. | nean, they
retrieve |l ess than 10 percent of the oil. And the Gulf
of Mexico, less than 10 percent. Exxon Valdez -- |

mean, it just isn't there. W can't clean up a spill.
And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we
don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.
| nmean, it's been on the news lately, the United States
does not have an icebreaker. | nean, that is absolutely
pat heti c.
W have one that's sort of a half-baked
I cebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even
t hi nk about bangi ng around out in the Arctic and doi ng
t hi ngs when we don't even have the capability of -- you
know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Pol ar Sea,
I nmean, half the time those things were broken down, had
a broken rudder, they had this, they had that. | nean,
how can a country that can't even build a decent

I cebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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Arctic?

Anot her thing, the Coast Guard. | really
admre the Coast Guard. | admre the people that work
for the Coast Guard, but | think they're the first to
say we're not set up to cover what's comng in the
Arctic. They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even
the expected traffic that's com ng through there.
They've really got to phase up before they' re anywhere
near ready to deal with the Arctic.

You know, an oil spill at the wong place, the
wong tinme, you know, it could be devastating to
w I dlife populations from everything from bowhead whal es
to plankton. And | think it's been stated several tines
t he subsi stence harvest is extrenely inportant
nutritionally and culturally to the | ocal popul ati on and
it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this
tine.

| don't know, it's probably a poor anal ogy,
but a couple nonths ago they had a great article in the
Nat i onal Geographi c about these guys that were clinbing
t hese amazing nountains with no ropes. | nean, it was
just incredible. But, you know, it's also really crazy.
| nean, it's just foolish. And | just equate that to
drilling oil in the Arctic wthout being able to cl ean

up an oil spill, is the sane thing. It's not -- we're
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not there yet. It's not tine.

So | guess | would just |ike to repeat, |
woul d |i ke to support a conbination of alternatives five
and si x, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year
pl an.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you for your conments.

And, sir, | believe you wanted to nake a
conmment next?

MR, JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROVER:  Yeah.

DR JI M KENDALL: And your nane, please, for
t he record?

MR, JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROVNER: My nane is Elvis
Presl ey.

DR JI M KENDALL: Elvis has left the buil ding.

MR, JOHNNI E KUNAQ BROVER: Good eveni ng. For
t hose of you that are Anmerican, they know nme as Johnnie
Brower, but ny Inupiag country -- ny lnupiag nane is
Nuvuk Kunagq. And I"'mnot a United States citizen by
birth, and that's the way |I like it.

The reason why you're here, the way you stated
it, is because of the way and the nature of what has
happened at the Gulf of Mexico district. By all neans,
they have all the industrial parts and places that can

facilitate and entertain the kind of problens that
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occurred down there.

But in an event hypothetically if sonething
| i ke that up here woul d devel op, you don't have an
i ndustrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,
you don't have an industrial factory that can mani pul ate
and make parts for things up here.

You' ve heard from ot her people stating that we
have sone of the state of the art equi pnent and
material. One person nentioned that an icebreaker nade
it to the North Pole but needed sone parts to nake it
back. The country can have insufficient funds just to
pronote an i cebreaker to go to the North Pole and then
have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a
part to it and then allow it to be able to cone back, is
a very poor idea to one person's imagination.

To make things a little bit nore
under st andabl e, these EI S i npact statenents that's been
going on for quite sone tinme, a |lot of people cone and
go. They nmake their testinonies and they poured out
their hearts. Sone of them are not here anynore. And
what's left of us, we're able to conme and visit on the
entertai nnents of your appoi ntnments bei ng here.

For nme, | don't like the anount of tine that
you guys use when you guys cone to the comunities. You

guys make a hit and run and just take off. The

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

81

community, it gets the idea that people get to say

t hi ngs, what they want to say a little bit, but then

t hey have a lot of serious problens with it. | wonder
what they're going to do after they listen to us.

Currently I'"man active nenber of the
Depart nent of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in
the polar Arctic Alaska region. |I'mnot in love wth
sone of the activities that are going on, just to
specifically state sonething within -- inside the state
boundari es of Al aska. Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bil
in '66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Um at that was
already there in the 1940s.

And to say a little bit nore -- elaborate a
little nore about the Umat area, ny Native friends in
ot her communities, |nupiaq communities, utilize those
jurisdictions in Urmiat area. Personally, nyself, | am
very appalled at the nethods and the ways that are being
conducted in Umat. Previously before 1970, the
transforner fluid was utilized and abused in very
abusi ve ways. And Congress passed a law in 1970
declaring the transforner fluid had sone very serious
car ci nogeni c agents in 1917.

It saddens ny heart for nme to be able to say
this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was

renoved from Um at . And it still continues to di scover
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that kind of naterial is |eeching out of Um at area
after 2002.

Now, from past exploration activities, if the
Uni ted States Congress can budget these kind of things
but cannot conplete a cleanup and verify it like a
real |y good professional house cleaner, certify it as
they cane in and cleaned it up, neaning that there'll be
no other aftermath of the chem cal in that |ocation,
now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no
telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.

| woul dn't approve any offshore | ease sal es or
devel opnent based on just what's happening in Um at
alone by itself. And | nean | would not approve
anything like that if | was a governnent official in
hi gh place until the bottomline how to conduct and
t horoughly cl ean up sonething that occurred in the md
1940s.

And to say it that way and that chem cal, the
transfornmer fluid, is still |eeching out and bei ng
di scovered in containers and being renoved at
300 gallons at a tine fromUm at area is m nd-boggling.
And if there were sone nore other containers that are in
| arge quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw
fl oods, erodes, and danmages an area where they were

buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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where the fish are being conducted for subsistence
har vest purposes for ny Native fellow vill age peopl e and
hunt ers, nmeani ng because of what United States Congress
passed a law in 1970 declaring the transforner fluid has
a very serious carcinogation to human health, that al one
right there, still leeching on the Unmat, is giving ne a
real serious shake on ny head.

And that's the professionalismof what the
United States Congress can produce. And if United
States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of

t hi ngs, they should prove to us United States

citizens -- that they nade us to be United States
citizens even though we are not. So give us sonething
to look at. G ve us sonething to understand. You're

using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the
bush, but you've got a very serious problemin one
| ocation that | am just holding on on purpose that is
not bei ng conducted as a very thorough cl eanup j ob.
Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nmuch for your
coment s.

W' Il go back, but | understand that Atqgasuk
village may be online. Atqgasuk? |Is that true?

Ckay. Harry?

MR. HARRY BRONER: Harry Brower for the
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record. | just wanted to nmake a final coment with
regards to the comments you've heard tonight. I'd Iike
to indicate that | support the coments of the AEWC and

t he North Sl ope Borough.

In regards to the comments of the
envi ronnental inpact statenent, the draft EIS, it neans
sonething to our community to be able to work together
in providing these comments, and | hope they are
meani ngfully addressed in tine.

And, like | said, it's a short period, in ny
opi nion. That's what | shared. Bef ore January 9th,
2012, we still have to go through this |earning curve of
what is really neant in the EIS and the changes that --
new changes that occurred wthin the new organi zati on
and how -- how conpliant are these industry operators
going to be in terns of what we've seen in the past. |

hope to see those changes in a neaningful way. Thank

you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very nuch.

And you had your hand up over here?

MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: Hi. Leandra de Sousa,
and |'' m speaking for nyself. | had a question. There's
no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if

you're going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.

In the EIS you only nention the |liquefied natural gas
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facilities.

DR JI M KENDALL: Ri ght .

MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: So it's only nentioned
for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's
going to be inplenented up here or not. And ny question
Is, what are the plans on that?

DR JI M KENDALL: | don't believe there are
any plans at this tine for LNG

MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: And ny ot her conment
I's, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing
that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for
nore than half of the year here. And it doesn't matter
how nmuch conplete information that you -- that you woul d
ever be able to get that for the open water season,
you'll still have this whol e black box that you don't
know what ' s happeni ng.

That's a future risk in post devel opment and
t he government and sone cooperation has to be done to
fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's
possi bl e, getting i cebreakers from Canada, Russi a,

i nternational effort, because it is the Arctic as a
whol e even though it's being explored on the United
States waters. So it's sonething that has to be | ooked
and addressed at | east saying there's -- it's a | ong,

long tinme of the year that not nuch is going on
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bi ol ogically. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch.

And over here?

M5. LOUI SA RILEY: Once again, for the record,
my name is Louisa Riley, Ri-Il-e-y.

One of the things | renenber fromthe el ders
is if there's a problem try to give sone suggestions as
to what m ght be a solution. W have lots and | ots and
|l ots of wind, you know, all year round. And then during
t he summer nonths, we have |lots and | ots of sunshine, 24
hours a day. W need to think about quit being the
corporate oil tradition and to give nore to wind or sun
or both. And I think that would solve a | ot of our
probl ens. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Very good
comments. Thank you.

Sir, your nane for the record?

MR, GEOFF CARROLL: Geoff Carroll. | think
you' ve got the spelling.

A couple things | forgot to nention. The w nd
thing is one issue. And, boy, this fall, | nean, it has
just been one big winter stormafter another. | nmean,
we had the hurricane for a while and a week | ater we had
anot her najor wnter stormand then anot her one. Boy,

they were big. Mybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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| ooks |i ke there's big changes going on with the weat her
in that respect. And | think it's just going to becone
nore stormy up here.

Anot her thing -- and this is sonething,
actually, we tal ked about |ast year when you were
here -- nmy son, Qunnar, cane with nme to the neeting and
he had done a science fair project. And one of the aces
in the hole that the oil conpany al ways held up about
oil spillsis, well, if we can't get it any other way,
we could burn it. So as part of his experinent, we were
checking to see how successful a person could be at
burning oil in water.

And basically we took a big neasured anmount
of North -- we got our hands on sone North Sl ope crude
and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at

roomtenperature. And we had a bloworch on it and best

possi bl e chance of burning it. [In ideal circunstances,
you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there
burnt. There were still lots of black stuff in the

wat er, but you could hold the torch right on and it
woul dn't burn. Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there
was still lots of stuff in the water.

So then we cool ed the water down to just above
zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing. So then it

was down to 17 percent of it burnt. And then we m xed
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ice and water in there and then it was down to

13 percent. So it's like -- you know, and that was
pretty ideal conditions. That wasn't when there was
waves and, you know, cold and dark and all ki nds of
t hings going on. This was in a pan in a room

Again, | don't think we have any ability to
deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we
get alittle better at that. It's pretty scary to think
about mucking around out there with exploration and
drilling. Thank you.

DI RECTOR TOMW BEAUDREAU: Sounds |i ke Gunnar
Is a future BOEM sci enti st.

DR JI M KENDALL: | don't want to forget
anybody on |ine. Does anyone on |ine have a coment
fromany of the vill ages?

Kakt ovi k? Nui qsut? Point Hope? Wi nwight?
Poi nt Lay? Aktuvuk (ph)?

UNKNOVWN SPEAKER:  Anakt uvuk.

DR. JIMKENDALL: I'mstill learning. [|I'm
still 1 earning.

Let me see if there's anybody else in the

audi ence that would li ke to nake anot her comment.

MR, BILL TRACEY, SR : | do. One nore. Thank
you. Bill Tracey again.
| want to speak a little bit on studies. |'ve
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got a problemw th helicopters. |If you're doing a real
study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we
would do this by boat. W would do this on foot. W
woul d canp in those areas, and we would capture the real
animal s as they naturally are.

When you get industry or a contractor, a
third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use
heli copters or a fixed-wing airplane. And what they're
studying now is a scared aninmal, a scared whale. They
don't act the sane. So when you get information from
t hese studies, you're not getting the real thing. |
just wanted to point that out.

We've had -- one terrific study in the Point
Lay area was red-throated | oon conducted by fol ks at
UAF. It was a three-year grant. They squeezed a fourth
year in. And | commend those fol ks because they did it
all on foot. They used a boat to get up the river and
make a base canp. And they studied these | oons and they
got the true bird, howit acts and lives up there. And
t hey found out just about everything they can about the
| oon. We've had industry do studies up and down the
| agoon, and of course it was in a helicopter.

Peopl e tal ked about caribou tonight. W had
sone pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the

sane tine that there happened to be a coal m ne study.
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The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay
where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and cal ving
areas. Wth all that noise of course fromthe
hel i copters there were no caribou for nmultiple years.
That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess
what ? The cari bou is back.

So when you read sone of these studies, |ook
at how they were conducted and then take that with a
grain of salt. Just sonething | wanted to pass on to
you. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Very valuable. Thank you

very nmuch for that.

Anyone el se? W still have a few m nutes
her e.

M5. QAIYAAN SUESUE: | wuld like to add a
witten statenent, which I will provide once | have
access to a printer. | mght mail themin. And this is

on behal f of Pew Environnent.

Some of their views are -- let's see. Four
poi nts here: Honoring the comunity; input in val ues;
risk to communiti es and subsi stence way of life; a new

approach by the Departnent of Interior, BOEM

And |'ll start with the fact that there are
already mllions of acres based in the Beaufort and
Chukchi Seas. So mllions of acres in the Chukchi and
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Beaufort Sea have already been |l eased to the oil and gas
I ndustry. There are still significant questi ons about
whet her or not exploration and devel opnent can nove
forward safely on the acreage that has al ready been

sol d.

Until oil spill prevention and response and
protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,
there is no need to create additional conflict and
uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new

| ease sal es between 2012 and 2017.

Gl spill cleanup. The fact that there is no
proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic
conditions with cold tenperatures, limted ability,

broken sea ice, and high wnds on top of the industrial
activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,
seismc activities, can inpact bowhead, walrus, fish,
and ot her subsi stence resources, very inportantly, the
| ack of information, the fact that there is little
basel i ne science that exists to neasure the effects of
the spill on the Arctic ecosystem

And this is where I1'd like to speak very
personally, also on behalf of Pew once again. The
Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional
f oods and sustained cultural |ivelihood for the I nupiaqg

peopl e for thousands of years. The federal governnent
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nust nore effectively listen and i ncorporate the
communities' traditional know edge and perspective.

Over the years Arctic comunities and Al aska
Nat i ve organi zati ons have asked MV5, BOEM BOEMRE, to
renove subsi stence use areas fromthe Beaufort and
Chukchi program area boundaries. Many of these areas
have not been renoved fromleasing in the past. There
IS no reason to delay inplenentation of subsistence
deferrals that are well established and that will not
change during the next five years.

Recognition of these critical hunting and
fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 program plan w ||
reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide
greater certainty to all stakehol ders.

And | would also |like to add again the
I mportance of BOEM the federal governnment, to ensure
t he perpetuation of values and culture for our future
generations by -- through nore education and awar eness
on these processes. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch.

George, | understand .
MR GECRGE EDWARDSON: Excuse ne. | forgot
to -- this is George Edwardson. | forgot to nention --

can you hear ne?

DR JI M KENDALL: Yes.
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MR, GECRGE EDWARDSON: Yesterday afternoon
before | started hone | went to a neeting of the
scientists of the federal governnent and the State of
Al aska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the
mari ne mammals. And the topic was, you know, why are
t hese seals dying off, why are the walruses in a
situation they're in.

There was NOAA, there was, you know, that
NMFS, U. S. Fish and WIidlife, Alaska Fish and Gane. Al
the state and federal agencies were | ooking at what was
going on with these seals and wal rus, why was it
happeni ng |i ke that.

And finally when they cane to the end, cane to
sunmari ze, you know, just how nuch we know whet her as a
state or as a federal governnent, they couldn't even
give you an estinmate on how many different types of
seals they were or where the seals went or why were
wal ruses in that situation they're in. They couldn't
even cone up with a nunber on ring seals, on spotted
seal s, on bearded seals, on walruses. They couldn't
even cone up with a nunber to start wth.

And that is sonething scary, and here you're
in the process of attenpting to conduct a | ease sal e.
How can you do that when you don't even know what's in

the ocean? |It's putting a blind on and then goi ng out
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and goi ng sword fighting.

What are you going to do? Let's get real.
Sonetines this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop
here. W're practical people. W're intelligent
people. W should all start acting |like that.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you, George.

Anyone el se who would |i ke to make sone
closing comments? W have a few nore mnutes. | don't
want anyone to feel they were neglected. Everything is
i mportant.

Anyone in the villages on line that have
anything to say?

Ckay. I'mgoing to turn it over to Rosenmary.

MB. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: It's inportant to
recogni ze that there's inportant things to support.
There was sone really good comrents that cane out of the
borough, on the WIldlife Departnent. There was sone
really good comments that came out from Geoff. | really
appreci ate Heather's coments; sonme of our el ders,

Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill. H's good
comments in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.

These are very inportant coments, and we've
wor ked really hard on staying involved in this process,
becom ng educated in all the various things. W have a

|l ot vested in this process. Qur future generations are

M dni ght Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100






© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

95

depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray
t hat a good deci si on cones.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very nuch
for your comments, Rosemary.

Anybody el se have any comments before we end
it?

DI RECTOR TOMWY BEAUDREAU: Well, | just want
to thank everyone for their coments and for
participating. A lot of the comments were -- | nean,
how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the
comments are really canme through. And | just can't tel
you how nuch | appreciate and all of us here at BOEM
appreci ate you taking the tine and sharing themw th us.

We' ve tal ked about -- we've had ot her neetings
over the past week or so, and a lot of these sane issues
have been di scussed in snaller settings. This is a very
sort of fornal setting. You know, you provide us
comments and we listen. And it's extrenely useful, but
| also found the snaller settings can be nuch nore
I nteractive and we can have sort of real human
conversations to be useful as well.

And so | appreciate you going through this
formal process, but | don't want to | eave you with the
I mpression that this will be our only conversation or

this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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Agai n, we've proposed a programthat would
have any potential |easing far down the record. Part of
t he reason why we did that is to build in tinme for these
types of sessions, but also what | consi der even nore
productive smaller group sessions. And so ny staff wll
be here for that purpose, to gather information, coll ect

tradi ti onal know edge, inform our decision-making. And

I will be on the North Sl ope again soon nysel f.
So, again, thank you very nmuch. | really
appreci ate your tine. | really appreciate the

t hought ful ness and the sincerity you brought to
everything you said tonight. So thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: And with that, could we ask
t hat soneone give a cl osing bl essing?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: | do that for a living, so |
m ght as wel | .

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Good evening. This is Point
Lay.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Go ahead, Point Lay.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Qur neeting was cancel ed due
to our weather and there were other functions that night
and we had canceled the neeting. Wuld they be com ng
back to Point Lay for another village neeting?

DR JI M KENDALL: W will see what we can do,

Point Lay. This is JimKendall. It may be in person,
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it nmay be a tel econference, but we're very sorry we

didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely

get your input.

f or

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  All right. Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very nuch

dialing in.

(Bl essing given.)

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 9:43 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, VALERI E MARTI NEZ, RPR, and Notary Public in
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transcription; that the foregoing is a true record of
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2011.

VALERI E MARTI NEZ,
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter
Not ary Public for Al aska
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           1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



           2             (Invocation given by Nellie Nanauq.)



           3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is Jim Kendall with the



           4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.



           5             Now I will ask, who is on line, please?



           6             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.



           7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Point Lay.



           8             Anybody else?



           9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Kaktovik.



          10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kaktovik.



          11             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Wainwright.



          12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We hear you, Wainwright.



          13   Thank you.



          14             Anybody else?



          15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.



          16             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Loud and clear.



          17             That's four.  Anyone else?



          18             Okay.  If anyone signs on later on, that's



          19   fine.



          20             My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm with the Bureau



          21   of Ocean Energy Management, and I'd like to introduce



          22   the very first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy



          23   Management.  We're a new agency.  We have a very new



          24   director all the way from Washington, D.C., Director



          25   Tommy Beaudreau.
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           1             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thanks,



           2   Dr. Kendall.



           3             My name is Tommy Beaudreau.  I'm the first



           4   director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy



           5   Management.  As many of you know, following the oil



           6   spill in the Gulf of Mexico last summer, the Department



           7   of the Interior reorganized the former Minerals



           8   Management Service, MMS.



           9             The purpose for the reorganization was to



          10   divide up the functions of the former MMS so that each



          11   function could be performed better.  Under MMS you had



          12   resource management, environmental assessments, leasing



          13   and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as



          14   revenue collection.



          15             And because the revenues/royalties related to



          16   offshore oil and gas activity were so large and so



          17   important to the country, a lot of the focus of the



          18   agency was on the revenue collections side and less



          19   focus, less management focus, less attention, was



          20   devoted to safety environmental studies.  The people did



          21   those jobs and worked very hard at them, but because of



          22   the demands and all of the other demands within the



          23   agency those functions didn't get enough attention,



          24   didn't get enough resources.



          25             And so following the spill, one of the reforms
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           1   that was implemented was to reorganize offshore oil and



           2   gas oversight.  And that involved establishing three new



           3   agencies:  The Office of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,



           4   which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has



           5   been moved to a separate part of the Interior



           6   Department -- and then as of October, the division



           7   between my agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy



           8   Management, and the safety authority, the Bureau of



           9   Safety and Environmental Enforcement.



          10             And so I'm with BOEM.  I'm the first director



          11   of BOEM.  BOEM's responsibility is really as a science



          12   agency.  Our job is to do resource evaluations -- that



          13   involves geologists and geophysicists -- to help



          14   understand what resource potential exists offshore, to



          15   do environmental studies and environmental evaluation,



          16   to assess the impacts of oil and gas activity on the



          17   environment -- that includes biologists, marine mammal



          18   specialists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and



          19   also we have social scientists concerned with



          20   archaeological, cultural, and economic issues.



          21             And so we're really a resource manager science



          22   organization and policy organization.  Our counterpart



          23   BSEE is a pure safety authority now.  Their



          24   responsibility is -- involves engineers who look at



          25   drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                          6







           1   and the inspectors who go out and make sure that



           2   operations are being conducted safely.  And they also



           3   have responsibility for oil spill response planning and



           4   coordinating with the Coast Guard and other federal



           5   partners in connection with fulfilling that



           6   responsibility.  So that's broadly speaking what our



           7   agency does, what the reorganization was about.



           8             I want to thank you all very much for



           9   attending tonight.  It's a Friday night, it's in



          10   December, it's close to the holidays, I know everybody



          11   has other things that they could be doing, but I really



          12   appreciate you giving us the time to have this



          13   conversation and have this hearing about our next



          14   five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and



          15   gas, which includes some plans with respect to the



          16   Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.



          17             Really quick I'll give a brief overview of



          18   what we propose, particularly with respect to Alaska,



          19   and then Dr. Kendall will go into a little more detail



          20   up front.  But really the purpose of this meeting and



          21   what we want to have happen at this meeting is to



          22   receive input and comments from you.  That's really what



          23   it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that



          24   you've taken the time to join us tonight.



          25             Our five-year plan, we're responsible under
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           1   the law, under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, to



           2   develop a five-year plan that lays out a schedule for



           3   potential oil and gas leasing offshore.  It's our



           4   responsibility under the law to do that.



           5             Whenever we schedule a sale under that plan,



           6   it's not set in stone.  It's a potential sale.  It's



           7   something that we've calendared, but the Secretary has



           8   the authority to either go forward with the sale or not



           9   go forward with the sale.



          10             With respect to Alaska, what is reflected in



          11   our draft proposed program is a new approach to offshore



          12   oil and gas leasing in the Arctic.  We have scheduled



          13   one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale



          14   in the Beaufort.  And we've scheduled both of those



          15   sales late in the program; the Chukchi sale in 2016



          16   potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,



          17   potentially.



          18             The reason we did that is we want to build in



          19   time to, A, continue with scientific research, to



          20   inform, first of all, whether or not leasing should go



          21   forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.



          22   That includes making use of traditional knowledge and



          23   input from local communities.



          24             Two, as all of you in this room know, if



          25   activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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           1   a lot of thought needs to be given to what sort of



           2   infrastructure needs to be in place to support that



           3   activity, including oil spill response.



           4             And then third, we really want to take a



           5   different approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in



           6   the Arctic.  In the past, essentially some deferral



           7   areas were set aside.  But other than that, the entire



           8   area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi



           9   was made available to the companies to bid on.  That was



          10   the traditional model in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was



          11   essentially applied here in the Arctic.



          12             We have something very different in mind for



          13   the future.  What we would like is to have a much more



          14   narrowly tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic



          15   that is focused on, first, where the resource potential



          16   is, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then



          17   second, where the potential environmentally sensitive



          18   areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as



          19   subsistence hunting and fishing.



          20             And so we want to design a program that



          21   essentially looks at where the resource is and then with



          22   forethought and consideration de-conflicts any potential



          23   lease sale to remove conflicts with environmentally



          24   sensitive areas and with alternative uses like



          25   subsistence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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           1   offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maximum



           2   extent possible.



           3             So that's what's in our proposed program in a



           4   nutshell.  We are looking forward to getting public



           5   input on that to help us define what any potential lease



           6   sale would look like in light of those principles I just



           7   articulated.



           8             So Dr. Kendall will now go through a little



           9   bit about our process.  We'll do it quickly.  I think we



          10   owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but



          11   we don't want to take up too much time because, again,



          12   what the session tonight is really about is hearing



          13   input from you and not us talking.  So with that, I'll



          14   turn it over to Jim.



          15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Director



          16   Beaudreau.



          17             Again, my name is Jim Kendall.  Many of you



          18   recognize me.  I've been here before.  But last time I



          19   was here, I was in an acting capacity.  They sent me up



          20   from Washington and said, "Okay.  Go up there for two or



          21   three months and hold the fort down until we decide what



          22   to do."  Well, that was a long time ago and I guess they



          23   liked me and y'all liked me because now I'm here.  And



          24   it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a lot more of



          25   me.
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           1             Before we go on, I want to introduce the rest



           2   of our team.  We've got Bonnie Robson here.  Bonnie.



           3   Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the leasing division



           4   that is responsible for the proposed program.  She also



           5   was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so



           6   she's one of you.



           7             We've got Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our



           8   community liaison.  Many of you know Mike.  I depend on



           9   him to educate me on how to work with the communities



          10   and just do a good job.  So I'm very thankful to Mike.



          11             John Callahan.  John Callahan is from the



          12   Office of Public Affairs.  He makes sure that when we



          13   try to get something out to the communities, it's in a



          14   way that is acceptable, that we get the message out and



          15   that it's clear.



          16             Rob McWhorter.  Rob McWhorter works for



          17   another government agency called Argonne National Labs,



          18   a very prestigious organization that is helping us with



          19   the EIS, the environmental impact statement.  And I'll



          20   go into that.



          21             Janine Tobias.  Janine is from another agency



          22   that I'll mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety



          23   and Environmental Enforcement.



          24             And last but not least, probably the second



          25   most important person in the room -- you're number one.
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           1   We're here to hear you tonight.  The second most



           2   important person in the room is Valerie.  Now, Valerie



           3   is our court reporter.  And we want to make sure that



           4   everything that you say, your feelings, what you



           5   believe, Valerie gets down.  So, please, when we get to



           6   the public comment part, please state your name, spell



           7   your name, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk



           8   slow enough that Valerie can get it.  And that would be



           9   great.



          10             So anyways, I'm going to go through a



          11   PowerPoint here very briefly.  We have been listening to



          12   the communities.  And sometimes when we do this, we



          13   either bring too many pieces of paper or not enough or



          14   not enough information to start the discussion.  So to



          15   try to level the playing field so we're all starting



          16   from the same place, let's take about ten minutes to



          17   walk you through why we're here, to build on what



          18   Director Beaudreau said.



          19             First of all, we're talking about all of these



          20   words, too many words.  Those are the official



          21   bureaucratic words.  The first thing we're talking about



          22   is the proposed program for 2012 to 2017.  "Proposed,"



          23   that's a keyword.  Along with the proposed program is a



          24   draft environmental impact statement, or a draft EIS.



          25   So what we're talking about tonight is a proposed
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           1   program, not final, and a draft EIS, not final.



           2             Next slide please.



           3             As Director Beaudreau said, we're from the



           4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  That was the



           5   previous MMS that's broken up into three organizations;



           6   one organization that handled the money.  They moved out



           7   to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the



           8   engineers, the people that are out there actually



           9   inspecting things that know the engineering.  They're in



          10   the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  And



          11   there's a new word there, "environmental enforcement."



          12   Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,



          13   but they're also making sure that the environmental



          14   mitigations that have been put in place and the



          15   environment laws and regulations are followed.  Very



          16   important.



          17             Then those of us that were responsible for



          18   doing the environmental reviews, doing the science,



          19   following the laws like the Marine Mammal Protection



          20   Act, we are in BOEM.  We manage the resource.  We're not



          21   worried about the money.  We're worried about the



          22   resource, working with the communities.  And the



          23   engineers in BSEE worry about safety and environmental



          24   compliance.



          25             Next slide.
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           1             I threw this up.  Again, too many words.  The



           2   OCS Lands Act.  And we've heard this in the past and I



           3   heard this today at another meeting, you've been -- you,



           4   people like us, have been coming up here for 30 years



           5   and people say the same thing.  I want to point out it's



           6   not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30



           7   years, it's that the law requires us to be here.



           8             Before the Secretary can even propose a lease



           9   sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan.  Okay?  And a



          10   five-year plan is required every five years.  And so



          11   it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and



          12   a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on.  But



          13   before you do that, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands



          14   Act requires that we come out and talk to the community



          15   so you know what's going on.



          16             So I know it's difficult, it's a Friday night,



          17   it's during the Christmas holidays, but you ought to



          18   feel a little bit good that the law says, okay, you



          19   people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the



          20   communities and see what they have to say.  They're



          21   important.  And so that's why we're here.



          22             Next slide, please.



          23             Where we are in the process.  And, in fact, I



          24   I'm going to walk up here a little bit so I can touch



          25   things.  We're at the very beginning of this five-year
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           1   plan for 2012 to 2017.  It's very broad.  Okay?  It's a



           2   broad document.



           3             Then would come a lease sale phase that



           4   Mr. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year



           5   plan, which is still not complete, then there may or may



           6   not be lease sales in it.  Well, if the Secretary



           7   decides those lease sales should proceed, then we have a



           8   process for public input.  We come back up here.  We



           9   talk to the communities.  You saw us last year, two



          10   years ago, three years ago.  This is what's going on.



          11   You need to know what's going on.  So that's why we come



          12   back.



          13             And then it proceeds through exploration,



          14   production, and decommissioning.  If any of this occurs,



          15   then it has to be returned to the way it was.



          16             Next slide, please.



          17             What is in this proposed plan right now?



          18   Well, right now there are six areas included; a little



          19   sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Gulf



          20   of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the



          21   Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.



          22             If you've been following the process, a couple



          23   of years ago there was a draft proposed program that had



          24   more areas in it.  And as we start moving toward a



          25   final, and we're not there yet, areas disappear for one
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           1   reason or another and there's a lot of discussion that



           2   goes on.



           3             Next slide, please.



           4             So probably what we're really interested in



           5   tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi.  Now, I'm



           6   going to repeat some of the things that Director



           7   Beaudreau said because these are very important.  There



           8   is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for



           9   the Chukchi for 2016.  Those have been intentionally



          10   been pushed toward the end of the program so there's



          11   more time for discussion, there's more time for more



          12   science, there's more time to look at infrastructure.



          13   All the things people are concerned with, we have got



          14   time to consider even if they end up in the plan.



          15             Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are



          16   some areas that have already been taken out of the plan.



          17   This red area here is a deferral, 25 miles.  Off of



          18   Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off



          19   of Kaktovik.  It's already been decided that nothing



          20   should occur there.  There will be no lease sale there.



          21             But that's not the end, and this is where



          22   Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting



          23   together a new way of doing business.  We've been doing



          24   science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but



          25   NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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           1             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Why is it only 25



           2   miles?  If you do too much seismic explorations, you



           3   destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two



           4   months of microscopic animals that the endangered



           5   species animals eat already during the seismic



           6   explorations.  And if you only have a 25-mile buffer and



           7   then you do another five years of seismic exploration,



           8   you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the



           9   endangered species animals, they won't have any places



          10   to go feed left.



          11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good question.



          12   This is not --



          13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  I would ask you to



          14   extend that to 200 miles.



          15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it's not written in



          16   stone yet.  So that's a good comment.  And we need your



          17   name.  Your name, sir?



          18             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Nuvuk



          19   Kunaq.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good.  See, that's what



          21   we're getting at.  This is the new way.  Right now,



          22   that's what it is in this proposed document.  Right now



          23   as we speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking



          24   these comments, we're taking the science that's been



          25   done, and we want to take in traditional knowledge --
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           1   sometimes I call it traditional science -- on what areas



           2   should also be red.



           3             As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,



           4   these whole areas were offered up for lease.  That's not



           5   going to happen.  Right now we're looking at where are



           6   the whale migration routes, where are special



           7   subsistence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.



           8             And if we look at those areas and we look at



           9   where there's some oil and gas, we want to de-conflict



          10   areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas could



          11   occur and not impact subsistence and the whale



          12   migrations and things and where should it not occur.



          13             So your question is right on and the last



          14   chapter is not written yet.  So you're right on.



          15             Next slide, please.



          16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me?



          17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Hello?



          18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me.  Hello?



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Hello.



          20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  For those of us that are in



          21   the villages, would you have the people come up to the



          22   mic, please, so we could hear their comments, too?



          23   Thank you.



          24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're not



          25   really to the public comment period yet.  And when we







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         18







           1   do, we will have a mic.  But the gentleman had a very



           2   good comment about the slide, so I didn't want to put



           3   him off until the comment period.  We're only going to



           4   have a few more minutes here.



           5             Next slide.



           6             Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is



           7   considered.  That would be an industry interest only



           8   sale, that if there is any substantial interest by



           9   industry to actually have a sale in there.  Then we



          10   would start the process within terms of the National



          11   Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera.  But



          12   we're not going to extend resources in an area where no



          13   one is interested in terms of industry, because those



          14   are resources we can devote to other areas where there



          15   may be interest.



          16             Next slide.



          17             This environmental impact statement I'm



          18   talking about, this book, this is it here.  It's not



          19   three copies of it.  It's one document.  One



          20   environmental impact statement, it's three volumes.



          21   It's huge.  Sorry about that, but there's a lot of



          22   people working on it.



          23             What is this all about?



          24             Slide.  Next.



          25             It's to disclose plans.  For transparency, we
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           1   want people to know what other people are talking about,



           2   what industry is talking about, what the government is



           3   talking about, what others are talking about.  So we



           4   want everybody to know what people are talking about.



           5             Next.



           6             It's also to involve the public.



           7   Congratulations, you are now part of the process.



           8             Next slide.



           9             To identify and evaluate alternatives.  There



          10   are some alternatives, I believe, over on that wall.



          11   Now, since this is a proposed document, nothing is



          12   written in stone, and things may go away.  It may be



          13   that as we move through the process -- we talked to



          14   people, we looked at the science, we considered



          15   traditional knowledge -- through all these areas, the



          16   areas where a lease sale might occur and the number of



          17   sales may change.  Okay?  So it's not finished.



          18             Next.



          19             To avoid negative effects.  That's right, sir,



          20   we don't want damage to the environment.  We don't want



          21   damage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera.



          22   That's part of the law.  So that is considered in this



          23   document.



          24             Next.



          25             And to unify environmental analysis.  We don't
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           1   want a cookie cutter.  There has to be a way of pulling



           2   all the science together and all the people that are



           3   doing the work.  For example, this document here, this



           4   massive document, it's not just us.  NOAA was a



           5   cooperating agency.  They helped with it.  The State of



           6   Alaska helped with it.  And last but not least, the



           7   North Slope Borough helped us with this document.



           8             So in terms of unifying environmental



           9   analysis, we want to make sure that anybody that has



          10   information or can contribute to the document has their



          11   say so we don't miss anything.  Because when Director



          12   Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,



          13   the ultimate decision-maker, they can lay the



          14   information out and show the Secretary what has been



          15   done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be



          16   made based on the best available science, information,



          17   and traditional knowledge, which is very important in



          18   the Arctic.



          19             Next slide, please.



          20             Some of the things that are in this



          21   document -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect



          22   of noise, seismic surveying, the noise that comes from



          23   drilling, service vessels.  If there was something that



          24   happened after a lease sale and there was some



          25   development and some exploration disturbances in terms
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           1   of pipeline or anchoring, air emissions, related coastal



           2   activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these



           3   are things that have to be discussed up front and



           4   they're in this document.



           5             Next.



           6             And the list goes on.  Marine and coastal



           7   birds, fisheries, marine mammals, ecological resources,



           8   socioeconomics, subsistence.  They're in the document.



           9   We think it's a good document, but it's not perfect.  We



          10   want help with it.  So that's why it's out for review



          11   and for anybody to comment.  What did we miss?  Did we



          12   miss some citations?  Does traditional knowledge say



          13   something that we ought to have in this document?



          14   That's what this is all about.



          15             Next.



          16             Deepwater Horizon.  Director Beaudreau



          17   mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad



          18   accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people



          19   died, a lot of oil in the water, 5 million barrels, a



          20   lot of pollution.  That cannot be allowed to happen



          21   again.



          22             So not only was our agency, the previous MMS,



          23   restructured, but there's been new laws and regulations,



          24   new things have been discussed.  For example, many of



          25   you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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           1   the Arctic.  Well, instead of waiting to build that



           2   capping containment system that they built in the Gulf



           3   while everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to



           4   have one ready to go in the Arctic immediately.  So



           5   things like that are considered.  There has to be a



           6   third party verifying that a blowout preventer works.



           7   So there's been a lot of changes to make sure that



           8   tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the



           9   document.



          10             Next.



          11             I'm about to end.  I've talked too much.  But



          12   to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit



          13   the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 knowing



          14   that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new



          15   one has to start.  We started this process in 2008 and



          16   there was a draft proposed program in January of 2009.



          17             Not so fast.



          18             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sorry.



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then from January 2009



          20   to March 2011, we collected more information.  So now



          21   you have the proposed program, not a final, and a draft



          22   EIS.



          23             Next.



          24             And from November through January 2012, we're



          25   collecting comments on this document so that we can make
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           1   it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the



           2   Secretary of the Interior, they have the best



           3   information, the best science, the best traditional



           4   knowledge, the best economic analysis, so a decision can



           5   be made that everybody knows how it was made.



           6             Next.



           7             And sometime next year, late next year, we



           8   will have a final program that may look very different



           9   from the one now in terms of the sizes of the areas.  It



          10   may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified.  And



          11   then we'll have a new and improved EIS.  And all that



          12   will go to the Secretary and to the Congress.  And



          13   that's what the law requires.  We're going to take



          14   advantage of this time to make sure it's the absolute



          15   best documents and plan we can come up with.



          16             Next.



          17             And then finally, last slide.  It's in the



          18   document, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging



          19   somewhere, you can go to our web site and look at the



          20   document and submit comments.  You can send comments to



          21   Mr. James Bennett.  You can take one of the discs.  And



          22   we've got a couple of copies of the big document that



          23   Rob has.



          24             So our goal here is for people to know what's



          25   being discussed and help us provide the decision-maker







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         24







           1   with the best information to make the best decision for



           2   everybody.  So that's why we're here tonight.



           3             And you've probably heard too much of me



           4   speaking, but before we get right into the public



           5   comment period, I understand there are some



           6   representatives of the local area involved here.



           7             And, Emma, I know I asked you to give me a



           8   list, and you're on that last, but because we're in the



           9   North Slope Borough and this is your chambers, would you



          10   mind giving your opening comments and then introducing



          11   our next colleagues from the Alaska Eskimo Whaling



          12   Commission?



          13             MS. EMMA POKON:  Thank you.  Good evening.  My



          14   name is Emma Pokon, E-m-m-a P-o-k-o-n.  I'm an assistant



          15   attorney for the North Slope Borough.



          16             On behalf of the North Slope Borough, I wanted



          17   to say thank you for coming to Barrow.  Thank you for



          18   traveling around the North Slope and visiting the



          19   communities that would be affected by any activity



          20   offshore.  We think it's really important that the



          21   agency hears from community members, from the residents,



          22   and understands what their concerns are.  So thank you



          23   for making an effort to do that.



          24             Like many of our residents, the North Slope



          25   Borough is concerned about offshore development.  We met
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           1   earlier today.  We'll continue to be involved in the



           2   NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submit



           3   formal written comments during the comment period.



           4             We're here because of the five-year plan, but



           5   I also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge



           6   encouragement that we received today, encouragement that



           7   our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is



           8   listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that



           9   we've raised.



          10             Today there was a conditional approval of



          11   Shell's Chukchi Sea exploration plan.  But among the



          12   conditions on the approval was a requirement that Shell



          13   cease drilling into zones capable of flowing liquid



          14   hydrocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date



          15   of ice encroachment, on September 24th.  This is an



          16   important step in the right direction, and so I wanted



          17   to take a moment to say thank you and also to



          18   acknowledge that we think that this signals that the



          19   agency is listening to the comments that the public



          20   offers at these meetings and work that the borough and



          21   other entities put into in reviewing these documents.



          22             So, again, thank you and welcome to Barrow.



          23             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



          24             MS. EMMA POKON:  Johnny Aiken is the executive



          25   director of AEWC, and I believe he has a statement that
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           1   he wanted to make this evening.



           2             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Is it okay if I sit here?



           3             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yeah.  Absolutely.



           4             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Thank you.  Good evening,



           5   Mr. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues.  For



           6   the record, my name is Johnny Aiken, executive director



           7   of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.



           8             First of all, I would like to congratulate you



           9   on your new position and to welcome you to Barrow.



          10   First, let me say that we really appreciate you coming



          11   to our community to talk with us on some of the issues



          12   that are important to us.



          13             The work you are doing is very important



          14   because it can have a significant effect on all of us



          15   here on the North Slope.  We appreciate having this



          16   opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our



          17   issues.  I also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower



          18   and I yesterday and being able to talk with us and your



          19   colleagues on a one-on-one basis.  I hope you have



          20   enjoyed your stay so far in Barrow.



          21             I want to start by making it very clear to you



          22   what AEWC's job is.  Our job is to protect the bowhead



          23   whale and its habitat, and the bowhead whale subsistence



          24   hunt especially.  That is why AEWC was formed and that



          25   is what everyone in our communities looks to us to do.
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           1             AEWC represents 11 villages from -- all the



           2   way down from the St. Lawrence Island to the Village of



           3   Kaktovik in the east.  We have tried not to get involved



           4   with supporting or opposing oil and gas development, and



           5   we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead



           6   whale and its habitat.  And that is what AEWC has always



           7   done since we were first formed in 1977.



           8             In the last few years, we have been seeing a



           9   significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.



          10   The last time we saw this much interest in offshore oil



          11   and gas exploration and development was in the 1980s,



          12   but that died down much to our relief all the way



          13   through the 1990s except for BP's work to develop



          14   Northstar.  It was pretty quiet, but there were still



          15   some offshore activity going on every year.



          16             In the 1980s, there were a lot of impacts to



          17   our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village



          18   of Kaktovik and Nuiqsut so that the AEWC and those



          19   hunters learned how to deal with those impacts.  Our



          20   federal government did not help us very much so we



          21   learned how to work closely and directly with the



          22   industry to develop mitigation measures to keep their



          23   work from interfering with our hunt.  This is the way we



          24   do things.



          25             Where we live up here, it's pretty remote, as
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           1   you may have seen these past few days.  Not as remote as



           2   it used to be, but still pretty remote.  If we don't



           3   find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get



           4   done and we will not have survived up here for all this



           5   time.



           6             The AEWC developed the Conflict Avoidance



           7   Agreement by working every year with the offshore



           8   operators who were coming up here.  Every year we have



           9   had to learn about their operations and observe their



          10   impacts to our whales and our hunting.  And we had to



          11   develop mitigation measures that would work for our



          12   whalers and also the industry.



          13             This hasn't always been easy and sometimes we



          14   don't see things in the same way and end up in serious



          15   disagreements, but we just keep doing this because they



          16   want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our



          17   whaling.



          18             We have had to figure out how to share that



          19   area with the industry and to make sure that the habitat



          20   out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can



          21   keep hunting them.  The Conflict Avoidance Agreement is



          22   the best tool we have for making all of this work.  And



          23   the industry has been able to get a lot done under the



          24   Conflict Avoidance Agreement while the whalers are



          25   assured that there will be no interference with the
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           1   hunt.



           2             There's been a lot of exploration in the



           3   Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been



           4   quite a bit of development at Northstar and at the



           5   Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and



           6   ExxonMobil.  We've worked with all these companies on



           7   their development under the CAA, and we've worked with a



           8   lot more exploration activities in both the Beaufort and



           9   the Chukchi Seas.



          10             Sometimes it takes a while for companies to



          11   learn how to work with us.  It took Shell a long time



          12   these past few years, but now they seem to be getting it



          13   and they're becoming a pretty good neighbor for us.  But



          14   still we have some problems with some of the other oil



          15   companies like ConocoPhillips and Statoil.  They don't



          16   want to sign a CAA.  Instead, they want to use the Plan



          17   of Cooperation.



          18             It's my understanding that they get the idea



          19   for the Plan of Cooperation from language in the



          20   National Marine Fisheries Service regulations.  It's



          21   also my understanding that the POC language in those



          22   regulations were put in there to get the companies to



          23   work with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and our



          24   whaling captains on the CAA.  When that language got put



          25   in there, the federal government was recognizing that
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           1   our CAA is a good approach to helping the industry get



           2   along with the subsistence hunters up here in the



           3   Arctic.



           4             The government wanted the companies to keep



           5   working with us to negotiate mitigation measures that



           6   allow us to share the water.  And the federal government



           7   was recognizing that the best people to develop those



           8   mitigation measures are the ones that actually use the



           9   ocean.  That means the hunters and the operators.



          10             But now we have these companies that use the



          11   Plan of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell



          12   people what they're going to do without trying to work



          13   out these mitigation measures.  They show up and get



          14   people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out



          15   information and then leave.  They are using the POC as a



          16   backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was meant



          17   to do.  We are very disappointed with this.



          18             We suspect that the oil companies are telling



          19   the federal government that they have worked with the



          20   villages when they give you their reports in regards to



          21   the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs.  The POC is not an



          22   agreement between the villages and the oil industry.  It



          23   really doesn't mean anything to the whaling captains up



          24   here.



          25             This is not a helpful way to go, and we need
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           1   your agency and the NMFS to help us push them, come to



           2   the table, and sign the CAA.  The CAA is the best way



           3   for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get along



           4   and get some work done.  It's been working since 1985



           5   when the CAA was first negotiated and still working.  I



           6   think that says a lot because in the beginning we did



           7   not get along, and I thought both Shell and AEWC would



           8   never be able to work together on these issues.



           9             We also have developed an Oil Spill Mitigation



          10   Agreement for drilling activities.  We first worked this



          11   out with BP for the Northstar project.  With BP it's



          12   called the Good Neighbor Policy.  But with the other



          13   companies, we have started calling it the Oil Spill



          14   Mitigation Agreement because people have begun to use



          15   the title of Good Neighbor Policy to mean other things



          16   besides the oil spill mitigation.



          17             With this agreement, we have an insurance



          18   policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other



          19   areas to hunt if our resources are not available in



          20   traditional hunting areas.  I certainly hope that we



          21   will never need to use this, but it is very important to



          22   have in there in case something happened.



          23             The other thing we need to work on with you is



          24   making sure we have the deferral areas removed.  I know



          25   that Nuiqsut has already told you that they need a
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           1   deferral area east off Cross Island, and I'm sure that



           2   AEWC is going to support them on that.



           3             I don't know for sure how the other villages



           4   feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik



           5   and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but



           6   we will have our whaling convention in February and we



           7   can ask the villages at that time if they want any input



           8   on this issue.  I would like to be able to get back with



           9   you with that information after we have talked with them



          10   in February.



          11             We need the -- we also need the federal



          12   government to keep supporting good research up here.  We



          13   need the right kind of research on cumulative impacts,



          14   because we have to be concerned about keeping our



          15   ecosystem healthy.



          16             So we would like to be able to work with you



          17   on all these issues, and I hope you will take our



          18   concerns seriously.  I stress very strongly, though,



          19   that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it



          20   as the best and only tool that our community depends on.



          21             AEWC will be submitting formal comments to



          22   your agency when the time comes.  And, again, thank you



          23   for visiting with us and I would like to wish all of you



          24   a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Johnny.
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           1             Before we go into the general comments, I'd



           2   like to see if there are elders in this audience as well



           3   as in the villages that are on line to offer testimony



           4   and comment first.



           5             So, Johnny, could you help me?  Is there



           6   anyone in the audience, an elder, that would like to



           7   comment?



           8             We're still on line, folks, in the villages.



           9   We're just having a little side discussion here.



          10             MS. NELLIE NANAUQ:  (Speaking in Inupiat.)



          11             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Did you guys need a



          12   translation?



          13             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yes, please.



          14             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be wonderful.



          15             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Now you know what we've



          16   been through.  To give you a little bit of an example,



          17   that's what happened to us.  You know, to give you some



          18   example, I was a nine-year-old girl and went through the



          19   same experience being in a boarding school.



          20             I didn't realize I was going to translate



          21   her -- by the way, my name is Louisa Riley.  She



          22   explained -- I mean, she told you her Inupiaq name and



          23   also that she's lived all her life and knows all the



          24   traditional knowledge about -- and we do have people



          25   that live here that has those knowledges.  And to use
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           1   them as getting all the information, that is very



           2   important.



           3             You know, I've heard a lot of our elders.  I



           4   myself is an elder in training.  I'm a very young elder



           5   in training.  And that's how we learn, from our elders.



           6   And so it is an honor for me to translate what she



           7   said -- and I wish I had thought of it, but she said



           8   that we do have a lot of people that knows the



           9   knowledge.  We do have people that work with the Inupiaq



          10   people.  You know, we are the Inupiaq people up here.



          11   We are the original people up here.



          12             So there are some workers that are here -- I'm



          13   glad to have met you, too, so I could identify who you



          14   are, because there's always -- so much changes.



          15             But the other is, you know, seasonal.  You



          16   know, she was talking about the seasonal changes in the



          17   ocean and to have that knowledge from people that know



          18   that.  So that's what I have on here.



          19             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thank you.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank



          21   you.  And her comments have been recorded so we can get



          22   further translations later.  So thank you.



          23             Are there any other elders in the chamber



          24   before I go to the villages for elders?



          25             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  My
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           1   nickname is Johnnie Brower.  My Inupiaq name is Nuvuk



           2   Kunaq.  There are two things that I don't like about



           3   this meeting.  First, the rules and regulations within



           4   the State of Alaska boundary.  Second, the federal



           5   sector for the federally recognized tribes.



           6             I'm more in favor of the rules and regulations



           7   that would be imposed on these matters by the federally



           8   recognized tribal sectors because they have ability to



           9   put things up the way I would like to see them.  The



          10   North Slope Borough has a State boundary limit, which is



          11   okay for land-based people living on land.



          12             One of the bigger concerns that I have that



          13   I'm not too fond of is after the seismic explorations



          14   took place for a couple of months -- you know what a



          15   black tide is compared to a blue tide and a red tide?



          16   The black tide is the dead matter of all -- all



          17   microscopic animals that our endangered species animals



          18   eat.  It's a combined mixture of the -- when it's



          19   already dead, it collects and mingles with the algae and



          20   other microscopic animals and it becomes larger and



          21   larger.  And these were reported as black sheens and



          22   black tides in our Arctic waters.



          23             And when this kind of thing gets into areas



          24   where seals, walruses, and other animals flourish and



          25   eat and migrate to and travel from, these kind of
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           1   things, you don't have -- budget money to explain to



           2   people.  You have to have the seismic exploration, and



           3   you're playing games in the polar Arctic waters.



           4             And if you do too much destructive damages on



           5   the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you're reducing



           6   the fresh food that supplies the different areas of



           7   different countries from our polar Arctic region, not



           8   just for our Alaska region.  And that's one part that



           9   people don't understand very good.



          10             I -- as an Inupiaq person, I am not in love



          11   with watching my own future generations going to end up



          12   having to see some of the things that we are seeing.



          13   It's not going to happen at the moment, but it's



          14   developing slowly where it will become a long-term



          15   effect.  Just exactly the same way -- before I went to



          16   school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe



          17   Bay, I was able to run around the North Slope country on



          18   a dog team moving reindeer near here with friends and



          19   relatives.  I can't even do that.



          20             The places where I hunt and fish in Prudhoe



          21   Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff



          22   like that.  Fifteen years ago I went over there to do



          23   some hunting, and the security said that I don't belong



          24   there.  I'm Inupiaq in my own Inupiaq country and they



          25   tell me that I don't belong there.
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           1             The concept of the Inupiaq country that I'm



           2   talking about is altogether a separate entity that's not



           3   with the United States nor the Russians.  My ancestors



           4   going back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the



           5   Arctic Ocean coastal line was 12,500 years ago?  Does



           6   anybody in Washington, D.C., who imposes all these



           7   things, know these things and how much my people's



           8   ancestors -- my ancestors and my people on how far their



           9   history and language goes back in time?



          10             I am really appalled in the way -- how some of



          11   these things have been conducted since the oil was



          12   discovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by means I -- I'm



          13   not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has



          14   devastated me, my people, my culture, our way of life,



          15   and we're still trying to explain that we would like to



          16   keep our way of life and our culture and our food



          17   sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in



          18   our future generations to come so that they may live a



          19   healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people



          20   and say, "We need this, we need that."



          21             I would more or less like to see something



          22   that Bill Clinton introduced to our country saying thank



          23   you to the Native American society in North America in



          24   the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country



          25   over yours.  And one of these days I'd like to see the
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           1   Native society say, "Okay, United States, time is time,



           2   enough is enough, you've done too much."



           3             I think it's about time you need to pay rent.



           4   Your lease or your amount of time that you have occupied



           5   my Native country, you need to pay money so we could get



           6   some revenues into our account that our families really



           7   need really bad.  Thank you.



           8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank



           9   you for your comments.



          10             Any other elders that would like to speak



          11   before I ask for elders in the region -- in the other



          12   villages?



          13             Okay.  With that, Kaktovik, I believe you're



          14   on the line.  Are there any elders that would like to



          15   speak before I get to public comments?



          16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.  There's none here in



          17   Kaktovik.



          18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



          19             I guess Nuiqsut is on the line.  Any elders in



          20   Nuiqsut that would like to speak first, please?



          21             Wainwright?  Are there any elders in



          22   Wainwright that would like to speak?



          23             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  No elders



          24   here.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.
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           1             And there was one other village that I missed.



           2             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.



           3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay.  Point Lay?



           4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here at this time.



           5   Thank you.



           6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anaktuvuk Pass, I understand



           7   you're on the line.  Any elders that would like to speak



           8   first?



           9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  There's none here at this



          10   time.  Thanks.



          11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



          12             And before we move to the general public, an



          13   elder just walked in.



          14             George, I'll let you write.  I don't want to



          15   miss you.



          16             George Edwardson just walked in.  And before



          17   we open it, I would like George to finish signing in and



          18   see if he has any comments, because I know he knows what



          19   we're here for.



          20             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Could you tell me what



          21   it's about?



          22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  We're



          23   here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to



          24   2017.



          25             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.
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           1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And I know you're one of the



           2   very knowledgeable elders here, and I hate to put you on



           3   the spot, but I know you're busy.



           4             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've got me on



           5   the spot.



           6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've got you on the spot.



           7             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  This is the



           8   EIS -- right --



           9             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Correct.



          10             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  -- for the five-year



          11   plan?



          12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Five-year plan that's a



          13   draft.



          14             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  And some of the limits



          15   on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dumped



          16   in the water has already been increased so you could do



          17   more dumping in the ocean; is that right?



          18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  I don't think so, no.



          19             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  It hasn't passed yet?



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.



          21             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've always



          22   known how I thought and felt about you, the federal



          23   government, attempting to go out in the Arctic Ocean.



          24   That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,



          25   healthy with the harvest we get from the marine mammals
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           1   in the ocean.



           2             And the industry talks about how safe they can



           3   operate now.  The safety of that operation they do, they



           4   talk about oil boomers they could use, which don't work



           5   when the current gets over three knots because the oil



           6   starts to go over it and under it.



           7             And when you look at vessels and ice



           8   conditions, the United States had two icebreakers.  One



           9   is broken down for more than a year and the one that was



          10   working went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts



          11   in order so it could come back.  That is not a, you



          12   know, very safe backup for attempting to go out in the



          13   ocean.



          14             And you understand the ocean's going around in



          15   a circle around the Arctic Ocean?  A big piece of ice



          16   sits out here in the front, ten years later it comes



          17   back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice



          18   around and how cold temperatures are.  In the warm



          19   waters when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself



          20   apart and the lighter ends disappear and makes it a



          21   little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.



          22             And just to give you an example, in 1942 when



          23   they were building new lines 50 miles to the east of



          24   here, a Liberty ship ran aground.  And in order to save



          25   it, they had to dump the bunker oil into the ocean in
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           1   order to float it to save it.  And they did save the



           2   boat.  But every time a storm hits that high water mark,



           3   it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in



           4   the inlet and then it starts killing all over again.



           5   This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now.  Still is



           6   toxic.



           7             And it is a scary thing you do when you sit



           8   down and come up with a five-year plan to go offshore.



           9   And as a people, we have been telling you over and over



          10   all these years, no, no, but nobody can seem to hear.



          11   We must not be speaking the same language.



          12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.



          13             Now we're going to open it up for general



          14   public comments.  How about if we start with the very



          15   back row?  Would anyone in the very back row like to



          16   make a comment?



          17             And your name, please?



          18             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  My name is Bill Tracey,



          19   and I don't care how you spell it.



          20             I came here tonight -- I guess I've said this



          21   before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and mammals



          22   that can't be here tonight.  I've had the distinct



          23   privilege of spending entire weekends and months with



          24   walruses that have hauled out onto the shores of Point



          25   Lay.  You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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           1   buffer zone of 25 miles up from Point Lay to Wainwright.



           2   We appreciate that.  The walruses appreciate that.  But



           3   it's really not enough.



           4             These animals are hauling out because there



           5   isn't any more ice nearby that they can rest on, where



           6   they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.



           7   They find themselves making their way to land and



           8   spending one month, and it's working towards two months



           9   now, of every year looking for a place to rest.



          10             These animals, when they beach themselves,



          11   they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.



          12   They're sick.  We're finding sores all over these



          13   walruses, all over the seals, along with the belugas.



          14             Point Lay is another area where belugas really



          15   like to conjugate.  There's a lagoon system there.  This



          16   lagoon system is about 100 miles long.  It's pretty



          17   unique.  It's got more water fowl and sea mammals than



          18   anywhere else in the world.  They spend their summers



          19   there.



          20             These areas are very sensitive, along with



          21   thousands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea



          22   and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik.  All



          23   these shorelines are used.  So in order to get to these



          24   shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper



          25   waters to make their way north to south and back.
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           1             I had lunch with 20,000 walruses.  I got to



           2   watch them, like I was telling you, for hours and hours



           3   and days and days.  My wife and I.  My wife is on line



           4   from Point Lay right now.



           5             We found ways to get close to them.  We



           6   observed them.  We photographed them.  We shared those



           7   photographs so that other people wouldn't have to make



           8   their way there and disturb them and probably cause some



           9   sort of stampede.



          10             We were finding hundreds of dead walruses,



          11   mostly juveniles.  Their population in the next couple



          12   of years is going to be very sad because so many



          13   juveniles have died because they're on land.  I guess



          14   this summer the closest ice to the walruses was over



          15   700 miles away.  There was no way that they could use



          16   that ice.  I mentioned that we noticed that these



          17   animals were getting sick, there were sores.  Scores of



          18   them were dead.



          19             And I want to mention something about the



          20   belugas, too.  Point Lay hunters have been harvesting



          21   belugas for as long as I've been there, and I have only



          22   been there since 1973.  Point Lay's history goes way



          23   back, and belugas was one of the mainstays there.



          24             This year, the animals seem to be a different



          25   group.  And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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           1   the belugas that they were normally seeing were much



           2   larger.  This is a group of -- a pod of belugas that



           3   were mature but smaller.  So we're not sure where this



           4   group actually came from.



           5             A lot of strange things happened.  That



           6   barrier island that makes the Kasegaluk Lagoon is losing



           7   ground.  The erosion is tremendous.  The shorelines are



           8   falling into the sea.  I really hate to see, you know,



           9   what's going to happen once we lose that Kasegaluk



          10   Lagoon.  And I think we will lose it.  We've already had



          11   a couple of homes fall into the ocean because of the



          12   erosion.



          13             But back to the animals.  Where some of the



          14   present lease sales have already been purchased, it's



          15   just 90, not quite 100, miles west of Point Lay where



          16   the walruses are hauling out.  We believe that the



          17   walruses are going out that far and foraging.  They like



          18   to hit that Hanna Shoal area.  It's very shallow and



          19   rich in nutrients for these animals.



          20             If they're making it out that far and we're



          21   allowing drilling muds and that sort of thing to be



          22   dumped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea



          23   floor, I'm afraid that that's an alien material that's



          24   going to do damage to these animals.  If not to them



          25   directly, indirectly through microorganisms that they're
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           1   feeding on.  I don't know how much study has gone into



           2   that.



           3             We heard a little bit earlier about the black



           4   tide.  I like that term.  And one thought that I had was



           5   the sea ice that's melting has held these microorganisms



           6   and algaes for thousands of years and now that the ice



           7   is melting and receding, this stuff is being released



           8   and it's making its way to our shorelines.  It's making



           9   its way into the stomachs of these animals.  I could be



          10   wrong, but prove me wrong.  Really.



          11             There's just so much going on up here that I



          12   really don't think it's time that we jump to any



          13   conclusions that we're ready to drill.  Maybe we are;



          14   maybe we aren't.  But when there's always that question,



          15   you want to err on the good side.



          16             I think we need some more science up here, and



          17   I think we need to really watch what these animals are



          18   doing.  They're crying for help.  There's just so much



          19   activity up here, so much is going on.  Just in the 40



          20   years that I've been here, it's like day and night.



          21   Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you will, and they're



          22   proposing more roads.



          23             The oceans here are becoming ice free.  Those



          24   are the new highways.  We're going to have more traffic



          25   up here.  Are we ready for it?  No.  We can't help







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         47







           1   traffic in need out there.  We don't have the



           2   icebreakers.  We don't have the ships.  We don't have



           3   the Coast Guard up here.  We don't have deep water.  If



           4   a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is



           5   to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water



           6   ports here.



           7             I can go on and on.  There's just so much



           8   going on up here, and it's happening so fast that I



           9   think we need to slow down and, you know, count our



          10   blessings really.  So far so good.  We haven't had any



          11   major incidents.  We don't want any major incidents.  We



          12   want everybody to do their best.  We want technology to



          13   catch up.  We're not asking for a whole lot.



          14             Mr. Brower stated that -- and others that the



          15   ocean is our garden.  All our food, a majority of our



          16   food, is coming from the ocean.  If that were to change,



          17   how do we deal with that?  We don't do well living on



          18   hotdogs.  The whale is part of this heritage, this



          19   culture, along with all the other animals.



          20             And respect is why everybody is still here,



          21   why things work here.  They respect the land.  They



          22   respect the ocean.  They respect the animals.  They



          23   respect each other.  And we would like to respect



          24   everybody that comes here and says that they're here to



          25   listen to us, to work with us.
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           1             And with that, I'd like to thank you folks for



           2   coming and doing just that.  You're listening to us,



           3   you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.



           4   So thank you.  Thanks for this opportunity to speak.



           5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your



           6   comments.  Thank you.



           7             Anybody else in the back row, because I'm



           8   going to move it to the second row now.



           9             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  Sure.  I'm ready now.



          10   You caught me off guard last time.



          11             Hi.  Good evening.  Qaiyaan Su'esu'e for the



          12   record, Q-a-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.



          13             Good evening, teleconference land, from



          14   Utqiagvik.  It's good to be home.



          15             I want to, first of all, thank BOEM folks for



          16   being here.  As you know, it's been quite a journey the



          17   past couple weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the



          18   chance to attend various public hearings and hear



          19   comments from other villages and other regions as well.



          20             Along the road I have always liked to provide



          21   my own comment on behalf of my subsistence way of life,



          22   my upbringing, and what I have a feeling most of my



          23   peers and fellow Inupiaq have the same feeling as, which



          24   is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes



          25   more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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           1   look very closely at the risks involved, which, again,



           2   are the fact that there is very little proven cleanup



           3   methodology.  There's very little baseline science yet.



           4   There's very limited infrastructure that we have to work



           5   with.  Those are some main obvious things that need to



           6   be taken into consideration.



           7             Also, I -- with the news today hearing that



           8   BOEM conditionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it



           9   really is good to know that our public comments and



          10   concerns of our tribal governments and organizations are



          11   being heard.  And it gives me hope that with the new



          12   BOEM administration -- it gives the public hope that



          13   we're -- our voices are heard.  So thank you for this



          14   opportunity to publicly comment.



          15             Some of the things that I've noticed



          16   throughout attending different hearings -- and I would



          17   like to pass this message along from folks in the



          18   villages who have brought me to the side and asked me



          19   over and over, "Who are they now?  Which group is this?



          20   What are they doing here?"  I think some of the most



          21   beneficial things to improve the process, at least with



          22   the -- in going through the EIS, the public comment



          23   period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the



          24   public are better educated in what meetings we will be



          25   attending.
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           1             I noticed coming back to Barrow and asking,



           2   you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the meeting?"



           3             "What meeting?"



           4             So I think more public awareness and maybe



           5   perhaps an educator from BOEM rather than sending



           6   individuals trying to scramble and figure out, who are



           7   they now, what are they here for, what process, what



           8   step are we in.  It would be beneficial to spend the



           9   time and effort to have more outreach to the communities



          10   on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind



          11   of meeting we're in today.



          12             And I think that's about it for now.  That's



          13   all I can think of.  I have spoken so much I just have



          14   run out of words.  But I'm just really glad to be home,



          15   and welcome you here.  It's so good to hear AEWC



          16   comments and from our elders.  And what I can say as a



          17   young person is, I was born and raised as well to listen



          18   to our elders.  Federal government or a young adult,



          19   listen to our elders.  Thank you.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



          21             And I believe, gentleman, you had your hand up



          22   in row two?  Your name please?



          23             MR. DUKE MORROW:  Good evening.  Hi.  Duke



          24   Morrow.  I just have a question about process.  We're



          25   sitting here tonight -- I'd like to congratulate all the
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           1   people from BOEM for being here and the efforts they're



           2   putting in to educate us on this five-year plan.  But,



           3   in fact, BOEM is here because of a political reality due



           4   to an oil spill last year.  Had that not happened, we



           5   would be talking to different people under different



           6   circumstances.  So what happens next year when there's a



           7   change in the political realities?



           8             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  So you're



           9   absolutely right.  If there wasn't an oil spill, one



          10   person who wouldn't be here would be me.  The whole



          11   reason I came to the Interior Department was because my



          12   partner, Mike Bromwich, and I were asked by the



          13   President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior



          14   Department to implement these reforms.



          15             And the changes we made to offshore oil and



          16   gas oversight in terms of the structure of BOEM, the



          17   structure at BSEE, are meant to be lasting changes.  Let



          18   me give you one example:  Lasting changes that won't



          19   sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and



          20   whichever party is in power and that sort of thing.



          21             And I'll give you one example.  One of the



          22   most fundamental structural changes we made within BOEM



          23   was the appointment of a chief environmental officer, a



          24   lead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Alan



          25   Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for
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           1   overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par



           2   with the officials responsible for the leasing program,



           3   has an equal say in the five-year program and any



           4   potential lease sale with the folks who organize and



           5   plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --



           6   provide a voice for environmental science and make sure



           7   that we're striking the appropriate balances.



           8             We made that person a career official, and so



           9   he -- or in the future maybe she -- is embedded, his



          10   career, his professional -- there's continuity across



          11   administrations and by our design, we hope, isn't



          12   affected by the politics at the moment.



          13             One of the -- when we were speaking with the



          14   borough earlier today, one of our tasks early on is to



          15   establish BOEM's reputation; what is BOEM, what are we



          16   known for, how do we want people to think of us?  And it



          17   is fundamentally as a scientific organization;



          18   geologists, geophysicists, biologists, marine mammal



          19   specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,



          20   anthropologists.  But the common theme there is our



          21   decision-making has to be grounded in the data, in the



          22   science.



          23             I get asked by politicians, I get asked by



          24   reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad



          25   spot?  You've got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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           1   you know, don't want to see leasing, you've got



           2   politicians on the other hand who think you're not doing



           3   enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's



           4   right?"  And my answer is, the only way is science.  The



           5   only way is relying on the data, relying on the



           6   information, allowing that to shape your



           7   decision-making.



           8             That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's



           9   how we arrived at the decision with respect to limiting



          10   the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration



          11   plan.  It was based on our assessment of the data, how



          12   long it would take to mount a relief well operation,



          13   open water spill response, the time it would take to cap



          14   and contain that well.  And so it wasn't political, it



          15   wasn't influenced one way or the other by what



          16   politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career



          17   staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping



          18   the decision.



          19             And that's the institution we want to build.



          20   And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it will



          21   be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and flows



          22   depending on who's in office.  But that's what we have



          23   in mind.



          24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We're still back



          25   on the second row there.  Anybody want to speak?
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           1             MS. DALLAS-LEE BROWER:  I'm Dallas-Lee Brower.



           2   And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope



           3   that you will include in your science the traditional



           4   whalers, the traditional ways, with respect because so



           5   often we have observed that the scientists because of



           6   their training and because of their degrees have put



           7   themselves high and above the people here and throughout



           8   Alaska who have great knowledge, and so I wanted to make



           9   a strong point about that.  Thank you.



          10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I am



          11   the new regional director for Alaska.  I'm a trained



          12   scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100



          13   percent right.  On my watch, traditional knowledge will



          14   be treated with respect and the people that do science



          15   from my organization will do so, period.  It's very



          16   important.  So thank you for your comments.



          17             Anybody else in -- okay.  Sorry.



          18             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Good evening.  Harry



          19   Brower, resident of Barrow.  Born and raised here in



          20   Barrow itself.  I have shared with you my different



          21   capacities I've held in Barrow in meetings we've had



          22   here.  I'm currently the chairman of the Alaska Eskimo



          23   Whaling Commission, representing our animals around our



          24   villages, and the deputy director for the Department of



          25   Wildlife Management doing research on our resources that
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           1   we depend on for subsistence.



           2             In regards to the information you provided and



           3   wanting some feedback, you know, this is a lot of



           4   information that we try to absorb in just a matter of



           5   time since the printing of the document, receiving the



           6   document, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being



           7   reflective of some -- the majority of our concerns.



           8   Some are; some aren't.  It gives and takes in different



           9   areas of the document.



          10             Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments



          11   from our elders, again, the level of interpretation



          12   that's provided and understanding the document is very



          13   critical in the ways to -- how do we best meet the need,



          14   how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly



          15   take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening



          16   for the very resources that we depend on for



          17   subsistence.



          18             It's -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it



          19   could have been a very positive thing because of what



          20   happened in the Gulf.  It depends on how you view it,



          21   and I express your concerns to the thought.  I was very



          22   glad Nanauq made her comment about her upcoming, her



          23   lifestyle, subsistence.  The ocean provides a lot of our



          24   food, and that's the way it's been since as a child



          25   growing up.  The level of interpretation was -- by no
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           1   means -- no mistake -- no pun intended to downplay



           2   anything or anybody or anything like that.



           3             The level of interpretation, it has its



           4   impacts as well.  She was referring back to her



           5   childhood and her parents raising the family along with



           6   her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas



           7   where they did their subsistence activities, and that is



           8   a very significant statement.



           9             You know, we grew up using these resources.



          10   The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,



          11   whales.  And then in turn subsisting off those resources



          12   it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.



          13             So when you -- you know, we've changed over



          14   time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've



          15   seen going forward.  These are very important things to



          16   keep in mind in our culture.  Because if we make any



          17   kind of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence



          18   activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on



          19   whether we survive or die in the midst of things.



          20             We don't allow for mistakes when you're living



          21   here in the Arctic.  It's a very unforgiving area to be



          22   in.  There's no room for error.  You get into



          23   life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.



          24             And that's what we've tried to express over



          25   the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         57







           1   In the beginning I remember my elders indicating, no, we



           2   don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore.  No



           3   offshore oil and gas.



           4             Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in



           5   the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see



           6   our federal government regardless of our statements



           7   continue holding lease sales, and yet we -- even though



           8   we're in opposition, we still like to remain at the



           9   table to be able to help steer the development activity



          10   occurring offshore.



          11             Even though in my mind I say no to offshore



          12   oil and gas, I still want to be at the table to help



          13   steer that activity, regardless if the participants like



          14   me or not.  I still want to be at the table.



          15             So that's where we -- you know, we give and



          16   take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to



          17   the wall and we've got no more room to back up but to



          18   stand at attention, but we'll be there.  I make my



          19   comments because of what I've learned over time and



          20   going to these meetings.  It's not an easy thing to be



          21   here providing comments.



          22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, Harry.



          23             Okay.  The third row down --



          24             MR. HARRY BROWER:  I just want to continue.



          25   In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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           1   interpretation of the document, you can't expect one



           2   person to be able to find you a whole length



           3   of information within a short period of time.  It's very



           4   important for you to come back even -- this one-time



           5   meeting isn't enough.



           6             The introduction of the document -- this is



           7   the first introduction of that, basically, by the



           8   agency, by the federal government, holding the lease



           9   sale, and yet we're expected to provide comments within



          10   a short period of time, 45 days.  And this is going to



          11   be impacting us for the next five years.



          12             I think it's unfortunate that we're put in



          13   this situation in terms of providing comments.  If that



          14   time could be lengthened, it would be appropriate, but



          15   it's up to, again, our federal government to make those



          16   decisions and how you plan to pan out your offshore oil



          17   and gas development into the future.



          18             I think I'll stop here.  I see there's other



          19   people that want to make comments as well.  I probably



          20   could sit here all day and all night talking to you



          21   because I just came back from another meeting with



          22   onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the morning, and I



          23   don't think I want to be here another night, especially



          24   a Friday night, until 1:30 in the morning.  Thank you.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.  Always a
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           1   pleasure.



           2             Anybody else in the second row before we go to



           3   the third row?



           4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  (Speaking in Inupiaq.)



           5             Greetings to everybody.  I'm glad you guys are



           6   here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened.  Up



           7   to maybe 100 years ago.  But it's really -- I feel like



           8   we're moving forward.  And like Harry said, we still



           9   want to be part of it even though it makes us cry.  We



          10   could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,



          11   50 years ago, so I'm just glad that we're able to do



          12   that.



          13             Most of my life, of my adult life, I have been



          14   working with my families, our Inupiaq families, the



          15   devastation of what happened to our families.  So I



          16   would like to see social impact for our families.  We



          17   didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went



          18   through.



          19             To give you an example, I grew up in the



          20   Kaktovik area.  After the pipeline was built, one summer



          21   the caribous did not go through.  Fortunately, my uncle



          22   John Hagle (ph), a traditional Inupiaq man, had his



          23   little store.  He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they



          24   sent him 100 cases of turkey.  Our Creator was watching



          25   out for us.  We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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           1   that summer.  Because in those days, we did not get



           2   planes every day like we do today.  So that was the



           3   devastation.



           4             I'd like to see social impact, where once we



           5   get that -- we need the oil companies to help or the



           6   government to help, too, take care of our families



           7   because it devastated us.



           8             You know, he said 30 years.  That's 30, 40, 50



           9   years of so much changes and it's still so much changes,



          10   and we don't get a chance to really process it in our



          11   Inupiaq.  You know, just like when I was translating, I



          12   have to think backwards because we speak Inupiaq totally



          13   opposite.  So when you're speaking to me in English, I



          14   have to turn it over again.  So in that process, we lose



          15   more than half of what's being said.



          16             And like our young -- I love to see our young



          17   people, you know, being vocal.  That gives me warm



          18   fuzzies, because there's somebody that's going to take



          19   over to look out for our future generation.  Because



          20   I've seen and I work with the impact it had on me and my



          21   families, and beg, borrow, maybe sometimes steal to try



          22   to get the help for my impacted -- from the oil



          23   companies 40 years ago.  So I'd like to see that.



          24   That's my dream.  And I hope in my lifetime.  Thank you.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
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           1   for your comments.



           2             So we're going to move to row four.



           3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Good evening.  My name



           4   is Leandra de Sousa, S-o-u-s-a, and I work for the



           5   Department of Wildlife Management for the North Slope



           6   Borough.  And I'd like to thank you for coming here



           7   today and listening to the concerns.  We have a few



           8   comments that I'd like to share.



           9             First, we would like to say that we would



          10   recommend a combination of alternative five and six for



          11   the draft PEIS, which would exclude both the Beaufort



          12   Sea and the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration



          13   of the 2012-2017 OCS leasing program, because that would



          14   be keeping with our strong belief that the potential



          15   risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in



          16   Arctic waters.



          17             However, if the sales are to take place, we do



          18   support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling



          19   deferral areas that you have, the program, and also the



          20   25-mile coastal buffer zone.  And we also support the



          21   single sale, three to five period in each planning area.



          22             We would also like to emphasize that



          23   mitigation measures should be in place similar to the



          24   ones used by BLM in the NPRA process and should require



          25   multiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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           1   better understand the localized environment, resource



           2   use, and potential risk of operations.



           3             And also we would like to request that area



           4   deferred from the past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sales



           5   not be included in areas to be offered for lease in the



           6   five-year schedule, and that a comparable deferral area



           7   should be added across Cross Island.  And also that a



           8   coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 miles instead



           9   of 25 miles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's



          10   keeping with the NMFS recommendation of previous



          11   comments.



          12             And also include a deferral zone over the



          13   addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal



          14   because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice



          15   dynamics make it a refuge for ice-dependent species,



          16   such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water



          17   season when development is happening.



          18             And we'd also like to have more clarity on the



          19   leasing program and the leasing sale mitigation measures



          20   stating that tankering will not be allowed for the



          21   transport of oil from Arctic OCS planning areas.  And



          22   also that a zero discharge policy will be implemented in



          23   the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of



          24   OCS gas development.  Thank you.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
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           1   comments.



           2             Anybody else in row four before I go on?



           3   Rosemary?  State your name for the record, please.



           4             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Rosemary



           5   Ahtuangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k.  I've lived in



           6   Barrow for a year and a half.  I've had -- about five



           7   years before, I went to Nuiqsut and I spent 24 years in



           8   Nuiqsut.  My mom was born and raised up here.  We have a



           9   strong traditional background.  We hunted and harvested



          10   from the lands and waters.



          11             This is very important for our family.  This



          12   is very important for our nutritional well balance and



          13   being.  I have a son who has diabetes.  I know when he's



          14   eating a more traditional diet he doesn't need as much



          15   insulin.  This is concerning for us because we have so



          16   many people that are starting to have trouble with



          17   diabetes.



          18             We've had a tremendous increase in respiratory



          19   illness.  We've talked tremendously about this in many,



          20   many meetings.  We've asked for increased restrictions



          21   to gas.  We've asked for recognition of the air quality



          22   concerns near communities that are facing some of these



          23   issues.  We've asked support to have a stronger health



          24   impact assessment process.  We need to have this process



          25   start now.  It can't wait.  It needs to be incorporated
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           1   into multiple layers to get a good assessment process.



           2   It needs to be looking at the wellness of our foods, but



           3   also of our people as a whole.



           4             The problem we have in the process is that we



           5   don't have enough data in our databases to adequately



           6   assess our concerns for health impacts.  There's been a



           7   lot of effort to go out and research our animals, but to



           8   research us, it didn't happen.  We could have learned a



           9   lot.



          10             But now we know from other health impacts that



          11   have been -- health assessments that have been done



          12   already, two spills, that people that are of



          13   child-bearing ages should not work in a spill response



          14   area.  Children should not work in these areas.  But



          15   what about us who live and raise our children in these



          16   areas and our risk factors for these concerns?



          17             We're very concerned about other development



          18   activities that have passed that have already



          19   contaminated some of our foods, and the difficulties we



          20   have in assessing some of these issues and following up



          21   some of these assessments.  If we didn't have some of



          22   our tribal people involved in some of these processes,



          23   the government's process to come up with an assessment



          24   would have sampled no contaminated lakes.  But our



          25   tribal people asked a lot of questions, got involved in
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           1   the process, and have been involved continuously.



           2             I went to school to become educated as a



           3   physician's assistant.  I went through the community



           4   health and training program in our villages.  We don't



           5   have doctors.  Our health aides provide our care.  Our



           6   health aides need to have more exposure to improved



           7   education within this process.  There's a lot of demands



           8   and stress that are being put on them and the amount of



           9   care that they're having to give to our people because



          10   we're having increased respiratory distress.



          11             The disruption it gives to our families when



          12   we have to take our children out to be medevaced out to



          13   a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a



          14   parent with them.  It also takes a lot of stress from



          15   our family members that have to have -- maybe they're a



          16   responder for the fire department.  Maybe they're the



          17   person that's sitting for our community on the assembly.



          18   When you take them out sick in the medevaced process,



          19   you're taking them out with all the other hats that they



          20   wear and contribute to this process.



          21             Nuiqsut was hit tremendously.  We absorbed the



          22   process of going through oil and gas development, and we



          23   feel like Nuiqsut was sacrified as the social bowl of



          24   assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas



          25   development in the Arctic.  People of Cordova feel like







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         66







           1   they were in the social bowl without research related to



           2   what happens to an oil spill.  There was a lot of



           3   information that we could have been incorporating into



           4   this process to protect our people.



           5             But when I toured the Gulf spill, I still saw



           6   the lack of enforcement of protecting measures to help



           7   protect the people when they're working on the spill.



           8   They were not given regulators.  They were not using



           9   them.  People that lived in that area, there were



          10   hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,



          11   but it just looked like a smattering of a response;



          12   ineffective placing of booms, nonmaintenance of booms.



          13             The kind of boats that they have in the Gulf



          14   are not the kind of boats that we have up here.  We



          15   don't have those types of ports where we're even going



          16   to bring in these kinds of boats to even get some of



          17   this equipment loaded into these areas.  We don't have



          18   areas along the coast to even initiate some of these



          19   responses, let alone staging areas for them to refuel or



          20   getting any assistance in the process.  There's so much



          21   that we don't have up here.



          22             We're not prepared for a process to go through



          23   a lease sale right now.  There's so much that we need to



          24   absorb from learning from the Gulf spill that needs to



          25   be incorporated in a good process, not the process that
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           1   has been occurring at this time.



           2             We're very concerned because Nuiqsut went



           3   through impacts related to loss of harvesting of



           4   caribous.  We went through changes of the natural



           5   environment that affected our ability to harvest in the



           6   Arctic.  We went through processes where seismic



           7   activity diverted the whale.  Nobody helped us through



           8   those processes, and it was very difficult for us.



           9             The social impacts that we talked about didn't



          10   get documented in the recording processes that are



          11   effective to help us in these assessment processes that



          12   are before us.  We went through training programs to



          13   help us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes



          14   are not absorbed into our planning process for these



          15   different things, and yet we're having tremendous



          16   amounts of numbers continue throughout the North Slope



          17   and other communities throughout the Arctic Ocean and



          18   yet the understanding for that.



          19             I had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked me,



          20   why do I keep talking about these kinds of things, why



          21   do I press these issues about the importance of our



          22   health and our traditional uses.  She told me all of her



          23   female relatives have died of cancer.  That's a



          24   tremendous burden for me to carry in these processes



          25   because I've got to find a way to help and build a hope
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           1   that the concerns for health are not going to be



           2   ignored.  It's so important that we have a better



           3   process before us because we have children in our



           4   communities that feel they don't have hope because their



           5   families were exposed with previous studies that give



           6   them concerns.



           7             And the tremendous amounts of cancer rates,



           8   we've seen that also happen in other communities across



           9   this North Slope.  I moved to Barrow just a year and a



          10   half ago and I've had over 20 people tell me about



          11   leukemia.  That's a tremendous burden to bury in this



          12   process.



          13             The resources to try to care for that are not



          14   existent up here.  We have to travel far away to give



          15   our hopes to try to be treating for that process.  It



          16   really compromises stakes for that process.  Those



          17   people are very difficult to even bring back home when



          18   they do go through these treatments.  The resources to



          19   assess them and to monitor and to help them are very



          20   limited here.  Even if we get this brand-new hospital



          21   built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal



          22   with these kinds of things.  Still we're going to have



          23   to go elsewhere.



          24             These costs are astronomical, but we know when



          25   our bodies, the breast milk, is showing contaminants and
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           1   multiple chemicals that are coming from all sorts of



           2   development activities that are coming down into the



           3   Arctic and wrecking our air quality up here.  Tremendous



           4   amounts of emissions and particulate matter, nitrous



           5   oxides and all these other things, that are being



           6   emitted from oil and gas development have affected many,



           7   many people.



           8             Please learn from this process.  Please



           9   prevent this from coming up here.  We are not ready for



          10   a lease sale.  There should not be a consideration of



          11   this process in the Gulf or up here.  We have much more



          12   that we can be doing to build the process.



          13             We didn't learn from the GS-2 spill and yet



          14   we're facing things like this.  During that GS-2 spill



          15   in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,



          16   Alpine and Liberty.  I stood up and opposed the



          17   Northstar lease sale -- the Northstar development



          18   process.  And I filed a lawsuit for over 17 years in



          19   that process because I know the risks for our



          20   traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the



          21   federal government's energy needs.  Thank you.



          22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your



          23   comments.



          24             Your name, please?



          25             MS. HEATHER DINGMAN:  My name is Heather
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           1   Dingman.  That's H-e-a-t-h-e-r D-i-n-g-m-a-n.



           2             My comment would be on Section 4.3.2 to the



           3   health impact assessment, which is described under



           4   National Environmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA



           5   regulations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to



           6   which the proposed action affects public health or



           7   safety.'"  It also goes on to state that impacts on



           8   human health can be considered beforehand, public and



           9   decision-maker awareness can be promoted, and prevention



          10   or mitigation can be built into the operations.



          11             With that said, at the end of this section, it



          12   states, "It would be more appropriate to discuss impacts



          13   to site-specific populations at the lease sale level



          14   when a better understanding of who will be affected is



          15   clear."



          16             And that specific statement, what I'm



          17   concerned about, how this conclusion came to be.  Were



          18   health impacts ever evaluated and concluded that it



          19   didn't have a great enough impact to discuss in this



          20   EIS?  And is it at BOEM's discretion whether or not to



          21   evaluate human health in the EIS?  It would seem that



          22   BOEM would be concerned to see the link how this plan



          23   would affect public health and safety, as NEPA states



          24   and is quoted in the EIS.  And lastly, an HIA would give



          25   BOEM a better understanding of who would be affected.  I
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           1   strongly recommend to BOEM to reconsider implementing an



           2   HIA plan.



           3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your



           4   comments.



           5             Row four before I go to the -- George?



           6             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I forgot to introduce



           7   myself when I was talking.  My name is George Edwardson.



           8   I'm the president of Inupiat Community.



           9             And just to finish off, the EIS, environmental



          10   impact statement, that means this is the process you use



          11   to see if whatever development you're going to do is



          12   safe or not safe.  The first EIS that came over the



          13   Arctic Ocean was back in the late '80s, and we were



          14   guaranteed one and a half major oil spills then.  We



          15   were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi



          16   when they done their first exploration.



          17             And I forgot to give you my education.  I'm a



          18   geologist.  I'm a mining and petroleum technician.  I



          19   was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat



          20   that ever came to the State of Alaska in 1968.  I was a



          21   platform operator back then.  I've worked in the oil



          22   industry from the days they started their exploration



          23   until, you know, the pipeline was built.



          24             My education was given to me by the



          25   consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field while it was
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           1   being, you know, developed.  So the industry's



           2   consultants were my teachers when I went to school.  So



           3   as a people, we do know what is going on.  We understand



           4   what is going on.  It's no guesswork.



           5             And when you look at the EIS, it says if you



           6   see it not safe, you cannot do it.  Except today the EIS



           7   is used as an excuse to speed up whatever development,



           8   you know, the impact is being made for.  I understand



           9   and more than believe your hearts and your intentions



          10   are good.  When you tell us you're a scientist, you do



          11   what is right, I believe you.  But you have bosses that



          12   have other plans.



          13             When this lease sale was first conducted, the



          14   United States found out it was not legal so they changed



          15   the laws in order to make it have the appearance it was



          16   legal.  The moment it was not legal, the lease sale



          17   became invalid.  Yet today we're continuing this EIS



          18   with the intent of continuing with this illegal sale



          19   that had been conducted.



          20             As a regional tribal government we have never



          21   received a penny from any oil development.  Our



          22   municipality, the North Slope Borough, received a



          23   portion of what they should have coming to them.  But as



          24   a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the



          25   biggest to lose -- what moneys we receive from the
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           1   federal government are to do programs to assist our



           2   members, our people.  And we have to find other moneys



           3   in order to come to deal with, you know, hearings like



           4   this right here.  We have absolutely no kind of



           5   assistance from the federal government, yet you keep



           6   coming and coming and coming at it.  You know, what's



           7   right is right and this is wrong.



           8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments,



           9   George.



          10             Okay.  Kaktovik?  Is there anyone at Kaktovik



          11   who would like to speak and make a comment?



          12             Nuiqsut?  Anyone at Nuiqsut who would like to



          13   make a public comment?



          14             Wainwright?  Anyone at Wainwright who would



          15   like to make a comment?



          16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here.



          17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay?  Is anyone at



          18   Point Lay?  Would they like to make a comment?



          19             MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Yes.  Thank you very much.



          20   My name is Marie Tracey.  Thank you for including us



          21   villages in this teleconference.



          22             I've never seen such large numbers of walrus



          23   haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.



          24   We've had belugas here in our village.  And when we get



          25   the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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           1   the areas of the lease sales for industry to explore for



           2   oil.  I've heard the walrus, when they lose any members



           3   of their group, it's like going to a funeral.  It's so



           4   sad to listen to.  I have seen them make it to the beach



           5   and fallen asleep right in the surf.  This is when



           6   they're so tired.



           7             I know that -- I'd like to leave this thought



           8   with all of you.  When we have our Christmas feast in



           9   all our villages, think about what you're going to have



          10   at that feast and what you're not going to have in five



          11   and ten years from now.  Thank you very much.



          12             MS. CILIA ATTUNGOWRUK:  Hi.  My name is Cilia



          13   Attungowruk, C-i-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-w-r-u-k.



          14             And I am strongly not agreeing with the



          15   drilling in the ocean because I have a daughter, and I'm



          16   planning on having a boy.  And I want my son to go



          17   fishing and hunting on that ocean.  And if they're



          18   drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are



          19   not going to come back.  They're going to go around and



          20   away.  They have nowhere else to go but here.  This is



          21   it.  Thank you.



          22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



          23             Anyone else at Point Lay?



          24             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Nobody at this time.  Thank



          25   you.
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           1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



           2             Let's move to the second row here.



           3             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.



           4             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, Anaktuvuk Pass.  I



           5   apologize.



           6             Anaktuvuk Pass?  Anybody for a public comment?



           7             MR. LAWRENCE BURRIS:  For the record, Lawrence



           8   Burris.  That first name is spelled L-a-w-r-e-n-c-e;



           9   last name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.



          10             Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not



          11   directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.



          12   However, through trading and bartering and good will and



          13   generosity we do receive marine mammals of subsistence



          14   foods.  And, you know, it's important to our Inupiaq



          15   brethren on the coast, it's important to us here in



          16   Anaktuvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns



          17   that are voiced here tonight.  And thank you very much.



          18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



          19             Anyone else there?



          20             Okay.  Let's move to the second row here.



          21   Next speaker.



          22             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Good evening.  My name is



          23   Geoff Carroll, G-e-o-f-f C-a-r-r-o-l-l.  Lots of double



          24   letters.



          25             I'd like to thank you for coming tonight.  And
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           1   I've got to say, I really do appreciate your new



           2   science-based approach.  I think it is a much better



           3   system now than what we had under MMS.  I'm glad to hear



           4   that you seem to value the opinions and the knowledge of



           5   the local residents.  And it sounds like your approach



           6   to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the



           7   Beaufort Seas as long as possible to gather as much



           8   information about those areas is -- you know, that's



           9   well warranted.



          10             I support the combination of alternatives five



          11   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the



          12   Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this



          13   five-year leasing program.  And I say that because I



          14   just do not think we're ready.  I mean, the people here



          15   are not ready for this to happen.  The technology that



          16   we have to work with isn't there.  There are just a lot



          17   of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start



          18   looking at it, but I don't think we're ready.



          19             First and foremost, we cannot clean up an oil



          20   spill at this point.  I don't see how anybody can get up



          21   there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good



          22   chance of cleaning up an oil spill.  I mean, maybe if it



          23   happened on a nice calm warm summer day there would be a



          24   chance, but much more likely it's going to be a horrible



          25   stormy windy day and you're going to be dealing with
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           1   either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.



           2   And there's just no equipment that's made to work in



           3   that.



           4             You know, you hear of something like Shell oil



           5   saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.



           6   I mean, why would they even say that?  That's just



           7   silly.  I mean, out of all the big spills I don't think



           8   they've ever gotten above single digits.  I mean, they



           9   retrieve less than 10 percent of the oil.  And the Gulf



          10   of Mexico, less than 10 percent.  Exxon Valdez -- I



          11   mean, it just isn't there.  We can't clean up a spill.



          12             And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we



          13   don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.



          14   I mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States



          15   does not have an icebreaker.  I mean, that is absolutely



          16   pathetic.



          17             We have one that's sort of a half-baked



          18   icebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even



          19   think about banging around out in the Arctic and doing



          20   things when we don't even have the capability of -- you



          21   know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Polar Sea,



          22   I mean, half the time those things were broken down, had



          23   a broken rudder, they had this, they had that.  I mean,



          24   how can a country that can't even build a decent



          25   icebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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           1   Arctic?



           2             Another thing, the Coast Guard.  I really



           3   admire the Coast Guard.  I admire the people that work



           4   for the Coast Guard, but I think they're the first to



           5   say we're not set up to cover what's coming in the



           6   Arctic.  They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even



           7   the expected traffic that's coming through there.



           8   They've really got to phase up before they're anywhere



           9   near ready to deal with the Arctic.



          10             You know, an oil spill at the wrong place, the



          11   wrong time, you know, it could be devastating to



          12   wildlife populations from everything from bowhead whales



          13   to plankton.  And I think it's been stated several times



          14   the subsistence harvest is extremely important



          15   nutritionally and culturally to the local population and



          16   it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this



          17   time.



          18             I don't know, it's probably a poor analogy,



          19   but a couple months ago they had a great article in the



          20   National Geographic about these guys that were climbing



          21   these amazing mountains with no ropes.  I mean, it was



          22   just incredible.  But, you know, it's also really crazy.



          23   I mean, it's just foolish.  And I just equate that to



          24   drilling oil in the Arctic without being able to clean



          25   up an oil spill, is the same thing.  It's not -- we're
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           1   not there yet.  It's not time.



           2             So I guess I would just like to repeat, I



           3   would like to support a combination of alternatives five



           4   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the



           5   Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year



           6   plan.



           7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments.



           8             And, sir, I believe you wanted to make a



           9   comment next?



          10             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Yeah.



          11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name, please, for



          12   the record?



          13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Elvis



          14   Presley.



          15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Elvis has left the building.



          16             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  For



          17   those of you that are American, they know me as Johnnie



          18   Brower, but my Inupiaq country -- my Inupiaq name is



          19   Nuvuk Kunaq.  And I'm not a United States citizen by



          20   birth, and that's the way I like it.



          21             The reason why you're here, the way you stated



          22   it, is because of the way and the nature of what has



          23   happened at the Gulf of Mexico district.  By all means,



          24   they have all the industrial parts and places that can



          25   facilitate and entertain the kind of problems that
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           1   occurred down there.



           2             But in an event hypothetically if something



           3   like that up here would develop, you don't have an



           4   industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,



           5   you don't have an industrial factory that can manipulate



           6   and make parts for things up here.



           7             You've heard from other people stating that we



           8   have some of the state of the art equipment and



           9   material.  One person mentioned that an icebreaker made



          10   it to the North Pole but needed some parts to make it



          11   back.  The country can have insufficient funds just to



          12   promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then



          13   have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a



          14   part to it and then allow it to be able to come back, is



          15   a very poor idea to one person's imagination.



          16             To make things a little bit more



          17   understandable, these EIS impact statements that's been



          18   going on for quite some time, a lot of people come and



          19   go.  They make their testimonies and they poured out



          20   their hearts.  Some of them are not here anymore.  And



          21   what's left of us, we're able to come and visit on the



          22   entertainments of your appointments being here.



          23             For me, I don't like the amount of time that



          24   you guys use when you guys come to the communities.  You



          25   guys make a hit and run and just take off.  The
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           1   community, it gets the idea that people get to say



           2   things, what they want to say a little bit, but then



           3   they have a lot of serious problems with it.  I wonder



           4   what they're going to do after they listen to us.



           5             Currently I'm an active member of the



           6   Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in



           7   the polar Arctic Alaska region.  I'm not in love with



           8   some of the activities that are going on, just to



           9   specifically state something within -- inside the state



          10   boundaries of Alaska.  Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill



          11   in '66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Umiat that was



          12   already there in the 1940s.



          13             And to say a little bit more -- elaborate a



          14   little more about the Umiat area, my Native friends in



          15   other communities, Inupiaq communities, utilize those



          16   jurisdictions in Umiat area.  Personally, myself, I am



          17   very appalled at the methods and the ways that are being



          18   conducted in Umiat.  Previously before 1970, the



          19   transformer fluid was utilized and abused in very



          20   abusive ways.  And Congress passed a law in 1970



          21   declaring the transformer fluid had some very serious



          22   carcinogenic agents in 1917.



          23             It saddens my heart for me to be able to say



          24   this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was



          25   removed from Umiat.  And it still continues to discover
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           1   that kind of material is leeching out of Umiat area



           2   after 2002.



           3             Now, from past exploration activities, if the



           4   United States Congress can budget these kind of things



           5   but cannot complete a cleanup and verify it like a



           6   really good professional house cleaner, certify it as



           7   they came in and cleaned it up, meaning that there'll be



           8   no other aftermath of the chemical in that location,



           9   now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no



          10   telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.



          11             I wouldn't approve any offshore lease sales or



          12   development based on just what's happening in Umiat



          13   alone by itself.  And I mean I would not approve



          14   anything like that if I was a government official in



          15   high place until the bottom line how to conduct and



          16   thoroughly clean up something that occurred in the mid



          17   1940s.



          18             And to say it that way and that chemical, the



          19   transformer fluid, is still leeching out and being



          20   discovered in containers and being removed at



          21   300 gallons at a time from Umiat area is mind-boggling.



          22   And if there were some more other containers that are in



          23   large quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw



          24   floods, erodes, and damages an area where they were



          25   buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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           1   where the fish are being conducted for subsistence



           2   harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and



           3   hunters, meaning because of what United States Congress



           4   passed a law in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has



           5   a very serious carcinogation to human health, that alone



           6   right there, still leeching on the Umiat, is giving me a



           7   real serious shake on my head.



           8             And that's the professionalism of what the



           9   United States Congress can produce.  And if United



          10   States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of



          11   things, they should prove to us United States



          12   citizens -- that they made us to be United States



          13   citizens even though we are not.  So give us something



          14   to look at.  Give us something to understand.  You're



          15   using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the



          16   bush, but you've got a very serious problem in one



          17   location that I am just holding on on purpose that is



          18   not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job.



          19   Thank you.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your



          21   comments.



          22             We'll go back, but I understand that Atqasuk



          23   village may be online.  Atqasuk?  Is that true?



          24             Okay.  Harry?



          25             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Harry Brower for the
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           1   record.  I just wanted to make a final comment with



           2   regards to the comments you've heard tonight.  I'd like



           3   to indicate that I support the comments of the AEWC and



           4   the North Slope Borough.



           5             In regards to the comments of the



           6   environmental impact statement, the draft EIS, it means



           7   something to our community to be able to work together



           8   in providing these comments, and I hope they are



           9   meaningfully addressed in time.



          10             And, like I said, it's a short period, in my



          11   opinion.  That's what I shared.  Before January 9th,



          12   2012, we still have to go through this learning curve of



          13   what is really meant in the EIS and the changes that --



          14   new changes that occurred within the new organization



          15   and how -- how compliant are these industry operators



          16   going to be in terms of what we've seen in the past.  I



          17   hope to see those changes in a meaningful way.  Thank



          18   you.



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much.



          20             And you had your hand up over here?



          21             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Hi.  Leandra de Sousa,



          22   and I'm speaking for myself.  I had a question.  There's



          23   no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if



          24   you're going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.



          25   In the EIS you only mention the liquefied natural gas







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         85







           1   facilities.



           2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.



           3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  So it's only mentioned



           4   for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's



           5   going to be implemented up here or not.  And my question



           6   is, what are the plans on that?



           7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't believe there are



           8   any plans at this time for LNG.



           9             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  And my other comment



          10   is, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing



          11   that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for



          12   more than half of the year here.  And it doesn't matter



          13   how much complete information that you -- that you would



          14   ever be able to get that for the open water season,



          15   you'll still have this whole black box that you don't



          16   know what's happening.



          17             That's a future risk in post development and



          18   the government and some cooperation has to be done to



          19   fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's



          20   possible, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russia,



          21   international effort, because it is the Arctic as a



          22   whole even though it's being explored on the United



          23   States waters.  So it's something that has to be looked



          24   and addressed at least saying there's -- it's a long,



          25   long time of the year that not much is going on
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           1   biologically.  Thank you.



           2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



           3             And over here?



           4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Once again, for the record,



           5   my name is Louisa Riley, R-i-l-e-y.



           6             One of the things I remember from the elders



           7   is if there's a problem, try to give some suggestions as



           8   to what might be a solution.  We have lots and lots and



           9   lots of wind, you know, all year round.  And then during



          10   the summer months, we have lots and lots of sunshine, 24



          11   hours a day.  We need to think about quit being the



          12   corporate oil tradition and to give more to wind or sun



          13   or both.  And I think that would solve a lot of our



          14   problems.  Thank you.



          15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Very good



          16   comments.  Thank you.



          17             Sir, your name for the record?



          18             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Geoff Carroll.  I think



          19   you've got the spelling.



          20             A couple things I forgot to mention.  The wind



          21   thing is one issue.  And, boy, this fall, I mean, it has



          22   just been one big winter storm after another.  I mean,



          23   we had the hurricane for a while and a week later we had



          24   another major winter storm and then another one.  Boy,



          25   they were big.  Maybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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           1   looks like there's big changes going on with the weather



           2   in that respect.  And I think it's just going to become



           3   more stormy up here.



           4             Another thing -- and this is something,



           5   actually, we talked about last year when you were



           6   here -- my son, Gunnar, came with me to the meeting and



           7   he had done a science fair project.  And one of the aces



           8   in the hole that the oil company always held up about



           9   oil spills is, well, if we can't get it any other way,



          10   we could burn it.  So as part of his experiment, we were



          11   checking to see how successful a person could be at



          12   burning oil in water.



          13             And basically we took a big measured amount



          14   of North -- we got our hands on some North Slope crude



          15   and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at



          16   room temperature.  And we had a blowtorch on it and best



          17   possible chance of burning it.  In ideal circumstances,



          18   you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there



          19   burnt.  There were still lots of black stuff in the



          20   water, but you could hold the torch right on and it



          21   wouldn't burn.  Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there



          22   was still lots of stuff in the water.



          23             So then we cooled the water down to just above



          24   zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing.  So then it



          25   was down to 17 percent of it burnt.  And then we mixed
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           1   ice and water in there and then it was down to



           2   13 percent.  So it's like -- you know, and that was



           3   pretty ideal conditions.  That wasn't when there was



           4   waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of



           5   things going on.  This was in a pan in a room.



           6             Again, I don't think we have any ability to



           7   deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we



           8   get a little better at that.  It's pretty scary to think



           9   about mucking around out there with exploration and



          10   drilling.  Thank you.



          11             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Sounds like Gunnar



          12   is a future BOEM scientist.



          13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't want to forget



          14   anybody on line.  Does anyone on line have a comment



          15   from any of the villages?



          16             Kaktovik?  Nuiqsut?  Point Hope?  Wainwright?



          17   Point Lay?  Aktuvuk (ph)?



          18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk.



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm still learning.  I'm



          20   still learning.



          21             Let me see if there's anybody else in the



          22   audience that would like to make another comment.



          23             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  I do.  One more.  Thank



          24   you.  Bill Tracey again.



          25             I want to speak a little bit on studies.  I've
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           1   got a problem with helicopters.  If you're doing a real



           2   study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we



           3   would do this by boat.  We would do this on foot.  We



           4   would camp in those areas, and we would capture the real



           5   animals as they naturally are.



           6             When you get industry or a contractor, a



           7   third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use



           8   helicopters or a fixed-wing airplane.  And what they're



           9   studying now is a scared animal, a scared whale.  They



          10   don't act the same.  So when you get information from



          11   these studies, you're not getting the real thing.  I



          12   just wanted to point that out.



          13             We've had -- one terrific study in the Point



          14   Lay area was red-throated loon conducted by folks at



          15   UAF.  It was a three-year grant.  They squeezed a fourth



          16   year in.  And I commend those folks because they did it



          17   all on foot.  They used a boat to get up the river and



          18   make a base camp.  And they studied these loons and they



          19   got the true bird, how it acts and lives up there.  And



          20   they found out just about everything they can about the



          21   loon.  We've had industry do studies up and down the



          22   lagoon, and of course it was in a helicopter.



          23             People talked about caribou tonight.  We had



          24   some pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the



          25   same time that there happened to be a coal mine study.
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           1   The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay



           2   where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and calving



           3   areas.  With all that noise of course from the



           4   helicopters there were no caribou for multiple years.



           5   That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess



           6   what?  The caribou is back.



           7             So when you read some of these studies, look



           8   at how they were conducted and then take that with a



           9   grain of salt.  Just something I wanted to pass on to



          10   you.  Thank you.



          11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very valuable.  Thank you



          12   very much for that.



          13             Anyone else?  We still have a few minutes



          14   here.



          15             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  I would like to add a



          16   written statement, which I will provide once I have



          17   access to a printer.  I might mail them in.  And this is



          18   on behalf of Pew Environment.



          19             Some of their views are -- let's see.  Four



          20   points here:  Honoring the community; input in values;



          21   risk to communities and subsistence way of life; a new



          22   approach by the Department of Interior, BOEM.



          23             And I'll start with the fact that there are



          24   already millions of acres based in the Beaufort and



          25   Chukchi Seas.  So millions of acres in the Chukchi and
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           1   Beaufort Sea have already been leased to the oil and gas



           2   industry.  There are still significant questions about



           3   whether or not exploration and development can move



           4   forward safely on the acreage that has already been



           5   sold.



           6             Until oil spill prevention and response and



           7   protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,



           8   there is no need to create additional conflict and



           9   uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new



          10   lease sales between 2012 and 2017.



          11             Oil spill cleanup.  The fact that there is no



          12   proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic



          13   conditions with cold temperatures, limited ability,



          14   broken sea ice, and high winds on top of the industrial



          15   activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,



          16   seismic activities, can impact bowhead, walrus, fish,



          17   and other subsistence resources, very importantly, the



          18   lack of information, the fact that there is little



          19   baseline science that exists to measure the effects of



          20   the spill on the Arctic ecosystem.



          21             And this is where I'd like to speak very



          22   personally, also on behalf of Pew once again.  The



          23   Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional



          24   foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq



          25   people for thousands of years.  The federal government
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           1   must more effectively listen and incorporate the



           2   communities' traditional knowledge and perspective.



           3             Over the years Arctic communities and Alaska



           4   Native organizations have asked MMS, BOEM, BOEMRE, to



           5   remove subsistence use areas from the Beaufort and



           6   Chukchi program area boundaries.  Many of these areas



           7   have not been removed from leasing in the past.  There



           8   is no reason to delay implementation of subsistence



           9   deferrals that are well established and that will not



          10   change during the next five years.



          11             Recognition of these critical hunting and



          12   fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 program plan will



          13   reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide



          14   greater certainty to all stakeholders.



          15             And I would also like to add again the



          16   importance of BOEM, the federal government, to ensure



          17   the perpetuation of values and culture for our future



          18   generations by -- through more education and awareness



          19   on these processes.  Thank you.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



          21             George, I understand . . .



          22             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Excuse me.  I forgot



          23   to -- this is George Edwardson.  I forgot to mention --



          24   can you hear me?



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
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           1             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yesterday afternoon



           2   before I started home I went to a meeting of the



           3   scientists of the federal government and the State of



           4   Alaska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the



           5   marine mammals.  And the topic was, you know, why are



           6   these seals dying off, why are the walruses in a



           7   situation they're in.



           8             There was NOAA, there was, you know, that



           9   NMFS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Alaska Fish and Game.  All



          10   the state and federal agencies were looking at what was



          11   going on with these seals and walrus, why was it



          12   happening like that.



          13             And finally when they came to the end, came to



          14   summarize, you know, just how much we know whether as a



          15   state or as a federal government, they couldn't even



          16   give you an estimate on how many different types of



          17   seals they were or where the seals went or why were



          18   walruses in that situation they're in.  They couldn't



          19   even come up with a number on ring seals, on spotted



          20   seals, on bearded seals, on walruses.  They couldn't



          21   even come up with a number to start with.



          22             And that is something scary, and here you're



          23   in the process of attempting to conduct a lease sale.



          24   How can you do that when you don't even know what's in



          25   the ocean?  It's putting a blind on and then going out
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           1   and going sword fighting.



           2             What are you going to do?  Let's get real.



           3   Sometimes this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop



           4   here.  We're practical people.  We're intelligent



           5   people.  We should all start acting like that.



           6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.



           7             Anyone else who would like to make some



           8   closing comments?  We have a few more minutes.  I don't



           9   want anyone to feel they were neglected.  Everything is



          10   important.



          11             Anyone in the villages on line that have



          12   anything to say?



          13             Okay.  I'm going to turn it over to Rosemary.



          14             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  It's important to



          15   recognize that there's important things to support.



          16   There was some really good comments that came out of the



          17   borough, on the Wildlife Department.  There was some



          18   really good comments that came out from Geoff.  I really



          19   appreciate Heather's comments; some of our elders,



          20   Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill.  His good



          21   comments in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.



          22             These are very important comments, and we've



          23   worked really hard on staying involved in this process,



          24   becoming educated in all the various things.  We have a



          25   lot vested in this process.  Our future generations are
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           1   depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray



           2   that a good decision comes.



           3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much



           4   for your comments, Rosemary.



           5             Anybody else have any comments before we end



           6   it?



           7             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Well, I just want



           8   to thank everyone for their comments and for



           9   participating.  A lot of the comments were -- I mean,



          10   how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the



          11   comments are really came through.  And I just can't tell



          12   you how much I appreciate and all of us here at BOEM



          13   appreciate you taking the time and sharing them with us.



          14             We've talked about -- we've had other meetings



          15   over the past week or so, and a lot of these same issues



          16   have been discussed in smaller settings.  This is a very



          17   sort of formal setting.  You know, you provide us



          18   comments and we listen.  And it's extremely useful, but



          19   I also found the smaller settings can be much more



          20   interactive and we can have sort of real human



          21   conversations to be useful as well.



          22             And so I appreciate you going through this



          23   formal process, but I don't want to leave you with the



          24   impression that this will be our only conversation or



          25   this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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           1             Again, we've proposed a program that would



           2   have any potential leasing far down the record.  Part of



           3   the reason why we did that is to build in time for these



           4   types of sessions, but also what I consider even more



           5   productive smaller group sessions.  And so my staff will



           6   be here for that purpose, to gather information, collect



           7   traditional knowledge, inform our decision-making.  And



           8   I will be on the North Slope again soon myself.



           9             So, again, thank you very much.  I really



          10   appreciate your time.  I really appreciate the



          11   thoughtfulness and the sincerity you brought to



          12   everything you said tonight.  So thank you.



          13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And with that, could we ask



          14   that someone give a closing blessing?



          15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I do that for a living, so I



          16   might as well.



          17             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  This is Point



          18   Lay.



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Go ahead, Point Lay.



          20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Our meeting was canceled due



          21   to our weather and there were other functions that night



          22   and we had canceled the meeting.  Would they be coming



          23   back to Point Lay for another village meeting?



          24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will see what we can do,



          25   Point Lay.  This is Jim Kendall.  It may be in person,
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           1   it may be a teleconference, but we're very sorry we



           2   didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely



           3   get your input.



           4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  All right.  Thank you.



           5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much



           6   for dialing in.



           7             (Blessing given.)



           8             (Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m.)
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  1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2             (Invocation given by Nellie Nanauq.)

  3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is Jim Kendall with the

  4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.

  5             Now I will ask, who is on line, please?

  6             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.

  7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Point Lay.

  8             Anybody else?

  9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Kaktovik.

 10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kaktovik.

 11             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Wainwright.

 12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We hear you, Wainwright.

 13   Thank you.

 14             Anybody else?

 15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.

 16             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Loud and clear.

 17             That's four.  Anyone else?

 18             Okay.  If anyone signs on later on, that's

 19   fine.

 20             My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm with the Bureau

 21   of Ocean Energy Management, and I'd like to introduce

 22   the very first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy

 23   Management.  We're a new agency.  We have a very new

 24   director all the way from Washington, D.C., Director

 25   Tommy Beaudreau.
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  1             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thanks,

  2   Dr. Kendall.

  3             My name is Tommy Beaudreau.  I'm the first

  4   director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  5   Management.  As many of you know, following the oil

  6   spill in the Gulf of Mexico last summer, the Department

  7   of the Interior reorganized the former Minerals

  8   Management Service, MMS.

  9             The purpose for the reorganization was to

 10   divide up the functions of the former MMS so that each

 11   function could be performed better.  Under MMS you had

 12   resource management, environmental assessments, leasing

 13   and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as

 14   revenue collection.

 15             And because the revenues/royalties related to

 16   offshore oil and gas activity were so large and so

 17   important to the country, a lot of the focus of the

 18   agency was on the revenue collections side and less

 19   focus, less management focus, less attention, was

 20   devoted to safety environmental studies.  The people did

 21   those jobs and worked very hard at them, but because of

 22   the demands and all of the other demands within the

 23   agency those functions didn't get enough attention,

 24   didn't get enough resources.

 25             And so following the spill, one of the reforms
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  1   that was implemented was to reorganize offshore oil and

  2   gas oversight.  And that involved establishing three new

  3   agencies:  The Office of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,

  4   which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has

  5   been moved to a separate part of the Interior

  6   Department -- and then as of October, the division

  7   between my agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  8   Management, and the safety authority, the Bureau of

  9   Safety and Environmental Enforcement.

 10             And so I'm with BOEM.  I'm the first director

 11   of BOEM.  BOEM's responsibility is really as a science

 12   agency.  Our job is to do resource evaluations -- that

 13   involves geologists and geophysicists -- to help

 14   understand what resource potential exists offshore, to

 15   do environmental studies and environmental evaluation,

 16   to assess the impacts of oil and gas activity on the

 17   environment -- that includes biologists, marine mammal

 18   specialists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and

 19   also we have social scientists concerned with

 20   archaeological, cultural, and economic issues.

 21             And so we're really a resource manager science

 22   organization and policy organization.  Our counterpart

 23   BSEE is a pure safety authority now.  Their

 24   responsibility is -- involves engineers who look at

 25   drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,
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  1   and the inspectors who go out and make sure that

  2   operations are being conducted safely.  And they also

  3   have responsibility for oil spill response planning and

  4   coordinating with the Coast Guard and other federal

  5   partners in connection with fulfilling that

  6   responsibility.  So that's broadly speaking what our

  7   agency does, what the reorganization was about.

  8             I want to thank you all very much for

  9   attending tonight.  It's a Friday night, it's in

 10   December, it's close to the holidays, I know everybody

 11   has other things that they could be doing, but I really

 12   appreciate you giving us the time to have this

 13   conversation and have this hearing about our next

 14   five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and

 15   gas, which includes some plans with respect to the

 16   Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.

 17             Really quick I'll give a brief overview of

 18   what we propose, particularly with respect to Alaska,

 19   and then Dr. Kendall will go into a little more detail

 20   up front.  But really the purpose of this meeting and

 21   what we want to have happen at this meeting is to

 22   receive input and comments from you.  That's really what

 23   it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that

 24   you've taken the time to join us tonight.

 25             Our five-year plan, we're responsible under
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  1   the law, under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, to

  2   develop a five-year plan that lays out a schedule for

  3   potential oil and gas leasing offshore.  It's our

  4   responsibility under the law to do that.

  5             Whenever we schedule a sale under that plan,

  6   it's not set in stone.  It's a potential sale.  It's

  7   something that we've calendared, but the Secretary has

  8   the authority to either go forward with the sale or not

  9   go forward with the sale.

 10             With respect to Alaska, what is reflected in

 11   our draft proposed program is a new approach to offshore

 12   oil and gas leasing in the Arctic.  We have scheduled

 13   one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale

 14   in the Beaufort.  And we've scheduled both of those

 15   sales late in the program; the Chukchi sale in 2016

 16   potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,

 17   potentially.

 18             The reason we did that is we want to build in

 19   time to, A, continue with scientific research, to

 20   inform, first of all, whether or not leasing should go

 21   forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.

 22   That includes making use of traditional knowledge and

 23   input from local communities.

 24             Two, as all of you in this room know, if

 25   activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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  1   a lot of thought needs to be given to what sort of

  2   infrastructure needs to be in place to support that

  3   activity, including oil spill response.

  4             And then third, we really want to take a

  5   different approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in

  6   the Arctic.  In the past, essentially some deferral

  7   areas were set aside.  But other than that, the entire

  8   area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi

  9   was made available to the companies to bid on.  That was

 10   the traditional model in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was

 11   essentially applied here in the Arctic.

 12             We have something very different in mind for

 13   the future.  What we would like is to have a much more

 14   narrowly tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic

 15   that is focused on, first, where the resource potential

 16   is, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then

 17   second, where the potential environmentally sensitive

 18   areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as

 19   subsistence hunting and fishing.

 20             And so we want to design a program that

 21   essentially looks at where the resource is and then with

 22   forethought and consideration de-conflicts any potential

 23   lease sale to remove conflicts with environmentally

 24   sensitive areas and with alternative uses like

 25   subsistence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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  1   offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maximum

  2   extent possible.

  3             So that's what's in our proposed program in a

  4   nutshell.  We are looking forward to getting public

  5   input on that to help us define what any potential lease

  6   sale would look like in light of those principles I just

  7   articulated.

  8             So Dr. Kendall will now go through a little

  9   bit about our process.  We'll do it quickly.  I think we

 10   owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but

 11   we don't want to take up too much time because, again,

 12   what the session tonight is really about is hearing

 13   input from you and not us talking.  So with that, I'll

 14   turn it over to Jim.

 15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Director

 16   Beaudreau.

 17             Again, my name is Jim Kendall.  Many of you

 18   recognize me.  I've been here before.  But last time I

 19   was here, I was in an acting capacity.  They sent me up

 20   from Washington and said, "Okay.  Go up there for two or

 21   three months and hold the fort down until we decide what

 22   to do."  Well, that was a long time ago and I guess they

 23   liked me and y'all liked me because now I'm here.  And

 24   it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a lot more of

 25   me.
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  1             Before we go on, I want to introduce the rest

  2   of our team.  We've got Bonnie Robson here.  Bonnie.

  3   Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the leasing division

  4   that is responsible for the proposed program.  She also

  5   was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so

  6   she's one of you.

  7             We've got Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our

  8   community liaison.  Many of you know Mike.  I depend on

  9   him to educate me on how to work with the communities

 10   and just do a good job.  So I'm very thankful to Mike.

 11             John Callahan.  John Callahan is from the

 12   Office of Public Affairs.  He makes sure that when we

 13   try to get something out to the communities, it's in a

 14   way that is acceptable, that we get the message out and

 15   that it's clear.

 16             Rob McWhorter.  Rob McWhorter works for

 17   another government agency called Argonne National Labs,

 18   a very prestigious organization that is helping us with

 19   the EIS, the environmental impact statement.  And I'll

 20   go into that.

 21             Janine Tobias.  Janine is from another agency

 22   that I'll mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety

 23   and Environmental Enforcement.

 24             And last but not least, probably the second

 25   most important person in the room -- you're number one.
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  1   We're here to hear you tonight.  The second most

  2   important person in the room is Valerie.  Now, Valerie

  3   is our court reporter.  And we want to make sure that

  4   everything that you say, your feelings, what you

  5   believe, Valerie gets down.  So, please, when we get to

  6   the public comment part, please state your name, spell

  7   your name, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk

  8   slow enough that Valerie can get it.  And that would be

  9   great.

 10             So anyways, I'm going to go through a

 11   PowerPoint here very briefly.  We have been listening to

 12   the communities.  And sometimes when we do this, we

 13   either bring too many pieces of paper or not enough or

 14   not enough information to start the discussion.  So to

 15   try to level the playing field so we're all starting

 16   from the same place, let's take about ten minutes to

 17   walk you through why we're here, to build on what

 18   Director Beaudreau said.

 19             First of all, we're talking about all of these

 20   words, too many words.  Those are the official

 21   bureaucratic words.  The first thing we're talking about

 22   is the proposed program for 2012 to 2017.  "Proposed,"

 23   that's a keyword.  Along with the proposed program is a

 24   draft environmental impact statement, or a draft EIS.

 25   So what we're talking about tonight is a proposed
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  1   program, not final, and a draft EIS, not final.

  2             Next slide please.

  3             As Director Beaudreau said, we're from the

  4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  That was the

  5   previous MMS that's broken up into three organizations;

  6   one organization that handled the money.  They moved out

  7   to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the

  8   engineers, the people that are out there actually

  9   inspecting things that know the engineering.  They're in

 10   the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  And

 11   there's a new word there, "environmental enforcement."

 12   Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,

 13   but they're also making sure that the environmental

 14   mitigations that have been put in place and the

 15   environment laws and regulations are followed.  Very

 16   important.

 17             Then those of us that were responsible for

 18   doing the environmental reviews, doing the science,

 19   following the laws like the Marine Mammal Protection

 20   Act, we are in BOEM.  We manage the resource.  We're not

 21   worried about the money.  We're worried about the

 22   resource, working with the communities.  And the

 23   engineers in BSEE worry about safety and environmental

 24   compliance.

 25             Next slide.
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  1             I threw this up.  Again, too many words.  The

  2   OCS Lands Act.  And we've heard this in the past and I

  3   heard this today at another meeting, you've been -- you,

  4   people like us, have been coming up here for 30 years

  5   and people say the same thing.  I want to point out it's

  6   not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30

  7   years, it's that the law requires us to be here.

  8             Before the Secretary can even propose a lease

  9   sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan.  Okay?  And a

 10   five-year plan is required every five years.  And so

 11   it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and

 12   a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on.  But

 13   before you do that, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands

 14   Act requires that we come out and talk to the community

 15   so you know what's going on.

 16             So I know it's difficult, it's a Friday night,

 17   it's during the Christmas holidays, but you ought to

 18   feel a little bit good that the law says, okay, you

 19   people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the

 20   communities and see what they have to say.  They're

 21   important.  And so that's why we're here.

 22             Next slide, please.

 23             Where we are in the process.  And, in fact, I

 24   I'm going to walk up here a little bit so I can touch

 25   things.  We're at the very beginning of this five-year
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  1   plan for 2012 to 2017.  It's very broad.  Okay?  It's a

  2   broad document.

  3             Then would come a lease sale phase that

  4   Mr. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year

  5   plan, which is still not complete, then there may or may

  6   not be lease sales in it.  Well, if the Secretary

  7   decides those lease sales should proceed, then we have a

  8   process for public input.  We come back up here.  We

  9   talk to the communities.  You saw us last year, two

 10   years ago, three years ago.  This is what's going on.

 11   You need to know what's going on.  So that's why we come

 12   back.

 13             And then it proceeds through exploration,

 14   production, and decommissioning.  If any of this occurs,

 15   then it has to be returned to the way it was.

 16             Next slide, please.

 17             What is in this proposed plan right now?

 18   Well, right now there are six areas included; a little

 19   sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Gulf

 20   of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the

 21   Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.

 22             If you've been following the process, a couple

 23   of years ago there was a draft proposed program that had

 24   more areas in it.  And as we start moving toward a

 25   final, and we're not there yet, areas disappear for one
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  1   reason or another and there's a lot of discussion that

  2   goes on.

  3             Next slide, please.

  4             So probably what we're really interested in

  5   tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi.  Now, I'm

  6   going to repeat some of the things that Director

  7   Beaudreau said because these are very important.  There

  8   is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for

  9   the Chukchi for 2016.  Those have been intentionally

 10   been pushed toward the end of the program so there's

 11   more time for discussion, there's more time for more

 12   science, there's more time to look at infrastructure.

 13   All the things people are concerned with, we have got

 14   time to consider even if they end up in the plan.

 15             Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are

 16   some areas that have already been taken out of the plan.

 17   This red area here is a deferral, 25 miles.  Off of

 18   Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off

 19   of Kaktovik.  It's already been decided that nothing

 20   should occur there.  There will be no lease sale there.

 21             But that's not the end, and this is where

 22   Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting

 23   together a new way of doing business.  We've been doing

 24   science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but

 25   NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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  1             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Why is it only 25

  2   miles?  If you do too much seismic explorations, you

  3   destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two

  4   months of microscopic animals that the endangered

  5   species animals eat already during the seismic

  6   explorations.  And if you only have a 25-mile buffer and

  7   then you do another five years of seismic exploration,

  8   you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the

  9   endangered species animals, they won't have any places

 10   to go feed left.

 11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good question.

 12   This is not --

 13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  I would ask you to

 14   extend that to 200 miles.

 15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it's not written in

 16   stone yet.  So that's a good comment.  And we need your

 17   name.  Your name, sir?

 18             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Nuvuk

 19   Kunaq.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good.  See, that's what

 21   we're getting at.  This is the new way.  Right now,

 22   that's what it is in this proposed document.  Right now

 23   as we speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking

 24   these comments, we're taking the science that's been

 25   done, and we want to take in traditional knowledge --
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  1   sometimes I call it traditional science -- on what areas

  2   should also be red.

  3             As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,

  4   these whole areas were offered up for lease.  That's not

  5   going to happen.  Right now we're looking at where are

  6   the whale migration routes, where are special

  7   subsistence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.

  8             And if we look at those areas and we look at

  9   where there's some oil and gas, we want to de-conflict

 10   areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas could

 11   occur and not impact subsistence and the whale

 12   migrations and things and where should it not occur.

 13             So your question is right on and the last

 14   chapter is not written yet.  So you're right on.

 15             Next slide, please.

 16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me?

 17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Hello?

 18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me.  Hello?

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Hello.

 20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  For those of us that are in

 21   the villages, would you have the people come up to the

 22   mic, please, so we could hear their comments, too?

 23   Thank you.

 24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're not

 25   really to the public comment period yet.  And when we
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  1   do, we will have a mic.  But the gentleman had a very

  2   good comment about the slide, so I didn't want to put

  3   him off until the comment period.  We're only going to

  4   have a few more minutes here.

  5             Next slide.

  6             Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is

  7   considered.  That would be an industry interest only

  8   sale, that if there is any substantial interest by

  9   industry to actually have a sale in there.  Then we

 10   would start the process within terms of the National

 11   Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera.  But

 12   we're not going to extend resources in an area where no

 13   one is interested in terms of industry, because those

 14   are resources we can devote to other areas where there

 15   may be interest.

 16             Next slide.

 17             This environmental impact statement I'm

 18   talking about, this book, this is it here.  It's not

 19   three copies of it.  It's one document.  One

 20   environmental impact statement, it's three volumes.

 21   It's huge.  Sorry about that, but there's a lot of

 22   people working on it.

 23             What is this all about?

 24             Slide.  Next.

 25             It's to disclose plans.  For transparency, we
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  1   want people to know what other people are talking about,

  2   what industry is talking about, what the government is

  3   talking about, what others are talking about.  So we

  4   want everybody to know what people are talking about.

  5             Next.

  6             It's also to involve the public.

  7   Congratulations, you are now part of the process.

  8             Next slide.

  9             To identify and evaluate alternatives.  There

 10   are some alternatives, I believe, over on that wall.

 11   Now, since this is a proposed document, nothing is

 12   written in stone, and things may go away.  It may be

 13   that as we move through the process -- we talked to

 14   people, we looked at the science, we considered

 15   traditional knowledge -- through all these areas, the

 16   areas where a lease sale might occur and the number of

 17   sales may change.  Okay?  So it's not finished.

 18             Next.

 19             To avoid negative effects.  That's right, sir,

 20   we don't want damage to the environment.  We don't want

 21   damage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera.

 22   That's part of the law.  So that is considered in this

 23   document.

 24             Next.

 25             And to unify environmental analysis.  We don't
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  1   want a cookie cutter.  There has to be a way of pulling

  2   all the science together and all the people that are

  3   doing the work.  For example, this document here, this

  4   massive document, it's not just us.  NOAA was a

  5   cooperating agency.  They helped with it.  The State of

  6   Alaska helped with it.  And last but not least, the

  7   North Slope Borough helped us with this document.

  8             So in terms of unifying environmental

  9   analysis, we want to make sure that anybody that has

 10   information or can contribute to the document has their

 11   say so we don't miss anything.  Because when Director

 12   Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,

 13   the ultimate decision-maker, they can lay the

 14   information out and show the Secretary what has been

 15   done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be

 16   made based on the best available science, information,

 17   and traditional knowledge, which is very important in

 18   the Arctic.

 19             Next slide, please.

 20             Some of the things that are in this

 21   document -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect

 22   of noise, seismic surveying, the noise that comes from

 23   drilling, service vessels.  If there was something that

 24   happened after a lease sale and there was some

 25   development and some exploration disturbances in terms
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  1   of pipeline or anchoring, air emissions, related coastal

  2   activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these

  3   are things that have to be discussed up front and

  4   they're in this document.

  5             Next.

  6             And the list goes on.  Marine and coastal

  7   birds, fisheries, marine mammals, ecological resources,

  8   socioeconomics, subsistence.  They're in the document.

  9   We think it's a good document, but it's not perfect.  We

 10   want help with it.  So that's why it's out for review

 11   and for anybody to comment.  What did we miss?  Did we

 12   miss some citations?  Does traditional knowledge say

 13   something that we ought to have in this document?

 14   That's what this is all about.

 15             Next.

 16             Deepwater Horizon.  Director Beaudreau

 17   mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad

 18   accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people

 19   died, a lot of oil in the water, 5 million barrels, a

 20   lot of pollution.  That cannot be allowed to happen

 21   again.

 22             So not only was our agency, the previous MMS,

 23   restructured, but there's been new laws and regulations,

 24   new things have been discussed.  For example, many of

 25   you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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  1   the Arctic.  Well, instead of waiting to build that

  2   capping containment system that they built in the Gulf

  3   while everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to

  4   have one ready to go in the Arctic immediately.  So

  5   things like that are considered.  There has to be a

  6   third party verifying that a blowout preventer works.

  7   So there's been a lot of changes to make sure that

  8   tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the

  9   document.

 10             Next.

 11             I'm about to end.  I've talked too much.  But

 12   to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit

 13   the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 knowing

 14   that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new

 15   one has to start.  We started this process in 2008 and

 16   there was a draft proposed program in January of 2009.

 17             Not so fast.

 18             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sorry.

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then from January 2009

 20   to March 2011, we collected more information.  So now

 21   you have the proposed program, not a final, and a draft

 22   EIS.

 23             Next.

 24             And from November through January 2012, we're

 25   collecting comments on this document so that we can make
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  1   it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the

  2   Secretary of the Interior, they have the best

  3   information, the best science, the best traditional

  4   knowledge, the best economic analysis, so a decision can

  5   be made that everybody knows how it was made.

  6             Next.

  7             And sometime next year, late next year, we

  8   will have a final program that may look very different

  9   from the one now in terms of the sizes of the areas.  It

 10   may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified.  And

 11   then we'll have a new and improved EIS.  And all that

 12   will go to the Secretary and to the Congress.  And

 13   that's what the law requires.  We're going to take

 14   advantage of this time to make sure it's the absolute

 15   best documents and plan we can come up with.

 16             Next.

 17             And then finally, last slide.  It's in the

 18   document, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging

 19   somewhere, you can go to our web site and look at the

 20   document and submit comments.  You can send comments to

 21   Mr. James Bennett.  You can take one of the discs.  And

 22   we've got a couple of copies of the big document that

 23   Rob has.

 24             So our goal here is for people to know what's

 25   being discussed and help us provide the decision-maker
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  1   with the best information to make the best decision for

  2   everybody.  So that's why we're here tonight.

  3             And you've probably heard too much of me

  4   speaking, but before we get right into the public

  5   comment period, I understand there are some

  6   representatives of the local area involved here.

  7             And, Emma, I know I asked you to give me a

  8   list, and you're on that last, but because we're in the

  9   North Slope Borough and this is your chambers, would you

 10   mind giving your opening comments and then introducing

 11   our next colleagues from the Alaska Eskimo Whaling

 12   Commission?

 13             MS. EMMA POKON:  Thank you.  Good evening.  My

 14   name is Emma Pokon, E-m-m-a P-o-k-o-n.  I'm an assistant

 15   attorney for the North Slope Borough.

 16             On behalf of the North Slope Borough, I wanted

 17   to say thank you for coming to Barrow.  Thank you for

 18   traveling around the North Slope and visiting the

 19   communities that would be affected by any activity

 20   offshore.  We think it's really important that the

 21   agency hears from community members, from the residents,

 22   and understands what their concerns are.  So thank you

 23   for making an effort to do that.

 24             Like many of our residents, the North Slope

 25   Borough is concerned about offshore development.  We met

00025

  1   earlier today.  We'll continue to be involved in the

  2   NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submit

  3   formal written comments during the comment period.

  4             We're here because of the five-year plan, but

  5   I also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge

  6   encouragement that we received today, encouragement that

  7   our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is

  8   listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that

  9   we've raised.

 10             Today there was a conditional approval of

 11   Shell's Chukchi Sea exploration plan.  But among the

 12   conditions on the approval was a requirement that Shell

 13   cease drilling into zones capable of flowing liquid

 14   hydrocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date

 15   of ice encroachment, on September 24th.  This is an

 16   important step in the right direction, and so I wanted

 17   to take a moment to say thank you and also to

 18   acknowledge that we think that this signals that the

 19   agency is listening to the comments that the public

 20   offers at these meetings and work that the borough and

 21   other entities put into in reviewing these documents.

 22             So, again, thank you and welcome to Barrow.

 23             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 24             MS. EMMA POKON:  Johnny Aiken is the executive

 25   director of AEWC, and I believe he has a statement that
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  1   he wanted to make this evening.

  2             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Is it okay if I sit here?

  3             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yeah.  Absolutely.

  4             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Thank you.  Good evening,

  5   Mr. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues.  For

  6   the record, my name is Johnny Aiken, executive director

  7   of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.

  8             First of all, I would like to congratulate you

  9   on your new position and to welcome you to Barrow.

 10   First, let me say that we really appreciate you coming

 11   to our community to talk with us on some of the issues

 12   that are important to us.

 13             The work you are doing is very important

 14   because it can have a significant effect on all of us

 15   here on the North Slope.  We appreciate having this

 16   opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our

 17   issues.  I also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower

 18   and I yesterday and being able to talk with us and your

 19   colleagues on a one-on-one basis.  I hope you have

 20   enjoyed your stay so far in Barrow.

 21             I want to start by making it very clear to you

 22   what AEWC's job is.  Our job is to protect the bowhead

 23   whale and its habitat, and the bowhead whale subsistence

 24   hunt especially.  That is why AEWC was formed and that

 25   is what everyone in our communities looks to us to do.
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  1             AEWC represents 11 villages from -- all the

  2   way down from the St. Lawrence Island to the Village of

  3   Kaktovik in the east.  We have tried not to get involved

  4   with supporting or opposing oil and gas development, and

  5   we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead

  6   whale and its habitat.  And that is what AEWC has always

  7   done since we were first formed in 1977.

  8             In the last few years, we have been seeing a

  9   significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.

 10   The last time we saw this much interest in offshore oil

 11   and gas exploration and development was in the 1980s,

 12   but that died down much to our relief all the way

 13   through the 1990s except for BP's work to develop

 14   Northstar.  It was pretty quiet, but there were still

 15   some offshore activity going on every year.

 16             In the 1980s, there were a lot of impacts to

 17   our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village

 18   of Kaktovik and Nuiqsut so that the AEWC and those

 19   hunters learned how to deal with those impacts.  Our

 20   federal government did not help us very much so we

 21   learned how to work closely and directly with the

 22   industry to develop mitigation measures to keep their

 23   work from interfering with our hunt.  This is the way we

 24   do things.

 25             Where we live up here, it's pretty remote, as
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  1   you may have seen these past few days.  Not as remote as

  2   it used to be, but still pretty remote.  If we don't

  3   find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get

  4   done and we will not have survived up here for all this

  5   time.

  6             The AEWC developed the Conflict Avoidance

  7   Agreement by working every year with the offshore

  8   operators who were coming up here.  Every year we have

  9   had to learn about their operations and observe their

 10   impacts to our whales and our hunting.  And we had to

 11   develop mitigation measures that would work for our

 12   whalers and also the industry.

 13             This hasn't always been easy and sometimes we

 14   don't see things in the same way and end up in serious

 15   disagreements, but we just keep doing this because they

 16   want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our

 17   whaling.

 18             We have had to figure out how to share that

 19   area with the industry and to make sure that the habitat

 20   out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can

 21   keep hunting them.  The Conflict Avoidance Agreement is

 22   the best tool we have for making all of this work.  And

 23   the industry has been able to get a lot done under the

 24   Conflict Avoidance Agreement while the whalers are

 25   assured that there will be no interference with the
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  1   hunt.

  2             There's been a lot of exploration in the

  3   Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been

  4   quite a bit of development at Northstar and at the

  5   Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and

  6   ExxonMobil.  We've worked with all these companies on

  7   their development under the CAA, and we've worked with a

  8   lot more exploration activities in both the Beaufort and

  9   the Chukchi Seas.

 10             Sometimes it takes a while for companies to

 11   learn how to work with us.  It took Shell a long time

 12   these past few years, but now they seem to be getting it

 13   and they're becoming a pretty good neighbor for us.  But

 14   still we have some problems with some of the other oil

 15   companies like ConocoPhillips and Statoil.  They don't

 16   want to sign a CAA.  Instead, they want to use the Plan

 17   of Cooperation.

 18             It's my understanding that they get the idea

 19   for the Plan of Cooperation from language in the

 20   National Marine Fisheries Service regulations.  It's

 21   also my understanding that the POC language in those

 22   regulations were put in there to get the companies to

 23   work with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and our

 24   whaling captains on the CAA.  When that language got put

 25   in there, the federal government was recognizing that
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  1   our CAA is a good approach to helping the industry get

  2   along with the subsistence hunters up here in the

  3   Arctic.

  4             The government wanted the companies to keep

  5   working with us to negotiate mitigation measures that

  6   allow us to share the water.  And the federal government

  7   was recognizing that the best people to develop those

  8   mitigation measures are the ones that actually use the

  9   ocean.  That means the hunters and the operators.

 10             But now we have these companies that use the

 11   Plan of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell

 12   people what they're going to do without trying to work

 13   out these mitigation measures.  They show up and get

 14   people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out

 15   information and then leave.  They are using the POC as a

 16   backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was meant

 17   to do.  We are very disappointed with this.

 18             We suspect that the oil companies are telling

 19   the federal government that they have worked with the

 20   villages when they give you their reports in regards to

 21   the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs.  The POC is not an

 22   agreement between the villages and the oil industry.  It

 23   really doesn't mean anything to the whaling captains up

 24   here.

 25             This is not a helpful way to go, and we need
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  1   your agency and the NMFS to help us push them, come to

  2   the table, and sign the CAA.  The CAA is the best way

  3   for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get along

  4   and get some work done.  It's been working since 1985

  5   when the CAA was first negotiated and still working.  I

  6   think that says a lot because in the beginning we did

  7   not get along, and I thought both Shell and AEWC would

  8   never be able to work together on these issues.

  9             We also have developed an Oil Spill Mitigation

 10   Agreement for drilling activities.  We first worked this

 11   out with BP for the Northstar project.  With BP it's

 12   called the Good Neighbor Policy.  But with the other

 13   companies, we have started calling it the Oil Spill

 14   Mitigation Agreement because people have begun to use

 15   the title of Good Neighbor Policy to mean other things

 16   besides the oil spill mitigation.

 17             With this agreement, we have an insurance

 18   policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other

 19   areas to hunt if our resources are not available in

 20   traditional hunting areas.  I certainly hope that we

 21   will never need to use this, but it is very important to

 22   have in there in case something happened.

 23             The other thing we need to work on with you is

 24   making sure we have the deferral areas removed.  I know

 25   that Nuiqsut has already told you that they need a
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  1   deferral area east off Cross Island, and I'm sure that

  2   AEWC is going to support them on that.

  3             I don't know for sure how the other villages

  4   feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik

  5   and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but

  6   we will have our whaling convention in February and we

  7   can ask the villages at that time if they want any input

  8   on this issue.  I would like to be able to get back with

  9   you with that information after we have talked with them

 10   in February.

 11             We need the -- we also need the federal

 12   government to keep supporting good research up here.  We

 13   need the right kind of research on cumulative impacts,

 14   because we have to be concerned about keeping our

 15   ecosystem healthy.

 16             So we would like to be able to work with you

 17   on all these issues, and I hope you will take our

 18   concerns seriously.  I stress very strongly, though,

 19   that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it

 20   as the best and only tool that our community depends on.

 21             AEWC will be submitting formal comments to

 22   your agency when the time comes.  And, again, thank you

 23   for visiting with us and I would like to wish all of you

 24   a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Johnny.
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  1             Before we go into the general comments, I'd

  2   like to see if there are elders in this audience as well

  3   as in the villages that are on line to offer testimony

  4   and comment first.

  5             So, Johnny, could you help me?  Is there

  6   anyone in the audience, an elder, that would like to

  7   comment?

  8             We're still on line, folks, in the villages.

  9   We're just having a little side discussion here.

 10             MS. NELLIE NANAUQ:  (Speaking in Inupiat.)

 11             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Did you guys need a

 12   translation?

 13             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yes, please.

 14             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be wonderful.

 15             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Now you know what we've

 16   been through.  To give you a little bit of an example,

 17   that's what happened to us.  You know, to give you some

 18   example, I was a nine-year-old girl and went through the

 19   same experience being in a boarding school.

 20             I didn't realize I was going to translate

 21   her -- by the way, my name is Louisa Riley.  She

 22   explained -- I mean, she told you her Inupiaq name and

 23   also that she's lived all her life and knows all the

 24   traditional knowledge about -- and we do have people

 25   that live here that has those knowledges.  And to use
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  1   them as getting all the information, that is very

  2   important.

  3             You know, I've heard a lot of our elders.  I

  4   myself is an elder in training.  I'm a very young elder

  5   in training.  And that's how we learn, from our elders.

  6   And so it is an honor for me to translate what she

  7   said -- and I wish I had thought of it, but she said

  8   that we do have a lot of people that knows the

  9   knowledge.  We do have people that work with the Inupiaq

 10   people.  You know, we are the Inupiaq people up here.

 11   We are the original people up here.

 12             So there are some workers that are here -- I'm

 13   glad to have met you, too, so I could identify who you

 14   are, because there's always -- so much changes.

 15             But the other is, you know, seasonal.  You

 16   know, she was talking about the seasonal changes in the

 17   ocean and to have that knowledge from people that know

 18   that.  So that's what I have on here.

 19             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thank you.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank

 21   you.  And her comments have been recorded so we can get

 22   further translations later.  So thank you.

 23             Are there any other elders in the chamber

 24   before I go to the villages for elders?

 25             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  My
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  1   nickname is Johnnie Brower.  My Inupiaq name is Nuvuk

  2   Kunaq.  There are two things that I don't like about

  3   this meeting.  First, the rules and regulations within

  4   the State of Alaska boundary.  Second, the federal

  5   sector for the federally recognized tribes.

  6             I'm more in favor of the rules and regulations

  7   that would be imposed on these matters by the federally

  8   recognized tribal sectors because they have ability to

  9   put things up the way I would like to see them.  The

 10   North Slope Borough has a State boundary limit, which is

 11   okay for land-based people living on land.

 12             One of the bigger concerns that I have that

 13   I'm not too fond of is after the seismic explorations

 14   took place for a couple of months -- you know what a

 15   black tide is compared to a blue tide and a red tide?

 16   The black tide is the dead matter of all -- all

 17   microscopic animals that our endangered species animals

 18   eat.  It's a combined mixture of the -- when it's

 19   already dead, it collects and mingles with the algae and

 20   other microscopic animals and it becomes larger and

 21   larger.  And these were reported as black sheens and

 22   black tides in our Arctic waters.

 23             And when this kind of thing gets into areas

 24   where seals, walruses, and other animals flourish and

 25   eat and migrate to and travel from, these kind of
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  1   things, you don't have -- budget money to explain to

  2   people.  You have to have the seismic exploration, and

  3   you're playing games in the polar Arctic waters.

  4             And if you do too much destructive damages on

  5   the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you're reducing

  6   the fresh food that supplies the different areas of

  7   different countries from our polar Arctic region, not

  8   just for our Alaska region.  And that's one part that

  9   people don't understand very good.

 10             I -- as an Inupiaq person, I am not in love

 11   with watching my own future generations going to end up

 12   having to see some of the things that we are seeing.

 13   It's not going to happen at the moment, but it's

 14   developing slowly where it will become a long-term

 15   effect.  Just exactly the same way -- before I went to

 16   school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe

 17   Bay, I was able to run around the North Slope country on

 18   a dog team moving reindeer near here with friends and

 19   relatives.  I can't even do that.

 20             The places where I hunt and fish in Prudhoe

 21   Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff

 22   like that.  Fifteen years ago I went over there to do

 23   some hunting, and the security said that I don't belong

 24   there.  I'm Inupiaq in my own Inupiaq country and they

 25   tell me that I don't belong there.
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  1             The concept of the Inupiaq country that I'm

  2   talking about is altogether a separate entity that's not

  3   with the United States nor the Russians.  My ancestors

  4   going back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the

  5   Arctic Ocean coastal line was 12,500 years ago?  Does

  6   anybody in Washington, D.C., who imposes all these

  7   things, know these things and how much my people's

  8   ancestors -- my ancestors and my people on how far their

  9   history and language goes back in time?

 10             I am really appalled in the way -- how some of

 11   these things have been conducted since the oil was

 12   discovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by means I -- I'm

 13   not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has

 14   devastated me, my people, my culture, our way of life,

 15   and we're still trying to explain that we would like to

 16   keep our way of life and our culture and our food

 17   sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in

 18   our future generations to come so that they may live a

 19   healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people

 20   and say, "We need this, we need that."

 21             I would more or less like to see something

 22   that Bill Clinton introduced to our country saying thank

 23   you to the Native American society in North America in

 24   the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country

 25   over yours.  And one of these days I'd like to see the
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  1   Native society say, "Okay, United States, time is time,

  2   enough is enough, you've done too much."

  3             I think it's about time you need to pay rent.

  4   Your lease or your amount of time that you have occupied

  5   my Native country, you need to pay money so we could get

  6   some revenues into our account that our families really

  7   need really bad.  Thank you.

  8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank

  9   you for your comments.

 10             Any other elders that would like to speak

 11   before I ask for elders in the region -- in the other

 12   villages?

 13             Okay.  With that, Kaktovik, I believe you're

 14   on the line.  Are there any elders that would like to

 15   speak before I get to public comments?

 16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.  There's none here in

 17   Kaktovik.

 18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 19             I guess Nuiqsut is on the line.  Any elders in

 20   Nuiqsut that would like to speak first, please?

 21             Wainwright?  Are there any elders in

 22   Wainwright that would like to speak?

 23             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  No elders

 24   here.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.
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  1             And there was one other village that I missed.

  2             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.

  3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay.  Point Lay?

  4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here at this time.

  5   Thank you.

  6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anaktuvuk Pass, I understand

  7   you're on the line.  Any elders that would like to speak

  8   first?

  9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  There's none here at this

 10   time.  Thanks.

 11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 12             And before we move to the general public, an

 13   elder just walked in.

 14             George, I'll let you write.  I don't want to

 15   miss you.

 16             George Edwardson just walked in.  And before

 17   we open it, I would like George to finish signing in and

 18   see if he has any comments, because I know he knows what

 19   we're here for.

 20             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Could you tell me what

 21   it's about?

 22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  We're

 23   here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to

 24   2017.

 25             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.

00040

  1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And I know you're one of the

  2   very knowledgeable elders here, and I hate to put you on

  3   the spot, but I know you're busy.

  4             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've got me on

  5   the spot.

  6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've got you on the spot.

  7             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  This is the

  8   EIS -- right --

  9             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Correct.

 10             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  -- for the five-year

 11   plan?

 12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Five-year plan that's a

 13   draft.

 14             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  And some of the limits

 15   on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dumped

 16   in the water has already been increased so you could do

 17   more dumping in the ocean; is that right?

 18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  I don't think so, no.

 19             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  It hasn't passed yet?

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.

 21             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've always

 22   known how I thought and felt about you, the federal

 23   government, attempting to go out in the Arctic Ocean.

 24   That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,

 25   healthy with the harvest we get from the marine mammals
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  1   in the ocean.

  2             And the industry talks about how safe they can

  3   operate now.  The safety of that operation they do, they

  4   talk about oil boomers they could use, which don't work

  5   when the current gets over three knots because the oil

  6   starts to go over it and under it.

  7             And when you look at vessels and ice

  8   conditions, the United States had two icebreakers.  One

  9   is broken down for more than a year and the one that was

 10   working went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts

 11   in order so it could come back.  That is not a, you

 12   know, very safe backup for attempting to go out in the

 13   ocean.

 14             And you understand the ocean's going around in

 15   a circle around the Arctic Ocean?  A big piece of ice

 16   sits out here in the front, ten years later it comes

 17   back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice

 18   around and how cold temperatures are.  In the warm

 19   waters when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself

 20   apart and the lighter ends disappear and makes it a

 21   little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.

 22             And just to give you an example, in 1942 when

 23   they were building new lines 50 miles to the east of

 24   here, a Liberty ship ran aground.  And in order to save

 25   it, they had to dump the bunker oil into the ocean in
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  1   order to float it to save it.  And they did save the

  2   boat.  But every time a storm hits that high water mark,

  3   it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in

  4   the inlet and then it starts killing all over again.

  5   This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now.  Still is

  6   toxic.

  7             And it is a scary thing you do when you sit

  8   down and come up with a five-year plan to go offshore.

  9   And as a people, we have been telling you over and over

 10   all these years, no, no, but nobody can seem to hear.

 11   We must not be speaking the same language.

 12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.

 13             Now we're going to open it up for general

 14   public comments.  How about if we start with the very

 15   back row?  Would anyone in the very back row like to

 16   make a comment?

 17             And your name, please?

 18             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  My name is Bill Tracey,

 19   and I don't care how you spell it.

 20             I came here tonight -- I guess I've said this

 21   before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and mammals

 22   that can't be here tonight.  I've had the distinct

 23   privilege of spending entire weekends and months with

 24   walruses that have hauled out onto the shores of Point

 25   Lay.  You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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  1   buffer zone of 25 miles up from Point Lay to Wainwright.

  2   We appreciate that.  The walruses appreciate that.  But

  3   it's really not enough.

  4             These animals are hauling out because there

  5   isn't any more ice nearby that they can rest on, where

  6   they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.

  7   They find themselves making their way to land and

  8   spending one month, and it's working towards two months

  9   now, of every year looking for a place to rest.

 10             These animals, when they beach themselves,

 11   they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.

 12   They're sick.  We're finding sores all over these

 13   walruses, all over the seals, along with the belugas.

 14             Point Lay is another area where belugas really

 15   like to conjugate.  There's a lagoon system there.  This

 16   lagoon system is about 100 miles long.  It's pretty

 17   unique.  It's got more water fowl and sea mammals than

 18   anywhere else in the world.  They spend their summers

 19   there.

 20             These areas are very sensitive, along with

 21   thousands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea

 22   and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik.  All

 23   these shorelines are used.  So in order to get to these

 24   shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper

 25   waters to make their way north to south and back.

00044

  1             I had lunch with 20,000 walruses.  I got to

  2   watch them, like I was telling you, for hours and hours

  3   and days and days.  My wife and I.  My wife is on line

  4   from Point Lay right now.

  5             We found ways to get close to them.  We

  6   observed them.  We photographed them.  We shared those

  7   photographs so that other people wouldn't have to make

  8   their way there and disturb them and probably cause some

  9   sort of stampede.

 10             We were finding hundreds of dead walruses,

 11   mostly juveniles.  Their population in the next couple

 12   of years is going to be very sad because so many

 13   juveniles have died because they're on land.  I guess

 14   this summer the closest ice to the walruses was over

 15   700 miles away.  There was no way that they could use

 16   that ice.  I mentioned that we noticed that these

 17   animals were getting sick, there were sores.  Scores of

 18   them were dead.

 19             And I want to mention something about the

 20   belugas, too.  Point Lay hunters have been harvesting

 21   belugas for as long as I've been there, and I have only

 22   been there since 1973.  Point Lay's history goes way

 23   back, and belugas was one of the mainstays there.

 24             This year, the animals seem to be a different

 25   group.  And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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  1   the belugas that they were normally seeing were much

  2   larger.  This is a group of -- a pod of belugas that

  3   were mature but smaller.  So we're not sure where this

  4   group actually came from.

  5             A lot of strange things happened.  That

  6   barrier island that makes the Kasegaluk Lagoon is losing

  7   ground.  The erosion is tremendous.  The shorelines are

  8   falling into the sea.  I really hate to see, you know,

  9   what's going to happen once we lose that Kasegaluk

 10   Lagoon.  And I think we will lose it.  We've already had

 11   a couple of homes fall into the ocean because of the

 12   erosion.

 13             But back to the animals.  Where some of the

 14   present lease sales have already been purchased, it's

 15   just 90, not quite 100, miles west of Point Lay where

 16   the walruses are hauling out.  We believe that the

 17   walruses are going out that far and foraging.  They like

 18   to hit that Hanna Shoal area.  It's very shallow and

 19   rich in nutrients for these animals.

 20             If they're making it out that far and we're

 21   allowing drilling muds and that sort of thing to be

 22   dumped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea

 23   floor, I'm afraid that that's an alien material that's

 24   going to do damage to these animals.  If not to them

 25   directly, indirectly through microorganisms that they're
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  1   feeding on.  I don't know how much study has gone into

  2   that.

  3             We heard a little bit earlier about the black

  4   tide.  I like that term.  And one thought that I had was

  5   the sea ice that's melting has held these microorganisms

  6   and algaes for thousands of years and now that the ice

  7   is melting and receding, this stuff is being released

  8   and it's making its way to our shorelines.  It's making

  9   its way into the stomachs of these animals.  I could be

 10   wrong, but prove me wrong.  Really.

 11             There's just so much going on up here that I

 12   really don't think it's time that we jump to any

 13   conclusions that we're ready to drill.  Maybe we are;

 14   maybe we aren't.  But when there's always that question,

 15   you want to err on the good side.

 16             I think we need some more science up here, and

 17   I think we need to really watch what these animals are

 18   doing.  They're crying for help.  There's just so much

 19   activity up here, so much is going on.  Just in the 40

 20   years that I've been here, it's like day and night.

 21   Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you will, and they're

 22   proposing more roads.

 23             The oceans here are becoming ice free.  Those

 24   are the new highways.  We're going to have more traffic

 25   up here.  Are we ready for it?  No.  We can't help
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  1   traffic in need out there.  We don't have the

  2   icebreakers.  We don't have the ships.  We don't have

  3   the Coast Guard up here.  We don't have deep water.  If

  4   a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is

  5   to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water

  6   ports here.

  7             I can go on and on.  There's just so much

  8   going on up here, and it's happening so fast that I

  9   think we need to slow down and, you know, count our

 10   blessings really.  So far so good.  We haven't had any

 11   major incidents.  We don't want any major incidents.  We

 12   want everybody to do their best.  We want technology to

 13   catch up.  We're not asking for a whole lot.

 14             Mr. Brower stated that -- and others that the

 15   ocean is our garden.  All our food, a majority of our

 16   food, is coming from the ocean.  If that were to change,

 17   how do we deal with that?  We don't do well living on

 18   hotdogs.  The whale is part of this heritage, this

 19   culture, along with all the other animals.

 20             And respect is why everybody is still here,

 21   why things work here.  They respect the land.  They

 22   respect the ocean.  They respect the animals.  They

 23   respect each other.  And we would like to respect

 24   everybody that comes here and says that they're here to

 25   listen to us, to work with us.
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  1             And with that, I'd like to thank you folks for

  2   coming and doing just that.  You're listening to us,

  3   you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.

  4   So thank you.  Thanks for this opportunity to speak.

  5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your

  6   comments.  Thank you.

  7             Anybody else in the back row, because I'm

  8   going to move it to the second row now.

  9             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  Sure.  I'm ready now.

 10   You caught me off guard last time.

 11             Hi.  Good evening.  Qaiyaan Su'esu'e for the

 12   record, Q-a-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.

 13             Good evening, teleconference land, from

 14   Utqiagvik.  It's good to be home.

 15             I want to, first of all, thank BOEM folks for

 16   being here.  As you know, it's been quite a journey the

 17   past couple weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the

 18   chance to attend various public hearings and hear

 19   comments from other villages and other regions as well.

 20             Along the road I have always liked to provide

 21   my own comment on behalf of my subsistence way of life,

 22   my upbringing, and what I have a feeling most of my

 23   peers and fellow Inupiaq have the same feeling as, which

 24   is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes

 25   more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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  1   look very closely at the risks involved, which, again,

  2   are the fact that there is very little proven cleanup

  3   methodology.  There's very little baseline science yet.

  4   There's very limited infrastructure that we have to work

  5   with.  Those are some main obvious things that need to

  6   be taken into consideration.

  7             Also, I -- with the news today hearing that

  8   BOEM conditionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it

  9   really is good to know that our public comments and

 10   concerns of our tribal governments and organizations are

 11   being heard.  And it gives me hope that with the new

 12   BOEM administration -- it gives the public hope that

 13   we're -- our voices are heard.  So thank you for this

 14   opportunity to publicly comment.

 15             Some of the things that I've noticed

 16   throughout attending different hearings -- and I would

 17   like to pass this message along from folks in the

 18   villages who have brought me to the side and asked me

 19   over and over, "Who are they now?  Which group is this?

 20   What are they doing here?"  I think some of the most

 21   beneficial things to improve the process, at least with

 22   the -- in going through the EIS, the public comment

 23   period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the

 24   public are better educated in what meetings we will be

 25   attending.
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  1             I noticed coming back to Barrow and asking,

  2   you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the meeting?"

  3             "What meeting?"

  4             So I think more public awareness and maybe

  5   perhaps an educator from BOEM rather than sending

  6   individuals trying to scramble and figure out, who are

  7   they now, what are they here for, what process, what

  8   step are we in.  It would be beneficial to spend the

  9   time and effort to have more outreach to the communities

 10   on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind

 11   of meeting we're in today.

 12             And I think that's about it for now.  That's

 13   all I can think of.  I have spoken so much I just have

 14   run out of words.  But I'm just really glad to be home,

 15   and welcome you here.  It's so good to hear AEWC

 16   comments and from our elders.  And what I can say as a

 17   young person is, I was born and raised as well to listen

 18   to our elders.  Federal government or a young adult,

 19   listen to our elders.  Thank you.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 21             And I believe, gentleman, you had your hand up

 22   in row two?  Your name please?

 23             MR. DUKE MORROW:  Good evening.  Hi.  Duke

 24   Morrow.  I just have a question about process.  We're

 25   sitting here tonight -- I'd like to congratulate all the
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  1   people from BOEM for being here and the efforts they're

  2   putting in to educate us on this five-year plan.  But,

  3   in fact, BOEM is here because of a political reality due

  4   to an oil spill last year.  Had that not happened, we

  5   would be talking to different people under different

  6   circumstances.  So what happens next year when there's a

  7   change in the political realities?

  8             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  So you're

  9   absolutely right.  If there wasn't an oil spill, one

 10   person who wouldn't be here would be me.  The whole

 11   reason I came to the Interior Department was because my

 12   partner, Mike Bromwich, and I were asked by the

 13   President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior

 14   Department to implement these reforms.

 15             And the changes we made to offshore oil and

 16   gas oversight in terms of the structure of BOEM, the

 17   structure at BSEE, are meant to be lasting changes.  Let

 18   me give you one example:  Lasting changes that won't

 19   sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and

 20   whichever party is in power and that sort of thing.

 21             And I'll give you one example.  One of the

 22   most fundamental structural changes we made within BOEM

 23   was the appointment of a chief environmental officer, a

 24   lead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Alan

 25   Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for
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  1   overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par

  2   with the officials responsible for the leasing program,

  3   has an equal say in the five-year program and any

  4   potential lease sale with the folks who organize and

  5   plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --

  6   provide a voice for environmental science and make sure

  7   that we're striking the appropriate balances.

  8             We made that person a career official, and so

  9   he -- or in the future maybe she -- is embedded, his

 10   career, his professional -- there's continuity across

 11   administrations and by our design, we hope, isn't

 12   affected by the politics at the moment.

 13             One of the -- when we were speaking with the

 14   borough earlier today, one of our tasks early on is to

 15   establish BOEM's reputation; what is BOEM, what are we

 16   known for, how do we want people to think of us?  And it

 17   is fundamentally as a scientific organization;

 18   geologists, geophysicists, biologists, marine mammal

 19   specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,

 20   anthropologists.  But the common theme there is our

 21   decision-making has to be grounded in the data, in the

 22   science.

 23             I get asked by politicians, I get asked by

 24   reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad

 25   spot?  You've got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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  1   you know, don't want to see leasing, you've got

  2   politicians on the other hand who think you're not doing

  3   enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's

  4   right?"  And my answer is, the only way is science.  The

  5   only way is relying on the data, relying on the

  6   information, allowing that to shape your

  7   decision-making.

  8             That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's

  9   how we arrived at the decision with respect to limiting

 10   the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration

 11   plan.  It was based on our assessment of the data, how

 12   long it would take to mount a relief well operation,

 13   open water spill response, the time it would take to cap

 14   and contain that well.  And so it wasn't political, it

 15   wasn't influenced one way or the other by what

 16   politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career

 17   staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping

 18   the decision.

 19             And that's the institution we want to build.

 20   And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it will

 21   be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and flows

 22   depending on who's in office.  But that's what we have

 23   in mind.

 24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We're still back

 25   on the second row there.  Anybody want to speak?
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  1             MS. DALLAS-LEE BROWER:  I'm Dallas-Lee Brower.

  2   And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope

  3   that you will include in your science the traditional

  4   whalers, the traditional ways, with respect because so

  5   often we have observed that the scientists because of

  6   their training and because of their degrees have put

  7   themselves high and above the people here and throughout

  8   Alaska who have great knowledge, and so I wanted to make

  9   a strong point about that.  Thank you.

 10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I am

 11   the new regional director for Alaska.  I'm a trained

 12   scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100

 13   percent right.  On my watch, traditional knowledge will

 14   be treated with respect and the people that do science

 15   from my organization will do so, period.  It's very

 16   important.  So thank you for your comments.

 17             Anybody else in -- okay.  Sorry.

 18             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Good evening.  Harry

 19   Brower, resident of Barrow.  Born and raised here in

 20   Barrow itself.  I have shared with you my different

 21   capacities I've held in Barrow in meetings we've had

 22   here.  I'm currently the chairman of the Alaska Eskimo

 23   Whaling Commission, representing our animals around our

 24   villages, and the deputy director for the Department of

 25   Wildlife Management doing research on our resources that
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  1   we depend on for subsistence.

  2             In regards to the information you provided and

  3   wanting some feedback, you know, this is a lot of

  4   information that we try to absorb in just a matter of

  5   time since the printing of the document, receiving the

  6   document, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being

  7   reflective of some -- the majority of our concerns.

  8   Some are; some aren't.  It gives and takes in different

  9   areas of the document.

 10             Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments

 11   from our elders, again, the level of interpretation

 12   that's provided and understanding the document is very

 13   critical in the ways to -- how do we best meet the need,

 14   how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly

 15   take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening

 16   for the very resources that we depend on for

 17   subsistence.

 18             It's -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it

 19   could have been a very positive thing because of what

 20   happened in the Gulf.  It depends on how you view it,

 21   and I express your concerns to the thought.  I was very

 22   glad Nanauq made her comment about her upcoming, her

 23   lifestyle, subsistence.  The ocean provides a lot of our

 24   food, and that's the way it's been since as a child

 25   growing up.  The level of interpretation was -- by no
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  1   means -- no mistake -- no pun intended to downplay

  2   anything or anybody or anything like that.

  3             The level of interpretation, it has its

  4   impacts as well.  She was referring back to her

  5   childhood and her parents raising the family along with

  6   her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas

  7   where they did their subsistence activities, and that is

  8   a very significant statement.

  9             You know, we grew up using these resources.

 10   The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,

 11   whales.  And then in turn subsisting off those resources

 12   it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.

 13             So when you -- you know, we've changed over

 14   time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've

 15   seen going forward.  These are very important things to

 16   keep in mind in our culture.  Because if we make any

 17   kind of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence

 18   activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on

 19   whether we survive or die in the midst of things.

 20             We don't allow for mistakes when you're living

 21   here in the Arctic.  It's a very unforgiving area to be

 22   in.  There's no room for error.  You get into

 23   life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.

 24             And that's what we've tried to express over

 25   the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.
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  1   In the beginning I remember my elders indicating, no, we

  2   don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore.  No

  3   offshore oil and gas.

  4             Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in

  5   the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see

  6   our federal government regardless of our statements

  7   continue holding lease sales, and yet we -- even though

  8   we're in opposition, we still like to remain at the

  9   table to be able to help steer the development activity

 10   occurring offshore.

 11             Even though in my mind I say no to offshore

 12   oil and gas, I still want to be at the table to help

 13   steer that activity, regardless if the participants like

 14   me or not.  I still want to be at the table.

 15             So that's where we -- you know, we give and

 16   take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to

 17   the wall and we've got no more room to back up but to

 18   stand at attention, but we'll be there.  I make my

 19   comments because of what I've learned over time and

 20   going to these meetings.  It's not an easy thing to be

 21   here providing comments.

 22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, Harry.

 23             Okay.  The third row down --

 24             MR. HARRY BROWER:  I just want to continue.

 25   In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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  1   interpretation of the document, you can't expect one

  2   person to be able to find you a whole length

  3   of information within a short period of time.  It's very

  4   important for you to come back even -- this one-time

  5   meeting isn't enough.

  6             The introduction of the document -- this is

  7   the first introduction of that, basically, by the

  8   agency, by the federal government, holding the lease

  9   sale, and yet we're expected to provide comments within

 10   a short period of time, 45 days.  And this is going to

 11   be impacting us for the next five years.

 12             I think it's unfortunate that we're put in

 13   this situation in terms of providing comments.  If that

 14   time could be lengthened, it would be appropriate, but

 15   it's up to, again, our federal government to make those

 16   decisions and how you plan to pan out your offshore oil

 17   and gas development into the future.

 18             I think I'll stop here.  I see there's other

 19   people that want to make comments as well.  I probably

 20   could sit here all day and all night talking to you

 21   because I just came back from another meeting with

 22   onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the morning, and I

 23   don't think I want to be here another night, especially

 24   a Friday night, until 1:30 in the morning.  Thank you.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.  Always a
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  1   pleasure.

  2             Anybody else in the second row before we go to

  3   the third row?

  4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  (Speaking in Inupiaq.)

  5             Greetings to everybody.  I'm glad you guys are

  6   here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened.  Up

  7   to maybe 100 years ago.  But it's really -- I feel like

  8   we're moving forward.  And like Harry said, we still

  9   want to be part of it even though it makes us cry.  We

 10   could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,

 11   50 years ago, so I'm just glad that we're able to do

 12   that.

 13             Most of my life, of my adult life, I have been

 14   working with my families, our Inupiaq families, the

 15   devastation of what happened to our families.  So I

 16   would like to see social impact for our families.  We

 17   didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went

 18   through.

 19             To give you an example, I grew up in the

 20   Kaktovik area.  After the pipeline was built, one summer

 21   the caribous did not go through.  Fortunately, my uncle

 22   John Hagle (ph), a traditional Inupiaq man, had his

 23   little store.  He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they

 24   sent him 100 cases of turkey.  Our Creator was watching

 25   out for us.  We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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  1   that summer.  Because in those days, we did not get

  2   planes every day like we do today.  So that was the

  3   devastation.

  4             I'd like to see social impact, where once we

  5   get that -- we need the oil companies to help or the

  6   government to help, too, take care of our families

  7   because it devastated us.

  8             You know, he said 30 years.  That's 30, 40, 50

  9   years of so much changes and it's still so much changes,

 10   and we don't get a chance to really process it in our

 11   Inupiaq.  You know, just like when I was translating, I

 12   have to think backwards because we speak Inupiaq totally

 13   opposite.  So when you're speaking to me in English, I

 14   have to turn it over again.  So in that process, we lose

 15   more than half of what's being said.

 16             And like our young -- I love to see our young

 17   people, you know, being vocal.  That gives me warm

 18   fuzzies, because there's somebody that's going to take

 19   over to look out for our future generation.  Because

 20   I've seen and I work with the impact it had on me and my

 21   families, and beg, borrow, maybe sometimes steal to try

 22   to get the help for my impacted -- from the oil

 23   companies 40 years ago.  So I'd like to see that.

 24   That's my dream.  And I hope in my lifetime.  Thank you.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
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  1   for your comments.

  2             So we're going to move to row four.

  3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Good evening.  My name

  4   is Leandra de Sousa, S-o-u-s-a, and I work for the

  5   Department of Wildlife Management for the North Slope

  6   Borough.  And I'd like to thank you for coming here

  7   today and listening to the concerns.  We have a few

  8   comments that I'd like to share.

  9             First, we would like to say that we would

 10   recommend a combination of alternative five and six for

 11   the draft PEIS, which would exclude both the Beaufort

 12   Sea and the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration

 13   of the 2012-2017 OCS leasing program, because that would

 14   be keeping with our strong belief that the potential

 15   risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in

 16   Arctic waters.

 17             However, if the sales are to take place, we do

 18   support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling

 19   deferral areas that you have, the program, and also the

 20   25-mile coastal buffer zone.  And we also support the

 21   single sale, three to five period in each planning area.

 22             We would also like to emphasize that

 23   mitigation measures should be in place similar to the

 24   ones used by BLM in the NPRA process and should require

 25   multiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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  1   better understand the localized environment, resource

  2   use, and potential risk of operations.

  3             And also we would like to request that area

  4   deferred from the past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sales

  5   not be included in areas to be offered for lease in the

  6   five-year schedule, and that a comparable deferral area

  7   should be added across Cross Island.  And also that a

  8   coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 miles instead

  9   of 25 miles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's

 10   keeping with the NMFS recommendation of previous

 11   comments.

 12             And also include a deferral zone over the

 13   addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal

 14   because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice

 15   dynamics make it a refuge for ice-dependent species,

 16   such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water

 17   season when development is happening.

 18             And we'd also like to have more clarity on the

 19   leasing program and the leasing sale mitigation measures

 20   stating that tankering will not be allowed for the

 21   transport of oil from Arctic OCS planning areas.  And

 22   also that a zero discharge policy will be implemented in

 23   the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of

 24   OCS gas development.  Thank you.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
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  1   comments.

  2             Anybody else in row four before I go on?

  3   Rosemary?  State your name for the record, please.

  4             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Rosemary

  5   Ahtuangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k.  I've lived in

  6   Barrow for a year and a half.  I've had -- about five

  7   years before, I went to Nuiqsut and I spent 24 years in

  8   Nuiqsut.  My mom was born and raised up here.  We have a

  9   strong traditional background.  We hunted and harvested

 10   from the lands and waters.

 11             This is very important for our family.  This

 12   is very important for our nutritional well balance and

 13   being.  I have a son who has diabetes.  I know when he's

 14   eating a more traditional diet he doesn't need as much

 15   insulin.  This is concerning for us because we have so

 16   many people that are starting to have trouble with

 17   diabetes.

 18             We've had a tremendous increase in respiratory

 19   illness.  We've talked tremendously about this in many,

 20   many meetings.  We've asked for increased restrictions

 21   to gas.  We've asked for recognition of the air quality

 22   concerns near communities that are facing some of these

 23   issues.  We've asked support to have a stronger health

 24   impact assessment process.  We need to have this process

 25   start now.  It can't wait.  It needs to be incorporated
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  1   into multiple layers to get a good assessment process.

  2   It needs to be looking at the wellness of our foods, but

  3   also of our people as a whole.

  4             The problem we have in the process is that we

  5   don't have enough data in our databases to adequately

  6   assess our concerns for health impacts.  There's been a

  7   lot of effort to go out and research our animals, but to

  8   research us, it didn't happen.  We could have learned a

  9   lot.

 10             But now we know from other health impacts that

 11   have been -- health assessments that have been done

 12   already, two spills, that people that are of

 13   child-bearing ages should not work in a spill response

 14   area.  Children should not work in these areas.  But

 15   what about us who live and raise our children in these

 16   areas and our risk factors for these concerns?

 17             We're very concerned about other development

 18   activities that have passed that have already

 19   contaminated some of our foods, and the difficulties we

 20   have in assessing some of these issues and following up

 21   some of these assessments.  If we didn't have some of

 22   our tribal people involved in some of these processes,

 23   the government's process to come up with an assessment

 24   would have sampled no contaminated lakes.  But our

 25   tribal people asked a lot of questions, got involved in
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  1   the process, and have been involved continuously.

  2             I went to school to become educated as a

  3   physician's assistant.  I went through the community

  4   health and training program in our villages.  We don't

  5   have doctors.  Our health aides provide our care.  Our

  6   health aides need to have more exposure to improved

  7   education within this process.  There's a lot of demands

  8   and stress that are being put on them and the amount of

  9   care that they're having to give to our people because

 10   we're having increased respiratory distress.

 11             The disruption it gives to our families when

 12   we have to take our children out to be medevaced out to

 13   a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a

 14   parent with them.  It also takes a lot of stress from

 15   our family members that have to have -- maybe they're a

 16   responder for the fire department.  Maybe they're the

 17   person that's sitting for our community on the assembly.

 18   When you take them out sick in the medevaced process,

 19   you're taking them out with all the other hats that they

 20   wear and contribute to this process.

 21             Nuiqsut was hit tremendously.  We absorbed the

 22   process of going through oil and gas development, and we

 23   feel like Nuiqsut was sacrified as the social bowl of

 24   assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas

 25   development in the Arctic.  People of Cordova feel like
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  1   they were in the social bowl without research related to

  2   what happens to an oil spill.  There was a lot of

  3   information that we could have been incorporating into

  4   this process to protect our people.

  5             But when I toured the Gulf spill, I still saw

  6   the lack of enforcement of protecting measures to help

  7   protect the people when they're working on the spill.

  8   They were not given regulators.  They were not using

  9   them.  People that lived in that area, there were

 10   hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,

 11   but it just looked like a smattering of a response;

 12   ineffective placing of booms, nonmaintenance of booms.

 13             The kind of boats that they have in the Gulf

 14   are not the kind of boats that we have up here.  We

 15   don't have those types of ports where we're even going

 16   to bring in these kinds of boats to even get some of

 17   this equipment loaded into these areas.  We don't have

 18   areas along the coast to even initiate some of these

 19   responses, let alone staging areas for them to refuel or

 20   getting any assistance in the process.  There's so much

 21   that we don't have up here.

 22             We're not prepared for a process to go through

 23   a lease sale right now.  There's so much that we need to

 24   absorb from learning from the Gulf spill that needs to

 25   be incorporated in a good process, not the process that
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  1   has been occurring at this time.

  2             We're very concerned because Nuiqsut went

  3   through impacts related to loss of harvesting of

  4   caribous.  We went through changes of the natural

  5   environment that affected our ability to harvest in the

  6   Arctic.  We went through processes where seismic

  7   activity diverted the whale.  Nobody helped us through

  8   those processes, and it was very difficult for us.

  9             The social impacts that we talked about didn't

 10   get documented in the recording processes that are

 11   effective to help us in these assessment processes that

 12   are before us.  We went through training programs to

 13   help us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes

 14   are not absorbed into our planning process for these

 15   different things, and yet we're having tremendous

 16   amounts of numbers continue throughout the North Slope

 17   and other communities throughout the Arctic Ocean and

 18   yet the understanding for that.

 19             I had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked me,

 20   why do I keep talking about these kinds of things, why

 21   do I press these issues about the importance of our

 22   health and our traditional uses.  She told me all of her

 23   female relatives have died of cancer.  That's a

 24   tremendous burden for me to carry in these processes

 25   because I've got to find a way to help and build a hope
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  1   that the concerns for health are not going to be

  2   ignored.  It's so important that we have a better

  3   process before us because we have children in our

  4   communities that feel they don't have hope because their

  5   families were exposed with previous studies that give

  6   them concerns.

  7             And the tremendous amounts of cancer rates,

  8   we've seen that also happen in other communities across

  9   this North Slope.  I moved to Barrow just a year and a

 10   half ago and I've had over 20 people tell me about

 11   leukemia.  That's a tremendous burden to bury in this

 12   process.

 13             The resources to try to care for that are not

 14   existent up here.  We have to travel far away to give

 15   our hopes to try to be treating for that process.  It

 16   really compromises stakes for that process.  Those

 17   people are very difficult to even bring back home when

 18   they do go through these treatments.  The resources to

 19   assess them and to monitor and to help them are very

 20   limited here.  Even if we get this brand-new hospital

 21   built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal

 22   with these kinds of things.  Still we're going to have

 23   to go elsewhere.

 24             These costs are astronomical, but we know when

 25   our bodies, the breast milk, is showing contaminants and
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  1   multiple chemicals that are coming from all sorts of

  2   development activities that are coming down into the

  3   Arctic and wrecking our air quality up here.  Tremendous

  4   amounts of emissions and particulate matter, nitrous

  5   oxides and all these other things, that are being

  6   emitted from oil and gas development have affected many,

  7   many people.

  8             Please learn from this process.  Please

  9   prevent this from coming up here.  We are not ready for

 10   a lease sale.  There should not be a consideration of

 11   this process in the Gulf or up here.  We have much more

 12   that we can be doing to build the process.

 13             We didn't learn from the GS-2 spill and yet

 14   we're facing things like this.  During that GS-2 spill

 15   in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,

 16   Alpine and Liberty.  I stood up and opposed the

 17   Northstar lease sale -- the Northstar development

 18   process.  And I filed a lawsuit for over 17 years in

 19   that process because I know the risks for our

 20   traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the

 21   federal government's energy needs.  Thank you.

 22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your

 23   comments.

 24             Your name, please?

 25             MS. HEATHER DINGMAN:  My name is Heather
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  1   Dingman.  That's H-e-a-t-h-e-r D-i-n-g-m-a-n.

  2             My comment would be on Section 4.3.2 to the

  3   health impact assessment, which is described under

  4   National Environmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA

  5   regulations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to

  6   which the proposed action affects public health or

  7   safety.'"  It also goes on to state that impacts on

  8   human health can be considered beforehand, public and

  9   decision-maker awareness can be promoted, and prevention

 10   or mitigation can be built into the operations.

 11             With that said, at the end of this section, it

 12   states, "It would be more appropriate to discuss impacts

 13   to site-specific populations at the lease sale level

 14   when a better understanding of who will be affected is

 15   clear."

 16             And that specific statement, what I'm

 17   concerned about, how this conclusion came to be.  Were

 18   health impacts ever evaluated and concluded that it

 19   didn't have a great enough impact to discuss in this

 20   EIS?  And is it at BOEM's discretion whether or not to

 21   evaluate human health in the EIS?  It would seem that

 22   BOEM would be concerned to see the link how this plan

 23   would affect public health and safety, as NEPA states

 24   and is quoted in the EIS.  And lastly, an HIA would give

 25   BOEM a better understanding of who would be affected.  I
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  1   strongly recommend to BOEM to reconsider implementing an

  2   HIA plan.

  3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your

  4   comments.

  5             Row four before I go to the -- George?

  6             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I forgot to introduce

  7   myself when I was talking.  My name is George Edwardson.

  8   I'm the president of Inupiat Community.

  9             And just to finish off, the EIS, environmental

 10   impact statement, that means this is the process you use

 11   to see if whatever development you're going to do is

 12   safe or not safe.  The first EIS that came over the

 13   Arctic Ocean was back in the late '80s, and we were

 14   guaranteed one and a half major oil spills then.  We

 15   were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi

 16   when they done their first exploration.

 17             And I forgot to give you my education.  I'm a

 18   geologist.  I'm a mining and petroleum technician.  I

 19   was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat

 20   that ever came to the State of Alaska in 1968.  I was a

 21   platform operator back then.  I've worked in the oil

 22   industry from the days they started their exploration

 23   until, you know, the pipeline was built.

 24             My education was given to me by the

 25   consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field while it was
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  1   being, you know, developed.  So the industry's

  2   consultants were my teachers when I went to school.  So

  3   as a people, we do know what is going on.  We understand

  4   what is going on.  It's no guesswork.

  5             And when you look at the EIS, it says if you

  6   see it not safe, you cannot do it.  Except today the EIS

  7   is used as an excuse to speed up whatever development,

  8   you know, the impact is being made for.  I understand

  9   and more than believe your hearts and your intentions

 10   are good.  When you tell us you're a scientist, you do

 11   what is right, I believe you.  But you have bosses that

 12   have other plans.

 13             When this lease sale was first conducted, the

 14   United States found out it was not legal so they changed

 15   the laws in order to make it have the appearance it was

 16   legal.  The moment it was not legal, the lease sale

 17   became invalid.  Yet today we're continuing this EIS

 18   with the intent of continuing with this illegal sale

 19   that had been conducted.

 20             As a regional tribal government we have never

 21   received a penny from any oil development.  Our

 22   municipality, the North Slope Borough, received a

 23   portion of what they should have coming to them.  But as

 24   a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the

 25   biggest to lose -- what moneys we receive from the
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  1   federal government are to do programs to assist our

  2   members, our people.  And we have to find other moneys

  3   in order to come to deal with, you know, hearings like

  4   this right here.  We have absolutely no kind of

  5   assistance from the federal government, yet you keep

  6   coming and coming and coming at it.  You know, what's

  7   right is right and this is wrong.

  8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments,

  9   George.

 10             Okay.  Kaktovik?  Is there anyone at Kaktovik

 11   who would like to speak and make a comment?

 12             Nuiqsut?  Anyone at Nuiqsut who would like to

 13   make a public comment?

 14             Wainwright?  Anyone at Wainwright who would

 15   like to make a comment?

 16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here.

 17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay?  Is anyone at

 18   Point Lay?  Would they like to make a comment?

 19             MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Yes.  Thank you very much.

 20   My name is Marie Tracey.  Thank you for including us

 21   villages in this teleconference.

 22             I've never seen such large numbers of walrus

 23   haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.

 24   We've had belugas here in our village.  And when we get

 25   the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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  1   the areas of the lease sales for industry to explore for

  2   oil.  I've heard the walrus, when they lose any members

  3   of their group, it's like going to a funeral.  It's so

  4   sad to listen to.  I have seen them make it to the beach

  5   and fallen asleep right in the surf.  This is when

  6   they're so tired.

  7             I know that -- I'd like to leave this thought

  8   with all of you.  When we have our Christmas feast in

  9   all our villages, think about what you're going to have

 10   at that feast and what you're not going to have in five

 11   and ten years from now.  Thank you very much.

 12             MS. CILIA ATTUNGOWRUK:  Hi.  My name is Cilia

 13   Attungowruk, C-i-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-w-r-u-k.

 14             And I am strongly not agreeing with the

 15   drilling in the ocean because I have a daughter, and I'm

 16   planning on having a boy.  And I want my son to go

 17   fishing and hunting on that ocean.  And if they're

 18   drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are

 19   not going to come back.  They're going to go around and

 20   away.  They have nowhere else to go but here.  This is

 21   it.  Thank you.

 22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 23             Anyone else at Point Lay?

 24             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Nobody at this time.  Thank

 25   you.
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  1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

  2             Let's move to the second row here.

  3             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.

  4             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, Anaktuvuk Pass.  I

  5   apologize.

  6             Anaktuvuk Pass?  Anybody for a public comment?

  7             MR. LAWRENCE BURRIS:  For the record, Lawrence

  8   Burris.  That first name is spelled L-a-w-r-e-n-c-e;

  9   last name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.

 10             Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not

 11   directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.

 12   However, through trading and bartering and good will and

 13   generosity we do receive marine mammals of subsistence

 14   foods.  And, you know, it's important to our Inupiaq

 15   brethren on the coast, it's important to us here in

 16   Anaktuvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns

 17   that are voiced here tonight.  And thank you very much.

 18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 19             Anyone else there?

 20             Okay.  Let's move to the second row here.

 21   Next speaker.

 22             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Good evening.  My name is

 23   Geoff Carroll, G-e-o-f-f C-a-r-r-o-l-l.  Lots of double

 24   letters.

 25             I'd like to thank you for coming tonight.  And
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  1   I've got to say, I really do appreciate your new

  2   science-based approach.  I think it is a much better

  3   system now than what we had under MMS.  I'm glad to hear

  4   that you seem to value the opinions and the knowledge of

  5   the local residents.  And it sounds like your approach

  6   to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the

  7   Beaufort Seas as long as possible to gather as much

  8   information about those areas is -- you know, that's

  9   well warranted.

 10             I support the combination of alternatives five

 11   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the

 12   Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this

 13   five-year leasing program.  And I say that because I

 14   just do not think we're ready.  I mean, the people here

 15   are not ready for this to happen.  The technology that

 16   we have to work with isn't there.  There are just a lot

 17   of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start

 18   looking at it, but I don't think we're ready.

 19             First and foremost, we cannot clean up an oil

 20   spill at this point.  I don't see how anybody can get up

 21   there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good

 22   chance of cleaning up an oil spill.  I mean, maybe if it

 23   happened on a nice calm warm summer day there would be a

 24   chance, but much more likely it's going to be a horrible

 25   stormy windy day and you're going to be dealing with
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  1   either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.

  2   And there's just no equipment that's made to work in

  3   that.

  4             You know, you hear of something like Shell oil

  5   saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.

  6   I mean, why would they even say that?  That's just

  7   silly.  I mean, out of all the big spills I don't think

  8   they've ever gotten above single digits.  I mean, they

  9   retrieve less than 10 percent of the oil.  And the Gulf

 10   of Mexico, less than 10 percent.  Exxon Valdez -- I

 11   mean, it just isn't there.  We can't clean up a spill.

 12             And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we

 13   don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.

 14   I mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States

 15   does not have an icebreaker.  I mean, that is absolutely

 16   pathetic.

 17             We have one that's sort of a half-baked

 18   icebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even

 19   think about banging around out in the Arctic and doing

 20   things when we don't even have the capability of -- you

 21   know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Polar Sea,

 22   I mean, half the time those things were broken down, had

 23   a broken rudder, they had this, they had that.  I mean,

 24   how can a country that can't even build a decent

 25   icebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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  1   Arctic?

  2             Another thing, the Coast Guard.  I really

  3   admire the Coast Guard.  I admire the people that work

  4   for the Coast Guard, but I think they're the first to

  5   say we're not set up to cover what's coming in the

  6   Arctic.  They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even

  7   the expected traffic that's coming through there.

  8   They've really got to phase up before they're anywhere

  9   near ready to deal with the Arctic.

 10             You know, an oil spill at the wrong place, the

 11   wrong time, you know, it could be devastating to

 12   wildlife populations from everything from bowhead whales

 13   to plankton.  And I think it's been stated several times

 14   the subsistence harvest is extremely important

 15   nutritionally and culturally to the local population and

 16   it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this

 17   time.

 18             I don't know, it's probably a poor analogy,

 19   but a couple months ago they had a great article in the

 20   National Geographic about these guys that were climbing

 21   these amazing mountains with no ropes.  I mean, it was

 22   just incredible.  But, you know, it's also really crazy.

 23   I mean, it's just foolish.  And I just equate that to

 24   drilling oil in the Arctic without being able to clean

 25   up an oil spill, is the same thing.  It's not -- we're
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  1   not there yet.  It's not time.

  2             So I guess I would just like to repeat, I

  3   would like to support a combination of alternatives five

  4   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the

  5   Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year

  6   plan.

  7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments.

  8             And, sir, I believe you wanted to make a

  9   comment next?

 10             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Yeah.

 11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name, please, for

 12   the record?

 13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Elvis

 14   Presley.

 15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Elvis has left the building.

 16             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  For

 17   those of you that are American, they know me as Johnnie

 18   Brower, but my Inupiaq country -- my Inupiaq name is

 19   Nuvuk Kunaq.  And I'm not a United States citizen by

 20   birth, and that's the way I like it.

 21             The reason why you're here, the way you stated

 22   it, is because of the way and the nature of what has

 23   happened at the Gulf of Mexico district.  By all means,

 24   they have all the industrial parts and places that can

 25   facilitate and entertain the kind of problems that
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  1   occurred down there.

  2             But in an event hypothetically if something

  3   like that up here would develop, you don't have an

  4   industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,

  5   you don't have an industrial factory that can manipulate

  6   and make parts for things up here.

  7             You've heard from other people stating that we

  8   have some of the state of the art equipment and

  9   material.  One person mentioned that an icebreaker made

 10   it to the North Pole but needed some parts to make it

 11   back.  The country can have insufficient funds just to

 12   promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then

 13   have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a

 14   part to it and then allow it to be able to come back, is

 15   a very poor idea to one person's imagination.

 16             To make things a little bit more

 17   understandable, these EIS impact statements that's been

 18   going on for quite some time, a lot of people come and

 19   go.  They make their testimonies and they poured out

 20   their hearts.  Some of them are not here anymore.  And

 21   what's left of us, we're able to come and visit on the

 22   entertainments of your appointments being here.

 23             For me, I don't like the amount of time that

 24   you guys use when you guys come to the communities.  You

 25   guys make a hit and run and just take off.  The
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  1   community, it gets the idea that people get to say

  2   things, what they want to say a little bit, but then

  3   they have a lot of serious problems with it.  I wonder

  4   what they're going to do after they listen to us.

  5             Currently I'm an active member of the

  6   Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in

  7   the polar Arctic Alaska region.  I'm not in love with

  8   some of the activities that are going on, just to

  9   specifically state something within -- inside the state

 10   boundaries of Alaska.  Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill

 11   in '66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Umiat that was

 12   already there in the 1940s.

 13             And to say a little bit more -- elaborate a

 14   little more about the Umiat area, my Native friends in

 15   other communities, Inupiaq communities, utilize those

 16   jurisdictions in Umiat area.  Personally, myself, I am

 17   very appalled at the methods and the ways that are being

 18   conducted in Umiat.  Previously before 1970, the

 19   transformer fluid was utilized and abused in very

 20   abusive ways.  And Congress passed a law in 1970

 21   declaring the transformer fluid had some very serious

 22   carcinogenic agents in 1917.

 23             It saddens my heart for me to be able to say

 24   this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was

 25   removed from Umiat.  And it still continues to discover
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  1   that kind of material is leeching out of Umiat area

  2   after 2002.

  3             Now, from past exploration activities, if the

  4   United States Congress can budget these kind of things

  5   but cannot complete a cleanup and verify it like a

  6   really good professional house cleaner, certify it as

  7   they came in and cleaned it up, meaning that there'll be

  8   no other aftermath of the chemical in that location,

  9   now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no

 10   telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.

 11             I wouldn't approve any offshore lease sales or

 12   development based on just what's happening in Umiat

 13   alone by itself.  And I mean I would not approve

 14   anything like that if I was a government official in

 15   high place until the bottom line how to conduct and

 16   thoroughly clean up something that occurred in the mid

 17   1940s.

 18             And to say it that way and that chemical, the

 19   transformer fluid, is still leeching out and being

 20   discovered in containers and being removed at

 21   300 gallons at a time from Umiat area is mind-boggling.

 22   And if there were some more other containers that are in

 23   large quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw

 24   floods, erodes, and damages an area where they were

 25   buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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  1   where the fish are being conducted for subsistence

  2   harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and

  3   hunters, meaning because of what United States Congress

  4   passed a law in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has

  5   a very serious carcinogation to human health, that alone

  6   right there, still leeching on the Umiat, is giving me a

  7   real serious shake on my head.

  8             And that's the professionalism of what the

  9   United States Congress can produce.  And if United

 10   States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of

 11   things, they should prove to us United States

 12   citizens -- that they made us to be United States

 13   citizens even though we are not.  So give us something

 14   to look at.  Give us something to understand.  You're

 15   using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the

 16   bush, but you've got a very serious problem in one

 17   location that I am just holding on on purpose that is

 18   not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job.

 19   Thank you.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your

 21   comments.

 22             We'll go back, but I understand that Atqasuk

 23   village may be online.  Atqasuk?  Is that true?

 24             Okay.  Harry?

 25             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Harry Brower for the
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  1   record.  I just wanted to make a final comment with

  2   regards to the comments you've heard tonight.  I'd like

  3   to indicate that I support the comments of the AEWC and

  4   the North Slope Borough.

  5             In regards to the comments of the

  6   environmental impact statement, the draft EIS, it means

  7   something to our community to be able to work together

  8   in providing these comments, and I hope they are

  9   meaningfully addressed in time.

 10             And, like I said, it's a short period, in my

 11   opinion.  That's what I shared.  Before January 9th,

 12   2012, we still have to go through this learning curve of

 13   what is really meant in the EIS and the changes that --

 14   new changes that occurred within the new organization

 15   and how -- how compliant are these industry operators

 16   going to be in terms of what we've seen in the past.  I

 17   hope to see those changes in a meaningful way.  Thank

 18   you.

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much.

 20             And you had your hand up over here?

 21             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Hi.  Leandra de Sousa,

 22   and I'm speaking for myself.  I had a question.  There's

 23   no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if

 24   you're going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.

 25   In the EIS you only mention the liquefied natural gas
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  1   facilities.

  2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.

  3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  So it's only mentioned

  4   for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's

  5   going to be implemented up here or not.  And my question

  6   is, what are the plans on that?

  7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't believe there are

  8   any plans at this time for LNG.

  9             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  And my other comment

 10   is, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing

 11   that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for

 12   more than half of the year here.  And it doesn't matter

 13   how much complete information that you -- that you would

 14   ever be able to get that for the open water season,

 15   you'll still have this whole black box that you don't

 16   know what's happening.

 17             That's a future risk in post development and

 18   the government and some cooperation has to be done to

 19   fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's

 20   possible, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russia,

 21   international effort, because it is the Arctic as a

 22   whole even though it's being explored on the United

 23   States waters.  So it's something that has to be looked

 24   and addressed at least saying there's -- it's a long,

 25   long time of the year that not much is going on
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  1   biologically.  Thank you.

  2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

  3             And over here?

  4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Once again, for the record,

  5   my name is Louisa Riley, R-i-l-e-y.

  6             One of the things I remember from the elders

  7   is if there's a problem, try to give some suggestions as

  8   to what might be a solution.  We have lots and lots and

  9   lots of wind, you know, all year round.  And then during

 10   the summer months, we have lots and lots of sunshine, 24

 11   hours a day.  We need to think about quit being the

 12   corporate oil tradition and to give more to wind or sun

 13   or both.  And I think that would solve a lot of our

 14   problems.  Thank you.

 15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Very good

 16   comments.  Thank you.

 17             Sir, your name for the record?

 18             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Geoff Carroll.  I think

 19   you've got the spelling.

 20             A couple things I forgot to mention.  The wind

 21   thing is one issue.  And, boy, this fall, I mean, it has

 22   just been one big winter storm after another.  I mean,

 23   we had the hurricane for a while and a week later we had

 24   another major winter storm and then another one.  Boy,

 25   they were big.  Maybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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  1   looks like there's big changes going on with the weather

  2   in that respect.  And I think it's just going to become

  3   more stormy up here.

  4             Another thing -- and this is something,

  5   actually, we talked about last year when you were

  6   here -- my son, Gunnar, came with me to the meeting and

  7   he had done a science fair project.  And one of the aces

  8   in the hole that the oil company always held up about

  9   oil spills is, well, if we can't get it any other way,

 10   we could burn it.  So as part of his experiment, we were

 11   checking to see how successful a person could be at

 12   burning oil in water.

 13             And basically we took a big measured amount

 14   of North -- we got our hands on some North Slope crude

 15   and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at

 16   room temperature.  And we had a blowtorch on it and best

 17   possible chance of burning it.  In ideal circumstances,

 18   you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there

 19   burnt.  There were still lots of black stuff in the

 20   water, but you could hold the torch right on and it

 21   wouldn't burn.  Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there

 22   was still lots of stuff in the water.

 23             So then we cooled the water down to just above

 24   zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing.  So then it

 25   was down to 17 percent of it burnt.  And then we mixed
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  1   ice and water in there and then it was down to

  2   13 percent.  So it's like -- you know, and that was

  3   pretty ideal conditions.  That wasn't when there was

  4   waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of

  5   things going on.  This was in a pan in a room.

  6             Again, I don't think we have any ability to

  7   deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we

  8   get a little better at that.  It's pretty scary to think

  9   about mucking around out there with exploration and

 10   drilling.  Thank you.

 11             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Sounds like Gunnar

 12   is a future BOEM scientist.

 13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't want to forget

 14   anybody on line.  Does anyone on line have a comment

 15   from any of the villages?

 16             Kaktovik?  Nuiqsut?  Point Hope?  Wainwright?

 17   Point Lay?  Aktuvuk (ph)?

 18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk.

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm still learning.  I'm

 20   still learning.

 21             Let me see if there's anybody else in the

 22   audience that would like to make another comment.

 23             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  I do.  One more.  Thank

 24   you.  Bill Tracey again.

 25             I want to speak a little bit on studies.  I've
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  1   got a problem with helicopters.  If you're doing a real

  2   study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we

  3   would do this by boat.  We would do this on foot.  We

  4   would camp in those areas, and we would capture the real

  5   animals as they naturally are.

  6             When you get industry or a contractor, a

  7   third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use

  8   helicopters or a fixed-wing airplane.  And what they're

  9   studying now is a scared animal, a scared whale.  They

 10   don't act the same.  So when you get information from

 11   these studies, you're not getting the real thing.  I

 12   just wanted to point that out.

 13             We've had -- one terrific study in the Point

 14   Lay area was red-throated loon conducted by folks at

 15   UAF.  It was a three-year grant.  They squeezed a fourth

 16   year in.  And I commend those folks because they did it

 17   all on foot.  They used a boat to get up the river and

 18   make a base camp.  And they studied these loons and they

 19   got the true bird, how it acts and lives up there.  And

 20   they found out just about everything they can about the

 21   loon.  We've had industry do studies up and down the

 22   lagoon, and of course it was in a helicopter.

 23             People talked about caribou tonight.  We had

 24   some pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the

 25   same time that there happened to be a coal mine study.
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  1   The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay

  2   where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and calving

  3   areas.  With all that noise of course from the

  4   helicopters there were no caribou for multiple years.

  5   That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess

  6   what?  The caribou is back.

  7             So when you read some of these studies, look

  8   at how they were conducted and then take that with a

  9   grain of salt.  Just something I wanted to pass on to

 10   you.  Thank you.

 11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very valuable.  Thank you

 12   very much for that.

 13             Anyone else?  We still have a few minutes

 14   here.

 15             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  I would like to add a

 16   written statement, which I will provide once I have

 17   access to a printer.  I might mail them in.  And this is

 18   on behalf of Pew Environment.

 19             Some of their views are -- let's see.  Four

 20   points here:  Honoring the community; input in values;

 21   risk to communities and subsistence way of life; a new

 22   approach by the Department of Interior, BOEM.

 23             And I'll start with the fact that there are

 24   already millions of acres based in the Beaufort and

 25   Chukchi Seas.  So millions of acres in the Chukchi and
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  1   Beaufort Sea have already been leased to the oil and gas

  2   industry.  There are still significant questions about

  3   whether or not exploration and development can move

  4   forward safely on the acreage that has already been

  5   sold.

  6             Until oil spill prevention and response and

  7   protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,

  8   there is no need to create additional conflict and

  9   uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new

 10   lease sales between 2012 and 2017.

 11             Oil spill cleanup.  The fact that there is no

 12   proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic

 13   conditions with cold temperatures, limited ability,

 14   broken sea ice, and high winds on top of the industrial

 15   activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,

 16   seismic activities, can impact bowhead, walrus, fish,

 17   and other subsistence resources, very importantly, the

 18   lack of information, the fact that there is little

 19   baseline science that exists to measure the effects of

 20   the spill on the Arctic ecosystem.

 21             And this is where I'd like to speak very

 22   personally, also on behalf of Pew once again.  The

 23   Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional

 24   foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq

 25   people for thousands of years.  The federal government
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  1   must more effectively listen and incorporate the

  2   communities' traditional knowledge and perspective.

  3             Over the years Arctic communities and Alaska

  4   Native organizations have asked MMS, BOEM, BOEMRE, to

  5   remove subsistence use areas from the Beaufort and

  6   Chukchi program area boundaries.  Many of these areas

  7   have not been removed from leasing in the past.  There

  8   is no reason to delay implementation of subsistence

  9   deferrals that are well established and that will not

 10   change during the next five years.

 11             Recognition of these critical hunting and

 12   fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 program plan will

 13   reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide

 14   greater certainty to all stakeholders.

 15             And I would also like to add again the

 16   importance of BOEM, the federal government, to ensure

 17   the perpetuation of values and culture for our future

 18   generations by -- through more education and awareness

 19   on these processes.  Thank you.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 21             George, I understand . . .

 22             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Excuse me.  I forgot

 23   to -- this is George Edwardson.  I forgot to mention --

 24   can you hear me?

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
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  1             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yesterday afternoon

  2   before I started home I went to a meeting of the

  3   scientists of the federal government and the State of

  4   Alaska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the

  5   marine mammals.  And the topic was, you know, why are

  6   these seals dying off, why are the walruses in a

  7   situation they're in.

  8             There was NOAA, there was, you know, that

  9   NMFS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Alaska Fish and Game.  All

 10   the state and federal agencies were looking at what was

 11   going on with these seals and walrus, why was it

 12   happening like that.

 13             And finally when they came to the end, came to

 14   summarize, you know, just how much we know whether as a

 15   state or as a federal government, they couldn't even

 16   give you an estimate on how many different types of

 17   seals they were or where the seals went or why were

 18   walruses in that situation they're in.  They couldn't

 19   even come up with a number on ring seals, on spotted

 20   seals, on bearded seals, on walruses.  They couldn't

 21   even come up with a number to start with.

 22             And that is something scary, and here you're

 23   in the process of attempting to conduct a lease sale.

 24   How can you do that when you don't even know what's in

 25   the ocean?  It's putting a blind on and then going out
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  1   and going sword fighting.

  2             What are you going to do?  Let's get real.

  3   Sometimes this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop

  4   here.  We're practical people.  We're intelligent

  5   people.  We should all start acting like that.

  6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.

  7             Anyone else who would like to make some

  8   closing comments?  We have a few more minutes.  I don't

  9   want anyone to feel they were neglected.  Everything is

 10   important.

 11             Anyone in the villages on line that have

 12   anything to say?

 13             Okay.  I'm going to turn it over to Rosemary.

 14             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  It's important to

 15   recognize that there's important things to support.

 16   There was some really good comments that came out of the

 17   borough, on the Wildlife Department.  There was some

 18   really good comments that came out from Geoff.  I really

 19   appreciate Heather's comments; some of our elders,

 20   Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill.  His good

 21   comments in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.

 22             These are very important comments, and we've

 23   worked really hard on staying involved in this process,

 24   becoming educated in all the various things.  We have a

 25   lot vested in this process.  Our future generations are
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  1   depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray

  2   that a good decision comes.

  3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much

  4   for your comments, Rosemary.

  5             Anybody else have any comments before we end

  6   it?

  7             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Well, I just want

  8   to thank everyone for their comments and for

  9   participating.  A lot of the comments were -- I mean,

 10   how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the

 11   comments are really came through.  And I just can't tell

 12   you how much I appreciate and all of us here at BOEM

 13   appreciate you taking the time and sharing them with us.

 14             We've talked about -- we've had other meetings

 15   over the past week or so, and a lot of these same issues

 16   have been discussed in smaller settings.  This is a very

 17   sort of formal setting.  You know, you provide us

 18   comments and we listen.  And it's extremely useful, but

 19   I also found the smaller settings can be much more

 20   interactive and we can have sort of real human

 21   conversations to be useful as well.

 22             And so I appreciate you going through this

 23   formal process, but I don't want to leave you with the

 24   impression that this will be our only conversation or

 25   this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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  1             Again, we've proposed a program that would

  2   have any potential leasing far down the record.  Part of

  3   the reason why we did that is to build in time for these

  4   types of sessions, but also what I consider even more

  5   productive smaller group sessions.  And so my staff will

  6   be here for that purpose, to gather information, collect

  7   traditional knowledge, inform our decision-making.  And

  8   I will be on the North Slope again soon myself.

  9             So, again, thank you very much.  I really

 10   appreciate your time.  I really appreciate the

 11   thoughtfulness and the sincerity you brought to

 12   everything you said tonight.  So thank you.

 13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And with that, could we ask

 14   that someone give a closing blessing?

 15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I do that for a living, so I

 16   might as well.

 17             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  This is Point

 18   Lay.

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Go ahead, Point Lay.

 20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Our meeting was canceled due

 21   to our weather and there were other functions that night

 22   and we had canceled the meeting.  Would they be coming

 23   back to Point Lay for another village meeting?

 24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will see what we can do,

 25   Point Lay.  This is Jim Kendall.  It may be in person,
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  1   it may be a teleconference, but we're very sorry we

  2   didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely

  3   get your input.

  4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  All right.  Thank you.

  5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much

  6   for dialing in.

  7             (Blessing given.)

  8             (Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m.)
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