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 1                     A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E-S
 2   U.S. Department of the Interior:
 3   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management:
 4           Tommy Beaudreau
             Director
 5
             Jim Kendall, Ph.D.
 6           Alaska Regional Director
 7           Bonnie Robson
             Leasing Division
 8
             Tim Holder
 9           Arctic Liaison
10           Mike Haller
             Community Liaison
11
             John Callahan
12           Public Affairs Officer
13
     Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement:
14
             Janine Tobias
15           Staff Assistant
16
     Argonne National Laboratories:
17
             Rob McWhorter
18           EIS Support
19
20   BE IT KNOW that the aforementioned proceedings were
21   taken at the time and place duly noted on the title
22   page, before Valerie Martinez, Registered Professional
23   Reporter and Notary Public within and for the State of
24   Alaska.
25
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2             (Invocation given by Nellie Nanauq.)
 3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is Jim Kendall with the
 4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.
 5             Now I will ask, who is on line, please?
 6             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.
 7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Point Lay.
 8             Anybody else?
 9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Kaktovik.
10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kaktovik.
11             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Wainwright.
12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We hear you, Wainwright.
13   Thank you.
14             Anybody else?
15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.
16             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Loud and clear.
17             That's four.  Anyone else?
18             Okay.  If anyone signs on later on, that's
19   fine.
20             My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm with the Bureau
21   of Ocean Energy Management, and I'd like to introduce
22   the very first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
23   Management.  We're a new agency.  We have a very new
24   director all the way from Washington, D.C., Director
25   Tommy Beaudreau.
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 1             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thanks,
 2   Dr. Kendall.
 3             My name is Tommy Beaudreau.  I'm the first
 4   director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
 5   Management.  As many of you know, following the oil
 6   spill in the Gulf of Mexico last summer, the Department
 7   of the Interior reorganized the former Minerals
 8   Management Service, MMS.
 9             The purpose for the reorganization was to
10   divide up the functions of the former MMS so that each
11   function could be performed better.  Under MMS you had
12   resource management, environmental assessments, leasing
13   and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as
14   revenue collection.
15             And because the revenues/royalties related to
16   offshore oil and gas activity were so large and so
17   important to the country, a lot of the focus of the
18   agency was on the revenue collections side and less
19   focus, less management focus, less attention, was
20   devoted to safety environmental studies.  The people did
21   those jobs and worked very hard at them, but because of
22   the demands and all of the other demands within the
23   agency those functions didn't get enough attention,
24   didn't get enough resources.
25             And so following the spill, one of the reforms
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 1   that was implemented was to reorganize offshore oil and
 2   gas oversight.  And that involved establishing three new
 3   agencies:  The Office of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,
 4   which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has
 5   been moved to a separate part of the Interior
 6   Department -- and then as of October, the division
 7   between my agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
 8   Management, and the safety authority, the Bureau of
 9   Safety and Environmental Enforcement.
10             And so I'm with BOEM.  I'm the first director
11   of BOEM.  BOEM's responsibility is really as a science
12   agency.  Our job is to do resource evaluations -- that
13   involves geologists and geophysicists -- to help
14   understand what resource potential exists offshore, to
15   do environmental studies and environmental evaluation,
16   to assess the impacts of oil and gas activity on the
17   environment -- that includes biologists, marine mammal
18   specialists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and
19   also we have social scientists concerned with
20   archaeological, cultural, and economic issues.
21             And so we're really a resource manager science
22   organization and policy organization.  Our counterpart
23   BSEE is a pure safety authority now.  Their
24   responsibility is -- involves engineers who look at
25   drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,
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 1   and the inspectors who go out and make sure that
 2   operations are being conducted safely.  And they also
 3   have responsibility for oil spill response planning and
 4   coordinating with the Coast Guard and other federal
 5   partners in connection with fulfilling that
 6   responsibility.  So that's broadly speaking what our
 7   agency does, what the reorganization was about.
 8             I want to thank you all very much for
 9   attending tonight.  It's a Friday night, it's in
10   December, it's close to the holidays, I know everybody
11   has other things that they could be doing, but I really
12   appreciate you giving us the time to have this
13   conversation and have this hearing about our next
14   five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and
15   gas, which includes some plans with respect to the
16   Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.
17             Really quick I'll give a brief overview of
18   what we propose, particularly with respect to Alaska,
19   and then Dr. Kendall will go into a little more detail
20   up front.  But really the purpose of this meeting and
21   what we want to have happen at this meeting is to
22   receive input and comments from you.  That's really what
23   it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that
24   you've taken the time to join us tonight.
25             Our five-year plan, we're responsible under
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 1   the law, under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, to
 2   develop a five-year plan that lays out a schedule for
 3   potential oil and gas leasing offshore.  It's our
 4   responsibility under the law to do that.
 5             Whenever we schedule a sale under that plan,
 6   it's not set in stone.  It's a potential sale.  It's
 7   something that we've calendared, but the Secretary has
 8   the authority to either go forward with the sale or not
 9   go forward with the sale.
10             With respect to Alaska, what is reflected in
11   our draft proposed program is a new approach to offshore
12   oil and gas leasing in the Arctic.  We have scheduled
13   one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale
14   in the Beaufort.  And we've scheduled both of those
15   sales late in the program; the Chukchi sale in 2016
16   potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,
17   potentially.
18             The reason we did that is we want to build in
19   time to, A, continue with scientific research, to
20   inform, first of all, whether or not leasing should go
21   forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.
22   That includes making use of traditional knowledge and
23   input from local communities.
24             Two, as all of you in this room know, if
25   activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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 1   a lot of thought needs to be given to what sort of
 2   infrastructure needs to be in place to support that
 3   activity, including oil spill response.
 4             And then third, we really want to take a
 5   different approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in
 6   the Arctic.  In the past, essentially some deferral
 7   areas were set aside.  But other than that, the entire
 8   area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi
 9   was made available to the companies to bid on.  That was
10   the traditional model in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was
11   essentially applied here in the Arctic.
12             We have something very different in mind for
13   the future.  What we would like is to have a much more
14   narrowly tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic
15   that is focused on, first, where the resource potential
16   is, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then
17   second, where the potential environmentally sensitive
18   areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as
19   subsistence hunting and fishing.
20             And so we want to design a program that
21   essentially looks at where the resource is and then with
22   forethought and consideration de-conflicts any potential
23   lease sale to remove conflicts with environmentally
24   sensitive areas and with alternative uses like
25   subsistence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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 1   offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maximum
 2   extent possible.
 3             So that's what's in our proposed program in a
 4   nutshell.  We are looking forward to getting public
 5   input on that to help us define what any potential lease
 6   sale would look like in light of those principles I just
 7   articulated.
 8             So Dr. Kendall will now go through a little
 9   bit about our process.  We'll do it quickly.  I think we
10   owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but
11   we don't want to take up too much time because, again,
12   what the session tonight is really about is hearing
13   input from you and not us talking.  So with that, I'll
14   turn it over to Jim.
15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Director
16   Beaudreau.
17             Again, my name is Jim Kendall.  Many of you
18   recognize me.  I've been here before.  But last time I
19   was here, I was in an acting capacity.  They sent me up
20   from Washington and said, "Okay.  Go up there for two or
21   three months and hold the fort down until we decide what
22   to do."  Well, that was a long time ago and I guess they
23   liked me and y'all liked me because now I'm here.  And
24   it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a lot more of
25   me.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 10


 1             Before we go on, I want to introduce the rest
 2   of our team.  We've got Bonnie Robson here.  Bonnie.
 3   Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the leasing division
 4   that is responsible for the proposed program.  She also
 5   was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so
 6   she's one of you.
 7             We've got Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our
 8   community liaison.  Many of you know Mike.  I depend on
 9   him to educate me on how to work with the communities
10   and just do a good job.  So I'm very thankful to Mike.
11             John Callahan.  John Callahan is from the
12   Office of Public Affairs.  He makes sure that when we
13   try to get something out to the communities, it's in a
14   way that is acceptable, that we get the message out and
15   that it's clear.
16             Rob McWhorter.  Rob McWhorter works for
17   another government agency called Argonne National Labs,
18   a very prestigious organization that is helping us with
19   the EIS, the environmental impact statement.  And I'll
20   go into that.
21             Janine Tobias.  Janine is from another agency
22   that I'll mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety
23   and Environmental Enforcement.
24             And last but not least, probably the second
25   most important person in the room -- you're number one.
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 1   We're here to hear you tonight.  The second most
 2   important person in the room is Valerie.  Now, Valerie
 3   is our court reporter.  And we want to make sure that
 4   everything that you say, your feelings, what you
 5   believe, Valerie gets down.  So, please, when we get to
 6   the public comment part, please state your name, spell
 7   your name, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk
 8   slow enough that Valerie can get it.  And that would be
 9   great.
10             So anyways, I'm going to go through a
11   PowerPoint here very briefly.  We have been listening to
12   the communities.  And sometimes when we do this, we
13   either bring too many pieces of paper or not enough or
14   not enough information to start the discussion.  So to
15   try to level the playing field so we're all starting
16   from the same place, let's take about ten minutes to
17   walk you through why we're here, to build on what
18   Director Beaudreau said.
19             First of all, we're talking about all of these
20   words, too many words.  Those are the official
21   bureaucratic words.  The first thing we're talking about
22   is the proposed program for 2012 to 2017.  "Proposed,"
23   that's a keyword.  Along with the proposed program is a
24   draft environmental impact statement, or a draft EIS.
25   So what we're talking about tonight is a proposed
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 1   program, not final, and a draft EIS, not final.
 2             Next slide please.
 3             As Director Beaudreau said, we're from the
 4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  That was the
 5   previous MMS that's broken up into three organizations;
 6   one organization that handled the money.  They moved out
 7   to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the
 8   engineers, the people that are out there actually
 9   inspecting things that know the engineering.  They're in
10   the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  And
11   there's a new word there, "environmental enforcement."
12   Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,
13   but they're also making sure that the environmental
14   mitigations that have been put in place and the
15   environment laws and regulations are followed.  Very
16   important.
17             Then those of us that were responsible for
18   doing the environmental reviews, doing the science,
19   following the laws like the Marine Mammal Protection
20   Act, we are in BOEM.  We manage the resource.  We're not
21   worried about the money.  We're worried about the
22   resource, working with the communities.  And the
23   engineers in BSEE worry about safety and environmental
24   compliance.
25             Next slide.
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 1             I threw this up.  Again, too many words.  The
 2   OCS Lands Act.  And we've heard this in the past and I
 3   heard this today at another meeting, you've been -- you,
 4   people like us, have been coming up here for 30 years
 5   and people say the same thing.  I want to point out it's
 6   not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30
 7   years, it's that the law requires us to be here.
 8             Before the Secretary can even propose a lease
 9   sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan.  Okay?  And a
10   five-year plan is required every five years.  And so
11   it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and
12   a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on.  But
13   before you do that, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
14   Act requires that we come out and talk to the community
15   so you know what's going on.
16             So I know it's difficult, it's a Friday night,
17   it's during the Christmas holidays, but you ought to
18   feel a little bit good that the law says, okay, you
19   people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the
20   communities and see what they have to say.  They're
21   important.  And so that's why we're here.
22             Next slide, please.
23             Where we are in the process.  And, in fact, I
24   I'm going to walk up here a little bit so I can touch
25   things.  We're at the very beginning of this five-year
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 1   plan for 2012 to 2017.  It's very broad.  Okay?  It's a
 2   broad document.
 3             Then would come a lease sale phase that
 4   Mr. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year
 5   plan, which is still not complete, then there may or may
 6   not be lease sales in it.  Well, if the Secretary
 7   decides those lease sales should proceed, then we have a
 8   process for public input.  We come back up here.  We
 9   talk to the communities.  You saw us last year, two
10   years ago, three years ago.  This is what's going on.
11   You need to know what's going on.  So that's why we come
12   back.
13             And then it proceeds through exploration,
14   production, and decommissioning.  If any of this occurs,
15   then it has to be returned to the way it was.
16             Next slide, please.
17             What is in this proposed plan right now?
18   Well, right now there are six areas included; a little
19   sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Gulf
20   of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the
21   Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.
22             If you've been following the process, a couple
23   of years ago there was a draft proposed program that had
24   more areas in it.  And as we start moving toward a
25   final, and we're not there yet, areas disappear for one
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 1   reason or another and there's a lot of discussion that
 2   goes on.
 3             Next slide, please.
 4             So probably what we're really interested in
 5   tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi.  Now, I'm
 6   going to repeat some of the things that Director
 7   Beaudreau said because these are very important.  There
 8   is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for
 9   the Chukchi for 2016.  Those have been intentionally
10   been pushed toward the end of the program so there's
11   more time for discussion, there's more time for more
12   science, there's more time to look at infrastructure.
13   All the things people are concerned with, we have got
14   time to consider even if they end up in the plan.
15             Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are
16   some areas that have already been taken out of the plan.
17   This red area here is a deferral, 25 miles.  Off of
18   Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off
19   of Kaktovik.  It's already been decided that nothing
20   should occur there.  There will be no lease sale there.
21             But that's not the end, and this is where
22   Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting
23   together a new way of doing business.  We've been doing
24   science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but
25   NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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 1             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Why is it only 25
 2   miles?  If you do too much seismic explorations, you
 3   destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two
 4   months of microscopic animals that the endangered
 5   species animals eat already during the seismic
 6   explorations.  And if you only have a 25-mile buffer and
 7   then you do another five years of seismic exploration,
 8   you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the
 9   endangered species animals, they won't have any places
10   to go feed left.
11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good question.
12   This is not --
13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  I would ask you to
14   extend that to 200 miles.
15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it's not written in
16   stone yet.  So that's a good comment.  And we need your
17   name.  Your name, sir?
18             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Nuvuk
19   Kunaq.
20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good.  See, that's what
21   we're getting at.  This is the new way.  Right now,
22   that's what it is in this proposed document.  Right now
23   as we speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking
24   these comments, we're taking the science that's been
25   done, and we want to take in traditional knowledge --
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 1   sometimes I call it traditional science -- on what areas
 2   should also be red.
 3             As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,
 4   these whole areas were offered up for lease.  That's not
 5   going to happen.  Right now we're looking at where are
 6   the whale migration routes, where are special
 7   subsistence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.
 8             And if we look at those areas and we look at
 9   where there's some oil and gas, we want to de-conflict
10   areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas could
11   occur and not impact subsistence and the whale
12   migrations and things and where should it not occur.
13             So your question is right on and the last
14   chapter is not written yet.  So you're right on.
15             Next slide, please.
16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me?
17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Hello?
18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me.  Hello?
19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Hello.
20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  For those of us that are in
21   the villages, would you have the people come up to the
22   mic, please, so we could hear their comments, too?
23   Thank you.
24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're not
25   really to the public comment period yet.  And when we
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 1   do, we will have a mic.  But the gentleman had a very
 2   good comment about the slide, so I didn't want to put
 3   him off until the comment period.  We're only going to
 4   have a few more minutes here.
 5             Next slide.
 6             Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is
 7   considered.  That would be an industry interest only
 8   sale, that if there is any substantial interest by
 9   industry to actually have a sale in there.  Then we
10   would start the process within terms of the National
11   Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera.  But
12   we're not going to extend resources in an area where no
13   one is interested in terms of industry, because those
14   are resources we can devote to other areas where there
15   may be interest.
16             Next slide.
17             This environmental impact statement I'm
18   talking about, this book, this is it here.  It's not
19   three copies of it.  It's one document.  One
20   environmental impact statement, it's three volumes.
21   It's huge.  Sorry about that, but there's a lot of
22   people working on it.
23             What is this all about?
24             Slide.  Next.
25             It's to disclose plans.  For transparency, we
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 1   want people to know what other people are talking about,
 2   what industry is talking about, what the government is
 3   talking about, what others are talking about.  So we
 4   want everybody to know what people are talking about.
 5             Next.
 6             It's also to involve the public.
 7   Congratulations, you are now part of the process.
 8             Next slide.
 9             To identify and evaluate alternatives.  There
10   are some alternatives, I believe, over on that wall.
11   Now, since this is a proposed document, nothing is
12   written in stone, and things may go away.  It may be
13   that as we move through the process -- we talked to
14   people, we looked at the science, we considered
15   traditional knowledge -- through all these areas, the
16   areas where a lease sale might occur and the number of
17   sales may change.  Okay?  So it's not finished.
18             Next.
19             To avoid negative effects.  That's right, sir,
20   we don't want damage to the environment.  We don't want
21   damage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera.
22   That's part of the law.  So that is considered in this
23   document.
24             Next.
25             And to unify environmental analysis.  We don't
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 1   want a cookie cutter.  There has to be a way of pulling
 2   all the science together and all the people that are
 3   doing the work.  For example, this document here, this
 4   massive document, it's not just us.  NOAA was a
 5   cooperating agency.  They helped with it.  The State of
 6   Alaska helped with it.  And last but not least, the
 7   North Slope Borough helped us with this document.
 8             So in terms of unifying environmental
 9   analysis, we want to make sure that anybody that has
10   information or can contribute to the document has their
11   say so we don't miss anything.  Because when Director
12   Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,
13   the ultimate decision-maker, they can lay the
14   information out and show the Secretary what has been
15   done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be
16   made based on the best available science, information,
17   and traditional knowledge, which is very important in
18   the Arctic.
19             Next slide, please.
20             Some of the things that are in this
21   document -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect
22   of noise, seismic surveying, the noise that comes from
23   drilling, service vessels.  If there was something that
24   happened after a lease sale and there was some
25   development and some exploration disturbances in terms
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 1   of pipeline or anchoring, air emissions, related coastal
 2   activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these
 3   are things that have to be discussed up front and
 4   they're in this document.
 5             Next.
 6             And the list goes on.  Marine and coastal
 7   birds, fisheries, marine mammals, ecological resources,
 8   socioeconomics, subsistence.  They're in the document.
 9   We think it's a good document, but it's not perfect.  We
10   want help with it.  So that's why it's out for review
11   and for anybody to comment.  What did we miss?  Did we
12   miss some citations?  Does traditional knowledge say
13   something that we ought to have in this document?
14   That's what this is all about.
15             Next.
16             Deepwater Horizon.  Director Beaudreau
17   mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad
18   accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people
19   died, a lot of oil in the water, 5 million barrels, a
20   lot of pollution.  That cannot be allowed to happen
21   again.
22             So not only was our agency, the previous MMS,
23   restructured, but there's been new laws and regulations,
24   new things have been discussed.  For example, many of
25   you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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 1   the Arctic.  Well, instead of waiting to build that
 2   capping containment system that they built in the Gulf
 3   while everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to
 4   have one ready to go in the Arctic immediately.  So
 5   things like that are considered.  There has to be a
 6   third party verifying that a blowout preventer works.
 7   So there's been a lot of changes to make sure that
 8   tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the
 9   document.
10             Next.
11             I'm about to end.  I've talked too much.  But
12   to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit
13   the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 knowing
14   that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new
15   one has to start.  We started this process in 2008 and
16   there was a draft proposed program in January of 2009.
17             Not so fast.
18             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sorry.
19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then from January 2009
20   to March 2011, we collected more information.  So now
21   you have the proposed program, not a final, and a draft
22   EIS.
23             Next.
24             And from November through January 2012, we're
25   collecting comments on this document so that we can make
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 1   it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the
 2   Secretary of the Interior, they have the best
 3   information, the best science, the best traditional
 4   knowledge, the best economic analysis, so a decision can
 5   be made that everybody knows how it was made.
 6             Next.
 7             And sometime next year, late next year, we
 8   will have a final program that may look very different
 9   from the one now in terms of the sizes of the areas.  It
10   may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified.  And
11   then we'll have a new and improved EIS.  And all that
12   will go to the Secretary and to the Congress.  And
13   that's what the law requires.  We're going to take
14   advantage of this time to make sure it's the absolute
15   best documents and plan we can come up with.
16             Next.
17             And then finally, last slide.  It's in the
18   document, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging
19   somewhere, you can go to our web site and look at the
20   document and submit comments.  You can send comments to
21   Mr. James Bennett.  You can take one of the discs.  And
22   we've got a couple of copies of the big document that
23   Rob has.
24             So our goal here is for people to know what's
25   being discussed and help us provide the decision-maker
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 1   with the best information to make the best decision for
 2   everybody.  So that's why we're here tonight.
 3             And you've probably heard too much of me
 4   speaking, but before we get right into the public
 5   comment period, I understand there are some
 6   representatives of the local area involved here.
 7             And, Emma, I know I asked you to give me a
 8   list, and you're on that last, but because we're in the
 9   North Slope Borough and this is your chambers, would you
10   mind giving your opening comments and then introducing
11   our next colleagues from the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
12   Commission?
13             MS. EMMA POKON:  Thank you.  Good evening.  My
14   name is Emma Pokon, E-m-m-a P-o-k-o-n.  I'm an assistant
15   attorney for the North Slope Borough.
16             On behalf of the North Slope Borough, I wanted
17   to say thank you for coming to Barrow.  Thank you for
18   traveling around the North Slope and visiting the
19   communities that would be affected by any activity
20   offshore.  We think it's really important that the
21   agency hears from community members, from the residents,
22   and understands what their concerns are.  So thank you
23   for making an effort to do that.
24             Like many of our residents, the North Slope
25   Borough is concerned about offshore development.  We met
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 1   earlier today.  We'll continue to be involved in the
 2   NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submit
 3   formal written comments during the comment period.
 4             We're here because of the five-year plan, but
 5   I also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge
 6   encouragement that we received today, encouragement that
 7   our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is
 8   listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that
 9   we've raised.
10             Today there was a conditional approval of
11   Shell's Chukchi Sea exploration plan.  But among the
12   conditions on the approval was a requirement that Shell
13   cease drilling into zones capable of flowing liquid
14   hydrocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date
15   of ice encroachment, on September 24th.  This is an
16   important step in the right direction, and so I wanted
17   to take a moment to say thank you and also to
18   acknowledge that we think that this signals that the
19   agency is listening to the comments that the public
20   offers at these meetings and work that the borough and
21   other entities put into in reviewing these documents.
22             So, again, thank you and welcome to Barrow.
23             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
24             MS. EMMA POKON:  Johnny Aiken is the executive
25   director of AEWC, and I believe he has a statement that
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 1   he wanted to make this evening.
 2             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Is it okay if I sit here?
 3             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yeah.  Absolutely.
 4             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Thank you.  Good evening,
 5   Mr. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues.  For
 6   the record, my name is Johnny Aiken, executive director
 7   of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.
 8             First of all, I would like to congratulate you
 9   on your new position and to welcome you to Barrow.
10   First, let me say that we really appreciate you coming
11   to our community to talk with us on some of the issues
12   that are important to us.
13             The work you are doing is very important
14   because it can have a significant effect on all of us
15   here on the North Slope.  We appreciate having this
16   opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our
17   issues.  I also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower
18   and I yesterday and being able to talk with us and your
19   colleagues on a one-on-one basis.  I hope you have
20   enjoyed your stay so far in Barrow.
21             I want to start by making it very clear to you
22   what AEWC's job is.  Our job is to protect the bowhead
23   whale and its habitat, and the bowhead whale subsistence
24   hunt especially.  That is why AEWC was formed and that
25   is what everyone in our communities looks to us to do.
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 1             AEWC represents 11 villages from -- all the
 2   way down from the St. Lawrence Island to the Village of
 3   Kaktovik in the east.  We have tried not to get involved
 4   with supporting or opposing oil and gas development, and
 5   we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead
 6   whale and its habitat.  And that is what AEWC has always
 7   done since we were first formed in 1977.
 8             In the last few years, we have been seeing a
 9   significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.
10   The last time we saw this much interest in offshore oil
11   and gas exploration and development was in the 1980s,
12   but that died down much to our relief all the way
13   through the 1990s except for BP's work to develop
14   Northstar.  It was pretty quiet, but there were still
15   some offshore activity going on every year.
16             In the 1980s, there were a lot of impacts to
17   our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village
18   of Kaktovik and Nuiqsut so that the AEWC and those
19   hunters learned how to deal with those impacts.  Our
20   federal government did not help us very much so we
21   learned how to work closely and directly with the
22   industry to develop mitigation measures to keep their
23   work from interfering with our hunt.  This is the way we
24   do things.
25             Where we live up here, it's pretty remote, as


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 28


 1   you may have seen these past few days.  Not as remote as
 2   it used to be, but still pretty remote.  If we don't
 3   find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get
 4   done and we will not have survived up here for all this
 5   time.
 6             The AEWC developed the Conflict Avoidance
 7   Agreement by working every year with the offshore
 8   operators who were coming up here.  Every year we have
 9   had to learn about their operations and observe their
10   impacts to our whales and our hunting.  And we had to
11   develop mitigation measures that would work for our
12   whalers and also the industry.
13             This hasn't always been easy and sometimes we
14   don't see things in the same way and end up in serious
15   disagreements, but we just keep doing this because they
16   want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our
17   whaling.
18             We have had to figure out how to share that
19   area with the industry and to make sure that the habitat
20   out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can
21   keep hunting them.  The Conflict Avoidance Agreement is
22   the best tool we have for making all of this work.  And
23   the industry has been able to get a lot done under the
24   Conflict Avoidance Agreement while the whalers are
25   assured that there will be no interference with the
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 1   hunt.
 2             There's been a lot of exploration in the
 3   Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been
 4   quite a bit of development at Northstar and at the
 5   Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and
 6   ExxonMobil.  We've worked with all these companies on
 7   their development under the CAA, and we've worked with a
 8   lot more exploration activities in both the Beaufort and
 9   the Chukchi Seas.
10             Sometimes it takes a while for companies to
11   learn how to work with us.  It took Shell a long time
12   these past few years, but now they seem to be getting it
13   and they're becoming a pretty good neighbor for us.  But
14   still we have some problems with some of the other oil
15   companies like ConocoPhillips and Statoil.  They don't
16   want to sign a CAA.  Instead, they want to use the Plan
17   of Cooperation.
18             It's my understanding that they get the idea
19   for the Plan of Cooperation from language in the
20   National Marine Fisheries Service regulations.  It's
21   also my understanding that the POC language in those
22   regulations were put in there to get the companies to
23   work with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and our
24   whaling captains on the CAA.  When that language got put
25   in there, the federal government was recognizing that
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 1   our CAA is a good approach to helping the industry get
 2   along with the subsistence hunters up here in the
 3   Arctic.
 4             The government wanted the companies to keep
 5   working with us to negotiate mitigation measures that
 6   allow us to share the water.  And the federal government
 7   was recognizing that the best people to develop those
 8   mitigation measures are the ones that actually use the
 9   ocean.  That means the hunters and the operators.
10             But now we have these companies that use the
11   Plan of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell
12   people what they're going to do without trying to work
13   out these mitigation measures.  They show up and get
14   people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out
15   information and then leave.  They are using the POC as a
16   backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was meant
17   to do.  We are very disappointed with this.
18             We suspect that the oil companies are telling
19   the federal government that they have worked with the
20   villages when they give you their reports in regards to
21   the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs.  The POC is not an
22   agreement between the villages and the oil industry.  It
23   really doesn't mean anything to the whaling captains up
24   here.
25             This is not a helpful way to go, and we need
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 1   your agency and the NMFS to help us push them, come to
 2   the table, and sign the CAA.  The CAA is the best way
 3   for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get along
 4   and get some work done.  It's been working since 1985
 5   when the CAA was first negotiated and still working.  I
 6   think that says a lot because in the beginning we did
 7   not get along, and I thought both Shell and AEWC would
 8   never be able to work together on these issues.
 9             We also have developed an Oil Spill Mitigation
10   Agreement for drilling activities.  We first worked this
11   out with BP for the Northstar project.  With BP it's
12   called the Good Neighbor Policy.  But with the other
13   companies, we have started calling it the Oil Spill
14   Mitigation Agreement because people have begun to use
15   the title of Good Neighbor Policy to mean other things
16   besides the oil spill mitigation.
17             With this agreement, we have an insurance
18   policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other
19   areas to hunt if our resources are not available in
20   traditional hunting areas.  I certainly hope that we
21   will never need to use this, but it is very important to
22   have in there in case something happened.
23             The other thing we need to work on with you is
24   making sure we have the deferral areas removed.  I know
25   that Nuiqsut has already told you that they need a
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 1   deferral area east off Cross Island, and I'm sure that
 2   AEWC is going to support them on that.
 3             I don't know for sure how the other villages
 4   feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik
 5   and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but
 6   we will have our whaling convention in February and we
 7   can ask the villages at that time if they want any input
 8   on this issue.  I would like to be able to get back with
 9   you with that information after we have talked with them
10   in February.
11             We need the -- we also need the federal
12   government to keep supporting good research up here.  We
13   need the right kind of research on cumulative impacts,
14   because we have to be concerned about keeping our
15   ecosystem healthy.
16             So we would like to be able to work with you
17   on all these issues, and I hope you will take our
18   concerns seriously.  I stress very strongly, though,
19   that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it
20   as the best and only tool that our community depends on.
21             AEWC will be submitting formal comments to
22   your agency when the time comes.  And, again, thank you
23   for visiting with us and I would like to wish all of you
24   a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Johnny.
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 1             Before we go into the general comments, I'd
 2   like to see if there are elders in this audience as well
 3   as in the villages that are on line to offer testimony
 4   and comment first.
 5             So, Johnny, could you help me?  Is there
 6   anyone in the audience, an elder, that would like to
 7   comment?
 8             We're still on line, folks, in the villages.
 9   We're just having a little side discussion here.
10             MS. NELLIE NANAUQ:  (Speaking in Inupiat.)
11             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Did you guys need a
12   translation?
13             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yes, please.
14             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be wonderful.
15             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Now you know what we've
16   been through.  To give you a little bit of an example,
17   that's what happened to us.  You know, to give you some
18   example, I was a nine-year-old girl and went through the
19   same experience being in a boarding school.
20             I didn't realize I was going to translate
21   her -- by the way, my name is Louisa Riley.  She
22   explained -- I mean, she told you her Inupiaq name and
23   also that she's lived all her life and knows all the
24   traditional knowledge about -- and we do have people
25   that live here that has those knowledges.  And to use
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 1   them as getting all the information, that is very
 2   important.
 3             You know, I've heard a lot of our elders.  I
 4   myself is an elder in training.  I'm a very young elder
 5   in training.  And that's how we learn, from our elders.
 6   And so it is an honor for me to translate what she
 7   said -- and I wish I had thought of it, but she said
 8   that we do have a lot of people that knows the
 9   knowledge.  We do have people that work with the Inupiaq
10   people.  You know, we are the Inupiaq people up here.
11   We are the original people up here.
12             So there are some workers that are here -- I'm
13   glad to have met you, too, so I could identify who you
14   are, because there's always -- so much changes.
15             But the other is, you know, seasonal.  You
16   know, she was talking about the seasonal changes in the
17   ocean and to have that knowledge from people that know
18   that.  So that's what I have on here.
19             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thank you.
20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank
21   you.  And her comments have been recorded so we can get
22   further translations later.  So thank you.
23             Are there any other elders in the chamber
24   before I go to the villages for elders?
25             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  My
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 1   nickname is Johnnie Brower.  My Inupiaq name is Nuvuk
 2   Kunaq.  There are two things that I don't like about
 3   this meeting.  First, the rules and regulations within
 4   the State of Alaska boundary.  Second, the federal
 5   sector for the federally recognized tribes.
 6             I'm more in favor of the rules and regulations
 7   that would be imposed on these matters by the federally
 8   recognized tribal sectors because they have ability to
 9   put things up the way I would like to see them.  The
10   North Slope Borough has a State boundary limit, which is
11   okay for land-based people living on land.
12             One of the bigger concerns that I have that
13   I'm not too fond of is after the seismic explorations
14   took place for a couple of months -- you know what a
15   black tide is compared to a blue tide and a red tide?
16   The black tide is the dead matter of all -- all
17   microscopic animals that our endangered species animals
18   eat.  It's a combined mixture of the -- when it's
19   already dead, it collects and mingles with the algae and
20   other microscopic animals and it becomes larger and
21   larger.  And these were reported as black sheens and
22   black tides in our Arctic waters.
23             And when this kind of thing gets into areas
24   where seals, walruses, and other animals flourish and
25   eat and migrate to and travel from, these kind of
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 1   things, you don't have -- budget money to explain to
 2   people.  You have to have the seismic exploration, and
 3   you're playing games in the polar Arctic waters.
 4             And if you do too much destructive damages on
 5   the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you're reducing
 6   the fresh food that supplies the different areas of
 7   different countries from our polar Arctic region, not
 8   just for our Alaska region.  And that's one part that
 9   people don't understand very good.
10             I -- as an Inupiaq person, I am not in love
11   with watching my own future generations going to end up
12   having to see some of the things that we are seeing.
13   It's not going to happen at the moment, but it's
14   developing slowly where it will become a long-term
15   effect.  Just exactly the same way -- before I went to
16   school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe
17   Bay, I was able to run around the North Slope country on
18   a dog team moving reindeer near here with friends and
19   relatives.  I can't even do that.
20             The places where I hunt and fish in Prudhoe
21   Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff
22   like that.  Fifteen years ago I went over there to do
23   some hunting, and the security said that I don't belong
24   there.  I'm Inupiaq in my own Inupiaq country and they
25   tell me that I don't belong there.
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 1             The concept of the Inupiaq country that I'm
 2   talking about is altogether a separate entity that's not
 3   with the United States nor the Russians.  My ancestors
 4   going back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the
 5   Arctic Ocean coastal line was 12,500 years ago?  Does
 6   anybody in Washington, D.C., who imposes all these
 7   things, know these things and how much my people's
 8   ancestors -- my ancestors and my people on how far their
 9   history and language goes back in time?
10             I am really appalled in the way -- how some of
11   these things have been conducted since the oil was
12   discovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by means I -- I'm
13   not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has
14   devastated me, my people, my culture, our way of life,
15   and we're still trying to explain that we would like to
16   keep our way of life and our culture and our food
17   sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in
18   our future generations to come so that they may live a
19   healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people
20   and say, "We need this, we need that."
21             I would more or less like to see something
22   that Bill Clinton introduced to our country saying thank
23   you to the Native American society in North America in
24   the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country
25   over yours.  And one of these days I'd like to see the
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 1   Native society say, "Okay, United States, time is time,
 2   enough is enough, you've done too much."
 3             I think it's about time you need to pay rent.
 4   Your lease or your amount of time that you have occupied
 5   my Native country, you need to pay money so we could get
 6   some revenues into our account that our families really
 7   need really bad.  Thank you.
 8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank
 9   you for your comments.
10             Any other elders that would like to speak
11   before I ask for elders in the region -- in the other
12   villages?
13             Okay.  With that, Kaktovik, I believe you're
14   on the line.  Are there any elders that would like to
15   speak before I get to public comments?
16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.  There's none here in
17   Kaktovik.
18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
19             I guess Nuiqsut is on the line.  Any elders in
20   Nuiqsut that would like to speak first, please?
21             Wainwright?  Are there any elders in
22   Wainwright that would like to speak?
23             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  No elders
24   here.
25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.
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 1             And there was one other village that I missed.
 2             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.
 3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay.  Point Lay?
 4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here at this time.
 5   Thank you.
 6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anaktuvuk Pass, I understand
 7   you're on the line.  Any elders that would like to speak
 8   first?
 9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  There's none here at this
10   time.  Thanks.
11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
12             And before we move to the general public, an
13   elder just walked in.
14             George, I'll let you write.  I don't want to
15   miss you.
16             George Edwardson just walked in.  And before
17   we open it, I would like George to finish signing in and
18   see if he has any comments, because I know he knows what
19   we're here for.
20             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Could you tell me what
21   it's about?
22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  We're
23   here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to
24   2017.
25             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.
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 1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And I know you're one of the
 2   very knowledgeable elders here, and I hate to put you on
 3   the spot, but I know you're busy.
 4             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've got me on
 5   the spot.
 6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've got you on the spot.
 7             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  This is the
 8   EIS -- right --
 9             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Correct.
10             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  -- for the five-year
11   plan?
12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Five-year plan that's a
13   draft.
14             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  And some of the limits
15   on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dumped
16   in the water has already been increased so you could do
17   more dumping in the ocean; is that right?
18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  I don't think so, no.
19             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  It hasn't passed yet?
20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.
21             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've always
22   known how I thought and felt about you, the federal
23   government, attempting to go out in the Arctic Ocean.
24   That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,
25   healthy with the harvest we get from the marine mammals
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 1   in the ocean.
 2             And the industry talks about how safe they can
 3   operate now.  The safety of that operation they do, they
 4   talk about oil boomers they could use, which don't work
 5   when the current gets over three knots because the oil
 6   starts to go over it and under it.
 7             And when you look at vessels and ice
 8   conditions, the United States had two icebreakers.  One
 9   is broken down for more than a year and the one that was
10   working went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts
11   in order so it could come back.  That is not a, you
12   know, very safe backup for attempting to go out in the
13   ocean.
14             And you understand the ocean's going around in
15   a circle around the Arctic Ocean?  A big piece of ice
16   sits out here in the front, ten years later it comes
17   back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice
18   around and how cold temperatures are.  In the warm
19   waters when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself
20   apart and the lighter ends disappear and makes it a
21   little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.
22             And just to give you an example, in 1942 when
23   they were building new lines 50 miles to the east of
24   here, a Liberty ship ran aground.  And in order to save
25   it, they had to dump the bunker oil into the ocean in
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 1   order to float it to save it.  And they did save the
 2   boat.  But every time a storm hits that high water mark,
 3   it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in
 4   the inlet and then it starts killing all over again.
 5   This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now.  Still is
 6   toxic.
 7             And it is a scary thing you do when you sit
 8   down and come up with a five-year plan to go offshore.
 9   And as a people, we have been telling you over and over
10   all these years, no, no, but nobody can seem to hear.
11   We must not be speaking the same language.
12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.
13             Now we're going to open it up for general
14   public comments.  How about if we start with the very
15   back row?  Would anyone in the very back row like to
16   make a comment?
17             And your name, please?
18             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  My name is Bill Tracey,
19   and I don't care how you spell it.
20             I came here tonight -- I guess I've said this
21   before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and mammals
22   that can't be here tonight.  I've had the distinct
23   privilege of spending entire weekends and months with
24   walruses that have hauled out onto the shores of Point
25   Lay.  You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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 1   buffer zone of 25 miles up from Point Lay to Wainwright.
 2   We appreciate that.  The walruses appreciate that.  But
 3   it's really not enough.
 4             These animals are hauling out because there
 5   isn't any more ice nearby that they can rest on, where
 6   they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.
 7   They find themselves making their way to land and
 8   spending one month, and it's working towards two months
 9   now, of every year looking for a place to rest.
10             These animals, when they beach themselves,
11   they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.
12   They're sick.  We're finding sores all over these
13   walruses, all over the seals, along with the belugas.
14             Point Lay is another area where belugas really
15   like to conjugate.  There's a lagoon system there.  This
16   lagoon system is about 100 miles long.  It's pretty
17   unique.  It's got more water fowl and sea mammals than
18   anywhere else in the world.  They spend their summers
19   there.
20             These areas are very sensitive, along with
21   thousands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea
22   and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik.  All
23   these shorelines are used.  So in order to get to these
24   shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper
25   waters to make their way north to south and back.
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 1             I had lunch with 20,000 walruses.  I got to
 2   watch them, like I was telling you, for hours and hours
 3   and days and days.  My wife and I.  My wife is on line
 4   from Point Lay right now.
 5             We found ways to get close to them.  We
 6   observed them.  We photographed them.  We shared those
 7   photographs so that other people wouldn't have to make
 8   their way there and disturb them and probably cause some
 9   sort of stampede.
10             We were finding hundreds of dead walruses,
11   mostly juveniles.  Their population in the next couple
12   of years is going to be very sad because so many
13   juveniles have died because they're on land.  I guess
14   this summer the closest ice to the walruses was over
15   700 miles away.  There was no way that they could use
16   that ice.  I mentioned that we noticed that these
17   animals were getting sick, there were sores.  Scores of
18   them were dead.
19             And I want to mention something about the
20   belugas, too.  Point Lay hunters have been harvesting
21   belugas for as long as I've been there, and I have only
22   been there since 1973.  Point Lay's history goes way
23   back, and belugas was one of the mainstays there.
24             This year, the animals seem to be a different
25   group.  And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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 1   the belugas that they were normally seeing were much
 2   larger.  This is a group of -- a pod of belugas that
 3   were mature but smaller.  So we're not sure where this
 4   group actually came from.
 5             A lot of strange things happened.  That
 6   barrier island that makes the Kasegaluk Lagoon is losing
 7   ground.  The erosion is tremendous.  The shorelines are
 8   falling into the sea.  I really hate to see, you know,
 9   what's going to happen once we lose that Kasegaluk
10   Lagoon.  And I think we will lose it.  We've already had
11   a couple of homes fall into the ocean because of the
12   erosion.
13             But back to the animals.  Where some of the
14   present lease sales have already been purchased, it's
15   just 90, not quite 100, miles west of Point Lay where
16   the walruses are hauling out.  We believe that the
17   walruses are going out that far and foraging.  They like
18   to hit that Hanna Shoal area.  It's very shallow and
19   rich in nutrients for these animals.
20             If they're making it out that far and we're
21   allowing drilling muds and that sort of thing to be
22   dumped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea
23   floor, I'm afraid that that's an alien material that's
24   going to do damage to these animals.  If not to them
25   directly, indirectly through microorganisms that they're
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 1   feeding on.  I don't know how much study has gone into
 2   that.
 3             We heard a little bit earlier about the black
 4   tide.  I like that term.  And one thought that I had was
 5   the sea ice that's melting has held these microorganisms
 6   and algaes for thousands of years and now that the ice
 7   is melting and receding, this stuff is being released
 8   and it's making its way to our shorelines.  It's making
 9   its way into the stomachs of these animals.  I could be
10   wrong, but prove me wrong.  Really.
11             There's just so much going on up here that I
12   really don't think it's time that we jump to any
13   conclusions that we're ready to drill.  Maybe we are;
14   maybe we aren't.  But when there's always that question,
15   you want to err on the good side.
16             I think we need some more science up here, and
17   I think we need to really watch what these animals are
18   doing.  They're crying for help.  There's just so much
19   activity up here, so much is going on.  Just in the 40
20   years that I've been here, it's like day and night.
21   Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you will, and they're
22   proposing more roads.
23             The oceans here are becoming ice free.  Those
24   are the new highways.  We're going to have more traffic
25   up here.  Are we ready for it?  No.  We can't help
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 1   traffic in need out there.  We don't have the
 2   icebreakers.  We don't have the ships.  We don't have
 3   the Coast Guard up here.  We don't have deep water.  If
 4   a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is
 5   to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water
 6   ports here.
 7             I can go on and on.  There's just so much
 8   going on up here, and it's happening so fast that I
 9   think we need to slow down and, you know, count our
10   blessings really.  So far so good.  We haven't had any
11   major incidents.  We don't want any major incidents.  We
12   want everybody to do their best.  We want technology to
13   catch up.  We're not asking for a whole lot.
14             Mr. Brower stated that -- and others that the
15   ocean is our garden.  All our food, a majority of our
16   food, is coming from the ocean.  If that were to change,
17   how do we deal with that?  We don't do well living on
18   hotdogs.  The whale is part of this heritage, this
19   culture, along with all the other animals.
20             And respect is why everybody is still here,
21   why things work here.  They respect the land.  They
22   respect the ocean.  They respect the animals.  They
23   respect each other.  And we would like to respect
24   everybody that comes here and says that they're here to
25   listen to us, to work with us.
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 1             And with that, I'd like to thank you folks for
 2   coming and doing just that.  You're listening to us,
 3   you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.
 4   So thank you.  Thanks for this opportunity to speak.
 5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
 6   comments.  Thank you.
 7             Anybody else in the back row, because I'm
 8   going to move it to the second row now.
 9             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  Sure.  I'm ready now.
10   You caught me off guard last time.
11             Hi.  Good evening.  Qaiyaan Su'esu'e for the
12   record, Q-a-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.
13             Good evening, teleconference land, from
14   Utqiagvik.  It's good to be home.
15             I want to, first of all, thank BOEM folks for
16   being here.  As you know, it's been quite a journey the
17   past couple weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the
18   chance to attend various public hearings and hear
19   comments from other villages and other regions as well.
20             Along the road I have always liked to provide
21   my own comment on behalf of my subsistence way of life,
22   my upbringing, and what I have a feeling most of my
23   peers and fellow Inupiaq have the same feeling as, which
24   is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes
25   more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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 1   look very closely at the risks involved, which, again,
 2   are the fact that there is very little proven cleanup
 3   methodology.  There's very little baseline science yet.
 4   There's very limited infrastructure that we have to work
 5   with.  Those are some main obvious things that need to
 6   be taken into consideration.
 7             Also, I -- with the news today hearing that
 8   BOEM conditionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it
 9   really is good to know that our public comments and
10   concerns of our tribal governments and organizations are
11   being heard.  And it gives me hope that with the new
12   BOEM administration -- it gives the public hope that
13   we're -- our voices are heard.  So thank you for this
14   opportunity to publicly comment.
15             Some of the things that I've noticed
16   throughout attending different hearings -- and I would
17   like to pass this message along from folks in the
18   villages who have brought me to the side and asked me
19   over and over, "Who are they now?  Which group is this?
20   What are they doing here?"  I think some of the most
21   beneficial things to improve the process, at least with
22   the -- in going through the EIS, the public comment
23   period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the
24   public are better educated in what meetings we will be
25   attending.
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 1             I noticed coming back to Barrow and asking,
 2   you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the meeting?"
 3             "What meeting?"
 4             So I think more public awareness and maybe
 5   perhaps an educator from BOEM rather than sending
 6   individuals trying to scramble and figure out, who are
 7   they now, what are they here for, what process, what
 8   step are we in.  It would be beneficial to spend the
 9   time and effort to have more outreach to the communities
10   on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind
11   of meeting we're in today.
12             And I think that's about it for now.  That's
13   all I can think of.  I have spoken so much I just have
14   run out of words.  But I'm just really glad to be home,
15   and welcome you here.  It's so good to hear AEWC
16   comments and from our elders.  And what I can say as a
17   young person is, I was born and raised as well to listen
18   to our elders.  Federal government or a young adult,
19   listen to our elders.  Thank you.
20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
21             And I believe, gentleman, you had your hand up
22   in row two?  Your name please?
23             MR. DUKE MORROW:  Good evening.  Hi.  Duke
24   Morrow.  I just have a question about process.  We're
25   sitting here tonight -- I'd like to congratulate all the
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 1   people from BOEM for being here and the efforts they're
 2   putting in to educate us on this five-year plan.  But,
 3   in fact, BOEM is here because of a political reality due
 4   to an oil spill last year.  Had that not happened, we
 5   would be talking to different people under different
 6   circumstances.  So what happens next year when there's a
 7   change in the political realities?
 8             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  So you're
 9   absolutely right.  If there wasn't an oil spill, one
10   person who wouldn't be here would be me.  The whole
11   reason I came to the Interior Department was because my
12   partner, Mike Bromwich, and I were asked by the
13   President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior
14   Department to implement these reforms.
15             And the changes we made to offshore oil and
16   gas oversight in terms of the structure of BOEM, the
17   structure at BSEE, are meant to be lasting changes.  Let
18   me give you one example:  Lasting changes that won't
19   sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and
20   whichever party is in power and that sort of thing.
21             And I'll give you one example.  One of the
22   most fundamental structural changes we made within BOEM
23   was the appointment of a chief environmental officer, a
24   lead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Alan
25   Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 52


 1   overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par
 2   with the officials responsible for the leasing program,
 3   has an equal say in the five-year program and any
 4   potential lease sale with the folks who organize and
 5   plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --
 6   provide a voice for environmental science and make sure
 7   that we're striking the appropriate balances.
 8             We made that person a career official, and so
 9   he -- or in the future maybe she -- is embedded, his
10   career, his professional -- there's continuity across
11   administrations and by our design, we hope, isn't
12   affected by the politics at the moment.
13             One of the -- when we were speaking with the
14   borough earlier today, one of our tasks early on is to
15   establish BOEM's reputation; what is BOEM, what are we
16   known for, how do we want people to think of us?  And it
17   is fundamentally as a scientific organization;
18   geologists, geophysicists, biologists, marine mammal
19   specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,
20   anthropologists.  But the common theme there is our
21   decision-making has to be grounded in the data, in the
22   science.
23             I get asked by politicians, I get asked by
24   reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad
25   spot?  You've got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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 1   you know, don't want to see leasing, you've got
 2   politicians on the other hand who think you're not doing
 3   enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's
 4   right?"  And my answer is, the only way is science.  The
 5   only way is relying on the data, relying on the
 6   information, allowing that to shape your
 7   decision-making.
 8             That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's
 9   how we arrived at the decision with respect to limiting
10   the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration
11   plan.  It was based on our assessment of the data, how
12   long it would take to mount a relief well operation,
13   open water spill response, the time it would take to cap
14   and contain that well.  And so it wasn't political, it
15   wasn't influenced one way or the other by what
16   politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career
17   staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping
18   the decision.
19             And that's the institution we want to build.
20   And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it will
21   be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and flows
22   depending on who's in office.  But that's what we have
23   in mind.
24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We're still back
25   on the second row there.  Anybody want to speak?
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 1             MS. DALLAS-LEE BROWER:  I'm Dallas-Lee Brower.
 2   And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope
 3   that you will include in your science the traditional
 4   whalers, the traditional ways, with respect because so
 5   often we have observed that the scientists because of
 6   their training and because of their degrees have put
 7   themselves high and above the people here and throughout
 8   Alaska who have great knowledge, and so I wanted to make
 9   a strong point about that.  Thank you.
10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I am
11   the new regional director for Alaska.  I'm a trained
12   scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100
13   percent right.  On my watch, traditional knowledge will
14   be treated with respect and the people that do science
15   from my organization will do so, period.  It's very
16   important.  So thank you for your comments.
17             Anybody else in -- okay.  Sorry.
18             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Good evening.  Harry
19   Brower, resident of Barrow.  Born and raised here in
20   Barrow itself.  I have shared with you my different
21   capacities I've held in Barrow in meetings we've had
22   here.  I'm currently the chairman of the Alaska Eskimo
23   Whaling Commission, representing our animals around our
24   villages, and the deputy director for the Department of
25   Wildlife Management doing research on our resources that
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 1   we depend on for subsistence.
 2             In regards to the information you provided and
 3   wanting some feedback, you know, this is a lot of
 4   information that we try to absorb in just a matter of
 5   time since the printing of the document, receiving the
 6   document, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being
 7   reflective of some -- the majority of our concerns.
 8   Some are; some aren't.  It gives and takes in different
 9   areas of the document.
10             Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments
11   from our elders, again, the level of interpretation
12   that's provided and understanding the document is very
13   critical in the ways to -- how do we best meet the need,
14   how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly
15   take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening
16   for the very resources that we depend on for
17   subsistence.
18             It's -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it
19   could have been a very positive thing because of what
20   happened in the Gulf.  It depends on how you view it,
21   and I express your concerns to the thought.  I was very
22   glad Nanauq made her comment about her upcoming, her
23   lifestyle, subsistence.  The ocean provides a lot of our
24   food, and that's the way it's been since as a child
25   growing up.  The level of interpretation was -- by no
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 1   means -- no mistake -- no pun intended to downplay
 2   anything or anybody or anything like that.
 3             The level of interpretation, it has its
 4   impacts as well.  She was referring back to her
 5   childhood and her parents raising the family along with
 6   her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas
 7   where they did their subsistence activities, and that is
 8   a very significant statement.
 9             You know, we grew up using these resources.
10   The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,
11   whales.  And then in turn subsisting off those resources
12   it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.
13             So when you -- you know, we've changed over
14   time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've
15   seen going forward.  These are very important things to
16   keep in mind in our culture.  Because if we make any
17   kind of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence
18   activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on
19   whether we survive or die in the midst of things.
20             We don't allow for mistakes when you're living
21   here in the Arctic.  It's a very unforgiving area to be
22   in.  There's no room for error.  You get into
23   life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.
24             And that's what we've tried to express over
25   the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.
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 1   In the beginning I remember my elders indicating, no, we
 2   don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore.  No
 3   offshore oil and gas.
 4             Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in
 5   the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see
 6   our federal government regardless of our statements
 7   continue holding lease sales, and yet we -- even though
 8   we're in opposition, we still like to remain at the
 9   table to be able to help steer the development activity
10   occurring offshore.
11             Even though in my mind I say no to offshore
12   oil and gas, I still want to be at the table to help
13   steer that activity, regardless if the participants like
14   me or not.  I still want to be at the table.
15             So that's where we -- you know, we give and
16   take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to
17   the wall and we've got no more room to back up but to
18   stand at attention, but we'll be there.  I make my
19   comments because of what I've learned over time and
20   going to these meetings.  It's not an easy thing to be
21   here providing comments.
22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, Harry.
23             Okay.  The third row down --
24             MR. HARRY BROWER:  I just want to continue.
25   In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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 1   interpretation of the document, you can't expect one
 2   person to be able to find you a whole length
 3   of information within a short period of time.  It's very
 4   important for you to come back even -- this one-time
 5   meeting isn't enough.
 6             The introduction of the document -- this is
 7   the first introduction of that, basically, by the
 8   agency, by the federal government, holding the lease
 9   sale, and yet we're expected to provide comments within
10   a short period of time, 45 days.  And this is going to
11   be impacting us for the next five years.
12             I think it's unfortunate that we're put in
13   this situation in terms of providing comments.  If that
14   time could be lengthened, it would be appropriate, but
15   it's up to, again, our federal government to make those
16   decisions and how you plan to pan out your offshore oil
17   and gas development into the future.
18             I think I'll stop here.  I see there's other
19   people that want to make comments as well.  I probably
20   could sit here all day and all night talking to you
21   because I just came back from another meeting with
22   onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the morning, and I
23   don't think I want to be here another night, especially
24   a Friday night, until 1:30 in the morning.  Thank you.
25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.  Always a
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 1   pleasure.
 2             Anybody else in the second row before we go to
 3   the third row?
 4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  (Speaking in Inupiaq.)
 5             Greetings to everybody.  I'm glad you guys are
 6   here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened.  Up
 7   to maybe 100 years ago.  But it's really -- I feel like
 8   we're moving forward.  And like Harry said, we still
 9   want to be part of it even though it makes us cry.  We
10   could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,
11   50 years ago, so I'm just glad that we're able to do
12   that.
13             Most of my life, of my adult life, I have been
14   working with my families, our Inupiaq families, the
15   devastation of what happened to our families.  So I
16   would like to see social impact for our families.  We
17   didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went
18   through.
19             To give you an example, I grew up in the
20   Kaktovik area.  After the pipeline was built, one summer
21   the caribous did not go through.  Fortunately, my uncle
22   John Hagle (ph), a traditional Inupiaq man, had his
23   little store.  He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they
24   sent him 100 cases of turkey.  Our Creator was watching
25   out for us.  We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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 1   that summer.  Because in those days, we did not get
 2   planes every day like we do today.  So that was the
 3   devastation.
 4             I'd like to see social impact, where once we
 5   get that -- we need the oil companies to help or the
 6   government to help, too, take care of our families
 7   because it devastated us.
 8             You know, he said 30 years.  That's 30, 40, 50
 9   years of so much changes and it's still so much changes,
10   and we don't get a chance to really process it in our
11   Inupiaq.  You know, just like when I was translating, I
12   have to think backwards because we speak Inupiaq totally
13   opposite.  So when you're speaking to me in English, I
14   have to turn it over again.  So in that process, we lose
15   more than half of what's being said.
16             And like our young -- I love to see our young
17   people, you know, being vocal.  That gives me warm
18   fuzzies, because there's somebody that's going to take
19   over to look out for our future generation.  Because
20   I've seen and I work with the impact it had on me and my
21   families, and beg, borrow, maybe sometimes steal to try
22   to get the help for my impacted -- from the oil
23   companies 40 years ago.  So I'd like to see that.
24   That's my dream.  And I hope in my lifetime.  Thank you.
25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
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 1   for your comments.
 2             So we're going to move to row four.
 3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Good evening.  My name
 4   is Leandra de Sousa, S-o-u-s-a, and I work for the
 5   Department of Wildlife Management for the North Slope
 6   Borough.  And I'd like to thank you for coming here
 7   today and listening to the concerns.  We have a few
 8   comments that I'd like to share.
 9             First, we would like to say that we would
10   recommend a combination of alternative five and six for
11   the draft PEIS, which would exclude both the Beaufort
12   Sea and the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration
13   of the 2012-2017 OCS leasing program, because that would
14   be keeping with our strong belief that the potential
15   risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in
16   Arctic waters.
17             However, if the sales are to take place, we do
18   support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling
19   deferral areas that you have, the program, and also the
20   25-mile coastal buffer zone.  And we also support the
21   single sale, three to five period in each planning area.
22             We would also like to emphasize that
23   mitigation measures should be in place similar to the
24   ones used by BLM in the NPRA process and should require
25   multiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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 1   better understand the localized environment, resource
 2   use, and potential risk of operations.
 3             And also we would like to request that area
 4   deferred from the past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sales
 5   not be included in areas to be offered for lease in the
 6   five-year schedule, and that a comparable deferral area
 7   should be added across Cross Island.  And also that a
 8   coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 miles instead
 9   of 25 miles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's
10   keeping with the NMFS recommendation of previous
11   comments.
12             And also include a deferral zone over the
13   addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal
14   because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice
15   dynamics make it a refuge for ice-dependent species,
16   such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water
17   season when development is happening.
18             And we'd also like to have more clarity on the
19   leasing program and the leasing sale mitigation measures
20   stating that tankering will not be allowed for the
21   transport of oil from Arctic OCS planning areas.  And
22   also that a zero discharge policy will be implemented in
23   the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of
24   OCS gas development.  Thank you.
25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
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 1   comments.
 2             Anybody else in row four before I go on?
 3   Rosemary?  State your name for the record, please.
 4             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Rosemary
 5   Ahtuangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k.  I've lived in
 6   Barrow for a year and a half.  I've had -- about five
 7   years before, I went to Nuiqsut and I spent 24 years in
 8   Nuiqsut.  My mom was born and raised up here.  We have a
 9   strong traditional background.  We hunted and harvested
10   from the lands and waters.
11             This is very important for our family.  This
12   is very important for our nutritional well balance and
13   being.  I have a son who has diabetes.  I know when he's
14   eating a more traditional diet he doesn't need as much
15   insulin.  This is concerning for us because we have so
16   many people that are starting to have trouble with
17   diabetes.
18             We've had a tremendous increase in respiratory
19   illness.  We've talked tremendously about this in many,
20   many meetings.  We've asked for increased restrictions
21   to gas.  We've asked for recognition of the air quality
22   concerns near communities that are facing some of these
23   issues.  We've asked support to have a stronger health
24   impact assessment process.  We need to have this process
25   start now.  It can't wait.  It needs to be incorporated
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 1   into multiple layers to get a good assessment process.
 2   It needs to be looking at the wellness of our foods, but
 3   also of our people as a whole.
 4             The problem we have in the process is that we
 5   don't have enough data in our databases to adequately
 6   assess our concerns for health impacts.  There's been a
 7   lot of effort to go out and research our animals, but to
 8   research us, it didn't happen.  We could have learned a
 9   lot.
10             But now we know from other health impacts that
11   have been -- health assessments that have been done
12   already, two spills, that people that are of
13   child-bearing ages should not work in a spill response
14   area.  Children should not work in these areas.  But
15   what about us who live and raise our children in these
16   areas and our risk factors for these concerns?
17             We're very concerned about other development
18   activities that have passed that have already
19   contaminated some of our foods, and the difficulties we
20   have in assessing some of these issues and following up
21   some of these assessments.  If we didn't have some of
22   our tribal people involved in some of these processes,
23   the government's process to come up with an assessment
24   would have sampled no contaminated lakes.  But our
25   tribal people asked a lot of questions, got involved in
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 1   the process, and have been involved continuously.
 2             I went to school to become educated as a
 3   physician's assistant.  I went through the community
 4   health and training program in our villages.  We don't
 5   have doctors.  Our health aides provide our care.  Our
 6   health aides need to have more exposure to improved
 7   education within this process.  There's a lot of demands
 8   and stress that are being put on them and the amount of
 9   care that they're having to give to our people because
10   we're having increased respiratory distress.
11             The disruption it gives to our families when
12   we have to take our children out to be medevaced out to
13   a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a
14   parent with them.  It also takes a lot of stress from
15   our family members that have to have -- maybe they're a
16   responder for the fire department.  Maybe they're the
17   person that's sitting for our community on the assembly.
18   When you take them out sick in the medevaced process,
19   you're taking them out with all the other hats that they
20   wear and contribute to this process.
21             Nuiqsut was hit tremendously.  We absorbed the
22   process of going through oil and gas development, and we
23   feel like Nuiqsut was sacrified as the social bowl of
24   assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas
25   development in the Arctic.  People of Cordova feel like
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 1   they were in the social bowl without research related to
 2   what happens to an oil spill.  There was a lot of
 3   information that we could have been incorporating into
 4   this process to protect our people.
 5             But when I toured the Gulf spill, I still saw
 6   the lack of enforcement of protecting measures to help
 7   protect the people when they're working on the spill.
 8   They were not given regulators.  They were not using
 9   them.  People that lived in that area, there were
10   hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,
11   but it just looked like a smattering of a response;
12   ineffective placing of booms, nonmaintenance of booms.
13             The kind of boats that they have in the Gulf
14   are not the kind of boats that we have up here.  We
15   don't have those types of ports where we're even going
16   to bring in these kinds of boats to even get some of
17   this equipment loaded into these areas.  We don't have
18   areas along the coast to even initiate some of these
19   responses, let alone staging areas for them to refuel or
20   getting any assistance in the process.  There's so much
21   that we don't have up here.
22             We're not prepared for a process to go through
23   a lease sale right now.  There's so much that we need to
24   absorb from learning from the Gulf spill that needs to
25   be incorporated in a good process, not the process that
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 1   has been occurring at this time.
 2             We're very concerned because Nuiqsut went
 3   through impacts related to loss of harvesting of
 4   caribous.  We went through changes of the natural
 5   environment that affected our ability to harvest in the
 6   Arctic.  We went through processes where seismic
 7   activity diverted the whale.  Nobody helped us through
 8   those processes, and it was very difficult for us.
 9             The social impacts that we talked about didn't
10   get documented in the recording processes that are
11   effective to help us in these assessment processes that
12   are before us.  We went through training programs to
13   help us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes
14   are not absorbed into our planning process for these
15   different things, and yet we're having tremendous
16   amounts of numbers continue throughout the North Slope
17   and other communities throughout the Arctic Ocean and
18   yet the understanding for that.
19             I had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked me,
20   why do I keep talking about these kinds of things, why
21   do I press these issues about the importance of our
22   health and our traditional uses.  She told me all of her
23   female relatives have died of cancer.  That's a
24   tremendous burden for me to carry in these processes
25   because I've got to find a way to help and build a hope
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 1   that the concerns for health are not going to be
 2   ignored.  It's so important that we have a better
 3   process before us because we have children in our
 4   communities that feel they don't have hope because their
 5   families were exposed with previous studies that give
 6   them concerns.
 7             And the tremendous amounts of cancer rates,
 8   we've seen that also happen in other communities across
 9   this North Slope.  I moved to Barrow just a year and a
10   half ago and I've had over 20 people tell me about
11   leukemia.  That's a tremendous burden to bury in this
12   process.
13             The resources to try to care for that are not
14   existent up here.  We have to travel far away to give
15   our hopes to try to be treating for that process.  It
16   really compromises stakes for that process.  Those
17   people are very difficult to even bring back home when
18   they do go through these treatments.  The resources to
19   assess them and to monitor and to help them are very
20   limited here.  Even if we get this brand-new hospital
21   built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal
22   with these kinds of things.  Still we're going to have
23   to go elsewhere.
24             These costs are astronomical, but we know when
25   our bodies, the breast milk, is showing contaminants and
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 1   multiple chemicals that are coming from all sorts of
 2   development activities that are coming down into the
 3   Arctic and wrecking our air quality up here.  Tremendous
 4   amounts of emissions and particulate matter, nitrous
 5   oxides and all these other things, that are being
 6   emitted from oil and gas development have affected many,
 7   many people.
 8             Please learn from this process.  Please
 9   prevent this from coming up here.  We are not ready for
10   a lease sale.  There should not be a consideration of
11   this process in the Gulf or up here.  We have much more
12   that we can be doing to build the process.
13             We didn't learn from the GS-2 spill and yet
14   we're facing things like this.  During that GS-2 spill
15   in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,
16   Alpine and Liberty.  I stood up and opposed the
17   Northstar lease sale -- the Northstar development
18   process.  And I filed a lawsuit for over 17 years in
19   that process because I know the risks for our
20   traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the
21   federal government's energy needs.  Thank you.
22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
23   comments.
24             Your name, please?
25             MS. HEATHER DINGMAN:  My name is Heather
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 1   Dingman.  That's H-e-a-t-h-e-r D-i-n-g-m-a-n.
 2             My comment would be on Section 4.3.2 to the
 3   health impact assessment, which is described under
 4   National Environmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA
 5   regulations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to
 6   which the proposed action affects public health or
 7   safety.'"  It also goes on to state that impacts on
 8   human health can be considered beforehand, public and
 9   decision-maker awareness can be promoted, and prevention
10   or mitigation can be built into the operations.
11             With that said, at the end of this section, it
12   states, "It would be more appropriate to discuss impacts
13   to site-specific populations at the lease sale level
14   when a better understanding of who will be affected is
15   clear."
16             And that specific statement, what I'm
17   concerned about, how this conclusion came to be.  Were
18   health impacts ever evaluated and concluded that it
19   didn't have a great enough impact to discuss in this
20   EIS?  And is it at BOEM's discretion whether or not to
21   evaluate human health in the EIS?  It would seem that
22   BOEM would be concerned to see the link how this plan
23   would affect public health and safety, as NEPA states
24   and is quoted in the EIS.  And lastly, an HIA would give
25   BOEM a better understanding of who would be affected.  I
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 1   strongly recommend to BOEM to reconsider implementing an
 2   HIA plan.
 3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
 4   comments.
 5             Row four before I go to the -- George?
 6             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I forgot to introduce
 7   myself when I was talking.  My name is George Edwardson.
 8   I'm the president of Inupiat Community.
 9             And just to finish off, the EIS, environmental
10   impact statement, that means this is the process you use
11   to see if whatever development you're going to do is
12   safe or not safe.  The first EIS that came over the
13   Arctic Ocean was back in the late '80s, and we were
14   guaranteed one and a half major oil spills then.  We
15   were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi
16   when they done their first exploration.
17             And I forgot to give you my education.  I'm a
18   geologist.  I'm a mining and petroleum technician.  I
19   was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat
20   that ever came to the State of Alaska in 1968.  I was a
21   platform operator back then.  I've worked in the oil
22   industry from the days they started their exploration
23   until, you know, the pipeline was built.
24             My education was given to me by the
25   consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field while it was
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 1   being, you know, developed.  So the industry's
 2   consultants were my teachers when I went to school.  So
 3   as a people, we do know what is going on.  We understand
 4   what is going on.  It's no guesswork.
 5             And when you look at the EIS, it says if you
 6   see it not safe, you cannot do it.  Except today the EIS
 7   is used as an excuse to speed up whatever development,
 8   you know, the impact is being made for.  I understand
 9   and more than believe your hearts and your intentions
10   are good.  When you tell us you're a scientist, you do
11   what is right, I believe you.  But you have bosses that
12   have other plans.
13             When this lease sale was first conducted, the
14   United States found out it was not legal so they changed
15   the laws in order to make it have the appearance it was
16   legal.  The moment it was not legal, the lease sale
17   became invalid.  Yet today we're continuing this EIS
18   with the intent of continuing with this illegal sale
19   that had been conducted.
20             As a regional tribal government we have never
21   received a penny from any oil development.  Our
22   municipality, the North Slope Borough, received a
23   portion of what they should have coming to them.  But as
24   a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the
25   biggest to lose -- what moneys we receive from the
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 1   federal government are to do programs to assist our
 2   members, our people.  And we have to find other moneys
 3   in order to come to deal with, you know, hearings like
 4   this right here.  We have absolutely no kind of
 5   assistance from the federal government, yet you keep
 6   coming and coming and coming at it.  You know, what's
 7   right is right and this is wrong.
 8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments,
 9   George.
10             Okay.  Kaktovik?  Is there anyone at Kaktovik
11   who would like to speak and make a comment?
12             Nuiqsut?  Anyone at Nuiqsut who would like to
13   make a public comment?
14             Wainwright?  Anyone at Wainwright who would
15   like to make a comment?
16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here.
17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay?  Is anyone at
18   Point Lay?  Would they like to make a comment?
19             MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Yes.  Thank you very much.
20   My name is Marie Tracey.  Thank you for including us
21   villages in this teleconference.
22             I've never seen such large numbers of walrus
23   haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.
24   We've had belugas here in our village.  And when we get
25   the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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 1   the areas of the lease sales for industry to explore for
 2   oil.  I've heard the walrus, when they lose any members
 3   of their group, it's like going to a funeral.  It's so
 4   sad to listen to.  I have seen them make it to the beach
 5   and fallen asleep right in the surf.  This is when
 6   they're so tired.
 7             I know that -- I'd like to leave this thought
 8   with all of you.  When we have our Christmas feast in
 9   all our villages, think about what you're going to have
10   at that feast and what you're not going to have in five
11   and ten years from now.  Thank you very much.
12             MS. CILIA ATTUNGOWRUK:  Hi.  My name is Cilia
13   Attungowruk, C-i-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-w-r-u-k.
14             And I am strongly not agreeing with the
15   drilling in the ocean because I have a daughter, and I'm
16   planning on having a boy.  And I want my son to go
17   fishing and hunting on that ocean.  And if they're
18   drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are
19   not going to come back.  They're going to go around and
20   away.  They have nowhere else to go but here.  This is
21   it.  Thank you.
22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
23             Anyone else at Point Lay?
24             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Nobody at this time.  Thank
25   you.
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 1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 2             Let's move to the second row here.
 3             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.
 4             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, Anaktuvuk Pass.  I
 5   apologize.
 6             Anaktuvuk Pass?  Anybody for a public comment?
 7             MR. LAWRENCE BURRIS:  For the record, Lawrence
 8   Burris.  That first name is spelled L-a-w-r-e-n-c-e;
 9   last name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.
10             Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not
11   directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.
12   However, through trading and bartering and good will and
13   generosity we do receive marine mammals of subsistence
14   foods.  And, you know, it's important to our Inupiaq
15   brethren on the coast, it's important to us here in
16   Anaktuvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns
17   that are voiced here tonight.  And thank you very much.
18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
19             Anyone else there?
20             Okay.  Let's move to the second row here.
21   Next speaker.
22             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Good evening.  My name is
23   Geoff Carroll, G-e-o-f-f C-a-r-r-o-l-l.  Lots of double
24   letters.
25             I'd like to thank you for coming tonight.  And
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 1   I've got to say, I really do appreciate your new
 2   science-based approach.  I think it is a much better
 3   system now than what we had under MMS.  I'm glad to hear
 4   that you seem to value the opinions and the knowledge of
 5   the local residents.  And it sounds like your approach
 6   to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the
 7   Beaufort Seas as long as possible to gather as much
 8   information about those areas is -- you know, that's
 9   well warranted.
10             I support the combination of alternatives five
11   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
12   Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this
13   five-year leasing program.  And I say that because I
14   just do not think we're ready.  I mean, the people here
15   are not ready for this to happen.  The technology that
16   we have to work with isn't there.  There are just a lot
17   of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start
18   looking at it, but I don't think we're ready.
19             First and foremost, we cannot clean up an oil
20   spill at this point.  I don't see how anybody can get up
21   there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good
22   chance of cleaning up an oil spill.  I mean, maybe if it
23   happened on a nice calm warm summer day there would be a
24   chance, but much more likely it's going to be a horrible
25   stormy windy day and you're going to be dealing with
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 1   either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.
 2   And there's just no equipment that's made to work in
 3   that.
 4             You know, you hear of something like Shell oil
 5   saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.
 6   I mean, why would they even say that?  That's just
 7   silly.  I mean, out of all the big spills I don't think
 8   they've ever gotten above single digits.  I mean, they
 9   retrieve less than 10 percent of the oil.  And the Gulf
10   of Mexico, less than 10 percent.  Exxon Valdez -- I
11   mean, it just isn't there.  We can't clean up a spill.
12             And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we
13   don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.
14   I mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States
15   does not have an icebreaker.  I mean, that is absolutely
16   pathetic.
17             We have one that's sort of a half-baked
18   icebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even
19   think about banging around out in the Arctic and doing
20   things when we don't even have the capability of -- you
21   know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Polar Sea,
22   I mean, half the time those things were broken down, had
23   a broken rudder, they had this, they had that.  I mean,
24   how can a country that can't even build a decent
25   icebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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 1   Arctic?
 2             Another thing, the Coast Guard.  I really
 3   admire the Coast Guard.  I admire the people that work
 4   for the Coast Guard, but I think they're the first to
 5   say we're not set up to cover what's coming in the
 6   Arctic.  They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even
 7   the expected traffic that's coming through there.
 8   They've really got to phase up before they're anywhere
 9   near ready to deal with the Arctic.
10             You know, an oil spill at the wrong place, the
11   wrong time, you know, it could be devastating to
12   wildlife populations from everything from bowhead whales
13   to plankton.  And I think it's been stated several times
14   the subsistence harvest is extremely important
15   nutritionally and culturally to the local population and
16   it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this
17   time.
18             I don't know, it's probably a poor analogy,
19   but a couple months ago they had a great article in the
20   National Geographic about these guys that were climbing
21   these amazing mountains with no ropes.  I mean, it was
22   just incredible.  But, you know, it's also really crazy.
23   I mean, it's just foolish.  And I just equate that to
24   drilling oil in the Arctic without being able to clean
25   up an oil spill, is the same thing.  It's not -- we're
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 1   not there yet.  It's not time.
 2             So I guess I would just like to repeat, I
 3   would like to support a combination of alternatives five
 4   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
 5   Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year
 6   plan.
 7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments.
 8             And, sir, I believe you wanted to make a
 9   comment next?
10             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Yeah.
11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name, please, for
12   the record?
13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Elvis
14   Presley.
15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Elvis has left the building.
16             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  For
17   those of you that are American, they know me as Johnnie
18   Brower, but my Inupiaq country -- my Inupiaq name is
19   Nuvuk Kunaq.  And I'm not a United States citizen by
20   birth, and that's the way I like it.
21             The reason why you're here, the way you stated
22   it, is because of the way and the nature of what has
23   happened at the Gulf of Mexico district.  By all means,
24   they have all the industrial parts and places that can
25   facilitate and entertain the kind of problems that
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 1   occurred down there.
 2             But in an event hypothetically if something
 3   like that up here would develop, you don't have an
 4   industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,
 5   you don't have an industrial factory that can manipulate
 6   and make parts for things up here.
 7             You've heard from other people stating that we
 8   have some of the state of the art equipment and
 9   material.  One person mentioned that an icebreaker made
10   it to the North Pole but needed some parts to make it
11   back.  The country can have insufficient funds just to
12   promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then
13   have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a
14   part to it and then allow it to be able to come back, is
15   a very poor idea to one person's imagination.
16             To make things a little bit more
17   understandable, these EIS impact statements that's been
18   going on for quite some time, a lot of people come and
19   go.  They make their testimonies and they poured out
20   their hearts.  Some of them are not here anymore.  And
21   what's left of us, we're able to come and visit on the
22   entertainments of your appointments being here.
23             For me, I don't like the amount of time that
24   you guys use when you guys come to the communities.  You
25   guys make a hit and run and just take off.  The
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 1   community, it gets the idea that people get to say
 2   things, what they want to say a little bit, but then
 3   they have a lot of serious problems with it.  I wonder
 4   what they're going to do after they listen to us.
 5             Currently I'm an active member of the
 6   Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in
 7   the polar Arctic Alaska region.  I'm not in love with
 8   some of the activities that are going on, just to
 9   specifically state something within -- inside the state
10   boundaries of Alaska.  Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill
11   in '66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Umiat that was
12   already there in the 1940s.
13             And to say a little bit more -- elaborate a
14   little more about the Umiat area, my Native friends in
15   other communities, Inupiaq communities, utilize those
16   jurisdictions in Umiat area.  Personally, myself, I am
17   very appalled at the methods and the ways that are being
18   conducted in Umiat.  Previously before 1970, the
19   transformer fluid was utilized and abused in very
20   abusive ways.  And Congress passed a law in 1970
21   declaring the transformer fluid had some very serious
22   carcinogenic agents in 1917.
23             It saddens my heart for me to be able to say
24   this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was
25   removed from Umiat.  And it still continues to discover
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 1   that kind of material is leeching out of Umiat area
 2   after 2002.
 3             Now, from past exploration activities, if the
 4   United States Congress can budget these kind of things
 5   but cannot complete a cleanup and verify it like a
 6   really good professional house cleaner, certify it as
 7   they came in and cleaned it up, meaning that there'll be
 8   no other aftermath of the chemical in that location,
 9   now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no
10   telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.
11             I wouldn't approve any offshore lease sales or
12   development based on just what's happening in Umiat
13   alone by itself.  And I mean I would not approve
14   anything like that if I was a government official in
15   high place until the bottom line how to conduct and
16   thoroughly clean up something that occurred in the mid
17   1940s.
18             And to say it that way and that chemical, the
19   transformer fluid, is still leeching out and being
20   discovered in containers and being removed at
21   300 gallons at a time from Umiat area is mind-boggling.
22   And if there were some more other containers that are in
23   large quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw
24   floods, erodes, and damages an area where they were
25   buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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 1   where the fish are being conducted for subsistence
 2   harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and
 3   hunters, meaning because of what United States Congress
 4   passed a law in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has
 5   a very serious carcinogation to human health, that alone
 6   right there, still leeching on the Umiat, is giving me a
 7   real serious shake on my head.
 8             And that's the professionalism of what the
 9   United States Congress can produce.  And if United
10   States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of
11   things, they should prove to us United States
12   citizens -- that they made us to be United States
13   citizens even though we are not.  So give us something
14   to look at.  Give us something to understand.  You're
15   using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the
16   bush, but you've got a very serious problem in one
17   location that I am just holding on on purpose that is
18   not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job.
19   Thank you.
20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
21   comments.
22             We'll go back, but I understand that Atqasuk
23   village may be online.  Atqasuk?  Is that true?
24             Okay.  Harry?
25             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Harry Brower for the
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 1   record.  I just wanted to make a final comment with
 2   regards to the comments you've heard tonight.  I'd like
 3   to indicate that I support the comments of the AEWC and
 4   the North Slope Borough.
 5             In regards to the comments of the
 6   environmental impact statement, the draft EIS, it means
 7   something to our community to be able to work together
 8   in providing these comments, and I hope they are
 9   meaningfully addressed in time.
10             And, like I said, it's a short period, in my
11   opinion.  That's what I shared.  Before January 9th,
12   2012, we still have to go through this learning curve of
13   what is really meant in the EIS and the changes that --
14   new changes that occurred within the new organization
15   and how -- how compliant are these industry operators
16   going to be in terms of what we've seen in the past.  I
17   hope to see those changes in a meaningful way.  Thank
18   you.
19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much.
20             And you had your hand up over here?
21             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Hi.  Leandra de Sousa,
22   and I'm speaking for myself.  I had a question.  There's
23   no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if
24   you're going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.
25   In the EIS you only mention the liquefied natural gas
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 1   facilities.
 2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
 3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  So it's only mentioned
 4   for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's
 5   going to be implemented up here or not.  And my question
 6   is, what are the plans on that?
 7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't believe there are
 8   any plans at this time for LNG.
 9             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  And my other comment
10   is, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing
11   that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for
12   more than half of the year here.  And it doesn't matter
13   how much complete information that you -- that you would
14   ever be able to get that for the open water season,
15   you'll still have this whole black box that you don't
16   know what's happening.
17             That's a future risk in post development and
18   the government and some cooperation has to be done to
19   fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's
20   possible, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russia,
21   international effort, because it is the Arctic as a
22   whole even though it's being explored on the United
23   States waters.  So it's something that has to be looked
24   and addressed at least saying there's -- it's a long,
25   long time of the year that not much is going on
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 1   biologically.  Thank you.
 2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 3             And over here?
 4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Once again, for the record,
 5   my name is Louisa Riley, R-i-l-e-y.
 6             One of the things I remember from the elders
 7   is if there's a problem, try to give some suggestions as
 8   to what might be a solution.  We have lots and lots and
 9   lots of wind, you know, all year round.  And then during
10   the summer months, we have lots and lots of sunshine, 24
11   hours a day.  We need to think about quit being the
12   corporate oil tradition and to give more to wind or sun
13   or both.  And I think that would solve a lot of our
14   problems.  Thank you.
15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Very good
16   comments.  Thank you.
17             Sir, your name for the record?
18             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Geoff Carroll.  I think
19   you've got the spelling.
20             A couple things I forgot to mention.  The wind
21   thing is one issue.  And, boy, this fall, I mean, it has
22   just been one big winter storm after another.  I mean,
23   we had the hurricane for a while and a week later we had
24   another major winter storm and then another one.  Boy,
25   they were big.  Maybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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 1   looks like there's big changes going on with the weather
 2   in that respect.  And I think it's just going to become
 3   more stormy up here.
 4             Another thing -- and this is something,
 5   actually, we talked about last year when you were
 6   here -- my son, Gunnar, came with me to the meeting and
 7   he had done a science fair project.  And one of the aces
 8   in the hole that the oil company always held up about
 9   oil spills is, well, if we can't get it any other way,
10   we could burn it.  So as part of his experiment, we were
11   checking to see how successful a person could be at
12   burning oil in water.
13             And basically we took a big measured amount
14   of North -- we got our hands on some North Slope crude
15   and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at
16   room temperature.  And we had a blowtorch on it and best
17   possible chance of burning it.  In ideal circumstances,
18   you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there
19   burnt.  There were still lots of black stuff in the
20   water, but you could hold the torch right on and it
21   wouldn't burn.  Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there
22   was still lots of stuff in the water.
23             So then we cooled the water down to just above
24   zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing.  So then it
25   was down to 17 percent of it burnt.  And then we mixed
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 1   ice and water in there and then it was down to
 2   13 percent.  So it's like -- you know, and that was
 3   pretty ideal conditions.  That wasn't when there was
 4   waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of
 5   things going on.  This was in a pan in a room.
 6             Again, I don't think we have any ability to
 7   deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we
 8   get a little better at that.  It's pretty scary to think
 9   about mucking around out there with exploration and
10   drilling.  Thank you.
11             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Sounds like Gunnar
12   is a future BOEM scientist.
13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't want to forget
14   anybody on line.  Does anyone on line have a comment
15   from any of the villages?
16             Kaktovik?  Nuiqsut?  Point Hope?  Wainwright?
17   Point Lay?  Aktuvuk (ph)?
18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk.
19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm still learning.  I'm
20   still learning.
21             Let me see if there's anybody else in the
22   audience that would like to make another comment.
23             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  I do.  One more.  Thank
24   you.  Bill Tracey again.
25             I want to speak a little bit on studies.  I've
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 1   got a problem with helicopters.  If you're doing a real
 2   study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we
 3   would do this by boat.  We would do this on foot.  We
 4   would camp in those areas, and we would capture the real
 5   animals as they naturally are.
 6             When you get industry or a contractor, a
 7   third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use
 8   helicopters or a fixed-wing airplane.  And what they're
 9   studying now is a scared animal, a scared whale.  They
10   don't act the same.  So when you get information from
11   these studies, you're not getting the real thing.  I
12   just wanted to point that out.
13             We've had -- one terrific study in the Point
14   Lay area was red-throated loon conducted by folks at
15   UAF.  It was a three-year grant.  They squeezed a fourth
16   year in.  And I commend those folks because they did it
17   all on foot.  They used a boat to get up the river and
18   make a base camp.  And they studied these loons and they
19   got the true bird, how it acts and lives up there.  And
20   they found out just about everything they can about the
21   loon.  We've had industry do studies up and down the
22   lagoon, and of course it was in a helicopter.
23             People talked about caribou tonight.  We had
24   some pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the
25   same time that there happened to be a coal mine study.
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 1   The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay
 2   where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and calving
 3   areas.  With all that noise of course from the
 4   helicopters there were no caribou for multiple years.
 5   That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess
 6   what?  The caribou is back.
 7             So when you read some of these studies, look
 8   at how they were conducted and then take that with a
 9   grain of salt.  Just something I wanted to pass on to
10   you.  Thank you.
11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very valuable.  Thank you
12   very much for that.
13             Anyone else?  We still have a few minutes
14   here.
15             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  I would like to add a
16   written statement, which I will provide once I have
17   access to a printer.  I might mail them in.  And this is
18   on behalf of Pew Environment.
19             Some of their views are -- let's see.  Four
20   points here:  Honoring the community; input in values;
21   risk to communities and subsistence way of life; a new
22   approach by the Department of Interior, BOEM.
23             And I'll start with the fact that there are
24   already millions of acres based in the Beaufort and
25   Chukchi Seas.  So millions of acres in the Chukchi and
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 1   Beaufort Sea have already been leased to the oil and gas
 2   industry.  There are still significant questions about
 3   whether or not exploration and development can move
 4   forward safely on the acreage that has already been
 5   sold.
 6             Until oil spill prevention and response and
 7   protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,
 8   there is no need to create additional conflict and
 9   uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new
10   lease sales between 2012 and 2017.
11             Oil spill cleanup.  The fact that there is no
12   proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic
13   conditions with cold temperatures, limited ability,
14   broken sea ice, and high winds on top of the industrial
15   activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,
16   seismic activities, can impact bowhead, walrus, fish,
17   and other subsistence resources, very importantly, the
18   lack of information, the fact that there is little
19   baseline science that exists to measure the effects of
20   the spill on the Arctic ecosystem.
21             And this is where I'd like to speak very
22   personally, also on behalf of Pew once again.  The
23   Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional
24   foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq
25   people for thousands of years.  The federal government
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 1   must more effectively listen and incorporate the
 2   communities' traditional knowledge and perspective.
 3             Over the years Arctic communities and Alaska
 4   Native organizations have asked MMS, BOEM, BOEMRE, to
 5   remove subsistence use areas from the Beaufort and
 6   Chukchi program area boundaries.  Many of these areas
 7   have not been removed from leasing in the past.  There
 8   is no reason to delay implementation of subsistence
 9   deferrals that are well established and that will not
10   change during the next five years.
11             Recognition of these critical hunting and
12   fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 program plan will
13   reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide
14   greater certainty to all stakeholders.
15             And I would also like to add again the
16   importance of BOEM, the federal government, to ensure
17   the perpetuation of values and culture for our future
18   generations by -- through more education and awareness
19   on these processes.  Thank you.
20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
21             George, I understand . . .
22             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Excuse me.  I forgot
23   to -- this is George Edwardson.  I forgot to mention --
24   can you hear me?
25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
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 1             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yesterday afternoon
 2   before I started home I went to a meeting of the
 3   scientists of the federal government and the State of
 4   Alaska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the
 5   marine mammals.  And the topic was, you know, why are
 6   these seals dying off, why are the walruses in a
 7   situation they're in.
 8             There was NOAA, there was, you know, that
 9   NMFS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Alaska Fish and Game.  All
10   the state and federal agencies were looking at what was
11   going on with these seals and walrus, why was it
12   happening like that.
13             And finally when they came to the end, came to
14   summarize, you know, just how much we know whether as a
15   state or as a federal government, they couldn't even
16   give you an estimate on how many different types of
17   seals they were or where the seals went or why were
18   walruses in that situation they're in.  They couldn't
19   even come up with a number on ring seals, on spotted
20   seals, on bearded seals, on walruses.  They couldn't
21   even come up with a number to start with.
22             And that is something scary, and here you're
23   in the process of attempting to conduct a lease sale.
24   How can you do that when you don't even know what's in
25   the ocean?  It's putting a blind on and then going out
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 1   and going sword fighting.
 2             What are you going to do?  Let's get real.
 3   Sometimes this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop
 4   here.  We're practical people.  We're intelligent
 5   people.  We should all start acting like that.
 6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.
 7             Anyone else who would like to make some
 8   closing comments?  We have a few more minutes.  I don't
 9   want anyone to feel they were neglected.  Everything is
10   important.
11             Anyone in the villages on line that have
12   anything to say?
13             Okay.  I'm going to turn it over to Rosemary.
14             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  It's important to
15   recognize that there's important things to support.
16   There was some really good comments that came out of the
17   borough, on the Wildlife Department.  There was some
18   really good comments that came out from Geoff.  I really
19   appreciate Heather's comments; some of our elders,
20   Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill.  His good
21   comments in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.
22             These are very important comments, and we've
23   worked really hard on staying involved in this process,
24   becoming educated in all the various things.  We have a
25   lot vested in this process.  Our future generations are
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 1   depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray
 2   that a good decision comes.
 3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
 4   for your comments, Rosemary.
 5             Anybody else have any comments before we end
 6   it?
 7             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Well, I just want
 8   to thank everyone for their comments and for
 9   participating.  A lot of the comments were -- I mean,
10   how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the
11   comments are really came through.  And I just can't tell
12   you how much I appreciate and all of us here at BOEM
13   appreciate you taking the time and sharing them with us.
14             We've talked about -- we've had other meetings
15   over the past week or so, and a lot of these same issues
16   have been discussed in smaller settings.  This is a very
17   sort of formal setting.  You know, you provide us
18   comments and we listen.  And it's extremely useful, but
19   I also found the smaller settings can be much more
20   interactive and we can have sort of real human
21   conversations to be useful as well.
22             And so I appreciate you going through this
23   formal process, but I don't want to leave you with the
24   impression that this will be our only conversation or
25   this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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 1             Again, we've proposed a program that would
 2   have any potential leasing far down the record.  Part of
 3   the reason why we did that is to build in time for these
 4   types of sessions, but also what I consider even more
 5   productive smaller group sessions.  And so my staff will
 6   be here for that purpose, to gather information, collect
 7   traditional knowledge, inform our decision-making.  And
 8   I will be on the North Slope again soon myself.
 9             So, again, thank you very much.  I really
10   appreciate your time.  I really appreciate the
11   thoughtfulness and the sincerity you brought to
12   everything you said tonight.  So thank you.
13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And with that, could we ask
14   that someone give a closing blessing?
15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I do that for a living, so I
16   might as well.
17             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  This is Point
18   Lay.
19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Go ahead, Point Lay.
20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Our meeting was canceled due
21   to our weather and there were other functions that night
22   and we had canceled the meeting.  Would they be coming
23   back to Point Lay for another village meeting?
24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will see what we can do,
25   Point Lay.  This is Jim Kendall.  It may be in person,
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 1   it may be a teleconference, but we're very sorry we
 2   didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely
 3   get your input.
 4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  All right.  Thank you.
 5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
 6   for dialing in.
 7             (Blessing given.)
 8             (Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m.)
 9
10
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 2            (Invocation given by Nellie Nanauq.)


 3            DR. JIM KENDALL: This is Jim Kendall with the


 4  Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.


 5            Now I will ask, who is on line, please?


 6            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Point Lay.


 7            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Point Lay.


 8            Anybody else?


 9            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Kaktovik.


10            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Kaktovik.


11            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Wainwright.


12            DR. JIM KENDALL: We hear you, Wainwright.


13  Thank you.


14            Anybody else?


15            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Anaktuvuk Pass.


16            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Loud and clear.


17            That's four.  Anyone else?


18            Okay.  If anyone signs on later on, that's


19  fine.


20            My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm with the Bureau


21  of Ocean Energy Management, and I'd like to introduce


22  the very first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy


23  Management.  We're a new agency.  We have a very new


24  director all the way from Washington, D.C., Director


25  Tommy Beaudreau.
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 1            DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Thanks,


 2  Dr. Kendall.


 3            My name is Tommy Beaudreau.  I'm the first


 4  director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy


 5  Management.  As many of you know, following the oil


 6  spill in the Gulf of Mexico last summer, the Department


 7  of the Interior reorganized the former Minerals


 8  Management Service, MMS.


 9            The purpose for the reorganization was to


10  divide up the functions of the former MMS so that each


11  function could be performed better.  Under MMS you had


12  resource management, environmental assessments, leasing


13  and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as


14  revenue collection.


15            And because the revenues/royalties related to


16  offshore oil and gas activity were so large and so


17  important to the country, a lot of the focus of the


18  agency was on the revenue collections side and less


19  focus, less management focus, less attention, was


20  devoted to safety environmental studies.  The people did


21  those jobs and worked very hard at them, but because of


22  the demands and all of the other demands within the


23  agency those functions didn't get enough attention,


24  didn't get enough resources.


25            And so following the spill, one of the reforms
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 1  that was implemented was to reorganize offshore oil and


 2  gas oversight.  And that involved establishing three new


 3  agencies:  The Office of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,


 4  which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has


 5  been moved to a separate part of the Interior


 6  Department -- and then as of October, the division


 7  between my agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy


 8  Management, and the safety authority, the Bureau of


 9  Safety and Environmental Enforcement.


10            And so I'm with BOEM.  I'm the first director


11  of BOEM.  BOEM's responsibility is really as a science


12  agency.  Our job is to do resource evaluations -- that


13  involves geologists and geophysicists -- to help


14  understand what resource potential exists offshore, to


15  do environmental studies and environmental evaluation,


16  to assess the impacts of oil and gas activity on the


17  environment -- that includes biologists, marine mammal


18  specialists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and


19  also we have social scientists concerned with


20  archaeological, cultural, and economic issues.


21            And so we're really a resource manager science


22  organization and policy organization.  Our counterpart


23  BSEE is a pure safety authority now.  Their


24  responsibility is -- involves engineers who look at


25  drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,
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 1  and the inspectors who go out and make sure that


 2  operations are being conducted safely.  And they also


 3  have responsibility for oil spill response planning and


 4  coordinating with the Coast Guard and other federal


 5  partners in connection with fulfilling that


 6  responsibility.  So that's broadly speaking what our


 7  agency does, what the reorganization was about.


 8            I want to thank you all very much for


 9  attending tonight.  It's a Friday night, it's in


10  December, it's close to the holidays, I know everybody


11  has other things that they could be doing, but I really


12  appreciate you giving us the time to have this


13  conversation and have this hearing about our next


14  five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and


15  gas, which includes some plans with respect to the


16  Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.


17            Really quick I'll give a brief overview of


18  what we propose, particularly with respect to Alaska,


19  and then Dr. Kendall will go into a little more detail


20  up front.  But really the purpose of this meeting and


21  what we want to have happen at this meeting is to


22  receive input and comments from you.  That's really what


23  it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that


24  you've taken the time to join us tonight.


25            Our five-year plan, we're responsible under
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 1  the law, under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, to


 2  develop a five-year plan that lays out a schedule for


 3  potential oil and gas leasing offshore.  It's our


 4  responsibility under the law to do that.


 5            Whenever we schedule a sale under that plan,


 6  it's not set in stone.  It's a potential sale.  It's


 7  something that we've calendared, but the Secretary has


 8  the authority to either go forward with the sale or not


 9  go forward with the sale.


10            With respect to Alaska, what is reflected in


11  our draft proposed program is a new approach to offshore


12  oil and gas leasing in the Arctic.  We have scheduled


13  one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale


14  in the Beaufort.  And we've scheduled both of those


15  sales late in the program; the Chukchi sale in 2016


16  potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,


17  potentially.


18            The reason we did that is we want to build in


19  time to, A, continue with scientific research, to


20  inform, first of all, whether or not leasing should go


21  forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.


22  That includes making use of traditional knowledge and


23  input from local communities.


24            Two, as all of you in this room know, if


25  activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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 1  a lot of thought needs to be given to what sort of


 2  infrastructure needs to be in place to support that


 3  activity, including oil spill response.


 4            And then third, we really want to take a


 5  different approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in


 6  the Arctic.  In the past, essentially some deferral


 7  areas were set aside.  But other than that, the entire


 8  area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi


 9  was made available to the companies to bid on.  That was


10  the traditional model in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was


11  essentially applied here in the Arctic.


12            We have something very different in mind for


13  the future.  What we would like is to have a much more


14  narrowly tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic


15  that is focused on, first, where the resource potential


16  is, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then


17  second, where the potential environmentally sensitive


18  areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as


19  subsistence hunting and fishing.


20            And so we want to design a program that


21  essentially looks at where the resource is and then with


22  forethought and consideration de-conflicts any potential


23  lease sale to remove conflicts with environmentally


24  sensitive areas and with alternative uses like


25  subsistence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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 1  offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maximum


 2  extent possible.


 3            So that's what's in our proposed program in a


 4  nutshell.  We are looking forward to getting public


 5  input on that to help us define what any potential lease


 6  sale would look like in light of those principles I just


 7  articulated.


 8            So Dr. Kendall will now go through a little


 9  bit about our process.  We'll do it quickly.  I think we


10  owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but


11  we don't want to take up too much time because, again,


12  what the session tonight is really about is hearing


13  input from you and not us talking.  So with that, I'll


14  turn it over to Jim.


15            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Director


16  Beaudreau.


17            Again, my name is Jim Kendall.  Many of you


18  recognize me.  I've been here before.  But last time I


19  was here, I was in an acting capacity.  They sent me up


20  from Washington and said, "Okay.  Go up there for two or


21  three months and hold the fort down until we decide what


22  to do."  Well, that was a long time ago and I guess they


23  liked me and y'all liked me because now I'm here.  And


24  it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a lot more of


25  me.
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 1            Before we go on, I want to introduce the rest


 2  of our team.  We've got Bonnie Robson here.  Bonnie.


 3  Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the leasing division


 4  that is responsible for the proposed program.  She also


 5  was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so


 6  she's one of you.


 7            We've got Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our


 8  community liaison.  Many of you know Mike.  I depend on


 9  him to educate me on how to work with the communities


10  and just do a good job.  So I'm very thankful to Mike.


11            John Callahan.  John Callahan is from the


12  Office of Public Affairs.  He makes sure that when we


13  try to get something out to the communities, it's in a


14  way that is acceptable, that we get the message out and


15  that it's clear.


16            Rob McWhorter.  Rob McWhorter works for


17  another government agency called Argonne National Labs,


18  a very prestigious organization that is helping us with


19  the EIS, the environmental impact statement.  And I'll


20  go into that.


21            Janine Tobias.  Janine is from another agency


22  that I'll mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety


23  and Environmental Enforcement.


24            And last but not least, probably the second


25  most important person in the room -- you're number one.


Page 11


 1  We're here to hear you tonight.  The second most


 2  important person in the room is Valerie.  Now, Valerie


 3  is our court reporter.  And we want to make sure that


 4  everything that you say, your feelings, what you


 5  believe, Valerie gets down.  So, please, when we get to


 6  the public comment part, please state your name, spell


 7  your name, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk


 8  slow enough that Valerie can get it.  And that would be


 9  great.


10            So anyways, I'm going to go through a


11  PowerPoint here very briefly.  We have been listening to


12  the communities.  And sometimes when we do this, we


13  either bring too many pieces of paper or not enough or


14  not enough information to start the discussion.  So to


15  try to level the playing field so we're all starting


16  from the same place, let's take about ten minutes to


17  walk you through why we're here, to build on what


18  Director Beaudreau said.


19            First of all, we're talking about all of these


20  words, too many words.  Those are the official


21  bureaucratic words.  The first thing we're talking about


22  is the proposed program for 2012 to 2017.  "Proposed,"


23  that's a keyword.  Along with the proposed program is a


24  draft environmental impact statement, or a draft EIS.


25  So what we're talking about tonight is a proposed


Page 12


 1  program, not final, and a draft EIS, not final.


 2            Next slide please.


 3            As Director Beaudreau said, we're from the


 4  Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  That was the


 5  previous MMS that's broken up into three organizations;


 6  one organization that handled the money.  They moved out


 7  to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the


 8  engineers, the people that are out there actually


 9  inspecting things that know the engineering.  They're in


10  the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  And


11  there's a new word there, "environmental enforcement."


12  Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,


13  but they're also making sure that the environmental


14  mitigations that have been put in place and the


15  environment laws and regulations are followed.  Very


16  important.


17            Then those of us that were responsible for


18  doing the environmental reviews, doing the science,


19  following the laws like the Marine Mammal Protection


20  Act, we are in BOEM.  We manage the resource.  We're not


21  worried about the money.  We're worried about the


22  resource, working with the communities.  And the


23  engineers in BSEE worry about safety and environmental


24  compliance.


25            Next slide.
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 1            I threw this up.  Again, too many words.  The


 2  OCS Lands Act.  And we've heard this in the past and I


 3  heard this today at another meeting, you've been -- you,


 4  people like us, have been coming up here for 30 years


 5  and people say the same thing.  I want to point out it's


 6  not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30


 7  years, it's that the law requires us to be here.


 8            Before the Secretary can even propose a lease


 9  sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan.  Okay?  And a


10  five-year plan is required every five years.  And so


11  it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and


12  a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on.  But


13  before you do that, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands


14  Act requires that we come out and talk to the community


15  so you know what's going on.


16            So I know it's difficult, it's a Friday night,


17  it's during the Christmas holidays, but you ought to


18  feel a little bit good that the law says, okay, you


19  people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the


20  communities and see what they have to say.  They're


21  important.  And so that's why we're here.


22            Next slide, please.


23            Where we are in the process.  And, in fact, I


24  I'm going to walk up here a little bit so I can touch


25  things.  We're at the very beginning of this five-year
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 1  plan for 2012 to 2017.  It's very broad.  Okay?  It's a


 2  broad document.


 3            Then would come a lease sale phase that


 4  Mr. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year


 5  plan, which is still not complete, then there may or may


 6  not be lease sales in it.  Well, if the Secretary


 7  decides those lease sales should proceed, then we have a


 8  process for public input.  We come back up here.  We


 9  talk to the communities.  You saw us last year, two


10  years ago, three years ago.  This is what's going on.


11  You need to know what's going on.  So that's why we come


12  back.


13            And then it proceeds through exploration,


14  production, and decommissioning.  If any of this occurs,


15  then it has to be returned to the way it was.


16            Next slide, please.


17            What is in this proposed plan right now?


18  Well, right now there are six areas included; a little


19  sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Gulf


20  of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the


21  Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.


22            If you've been following the process, a couple


23  of years ago there was a draft proposed program that had


24  more areas in it.  And as we start moving toward a


25  final, and we're not there yet, areas disappear for one
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 1  reason or another and there's a lot of discussion that


 2  goes on.


 3            Next slide, please.


 4            So probably what we're really interested in


 5  tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi.  Now, I'm


 6  going to repeat some of the things that Director


 7  Beaudreau said because these are very important.  There


 8  is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for


 9  the Chukchi for 2016.  Those have been intentionally


10  been pushed toward the end of the program so there's


11  more time for discussion, there's more time for more


12  science, there's more time to look at infrastructure.


13  All the things people are concerned with, we have got


14  time to consider even if they end up in the plan.


15            Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are


16  some areas that have already been taken out of the plan.


17  This red area here is a deferral, 25 miles.  Off of


18  Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off


19  of Kaktovik.  It's already been decided that nothing


20  should occur there.  There will be no lease sale there.


21            But that's not the end, and this is where


22  Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting


23  together a new way of doing business.  We've been doing


24  science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but


25  NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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 1            MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: Why is it only 25


 2  miles?  If you do too much seismic explorations, you


 3  destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two


 4  months of microscopic animals that the endangered


 5  species animals eat already during the seismic


 6  explorations.  And if you only have a 25-mile buffer and


 7  then you do another five years of seismic exploration,


 8  you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the


 9  endangered species animals, they won't have any places


10  to go feed left.


11            DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a very good question.


12  This is not --


13            MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: I would ask you to


14  extend that to 200 miles.


15            DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, it's not written in


16  stone yet.  So that's a good comment.  And we need your


17  name.  Your name, sir?


18            MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: My name is Nuvuk


19  Kunaq.


20            DR. JIM KENDALL: Good.  See, that's what


21  we're getting at.  This is the new way.  Right now,


22  that's what it is in this proposed document.  Right now


23  as we speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking


24  these comments, we're taking the science that's been


25  done, and we want to take in traditional knowledge --
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 1  sometimes I call it traditional science -- on what areas


 2  should also be red.


 3            As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,


 4  these whole areas were offered up for lease.  That's not


 5  going to happen.  Right now we're looking at where are


 6  the whale migration routes, where are special


 7  subsistence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.


 8            And if we look at those areas and we look at


 9  where there's some oil and gas, we want to de-conflict


10  areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas could


11  occur and not impact subsistence and the whale


12  migrations and things and where should it not occur.


13            So your question is right on and the last


14  chapter is not written yet.  So you're right on.


15            Next slide, please.


16            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Excuse me?


17            DR. JIM KENDALL: Hello?


18            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Excuse me.  Hello?


19            DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.  Hello.


20            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: For those of us that are in


21  the villages, would you have the people come up to the


22  mic, please, so we could hear their comments, too?


23  Thank you.


24            DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  Thank you.  We're not


25  really to the public comment period yet.  And when we
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 1  do, we will have a mic.  But the gentleman had a very


 2  good comment about the slide, so I didn't want to put


 3  him off until the comment period.  We're only going to


 4  have a few more minutes here.


 5            Next slide.


 6            Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is


 7  considered.  That would be an industry interest only


 8  sale, that if there is any substantial interest by


 9  industry to actually have a sale in there.  Then we


10  would start the process within terms of the National


11  Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera.  But


12  we're not going to extend resources in an area where no


13  one is interested in terms of industry, because those


14  are resources we can devote to other areas where there


15  may be interest.


16            Next slide.


17            This environmental impact statement I'm


18  talking about, this book, this is it here.  It's not


19  three copies of it.  It's one document.  One


20  environmental impact statement, it's three volumes.


21  It's huge.  Sorry about that, but there's a lot of


22  people working on it.


23            What is this all about?


24            Slide.  Next.


25            It's to disclose plans.  For transparency, we
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 1  want people to know what other people are talking about,


 2  what industry is talking about, what the government is


 3  talking about, what others are talking about.  So we


 4  want everybody to know what people are talking about.


 5            Next.


 6            It's also to involve the public.


 7  Congratulations, you are now part of the process.


 8            Next slide.


 9            To identify and evaluate alternatives.  There


10  are some alternatives, I believe, over on that wall.


11  Now, since this is a proposed document, nothing is


12  written in stone, and things may go away.  It may be


13  that as we move through the process -- we talked to


14  people, we looked at the science, we considered


15  traditional knowledge -- through all these areas, the


16  areas where a lease sale might occur and the number of


17  sales may change.  Okay?  So it's not finished.


18            Next.


19            To avoid negative effects.  That's right, sir,


20  we don't want damage to the environment.  We don't want


21  damage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera.


22  That's part of the law.  So that is considered in this


23  document.


24            Next.


25            And to unify environmental analysis.  We don't
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 1  want a cookie cutter.  There has to be a way of pulling


 2  all the science together and all the people that are


 3  doing the work.  For example, this document here, this


 4  massive document, it's not just us.  NOAA was a


 5  cooperating agency.  They helped with it.  The State of


 6  Alaska helped with it.  And last but not least, the


 7  North Slope Borough helped us with this document.


 8            So in terms of unifying environmental


 9  analysis, we want to make sure that anybody that has


10  information or can contribute to the document has their


11  say so we don't miss anything.  Because when Director


12  Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,


13  the ultimate decision-maker, they can lay the


14  information out and show the Secretary what has been


15  done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be


16  made based on the best available science, information,


17  and traditional knowledge, which is very important in


18  the Arctic.


19            Next slide, please.


20            Some of the things that are in this


21  document -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect


22  of noise, seismic surveying, the noise that comes from


23  drilling, service vessels.  If there was something that


24  happened after a lease sale and there was some


25  development and some exploration disturbances in terms
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 1  of pipeline or anchoring, air emissions, related coastal


 2  activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these


 3  are things that have to be discussed up front and


 4  they're in this document.


 5            Next.


 6            And the list goes on.  Marine and coastal


 7  birds, fisheries, marine mammals, ecological resources,


 8  socioeconomics, subsistence.  They're in the document.


 9  We think it's a good document, but it's not perfect.  We


10  want help with it.  So that's why it's out for review


11  and for anybody to comment.  What did we miss?  Did we


12  miss some citations?  Does traditional knowledge say


13  something that we ought to have in this document?


14  That's what this is all about.


15            Next.


16            Deepwater Horizon.  Director Beaudreau


17  mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad


18  accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people


19  died, a lot of oil in the water, 5 million barrels, a


20  lot of pollution.  That cannot be allowed to happen


21  again.


22            So not only was our agency, the previous MMS,


23  restructured, but there's been new laws and regulations,


24  new things have been discussed.  For example, many of


25  you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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 1  the Arctic.  Well, instead of waiting to build that


 2  capping containment system that they built in the Gulf


 3  while everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to


 4  have one ready to go in the Arctic immediately.  So


 5  things like that are considered.  There has to be a


 6  third party verifying that a blowout preventer works.


 7  So there's been a lot of changes to make sure that


 8  tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the


 9  document.


10            Next.


11            I'm about to end.  I've talked too much.  But


12  to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit


13  the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 knowing


14  that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new


15  one has to start.  We started this process in 2008 and


16  there was a draft proposed program in January of 2009.


17            Not so fast.


18            MR. MIKE HALLER: Sorry.


19            DR. JIM KENDALL: And then from January 2009


20  to March 2011, we collected more information.  So now


21  you have the proposed program, not a final, and a draft


22  EIS.


23            Next.


24            And from November through January 2012, we're


25  collecting comments on this document so that we can make
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 1  it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the


 2  Secretary of the Interior, they have the best


 3  information, the best science, the best traditional


 4  knowledge, the best economic analysis, so a decision can


 5  be made that everybody knows how it was made.


 6            Next.


 7            And sometime next year, late next year, we


 8  will have a final program that may look very different


 9  from the one now in terms of the sizes of the areas.  It


10  may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified.  And


11  then we'll have a new and improved EIS.  And all that


12  will go to the Secretary and to the Congress.  And


13  that's what the law requires.  We're going to take


14  advantage of this time to make sure it's the absolute


15  best documents and plan we can come up with.


16            Next.


17            And then finally, last slide.  It's in the


18  document, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging


19  somewhere, you can go to our web site and look at the


20  document and submit comments.  You can send comments to


21  Mr. James Bennett.  You can take one of the discs.  And


22  we've got a couple of copies of the big document that


23  Rob has.


24            So our goal here is for people to know what's


25  being discussed and help us provide the decision-maker
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 1  with the best information to make the best decision for


 2  everybody.  So that's why we're here tonight.


 3            And you've probably heard too much of me


 4  speaking, but before we get right into the public


 5  comment period, I understand there are some


 6  representatives of the local area involved here.


 7            And, Emma, I know I asked you to give me a


 8  list, and you're on that last, but because we're in the


 9  North Slope Borough and this is your chambers, would you


10  mind giving your opening comments and then introducing


11  our next colleagues from the Alaska Eskimo Whaling


12  Commission?


13            MS. EMMA POKON: Thank you.  Good evening.  My


14  name is Emma Pokon, E-m-m-a P-o-k-o-n.  I'm an assistant


15  attorney for the North Slope Borough.


16            On behalf of the North Slope Borough, I wanted


17  to say thank you for coming to Barrow.  Thank you for


18  traveling around the North Slope and visiting the


19  communities that would be affected by any activity


20  offshore.  We think it's really important that the


21  agency hears from community members, from the residents,


22  and understands what their concerns are.  So thank you


23  for making an effort to do that.


24            Like many of our residents, the North Slope


25  Borough is concerned about offshore development.  We met
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 1  earlier today.  We'll continue to be involved in the


 2  NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submit


 3  formal written comments during the comment period.


 4            We're here because of the five-year plan, but


 5  I also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge


 6  encouragement that we received today, encouragement that


 7  our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is


 8  listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that


 9  we've raised.


10            Today there was a conditional approval of


11  Shell's Chukchi Sea exploration plan.  But among the


12  conditions on the approval was a requirement that Shell


13  cease drilling into zones capable of flowing liquid


14  hydrocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date


15  of ice encroachment, on September 24th.  This is an


16  important step in the right direction, and so I wanted


17  to take a moment to say thank you and also to


18  acknowledge that we think that this signals that the


19  agency is listening to the comments that the public


20  offers at these meetings and work that the borough and


21  other entities put into in reviewing these documents.


22            So, again, thank you and welcome to Barrow.


23            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


24            MS. EMMA POKON: Johnny Aiken is the executive


25  director of AEWC, and I believe he has a statement that
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 1  he wanted to make this evening.


 2            MR. JOHNNY AIKEN: Is it okay if I sit here?


 3            DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Yeah.  Absolutely.


 4            MR. JOHNNY AIKEN: Thank you.  Good evening,


 5  Mr. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues.  For


 6  the record, my name is Johnny Aiken, executive director


 7  of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.


 8            First of all, I would like to congratulate you


 9  on your new position and to welcome you to Barrow.


10  First, let me say that we really appreciate you coming


11  to our community to talk with us on some of the issues


12  that are important to us.


13            The work you are doing is very important


14  because it can have a significant effect on all of us


15  here on the North Slope.  We appreciate having this


16  opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our


17  issues.  I also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower


18  and I yesterday and being able to talk with us and your


19  colleagues on a one-on-one basis.  I hope you have


20  enjoyed your stay so far in Barrow.


21            I want to start by making it very clear to you


22  what AEWC's job is.  Our job is to protect the bowhead


23  whale and its habitat, and the bowhead whale subsistence


24  hunt especially.  That is why AEWC was formed and that


25  is what everyone in our communities looks to us to do.
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 1            AEWC represents 11 villages from -- all the


 2  way down from the St. Lawrence Island to the Village of


 3  Kaktovik in the east.  We have tried not to get involved


 4  with supporting or opposing oil and gas development, and


 5  we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead


 6  whale and its habitat.  And that is what AEWC has always


 7  done since we were first formed in 1977.


 8            In the last few years, we have been seeing a


 9  significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.


10  The last time we saw this much interest in offshore oil


11  and gas exploration and development was in the 1980s,


12  but that died down much to our relief all the way


13  through the 1990s except for BP's work to develop


14  Northstar.  It was pretty quiet, but there were still


15  some offshore activity going on every year.


16            In the 1980s, there were a lot of impacts to


17  our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village


18  of Kaktovik and Nuiqsut so that the AEWC and those


19  hunters learned how to deal with those impacts.  Our


20  federal government did not help us very much so we


21  learned how to work closely and directly with the


22  industry to develop mitigation measures to keep their


23  work from interfering with our hunt.  This is the way we


24  do things.


25            Where we live up here, it's pretty remote, as
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 1  you may have seen these past few days.  Not as remote as


 2  it used to be, but still pretty remote.  If we don't


 3  find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get


 4  done and we will not have survived up here for all this


 5  time.


 6            The AEWC developed the Conflict Avoidance


 7  Agreement by working every year with the offshore


 8  operators who were coming up here.  Every year we have


 9  had to learn about their operations and observe their


10  impacts to our whales and our hunting.  And we had to


11  develop mitigation measures that would work for our


12  whalers and also the industry.


13            This hasn't always been easy and sometimes we


14  don't see things in the same way and end up in serious


15  disagreements, but we just keep doing this because they


16  want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our


17  whaling.


18            We have had to figure out how to share that


19  area with the industry and to make sure that the habitat


20  out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can


21  keep hunting them.  The Conflict Avoidance Agreement is


22  the best tool we have for making all of this work.  And


23  the industry has been able to get a lot done under the


24  Conflict Avoidance Agreement while the whalers are


25  assured that there will be no interference with the
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 1  hunt.


 2            There's been a lot of exploration in the


 3  Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been


 4  quite a bit of development at Northstar and at the


 5  Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and


 6  ExxonMobil.  We've worked with all these companies on


 7  their development under the CAA, and we've worked with a


 8  lot more exploration activities in both the Beaufort and


 9  the Chukchi Seas.


10            Sometimes it takes a while for companies to


11  learn how to work with us.  It took Shell a long time


12  these past few years, but now they seem to be getting it


13  and they're becoming a pretty good neighbor for us.  But


14  still we have some problems with some of the other oil


15  companies like ConocoPhillips and Statoil.  They don't


16  want to sign a CAA.  Instead, they want to use the Plan


17  of Cooperation.


18            It's my understanding that they get the idea


19  for the Plan of Cooperation from language in the


20  National Marine Fisheries Service regulations.  It's


21  also my understanding that the POC language in those


22  regulations were put in there to get the companies to


23  work with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and our


24  whaling captains on the CAA.  When that language got put


25  in there, the federal government was recognizing that
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 1  our CAA is a good approach to helping the industry get


 2  along with the subsistence hunters up here in the


 3  Arctic.


 4            The government wanted the companies to keep


 5  working with us to negotiate mitigation measures that


 6  allow us to share the water.  And the federal government


 7  was recognizing that the best people to develop those


 8  mitigation measures are the ones that actually use the


 9  ocean.  That means the hunters and the operators.


10            But now we have these companies that use the


11  Plan of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell


12  people what they're going to do without trying to work


13  out these mitigation measures.  They show up and get


14  people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out


15  information and then leave.  They are using the POC as a


16  backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was meant


17  to do.  We are very disappointed with this.


18            We suspect that the oil companies are telling


19  the federal government that they have worked with the


20  villages when they give you their reports in regards to


21  the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs.  The POC is not an


22  agreement between the villages and the oil industry.  It


23  really doesn't mean anything to the whaling captains up


24  here.


25            This is not a helpful way to go, and we need
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 1  your agency and the NMFS to help us push them, come to


 2  the table, and sign the CAA.  The CAA is the best way


 3  for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get along


 4  and get some work done.  It's been working since 1985


 5  when the CAA was first negotiated and still working.  I


 6  think that says a lot because in the beginning we did


 7  not get along, and I thought both Shell and AEWC would


 8  never be able to work together on these issues.


 9            We also have developed an Oil Spill Mitigation


10  Agreement for drilling activities.  We first worked this


11  out with BP for the Northstar project.  With BP it's


12  called the Good Neighbor Policy.  But with the other


13  companies, we have started calling it the Oil Spill


14  Mitigation Agreement because people have begun to use


15  the title of Good Neighbor Policy to mean other things


16  besides the oil spill mitigation.


17            With this agreement, we have an insurance


18  policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other


19  areas to hunt if our resources are not available in


20  traditional hunting areas.  I certainly hope that we


21  will never need to use this, but it is very important to


22  have in there in case something happened.


23            The other thing we need to work on with you is


24  making sure we have the deferral areas removed.  I know


25  that Nuiqsut has already told you that they need a
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 1  deferral area east off Cross Island, and I'm sure that


 2  AEWC is going to support them on that.


 3            I don't know for sure how the other villages


 4  feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik


 5  and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but


 6  we will have our whaling convention in February and we


 7  can ask the villages at that time if they want any input


 8  on this issue.  I would like to be able to get back with


 9  you with that information after we have talked with them


10  in February.


11            We need the -- we also need the federal


12  government to keep supporting good research up here.  We


13  need the right kind of research on cumulative impacts,


14  because we have to be concerned about keeping our


15  ecosystem healthy.


16            So we would like to be able to work with you


17  on all these issues, and I hope you will take our


18  concerns seriously.  I stress very strongly, though,


19  that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it


20  as the best and only tool that our community depends on.


21            AEWC will be submitting formal comments to


22  your agency when the time comes.  And, again, thank you


23  for visiting with us and I would like to wish all of you


24  a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.


25            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Johnny.
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 1            Before we go into the general comments, I'd


 2  like to see if there are elders in this audience as well


 3  as in the villages that are on line to offer testimony


 4  and comment first.


 5            So, Johnny, could you help me?  Is there


 6  anyone in the audience, an elder, that would like to


 7  comment?


 8            We're still on line, folks, in the villages.


 9  We're just having a little side discussion here.


10            MS. NELLIE NANAUQ: (Speaking in Inupiat.)


11            MS. LOUISA RILEY: Did you guys need a


12  translation?


13            DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Yes, please.


14            DR. JIM KENDALL: That would be wonderful.


15            MS. LOUISA RILEY: Now you know what we've


16  been through.  To give you a little bit of an example,


17  that's what happened to us.  You know, to give you some


18  example, I was a nine-year-old girl and went through the


19  same experience being in a boarding school.


20            I didn't realize I was going to translate


21  her -- by the way, my name is Louisa Riley.  She


22  explained -- I mean, she told you her Inupiaq name and


23  also that she's lived all her life and knows all the


24  traditional knowledge about -- and we do have people


25  that live here that has those knowledges.  And to use
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 1  them as getting all the information, that is very


 2  important.


 3            You know, I've heard a lot of our elders.  I


 4  myself is an elder in training.  I'm a very young elder


 5  in training.  And that's how we learn, from our elders.


 6  And so it is an honor for me to translate what she


 7  said -- and I wish I had thought of it, but she said


 8  that we do have a lot of people that knows the


 9  knowledge.  We do have people that work with the Inupiaq


10  people.  You know, we are the Inupiaq people up here.


11  We are the original people up here.


12            So there are some workers that are here -- I'm


13  glad to have met you, too, so I could identify who you


14  are, because there's always -- so much changes.


15            But the other is, you know, seasonal.  You


16  know, she was talking about the seasonal changes in the


17  ocean and to have that knowledge from people that know


18  that.  So that's what I have on here.


19            DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Thank you.


20            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.  Thank


21  you.  And her comments have been recorded so we can get


22  further translations later.  So thank you.


23            Are there any other elders in the chamber


24  before I go to the villages for elders?


25            MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: Good evening.  My
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 1  nickname is Johnnie Brower.  My Inupiaq name is Nuvuk


 2  Kunaq.  There are two things that I don't like about


 3  this meeting.  First, the rules and regulations within


 4  the State of Alaska boundary.  Second, the federal


 5  sector for the federally recognized tribes.


 6            I'm more in favor of the rules and regulations


 7  that would be imposed on these matters by the federally


 8  recognized tribal sectors because they have ability to


 9  put things up the way I would like to see them.  The


10  North Slope Borough has a State boundary limit, which is


11  okay for land-based people living on land.


12            One of the bigger concerns that I have that


13  I'm not too fond of is after the seismic explorations


14  took place for a couple of months -- you know what a


15  black tide is compared to a blue tide and a red tide?


16  The black tide is the dead matter of all -- all


17  microscopic animals that our endangered species animals


18  eat.  It's a combined mixture of the -- when it's


19  already dead, it collects and mingles with the algae and


20  other microscopic animals and it becomes larger and


21  larger.  And these were reported as black sheens and


22  black tides in our Arctic waters.


23            And when this kind of thing gets into areas


24  where seals, walruses, and other animals flourish and


25  eat and migrate to and travel from, these kind of
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 1  things, you don't have -- budget money to explain to


 2  people.  You have to have the seismic exploration, and


 3  you're playing games in the polar Arctic waters.


 4            And if you do too much destructive damages on


 5  the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you're reducing


 6  the fresh food that supplies the different areas of


 7  different countries from our polar Arctic region, not


 8  just for our Alaska region.  And that's one part that


 9  people don't understand very good.


10            I -- as an Inupiaq person, I am not in love


11  with watching my own future generations going to end up


12  having to see some of the things that we are seeing.


13  It's not going to happen at the moment, but it's


14  developing slowly where it will become a long-term


15  effect.  Just exactly the same way -- before I went to


16  school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe


17  Bay, I was able to run around the North Slope country on


18  a dog team moving reindeer near here with friends and


19  relatives.  I can't even do that.


20            The places where I hunt and fish in Prudhoe


21  Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff


22  like that.  Fifteen years ago I went over there to do


23  some hunting, and the security said that I don't belong


24  there.  I'm Inupiaq in my own Inupiaq country and they


25  tell me that I don't belong there.
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 1            The concept of the Inupiaq country that I'm


 2  talking about is altogether a separate entity that's not


 3  with the United States nor the Russians.  My ancestors


 4  going back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the


 5  Arctic Ocean coastal line was 12,500 years ago?  Does


 6  anybody in Washington, D.C., who imposes all these


 7  things, know these things and how much my people's


 8  ancestors -- my ancestors and my people on how far their


 9  history and language goes back in time?


10            I am really appalled in the way -- how some of


11  these things have been conducted since the oil was


12  discovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by means I -- I'm


13  not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has


14  devastated me, my people, my culture, our way of life,


15  and we're still trying to explain that we would like to


16  keep our way of life and our culture and our food


17  sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in


18  our future generations to come so that they may live a


19  healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people


20  and say, "We need this, we need that."


21            I would more or less like to see something


22  that Bill Clinton introduced to our country saying thank


23  you to the Native American society in North America in


24  the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country


25  over yours.  And one of these days I'd like to see the
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 1  Native society say, "Okay, United States, time is time,


 2  enough is enough, you've done too much."


 3            I think it's about time you need to pay rent.


 4  Your lease or your amount of time that you have occupied


 5  my Native country, you need to pay money so we could get


 6  some revenues into our account that our families really


 7  need really bad.  Thank you.


 8            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.  Thank


 9  you for your comments.


10            Any other elders that would like to speak


11  before I ask for elders in the region -- in the other


12  villages?


13            Okay.  With that, Kaktovik, I believe you're


14  on the line.  Are there any elders that would like to


15  speak before I get to public comments?


16            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: No.  There's none here in


17  Kaktovik.


18            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


19            I guess Nuiqsut is on the line.  Any elders in


20  Nuiqsut that would like to speak first, please?


21            Wainwright?  Are there any elders in


22  Wainwright that would like to speak?


23            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Good evening.  No elders


24  here.


25            DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  Thank you.
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 1            And there was one other village that I missed.


 2            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Point Lay.


 3            DR. JIM KENDALL: Point Lay.  Point Lay?


 4            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: None here at this time.


 5  Thank you.


 6            DR. JIM KENDALL: Anaktuvuk Pass, I understand


 7  you're on the line.  Any elders that would like to speak


 8  first?


 9            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: There's none here at this


10  time.  Thanks.


11            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


12            And before we move to the general public, an


13  elder just walked in.


14            George, I'll let you write.  I don't want to


15  miss you.


16            George Edwardson just walked in.  And before


17  we open it, I would like George to finish signing in and


18  see if he has any comments, because I know he knows what


19  we're here for.


20            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Could you tell me what


21  it's about?


22            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George.  We're


23  here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to


24  2017.


25            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay.
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 1            DR. JIM KENDALL: And I know you're one of the


 2  very knowledgeable elders here, and I hate to put you on


 3  the spot, but I know you're busy.


 4            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay.  You've got me on


 5  the spot.


 6            DR. JIM KENDALL: I've got you on the spot.


 7            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay.  This is the


 8  EIS -- right --


 9            DR. JIM KENDALL: Correct.


10            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: -- for the five-year


11  plan?


12            DR. JIM KENDALL: Five-year plan that's a


13  draft.


14            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: And some of the limits


15  on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dumped


16  in the water has already been increased so you could do


17  more dumping in the ocean; is that right?


18            DR. JIM KENDALL: No.  I don't think so, no.


19            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: It hasn't passed yet?


20            DR. JIM KENDALL: No.


21            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay.  You've always


22  known how I thought and felt about you, the federal


23  government, attempting to go out in the Arctic Ocean.


24  That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,


25  healthy with the harvest we get from the marine mammals
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 1  in the ocean.


 2            And the industry talks about how safe they can


 3  operate now.  The safety of that operation they do, they


 4  talk about oil boomers they could use, which don't work


 5  when the current gets over three knots because the oil


 6  starts to go over it and under it.


 7            And when you look at vessels and ice


 8  conditions, the United States had two icebreakers.  One


 9  is broken down for more than a year and the one that was


10  working went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts


11  in order so it could come back.  That is not a, you


12  know, very safe backup for attempting to go out in the


13  ocean.


14            And you understand the ocean's going around in


15  a circle around the Arctic Ocean?  A big piece of ice


16  sits out here in the front, ten years later it comes


17  back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice


18  around and how cold temperatures are.  In the warm


19  waters when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself


20  apart and the lighter ends disappear and makes it a


21  little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.


22            And just to give you an example, in 1942 when


23  they were building new lines 50 miles to the east of


24  here, a Liberty ship ran aground.  And in order to save


25  it, they had to dump the bunker oil into the ocean in
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 1  order to float it to save it.  And they did save the


 2  boat.  But every time a storm hits that high water mark,


 3  it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in


 4  the inlet and then it starts killing all over again.


 5  This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now.  Still is


 6  toxic.


 7            And it is a scary thing you do when you sit


 8  down and come up with a five-year plan to go offshore.


 9  And as a people, we have been telling you over and over


10  all these years, no, no, but nobody can seem to hear.


11  We must not be speaking the same language.


12            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George.


13            Now we're going to open it up for general


14  public comments.  How about if we start with the very


15  back row?  Would anyone in the very back row like to


16  make a comment?


17            And your name, please?


18            MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.: My name is Bill Tracey,


19  and I don't care how you spell it.


20            I came here tonight -- I guess I've said this


21  before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and mammals


22  that can't be here tonight.  I've had the distinct


23  privilege of spending entire weekends and months with


24  walruses that have hauled out onto the shores of Point


25  Lay.  You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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 1  buffer zone of 25 miles up from Point Lay to Wainwright.


 2  We appreciate that.  The walruses appreciate that.  But


 3  it's really not enough.


 4            These animals are hauling out because there


 5  isn't any more ice nearby that they can rest on, where


 6  they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.


 7  They find themselves making their way to land and


 8  spending one month, and it's working towards two months


 9  now, of every year looking for a place to rest.


10            These animals, when they beach themselves,


11  they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.


12  They're sick.  We're finding sores all over these


13  walruses, all over the seals, along with the belugas.


14            Point Lay is another area where belugas really


15  like to conjugate.  There's a lagoon system there.  This


16  lagoon system is about 100 miles long.  It's pretty


17  unique.  It's got more water fowl and sea mammals than


18  anywhere else in the world.  They spend their summers


19  there.


20            These areas are very sensitive, along with


21  thousands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea


22  and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik.  All


23  these shorelines are used.  So in order to get to these


24  shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper


25  waters to make their way north to south and back.
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 1            I had lunch with 20,000 walruses.  I got to


 2  watch them, like I was telling you, for hours and hours


 3  and days and days.  My wife and I.  My wife is on line


 4  from Point Lay right now.


 5            We found ways to get close to them.  We


 6  observed them.  We photographed them.  We shared those


 7  photographs so that other people wouldn't have to make


 8  their way there and disturb them and probably cause some


 9  sort of stampede.


10            We were finding hundreds of dead walruses,


11  mostly juveniles.  Their population in the next couple


12  of years is going to be very sad because so many


13  juveniles have died because they're on land.  I guess


14  this summer the closest ice to the walruses was over


15  700 miles away.  There was no way that they could use


16  that ice.  I mentioned that we noticed that these


17  animals were getting sick, there were sores.  Scores of


18  them were dead.


19            And I want to mention something about the


20  belugas, too.  Point Lay hunters have been harvesting


21  belugas for as long as I've been there, and I have only


22  been there since 1973.  Point Lay's history goes way


23  back, and belugas was one of the mainstays there.


24            This year, the animals seem to be a different


25  group.  And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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 1  the belugas that they were normally seeing were much


 2  larger.  This is a group of -- a pod of belugas that


 3  were mature but smaller.  So we're not sure where this


 4  group actually came from.


 5            A lot of strange things happened.  That


 6  barrier island that makes the Kasegaluk Lagoon is losing


 7  ground.  The erosion is tremendous.  The shorelines are


 8  falling into the sea.  I really hate to see, you know,


 9  what's going to happen once we lose that Kasegaluk


10  Lagoon.  And I think we will lose it.  We've already had


11  a couple of homes fall into the ocean because of the


12  erosion.


13            But back to the animals.  Where some of the


14  present lease sales have already been purchased, it's


15  just 90, not quite 100, miles west of Point Lay where


16  the walruses are hauling out.  We believe that the


17  walruses are going out that far and foraging.  They like


18  to hit that Hanna Shoal area.  It's very shallow and


19  rich in nutrients for these animals.


20            If they're making it out that far and we're


21  allowing drilling muds and that sort of thing to be


22  dumped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea


23  floor, I'm afraid that that's an alien material that's


24  going to do damage to these animals.  If not to them


25  directly, indirectly through microorganisms that they're
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 1  feeding on.  I don't know how much study has gone into


 2  that.


 3            We heard a little bit earlier about the black


 4  tide.  I like that term.  And one thought that I had was


 5  the sea ice that's melting has held these microorganisms


 6  and algaes for thousands of years and now that the ice


 7  is melting and receding, this stuff is being released


 8  and it's making its way to our shorelines.  It's making


 9  its way into the stomachs of these animals.  I could be


10  wrong, but prove me wrong.  Really.


11            There's just so much going on up here that I


12  really don't think it's time that we jump to any


13  conclusions that we're ready to drill.  Maybe we are;


14  maybe we aren't.  But when there's always that question,


15  you want to err on the good side.


16            I think we need some more science up here, and


17  I think we need to really watch what these animals are


18  doing.  They're crying for help.  There's just so much


19  activity up here, so much is going on.  Just in the 40


20  years that I've been here, it's like day and night.


21  Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you will, and they're


22  proposing more roads.


23            The oceans here are becoming ice free.  Those


24  are the new highways.  We're going to have more traffic


25  up here.  Are we ready for it?  No.  We can't help
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 1  traffic in need out there.  We don't have the


 2  icebreakers.  We don't have the ships.  We don't have


 3  the Coast Guard up here.  We don't have deep water.  If


 4  a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is


 5  to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water


 6  ports here.


 7            I can go on and on.  There's just so much


 8  going on up here, and it's happening so fast that I


 9  think we need to slow down and, you know, count our


10  blessings really.  So far so good.  We haven't had any


11  major incidents.  We don't want any major incidents.  We


12  want everybody to do their best.  We want technology to


13  catch up.  We're not asking for a whole lot.


14            Mr. Brower stated that -- and others that the


15  ocean is our garden.  All our food, a majority of our


16  food, is coming from the ocean.  If that were to change,


17  how do we deal with that?  We don't do well living on


18  hotdogs.  The whale is part of this heritage, this


19  culture, along with all the other animals.


20            And respect is why everybody is still here,


21  why things work here.  They respect the land.  They


22  respect the ocean.  They respect the animals.  They


23  respect each other.  And we would like to respect


24  everybody that comes here and says that they're here to


25  listen to us, to work with us.
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 1            And with that, I'd like to thank you folks for


 2  coming and doing just that.  You're listening to us,


 3  you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.


 4  So thank you.  Thanks for this opportunity to speak.


 5            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your


 6  comments.  Thank you.


 7            Anybody else in the back row, because I'm


 8  going to move it to the second row now.


 9            MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E: Sure.  I'm ready now.


10  You caught me off guard last time.


11            Hi.  Good evening.  Qaiyaan Su'esu'e for the


12  record, Q-a-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.


13            Good evening, teleconference land, from


14  Utqiagvik.  It's good to be home.


15            I want to, first of all, thank BOEM folks for


16  being here.  As you know, it's been quite a journey the


17  past couple weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the


18  chance to attend various public hearings and hear


19  comments from other villages and other regions as well.


20            Along the road I have always liked to provide


21  my own comment on behalf of my subsistence way of life,


22  my upbringing, and what I have a feeling most of my


23  peers and fellow Inupiaq have the same feeling as, which


24  is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes


25  more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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 1  look very closely at the risks involved, which, again,


 2  are the fact that there is very little proven cleanup


 3  methodology.  There's very little baseline science yet.


 4  There's very limited infrastructure that we have to work


 5  with.  Those are some main obvious things that need to


 6  be taken into consideration.


 7            Also, I -- with the news today hearing that


 8  BOEM conditionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it


 9  really is good to know that our public comments and


10  concerns of our tribal governments and organizations are


11  being heard.  And it gives me hope that with the new


12  BOEM administration -- it gives the public hope that


13  we're -- our voices are heard.  So thank you for this


14  opportunity to publicly comment.


15            Some of the things that I've noticed


16  throughout attending different hearings -- and I would


17  like to pass this message along from folks in the


18  villages who have brought me to the side and asked me


19  over and over, "Who are they now?  Which group is this?


20  What are they doing here?"  I think some of the most


21  beneficial things to improve the process, at least with


22  the -- in going through the EIS, the public comment


23  period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the


24  public are better educated in what meetings we will be


25  attending.
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 1            I noticed coming back to Barrow and asking,


 2  you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the meeting?"


 3            "What meeting?"


 4            So I think more public awareness and maybe


 5  perhaps an educator from BOEM rather than sending


 6  individuals trying to scramble and figure out, who are


 7  they now, what are they here for, what process, what


 8  step are we in.  It would be beneficial to spend the


 9  time and effort to have more outreach to the communities


10  on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind


11  of meeting we're in today.


12            And I think that's about it for now.  That's


13  all I can think of.  I have spoken so much I just have


14  run out of words.  But I'm just really glad to be home,


15  and welcome you here.  It's so good to hear AEWC


16  comments and from our elders.  And what I can say as a


17  young person is, I was born and raised as well to listen


18  to our elders.  Federal government or a young adult,


19  listen to our elders.  Thank you.


20            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


21            And I believe, gentleman, you had your hand up


22  in row two?  Your name please?


23            MR. DUKE MORROW: Good evening.  Hi.  Duke


24  Morrow.  I just have a question about process.  We're


25  sitting here tonight -- I'd like to congratulate all the
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 1  people from BOEM for being here and the efforts they're


 2  putting in to educate us on this five-year plan.  But,


 3  in fact, BOEM is here because of a political reality due


 4  to an oil spill last year.  Had that not happened, we


 5  would be talking to different people under different


 6  circumstances.  So what happens next year when there's a


 7  change in the political realities?


 8            DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: So you're


 9  absolutely right.  If there wasn't an oil spill, one


10  person who wouldn't be here would be me.  The whole


11  reason I came to the Interior Department was because my


12  partner, Mike Bromwich, and I were asked by the


13  President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior


14  Department to implement these reforms.


15            And the changes we made to offshore oil and


16  gas oversight in terms of the structure of BOEM, the


17  structure at BSEE, are meant to be lasting changes.  Let


18  me give you one example:  Lasting changes that won't


19  sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and


20  whichever party is in power and that sort of thing.


21            And I'll give you one example.  One of the


22  most fundamental structural changes we made within BOEM


23  was the appointment of a chief environmental officer, a


24  lead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Alan


25  Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for
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 1  overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par


 2  with the officials responsible for the leasing program,


 3  has an equal say in the five-year program and any


 4  potential lease sale with the folks who organize and


 5  plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --


 6  provide a voice for environmental science and make sure


 7  that we're striking the appropriate balances.


 8            We made that person a career official, and so


 9  he -- or in the future maybe she -- is embedded, his


10  career, his professional -- there's continuity across


11  administrations and by our design, we hope, isn't


12  affected by the politics at the moment.


13            One of the -- when we were speaking with the


14  borough earlier today, one of our tasks early on is to


15  establish BOEM's reputation; what is BOEM, what are we


16  known for, how do we want people to think of us?  And it


17  is fundamentally as a scientific organization;


18  geologists, geophysicists, biologists, marine mammal


19  specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,


20  anthropologists.  But the common theme there is our


21  decision-making has to be grounded in the data, in the


22  science.


23            I get asked by politicians, I get asked by


24  reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad


25  spot?  You've got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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 1  you know, don't want to see leasing, you've got


 2  politicians on the other hand who think you're not doing


 3  enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's


 4  right?"  And my answer is, the only way is science.  The


 5  only way is relying on the data, relying on the


 6  information, allowing that to shape your


 7  decision-making.


 8            That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's


 9  how we arrived at the decision with respect to limiting


10  the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration


11  plan.  It was based on our assessment of the data, how


12  long it would take to mount a relief well operation,


13  open water spill response, the time it would take to cap


14  and contain that well.  And so it wasn't political, it


15  wasn't influenced one way or the other by what


16  politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career


17  staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping


18  the decision.


19            And that's the institution we want to build.


20  And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it will


21  be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and flows


22  depending on who's in office.  But that's what we have


23  in mind.


24            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  We're still back


25  on the second row there.  Anybody want to speak?


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(13) Page 50 - Page 53







 


Public Hearing For Programmatic Five Year 
Environmental Impact Statement BOEM


Barrow, Alaska
December 16, 2011


Page 54


 1            MS. DALLAS-LEE BROWER: I'm Dallas-Lee Brower.


 2  And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope


 3  that you will include in your science the traditional


 4  whalers, the traditional ways, with respect because so


 5  often we have observed that the scientists because of


 6  their training and because of their degrees have put


 7  themselves high and above the people here and throughout


 8  Alaska who have great knowledge, and so I wanted to make


 9  a strong point about that.  Thank you.


10            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.  I am


11  the new regional director for Alaska.  I'm a trained


12  scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100


13  percent right.  On my watch, traditional knowledge will


14  be treated with respect and the people that do science


15  from my organization will do so, period.  It's very


16  important.  So thank you for your comments.


17            Anybody else in -- okay.  Sorry.


18            MR. HARRY BROWER: Good evening.  Harry


19  Brower, resident of Barrow.  Born and raised here in


20  Barrow itself.  I have shared with you my different


21  capacities I've held in Barrow in meetings we've had


22  here.  I'm currently the chairman of the Alaska Eskimo


23  Whaling Commission, representing our animals around our


24  villages, and the deputy director for the Department of


25  Wildlife Management doing research on our resources that
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 1  we depend on for subsistence.


 2            In regards to the information you provided and


 3  wanting some feedback, you know, this is a lot of


 4  information that we try to absorb in just a matter of


 5  time since the printing of the document, receiving the


 6  document, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being


 7  reflective of some -- the majority of our concerns.


 8  Some are; some aren't.  It gives and takes in different


 9  areas of the document.


10            Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments


11  from our elders, again, the level of interpretation


12  that's provided and understanding the document is very


13  critical in the ways to -- how do we best meet the need,


14  how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly


15  take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening


16  for the very resources that we depend on for


17  subsistence.


18            It's -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it


19  could have been a very positive thing because of what


20  happened in the Gulf.  It depends on how you view it,


21  and I express your concerns to the thought.  I was very


22  glad Nanauq made her comment about her upcoming, her


23  lifestyle, subsistence.  The ocean provides a lot of our


24  food, and that's the way it's been since as a child


25  growing up.  The level of interpretation was -- by no
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 1  means -- no mistake -- no pun intended to downplay


 2  anything or anybody or anything like that.


 3            The level of interpretation, it has its


 4  impacts as well.  She was referring back to her


 5  childhood and her parents raising the family along with


 6  her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas


 7  where they did their subsistence activities, and that is


 8  a very significant statement.


 9            You know, we grew up using these resources.


10  The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,


11  whales.  And then in turn subsisting off those resources


12  it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.


13            So when you -- you know, we've changed over


14  time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've


15  seen going forward.  These are very important things to


16  keep in mind in our culture.  Because if we make any


17  kind of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence


18  activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on


19  whether we survive or die in the midst of things.


20            We don't allow for mistakes when you're living


21  here in the Arctic.  It's a very unforgiving area to be


22  in.  There's no room for error.  You get into


23  life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.


24            And that's what we've tried to express over


25  the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.


Page 57


 1  In the beginning I remember my elders indicating, no, we


 2  don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore.  No


 3  offshore oil and gas.


 4            Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in


 5  the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see


 6  our federal government regardless of our statements


 7  continue holding lease sales, and yet we -- even though


 8  we're in opposition, we still like to remain at the


 9  table to be able to help steer the development activity


10  occurring offshore.


11            Even though in my mind I say no to offshore


12  oil and gas, I still want to be at the table to help


13  steer that activity, regardless if the participants like


14  me or not.  I still want to be at the table.


15            So that's where we -- you know, we give and


16  take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to


17  the wall and we've got no more room to back up but to


18  stand at attention, but we'll be there.  I make my


19  comments because of what I've learned over time and


20  going to these meetings.  It's not an easy thing to be


21  here providing comments.


22            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much, Harry.


23            Okay.  The third row down --


24            MR. HARRY BROWER: I just want to continue.


25  In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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 1  interpretation of the document, you can't expect one


 2  person to be able to find you a whole length


 3  of information within a short period of time.  It's very


 4  important for you to come back even -- this one-time


 5  meeting isn't enough.


 6            The introduction of the document -- this is


 7  the first introduction of that, basically, by the


 8  agency, by the federal government, holding the lease


 9  sale, and yet we're expected to provide comments within


10  a short period of time, 45 days.  And this is going to


11  be impacting us for the next five years.


12            I think it's unfortunate that we're put in


13  this situation in terms of providing comments.  If that


14  time could be lengthened, it would be appropriate, but


15  it's up to, again, our federal government to make those


16  decisions and how you plan to pan out your offshore oil


17  and gas development into the future.


18            I think I'll stop here.  I see there's other


19  people that want to make comments as well.  I probably


20  could sit here all day and all night talking to you


21  because I just came back from another meeting with


22  onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the morning, and I


23  don't think I want to be here another night, especially


24  a Friday night, until 1:30 in the morning.  Thank you.


25            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Harry.  Always a
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 1  pleasure.


 2            Anybody else in the second row before we go to


 3  the third row?


 4            MS. LOUISA RILEY: (Speaking in Inupiaq.)


 5            Greetings to everybody.  I'm glad you guys are


 6  here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened.  Up


 7  to maybe 100 years ago.  But it's really -- I feel like


 8  we're moving forward.  And like Harry said, we still


 9  want to be part of it even though it makes us cry.  We


10  could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,


11  50 years ago, so I'm just glad that we're able to do


12  that.


13            Most of my life, of my adult life, I have been


14  working with my families, our Inupiaq families, the


15  devastation of what happened to our families.  So I


16  would like to see social impact for our families.  We


17  didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went


18  through.


19            To give you an example, I grew up in the


20  Kaktovik area.  After the pipeline was built, one summer


21  the caribous did not go through.  Fortunately, my uncle


22  John Hagle (ph), a traditional Inupiaq man, had his


23  little store.  He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they


24  sent him 100 cases of turkey.  Our Creator was watching


25  out for us.  We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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 1  that summer.  Because in those days, we did not get


 2  planes every day like we do today.  So that was the


 3  devastation.


 4            I'd like to see social impact, where once we


 5  get that -- we need the oil companies to help or the


 6  government to help, too, take care of our families


 7  because it devastated us.


 8            You know, he said 30 years.  That's 30, 40, 50


 9  years of so much changes and it's still so much changes,


10  and we don't get a chance to really process it in our


11  Inupiaq.  You know, just like when I was translating, I


12  have to think backwards because we speak Inupiaq totally


13  opposite.  So when you're speaking to me in English, I


14  have to turn it over again.  So in that process, we lose


15  more than half of what's being said.


16            And like our young -- I love to see our young


17  people, you know, being vocal.  That gives me warm


18  fuzzies, because there's somebody that's going to take


19  over to look out for our future generation.  Because


20  I've seen and I work with the impact it had on me and my


21  families, and beg, borrow, maybe sometimes steal to try


22  to get the help for my impacted -- from the oil


23  companies 40 years ago.  So I'd like to see that.


24  That's my dream.  And I hope in my lifetime.  Thank you.


25            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very much
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 1  for your comments.


 2            So we're going to move to row four.


 3            MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: Good evening.  My name


 4  is Leandra de Sousa, S-o-u-s-a, and I work for the


 5  Department of Wildlife Management for the North Slope


 6  Borough.  And I'd like to thank you for coming here


 7  today and listening to the concerns.  We have a few


 8  comments that I'd like to share.


 9            First, we would like to say that we would


10  recommend a combination of alternative five and six for


11  the draft PEIS, which would exclude both the Beaufort


12  Sea and the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration


13  of the 2012-2017 OCS leasing program, because that would


14  be keeping with our strong belief that the potential


15  risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in


16  Arctic waters.


17            However, if the sales are to take place, we do


18  support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling


19  deferral areas that you have, the program, and also the


20  25-mile coastal buffer zone.  And we also support the


21  single sale, three to five period in each planning area.


22            We would also like to emphasize that


23  mitigation measures should be in place similar to the


24  ones used by BLM in the NPRA process and should require


25  multiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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 1  better understand the localized environment, resource


 2  use, and potential risk of operations.


 3            And also we would like to request that area


 4  deferred from the past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sales


 5  not be included in areas to be offered for lease in the


 6  five-year schedule, and that a comparable deferral area


 7  should be added across Cross Island.  And also that a


 8  coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 miles instead


 9  of 25 miles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's


10  keeping with the NMFS recommendation of previous


11  comments.


12            And also include a deferral zone over the


13  addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal


14  because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice


15  dynamics make it a refuge for ice-dependent species,


16  such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water


17  season when development is happening.


18            And we'd also like to have more clarity on the


19  leasing program and the leasing sale mitigation measures


20  stating that tankering will not be allowed for the


21  transport of oil from Arctic OCS planning areas.  And


22  also that a zero discharge policy will be implemented in


23  the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of


24  OCS gas development.  Thank you.


25            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your
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 1  comments.


 2            Anybody else in row four before I go on?


 3  Rosemary?  State your name for the record, please.


 4            MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: Rosemary


 5  Ahtuangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k.  I've lived in


 6  Barrow for a year and a half.  I've had -- about five


 7  years before, I went to Nuiqsut and I spent 24 years in


 8  Nuiqsut.  My mom was born and raised up here.  We have a


 9  strong traditional background.  We hunted and harvested


10  from the lands and waters.


11            This is very important for our family.  This


12  is very important for our nutritional well balance and


13  being.  I have a son who has diabetes.  I know when he's


14  eating a more traditional diet he doesn't need as much


15  insulin.  This is concerning for us because we have so


16  many people that are starting to have trouble with


17  diabetes.


18            We've had a tremendous increase in respiratory


19  illness.  We've talked tremendously about this in many,


20  many meetings.  We've asked for increased restrictions


21  to gas.  We've asked for recognition of the air quality


22  concerns near communities that are facing some of these


23  issues.  We've asked support to have a stronger health


24  impact assessment process.  We need to have this process


25  start now.  It can't wait.  It needs to be incorporated
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 1  into multiple layers to get a good assessment process.


 2  It needs to be looking at the wellness of our foods, but


 3  also of our people as a whole.


 4            The problem we have in the process is that we


 5  don't have enough data in our databases to adequately


 6  assess our concerns for health impacts.  There's been a


 7  lot of effort to go out and research our animals, but to


 8  research us, it didn't happen.  We could have learned a


 9  lot.


10            But now we know from other health impacts that


11  have been -- health assessments that have been done


12  already, two spills, that people that are of


13  child-bearing ages should not work in a spill response


14  area.  Children should not work in these areas.  But


15  what about us who live and raise our children in these


16  areas and our risk factors for these concerns?


17            We're very concerned about other development


18  activities that have passed that have already


19  contaminated some of our foods, and the difficulties we


20  have in assessing some of these issues and following up


21  some of these assessments.  If we didn't have some of


22  our tribal people involved in some of these processes,


23  the government's process to come up with an assessment


24  would have sampled no contaminated lakes.  But our


25  tribal people asked a lot of questions, got involved in
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 1  the process, and have been involved continuously.


 2            I went to school to become educated as a


 3  physician's assistant.  I went through the community


 4  health and training program in our villages.  We don't


 5  have doctors.  Our health aides provide our care.  Our


 6  health aides need to have more exposure to improved


 7  education within this process.  There's a lot of demands


 8  and stress that are being put on them and the amount of


 9  care that they're having to give to our people because


10  we're having increased respiratory distress.


11            The disruption it gives to our families when


12  we have to take our children out to be medevaced out to


13  a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a


14  parent with them.  It also takes a lot of stress from


15  our family members that have to have -- maybe they're a


16  responder for the fire department.  Maybe they're the


17  person that's sitting for our community on the assembly.


18  When you take them out sick in the medevaced process,


19  you're taking them out with all the other hats that they


20  wear and contribute to this process.


21            Nuiqsut was hit tremendously.  We absorbed the


22  process of going through oil and gas development, and we


23  feel like Nuiqsut was sacrified as the social bowl of


24  assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas


25  development in the Arctic.  People of Cordova feel like
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 1  they were in the social bowl without research related to


 2  what happens to an oil spill.  There was a lot of


 3  information that we could have been incorporating into


 4  this process to protect our people.


 5            But when I toured the Gulf spill, I still saw


 6  the lack of enforcement of protecting measures to help


 7  protect the people when they're working on the spill.


 8  They were not given regulators.  They were not using


 9  them.  People that lived in that area, there were


10  hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,


11  but it just looked like a smattering of a response;


12  ineffective placing of booms, nonmaintenance of booms.


13            The kind of boats that they have in the Gulf


14  are not the kind of boats that we have up here.  We


15  don't have those types of ports where we're even going


16  to bring in these kinds of boats to even get some of


17  this equipment loaded into these areas.  We don't have


18  areas along the coast to even initiate some of these


19  responses, let alone staging areas for them to refuel or


20  getting any assistance in the process.  There's so much


21  that we don't have up here.


22            We're not prepared for a process to go through


23  a lease sale right now.  There's so much that we need to


24  absorb from learning from the Gulf spill that needs to


25  be incorporated in a good process, not the process that
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 1  has been occurring at this time.


 2            We're very concerned because Nuiqsut went


 3  through impacts related to loss of harvesting of


 4  caribous.  We went through changes of the natural


 5  environment that affected our ability to harvest in the


 6  Arctic.  We went through processes where seismic


 7  activity diverted the whale.  Nobody helped us through


 8  those processes, and it was very difficult for us.


 9            The social impacts that we talked about didn't


10  get documented in the recording processes that are


11  effective to help us in these assessment processes that


12  are before us.  We went through training programs to


13  help us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes


14  are not absorbed into our planning process for these


15  different things, and yet we're having tremendous


16  amounts of numbers continue throughout the North Slope


17  and other communities throughout the Arctic Ocean and


18  yet the understanding for that.


19            I had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked me,


20  why do I keep talking about these kinds of things, why


21  do I press these issues about the importance of our


22  health and our traditional uses.  She told me all of her


23  female relatives have died of cancer.  That's a


24  tremendous burden for me to carry in these processes


25  because I've got to find a way to help and build a hope
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 1  that the concerns for health are not going to be


 2  ignored.  It's so important that we have a better


 3  process before us because we have children in our


 4  communities that feel they don't have hope because their


 5  families were exposed with previous studies that give


 6  them concerns.


 7            And the tremendous amounts of cancer rates,


 8  we've seen that also happen in other communities across


 9  this North Slope.  I moved to Barrow just a year and a


10  half ago and I've had over 20 people tell me about


11  leukemia.  That's a tremendous burden to bury in this


12  process.


13            The resources to try to care for that are not


14  existent up here.  We have to travel far away to give


15  our hopes to try to be treating for that process.  It


16  really compromises stakes for that process.  Those


17  people are very difficult to even bring back home when


18  they do go through these treatments.  The resources to


19  assess them and to monitor and to help them are very


20  limited here.  Even if we get this brand-new hospital


21  built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal


22  with these kinds of things.  Still we're going to have


23  to go elsewhere.


24            These costs are astronomical, but we know when


25  our bodies, the breast milk, is showing contaminants and


Page 69


 1  multiple chemicals that are coming from all sorts of


 2  development activities that are coming down into the


 3  Arctic and wrecking our air quality up here.  Tremendous


 4  amounts of emissions and particulate matter, nitrous


 5  oxides and all these other things, that are being


 6  emitted from oil and gas development have affected many,


 7  many people.


 8            Please learn from this process.  Please


 9  prevent this from coming up here.  We are not ready for


10  a lease sale.  There should not be a consideration of


11  this process in the Gulf or up here.  We have much more


12  that we can be doing to build the process.


13            We didn't learn from the GS-2 spill and yet


14  we're facing things like this.  During that GS-2 spill


15  in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,


16  Alpine and Liberty.  I stood up and opposed the


17  Northstar lease sale -- the Northstar development


18  process.  And I filed a lawsuit for over 17 years in


19  that process because I know the risks for our


20  traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the


21  federal government's energy needs.  Thank you.


22            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your


23  comments.


24            Your name, please?


25            MS. HEATHER DINGMAN: My name is Heather
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 1  Dingman.  That's H-e-a-t-h-e-r D-i-n-g-m-a-n.


 2            My comment would be on Section 4.3.2 to the


 3  health impact assessment, which is described under


 4  National Environmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA


 5  regulations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to


 6  which the proposed action affects public health or


 7  safety.'"  It also goes on to state that impacts on


 8  human health can be considered beforehand, public and


 9  decision-maker awareness can be promoted, and prevention


10  or mitigation can be built into the operations.


11            With that said, at the end of this section, it


12  states, "It would be more appropriate to discuss impacts


13  to site-specific populations at the lease sale level


14  when a better understanding of who will be affected is


15  clear."


16            And that specific statement, what I'm


17  concerned about, how this conclusion came to be.  Were


18  health impacts ever evaluated and concluded that it


19  didn't have a great enough impact to discuss in this


20  EIS?  And is it at BOEM's discretion whether or not to


21  evaluate human health in the EIS?  It would seem that


22  BOEM would be concerned to see the link how this plan


23  would affect public health and safety, as NEPA states


24  and is quoted in the EIS.  And lastly, an HIA would give


25  BOEM a better understanding of who would be affected.  I
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 1  strongly recommend to BOEM to reconsider implementing an


 2  HIA plan.


 3            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your


 4  comments.


 5            Row four before I go to the -- George?


 6            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: I forgot to introduce


 7  myself when I was talking.  My name is George Edwardson.


 8  I'm the president of Inupiat Community.


 9            And just to finish off, the EIS, environmental


10  impact statement, that means this is the process you use


11  to see if whatever development you're going to do is


12  safe or not safe.  The first EIS that came over the


13  Arctic Ocean was back in the late '80s, and we were


14  guaranteed one and a half major oil spills then.  We


15  were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi


16  when they done their first exploration.


17            And I forgot to give you my education.  I'm a


18  geologist.  I'm a mining and petroleum technician.  I


19  was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat


20  that ever came to the State of Alaska in 1968.  I was a


21  platform operator back then.  I've worked in the oil


22  industry from the days they started their exploration


23  until, you know, the pipeline was built.


24            My education was given to me by the


25  consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field while it was
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 1  being, you know, developed.  So the industry's


 2  consultants were my teachers when I went to school.  So


 3  as a people, we do know what is going on.  We understand


 4  what is going on.  It's no guesswork.


 5            And when you look at the EIS, it says if you


 6  see it not safe, you cannot do it.  Except today the EIS


 7  is used as an excuse to speed up whatever development,


 8  you know, the impact is being made for.  I understand


 9  and more than believe your hearts and your intentions


10  are good.  When you tell us you're a scientist, you do


11  what is right, I believe you.  But you have bosses that


12  have other plans.


13            When this lease sale was first conducted, the


14  United States found out it was not legal so they changed


15  the laws in order to make it have the appearance it was


16  legal.  The moment it was not legal, the lease sale


17  became invalid.  Yet today we're continuing this EIS


18  with the intent of continuing with this illegal sale


19  that had been conducted.


20            As a regional tribal government we have never


21  received a penny from any oil development.  Our


22  municipality, the North Slope Borough, received a


23  portion of what they should have coming to them.  But as


24  a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the


25  biggest to lose -- what moneys we receive from the
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 1  federal government are to do programs to assist our


 2  members, our people.  And we have to find other moneys


 3  in order to come to deal with, you know, hearings like


 4  this right here.  We have absolutely no kind of


 5  assistance from the federal government, yet you keep


 6  coming and coming and coming at it.  You know, what's


 7  right is right and this is wrong.


 8            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you for your comments,


 9  George.


10            Okay.  Kaktovik?  Is there anyone at Kaktovik


11  who would like to speak and make a comment?


12            Nuiqsut?  Anyone at Nuiqsut who would like to


13  make a public comment?


14            Wainwright?  Anyone at Wainwright who would


15  like to make a comment?


16            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: None here.


17            DR. JIM KENDALL: Point Lay?  Is anyone at


18  Point Lay?  Would they like to make a comment?


19            MS. MARIE TRACEY: Yes.  Thank you very much.


20  My name is Marie Tracey.  Thank you for including us


21  villages in this teleconference.


22            I've never seen such large numbers of walrus


23  haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.


24  We've had belugas here in our village.  And when we get


25  the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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 1  the areas of the lease sales for industry to explore for


 2  oil.  I've heard the walrus, when they lose any members


 3  of their group, it's like going to a funeral.  It's so


 4  sad to listen to.  I have seen them make it to the beach


 5  and fallen asleep right in the surf.  This is when


 6  they're so tired.


 7            I know that -- I'd like to leave this thought


 8  with all of you.  When we have our Christmas feast in


 9  all our villages, think about what you're going to have


10  at that feast and what you're not going to have in five


11  and ten years from now.  Thank you very much.


12            MS. CILIA ATTUNGOWRUK: Hi.  My name is Cilia


13  Attungowruk, C-i-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-w-r-u-k.


14            And I am strongly not agreeing with the


15  drilling in the ocean because I have a daughter, and I'm


16  planning on having a boy.  And I want my son to go


17  fishing and hunting on that ocean.  And if they're


18  drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are


19  not going to come back.  They're going to go around and


20  away.  They have nowhere else to go but here.  This is


21  it.  Thank you.


22            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


23            Anyone else at Point Lay?


24            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Nobody at this time.  Thank


25  you.
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 1            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


 2            Let's move to the second row here.


 3            MR. MIKE HALLER: Anaktuvuk Pass.


 4            DR. JIM KENDALL: Oh, Anaktuvuk Pass.  I


 5  apologize.


 6            Anaktuvuk Pass?  Anybody for a public comment?


 7            MR. LAWRENCE BURRIS: For the record, Lawrence


 8  Burris.  That first name is spelled L-a-w-r-e-n-c-e;


 9  last name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.


10            Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not


11  directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.


12  However, through trading and bartering and good will and


13  generosity we do receive marine mammals of subsistence


14  foods.  And, you know, it's important to our Inupiaq


15  brethren on the coast, it's important to us here in


16  Anaktuvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns


17  that are voiced here tonight.  And thank you very much.


18            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


19            Anyone else there?


20            Okay.  Let's move to the second row here.


21  Next speaker.


22            MR. GEOFF CARROLL: Good evening.  My name is


23  Geoff Carroll, G-e-o-f-f C-a-r-r-o-l-l.  Lots of double


24  letters.


25            I'd like to thank you for coming tonight.  And
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 1  I've got to say, I really do appreciate your new


 2  science-based approach.  I think it is a much better


 3  system now than what we had under MMS.  I'm glad to hear


 4  that you seem to value the opinions and the knowledge of


 5  the local residents.  And it sounds like your approach


 6  to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the


 7  Beaufort Seas as long as possible to gather as much


 8  information about those areas is -- you know, that's


 9  well warranted.


10            I support the combination of alternatives five


11  and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the


12  Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this


13  five-year leasing program.  And I say that because I


14  just do not think we're ready.  I mean, the people here


15  are not ready for this to happen.  The technology that


16  we have to work with isn't there.  There are just a lot


17  of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start


18  looking at it, but I don't think we're ready.


19            First and foremost, we cannot clean up an oil


20  spill at this point.  I don't see how anybody can get up


21  there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good


22  chance of cleaning up an oil spill.  I mean, maybe if it


23  happened on a nice calm warm summer day there would be a


24  chance, but much more likely it's going to be a horrible


25  stormy windy day and you're going to be dealing with
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 1  either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.


 2  And there's just no equipment that's made to work in


 3  that.


 4            You know, you hear of something like Shell oil


 5  saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.


 6  I mean, why would they even say that?  That's just


 7  silly.  I mean, out of all the big spills I don't think


 8  they've ever gotten above single digits.  I mean, they


 9  retrieve less than 10 percent of the oil.  And the Gulf


10  of Mexico, less than 10 percent.  Exxon Valdez -- I


11  mean, it just isn't there.  We can't clean up a spill.


12            And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we


13  don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.


14  I mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States


15  does not have an icebreaker.  I mean, that is absolutely


16  pathetic.


17            We have one that's sort of a half-baked


18  icebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even


19  think about banging around out in the Arctic and doing


20  things when we don't even have the capability of -- you


21  know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Polar Sea,


22  I mean, half the time those things were broken down, had


23  a broken rudder, they had this, they had that.  I mean,


24  how can a country that can't even build a decent


25  icebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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 1  Arctic?


 2            Another thing, the Coast Guard.  I really


 3  admire the Coast Guard.  I admire the people that work


 4  for the Coast Guard, but I think they're the first to


 5  say we're not set up to cover what's coming in the


 6  Arctic.  They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even


 7  the expected traffic that's coming through there.


 8  They've really got to phase up before they're anywhere


 9  near ready to deal with the Arctic.


10            You know, an oil spill at the wrong place, the


11  wrong time, you know, it could be devastating to


12  wildlife populations from everything from bowhead whales


13  to plankton.  And I think it's been stated several times


14  the subsistence harvest is extremely important


15  nutritionally and culturally to the local population and


16  it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this


17  time.


18            I don't know, it's probably a poor analogy,


19  but a couple months ago they had a great article in the


20  National Geographic about these guys that were climbing


21  these amazing mountains with no ropes.  I mean, it was


22  just incredible.  But, you know, it's also really crazy.


23  I mean, it's just foolish.  And I just equate that to


24  drilling oil in the Arctic without being able to clean


25  up an oil spill, is the same thing.  It's not -- we're
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 1  not there yet.  It's not time.


 2            So I guess I would just like to repeat, I


 3  would like to support a combination of alternatives five


 4  and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the


 5  Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year


 6  plan.


 7            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you for your comments.


 8            And, sir, I believe you wanted to make a


 9  comment next?


10            MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: Yeah.


11            DR. JIM KENDALL: And your name, please, for


12  the record?


13            MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: My name is Elvis


14  Presley.


15            DR. JIM KENDALL: Elvis has left the building.


16            MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER: Good evening.  For


17  those of you that are American, they know me as Johnnie


18  Brower, but my Inupiaq country -- my Inupiaq name is


19  Nuvuk Kunaq.  And I'm not a United States citizen by


20  birth, and that's the way I like it.


21            The reason why you're here, the way you stated


22  it, is because of the way and the nature of what has


23  happened at the Gulf of Mexico district.  By all means,


24  they have all the industrial parts and places that can


25  facilitate and entertain the kind of problems that
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 1  occurred down there.


 2            But in an event hypothetically if something


 3  like that up here would develop, you don't have an


 4  industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,


 5  you don't have an industrial factory that can manipulate


 6  and make parts for things up here.


 7            You've heard from other people stating that we


 8  have some of the state of the art equipment and


 9  material.  One person mentioned that an icebreaker made


10  it to the North Pole but needed some parts to make it


11  back.  The country can have insufficient funds just to


12  promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then


13  have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a


14  part to it and then allow it to be able to come back, is


15  a very poor idea to one person's imagination.


16            To make things a little bit more


17  understandable, these EIS impact statements that's been


18  going on for quite some time, a lot of people come and


19  go.  They make their testimonies and they poured out


20  their hearts.  Some of them are not here anymore.  And


21  what's left of us, we're able to come and visit on the


22  entertainments of your appointments being here.


23            For me, I don't like the amount of time that


24  you guys use when you guys come to the communities.  You


25  guys make a hit and run and just take off.  The
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 1  community, it gets the idea that people get to say


 2  things, what they want to say a little bit, but then


 3  they have a lot of serious problems with it.  I wonder


 4  what they're going to do after they listen to us.


 5            Currently I'm an active member of the


 6  Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in


 7  the polar Arctic Alaska region.  I'm not in love with


 8  some of the activities that are going on, just to


 9  specifically state something within -- inside the state


10  boundaries of Alaska.  Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill


11  in '66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Umiat that was


12  already there in the 1940s.


13            And to say a little bit more -- elaborate a


14  little more about the Umiat area, my Native friends in


15  other communities, Inupiaq communities, utilize those


16  jurisdictions in Umiat area.  Personally, myself, I am


17  very appalled at the methods and the ways that are being


18  conducted in Umiat.  Previously before 1970, the


19  transformer fluid was utilized and abused in very


20  abusive ways.  And Congress passed a law in 1970


21  declaring the transformer fluid had some very serious


22  carcinogenic agents in 1917.


23            It saddens my heart for me to be able to say


24  this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was


25  removed from Umiat.  And it still continues to discover
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 1  that kind of material is leeching out of Umiat area


 2  after 2002.


 3            Now, from past exploration activities, if the


 4  United States Congress can budget these kind of things


 5  but cannot complete a cleanup and verify it like a


 6  really good professional house cleaner, certify it as


 7  they came in and cleaned it up, meaning that there'll be


 8  no other aftermath of the chemical in that location,


 9  now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no


10  telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.


11            I wouldn't approve any offshore lease sales or


12  development based on just what's happening in Umiat


13  alone by itself.  And I mean I would not approve


14  anything like that if I was a government official in


15  high place until the bottom line how to conduct and


16  thoroughly clean up something that occurred in the mid


17  1940s.


18            And to say it that way and that chemical, the


19  transformer fluid, is still leeching out and being


20  discovered in containers and being removed at


21  300 gallons at a time from Umiat area is mind-boggling.


22  And if there were some more other containers that are in


23  large quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw


24  floods, erodes, and damages an area where they were


25  buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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 1  where the fish are being conducted for subsistence


 2  harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and


 3  hunters, meaning because of what United States Congress


 4  passed a law in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has


 5  a very serious carcinogation to human health, that alone


 6  right there, still leeching on the Umiat, is giving me a


 7  real serious shake on my head.


 8            And that's the professionalism of what the


 9  United States Congress can produce.  And if United


10  States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of


11  things, they should prove to us United States


12  citizens -- that they made us to be United States


13  citizens even though we are not.  So give us something


14  to look at.  Give us something to understand.  You're


15  using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the


16  bush, but you've got a very serious problem in one


17  location that I am just holding on on purpose that is


18  not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job.


19  Thank you.


20            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much for your


21  comments.


22            We'll go back, but I understand that Atqasuk


23  village may be online.  Atqasuk?  Is that true?


24            Okay.  Harry?


25            MR. HARRY BROWER: Harry Brower for the
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 1  record.  I just wanted to make a final comment with


 2  regards to the comments you've heard tonight.  I'd like


 3  to indicate that I support the comments of the AEWC and


 4  the North Slope Borough.


 5            In regards to the comments of the


 6  environmental impact statement, the draft EIS, it means


 7  something to our community to be able to work together


 8  in providing these comments, and I hope they are


 9  meaningfully addressed in time.


10            And, like I said, it's a short period, in my


11  opinion.  That's what I shared.  Before January 9th,


12  2012, we still have to go through this learning curve of


13  what is really meant in the EIS and the changes that --


14  new changes that occurred within the new organization


15  and how -- how compliant are these industry operators


16  going to be in terms of what we've seen in the past.  I


17  hope to see those changes in a meaningful way.  Thank


18  you.


19            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very much.


20            And you had your hand up over here?


21            MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: Hi.  Leandra de Sousa,


22  and I'm speaking for myself.  I had a question.  There's


23  no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if


24  you're going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.


25  In the EIS you only mention the liquefied natural gas
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 1  facilities.


 2            DR. JIM KENDALL: Right.


 3            MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: So it's only mentioned


 4  for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's


 5  going to be implemented up here or not.  And my question


 6  is, what are the plans on that?


 7            DR. JIM KENDALL: I don't believe there are


 8  any plans at this time for LNG.


 9            MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: And my other comment


10  is, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing


11  that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for


12  more than half of the year here.  And it doesn't matter


13  how much complete information that you -- that you would


14  ever be able to get that for the open water season,


15  you'll still have this whole black box that you don't


16  know what's happening.


17            That's a future risk in post development and


18  the government and some cooperation has to be done to


19  fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's


20  possible, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russia,


21  international effort, because it is the Arctic as a


22  whole even though it's being explored on the United


23  States waters.  So it's something that has to be looked


24  and addressed at least saying there's -- it's a long,


25  long time of the year that not much is going on
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 1  biologically.  Thank you.


 2            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


 3            And over here?


 4            MS. LOUISA RILEY: Once again, for the record,


 5  my name is Louisa Riley, R-i-l-e-y.


 6            One of the things I remember from the elders


 7  is if there's a problem, try to give some suggestions as


 8  to what might be a solution.  We have lots and lots and


 9  lots of wind, you know, all year round.  And then during


10  the summer months, we have lots and lots of sunshine, 24


11  hours a day.  We need to think about quit being the


12  corporate oil tradition and to give more to wind or sun


13  or both.  And I think that would solve a lot of our


14  problems.  Thank you.


15            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Very good


16  comments.  Thank you.


17            Sir, your name for the record?


18            MR. GEOFF CARROLL: Geoff Carroll.  I think


19  you've got the spelling.


20            A couple things I forgot to mention.  The wind


21  thing is one issue.  And, boy, this fall, I mean, it has


22  just been one big winter storm after another.  I mean,


23  we had the hurricane for a while and a week later we had


24  another major winter storm and then another one.  Boy,


25  they were big.  Maybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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 1  looks like there's big changes going on with the weather


 2  in that respect.  And I think it's just going to become


 3  more stormy up here.


 4            Another thing -- and this is something,


 5  actually, we talked about last year when you were


 6  here -- my son, Gunnar, came with me to the meeting and


 7  he had done a science fair project.  And one of the aces


 8  in the hole that the oil company always held up about


 9  oil spills is, well, if we can't get it any other way,


10  we could burn it.  So as part of his experiment, we were


11  checking to see how successful a person could be at


12  burning oil in water.


13            And basically we took a big measured amount


14  of North -- we got our hands on some North Slope crude


15  and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at


16  room temperature.  And we had a blowtorch on it and best


17  possible chance of burning it.  In ideal circumstances,


18  you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there


19  burnt.  There were still lots of black stuff in the


20  water, but you could hold the torch right on and it


21  wouldn't burn.  Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there


22  was still lots of stuff in the water.


23            So then we cooled the water down to just above


24  zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing.  So then it


25  was down to 17 percent of it burnt.  And then we mixed
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 1  ice and water in there and then it was down to


 2  13 percent.  So it's like -- you know, and that was


 3  pretty ideal conditions.  That wasn't when there was


 4  waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of


 5  things going on.  This was in a pan in a room.


 6            Again, I don't think we have any ability to


 7  deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we


 8  get a little better at that.  It's pretty scary to think


 9  about mucking around out there with exploration and


10  drilling.  Thank you.


11            DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Sounds like Gunnar


12  is a future BOEM scientist.


13            DR. JIM KENDALL: I don't want to forget


14  anybody on line.  Does anyone on line have a comment


15  from any of the villages?


16            Kaktovik?  Nuiqsut?  Point Hope?  Wainwright?


17  Point Lay?  Aktuvuk (ph)?


18            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Anaktuvuk.


19            DR. JIM KENDALL: I'm still learning.  I'm


20  still learning.


21            Let me see if there's anybody else in the


22  audience that would like to make another comment.


23            MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.: I do.  One more.  Thank


24  you.  Bill Tracey again.


25            I want to speak a little bit on studies.  I've
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 1  got a problem with helicopters.  If you're doing a real


 2  study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we


 3  would do this by boat.  We would do this on foot.  We


 4  would camp in those areas, and we would capture the real


 5  animals as they naturally are.


 6            When you get industry or a contractor, a


 7  third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use


 8  helicopters or a fixed-wing airplane.  And what they're


 9  studying now is a scared animal, a scared whale.  They


10  don't act the same.  So when you get information from


11  these studies, you're not getting the real thing.  I


12  just wanted to point that out.


13            We've had -- one terrific study in the Point


14  Lay area was red-throated loon conducted by folks at


15  UAF.  It was a three-year grant.  They squeezed a fourth


16  year in.  And I commend those folks because they did it


17  all on foot.  They used a boat to get up the river and


18  make a base camp.  And they studied these loons and they


19  got the true bird, how it acts and lives up there.  And


20  they found out just about everything they can about the


21  loon.  We've had industry do studies up and down the


22  lagoon, and of course it was in a helicopter.


23            People talked about caribou tonight.  We had


24  some pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the


25  same time that there happened to be a coal mine study.
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 1  The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay


 2  where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and calving


 3  areas.  With all that noise of course from the


 4  helicopters there were no caribou for multiple years.


 5  That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess


 6  what?  The caribou is back.


 7            So when you read some of these studies, look


 8  at how they were conducted and then take that with a


 9  grain of salt.  Just something I wanted to pass on to


10  you.  Thank you.


11            DR. JIM KENDALL: Very valuable.  Thank you


12  very much for that.


13            Anyone else?  We still have a few minutes


14  here.


15            MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E: I would like to add a


16  written statement, which I will provide once I have


17  access to a printer.  I might mail them in.  And this is


18  on behalf of Pew Environment.


19            Some of their views are -- let's see.  Four


20  points here:  Honoring the community; input in values;


21  risk to communities and subsistence way of life; a new


22  approach by the Department of Interior, BOEM.


23            And I'll start with the fact that there are


24  already millions of acres based in the Beaufort and


25  Chukchi Seas.  So millions of acres in the Chukchi and
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 1  Beaufort Sea have already been leased to the oil and gas


 2  industry.  There are still significant questions about


 3  whether or not exploration and development can move


 4  forward safely on the acreage that has already been


 5  sold.


 6            Until oil spill prevention and response and


 7  protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,


 8  there is no need to create additional conflict and


 9  uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new


10  lease sales between 2012 and 2017.


11            Oil spill cleanup.  The fact that there is no


12  proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic


13  conditions with cold temperatures, limited ability,


14  broken sea ice, and high winds on top of the industrial


15  activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,


16  seismic activities, can impact bowhead, walrus, fish,


17  and other subsistence resources, very importantly, the


18  lack of information, the fact that there is little


19  baseline science that exists to measure the effects of


20  the spill on the Arctic ecosystem.


21            And this is where I'd like to speak very


22  personally, also on behalf of Pew once again.  The


23  Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional


24  foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq


25  people for thousands of years.  The federal government
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 1  must more effectively listen and incorporate the


 2  communities' traditional knowledge and perspective.


 3            Over the years Arctic communities and Alaska


 4  Native organizations have asked MMS, BOEM, BOEMRE, to


 5  remove subsistence use areas from the Beaufort and


 6  Chukchi program area boundaries.  Many of these areas


 7  have not been removed from leasing in the past.  There


 8  is no reason to delay implementation of subsistence


 9  deferrals that are well established and that will not


10  change during the next five years.


11            Recognition of these critical hunting and


12  fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 program plan will


13  reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide


14  greater certainty to all stakeholders.


15            And I would also like to add again the


16  importance of BOEM, the federal government, to ensure


17  the perpetuation of values and culture for our future


18  generations by -- through more education and awareness


19  on these processes.  Thank you.


20            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


21            George, I understand . . .


22            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Excuse me.  I forgot


23  to -- this is George Edwardson.  I forgot to mention --


24  can you hear me?


25            DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.
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 1            MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Yesterday afternoon


 2  before I started home I went to a meeting of the


 3  scientists of the federal government and the State of


 4  Alaska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the


 5  marine mammals.  And the topic was, you know, why are


 6  these seals dying off, why are the walruses in a


 7  situation they're in.


 8            There was NOAA, there was, you know, that


 9  NMFS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Alaska Fish and Game.  All


10  the state and federal agencies were looking at what was


11  going on with these seals and walrus, why was it


12  happening like that.


13            And finally when they came to the end, came to


14  summarize, you know, just how much we know whether as a


15  state or as a federal government, they couldn't even


16  give you an estimate on how many different types of


17  seals they were or where the seals went or why were


18  walruses in that situation they're in.  They couldn't


19  even come up with a number on ring seals, on spotted


20  seals, on bearded seals, on walruses.  They couldn't


21  even come up with a number to start with.


22            And that is something scary, and here you're


23  in the process of attempting to conduct a lease sale.


24  How can you do that when you don't even know what's in


25  the ocean?  It's putting a blind on and then going out
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 1  and going sword fighting.


 2            What are you going to do?  Let's get real.


 3  Sometimes this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop


 4  here.  We're practical people.  We're intelligent


 5  people.  We should all start acting like that.


 6            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George.


 7            Anyone else who would like to make some


 8  closing comments?  We have a few more minutes.  I don't


 9  want anyone to feel they were neglected.  Everything is


10  important.


11            Anyone in the villages on line that have


12  anything to say?


13            Okay.  I'm going to turn it over to Rosemary.


14            MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK: It's important to


15  recognize that there's important things to support.


16  There was some really good comments that came out of the


17  borough, on the Wildlife Department.  There was some


18  really good comments that came out from Geoff.  I really


19  appreciate Heather's comments; some of our elders,


20  Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill.  His good


21  comments in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.


22            These are very important comments, and we've


23  worked really hard on staying involved in this process,


24  becoming educated in all the various things.  We have a


25  lot vested in this process.  Our future generations are
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 1  depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray


 2  that a good decision comes.


 3            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very much


 4  for your comments, Rosemary.


 5            Anybody else have any comments before we end


 6  it?


 7            DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU: Well, I just want


 8  to thank everyone for their comments and for


 9  participating.  A lot of the comments were -- I mean,


10  how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the


11  comments are really came through.  And I just can't tell


12  you how much I appreciate and all of us here at BOEM


13  appreciate you taking the time and sharing them with us.


14            We've talked about -- we've had other meetings


15  over the past week or so, and a lot of these same issues


16  have been discussed in smaller settings.  This is a very


17  sort of formal setting.  You know, you provide us


18  comments and we listen.  And it's extremely useful, but


19  I also found the smaller settings can be much more


20  interactive and we can have sort of real human


21  conversations to be useful as well.


22            And so I appreciate you going through this


23  formal process, but I don't want to leave you with the


24  impression that this will be our only conversation or


25  this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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 1            Again, we've proposed a program that would


 2  have any potential leasing far down the record.  Part of


 3  the reason why we did that is to build in time for these


 4  types of sessions, but also what I consider even more


 5  productive smaller group sessions.  And so my staff will


 6  be here for that purpose, to gather information, collect


 7  traditional knowledge, inform our decision-making.  And


 8  I will be on the North Slope again soon myself.


 9            So, again, thank you very much.  I really


10  appreciate your time.  I really appreciate the


11  thoughtfulness and the sincerity you brought to


12  everything you said tonight.  So thank you.


13            DR. JIM KENDALL: And with that, could we ask


14  that someone give a closing blessing?


15            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: I do that for a living, so I


16  might as well.


17            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Good evening.  This is Point


18  Lay.


19            DR. JIM KENDALL: Go ahead, Point Lay.


20            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Our meeting was canceled due


21  to our weather and there were other functions that night


22  and we had canceled the meeting.  Would they be coming


23  back to Point Lay for another village meeting?


24            DR. JIM KENDALL: We will see what we can do,


25  Point Lay.  This is Jim Kendall.  It may be in person,
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 1  it may be a teleconference, but we're very sorry we


 2  didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely


 3  get your input.


 4            UNKNOWN SPEAKER: All right.  Thank you.


 5            DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very much


 6  for dialing in.


 7            (Blessing given.)


 8            (Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m.)
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2             (Invocation given by Nellie Nanauq.)
  


 3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is Jim Kendall with the
  


 4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.
  


 5             Now I will ask, who is on line, please?
  


 6             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.
  


 7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Point Lay.
  


 8             Anybody else?
  


 9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Kaktovik.
  


10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kaktovik.
  


11             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Wainwright.
  


12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We hear you, Wainwright.
  


13   Thank you.
  


14             Anybody else?
  


15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.
  


16             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Loud and clear.
  


17             That's four.  Anyone else?
  


18             Okay.  If anyone signs on later on, that's
  


19   fine.
  


20             My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm with the Bureau
  


21   of Ocean Energy Management, and I'd like to introduce
  


22   the very first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


23   Management.  We're a new agency.  We have a very new
  


24   director all the way from Washington, D.C., Director
  


25   Tommy Beaudreau.
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 1             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thanks,
  


 2   Dr. Kendall.
  


 3             My name is Tommy Beaudreau.  I'm the first
  


 4   director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


 5   Management.  As many of you know, following the oil
  


 6   spill in the Gulf of Mexico last summer, the Department
  


 7   of the Interior reorganized the former Minerals
  


 8   Management Service, MMS.
  


 9             The purpose for the reorganization was to
  


10   divide up the functions of the former MMS so that each
  


11   function could be performed better.  Under MMS you had
  


12   resource management, environmental assessments, leasing
  


13   and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as
  


14   revenue collection.
  


15             And because the revenues/royalties related to
  


16   offshore oil and gas activity were so large and so
  


17   important to the country, a lot of the focus of the
  


18   agency was on the revenue collections side and less
  


19   focus, less management focus, less attention, was
  


20   devoted to safety environmental studies.  The people did
  


21   those jobs and worked very hard at them, but because of
  


22   the demands and all of the other demands within the
  


23   agency those functions didn't get enough attention,
  


24   didn't get enough resources.
  


25             And so following the spill, one of the reforms


         Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100







5


  
 1   that was implemented was to reorganize offshore oil and
  


 2   gas oversight.  And that involved establishing three new
  


 3   agencies:  The Office of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,
  


 4   which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has
  


 5   been moved to a separate part of the Interior
  


 6   Department -- and then as of October, the division
  


 7   between my agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


 8   Management, and the safety authority, the Bureau of
  


 9   Safety and Environmental Enforcement.
  


10             And so I'm with BOEM.  I'm the first director
  


11   of BOEM.  BOEM's responsibility is really as a science
  


12   agency.  Our job is to do resource evaluations -- that
  


13   involves geologists and geophysicists -- to help
  


14   understand what resource potential exists offshore, to
  


15   do environmental studies and environmental evaluation,
  


16   to assess the impacts of oil and gas activity on the
  


17   environment -- that includes biologists, marine mammal
  


18   specialists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and
  


19   also we have social scientists concerned with
  


20   archaeological, cultural, and economic issues.
  


21             And so we're really a resource manager science
  


22   organization and policy organization.  Our counterpart
  


23   BSEE is a pure safety authority now.  Their
  


24   responsibility is -- involves engineers who look at
  


25   drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,
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 1   and the inspectors who go out and make sure that
  


 2   operations are being conducted safely.  And they also
  


 3   have responsibility for oil spill response planning and
  


 4   coordinating with the Coast Guard and other federal
  


 5   partners in connection with fulfilling that
  


 6   responsibility.  So that's broadly speaking what our
  


 7   agency does, what the reorganization was about.
  


 8             I want to thank you all very much for
  


 9   attending tonight.  It's a Friday night, it's in
  


10   December, it's close to the holidays, I know everybody
  


11   has other things that they could be doing, but I really
  


12   appreciate you giving us the time to have this
  


13   conversation and have this hearing about our next
  


14   five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and
  


15   gas, which includes some plans with respect to the
  


16   Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.
  


17             Really quick I'll give a brief overview of
  


18   what we propose, particularly with respect to Alaska,
  


19   and then Dr. Kendall will go into a little more detail
  


20   up front.  But really the purpose of this meeting and
  


21   what we want to have happen at this meeting is to
  


22   receive input and comments from you.  That's really what
  


23   it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that
  


24   you've taken the time to join us tonight.
  


25             Our five-year plan, we're responsible under
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 1   the law, under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, to
  


 2   develop a five-year plan that lays out a schedule for
  


 3   potential oil and gas leasing offshore.  It's our
  


 4   responsibility under the law to do that.
  


 5             Whenever we schedule a sale under that plan,
  


 6   it's not set in stone.  It's a potential sale.  It's
  


 7   something that we've calendared, but the Secretary has
  


 8   the authority to either go forward with the sale or not
  


 9   go forward with the sale.
  


10             With respect to Alaska, what is reflected in
  


11   our draft proposed program is a new approach to offshore
  


12   oil and gas leasing in the Arctic.  We have scheduled
  


13   one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale
  


14   in the Beaufort.  And we've scheduled both of those
  


15   sales late in the program; the Chukchi sale in 2016
  


16   potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,
  


17   potentially.
  


18             The reason we did that is we want to build in
  


19   time to, A, continue with scientific research, to
  


20   inform, first of all, whether or not leasing should go
  


21   forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.
  


22   That includes making use of traditional knowledge and
  


23   input from local communities.
  


24             Two, as all of you in this room know, if
  


25   activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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 1   a lot of thought needs to be given to what sort of
  


 2   infrastructure needs to be in place to support that
  


 3   activity, including oil spill response.
  


 4             And then third, we really want to take a
  


 5   different approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in
  


 6   the Arctic.  In the past, essentially some deferral
  


 7   areas were set aside.  But other than that, the entire
  


 8   area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi
  


 9   was made available to the companies to bid on.  That was
  


10   the traditional model in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was
  


11   essentially applied here in the Arctic.
  


12             We have something very different in mind for
  


13   the future.  What we would like is to have a much more
  


14   narrowly tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic
  


15   that is focused on, first, where the resource potential
  


16   is, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then
  


17   second, where the potential environmentally sensitive
  


18   areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as
  


19   subsistence hunting and fishing.
  


20             And so we want to design a program that
  


21   essentially looks at where the resource is and then with
  


22   forethought and consideration de-conflicts any potential
  


23   lease sale to remove conflicts with environmentally
  


24   sensitive areas and with alternative uses like
  


25   subsistence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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 1   offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maximum
  


 2   extent possible.
  


 3             So that's what's in our proposed program in a
  


 4   nutshell.  We are looking forward to getting public
  


 5   input on that to help us define what any potential lease
  


 6   sale would look like in light of those principles I just
  


 7   articulated.
  


 8             So Dr. Kendall will now go through a little
  


 9   bit about our process.  We'll do it quickly.  I think we
  


10   owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but
  


11   we don't want to take up too much time because, again,
  


12   what the session tonight is really about is hearing
  


13   input from you and not us talking.  So with that, I'll
  


14   turn it over to Jim.
  


15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Director
  


16   Beaudreau.
  


17             Again, my name is Jim Kendall.  Many of you
  


18   recognize me.  I've been here before.  But last time I
  


19   was here, I was in an acting capacity.  They sent me up
  


20   from Washington and said, "Okay.  Go up there for two or
  


21   three months and hold the fort down until we decide what
  


22   to do."  Well, that was a long time ago and I guess they
  


23   liked me and y'all liked me because now I'm here.  And
  


24   it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a lot more of
  


25   me.
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 1             Before we go on, I want to introduce the rest
  


 2   of our team.  We've got Bonnie Robson here.  Bonnie.
  


 3   Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the leasing division
  


 4   that is responsible for the proposed program.  She also
  


 5   was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so
  


 6   she's one of you.
  


 7             We've got Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our
  


 8   community liaison.  Many of you know Mike.  I depend on
  


 9   him to educate me on how to work with the communities
  


10   and just do a good job.  So I'm very thankful to Mike.
  


11             John Callahan.  John Callahan is from the
  


12   Office of Public Affairs.  He makes sure that when we
  


13   try to get something out to the communities, it's in a
  


14   way that is acceptable, that we get the message out and
  


15   that it's clear.
  


16             Rob McWhorter.  Rob McWhorter works for
  


17   another government agency called Argonne National Labs,
  


18   a very prestigious organization that is helping us with
  


19   the EIS, the environmental impact statement.  And I'll
  


20   go into that.
  


21             Janine Tobias.  Janine is from another agency
  


22   that I'll mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety
  


23   and Environmental Enforcement.
  


24             And last but not least, probably the second
  


25   most important person in the room -- you're number one.
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 1   We're here to hear you tonight.  The second most
  


 2   important person in the room is Valerie.  Now, Valerie
  


 3   is our court reporter.  And we want to make sure that
  


 4   everything that you say, your feelings, what you
  


 5   believe, Valerie gets down.  So, please, when we get to
  


 6   the public comment part, please state your name, spell
  


 7   your name, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk
  


 8   slow enough that Valerie can get it.  And that would be
  


 9   great.
  


10             So anyways, I'm going to go through a
  


11   PowerPoint here very briefly.  We have been listening to
  


12   the communities.  And sometimes when we do this, we
  


13   either bring too many pieces of paper or not enough or
  


14   not enough information to start the discussion.  So to
  


15   try to level the playing field so we're all starting
  


16   from the same place, let's take about ten minutes to
  


17   walk you through why we're here, to build on what
  


18   Director Beaudreau said.
  


19             First of all, we're talking about all of these
  


20   words, too many words.  Those are the official
  


21   bureaucratic words.  The first thing we're talking about
  


22   is the proposed program for 2012 to 2017.  "Proposed,"
  


23   that's a keyword.  Along with the proposed program is a
  


24   draft environmental impact statement, or a draft EIS.
  


25   So what we're talking about tonight is a proposed
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 1   program, not final, and a draft EIS, not final.
  


 2             Next slide please.
  


 3             As Director Beaudreau said, we're from the
  


 4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  That was the
  


 5   previous MMS that's broken up into three organizations;
  


 6   one organization that handled the money.  They moved out
  


 7   to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the
  


 8   engineers, the people that are out there actually
  


 9   inspecting things that know the engineering.  They're in
  


10   the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  And
  


11   there's a new word there, "environmental enforcement."
  


12   Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,
  


13   but they're also making sure that the environmental
  


14   mitigations that have been put in place and the
  


15   environment laws and regulations are followed.  Very
  


16   important.
  


17             Then those of us that were responsible for
  


18   doing the environmental reviews, doing the science,
  


19   following the laws like the Marine Mammal Protection
  


20   Act, we are in BOEM.  We manage the resource.  We're not
  


21   worried about the money.  We're worried about the
  


22   resource, working with the communities.  And the
  


23   engineers in BSEE worry about safety and environmental
  


24   compliance.
  


25             Next slide.


         Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100







13


  
 1             I threw this up.  Again, too many words.  The
  


 2   OCS Lands Act.  And we've heard this in the past and I
  


 3   heard this today at another meeting, you've been -- you,
  


 4   people like us, have been coming up here for 30 years
  


 5   and people say the same thing.  I want to point out it's
  


 6   not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30
  


 7   years, it's that the law requires us to be here.
  


 8             Before the Secretary can even propose a lease
  


 9   sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan.  Okay?  And a
  


10   five-year plan is required every five years.  And so
  


11   it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and
  


12   a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on.  But
  


13   before you do that, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
  


14   Act requires that we come out and talk to the community
  


15   so you know what's going on.
  


16             So I know it's difficult, it's a Friday night,
  


17   it's during the Christmas holidays, but you ought to
  


18   feel a little bit good that the law says, okay, you
  


19   people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the
  


20   communities and see what they have to say.  They're
  


21   important.  And so that's why we're here.
  


22             Next slide, please.
  


23             Where we are in the process.  And, in fact, I
  


24   I'm going to walk up here a little bit so I can touch
  


25   things.  We're at the very beginning of this five-year
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 1   plan for 2012 to 2017.  It's very broad.  Okay?  It's a
  


 2   broad document.
  


 3             Then would come a lease sale phase that
  


 4   Mr. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year
  


 5   plan, which is still not complete, then there may or may
  


 6   not be lease sales in it.  Well, if the Secretary
  


 7   decides those lease sales should proceed, then we have a
  


 8   process for public input.  We come back up here.  We
  


 9   talk to the communities.  You saw us last year, two
  


10   years ago, three years ago.  This is what's going on.
  


11   You need to know what's going on.  So that's why we come
  


12   back.
  


13             And then it proceeds through exploration,
  


14   production, and decommissioning.  If any of this occurs,
  


15   then it has to be returned to the way it was.
  


16             Next slide, please.
  


17             What is in this proposed plan right now?
  


18   Well, right now there are six areas included; a little
  


19   sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Gulf
  


20   of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the
  


21   Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.
  


22             If you've been following the process, a couple
  


23   of years ago there was a draft proposed program that had
  


24   more areas in it.  And as we start moving toward a
  


25   final, and we're not there yet, areas disappear for one
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 1   reason or another and there's a lot of discussion that
  


 2   goes on.
  


 3             Next slide, please.
  


 4             So probably what we're really interested in
  


 5   tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi.  Now, I'm
  


 6   going to repeat some of the things that Director
  


 7   Beaudreau said because these are very important.  There
  


 8   is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for
  


 9   the Chukchi for 2016.  Those have been intentionally
  


10   been pushed toward the end of the program so there's
  


11   more time for discussion, there's more time for more
  


12   science, there's more time to look at infrastructure.
  


13   All the things people are concerned with, we have got
  


14   time to consider even if they end up in the plan.
  


15             Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are
  


16   some areas that have already been taken out of the plan.
  


17   This red area here is a deferral, 25 miles.  Off of
  


18   Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off
  


19   of Kaktovik.  It's already been decided that nothing
  


20   should occur there.  There will be no lease sale there.
  


21             But that's not the end, and this is where
  


22   Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting
  


23   together a new way of doing business.  We've been doing
  


24   science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but
  


25   NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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 1             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Why is it only 25
  


 2   miles?  If you do too much seismic explorations, you
  


 3   destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two
  


 4   months of microscopic animals that the endangered
  


 5   species animals eat already during the seismic
  


 6   explorations.  And if you only have a 25-mile buffer and
  


 7   then you do another five years of seismic exploration,
  


 8   you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the
  


 9   endangered species animals, they won't have any places
  


10   to go feed left.
  


11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good question.
  


12   This is not --
  


13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  I would ask you to
  


14   extend that to 200 miles.
  


15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it's not written in
  


16   stone yet.  So that's a good comment.  And we need your
  


17   name.  Your name, sir?
  


18             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Nuvuk
  


19   Kunaq.
  


20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good.  See, that's what
  


21   we're getting at.  This is the new way.  Right now,
  


22   that's what it is in this proposed document.  Right now
  


23   as we speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking
  


24   these comments, we're taking the science that's been
  


25   done, and we want to take in traditional knowledge --
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 1   sometimes I call it traditional science -- on what areas
  


 2   should also be red.
  


 3             As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,
  


 4   these whole areas were offered up for lease.  That's not
  


 5   going to happen.  Right now we're looking at where are
  


 6   the whale migration routes, where are special
  


 7   subsistence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.
  


 8             And if we look at those areas and we look at
  


 9   where there's some oil and gas, we want to de-conflict
  


10   areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas could
  


11   occur and not impact subsistence and the whale
  


12   migrations and things and where should it not occur.
  


13             So your question is right on and the last
  


14   chapter is not written yet.  So you're right on.
  


15             Next slide, please.
  


16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me?
  


17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Hello?
  


18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me.  Hello?
  


19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Hello.
  


20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  For those of us that are in
  


21   the villages, would you have the people come up to the
  


22   mic, please, so we could hear their comments, too?
  


23   Thank you.
  


24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're not
  


25   really to the public comment period yet.  And when we
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 1   do, we will have a mic.  But the gentleman had a very
  


 2   good comment about the slide, so I didn't want to put
  


 3   him off until the comment period.  We're only going to
  


 4   have a few more minutes here.
  


 5             Next slide.
  


 6             Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is
  


 7   considered.  That would be an industry interest only
  


 8   sale, that if there is any substantial interest by
  


 9   industry to actually have a sale in there.  Then we
  


10   would start the process within terms of the National
  


11   Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera.  But
  


12   we're not going to extend resources in an area where no
  


13   one is interested in terms of industry, because those
  


14   are resources we can devote to other areas where there
  


15   may be interest.
  


16             Next slide.
  


17             This environmental impact statement I'm
  


18   talking about, this book, this is it here.  It's not
  


19   three copies of it.  It's one document.  One
  


20   environmental impact statement, it's three volumes.
  


21   It's huge.  Sorry about that, but there's a lot of
  


22   people working on it.
  


23             What is this all about?
  


24             Slide.  Next.
  


25             It's to disclose plans.  For transparency, we
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 1   want people to know what other people are talking about,
  


 2   what industry is talking about, what the government is
  


 3   talking about, what others are talking about.  So we
  


 4   want everybody to know what people are talking about.
  


 5             Next.
  


 6             It's also to involve the public.
  


 7   Congratulations, you are now part of the process.
  


 8             Next slide.
  


 9             To identify and evaluate alternatives.  There
  


10   are some alternatives, I believe, over on that wall.
  


11   Now, since this is a proposed document, nothing is
  


12   written in stone, and things may go away.  It may be
  


13   that as we move through the process -- we talked to
  


14   people, we looked at the science, we considered
  


15   traditional knowledge -- through all these areas, the
  


16   areas where a lease sale might occur and the number of
  


17   sales may change.  Okay?  So it's not finished.
  


18             Next.
  


19             To avoid negative effects.  That's right, sir,
  


20   we don't want damage to the environment.  We don't want
  


21   damage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera.
  


22   That's part of the law.  So that is considered in this
  


23   document.
  


24             Next.
  


25             And to unify environmental analysis.  We don't
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 1   want a cookie cutter.  There has to be a way of pulling
  


 2   all the science together and all the people that are
  


 3   doing the work.  For example, this document here, this
  


 4   massive document, it's not just us.  NOAA was a
  


 5   cooperating agency.  They helped with it.  The State of
  


 6   Alaska helped with it.  And last but not least, the
  


 7   North Slope Borough helped us with this document.
  


 8             So in terms of unifying environmental
  


 9   analysis, we want to make sure that anybody that has
  


10   information or can contribute to the document has their
  


11   say so we don't miss anything.  Because when Director
  


12   Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,
  


13   the ultimate decision-maker, they can lay the
  


14   information out and show the Secretary what has been
  


15   done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be
  


16   made based on the best available science, information,
  


17   and traditional knowledge, which is very important in
  


18   the Arctic.
  


19             Next slide, please.
  


20             Some of the things that are in this
  


21   document -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect
  


22   of noise, seismic surveying, the noise that comes from
  


23   drilling, service vessels.  If there was something that
  


24   happened after a lease sale and there was some
  


25   development and some exploration disturbances in terms
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 1   of pipeline or anchoring, air emissions, related coastal
  


 2   activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these
  


 3   are things that have to be discussed up front and
  


 4   they're in this document.
  


 5             Next.
  


 6             And the list goes on.  Marine and coastal
  


 7   birds, fisheries, marine mammals, ecological resources,
  


 8   socioeconomics, subsistence.  They're in the document.
  


 9   We think it's a good document, but it's not perfect.  We
  


10   want help with it.  So that's why it's out for review
  


11   and for anybody to comment.  What did we miss?  Did we
  


12   miss some citations?  Does traditional knowledge say
  


13   something that we ought to have in this document?
  


14   That's what this is all about.
  


15             Next.
  


16             Deepwater Horizon.  Director Beaudreau
  


17   mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad
  


18   accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people
  


19   died, a lot of oil in the water, 5 million barrels, a
  


20   lot of pollution.  That cannot be allowed to happen
  


21   again.
  


22             So not only was our agency, the previous MMS,
  


23   restructured, but there's been new laws and regulations,
  


24   new things have been discussed.  For example, many of
  


25   you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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 1   the Arctic.  Well, instead of waiting to build that
  


 2   capping containment system that they built in the Gulf
  


 3   while everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to
  


 4   have one ready to go in the Arctic immediately.  So
  


 5   things like that are considered.  There has to be a
  


 6   third party verifying that a blowout preventer works.
  


 7   So there's been a lot of changes to make sure that
  


 8   tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the
  


 9   document.
  


10             Next.
  


11             I'm about to end.  I've talked too much.  But
  


12   to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit
  


13   the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 knowing
  


14   that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new
  


15   one has to start.  We started this process in 2008 and
  


16   there was a draft proposed program in January of 2009.
  


17             Not so fast.
  


18             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sorry.
  


19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then from January 2009
  


20   to March 2011, we collected more information.  So now
  


21   you have the proposed program, not a final, and a draft
  


22   EIS.
  


23             Next.
  


24             And from November through January 2012, we're
  


25   collecting comments on this document so that we can make
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 1   it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the
  


 2   Secretary of the Interior, they have the best
  


 3   information, the best science, the best traditional
  


 4   knowledge, the best economic analysis, so a decision can
  


 5   be made that everybody knows how it was made.
  


 6             Next.
  


 7             And sometime next year, late next year, we
  


 8   will have a final program that may look very different
  


 9   from the one now in terms of the sizes of the areas.  It
  


10   may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified.  And
  


11   then we'll have a new and improved EIS.  And all that
  


12   will go to the Secretary and to the Congress.  And
  


13   that's what the law requires.  We're going to take
  


14   advantage of this time to make sure it's the absolute
  


15   best documents and plan we can come up with.
  


16             Next.
  


17             And then finally, last slide.  It's in the
  


18   document, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging
  


19   somewhere, you can go to our web site and look at the
  


20   document and submit comments.  You can send comments to
  


21   Mr. James Bennett.  You can take one of the discs.  And
  


22   we've got a couple of copies of the big document that
  


23   Rob has.
  


24             So our goal here is for people to know what's
  


25   being discussed and help us provide the decision-maker
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 1   with the best information to make the best decision for
  


 2   everybody.  So that's why we're here tonight.
  


 3             And you've probably heard too much of me
  


 4   speaking, but before we get right into the public
  


 5   comment period, I understand there are some
  


 6   representatives of the local area involved here.
  


 7             And, Emma, I know I asked you to give me a
  


 8   list, and you're on that last, but because we're in the
  


 9   North Slope Borough and this is your chambers, would you
  


10   mind giving your opening comments and then introducing
  


11   our next colleagues from the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
  


12   Commission?
  


13             MS. EMMA POKON:  Thank you.  Good evening.  My
  


14   name is Emma Pokon, E-m-m-a P-o-k-o-n.  I'm an assistant
  


15   attorney for the North Slope Borough.
  


16             On behalf of the North Slope Borough, I wanted
  


17   to say thank you for coming to Barrow.  Thank you for
  


18   traveling around the North Slope and visiting the
  


19   communities that would be affected by any activity
  


20   offshore.  We think it's really important that the
  


21   agency hears from community members, from the residents,
  


22   and understands what their concerns are.  So thank you
  


23   for making an effort to do that.
  


24             Like many of our residents, the North Slope
  


25   Borough is concerned about offshore development.  We met
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 1   earlier today.  We'll continue to be involved in the
  


 2   NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submit
  


 3   formal written comments during the comment period.
  


 4             We're here because of the five-year plan, but
  


 5   I also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge
  


 6   encouragement that we received today, encouragement that
  


 7   our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is
  


 8   listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that
  


 9   we've raised.
  


10             Today there was a conditional approval of
  


11   Shell's Chukchi Sea exploration plan.  But among the
  


12   conditions on the approval was a requirement that Shell
  


13   cease drilling into zones capable of flowing liquid
  


14   hydrocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date
  


15   of ice encroachment, on September 24th.  This is an
  


16   important step in the right direction, and so I wanted
  


17   to take a moment to say thank you and also to
  


18   acknowledge that we think that this signals that the
  


19   agency is listening to the comments that the public
  


20   offers at these meetings and work that the borough and
  


21   other entities put into in reviewing these documents.
  


22             So, again, thank you and welcome to Barrow.
  


23             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


24             MS. EMMA POKON:  Johnny Aiken is the executive
  


25   director of AEWC, and I believe he has a statement that


         Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100







26


  
 1   he wanted to make this evening.
  


 2             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Is it okay if I sit here?
  


 3             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yeah.  Absolutely.
  


 4             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Thank you.  Good evening,
  


 5   Mr. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues.  For
  


 6   the record, my name is Johnny Aiken, executive director
  


 7   of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.
  


 8             First of all, I would like to congratulate you
  


 9   on your new position and to welcome you to Barrow.
  


10   First, let me say that we really appreciate you coming
  


11   to our community to talk with us on some of the issues
  


12   that are important to us.
  


13             The work you are doing is very important
  


14   because it can have a significant effect on all of us
  


15   here on the North Slope.  We appreciate having this
  


16   opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our
  


17   issues.  I also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower
  


18   and I yesterday and being able to talk with us and your
  


19   colleagues on a one-on-one basis.  I hope you have
  


20   enjoyed your stay so far in Barrow.
  


21             I want to start by making it very clear to you
  


22   what AEWC's job is.  Our job is to protect the bowhead
  


23   whale and its habitat, and the bowhead whale subsistence
  


24   hunt especially.  That is why AEWC was formed and that
  


25   is what everyone in our communities looks to us to do.
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 1             AEWC represents 11 villages from -- all the
  


 2   way down from the St. Lawrence Island to the Village of
  


 3   Kaktovik in the east.  We have tried not to get involved
  


 4   with supporting or opposing oil and gas development, and
  


 5   we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead
  


 6   whale and its habitat.  And that is what AEWC has always
  


 7   done since we were first formed in 1977.
  


 8             In the last few years, we have been seeing a
  


 9   significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.
  


10   The last time we saw this much interest in offshore oil
  


11   and gas exploration and development was in the 1980s,
  


12   but that died down much to our relief all the way
  


13   through the 1990s except for BP's work to develop
  


14   Northstar.  It was pretty quiet, but there were still
  


15   some offshore activity going on every year.
  


16             In the 1980s, there were a lot of impacts to
  


17   our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village
  


18   of Kaktovik and Nuiqsut so that the AEWC and those
  


19   hunters learned how to deal with those impacts.  Our
  


20   federal government did not help us very much so we
  


21   learned how to work closely and directly with the
  


22   industry to develop mitigation measures to keep their
  


23   work from interfering with our hunt.  This is the way we
  


24   do things.
  


25             Where we live up here, it's pretty remote, as
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 1   you may have seen these past few days.  Not as remote as
  


 2   it used to be, but still pretty remote.  If we don't
  


 3   find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get
  


 4   done and we will not have survived up here for all this
  


 5   time.
  


 6             The AEWC developed the Conflict Avoidance
  


 7   Agreement by working every year with the offshore
  


 8   operators who were coming up here.  Every year we have
  


 9   had to learn about their operations and observe their
  


10   impacts to our whales and our hunting.  And we had to
  


11   develop mitigation measures that would work for our
  


12   whalers and also the industry.
  


13             This hasn't always been easy and sometimes we
  


14   don't see things in the same way and end up in serious
  


15   disagreements, but we just keep doing this because they
  


16   want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our
  


17   whaling.
  


18             We have had to figure out how to share that
  


19   area with the industry and to make sure that the habitat
  


20   out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can
  


21   keep hunting them.  The Conflict Avoidance Agreement is
  


22   the best tool we have for making all of this work.  And
  


23   the industry has been able to get a lot done under the
  


24   Conflict Avoidance Agreement while the whalers are
  


25   assured that there will be no interference with the
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 1   hunt.
  


 2             There's been a lot of exploration in the
  


 3   Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been
  


 4   quite a bit of development at Northstar and at the
  


 5   Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and
  


 6   ExxonMobil.  We've worked with all these companies on
  


 7   their development under the CAA, and we've worked with a
  


 8   lot more exploration activities in both the Beaufort and
  


 9   the Chukchi Seas.
  


10             Sometimes it takes a while for companies to
  


11   learn how to work with us.  It took Shell a long time
  


12   these past few years, but now they seem to be getting it
  


13   and they're becoming a pretty good neighbor for us.  But
  


14   still we have some problems with some of the other oil
  


15   companies like ConocoPhillips and Statoil.  They don't
  


16   want to sign a CAA.  Instead, they want to use the Plan
  


17   of Cooperation.
  


18             It's my understanding that they get the idea
  


19   for the Plan of Cooperation from language in the
  


20   National Marine Fisheries Service regulations.  It's
  


21   also my understanding that the POC language in those
  


22   regulations were put in there to get the companies to
  


23   work with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and our
  


24   whaling captains on the CAA.  When that language got put
  


25   in there, the federal government was recognizing that
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 1   our CAA is a good approach to helping the industry get
  


 2   along with the subsistence hunters up here in the
  


 3   Arctic.
  


 4             The government wanted the companies to keep
  


 5   working with us to negotiate mitigation measures that
  


 6   allow us to share the water.  And the federal government
  


 7   was recognizing that the best people to develop those
  


 8   mitigation measures are the ones that actually use the
  


 9   ocean.  That means the hunters and the operators.
  


10             But now we have these companies that use the
  


11   Plan of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell
  


12   people what they're going to do without trying to work
  


13   out these mitigation measures.  They show up and get
  


14   people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out
  


15   information and then leave.  They are using the POC as a
  


16   backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was meant
  


17   to do.  We are very disappointed with this.
  


18             We suspect that the oil companies are telling
  


19   the federal government that they have worked with the
  


20   villages when they give you their reports in regards to
  


21   the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs.  The POC is not an
  


22   agreement between the villages and the oil industry.  It
  


23   really doesn't mean anything to the whaling captains up
  


24   here.
  


25             This is not a helpful way to go, and we need


         Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100







31


  
 1   your agency and the NMFS to help us push them, come to
  


 2   the table, and sign the CAA.  The CAA is the best way
  


 3   for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get along
  


 4   and get some work done.  It's been working since 1985
  


 5   when the CAA was first negotiated and still working.  I
  


 6   think that says a lot because in the beginning we did
  


 7   not get along, and I thought both Shell and AEWC would
  


 8   never be able to work together on these issues.
  


 9             We also have developed an Oil Spill Mitigation
  


10   Agreement for drilling activities.  We first worked this
  


11   out with BP for the Northstar project.  With BP it's
  


12   called the Good Neighbor Policy.  But with the other
  


13   companies, we have started calling it the Oil Spill
  


14   Mitigation Agreement because people have begun to use
  


15   the title of Good Neighbor Policy to mean other things
  


16   besides the oil spill mitigation.
  


17             With this agreement, we have an insurance
  


18   policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other
  


19   areas to hunt if our resources are not available in
  


20   traditional hunting areas.  I certainly hope that we
  


21   will never need to use this, but it is very important to
  


22   have in there in case something happened.
  


23             The other thing we need to work on with you is
  


24   making sure we have the deferral areas removed.  I know
  


25   that Nuiqsut has already told you that they need a
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 1   deferral area east off Cross Island, and I'm sure that
  


 2   AEWC is going to support them on that.
  


 3             I don't know for sure how the other villages
  


 4   feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik
  


 5   and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but
  


 6   we will have our whaling convention in February and we
  


 7   can ask the villages at that time if they want any input
  


 8   on this issue.  I would like to be able to get back with
  


 9   you with that information after we have talked with them
  


10   in February.
  


11             We need the -- we also need the federal
  


12   government to keep supporting good research up here.  We
  


13   need the right kind of research on cumulative impacts,
  


14   because we have to be concerned about keeping our
  


15   ecosystem healthy.
  


16             So we would like to be able to work with you
  


17   on all these issues, and I hope you will take our
  


18   concerns seriously.  I stress very strongly, though,
  


19   that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it
  


20   as the best and only tool that our community depends on.
  


21             AEWC will be submitting formal comments to
  


22   your agency when the time comes.  And, again, thank you
  


23   for visiting with us and I would like to wish all of you
  


24   a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
  


25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Johnny.
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 1             Before we go into the general comments, I'd
  


 2   like to see if there are elders in this audience as well
  


 3   as in the villages that are on line to offer testimony
  


 4   and comment first.
  


 5             So, Johnny, could you help me?  Is there
  


 6   anyone in the audience, an elder, that would like to
  


 7   comment?
  


 8             We're still on line, folks, in the villages.
  


 9   We're just having a little side discussion here.
  


10             MS. NELLIE NANAUQ:  (Speaking in Inupiat.)
  


11             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Did you guys need a
  


12   translation?
  


13             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yes, please.
  


14             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be wonderful.
  


15             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Now you know what we've
  


16   been through.  To give you a little bit of an example,
  


17   that's what happened to us.  You know, to give you some
  


18   example, I was a nine-year-old girl and went through the
  


19   same experience being in a boarding school.
  


20             I didn't realize I was going to translate
  


21   her -- by the way, my name is Louisa Riley.  She
  


22   explained -- I mean, she told you her Inupiaq name and
  


23   also that she's lived all her life and knows all the
  


24   traditional knowledge about -- and we do have people
  


25   that live here that has those knowledges.  And to use
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 1   them as getting all the information, that is very
  


 2   important.
  


 3             You know, I've heard a lot of our elders.  I
  


 4   myself is an elder in training.  I'm a very young elder
  


 5   in training.  And that's how we learn, from our elders.
  


 6   And so it is an honor for me to translate what she
  


 7   said -- and I wish I had thought of it, but she said
  


 8   that we do have a lot of people that knows the
  


 9   knowledge.  We do have people that work with the Inupiaq
  


10   people.  You know, we are the Inupiaq people up here.
  


11   We are the original people up here.
  


12             So there are some workers that are here -- I'm
  


13   glad to have met you, too, so I could identify who you
  


14   are, because there's always -- so much changes.
  


15             But the other is, you know, seasonal.  You
  


16   know, she was talking about the seasonal changes in the
  


17   ocean and to have that knowledge from people that know
  


18   that.  So that's what I have on here.
  


19             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thank you.
  


20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank
  


21   you.  And her comments have been recorded so we can get
  


22   further translations later.  So thank you.
  


23             Are there any other elders in the chamber
  


24   before I go to the villages for elders?
  


25             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  My
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 1   nickname is Johnnie Brower.  My Inupiaq name is Nuvuk
  


 2   Kunaq.  There are two things that I don't like about
  


 3   this meeting.  First, the rules and regulations within
  


 4   the State of Alaska boundary.  Second, the federal
  


 5   sector for the federally recognized tribes.
  


 6             I'm more in favor of the rules and regulations
  


 7   that would be imposed on these matters by the federally
  


 8   recognized tribal sectors because they have ability to
  


 9   put things up the way I would like to see them.  The
  


10   North Slope Borough has a State boundary limit, which is
  


11   okay for land-based people living on land.
  


12             One of the bigger concerns that I have that
  


13   I'm not too fond of is after the seismic explorations
  


14   took place for a couple of months -- you know what a
  


15   black tide is compared to a blue tide and a red tide?
  


16   The black tide is the dead matter of all -- all
  


17   microscopic animals that our endangered species animals
  


18   eat.  It's a combined mixture of the -- when it's
  


19   already dead, it collects and mingles with the algae and
  


20   other microscopic animals and it becomes larger and
  


21   larger.  And these were reported as black sheens and
  


22   black tides in our Arctic waters.
  


23             And when this kind of thing gets into areas
  


24   where seals, walruses, and other animals flourish and
  


25   eat and migrate to and travel from, these kind of
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 1   things, you don't have -- budget money to explain to
  


 2   people.  You have to have the seismic exploration, and
  


 3   you're playing games in the polar Arctic waters.
  


 4             And if you do too much destructive damages on
  


 5   the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you're reducing
  


 6   the fresh food that supplies the different areas of
  


 7   different countries from our polar Arctic region, not
  


 8   just for our Alaska region.  And that's one part that
  


 9   people don't understand very good.
  


10             I -- as an Inupiaq person, I am not in love
  


11   with watching my own future generations going to end up
  


12   having to see some of the things that we are seeing.
  


13   It's not going to happen at the moment, but it's
  


14   developing slowly where it will become a long-term
  


15   effect.  Just exactly the same way -- before I went to
  


16   school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe
  


17   Bay, I was able to run around the North Slope country on
  


18   a dog team moving reindeer near here with friends and
  


19   relatives.  I can't even do that.
  


20             The places where I hunt and fish in Prudhoe
  


21   Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff
  


22   like that.  Fifteen years ago I went over there to do
  


23   some hunting, and the security said that I don't belong
  


24   there.  I'm Inupiaq in my own Inupiaq country and they
  


25   tell me that I don't belong there.
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 1             The concept of the Inupiaq country that I'm
  


 2   talking about is altogether a separate entity that's not
  


 3   with the United States nor the Russians.  My ancestors
  


 4   going back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the
  


 5   Arctic Ocean coastal line was 12,500 years ago?  Does
  


 6   anybody in Washington, D.C., who imposes all these
  


 7   things, know these things and how much my people's
  


 8   ancestors -- my ancestors and my people on how far their
  


 9   history and language goes back in time?
  


10             I am really appalled in the way -- how some of
  


11   these things have been conducted since the oil was
  


12   discovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by means I -- I'm
  


13   not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has
  


14   devastated me, my people, my culture, our way of life,
  


15   and we're still trying to explain that we would like to
  


16   keep our way of life and our culture and our food
  


17   sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in
  


18   our future generations to come so that they may live a
  


19   healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people
  


20   and say, "We need this, we need that."
  


21             I would more or less like to see something
  


22   that Bill Clinton introduced to our country saying thank
  


23   you to the Native American society in North America in
  


24   the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country
  


25   over yours.  And one of these days I'd like to see the
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 1   Native society say, "Okay, United States, time is time,
  


 2   enough is enough, you've done too much."
  


 3             I think it's about time you need to pay rent.
  


 4   Your lease or your amount of time that you have occupied
  


 5   my Native country, you need to pay money so we could get
  


 6   some revenues into our account that our families really
  


 7   need really bad.  Thank you.
  


 8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank
  


 9   you for your comments.
  


10             Any other elders that would like to speak
  


11   before I ask for elders in the region -- in the other
  


12   villages?
  


13             Okay.  With that, Kaktovik, I believe you're
  


14   on the line.  Are there any elders that would like to
  


15   speak before I get to public comments?
  


16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.  There's none here in
  


17   Kaktovik.
  


18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


19             I guess Nuiqsut is on the line.  Any elders in
  


20   Nuiqsut that would like to speak first, please?
  


21             Wainwright?  Are there any elders in
  


22   Wainwright that would like to speak?
  


23             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  No elders
  


24   here.
  


25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.
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 1             And there was one other village that I missed.
  


 2             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.
  


 3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay.  Point Lay?
  


 4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here at this time.
  


 5   Thank you.
  


 6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anaktuvuk Pass, I understand
  


 7   you're on the line.  Any elders that would like to speak
  


 8   first?
  


 9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  There's none here at this
  


10   time.  Thanks.
  


11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


12             And before we move to the general public, an
  


13   elder just walked in.
  


14             George, I'll let you write.  I don't want to
  


15   miss you.
  


16             George Edwardson just walked in.  And before
  


17   we open it, I would like George to finish signing in and
  


18   see if he has any comments, because I know he knows what
  


19   we're here for.
  


20             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Could you tell me what
  


21   it's about?
  


22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  We're
  


23   here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to
  


24   2017.
  


25             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.
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 1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And I know you're one of the
  


 2   very knowledgeable elders here, and I hate to put you on
  


 3   the spot, but I know you're busy.
  


 4             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've got me on
  


 5   the spot.
  


 6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've got you on the spot.
  


 7             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  This is the
  


 8   EIS -- right --
  


 9             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Correct.
  


10             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  -- for the five-year
  


11   plan?
  


12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Five-year plan that's a
  


13   draft.
  


14             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  And some of the limits
  


15   on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dumped
  


16   in the water has already been increased so you could do
  


17   more dumping in the ocean; is that right?
  


18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  I don't think so, no.
  


19             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  It hasn't passed yet?
  


20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.
  


21             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've always
  


22   known how I thought and felt about you, the federal
  


23   government, attempting to go out in the Arctic Ocean.
  


24   That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,
  


25   healthy with the harvest we get from the marine mammals
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 1   in the ocean.
  


 2             And the industry talks about how safe they can
  


 3   operate now.  The safety of that operation they do, they
  


 4   talk about oil boomers they could use, which don't work
  


 5   when the current gets over three knots because the oil
  


 6   starts to go over it and under it.
  


 7             And when you look at vessels and ice
  


 8   conditions, the United States had two icebreakers.  One
  


 9   is broken down for more than a year and the one that was
  


10   working went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts
  


11   in order so it could come back.  That is not a, you
  


12   know, very safe backup for attempting to go out in the
  


13   ocean.
  


14             And you understand the ocean's going around in
  


15   a circle around the Arctic Ocean?  A big piece of ice
  


16   sits out here in the front, ten years later it comes
  


17   back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice
  


18   around and how cold temperatures are.  In the warm
  


19   waters when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself
  


20   apart and the lighter ends disappear and makes it a
  


21   little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.
  


22             And just to give you an example, in 1942 when
  


23   they were building new lines 50 miles to the east of
  


24   here, a Liberty ship ran aground.  And in order to save
  


25   it, they had to dump the bunker oil into the ocean in
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 1   order to float it to save it.  And they did save the
  


 2   boat.  But every time a storm hits that high water mark,
  


 3   it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in
  


 4   the inlet and then it starts killing all over again.
  


 5   This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now.  Still is
  


 6   toxic.
  


 7             And it is a scary thing you do when you sit
  


 8   down and come up with a five-year plan to go offshore.
  


 9   And as a people, we have been telling you over and over
  


10   all these years, no, no, but nobody can seem to hear.
  


11   We must not be speaking the same language.
  


12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.
  


13             Now we're going to open it up for general
  


14   public comments.  How about if we start with the very
  


15   back row?  Would anyone in the very back row like to
  


16   make a comment?
  


17             And your name, please?
  


18             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  My name is Bill Tracey,
  


19   and I don't care how you spell it.
  


20             I came here tonight -- I guess I've said this
  


21   before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and mammals
  


22   that can't be here tonight.  I've had the distinct
  


23   privilege of spending entire weekends and months with
  


24   walruses that have hauled out onto the shores of Point
  


25   Lay.  You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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 1   buffer zone of 25 miles up from Point Lay to Wainwright.
  


 2   We appreciate that.  The walruses appreciate that.  But
  


 3   it's really not enough.
  


 4             These animals are hauling out because there
  


 5   isn't any more ice nearby that they can rest on, where
  


 6   they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.
  


 7   They find themselves making their way to land and
  


 8   spending one month, and it's working towards two months
  


 9   now, of every year looking for a place to rest.
  


10             These animals, when they beach themselves,
  


11   they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.
  


12   They're sick.  We're finding sores all over these
  


13   walruses, all over the seals, along with the belugas.
  


14             Point Lay is another area where belugas really
  


15   like to conjugate.  There's a lagoon system there.  This
  


16   lagoon system is about 100 miles long.  It's pretty
  


17   unique.  It's got more water fowl and sea mammals than
  


18   anywhere else in the world.  They spend their summers
  


19   there.
  


20             These areas are very sensitive, along with
  


21   thousands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea
  


22   and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik.  All
  


23   these shorelines are used.  So in order to get to these
  


24   shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper
  


25   waters to make their way north to south and back.
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 1             I had lunch with 20,000 walruses.  I got to
  


 2   watch them, like I was telling you, for hours and hours
  


 3   and days and days.  My wife and I.  My wife is on line
  


 4   from Point Lay right now.
  


 5             We found ways to get close to them.  We
  


 6   observed them.  We photographed them.  We shared those
  


 7   photographs so that other people wouldn't have to make
  


 8   their way there and disturb them and probably cause some
  


 9   sort of stampede.
  


10             We were finding hundreds of dead walruses,
  


11   mostly juveniles.  Their population in the next couple
  


12   of years is going to be very sad because so many
  


13   juveniles have died because they're on land.  I guess
  


14   this summer the closest ice to the walruses was over
  


15   700 miles away.  There was no way that they could use
  


16   that ice.  I mentioned that we noticed that these
  


17   animals were getting sick, there were sores.  Scores of
  


18   them were dead.
  


19             And I want to mention something about the
  


20   belugas, too.  Point Lay hunters have been harvesting
  


21   belugas for as long as I've been there, and I have only
  


22   been there since 1973.  Point Lay's history goes way
  


23   back, and belugas was one of the mainstays there.
  


24             This year, the animals seem to be a different
  


25   group.  And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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 1   the belugas that they were normally seeing were much
  


 2   larger.  This is a group of -- a pod of belugas that
  


 3   were mature but smaller.  So we're not sure where this
  


 4   group actually came from.
  


 5             A lot of strange things happened.  That
  


 6   barrier island that makes the Kasegaluk Lagoon is losing
  


 7   ground.  The erosion is tremendous.  The shorelines are
  


 8   falling into the sea.  I really hate to see, you know,
  


 9   what's going to happen once we lose that Kasegaluk
  


10   Lagoon.  And I think we will lose it.  We've already had
  


11   a couple of homes fall into the ocean because of the
  


12   erosion.
  


13             But back to the animals.  Where some of the
  


14   present lease sales have already been purchased, it's
  


15   just 90, not quite 100, miles west of Point Lay where
  


16   the walruses are hauling out.  We believe that the
  


17   walruses are going out that far and foraging.  They like
  


18   to hit that Hanna Shoal area.  It's very shallow and
  


19   rich in nutrients for these animals.
  


20             If they're making it out that far and we're
  


21   allowing drilling muds and that sort of thing to be
  


22   dumped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea
  


23   floor, I'm afraid that that's an alien material that's
  


24   going to do damage to these animals.  If not to them
  


25   directly, indirectly through microorganisms that they're
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 1   feeding on.  I don't know how much study has gone into
  


 2   that.
  


 3             We heard a little bit earlier about the black
  


 4   tide.  I like that term.  And one thought that I had was
  


 5   the sea ice that's melting has held these microorganisms
  


 6   and algaes for thousands of years and now that the ice
  


 7   is melting and receding, this stuff is being released
  


 8   and it's making its way to our shorelines.  It's making
  


 9   its way into the stomachs of these animals.  I could be
  


10   wrong, but prove me wrong.  Really.
  


11             There's just so much going on up here that I
  


12   really don't think it's time that we jump to any
  


13   conclusions that we're ready to drill.  Maybe we are;
  


14   maybe we aren't.  But when there's always that question,
  


15   you want to err on the good side.
  


16             I think we need some more science up here, and
  


17   I think we need to really watch what these animals are
  


18   doing.  They're crying for help.  There's just so much
  


19   activity up here, so much is going on.  Just in the 40
  


20   years that I've been here, it's like day and night.
  


21   Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you will, and they're
  


22   proposing more roads.
  


23             The oceans here are becoming ice free.  Those
  


24   are the new highways.  We're going to have more traffic
  


25   up here.  Are we ready for it?  No.  We can't help
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 1   traffic in need out there.  We don't have the
  


 2   icebreakers.  We don't have the ships.  We don't have
  


 3   the Coast Guard up here.  We don't have deep water.  If
  


 4   a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is
  


 5   to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water
  


 6   ports here.
  


 7             I can go on and on.  There's just so much
  


 8   going on up here, and it's happening so fast that I
  


 9   think we need to slow down and, you know, count our
  


10   blessings really.  So far so good.  We haven't had any
  


11   major incidents.  We don't want any major incidents.  We
  


12   want everybody to do their best.  We want technology to
  


13   catch up.  We're not asking for a whole lot.
  


14             Mr. Brower stated that -- and others that the
  


15   ocean is our garden.  All our food, a majority of our
  


16   food, is coming from the ocean.  If that were to change,
  


17   how do we deal with that?  We don't do well living on
  


18   hotdogs.  The whale is part of this heritage, this
  


19   culture, along with all the other animals.
  


20             And respect is why everybody is still here,
  


21   why things work here.  They respect the land.  They
  


22   respect the ocean.  They respect the animals.  They
  


23   respect each other.  And we would like to respect
  


24   everybody that comes here and says that they're here to
  


25   listen to us, to work with us.
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 1             And with that, I'd like to thank you folks for
  


 2   coming and doing just that.  You're listening to us,
  


 3   you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.
  


 4   So thank you.  Thanks for this opportunity to speak.
  


 5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
  


 6   comments.  Thank you.
  


 7             Anybody else in the back row, because I'm
  


 8   going to move it to the second row now.
  


 9             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  Sure.  I'm ready now.
  


10   You caught me off guard last time.
  


11             Hi.  Good evening.  Qaiyaan Su'esu'e for the
  


12   record, Q-a-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.
  


13             Good evening, teleconference land, from
  


14   Utqiagvik.  It's good to be home.
  


15             I want to, first of all, thank BOEM folks for
  


16   being here.  As you know, it's been quite a journey the
  


17   past couple weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the
  


18   chance to attend various public hearings and hear
  


19   comments from other villages and other regions as well.
  


20             Along the road I have always liked to provide
  


21   my own comment on behalf of my subsistence way of life,
  


22   my upbringing, and what I have a feeling most of my
  


23   peers and fellow Inupiaq have the same feeling as, which
  


24   is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes
  


25   more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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 1   look very closely at the risks involved, which, again,
  


 2   are the fact that there is very little proven cleanup
  


 3   methodology.  There's very little baseline science yet.
  


 4   There's very limited infrastructure that we have to work
  


 5   with.  Those are some main obvious things that need to
  


 6   be taken into consideration.
  


 7             Also, I -- with the news today hearing that
  


 8   BOEM conditionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it
  


 9   really is good to know that our public comments and
  


10   concerns of our tribal governments and organizations are
  


11   being heard.  And it gives me hope that with the new
  


12   BOEM administration -- it gives the public hope that
  


13   we're -- our voices are heard.  So thank you for this
  


14   opportunity to publicly comment.
  


15             Some of the things that I've noticed
  


16   throughout attending different hearings -- and I would
  


17   like to pass this message along from folks in the
  


18   villages who have brought me to the side and asked me
  


19   over and over, "Who are they now?  Which group is this?
  


20   What are they doing here?"  I think some of the most
  


21   beneficial things to improve the process, at least with
  


22   the -- in going through the EIS, the public comment
  


23   period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the
  


24   public are better educated in what meetings we will be
  


25   attending.
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 1             I noticed coming back to Barrow and asking,
  


 2   you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the meeting?"
  


 3             "What meeting?"
  


 4             So I think more public awareness and maybe
  


 5   perhaps an educator from BOEM rather than sending
  


 6   individuals trying to scramble and figure out, who are
  


 7   they now, what are they here for, what process, what
  


 8   step are we in.  It would be beneficial to spend the
  


 9   time and effort to have more outreach to the communities
  


10   on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind
  


11   of meeting we're in today.
  


12             And I think that's about it for now.  That's
  


13   all I can think of.  I have spoken so much I just have
  


14   run out of words.  But I'm just really glad to be home,
  


15   and welcome you here.  It's so good to hear AEWC
  


16   comments and from our elders.  And what I can say as a
  


17   young person is, I was born and raised as well to listen
  


18   to our elders.  Federal government or a young adult,
  


19   listen to our elders.  Thank you.
  


20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


21             And I believe, gentleman, you had your hand up
  


22   in row two?  Your name please?
  


23             MR. DUKE MORROW:  Good evening.  Hi.  Duke
  


24   Morrow.  I just have a question about process.  We're
  


25   sitting here tonight -- I'd like to congratulate all the
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 1   people from BOEM for being here and the efforts they're
  


 2   putting in to educate us on this five-year plan.  But,
  


 3   in fact, BOEM is here because of a political reality due
  


 4   to an oil spill last year.  Had that not happened, we
  


 5   would be talking to different people under different
  


 6   circumstances.  So what happens next year when there's a
  


 7   change in the political realities?
  


 8             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  So you're
  


 9   absolutely right.  If there wasn't an oil spill, one
  


10   person who wouldn't be here would be me.  The whole
  


11   reason I came to the Interior Department was because my
  


12   partner, Mike Bromwich, and I were asked by the
  


13   President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior
  


14   Department to implement these reforms.
  


15             And the changes we made to offshore oil and
  


16   gas oversight in terms of the structure of BOEM, the
  


17   structure at BSEE, are meant to be lasting changes.  Let
  


18   me give you one example:  Lasting changes that won't
  


19   sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and
  


20   whichever party is in power and that sort of thing.
  


21             And I'll give you one example.  One of the
  


22   most fundamental structural changes we made within BOEM
  


23   was the appointment of a chief environmental officer, a
  


24   lead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Alan
  


25   Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for
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 1   overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par
  


 2   with the officials responsible for the leasing program,
  


 3   has an equal say in the five-year program and any
  


 4   potential lease sale with the folks who organize and
  


 5   plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --
  


 6   provide a voice for environmental science and make sure
  


 7   that we're striking the appropriate balances.
  


 8             We made that person a career official, and so
  


 9   he -- or in the future maybe she -- is embedded, his
  


10   career, his professional -- there's continuity across
  


11   administrations and by our design, we hope, isn't
  


12   affected by the politics at the moment.
  


13             One of the -- when we were speaking with the
  


14   borough earlier today, one of our tasks early on is to
  


15   establish BOEM's reputation; what is BOEM, what are we
  


16   known for, how do we want people to think of us?  And it
  


17   is fundamentally as a scientific organization;
  


18   geologists, geophysicists, biologists, marine mammal
  


19   specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,
  


20   anthropologists.  But the common theme there is our
  


21   decision-making has to be grounded in the data, in the
  


22   science.
  


23             I get asked by politicians, I get asked by
  


24   reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad
  


25   spot?  You've got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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 1   you know, don't want to see leasing, you've got
  


 2   politicians on the other hand who think you're not doing
  


 3   enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's
  


 4   right?"  And my answer is, the only way is science.  The
  


 5   only way is relying on the data, relying on the
  


 6   information, allowing that to shape your
  


 7   decision-making.
  


 8             That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's
  


 9   how we arrived at the decision with respect to limiting
  


10   the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration
  


11   plan.  It was based on our assessment of the data, how
  


12   long it would take to mount a relief well operation,
  


13   open water spill response, the time it would take to cap
  


14   and contain that well.  And so it wasn't political, it
  


15   wasn't influenced one way or the other by what
  


16   politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career
  


17   staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping
  


18   the decision.
  


19             And that's the institution we want to build.
  


20   And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it will
  


21   be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and flows
  


22   depending on who's in office.  But that's what we have
  


23   in mind.
  


24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We're still back
  


25   on the second row there.  Anybody want to speak?
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 1             MS. DALLAS-LEE BROWER:  I'm Dallas-Lee Brower.
  


 2   And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope
  


 3   that you will include in your science the traditional
  


 4   whalers, the traditional ways, with respect because so
  


 5   often we have observed that the scientists because of
  


 6   their training and because of their degrees have put
  


 7   themselves high and above the people here and throughout
  


 8   Alaska who have great knowledge, and so I wanted to make
  


 9   a strong point about that.  Thank you.
  


10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I am
  


11   the new regional director for Alaska.  I'm a trained
  


12   scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100
  


13   percent right.  On my watch, traditional knowledge will
  


14   be treated with respect and the people that do science
  


15   from my organization will do so, period.  It's very
  


16   important.  So thank you for your comments.
  


17             Anybody else in -- okay.  Sorry.
  


18             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Good evening.  Harry
  


19   Brower, resident of Barrow.  Born and raised here in
  


20   Barrow itself.  I have shared with you my different
  


21   capacities I've held in Barrow in meetings we've had
  


22   here.  I'm currently the chairman of the Alaska Eskimo
  


23   Whaling Commission, representing our animals around our
  


24   villages, and the deputy director for the Department of
  


25   Wildlife Management doing research on our resources that
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 1   we depend on for subsistence.
  


 2             In regards to the information you provided and
  


 3   wanting some feedback, you know, this is a lot of
  


 4   information that we try to absorb in just a matter of
  


 5   time since the printing of the document, receiving the
  


 6   document, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being
  


 7   reflective of some -- the majority of our concerns.
  


 8   Some are; some aren't.  It gives and takes in different
  


 9   areas of the document.
  


10             Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments
  


11   from our elders, again, the level of interpretation
  


12   that's provided and understanding the document is very
  


13   critical in the ways to -- how do we best meet the need,
  


14   how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly
  


15   take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening
  


16   for the very resources that we depend on for
  


17   subsistence.
  


18             It's -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it
  


19   could have been a very positive thing because of what
  


20   happened in the Gulf.  It depends on how you view it,
  


21   and I express your concerns to the thought.  I was very
  


22   glad Nanauq made her comment about her upcoming, her
  


23   lifestyle, subsistence.  The ocean provides a lot of our
  


24   food, and that's the way it's been since as a child
  


25   growing up.  The level of interpretation was -- by no
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 1   means -- no mistake -- no pun intended to downplay
  


 2   anything or anybody or anything like that.
  


 3             The level of interpretation, it has its
  


 4   impacts as well.  She was referring back to her
  


 5   childhood and her parents raising the family along with
  


 6   her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas
  


 7   where they did their subsistence activities, and that is
  


 8   a very significant statement.
  


 9             You know, we grew up using these resources.
  


10   The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,
  


11   whales.  And then in turn subsisting off those resources
  


12   it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.
  


13             So when you -- you know, we've changed over
  


14   time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've
  


15   seen going forward.  These are very important things to
  


16   keep in mind in our culture.  Because if we make any
  


17   kind of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence
  


18   activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on
  


19   whether we survive or die in the midst of things.
  


20             We don't allow for mistakes when you're living
  


21   here in the Arctic.  It's a very unforgiving area to be
  


22   in.  There's no room for error.  You get into
  


23   life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.
  


24             And that's what we've tried to express over
  


25   the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.
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 1   In the beginning I remember my elders indicating, no, we
  


 2   don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore.  No
  


 3   offshore oil and gas.
  


 4             Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in
  


 5   the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see
  


 6   our federal government regardless of our statements
  


 7   continue holding lease sales, and yet we -- even though
  


 8   we're in opposition, we still like to remain at the
  


 9   table to be able to help steer the development activity
  


10   occurring offshore.
  


11             Even though in my mind I say no to offshore
  


12   oil and gas, I still want to be at the table to help
  


13   steer that activity, regardless if the participants like
  


14   me or not.  I still want to be at the table.
  


15             So that's where we -- you know, we give and
  


16   take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to
  


17   the wall and we've got no more room to back up but to
  


18   stand at attention, but we'll be there.  I make my
  


19   comments because of what I've learned over time and
  


20   going to these meetings.  It's not an easy thing to be
  


21   here providing comments.
  


22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, Harry.
  


23             Okay.  The third row down --
  


24             MR. HARRY BROWER:  I just want to continue.
  


25   In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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 1   interpretation of the document, you can't expect one
  


 2   person to be able to find you a whole length
  


 3   of information within a short period of time.  It's very
  


 4   important for you to come back even -- this one-time
  


 5   meeting isn't enough.
  


 6             The introduction of the document -- this is
  


 7   the first introduction of that, basically, by the
  


 8   agency, by the federal government, holding the lease
  


 9   sale, and yet we're expected to provide comments within
  


10   a short period of time, 45 days.  And this is going to
  


11   be impacting us for the next five years.
  


12             I think it's unfortunate that we're put in
  


13   this situation in terms of providing comments.  If that
  


14   time could be lengthened, it would be appropriate, but
  


15   it's up to, again, our federal government to make those
  


16   decisions and how you plan to pan out your offshore oil
  


17   and gas development into the future.
  


18             I think I'll stop here.  I see there's other
  


19   people that want to make comments as well.  I probably
  


20   could sit here all day and all night talking to you
  


21   because I just came back from another meeting with
  


22   onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the morning, and I
  


23   don't think I want to be here another night, especially
  


24   a Friday night, until 1:30 in the morning.  Thank you.
  


25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.  Always a
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 1   pleasure.
  


 2             Anybody else in the second row before we go to
  


 3   the third row?
  


 4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  (Speaking in Inupiaq.)
  


 5             Greetings to everybody.  I'm glad you guys are
  


 6   here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened.  Up
  


 7   to maybe 100 years ago.  But it's really -- I feel like
  


 8   we're moving forward.  And like Harry said, we still
  


 9   want to be part of it even though it makes us cry.  We
  


10   could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,
  


11   50 years ago, so I'm just glad that we're able to do
  


12   that.
  


13             Most of my life, of my adult life, I have been
  


14   working with my families, our Inupiaq families, the
  


15   devastation of what happened to our families.  So I
  


16   would like to see social impact for our families.  We
  


17   didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went
  


18   through.
  


19             To give you an example, I grew up in the
  


20   Kaktovik area.  After the pipeline was built, one summer
  


21   the caribous did not go through.  Fortunately, my uncle
  


22   John Hagle (ph), a traditional Inupiaq man, had his
  


23   little store.  He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they
  


24   sent him 100 cases of turkey.  Our Creator was watching
  


25   out for us.  We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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 1   that summer.  Because in those days, we did not get
  


 2   planes every day like we do today.  So that was the
  


 3   devastation.
  


 4             I'd like to see social impact, where once we
  


 5   get that -- we need the oil companies to help or the
  


 6   government to help, too, take care of our families
  


 7   because it devastated us.
  


 8             You know, he said 30 years.  That's 30, 40, 50
  


 9   years of so much changes and it's still so much changes,
  


10   and we don't get a chance to really process it in our
  


11   Inupiaq.  You know, just like when I was translating, I
  


12   have to think backwards because we speak Inupiaq totally
  


13   opposite.  So when you're speaking to me in English, I
  


14   have to turn it over again.  So in that process, we lose
  


15   more than half of what's being said.
  


16             And like our young -- I love to see our young
  


17   people, you know, being vocal.  That gives me warm
  


18   fuzzies, because there's somebody that's going to take
  


19   over to look out for our future generation.  Because
  


20   I've seen and I work with the impact it had on me and my
  


21   families, and beg, borrow, maybe sometimes steal to try
  


22   to get the help for my impacted -- from the oil
  


23   companies 40 years ago.  So I'd like to see that.
  


24   That's my dream.  And I hope in my lifetime.  Thank you.
  


25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
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 1   for your comments.
  


 2             So we're going to move to row four.
  


 3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Good evening.  My name
  


 4   is Leandra de Sousa, S-o-u-s-a, and I work for the
  


 5   Department of Wildlife Management for the North Slope
  


 6   Borough.  And I'd like to thank you for coming here
  


 7   today and listening to the concerns.  We have a few
  


 8   comments that I'd like to share.
  


 9             First, we would like to say that we would
  


10   recommend a combination of alternative five and six for
  


11   the draft PEIS, which would exclude both the Beaufort
  


12   Sea and the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration
  


13   of the 2012-2017 OCS leasing program, because that would
  


14   be keeping with our strong belief that the potential
  


15   risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in
  


16   Arctic waters.
  


17             However, if the sales are to take place, we do
  


18   support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling
  


19   deferral areas that you have, the program, and also the
  


20   25-mile coastal buffer zone.  And we also support the
  


21   single sale, three to five period in each planning area.
  


22             We would also like to emphasize that
  


23   mitigation measures should be in place similar to the
  


24   ones used by BLM in the NPRA process and should require
  


25   multiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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 1   better understand the localized environment, resource
  


 2   use, and potential risk of operations.
  


 3             And also we would like to request that area
  


 4   deferred from the past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sales
  


 5   not be included in areas to be offered for lease in the
  


 6   five-year schedule, and that a comparable deferral area
  


 7   should be added across Cross Island.  And also that a
  


 8   coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 miles instead
  


 9   of 25 miles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's
  


10   keeping with the NMFS recommendation of previous
  


11   comments.
  


12             And also include a deferral zone over the
  


13   addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal
  


14   because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice
  


15   dynamics make it a refuge for ice-dependent species,
  


16   such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water
  


17   season when development is happening.
  


18             And we'd also like to have more clarity on the
  


19   leasing program and the leasing sale mitigation measures
  


20   stating that tankering will not be allowed for the
  


21   transport of oil from Arctic OCS planning areas.  And
  


22   also that a zero discharge policy will be implemented in
  


23   the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of
  


24   OCS gas development.  Thank you.
  


25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
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 1   comments.
  


 2             Anybody else in row four before I go on?
  


 3   Rosemary?  State your name for the record, please.
  


 4             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Rosemary
  


 5   Ahtuangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k.  I've lived in
  


 6   Barrow for a year and a half.  I've had -- about five
  


 7   years before, I went to Nuiqsut and I spent 24 years in
  


 8   Nuiqsut.  My mom was born and raised up here.  We have a
  


 9   strong traditional background.  We hunted and harvested
  


10   from the lands and waters.
  


11             This is very important for our family.  This
  


12   is very important for our nutritional well balance and
  


13   being.  I have a son who has diabetes.  I know when he's
  


14   eating a more traditional diet he doesn't need as much
  


15   insulin.  This is concerning for us because we have so
  


16   many people that are starting to have trouble with
  


17   diabetes.
  


18             We've had a tremendous increase in respiratory
  


19   illness.  We've talked tremendously about this in many,
  


20   many meetings.  We've asked for increased restrictions
  


21   to gas.  We've asked for recognition of the air quality
  


22   concerns near communities that are facing some of these
  


23   issues.  We've asked support to have a stronger health
  


24   impact assessment process.  We need to have this process
  


25   start now.  It can't wait.  It needs to be incorporated
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 1   into multiple layers to get a good assessment process.
  


 2   It needs to be looking at the wellness of our foods, but
  


 3   also of our people as a whole.
  


 4             The problem we have in the process is that we
  


 5   don't have enough data in our databases to adequately
  


 6   assess our concerns for health impacts.  There's been a
  


 7   lot of effort to go out and research our animals, but to
  


 8   research us, it didn't happen.  We could have learned a
  


 9   lot.
  


10             But now we know from other health impacts that
  


11   have been -- health assessments that have been done
  


12   already, two spills, that people that are of
  


13   child-bearing ages should not work in a spill response
  


14   area.  Children should not work in these areas.  But
  


15   what about us who live and raise our children in these
  


16   areas and our risk factors for these concerns?
  


17             We're very concerned about other development
  


18   activities that have passed that have already
  


19   contaminated some of our foods, and the difficulties we
  


20   have in assessing some of these issues and following up
  


21   some of these assessments.  If we didn't have some of
  


22   our tribal people involved in some of these processes,
  


23   the government's process to come up with an assessment
  


24   would have sampled no contaminated lakes.  But our
  


25   tribal people asked a lot of questions, got involved in
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 1   the process, and have been involved continuously.
  


 2             I went to school to become educated as a
  


 3   physician's assistant.  I went through the community
  


 4   health and training program in our villages.  We don't
  


 5   have doctors.  Our health aides provide our care.  Our
  


 6   health aides need to have more exposure to improved
  


 7   education within this process.  There's a lot of demands
  


 8   and stress that are being put on them and the amount of
  


 9   care that they're having to give to our people because
  


10   we're having increased respiratory distress.
  


11             The disruption it gives to our families when
  


12   we have to take our children out to be medevaced out to
  


13   a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a
  


14   parent with them.  It also takes a lot of stress from
  


15   our family members that have to have -- maybe they're a
  


16   responder for the fire department.  Maybe they're the
  


17   person that's sitting for our community on the assembly.
  


18   When you take them out sick in the medevaced process,
  


19   you're taking them out with all the other hats that they
  


20   wear and contribute to this process.
  


21             Nuiqsut was hit tremendously.  We absorbed the
  


22   process of going through oil and gas development, and we
  


23   feel like Nuiqsut was sacrified as the social bowl of
  


24   assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas
  


25   development in the Arctic.  People of Cordova feel like
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 1   they were in the social bowl without research related to
  


 2   what happens to an oil spill.  There was a lot of
  


 3   information that we could have been incorporating into
  


 4   this process to protect our people.
  


 5             But when I toured the Gulf spill, I still saw
  


 6   the lack of enforcement of protecting measures to help
  


 7   protect the people when they're working on the spill.
  


 8   They were not given regulators.  They were not using
  


 9   them.  People that lived in that area, there were
  


10   hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,
  


11   but it just looked like a smattering of a response;
  


12   ineffective placing of booms, nonmaintenance of booms.
  


13             The kind of boats that they have in the Gulf
  


14   are not the kind of boats that we have up here.  We
  


15   don't have those types of ports where we're even going
  


16   to bring in these kinds of boats to even get some of
  


17   this equipment loaded into these areas.  We don't have
  


18   areas along the coast to even initiate some of these
  


19   responses, let alone staging areas for them to refuel or
  


20   getting any assistance in the process.  There's so much
  


21   that we don't have up here.
  


22             We're not prepared for a process to go through
  


23   a lease sale right now.  There's so much that we need to
  


24   absorb from learning from the Gulf spill that needs to
  


25   be incorporated in a good process, not the process that
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 1   has been occurring at this time.
  


 2             We're very concerned because Nuiqsut went
  


 3   through impacts related to loss of harvesting of
  


 4   caribous.  We went through changes of the natural
  


 5   environment that affected our ability to harvest in the
  


 6   Arctic.  We went through processes where seismic
  


 7   activity diverted the whale.  Nobody helped us through
  


 8   those processes, and it was very difficult for us.
  


 9             The social impacts that we talked about didn't
  


10   get documented in the recording processes that are
  


11   effective to help us in these assessment processes that
  


12   are before us.  We went through training programs to
  


13   help us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes
  


14   are not absorbed into our planning process for these
  


15   different things, and yet we're having tremendous
  


16   amounts of numbers continue throughout the North Slope
  


17   and other communities throughout the Arctic Ocean and
  


18   yet the understanding for that.
  


19             I had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked me,
  


20   why do I keep talking about these kinds of things, why
  


21   do I press these issues about the importance of our
  


22   health and our traditional uses.  She told me all of her
  


23   female relatives have died of cancer.  That's a
  


24   tremendous burden for me to carry in these processes
  


25   because I've got to find a way to help and build a hope
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 1   that the concerns for health are not going to be
  


 2   ignored.  It's so important that we have a better
  


 3   process before us because we have children in our
  


 4   communities that feel they don't have hope because their
  


 5   families were exposed with previous studies that give
  


 6   them concerns.
  


 7             And the tremendous amounts of cancer rates,
  


 8   we've seen that also happen in other communities across
  


 9   this North Slope.  I moved to Barrow just a year and a
  


10   half ago and I've had over 20 people tell me about
  


11   leukemia.  That's a tremendous burden to bury in this
  


12   process.
  


13             The resources to try to care for that are not
  


14   existent up here.  We have to travel far away to give
  


15   our hopes to try to be treating for that process.  It
  


16   really compromises stakes for that process.  Those
  


17   people are very difficult to even bring back home when
  


18   they do go through these treatments.  The resources to
  


19   assess them and to monitor and to help them are very
  


20   limited here.  Even if we get this brand-new hospital
  


21   built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal
  


22   with these kinds of things.  Still we're going to have
  


23   to go elsewhere.
  


24             These costs are astronomical, but we know when
  


25   our bodies, the breast milk, is showing contaminants and
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 1   multiple chemicals that are coming from all sorts of
  


 2   development activities that are coming down into the
  


 3   Arctic and wrecking our air quality up here.  Tremendous
  


 4   amounts of emissions and particulate matter, nitrous
  


 5   oxides and all these other things, that are being
  


 6   emitted from oil and gas development have affected many,
  


 7   many people.
  


 8             Please learn from this process.  Please
  


 9   prevent this from coming up here.  We are not ready for
  


10   a lease sale.  There should not be a consideration of
  


11   this process in the Gulf or up here.  We have much more
  


12   that we can be doing to build the process.
  


13             We didn't learn from the GS-2 spill and yet
  


14   we're facing things like this.  During that GS-2 spill
  


15   in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,
  


16   Alpine and Liberty.  I stood up and opposed the
  


17   Northstar lease sale -- the Northstar development
  


18   process.  And I filed a lawsuit for over 17 years in
  


19   that process because I know the risks for our
  


20   traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the
  


21   federal government's energy needs.  Thank you.
  


22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
  


23   comments.
  


24             Your name, please?
  


25             MS. HEATHER DINGMAN:  My name is Heather
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 1   Dingman.  That's H-e-a-t-h-e-r D-i-n-g-m-a-n.
  


 2             My comment would be on Section 4.3.2 to the
  


 3   health impact assessment, which is described under
  


 4   National Environmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA
  


 5   regulations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to
  


 6   which the proposed action affects public health or
  


 7   safety.'"  It also goes on to state that impacts on
  


 8   human health can be considered beforehand, public and
  


 9   decision-maker awareness can be promoted, and prevention
  


10   or mitigation can be built into the operations.
  


11             With that said, at the end of this section, it
  


12   states, "It would be more appropriate to discuss impacts
  


13   to site-specific populations at the lease sale level
  


14   when a better understanding of who will be affected is
  


15   clear."
  


16             And that specific statement, what I'm
  


17   concerned about, how this conclusion came to be.  Were
  


18   health impacts ever evaluated and concluded that it
  


19   didn't have a great enough impact to discuss in this
  


20   EIS?  And is it at BOEM's discretion whether or not to
  


21   evaluate human health in the EIS?  It would seem that
  


22   BOEM would be concerned to see the link how this plan
  


23   would affect public health and safety, as NEPA states
  


24   and is quoted in the EIS.  And lastly, an HIA would give
  


25   BOEM a better understanding of who would be affected.  I


         Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100







71


  
 1   strongly recommend to BOEM to reconsider implementing an
  


 2   HIA plan.
  


 3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
  


 4   comments.
  


 5             Row four before I go to the -- George?
  


 6             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I forgot to introduce
  


 7   myself when I was talking.  My name is George Edwardson.
  


 8   I'm the president of Inupiat Community.
  


 9             And just to finish off, the EIS, environmental
  


10   impact statement, that means this is the process you use
  


11   to see if whatever development you're going to do is
  


12   safe or not safe.  The first EIS that came over the
  


13   Arctic Ocean was back in the late '80s, and we were
  


14   guaranteed one and a half major oil spills then.  We
  


15   were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi
  


16   when they done their first exploration.
  


17             And I forgot to give you my education.  I'm a
  


18   geologist.  I'm a mining and petroleum technician.  I
  


19   was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat
  


20   that ever came to the State of Alaska in 1968.  I was a
  


21   platform operator back then.  I've worked in the oil
  


22   industry from the days they started their exploration
  


23   until, you know, the pipeline was built.
  


24             My education was given to me by the
  


25   consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field while it was
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 1   being, you know, developed.  So the industry's
  


 2   consultants were my teachers when I went to school.  So
  


 3   as a people, we do know what is going on.  We understand
  


 4   what is going on.  It's no guesswork.
  


 5             And when you look at the EIS, it says if you
  


 6   see it not safe, you cannot do it.  Except today the EIS
  


 7   is used as an excuse to speed up whatever development,
  


 8   you know, the impact is being made for.  I understand
  


 9   and more than believe your hearts and your intentions
  


10   are good.  When you tell us you're a scientist, you do
  


11   what is right, I believe you.  But you have bosses that
  


12   have other plans.
  


13             When this lease sale was first conducted, the
  


14   United States found out it was not legal so they changed
  


15   the laws in order to make it have the appearance it was
  


16   legal.  The moment it was not legal, the lease sale
  


17   became invalid.  Yet today we're continuing this EIS
  


18   with the intent of continuing with this illegal sale
  


19   that had been conducted.
  


20             As a regional tribal government we have never
  


21   received a penny from any oil development.  Our
  


22   municipality, the North Slope Borough, received a
  


23   portion of what they should have coming to them.  But as
  


24   a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the
  


25   biggest to lose -- what moneys we receive from the
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 1   federal government are to do programs to assist our
  


 2   members, our people.  And we have to find other moneys
  


 3   in order to come to deal with, you know, hearings like
  


 4   this right here.  We have absolutely no kind of
  


 5   assistance from the federal government, yet you keep
  


 6   coming and coming and coming at it.  You know, what's
  


 7   right is right and this is wrong.
  


 8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments,
  


 9   George.
  


10             Okay.  Kaktovik?  Is there anyone at Kaktovik
  


11   who would like to speak and make a comment?
  


12             Nuiqsut?  Anyone at Nuiqsut who would like to
  


13   make a public comment?
  


14             Wainwright?  Anyone at Wainwright who would
  


15   like to make a comment?
  


16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here.
  


17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay?  Is anyone at
  


18   Point Lay?  Would they like to make a comment?
  


19             MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Yes.  Thank you very much.
  


20   My name is Marie Tracey.  Thank you for including us
  


21   villages in this teleconference.
  


22             I've never seen such large numbers of walrus
  


23   haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.
  


24   We've had belugas here in our village.  And when we get
  


25   the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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 1   the areas of the lease sales for industry to explore for
  


 2   oil.  I've heard the walrus, when they lose any members
  


 3   of their group, it's like going to a funeral.  It's so
  


 4   sad to listen to.  I have seen them make it to the beach
  


 5   and fallen asleep right in the surf.  This is when
  


 6   they're so tired.
  


 7             I know that -- I'd like to leave this thought
  


 8   with all of you.  When we have our Christmas feast in
  


 9   all our villages, think about what you're going to have
  


10   at that feast and what you're not going to have in five
  


11   and ten years from now.  Thank you very much.
  


12             MS. CILIA ATTUNGOWRUK:  Hi.  My name is Cilia
  


13   Attungowruk, C-i-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-w-r-u-k.
  


14             And I am strongly not agreeing with the
  


15   drilling in the ocean because I have a daughter, and I'm
  


16   planning on having a boy.  And I want my son to go
  


17   fishing and hunting on that ocean.  And if they're
  


18   drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are
  


19   not going to come back.  They're going to go around and
  


20   away.  They have nowhere else to go but here.  This is
  


21   it.  Thank you.
  


22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


23             Anyone else at Point Lay?
  


24             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Nobody at this time.  Thank
  


25   you.
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 1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


 2             Let's move to the second row here.
  


 3             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.
  


 4             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, Anaktuvuk Pass.  I
  


 5   apologize.
  


 6             Anaktuvuk Pass?  Anybody for a public comment?
  


 7             MR. LAWRENCE BURRIS:  For the record, Lawrence
  


 8   Burris.  That first name is spelled L-a-w-r-e-n-c-e;
  


 9   last name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.
  


10             Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not
  


11   directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.
  


12   However, through trading and bartering and good will and
  


13   generosity we do receive marine mammals of subsistence
  


14   foods.  And, you know, it's important to our Inupiaq
  


15   brethren on the coast, it's important to us here in
  


16   Anaktuvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns
  


17   that are voiced here tonight.  And thank you very much.
  


18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


19             Anyone else there?
  


20             Okay.  Let's move to the second row here.
  


21   Next speaker.
  


22             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Good evening.  My name is
  


23   Geoff Carroll, G-e-o-f-f C-a-r-r-o-l-l.  Lots of double
  


24   letters.
  


25             I'd like to thank you for coming tonight.  And
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 1   I've got to say, I really do appreciate your new
  


 2   science-based approach.  I think it is a much better
  


 3   system now than what we had under MMS.  I'm glad to hear
  


 4   that you seem to value the opinions and the knowledge of
  


 5   the local residents.  And it sounds like your approach
  


 6   to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the
  


 7   Beaufort Seas as long as possible to gather as much
  


 8   information about those areas is -- you know, that's
  


 9   well warranted.
  


10             I support the combination of alternatives five
  


11   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
  


12   Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this
  


13   five-year leasing program.  And I say that because I
  


14   just do not think we're ready.  I mean, the people here
  


15   are not ready for this to happen.  The technology that
  


16   we have to work with isn't there.  There are just a lot
  


17   of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start
  


18   looking at it, but I don't think we're ready.
  


19             First and foremost, we cannot clean up an oil
  


20   spill at this point.  I don't see how anybody can get up
  


21   there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good
  


22   chance of cleaning up an oil spill.  I mean, maybe if it
  


23   happened on a nice calm warm summer day there would be a
  


24   chance, but much more likely it's going to be a horrible
  


25   stormy windy day and you're going to be dealing with
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 1   either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.
  


 2   And there's just no equipment that's made to work in
  


 3   that.
  


 4             You know, you hear of something like Shell oil
  


 5   saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.
  


 6   I mean, why would they even say that?  That's just
  


 7   silly.  I mean, out of all the big spills I don't think
  


 8   they've ever gotten above single digits.  I mean, they
  


 9   retrieve less than 10 percent of the oil.  And the Gulf
  


10   of Mexico, less than 10 percent.  Exxon Valdez -- I
  


11   mean, it just isn't there.  We can't clean up a spill.
  


12             And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we
  


13   don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.
  


14   I mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States
  


15   does not have an icebreaker.  I mean, that is absolutely
  


16   pathetic.
  


17             We have one that's sort of a half-baked
  


18   icebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even
  


19   think about banging around out in the Arctic and doing
  


20   things when we don't even have the capability of -- you
  


21   know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Polar Sea,
  


22   I mean, half the time those things were broken down, had
  


23   a broken rudder, they had this, they had that.  I mean,
  


24   how can a country that can't even build a decent
  


25   icebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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 1   Arctic?
  


 2             Another thing, the Coast Guard.  I really
  


 3   admire the Coast Guard.  I admire the people that work
  


 4   for the Coast Guard, but I think they're the first to
  


 5   say we're not set up to cover what's coming in the
  


 6   Arctic.  They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even
  


 7   the expected traffic that's coming through there.
  


 8   They've really got to phase up before they're anywhere
  


 9   near ready to deal with the Arctic.
  


10             You know, an oil spill at the wrong place, the
  


11   wrong time, you know, it could be devastating to
  


12   wildlife populations from everything from bowhead whales
  


13   to plankton.  And I think it's been stated several times
  


14   the subsistence harvest is extremely important
  


15   nutritionally and culturally to the local population and
  


16   it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this
  


17   time.
  


18             I don't know, it's probably a poor analogy,
  


19   but a couple months ago they had a great article in the
  


20   National Geographic about these guys that were climbing
  


21   these amazing mountains with no ropes.  I mean, it was
  


22   just incredible.  But, you know, it's also really crazy.
  


23   I mean, it's just foolish.  And I just equate that to
  


24   drilling oil in the Arctic without being able to clean
  


25   up an oil spill, is the same thing.  It's not -- we're
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 1   not there yet.  It's not time.
  


 2             So I guess I would just like to repeat, I
  


 3   would like to support a combination of alternatives five
  


 4   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the
  


 5   Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year
  


 6   plan.
  


 7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments.
  


 8             And, sir, I believe you wanted to make a
  


 9   comment next?
  


10             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Yeah.
  


11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name, please, for
  


12   the record?
  


13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Elvis
  


14   Presley.
  


15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Elvis has left the building.
  


16             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  For
  


17   those of you that are American, they know me as Johnnie
  


18   Brower, but my Inupiaq country -- my Inupiaq name is
  


19   Nuvuk Kunaq.  And I'm not a United States citizen by
  


20   birth, and that's the way I like it.
  


21             The reason why you're here, the way you stated
  


22   it, is because of the way and the nature of what has
  


23   happened at the Gulf of Mexico district.  By all means,
  


24   they have all the industrial parts and places that can
  


25   facilitate and entertain the kind of problems that
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 1   occurred down there.
  


 2             But in an event hypothetically if something
  


 3   like that up here would develop, you don't have an
  


 4   industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,
  


 5   you don't have an industrial factory that can manipulate
  


 6   and make parts for things up here.
  


 7             You've heard from other people stating that we
  


 8   have some of the state of the art equipment and
  


 9   material.  One person mentioned that an icebreaker made
  


10   it to the North Pole but needed some parts to make it
  


11   back.  The country can have insufficient funds just to
  


12   promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then
  


13   have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a
  


14   part to it and then allow it to be able to come back, is
  


15   a very poor idea to one person's imagination.
  


16             To make things a little bit more
  


17   understandable, these EIS impact statements that's been
  


18   going on for quite some time, a lot of people come and
  


19   go.  They make their testimonies and they poured out
  


20   their hearts.  Some of them are not here anymore.  And
  


21   what's left of us, we're able to come and visit on the
  


22   entertainments of your appointments being here.
  


23             For me, I don't like the amount of time that
  


24   you guys use when you guys come to the communities.  You
  


25   guys make a hit and run and just take off.  The
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 1   community, it gets the idea that people get to say
  


 2   things, what they want to say a little bit, but then
  


 3   they have a lot of serious problems with it.  I wonder
  


 4   what they're going to do after they listen to us.
  


 5             Currently I'm an active member of the
  


 6   Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in
  


 7   the polar Arctic Alaska region.  I'm not in love with
  


 8   some of the activities that are going on, just to
  


 9   specifically state something within -- inside the state
  


10   boundaries of Alaska.  Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill
  


11   in '66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Umiat that was
  


12   already there in the 1940s.
  


13             And to say a little bit more -- elaborate a
  


14   little more about the Umiat area, my Native friends in
  


15   other communities, Inupiaq communities, utilize those
  


16   jurisdictions in Umiat area.  Personally, myself, I am
  


17   very appalled at the methods and the ways that are being
  


18   conducted in Umiat.  Previously before 1970, the
  


19   transformer fluid was utilized and abused in very
  


20   abusive ways.  And Congress passed a law in 1970
  


21   declaring the transformer fluid had some very serious
  


22   carcinogenic agents in 1917.
  


23             It saddens my heart for me to be able to say
  


24   this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was
  


25   removed from Umiat.  And it still continues to discover
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 1   that kind of material is leeching out of Umiat area
  


 2   after 2002.
  


 3             Now, from past exploration activities, if the
  


 4   United States Congress can budget these kind of things
  


 5   but cannot complete a cleanup and verify it like a
  


 6   really good professional house cleaner, certify it as
  


 7   they came in and cleaned it up, meaning that there'll be
  


 8   no other aftermath of the chemical in that location,
  


 9   now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no
  


10   telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.
  


11             I wouldn't approve any offshore lease sales or
  


12   development based on just what's happening in Umiat
  


13   alone by itself.  And I mean I would not approve
  


14   anything like that if I was a government official in
  


15   high place until the bottom line how to conduct and
  


16   thoroughly clean up something that occurred in the mid
  


17   1940s.
  


18             And to say it that way and that chemical, the
  


19   transformer fluid, is still leeching out and being
  


20   discovered in containers and being removed at
  


21   300 gallons at a time from Umiat area is mind-boggling.
  


22   And if there were some more other containers that are in
  


23   large quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw
  


24   floods, erodes, and damages an area where they were
  


25   buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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 1   where the fish are being conducted for subsistence
  


 2   harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and
  


 3   hunters, meaning because of what United States Congress
  


 4   passed a law in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has
  


 5   a very serious carcinogation to human health, that alone
  


 6   right there, still leeching on the Umiat, is giving me a
  


 7   real serious shake on my head.
  


 8             And that's the professionalism of what the
  


 9   United States Congress can produce.  And if United
  


10   States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of
  


11   things, they should prove to us United States
  


12   citizens -- that they made us to be United States
  


13   citizens even though we are not.  So give us something
  


14   to look at.  Give us something to understand.  You're
  


15   using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the
  


16   bush, but you've got a very serious problem in one
  


17   location that I am just holding on on purpose that is
  


18   not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job.
  


19   Thank you.
  


20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
  


21   comments.
  


22             We'll go back, but I understand that Atqasuk
  


23   village may be online.  Atqasuk?  Is that true?
  


24             Okay.  Harry?
  


25             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Harry Brower for the
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 1   record.  I just wanted to make a final comment with
  


 2   regards to the comments you've heard tonight.  I'd like
  


 3   to indicate that I support the comments of the AEWC and
  


 4   the North Slope Borough.
  


 5             In regards to the comments of the
  


 6   environmental impact statement, the draft EIS, it means
  


 7   something to our community to be able to work together
  


 8   in providing these comments, and I hope they are
  


 9   meaningfully addressed in time.
  


10             And, like I said, it's a short period, in my
  


11   opinion.  That's what I shared.  Before January 9th,
  


12   2012, we still have to go through this learning curve of
  


13   what is really meant in the EIS and the changes that --
  


14   new changes that occurred within the new organization
  


15   and how -- how compliant are these industry operators
  


16   going to be in terms of what we've seen in the past.  I
  


17   hope to see those changes in a meaningful way.  Thank
  


18   you.
  


19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much.
  


20             And you had your hand up over here?
  


21             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Hi.  Leandra de Sousa,
  


22   and I'm speaking for myself.  I had a question.  There's
  


23   no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if
  


24   you're going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.
  


25   In the EIS you only mention the liquefied natural gas
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 1   facilities.
  


 2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
  


 3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  So it's only mentioned
  


 4   for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's
  


 5   going to be implemented up here or not.  And my question
  


 6   is, what are the plans on that?
  


 7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't believe there are
  


 8   any plans at this time for LNG.
  


 9             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  And my other comment
  


10   is, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing
  


11   that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for
  


12   more than half of the year here.  And it doesn't matter
  


13   how much complete information that you -- that you would
  


14   ever be able to get that for the open water season,
  


15   you'll still have this whole black box that you don't
  


16   know what's happening.
  


17             That's a future risk in post development and
  


18   the government and some cooperation has to be done to
  


19   fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's
  


20   possible, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russia,
  


21   international effort, because it is the Arctic as a
  


22   whole even though it's being explored on the United
  


23   States waters.  So it's something that has to be looked
  


24   and addressed at least saying there's -- it's a long,
  


25   long time of the year that not much is going on
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 1   biologically.  Thank you.
  


 2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


 3             And over here?
  


 4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Once again, for the record,
  


 5   my name is Louisa Riley, R-i-l-e-y.
  


 6             One of the things I remember from the elders
  


 7   is if there's a problem, try to give some suggestions as
  


 8   to what might be a solution.  We have lots and lots and
  


 9   lots of wind, you know, all year round.  And then during
  


10   the summer months, we have lots and lots of sunshine, 24
  


11   hours a day.  We need to think about quit being the
  


12   corporate oil tradition and to give more to wind or sun
  


13   or both.  And I think that would solve a lot of our
  


14   problems.  Thank you.
  


15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Very good
  


16   comments.  Thank you.
  


17             Sir, your name for the record?
  


18             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Geoff Carroll.  I think
  


19   you've got the spelling.
  


20             A couple things I forgot to mention.  The wind
  


21   thing is one issue.  And, boy, this fall, I mean, it has
  


22   just been one big winter storm after another.  I mean,
  


23   we had the hurricane for a while and a week later we had
  


24   another major winter storm and then another one.  Boy,
  


25   they were big.  Maybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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 1   looks like there's big changes going on with the weather
  


 2   in that respect.  And I think it's just going to become
  


 3   more stormy up here.
  


 4             Another thing -- and this is something,
  


 5   actually, we talked about last year when you were
  


 6   here -- my son, Gunnar, came with me to the meeting and
  


 7   he had done a science fair project.  And one of the aces
  


 8   in the hole that the oil company always held up about
  


 9   oil spills is, well, if we can't get it any other way,
  


10   we could burn it.  So as part of his experiment, we were
  


11   checking to see how successful a person could be at
  


12   burning oil in water.
  


13             And basically we took a big measured amount
  


14   of North -- we got our hands on some North Slope crude
  


15   and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at
  


16   room temperature.  And we had a blowtorch on it and best
  


17   possible chance of burning it.  In ideal circumstances,
  


18   you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there
  


19   burnt.  There were still lots of black stuff in the
  


20   water, but you could hold the torch right on and it
  


21   wouldn't burn.  Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there
  


22   was still lots of stuff in the water.
  


23             So then we cooled the water down to just above
  


24   zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing.  So then it
  


25   was down to 17 percent of it burnt.  And then we mixed
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 1   ice and water in there and then it was down to
  


 2   13 percent.  So it's like -- you know, and that was
  


 3   pretty ideal conditions.  That wasn't when there was
  


 4   waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of
  


 5   things going on.  This was in a pan in a room.
  


 6             Again, I don't think we have any ability to
  


 7   deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we
  


 8   get a little better at that.  It's pretty scary to think
  


 9   about mucking around out there with exploration and
  


10   drilling.  Thank you.
  


11             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Sounds like Gunnar
  


12   is a future BOEM scientist.
  


13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't want to forget
  


14   anybody on line.  Does anyone on line have a comment
  


15   from any of the villages?
  


16             Kaktovik?  Nuiqsut?  Point Hope?  Wainwright?
  


17   Point Lay?  Aktuvuk (ph)?
  


18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk.
  


19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm still learning.  I'm
  


20   still learning.
  


21             Let me see if there's anybody else in the
  


22   audience that would like to make another comment.
  


23             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  I do.  One more.  Thank
  


24   you.  Bill Tracey again.
  


25             I want to speak a little bit on studies.  I've
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 1   got a problem with helicopters.  If you're doing a real
  


 2   study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we
  


 3   would do this by boat.  We would do this on foot.  We
  


 4   would camp in those areas, and we would capture the real
  


 5   animals as they naturally are.
  


 6             When you get industry or a contractor, a
  


 7   third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use
  


 8   helicopters or a fixed-wing airplane.  And what they're
  


 9   studying now is a scared animal, a scared whale.  They
  


10   don't act the same.  So when you get information from
  


11   these studies, you're not getting the real thing.  I
  


12   just wanted to point that out.
  


13             We've had -- one terrific study in the Point
  


14   Lay area was red-throated loon conducted by folks at
  


15   UAF.  It was a three-year grant.  They squeezed a fourth
  


16   year in.  And I commend those folks because they did it
  


17   all on foot.  They used a boat to get up the river and
  


18   make a base camp.  And they studied these loons and they
  


19   got the true bird, how it acts and lives up there.  And
  


20   they found out just about everything they can about the
  


21   loon.  We've had industry do studies up and down the
  


22   lagoon, and of course it was in a helicopter.
  


23             People talked about caribou tonight.  We had
  


24   some pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the
  


25   same time that there happened to be a coal mine study.
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 1   The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay
  


 2   where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and calving
  


 3   areas.  With all that noise of course from the
  


 4   helicopters there were no caribou for multiple years.
  


 5   That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess
  


 6   what?  The caribou is back.
  


 7             So when you read some of these studies, look
  


 8   at how they were conducted and then take that with a
  


 9   grain of salt.  Just something I wanted to pass on to
  


10   you.  Thank you.
  


11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very valuable.  Thank you
  


12   very much for that.
  


13             Anyone else?  We still have a few minutes
  


14   here.
  


15             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  I would like to add a
  


16   written statement, which I will provide once I have
  


17   access to a printer.  I might mail them in.  And this is
  


18   on behalf of Pew Environment.
  


19             Some of their views are -- let's see.  Four
  


20   points here:  Honoring the community; input in values;
  


21   risk to communities and subsistence way of life; a new
  


22   approach by the Department of Interior, BOEM.
  


23             And I'll start with the fact that there are
  


24   already millions of acres based in the Beaufort and
  


25   Chukchi Seas.  So millions of acres in the Chukchi and
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 1   Beaufort Sea have already been leased to the oil and gas
  


 2   industry.  There are still significant questions about
  


 3   whether or not exploration and development can move
  


 4   forward safely on the acreage that has already been
  


 5   sold.
  


 6             Until oil spill prevention and response and
  


 7   protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,
  


 8   there is no need to create additional conflict and
  


 9   uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new
  


10   lease sales between 2012 and 2017.
  


11             Oil spill cleanup.  The fact that there is no
  


12   proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic
  


13   conditions with cold temperatures, limited ability,
  


14   broken sea ice, and high winds on top of the industrial
  


15   activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,
  


16   seismic activities, can impact bowhead, walrus, fish,
  


17   and other subsistence resources, very importantly, the
  


18   lack of information, the fact that there is little
  


19   baseline science that exists to measure the effects of
  


20   the spill on the Arctic ecosystem.
  


21             And this is where I'd like to speak very
  


22   personally, also on behalf of Pew once again.  The
  


23   Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional
  


24   foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq
  


25   people for thousands of years.  The federal government
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 1   must more effectively listen and incorporate the
  


 2   communities' traditional knowledge and perspective.
  


 3             Over the years Arctic communities and Alaska
  


 4   Native organizations have asked MMS, BOEM, BOEMRE, to
  


 5   remove subsistence use areas from the Beaufort and
  


 6   Chukchi program area boundaries.  Many of these areas
  


 7   have not been removed from leasing in the past.  There
  


 8   is no reason to delay implementation of subsistence
  


 9   deferrals that are well established and that will not
  


10   change during the next five years.
  


11             Recognition of these critical hunting and
  


12   fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 program plan will
  


13   reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide
  


14   greater certainty to all stakeholders.
  


15             And I would also like to add again the
  


16   importance of BOEM, the federal government, to ensure
  


17   the perpetuation of values and culture for our future
  


18   generations by -- through more education and awareness
  


19   on these processes.  Thank you.
  


20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


21             George, I understand . . .
  


22             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Excuse me.  I forgot
  


23   to -- this is George Edwardson.  I forgot to mention --
  


24   can you hear me?
  


25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
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 1             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yesterday afternoon
  


 2   before I started home I went to a meeting of the
  


 3   scientists of the federal government and the State of
  


 4   Alaska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the
  


 5   marine mammals.  And the topic was, you know, why are
  


 6   these seals dying off, why are the walruses in a
  


 7   situation they're in.
  


 8             There was NOAA, there was, you know, that
  


 9   NMFS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Alaska Fish and Game.  All
  


10   the state and federal agencies were looking at what was
  


11   going on with these seals and walrus, why was it
  


12   happening like that.
  


13             And finally when they came to the end, came to
  


14   summarize, you know, just how much we know whether as a
  


15   state or as a federal government, they couldn't even
  


16   give you an estimate on how many different types of
  


17   seals they were or where the seals went or why were
  


18   walruses in that situation they're in.  They couldn't
  


19   even come up with a number on ring seals, on spotted
  


20   seals, on bearded seals, on walruses.  They couldn't
  


21   even come up with a number to start with.
  


22             And that is something scary, and here you're
  


23   in the process of attempting to conduct a lease sale.
  


24   How can you do that when you don't even know what's in
  


25   the ocean?  It's putting a blind on and then going out
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 1   and going sword fighting.
  


 2             What are you going to do?  Let's get real.
  


 3   Sometimes this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop
  


 4   here.  We're practical people.  We're intelligent
  


 5   people.  We should all start acting like that.
  


 6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.
  


 7             Anyone else who would like to make some
  


 8   closing comments?  We have a few more minutes.  I don't
  


 9   want anyone to feel they were neglected.  Everything is
  


10   important.
  


11             Anyone in the villages on line that have
  


12   anything to say?
  


13             Okay.  I'm going to turn it over to Rosemary.
  


14             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  It's important to
  


15   recognize that there's important things to support.
  


16   There was some really good comments that came out of the
  


17   borough, on the Wildlife Department.  There was some
  


18   really good comments that came out from Geoff.  I really
  


19   appreciate Heather's comments; some of our elders,
  


20   Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill.  His good
  


21   comments in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.
  


22             These are very important comments, and we've
  


23   worked really hard on staying involved in this process,
  


24   becoming educated in all the various things.  We have a
  


25   lot vested in this process.  Our future generations are


         Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100







95


  
 1   depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray
  


 2   that a good decision comes.
  


 3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
  


 4   for your comments, Rosemary.
  


 5             Anybody else have any comments before we end
  


 6   it?
  


 7             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Well, I just want
  


 8   to thank everyone for their comments and for
  


 9   participating.  A lot of the comments were -- I mean,
  


10   how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the
  


11   comments are really came through.  And I just can't tell
  


12   you how much I appreciate and all of us here at BOEM
  


13   appreciate you taking the time and sharing them with us.
  


14             We've talked about -- we've had other meetings
  


15   over the past week or so, and a lot of these same issues
  


16   have been discussed in smaller settings.  This is a very
  


17   sort of formal setting.  You know, you provide us
  


18   comments and we listen.  And it's extremely useful, but
  


19   I also found the smaller settings can be much more
  


20   interactive and we can have sort of real human
  


21   conversations to be useful as well.
  


22             And so I appreciate you going through this
  


23   formal process, but I don't want to leave you with the
  


24   impression that this will be our only conversation or
  


25   this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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 1             Again, we've proposed a program that would
  


 2   have any potential leasing far down the record.  Part of
  


 3   the reason why we did that is to build in time for these
  


 4   types of sessions, but also what I consider even more
  


 5   productive smaller group sessions.  And so my staff will
  


 6   be here for that purpose, to gather information, collect
  


 7   traditional knowledge, inform our decision-making.  And
  


 8   I will be on the North Slope again soon myself.
  


 9             So, again, thank you very much.  I really
  


10   appreciate your time.  I really appreciate the
  


11   thoughtfulness and the sincerity you brought to
  


12   everything you said tonight.  So thank you.
  


13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And with that, could we ask
  


14   that someone give a closing blessing?
  


15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I do that for a living, so I
  


16   might as well.
  


17             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  This is Point
  


18   Lay.
  


19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Go ahead, Point Lay.
  


20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Our meeting was canceled due
  


21   to our weather and there were other functions that night
  


22   and we had canceled the meeting.  Would they be coming
  


23   back to Point Lay for another village meeting?
  


24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will see what we can do,
  


25   Point Lay.  This is Jim Kendall.  It may be in person,
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 1   it may be a teleconference, but we're very sorry we
  


 2   didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely
  


 3   get your input.
  


 4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  All right.  Thank you.
  


 5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
  


 6   for dialing in.
  


 7             (Blessing given.)
  


 8             (Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m.)
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           1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



           2             (Invocation given by Nellie Nanauq.)



           3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is Jim Kendall with the



           4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.



           5             Now I will ask, who is on line, please?



           6             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.



           7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Point Lay.



           8             Anybody else?



           9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Kaktovik.



          10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kaktovik.



          11             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Wainwright.



          12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We hear you, Wainwright.



          13   Thank you.



          14             Anybody else?



          15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.



          16             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Loud and clear.



          17             That's four.  Anyone else?



          18             Okay.  If anyone signs on later on, that's



          19   fine.



          20             My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm with the Bureau



          21   of Ocean Energy Management, and I'd like to introduce



          22   the very first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy



          23   Management.  We're a new agency.  We have a very new



          24   director all the way from Washington, D.C., Director



          25   Tommy Beaudreau.
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           1             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thanks,



           2   Dr. Kendall.



           3             My name is Tommy Beaudreau.  I'm the first



           4   director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy



           5   Management.  As many of you know, following the oil



           6   spill in the Gulf of Mexico last summer, the Department



           7   of the Interior reorganized the former Minerals



           8   Management Service, MMS.



           9             The purpose for the reorganization was to



          10   divide up the functions of the former MMS so that each



          11   function could be performed better.  Under MMS you had



          12   resource management, environmental assessments, leasing



          13   and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as



          14   revenue collection.



          15             And because the revenues/royalties related to



          16   offshore oil and gas activity were so large and so



          17   important to the country, a lot of the focus of the



          18   agency was on the revenue collections side and less



          19   focus, less management focus, less attention, was



          20   devoted to safety environmental studies.  The people did



          21   those jobs and worked very hard at them, but because of



          22   the demands and all of the other demands within the



          23   agency those functions didn't get enough attention,



          24   didn't get enough resources.



          25             And so following the spill, one of the reforms
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           1   that was implemented was to reorganize offshore oil and



           2   gas oversight.  And that involved establishing three new



           3   agencies:  The Office of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,



           4   which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has



           5   been moved to a separate part of the Interior



           6   Department -- and then as of October, the division



           7   between my agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy



           8   Management, and the safety authority, the Bureau of



           9   Safety and Environmental Enforcement.



          10             And so I'm with BOEM.  I'm the first director



          11   of BOEM.  BOEM's responsibility is really as a science



          12   agency.  Our job is to do resource evaluations -- that



          13   involves geologists and geophysicists -- to help



          14   understand what resource potential exists offshore, to



          15   do environmental studies and environmental evaluation,



          16   to assess the impacts of oil and gas activity on the



          17   environment -- that includes biologists, marine mammal



          18   specialists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and



          19   also we have social scientists concerned with



          20   archaeological, cultural, and economic issues.



          21             And so we're really a resource manager science



          22   organization and policy organization.  Our counterpart



          23   BSEE is a pure safety authority now.  Their



          24   responsibility is -- involves engineers who look at



          25   drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,
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           1   and the inspectors who go out and make sure that



           2   operations are being conducted safely.  And they also



           3   have responsibility for oil spill response planning and



           4   coordinating with the Coast Guard and other federal



           5   partners in connection with fulfilling that



           6   responsibility.  So that's broadly speaking what our



           7   agency does, what the reorganization was about.



           8             I want to thank you all very much for



           9   attending tonight.  It's a Friday night, it's in



          10   December, it's close to the holidays, I know everybody



          11   has other things that they could be doing, but I really



          12   appreciate you giving us the time to have this



          13   conversation and have this hearing about our next



          14   five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and



          15   gas, which includes some plans with respect to the



          16   Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.



          17             Really quick I'll give a brief overview of



          18   what we propose, particularly with respect to Alaska,



          19   and then Dr. Kendall will go into a little more detail



          20   up front.  But really the purpose of this meeting and



          21   what we want to have happen at this meeting is to



          22   receive input and comments from you.  That's really what



          23   it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that



          24   you've taken the time to join us tonight.



          25             Our five-year plan, we're responsible under
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           1   the law, under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, to



           2   develop a five-year plan that lays out a schedule for



           3   potential oil and gas leasing offshore.  It's our



           4   responsibility under the law to do that.



           5             Whenever we schedule a sale under that plan,



           6   it's not set in stone.  It's a potential sale.  It's



           7   something that we've calendared, but the Secretary has



           8   the authority to either go forward with the sale or not



           9   go forward with the sale.



          10             With respect to Alaska, what is reflected in



          11   our draft proposed program is a new approach to offshore



          12   oil and gas leasing in the Arctic.  We have scheduled



          13   one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale



          14   in the Beaufort.  And we've scheduled both of those



          15   sales late in the program; the Chukchi sale in 2016



          16   potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,



          17   potentially.



          18             The reason we did that is we want to build in



          19   time to, A, continue with scientific research, to



          20   inform, first of all, whether or not leasing should go



          21   forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.



          22   That includes making use of traditional knowledge and



          23   input from local communities.



          24             Two, as all of you in this room know, if



          25   activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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           1   a lot of thought needs to be given to what sort of



           2   infrastructure needs to be in place to support that



           3   activity, including oil spill response.



           4             And then third, we really want to take a



           5   different approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in



           6   the Arctic.  In the past, essentially some deferral



           7   areas were set aside.  But other than that, the entire



           8   area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi



           9   was made available to the companies to bid on.  That was



          10   the traditional model in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was



          11   essentially applied here in the Arctic.



          12             We have something very different in mind for



          13   the future.  What we would like is to have a much more



          14   narrowly tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic



          15   that is focused on, first, where the resource potential



          16   is, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then



          17   second, where the potential environmentally sensitive



          18   areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as



          19   subsistence hunting and fishing.



          20             And so we want to design a program that



          21   essentially looks at where the resource is and then with



          22   forethought and consideration de-conflicts any potential



          23   lease sale to remove conflicts with environmentally



          24   sensitive areas and with alternative uses like



          25   subsistence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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           1   offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maximum



           2   extent possible.



           3             So that's what's in our proposed program in a



           4   nutshell.  We are looking forward to getting public



           5   input on that to help us define what any potential lease



           6   sale would look like in light of those principles I just



           7   articulated.



           8             So Dr. Kendall will now go through a little



           9   bit about our process.  We'll do it quickly.  I think we



          10   owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but



          11   we don't want to take up too much time because, again,



          12   what the session tonight is really about is hearing



          13   input from you and not us talking.  So with that, I'll



          14   turn it over to Jim.



          15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Director



          16   Beaudreau.



          17             Again, my name is Jim Kendall.  Many of you



          18   recognize me.  I've been here before.  But last time I



          19   was here, I was in an acting capacity.  They sent me up



          20   from Washington and said, "Okay.  Go up there for two or



          21   three months and hold the fort down until we decide what



          22   to do."  Well, that was a long time ago and I guess they



          23   liked me and y'all liked me because now I'm here.  And



          24   it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a lot more of



          25   me.
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           1             Before we go on, I want to introduce the rest



           2   of our team.  We've got Bonnie Robson here.  Bonnie.



           3   Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the leasing division



           4   that is responsible for the proposed program.  She also



           5   was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so



           6   she's one of you.



           7             We've got Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our



           8   community liaison.  Many of you know Mike.  I depend on



           9   him to educate me on how to work with the communities



          10   and just do a good job.  So I'm very thankful to Mike.



          11             John Callahan.  John Callahan is from the



          12   Office of Public Affairs.  He makes sure that when we



          13   try to get something out to the communities, it's in a



          14   way that is acceptable, that we get the message out and



          15   that it's clear.



          16             Rob McWhorter.  Rob McWhorter works for



          17   another government agency called Argonne National Labs,



          18   a very prestigious organization that is helping us with



          19   the EIS, the environmental impact statement.  And I'll



          20   go into that.



          21             Janine Tobias.  Janine is from another agency



          22   that I'll mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety



          23   and Environmental Enforcement.



          24             And last but not least, probably the second



          25   most important person in the room -- you're number one.
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           1   We're here to hear you tonight.  The second most



           2   important person in the room is Valerie.  Now, Valerie



           3   is our court reporter.  And we want to make sure that



           4   everything that you say, your feelings, what you



           5   believe, Valerie gets down.  So, please, when we get to



           6   the public comment part, please state your name, spell



           7   your name, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk



           8   slow enough that Valerie can get it.  And that would be



           9   great.



          10             So anyways, I'm going to go through a



          11   PowerPoint here very briefly.  We have been listening to



          12   the communities.  And sometimes when we do this, we



          13   either bring too many pieces of paper or not enough or



          14   not enough information to start the discussion.  So to



          15   try to level the playing field so we're all starting



          16   from the same place, let's take about ten minutes to



          17   walk you through why we're here, to build on what



          18   Director Beaudreau said.



          19             First of all, we're talking about all of these



          20   words, too many words.  Those are the official



          21   bureaucratic words.  The first thing we're talking about



          22   is the proposed program for 2012 to 2017.  "Proposed,"



          23   that's a keyword.  Along with the proposed program is a



          24   draft environmental impact statement, or a draft EIS.



          25   So what we're talking about tonight is a proposed
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           1   program, not final, and a draft EIS, not final.



           2             Next slide please.



           3             As Director Beaudreau said, we're from the



           4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  That was the



           5   previous MMS that's broken up into three organizations;



           6   one organization that handled the money.  They moved out



           7   to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the



           8   engineers, the people that are out there actually



           9   inspecting things that know the engineering.  They're in



          10   the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  And



          11   there's a new word there, "environmental enforcement."



          12   Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,



          13   but they're also making sure that the environmental



          14   mitigations that have been put in place and the



          15   environment laws and regulations are followed.  Very



          16   important.



          17             Then those of us that were responsible for



          18   doing the environmental reviews, doing the science,



          19   following the laws like the Marine Mammal Protection



          20   Act, we are in BOEM.  We manage the resource.  We're not



          21   worried about the money.  We're worried about the



          22   resource, working with the communities.  And the



          23   engineers in BSEE worry about safety and environmental



          24   compliance.



          25             Next slide.
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           1             I threw this up.  Again, too many words.  The



           2   OCS Lands Act.  And we've heard this in the past and I



           3   heard this today at another meeting, you've been -- you,



           4   people like us, have been coming up here for 30 years



           5   and people say the same thing.  I want to point out it's



           6   not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30



           7   years, it's that the law requires us to be here.



           8             Before the Secretary can even propose a lease



           9   sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan.  Okay?  And a



          10   five-year plan is required every five years.  And so



          11   it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and



          12   a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on.  But



          13   before you do that, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands



          14   Act requires that we come out and talk to the community



          15   so you know what's going on.



          16             So I know it's difficult, it's a Friday night,



          17   it's during the Christmas holidays, but you ought to



          18   feel a little bit good that the law says, okay, you



          19   people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the



          20   communities and see what they have to say.  They're



          21   important.  And so that's why we're here.



          22             Next slide, please.



          23             Where we are in the process.  And, in fact, I



          24   I'm going to walk up here a little bit so I can touch



          25   things.  We're at the very beginning of this five-year
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           1   plan for 2012 to 2017.  It's very broad.  Okay?  It's a



           2   broad document.



           3             Then would come a lease sale phase that



           4   Mr. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year



           5   plan, which is still not complete, then there may or may



           6   not be lease sales in it.  Well, if the Secretary



           7   decides those lease sales should proceed, then we have a



           8   process for public input.  We come back up here.  We



           9   talk to the communities.  You saw us last year, two



          10   years ago, three years ago.  This is what's going on.



          11   You need to know what's going on.  So that's why we come



          12   back.



          13             And then it proceeds through exploration,



          14   production, and decommissioning.  If any of this occurs,



          15   then it has to be returned to the way it was.



          16             Next slide, please.



          17             What is in this proposed plan right now?



          18   Well, right now there are six areas included; a little



          19   sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Gulf



          20   of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the



          21   Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.



          22             If you've been following the process, a couple



          23   of years ago there was a draft proposed program that had



          24   more areas in it.  And as we start moving toward a



          25   final, and we're not there yet, areas disappear for one
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           1   reason or another and there's a lot of discussion that



           2   goes on.



           3             Next slide, please.



           4             So probably what we're really interested in



           5   tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi.  Now, I'm



           6   going to repeat some of the things that Director



           7   Beaudreau said because these are very important.  There



           8   is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for



           9   the Chukchi for 2016.  Those have been intentionally



          10   been pushed toward the end of the program so there's



          11   more time for discussion, there's more time for more



          12   science, there's more time to look at infrastructure.



          13   All the things people are concerned with, we have got



          14   time to consider even if they end up in the plan.



          15             Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are



          16   some areas that have already been taken out of the plan.



          17   This red area here is a deferral, 25 miles.  Off of



          18   Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off



          19   of Kaktovik.  It's already been decided that nothing



          20   should occur there.  There will be no lease sale there.



          21             But that's not the end, and this is where



          22   Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting



          23   together a new way of doing business.  We've been doing



          24   science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but



          25   NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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           1             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Why is it only 25



           2   miles?  If you do too much seismic explorations, you



           3   destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two



           4   months of microscopic animals that the endangered



           5   species animals eat already during the seismic



           6   explorations.  And if you only have a 25-mile buffer and



           7   then you do another five years of seismic exploration,



           8   you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the



           9   endangered species animals, they won't have any places



          10   to go feed left.



          11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good question.



          12   This is not --



          13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  I would ask you to



          14   extend that to 200 miles.



          15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it's not written in



          16   stone yet.  So that's a good comment.  And we need your



          17   name.  Your name, sir?



          18             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Nuvuk



          19   Kunaq.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good.  See, that's what



          21   we're getting at.  This is the new way.  Right now,



          22   that's what it is in this proposed document.  Right now



          23   as we speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking



          24   these comments, we're taking the science that's been



          25   done, and we want to take in traditional knowledge --
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           1   sometimes I call it traditional science -- on what areas



           2   should also be red.



           3             As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,



           4   these whole areas were offered up for lease.  That's not



           5   going to happen.  Right now we're looking at where are



           6   the whale migration routes, where are special



           7   subsistence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.



           8             And if we look at those areas and we look at



           9   where there's some oil and gas, we want to de-conflict



          10   areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas could



          11   occur and not impact subsistence and the whale



          12   migrations and things and where should it not occur.



          13             So your question is right on and the last



          14   chapter is not written yet.  So you're right on.



          15             Next slide, please.



          16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me?



          17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Hello?



          18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me.  Hello?



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Hello.



          20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  For those of us that are in



          21   the villages, would you have the people come up to the



          22   mic, please, so we could hear their comments, too?



          23   Thank you.



          24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're not



          25   really to the public comment period yet.  And when we
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           1   do, we will have a mic.  But the gentleman had a very



           2   good comment about the slide, so I didn't want to put



           3   him off until the comment period.  We're only going to



           4   have a few more minutes here.



           5             Next slide.



           6             Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is



           7   considered.  That would be an industry interest only



           8   sale, that if there is any substantial interest by



           9   industry to actually have a sale in there.  Then we



          10   would start the process within terms of the National



          11   Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera.  But



          12   we're not going to extend resources in an area where no



          13   one is interested in terms of industry, because those



          14   are resources we can devote to other areas where there



          15   may be interest.



          16             Next slide.



          17             This environmental impact statement I'm



          18   talking about, this book, this is it here.  It's not



          19   three copies of it.  It's one document.  One



          20   environmental impact statement, it's three volumes.



          21   It's huge.  Sorry about that, but there's a lot of



          22   people working on it.



          23             What is this all about?



          24             Slide.  Next.



          25             It's to disclose plans.  For transparency, we
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           1   want people to know what other people are talking about,



           2   what industry is talking about, what the government is



           3   talking about, what others are talking about.  So we



           4   want everybody to know what people are talking about.



           5             Next.



           6             It's also to involve the public.



           7   Congratulations, you are now part of the process.



           8             Next slide.



           9             To identify and evaluate alternatives.  There



          10   are some alternatives, I believe, over on that wall.



          11   Now, since this is a proposed document, nothing is



          12   written in stone, and things may go away.  It may be



          13   that as we move through the process -- we talked to



          14   people, we looked at the science, we considered



          15   traditional knowledge -- through all these areas, the



          16   areas where a lease sale might occur and the number of



          17   sales may change.  Okay?  So it's not finished.



          18             Next.



          19             To avoid negative effects.  That's right, sir,



          20   we don't want damage to the environment.  We don't want



          21   damage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera.



          22   That's part of the law.  So that is considered in this



          23   document.



          24             Next.



          25             And to unify environmental analysis.  We don't
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           1   want a cookie cutter.  There has to be a way of pulling



           2   all the science together and all the people that are



           3   doing the work.  For example, this document here, this



           4   massive document, it's not just us.  NOAA was a



           5   cooperating agency.  They helped with it.  The State of



           6   Alaska helped with it.  And last but not least, the



           7   North Slope Borough helped us with this document.



           8             So in terms of unifying environmental



           9   analysis, we want to make sure that anybody that has



          10   information or can contribute to the document has their



          11   say so we don't miss anything.  Because when Director



          12   Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,



          13   the ultimate decision-maker, they can lay the



          14   information out and show the Secretary what has been



          15   done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be



          16   made based on the best available science, information,



          17   and traditional knowledge, which is very important in



          18   the Arctic.



          19             Next slide, please.



          20             Some of the things that are in this



          21   document -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect



          22   of noise, seismic surveying, the noise that comes from



          23   drilling, service vessels.  If there was something that



          24   happened after a lease sale and there was some



          25   development and some exploration disturbances in terms
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           1   of pipeline or anchoring, air emissions, related coastal



           2   activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these



           3   are things that have to be discussed up front and



           4   they're in this document.



           5             Next.



           6             And the list goes on.  Marine and coastal



           7   birds, fisheries, marine mammals, ecological resources,



           8   socioeconomics, subsistence.  They're in the document.



           9   We think it's a good document, but it's not perfect.  We



          10   want help with it.  So that's why it's out for review



          11   and for anybody to comment.  What did we miss?  Did we



          12   miss some citations?  Does traditional knowledge say



          13   something that we ought to have in this document?



          14   That's what this is all about.



          15             Next.



          16             Deepwater Horizon.  Director Beaudreau



          17   mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad



          18   accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people



          19   died, a lot of oil in the water, 5 million barrels, a



          20   lot of pollution.  That cannot be allowed to happen



          21   again.



          22             So not only was our agency, the previous MMS,



          23   restructured, but there's been new laws and regulations,



          24   new things have been discussed.  For example, many of



          25   you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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           1   the Arctic.  Well, instead of waiting to build that



           2   capping containment system that they built in the Gulf



           3   while everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to



           4   have one ready to go in the Arctic immediately.  So



           5   things like that are considered.  There has to be a



           6   third party verifying that a blowout preventer works.



           7   So there's been a lot of changes to make sure that



           8   tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the



           9   document.



          10             Next.



          11             I'm about to end.  I've talked too much.  But



          12   to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit



          13   the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 knowing



          14   that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new



          15   one has to start.  We started this process in 2008 and



          16   there was a draft proposed program in January of 2009.



          17             Not so fast.



          18             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sorry.



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then from January 2009



          20   to March 2011, we collected more information.  So now



          21   you have the proposed program, not a final, and a draft



          22   EIS.



          23             Next.



          24             And from November through January 2012, we're



          25   collecting comments on this document so that we can make
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           1   it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the



           2   Secretary of the Interior, they have the best



           3   information, the best science, the best traditional



           4   knowledge, the best economic analysis, so a decision can



           5   be made that everybody knows how it was made.



           6             Next.



           7             And sometime next year, late next year, we



           8   will have a final program that may look very different



           9   from the one now in terms of the sizes of the areas.  It



          10   may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified.  And



          11   then we'll have a new and improved EIS.  And all that



          12   will go to the Secretary and to the Congress.  And



          13   that's what the law requires.  We're going to take



          14   advantage of this time to make sure it's the absolute



          15   best documents and plan we can come up with.



          16             Next.



          17             And then finally, last slide.  It's in the



          18   document, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging



          19   somewhere, you can go to our web site and look at the



          20   document and submit comments.  You can send comments to



          21   Mr. James Bennett.  You can take one of the discs.  And



          22   we've got a couple of copies of the big document that



          23   Rob has.



          24             So our goal here is for people to know what's



          25   being discussed and help us provide the decision-maker
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           1   with the best information to make the best decision for



           2   everybody.  So that's why we're here tonight.



           3             And you've probably heard too much of me



           4   speaking, but before we get right into the public



           5   comment period, I understand there are some



           6   representatives of the local area involved here.



           7             And, Emma, I know I asked you to give me a



           8   list, and you're on that last, but because we're in the



           9   North Slope Borough and this is your chambers, would you



          10   mind giving your opening comments and then introducing



          11   our next colleagues from the Alaska Eskimo Whaling



          12   Commission?



          13             MS. EMMA POKON:  Thank you.  Good evening.  My



          14   name is Emma Pokon, E-m-m-a P-o-k-o-n.  I'm an assistant



          15   attorney for the North Slope Borough.



          16             On behalf of the North Slope Borough, I wanted



          17   to say thank you for coming to Barrow.  Thank you for



          18   traveling around the North Slope and visiting the



          19   communities that would be affected by any activity



          20   offshore.  We think it's really important that the



          21   agency hears from community members, from the residents,



          22   and understands what their concerns are.  So thank you



          23   for making an effort to do that.



          24             Like many of our residents, the North Slope



          25   Borough is concerned about offshore development.  We met
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           1   earlier today.  We'll continue to be involved in the



           2   NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submit



           3   formal written comments during the comment period.



           4             We're here because of the five-year plan, but



           5   I also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge



           6   encouragement that we received today, encouragement that



           7   our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is



           8   listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that



           9   we've raised.



          10             Today there was a conditional approval of



          11   Shell's Chukchi Sea exploration plan.  But among the



          12   conditions on the approval was a requirement that Shell



          13   cease drilling into zones capable of flowing liquid



          14   hydrocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date



          15   of ice encroachment, on September 24th.  This is an



          16   important step in the right direction, and so I wanted



          17   to take a moment to say thank you and also to



          18   acknowledge that we think that this signals that the



          19   agency is listening to the comments that the public



          20   offers at these meetings and work that the borough and



          21   other entities put into in reviewing these documents.



          22             So, again, thank you and welcome to Barrow.



          23             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



          24             MS. EMMA POKON:  Johnny Aiken is the executive



          25   director of AEWC, and I believe he has a statement that
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           1   he wanted to make this evening.



           2             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Is it okay if I sit here?



           3             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yeah.  Absolutely.



           4             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Thank you.  Good evening,



           5   Mr. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues.  For



           6   the record, my name is Johnny Aiken, executive director



           7   of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.



           8             First of all, I would like to congratulate you



           9   on your new position and to welcome you to Barrow.



          10   First, let me say that we really appreciate you coming



          11   to our community to talk with us on some of the issues



          12   that are important to us.



          13             The work you are doing is very important



          14   because it can have a significant effect on all of us



          15   here on the North Slope.  We appreciate having this



          16   opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our



          17   issues.  I also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower



          18   and I yesterday and being able to talk with us and your



          19   colleagues on a one-on-one basis.  I hope you have



          20   enjoyed your stay so far in Barrow.



          21             I want to start by making it very clear to you



          22   what AEWC's job is.  Our job is to protect the bowhead



          23   whale and its habitat, and the bowhead whale subsistence



          24   hunt especially.  That is why AEWC was formed and that



          25   is what everyone in our communities looks to us to do.
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           1             AEWC represents 11 villages from -- all the



           2   way down from the St. Lawrence Island to the Village of



           3   Kaktovik in the east.  We have tried not to get involved



           4   with supporting or opposing oil and gas development, and



           5   we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead



           6   whale and its habitat.  And that is what AEWC has always



           7   done since we were first formed in 1977.



           8             In the last few years, we have been seeing a



           9   significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.



          10   The last time we saw this much interest in offshore oil



          11   and gas exploration and development was in the 1980s,



          12   but that died down much to our relief all the way



          13   through the 1990s except for BP's work to develop



          14   Northstar.  It was pretty quiet, but there were still



          15   some offshore activity going on every year.



          16             In the 1980s, there were a lot of impacts to



          17   our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village



          18   of Kaktovik and Nuiqsut so that the AEWC and those



          19   hunters learned how to deal with those impacts.  Our



          20   federal government did not help us very much so we



          21   learned how to work closely and directly with the



          22   industry to develop mitigation measures to keep their



          23   work from interfering with our hunt.  This is the way we



          24   do things.



          25             Where we live up here, it's pretty remote, as







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         28







           1   you may have seen these past few days.  Not as remote as



           2   it used to be, but still pretty remote.  If we don't



           3   find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get



           4   done and we will not have survived up here for all this



           5   time.



           6             The AEWC developed the Conflict Avoidance



           7   Agreement by working every year with the offshore



           8   operators who were coming up here.  Every year we have



           9   had to learn about their operations and observe their



          10   impacts to our whales and our hunting.  And we had to



          11   develop mitigation measures that would work for our



          12   whalers and also the industry.



          13             This hasn't always been easy and sometimes we



          14   don't see things in the same way and end up in serious



          15   disagreements, but we just keep doing this because they



          16   want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our



          17   whaling.



          18             We have had to figure out how to share that



          19   area with the industry and to make sure that the habitat



          20   out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can



          21   keep hunting them.  The Conflict Avoidance Agreement is



          22   the best tool we have for making all of this work.  And



          23   the industry has been able to get a lot done under the



          24   Conflict Avoidance Agreement while the whalers are



          25   assured that there will be no interference with the
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           1   hunt.



           2             There's been a lot of exploration in the



           3   Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been



           4   quite a bit of development at Northstar and at the



           5   Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and



           6   ExxonMobil.  We've worked with all these companies on



           7   their development under the CAA, and we've worked with a



           8   lot more exploration activities in both the Beaufort and



           9   the Chukchi Seas.



          10             Sometimes it takes a while for companies to



          11   learn how to work with us.  It took Shell a long time



          12   these past few years, but now they seem to be getting it



          13   and they're becoming a pretty good neighbor for us.  But



          14   still we have some problems with some of the other oil



          15   companies like ConocoPhillips and Statoil.  They don't



          16   want to sign a CAA.  Instead, they want to use the Plan



          17   of Cooperation.



          18             It's my understanding that they get the idea



          19   for the Plan of Cooperation from language in the



          20   National Marine Fisheries Service regulations.  It's



          21   also my understanding that the POC language in those



          22   regulations were put in there to get the companies to



          23   work with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and our



          24   whaling captains on the CAA.  When that language got put



          25   in there, the federal government was recognizing that
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           1   our CAA is a good approach to helping the industry get



           2   along with the subsistence hunters up here in the



           3   Arctic.



           4             The government wanted the companies to keep



           5   working with us to negotiate mitigation measures that



           6   allow us to share the water.  And the federal government



           7   was recognizing that the best people to develop those



           8   mitigation measures are the ones that actually use the



           9   ocean.  That means the hunters and the operators.



          10             But now we have these companies that use the



          11   Plan of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell



          12   people what they're going to do without trying to work



          13   out these mitigation measures.  They show up and get



          14   people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out



          15   information and then leave.  They are using the POC as a



          16   backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was meant



          17   to do.  We are very disappointed with this.



          18             We suspect that the oil companies are telling



          19   the federal government that they have worked with the



          20   villages when they give you their reports in regards to



          21   the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs.  The POC is not an



          22   agreement between the villages and the oil industry.  It



          23   really doesn't mean anything to the whaling captains up



          24   here.



          25             This is not a helpful way to go, and we need
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           1   your agency and the NMFS to help us push them, come to



           2   the table, and sign the CAA.  The CAA is the best way



           3   for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get along



           4   and get some work done.  It's been working since 1985



           5   when the CAA was first negotiated and still working.  I



           6   think that says a lot because in the beginning we did



           7   not get along, and I thought both Shell and AEWC would



           8   never be able to work together on these issues.



           9             We also have developed an Oil Spill Mitigation



          10   Agreement for drilling activities.  We first worked this



          11   out with BP for the Northstar project.  With BP it's



          12   called the Good Neighbor Policy.  But with the other



          13   companies, we have started calling it the Oil Spill



          14   Mitigation Agreement because people have begun to use



          15   the title of Good Neighbor Policy to mean other things



          16   besides the oil spill mitigation.



          17             With this agreement, we have an insurance



          18   policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other



          19   areas to hunt if our resources are not available in



          20   traditional hunting areas.  I certainly hope that we



          21   will never need to use this, but it is very important to



          22   have in there in case something happened.



          23             The other thing we need to work on with you is



          24   making sure we have the deferral areas removed.  I know



          25   that Nuiqsut has already told you that they need a
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           1   deferral area east off Cross Island, and I'm sure that



           2   AEWC is going to support them on that.



           3             I don't know for sure how the other villages



           4   feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik



           5   and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but



           6   we will have our whaling convention in February and we



           7   can ask the villages at that time if they want any input



           8   on this issue.  I would like to be able to get back with



           9   you with that information after we have talked with them



          10   in February.



          11             We need the -- we also need the federal



          12   government to keep supporting good research up here.  We



          13   need the right kind of research on cumulative impacts,



          14   because we have to be concerned about keeping our



          15   ecosystem healthy.



          16             So we would like to be able to work with you



          17   on all these issues, and I hope you will take our



          18   concerns seriously.  I stress very strongly, though,



          19   that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it



          20   as the best and only tool that our community depends on.



          21             AEWC will be submitting formal comments to



          22   your agency when the time comes.  And, again, thank you



          23   for visiting with us and I would like to wish all of you



          24   a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Johnny.
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           1             Before we go into the general comments, I'd



           2   like to see if there are elders in this audience as well



           3   as in the villages that are on line to offer testimony



           4   and comment first.



           5             So, Johnny, could you help me?  Is there



           6   anyone in the audience, an elder, that would like to



           7   comment?



           8             We're still on line, folks, in the villages.



           9   We're just having a little side discussion here.



          10             MS. NELLIE NANAUQ:  (Speaking in Inupiat.)



          11             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Did you guys need a



          12   translation?



          13             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yes, please.



          14             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be wonderful.



          15             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Now you know what we've



          16   been through.  To give you a little bit of an example,



          17   that's what happened to us.  You know, to give you some



          18   example, I was a nine-year-old girl and went through the



          19   same experience being in a boarding school.



          20             I didn't realize I was going to translate



          21   her -- by the way, my name is Louisa Riley.  She



          22   explained -- I mean, she told you her Inupiaq name and



          23   also that she's lived all her life and knows all the



          24   traditional knowledge about -- and we do have people



          25   that live here that has those knowledges.  And to use
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           1   them as getting all the information, that is very



           2   important.



           3             You know, I've heard a lot of our elders.  I



           4   myself is an elder in training.  I'm a very young elder



           5   in training.  And that's how we learn, from our elders.



           6   And so it is an honor for me to translate what she



           7   said -- and I wish I had thought of it, but she said



           8   that we do have a lot of people that knows the



           9   knowledge.  We do have people that work with the Inupiaq



          10   people.  You know, we are the Inupiaq people up here.



          11   We are the original people up here.



          12             So there are some workers that are here -- I'm



          13   glad to have met you, too, so I could identify who you



          14   are, because there's always -- so much changes.



          15             But the other is, you know, seasonal.  You



          16   know, she was talking about the seasonal changes in the



          17   ocean and to have that knowledge from people that know



          18   that.  So that's what I have on here.



          19             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thank you.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank



          21   you.  And her comments have been recorded so we can get



          22   further translations later.  So thank you.



          23             Are there any other elders in the chamber



          24   before I go to the villages for elders?



          25             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  My
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           1   nickname is Johnnie Brower.  My Inupiaq name is Nuvuk



           2   Kunaq.  There are two things that I don't like about



           3   this meeting.  First, the rules and regulations within



           4   the State of Alaska boundary.  Second, the federal



           5   sector for the federally recognized tribes.



           6             I'm more in favor of the rules and regulations



           7   that would be imposed on these matters by the federally



           8   recognized tribal sectors because they have ability to



           9   put things up the way I would like to see them.  The



          10   North Slope Borough has a State boundary limit, which is



          11   okay for land-based people living on land.



          12             One of the bigger concerns that I have that



          13   I'm not too fond of is after the seismic explorations



          14   took place for a couple of months -- you know what a



          15   black tide is compared to a blue tide and a red tide?



          16   The black tide is the dead matter of all -- all



          17   microscopic animals that our endangered species animals



          18   eat.  It's a combined mixture of the -- when it's



          19   already dead, it collects and mingles with the algae and



          20   other microscopic animals and it becomes larger and



          21   larger.  And these were reported as black sheens and



          22   black tides in our Arctic waters.



          23             And when this kind of thing gets into areas



          24   where seals, walruses, and other animals flourish and



          25   eat and migrate to and travel from, these kind of







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         36







           1   things, you don't have -- budget money to explain to



           2   people.  You have to have the seismic exploration, and



           3   you're playing games in the polar Arctic waters.



           4             And if you do too much destructive damages on



           5   the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you're reducing



           6   the fresh food that supplies the different areas of



           7   different countries from our polar Arctic region, not



           8   just for our Alaska region.  And that's one part that



           9   people don't understand very good.



          10             I -- as an Inupiaq person, I am not in love



          11   with watching my own future generations going to end up



          12   having to see some of the things that we are seeing.



          13   It's not going to happen at the moment, but it's



          14   developing slowly where it will become a long-term



          15   effect.  Just exactly the same way -- before I went to



          16   school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe



          17   Bay, I was able to run around the North Slope country on



          18   a dog team moving reindeer near here with friends and



          19   relatives.  I can't even do that.



          20             The places where I hunt and fish in Prudhoe



          21   Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff



          22   like that.  Fifteen years ago I went over there to do



          23   some hunting, and the security said that I don't belong



          24   there.  I'm Inupiaq in my own Inupiaq country and they



          25   tell me that I don't belong there.
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           1             The concept of the Inupiaq country that I'm



           2   talking about is altogether a separate entity that's not



           3   with the United States nor the Russians.  My ancestors



           4   going back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the



           5   Arctic Ocean coastal line was 12,500 years ago?  Does



           6   anybody in Washington, D.C., who imposes all these



           7   things, know these things and how much my people's



           8   ancestors -- my ancestors and my people on how far their



           9   history and language goes back in time?



          10             I am really appalled in the way -- how some of



          11   these things have been conducted since the oil was



          12   discovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by means I -- I'm



          13   not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has



          14   devastated me, my people, my culture, our way of life,



          15   and we're still trying to explain that we would like to



          16   keep our way of life and our culture and our food



          17   sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in



          18   our future generations to come so that they may live a



          19   healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people



          20   and say, "We need this, we need that."



          21             I would more or less like to see something



          22   that Bill Clinton introduced to our country saying thank



          23   you to the Native American society in North America in



          24   the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country



          25   over yours.  And one of these days I'd like to see the
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           1   Native society say, "Okay, United States, time is time,



           2   enough is enough, you've done too much."



           3             I think it's about time you need to pay rent.



           4   Your lease or your amount of time that you have occupied



           5   my Native country, you need to pay money so we could get



           6   some revenues into our account that our families really



           7   need really bad.  Thank you.



           8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank



           9   you for your comments.



          10             Any other elders that would like to speak



          11   before I ask for elders in the region -- in the other



          12   villages?



          13             Okay.  With that, Kaktovik, I believe you're



          14   on the line.  Are there any elders that would like to



          15   speak before I get to public comments?



          16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.  There's none here in



          17   Kaktovik.



          18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



          19             I guess Nuiqsut is on the line.  Any elders in



          20   Nuiqsut that would like to speak first, please?



          21             Wainwright?  Are there any elders in



          22   Wainwright that would like to speak?



          23             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  No elders



          24   here.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.
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           1             And there was one other village that I missed.



           2             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.



           3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay.  Point Lay?



           4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here at this time.



           5   Thank you.



           6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anaktuvuk Pass, I understand



           7   you're on the line.  Any elders that would like to speak



           8   first?



           9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  There's none here at this



          10   time.  Thanks.



          11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



          12             And before we move to the general public, an



          13   elder just walked in.



          14             George, I'll let you write.  I don't want to



          15   miss you.



          16             George Edwardson just walked in.  And before



          17   we open it, I would like George to finish signing in and



          18   see if he has any comments, because I know he knows what



          19   we're here for.



          20             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Could you tell me what



          21   it's about?



          22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  We're



          23   here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to



          24   2017.



          25             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.
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           1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And I know you're one of the



           2   very knowledgeable elders here, and I hate to put you on



           3   the spot, but I know you're busy.



           4             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've got me on



           5   the spot.



           6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've got you on the spot.



           7             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  This is the



           8   EIS -- right --



           9             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Correct.



          10             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  -- for the five-year



          11   plan?



          12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Five-year plan that's a



          13   draft.



          14             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  And some of the limits



          15   on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dumped



          16   in the water has already been increased so you could do



          17   more dumping in the ocean; is that right?



          18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  I don't think so, no.



          19             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  It hasn't passed yet?



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.



          21             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've always



          22   known how I thought and felt about you, the federal



          23   government, attempting to go out in the Arctic Ocean.



          24   That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,



          25   healthy with the harvest we get from the marine mammals
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           1   in the ocean.



           2             And the industry talks about how safe they can



           3   operate now.  The safety of that operation they do, they



           4   talk about oil boomers they could use, which don't work



           5   when the current gets over three knots because the oil



           6   starts to go over it and under it.



           7             And when you look at vessels and ice



           8   conditions, the United States had two icebreakers.  One



           9   is broken down for more than a year and the one that was



          10   working went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts



          11   in order so it could come back.  That is not a, you



          12   know, very safe backup for attempting to go out in the



          13   ocean.



          14             And you understand the ocean's going around in



          15   a circle around the Arctic Ocean?  A big piece of ice



          16   sits out here in the front, ten years later it comes



          17   back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice



          18   around and how cold temperatures are.  In the warm



          19   waters when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself



          20   apart and the lighter ends disappear and makes it a



          21   little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.



          22             And just to give you an example, in 1942 when



          23   they were building new lines 50 miles to the east of



          24   here, a Liberty ship ran aground.  And in order to save



          25   it, they had to dump the bunker oil into the ocean in
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           1   order to float it to save it.  And they did save the



           2   boat.  But every time a storm hits that high water mark,



           3   it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in



           4   the inlet and then it starts killing all over again.



           5   This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now.  Still is



           6   toxic.



           7             And it is a scary thing you do when you sit



           8   down and come up with a five-year plan to go offshore.



           9   And as a people, we have been telling you over and over



          10   all these years, no, no, but nobody can seem to hear.



          11   We must not be speaking the same language.



          12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.



          13             Now we're going to open it up for general



          14   public comments.  How about if we start with the very



          15   back row?  Would anyone in the very back row like to



          16   make a comment?



          17             And your name, please?



          18             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  My name is Bill Tracey,



          19   and I don't care how you spell it.



          20             I came here tonight -- I guess I've said this



          21   before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and mammals



          22   that can't be here tonight.  I've had the distinct



          23   privilege of spending entire weekends and months with



          24   walruses that have hauled out onto the shores of Point



          25   Lay.  You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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           1   buffer zone of 25 miles up from Point Lay to Wainwright.



           2   We appreciate that.  The walruses appreciate that.  But



           3   it's really not enough.



           4             These animals are hauling out because there



           5   isn't any more ice nearby that they can rest on, where



           6   they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.



           7   They find themselves making their way to land and



           8   spending one month, and it's working towards two months



           9   now, of every year looking for a place to rest.



          10             These animals, when they beach themselves,



          11   they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.



          12   They're sick.  We're finding sores all over these



          13   walruses, all over the seals, along with the belugas.



          14             Point Lay is another area where belugas really



          15   like to conjugate.  There's a lagoon system there.  This



          16   lagoon system is about 100 miles long.  It's pretty



          17   unique.  It's got more water fowl and sea mammals than



          18   anywhere else in the world.  They spend their summers



          19   there.



          20             These areas are very sensitive, along with



          21   thousands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea



          22   and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik.  All



          23   these shorelines are used.  So in order to get to these



          24   shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper



          25   waters to make their way north to south and back.
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           1             I had lunch with 20,000 walruses.  I got to



           2   watch them, like I was telling you, for hours and hours



           3   and days and days.  My wife and I.  My wife is on line



           4   from Point Lay right now.



           5             We found ways to get close to them.  We



           6   observed them.  We photographed them.  We shared those



           7   photographs so that other people wouldn't have to make



           8   their way there and disturb them and probably cause some



           9   sort of stampede.



          10             We were finding hundreds of dead walruses,



          11   mostly juveniles.  Their population in the next couple



          12   of years is going to be very sad because so many



          13   juveniles have died because they're on land.  I guess



          14   this summer the closest ice to the walruses was over



          15   700 miles away.  There was no way that they could use



          16   that ice.  I mentioned that we noticed that these



          17   animals were getting sick, there were sores.  Scores of



          18   them were dead.



          19             And I want to mention something about the



          20   belugas, too.  Point Lay hunters have been harvesting



          21   belugas for as long as I've been there, and I have only



          22   been there since 1973.  Point Lay's history goes way



          23   back, and belugas was one of the mainstays there.



          24             This year, the animals seem to be a different



          25   group.  And that's kind of strange and unusual because
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           1   the belugas that they were normally seeing were much



           2   larger.  This is a group of -- a pod of belugas that



           3   were mature but smaller.  So we're not sure where this



           4   group actually came from.



           5             A lot of strange things happened.  That



           6   barrier island that makes the Kasegaluk Lagoon is losing



           7   ground.  The erosion is tremendous.  The shorelines are



           8   falling into the sea.  I really hate to see, you know,



           9   what's going to happen once we lose that Kasegaluk



          10   Lagoon.  And I think we will lose it.  We've already had



          11   a couple of homes fall into the ocean because of the



          12   erosion.



          13             But back to the animals.  Where some of the



          14   present lease sales have already been purchased, it's



          15   just 90, not quite 100, miles west of Point Lay where



          16   the walruses are hauling out.  We believe that the



          17   walruses are going out that far and foraging.  They like



          18   to hit that Hanna Shoal area.  It's very shallow and



          19   rich in nutrients for these animals.



          20             If they're making it out that far and we're



          21   allowing drilling muds and that sort of thing to be



          22   dumped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea



          23   floor, I'm afraid that that's an alien material that's



          24   going to do damage to these animals.  If not to them



          25   directly, indirectly through microorganisms that they're







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         46







           1   feeding on.  I don't know how much study has gone into



           2   that.



           3             We heard a little bit earlier about the black



           4   tide.  I like that term.  And one thought that I had was



           5   the sea ice that's melting has held these microorganisms



           6   and algaes for thousands of years and now that the ice



           7   is melting and receding, this stuff is being released



           8   and it's making its way to our shorelines.  It's making



           9   its way into the stomachs of these animals.  I could be



          10   wrong, but prove me wrong.  Really.



          11             There's just so much going on up here that I



          12   really don't think it's time that we jump to any



          13   conclusions that we're ready to drill.  Maybe we are;



          14   maybe we aren't.  But when there's always that question,



          15   you want to err on the good side.



          16             I think we need some more science up here, and



          17   I think we need to really watch what these animals are



          18   doing.  They're crying for help.  There's just so much



          19   activity up here, so much is going on.  Just in the 40



          20   years that I've been here, it's like day and night.



          21   Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you will, and they're



          22   proposing more roads.



          23             The oceans here are becoming ice free.  Those



          24   are the new highways.  We're going to have more traffic



          25   up here.  Are we ready for it?  No.  We can't help
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           1   traffic in need out there.  We don't have the



           2   icebreakers.  We don't have the ships.  We don't have



           3   the Coast Guard up here.  We don't have deep water.  If



           4   a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is



           5   to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water



           6   ports here.



           7             I can go on and on.  There's just so much



           8   going on up here, and it's happening so fast that I



           9   think we need to slow down and, you know, count our



          10   blessings really.  So far so good.  We haven't had any



          11   major incidents.  We don't want any major incidents.  We



          12   want everybody to do their best.  We want technology to



          13   catch up.  We're not asking for a whole lot.



          14             Mr. Brower stated that -- and others that the



          15   ocean is our garden.  All our food, a majority of our



          16   food, is coming from the ocean.  If that were to change,



          17   how do we deal with that?  We don't do well living on



          18   hotdogs.  The whale is part of this heritage, this



          19   culture, along with all the other animals.



          20             And respect is why everybody is still here,



          21   why things work here.  They respect the land.  They



          22   respect the ocean.  They respect the animals.  They



          23   respect each other.  And we would like to respect



          24   everybody that comes here and says that they're here to



          25   listen to us, to work with us.
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           1             And with that, I'd like to thank you folks for



           2   coming and doing just that.  You're listening to us,



           3   you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.



           4   So thank you.  Thanks for this opportunity to speak.



           5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your



           6   comments.  Thank you.



           7             Anybody else in the back row, because I'm



           8   going to move it to the second row now.



           9             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  Sure.  I'm ready now.



          10   You caught me off guard last time.



          11             Hi.  Good evening.  Qaiyaan Su'esu'e for the



          12   record, Q-a-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.



          13             Good evening, teleconference land, from



          14   Utqiagvik.  It's good to be home.



          15             I want to, first of all, thank BOEM folks for



          16   being here.  As you know, it's been quite a journey the



          17   past couple weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the



          18   chance to attend various public hearings and hear



          19   comments from other villages and other regions as well.



          20             Along the road I have always liked to provide



          21   my own comment on behalf of my subsistence way of life,



          22   my upbringing, and what I have a feeling most of my



          23   peers and fellow Inupiaq have the same feeling as, which



          24   is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes



          25   more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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           1   look very closely at the risks involved, which, again,



           2   are the fact that there is very little proven cleanup



           3   methodology.  There's very little baseline science yet.



           4   There's very limited infrastructure that we have to work



           5   with.  Those are some main obvious things that need to



           6   be taken into consideration.



           7             Also, I -- with the news today hearing that



           8   BOEM conditionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it



           9   really is good to know that our public comments and



          10   concerns of our tribal governments and organizations are



          11   being heard.  And it gives me hope that with the new



          12   BOEM administration -- it gives the public hope that



          13   we're -- our voices are heard.  So thank you for this



          14   opportunity to publicly comment.



          15             Some of the things that I've noticed



          16   throughout attending different hearings -- and I would



          17   like to pass this message along from folks in the



          18   villages who have brought me to the side and asked me



          19   over and over, "Who are they now?  Which group is this?



          20   What are they doing here?"  I think some of the most



          21   beneficial things to improve the process, at least with



          22   the -- in going through the EIS, the public comment



          23   period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the



          24   public are better educated in what meetings we will be



          25   attending.
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           1             I noticed coming back to Barrow and asking,



           2   you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the meeting?"



           3             "What meeting?"



           4             So I think more public awareness and maybe



           5   perhaps an educator from BOEM rather than sending



           6   individuals trying to scramble and figure out, who are



           7   they now, what are they here for, what process, what



           8   step are we in.  It would be beneficial to spend the



           9   time and effort to have more outreach to the communities



          10   on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind



          11   of meeting we're in today.



          12             And I think that's about it for now.  That's



          13   all I can think of.  I have spoken so much I just have



          14   run out of words.  But I'm just really glad to be home,



          15   and welcome you here.  It's so good to hear AEWC



          16   comments and from our elders.  And what I can say as a



          17   young person is, I was born and raised as well to listen



          18   to our elders.  Federal government or a young adult,



          19   listen to our elders.  Thank you.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



          21             And I believe, gentleman, you had your hand up



          22   in row two?  Your name please?



          23             MR. DUKE MORROW:  Good evening.  Hi.  Duke



          24   Morrow.  I just have a question about process.  We're



          25   sitting here tonight -- I'd like to congratulate all the
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           1   people from BOEM for being here and the efforts they're



           2   putting in to educate us on this five-year plan.  But,



           3   in fact, BOEM is here because of a political reality due



           4   to an oil spill last year.  Had that not happened, we



           5   would be talking to different people under different



           6   circumstances.  So what happens next year when there's a



           7   change in the political realities?



           8             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  So you're



           9   absolutely right.  If there wasn't an oil spill, one



          10   person who wouldn't be here would be me.  The whole



          11   reason I came to the Interior Department was because my



          12   partner, Mike Bromwich, and I were asked by the



          13   President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior



          14   Department to implement these reforms.



          15             And the changes we made to offshore oil and



          16   gas oversight in terms of the structure of BOEM, the



          17   structure at BSEE, are meant to be lasting changes.  Let



          18   me give you one example:  Lasting changes that won't



          19   sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and



          20   whichever party is in power and that sort of thing.



          21             And I'll give you one example.  One of the



          22   most fundamental structural changes we made within BOEM



          23   was the appointment of a chief environmental officer, a



          24   lead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Alan



          25   Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for
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           1   overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par



           2   with the officials responsible for the leasing program,



           3   has an equal say in the five-year program and any



           4   potential lease sale with the folks who organize and



           5   plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --



           6   provide a voice for environmental science and make sure



           7   that we're striking the appropriate balances.



           8             We made that person a career official, and so



           9   he -- or in the future maybe she -- is embedded, his



          10   career, his professional -- there's continuity across



          11   administrations and by our design, we hope, isn't



          12   affected by the politics at the moment.



          13             One of the -- when we were speaking with the



          14   borough earlier today, one of our tasks early on is to



          15   establish BOEM's reputation; what is BOEM, what are we



          16   known for, how do we want people to think of us?  And it



          17   is fundamentally as a scientific organization;



          18   geologists, geophysicists, biologists, marine mammal



          19   specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,



          20   anthropologists.  But the common theme there is our



          21   decision-making has to be grounded in the data, in the



          22   science.



          23             I get asked by politicians, I get asked by



          24   reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad



          25   spot?  You've got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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           1   you know, don't want to see leasing, you've got



           2   politicians on the other hand who think you're not doing



           3   enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's



           4   right?"  And my answer is, the only way is science.  The



           5   only way is relying on the data, relying on the



           6   information, allowing that to shape your



           7   decision-making.



           8             That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's



           9   how we arrived at the decision with respect to limiting



          10   the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration



          11   plan.  It was based on our assessment of the data, how



          12   long it would take to mount a relief well operation,



          13   open water spill response, the time it would take to cap



          14   and contain that well.  And so it wasn't political, it



          15   wasn't influenced one way or the other by what



          16   politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career



          17   staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping



          18   the decision.



          19             And that's the institution we want to build.



          20   And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it will



          21   be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and flows



          22   depending on who's in office.  But that's what we have



          23   in mind.



          24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We're still back



          25   on the second row there.  Anybody want to speak?
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           1             MS. DALLAS-LEE BROWER:  I'm Dallas-Lee Brower.



           2   And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope



           3   that you will include in your science the traditional



           4   whalers, the traditional ways, with respect because so



           5   often we have observed that the scientists because of



           6   their training and because of their degrees have put



           7   themselves high and above the people here and throughout



           8   Alaska who have great knowledge, and so I wanted to make



           9   a strong point about that.  Thank you.



          10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I am



          11   the new regional director for Alaska.  I'm a trained



          12   scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100



          13   percent right.  On my watch, traditional knowledge will



          14   be treated with respect and the people that do science



          15   from my organization will do so, period.  It's very



          16   important.  So thank you for your comments.



          17             Anybody else in -- okay.  Sorry.



          18             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Good evening.  Harry



          19   Brower, resident of Barrow.  Born and raised here in



          20   Barrow itself.  I have shared with you my different



          21   capacities I've held in Barrow in meetings we've had



          22   here.  I'm currently the chairman of the Alaska Eskimo



          23   Whaling Commission, representing our animals around our



          24   villages, and the deputy director for the Department of



          25   Wildlife Management doing research on our resources that
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           1   we depend on for subsistence.



           2             In regards to the information you provided and



           3   wanting some feedback, you know, this is a lot of



           4   information that we try to absorb in just a matter of



           5   time since the printing of the document, receiving the



           6   document, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being



           7   reflective of some -- the majority of our concerns.



           8   Some are; some aren't.  It gives and takes in different



           9   areas of the document.



          10             Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments



          11   from our elders, again, the level of interpretation



          12   that's provided and understanding the document is very



          13   critical in the ways to -- how do we best meet the need,



          14   how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly



          15   take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening



          16   for the very resources that we depend on for



          17   subsistence.



          18             It's -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it



          19   could have been a very positive thing because of what



          20   happened in the Gulf.  It depends on how you view it,



          21   and I express your concerns to the thought.  I was very



          22   glad Nanauq made her comment about her upcoming, her



          23   lifestyle, subsistence.  The ocean provides a lot of our



          24   food, and that's the way it's been since as a child



          25   growing up.  The level of interpretation was -- by no
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           1   means -- no mistake -- no pun intended to downplay



           2   anything or anybody or anything like that.



           3             The level of interpretation, it has its



           4   impacts as well.  She was referring back to her



           5   childhood and her parents raising the family along with



           6   her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas



           7   where they did their subsistence activities, and that is



           8   a very significant statement.



           9             You know, we grew up using these resources.



          10   The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,



          11   whales.  And then in turn subsisting off those resources



          12   it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.



          13             So when you -- you know, we've changed over



          14   time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've



          15   seen going forward.  These are very important things to



          16   keep in mind in our culture.  Because if we make any



          17   kind of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence



          18   activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on



          19   whether we survive or die in the midst of things.



          20             We don't allow for mistakes when you're living



          21   here in the Arctic.  It's a very unforgiving area to be



          22   in.  There's no room for error.  You get into



          23   life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.



          24             And that's what we've tried to express over



          25   the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.
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           1   In the beginning I remember my elders indicating, no, we



           2   don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore.  No



           3   offshore oil and gas.



           4             Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in



           5   the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see



           6   our federal government regardless of our statements



           7   continue holding lease sales, and yet we -- even though



           8   we're in opposition, we still like to remain at the



           9   table to be able to help steer the development activity



          10   occurring offshore.



          11             Even though in my mind I say no to offshore



          12   oil and gas, I still want to be at the table to help



          13   steer that activity, regardless if the participants like



          14   me or not.  I still want to be at the table.



          15             So that's where we -- you know, we give and



          16   take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to



          17   the wall and we've got no more room to back up but to



          18   stand at attention, but we'll be there.  I make my



          19   comments because of what I've learned over time and



          20   going to these meetings.  It's not an easy thing to be



          21   here providing comments.



          22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, Harry.



          23             Okay.  The third row down --



          24             MR. HARRY BROWER:  I just want to continue.



          25   In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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           1   interpretation of the document, you can't expect one



           2   person to be able to find you a whole length



           3   of information within a short period of time.  It's very



           4   important for you to come back even -- this one-time



           5   meeting isn't enough.



           6             The introduction of the document -- this is



           7   the first introduction of that, basically, by the



           8   agency, by the federal government, holding the lease



           9   sale, and yet we're expected to provide comments within



          10   a short period of time, 45 days.  And this is going to



          11   be impacting us for the next five years.



          12             I think it's unfortunate that we're put in



          13   this situation in terms of providing comments.  If that



          14   time could be lengthened, it would be appropriate, but



          15   it's up to, again, our federal government to make those



          16   decisions and how you plan to pan out your offshore oil



          17   and gas development into the future.



          18             I think I'll stop here.  I see there's other



          19   people that want to make comments as well.  I probably



          20   could sit here all day and all night talking to you



          21   because I just came back from another meeting with



          22   onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the morning, and I



          23   don't think I want to be here another night, especially



          24   a Friday night, until 1:30 in the morning.  Thank you.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.  Always a
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           1   pleasure.



           2             Anybody else in the second row before we go to



           3   the third row?



           4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  (Speaking in Inupiaq.)



           5             Greetings to everybody.  I'm glad you guys are



           6   here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened.  Up



           7   to maybe 100 years ago.  But it's really -- I feel like



           8   we're moving forward.  And like Harry said, we still



           9   want to be part of it even though it makes us cry.  We



          10   could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,



          11   50 years ago, so I'm just glad that we're able to do



          12   that.



          13             Most of my life, of my adult life, I have been



          14   working with my families, our Inupiaq families, the



          15   devastation of what happened to our families.  So I



          16   would like to see social impact for our families.  We



          17   didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went



          18   through.



          19             To give you an example, I grew up in the



          20   Kaktovik area.  After the pipeline was built, one summer



          21   the caribous did not go through.  Fortunately, my uncle



          22   John Hagle (ph), a traditional Inupiaq man, had his



          23   little store.  He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they



          24   sent him 100 cases of turkey.  Our Creator was watching



          25   out for us.  We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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           1   that summer.  Because in those days, we did not get



           2   planes every day like we do today.  So that was the



           3   devastation.



           4             I'd like to see social impact, where once we



           5   get that -- we need the oil companies to help or the



           6   government to help, too, take care of our families



           7   because it devastated us.



           8             You know, he said 30 years.  That's 30, 40, 50



           9   years of so much changes and it's still so much changes,



          10   and we don't get a chance to really process it in our



          11   Inupiaq.  You know, just like when I was translating, I



          12   have to think backwards because we speak Inupiaq totally



          13   opposite.  So when you're speaking to me in English, I



          14   have to turn it over again.  So in that process, we lose



          15   more than half of what's being said.



          16             And like our young -- I love to see our young



          17   people, you know, being vocal.  That gives me warm



          18   fuzzies, because there's somebody that's going to take



          19   over to look out for our future generation.  Because



          20   I've seen and I work with the impact it had on me and my



          21   families, and beg, borrow, maybe sometimes steal to try



          22   to get the help for my impacted -- from the oil



          23   companies 40 years ago.  So I'd like to see that.



          24   That's my dream.  And I hope in my lifetime.  Thank you.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
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           1   for your comments.



           2             So we're going to move to row four.



           3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Good evening.  My name



           4   is Leandra de Sousa, S-o-u-s-a, and I work for the



           5   Department of Wildlife Management for the North Slope



           6   Borough.  And I'd like to thank you for coming here



           7   today and listening to the concerns.  We have a few



           8   comments that I'd like to share.



           9             First, we would like to say that we would



          10   recommend a combination of alternative five and six for



          11   the draft PEIS, which would exclude both the Beaufort



          12   Sea and the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration



          13   of the 2012-2017 OCS leasing program, because that would



          14   be keeping with our strong belief that the potential



          15   risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in



          16   Arctic waters.



          17             However, if the sales are to take place, we do



          18   support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling



          19   deferral areas that you have, the program, and also the



          20   25-mile coastal buffer zone.  And we also support the



          21   single sale, three to five period in each planning area.



          22             We would also like to emphasize that



          23   mitigation measures should be in place similar to the



          24   ones used by BLM in the NPRA process and should require



          25   multiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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           1   better understand the localized environment, resource



           2   use, and potential risk of operations.



           3             And also we would like to request that area



           4   deferred from the past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sales



           5   not be included in areas to be offered for lease in the



           6   five-year schedule, and that a comparable deferral area



           7   should be added across Cross Island.  And also that a



           8   coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 miles instead



           9   of 25 miles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's



          10   keeping with the NMFS recommendation of previous



          11   comments.



          12             And also include a deferral zone over the



          13   addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal



          14   because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice



          15   dynamics make it a refuge for ice-dependent species,



          16   such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water



          17   season when development is happening.



          18             And we'd also like to have more clarity on the



          19   leasing program and the leasing sale mitigation measures



          20   stating that tankering will not be allowed for the



          21   transport of oil from Arctic OCS planning areas.  And



          22   also that a zero discharge policy will be implemented in



          23   the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of



          24   OCS gas development.  Thank you.



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
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           1   comments.



           2             Anybody else in row four before I go on?



           3   Rosemary?  State your name for the record, please.



           4             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Rosemary



           5   Ahtuangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k.  I've lived in



           6   Barrow for a year and a half.  I've had -- about five



           7   years before, I went to Nuiqsut and I spent 24 years in



           8   Nuiqsut.  My mom was born and raised up here.  We have a



           9   strong traditional background.  We hunted and harvested



          10   from the lands and waters.



          11             This is very important for our family.  This



          12   is very important for our nutritional well balance and



          13   being.  I have a son who has diabetes.  I know when he's



          14   eating a more traditional diet he doesn't need as much



          15   insulin.  This is concerning for us because we have so



          16   many people that are starting to have trouble with



          17   diabetes.



          18             We've had a tremendous increase in respiratory



          19   illness.  We've talked tremendously about this in many,



          20   many meetings.  We've asked for increased restrictions



          21   to gas.  We've asked for recognition of the air quality



          22   concerns near communities that are facing some of these



          23   issues.  We've asked support to have a stronger health



          24   impact assessment process.  We need to have this process



          25   start now.  It can't wait.  It needs to be incorporated
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           1   into multiple layers to get a good assessment process.



           2   It needs to be looking at the wellness of our foods, but



           3   also of our people as a whole.



           4             The problem we have in the process is that we



           5   don't have enough data in our databases to adequately



           6   assess our concerns for health impacts.  There's been a



           7   lot of effort to go out and research our animals, but to



           8   research us, it didn't happen.  We could have learned a



           9   lot.



          10             But now we know from other health impacts that



          11   have been -- health assessments that have been done



          12   already, two spills, that people that are of



          13   child-bearing ages should not work in a spill response



          14   area.  Children should not work in these areas.  But



          15   what about us who live and raise our children in these



          16   areas and our risk factors for these concerns?



          17             We're very concerned about other development



          18   activities that have passed that have already



          19   contaminated some of our foods, and the difficulties we



          20   have in assessing some of these issues and following up



          21   some of these assessments.  If we didn't have some of



          22   our tribal people involved in some of these processes,



          23   the government's process to come up with an assessment



          24   would have sampled no contaminated lakes.  But our



          25   tribal people asked a lot of questions, got involved in
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           1   the process, and have been involved continuously.



           2             I went to school to become educated as a



           3   physician's assistant.  I went through the community



           4   health and training program in our villages.  We don't



           5   have doctors.  Our health aides provide our care.  Our



           6   health aides need to have more exposure to improved



           7   education within this process.  There's a lot of demands



           8   and stress that are being put on them and the amount of



           9   care that they're having to give to our people because



          10   we're having increased respiratory distress.



          11             The disruption it gives to our families when



          12   we have to take our children out to be medevaced out to



          13   a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a



          14   parent with them.  It also takes a lot of stress from



          15   our family members that have to have -- maybe they're a



          16   responder for the fire department.  Maybe they're the



          17   person that's sitting for our community on the assembly.



          18   When you take them out sick in the medevaced process,



          19   you're taking them out with all the other hats that they



          20   wear and contribute to this process.



          21             Nuiqsut was hit tremendously.  We absorbed the



          22   process of going through oil and gas development, and we



          23   feel like Nuiqsut was sacrified as the social bowl of



          24   assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas



          25   development in the Arctic.  People of Cordova feel like
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           1   they were in the social bowl without research related to



           2   what happens to an oil spill.  There was a lot of



           3   information that we could have been incorporating into



           4   this process to protect our people.



           5             But when I toured the Gulf spill, I still saw



           6   the lack of enforcement of protecting measures to help



           7   protect the people when they're working on the spill.



           8   They were not given regulators.  They were not using



           9   them.  People that lived in that area, there were



          10   hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,



          11   but it just looked like a smattering of a response;



          12   ineffective placing of booms, nonmaintenance of booms.



          13             The kind of boats that they have in the Gulf



          14   are not the kind of boats that we have up here.  We



          15   don't have those types of ports where we're even going



          16   to bring in these kinds of boats to even get some of



          17   this equipment loaded into these areas.  We don't have



          18   areas along the coast to even initiate some of these



          19   responses, let alone staging areas for them to refuel or



          20   getting any assistance in the process.  There's so much



          21   that we don't have up here.



          22             We're not prepared for a process to go through



          23   a lease sale right now.  There's so much that we need to



          24   absorb from learning from the Gulf spill that needs to



          25   be incorporated in a good process, not the process that
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           1   has been occurring at this time.



           2             We're very concerned because Nuiqsut went



           3   through impacts related to loss of harvesting of



           4   caribous.  We went through changes of the natural



           5   environment that affected our ability to harvest in the



           6   Arctic.  We went through processes where seismic



           7   activity diverted the whale.  Nobody helped us through



           8   those processes, and it was very difficult for us.



           9             The social impacts that we talked about didn't



          10   get documented in the recording processes that are



          11   effective to help us in these assessment processes that



          12   are before us.  We went through training programs to



          13   help us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes



          14   are not absorbed into our planning process for these



          15   different things, and yet we're having tremendous



          16   amounts of numbers continue throughout the North Slope



          17   and other communities throughout the Arctic Ocean and



          18   yet the understanding for that.



          19             I had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked me,



          20   why do I keep talking about these kinds of things, why



          21   do I press these issues about the importance of our



          22   health and our traditional uses.  She told me all of her



          23   female relatives have died of cancer.  That's a



          24   tremendous burden for me to carry in these processes



          25   because I've got to find a way to help and build a hope
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           1   that the concerns for health are not going to be



           2   ignored.  It's so important that we have a better



           3   process before us because we have children in our



           4   communities that feel they don't have hope because their



           5   families were exposed with previous studies that give



           6   them concerns.



           7             And the tremendous amounts of cancer rates,



           8   we've seen that also happen in other communities across



           9   this North Slope.  I moved to Barrow just a year and a



          10   half ago and I've had over 20 people tell me about



          11   leukemia.  That's a tremendous burden to bury in this



          12   process.



          13             The resources to try to care for that are not



          14   existent up here.  We have to travel far away to give



          15   our hopes to try to be treating for that process.  It



          16   really compromises stakes for that process.  Those



          17   people are very difficult to even bring back home when



          18   they do go through these treatments.  The resources to



          19   assess them and to monitor and to help them are very



          20   limited here.  Even if we get this brand-new hospital



          21   built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal



          22   with these kinds of things.  Still we're going to have



          23   to go elsewhere.



          24             These costs are astronomical, but we know when



          25   our bodies, the breast milk, is showing contaminants and
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           1   multiple chemicals that are coming from all sorts of



           2   development activities that are coming down into the



           3   Arctic and wrecking our air quality up here.  Tremendous



           4   amounts of emissions and particulate matter, nitrous



           5   oxides and all these other things, that are being



           6   emitted from oil and gas development have affected many,



           7   many people.



           8             Please learn from this process.  Please



           9   prevent this from coming up here.  We are not ready for



          10   a lease sale.  There should not be a consideration of



          11   this process in the Gulf or up here.  We have much more



          12   that we can be doing to build the process.



          13             We didn't learn from the GS-2 spill and yet



          14   we're facing things like this.  During that GS-2 spill



          15   in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,



          16   Alpine and Liberty.  I stood up and opposed the



          17   Northstar lease sale -- the Northstar development



          18   process.  And I filed a lawsuit for over 17 years in



          19   that process because I know the risks for our



          20   traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the



          21   federal government's energy needs.  Thank you.



          22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your



          23   comments.



          24             Your name, please?



          25             MS. HEATHER DINGMAN:  My name is Heather
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           1   Dingman.  That's H-e-a-t-h-e-r D-i-n-g-m-a-n.



           2             My comment would be on Section 4.3.2 to the



           3   health impact assessment, which is described under



           4   National Environmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA



           5   regulations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to



           6   which the proposed action affects public health or



           7   safety.'"  It also goes on to state that impacts on



           8   human health can be considered beforehand, public and



           9   decision-maker awareness can be promoted, and prevention



          10   or mitigation can be built into the operations.



          11             With that said, at the end of this section, it



          12   states, "It would be more appropriate to discuss impacts



          13   to site-specific populations at the lease sale level



          14   when a better understanding of who will be affected is



          15   clear."



          16             And that specific statement, what I'm



          17   concerned about, how this conclusion came to be.  Were



          18   health impacts ever evaluated and concluded that it



          19   didn't have a great enough impact to discuss in this



          20   EIS?  And is it at BOEM's discretion whether or not to



          21   evaluate human health in the EIS?  It would seem that



          22   BOEM would be concerned to see the link how this plan



          23   would affect public health and safety, as NEPA states



          24   and is quoted in the EIS.  And lastly, an HIA would give



          25   BOEM a better understanding of who would be affected.  I
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           1   strongly recommend to BOEM to reconsider implementing an



           2   HIA plan.



           3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your



           4   comments.



           5             Row four before I go to the -- George?



           6             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I forgot to introduce



           7   myself when I was talking.  My name is George Edwardson.



           8   I'm the president of Inupiat Community.



           9             And just to finish off, the EIS, environmental



          10   impact statement, that means this is the process you use



          11   to see if whatever development you're going to do is



          12   safe or not safe.  The first EIS that came over the



          13   Arctic Ocean was back in the late '80s, and we were



          14   guaranteed one and a half major oil spills then.  We



          15   were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi



          16   when they done their first exploration.



          17             And I forgot to give you my education.  I'm a



          18   geologist.  I'm a mining and petroleum technician.  I



          19   was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat



          20   that ever came to the State of Alaska in 1968.  I was a



          21   platform operator back then.  I've worked in the oil



          22   industry from the days they started their exploration



          23   until, you know, the pipeline was built.



          24             My education was given to me by the



          25   consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field while it was
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           1   being, you know, developed.  So the industry's



           2   consultants were my teachers when I went to school.  So



           3   as a people, we do know what is going on.  We understand



           4   what is going on.  It's no guesswork.



           5             And when you look at the EIS, it says if you



           6   see it not safe, you cannot do it.  Except today the EIS



           7   is used as an excuse to speed up whatever development,



           8   you know, the impact is being made for.  I understand



           9   and more than believe your hearts and your intentions



          10   are good.  When you tell us you're a scientist, you do



          11   what is right, I believe you.  But you have bosses that



          12   have other plans.



          13             When this lease sale was first conducted, the



          14   United States found out it was not legal so they changed



          15   the laws in order to make it have the appearance it was



          16   legal.  The moment it was not legal, the lease sale



          17   became invalid.  Yet today we're continuing this EIS



          18   with the intent of continuing with this illegal sale



          19   that had been conducted.



          20             As a regional tribal government we have never



          21   received a penny from any oil development.  Our



          22   municipality, the North Slope Borough, received a



          23   portion of what they should have coming to them.  But as



          24   a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the



          25   biggest to lose -- what moneys we receive from the
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           1   federal government are to do programs to assist our



           2   members, our people.  And we have to find other moneys



           3   in order to come to deal with, you know, hearings like



           4   this right here.  We have absolutely no kind of



           5   assistance from the federal government, yet you keep



           6   coming and coming and coming at it.  You know, what's



           7   right is right and this is wrong.



           8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments,



           9   George.



          10             Okay.  Kaktovik?  Is there anyone at Kaktovik



          11   who would like to speak and make a comment?



          12             Nuiqsut?  Anyone at Nuiqsut who would like to



          13   make a public comment?



          14             Wainwright?  Anyone at Wainwright who would



          15   like to make a comment?



          16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here.



          17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay?  Is anyone at



          18   Point Lay?  Would they like to make a comment?



          19             MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Yes.  Thank you very much.



          20   My name is Marie Tracey.  Thank you for including us



          21   villages in this teleconference.



          22             I've never seen such large numbers of walrus



          23   haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.



          24   We've had belugas here in our village.  And when we get



          25   the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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           1   the areas of the lease sales for industry to explore for



           2   oil.  I've heard the walrus, when they lose any members



           3   of their group, it's like going to a funeral.  It's so



           4   sad to listen to.  I have seen them make it to the beach



           5   and fallen asleep right in the surf.  This is when



           6   they're so tired.



           7             I know that -- I'd like to leave this thought



           8   with all of you.  When we have our Christmas feast in



           9   all our villages, think about what you're going to have



          10   at that feast and what you're not going to have in five



          11   and ten years from now.  Thank you very much.



          12             MS. CILIA ATTUNGOWRUK:  Hi.  My name is Cilia



          13   Attungowruk, C-i-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-w-r-u-k.



          14             And I am strongly not agreeing with the



          15   drilling in the ocean because I have a daughter, and I'm



          16   planning on having a boy.  And I want my son to go



          17   fishing and hunting on that ocean.  And if they're



          18   drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are



          19   not going to come back.  They're going to go around and



          20   away.  They have nowhere else to go but here.  This is



          21   it.  Thank you.



          22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



          23             Anyone else at Point Lay?



          24             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Nobody at this time.  Thank



          25   you.
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           1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



           2             Let's move to the second row here.



           3             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.



           4             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, Anaktuvuk Pass.  I



           5   apologize.



           6             Anaktuvuk Pass?  Anybody for a public comment?



           7             MR. LAWRENCE BURRIS:  For the record, Lawrence



           8   Burris.  That first name is spelled L-a-w-r-e-n-c-e;



           9   last name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.



          10             Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not



          11   directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.



          12   However, through trading and bartering and good will and



          13   generosity we do receive marine mammals of subsistence



          14   foods.  And, you know, it's important to our Inupiaq



          15   brethren on the coast, it's important to us here in



          16   Anaktuvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns



          17   that are voiced here tonight.  And thank you very much.



          18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



          19             Anyone else there?



          20             Okay.  Let's move to the second row here.



          21   Next speaker.



          22             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Good evening.  My name is



          23   Geoff Carroll, G-e-o-f-f C-a-r-r-o-l-l.  Lots of double



          24   letters.



          25             I'd like to thank you for coming tonight.  And
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           1   I've got to say, I really do appreciate your new



           2   science-based approach.  I think it is a much better



           3   system now than what we had under MMS.  I'm glad to hear



           4   that you seem to value the opinions and the knowledge of



           5   the local residents.  And it sounds like your approach



           6   to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the



           7   Beaufort Seas as long as possible to gather as much



           8   information about those areas is -- you know, that's



           9   well warranted.



          10             I support the combination of alternatives five



          11   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the



          12   Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this



          13   five-year leasing program.  And I say that because I



          14   just do not think we're ready.  I mean, the people here



          15   are not ready for this to happen.  The technology that



          16   we have to work with isn't there.  There are just a lot



          17   of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start



          18   looking at it, but I don't think we're ready.



          19             First and foremost, we cannot clean up an oil



          20   spill at this point.  I don't see how anybody can get up



          21   there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good



          22   chance of cleaning up an oil spill.  I mean, maybe if it



          23   happened on a nice calm warm summer day there would be a



          24   chance, but much more likely it's going to be a horrible



          25   stormy windy day and you're going to be dealing with
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           1   either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.



           2   And there's just no equipment that's made to work in



           3   that.



           4             You know, you hear of something like Shell oil



           5   saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.



           6   I mean, why would they even say that?  That's just



           7   silly.  I mean, out of all the big spills I don't think



           8   they've ever gotten above single digits.  I mean, they



           9   retrieve less than 10 percent of the oil.  And the Gulf



          10   of Mexico, less than 10 percent.  Exxon Valdez -- I



          11   mean, it just isn't there.  We can't clean up a spill.



          12             And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we



          13   don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.



          14   I mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States



          15   does not have an icebreaker.  I mean, that is absolutely



          16   pathetic.



          17             We have one that's sort of a half-baked



          18   icebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even



          19   think about banging around out in the Arctic and doing



          20   things when we don't even have the capability of -- you



          21   know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Polar Sea,



          22   I mean, half the time those things were broken down, had



          23   a broken rudder, they had this, they had that.  I mean,



          24   how can a country that can't even build a decent



          25   icebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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           1   Arctic?



           2             Another thing, the Coast Guard.  I really



           3   admire the Coast Guard.  I admire the people that work



           4   for the Coast Guard, but I think they're the first to



           5   say we're not set up to cover what's coming in the



           6   Arctic.  They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even



           7   the expected traffic that's coming through there.



           8   They've really got to phase up before they're anywhere



           9   near ready to deal with the Arctic.



          10             You know, an oil spill at the wrong place, the



          11   wrong time, you know, it could be devastating to



          12   wildlife populations from everything from bowhead whales



          13   to plankton.  And I think it's been stated several times



          14   the subsistence harvest is extremely important



          15   nutritionally and culturally to the local population and



          16   it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this



          17   time.



          18             I don't know, it's probably a poor analogy,



          19   but a couple months ago they had a great article in the



          20   National Geographic about these guys that were climbing



          21   these amazing mountains with no ropes.  I mean, it was



          22   just incredible.  But, you know, it's also really crazy.



          23   I mean, it's just foolish.  And I just equate that to



          24   drilling oil in the Arctic without being able to clean



          25   up an oil spill, is the same thing.  It's not -- we're
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           1   not there yet.  It's not time.



           2             So I guess I would just like to repeat, I



           3   would like to support a combination of alternatives five



           4   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the



           5   Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year



           6   plan.



           7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments.



           8             And, sir, I believe you wanted to make a



           9   comment next?



          10             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Yeah.



          11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name, please, for



          12   the record?



          13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Elvis



          14   Presley.



          15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Elvis has left the building.



          16             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  For



          17   those of you that are American, they know me as Johnnie



          18   Brower, but my Inupiaq country -- my Inupiaq name is



          19   Nuvuk Kunaq.  And I'm not a United States citizen by



          20   birth, and that's the way I like it.



          21             The reason why you're here, the way you stated



          22   it, is because of the way and the nature of what has



          23   happened at the Gulf of Mexico district.  By all means,



          24   they have all the industrial parts and places that can



          25   facilitate and entertain the kind of problems that
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           1   occurred down there.



           2             But in an event hypothetically if something



           3   like that up here would develop, you don't have an



           4   industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,



           5   you don't have an industrial factory that can manipulate



           6   and make parts for things up here.



           7             You've heard from other people stating that we



           8   have some of the state of the art equipment and



           9   material.  One person mentioned that an icebreaker made



          10   it to the North Pole but needed some parts to make it



          11   back.  The country can have insufficient funds just to



          12   promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then



          13   have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a



          14   part to it and then allow it to be able to come back, is



          15   a very poor idea to one person's imagination.



          16             To make things a little bit more



          17   understandable, these EIS impact statements that's been



          18   going on for quite some time, a lot of people come and



          19   go.  They make their testimonies and they poured out



          20   their hearts.  Some of them are not here anymore.  And



          21   what's left of us, we're able to come and visit on the



          22   entertainments of your appointments being here.



          23             For me, I don't like the amount of time that



          24   you guys use when you guys come to the communities.  You



          25   guys make a hit and run and just take off.  The







                     Midnight Sun Court Reporters (907)258-7100

�

                                                                         81







           1   community, it gets the idea that people get to say



           2   things, what they want to say a little bit, but then



           3   they have a lot of serious problems with it.  I wonder



           4   what they're going to do after they listen to us.



           5             Currently I'm an active member of the



           6   Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in



           7   the polar Arctic Alaska region.  I'm not in love with



           8   some of the activities that are going on, just to



           9   specifically state something within -- inside the state



          10   boundaries of Alaska.  Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill



          11   in '66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Umiat that was



          12   already there in the 1940s.



          13             And to say a little bit more -- elaborate a



          14   little more about the Umiat area, my Native friends in



          15   other communities, Inupiaq communities, utilize those



          16   jurisdictions in Umiat area.  Personally, myself, I am



          17   very appalled at the methods and the ways that are being



          18   conducted in Umiat.  Previously before 1970, the



          19   transformer fluid was utilized and abused in very



          20   abusive ways.  And Congress passed a law in 1970



          21   declaring the transformer fluid had some very serious



          22   carcinogenic agents in 1917.



          23             It saddens my heart for me to be able to say



          24   this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was



          25   removed from Umiat.  And it still continues to discover
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           1   that kind of material is leeching out of Umiat area



           2   after 2002.



           3             Now, from past exploration activities, if the



           4   United States Congress can budget these kind of things



           5   but cannot complete a cleanup and verify it like a



           6   really good professional house cleaner, certify it as



           7   they came in and cleaned it up, meaning that there'll be



           8   no other aftermath of the chemical in that location,



           9   now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no



          10   telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.



          11             I wouldn't approve any offshore lease sales or



          12   development based on just what's happening in Umiat



          13   alone by itself.  And I mean I would not approve



          14   anything like that if I was a government official in



          15   high place until the bottom line how to conduct and



          16   thoroughly clean up something that occurred in the mid



          17   1940s.



          18             And to say it that way and that chemical, the



          19   transformer fluid, is still leeching out and being



          20   discovered in containers and being removed at



          21   300 gallons at a time from Umiat area is mind-boggling.



          22   And if there were some more other containers that are in



          23   large quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw



          24   floods, erodes, and damages an area where they were



          25   buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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           1   where the fish are being conducted for subsistence



           2   harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and



           3   hunters, meaning because of what United States Congress



           4   passed a law in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has



           5   a very serious carcinogation to human health, that alone



           6   right there, still leeching on the Umiat, is giving me a



           7   real serious shake on my head.



           8             And that's the professionalism of what the



           9   United States Congress can produce.  And if United



          10   States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of



          11   things, they should prove to us United States



          12   citizens -- that they made us to be United States



          13   citizens even though we are not.  So give us something



          14   to look at.  Give us something to understand.  You're



          15   using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the



          16   bush, but you've got a very serious problem in one



          17   location that I am just holding on on purpose that is



          18   not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job.



          19   Thank you.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your



          21   comments.



          22             We'll go back, but I understand that Atqasuk



          23   village may be online.  Atqasuk?  Is that true?



          24             Okay.  Harry?



          25             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Harry Brower for the
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           1   record.  I just wanted to make a final comment with



           2   regards to the comments you've heard tonight.  I'd like



           3   to indicate that I support the comments of the AEWC and



           4   the North Slope Borough.



           5             In regards to the comments of the



           6   environmental impact statement, the draft EIS, it means



           7   something to our community to be able to work together



           8   in providing these comments, and I hope they are



           9   meaningfully addressed in time.



          10             And, like I said, it's a short period, in my



          11   opinion.  That's what I shared.  Before January 9th,



          12   2012, we still have to go through this learning curve of



          13   what is really meant in the EIS and the changes that --



          14   new changes that occurred within the new organization



          15   and how -- how compliant are these industry operators



          16   going to be in terms of what we've seen in the past.  I



          17   hope to see those changes in a meaningful way.  Thank



          18   you.



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much.



          20             And you had your hand up over here?



          21             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Hi.  Leandra de Sousa,



          22   and I'm speaking for myself.  I had a question.  There's



          23   no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if



          24   you're going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.



          25   In the EIS you only mention the liquefied natural gas
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           1   facilities.



           2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.



           3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  So it's only mentioned



           4   for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's



           5   going to be implemented up here or not.  And my question



           6   is, what are the plans on that?



           7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't believe there are



           8   any plans at this time for LNG.



           9             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  And my other comment



          10   is, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing



          11   that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for



          12   more than half of the year here.  And it doesn't matter



          13   how much complete information that you -- that you would



          14   ever be able to get that for the open water season,



          15   you'll still have this whole black box that you don't



          16   know what's happening.



          17             That's a future risk in post development and



          18   the government and some cooperation has to be done to



          19   fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's



          20   possible, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russia,



          21   international effort, because it is the Arctic as a



          22   whole even though it's being explored on the United



          23   States waters.  So it's something that has to be looked



          24   and addressed at least saying there's -- it's a long,



          25   long time of the year that not much is going on
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           1   biologically.  Thank you.



           2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



           3             And over here?



           4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Once again, for the record,



           5   my name is Louisa Riley, R-i-l-e-y.



           6             One of the things I remember from the elders



           7   is if there's a problem, try to give some suggestions as



           8   to what might be a solution.  We have lots and lots and



           9   lots of wind, you know, all year round.  And then during



          10   the summer months, we have lots and lots of sunshine, 24



          11   hours a day.  We need to think about quit being the



          12   corporate oil tradition and to give more to wind or sun



          13   or both.  And I think that would solve a lot of our



          14   problems.  Thank you.



          15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Very good



          16   comments.  Thank you.



          17             Sir, your name for the record?



          18             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Geoff Carroll.  I think



          19   you've got the spelling.



          20             A couple things I forgot to mention.  The wind



          21   thing is one issue.  And, boy, this fall, I mean, it has



          22   just been one big winter storm after another.  I mean,



          23   we had the hurricane for a while and a week later we had



          24   another major winter storm and then another one.  Boy,



          25   they were big.  Maybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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           1   looks like there's big changes going on with the weather



           2   in that respect.  And I think it's just going to become



           3   more stormy up here.



           4             Another thing -- and this is something,



           5   actually, we talked about last year when you were



           6   here -- my son, Gunnar, came with me to the meeting and



           7   he had done a science fair project.  And one of the aces



           8   in the hole that the oil company always held up about



           9   oil spills is, well, if we can't get it any other way,



          10   we could burn it.  So as part of his experiment, we were



          11   checking to see how successful a person could be at



          12   burning oil in water.



          13             And basically we took a big measured amount



          14   of North -- we got our hands on some North Slope crude



          15   and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at



          16   room temperature.  And we had a blowtorch on it and best



          17   possible chance of burning it.  In ideal circumstances,



          18   you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there



          19   burnt.  There were still lots of black stuff in the



          20   water, but you could hold the torch right on and it



          21   wouldn't burn.  Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there



          22   was still lots of stuff in the water.



          23             So then we cooled the water down to just above



          24   zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing.  So then it



          25   was down to 17 percent of it burnt.  And then we mixed
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           1   ice and water in there and then it was down to



           2   13 percent.  So it's like -- you know, and that was



           3   pretty ideal conditions.  That wasn't when there was



           4   waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of



           5   things going on.  This was in a pan in a room.



           6             Again, I don't think we have any ability to



           7   deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we



           8   get a little better at that.  It's pretty scary to think



           9   about mucking around out there with exploration and



          10   drilling.  Thank you.



          11             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Sounds like Gunnar



          12   is a future BOEM scientist.



          13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't want to forget



          14   anybody on line.  Does anyone on line have a comment



          15   from any of the villages?



          16             Kaktovik?  Nuiqsut?  Point Hope?  Wainwright?



          17   Point Lay?  Aktuvuk (ph)?



          18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk.



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm still learning.  I'm



          20   still learning.



          21             Let me see if there's anybody else in the



          22   audience that would like to make another comment.



          23             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  I do.  One more.  Thank



          24   you.  Bill Tracey again.



          25             I want to speak a little bit on studies.  I've
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           1   got a problem with helicopters.  If you're doing a real



           2   study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we



           3   would do this by boat.  We would do this on foot.  We



           4   would camp in those areas, and we would capture the real



           5   animals as they naturally are.



           6             When you get industry or a contractor, a



           7   third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use



           8   helicopters or a fixed-wing airplane.  And what they're



           9   studying now is a scared animal, a scared whale.  They



          10   don't act the same.  So when you get information from



          11   these studies, you're not getting the real thing.  I



          12   just wanted to point that out.



          13             We've had -- one terrific study in the Point



          14   Lay area was red-throated loon conducted by folks at



          15   UAF.  It was a three-year grant.  They squeezed a fourth



          16   year in.  And I commend those folks because they did it



          17   all on foot.  They used a boat to get up the river and



          18   make a base camp.  And they studied these loons and they



          19   got the true bird, how it acts and lives up there.  And



          20   they found out just about everything they can about the



          21   loon.  We've had industry do studies up and down the



          22   lagoon, and of course it was in a helicopter.



          23             People talked about caribou tonight.  We had



          24   some pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the



          25   same time that there happened to be a coal mine study.
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           1   The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay



           2   where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and calving



           3   areas.  With all that noise of course from the



           4   helicopters there were no caribou for multiple years.



           5   That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess



           6   what?  The caribou is back.



           7             So when you read some of these studies, look



           8   at how they were conducted and then take that with a



           9   grain of salt.  Just something I wanted to pass on to



          10   you.  Thank you.



          11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very valuable.  Thank you



          12   very much for that.



          13             Anyone else?  We still have a few minutes



          14   here.



          15             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  I would like to add a



          16   written statement, which I will provide once I have



          17   access to a printer.  I might mail them in.  And this is



          18   on behalf of Pew Environment.



          19             Some of their views are -- let's see.  Four



          20   points here:  Honoring the community; input in values;



          21   risk to communities and subsistence way of life; a new



          22   approach by the Department of Interior, BOEM.



          23             And I'll start with the fact that there are



          24   already millions of acres based in the Beaufort and



          25   Chukchi Seas.  So millions of acres in the Chukchi and
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           1   Beaufort Sea have already been leased to the oil and gas



           2   industry.  There are still significant questions about



           3   whether or not exploration and development can move



           4   forward safely on the acreage that has already been



           5   sold.



           6             Until oil spill prevention and response and



           7   protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,



           8   there is no need to create additional conflict and



           9   uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new



          10   lease sales between 2012 and 2017.



          11             Oil spill cleanup.  The fact that there is no



          12   proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic



          13   conditions with cold temperatures, limited ability,



          14   broken sea ice, and high winds on top of the industrial



          15   activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,



          16   seismic activities, can impact bowhead, walrus, fish,



          17   and other subsistence resources, very importantly, the



          18   lack of information, the fact that there is little



          19   baseline science that exists to measure the effects of



          20   the spill on the Arctic ecosystem.



          21             And this is where I'd like to speak very



          22   personally, also on behalf of Pew once again.  The



          23   Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional



          24   foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq



          25   people for thousands of years.  The federal government
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           1   must more effectively listen and incorporate the



           2   communities' traditional knowledge and perspective.



           3             Over the years Arctic communities and Alaska



           4   Native organizations have asked MMS, BOEM, BOEMRE, to



           5   remove subsistence use areas from the Beaufort and



           6   Chukchi program area boundaries.  Many of these areas



           7   have not been removed from leasing in the past.  There



           8   is no reason to delay implementation of subsistence



           9   deferrals that are well established and that will not



          10   change during the next five years.



          11             Recognition of these critical hunting and



          12   fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 program plan will



          13   reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide



          14   greater certainty to all stakeholders.



          15             And I would also like to add again the



          16   importance of BOEM, the federal government, to ensure



          17   the perpetuation of values and culture for our future



          18   generations by -- through more education and awareness



          19   on these processes.  Thank you.



          20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.



          21             George, I understand . . .



          22             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Excuse me.  I forgot



          23   to -- this is George Edwardson.  I forgot to mention --



          24   can you hear me?



          25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
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           1             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yesterday afternoon



           2   before I started home I went to a meeting of the



           3   scientists of the federal government and the State of



           4   Alaska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the



           5   marine mammals.  And the topic was, you know, why are



           6   these seals dying off, why are the walruses in a



           7   situation they're in.



           8             There was NOAA, there was, you know, that



           9   NMFS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Alaska Fish and Game.  All



          10   the state and federal agencies were looking at what was



          11   going on with these seals and walrus, why was it



          12   happening like that.



          13             And finally when they came to the end, came to



          14   summarize, you know, just how much we know whether as a



          15   state or as a federal government, they couldn't even



          16   give you an estimate on how many different types of



          17   seals they were or where the seals went or why were



          18   walruses in that situation they're in.  They couldn't



          19   even come up with a number on ring seals, on spotted



          20   seals, on bearded seals, on walruses.  They couldn't



          21   even come up with a number to start with.



          22             And that is something scary, and here you're



          23   in the process of attempting to conduct a lease sale.



          24   How can you do that when you don't even know what's in



          25   the ocean?  It's putting a blind on and then going out
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           1   and going sword fighting.



           2             What are you going to do?  Let's get real.



           3   Sometimes this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop



           4   here.  We're practical people.  We're intelligent



           5   people.  We should all start acting like that.



           6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.



           7             Anyone else who would like to make some



           8   closing comments?  We have a few more minutes.  I don't



           9   want anyone to feel they were neglected.  Everything is



          10   important.



          11             Anyone in the villages on line that have



          12   anything to say?



          13             Okay.  I'm going to turn it over to Rosemary.



          14             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  It's important to



          15   recognize that there's important things to support.



          16   There was some really good comments that came out of the



          17   borough, on the Wildlife Department.  There was some



          18   really good comments that came out from Geoff.  I really



          19   appreciate Heather's comments; some of our elders,



          20   Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill.  His good



          21   comments in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.



          22             These are very important comments, and we've



          23   worked really hard on staying involved in this process,



          24   becoming educated in all the various things.  We have a



          25   lot vested in this process.  Our future generations are
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           1   depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray



           2   that a good decision comes.



           3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much



           4   for your comments, Rosemary.



           5             Anybody else have any comments before we end



           6   it?



           7             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Well, I just want



           8   to thank everyone for their comments and for



           9   participating.  A lot of the comments were -- I mean,



          10   how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the



          11   comments are really came through.  And I just can't tell



          12   you how much I appreciate and all of us here at BOEM



          13   appreciate you taking the time and sharing them with us.



          14             We've talked about -- we've had other meetings



          15   over the past week or so, and a lot of these same issues



          16   have been discussed in smaller settings.  This is a very



          17   sort of formal setting.  You know, you provide us



          18   comments and we listen.  And it's extremely useful, but



          19   I also found the smaller settings can be much more



          20   interactive and we can have sort of real human



          21   conversations to be useful as well.



          22             And so I appreciate you going through this



          23   formal process, but I don't want to leave you with the



          24   impression that this will be our only conversation or



          25   this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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           1             Again, we've proposed a program that would



           2   have any potential leasing far down the record.  Part of



           3   the reason why we did that is to build in time for these



           4   types of sessions, but also what I consider even more



           5   productive smaller group sessions.  And so my staff will



           6   be here for that purpose, to gather information, collect



           7   traditional knowledge, inform our decision-making.  And



           8   I will be on the North Slope again soon myself.



           9             So, again, thank you very much.  I really



          10   appreciate your time.  I really appreciate the



          11   thoughtfulness and the sincerity you brought to



          12   everything you said tonight.  So thank you.



          13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And with that, could we ask



          14   that someone give a closing blessing?



          15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I do that for a living, so I



          16   might as well.



          17             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  This is Point



          18   Lay.



          19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Go ahead, Point Lay.



          20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Our meeting was canceled due



          21   to our weather and there were other functions that night



          22   and we had canceled the meeting.  Would they be coming



          23   back to Point Lay for another village meeting?



          24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will see what we can do,



          25   Point Lay.  This is Jim Kendall.  It may be in person,
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           1   it may be a teleconference, but we're very sorry we



           2   didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely



           3   get your input.



           4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  All right.  Thank you.



           5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much



           6   for dialing in.



           7             (Blessing given.)



           8             (Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m.)
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  1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2             (Invocation given by Nellie Nanauq.)

  3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  This is Jim Kendall with the

  4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.

  5             Now I will ask, who is on line, please?

  6             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.

  7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Point Lay.

  8             Anybody else?

  9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Kaktovik.

 10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kaktovik.

 11             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Wainwright.

 12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We hear you, Wainwright.

 13   Thank you.

 14             Anybody else?

 15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.

 16             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Loud and clear.

 17             That's four.  Anyone else?

 18             Okay.  If anyone signs on later on, that's

 19   fine.

 20             My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm with the Bureau

 21   of Ocean Energy Management, and I'd like to introduce

 22   the very first director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy

 23   Management.  We're a new agency.  We have a very new

 24   director all the way from Washington, D.C., Director

 25   Tommy Beaudreau.
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  1             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thanks,

  2   Dr. Kendall.

  3             My name is Tommy Beaudreau.  I'm the first

  4   director of the new agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  5   Management.  As many of you know, following the oil

  6   spill in the Gulf of Mexico last summer, the Department

  7   of the Interior reorganized the former Minerals

  8   Management Service, MMS.

  9             The purpose for the reorganization was to

 10   divide up the functions of the former MMS so that each

 11   function could be performed better.  Under MMS you had

 12   resource management, environmental assessments, leasing

 13   and planning, as well as safety oversight, as well as

 14   revenue collection.

 15             And because the revenues/royalties related to

 16   offshore oil and gas activity were so large and so

 17   important to the country, a lot of the focus of the

 18   agency was on the revenue collections side and less

 19   focus, less management focus, less attention, was

 20   devoted to safety environmental studies.  The people did

 21   those jobs and worked very hard at them, but because of

 22   the demands and all of the other demands within the

 23   agency those functions didn't get enough attention,

 24   didn't get enough resources.

 25             And so following the spill, one of the reforms
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  1   that was implemented was to reorganize offshore oil and

  2   gas oversight.  And that involved establishing three new

  3   agencies:  The Office of Natural Resource Revenue, ONRR,

  4   which is responsible for revenue collection -- that has

  5   been moved to a separate part of the Interior

  6   Department -- and then as of October, the division

  7   between my agency, the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  8   Management, and the safety authority, the Bureau of

  9   Safety and Environmental Enforcement.

 10             And so I'm with BOEM.  I'm the first director

 11   of BOEM.  BOEM's responsibility is really as a science

 12   agency.  Our job is to do resource evaluations -- that

 13   involves geologists and geophysicists -- to help

 14   understand what resource potential exists offshore, to

 15   do environmental studies and environmental evaluation,

 16   to assess the impacts of oil and gas activity on the

 17   environment -- that includes biologists, marine mammal

 18   specialists, avian specialists, oceanographers -- and

 19   also we have social scientists concerned with

 20   archaeological, cultural, and economic issues.

 21             And so we're really a resource manager science

 22   organization and policy organization.  Our counterpart

 23   BSEE is a pure safety authority now.  Their

 24   responsibility is -- involves engineers who look at

 25   drilling plans, make sure that well designs are safe,
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  1   and the inspectors who go out and make sure that

  2   operations are being conducted safely.  And they also

  3   have responsibility for oil spill response planning and

  4   coordinating with the Coast Guard and other federal

  5   partners in connection with fulfilling that

  6   responsibility.  So that's broadly speaking what our

  7   agency does, what the reorganization was about.

  8             I want to thank you all very much for

  9   attending tonight.  It's a Friday night, it's in

 10   December, it's close to the holidays, I know everybody

 11   has other things that they could be doing, but I really

 12   appreciate you giving us the time to have this

 13   conversation and have this hearing about our next

 14   five-year plan, our proposed plan, for offshore oil and

 15   gas, which includes some plans with respect to the

 16   Beaufort and the Chukchi Seas.

 17             Really quick I'll give a brief overview of

 18   what we propose, particularly with respect to Alaska,

 19   and then Dr. Kendall will go into a little more detail

 20   up front.  But really the purpose of this meeting and

 21   what we want to have happen at this meeting is to

 22   receive input and comments from you.  That's really what

 23   it's all about and truly why we're so appreciative that

 24   you've taken the time to join us tonight.

 25             Our five-year plan, we're responsible under
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  1   the law, under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, to

  2   develop a five-year plan that lays out a schedule for

  3   potential oil and gas leasing offshore.  It's our

  4   responsibility under the law to do that.

  5             Whenever we schedule a sale under that plan,

  6   it's not set in stone.  It's a potential sale.  It's

  7   something that we've calendared, but the Secretary has

  8   the authority to either go forward with the sale or not

  9   go forward with the sale.

 10             With respect to Alaska, what is reflected in

 11   our draft proposed program is a new approach to offshore

 12   oil and gas leasing in the Arctic.  We have scheduled

 13   one potential sale in the Chukchi and one potential sale

 14   in the Beaufort.  And we've scheduled both of those

 15   sales late in the program; the Chukchi sale in 2016

 16   potentially and the Beaufort sale in 2015, again,

 17   potentially.

 18             The reason we did that is we want to build in

 19   time to, A, continue with scientific research, to

 20   inform, first of all, whether or not leasing should go

 21   forward; and secondly, how it should be structured.

 22   That includes making use of traditional knowledge and

 23   input from local communities.

 24             Two, as all of you in this room know, if

 25   activity is to go forward, if drilling is to go forward,
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  1   a lot of thought needs to be given to what sort of

  2   infrastructure needs to be in place to support that

  3   activity, including oil spill response.

  4             And then third, we really want to take a

  5   different approach now to the Arctic and to leasing in

  6   the Arctic.  In the past, essentially some deferral

  7   areas were set aside.  But other than that, the entire

  8   area in the Beaufort and the entire area in the Chukchi

  9   was made available to the companies to bid on.  That was

 10   the traditional model in the Gulf of Mexico, and it was

 11   essentially applied here in the Arctic.

 12             We have something very different in mind for

 13   the future.  What we would like is to have a much more

 14   narrowly tailored approach to leasing for the Arctic

 15   that is focused on, first, where the resource potential

 16   is, where oil and gas resources may reside; and then

 17   second, where the potential environmentally sensitive

 18   areas and where conflicting uses may exist, such as

 19   subsistence hunting and fishing.

 20             And so we want to design a program that

 21   essentially looks at where the resource is and then with

 22   forethought and consideration de-conflicts any potential

 23   lease sale to remove conflicts with environmentally

 24   sensitive areas and with alternative uses like

 25   subsistence, and to do that in advance so that any areas
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  1   offered for sales have been de-conflicted to the maximum

  2   extent possible.

  3             So that's what's in our proposed program in a

  4   nutshell.  We are looking forward to getting public

  5   input on that to help us define what any potential lease

  6   sale would look like in light of those principles I just

  7   articulated.

  8             So Dr. Kendall will now go through a little

  9   bit about our process.  We'll do it quickly.  I think we

 10   owe it to you to describe our process a little bit, but

 11   we don't want to take up too much time because, again,

 12   what the session tonight is really about is hearing

 13   input from you and not us talking.  So with that, I'll

 14   turn it over to Jim.

 15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Director

 16   Beaudreau.

 17             Again, my name is Jim Kendall.  Many of you

 18   recognize me.  I've been here before.  But last time I

 19   was here, I was in an acting capacity.  They sent me up

 20   from Washington and said, "Okay.  Go up there for two or

 21   three months and hold the fort down until we decide what

 22   to do."  Well, that was a long time ago and I guess they

 23   liked me and y'all liked me because now I'm here.  And

 24   it's great to be in Alaska and you'll see a lot more of

 25   me.
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  1             Before we go on, I want to introduce the rest

  2   of our team.  We've got Bonnie Robson here.  Bonnie.

  3   Now, Bonnie is from headquarters in the leasing division

  4   that is responsible for the proposed program.  She also

  5   was raised in Fairbanks, so she's an Alaska girl, so

  6   she's one of you.

  7             We've got Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our

  8   community liaison.  Many of you know Mike.  I depend on

  9   him to educate me on how to work with the communities

 10   and just do a good job.  So I'm very thankful to Mike.

 11             John Callahan.  John Callahan is from the

 12   Office of Public Affairs.  He makes sure that when we

 13   try to get something out to the communities, it's in a

 14   way that is acceptable, that we get the message out and

 15   that it's clear.

 16             Rob McWhorter.  Rob McWhorter works for

 17   another government agency called Argonne National Labs,

 18   a very prestigious organization that is helping us with

 19   the EIS, the environmental impact statement.  And I'll

 20   go into that.

 21             Janine Tobias.  Janine is from another agency

 22   that I'll mention very briefly, BSEE, Bureau of Safety

 23   and Environmental Enforcement.

 24             And last but not least, probably the second

 25   most important person in the room -- you're number one.
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  1   We're here to hear you tonight.  The second most

  2   important person in the room is Valerie.  Now, Valerie

  3   is our court reporter.  And we want to make sure that

  4   everything that you say, your feelings, what you

  5   believe, Valerie gets down.  So, please, when we get to

  6   the public comment part, please state your name, spell

  7   your name, and unlike me who talks too fast, let's talk

  8   slow enough that Valerie can get it.  And that would be

  9   great.

 10             So anyways, I'm going to go through a

 11   PowerPoint here very briefly.  We have been listening to

 12   the communities.  And sometimes when we do this, we

 13   either bring too many pieces of paper or not enough or

 14   not enough information to start the discussion.  So to

 15   try to level the playing field so we're all starting

 16   from the same place, let's take about ten minutes to

 17   walk you through why we're here, to build on what

 18   Director Beaudreau said.

 19             First of all, we're talking about all of these

 20   words, too many words.  Those are the official

 21   bureaucratic words.  The first thing we're talking about

 22   is the proposed program for 2012 to 2017.  "Proposed,"

 23   that's a keyword.  Along with the proposed program is a

 24   draft environmental impact statement, or a draft EIS.

 25   So what we're talking about tonight is a proposed
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  1   program, not final, and a draft EIS, not final.

  2             Next slide please.

  3             As Director Beaudreau said, we're from the

  4   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  That was the

  5   previous MMS that's broken up into three organizations;

  6   one organization that handled the money.  They moved out

  7   to another part of Interior; then the inspectors, the

  8   engineers, the people that are out there actually

  9   inspecting things that know the engineering.  They're in

 10   the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement.  And

 11   there's a new word there, "environmental enforcement."

 12   Not only do they inspect for the engineering and safety,

 13   but they're also making sure that the environmental

 14   mitigations that have been put in place and the

 15   environment laws and regulations are followed.  Very

 16   important.

 17             Then those of us that were responsible for

 18   doing the environmental reviews, doing the science,

 19   following the laws like the Marine Mammal Protection

 20   Act, we are in BOEM.  We manage the resource.  We're not

 21   worried about the money.  We're worried about the

 22   resource, working with the communities.  And the

 23   engineers in BSEE worry about safety and environmental

 24   compliance.

 25             Next slide.
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  1             I threw this up.  Again, too many words.  The

  2   OCS Lands Act.  And we've heard this in the past and I

  3   heard this today at another meeting, you've been -- you,

  4   people like us, have been coming up here for 30 years

  5   and people say the same thing.  I want to point out it's

  6   not that we don't believe what we heard over the last 30

  7   years, it's that the law requires us to be here.

  8             Before the Secretary can even propose a lease

  9   sale, it needs to be in a five-year plan.  Okay?  And a

 10   five-year plan is required every five years.  And so

 11   it's our responsibility to do a draft and a proposed and

 12   a final plan for the Secretary to sign off on.  But

 13   before you do that, the Outer Continental Shelf Lands

 14   Act requires that we come out and talk to the community

 15   so you know what's going on.

 16             So I know it's difficult, it's a Friday night,

 17   it's during the Christmas holidays, but you ought to

 18   feel a little bit good that the law says, okay, you

 19   people in D.C. and Anchorage, you go talk to the

 20   communities and see what they have to say.  They're

 21   important.  And so that's why we're here.

 22             Next slide, please.

 23             Where we are in the process.  And, in fact, I

 24   I'm going to walk up here a little bit so I can touch

 25   things.  We're at the very beginning of this five-year
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  1   plan for 2012 to 2017.  It's very broad.  Okay?  It's a

  2   broad document.

  3             Then would come a lease sale phase that

  4   Mr. Beaudreau touched on, that after we have a five-year

  5   plan, which is still not complete, then there may or may

  6   not be lease sales in it.  Well, if the Secretary

  7   decides those lease sales should proceed, then we have a

  8   process for public input.  We come back up here.  We

  9   talk to the communities.  You saw us last year, two

 10   years ago, three years ago.  This is what's going on.

 11   You need to know what's going on.  So that's why we come

 12   back.

 13             And then it proceeds through exploration,

 14   production, and decommissioning.  If any of this occurs,

 15   then it has to be returned to the way it was.

 16             Next slide, please.

 17             What is in this proposed plan right now?

 18   Well, right now there are six areas included; a little

 19   sliver in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, the Central Gulf

 20   of Mexico, the Western Gulf of Mexico, Cook Inlet, the

 21   Beaufort Sea, and the Chukchi, so six areas.

 22             If you've been following the process, a couple

 23   of years ago there was a draft proposed program that had

 24   more areas in it.  And as we start moving toward a

 25   final, and we're not there yet, areas disappear for one
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  1   reason or another and there's a lot of discussion that

  2   goes on.

  3             Next slide, please.

  4             So probably what we're really interested in

  5   tonight is the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi.  Now, I'm

  6   going to repeat some of the things that Director

  7   Beaudreau said because these are very important.  There

  8   is one sale planned -- planned -- for 2015 and one for

  9   the Chukchi for 2016.  Those have been intentionally

 10   been pushed toward the end of the program so there's

 11   more time for discussion, there's more time for more

 12   science, there's more time to look at infrastructure.

 13   All the things people are concerned with, we have got

 14   time to consider even if they end up in the plan.

 15             Also, at this stage -- earthquake -- there are

 16   some areas that have already been taken out of the plan.

 17   This red area here is a deferral, 25 miles.  Off of

 18   Barrow, there's a little area here and an area here off

 19   of Kaktovik.  It's already been decided that nothing

 20   should occur there.  There will be no lease sale there.

 21             But that's not the end, and this is where

 22   Director Beaudreau and his team have been putting

 23   together a new way of doing business.  We've been doing

 24   science for over 30 years, not only our agency, but

 25   NOAA, USGS -- sir?
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  1             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Why is it only 25

  2   miles?  If you do too much seismic explorations, you

  3   destroy -- you've already killed and destroyed two

  4   months of microscopic animals that the endangered

  5   species animals eat already during the seismic

  6   explorations.  And if you only have a 25-mile buffer and

  7   then you do another five years of seismic exploration,

  8   you're going to do so much damage to the diet for the

  9   endangered species animals, they won't have any places

 10   to go feed left.

 11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good question.

 12   This is not --

 13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  I would ask you to

 14   extend that to 200 miles.

 15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it's not written in

 16   stone yet.  So that's a good comment.  And we need your

 17   name.  Your name, sir?

 18             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Nuvuk

 19   Kunaq.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good.  See, that's what

 21   we're getting at.  This is the new way.  Right now,

 22   that's what it is in this proposed document.  Right now

 23   as we speak today and the weeks to come, we're taking

 24   these comments, we're taking the science that's been

 25   done, and we want to take in traditional knowledge --
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  1   sometimes I call it traditional science -- on what areas

  2   should also be red.

  3             As Director Beaudreau said, in the old days,

  4   these whole areas were offered up for lease.  That's not

  5   going to happen.  Right now we're looking at where are

  6   the whale migration routes, where are special

  7   subsistence hunting areas, where are fishing areas.

  8             And if we look at those areas and we look at

  9   where there's some oil and gas, we want to de-conflict

 10   areas, where are areas that maybe oil and gas could

 11   occur and not impact subsistence and the whale

 12   migrations and things and where should it not occur.

 13             So your question is right on and the last

 14   chapter is not written yet.  So you're right on.

 15             Next slide, please.

 16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me?

 17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Hello?

 18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me.  Hello?

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Hello.

 20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  For those of us that are in

 21   the villages, would you have the people come up to the

 22   mic, please, so we could hear their comments, too?

 23   Thank you.

 24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.  We're not

 25   really to the public comment period yet.  And when we
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  1   do, we will have a mic.  But the gentleman had a very

  2   good comment about the slide, so I didn't want to put

  3   him off until the comment period.  We're only going to

  4   have a few more minutes here.

  5             Next slide.

  6             Just so you know, also Cook Inlet is

  7   considered.  That would be an industry interest only

  8   sale, that if there is any substantial interest by

  9   industry to actually have a sale in there.  Then we

 10   would start the process within terms of the National

 11   Environment Policy Act, doing EISs, et cetera.  But

 12   we're not going to extend resources in an area where no

 13   one is interested in terms of industry, because those

 14   are resources we can devote to other areas where there

 15   may be interest.

 16             Next slide.

 17             This environmental impact statement I'm

 18   talking about, this book, this is it here.  It's not

 19   three copies of it.  It's one document.  One

 20   environmental impact statement, it's three volumes.

 21   It's huge.  Sorry about that, but there's a lot of

 22   people working on it.

 23             What is this all about?

 24             Slide.  Next.

 25             It's to disclose plans.  For transparency, we
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  1   want people to know what other people are talking about,

  2   what industry is talking about, what the government is

  3   talking about, what others are talking about.  So we

  4   want everybody to know what people are talking about.

  5             Next.

  6             It's also to involve the public.

  7   Congratulations, you are now part of the process.

  8             Next slide.

  9             To identify and evaluate alternatives.  There

 10   are some alternatives, I believe, over on that wall.

 11   Now, since this is a proposed document, nothing is

 12   written in stone, and things may go away.  It may be

 13   that as we move through the process -- we talked to

 14   people, we looked at the science, we considered

 15   traditional knowledge -- through all these areas, the

 16   areas where a lease sale might occur and the number of

 17   sales may change.  Okay?  So it's not finished.

 18             Next.

 19             To avoid negative effects.  That's right, sir,

 20   we don't want damage to the environment.  We don't want

 21   damage to the whales and the food chain, et cetera.

 22   That's part of the law.  So that is considered in this

 23   document.

 24             Next.

 25             And to unify environmental analysis.  We don't
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  1   want a cookie cutter.  There has to be a way of pulling

  2   all the science together and all the people that are

  3   doing the work.  For example, this document here, this

  4   massive document, it's not just us.  NOAA was a

  5   cooperating agency.  They helped with it.  The State of

  6   Alaska helped with it.  And last but not least, the

  7   North Slope Borough helped us with this document.

  8             So in terms of unifying environmental

  9   analysis, we want to make sure that anybody that has

 10   information or can contribute to the document has their

 11   say so we don't miss anything.  Because when Director

 12   Beaudreau sits down with the Secretary of the Interior,

 13   the ultimate decision-maker, they can lay the

 14   information out and show the Secretary what has been

 15   done, what has been discussed, and the decision can be

 16   made based on the best available science, information,

 17   and traditional knowledge, which is very important in

 18   the Arctic.

 19             Next slide, please.

 20             Some of the things that are in this

 21   document -- and you touched on it, sir -- was the effect

 22   of noise, seismic surveying, the noise that comes from

 23   drilling, service vessels.  If there was something that

 24   happened after a lease sale and there was some

 25   development and some exploration disturbances in terms
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  1   of pipeline or anchoring, air emissions, related coastal

  2   activities, where would a pipeline come ashore, these

  3   are things that have to be discussed up front and

  4   they're in this document.

  5             Next.

  6             And the list goes on.  Marine and coastal

  7   birds, fisheries, marine mammals, ecological resources,

  8   socioeconomics, subsistence.  They're in the document.

  9   We think it's a good document, but it's not perfect.  We

 10   want help with it.  So that's why it's out for review

 11   and for anybody to comment.  What did we miss?  Did we

 12   miss some citations?  Does traditional knowledge say

 13   something that we ought to have in this document?

 14   That's what this is all about.

 15             Next.

 16             Deepwater Horizon.  Director Beaudreau

 17   mentioned that on April 20th, 2010, there was a very bad

 18   accident in the Gulf of Mexico, a tragedy, 11 people

 19   died, a lot of oil in the water, 5 million barrels, a

 20   lot of pollution.  That cannot be allowed to happen

 21   again.

 22             So not only was our agency, the previous MMS,

 23   restructured, but there's been new laws and regulations,

 24   new things have been discussed.  For example, many of

 25   you, if not all, are aware that Shell wants to drill in
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  1   the Arctic.  Well, instead of waiting to build that

  2   capping containment system that they built in the Gulf

  3   while everybody was watching it on TV, no, they have to

  4   have one ready to go in the Arctic immediately.  So

  5   things like that are considered.  There has to be a

  6   third party verifying that a blowout preventer works.

  7   So there's been a lot of changes to make sure that

  8   tragedy doesn't happen again, and it's discussed in the

  9   document.

 10             Next.

 11             I'm about to end.  I've talked too much.  But

 12   to give you an idea of what this process is like -- hit

 13   the slide -- we started for this August of 2008 knowing

 14   that the current five-year plan ends in 2012 and a new

 15   one has to start.  We started this process in 2008 and

 16   there was a draft proposed program in January of 2009.

 17             Not so fast.

 18             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sorry.

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then from January 2009

 20   to March 2011, we collected more information.  So now

 21   you have the proposed program, not a final, and a draft

 22   EIS.

 23             Next.

 24             And from November through January 2012, we're

 25   collecting comments on this document so that we can make
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  1   it better so when Director Beaudreau sits down with the

  2   Secretary of the Interior, they have the best

  3   information, the best science, the best traditional

  4   knowledge, the best economic analysis, so a decision can

  5   be made that everybody knows how it was made.

  6             Next.

  7             And sometime next year, late next year, we

  8   will have a final program that may look very different

  9   from the one now in terms of the sizes of the areas.  It

 10   may shrink as other sensitive areas are identified.  And

 11   then we'll have a new and improved EIS.  And all that

 12   will go to the Secretary and to the Congress.  And

 13   that's what the law requires.  We're going to take

 14   advantage of this time to make sure it's the absolute

 15   best documents and plan we can come up with.

 16             Next.

 17             And then finally, last slide.  It's in the

 18   document, it's on the web site, we've got it hanging

 19   somewhere, you can go to our web site and look at the

 20   document and submit comments.  You can send comments to

 21   Mr. James Bennett.  You can take one of the discs.  And

 22   we've got a couple of copies of the big document that

 23   Rob has.

 24             So our goal here is for people to know what's

 25   being discussed and help us provide the decision-maker
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  1   with the best information to make the best decision for

  2   everybody.  So that's why we're here tonight.

  3             And you've probably heard too much of me

  4   speaking, but before we get right into the public

  5   comment period, I understand there are some

  6   representatives of the local area involved here.

  7             And, Emma, I know I asked you to give me a

  8   list, and you're on that last, but because we're in the

  9   North Slope Borough and this is your chambers, would you

 10   mind giving your opening comments and then introducing

 11   our next colleagues from the Alaska Eskimo Whaling

 12   Commission?

 13             MS. EMMA POKON:  Thank you.  Good evening.  My

 14   name is Emma Pokon, E-m-m-a P-o-k-o-n.  I'm an assistant

 15   attorney for the North Slope Borough.

 16             On behalf of the North Slope Borough, I wanted

 17   to say thank you for coming to Barrow.  Thank you for

 18   traveling around the North Slope and visiting the

 19   communities that would be affected by any activity

 20   offshore.  We think it's really important that the

 21   agency hears from community members, from the residents,

 22   and understands what their concerns are.  So thank you

 23   for making an effort to do that.

 24             Like many of our residents, the North Slope

 25   Borough is concerned about offshore development.  We met
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  1   earlier today.  We'll continue to be involved in the

  2   NEPA process as a cooperating agency and we'll submit

  3   formal written comments during the comment period.

  4             We're here because of the five-year plan, but

  5   I also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge

  6   encouragement that we received today, encouragement that

  7   our efforts are worthwhile, that the agency is

  8   listening, the agency is responsive to concerns that

  9   we've raised.

 10             Today there was a conditional approval of

 11   Shell's Chukchi Sea exploration plan.  But among the

 12   conditions on the approval was a requirement that Shell

 13   cease drilling into zones capable of flowing liquid

 14   hydrocarbons 38 days before the first anticipated date

 15   of ice encroachment, on September 24th.  This is an

 16   important step in the right direction, and so I wanted

 17   to take a moment to say thank you and also to

 18   acknowledge that we think that this signals that the

 19   agency is listening to the comments that the public

 20   offers at these meetings and work that the borough and

 21   other entities put into in reviewing these documents.

 22             So, again, thank you and welcome to Barrow.

 23             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 24             MS. EMMA POKON:  Johnny Aiken is the executive

 25   director of AEWC, and I believe he has a statement that
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  1   he wanted to make this evening.

  2             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Is it okay if I sit here?

  3             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yeah.  Absolutely.

  4             MR. JOHNNY AIKEN:  Thank you.  Good evening,

  5   Mr. Beaudreau, and good evening to your colleagues.  For

  6   the record, my name is Johnny Aiken, executive director

  7   of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.

  8             First of all, I would like to congratulate you

  9   on your new position and to welcome you to Barrow.

 10   First, let me say that we really appreciate you coming

 11   to our community to talk with us on some of the issues

 12   that are important to us.

 13             The work you are doing is very important

 14   because it can have a significant effect on all of us

 15   here on the North Slope.  We appreciate having this

 16   opportunity to talk to you about our concerns and our

 17   issues.  I also thank you for visiting with Harry Brower

 18   and I yesterday and being able to talk with us and your

 19   colleagues on a one-on-one basis.  I hope you have

 20   enjoyed your stay so far in Barrow.

 21             I want to start by making it very clear to you

 22   what AEWC's job is.  Our job is to protect the bowhead

 23   whale and its habitat, and the bowhead whale subsistence

 24   hunt especially.  That is why AEWC was formed and that

 25   is what everyone in our communities looks to us to do.
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  1             AEWC represents 11 villages from -- all the

  2   way down from the St. Lawrence Island to the Village of

  3   Kaktovik in the east.  We have tried not to get involved

  4   with supporting or opposing oil and gas development, and

  5   we have tried to stay focused on protecting the bowhead

  6   whale and its habitat.  And that is what AEWC has always

  7   done since we were first formed in 1977.

  8             In the last few years, we have been seeing a

  9   significant increase in offshore oil and gas activity.

 10   The last time we saw this much interest in offshore oil

 11   and gas exploration and development was in the 1980s,

 12   but that died down much to our relief all the way

 13   through the 1990s except for BP's work to develop

 14   Northstar.  It was pretty quiet, but there were still

 15   some offshore activity going on every year.

 16             In the 1980s, there were a lot of impacts to

 17   our hunters at the villages, especially in the Village

 18   of Kaktovik and Nuiqsut so that the AEWC and those

 19   hunters learned how to deal with those impacts.  Our

 20   federal government did not help us very much so we

 21   learned how to work closely and directly with the

 22   industry to develop mitigation measures to keep their

 23   work from interfering with our hunt.  This is the way we

 24   do things.

 25             Where we live up here, it's pretty remote, as
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  1   you may have seen these past few days.  Not as remote as

  2   it used to be, but still pretty remote.  If we don't

  3   find ways to do things for ourselves, they don't get

  4   done and we will not have survived up here for all this

  5   time.

  6             The AEWC developed the Conflict Avoidance

  7   Agreement by working every year with the offshore

  8   operators who were coming up here.  Every year we have

  9   had to learn about their operations and observe their

 10   impacts to our whales and our hunting.  And we had to

 11   develop mitigation measures that would work for our

 12   whalers and also the industry.

 13             This hasn't always been easy and sometimes we

 14   don't see things in the same way and end up in serious

 15   disagreements, but we just keep doing this because they

 16   want to develop in our ocean where we conduct our

 17   whaling.

 18             We have had to figure out how to share that

 19   area with the industry and to make sure that the habitat

 20   out there stays healthy for the whales so that we can

 21   keep hunting them.  The Conflict Avoidance Agreement is

 22   the best tool we have for making all of this work.  And

 23   the industry has been able to get a lot done under the

 24   Conflict Avoidance Agreement while the whalers are

 25   assured that there will be no interference with the
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  1   hunt.

  2             There's been a lot of exploration in the

  3   Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea, and there has been

  4   quite a bit of development at Northstar and at the

  5   Beaufort Sea units owned by Pioneer, Eni, and

  6   ExxonMobil.  We've worked with all these companies on

  7   their development under the CAA, and we've worked with a

  8   lot more exploration activities in both the Beaufort and

  9   the Chukchi Seas.

 10             Sometimes it takes a while for companies to

 11   learn how to work with us.  It took Shell a long time

 12   these past few years, but now they seem to be getting it

 13   and they're becoming a pretty good neighbor for us.  But

 14   still we have some problems with some of the other oil

 15   companies like ConocoPhillips and Statoil.  They don't

 16   want to sign a CAA.  Instead, they want to use the Plan

 17   of Cooperation.

 18             It's my understanding that they get the idea

 19   for the Plan of Cooperation from language in the

 20   National Marine Fisheries Service regulations.  It's

 21   also my understanding that the POC language in those

 22   regulations were put in there to get the companies to

 23   work with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and our

 24   whaling captains on the CAA.  When that language got put

 25   in there, the federal government was recognizing that
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  1   our CAA is a good approach to helping the industry get

  2   along with the subsistence hunters up here in the

  3   Arctic.

  4             The government wanted the companies to keep

  5   working with us to negotiate mitigation measures that

  6   allow us to share the water.  And the federal government

  7   was recognizing that the best people to develop those

  8   mitigation measures are the ones that actually use the

  9   ocean.  That means the hunters and the operators.

 10             But now we have these companies that use the

 11   Plan of Cooperation just to go to our villages and tell

 12   people what they're going to do without trying to work

 13   out these mitigation measures.  They show up and get

 14   people to sign for door prizes and then just hand out

 15   information and then leave.  They are using the POC as a

 16   backdoor to the CAA, and that is not what it was meant

 17   to do.  We are very disappointed with this.

 18             We suspect that the oil companies are telling

 19   the federal government that they have worked with the

 20   villages when they give you their reports in regards to

 21   the Plan of Cooperations, the POCs.  The POC is not an

 22   agreement between the villages and the oil industry.  It

 23   really doesn't mean anything to the whaling captains up

 24   here.

 25             This is not a helpful way to go, and we need
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  1   your agency and the NMFS to help us push them, come to

  2   the table, and sign the CAA.  The CAA is the best way

  3   for all, the oil industry and the whalers, to get along

  4   and get some work done.  It's been working since 1985

  5   when the CAA was first negotiated and still working.  I

  6   think that says a lot because in the beginning we did

  7   not get along, and I thought both Shell and AEWC would

  8   never be able to work together on these issues.

  9             We also have developed an Oil Spill Mitigation

 10   Agreement for drilling activities.  We first worked this

 11   out with BP for the Northstar project.  With BP it's

 12   called the Good Neighbor Policy.  But with the other

 13   companies, we have started calling it the Oil Spill

 14   Mitigation Agreement because people have begun to use

 15   the title of Good Neighbor Policy to mean other things

 16   besides the oil spill mitigation.

 17             With this agreement, we have an insurance

 18   policy to support our hunters so that we can go to other

 19   areas to hunt if our resources are not available in

 20   traditional hunting areas.  I certainly hope that we

 21   will never need to use this, but it is very important to

 22   have in there in case something happened.

 23             The other thing we need to work on with you is

 24   making sure we have the deferral areas removed.  I know

 25   that Nuiqsut has already told you that they need a
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  1   deferral area east off Cross Island, and I'm sure that

  2   AEWC is going to support them on that.

  3             I don't know for sure how the other villages

  4   feel about the deferral areas we have now at Kaktovik

  5   and Barrow or if other villages want deferral areas, but

  6   we will have our whaling convention in February and we

  7   can ask the villages at that time if they want any input

  8   on this issue.  I would like to be able to get back with

  9   you with that information after we have talked with them

 10   in February.

 11             We need the -- we also need the federal

 12   government to keep supporting good research up here.  We

 13   need the right kind of research on cumulative impacts,

 14   because we have to be concerned about keeping our

 15   ecosystem healthy.

 16             So we would like to be able to work with you

 17   on all these issues, and I hope you will take our

 18   concerns seriously.  I stress very strongly, though,

 19   that we need your help on the CAA because we regard it

 20   as the best and only tool that our community depends on.

 21             AEWC will be submitting formal comments to

 22   your agency when the time comes.  And, again, thank you

 23   for visiting with us and I would like to wish all of you

 24   a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Johnny.
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  1             Before we go into the general comments, I'd

  2   like to see if there are elders in this audience as well

  3   as in the villages that are on line to offer testimony

  4   and comment first.

  5             So, Johnny, could you help me?  Is there

  6   anyone in the audience, an elder, that would like to

  7   comment?

  8             We're still on line, folks, in the villages.

  9   We're just having a little side discussion here.

 10             MS. NELLIE NANAUQ:  (Speaking in Inupiat.)

 11             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Did you guys need a

 12   translation?

 13             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Yes, please.

 14             DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be wonderful.

 15             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Now you know what we've

 16   been through.  To give you a little bit of an example,

 17   that's what happened to us.  You know, to give you some

 18   example, I was a nine-year-old girl and went through the

 19   same experience being in a boarding school.

 20             I didn't realize I was going to translate

 21   her -- by the way, my name is Louisa Riley.  She

 22   explained -- I mean, she told you her Inupiaq name and

 23   also that she's lived all her life and knows all the

 24   traditional knowledge about -- and we do have people

 25   that live here that has those knowledges.  And to use
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  1   them as getting all the information, that is very

  2   important.

  3             You know, I've heard a lot of our elders.  I

  4   myself is an elder in training.  I'm a very young elder

  5   in training.  And that's how we learn, from our elders.

  6   And so it is an honor for me to translate what she

  7   said -- and I wish I had thought of it, but she said

  8   that we do have a lot of people that knows the

  9   knowledge.  We do have people that work with the Inupiaq

 10   people.  You know, we are the Inupiaq people up here.

 11   We are the original people up here.

 12             So there are some workers that are here -- I'm

 13   glad to have met you, too, so I could identify who you

 14   are, because there's always -- so much changes.

 15             But the other is, you know, seasonal.  You

 16   know, she was talking about the seasonal changes in the

 17   ocean and to have that knowledge from people that know

 18   that.  So that's what I have on here.

 19             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Thank you.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank

 21   you.  And her comments have been recorded so we can get

 22   further translations later.  So thank you.

 23             Are there any other elders in the chamber

 24   before I go to the villages for elders?

 25             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  My
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  1   nickname is Johnnie Brower.  My Inupiaq name is Nuvuk

  2   Kunaq.  There are two things that I don't like about

  3   this meeting.  First, the rules and regulations within

  4   the State of Alaska boundary.  Second, the federal

  5   sector for the federally recognized tribes.

  6             I'm more in favor of the rules and regulations

  7   that would be imposed on these matters by the federally

  8   recognized tribal sectors because they have ability to

  9   put things up the way I would like to see them.  The

 10   North Slope Borough has a State boundary limit, which is

 11   okay for land-based people living on land.

 12             One of the bigger concerns that I have that

 13   I'm not too fond of is after the seismic explorations

 14   took place for a couple of months -- you know what a

 15   black tide is compared to a blue tide and a red tide?

 16   The black tide is the dead matter of all -- all

 17   microscopic animals that our endangered species animals

 18   eat.  It's a combined mixture of the -- when it's

 19   already dead, it collects and mingles with the algae and

 20   other microscopic animals and it becomes larger and

 21   larger.  And these were reported as black sheens and

 22   black tides in our Arctic waters.

 23             And when this kind of thing gets into areas

 24   where seals, walruses, and other animals flourish and

 25   eat and migrate to and travel from, these kind of
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  1   things, you don't have -- budget money to explain to

  2   people.  You have to have the seismic exploration, and

  3   you're playing games in the polar Arctic waters.

  4             And if you do too much destructive damages on

  5   the life cycle in the polar Arctic, then you're reducing

  6   the fresh food that supplies the different areas of

  7   different countries from our polar Arctic region, not

  8   just for our Alaska region.  And that's one part that

  9   people don't understand very good.

 10             I -- as an Inupiaq person, I am not in love

 11   with watching my own future generations going to end up

 12   having to see some of the things that we are seeing.

 13   It's not going to happen at the moment, but it's

 14   developing slowly where it will become a long-term

 15   effect.  Just exactly the same way -- before I went to

 16   school in Oregon, before oil was discovered in Prudhoe

 17   Bay, I was able to run around the North Slope country on

 18   a dog team moving reindeer near here with friends and

 19   relatives.  I can't even do that.

 20             The places where I hunt and fish in Prudhoe

 21   Bay got covered up with buildings and roads and stuff

 22   like that.  Fifteen years ago I went over there to do

 23   some hunting, and the security said that I don't belong

 24   there.  I'm Inupiaq in my own Inupiaq country and they

 25   tell me that I don't belong there.
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  1             The concept of the Inupiaq country that I'm

  2   talking about is altogether a separate entity that's not

  3   with the United States nor the Russians.  My ancestors

  4   going back 12,500 years ago -- do you know where the

  5   Arctic Ocean coastal line was 12,500 years ago?  Does

  6   anybody in Washington, D.C., who imposes all these

  7   things, know these things and how much my people's

  8   ancestors -- my ancestors and my people on how far their

  9   history and language goes back in time?

 10             I am really appalled in the way -- how some of

 11   these things have been conducted since the oil was

 12   discovered in Prudhoe Bay to present, by means I -- I'm

 13   not trying to put down or hurt anybody, but it has

 14   devastated me, my people, my culture, our way of life,

 15   and we're still trying to explain that we would like to

 16   keep our way of life and our culture and our food

 17   sources in a healthy condition so we can live healthy in

 18   our future generations to come so that they may live a

 19   healthy lifestyle so we don't have to bow down to people

 20   and say, "We need this, we need that."

 21             I would more or less like to see something

 22   that Bill Clinton introduced to our country saying thank

 23   you to the Native American society in North America in

 24   the Lower 48, thank you for allowing us to be a country

 25   over yours.  And one of these days I'd like to see the
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  1   Native society say, "Okay, United States, time is time,

  2   enough is enough, you've done too much."

  3             I think it's about time you need to pay rent.

  4   Your lease or your amount of time that you have occupied

  5   my Native country, you need to pay money so we could get

  6   some revenues into our account that our families really

  7   need really bad.  Thank you.

  8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  Thank

  9   you for your comments.

 10             Any other elders that would like to speak

 11   before I ask for elders in the region -- in the other

 12   villages?

 13             Okay.  With that, Kaktovik, I believe you're

 14   on the line.  Are there any elders that would like to

 15   speak before I get to public comments?

 16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.  There's none here in

 17   Kaktovik.

 18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 19             I guess Nuiqsut is on the line.  Any elders in

 20   Nuiqsut that would like to speak first, please?

 21             Wainwright?  Are there any elders in

 22   Wainwright that would like to speak?

 23             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  No elders

 24   here.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you.
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  1             And there was one other village that I missed.

  2             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Point Lay.

  3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay.  Point Lay?

  4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here at this time.

  5   Thank you.

  6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anaktuvuk Pass, I understand

  7   you're on the line.  Any elders that would like to speak

  8   first?

  9             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  There's none here at this

 10   time.  Thanks.

 11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 12             And before we move to the general public, an

 13   elder just walked in.

 14             George, I'll let you write.  I don't want to

 15   miss you.

 16             George Edwardson just walked in.  And before

 17   we open it, I would like George to finish signing in and

 18   see if he has any comments, because I know he knows what

 19   we're here for.

 20             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Could you tell me what

 21   it's about?

 22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  We're

 23   here to discuss the next five-year plan from 2012 to

 24   2017.

 25             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.
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  1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And I know you're one of the

  2   very knowledgeable elders here, and I hate to put you on

  3   the spot, but I know you're busy.

  4             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've got me on

  5   the spot.

  6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I've got you on the spot.

  7             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  This is the

  8   EIS -- right --

  9             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Correct.

 10             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  -- for the five-year

 11   plan?

 12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Five-year plan that's a

 13   draft.

 14             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  And some of the limits

 15   on the gray water, or the polluted water, to be dumped

 16   in the water has already been increased so you could do

 17   more dumping in the ocean; is that right?

 18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  I don't think so, no.

 19             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  It hasn't passed yet?

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.

 21             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  You've always

 22   known how I thought and felt about you, the federal

 23   government, attempting to go out in the Arctic Ocean.

 24   That ocean is what feeds us and keeps us, you know,

 25   healthy with the harvest we get from the marine mammals

00041

  1   in the ocean.

  2             And the industry talks about how safe they can

  3   operate now.  The safety of that operation they do, they

  4   talk about oil boomers they could use, which don't work

  5   when the current gets over three knots because the oil

  6   starts to go over it and under it.

  7             And when you look at vessels and ice

  8   conditions, the United States had two icebreakers.  One

  9   is broken down for more than a year and the one that was

 10   working went to the North Pole and had to be sent parts

 11   in order so it could come back.  That is not a, you

 12   know, very safe backup for attempting to go out in the

 13   ocean.

 14             And you understand the ocean's going around in

 15   a circle around the Arctic Ocean?  A big piece of ice

 16   sits out here in the front, ten years later it comes

 17   back again, and the water that takes that piece of ice

 18   around and how cold temperatures are.  In the warm

 19   waters when oil goes into the ocean, it breaks itself

 20   apart and the lighter ends disappear and makes it a

 21   little safer, but in the Arctic it doesn't.

 22             And just to give you an example, in 1942 when

 23   they were building new lines 50 miles to the east of

 24   here, a Liberty ship ran aground.  And in order to save

 25   it, they had to dump the bunker oil into the ocean in

00042

  1   order to float it to save it.  And they did save the

  2   boat.  But every time a storm hits that high water mark,

  3   it puts that bunker oil back in the ocean again -- in

  4   the inlet and then it starts killing all over again.

  5   This is over -- pretty close 70 years ago now.  Still is

  6   toxic.

  7             And it is a scary thing you do when you sit

  8   down and come up with a five-year plan to go offshore.

  9   And as a people, we have been telling you over and over

 10   all these years, no, no, but nobody can seem to hear.

 11   We must not be speaking the same language.

 12             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.

 13             Now we're going to open it up for general

 14   public comments.  How about if we start with the very

 15   back row?  Would anyone in the very back row like to

 16   make a comment?

 17             And your name, please?

 18             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  My name is Bill Tracey,

 19   and I don't care how you spell it.

 20             I came here tonight -- I guess I've said this

 21   before -- on behalf of all the sea animals and mammals

 22   that can't be here tonight.  I've had the distinct

 23   privilege of spending entire weekends and months with

 24   walruses that have hauled out onto the shores of Point

 25   Lay.  You showed a slide earlier and it showed a red
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  1   buffer zone of 25 miles up from Point Lay to Wainwright.

  2   We appreciate that.  The walruses appreciate that.  But

  3   it's really not enough.

  4             These animals are hauling out because there

  5   isn't any more ice nearby that they can rest on, where

  6   they can leave their juveniles and go forage for food.

  7   They find themselves making their way to land and

  8   spending one month, and it's working towards two months

  9   now, of every year looking for a place to rest.

 10             These animals, when they beach themselves,

 11   they're so tired they can't even get out of the surf.

 12   They're sick.  We're finding sores all over these

 13   walruses, all over the seals, along with the belugas.

 14             Point Lay is another area where belugas really

 15   like to conjugate.  There's a lagoon system there.  This

 16   lagoon system is about 100 miles long.  It's pretty

 17   unique.  It's got more water fowl and sea mammals than

 18   anywhere else in the world.  They spend their summers

 19   there.

 20             These areas are very sensitive, along with

 21   thousands of other sensitive areas along the Chukchi Sea

 22   and up towards Barrow and all the way to Kaktovik.  All

 23   these shorelines are used.  So in order to get to these

 24   shorelines, of course these animals are using the deeper

 25   waters to make their way north to south and back.
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  1             I had lunch with 20,000 walruses.  I got to

  2   watch them, like I was telling you, for hours and hours

  3   and days and days.  My wife and I.  My wife is on line

  4   from Point Lay right now.

  5             We found ways to get close to them.  We

  6   observed them.  We photographed them.  We shared those

  7   photographs so that other people wouldn't have to make

  8   their way there and disturb them and probably cause some

  9   sort of stampede.

 10             We were finding hundreds of dead walruses,

 11   mostly juveniles.  Their population in the next couple

 12   of years is going to be very sad because so many

 13   juveniles have died because they're on land.  I guess

 14   this summer the closest ice to the walruses was over

 15   700 miles away.  There was no way that they could use

 16   that ice.  I mentioned that we noticed that these

 17   animals were getting sick, there were sores.  Scores of

 18   them were dead.

 19             And I want to mention something about the

 20   belugas, too.  Point Lay hunters have been harvesting

 21   belugas for as long as I've been there, and I have only

 22   been there since 1973.  Point Lay's history goes way

 23   back, and belugas was one of the mainstays there.

 24             This year, the animals seem to be a different

 25   group.  And that's kind of strange and unusual because

00045

  1   the belugas that they were normally seeing were much

  2   larger.  This is a group of -- a pod of belugas that

  3   were mature but smaller.  So we're not sure where this

  4   group actually came from.

  5             A lot of strange things happened.  That

  6   barrier island that makes the Kasegaluk Lagoon is losing

  7   ground.  The erosion is tremendous.  The shorelines are

  8   falling into the sea.  I really hate to see, you know,

  9   what's going to happen once we lose that Kasegaluk

 10   Lagoon.  And I think we will lose it.  We've already had

 11   a couple of homes fall into the ocean because of the

 12   erosion.

 13             But back to the animals.  Where some of the

 14   present lease sales have already been purchased, it's

 15   just 90, not quite 100, miles west of Point Lay where

 16   the walruses are hauling out.  We believe that the

 17   walruses are going out that far and foraging.  They like

 18   to hit that Hanna Shoal area.  It's very shallow and

 19   rich in nutrients for these animals.

 20             If they're making it out that far and we're

 21   allowing drilling muds and that sort of thing to be

 22   dumped -- is that a good word? -- deposited on the sea

 23   floor, I'm afraid that that's an alien material that's

 24   going to do damage to these animals.  If not to them

 25   directly, indirectly through microorganisms that they're
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  1   feeding on.  I don't know how much study has gone into

  2   that.

  3             We heard a little bit earlier about the black

  4   tide.  I like that term.  And one thought that I had was

  5   the sea ice that's melting has held these microorganisms

  6   and algaes for thousands of years and now that the ice

  7   is melting and receding, this stuff is being released

  8   and it's making its way to our shorelines.  It's making

  9   its way into the stomachs of these animals.  I could be

 10   wrong, but prove me wrong.  Really.

 11             There's just so much going on up here that I

 12   really don't think it's time that we jump to any

 13   conclusions that we're ready to drill.  Maybe we are;

 14   maybe we aren't.  But when there's always that question,

 15   you want to err on the good side.

 16             I think we need some more science up here, and

 17   I think we need to really watch what these animals are

 18   doing.  They're crying for help.  There's just so much

 19   activity up here, so much is going on.  Just in the 40

 20   years that I've been here, it's like day and night.

 21   Prudhoe Bay is a city now, if you will, and they're

 22   proposing more roads.

 23             The oceans here are becoming ice free.  Those

 24   are the new highways.  We're going to have more traffic

 25   up here.  Are we ready for it?  No.  We can't help
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  1   traffic in need out there.  We don't have the

  2   icebreakers.  We don't have the ships.  We don't have

  3   the Coast Guard up here.  We don't have deep water.  If

  4   a ship, if a vessel is in trouble, one of the options is

  5   to beach that ship because we don't have the deep water

  6   ports here.

  7             I can go on and on.  There's just so much

  8   going on up here, and it's happening so fast that I

  9   think we need to slow down and, you know, count our

 10   blessings really.  So far so good.  We haven't had any

 11   major incidents.  We don't want any major incidents.  We

 12   want everybody to do their best.  We want technology to

 13   catch up.  We're not asking for a whole lot.

 14             Mr. Brower stated that -- and others that the

 15   ocean is our garden.  All our food, a majority of our

 16   food, is coming from the ocean.  If that were to change,

 17   how do we deal with that?  We don't do well living on

 18   hotdogs.  The whale is part of this heritage, this

 19   culture, along with all the other animals.

 20             And respect is why everybody is still here,

 21   why things work here.  They respect the land.  They

 22   respect the ocean.  They respect the animals.  They

 23   respect each other.  And we would like to respect

 24   everybody that comes here and says that they're here to

 25   listen to us, to work with us.
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  1             And with that, I'd like to thank you folks for

  2   coming and doing just that.  You're listening to us,

  3   you're recording us -- boy, she's good with those hands.

  4   So thank you.  Thanks for this opportunity to speak.

  5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your

  6   comments.  Thank you.

  7             Anybody else in the back row, because I'm

  8   going to move it to the second row now.

  9             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  Sure.  I'm ready now.

 10   You caught me off guard last time.

 11             Hi.  Good evening.  Qaiyaan Su'esu'e for the

 12   record, Q-a-i-y-a-a-n S-u-e-s-u-e.

 13             Good evening, teleconference land, from

 14   Utqiagvik.  It's good to be home.

 15             I want to, first of all, thank BOEM folks for

 16   being here.  As you know, it's been quite a journey the

 17   past couple weeks traveling with BOEM and getting the

 18   chance to attend various public hearings and hear

 19   comments from other villages and other regions as well.

 20             Along the road I have always liked to provide

 21   my own comment on behalf of my subsistence way of life,

 22   my upbringing, and what I have a feeling most of my

 23   peers and fellow Inupiaq have the same feeling as, which

 24   is, first of all, before this next five-year plan goes

 25   more through the process, it is very critical that we do
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  1   look very closely at the risks involved, which, again,

  2   are the fact that there is very little proven cleanup

  3   methodology.  There's very little baseline science yet.

  4   There's very limited infrastructure that we have to work

  5   with.  Those are some main obvious things that need to

  6   be taken into consideration.

  7             Also, I -- with the news today hearing that

  8   BOEM conditionally approved the 2012 Shell activity, it

  9   really is good to know that our public comments and

 10   concerns of our tribal governments and organizations are

 11   being heard.  And it gives me hope that with the new

 12   BOEM administration -- it gives the public hope that

 13   we're -- our voices are heard.  So thank you for this

 14   opportunity to publicly comment.

 15             Some of the things that I've noticed

 16   throughout attending different hearings -- and I would

 17   like to pass this message along from folks in the

 18   villages who have brought me to the side and asked me

 19   over and over, "Who are they now?  Which group is this?

 20   What are they doing here?"  I think some of the most

 21   beneficial things to improve the process, at least with

 22   the -- in going through the EIS, the public comment

 23   period and whatnot, is to make sure that we as the

 24   public are better educated in what meetings we will be

 25   attending.

00050

  1             I noticed coming back to Barrow and asking,

  2   you know, folks, "Hey, are you coming to the meeting?"

  3             "What meeting?"

  4             So I think more public awareness and maybe

  5   perhaps an educator from BOEM rather than sending

  6   individuals trying to scramble and figure out, who are

  7   they now, what are they here for, what process, what

  8   step are we in.  It would be beneficial to spend the

  9   time and effort to have more outreach to the communities

 10   on what exactly is being proposed here, what exact kind

 11   of meeting we're in today.

 12             And I think that's about it for now.  That's

 13   all I can think of.  I have spoken so much I just have

 14   run out of words.  But I'm just really glad to be home,

 15   and welcome you here.  It's so good to hear AEWC

 16   comments and from our elders.  And what I can say as a

 17   young person is, I was born and raised as well to listen

 18   to our elders.  Federal government or a young adult,

 19   listen to our elders.  Thank you.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 21             And I believe, gentleman, you had your hand up

 22   in row two?  Your name please?

 23             MR. DUKE MORROW:  Good evening.  Hi.  Duke

 24   Morrow.  I just have a question about process.  We're

 25   sitting here tonight -- I'd like to congratulate all the
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  1   people from BOEM for being here and the efforts they're

  2   putting in to educate us on this five-year plan.  But,

  3   in fact, BOEM is here because of a political reality due

  4   to an oil spill last year.  Had that not happened, we

  5   would be talking to different people under different

  6   circumstances.  So what happens next year when there's a

  7   change in the political realities?

  8             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  So you're

  9   absolutely right.  If there wasn't an oil spill, one

 10   person who wouldn't be here would be me.  The whole

 11   reason I came to the Interior Department was because my

 12   partner, Mike Bromwich, and I were asked by the

 13   President and Secretary Salazar to join the Interior

 14   Department to implement these reforms.

 15             And the changes we made to offshore oil and

 16   gas oversight in terms of the structure of BOEM, the

 17   structure at BSEE, are meant to be lasting changes.  Let

 18   me give you one example:  Lasting changes that won't

 19   sort of ebb and flow with change in politics and

 20   whichever party is in power and that sort of thing.

 21             And I'll give you one example.  One of the

 22   most fundamental structural changes we made within BOEM

 23   was the appointment of a chief environmental officer, a

 24   lead scientist who is -- and the first one is Dr. Alan

 25   Thornhill -- a lead scientist who is responsible for
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  1   overseeing all of our scientific programs, is on par

  2   with the officials responsible for the leasing program,

  3   has an equal say in the five-year program and any

  4   potential lease sale with the folks who organize and

  5   plan the sale in order to provide and make sure that --

  6   provide a voice for environmental science and make sure

  7   that we're striking the appropriate balances.

  8             We made that person a career official, and so

  9   he -- or in the future maybe she -- is embedded, his

 10   career, his professional -- there's continuity across

 11   administrations and by our design, we hope, isn't

 12   affected by the politics at the moment.

 13             One of the -- when we were speaking with the

 14   borough earlier today, one of our tasks early on is to

 15   establish BOEM's reputation; what is BOEM, what are we

 16   known for, how do we want people to think of us?  And it

 17   is fundamentally as a scientific organization;

 18   geologists, geophysicists, biologists, marine mammal

 19   specialists, archeologists, cultural scientists,

 20   anthropologists.  But the common theme there is our

 21   decision-making has to be grounded in the data, in the

 22   science.

 23             I get asked by politicians, I get asked by

 24   reporters, "Gee, you know, aren't you guys in a bad

 25   spot?  You've got the environmentalists on one hand who,
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  1   you know, don't want to see leasing, you've got

  2   politicians on the other hand who think you're not doing

  3   enough, how do you navigate it, how do you decide what's

  4   right?"  And my answer is, the only way is science.  The

  5   only way is relying on the data, relying on the

  6   information, allowing that to shape your

  7   decision-making.

  8             That's how we arrived at -- frankly, that's

  9   how we arrived at the decision with respect to limiting

 10   the drilling season for Shell's Chukchi exploration

 11   plan.  It was based on our assessment of the data, how

 12   long it would take to mount a relief well operation,

 13   open water spill response, the time it would take to cap

 14   and contain that well.  And so it wasn't political, it

 15   wasn't influenced one way or the other by what

 16   politicians thought we ought to do, it was our career

 17   staff, our professionals, providing input and shaping

 18   the decision.

 19             And that's the institution we want to build.

 20   And if we do that and if we do our jobs right, it will

 21   be lasting and it won't be subject to ebbs and flows

 22   depending on who's in office.  But that's what we have

 23   in mind.

 24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We're still back

 25   on the second row there.  Anybody want to speak?
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  1             MS. DALLAS-LEE BROWER:  I'm Dallas-Lee Brower.

  2   And to piggyback on what you were just saying, we hope

  3   that you will include in your science the traditional

  4   whalers, the traditional ways, with respect because so

  5   often we have observed that the scientists because of

  6   their training and because of their degrees have put

  7   themselves high and above the people here and throughout

  8   Alaska who have great knowledge, and so I wanted to make

  9   a strong point about that.  Thank you.

 10             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I am

 11   the new regional director for Alaska.  I'm a trained

 12   scientist, Ph.D. in oceanography, and you are 100

 13   percent right.  On my watch, traditional knowledge will

 14   be treated with respect and the people that do science

 15   from my organization will do so, period.  It's very

 16   important.  So thank you for your comments.

 17             Anybody else in -- okay.  Sorry.

 18             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Good evening.  Harry

 19   Brower, resident of Barrow.  Born and raised here in

 20   Barrow itself.  I have shared with you my different

 21   capacities I've held in Barrow in meetings we've had

 22   here.  I'm currently the chairman of the Alaska Eskimo

 23   Whaling Commission, representing our animals around our

 24   villages, and the deputy director for the Department of

 25   Wildlife Management doing research on our resources that

00055

  1   we depend on for subsistence.

  2             In regards to the information you provided and

  3   wanting some feedback, you know, this is a lot of

  4   information that we try to absorb in just a matter of

  5   time since the printing of the document, receiving the

  6   document, looking it over to see what's -- if it's being

  7   reflective of some -- the majority of our concerns.

  8   Some are; some aren't.  It gives and takes in different

  9   areas of the document.

 10             Anyway, in regards to the earlier comments

 11   from our elders, again, the level of interpretation

 12   that's provided and understanding the document is very

 13   critical in the ways to -- how do we best meet the need,

 14   how do we respect the resources, how do we responsibly

 15   take action to prevent a very bad thing from happening

 16   for the very resources that we depend on for

 17   subsistence.

 18             It's -- it was a very unfortunate thing or it

 19   could have been a very positive thing because of what

 20   happened in the Gulf.  It depends on how you view it,

 21   and I express your concerns to the thought.  I was very

 22   glad Nanauq made her comment about her upcoming, her

 23   lifestyle, subsistence.  The ocean provides a lot of our

 24   food, and that's the way it's been since as a child

 25   growing up.  The level of interpretation was -- by no
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  1   means -- no mistake -- no pun intended to downplay

  2   anything or anybody or anything like that.

  3             The level of interpretation, it has its

  4   impacts as well.  She was referring back to her

  5   childhood and her parents raising the family along with

  6   her subsisting off the ocean and the surrounding areas

  7   where they did their subsistence activities, and that is

  8   a very significant statement.

  9             You know, we grew up using these resources.

 10   The ocean provided our food; fish, seals, walrus,

 11   whales.  And then in turn subsisting off those resources

 12   it brought clothing, tools, materials needed to survive.

 13             So when you -- you know, we've changed over

 14   time, made our own adaptations along with time as we've

 15   seen going forward.  These are very important things to

 16   keep in mind in our culture.  Because if we make any

 17   kind of a change in trying to conduct our subsistence

 18   activities, we put ourselves at risk, taking risks on

 19   whether we survive or die in the midst of things.

 20             We don't allow for mistakes when you're living

 21   here in the Arctic.  It's a very unforgiving area to be

 22   in.  There's no room for error.  You get into

 23   life-threatening situations in a manner of seconds.

 24             And that's what we've tried to express over

 25   the years, but it's -- you know, it's taken us 30 years.
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  1   In the beginning I remember my elders indicating, no, we

  2   don't want any oil and gas exploration offshore.  No

  3   offshore oil and gas.

  4             Thirty years, twenty-five years, and then in

  5   the last five years we've -- or maybe ten years, we see

  6   our federal government regardless of our statements

  7   continue holding lease sales, and yet we -- even though

  8   we're in opposition, we still like to remain at the

  9   table to be able to help steer the development activity

 10   occurring offshore.

 11             Even though in my mind I say no to offshore

 12   oil and gas, I still want to be at the table to help

 13   steer that activity, regardless if the participants like

 14   me or not.  I still want to be at the table.

 15             So that's where we -- you know, we give and

 16   take for the last 30 years, and we've been backed up to

 17   the wall and we've got no more room to back up but to

 18   stand at attention, but we'll be there.  I make my

 19   comments because of what I've learned over time and

 20   going to these meetings.  It's not an easy thing to be

 21   here providing comments.

 22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, Harry.

 23             Okay.  The third row down --

 24             MR. HARRY BROWER:  I just want to continue.

 25   In terms of, you know, the participation and the
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  1   interpretation of the document, you can't expect one

  2   person to be able to find you a whole length

  3   of information within a short period of time.  It's very

  4   important for you to come back even -- this one-time

  5   meeting isn't enough.

  6             The introduction of the document -- this is

  7   the first introduction of that, basically, by the

  8   agency, by the federal government, holding the lease

  9   sale, and yet we're expected to provide comments within

 10   a short period of time, 45 days.  And this is going to

 11   be impacting us for the next five years.

 12             I think it's unfortunate that we're put in

 13   this situation in terms of providing comments.  If that

 14   time could be lengthened, it would be appropriate, but

 15   it's up to, again, our federal government to make those

 16   decisions and how you plan to pan out your offshore oil

 17   and gas development into the future.

 18             I think I'll stop here.  I see there's other

 19   people that want to make comments as well.  I probably

 20   could sit here all day and all night talking to you

 21   because I just came back from another meeting with

 22   onshore oil and gas until 1:30 in the morning, and I

 23   don't think I want to be here another night, especially

 24   a Friday night, until 1:30 in the morning.  Thank you.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.  Always a
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  1   pleasure.

  2             Anybody else in the second row before we go to

  3   the third row?

  4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  (Speaking in Inupiaq.)

  5             Greetings to everybody.  I'm glad you guys are

  6   here because 40, 50 years ago, that never happened.  Up

  7   to maybe 100 years ago.  But it's really -- I feel like

  8   we're moving forward.  And like Harry said, we still

  9   want to be part of it even though it makes us cry.  We

 10   could cry today, but we weren't allowed to do that 40,

 11   50 years ago, so I'm just glad that we're able to do

 12   that.

 13             Most of my life, of my adult life, I have been

 14   working with my families, our Inupiaq families, the

 15   devastation of what happened to our families.  So I

 16   would like to see social impact for our families.  We

 17   didn't get that 40 years ago when the pipeline went

 18   through.

 19             To give you an example, I grew up in the

 20   Kaktovik area.  After the pipeline was built, one summer

 21   the caribous did not go through.  Fortunately, my uncle

 22   John Hagle (ph), a traditional Inupiaq man, had his

 23   little store.  He ordered ten cases of turkey, but they

 24   sent him 100 cases of turkey.  Our Creator was watching

 25   out for us.  We hated turkey but turkey was our survival
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  1   that summer.  Because in those days, we did not get

  2   planes every day like we do today.  So that was the

  3   devastation.

  4             I'd like to see social impact, where once we

  5   get that -- we need the oil companies to help or the

  6   government to help, too, take care of our families

  7   because it devastated us.

  8             You know, he said 30 years.  That's 30, 40, 50

  9   years of so much changes and it's still so much changes,

 10   and we don't get a chance to really process it in our

 11   Inupiaq.  You know, just like when I was translating, I

 12   have to think backwards because we speak Inupiaq totally

 13   opposite.  So when you're speaking to me in English, I

 14   have to turn it over again.  So in that process, we lose

 15   more than half of what's being said.

 16             And like our young -- I love to see our young

 17   people, you know, being vocal.  That gives me warm

 18   fuzzies, because there's somebody that's going to take

 19   over to look out for our future generation.  Because

 20   I've seen and I work with the impact it had on me and my

 21   families, and beg, borrow, maybe sometimes steal to try

 22   to get the help for my impacted -- from the oil

 23   companies 40 years ago.  So I'd like to see that.

 24   That's my dream.  And I hope in my lifetime.  Thank you.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much
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  1   for your comments.

  2             So we're going to move to row four.

  3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Good evening.  My name

  4   is Leandra de Sousa, S-o-u-s-a, and I work for the

  5   Department of Wildlife Management for the North Slope

  6   Borough.  And I'd like to thank you for coming here

  7   today and listening to the concerns.  We have a few

  8   comments that I'd like to share.

  9             First, we would like to say that we would

 10   recommend a combination of alternative five and six for

 11   the draft PEIS, which would exclude both the Beaufort

 12   Sea and the Chukchi Sea planning area for the duration

 13   of the 2012-2017 OCS leasing program, because that would

 14   be keeping with our strong belief that the potential

 15   risks are too great to justify oil and gas leasing in

 16   Arctic waters.

 17             However, if the sales are to take place, we do

 18   support the subsistence -- two subsistence whaling

 19   deferral areas that you have, the program, and also the

 20   25-mile coastal buffer zone.  And we also support the

 21   single sale, three to five period in each planning area.

 22             We would also like to emphasize that

 23   mitigation measures should be in place similar to the

 24   ones used by BLM in the NPRA process and should require

 25   multiyear site-specific scientific study in order to
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  1   better understand the localized environment, resource

  2   use, and potential risk of operations.

  3             And also we would like to request that area

  4   deferred from the past Beaufort and Chukchi Sea sales

  5   not be included in areas to be offered for lease in the

  6   five-year schedule, and that a comparable deferral area

  7   should be added across Cross Island.  And also that a

  8   coastal buffer zone should extend out 60 miles instead

  9   of 25 miles offshore the Chukchi Sea coast, and that's

 10   keeping with the NMFS recommendation of previous

 11   comments.

 12             And also include a deferral zone over the

 13   addition -- the deferral zone for the Hanna Shoal

 14   because the shallow waters in this area and the sea ice

 15   dynamics make it a refuge for ice-dependent species,

 16   such as ice seals, and -- that goes into the open water

 17   season when development is happening.

 18             And we'd also like to have more clarity on the

 19   leasing program and the leasing sale mitigation measures

 20   stating that tankering will not be allowed for the

 21   transport of oil from Arctic OCS planning areas.  And

 22   also that a zero discharge policy will be implemented in

 23   the Chukchi and the Beaufort Sea for all the phases of

 24   OCS gas development.  Thank you.

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your
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  1   comments.

  2             Anybody else in row four before I go on?

  3   Rosemary?  State your name for the record, please.

  4             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  Rosemary

  5   Ahtuangaruak, A-h-t-u-a-n-g-a-r-u-a-k.  I've lived in

  6   Barrow for a year and a half.  I've had -- about five

  7   years before, I went to Nuiqsut and I spent 24 years in

  8   Nuiqsut.  My mom was born and raised up here.  We have a

  9   strong traditional background.  We hunted and harvested

 10   from the lands and waters.

 11             This is very important for our family.  This

 12   is very important for our nutritional well balance and

 13   being.  I have a son who has diabetes.  I know when he's

 14   eating a more traditional diet he doesn't need as much

 15   insulin.  This is concerning for us because we have so

 16   many people that are starting to have trouble with

 17   diabetes.

 18             We've had a tremendous increase in respiratory

 19   illness.  We've talked tremendously about this in many,

 20   many meetings.  We've asked for increased restrictions

 21   to gas.  We've asked for recognition of the air quality

 22   concerns near communities that are facing some of these

 23   issues.  We've asked support to have a stronger health

 24   impact assessment process.  We need to have this process

 25   start now.  It can't wait.  It needs to be incorporated
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  1   into multiple layers to get a good assessment process.

  2   It needs to be looking at the wellness of our foods, but

  3   also of our people as a whole.

  4             The problem we have in the process is that we

  5   don't have enough data in our databases to adequately

  6   assess our concerns for health impacts.  There's been a

  7   lot of effort to go out and research our animals, but to

  8   research us, it didn't happen.  We could have learned a

  9   lot.

 10             But now we know from other health impacts that

 11   have been -- health assessments that have been done

 12   already, two spills, that people that are of

 13   child-bearing ages should not work in a spill response

 14   area.  Children should not work in these areas.  But

 15   what about us who live and raise our children in these

 16   areas and our risk factors for these concerns?

 17             We're very concerned about other development

 18   activities that have passed that have already

 19   contaminated some of our foods, and the difficulties we

 20   have in assessing some of these issues and following up

 21   some of these assessments.  If we didn't have some of

 22   our tribal people involved in some of these processes,

 23   the government's process to come up with an assessment

 24   would have sampled no contaminated lakes.  But our

 25   tribal people asked a lot of questions, got involved in
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  1   the process, and have been involved continuously.

  2             I went to school to become educated as a

  3   physician's assistant.  I went through the community

  4   health and training program in our villages.  We don't

  5   have doctors.  Our health aides provide our care.  Our

  6   health aides need to have more exposure to improved

  7   education within this process.  There's a lot of demands

  8   and stress that are being put on them and the amount of

  9   care that they're having to give to our people because

 10   we're having increased respiratory distress.

 11             The disruption it gives to our families when

 12   we have to take our children out to be medevaced out to

 13   a care center either in Barrow or Anchorage, it takes a

 14   parent with them.  It also takes a lot of stress from

 15   our family members that have to have -- maybe they're a

 16   responder for the fire department.  Maybe they're the

 17   person that's sitting for our community on the assembly.

 18   When you take them out sick in the medevaced process,

 19   you're taking them out with all the other hats that they

 20   wear and contribute to this process.

 21             Nuiqsut was hit tremendously.  We absorbed the

 22   process of going through oil and gas development, and we

 23   feel like Nuiqsut was sacrified as the social bowl of

 24   assessment to what happens to onshore oil and gas

 25   development in the Arctic.  People of Cordova feel like
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  1   they were in the social bowl without research related to

  2   what happens to an oil spill.  There was a lot of

  3   information that we could have been incorporating into

  4   this process to protect our people.

  5             But when I toured the Gulf spill, I still saw

  6   the lack of enforcement of protecting measures to help

  7   protect the people when they're working on the spill.

  8   They were not given regulators.  They were not using

  9   them.  People that lived in that area, there were

 10   hundreds of boats that were put out in this response,

 11   but it just looked like a smattering of a response;

 12   ineffective placing of booms, nonmaintenance of booms.

 13             The kind of boats that they have in the Gulf

 14   are not the kind of boats that we have up here.  We

 15   don't have those types of ports where we're even going

 16   to bring in these kinds of boats to even get some of

 17   this equipment loaded into these areas.  We don't have

 18   areas along the coast to even initiate some of these

 19   responses, let alone staging areas for them to refuel or

 20   getting any assistance in the process.  There's so much

 21   that we don't have up here.

 22             We're not prepared for a process to go through

 23   a lease sale right now.  There's so much that we need to

 24   absorb from learning from the Gulf spill that needs to

 25   be incorporated in a good process, not the process that
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  1   has been occurring at this time.

  2             We're very concerned because Nuiqsut went

  3   through impacts related to loss of harvesting of

  4   caribous.  We went through changes of the natural

  5   environment that affected our ability to harvest in the

  6   Arctic.  We went through processes where seismic

  7   activity diverted the whale.  Nobody helped us through

  8   those processes, and it was very difficult for us.

  9             The social impacts that we talked about didn't

 10   get documented in the recording processes that are

 11   effective to help us in these assessment processes that

 12   are before us.  We went through training programs to

 13   help us with suicide prevention, and yet the processes

 14   are not absorbed into our planning process for these

 15   different things, and yet we're having tremendous

 16   amounts of numbers continue throughout the North Slope

 17   and other communities throughout the Arctic Ocean and

 18   yet the understanding for that.

 19             I had a 9th grader in Point Hope who asked me,

 20   why do I keep talking about these kinds of things, why

 21   do I press these issues about the importance of our

 22   health and our traditional uses.  She told me all of her

 23   female relatives have died of cancer.  That's a

 24   tremendous burden for me to carry in these processes

 25   because I've got to find a way to help and build a hope
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  1   that the concerns for health are not going to be

  2   ignored.  It's so important that we have a better

  3   process before us because we have children in our

  4   communities that feel they don't have hope because their

  5   families were exposed with previous studies that give

  6   them concerns.

  7             And the tremendous amounts of cancer rates,

  8   we've seen that also happen in other communities across

  9   this North Slope.  I moved to Barrow just a year and a

 10   half ago and I've had over 20 people tell me about

 11   leukemia.  That's a tremendous burden to bury in this

 12   process.

 13             The resources to try to care for that are not

 14   existent up here.  We have to travel far away to give

 15   our hopes to try to be treating for that process.  It

 16   really compromises stakes for that process.  Those

 17   people are very difficult to even bring back home when

 18   they do go through these treatments.  The resources to

 19   assess them and to monitor and to help them are very

 20   limited here.  Even if we get this brand-new hospital

 21   built up here, it's not going to be adequate to deal

 22   with these kinds of things.  Still we're going to have

 23   to go elsewhere.

 24             These costs are astronomical, but we know when

 25   our bodies, the breast milk, is showing contaminants and
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  1   multiple chemicals that are coming from all sorts of

  2   development activities that are coming down into the

  3   Arctic and wrecking our air quality up here.  Tremendous

  4   amounts of emissions and particulate matter, nitrous

  5   oxides and all these other things, that are being

  6   emitted from oil and gas development have affected many,

  7   many people.

  8             Please learn from this process.  Please

  9   prevent this from coming up here.  We are not ready for

 10   a lease sale.  There should not be a consideration of

 11   this process in the Gulf or up here.  We have much more

 12   that we can be doing to build the process.

 13             We didn't learn from the GS-2 spill and yet

 14   we're facing things like this.  During that GS-2 spill

 15   in Prudhoe Bay, we had other sites that had spills also,

 16   Alpine and Liberty.  I stood up and opposed the

 17   Northstar lease sale -- the Northstar development

 18   process.  And I filed a lawsuit for over 17 years in

 19   that process because I know the risks for our

 20   traditional and cultural uses are not for sale for the

 21   federal government's energy needs.  Thank you.

 22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your

 23   comments.

 24             Your name, please?

 25             MS. HEATHER DINGMAN:  My name is Heather
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  1   Dingman.  That's H-e-a-t-h-e-r D-i-n-g-m-a-n.

  2             My comment would be on Section 4.3.2 to the

  3   health impact assessment, which is described under

  4   National Environmental Policy Act, and states, "NEPA

  5   regulations instruct agencies to evaluate 'the degree to

  6   which the proposed action affects public health or

  7   safety.'"  It also goes on to state that impacts on

  8   human health can be considered beforehand, public and

  9   decision-maker awareness can be promoted, and prevention

 10   or mitigation can be built into the operations.

 11             With that said, at the end of this section, it

 12   states, "It would be more appropriate to discuss impacts

 13   to site-specific populations at the lease sale level

 14   when a better understanding of who will be affected is

 15   clear."

 16             And that specific statement, what I'm

 17   concerned about, how this conclusion came to be.  Were

 18   health impacts ever evaluated and concluded that it

 19   didn't have a great enough impact to discuss in this

 20   EIS?  And is it at BOEM's discretion whether or not to

 21   evaluate human health in the EIS?  It would seem that

 22   BOEM would be concerned to see the link how this plan

 23   would affect public health and safety, as NEPA states

 24   and is quoted in the EIS.  And lastly, an HIA would give

 25   BOEM a better understanding of who would be affected.  I
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  1   strongly recommend to BOEM to reconsider implementing an

  2   HIA plan.

  3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your

  4   comments.

  5             Row four before I go to the -- George?

  6             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I forgot to introduce

  7   myself when I was talking.  My name is George Edwardson.

  8   I'm the president of Inupiat Community.

  9             And just to finish off, the EIS, environmental

 10   impact statement, that means this is the process you use

 11   to see if whatever development you're going to do is

 12   safe or not safe.  The first EIS that came over the

 13   Arctic Ocean was back in the late '80s, and we were

 14   guaranteed one and a half major oil spills then.  We

 15   were guaranteed that in the first EIS on the Chukchi

 16   when they done their first exploration.

 17             And I forgot to give you my education.  I'm a

 18   geologist.  I'm a mining and petroleum technician.  I

 19   was the first person to captain the first cleanup boat

 20   that ever came to the State of Alaska in 1968.  I was a

 21   platform operator back then.  I've worked in the oil

 22   industry from the days they started their exploration

 23   until, you know, the pipeline was built.

 24             My education was given to me by the

 25   consultants of the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field while it was
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  1   being, you know, developed.  So the industry's

  2   consultants were my teachers when I went to school.  So

  3   as a people, we do know what is going on.  We understand

  4   what is going on.  It's no guesswork.

  5             And when you look at the EIS, it says if you

  6   see it not safe, you cannot do it.  Except today the EIS

  7   is used as an excuse to speed up whatever development,

  8   you know, the impact is being made for.  I understand

  9   and more than believe your hearts and your intentions

 10   are good.  When you tell us you're a scientist, you do

 11   what is right, I believe you.  But you have bosses that

 12   have other plans.

 13             When this lease sale was first conducted, the

 14   United States found out it was not legal so they changed

 15   the laws in order to make it have the appearance it was

 16   legal.  The moment it was not legal, the lease sale

 17   became invalid.  Yet today we're continuing this EIS

 18   with the intent of continuing with this illegal sale

 19   that had been conducted.

 20             As a regional tribal government we have never

 21   received a penny from any oil development.  Our

 22   municipality, the North Slope Borough, received a

 23   portion of what they should have coming to them.  But as

 24   a tribe, we have never received anything and we are the

 25   biggest to lose -- what moneys we receive from the
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  1   federal government are to do programs to assist our

  2   members, our people.  And we have to find other moneys

  3   in order to come to deal with, you know, hearings like

  4   this right here.  We have absolutely no kind of

  5   assistance from the federal government, yet you keep

  6   coming and coming and coming at it.  You know, what's

  7   right is right and this is wrong.

  8             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments,

  9   George.

 10             Okay.  Kaktovik?  Is there anyone at Kaktovik

 11   who would like to speak and make a comment?

 12             Nuiqsut?  Anyone at Nuiqsut who would like to

 13   make a public comment?

 14             Wainwright?  Anyone at Wainwright who would

 15   like to make a comment?

 16             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  None here.

 17             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Point Lay?  Is anyone at

 18   Point Lay?  Would they like to make a comment?

 19             MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Yes.  Thank you very much.

 20   My name is Marie Tracey.  Thank you for including us

 21   villages in this teleconference.

 22             I've never seen such large numbers of walrus

 23   haul outs here, and it's happening every year now.

 24   We've had belugas here in our village.  And when we get

 25   the report, they show that the beluga continually go to
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  1   the areas of the lease sales for industry to explore for

  2   oil.  I've heard the walrus, when they lose any members

  3   of their group, it's like going to a funeral.  It's so

  4   sad to listen to.  I have seen them make it to the beach

  5   and fallen asleep right in the surf.  This is when

  6   they're so tired.

  7             I know that -- I'd like to leave this thought

  8   with all of you.  When we have our Christmas feast in

  9   all our villages, think about what you're going to have

 10   at that feast and what you're not going to have in five

 11   and ten years from now.  Thank you very much.

 12             MS. CILIA ATTUNGOWRUK:  Hi.  My name is Cilia

 13   Attungowruk, C-i-l-i-a A-t-t-u-n-g-o-w-r-u-k.

 14             And I am strongly not agreeing with the

 15   drilling in the ocean because I have a daughter, and I'm

 16   planning on having a boy.  And I want my son to go

 17   fishing and hunting on that ocean.  And if they're

 18   drilling on the ocean, there's noise and the animals are

 19   not going to come back.  They're going to go around and

 20   away.  They have nowhere else to go but here.  This is

 21   it.  Thank you.

 22             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 23             Anyone else at Point Lay?

 24             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Nobody at this time.  Thank

 25   you.

00075

  1             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

  2             Let's move to the second row here.

  3             MR. MIKE HALLER:  Anaktuvuk Pass.

  4             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, Anaktuvuk Pass.  I

  5   apologize.

  6             Anaktuvuk Pass?  Anybody for a public comment?

  7             MR. LAWRENCE BURRIS:  For the record, Lawrence

  8   Burris.  That first name is spelled L-a-w-r-e-n-c-e;

  9   last name Burris, B-u-r-r-i-s.

 10             Anaktuvuk is an inland village and not

 11   directly affected by industry activities in the ocean.

 12   However, through trading and bartering and good will and

 13   generosity we do receive marine mammals of subsistence

 14   foods.  And, you know, it's important to our Inupiaq

 15   brethren on the coast, it's important to us here in

 16   Anaktuvuk Pass, and so you have our support and concerns

 17   that are voiced here tonight.  And thank you very much.

 18             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 19             Anyone else there?

 20             Okay.  Let's move to the second row here.

 21   Next speaker.

 22             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Good evening.  My name is

 23   Geoff Carroll, G-e-o-f-f C-a-r-r-o-l-l.  Lots of double

 24   letters.

 25             I'd like to thank you for coming tonight.  And
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  1   I've got to say, I really do appreciate your new

  2   science-based approach.  I think it is a much better

  3   system now than what we had under MMS.  I'm glad to hear

  4   that you seem to value the opinions and the knowledge of

  5   the local residents.  And it sounds like your approach

  6   to putting off the leasing in the Chukchi and the

  7   Beaufort Seas as long as possible to gather as much

  8   information about those areas is -- you know, that's

  9   well warranted.

 10             I support the combination of alternatives five

 11   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the

 12   Chukchi Sea planning areas for the duration of this

 13   five-year leasing program.  And I say that because I

 14   just do not think we're ready.  I mean, the people here

 15   are not ready for this to happen.  The technology that

 16   we have to work with isn't there.  There are just a lot

 17   of things that -- you know, maybe after 2017 start

 18   looking at it, but I don't think we're ready.

 19             First and foremost, we cannot clean up an oil

 20   spill at this point.  I don't see how anybody can get up

 21   there with a straight face and say that we'd have a good

 22   chance of cleaning up an oil spill.  I mean, maybe if it

 23   happened on a nice calm warm summer day there would be a

 24   chance, but much more likely it's going to be a horrible

 25   stormy windy day and you're going to be dealing with
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  1   either total sea ice cover or partial sea ice cover.

  2   And there's just no equipment that's made to work in

  3   that.

  4             You know, you hear of something like Shell oil

  5   saying that they could clean up 95 percent of a spill.

  6   I mean, why would they even say that?  That's just

  7   silly.  I mean, out of all the big spills I don't think

  8   they've ever gotten above single digits.  I mean, they

  9   retrieve less than 10 percent of the oil.  And the Gulf

 10   of Mexico, less than 10 percent.  Exxon Valdez -- I

 11   mean, it just isn't there.  We can't clean up a spill.

 12             And on top of that, we have no -- you know, we

 13   don't have the ships to even work enough in the Arctic.

 14   I mean, it's been on the news lately, the United States

 15   does not have an icebreaker.  I mean, that is absolutely

 16   pathetic.

 17             We have one that's sort of a half-baked

 18   icebreaker that works a little bit, but how can we even

 19   think about banging around out in the Arctic and doing

 20   things when we don't even have the capability of -- you

 21   know, even when we had the Polar Star and the Polar Sea,

 22   I mean, half the time those things were broken down, had

 23   a broken rudder, they had this, they had that.  I mean,

 24   how can a country that can't even build a decent

 25   icebreaker think about trying to develop oil in the
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  1   Arctic?

  2             Another thing, the Coast Guard.  I really

  3   admire the Coast Guard.  I admire the people that work

  4   for the Coast Guard, but I think they're the first to

  5   say we're not set up to cover what's coming in the

  6   Arctic.  They're not ready to cover an oil spill or even

  7   the expected traffic that's coming through there.

  8   They've really got to phase up before they're anywhere

  9   near ready to deal with the Arctic.

 10             You know, an oil spill at the wrong place, the

 11   wrong time, you know, it could be devastating to

 12   wildlife populations from everything from bowhead whales

 13   to plankton.  And I think it's been stated several times

 14   the subsistence harvest is extremely important

 15   nutritionally and culturally to the local population and

 16   it just isn't -- it is not worth taking a risk at this

 17   time.

 18             I don't know, it's probably a poor analogy,

 19   but a couple months ago they had a great article in the

 20   National Geographic about these guys that were climbing

 21   these amazing mountains with no ropes.  I mean, it was

 22   just incredible.  But, you know, it's also really crazy.

 23   I mean, it's just foolish.  And I just equate that to

 24   drilling oil in the Arctic without being able to clean

 25   up an oil spill, is the same thing.  It's not -- we're
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  1   not there yet.  It's not time.

  2             So I guess I would just like to repeat, I

  3   would like to support a combination of alternatives five

  4   and six, which would exclude both the Beaufort and the

  5   Chukchi planning areas for this -- during this five-year

  6   plan.

  7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your comments.

  8             And, sir, I believe you wanted to make a

  9   comment next?

 10             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Yeah.

 11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And your name, please, for

 12   the record?

 13             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  My name is Elvis

 14   Presley.

 15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Elvis has left the building.

 16             MR. JOHNNIE KUNAQ BROWER:  Good evening.  For

 17   those of you that are American, they know me as Johnnie

 18   Brower, but my Inupiaq country -- my Inupiaq name is

 19   Nuvuk Kunaq.  And I'm not a United States citizen by

 20   birth, and that's the way I like it.

 21             The reason why you're here, the way you stated

 22   it, is because of the way and the nature of what has

 23   happened at the Gulf of Mexico district.  By all means,

 24   they have all the industrial parts and places that can

 25   facilitate and entertain the kind of problems that
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  1   occurred down there.

  2             But in an event hypothetically if something

  3   like that up here would develop, you don't have an

  4   industrial fort, you don't have an industrial warehouse,

  5   you don't have an industrial factory that can manipulate

  6   and make parts for things up here.

  7             You've heard from other people stating that we

  8   have some of the state of the art equipment and

  9   material.  One person mentioned that an icebreaker made

 10   it to the North Pole but needed some parts to make it

 11   back.  The country can have insufficient funds just to

 12   promote an icebreaker to go to the North Pole and then

 13   have to have sufficient funds to be able to transport a

 14   part to it and then allow it to be able to come back, is

 15   a very poor idea to one person's imagination.

 16             To make things a little bit more

 17   understandable, these EIS impact statements that's been

 18   going on for quite some time, a lot of people come and

 19   go.  They make their testimonies and they poured out

 20   their hearts.  Some of them are not here anymore.  And

 21   what's left of us, we're able to come and visit on the

 22   entertainments of your appointments being here.

 23             For me, I don't like the amount of time that

 24   you guys use when you guys come to the communities.  You

 25   guys make a hit and run and just take off.  The
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  1   community, it gets the idea that people get to say

  2   things, what they want to say a little bit, but then

  3   they have a lot of serious problems with it.  I wonder

  4   what they're going to do after they listen to us.

  5             Currently I'm an active member of the

  6   Department of Defense Restoration Advisory Board here in

  7   the polar Arctic Alaska region.  I'm not in love with

  8   some of the activities that are going on, just to

  9   specifically state something within -- inside the state

 10   boundaries of Alaska.  Lyndon B. Johnson signed a bill

 11   in '66, 1966, for the Navy to drill that Umiat that was

 12   already there in the 1940s.

 13             And to say a little bit more -- elaborate a

 14   little more about the Umiat area, my Native friends in

 15   other communities, Inupiaq communities, utilize those

 16   jurisdictions in Umiat area.  Personally, myself, I am

 17   very appalled at the methods and the ways that are being

 18   conducted in Umiat.  Previously before 1970, the

 19   transformer fluid was utilized and abused in very

 20   abusive ways.  And Congress passed a law in 1970

 21   declaring the transformer fluid had some very serious

 22   carcinogenic agents in 1917.

 23             It saddens my heart for me to be able to say

 24   this, after 1999 another 300 gallons of liquid PCP was

 25   removed from Umiat.  And it still continues to discover
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  1   that kind of material is leeching out of Umiat area

  2   after 2002.

  3             Now, from past exploration activities, if the

  4   United States Congress can budget these kind of things

  5   but cannot complete a cleanup and verify it like a

  6   really good professional house cleaner, certify it as

  7   they came in and cleaned it up, meaning that there'll be

  8   no other aftermath of the chemical in that location,

  9   now, if that is still continuing today to 2011, no

 10   telling what's going to be happening 70 years from now.

 11             I wouldn't approve any offshore lease sales or

 12   development based on just what's happening in Umiat

 13   alone by itself.  And I mean I would not approve

 14   anything like that if I was a government official in

 15   high place until the bottom line how to conduct and

 16   thoroughly clean up something that occurred in the mid

 17   1940s.

 18             And to say it that way and that chemical, the

 19   transformer fluid, is still leeching out and being

 20   discovered in containers and being removed at

 21   300 gallons at a time from Umiat area is mind-boggling.

 22   And if there were some more other containers that are in

 23   large quantity and a very serious spring breakup thaw

 24   floods, erodes, and damages an area where they were

 25   buried at, then it flooded the liquid into the river
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  1   where the fish are being conducted for subsistence

  2   harvest purposes for my Native fellow village people and

  3   hunters, meaning because of what United States Congress

  4   passed a law in 1970 declaring the transformer fluid has

  5   a very serious carcinogation to human health, that alone

  6   right there, still leeching on the Umiat, is giving me a

  7   real serious shake on my head.

  8             And that's the professionalism of what the

  9   United States Congress can produce.  And if United

 10   States Congress is going to conduct these kinds of

 11   things, they should prove to us United States

 12   citizens -- that they made us to be United States

 13   citizens even though we are not.  So give us something

 14   to look at.  Give us something to understand.  You're

 15   using all sorts of other things, how to beat around the

 16   bush, but you've got a very serious problem in one

 17   location that I am just holding on on purpose that is

 18   not being conducted as a very thorough cleanup job.

 19   Thank you.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much for your

 21   comments.

 22             We'll go back, but I understand that Atqasuk

 23   village may be online.  Atqasuk?  Is that true?

 24             Okay.  Harry?

 25             MR. HARRY BROWER:  Harry Brower for the
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  1   record.  I just wanted to make a final comment with

  2   regards to the comments you've heard tonight.  I'd like

  3   to indicate that I support the comments of the AEWC and

  4   the North Slope Borough.

  5             In regards to the comments of the

  6   environmental impact statement, the draft EIS, it means

  7   something to our community to be able to work together

  8   in providing these comments, and I hope they are

  9   meaningfully addressed in time.

 10             And, like I said, it's a short period, in my

 11   opinion.  That's what I shared.  Before January 9th,

 12   2012, we still have to go through this learning curve of

 13   what is really meant in the EIS and the changes that --

 14   new changes that occurred within the new organization

 15   and how -- how compliant are these industry operators

 16   going to be in terms of what we've seen in the past.  I

 17   hope to see those changes in a meaningful way.  Thank

 18   you.

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much.

 20             And you had your hand up over here?

 21             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  Hi.  Leandra de Sousa,

 22   and I'm speaking for myself.  I had a question.  There's

 23   no clarification of the LNGs that are going to -- if

 24   you're going to do that up here in the Arctic or not.

 25   In the EIS you only mention the liquefied natural gas
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  1   facilities.

  2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.

  3             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  So it's only mentioned

  4   for the Gulf of Mexico and it's very vague if that's

  5   going to be implemented up here or not.  And my question

  6   is, what are the plans on that?

  7             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't believe there are

  8   any plans at this time for LNG.

  9             MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  And my other comment

 10   is, we've been hearing all this input, but one thing

 11   that's pretty obvious is we have ice-covered waters for

 12   more than half of the year here.  And it doesn't matter

 13   how much complete information that you -- that you would

 14   ever be able to get that for the open water season,

 15   you'll still have this whole black box that you don't

 16   know what's happening.

 17             That's a future risk in post development and

 18   the government and some cooperation has to be done to

 19   fill that gap, and be it with cooperation, if that's

 20   possible, getting icebreakers from Canada, Russia,

 21   international effort, because it is the Arctic as a

 22   whole even though it's being explored on the United

 23   States waters.  So it's something that has to be looked

 24   and addressed at least saying there's -- it's a long,

 25   long time of the year that not much is going on
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  1   biologically.  Thank you.

  2             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

  3             And over here?

  4             MS. LOUISA RILEY:  Once again, for the record,

  5   my name is Louisa Riley, R-i-l-e-y.

  6             One of the things I remember from the elders

  7   is if there's a problem, try to give some suggestions as

  8   to what might be a solution.  We have lots and lots and

  9   lots of wind, you know, all year round.  And then during

 10   the summer months, we have lots and lots of sunshine, 24

 11   hours a day.  We need to think about quit being the

 12   corporate oil tradition and to give more to wind or sun

 13   or both.  And I think that would solve a lot of our

 14   problems.  Thank you.

 15             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Very good

 16   comments.  Thank you.

 17             Sir, your name for the record?

 18             MR. GEOFF CARROLL:  Geoff Carroll.  I think

 19   you've got the spelling.

 20             A couple things I forgot to mention.  The wind

 21   thing is one issue.  And, boy, this fall, I mean, it has

 22   just been one big winter storm after another.  I mean,

 23   we had the hurricane for a while and a week later we had

 24   another major winter storm and then another one.  Boy,

 25   they were big.  Maybe this is all a fluke, but it sure
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  1   looks like there's big changes going on with the weather

  2   in that respect.  And I think it's just going to become

  3   more stormy up here.

  4             Another thing -- and this is something,

  5   actually, we talked about last year when you were

  6   here -- my son, Gunnar, came with me to the meeting and

  7   he had done a science fair project.  And one of the aces

  8   in the hole that the oil company always held up about

  9   oil spills is, well, if we can't get it any other way,

 10   we could burn it.  So as part of his experiment, we were

 11   checking to see how successful a person could be at

 12   burning oil in water.

 13             And basically we took a big measured amount

 14   of North -- we got our hands on some North Slope crude

 15   and put it in a pan of water and started out with it at

 16   room temperature.  And we had a blowtorch on it and best

 17   possible chance of burning it.  In ideal circumstances,

 18   you know, we -- only 30 percent of the substance there

 19   burnt.  There were still lots of black stuff in the

 20   water, but you could hold the torch right on and it

 21   wouldn't burn.  Once the volatile stuff burnt off, there

 22   was still lots of stuff in the water.

 23             So then we cooled the water down to just above

 24   zero degrees centigrade, not quite freezing.  So then it

 25   was down to 17 percent of it burnt.  And then we mixed
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  1   ice and water in there and then it was down to

  2   13 percent.  So it's like -- you know, and that was

  3   pretty ideal conditions.  That wasn't when there was

  4   waves and, you know, cold and dark and all kinds of

  5   things going on.  This was in a pan in a room.

  6             Again, I don't think we have any ability to

  7   deal with oil spills up here yet in the Arctic until we

  8   get a little better at that.  It's pretty scary to think

  9   about mucking around out there with exploration and

 10   drilling.  Thank you.

 11             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Sounds like Gunnar

 12   is a future BOEM scientist.

 13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't want to forget

 14   anybody on line.  Does anyone on line have a comment

 15   from any of the villages?

 16             Kaktovik?  Nuiqsut?  Point Hope?  Wainwright?

 17   Point Lay?  Aktuvuk (ph)?

 18             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Anaktuvuk.

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm still learning.  I'm

 20   still learning.

 21             Let me see if there's anybody else in the

 22   audience that would like to make another comment.

 23             MR. BILL TRACEY, SR.:  I do.  One more.  Thank

 24   you.  Bill Tracey again.

 25             I want to speak a little bit on studies.  I've
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  1   got a problem with helicopters.  If you're doing a real

  2   study up here, caribou, whales, walruses, locally we

  3   would do this by boat.  We would do this on foot.  We

  4   would camp in those areas, and we would capture the real

  5   animals as they naturally are.

  6             When you get industry or a contractor, a

  7   third-party contractor, up here, they choose to use

  8   helicopters or a fixed-wing airplane.  And what they're

  9   studying now is a scared animal, a scared whale.  They

 10   don't act the same.  So when you get information from

 11   these studies, you're not getting the real thing.  I

 12   just wanted to point that out.

 13             We've had -- one terrific study in the Point

 14   Lay area was red-throated loon conducted by folks at

 15   UAF.  It was a three-year grant.  They squeezed a fourth

 16   year in.  And I commend those folks because they did it

 17   all on foot.  They used a boat to get up the river and

 18   make a base camp.  And they studied these loons and they

 19   got the true bird, how it acts and lives up there.  And

 20   they found out just about everything they can about the

 21   loon.  We've had industry do studies up and down the

 22   lagoon, and of course it was in a helicopter.

 23             People talked about caribou tonight.  We had

 24   some pretty lean years in Point Lay, and that was the

 25   same time that there happened to be a coal mine study.
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  1   The BHP Billiton was up in the hills up around Point Lay

  2   where the caribou -- in insect relief areas and calving

  3   areas.  With all that noise of course from the

  4   helicopters there were no caribou for multiple years.

  5   That study was over, the helicopters were gone, guess

  6   what?  The caribou is back.

  7             So when you read some of these studies, look

  8   at how they were conducted and then take that with a

  9   grain of salt.  Just something I wanted to pass on to

 10   you.  Thank you.

 11             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very valuable.  Thank you

 12   very much for that.

 13             Anyone else?  We still have a few minutes

 14   here.

 15             MS. QAIYAAN SU'ESU'E:  I would like to add a

 16   written statement, which I will provide once I have

 17   access to a printer.  I might mail them in.  And this is

 18   on behalf of Pew Environment.

 19             Some of their views are -- let's see.  Four

 20   points here:  Honoring the community; input in values;

 21   risk to communities and subsistence way of life; a new

 22   approach by the Department of Interior, BOEM.

 23             And I'll start with the fact that there are

 24   already millions of acres based in the Beaufort and

 25   Chukchi Seas.  So millions of acres in the Chukchi and
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  1   Beaufort Sea have already been leased to the oil and gas

  2   industry.  There are still significant questions about

  3   whether or not exploration and development can move

  4   forward safely on the acreage that has already been

  5   sold.

  6             Until oil spill prevention and response and

  7   protection of subsistence resources are fully addressed,

  8   there is no need to create additional conflict and

  9   uncertainty for everyone involved by offering the new

 10   lease sales between 2012 and 2017.

 11             Oil spill cleanup.  The fact that there is no

 12   proven technology to clean up an oil spill in Arctic

 13   conditions with cold temperatures, limited ability,

 14   broken sea ice, and high winds on top of the industrial

 15   activity, the increased traffic, noise, toxic discharge,

 16   seismic activities, can impact bowhead, walrus, fish,

 17   and other subsistence resources, very importantly, the

 18   lack of information, the fact that there is little

 19   baseline science that exists to measure the effects of

 20   the spill on the Arctic ecosystem.

 21             And this is where I'd like to speak very

 22   personally, also on behalf of Pew once again.  The

 23   Beaufort and Chukchi Seas have provided traditional

 24   foods and sustained cultural livelihood for the Inupiaq

 25   people for thousands of years.  The federal government
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  1   must more effectively listen and incorporate the

  2   communities' traditional knowledge and perspective.

  3             Over the years Arctic communities and Alaska

  4   Native organizations have asked MMS, BOEM, BOEMRE, to

  5   remove subsistence use areas from the Beaufort and

  6   Chukchi program area boundaries.  Many of these areas

  7   have not been removed from leasing in the past.  There

  8   is no reason to delay implementation of subsistence

  9   deferrals that are well established and that will not

 10   change during the next five years.

 11             Recognition of these critical hunting and

 12   fishing grounds in the 2012 to 2017 program plan will

 13   reduce unnecessary stress on the communities and provide

 14   greater certainty to all stakeholders.

 15             And I would also like to add again the

 16   importance of BOEM, the federal government, to ensure

 17   the perpetuation of values and culture for our future

 18   generations by -- through more education and awareness

 19   on these processes.  Thank you.

 20             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 21             George, I understand . . .

 22             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Excuse me.  I forgot

 23   to -- this is George Edwardson.  I forgot to mention --

 24   can you hear me?

 25             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
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  1             MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yesterday afternoon

  2   before I started home I went to a meeting of the

  3   scientists of the federal government and the State of

  4   Alaska and the agencies that deal with the ocean and the

  5   marine mammals.  And the topic was, you know, why are

  6   these seals dying off, why are the walruses in a

  7   situation they're in.

  8             There was NOAA, there was, you know, that

  9   NMFS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Alaska Fish and Game.  All

 10   the state and federal agencies were looking at what was

 11   going on with these seals and walrus, why was it

 12   happening like that.

 13             And finally when they came to the end, came to

 14   summarize, you know, just how much we know whether as a

 15   state or as a federal government, they couldn't even

 16   give you an estimate on how many different types of

 17   seals they were or where the seals went or why were

 18   walruses in that situation they're in.  They couldn't

 19   even come up with a number on ring seals, on spotted

 20   seals, on bearded seals, on walruses.  They couldn't

 21   even come up with a number to start with.

 22             And that is something scary, and here you're

 23   in the process of attempting to conduct a lease sale.

 24   How can you do that when you don't even know what's in

 25   the ocean?  It's putting a blind on and then going out
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  1   and going sword fighting.

  2             What are you going to do?  Let's get real.

  3   Sometimes this nonsense has to stop, and it better stop

  4   here.  We're practical people.  We're intelligent

  5   people.  We should all start acting like that.

  6             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.

  7             Anyone else who would like to make some

  8   closing comments?  We have a few more minutes.  I don't

  9   want anyone to feel they were neglected.  Everything is

 10   important.

 11             Anyone in the villages on line that have

 12   anything to say?

 13             Okay.  I'm going to turn it over to Rosemary.

 14             MS. ROSEMARY AHTUANGARUAK:  It's important to

 15   recognize that there's important things to support.

 16   There was some really good comments that came out of the

 17   borough, on the Wildlife Department.  There was some

 18   really good comments that came out from Geoff.  I really

 19   appreciate Heather's comments; some of our elders,

 20   Harry; and Johnnie related to the Lyndon bill.  His good

 21   comments in relation to that; Qaiyaan and her efforts.

 22             These are very important comments, and we've

 23   worked really hard on staying involved in this process,

 24   becoming educated in all the various things.  We have a

 25   lot vested in this process.  Our future generations are
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  1   depending on this decision that's before us, and we pray

  2   that a good decision comes.

  3             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much

  4   for your comments, Rosemary.

  5             Anybody else have any comments before we end

  6   it?

  7             DIRECTOR TOMMY BEAUDREAU:  Well, I just want

  8   to thank everyone for their comments and for

  9   participating.  A lot of the comments were -- I mean,

 10   how heartfelt and how sincere and how significant the

 11   comments are really came through.  And I just can't tell

 12   you how much I appreciate and all of us here at BOEM

 13   appreciate you taking the time and sharing them with us.

 14             We've talked about -- we've had other meetings

 15   over the past week or so, and a lot of these same issues

 16   have been discussed in smaller settings.  This is a very

 17   sort of formal setting.  You know, you provide us

 18   comments and we listen.  And it's extremely useful, but

 19   I also found the smaller settings can be much more

 20   interactive and we can have sort of real human

 21   conversations to be useful as well.

 22             And so I appreciate you going through this

 23   formal process, but I don't want to leave you with the

 24   impression that this will be our only conversation or

 25   this is your only opportunity for input on all this.
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  1             Again, we've proposed a program that would

  2   have any potential leasing far down the record.  Part of

  3   the reason why we did that is to build in time for these

  4   types of sessions, but also what I consider even more

  5   productive smaller group sessions.  And so my staff will

  6   be here for that purpose, to gather information, collect

  7   traditional knowledge, inform our decision-making.  And

  8   I will be on the North Slope again soon myself.

  9             So, again, thank you very much.  I really

 10   appreciate your time.  I really appreciate the

 11   thoughtfulness and the sincerity you brought to

 12   everything you said tonight.  So thank you.

 13             DR. JIM KENDALL:  And with that, could we ask

 14   that someone give a closing blessing?

 15             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I do that for a living, so I

 16   might as well.

 17             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Good evening.  This is Point

 18   Lay.

 19             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Go ahead, Point Lay.

 20             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Our meeting was canceled due

 21   to our weather and there were other functions that night

 22   and we had canceled the meeting.  Would they be coming

 23   back to Point Lay for another village meeting?

 24             DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will see what we can do,

 25   Point Lay.  This is Jim Kendall.  It may be in person,
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  1   it may be a teleconference, but we're very sorry we

  2   didn't get there and we'll do what we can to absolutely

  3   get your input.

  4             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  All right.  Thank you.

  5             DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very much

  6   for dialing in.

  7             (Blessing given.)

  8             (Proceedings adjourned at 9:43 p.m.)
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