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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

DR JIMKENDALL: It's 20 after, so we are
going to start the neeting nowin just a mnute. Before |
make the introductions and go into any details, | want to
ask someone to give a blessing in just a mnute here.

Presi dent Doreen, can | ask you to give a blessing before
we start the neeting please?
(Bl essing offered by Doreen Lanpe.)

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very
much. Good evening and thank you for taking tinme out of
your busy day to join us. M nane is JimKendall. |'m
the Regional Director of the Al aska Regional Ofice of the
Bureau of COcean Energy Managenent, Regul ation and
Enforcenment. | knowthat's a long line there, but we just
go by BOEMRE

Now, one thing | noticed at some of our other
meetings is, as we got into the neeting, someone asked who
are you, where are you from just what are you. Well, we
are a federal government agency. W're part of the
Department of Interior. W are not an oil conpany. W
are not a nongovernnental organization. Qur job is to
manage the energy and mneral resources of the Quter
Continental Shelf. W pull the information together and
we pass it on to the decisionnmaker, in this case the
Secretary of the Interior,
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Now, what we are doing tonight is holding public
hearings on the Revised Draft Suppl enental Environmenta
Inpact sale for Lease Sale 193. Now, that's mouthful.

W are doing this neeting a little bit
different. Wat we are going to do is after | introduce
the team here, 1'mgoing to ask themto go through a
series of flip charts so that we all start fromthe sane
know edge base. GCkay? So this is alittle bit different.
W are going to provide a ot nmore information at the
begi nning so that when we get into public coment,
everybody has an idea of really why we are here.

Now, starting with introductions, at the front
table here 1've got Sharon Warren. Sharon is the project
manager for the supplemental EIS. Next to her is Mke
Routhier. Mke Routhier is the coordinator of the EIS
He takes all the parts and pieces and puts it together.

Now, as it's being put together, we have got to
make sure it flows and everybody understands it and al
the definitions are there. That falls on the back of
Scott Blackburn in the back there. Raise your hand,
Scott. Scott is not only a technical expert in what we
do; he is also a technical editor. So he tries to make
the docunent witten in a way that people can understand
It.

W al so have back there Mchael Haller. Mchae
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Hal ler is our community liaison. He helps us work with
the communities, like here in Barrow, to get your input.
V¢ al so have tonight with us Janes. Janes is a

translator. |f anybody feels sonething needs to be
translated, James has agreed to help us out. Al right.
Now, with that -- oh, | also have to introduce

Mary Vavrik. Mary Vavrik is our court reporter. Again,
everything that takes place at this neeting is very
inportant. GCkay. Qur job is to put together the
information that the Secretary and his team the

deci si onmaker, will make. So we put the information
together. W send it up top. Mary is instrunental to
make sure everything you say is entered. So please, when
you speak, speak |oud enough so it can be heard. State
your name so we can get that for the record. And if you
happen to have anything -- any witten coments, Mary wll
be happy to accept it.

Now, with that, we are going to go to a brief
introduction of why we're here. Again, thisis alittle
bit different fromthe way we usually do things. Ckay.

Now, I'Il give you a warning. After the little
briefing is done, to maximze public input and so that
everybody can hear, we are going to nove the chairs so
everybody sits in a circle. And then we are going to go
around the roomwth the mke as long as it takes until
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everybody feels they have had good input. [If we |eave
here tonorrow norning and someone didn't speak their
piece, we failed. It's very inportant that if you have
sonething to say, we hear it, whether it's at the
beginning or at the end. It just has to be said. Ckay?

Wth that, 1'mgoing to give the m crophone over
to Sharon. And Sharon, could you wal k us through what we
all need to know before we start getting to work.

M5. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and
wel cone. Can you hear me? Here we are. Like Jimsaid,
we wanted to go through and let you know why we're here.
And we have got sonme posters to explain why we're here and
what we would like fromall of you on this document.

Wiy we're here today, we get -- we need your
conments on the Revised Draft Supplenental Environmenta
| npact Statement for sale 193. The docunents are back
there on the table. W have docunments as well as we have
CDs of the documents. So if you haven't received one and
you woul d |ike one, please take one this evening.

VWhat was Lease Sale 193? Lease Sale 193, first
of all, we had done an environnental inpact statenment and
published it as final in 2007. 1In 2008 we had a | ease
sale. And at that |lease sale, we had six conpanies bid
on -- to explore for oil and gas. We offered 29.3 mllion
acres, and there was 487 | eases issued for about 2.8
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mllion acres.

Over here on this map is the area of the sale.
And this was the sale area that was out here in red. This
Is what we offered. There is some alternatives that
were -- there are sone alternatives, and you will find
that out in the supplenental EIS, that we offered off the
coast and there is an alternative -- this alternative is
Al ternative 3.

It was not -- the decision was nmade not to
select that alternative by the Secretary, and so that's
why you will see leases in this area here [indicating].
This alternative is on the table on this -- in this
docunment for the decision for the Secretary. He can
either decide to affirmthe entire sale area or he can
select this alternative and even with the leases init.
And we wi Il explain what kind of happens with that.

But this is the entire sale area that was
offered. And you can see the blocks that were |eased by
the six compani es.

Then what happened? Days before the |ease
sale -- the |l ease sale was offered on February 6, 2008,
but before that tine, the plaintiffs sued to validate the
| ease sale. They alleged that the EIS did not adequately
assess the environnental inpacts.

A In that litigation -- usually in litigation sonetimnes
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plaintiffs will ask for an injunction to stop the sale.
That was not asked for. So the sale was not stopped. It
continued on. And that's the reason why we have -- we
have this | ease sale is because the Court did not prevent
us fromholding it.

Then in July 2010, the District Court for the
District of Alaska ruled that nmost of the EI'S was
satisfactory, but there were three issues the agency
needed to address. And those issues were the Court said
the agency failed to anal yze the environmental inpacts of
natural gas devel opnent, despite industry interest and
specific | ease incentives for such devel opment.

In our notice of sale, we had a | ease incentive
that if they purchased a |ease for oil, then there was an
incentive for themto also produce the natural gas.
However, we didn't analyze that in the environnental
i npact statenent that was released in 2007. So the judge
said go back and anal yze that because you of fered
sonething that you didn't analyze in the environnental
i npact statenent.

The judge al so said that the agency failed to
determ ne whether mssing information identified by the
agency was rel evant or essential under the federal
regul ations and, in addition to that, failed to determne
whet her the cost of obtaining the mssing information was
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exorbitant or neans of doing so was unknown. The judge is
saying that we didn't follow the regulations that were
there for us to follow So he said go back and do it.

So we went back and we followed the Court's
order. W drafted a supplenental environnental inpact
statenent to address the three concerns. Many of you may
have attended the public hearing we had in Novenber here
on that document. And so we were addressing the Court
concerns with that docunent. And we got conments on the
draft SEIS. The conment period included public hearings
i n Kotzebue, Point Hope, Point Lay, Winwight, Barrow and
Anchorage, as well as a series of governnent-to-government
meetings at the affected conmmunities.

MR M CHAEL ROUTH ER.  So t he next
question is, was the draft SEIS finalized after that. And
the answer is actually no. In this situation, we put out
the draft document. W held the public meetings |ike we
are doing for this document tonight, and solicited public
conments. W received over 150,000 public coments.

Many of those requested that the agency consider
the environnental inpacts of a very large oil spill. This
was occurring on the heels of the Deepwater Horizon event.
A very large oil spill was on everyone's mnd, for obvious
reasons. So we, as an agency, reviewed the conments and
consi dered our options and decided that the best thing
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that we could do is to analyze a very large oil spil
scenari o.

And so that we do it correctly, we decided to
put it into an EIS formand add it to the draft SEI'S,
whi ch we al ready had.

So | mentioned a few tinmes now a very |arge oi
spill or VLOS or V-L-O-S. And that begs the question,
what is it? Well, like it says up here, it's a very large
oil spill. And basically it's a tool for us to analyze
and understand all the potential environnental effects
that could happen in the event that something goes
incredibly wong and there is catastrophic oil spill

It's a scenario. It's purely hypotheti cal
It's an extreme case. Basically, in developing this
scenario, our geologists who have the subject matter
expertise in these issues, were instructed to basically
consider or tell us what woul d be the |argest possible
flowrate fromany reservoir known in the Chukchi Sea

So they | ooked at basically any sort of variable
that would go into determ ning how fast the oil wll come
out or how big would the oil spill be. They nmaxim zed al
those variables, and we got a very large nunber. But that
coul d be good because it helps us understand all the
possi bl e environnental effects, and it acconplishes the
mai n goal here, and that is informng the decisi onmaker
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It is inportant to understand that the very
large oil spill is purely hypothetical, obviously. And
it's also different than another concept that you are
likely to hear in the context of our agency's work, that
term bei ng worst-case discharge. |'mnot sure everyone
here has ever heard that term But that termconmes from
our regulations. It's a termspecifically within our
regul ations, and it's a calculation that's required
whenever an oil conpany submts an expiration plan or
proposes to actually drill a well.

Now, that's not happening right now. R ght now
we are at the lease sale stage. |If some or all of the
| ease sale is reaffirnmed, then we could possibly go to the
next phase which would be an exploration plan phase. W
are not there yet. But if we get to that phase, within
the exploration plan fromthe oil conpany they would do a
wor st - case di scharge, which basically cal cul ates how big
an oil spill could be, but it also takes into account a
| ot of additional information that woul d be known at that
tine.

And by additional information, |I'mtalking about
a specific location, specific type of well using specific
t echnol ogy, having specific responses that would be on
hand. So it's a much nore detailed cal cul ation.

And basically our agency would then review that
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calculation as well as the rest of the exploration plan
that could potentially be submtted. W reviewthat and
make sure that it contains everything it needs to contain.
It does the analysis properly. W do that review before
deci di ng on whether to approve anyt hing.

M5. SHARON WARREN. So again, what input
does BCEMRE need? Again, this is in the |ease sale stage.
There are four stages in the OCS process. W have a
five-year program W have the |ease sale stage. W have
an exploration plan stage. And we have a devel opnent
production stage. W are at the |ease sale stage. So
this is a decision the Secretary will make, whether or not
to affirmthe | ease sale that has al ready happened in 2008
or make sone other changes concerning that |ease sale.

So we prepared the draft document, revised draft
suppl enental that addresses the issues raised by the Court
and the analysis of the environmental inpacts of a very
large oil spill. Wen we were here in Novenber, we had
just a document that was attributable to where we were
going to respond to the Court. This docunent has
information in total fromwhat we used to respond to the
Court, as well as the very large oil spill

So this document supplements -- it's a draft
suppl enent, and it's supplenmenting the final EI'S that was
prepared in 2007. So in references to sone of the -- in
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t he docunent you may see references to sections of the
final EIS. That was because that was already released in
2007, and this is just supplenmenting the information
that's in that docunent.

W are now seeking substantive comments on the
draft docunent. So if you have information that -- and
you want an opportunity to provide that information, this
is the time to do it. The public hearing and the public
conment period -- we are going around the conmmunities for
the public hearing like we are doing today. The public
conment period is open until July 11th. So we woul d ask
you to get your comments to us by July 11th. There is a
website to go to. W are using regulations.gov, but if
you go to this website, it will take you directly to the
regul ations. gov where you can submt your comments, and we
have instructions on the back table on how to submt
conment s using regul ations. gov.

And if you have got any questions after you take
a look at that, please talk to Scott Bl ackburn, and he can
answer questions concerning how to submt conments through
regul ations. gov.

So what happens after these hearings? First we
wi || consider the conments that we received through both
of the public hearings, as well as through the
regul ations.gov comments. W will prepare a fina
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suppl enental EI'S

This is on a court schedule. W are in
litigation with this docunent, and this litigation is
before Judge Beistline with the U S. District Court with
the District of Alaska. He issued an order on May 19th
saying, okay, you can do your very large oil spil
analysis, but you need to have the Secretary to make the
deci sion by Cctober 3rd of 2011.

In order for us to do that, we need to have the
final EI'S out at |east 30 days before the Secretary can
make his decision. And again, this is a |ease sale
deci sion whether to affirmthe | ease sale or to nodify and
make changes to the |ease sale; not to offer nmore |and,
but it will be within the confines of what was -- what was
first offered.

Once the Secretary nmakes his decision, both that
decision and the final SEISw || be filed with the
District Court. There will be a briefing schedul e
established by the plaintiffs as well as the defendants,
and it will go through the litigation process. The Court
wi || then deci de whether or not the agency has met its
obligations under the National Environnmental Policy Act
and the federal laws that we have to foll ow.

Again, this is on the |lease sale. This is not a
drilling plan. W are not even to the stage of the
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expl oration on there because before even any exploration
can take effect inthis areais, one, the Secretary has to
determne one way or the other that there is going to
remai n | eases out there; and also the District Court has
to decide whether or not we fulfilled our obligations
under NEPA. And then even that, the Court would have to
al | ow expl oration because right now the Court does not
al l ow expl oration or anything of activities |ike that on
the | ease.

And then there is further NEPA review. So even
after we go through this and it just -- there is a |ot of
ifs. If this, if this, if this. And even with the
exploration plan, there is additional NEPA reviewon it.
So it's another stage process.

And so that's what | wanted to say. Thank you

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch
Now the fun part starts. And since we have this many
people in the audience -- we had about the same anount in
Kot zebue. And we did sonething to try it and it worked
really, really good. First everybody said, |I don't think
so, but we tried it, and by the end of the night everybody
said, this is the way you have to do your meetings.

W took the chairs and we put themin a circle.
Everybody sat in the circle and we passed the m crophone
around. And you could either pass, pass it to the next
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person, and that person could say something or pass. And
we have kept going around till everybody agreed |'ve said
all | needed to say and I'mjust going to pass. And so
I"d kind of like to try that here. Wuld anybody be
real ly opposed if we just noved our chairs a little bit
and we coul d see each other's faces while we talk? Thank
you. | see Ceorge shaking his head yes. So let's make
the circle up here so our court reporter can see our faces
while we talk. Thank you. This will take about three
m nut es.

(O f the record.)

DR JI M KENDALL: Ckay, Friends. Let's
take our seats. | know we have a nice neeting in the
back. James, cone on up. | think we may have to make our
circle closer.

MR CEORGE EDWARDSON: People will cone
in.

DR JI M KENDALL: Ckay. Cood. GCkay. W
are going to start in 30 seconds. Now, usually the best
way to start is to start with someone in authority. And
soif it's all right, 1'd like to go to a new friend of
mne to see if she would like to start it off. And
Doreen, you are free to pass and pass the m crophone to
your right or you can speak now or speak later. It's up
to you. The mke is yours if you want it.
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MS. DOREEN LAMPE: M nane is Doreen
Lanpe. | live in Barrowall ny life. | amnmarried. |
have three kids and a couple of grandchildren. ['m
concerned about this draft supplenental EI'S because our
tribal members in Point Hope had to go the length to sue
the government to get their voices and their concerns
heard. And we had a nice little briefing this afternoon
with the 1 CAS board of directors fromour villages,
Nui gsut, Point Lay, and Point Hope where it was called on
such short noti ce.

But my main concern is the -- the reason we had
to sue, and it seemed |ike the government has had a blind
ear to our concerns. And even though it's not in our best
interest to sue the federal governnent, we had to listen
to our tribal nenbers in Point Hope. And there was a bad
year for themwhen they didn't catch any whales. And they
were screamng and hollering that the seismc activity
that was taking place in the Chukchi Sea was the main
reason that they were not catching whales in Point Hope.

And we were not being acknow edged. W were not
bei ng addressed or respected. So we had to join our
tribal sister governnment in Point Hope, one of our village
tribal governnents under ICAS. W had to join themin
this lawsuit in Lease Sale 193. And from our discussions
this afternoon, |'mnot sure that this draft supplementa
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EIS will answer the concerns that -- that our primary
communi ty nenbers of Point Hope, Native Village of Point
Hope have sued for is because of the hardship of the
access to their hunting and harvesting of our natural
resour ces.

And in briefly just |ooking at the table of
contents today, first time | seen this draft supplenental
El S today, of all the days when we are having a neeting
tonight, and |I'masked to comment on it in this very short
notice. And the biggest concern that | feel why we joined
-- why ICAS joined the Native Village of Point Hope's
| awsuit is because of the trouble, the trouble that
hunters have in accessing subsistence resources and trying
to get the attention of the governnment when big oil is
right there blasting away seismc air guns and scaring all
the gane away for mles around when this is the only one
chance to harvest those natural resources.

So I'mvery skeptical about this draft EIS,
suppl enental EIS. | didn't see any real teeth in assuring
hunters that they will mtigate the inpacts fromall four
stages of your programs, or five stages now, including the
five-year program

So I'mvery concerned about how difficult our
future hunters are going to have so nuch red tape and so
much traffic fromoil industry, so much interference that
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our ice cellars mght not get filled up. W mght not
have seal oil one year.

But | thank you for taking the opportunity to
sit at our tables with us and discuss your draft
suppl enental EIS this afternoon. And | hope that we can
work with you, that you can provide better access to our
hunters, better mtigation efforts for the hardships that
a hunter goes through when trying to provide food on the
table. That's my biggest concern for this offshore
drilling on Lease Sale 193 and why we had to go the length
to sue the federal government to get our concerns
addressed, our voices heard.

And | hope with this new Adm nistration that we
can work with the Obana Administration, the federa
cabi net nenbers. And thank you for comng up here.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Doreen
Next. Sir, you are welcone to pass or --
MS. EMVA POKON: Emma Pokon with the North

Sl ope Borough. | haven't cleared any comments with the
mayor's office, so |I'mspeaking on my own part, | guess.
| just wanted to, | guess, first acknow edge that your
meeting process seenms to have inproved since the last time
you were here with the Lease Sale 193 EIS. There wasn't
much in the way of information other than what was shared
verbal Iy for people who attended the neeting. So | want
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to say thank you for bringing maps and sone visuals to
hel p communi cate with people who are comng to | earn about
the work that you are doing.

And | also want -- was hoping that Sharon, you
could clarify quickly. In your presentation you had said
that there would be additional NEPA processes for the next
stages of the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act process,
and you specifically referred to the exploration plan.

In the past, BOEMRE, MV5, the sel ected NEPA
procedure was an environmental assessment followed by a
finding of no significant inmpact. And also the public
conment period is somewhat limted in part because of the
30-day time limt in OCSLA. So | was hoping, given that
you nentioned that in your presentation, that you could
follow up on that and lay out maybe the differences that
BOEMRE sees in the input process for right now versus the
expl oration plan stage.

MS. SHARON WARREN. (Ckay. Is that fine?
["I'l take the time now. Yes. At the |ease sale stage, we
do an environmental inpact statenment. And the purpose of
that environmental inpact statement is that we do tier, as
far as the National Environmental Policy Act says, that we
can use that docunent in the |ater process.

So with an exploration plan, if we do get an
exploration plan, the NEPA that we use to start out with
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is an environnental assessnent. That's what we do first.
And at that point in tinme we determ ne whether or not, in
that NEPA review of the environnental assessnent, is there
any significant effects that we have not already addressed
in the environnental inpact statenent.

If we have addressed themin the environnental
i npact statenent, then what we do is what they call a
finding of no new significant inpacts because they have
been addressed in the bigger environmental document. So
if we had -- if we find that there are significant effects
that we did not address, then what we would do is -- then
we would go to an environmental inpact statenent on the
expl oration.

So it's a tiered process with NEPA because NEPA

you do the lowest -- not the |owest, but you do an
envi ronment al assessnment, and that assesses whether or not
you had -- if there is a need to do an environment al

i npact statenment. And |ike Emma said, when we deem an
exploration plan submtted -- so a company submts their
exploration plan. W look at it internally, nake sure
they have all the information that's required by the
regul ations, and then we deemit submtted.

Once that's deemed submitted, there is a very
short public tine frame that we send it out because the
law requires us to either approve it or disapprove it
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within 30 days. So we have a real short time franme to
address that exploration plan. So that is why the public
conment period is -- it's usually, you know, a short
period of tinme.

W do put out a notice to prepare environnental
assessment with the exploration plan because the
expl oration plan goes out to stakeholders to review W
do do a notice of preparation of environmental assessment.
That's the opportunity for individuals and stakehol ders to
cone and provide commrents to us. W do not have the
environnental assessment out for public review So the
time for the public to get their concerns addressed is
when we issue that notice of -- a notice to prepare an
environnental assessment. That's the cue to provide us
your concerns so that they can be considered when we do
the environnental assessment. Does that answer that.

M5. EMVA POKON: So there is a possibility
at the exploration plan stage that if the agency finds
that there were potential inpacts that weren't considered
at the lease sale stage, that there would be a full EI'S
rather than just an EA. How woul d that work into the
30-day time lint?

M5. SHARON WARREN: Good question. W
haven't -- | haven't been there where we had faced t hat
where all the -- and it's just not inpacts. It has to be
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significant inpacts. So | haven't -- | don't have that
experience on how that would be figured in, so | can't
answer that, Emma.

DR JI M KENDALL: W have to work with the
attorneys on that.

M5. SHARON WARREN:  Attorneys and
everything else on howto work that into the bigger
pi cture.

M5. EMVA POKON:  And | guess anot her
fol l owup question is, | guess, if you are tiering from
the | ease sale EI'S, when you are |ooking at the
exploration plans, does that make, then, people's thoughts
or conmments about possible exploration plans rel evant at
the | ease sal e stage because of the tiering process?

M5. SHARON WARREN. W do | ook at the
scenarios that we have in the final EIS. | nmean, we do
| ook at what the -- how many explorations, what the
resource and devel opnment would be in the area. So yeah,
so if people have conments -- not only woul d we take them
at that point in tine, but we would al so take themat the
exploration tine.

But the approval of the exploration plan is
dependent on the environnental review, both, you know,
if -- whether or not it's addressed in the EIS that we did
prior toit, and then in the document that we are doing
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specifically for the exploration plan. Because the |ease
sale EISis very broad. It doesn't have specifics of

where sonebody is going to drill. So when we get an
exploration plan, that's where we have specific -- where
they are actually going to go out and drill, where the

well is going to be. So there is additional infornmation
there for us to do our NEPA on it we don't have at the
| ease sal e stage.

Soit's taking -- it's going froma very large
program like fromthe five-year to the |ease sale to the
exploration plan. So you are getting finite down to where
you are actual ly tal king about.

DR JI M KENDALL: Let's go back here.

MR ELI NUKIAPIGAK:  Hello. I'mEIi. I'm
a whaling captain fromMNuiqsut. | just got through
hosting a whaling feed for ny people in the Village of
Nuigsut. |'mon the other side in the Beaufort Sea from
t he Chukchi just around the corner fromus. It's all the
sanme Arctic Ccean to ne. \Whether it's the Beaufort or
Chukchi, it's all Arctic Ccean to ne.

That's the people of the whole North Slope's
garden. That's where we hunt and gather food in a short
period of tine, especially in the sunmertinme when
mgration of all different nmarine manmal s that cone to our
area. Some mght be lucky to get sone, some won't because
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the climate change is right now They're talking about
climate change right now It's already started. Qur
river, Colville River, is nowtwo weeks ahead of tine.
That's how changing in our river now in Nuigsut.

The first (lnupiaq) cone around, start to cone
at least one or two weeks earlier. That's the changing of
the mgrations, the animals and the |and and sea that we
depend on.

What kind of assurance are you giving me as a
subsi stence hunter if that full-blown exploration and
full-blown barges that will cone to our garden and to all
the marine mammal s that we depend on from one coast al
the way up to Canadian border? What kind of federal
assurance are you going to give ne if something of mass
destruction happens |ike just happened in GQulf of Mexico?
Wiat kind of assurance are you going to give ne if the
marine mammal s or the food chain die-off happen? What
wi || happen that you --

The traditional know edge of our Elders are
passing away real fast, and yet there is no -- the
scientific of the federal government and the I nupi at
scientists need to work together to address the need of
what -- nmost and do it right and conpronmise to help one
another so we will have our food on our table once we
start, because | have experience in the Beaufort Sea

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 26

Native ice. W lost three boats, and | was one of the
boats that was | ost because of boom project. Shell, they
do the same thing. Twenty years ago, it's the sane thing.
Now he's back there doing it -- what will happen now?
What kind of assurance does Shell have for our people if
sonething |ike mass destruction happens.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you
MR CEORGE EDWARDSON: My nane is Ceorge

Edwar dson. 1'mone of the councilnen for |nupiat
Community of the Arctic Slope. And to continue where El
just left, when an aninmal, bearded seal, polar bear,
whal e, beluga, when Point Hope misses it, then it
continues up to the east and Point Lay has a chance to go
after the same animals. And if they mss it, it continues
over. \ainwight then has a chance to attenpt to catch
that -- harvest that for their famly. And it continues
right on into Canada

This is the mgration routes of the seals we
hunt, walrus, the whales, polar bear. These are the
animal s we depend on.

And when you | ook at the Chukchi, you have to
| ook at it fromthis perspective. You mentioned VLGS,
very large oil spill. Okay. Let's look at a very large
oil spill.
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Before we do that, let's | ook at what happens to
oil when it hits the Arctic Qcean. W had a sanple of
that in the md 1940s when one of the Liberty ships
buil ding the DEWIines ran aground and was about to be
destroyed by the waves and the only way they saved that
Liberty ship at Lonely was to off-load its fuel, its
bunker oil. And then it killed the whole Admiralty Bay,
the | agoons, you know, going to the west fromLonely. It
killed the whol e ecosystemright there.

And then when the storm subsided, the oil that
was up in the high grounds, 50 years later a stormof the
sanme caliber hit again, and that bunker oil started
killing again. See, the problemwth oil in the Arctic
Ccean is the Arctic Ccean is cold, very cold in
tenperature. The light ends of the crude oil does not go
into vapor like it does in the Gulf of Mexico; the |ight
ends will, you know, disappear. In the Arctic they don't.

And just to show you how effective that cold is,
cold weather is, driftwood that's been sitting on the
beaches for over 100 years, the outside mght be rotting

but when you cut the wood inside, oil -- the sap actually
starts to flow again. That's how well the cold preserves
oil, whether it be tree sap or crude oil. And that's, you

know, that kind of danger we have to watch.
And when you | ook at the Arctic Circle -- you

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 28

see my son-in-lawright there with his mke, he's the
North Pole, and all the way around is the way the currents
flow. And then a piece of ice sitting here in front of ne
will go all the way around and cone back at ne in ten
years later and another ten years it will come back again
if it doesn't flow south between down in the north sea
flow ng south. That piece of ice don't go in that
direction. It continues in acircle. It keeps com ng
back to me every ten years.

Now, if you put a pollutant inside the water,
and a very large one, there it is. It's going all the way
around in acircle. It comes back at ne every ten years.
And you saw what happened 50 years later with bunker oil

And | ooking at that VOL, when you put it in
between Siberia and Alaska, in sumertime the currents
flow north. In springtine -- in springtine that's when
the salmon fingerlings hit the ocean and the currents take
themup in the north. And looking at a map Cceani a had
made of the tenperature gradients up to 168 mles fromthe
shore going north from Al aska and from Siberia and over
160 mles past Wangell Island north of Siberia, the
tenperature in this whole area was ideal tenperatures for
the fingerlings to be in.

And those of us that played in that ocean out
there in our younger days when we get over 100 mles out,
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we Will run into schools of sal non; sonetines sal non
sonetines other fish, nore than one species of salnon in
one big school. And | l|earned the dimensions fromthe --
fromthe Naval Arctic Research Laboratories' aerial photos
of these schools of fish. There was one school of fish
eight mles wide and 28 mles long, and these were all
juvenile sal non.

Just to show you how thick that school is, one
of ny uncles one tine drove his boat into it and could
only get about one-fourth of the way in, nine mles out
straight out in the ocean in the mddle of sumer, he
stepped out of his boat into the ocean, and he never went
hal fway up to his knees wal king on top of a school of
fish.

This is that fish that is in the Arctic that
goes to the Arctic when the currents in the -- when the
Bering Sea froze north in summer. This is the fingerlings
that went there. And when they mature, they flow south,
start to go back into their rivers where they originated
from

A few years back, the Yukon River did not get
its fish. And that was the sanme sunmer, that same spring
that the seismc was done in the Chukchi. And the sal non
that was supposed to have been going to the rivers south
of the Arctic Grcle scattered all across the North Sl ope
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and started going into our rivers up here that normally do
not get the large nasses of salmn. They all were -- the
mgration of the fish had been changed by the seismc.

And just to show you how powerful that seismc
was, when they were doing the seismic in the Chukchi in
the open water meetings in Anchorage, we |earned that
seism c being done in Banks Island in Canada had to shut
down because the background noise fromthe Chukchi was so
| oud they could not do their seismc, do their readings in
Canada. That's over 400 mles. Wat is it doing going
straight out in the ocean or further to the west?

These have to be considered. These have never
been | ooked at. But that salnon, when it does go into the
ocean, the currents do take it up north, and they cone up
north with their food. And then when belugas start
mgrating, when the seals start mgrating, polar bears,
this -- that big school mass is their food. And this
usual 'y goes fromPeard Bay 50 mles to the west of us to
over 160 mles past Wangell Island up to 200 mles wide.

The tenperature says this is where that sal mon
stock is. That's their nursery right in the mddle of
what you what you are calling the Chukchi |ease sale area.

Now, that mass of school, that big mass of
salmon in end of the '70s and the early part of the '80s,
there was an international organization conducted in
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Seward, Al aska. They called it the Bering Sea Synthesis.
And in that synthesis, there were 13 nations that dealt
with the Arctic OCcean. And they were explaining, you
know, what happens and what happens in the ocean and these
school s of fish and the currents that occurred. Right
there they showed the Bering Sea as one-third of the
world's fish stock

Let's take a look at all the fish on the whole
planet earth and give it a factor of one. Ckay. Just
because it's fish, we will call it one. And then when you
| ook at -- start |ooking at these school nasses, the
Bering Sea, you are | ooking at one-third of the world's
stock right there. Then you start |ooking at the world,
start looking around. W end up with the Pacific fire
rim The popul ation has gotten so big they have eaten
that fish stock up. That fish is not -- can't barely
reproduce itself. That's another third of the world's
fish.

And then let's start |ooking at the planet some
nmore, and then over there in the North Sea, there is
another third of the world s fish. That one right there,
about three years ago | went to Norway for an
i nternational organization on the Arctic Ccean and found
out there was an agreenent between Russia and Norway.

VWen one country fished in the North Sea, the
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ot her country did not fish because they understood if they
both -- if both countries fished, they would destroy that
third of the world s fish. So today when Norway fishes
one area in the North Sea, Russians do not fish. The
following year the Russians go out. That's the only way
they can preserve the next third of the world' s fish.

(kay. Now, we are looking at all the world's
fish: North Sea, the Bering Sea, and the Pacific Rim
Two-thirds of themare danaged. One-third is dead. And
in--inthe North Sea, the salmon is no |onger
harvest abl e because it's been overfished. But the bottom
fish are being negotiated on by these two big major
countries. Now, the last third of the world's fish is the
salmon and its nursery is the Chukchi. Your
responsibility is to make sure not just the |ease sales,
but what the ground -- what the ocean feeds people.

W are looking at the last third of the world's
fish. Are you going to let it be destroyed so a couple of
conpani es can profit? | mean, this is sonething you have
to seriously |look at when you | ook at the Arctic Ccean

| could talk all night, but I'lIl give sonebody a
chance to say sonething. And everything | gave you has
come in -- |'ve learned fromthe United States through the

Navel Arctic Research Studies or internationa
organi zations, you know, conferences conducted. The
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nunbers |'mtal king about are the United States' and ot her
maj or nations' nunbers. And all I'mdoing is rem nding
you of them

And ny problemis I've lived here, and the
ocean, the animals in the ocean, and ny relatives that
live up here, we have a very serious problem and we --
that is, we cannot live up here without the food from our
ocean. W are stuck with that food. You can't bring ne
beef and then nake nme |ive here and be healthy. | can't.
It will not happen. | need that fat fromthat aninal that
lives in the ocean. So this --

| need your help. We all need your help. So
toget her we can protect the last third of the world's
fish. And it's not oil that's going to feed us. It m ght
make us travel faster or a little bit longer, but it's not
going to keep us alive. And when you are |ooking at the
last third of the world' s fish, which also feeds, you
know, the seals | eat, the belugas, the bears, the aninals
| named, that's what | need. | need their fat. And they
get their fat fromthe salmon fingerlings.

And two years ago, NOAA had done sone studies on
the coast, and they found our coast filled wth sal mon
fingerlings, the fish | was saying that mgrated north
following the currents. | nmean, you are looking at this
information. It's not sonething new. It's something we
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have all been watching throughout our whole history as a
peopl e.

There is very few of us up here that live up
here that depend on this up here. W want to stay |onger.
W need our kids to live here after us. They have to be
here. And the only way they can do it is to make you, the
government, understand. W know legally you can't go
sel ling sonmething that don't belong to you

At the UN, we have al so cone to understand when
the United States says they are going to do sonething in
the Arctic, they always remnd the world we are under
their custodial care. You are taking care of us,
therefore, you can talk about the ocean. The United
States has not signed the | aw of the high seas.
Techni cal 'y speaking, the Arctic Ccean is not yours, it's
mne, the people that live here. And | amnot ready to
have ny hone destroyed.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, GCeorge.
Jamnes.

MR JAMES PATKOTAK: Thank you. M nane
is James Patkotak. | grew up here in Barrow, Al aska. |
| earned how to hunt fromthe ocean. Like George said,
that's our garden out there, and | |earned at a very young
age hunting oogruk, seal and the whale out there. Now
oi | industry comes up here and decides to | ook for oil out
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in the ocean. Wy don't the oil industries stay on |and.

Here is one concern that had been brought out by
the Mneral s Managenent Service before BOEMRE cane -- cane
to be. | remenber hearing a concern by one of the -- one
of our |eaders way back then. In case of a very large oi
spill, will the people be provided with food, Wite Mn
food? WIIl we -- will we be provided with necessary food
for our table, our children.

Now, there are about 10,000 Inupiats on the
North Sl ope al one, maybe nore. Now, will the federa
governnent be able to provide us with food each and every
day because we won't be able to eat nuktuk, eat the sea
we |ike, the oogruk? They are nourishing to our bodies,

very nourishing. | nyself, even after | have a hanburger
and French fries, I"'mstill yearning to eat some nore
because it doesn't fill nme up. The Wite Man food don't
fill me up as well as our Inupiat food does. So that's

been ny concern, and also it is a concern of many people
on the Sl ope.

Now, will that -- is that -- the EIS -- the E'S,
does that -- is it still in there, that concern that has
been brought out a while back when this used to be MVB?
"' mwondering about that. Look into that, and if you are
going to do the supplemental EIS, check it out. Make sure
it wll still stand. That's all | have. Thank you
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DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Janes. Now,
|"mgoing to wal k around here and pass the m crophone back
to Doreen, and she can start the cycle again. Doreen, you
can pass it on if you choose, or add to what you have
al ready said. Make sure everybody has a chance

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Thank you, Jim Doreen

Lampe, for the record. I1'mglad to see that there is
finally a provision regarding a scenario for a very large
oil spill. Every time there is a presentation given in

the past, the presentation usually ends with we don't plan
for the event of a very large oil spill because we plan on
prevention. Prevention of an oil spill is our plan. And
that was such a sorry statement if | ever heard one by an
oil conpany. And I'mvery glad to see that the federa
governnent has | earned sonething fromthe BP Gul f of
Mexico oil spill.

| don't know how many of you are on Facebook

but | just got technologically challenged wth Facebook,
and | read a comment on a Facebook that said if there was
a very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea, our housing

situation up here is so sorry, so bad for our own people,
how are we going to house 30,000 enpl oyees that are needed
to come up here to clean up the oil spill? That's how
sorry our housing is in the Arctic. W don't have no
trees.
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So I'mglad to see that the federal government
finally, after 30 years, inplenented a scenario in the EIS
for a very large oil spill. And | hope that it's taken
into consideration very seriously because we have been
trying to say over and over and over the oil conpanies
cannot clean up a very large oil spill in the Arctic.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Doreen

M5. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: | have a question
Can you hear me? Leandra, North Sl ope Borough, Departnent
of Wldlife Management. But |'m speaking on behal f of
myself. And | have a question about the very large oi
spill. And what -- so what happens? A lot of the
conclusions confirmthat it would be huge negative inpacts
to the environnent and to the Inupiat people if there is a
very large oil spill, so that's out. That's going to go
back to the courts. What's the judge's decision on that?
s there a scenario?

MS. SHARON WARREN. It will go -- this
document will be used by the Secretary of the Interior to
make his decision so, you know, | don't know what the
decision wi |l be of the Secretary of the Interior. But he
wi |l have all the information before him And that's why
we want your concerns and your positions on there so that
we can articulate that in our document to the Secretary so
he has all the information before himbefore he makes his
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deci si on.

MR. BEN GREENE: Al right. | will talk.
My name is Ben Greene. | work for the North Sl ope Borough
Pl anni ng Department, but like nmy cohorts here, | have not
vetted anything through the mayor's office, so | wll be
speaking as a private citizen. I'mgoing to follow up on
sone dial ogue that Emma had. And | really appreciate the
answers to the questions and the questions that have to do
with significant thresholds for NEPA anal ysis, when to
performan EIS versus an EA

And this question mght sound fam|iar because

it's the same question | asked last tine that you were up
here in Barrow. And it has to do with, was it the March
2010 GAO report having to do with significant threshol ds

and MMS -- the agency once known as MVS -- inplenentation
of NEPA. M5 responded to that GAO report policy to cone
up with a guidance docunent. | think it was originally

due Decenber 2010. And of course, in the meantime, the
Deepwat er Horizon occurred
Jim | think when you were up, you stated at the

time that that guidance docunent tal king about NEPA
threshol ds, talking about significant thresholds was
inminent. Is it still inmnent?

DR JIMKENDALL: I'mnot up to speed on
it right this second, but my understanding is that it's
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still noving forward. There are a |ot of people working
on it every day to make sure it lives up to what is
expected. You know, it's sonething we are taking very,
very seriously. As | say, | haven't seen the |atest
report on it, internal report, that is; but | know people
are working diligently to make it happen and to get it on
the Web. Does anyone know anyt hi ng?

["msorry. W can always get back with you, but
we didn't cone prepared to answer that question, other
than the fact that | have heard people talk about it and
peopl e were pushing on it as hard as they can.

MR. BEN GREENE: Ckay. Good. Thank you
very much. | appreciate the update

MR CEORGE EDWARDSON: H again. Ceorge
Edwardson. What | didn't do is tell you about ny
education and where | have worked in the past. 1968 I
captained the very first cleanup boat that ever came to
the State of Alaska. | had to change the systemso it
woul d work to pick up the oil in the water. And it only
pi cked up the heavy ends that floated to the top. The
light ends, |ike the gasoline and the diesel and the crude
oil and the natural gases fromthe cold weather, that
don't go -- evaporate up in the air, that remained in
solution, but the cleanup boat | had captained was for Pan
Anerican Petroleumin the Cook Inlet in 1968.
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In ny college education, 1'ma geologist. [|'ma
m ning and petroleumtechnician, and |'malso a certified
gas field operator with over 17 years of running a gas
field and having worked at Prudhoe Bay from the beginning
during the exploration. So | do know the industry and
what it does and how it operates.

And when you | ook at nmy education, it's nore
than most in the oil industry. | took that education to
find a way to try to find a way to protect my hone. And |
had worked for the -- our corporation, made an engineering
firmfor them and was in the process of going after the
of fshore devel opnent. Then | asked the board, if it's not
safe, what do | do? They told nme, if it's not safe, find
away to stop it and we will be right behind you. And
this is 1977,

And now we are in 2011, and the know edge the
industry has and the direction they are going has not
changed one bit.

They claimthey study, but where is it? W
don't see it. | haven't seen it. Like I said, | have the
degrees fromthe universities that says I'man oil man.
And when you | ook at VOL, very large oil spill, we all
have a slight understanding of the Arctic gyro, how the
Arctic Ccean goes around in a circle.

One year | cane up on one of the barrier
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i slands, and there was a couple of people studying the
birds that were living on the island in sunmertime. They
had a drift card, and it was froma university in the
northerneastern end of Australia. He showed ne the drift
card he picked up fromthe barrier islands. That's less
than 30 mles to the east of Barrow. And then he asked ne
how did this get there. | just happened to have a copy of
National Ceographic on the ocean's currents, and | showed
himhow it travel ed.

It was south of the south -- South America, went
on the west side of Africa, went north, west side of
Europe north, and then it got in in the North Sea and then
made the trip all the way around until it got to the
barrier island where it |anded. And that drift card had a
four-year date on it.

And the Gulf of Mexico, we all worry about that.
|"mexpecting to see that oil to the east of Barrow in not
too far in the future. The way that drift card was
traveling tells me.

And like | said, our Arctic Ccean is cold, so
the diesel and the gasoline don't evaporate out of it. So
it comes back to me every ten years. And then there is
that big nursery between Siberia and Al aska. Every tine
it comes around, it's going to hit that. And that's the
world's fisheries everybody better be worried about. M
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worries are the whales and the seals. The salnmon is your
food. | hope we all understand each other.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, GCeorge.
James.

MR JAMES PATKOTAK: What's -- what's
the -- what are the Feds going to do once the oil come up
to -- cone up to the Arctic that does spill down in the
Qlf of Mexico? Wwo is going to clean it up once it gets
up here? Once there is ice out on our ocean, what are the
Feds going to do? Do you have a plan? Does the Feds have
a plan for that? ['mstarting to wonder now.

Now, once the |ease sal es happen and the oil
industry goes and buy a spot where they are going to
drill, now, will the oil industry keep their word in
hiring locals to be out there drilling with themor are
they going to say the heck with them the Natives, saying
we are going to drill. W don't care what they say. |
mean, what -- that's the -- that's a question that often
peopl e ask, you know. What's going to happen? You know,
that's a big question. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Good questions. M ke,
if you could wal k over to this side of the room Again,
this is a technique we tried in Kotzebue, and we just kept
going around until everyone was confortable that they all
had their say. W don't want anybody to |eave the room

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 43

and feel that they got mssed or left out. GCeorge.

MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: | told them! could
talk all night if you were willing to listen to ne.

DR JI M KENDALL: And we have got |ots of
cof fee and goodi es.

MR CEORGE EDWARDSON: (Ckay. W are
talking oil and gas. W are talking about the Arctic.
And you have seen the gyro of the ocean. You see what oil
does when it hits, you know, the cold water. The |ight
ends do not evaporate like they do in the Gulf. That's
under st ood.

Now, another aspect, we have not touched all the
geol ogi cal and information, biological data you have
col l ected, you know, since the |ease sale are now
obsolete. You can't use those anynore because of today's
termeverybody is using global warmng. The Arctic Ccean
had been under a sheet of ice for the last 28- to 32,000
years. That ecosystemhad stabilized itself living in the
col d water.
Now the ice is almost all gone and that

famly -- that famly, that ecosystemnow i s goi ng through
a cultural shock. 1 call it a cultural shock because the
ice is no longer there covering it. And they had -- the
m croorgani snms that live in the ocean have adapted to the
col d.
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Now the heat is hitting them and on top of it
we have this seismc noise, we have this drilling noise.
Seismi c that when they send off a seismc boom the ships
are falling apart in between their seismc work. They are
rewel ding the ships over and over.

And I'mlistening to this fromthe people that
work on the ships. CQur narine manmal observers cone and
tell me when they get off fromthe boats that in between
the seismc works, the welders are busy keeping the ship
t oget her.

Now, this is supposed to be a harm ess boom
And when steel can come apart fromthe seismic, there is
sonet hing drastic going on in there someone i s not
bringing out. And the governnent is not willing to stick
its nose in there to see if it's really for real, even
t hough the other agencies bring out the point that when
the seismc boomis set off in the Chukchi, Banks Island
in Canada 400 mles to the east cannot do their seismc
wor k because of the background noi se.

Now, what's happening to all the animals in
between? |If | shoot a Steller's eider or one of those
endangered birds, I'd go to jail for ten years right now
You will not hesitate to |lock ne up, the Feds won't. \hat
happens to the industry when they destroy whole flocks of
themlike that? | nean, there is sone heavy-duty
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discrimnation going onto me as a subsistence hunter
versus, you know, the industry who can nmake a few dollars
for the State and the federal governnent just because they
are wlling to pay the State and Feds some noney. [It's
okay to do that kind of damage?

The snow geese that used to be in the barrier
i sl ands when Prudhoe Bay first started to be devel oped
di sappeared from Alaska. In 2000 | was in Alberta in Fort
McMurray checking out a gas field operating school over
there, and while | was there, the Canadian, you know,
wildlife was trying to figure out where all these snow
geese cane from and they had al ready destroyed the
summering place of the snow geese, the Canada snow geese
because the popul ati on had exploded. D d anybody get
fined for that? Not a single individual or company.

And the snow goose is a very shy animal, and it
don't like to stay around people and noi se.

DR JI M KENDALL: Again, we are going to
continue to go around until sonebody does not take the
m crophone. Making sure everybody gets a fair shake.
Janes is not going to di sappoint ne.

MR JAMES PATKOTAK: | feel this is a very
inportant gathering for our people. This is our lives
that the oil industry -- it's our livelihood. You know,
it's very inportant that we express our -- express our
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feelings for our Inupiat people.

And |'ve heard so nuch negative stuff cone out
of our local people here regarding the oil industry when
they are working out in Prudhoe Bay. Wen they are out in
the ocean, they got these negative reports back to us when
we gather in our own little circles now and then. People
tal k about the oil industry, how the Inupiats are being
treated by the oil industry.

Now, hopefully, with the industry out in our
garden, hopefully our local people get trained to be
captains of these drilling ships to keep their ears and
eyes out for our local people. Be top dogs in our -- in
the oil industry -- one great day, huh? | hope our
| nupi at people get to that point and get even nore
serious, nore serious than we are now.

Wth that, 1'"'mgoing to close. Thank you

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Janes.
Anybody el se wishes to speak?

MR CEORGE EDWARDSON: Let's finish off.
Ckay. Let ne finish it off.

DR JI M KENDALL: (kay. Ceorge.

MR CEORGE EDWARDSON:  \Wen Trans- Al aska
Pipeline was in the process of being built and the EI'S was
conducted and in that EIS the U S. federal governnent
guaranteed one major spill in its transportation system
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and it came about 20 years after it had been flow ng. And
that was the Exxon Val dez. Now, we were guaranteed that
spill when the pipeline was in the process of being built.
That was a guarantee given and, sure enough, the federal
governnent kept their prom se. They had Exxon Val dez.

And then when they done -- in the '80s when they
first attenpted to do their offshore drilling up here in
t he Chukchi when the first EIS cane, we were guaranteed
one and one-third major oil spill. Exxon Valdez said you
keep your word. Now you guarantee me a one-and-one-third
maj or spill. You have killed the ocean with a one-third
spill. Your whole mgjor spill had guaranteed that it
can't stand back up again.

Now, this is what |I'm|ooking at when | | ook at
the United States and its promses and its EIS. You give
us an EIS right here, which we saw for the first tine
today, and we are supposed to be sitting here conmenting
on that. And when you | ook at us throughout the whole
North Slope, | don't think there is even two handful s of
peopl e that can read those books and understand what it's
saying because we are a subsistence people.

VWat are we going to do? Do we have to secede
or what in order to stay alive? W are Anericans, just
like you are. | have a right to live like the way | want
to live, and ny parents, going on back, they tell us we
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have lived here on this piece of land -- this is the
seventh lIce Age we are comng out of, according to the old
stories we have. Is this going to be ny last ice age?
VWhat gives?

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, GCeorge.

MR. JAMES PATKOTAK: One nore thing. |
wonder if -- | wonder how the oil industry would think and
| wonder how the Wiite Man would think if we decide to
give theman EIS. | nean, |I'll give you an environnenta
i npact statenent because you are coming up to our |and
here. |'m-- we are going to require you to fill out an
EIS for us. | wonder howit would turn out. That's all

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Janes.
Anyone else? | may have to close the meeting a tiny bit
early.

MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: | think we got the
message through, didn't we?

DR JI M KENDALL: Ceorge, | think you got
the nessage through. Thank you. |If there are no -- any
other -- aha. W were going to close, but if we have
anot her person who would like to speak --

MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yes, we would |ove
to speak.

M5. QAIYAAN OPIE: Sorry. | was going to
drop by and see if anybody was still here.
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DR JI M KENDALL: We are still here.
There is tinme to nmake a conment, if you would |ike

M5. QAI YAAN OPIE: (Ckay. Sure.

MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Just say it from
the heart and | et them have it.

M5. QAI YAAN OPIE: (Ckay. Sure.

DR JI M KENDALL: You can have a seat.
Have a seat and get confortable.

M5. QAIYAAN OPIE: |'d prefer to stand.
Thank you. So |I'm Qaiyaan Opie. | amthe natura
resources director for 1CAS. This is ny one-year-old
daughter. Couldn't find a sitter. s just stopping by
here to make sure if anyone was here. | thought it m ght
have been over, but |'mglad | caught the tail end of it.

| know we nmet earlier today, and | got quite

a-- quite a bit, alot of information regarding the Lease
Sale 193. And | did want to comment that since | have
been working for ICAS, which has been since about the tai
end of Novenber, just last year, so for about six nonths
now, | was really pleased and very refreshed to see the
outlay of the presentation.

And as | stated earlier with the first question
on the board being what are we here for, is a great step
in taking that |evel of communication to these public open
meetings to a different |evel where people do feel nore
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confortabl e knowi ng that they are a part of the coments
bei ng made and knowi ng exactly what the presentation
enconpasses in that sense. So | really appreciate that.
Thank you.

| also did want to comment that | know BCEMRE at
this point is kind of going above and beyond what the
judge mandates in this sense in going beyond to take the
extra effort to come and have the community and our
agenci es involved. So thank you very nuch

And we do have some conments, and this is on
behal f of 1CAS here. And I'll just kind of read verbatim
here since | don't really have nuch to say personally at
this moment. | didn't quite catch the full conversation
here.

So first of all, we do thank you for updating
the previous supplenental EIS fromlast fall. Wile the
EIS is nuch inproved, ICAS still does have many concerns
about the analysis and whether the | ease sal e shoul d nove
forward

Qur first point here is the baseline information
and that ICAS, it's been pretty well known that we, as
well as a |ot of agencies, have |ong advocated that the
governnent must have baseline information about the area
of OCS before authorizing work there. The EIS and the
recent USGS report both denonstrate that critica
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information is mssing. And we ask that the governnent
ensure it has nore information about the Chukchi and the
i nportant natural resources before deciding where to sel
of fshore oil and gas leases in this area.

Nurmber two regarding oil spill, we appreciate
the updated information on a very large oil spill, VLCS --
adding to the list of acronyms that |'m becom ng
accustomed to -- that is included in the EIS. This
anal ysis shows the very far reaching and devastating

i npact of a spill in the Chukchi, but does not answer our
questions, which are: Are the oil and gas companies
capabl e of cleaning up a spill in Arctic waters with ice

hurricane force wi nds, darkness, and other challenging
conditions? Should they be allowed to explore if they
have not shown that they are capable of a cleanup

The next question: WII oil and gas conpanies
have to be able to drill sane season relief wells? A so
what will the response time be for such a spill with the
nearest Coast Cuard office over a thousand miles away?
And will the Coast CGuard have ice breakers and ot her
vessel s to be able to assist in cleaning up a spill? And
what will the oil and gas conpanies and the government do
i f subsistence resources are not available for Chukchi
villages who cannot afford to |ive off of store-bought
f oods.
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Lastly, here is climte change. Conparing the
inpacts to our climate fromthe | ease sale to a worldw de
baseline is not appropriate when our comunities are
al ready being inpacted by climte change. CQur ice cellars
here are rapidly melting |ike they haven't before, and our
sea ice is changing. | can very confortably say
dramatical |y because | recently just turned 30 and |
mysel f consider that old, but to ny conmmunity and mny
mentors it's fairly young. But | knowthat inny life
span | have been able to see this happen before ny eyes.
So it is very real and very here and happening very
rapidly.

Al'so we must change our subsistence activities
to respond to this climte change and you nust address the
inpacts of climate change here and not just conpared to
the rest of the world. And also cumulative inpacts -- the
analysis of cunul ative inpacts nmust be expanded. The
definitions of past, present, and foreseeabl e inpacts need
to be expanded. The geographi c range consi dered needs to
be broader for mgratory species |ike the bowhead whal e.

Significant thresholds. How the environmental
i npact statenent defines significant inpacts to different
resources is unlawful. You are requiring substanti al
violations of federal |aw before an inpact is considered
to be significant. These definitions need to be rewitten
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so that significant inpacts are recognized before federal
law i s broken

And nore alternatives and a hard | ook at the
inpacts are required. W appreciate the inclusion of
additional qualification in the EI'S on bowhead whal es,
very large oil spills, and natural gas devel opnent. This
information has not changed the outcome. This information
has not been used to devel op a reasonabl e range of
alternatives. This information has not been given a hard
l ook in the analysis. And actual analysis of a reasonable
range of alternatives and a hard | ook at the new
information is necessary before | eases are sol d.

And these are sone cumul ative points that |CAS
wanted to make. So | wanted to present that. And |I'm
sitting here wondering, oh, no, what if somebody was here
and already and did that. Have they?

MR CGEORGE EDWARDSON:  You did good.

DR JIM KENDALL: No, that's fine. Thank
you.

M5. QAI YAAN OPIE: Ckay. Yeah, so thank
you very nuch

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch
You were going to grab, say sonething. Anyone else would
like to say --

MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  One last time on

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 54

the Coast Guard. She brought out the Coast Guard. |'m
glad she did. W have two super icebreakers that the
United States has, and it's only two in the Arctic. And
if you have ever watched that TV show The Deadliest Catch,
the Coast CGuard is working to its maxi mum where it's --
where it takes care of our fishernmen down south on the
south of where we |ive.

And every time winter begins, the first thing
the Coast Guard -- the first things to | eave are the Coast
Quard, and we don't see themuntil spring. This has been
the habit of the U S. Coast CGuard. This is not to
bad-mouth them Those are very fine people there. You
can't ask for better people than the ones that are in
there. They |eave because they cannot deal with the ice.
The United States' so-called super icebreakers cannot
handle the ice in winter. They [eave. And what have you
to replace and allow the industry to stay in wnter when
the Coast CGuard can't even -- don't even have the nmanpower
to stay?

And another thing | forgot to nmention earlier
we have to deal with the environmental inpact statenent.
Ve have to deal with the federal government. And our
dollars we receive are to do social service dollars, and
we cannot use those nonies for such work as, you know, to
deal with you when you cone. You need to put -- you are
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taki ng money away from our social services funds, putting
us in violation with our contract with the United States
in order to attenpt to protect our environnent.

So you, as an agency, better find sone dollars
for our Native villages and our regional governnents so we
can deal with such issues as these EISs. Your EI'S, first
time we seen it today we are commenting on it. W haven't
even had tine to read the first page.

Now, is that how we do environmental inpact
statenents in the U S. now?

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, GCeorge.

MR MKE HALLER Other conments?

DR JI M KENDALL: Anyone el se? (oing
once, going twce --

M5. RACHEL EDWARDSON: Coul d you do an
i ntroduction, have everybody introduce thensel ves?

DR JI M KENDALL: That woul d be an
excellent idea. That would be great. M nane is Jim
Kendal . 1'mthe Regional Director for the regional
office of the Bureau of COcean Energy Managenent,

Regul ation and Enforcenent of the Departnent of Interior.

MR M CHAEL ROUTHER M name is M ke
Routhier. | also work in the A aska Region for BCEMRE,
and | work as an EI'S coordinator, so | help put together
t hese docunents.
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M5. SHARON WARREN: | am Sharon Warren.
" mthe program analysis officer in the Al aska Region, and
on this project I'mthe project manager for the SEI'S for
the Al aska Region of BCEMRE.

MR. CRAI G BLANCHARD: M nane is Craig
Bl anchard. | work for Shell. 1'ma SIMOPS coordinator
and conmmunity |iaison here in Barrow.

MR. JOHN MAKETA: M nane is John Maketa.
I"ma contractor for Shell. 1'ma logistics consultant,
and by trade I'ma nmarine engineer, so | have -- | told
Ceorge | did five years in the Coast Guard up here and |
worked on the SIDSrig, the SDC. | was a barge naster and
an engineer, and | worked for Crowley at Caco. So I kind
of spent about 20 years up here kicking around. |'m based
here in Barrow for Shell, and | can answer a |ot of these
questions if anybody wants to stop in the office on
| ogistics or |ocal hire issues, too.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Gentleman in
t he back there.

MR HAL SALZMAN: Hal Sal zman, Rutgers
Uni versity, just observing.

M5. EMVA POKON:  Enmma Pokon fromthe North
Sl ope Borough Law Depart ment .

MR BOB MERCIER  Bob Mercier, North Sl ope
Bor ough search and rescue pilot.
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MR SCOIT BLACKBURN: |'m Scott Bl ackburn,
and I'mwth the A aska Region of BOEMRE, as well. I|'ma
technical editor and witer.

M5. QAI YAAN OPIE:  Qaiyaan Opie, |CAS,
| nupi at Community of the Arctic Slope, National Resources
Director.

MR CGEORGE EDWARDSON:  Again, ny nane is

CGeorge Edwardson. 1'mone of the councilnen for |nupiat
Community of the Arctic Sl ope.
MR MKE HALLER |1'm Mchael Haller. I'm

the community liaison for the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent, Regul ation and Enforcenent for the Al aska
Regi on.

MR. JAMES PATKOTAK: |'m Janes Pat kot ak.
| worked for |CAS as a natural resource director nyself.
Currently I am-- | work for KBRWradio station. |I'ma
DJ.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | recogni ze your
voi ce.

DR JIM KENDALL: And with that, if there
are no other conments, | would officially |ike to close
this meeting on the public hearing for the revised
suppl enental EIS. | want to thank you all for comng out.
| know there is a whale celebration tonorrow. And |I'm
really pleased we had sone fol ks here because | knowit's
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a really inportant celebration tonorrow.
Thank you all for com ng, and your input has
been inval uable. And have a good evening.
(Proceedings adjourned at 8:50 p.m)

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O oo ~NOoO O wWwN P

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 59

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2011.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
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; Us. Department of A; :;P; i : iR;:? NCES 1 Now, what we are doing tonight is holding public
o ' 2 hearings on the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental
3 Eﬁaeéﬁf 8fr cgcmeeﬁtn; Energy Management. Regul ation 3 Impact salefor Lease Sale 193. Now, that's mouthful.
4 Dr. Jim Kendal | 4 We are doing this meeting alittle bit
> Alaska Regional Director 5 different. What we are going to do is after | introduce
6 Eng?gm\M‘Ng;gger 6 the team here, I'm going to ask them to go through a
7 M chael Rout hi er 7 seriesof flip charts so that we all start from the same
8 El'S Coor di nat or 8 knowledge base. Okay? So thisisalittle bit different.
9 Scott Blackburn L Editor 9 Weare going to provide alot more information at the
10 M chael Hal | er 10 beginning so that when we get into public comment,
11 Communi ty Liai son 11 everybody has an idea of really why we are here.
12 12 Now, starting with introductions, at the front
13 13 table here I've got Sharon Warren. Sharon is the project
14 14 manager for the supplemental EIS. Next to her is Mike
15 15 Routhier. Mike Routhier isthe coordinator of the EIS.
16 Taken by: Mary A Vavrik, RMR 16 Hetakesall the parts and pieces and puts it together.
17 17 Now, asit's being put together, we have got to
18 BE IT KNOM that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |18 make sureit flowsand everybody understandsit and all
19 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before |19 thedefinitionsarethere. That fallson the back of
20 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |20 Scott Blackburnin the back there. Raiseyour hand,
21 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 21 Scott. Scott isnot only atechnical expert in what we
22 22 do; heisalso atechnical editor. So hetriesto make
23 23 the document written in away that people can understand
24 24 it
25 25 We also have back there Michael Haller. Michael
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 Haller isour community liaison. He helps us work with
2 DR. JIM KENDALL: It's 20 after, so we are 2 the communities, like here in Barrow, to get your input.
3 going to start the meeting now in just aminute. Beforel 3 We dso have tonight with us James. Jamesisa
4 make the introductions and go into any details, | want to 4 trandator. If anybody feels something needsto be
5 ask someoneto give ablessing in just a minute here. 5 trandlated, James has agreed to help us out. All right.
6 President Doreen, can | ask you to give ablessing before 6 Now, with that -- oh, | al'so have to introduce
7 we start the meeting please? 7 Mary Vavrik. Mary Vavrik isour court reporter. Again,
8 (Blessing offered by Doreen Lampe.) 8 everything that takes place at this meeting is very
9 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very 9 important. Okay. Our job isto put together the
10 much. Good evening and thank you for taking time out of 10 information that the Secretary and his team, the
11 your busy day tojoinus. My nameisJim Kendal. I'm 11 decisionmaker, will make. So we put the information
12 the Regional Director of the Alaska Regional Office of the 12 together. Wesend it up top. Mary isinstrumental to
13 Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and 13 make sure everything you say is entered. So please, when
14 Enforcement. | know that's along line there, but we just 14 you speak, speak loud enough so it can be heard. State
15 go by BOEMRE. 15 your name so we can get that for therecord. And if you
16 Now, one thing | noticed at some of our other 16 happen to have anything -- any written comments, Mary will
17 meetingsis, aswe got into the meeting, someone asked who 17 be happy to accept it.
18 areyou, where are you from, just what are you. Well, we 18 Now, with that, we are going to go to a brief
19 areafederal government agency. We're part of the 19 introduction of why we're here. Again, thisisalittle
20 Department of Interior. We are not an oil company. We 20 bit different from the way we usually do things. Okay.
21 arenot anongovernmenta organization. Our jobisto 21 Now, I'll giveyou awarning. After thelittle
22 manage the energy and mineral resources of the Outer 22 briefing is done, to maximize public input and so that
23 Continental Shelf. We pull the information together and 23 everybody can hear, we are going to move the chairs so
24 we passit on to the decisionmaker, in this case the 24 everybody sitsin acircle. And then we are going to go
25 Secretary of the Interior. 25 around the room with the mike as long as it takes until
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everybody feels they have had good input. If weleave
here tomorrow morning and someone didn't speak their
piece, wefailed. It's very important that if you have
something to say, we hear it, whether it's at the
beginning or at the end. It just hasto be said. Okay?

With that, I'm going to give the microphone over
to Sharon. And Sharon, could you walk us through what we
all need to know before we start getting to work.

MS. SHARON WARREN: Thank you, and
welcome. Can you hear me? Herewe are. Like Jim said,
we wanted to go through and let you know why we're here.
And we have got some posters to explain why we're here and
what we would like from al of you on this document.

Why we're here today, we get -- we need your
comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement for sale 193. The documents are back
there on the table. We have documents as well as we have
CDs of the documents. So if you haven't received one and
you would like one, please take one this evening.

What was Lease Sale 193? Lease Sdle 193, first
of al, we had done an environmental impact statement and
published it as final in 2007. In 2008 we had alease
sale. And at that lease sale, we had six companies bid
on -- to explore for oil and gas. We offered 29.3 million
acres, and there was 487 |eases issued for about 2.8
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plaintiffswill ask for an injunction to stop the sale.
That was not asked for. So the sale was not stopped. It
continued on. And that's the reason why we have -- we
have this lease sale is because the Court did not prevent
us from holding it.

Then in July 2010, the District Court for the
District of Alaskaruled that most of the EIS was
satisfactory, but there were three issues the agency
needed to address. And those issues were the Court said
the agency failed to analyze the environmental impacts of
natural gas development, despite industry interest and
specific lease incentives for such development.

In our notice of sale, we had alease incentive
that if they purchased alease for oil, then there was an
incentive for them to aso produce the natural gas.
However, we didn't analyze that in the environmental
impact statement that was released in 2007. So the judge
said go back and analyze that because you offered
something that you didn't analyze in the environmental
impact statement.

The judge also said that the agency failed to
determine whether missing information identified by the
agency was relevant or essential under the federal
regulations and, in addition to that, failed to determine
whether the cost of obtaining the missing information was
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million acres.

Over here on this map is the area of the sale.
And thiswas the sale area that was out herein red. This
iswhat we offered. There is some alternatives that
were -- there are some alternatives, and you will find
that out in the supplemental EIS, that we offered off the
coast and there is an alternative -- this alternative is
Alternative 3.

It was not -- the decision was made not to
select that alternative by the Secretary, and so that's
why you will seeleasesin this area here [indicating].
This aternative is on the table on this -- in this
document for the decision for the Secretary. He can
either decide to affirm the entire sale area or he can
select this alternative and even with the leases in it.
And we will explain what kind of happens with that.

But thisisthe entire sale area that was
offered. And you can see the blocks that were leased by
the six companies.

Then what happened? Days before the lease
sale -- the lease sale was offered on February 6, 2008,
but before that time, the plaintiffs sued to validate the
lease sale. They aleged that the EIS did not adequately
assess the environmental impacts.
A Inthat litigation -- usually in litigation sometimes
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exorbitant or means of doing so was unknown. Thejudgeis
saying that we didn't follow the regulations that were
there for usto follow. So he said go back and doit.

So we went back and we followed the Court's
order. We drafted a supplemental environmental impact
statement to address the three concerns. Many of you may
have attended the public hearing we had in November here
on that document. And so we were addressing the Court
concerns with that document. And we got comments on the
draft SEIS. The comment period included public hearings
in Kotzebue, Point Hope, Point Lay, Wainwright, Barrow and
Anchorage, as well as a series of government-to-government
meetings at the affected communities.

MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER: So the next

question is, was the draft SEIS finalized after that. And
the answer is actually no. In thissituation, we put out
the draft document. We held the public meetings like we
are doing for this document tonight, and solicited public
comments. We received over 150,000 public comments.

Many of those requested that the agency consider
the environmental impacts of avery large ail spill. This
was occurring on the heels of the Deepwater Horizon event.
A very large ail spill was on everyone's mind, for obvious
reasons. So we, as an agency, reviewed the comments and
considered our options and decided that the best thing
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1 that we could do isto analyze avery large oil spill 1 caculation aswell astherest of the exploration plan
2 scenario. 2 that could potentially be submitted. We review that and
3 And so that we do it correctly, we decided to 3 makesurethat it contains everything it needs to contain.
4 putitinto an EISform and add it to the draft SEIS, 4 |t doesthe analysis properly. We do that review before
5 which we already had. 5 deciding on whether to approve anything.
6 So | mentioned afew times now avery large oil 6 MS. SHARON WARREN: So again, what input
7 spill or VLOS or V-L-O-S. And that begs the question, 7 doesBOEMRE need? Again, thisisin the lease sdle stage.
8 whatisit? Well, likeit saysup here, it'savery large 8 There arefour stagesin the OCS process. We have a
9 oail spill. And basicaly it'satool for usto analyze 9 five-year program. We have the lease sale stage. We have
10 and understand all the potential environmental effects 10 anexploration plan stage. And we have a development
11 that could happen in the event that something goes 11 production stage. We are at the lease sale stage. So
12 incredibly wrong and there is catastrophic oil spill. 12 thisisadecision the Secretary will make, whether or not
13 It'sascenario. It's purely hypothetical. 13 to affirm the lease sale that has already happened in 2008
14 It'san extreme case. Basically, in developing this 14 or make some other changes concerning that lease sale.
15 scenario, our geologists who have the subject matter 15 So we prepared the draft document, revised draft
16 expertisein these issues, were instructed to basically 16 supplemental that addresses the issues raised by the Court
17 consider or tell uswhat would be the largest possible 17 and the analysis of the environmental impacts of avery
18 flow rate from any reservoir known in the Chukchi Sea. 18 largeoil spill. When we were here in November, we had
19 So they looked at basically any sort of variable 19 just adocument that was attributable to where we were
20 that would go into determining how fast the oil will come 20 going to respond to the Court. This document has
21 out or how big would the oil spill be. They maximized all 21 informationin total from what we used to respond to the
22 thosevariables, and we got avery large number. But that 22 Court, aswell asthe very large oil spill.
23 could be good because it helps us understand all the 23 So this document supplements -- it's a draft
24 possible environmental effects, and it accomplishes the 24 supplement, and it's supplementing the final EIS that was
25 maingoa here, and that isinforming the decisionmaker. 25 prepared in 2007. Soin references to some of the-- in
Page 11 Page 13
1 It isimportant to understand that the very 1 the document you may see references to sections of the
2 largeoil spill is purely hypothetical, obviously. And 2 final EIS. That was because that was already released in
3 it'salso different than another concept that you are 3 2007, and thisisjust supplementing the information
4 likely to hear in the context of our agency's work, that 4 that'sin that document.
5 term being worst-case discharge. 1'm not sure everyone 5 We are now seeking substantive comments on the
6 here has ever heard that term. But that term comes from 6 draft document. So if you have information that -- and
7 our regulations. It's aterm specifically within our 7 you want an opportunity to provide that information, this
8 regulations, and it's a calculation that's required 8 isthetimetodoit. The public hearing and the public
9 whenever an oil company submits an expiration plan or 9 comment period -- we are going around the communities for
10 proposesto actualy drill awell. 10 the public hearing like we are doing today. The public
11 Now, that's not happening right now. Right now 11 comment period isopen until July 11th. So we would ask
12 weareat thelease sale stage. If some or al of the 12 vyouto get your commentsto us by July 11th. Thereisa
13 lease saleisreaffirmed, then we could possibly go to the 13 websiteto goto. We are using regulations.gov, but if
14 next phase which would be an exploration plan phase. We 14 you go to thiswebsite, it will take you directly to the
15 arenot thereyet. But if we get to that phase, within 15 regulations.gov where you can submit your comments, and we
16 theexploration plan from the oil company they would do a 16 haveinstructions on the back table on how to submit
17 worst-case discharge, which basically calculates how big 17 comments using regulations.gov.
18 anoil spill could be, but it also takes into account a 18 And if you have got any questions after you take
19 lot of additional information that would be known at that 19 alook at that, please talk to Scott Blackburn, and he can
20 time. 20 answer questions concerning how to submit comments through
21 And by additional information, I'm talking about 21 regulations.gov.
22 asgpecific location, specific type of well using specific 22 So what happens after these hearings? First we
23 technology, having specific responses that would be on 23 will consider the comments that we received through both
24 hand. Soit'samuch more detailed calculation. 24  of the public hearings, as well as through the
25 And basically our agency would then review that 25 regulations.gov comments. We will prepare afinal
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1 supplementa EIS. 1 person, and that person could say something or pass. And
2 Thisison acourt schedule. Wearein 2 we have kept going around till everybody agreed I've said
3 litigation with this document, and thislitigation is 3 dl | needed to say and I'm just going to pass. And so
4 before Judge Beistline with the U.S. District Court with 4 I'dkind of liketo try that here. Would anybody be
5 theDistrict of Alaska. Heissued an order on May 19th 5 redlly opposed if we just moved our chairs alittle bit
6 saying, okay, you can do your very large oil spill 6 and we could see each other's faces while we talk? Thank
7 analysis, but you need to have the Secretary to make the 7 you. | see George shaking his head yes. So let's make
8 decision by October 3rd of 2011. 8 thecircle up here so our court reporter can see our faces
9 In order for usto do that, we need to have the 9 whilewetalk. Thank you. Thiswill take about three
10 final EISout at least 30 days before the Secretary can 10 minutes.
11 makehisdecision. And again, thisisalease sale 11 (Off therecord.)
12 decision whether to affirm the lease sale or to modify and 12 DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay, Friends. Let's
13 make changesto the lease sal€; not to offer more land, 13 takeour seats. | know we have a nice meeting in the
14 but it will be within the confines of what was -- what was 14 back. James, comeon up. | think we may have to make our
15 first offered. 15 circlecloser.
16 Once the Secretary makes his decision, both that 16 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: People will come
17 decision and the final SEISwill be filed with the 17 in.
18 District Court. There will be a briefing schedule 18 DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay. Good. Okay. We
19 established by the plaintiffs as well as the defendants, 19 aregoing to start in 30 seconds. Now, usually the best
20 and it will go through the litigation process. The Court 20 way to start isto start with someone in authority. And
21 will then decide whether or not the agency has met its 21 soifit'sal right, I'd liketo go to anew friend of
22 obligations under the National Environmental Policy Act 22 mineto seeif shewould liketo start it off. And
23 and thefedera laws that we have to follow. 23 Doreen, you are free to pass and pass the microphone to
24 Again, thisison the lease sdle. Thisisnot a 24 your right or you can speak now or speak later. It'sup
25 drilling plan. We are not even to the stage of the 25 toyou. Themikeisyoursif you want it.
Page 15 Page 17
1 exploration on there because before even any exploration 1 MS. DOREEN LAMPE: My nameis Doreen
2 cantakeeffect inthisareais, one, the Secretary hasto 2 Lampe. | livein Barrow al my life. | am married. |
3 determine one way or the other that there is going to 3 havethree kids and a couple of grandchildren. I'm
4 remain leases out there; and also the District Court has 4 concerned about this draft supplemental EIS because our
5 to decide whether or not we fulfilled our obligations 5 tribal membersin Point Hope had to go the length to sue
6 under NEPA. And then even that, the Court would have to 6 the government to get their voices and their concerns
7 alow exploration because right now the Court does not 7 heard. Andwe had anicelittle briefing this afternoon
8 allow exploration or anything of activities like that on 8 with the ICAS board of directors from our villages,
9 thelease. 9 Nuigsut, Point Lay, and Point Hope where it was called on
10 And then there is further NEPA review. So even 10 such short notice.
11 after we go through thisand it just -- thereisalot of 11 But my main concern is the -- the reason we had
12 ifs. If this, if this, if this. And even with the 12 tosue, and it seemed like the government has had a blind
13 exploration plan, thereis additional NEPA review oniit. 13 ear to our concerns. And even though it's not in our best
14 Soit'sanother stage process. 14 interest to sue the federal government, we had to listen
15 And so that's what | wanted to say. Thank you. 15 toour tribal membersin Point Hope. And there was a bad
16 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much. 16 vyear for them when they didn't catch any whales. And they
17 Now thefun part starts. And since we have this many 17 were screaming and hollering that the seismic activity
18 peoplein the audience -- we had about the same amount in 18 that wastaking place in the Chukchi Seawas the main
19 Kotzebue. And we did something to try it and it worked 19 reason that they were not catching whales in Point Hope.
20 redly, redly good. First everybody said, | don't think 20 And we were not being acknowledged. We were not
21 <o, but wetried it, and by the end of the night everybody 21 being addressed or respected. So we had to join our
22 sad, thisisthe way you have to do your meetings. 22 tribal sister government in Point Hope, one of our village
23 We took the chairs and we put them in acircle. 23 tribal governmentsunder ICAS. We had to jointhemin
24 Everybody sat in the circle and we passed the microphone 24 thislawsuit in Lease Sale 193. And from our discussions
25 around. Andyou could either pass, passit to the next 25 thisafternoon, I'm not sure that this draft supplemental
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1 EISwill answer the concerns that -- that our primary 1 to say thank you for bringing maps and some visuals to
2 community members of Point Hope, Native Village of Point 2 help communicate with people who are coming to learn about
3 Hope have sued for is because of the hardship of the 3 thework that you are doing.
4 accessto their hunting and harvesting of our natural 4 And | also want -- was hoping that Sharon, you
5 resources. 5 could clarify quickly. Inyour presentation you had said
6 And in briefly just looking at the table of 6 that there would be additional NEPA processes for the next
7 contentstoday, first time | seen this draft supplemental 7 stages of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act process,
8 ElStoday, of al the days when we are having a meeting 8 and you specifically referred to the exploration plan.
9 tonight, and I'm asked to comment on it in this very short 9 In the past, BOEMRE, MMS, the selected NEPA
10 notice. And the biggest concern that | feel why we joined 10 procedure was an environmental assessment followed by a
11 -- why ICASjoined the Native Village of Point Hope's 11 finding of no significant impact. And aso the public
12 lawsuit is because of the trouble, the trouble that 12 comment period is somewhat limited in part because of the
13 hunters have in accessing subsistence resources and trying 13 30-day timelimitin OCSLA. So| was hoping, given that
14 to get the attention of the government when big oil is 14 you mentioned that in your presentation, that you could
15 right there blasting away seismic air guns and scaring all 15 follow up on that and lay out maybe the differences that
16 the game away for miles around when thisisthe only one 16 BOEMRE seesin theinput process for right now versus the
17 chanceto harvest those natural resources. 17 exploration plan stage.
18 So I'm very skeptical about this draft EIS, 18 MS. SHARON WARREN: Okay. Isthat fine?
19 supplemental EIS. | didn't see any real teeth in assuring 19 [I'll takethetimenow. Yes. At the lease sdle stage, we
20 huntersthat they will mitigate the impacts from all four 20 do an environmental impact statement. And the purpose of
21 stagesof your programs, or five stages now, including the 21 that environmental impact statement is that we do tier, as
22 five-year program. 22 far asthe National Environmental Policy Act says, that we
23 So I'm very concerned about how difficult our 23 can use that document in the later process.
24 future hunters are going to have so much red tape and so 24 So with an exploration plan, if we do get an
25 much traffic from oil industry, so much interference that 25 exploration plan, the NEPA that we use to start out with
Page 19 Page 21
1 ouricecellars might not get filled up. We might not 1 isanenvironmental assessment. That's what we do first.
2 havesed oil oneyear. 2 And at that point in time we determine whether or not, in
3 But | thank you for taking the opportunity to 3 that NEPA review of the environmental assessment, isthere
4 it at our tables with us and discuss your draft 4 any significant effects that we have not already addressed
5 supplemental EIS this afternoon. And | hope that we can 5 inthe environmental impact statement.
6 work with you, that you can provide better accessto our 6 If we have addressed them in the environmental
7 hunters, better mitigation efforts for the hardships that 7 impact statement, then what we do iswhat they call a
8 ahunter goes through when trying to provide food on the 8 finding of no new significant impacts because they have
9 table. That's my biggest concern for this offshore 9 been addressed in the bigger environmental document. So
10 drilling on Lease Sale 193 and why we had to go the length 10 if wehad -- if wefind that there are significant effects
11 tosuethefederal government to get our concerns 11 that we did not address, then what we would do is -- then
12 addressed, our voices heard. 12 wewould go to an environmental impact statement on the
13 And | hope with this new Administration that we 13 exploration.
14 can work with the Obama Administration, the federal 14 So it'satiered process with NEPA because NEPA
15 cabinet members. And thank you for coming up here. 15 you do the lowest -- not the lowest, but you do an
16 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Doreen. 16 environmental assessment, and that assesses whether or not
17 Next. Sir, you are welcome to pass or -- 17 vyouhad -- if thereis aneed to do an environmental
18 MS. EMMA POKON: Emma Pokon with the North |18 impact statement. And like Emma said, when we deem an
19 Slope Borough. | haven't cleared any comments with the 19 exploration plan submitted -- so a company submits their
20 mayor's office, so I'm speaking on my own part, | guess. 20 exploration plan. Welook at it internally, make sure
21 | just wanted to, | guess, first acknowledge that your 21 they have al the information that's required by the
22 meeting process seems to have improved since the last time 22 regulations, and then we deem it submitted.
23 you were here with the Lease Sale 193 EIS. There wasn't 23 Once that's deemed submitted, thereisavery
24 muchin the way of information other than what was shared 24 short public time frame that we send it out because the
25 verbally for people who attended the meeting. So | want 25 law requires usto either approveit or disapprove it
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1 within 30 days. So we have areal short time frame to 1 specificaly for the exploration plan. Because the lease
2 addressthat exploration plan. So that iswhy the public 2 sadeElSisvery broad. It doesn't have specifics of
3 comment period is-- it's usually, you know, a short 3 where somebody is going to drill. So when we get an
4 period of time. 4 exploration plan, that's where we have specific -- where
5 We do put out a notice to prepare environmental 5 they are actually going to go out and drill, where the
6 assessment with the exploration plan because the 6 well isgoing to be. So thereis additional information
7 exploration plan goes out to stakeholdersto review. We 7 therefor usto do our NEPA on it we don't have at the
8 dodo anatice of preparation of environmental assessment. 8 lease sdestage.
9 That's the opportunity for individuals and stakeholders to 9 So it'staking -- it's going from avery large
10 come and provide commentsto us. We do not have the 10 program, like from the five-year to the lease sale to the
11 environmental assessment out for public review. Sothe 11 exploration plan. So you are getting finite down to where
12 timefor the public to get their concerns addressed is 12 vyou are actually talking about.
13 when weissue that notice of -- anotice to prepare an 13 DR. JIM KENDALL: Let'sgo back here.
14 environmental assessment. That's the cue to provide us 14 MR. ELI NUKIAPIGAK: Hello. I'mEli. I'm
15 your concerns so that they can be considered when we do 15 awhaling captain from Nuigsut. | just got through
16 theenvironmental assessment. Doesthat answer that. 16 hosting awhaling feed for my people in the Village of
17 MS. EMMA POKON: So thereisapossibility 17 Nuigsut. I'm onthe other sidein the Beaufort Seafrom
18 at the exploration plan stage that if the agency finds 18 the Chukchi just around the corner from us. It'sal the
19 that there were potential impacts that weren't considered 19 same Arctic Ocean to me. Whether it's the Beaufort or
20 at the lease sdle stage, that there would be afull EIS 20 Chukchi, it'sal Arctic Ocean to me.
21 rather than just an EA. How would that work into the 21 That's the people of the whole North Slope's
22 30-day timelimit? 22 garden. That'swhere we hunt and gather food in a short
23 MS. SHARON WARREN: Good question. We 23 period of time, especially in the summertime when
24 haven't -- | haven't been there where we had faced that 24 migration of all different marine mammals that come to our
25 whereall the-- and it'sjust not impacts. It hasto be 25 area. Some might be lucky to get some, some won't because
Page 23 Page 25
1 significant impacts. So | haven't -- | don't have that 1 theclimate changeisright now. They're talking about
2 experience on how that would be figured in, so | can't 2 climate change right now. It'saready started. Our
3 answer that, Emma. 3 river, Colville River, is now two weeks ahead of time.
4 DR.JIM KENDALL: We have to work with the 4 That's how changing in our river now in Nuigsut.
5 attorneyson that. 5 Thefirst (Inupiag) come around, start to come
6 MS. SHARON WARREN: Attorneys and 6 atleast one or two weeks earlier. That's the changing of
7 everything else on how to work that into the bigger 7 themigrations, the animals and the land and sea that we
8 picture. 8 depend on.
9 MS. EMMA POKON: And | guess another 9 What kind of assurance are you giving me as a
10 follow-up questionis, | guess, if you are tiering from 10 subsistence hunter if that full-blown exploration and
11 thelease sae EIS, when you are looking at the 11 full-blown barges that will come to our garden and to all
12 exploration plans, does that make, then, people's thoughts 12 the marine mammals that we depend on from one coast all
13 or comments about possible exploration plans relevant at 13 theway up to Canadian border? What kind of federal
14 thelease sale stage because of thetiering process? 14 assurance are you going to give meif something of mass
15 MS. SHARON WARREN: Wedo look at the 15 destruction happens like just happened in Gulf of Mexico?
16 scenariosthat we havein thefinal EIS. | mean, we do 16 What kind of assurance are you going to give meif the
17 look at what the -- how many explorations, what the 17 marine mammals or the food chain die-off happen? What
18 resource and development would be in the area. So yeah, 18 will happen that you --
19 soif people have comments -- not only would we take them 19 The traditional knowledge of our Elders are
20 atthat point in time, but we would also take them at the 20 passing away real fast, and yet thereis no -- the
21 exploration time. 21 scientific of the federal government and the Inupiat
22 But the approval of the exploration plan is 22 scientists need to work together to address the need of
23 dependent on the environmental review, both, you know, 23 what -- most and do it right and compromise to help one
24 if -- whether or not it's addressed in the EIS that we did 24 another so we will have our food on our table once we
25 prior toit, and then in the document that we are doing 25 start, because | have experience in the Beaufort Sea
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1 Nativeice. Welost three boats, and | was one of the 1 seemy son-in-law right there with his mike, he's the
2 boats that was lost because of boom project. Shell, they 2 North Pole, and all the way around is the way the currents
3 dothesamething. Twenty years ago, it's the same thing. 3 flow. And then apiece of ice sitting here in front of me
4 Now he's back there doing it -- what will happen now? 4 will go al the way around and come back at meinten
5 What kind of assurance does Shell have for our people if 5 vyearslater and another ten yearsit will come back again
6 something like mass destruction happens. 6 if it doesn't flow south between down in the north sea
7 Thank you. 7 flowing south. That piece of ice don't go in that
8 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. 8 direction. It continuesin acircle. It keeps coming
9 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: My nameisGeorge | 9 back to me every ten years.
10 Edwardson. I'm one of the councilmen for Inupiat 10 Now, if you put a pollutant inside the water,
11 Community of the Arctic Slope. And to continue where Eli 11 and avery large one, thereitis. It'sgoing all the way
12 just left, when an animal, bearded seal, polar bear, 12 aroundinacircle. It comesback at me every ten years.
13 whale, beluga, when Point Hope missesit, then it 13 And you saw what happened 50 years later with bunker ail.
14 continues up to the east and Point Lay has a chance to go 14 And looking at that VOL, when you put it in
15 after the sameanimals. And if they missit, it continues 15 between Siberiaand Alaska, in summertime the currents
16 over. Wainwright then has a chance to attempt to catch 16 flow north. In springtime -- in springtime that's when
17 that -- harvest that for their family. And it continues 17 the samon fingerlings hit the ocean and the currents take
18 right on into Canada. 18 them up inthe north. And looking at a map Oceania had
19 Thisisthe migration routes of the sealswe 19 made of the temperature gradients up to 168 miles from the
20 hunt, walrus, the whales, polar bear. These arethe 20 shore going north from Alaska and from Siberia and over
21 animalswe depend on. 21 160 miles past Wrangell 1sland north of Siberia, the
22 And when you look at the Chukchi, you have to 22 temperature in thiswhole areawas ideal temperatures for
23 look at it from this perspective. Y ou mentioned VLOS, 23 thefingerlingsto bein.
24 very largeail spill. Okay. Let'slook at avery large 24 And those of us that played in that ocean out
25 il spill. 25 therein our younger days when we get over 100 miles out,
Page 27 Page 29
1 Before we do that, let's look at what happens to 1 wewill runinto schools of salmon; sometimes salmon,
2 oil when it hitsthe Arctic Ocean. We had a sample of 2 sometimes other fish, more than one species of salmon in
3 that in the mid 1940s when one of the Liberty ships 3 onehigschool. And | learned the dimensions from the --
4 building the DEW lines ran aground and was about to be 4 from the Naval Arctic Research Laboratories aerial photos
5 destroyed by the waves and the only way they saved that 5 of these schools of fish. There was one school of fish
6 Liberty ship at Lonely wasto off-load its fudl, its 6 eight mileswide and 28 miles long, and these were all
7 bunker oil. And then it killed the whole Admiralty Bay, 7 juvenile salmon.
8 thelagoons, you know, going to the west from Lonely. It 8 Just to show you how thick that school is, one
9 killed the whole ecosystem right there. 9 of my uncles one time drove his boat into it and could
10 And then when the storm subsided, the oil that 10 only get about one-fourth of the way in, nine miles out
11 wasup inthe high grounds, 50 years later a storm of the 11 straight out in the ocean in the middle of summer, he
12 same caliber hit again, and that bunker oil started 12 stepped out of hisboat into the ocean, and he never went
13 killing again. See, the problem with ail in the Arctic 13 hafway up to his knees walking on top of a school of
14 Oceanisthe Arctic Oceanis cold, very cold in 14 fish.
15 temperature. The light ends of the crude oil does not go 15 Thisisthat fish that isin the Arctic that
16 into vapor likeit doesin the Gulf of Mexico; the light 16 goesto the Arctic when the currentsin the -- when the
17 endswill, you know, disappear. Inthe Arctic they don't. 17 Bering Seafroze north in summer. Thisisthe fingerlings
18 And just to show you how effective that cold is, 18 that went there. And when they mature, they flow south,
19 cold weather is, driftwood that's been sitting on the 19 start to go back into their rivers where they originated
20 beachesfor over 100 years, the outside might be rotting, 20 from.
21 but when you cut the wood inside, oil -- the sap actually 21 A few years back, the Y ukon River did not get
22 dsartstoflow again. That's how well the cold preserves 22 itsfish. And that was the same summer, that same spring
23 oil, whether it be tree sap or crude oil. And that's, you 23 that the seismic was done in the Chukchi. And the saimon
24 know, that kind of danger we have to watch. 24 that was supposed to have been going to the rivers south
25 And when you look at the Arctic Circle -- you 25 of the Arctic Circle scattered all across the North Slope
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1 and started going into our rivers up here that normally do 1 other country did not fish because they understood if they
2 not get the large masses of salmon. They all were -- the 2 both -- if both countries fished, they would destroy that
3 migration of the fish had been changed by the seismic. 3 third of theworld'sfish. So today when Norway fishes
4 And just to show you how powerful that seismic 4 oneareain the North Sea, Russians do not fish. The
5 was, when they were doing the seismic in the Chukchi in 5 following year the Russians go out. That'sthe only way
6 the open water meetings in Anchorage, we learned that 6 they can preserve the next third of the world's fish.
7 seismic being done in Banks Island in Canada had to shut 7 Okay. Now, we arelooking at all the world's
8 down because the background noise from the Chukchi was so 8 fish: North Sea, the Bering Sea, and the Pacific Rim.
9 loud they could not do their seismic, do their readingsin 9 Two-thirds of them are damaged. One-third isdead. And
10 Canada. That's over 400 miles. What isit doing going 10 in--inthe North Sea, the salmon is no longer
11 straight out in the ocean or further to the west? 11 harvestable because it's been overfished. But the bottom
12 These have to be considered. These have never 12 fish are being negotiated on by these two big major
13 beenlooked at. But that salmon, when it does go into the 13 countries. Now, thelast third of the world's fish isthe
14 ocean, the currents do take it up north, and they come up 14 salmon and its nursery isthe Chukchi. Your
15 north with their food. And then when belugas start 15 responsibility isto make sure not just the lease sales,
16 migrating, when the seals start migrating, polar bears, 16 but what the ground -- what the ocean feeds people.
17 this-- that big school massistheir food. And this 17 We are looking at the last third of the world's
18 usually goes from Peard Bay 50 miles to the west of usto 18 fish. Areyou going to let it be destroyed so a couple of
19 over 160 miles past Wrangell Island up to 200 miles wide. 19 companies can profit? | mean, thisis something you have
20 The temperature says this is where that salmon 20 toserioudly look at when you look at the Arctic Ocean.
21 stockis. That'stheir nursery right in the middle of 21 | could talk all night, but I'll give somebody a
22 what you what you are calling the Chukchi lease sale area. 22 chanceto say something. And everything | gave you has
23 Now, that mass of school, that big mass of 23 comein-- I've learned from the United States through the
24 samonin end of the '70s and the early part of the '80s, 24 Navel Arctic Research Studies or international
25 therewas aninternational organization conducted in 25 organizations, you know, conferences conducted. The
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1 Seward, Alaska. They called it the Bering Sea Synthesis. 1 numbers|'m talking about are the United States and other
2 Andinthat synthesis, there were 13 nations that dealt 2 major nations numbers. And al I'm doing is reminding
3 withthe Arctic Ocean. And they were explaining, you 3 you of them.
4 know, what happens and what happens in the ocean and these 4 And my problem is|'ve lived here, and the
5 schools of fish and the currents that occurred. Right 5 ocean, the animalsin the ocean, and my relatives that
6 therethey showed the Bering Sea as one-third of the 6 liveup here, we have a very serious problem, and we --
7 world'sfish stock. 7 thatis, we cannot live up here without the food from our
8 Let'stake alook at all the fish on the whole 8 ocean. We are stuck with that food. Y ou can't bring me
9 planet earth and give it afactor of one. Okay. Just 9 beef and then make me live here and be healthy. | can't.
10 becauseit'sfish, wewill call it one. And then when you 10 It will not happen. | need that fat from that animal that
11 look at -- start looking at these school masses, the 11 livesintheocean. So this--
12 Bering Sea, you are looking at one-third of the world's 12 | need your help. We all need your help. So
13 stock right there. Then you start looking at the world, 13 together we can protect the last third of the world's
14 dart looking around. We end up with the Pacific fire 14 fish. Andit'snot oil that's going to feed us. It might
15 rim. The population has gotten so big they have eaten 15 make ustravel faster or alittle bit longer, but it's not
16 that fish stock up. That fishisnot -- can't barely 16 goingto keep usaive. And when you are looking at the
17 reproduceitself. That's another third of the world's 17 last third of the world's fish, which also feeds, you
18 fish. 18 know, the seals| eat, the belugas, the bears, the animals
19 And then let's start looking at the planet some 19 | named, that'swhat | need. | need their fat. And they
20 more, and then over there in the North Sea, thereis 20 get their fat from the salmon fingerlings.
21 another third of the world's fish. That one right there, 21 And two years ago, NOAA had done some studies on
22 about three years ago | went to Norway for an 22 the coast, and they found our coast filled with salmon
23 international organization on the Arctic Ocean and found 23 fingerlings, the fish | was saying that migrated north
24 out there was an agreement between Russia and Norway. 24 following the currents. | mean, you are looking at this
25 When one country fished in the North Sea, the 25 information. It's not something new. It's something we
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1 havedl been watching throughout our whole history as a 1 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, James. Now,
2 people. 2 I'mgoing to walk around here and pass the microphone back
3 Thereisvery few of usup herethat live up 3 to Doreen, and she can start the cycle again. Doreen, you
4 herethat depend on this up here. We want to stay longer. 4 can passit onif you choose, or add to what you have
5 Weneed our kidsto live here after us. They haveto be 5 dready said. Make sure everybody has a chance.
6 here. Andthe only way they can do it isto make you, the 6 MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Thank you, Jim. Doreen
7 government, understand. We know legally you can't go 7 Lampe, for therecord. I'm glad to see that thereis
8 selling something that don't belong to you. 8 finally aprovision regarding a scenario for avery large
9 At the UN, we have also come to understand when 9 ail spill. Every timethereisapresentation givenin
10 the United States saysthey are going to do something in 10 the past, the presentation usually ends with we don't plan
11 theArectic, they dways remind the world we are under 11 for the event of avery large oil spill because we plan on
12 their custodial care. You aretaking care of us, 12 prevention. Prevention of an oil spill isour plan. And
13 therefore, you can talk about the ocean. The United 13 that was such a sorry statement if | ever heard one by an
14 States has not signed the law of the high seas. 14 oil company. And I'm very glad to see that the federal
15 Technically speaking, the Arctic Ocean is not yours, it's 15 government has learned something from the BP Gulf of
16 mine, the peoplethat live here. And | am not ready to 16 Mexico oil spill.
17 have my home destroyed. 17 | don't know how many of you are on Facebook,
18 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George. 18 but | just got technologically challenged with Facebook,
19 James. 19 and | read acomment on a Facebook that said if there was
20 MR.JAMESPATKOTAK: Thank you. My name |20 avery large il spill in the Chukchi Sea, our housing
21 isJames Patkotak. | grew up herein Barrow, Alaska. | 21 situation up hereis so sorry, so bad for our own people,
22 learned how to hunt from the ocean. Like George said, 22 how are we going to house 30,000 employees that are needed
23 that'sour garden out there, and | learned at a very young 23 tocome up hereto clean up the il spill? That's how
24 age hunting oogruk, seal and the whale out there. Now 24 sorry our housing isin the Arctic. We don't have no
25 oil industry comes up here and decides to look for oil out 25 trees.
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1 intheocean. Why don't the oil industries stay on land. 1 So I'm glad to see that the federal government
2 Here is one concern that had been brought out by 2 finally, after 30 years, implemented a scenario in the EIS
3 the Minerals Management Service before BOEMRE came-- came | 3 for avery largeoil spill. And | hope that it's taken
4 tobe. | remember hearing a concern by one of the -- one 4 into consideration very seriously because we have been
5 of our leadersway back then. In case of avery large oil 5 trying to say over and over and over the oil companies
6 spill, will the people be provided with food, White Man 6 cannot clean up avery large oil spill in the Arctic.
7 food? Will we -- will we be provided with necessary food 7 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Doreen.
8 for our table, our children. 8 MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA: | have a question.
9 Now, there are about 10,000 Inupiats on the 9 Canyou hear me? Leandra, North Slope Borough, Department
10 North Slope aone, maybe more. Now, will the federal 10 of Wildlife Management. But I'm speaking on behalf of
11 government be able to provide us with food each and every 11 myself. And| have aquestion about the very large oil
12 day because we won't be able to eat muktuk, eat the seal 12 gpill. And what -- so what happens? A lot of the
13 welike, the oogruk? They are nourishing to our bodies, 13 conclusions confirm that it would be huge negative impacts
14 very nourishing. | myself, even after | have a hamburger 14 to the environment and to the Inupiat peopleif thereisa
15 and French fries, I'm till yearning to eat some more 15 very largeoil spill, so that'sout. That's going to go
16 becauseit doesn't fill me up. The White Man food don't 16 back to the courts. What's the judge's decision on that?
17 fill meup aswell asour Inupiat food does. So that's 17 Isthere ascenario?
18 been my concern, and also it is a concern of many people 18 MS. SHARON WARREN: It will go -- this
19 onthe Slope. 19 document will be used by the Secretary of the Interior to
20 Now, will that -- isthat -- the EIS -- the EIS, 20 make hisdecision so, you know, | don't know what the
21 doesthat -- isit till in there, that concern that has 21 decision will be of the Secretary of the Interior. But he
22 been brought out awhile back when this used to be MM S? 22 will have dl the information before him. And that's why
23 I'mwondering about that. Look into that, and if you are 23 wewant your concerns and your positions on there so that
24 going to do the supplemental EIS, check it out. Make sure 24 we can articulate that in our document to the Secretary so
25 itwill still stand. That'sall | have. Thank you. 25 hehasall the information before him before he makes his
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1 decision. 1 In my college education, I'm ageologist. I'ma
2 MR. BEN GREENE: All right. | will talk. 2 mining and petroleum technician, and I'm also a certified
3 My nameisBen Greene. | work for the North Slope Borough 3 gasfield operator with over 17 years of running a gas
4 Planning Department, but like my cohorts here, | have not 4 field and having worked at Prudhoe Bay from the beginning
5 vetted anything through the mayor's office, so | will be 5 during the exploration. So | do know the industry and
6 speaking as aprivate citizen. 1'm going to follow up on 6 what it does and how it operates.
7 somedialogue that Emmahad. And | really appreciate the 7 And when you look at my education, it's more
8 answersto the questions and the questions that have to do 8 than most in the oil industry. | took that education to
9 with significant thresholds for NEPA analysis, when to 9 find away to try to find away to protect my home. And |
10 perform an EIS versus an EA. 10 had worked for the -- our corporation, made an engineering
11 And this question might sound familiar because 11 firm for them, and wasin the process of going after the
12 it'sthe same question | asked last time that you were up 12 offshore development. Then | asked the board, if it's not
13 herein Barrow. Andit hasto do with, wasit the March 13 safe, what do | do? They told me, if it's not safe, find
14 2010 GAO report having to do with significant thresholds 14 away to stop it and we will be right behind you. And
15 and MMS -- the agency once known as MMS -- implementation |15 thisis1977.
16 of NEPA. MMSresponded to that GAO report policy tocome |16 And now we are in 2011, and the knowledge the
17 up with aguidance document. | think it was originally 17 industry has and the direction they are going has not
18 due December 2010. And of course, in the meantime, the 18 changed one hit.
19 Deepwater Horizon occurred. 19 They claim they study, but whereisit? We
20 Jim, | think when you were up, you stated at the 20 don't seeit. | haven't seenit. Likel said, | havethe
21 timethat that guidance document talking about NEPA 21 degreesfrom the universities that says I'm an oil man.
22 thresholds, talking about significant thresholds was 22 Andwhenyou look at VOL, very large oil spill, we all
23 imminent. Isit still imminent? 23 have adlight understanding of the Arctic gyro, how the
24 DR. JIM KENDALL: I'mnot up to speed on 24 Arctic Ocean goes around in acircle.
25 itright this second, but my understanding isthat it's 25 Oneyear | came up on one of the barrier
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1 still moving forward. There are alot of people working 1 islands, and there was a couple of people studying the
2 onitevery day to make sureit livesup to what is 2 birdsthat were living on the island in summertime. They
3 expected. You know, it's something we are taking very, 3 had adrift card, and it was from auniversity in the
4 very serioudly. Asl say, | haven't seen the latest 4 northerneastern end of Australia. He showed me the drift
5 report onit, internal report, that is; but | know people 5 card he picked up from the barrier isands. That'sless
6 areworking diligently to make it happen and to get it on 6 than 30 milesto the east of Barrow. And then he asked me
7 theWeh. Does anyone know anything? 7 how did this get there. | just happened to have a copy of
8 I'm sorry. We can always get back with you, but 8 National Geographic on the ocean's currents, and | showed
9 wedidn't come prepared to answer that question, other 9 him how it traveled.
10 than thefact that | have heard people talk about it and 10 It was south of the south -- South America, went
11 people were pushing onit as hard as they can. 11 onthewest side of Africa, went north, west side of
12 MR. BEN GREENE: Okay. Good. Thank you 12 Europe north, and then it got in in the North Sea and then
13 very much. | appreciate the update. 13 madethetrip all the way around until it got to the
14 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Hi again. George |14 barrier isand whereit landed. And that drift card had a
15 Edwardson. What | didn't do istell you about my 15 four-year dateonit.
16 education and where | have worked in the past. 1968 | 16 And the Gulf of Mexico, we al worry about that.
17 captained the very first cleanup boat that ever came to 17 I'm expecting to see that oil to the east of Barrow in not
18 the State of Alaska. | had to change the system so it 18 too far inthe future. Theway that drift card was
19 would work to pick up the oil in the water. And it only 19 traveling tells me.
20 picked up the heavy ends that floated to the top. The 20 And like | said, our Arctic Ocean iscold, so
21 light ends, like the gasoline and the diesel and the crude 21 thediesel and the gasoline don't evaporate out of it. So
22 oil and the natural gases from the cold weather, that 22 it comes back to me every ten years. And then thereis
23 don't go -- evaporate up in the air, that remained in 23 that big nursery between Siberiaand Alaska. Every time
24 solution, but the cleanup boat | had captained was for Pan 24 it comesaround, it's going to hit that. And that's the
25 American Petroleum in the Cook Inlet in 1968. 25 world'sfisheries everybody better be worried about. My
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1 waorries arethe whales and the seals. The salmonisyour 1 Now the heat is hitting them, and on top of it
2 food. | hopewe all understand each other. 2 we have this seismic noise, we have this drilling noise.
3 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George. 3 Seismic that when they send off a seismic boom, the ships
4 James. 4 arefalling apart in between their seismic work. They are
5 MR.JAMESPATKOTAK: What's -- what's 5 rewelding the ships over and over.
6 the-- what are the Feds going to do once the oil come up 6 And I'm listening to this from the people that
7 to-- come up to the Arctic that does spill down in the 7 work onthe ships. Our marine mammal observers come and
8 Gulf of Mexico? Who isgoing to clean it up onceit gets 8 tell me when they get off from the boats that in between
9 up here? Oncethereisice out on our ocean, what are the 9 the seismic works, the welders are busy keeping the ship
10 Fedsgoingto do? Do you have aplan? Does the Feds have 10 together.
11 aplanfor that? I'm starting to wonder now. 11 Now, thisis supposed to be a harmless boom.
12 Now, once the lease sales happen and the oil 12 And when steel can come apart from the seismic, thereis
13 industry goes and buy a spot where they are going to 13 something drastic going on in there someone is not
14 drill, now, will the oil industry keep their word in 14 bringing out. And the government is not willing to stick
15 hiring locals to be out there drilling with them or are 15 itsnoseinthereto seeif it'sreally for real, even
16 they going to say the heck with them, the Natives, saying 16 though the other agencies bring out the point that when
17 wearegoing todrill. We don't care what they say. | 17 the seismic boom is set off in the Chukchi, Banks Island
18 mean, what -- that's the -- that's a question that often 18 in Canada 400 milesto the east cannot do their seismic
19 people ask, you know. What's going to happen? Y ou know, 19 work because of the background noise.
20 that'sabig question. Thank you. 20 Now, what's happening to all the animalsin
21 DR. JIM KENDALL: Good questions. Mike, 21 between? If | shoot a Steller's eider or one of those
22 if you could walk over to this side of theroom. Again, 22 endangered birds, I'd go to jail for ten years right now.
23 thisisatechnique wetried in Kotzebue, and we just kept 23 You will not hesitate to lock me up, the Fedswon't. What
24 going around until everyone was comfortable that they all 24 happensto the industry when they destroy whole flocks of
25 had their say. We don't want anybody to leave the room 25 themlikethat? | mean, thereis some heavy-duty
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1 and feel that they got missed or left out. George. 1 discrimination going onto me as a subsistence hunter
2 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: | told them | could 2 versus, you know, the industry who can make afew dollars
3 talk al night if you were willing to listen to me. 3 for the State and the federal government just because they
4 DR. JIM KENDALL: And we have got lots of 4 arewilling to pay the State and Feds some money. It's
5 coffee and goodies. 5 okay to do that kind of damage?
6 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Okay. We are 6 The snow geese that used to be in the barrier
7 talking oil and gas. We are talking about the Arctic. 7 islands when Prudhoe Bay first started to be developed
8 And you have seen the gyro of the ocean. Y ou see what oil 8 disappeared from Alaska. 1n 2000 | wasin Albertain Fort
9 doeswhen it hits, you know, the cold water. The light 9 McMurray checking out a gas field operating school over
10 endsdo not evaporate like they do in the Gulf. That's 10 there, and while | was there, the Canadian, you know,
11 understood. 11 wildlife wastrying to figure out where all these snow
12 Now, another aspect, we have not touched all the 12 geese came from, and they had already destroyed the
13 geologica and information, biological datayou have 13 summering place of the snow geese, the Canada snow geese
14 collected, you know, since the |ease sale are now 14 because the population had exploded. Did anybody get
15 obsolete. You can't use those anymore because of today's 15 fined for that? Not asingleindividua or company.
16 term everybody isusing globa warming. The Arctic Ocean 16 And the snow gooseis avery shy animal, and it
17 had been under a sheet of ice for the last 28- to 32,000 17 don't liketo stay around people and noise.
18 vyears. That ecosystem had stabilized itself living in the 18 DR.JIM KENDALL: Again, we are going to
19 cold water. 19 continueto go around until somebody does not take the
20 Now theiceisamost all gone and that 20 microphone. Making sure everybody gets afair shake.
21 family -- that family, that ecosystem now is going through 21 Jamesis not going to disappoint me.
22 acultural shock. | call it acultural shock because the 22 MR. JAMESPATKOTAK: | fed thisisavery
23 iceisno longer there covering it. And they had -- the 23 important gathering for our people. Thisisour lives
24 microorganismsthat live in the ocean have adapted to the 24 that the oil industry -- it's our livelihood. Y ou know,
25 cold. 25 it'svery important that we express our -- express our
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1 feelingsfor our Inupiat people. 1 havelived here on this piece of land -- thisis the
2 And I've heard so much negative stuff come out 2 seventh Ice Age we are coming out of, according to the old
3 of our local people here regarding the il industry when 3 storieswe have. Isthisgoing to be my last ice age?
4 they are working out in Prudhoe Bay. When they areout in 4 What gives?
5 the ocean, they got these negative reports back to us when 5 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George.
6 we gather in our own little circles now and then. People 6 MR. JAMESPATKOTAK: Onemorething. |
7 talk about the oil industry, how the Inupiats are being 7 wonder if -- | wonder how the oil industry would think and
8 treated by the oil industry. 8 | wonder how the White Man would think if we decide to
9 Now, hopefully, with the industry out in our 9 givetheman EIS. | mean, I'll give you an environmental
10 garden, hopefully our local people get trained to be 10 impact statement because you are coming up to our land
11 captains of these drilling ships to keep their ears and 11 here. I'm-- weare going to require you to fill out an
12 eyesout for our local people. Betop dogsinour -- in 12 EISfor us. | wonder how it would turn out. That's all.
13 theoil industry -- one great day, huh? | hope our 13 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, James.
14 Inupiat people get to that point and get even more 14 Anyoneelse? | may have to close the meeting atiny bit
15 serious, more serious than we are now. 15 early.
16 With that, I'm going to close. Thank you. 16 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: | think we got the
17 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, James. 17 message through, didn't we?
18 Anybody else wishesto speak? 18 DR. JIM KENDALL: George, | think you got
19 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Let'sfinish off. 19 the messagethrough. Thank you. If thereareno -- any
20 Okay. Let mefinishit off. 20 other -- aha. We were going to close, but if we have
21 DR.JIM KENDALL: Okay. George. 21 another person who would like to speak --
22 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: When Trans-Alaska |22 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Yes, wewould love
23 Pipelinewasin the process of being built and the EIS was 23 to speak.
24 conducted and in that EIS the U.S. federal government 24 MS. QAIYAAN OPIE: Sorry. | wasgoing to
25 guaranteed one major spill in its transportation system, 25 drop by and see if anybody was till here.
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1 andit came about 20 years after it had been flowing. And 1 DR. JIM KENDALL: Weare still here.
2 that wasthe Exxon Vadez. Now, we were guaranteed that 2 Thereistime to make a comment, if you would like.
3 spill when the pipeline was in the process of being built. 3 MS. QAIYAAN OPIE: Okay. Sure.
4 That was a guarantee given and, sure enough, the federal 4 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Just say it from
5 government kept their promise. They had Exxon Valdez. 5 the heart and let them haveit.
6 And then when they done -- in the '80s when they 6 MS. QAIYAAN OPIE: Okay. Sure.
7 first attempted to do their offshore drilling up herein 7 DR. JIM KENDALL: You can have a seat.
8 the Chukchi when thefirst EIS came, we were guaranteed 8 Have aseat and get comfortable.
9 one and one-third major oil spill. Exxon Valdez said you 9 MS. QAIYAAN OPIE: I'd prefer to stand.
10 keep your word. Now you guarantee me a one-and-one-third 10 Thank you. SoI'm Qaiyaan Opie. | am the natural
11 major spill. You have killed the ocean with a one-third 11 resourcesdirector for ICAS. Thisis my one-year-old
12 spill. Your whole major spill had guaranteed that it 12 daughter. Couldn't find asitter. Wasjust stopping by
13 can't stand back up again. 13 hereto make sureif anyone was here. | thought it might
14 Now, thisiswhat I'm looking at when | ook at 14 have been over, but I'm glad | caught the tail end of it.
15 the United States and its promises and itsEIS. You give 15 I know we met earlier today, and | got quite
16 usan EISright here, which we saw for the first time 16 a-- quiteabit, alot of information regarding the Lease
17 today, and we are supposed to be sitting here commenting 17 Sale193. And | did want to comment that since | have
18 onthat. Andwhen you look at us throughout the whole 18 beenworking for ICAS, which has been since about the tail
19 North Slope, | don't think there is even two handfuls of 19 end of November, just last year, so for about six months
20 people that can read those books and understand what it's 20 now, | wasredlly pleased and very refreshed to see the
21 saying because we are a subsistence people. 21 outlay of the presentation.
22 What are we going to do? Do we have to secede 22 And as| stated earlier with the first question
23 or what in order to stay alive? We are Americans, just 23 ontheboard being what are we here for, isagreat step
24 likeyou are. | have aright to live like the way | want 24 intaking that level of communication to these public open
25 tolive, and my parents, going on back, they tell uswe 25 meetingsto adifferent level where people do feel more
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1 comfortable knowing that they are apart of the comments 1 Lastly, hereis climate change. Comparing the
2 being made and knowing exactly what the presentation 2 impactsto our climate from the lease sale to aworldwide
3 encompassesin that sense. So | really appreciate that. 3 basdineis not appropriate when our communities are
4 Thank you. 4 aready being impacted by climate change. Our ice cellars
5 | also did want to comment that | know BOEMRE at 5 herearerapidly melting like they haven't before, and our
6 thispointiskind of going above and beyond what the 6 seaiceischanging. | canvery comfortably say
7 judge mandates in this sense in going beyond to take the 7 dramatically because | recently just turned 30 and |
8 extraeffort to come and have the community and our 8 myself consider that old, but to my community and my
9 agenciesinvolved. So thank you very much. 9 mentorsit'sfarly young. But | know that in my life
10 And we do have some comments, and thisis on 10 span | have been able to see this happen before my eyes.
11 behalf of ICAShere. AndI'll just kind of read verbatim 11 Soitisvery rea and very here and happening very
12 heresincel don't really have much to say personally at 12 rapidly.
13 thismoment. | didn't quite catch the full conversation 13 Also we must change our subsistence activities
14 here. 14 torespond to this climate change and you must address the
15 So first of al, we do thank you for updating 15 impacts of climate change here and not just compared to
16 the previous supplemental EIS from last fall. While the 16 therest of theworld. And aso cumulative impacts -- the
17 EISismuchimproved, ICAS still does have many concerns 17 analysis of cumulative impacts must be expanded. The
18 about the analysis and whether the |ease sale should move 18 definitions of past, present, and foreseeable impacts need
19 forward. 19 tobeexpanded. The geographic range considered needsto
20 Our first point here is the baseline information 20 be broader for migratory species like the bowhead whale.
21 andthat ICAS, it's been pretty well known that we, as 21 Significant thresholds. How the environmental
22 well asalot of agencies, have long advocated that the 22 impact statement defines significant impacts to different
23 government must have baseline information about the area 23 resourcesisunlawful. You are requiring substantial
24 of OCS before authorizing work there. The EIS and the 24 violations of federal law before an impact is considered
25 recent USGS report both demonstrate that critical 25 tobesignificant. These definitions need to be rewritten
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1 informationismissing. And we ask that the government 1 sothat significant impacts are recognized before federal
2 ensure it has more information about the Chukchi and the 2 law isbroken.
3 important natural resources before deciding where to sell 3 And more dternatives and a hard look at the
4 offshore oil and gasleasesin this area. 4 impacts are required. We appreciate the inclusion of
5 Number two regarding oil spill, we appreciate 5 additiona qudification in the EIS on bowhead whales,
6 theupdated information on avery large oil spill, VLOS -- 6 very large il spills, and natural gas development. This
7 adding to thelist of acronyms that I'm becoming 7 information has not changed the outcome. Thisinformation
8 accustomed to -- that isincluded inthe EIS. This 8 has not been used to devel op a reasonable range of
9 analysis showsthe very far reaching and devastating 9 dternatives. Thisinformation has not been given ahard
10 impact of aspill in the Chukchi, but does not answer our 10 look intheanalysis. And actual analysis of areasonable
11 questions, which are: Arethe oil and gas companies 11 range of aternatives and a hard look at the new
12 capable of cleaning up aspill in Arctic waters with ice, 12 information is necessary before leases are sold.
13 hurricane force winds, darkness, and other challenging 13 And these are some cumulative pointsthat ICAS
14 conditions? Should they be allowed to exploreif they 14 wanted to make. So | wanted to present that. And I'm
15 have not shown that they are capable of a cleanup. 15 sitting here wondering, oh, no, what if somebody was here
16 The next question: Will oil and gas companies 16 and already and did that. Have they?
17 haveto be ableto drill same season relief wells? Also, 17 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: You did good.
18 what will the response time be for such a spill with the 18 DR. JIM KENDALL: No, that'sfine. Thank
19 nearest Coast Guard office over athousand miles away? 19 you.
20 And will the Coast Guard have ice breakers and other 20 MS. QAIYAAN OPIE: Okay. Yeah, sothank
21 vesselsto be ableto assist in cleaning up aspill? And 21 you very much.
22 what will the oil and gas companies and the government do 22 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.
23 if subsistence resources are not available for Chukchi 23 You were going to grab, say something. Anyone else would
24 villages who cannot afford to live off of store-bought 24 liketo say --
25 foods. 25 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Onelast time on
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1 the Coast Guard. She brought out the Coast Guard. I'm 1 MS. SHARON WARREN: | am Sharon Warren.
2 glad shedid. We have two super icebreakers that the 2 I'mthe program analysis officer in the Alaska Region, and
3 United States has, and it's only two in the Arctic. And 3 onthisproject I'm the project manager for the SEIS for
4 if you have ever watched that TV show The Deadliest Catch, 4 the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.
5 the Coast Guard isworking to its maximum whereiit's -- 5 MR. CRAIG BLANCHARD: My nameis Craig
6 whereit takes care of our fishermen down south on the 6 Blanchard. | work for Shell. I'm a SIMOPS coordinator
7 south of wherewelive. 7 and community liaison herein Barrow.
8 And every time winter begins, the first thing 8 MR.JOHN MAKETA: My nameis John Maketa.
9 the Coast Guard -- the first things to leave are the Coast 9 I'macontractor for Shell. I'm alogistics consultant,
10 Guard, and we don't see them until spring. This has been 10 and by trade I'm amarine engineer, so | have -- | told
11 the habit of the U.S. Coast Guard. Thisisnot to 11 Georgel did five yearsin the Coast Guard up here and |
12 bad-mouth them. Those are very fine peoplethere. You 12 worked on the SIDSrig, the SDC. | was a barge master and
13 can't ask for better people than the onesthat arein 13 anengineer, and | worked for Crowley at Caco. So | kind
14 there. They leave because they cannot deal with theice. 14 of spent about 20 years up here kicking around. |I'm based
15 The United States' so-called super icebreakers cannot 15 herein Barrow for Shell, and | can answer alot of these
16 handletheiceinwinter. They leave. And what have you 16 questionsif anybody wants to stop in the office on
17 toreplace and alow the industry to stay in winter when 17 logisticsor loca hireissues, too.
18 the Coast Guard can't even -- don't even have the manpower 18 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. Gentleman in
19 tostay? 19 the back there.
20 And another thing | forgot to mention earlier, 20 MR. HAL SALZMAN: Hal Salzman, Rutgers
21 wehaveto dea with the environmental impact statement. 21 University, just observing.
22 We haveto dea with the federal government. And our 22 MS. EMMA POKON: Emma Pokon from the North
23 dollarswereceive areto do socia service dollars, and 23 Slope Borough Law Department.
24 we cannot use those monies for such work as, you know, to 24 MR. BOB MERCIER: Bob Mercier, North Slope
25 deal with you when you come. Y ou need to put -- you are 25 Borough search and rescue pilot.
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1 taking money away from our social services funds, putting 1 MR. SCOTT BLACKBURN: I'm Scott Blackburn,
2 usinviolation with our contract with the United States 2 and I'm with the Alaska Region of BOEMRE, aswell. I'ma
3 inorder to attempt to protect our environment. 3 technical editor and writer.
4 So you, as an agency, better find some dollars 4 MS. QAIYAAN OPIE: Qayaan Opie, ICAS,
5 for our Native villages and our regional governments so we 5 Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, National Resources
6 candea with such issues asthese EISs. Your EIS, first 6 Director.
7 timewe seen it today we are commenting onit. We haven't 7 MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Again, my nameis
8 even had timeto read the first page. 8 George Edwardson. I'm one of the councilmen for Inupiat
9 Now, is that how we do environmental impact 9 Community of the Arctic Slope.
10 statementsinthe U.S. now? 10 MR. MIKE HALLER: I'm Michael Haller. I'm
11 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, George. 11 the community liaison for the Bureau of Ocean Energy
12 MR. MIKE HALLER: Other comments? 12 Management, Regulation and Enforcement for the Alaska
13 DR. JIM KENDALL: Anyone else? Going 13 Region.
14 once, going twice -- 14 MR. JAMES PATKOTAK: I'm James Patkotak.
15 MS. RACHEL EDWARDSON: Could you do an 15 | worked for ICAS as a natural resource director myself.
16 introduction, have everybody introduce themselves? 16 Currently | am -- | work for KBRW radio station. I'm a
17 DR. JIM KENDALL: That would be an 17 DJ
18 excellentidea. That would be great. My nameisJim 18 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: | recognize your
19 Kendall. I'mthe Regional Director for the regional 19 voice
20 office of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 20 DR. JIM KENDALL: And with that, if there
21 Regulation and Enforcement of the Department of Interior. 21 areno other comments, | would officially like to close
22 MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER: My nameisMike 22 thismeeting on the public hearing for the revised
23 Routhier. | also work in the Alaska Region for BOEMRE, 23 supplementa EIS. | want to thank you all for coming out.
24 and | work as an EIS coordinator, so | help put together 24 | know thereis awhale celebration tomorrow. And I'm
25 these documents. 25 readly pleased we had some folks here because | know it's
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1 arealy important celebration tomorrow.
2 Thank you all for coming, and your input has
3 beeninvaluable. And have a good evening.
4 (Proceedings adjourned at 8:50 p.m.)
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 REPORTER' S CERTI FI CATE
2 I, MARY A VAVRIK, RVMR Notary Public in and for
3 the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
4 That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
5 me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
6 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
7 transcribed under ny direction by conmputer transcription;
8 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
9 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
10 | any interest in the outcone of the action herein
11 contai ned.
12 IN W TNESS WHERECOF, | have hereunto subscribed
13 ny hand and affixed my seal this __ day of
4 __ 2011.
15
16

VARY A VAVRI K|
17 Regi stered Merit Reporter
Nof'ary Public for aska
18
19 My Commi ssion Expires: November 5, 2012
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS

DR JI M KENDALL: It's 20 after, so we are
going to start the neeting nowin just a mnute. Before I
make the introductions and go into any details, | want to
ask soneone to give a blessing in just a mnute here.

Presi dent Doreen, can | ask you to give a blessing before
we start the neeting pl ease?
(Bl essing offered by Doreen Lanpe.)

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very, very
much. Good eveni ng and thank you for taking tinme out of
your busy day to join us. M nane is JimKendall. |I'm
the Regional Director of the Al aska Regional Ofice of the
Bur eau of Ocean Energy Managenent, Regul ati on and
Enforcement. | knowthat's a long line there, but we just
go by BCEMRE.

Now, one thing | noticed at sone of our other
nmeetings is, as we got into the neeting, sonmeone asked who
are you, where are you from just what are you. Well, we
are a federal governnment agency. W're part of the
Departnment of Interior. W are not an oil conpany. W
are not a nongovernnental organization. Qur job is to
manage the energy and mneral resources of the Quter
Continental Shelf. W pull the information together and
we pass it on to the decisionmaker, in this case the

Secretary of the Interior.
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Now, what we are doing tonight is holding public
heari ngs on the Revised Draft Suppl enental Environnent al
| npact sale for Lease Sale 193. Now, that's nouthful.

We are doing this neeting a little bit
different. Wat we are going to do is after | introduce
the teamhere, I'"'mgoing to ask themto go through a
series of flip charts so that we all start fromthe sane
know edge base. Okay? So this is a little bit different.
We are going to provide a lot nore information at the
begi nni ng so that when we get into public coment,
everybody has an idea of really why we are here.

Now, starting with introductions, at the front
table here |I've got Sharon Warren. Sharon is the project
manager for the supplenental EIS. Next to her is Mke
Rout hier. Mke Routhier is the coordinator of the EIS.
He takes all the parts and pieces and puts it together.

Now, as it's being put together, we have got to
make sure it flows and everybody understands it and all
the definitions are there. That falls on the back of
Scott Bl ackburn in the back there. Raise your hand,
Scott. Scott is not only a technical expert in what we
do; he is also a technical editor. So he tries to nmake
t he docunent witten in a way that people can understand
it.

We al so have back there M chael Hall er. M chael

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Hal l er is our comunity |liaison. He helps us work with
the communities, like here in Barrow, to get your input.
We al so have tonight with us Janes. Janes is a
translator. |If anybody feels sonething needs to be
transl ated, Janes has agreed to help us out. All right.

Now, with that -- oh, | also have to introduce
Mary Vavri k. Mary Vavrik is our court reporter. Again,
everything that takes place at this neeting is very
i mportant. Ckay. Qur job is to put together the
information that the Secretary and his team the
deci si onmaker, will make. So we put the information
together. W send it up top. Mary is instrunental to
make sure everything you say is entered. So pl ease, when
you speak, speak |oud enough so it can be heard. State
your nanme so we can get that for the record. And if you
happen to have anything -- any witten comments, Mary w ||
be happy to accept it.

Now, with that, we are going to go to a brief
I ntroduction of why we're here. Again, thisis alittle
bit different fromthe way we usually do things. GCkay.

Now, I'Il give you a warning. After the little
briefing is done, to maximnm ze public input and so that
everybody can hear, we are going to nove the chairs so
everybody sits in a circle. And then we are going to go

around the roomwith the mke as long as it takes until
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everybody feels they have had good input. |If we |eave
here tonmorrow norni ng and soneone didn't speak their
piece, we failed. It's very inportant that if you have
sonething to say, we hear it, whether it's at the

begi nning or at the end. It just has to be said. Ckay?

Wth that, I'"'mgoing to give the m crophone over
to Sharon. And Sharon, could you wal k us through what we
all need to know before we start getting to work.

M5. SHARON WARREN: Thank you, and
wel cone. Can you hear ne? Here we are. Like Jimsaid,
we wanted to go through and | et you know why we're here.
And we have got sone posters to explain why we're here and
what we would like fromall of you on this docunent.

Wiy we're here today, we get -- we need your
comments on the Revised Draft Suppl enental Environnenta
| npact Statenment for sale 193. The docunents are back
there on the table. W have docunents as well as we have
CDs of the docunents. So if you haven't received one and
you woul d I'i ke one, please take one this evening.

What was Lease Sal e 193? Lease Sale 193, first
of all, we had done an environnental inpact statenment and
published it as final in 2007. |In 2008 we had a | ease
sale. And at that | ease sale, we had six conpanies bid
on -- to explore for oil and gas. W offered 29.3 mllion

acres, and there was 487 | eases i ssued for about 2.8
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mllion acres.

Over here on this map is the area of the sale.
And this was the sale area that was out here in red. This
is what we offered. There is sone alternatives that
were -- there are sone alternatives, and you wll find
that out in the supplenental EIS, that we offered off the
coast and there is an alternative -- this alternative is
Al ternative 3.

It was not -- the decision was made not to
sel ect that alternative by the Secretary, and so that's
why you will see leases in this area here [indicating].
This alternative is on the table on this -- in this
docunent for the decision for the Secretary. He can
either decide to affirmthe entire sale area or he can
select this alternative and even with the leases in it.
And we will explain what kind of happens with that.

But this is the entire sale area that was
offered. And you can see the bl ocks that were | eased by
t he si x conpani es.

Then what happened? Days before the | ease
sale -- the | ease sale was offered on February 6, 2008,
but before that tinme, the plaintiffs sued to validate the
| ease sale. They alleged that the EIS did not adequately
assess the environnmental inpacts.

A In that litigation -- usually in litigation sonetines
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plaintiffs will ask for an injunction to stop the sale.
That was not asked for. So the sale was not stopped. It
continued on. And that's the reason why we have -- we
have this | ease sale is because the Court did not prevent
us fromholding it.

Then in July 2010, the District Court for the
District of Al aska ruled that nost of the EI'S was
satisfactory, but there were three i ssues the agency
needed to address. And those issues were the Court said
t he agency failed to anal yze the environnmental inpacts of
nat ural gas devel opnent, despite industry interest and
specific |l ease incentives for such devel opnent.

I n our notice of sale, we had a | ease incentive
that if they purchased a | ease for oil, then there was an
incentive for themto al so produce the natural gas.
However, we didn't analyze that in the environnental
I npact statenent that was released in 2007. So the judge
said go back and anal yze t hat because you offered
sonething that you didn't analyze in the environnental
| npact st at enent.

The judge al so said that the agency failed to
determ ne whether m ssing information identified by the
agency was rel evant or essential under the federal
regul ations and, in addition to that, failed to determ ne

whet her the cost of obtaining the mssing information was
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exorbitant or neans of doing so was unknown. The judge is
saying that we didn't follow the regulations that were
there for us to follow. So he said go back and do it.

So we went back and we followed the Court's
order. W drafted a suppl enental environnental i npact
statenent to address the three concerns. Many of you nay
have attended the public hearing we had in Novenber here
on that docunent. And so we were addressing the Court
concerns with that docunent. And we got comments on the
draft SEI'S. The comment period included public hearings
i n Kot zebue, Point Hope, Point Lay, Wi nwight, Barrow and
Anchorage, as well as a series of government-to-governnent
nmeetings at the affected communiti es.

MR- M CHAEL ROUTHI ER: So t he next
question is, was the draft SEIS finalized after that. And
the answer is actually no. |In this situation, we put out
t he draft document. We held the public neetings |ike we
are doing for this docunment tonight, and solicited public
comments. W received over 150,000 public coments.

Many of those requested that the agency consi der
t he environnmental inpacts of a very large oil spill. This
was occurring on the heels of the Deepwater Horizon event.
A very large oil spill was on everyone's mnd, for obvious
reasons. So we, as an agency, reviewed the comments and

consi dered our options and decided that the best thing
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that we could do is to analyze a very large oil spil
scenari o.

And so that we do it correctly, we decided to
put it into an EIS formand add it to the draft SEI S,
whi ch we al ready had.

So | nentioned a fewtinmes now a very | arge oi
spill or VLOS or V-L-O-S. And that begs the question,
what is it? WIlIl, like it says up here, it's a very |arge
oil spill. And basically it's a tool for us to analyze
and understand all the potential environnmental effects
t hat could happen in the event that sonething goes
incredi bly wong and there is catastrophic oil spill.

It's a scenario. |It's purely hypothetical.

It's an extrenme case. Basically, in developing this
scenari o, our geol ogi sts who have the subject natter
expertise in these issues, were instructed to basically
consider or tell us what would be the | argest possible
flowrate fromany reservoir known in the Chukchi Sea.

So they | ooked at basically any sort of variable
that would go into determi ning how fast the oil wll cone
out or how big would the oil spill be. They maxi m zed all
t hose vari ables, and we got a very |large nunber. But that
coul d be good because it hel ps us understand all the
possi bl e environnental effects, and it acconplishes the

mai n goal here, and that is inform ng the deci sionmaker.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

11

It is inmportant to understand that the very
| arge oil spill is purely hypothetical, obviously. And
it's also different than another concept that you are
likely to hear in the context of our agency's work, that
term bei ng worst-case discharge. |'mnot sure everyone
here has ever heard that term But that term cones from
our regulations. It's a termspecifically within our
regulations, and it's a calculation that's required
whenever an oil conpany submits an expiration plan or
proposes to actually drill a well.

Now, that's not happening right now. R ght now
we are at the | ease sale stage. |If sone or all of the
| ease sale is reaffirnmed, then we could possibly go to the
next phase whi ch woul d be an exploration plan phase. W
are not there yet. But if we get to that phase, within
t he exploration plan fromthe oil conpany they would do a
wor st - case di scharge, which basically cal cul ates how big
an oil spill could be, but it also takes into account a
| ot of additional information that woul d be known at that
time.

And by additional information, |I'mtalking about
a specific location, specific type of well using specific
t echnol ogy, having specific responses that would be on
hand. So it's a nuch nore detail ed cal cul ati on.

And basically our agency woul d then review t hat
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calculation as well as the rest of the exploration plan
that could potentially be submtted. W review that and
make sure that it contains everything it needs to contain.
It does the analysis properly. W do that review before
deci di ng on whether to approve anyt hi ng.

MS. SHARON WARREN: So agai n, what i nput
does BOEMRE need? Again, this is in the | ease sal e stage.
There are four stages in the OCS process. W have a
five-year program W have the | ease sale stage. W have
an exploration plan stage. And we have a devel opnent
production stage. W are at the | ease sale stage. So
this is a decision the Secretary wll make, whether or not
to affirmthe | ease sale that has al ready happened in 2008
or nake sone ot her changes concerning that | ease sale.

So we prepared the draft docunent, revised draft
suppl enental that addresses the issues raised by the Court
and the analysis of the environnental inpacts of a very
|large oil spill. Wwen we were here in Novenber, we had
just a docunent that was attributable to where we were
going to respond to the Court. This docunent has
information in total fromwhat we used to respond to the
Court, as well as the very large oil spill.

So this document supplenents -- it's a draft
supplenent, and it's supplenenting the final EI'S that was

prepared in 2007. So in references to sone of the -- in
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t he docunent you may see references to sections of the
final EIS. That was because that was already released in
2007, and this is just supplenenting the information
that's in that docunent.

We are now seeking substantive comments on the
draft docunent. So if you have information that -- and
you want an opportunity to provide that information, this
Is the time to do it. The public hearing and the public
comment period -- we are going around the communities for
the public hearing |ike we are doing today. The public
comment period is open until July 11th. So we woul d ask
you to get your comments to us by July 11th. There is a
website to go to. W are using regul ations.gov, but if
you go to this website, it will take you directly to the
regul ati ons. gov where you can submt your comments, and we
have instructions on the back table on how to submt
comment s using regul ati ons. gov.

And if you have got any questions after you take
a look at that, please talk to Scott Bl ackburn, and he can
answer questions concerning how to submt comrents through
regul ati ons. gov.

So what happens after these hearings? First we
w || consider the comments that we received through both
of the public hearings, as well as through the

regul ati ons. gov comments. W wll prepare a final
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suppl enental EIS.

This is on a court schedule. W are in
litigation with this docunent, and this litigation is
bef ore Judge Beistline with the U S. District Court with
the District of Alaska. He issued an order on May 19th
sayi ng, okay, you can do your very large oil spil
anal ysis, but you need to have the Secretary to nake the
deci sion by Cctober 3rd of 2011.

In order for us to do that, we need to have the
final EIS out at | east 30 days before the Secretary can
make his decision. And again, this is a | ease sale
deci sion whether to affirmthe | ease sale or to nodify and
make changes to the | ease sale; not to offer nore | and,
but it will be within the confines of what was -- what was
first offered.

Once the Secretary nakes his decision, both that
decision and the final SEIS will be filed with the
District Court. There wll be a briefing schedul e
established by the plaintiffs as well as the defendants,
and it wll go through the litigation process. The Court
w || then deci de whether or not the agency has net its
obl i gati ons under the National Environnental Policy Act
and the federal |aws that we have to foll ow

Again, this is on the |lease sale. This is not a

drilling plan. W are not even to the stage of the
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expl oration on there because before even any exploration
can take effect in this area is, one, the Secretary has to
determ ne one way or the other that there is going to
remain | eases out there; and also the District Court has
to deci de whether or not we fulfilled our obligations
under NEPA. And then even that, the Court would have to
al | ow expl orati on because right now the Court does not

all ow exploration or anything of activities like that on

t he | ease.

And then there is further NEPA review. So even
after we go through this and it just -- there is a |lot of
ifs. If this, if this, if this. And even with the
exploration plan, there is additional NEPA review on it.
So it's another stage process.

And so that's what | wanted to say. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very mnuch.
Now t he fun part starts. And since we have this many
people in the audi ence -- we had about the sane anopunt in
Kot zebue. And we did sonething to try it and it worked
really, really good. First everybody said, |I don't think
so, but we tried it, and by the end of the night everybody
said, this is the way you have to do your neetings.

We took the chairs and we put themin a circle.
Everybody sat in the circle and we passed the m crophone

around. And you could either pass, pass it to the next
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person, and that person could say sonething or pass. And
we have kept going around till everybody agreed |'ve said
all 1 needed to say and I'mjust going to pass. And so
I'd kind of like to try that here. Wuld anybody be
really opposed if we just noved our chairs a little bit
and we coul d see each other's faces while we tal k? Thank
you. | see CGeorge shaking his head yes. So let's nake
the circle up here so our court reporter can see our faces
while we talk. Thank you. This will take about three
m nut es.

(Of the record.)

DR. JI M KENDALL: Ckay, Friends. Let's
take our seats. | know we have a nice neeting in the
back. James, cone on up. | think we nmay have to nmake our
circle closer.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON:. People will cone

DR JI M KENDALL: Okay. Good. Okay. We
are going to start in 30 seconds. Now, usually the best
way to start is to start wth sonmeone in authority. And
soif it's all right, I'd like to go to a new friend of
mne to see if she would like to start it off. And
Doreen, you are free to pass and pass the m crophone to
your right or you can speak now or speak later. |It's up

to you. The mke is yours if you want it.
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MS. DOREEN LAMPE: My nane is Doreen
Lanpe. | live in Barrow all ny life. | ammarried. |
have three kids and a couple of grandchildren. 1'm
concerned about this draft suppl enental EI'S because our
tribal nenbers in Point Hope had to go the length to sue
t he governnent to get their voices and their concerns
heard. And we had a nice little briefing this afternoon
wth the I CAS board of directors fromour vill ages,
Nui gsut, Point Lay, and Point Hope where it was called on
such short notice.

But nmy main concern is the -- the reason we had
to sue, and it seened |ike the governnment has had a blind
ear to our concerns. And even though it's not in our best
Interest to sue the federal governnent, we had to |listen
to our tribal nenbers in Point Hope. And there was a bad
year for them when they didn't catch any whales. And they
were screanm ng and hollering that the seismc activity
that was taking place in the Chukchi Sea was the nain
reason that they were not catching whales in Point Hope.

And we were not bei ng acknow edged. W were not
bei ng addressed or respected. So we had to join our
tribal sister governnent in Point Hope, one of our village
tribal governnents under I1CAS. W had to join themin
this lawsuit in Lease Sale 193. And from our discussions

this afternoon, I'mnot sure that this draft suppl enental
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EIS will answer the concerns that -- that our primry
community nmenbers of Point Hope, Native Village of Point
Hope have sued for is because of the hardship of the
access to their hunting and harvesting of our natural
resour ces.

And in briefly just |looking at the table of
contents today, first tine | seen this draft suppl enental
El S today, of all the days when we are having a neeting
tonight, and |I'masked to comment on it in this very short
notice. And the biggest concern that | feel why we joined
-- why ICAS joined the Native Village of Point Hope's
| awsuit is because of the trouble, the trouble that
hunters have in accessi ng subsi stence resources and trying
to get the attention of the governnent when big oil is
right there blasting away seismc air guns and scaring all
t he gane away for mles around when this is the only one
chance to harvest those natural resources.

So |'mvery skeptical about this draft EIS,
supplenental EIS. | didn't see any real teeth in assuring
hunters that they will mtigate the inpacts fromall four
stages of your prograns, or five stages now, including the
five-year program

So |I'mvery concerned about how difficult our
future hunters are going to have so nuch red tape and so

nmuch traffic fromoil industry, so nmuch interference that
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our ice cellars mght not get filled up. W mght not
have seal oil one year.

But | thank you for taking the opportunity to
sit at our tables with us and di scuss your draft
suppl enental EIS this afternoon. And | hope that we can
work with you, that you can provide better access to our
hunters, better mtigation efforts for the hardshi ps that
a hunter goes through when trying to provide food on the
table. That's ny biggest concern for this offshore
drilling on Lease Sale 193 and why we had to go the |l ength
to sue the federal governnment to get our concerns
addr essed, our voices heard.

And | hope with this new Adm nistration that we
can work with the Obama Adm nistration, the federal
cabi net nenbers. And thank you for com ng up here.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Doreen.

Next. Sir, you are wel cone to pass or --

M5. EMVA POKON: Enma Pokon with the North

Sl ope Borough. | haven't cleared any comments with the
mayor's office, so |I'm speaking on ny own part, | guess.
| just wanted to, | guess, first acknow edge that your

nmeeti ng process seens to have inproved since the |ast tinme
you were here with the Lease Sale 193 EIS. There wasn't
nmuch in the way of information other than what was shared

verbally for people who attended the neeting. So | want
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to say thank you for bringing maps and sone visuals to
hel p communi cate wth people who are com ng to | earn about
t he work that you are doi ng.

And | al so want -- was hoping that Sharon, you
could clarify quickly. In your presentation you had said
that there would be additional NEPA processes for the next
stages of the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act process,
and you specifically referred to the exploration plan.

In the past, BOEMRE, MV5, the sel ected NEPA
procedure was an environnental assessnent foll owed by a
finding of no significant inpact. And also the public
comment period is somewhat limted in part because of the
30-day tine limt in OCSLA. So | was hoping, given that
you nentioned that in your presentation, that you could
foll ow up on that and | ay out maybe the differences that
BOEMRE sees in the input process for right now versus the
expl oration plan stage.

MS. SHARON WARREN: Ckay. |Is that fine?
I'll take the tinme now. Yes. At the |ease sale stage, we
do an environnental inpact statenent. And the purpose of
t hat environnental inpact statenent is that we do tier, as
far as the National Environmental Policy Act says, that we
can use that docunent in the |ater process.

So with an exploration plan, if we do get an

exploration plan, the NEPA that we use to start out wth
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I's an environnental assessnent. That's what we do first.
And at that point in tine we determ ne whether or not, in
t hat NEPA revi ew of the environnental assessnent, is there
any significant effects that we have not al ready addressed
i n the environnental inpact statenent.

|f we have addressed themin the environnental
| npact statenent, then what we do is what they call a
finding of no new significant inpacts because they have
been addressed in the bigger environnental docunent. So
if we had -- if we find that there are significant effects
that we did not address, then what we would do is -- then
we would go to an environnental inpact statenent on the
expl orati on.

So it's atiered process with NEPA because NEPA
you do the |l owest -- not the |owest, but you do an
envi ronnent al assessnent, and that assesses whether or not
you had -- if there is a need to do an environnental
| npact statenent. And |i ke Emma said, when we deem an
exploration plan submtted -- so a conpany submts their
exploration plan. W look at it internally, make sure
t hey have all the information that's required by the
regul ati ons, and then we deemit subnitted.

Once that's deened submitted, there is a very
short public tine frame that we send it out because the

| aw requires us to either approve it or disapprove it
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wthin 30 days. So we have a real short tine frane to
address that exploration plan. So that is why the public
comment period is -- it's usually, you know, a short
period of tine.

We do put out a notice to prepare environnental
assessnent with the exploration plan because the
expl oration plan goes out to stakeholders to review. W
do do a notice of preparation of environnental assessnent.
That's the opportunity for individuals and stakeholders to
cone and provide comments to us. W do not have the
envi ronnent al assessnent out for public review. So the
tinme for the public to get their concerns addressed is
when we issue that notice of -- a notice to prepare an
envi ronnental assessnment. That's the cue to provide us
your concerns so that they can be consi dered when we do
t he environnental assessnent. Does that answer that.

M5. EMVA POKON: So there is a possibility
at the exploration plan stage that if the agency finds
that there were potential inpacts that weren't considered
at the | ease sale stage, that there would be a full EIS
rat her than just an EA. How would that work into the
30-day tine limt?

M5. SHARON WARREN: Good question. W
haven't -- | haven't been there where we had faced that

where all the -- and it's just not inpacts. It has to be
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significant inpacts. So | haven't -- | don't have that
experience on how that would be figured in, so | can't
answer that, Emma.

DR JI M KENDALL: W have to work with the
attorneys on that.

MS. SHARON WARREN: Attorneys and
everything el se on how to work that into the bigger
pi cture.

M5. EMVA PCKON: And | guess anot her
foll owup question is, | guess, if you are tiering from
the | ease sale EI'S, when you are | ooking at the
expl orati on plans, does that nmke, then, people' s thoughts
or comments about possible exploration plans rel evant at
the | ease sal e stage because of the tiering process?

M5. SHARON WARREN: We do | ook at the
scenari os that we have in the final EIS. | nean, we do
| ook at what the -- how many explorations, what the
resource and devel opnent would be in the area. So yeah
so if people have coments -- not only would we take them
at that point in time, but we would also take them at the
expl oration tine.

But the approval of the exploration plan is

dependent on the environmental review, both, you know,
If -- whether or not it's addressed in the EIS that we did

prior toit, and then in the docunent that we are doi ng
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specifically for the exploration plan. Because the |ease
sale EISis very broad. It doesn't have specifics of
where sonebody is going to drill. So when we get an

expl oration plan, that's where we have specific -- where
they are actually going to go out and drill, where the
well is going to be. So there is additional information
there for us to do our NEPA on it we don't have at the

| ease sal e st age.

So it's taking -- it's going froma very | arge
program |like fromthe five-year to the |ease sale to the
expl oration plan. So you are getting finite down to where
you are actually tal ki ng about.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Let's go back here.

MR, ELI NUKI APl GAK: Hel | o. l"mEli. [ m
a whaling captain from Nuigsut. | just got through
hosting a whaling feed for ny people in the Village of
Nuigsut. |I'mon the other side in the Beaufort Sea from
t he Chukchi just around the corner fromus. |It's all the
same Arctic Ocean to ne. Wether it's the Beaufort or
Chukchi, it's all Arctic Ccean to ne.

That's the people of the whole North Sl ope's
garden. That's where we hunt and gather food in a short
period of tine, especially in the sumrerti ne when
mgration of all different marine manmals that cone to our

area. Sone m ght be lucky to get sone, sone won't because
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the climate change is right now. They're talking about
climate change right now It's already started. CQur
river, Colville River, is nowtw weeks ahead of tine.
That's how changing in our river now in Nuiqgsut.

The first (lnupiaq) cone around, start to cone
at | east one or two weeks earlier. That's the changi ng of
the mgrations, the aninals and the | and and sea that we
depend on.

What ki nd of assurance are you giving ne as a
subsi stence hunter if that full-blown exploration and
full -blown barges that will cone to our garden and to al
the mari ne mammal s t hat we depend on from one coast al
the way up to Canadi an border? What kind of federal
assurance are you going to give ne if sonething of nass
destruction happens |ike just happened in Gulf of Mexico?
What ki nd of assurance are you going to give ne if the
mari ne manmmal s or the food chain die-off happen? Wat
w || happen that you --

The traditional know edge of our Elders are
passi ng away real fast, and yet there is no -- the
scientific of the federal governnent and the I nupiat
scientists need to work together to address the need of
what -- nost and do it right and conpronm se to hel p one
another so we will have our food on our table once we

start, because | have experience in the Beaufort Sea
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Native ice. W |lost three boats, and | was one of the
boats that was | ost because of boom project. Shell, they
do the sane thing. Twenty years ago, it's the same thing.
Now he's back there doing it -- what will happen now?
What ki nd of assurance does Shell have for our people if
sonething |i ke mass destructi on happens.

Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you.
MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: My nane is CGeorge

Edwar dson. |'m one of the councilnmen for | nupiat
Community of the Arctic Slope. And to continue where E
just left, when an ani mal, bearded seal, pol ar bear,
whal e, bel uga, when Point Hope msses it, then it
continues up to the east and Point Lay has a chance to go
after the sane aninmals. And if they mss it, it continues
over. Wainwight then has a chance to attenpt to catch
that -- harvest that for their famly. And it continues
right on into Canada.

This is the mgration routes of the seals we
hunt, walrus, the whal es, polar bear. These are the
ani ral s we depend on.

And when you | ook at the Chukchi, you have to
|l ook at it fromthis perspective. You nentioned VLCS,
very large oil spill. Okay. Let's |look at a very large

oil spill.
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Before we do that, let's | ook at what happens to
oil when it hits the Arctic Ccean. W had a sanpl e of
that in the md 1940s when one of the Liberty ships
bui |l ding the DEW Il ines ran aground and was about to be

destroyed by the waves and the only way they saved that

Li berty ship at Lonely was to off-load its fuel, its
bunker oil. And then it killed the whole Admralty Bay,
t he | agoons, you know, going to the west from Lonely. It

killed the whol e ecosystemright there.

And then when the storm subsided, the oil that
was up in the high grounds, 50 years |later a storm of the
sane caliber hit again, and that bunker oil started
killing again. See, the problemwith oil in the Arctic
Ccean is the Arctic Ccean is cold, very cold in
tenperature. The |light ends of the crude oil does not go
into vapor like it does in the Gulf of Mexico; the |ight
ends will, you know, disappear. |In the Arctic they don't.

And just to show you how effective that cold is,
cold weather is, driftwod that's been sitting on the
beaches for over 100 years, the outside mght be rotting,
but when you cut the wood inside, oil -- the sap actually
starts to flow again. That's how well the cold preserves
oil, whether it be tree sap or crude oil. And that's, you
know, that kind of danger we have to watch

And when you |l ook at the Arctic Crcle -- you
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see ny son-in-law right there with his mke, he's the
North Pole, and all the way around is the way the currents
flow. And then a piece of ice sitting here in front of ne
will go all the way around and cone back at ne in ten
years | ater and another ten years it will cone back again
If it doesn't flow south between down in the north sea
flow ng south. That piece of ice don't go in that
direction. It continues in a circle. It keeps com ng
back to ne every ten years.

Now, if you put a pollutant inside the water,
and a very large one, there it is. [It's going all the way
around in a circle. It cones back at ne every ten years.
And you saw what happened 50 years later with bunker oil.

And | ooki ng at that VOL, when you put it in
bet ween Si beria and Al aska, in sumertine the currents
flow north. In springtine -- in springtine that's when
the salnon fingerlings hit the ocean and the currents take
themup in the north. And | ooking at a map Cceani a had
made of the tenperature gradients up to 168 mles fromthe
shore going north from Al aska and from Si beria and over
160 m |l es past Wangell Island north of Siberia, the
tenperature in this whole area was ideal tenperatures for
the fingerlings to be in.

And those of us that played in that ocean out

there in our younger days when we get over 100 m |l es out,
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we wll run into schools of salnon; sonetinmes sal non,
sonetines other fish, nore than one species of salnon in
one big school. And | |earned the dinensions fromthe --
fromthe Naval Arctic Research Laboratories' aerial photos
of these schools of fish. There was one school of fish
eight mles wde and 28 mles |ong, and these were al
juvenil e sal non.

Just to show you how thick that school is, one
of ny uncles one tine drove his boat into it and could
only get about one-fourth of the way in, nine mles out
straight out in the ocean in the mddle of sumrer, he
stepped out of his boat into the ocean, and he never went
hal fway up to his knees wal king on top of a school of
fish.

This is that fish that is in the Arctic that
goes to the Arctic when the currents in the -- when the
Bering Sea froze north in sumrer. This is the fingerlings
that went there. And when they mature, they fl ow south,
start to go back into their rivers where they originated
from

A few years back, the Yukon Ri ver did not get
its fish. And that was the sane summer, that sanme spring
that the seismic was done in the Chukchi. And the sal non
t hat was supposed to have been going to the rivers south

of the Arctic Circle scattered all across the North Sl ope
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and started going into our rivers up here that nornally do
not get the large nasses of salnon. They all were -- the
m gration of the fish had been changed by the seisnic.

And just to show you how powerful that seisnic
was, when they were doing the seismc in the Chukchi in
t he open water neetings in Anchorage, we | earned that
seism c being done in Banks |Island in Canada had to shut
down because t he background noise fromthe Chukchi was so
| oud they could not do their seismc, do their readings in
Canada. That's over 400 mles. Wat is it doing going
straight out in the ocean or further to the west?

These have to be considered. These have never
been | ooked at. But that sal non, when it does go into the
ocean, the currents do take it up north, and they cone up
north with their food. And then when bel ugas start
m grating, when the seals start mgrating, polar bears,
this -- that big school nmass is their food. And this
usually goes from Peard Bay 50 mles to the west of us to
over 160 m |l es past Wangell Island up to 200 ml es w de.

The tenperature says this is where that sal non
stock is. That's their nursery right in the m ddle of
what you what you are calling the Chukchi |ease sal e area.

Now, that mass of school, that big mass of
salnon in end of the '70s and the early part of the '80s,

there was an international organization conducted in
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Seward, Al aska. They called it the Bering Sea Synthesis.
And in that synthesis, there were 13 nations that dealt
with the Arctic Ccean. And they were expl aining, you
know, what happens and what happens in the ocean and these
schools of fish and the currents that occurred. Right
there they showed the Bering Sea as one-third of the

worl d's fish stock.

Let's take a look at all the fish on the whole
pl anet earth and give it a factor of one. Ckay. Just
because it's fish, we will call it one. And then when you
| ook at -- start |ooking at these school nasses, the
Bering Sea, you are | ooking at one-third of the world's
stock right there. Then you start |ooking at the world,
start | ooking around. W end up with the Pacific fire
rim The popul ation has gotten so big they have eaten
that fish stock up. That fish is not -- can't barely
reproduce itself. That's another third of the world's
fish.

And then let's start | ooking at the planet sone
nmore, and then over there in the North Sea, there is
another third of the world's fish. That one right there,
about three years ago | went to Norway for an
I nternati onal organization on the Arctic Ccean and found
out there was an agreenent between Russia and Norway.

When one country fished in the North Sea, the
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ot her country did not fish because they understood if they
both -- if both countries fished, they would destroy that
third of the world's fish. So today when Norway fishes
one area in the North Sea, Russians do not fish. The
followi ng year the Russians go out. That's the only way
they can preserve the next third of the world' s fish.

Ckay. Now, we are looking at all the world's
fish: North Sea, the Bering Sea, and the Pacific R m
Two-thirds of them are danaged. One-third is dead. And
in -- in the North Sea, the salnmon is no | onger
har vest abl e because it's been overfished. But the bottom
fish are being negotiated on by these two big major
countries. Now, the last third of the world's fish is the
salnon and its nursery is the Chukchi. Your
responsibility is to nake sure not just the | ease sal es,
but what the ground -- what the ocean feeds people.

We are looking at the last third of the world's
fish. Are you going to let it be destroyed so a coupl e of
conpanies can profit? | nean, this is sonething you have
to seriously ook at when you | ook at the Arctic Qcean.

| could talk all night, but I'Il give sonebody a
chance to say sonething. And everything | gave you has
cone in -- |I've learned fromthe United States through the
Navel Arctic Research Studies or international

organi zati ons, you know, conferences conducted. The
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nunbers |I'mtal king about are the United States' and ot her
maj or nations' nunbers. And all I'mdoing is rem nding
you of them

And ny problemis I've lived here, and the
ocean, the animals in the ocean, and ny rel atives that
| ive up here, we have a very serious problem and we --
that is, we cannot live up here without the food from our
ocean. W are stuck with that food. You can't bring ne
beef and then nmake ne live here and be healthy. | can't.
It will not happen. | need that fat fromthat aninmal that
lives in the ocean. So this --

| need your help. W all need your help. So
t ogether we can protect the last third of the world's
fish. And it's not oil that's going to feed us. It m ght
make us travel faster or a little bit |onger, but it's not
going to keep us alive. And when you are | ooking at the
last third of the world's fish, which al so feeds, you
know, the seals | eat, the belugas, the bears, the animals
| nanmed, that's what | need. | need their fat. And they
get their fat fromthe sal non fingerlings.

And two years ago, NOAA had done sone studies on
t he coast, and they found our coast filled with sal non
fingerlings, the fish | was saying that mgrated north
followng the currents. | nean, you are |looking at this

information. [It's not sonething new. It's sonething we
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have all been watchi ng throughout our whole history as a
peopl e.

There is very few of us up here that live up
here that depend on this up here. W want to stay |onger.
We need our kids to live here after us. They have to be
here. And the only way they can do it is to make you, the
governnent, understand. W know |legally you can't go
selling sonething that don't belong to you.

At the UN, we have al so cone to understand when
the United States says they are going to do sonmething in
the Arctic, they always remind the world we are under
their custodial care. You are taking care of us,
therefore, you can tal k about the ocean. The United
States has not signed the |law of the hi gh seas.
Technically speaking, the Arctic Qcean is not yours, it's
m ne, the people that live here. And | amnot ready to
have ny hone destroyed.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you, GCeorge.
Janes.

MR. JAMES PATKOTAK: Thank you. M nane
Is Janes Patkotak. | grew up here in Barrow, Al aska. |
| earned how to hunt fromthe ocean. Like George said,
that's our garden out there, and | |earned at a very young
age hunting oogruk, seal and the whale out there. Now

oil industry cones up here and decides to | ook for oil out
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in the ocean. Wy don't the oil industries stay on | and.

Here is one concern that had been brought out by
t he M neral s Managenent Servi ce before BOEMRE cane -- cane
to be. | renenber hearing a concern by one of the -- one
of our | eaders way back then. 1In case of a very large oil
spill, wll the people be provided with food, Wiite Man
food? WII we -- will we be provided with necessary food
for our table, our children.

Now, there are about 10,000 | nupiats on the
North Sl ope al one, maybe nore. Now, will the federal
governnent be able to provide us with food each and every
day because we won't be able to eat nuktuk, eat the seal

we | i ke, the oogruk? They are nourishing to our bodies,

very nourishing. | nyself, even after | have a hanburger
and French fries, I'mstill yearning to eat sone nore
because it doesn't fill nme up. The Wiite Man food don't
fill me up as well as our I|nupiat food does. So that's

been ny concern, and also it is a concern of nmany people
on the Sl ope.

Now, will that -- is that -- the EIS -- the EIS,
does that -- is it still in there, that concern that has

been brought out a while back when this used to be MVB?

| " m wonderi ng about that. Look into that, and if you are
going to do the supplenental EIS, check it out. Make sure
it wll still stand. That's all | have. Thank you.
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DR, JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Janes. Now,
I'mgoing to wal k around here and pass the m crophone back
to Doreen, and she can start the cycle again. Doreen, you
can pass it on if you choose, or add to what you have
already said. Make sure everybody has a chance.

MS. DOREEN LAMPE: Thank you, Jim Doreen
Lanpe, for the record. I'mglad to see that there is
finally a provision regarding a scenario for a very | arge
oil spill. Every tinme there is a presentation given in
t he past, the presentation usually ends with we don't plan
for the event of a very large oil spill because we plan on
prevention. Prevention of an oil spill is our plan. And
that was such a sorry statenent if | ever heard one by an
oil conpany. And I'mvery glad to see that the federal
governnent has | earned sonmething fromthe BP Gulf of
Mexico oil spill.

| don't know how many of you are on Facebook,

but | just got technologically challenged wth Facebook,
and | read a comment on a Facebook that said if there was
a very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea, our housing
situation up here is so sorry, so bad for our own peopl e,
how are we goi ng to house 30, 000 enpl oyees that are needed
to cone up here to clean up the oil spill? That's how
sorry our housing is in the Arctic. W don't have no

trees.
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So I'"'mglad to see that the federal governnment
finally, after 30 years, inplenented a scenario in the EIS
for a very large oil spill. And | hope that it's taken
into consideration very seriously because we have been
trying to say over and over and over the oil conpanies
cannot clean up a very large oil spill in the Arctic.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Doreen.

MS. LEANDRA DE SOQUSA: | have a question.
Can you hear nme? Leandra, North Sl ope Borough, Depart nment
of WIldlife Managenent. But |'m speaking on behal f of
myself. And | have a question about the very | arge oi
spill. And what -- so what happens? A lot of the
conclusions confirmthat it would be huge negative iInpacts
to the environment and to the I nupiat people if there is a
very large oil spill, so that's out. That's going to go
back to the courts. What's the judge's decision on that?
Is there a scenari 0?

MS. SHARON WARREN: It wll go -- this

docunent wll be used by the Secretary of the Interior to
make hi s decision so, you know, | don't know what the
decision will be of the Secretary of the Interior. But he
will have all the information before him And that's why

we want your concerns and your positions on there so that
we can articulate that in our docunent to the Secretary so

he has all the informati on before hi mbefore he nakes his
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deci si on.
MR. BEN GREENE: Al right. | wll talk.

My nane is Ben G eene. | work for the North Sl ope Borough
Pl anni ng Departnent, but |ike ny cohorts here, | have not
vetted anything through the mayor's office, so | wll be
speaking as a private citizen. I|I'mgoing to follow up on
sone di al ogue that Emma had. And | really appreciate the
answers to the questions and the questions that have to do
with significant thresholds for NEPA anal ysis, when to
performan EIS versus an EA

And this question mght sound fam|iar because
it's the sane question | asked last tine that you were up
here in Barrow. And it has to do with, was it the March
2010 GAO report having to do wth significant thresholds
and MM -- the agency once known as MMS -- inplenentation
of NEPA. MVS responded to that GAO report policy to cone
up with a guidance docunent. | think it was originally
due Decenber 2010. And of course, in the neantine, the
Deepwat er Hori zon occurred.

Jim | think when you were up, you stated at the
time that that guidance docunent tal king about NEPA
t hreshol ds, tal ki ng about significant threshol ds was
immnent. Is it still immnent?

DR JI' M KENDALL: ['mnot up to speed on

It right this second, but ny understanding is that it's
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still noving forward. There are a | ot of people working
on it every day to make sure it lives up to what is
expected. You know, it's sonething we are taking very,
very seriously. As | say, | haven't seen the | atest
report on it, internal report, that is; but |I know people
are working diligently to nake it happen and to get it on
the Web. Does anyone know anyt hi ng?

' msorry. W can always get back with you, but
we didn't cone prepared to answer that question, other
than the fact that | have heard people talk about it and
peopl e were pushing on it as hard as they can.

MR. BEN GREENE: Ckay. Good. Thank you
very nuch. | appreciate the update.

MR, CGEORGE EDWARDSON: Hi again. GCeorge
Edwardson. What | didn't do is tell you about ny
educati on and where | have worked in the past. 1968 I
captained the very first cleanup boat that ever cane to
the State of Alaska. | had to change the systemso it
woul d work to pick up the oil in the water. And it only
pi cked up the heavy ends that floated to the top. The
| i ght ends, like the gasoline and the diesel and the crude
oil and the natural gases fromthe cold weather, that
don't go -- evaporate up in the air, that renained in
solution, but the cleanup boat | had captained was for Pan

Anerican Petroleumin the Cook Inlet in 1968.
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In nmy coll ege education, I'ma geologist. |I'ma
m ni ng and petroleumtechnician, and I'malso a certified
gas field operator with over 17 years of running a gas
field and havi ng worked at Prudhoe Bay from the begi nning
during the exploration. So | do know the industry and
what it does and how it operates.

And when you | ook at ny education, it's nore
than nost in the oil industry. | took that education to
find a way to try to find a way to protect ny hone. And |
had worked for the -- our corporation, nmade an engi neeri ng
firmfor them and was in the process of going after the
of fshore devel opnent. Then | asked the board, if 1t's not
safe, what do | do? They told ne, if it's not safe, find
a way to stop it and we wll be right behind you. And
this is 1977.

And now we are in 2011, and the know edge the
I ndustry has and the direction they are goi ng has not
changed one bit.

They clai mthey study, but where is it? W
don't see it. | haven't seen it. Like | said, | have the
degrees fromthe universities that says I"'man oil man.
And when you | ook at VOL, very large oil spill, we al
have a slight understanding of the Arctic gyro, how the
Arctic Ccean goes around in a circle.

One year | cane up on one of the barrier
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I sl ands, and there was a coupl e of people studying the
birds that were living on the island in summertine. They
had a drift card, and it was froma university in the

nort herneastern end of Australia. He showed ne the drift
card he picked up fromthe barrier islands. That's |ess
than 30 mles to the east of Barrow. And then he asked ne
how did this get there. | just happened to have a copy of
Nat i onal Geographic on the ocean's currents, and | showed
hi mhow it travel ed.

It was south of the south -- South Anerica, went
on the west side of Africa, went north, west side of
Europe north, and then it got in in the North Sea and then
made the trip all the way around until it got to the
barrier island where it |anded. And that drift card had a
four-year date on it.

And the Gulf of Mexico, we all worry about that.
"' mexpecting to see that oil to the east of Barrow in not
too far in the future. The way that drift card was
traveling tells ne.

And li ke |I said, our Arctic Ccean is cold, so
t he diesel and the gasoline don't evaporate out of it. So
it conmes back to ne every ten years. And then there is
that big nursery between Siberia and Al aska. Every tine
It comes around, it's going to hit that. And that's the

worl d's fisheries everybody better be worried about. M

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

42

worries are the whales and the seals. The salnon is your
food. | hope we all understand each other.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, George.

James.

MR, JAMES PATKOTAK: What's -- what's
the -- what are the Feds going to do once the oil cone up
to -- cone up to the Arctic that does spill down in the

GQul f of Mexico? Wio is going to clean it up once it gets
up here? Once there is ice out on our ocean, what are the
Feds going to do? Do you have a plan? Does the Feds have
a plan for that? I|I'mstarting to wonder now.

Now, once the | ease sal es happen and the oi
I ndustry goes and buy a spot where they are going to
drill, now, wll the oil industry keep their word in
hiring locals to be out there drilling with themor are
they going to say the heck with them the Natives, saying
we are going to drill. W don't care what they say. |
nmean, what -- that's the -- that's a question that often
peopl e ask, you know. What's going to happen? You know,
that's a big question. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Good questions. M ke,

I f you could wal k over to this side of the room Again,
this is a technique we tried in Kotzebue, and we just kept
goi ng around until everyone was confortable that they al

had their say. W don't want anybody to | eave the room
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and feel that they got mssed or |left out. GCeorge.

MR GEORCGE EDWARDSON: | told them | coul d
talk all night if you were willing to listen to ne.

DR JI M KENDALL: And we have got |ots of
cof fee and goodi es.

MR, CGEORGE EDWARDSON: Ckay. W are
talking oil and gas. W are tal king about the Arctic.
And you have seen the gyro of the ocean. You see what oil
does when it hits, you know, the cold water. The |ight
ends do not evaporate |like they do in the Gulf. That's
under st ood.

Now, anot her aspect, we have not touched all the
geol ogi cal and information, biological data you have
col l ected, you know, since the | ease sale are now
obsolete. You can't use those anynore because of today's
term everybody is using global warm ng. The Arctic Ocean
had been under a sheet of ice for the last 28- to 32,000
years. That ecosystem had stabilized itself living in the
cold water.

Now the ice is alnpbst all gone and that

famly -- that famly, that ecosystem now is going through
a cultural shock. | call it a cultural shock because the
ice is no |longer there covering it. And they had -- the

m croorgani sns that live in the ocean have adapted to the

col d.
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Now t he heat is hitting them and on top of it
we have this seismc noise, we have this drilling noise.
Seism c that when they send off a seismc boom the ships
are falling apart in between their seismc work. They are
rewel di ng the shi ps over and over.

And I'mlistening to this fromthe peopl e that
work on the ships. Qur marine mammal observers cone and
tell me when they get off fromthe boats that i n between
the seismc works, the welders are busy keeping the ship
t oget her.

Now, this is supposed to be a harm ess boom
And when steel can cone apart fromthe seismc, there is
sonething drastic going on in there soneone is not
bringing out. And the government is not wlling to stick
its nose in there to see if it's really for real, even
t hough the other agencies bring out the point that when
the seismc boomis set off in the Chukchi, Banks Island
I n Canada 400 mles to the east cannot do their seismc
wor k because of the background noi se.

Now, what's happening to all the animals in
between? If | shoot a Steller's eider or one of those
endangered birds, I1'd go to jail for ten years right now.
You will not hesitate to lock nme up, the Feds won't. \Wat
happens to the industry when they destroy whol e fl ocks of

themlike that? | nean, there is sonme heavy-duty
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di scrimnation going onto ne as a subsi stence hunter
versus, you know, the industry who can nake a few doll ars
for the State and the federal governnent just because they
are willing to pay the State and Feds sonme noney. It's
okay to do that kind of damage?

The snow geese that used to be in the barrier
I sl ands when Prudhoe Bay first started to be devel oped
di sappeared from Alaska. In 20001 was in Alberta in Fort
McMurray checking out a gas field operating school over
there, and while | was there, the Canadi an, you know,
wldlife was trying to figure out where all these snow
geese cane from and they had al ready destroyed the
summering place of the snow geese, the Canada snow geese
because the popul ati on had expl oded. D d anybody get
fined for that? Not a single individual or conpany.

And the snow goose is a very shy aninmal, and it
don't like to stay around peopl e and noi se.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Again, we are going to
continue to go around until sonebody does not take the
m cr ophone. Making sure everybody gets a fair shake.
Janmes is not going to di sappoint ne.
MR, JAMES PATKOTAK: | feel this is a very

I nportant gathering for our people. This is our l|ives
that the oil industry -- it's our livelihood. You know,

It's very inportant that we express our -- express our
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feelings for our |nupiat people.

And |I've heard so nuch negative stuff cone out
of our | ocal people here regarding the oil industry when
t hey are working out in Prudhoe Bay. Wen they are out in
t he ocean, they got these negative reports back to us when
we gather in our own little circles now and then. People
tal k about the oil industry, how the Inupiats are being
treated by the oil industry.

Now, hopefully, with the industry out in our

garden, hopefully our |ocal people get trained to be

captains of these drilling ships to keep their ears and
eyes out for our |local people. Be top dogs in our -- in
the oil industry -- one great day, huh? | hope our

| nupi at people get to that point and get even nore
serious, nore serious than we are now.
Wth that, 1'"'mgoing to close. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Jarmes.
Anybody el se wi shes to speak?

MR GEORCGE EDWARDSON: Let's finish off.
Ckay. Let ne finish it off.

DR JI M KENDALL: Ckay. GCeorge.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: When Trans- Al aska
Pi peline was in the process of being built and the EI S was
conducted and in that EIS the U S. federal governnent

guaranteed one major spill in its transportati on system
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and it cane about 20 years after it had been flow ng. And
t hat was the Exxon Val dez. Now, we were guaranteed that
spill when the pipeline was in the process of being built.
That was a guarantee given and, sure enough, the federal
governnent kept their prom se. They had Exxon Val dez.

And t hen when they done -- in the '80s when they
first attenpted to do their offshore drilling up here in
t he Chukchi when the first EIS cane, we were guaranteed
one and one-third major oil spill. Exxon Valdez said you
keep your word. Now you guarantee ne a one-and-one-third
maj or spill. You have killed the ocean with a one-third
spill. Your whole major spill had guaranteed that it
can't stand back up again.

Now, this is what |'m | ooking at when | | ook at
the United States and its promses and its EI'S. You give
us an EIS right here, which we saw for the first tine
t oday, and we are supposed to be sitting here commenti ng
on that. And when you | ook at us throughout the whole
North Slope, | don't think there is even two handful s of
peopl e that can read those books and understand what it's
sayi ng because we are a subsistence peopl e.

What are we going to do? Do we have to secede
or what in order to stay alive? W are Anericans, just
| i ke you are. | have a right to live like the way | want

to live, and ny parents, going on back, they tell us we
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have lived here on this piece of land -- this is the
seventh Ice Age we are com ng out of, according to the old
stories we have. |Is this going to be ny last ice age?
What gi ves?

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, George.

MR. JAMES PATKOTAK: One nore thing. |
wonder if -- | wonder how the oil industry would think and
| wonder how the White Man would think if we decide to
give theman EIS. | nean, I'll give you an environnental
| npact statenent because you are coming up to our |and
here. |I'm-- we are going to require you to fill out an
EIS for us. | wonder how it would turn out. That's all.

DR, JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Janes.
Anyone else? | may have to close the neeting a tiny bit
early.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: | think we got the
nessage through, didn't we?

DR. JI M KENDALL: George, | think you got
t he nessage through. Thank you. |If there are no -- any
other -- aha. W were going to close, but if we have
anot her person who would like to speak --

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: Yes, we would | ove
t o speak.

MS. QAI YAAN OPIE: Sorry. | was going to

drop by and see if anybody was still here.
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DR JI M KENDALL: W are still here.
There is tine to make a comment, if you would |iKke.

MS. QAl YAAN OPI E: Ckay. Sure.

MR GEORGE EDWARDSON: Just say it from
the heart and |l et them have it.

MS. QAl YAAN OPI E: (Okay. Sure.

DR JI M KENDALL: You can have a seat.
Have a seat and get confortable.

M5. QA YAAN OPIE: 1'd prefer to stand.
Thank you. So |I'm Qaiyaan Opie. | amthe natural
resources director for ICAS. This is ny one-year-old
daughter. Couldn't find a sitter. Was just stopping by
here to make sure if anyone was here. | thought it m ght
have been over, but I'mglad |I caught the tail end of it.

| know we net earlier today, and | got quite
a-- quite a bit, alot of information regarding the Lease
Sale 193. And | did want to comment that since | have
been working for | CAS, which has been since about the tail
end of Novenber, just |ast year, so for about six nonths
now, | was really pleased and very refreshed to see the
outl ay of the presentation.
And as | stated earlier with the first question

on the board being what are we here for, is a great step
In taking that |evel of communication to these public open

neetings to a different | evel where people do feel nore
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confortabl e know ng that they are a part of the comments
bei ng made and know ng exactly what the presentation
enconpasses in that sense. So | really appreciate that.
Thank you.

| also did want to coment that | know BOEMRE at
this point is kind of going above and beyond what the
judge mandates in this sense in going beyond to take the
extra effort to come and have the comunity and our
agenci es involved. So thank you very nuch.

And we do have sone comments, and this is on
behal f of I CAS here. And I'll just kind of read verbatim
here since | don't really have much to say personally at
this monent. | didn't quite catch the full conversation
her e.

So first of all, we do thank you for updating
t he previous supplenental EIS fromlast fall. Wile the
EIS is much inproved, |ICAS still does have many concerns
about the anal ysis and whether the | ease sal e shoul d nove
f orward

Qur first point here is the baseline information
and that I1CAS, it's been pretty well known that we, as
well as a |l ot of agencies, have | ong advocated that the
gover nnment nust have baseline information about the area
of OCS before authorizing work there. The EI'S and the

recent USGS report both denonstrate that critical
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information is mssing. And we ask that the governnent
ensure it has nore information about the Chukchi and the
| nportant natural resources before deciding where to sel
offshore oil and gas leases in this area.

Nunber two regarding oil spill, we appreciate
t he updated information on a very large oil spill, VLGOS --
adding to the list of acronyns that |'m becom ng
accustoned to -- that is included in the EIS. This
anal ysis shows the very far reachi ng and devastati ng
I npact of a spill in the Chukchi, but does not answer our
questions, which are: Are the oil and gas conpanies
capable of cleaning up a spill in Arctic waters with ice,
hurri cane force w nds, darkness, and ot her chall engi ng
conditions? Should they be allowed to explore if they
have not shown that they are capable of a cl eanup.

The next question: WIIl oil and gas conpani es
have to be able to drill sane season relief wells? Al so,
what will the response tine be for such a spill wth the
near est Coast Quard office over a thousand m | es away?
And w Il the Coast CGuard have ice breakers and ot her
vessels to be able to assist in cleaning up a spill? And
what will the oil and gas conpani es and the governnent do
I f subsistence resources are not avail able for Chukchi
vil | ages who cannot afford to live off of store-bought

f oods.
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Lastly, here is climate change. Conparing the
I npacts to our clinmate fromthe | ease sale to a worl dw de
baseline is not appropriate when our conmunities are
al ready being inpacted by climte change. Qur ice cellars
here are rapidly nelting |ike they haven't before, and our
sea ice is changing. | can very confortably say
dramatically because | recently just turned 30 and |
nysel f consider that old, but to ny community and ny
mentors it's fairly young. But | knowthat in ny life
span | have been able to see this happen before ny eyes.
So it is very real and very here and happeni ng very
rapi dly.

Al so we nust change our subsi stence activities
to respond to this clinate change and you nust address the
i npacts of clinate change here and not just conpared to
the rest of the world. And also cunulative inpacts -- the
anal ysis of cumul ative inpacts nust be expanded. The
definitions of past, present, and foreseeable inpacts need
to be expanded. The geographi c range consi dered needs to
be broader for mgratory species |like the bowhead whal e.

Significant thresholds. How the environnental
I npact statenent defines significant inpacts to different
resources is unlawful. You are requiring substanti al
viol ati ons of federal |aw before an inpact is considered

to be significant. These definitions need to be rewitten
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so that significant inpacts are recogni zed before federal
| aw i s broken.
And nore alternatives and a hard | ook at the
I npacts are required. W appreciate the inclusion of
additional qualification in the EI'S on bowhead whal es,
very large oil spills, and natural gas devel opnent. This
I nformati on has not changed the outcone. This information
has not been used to devel op a reasonabl e range of
alternatives. This information has not been given a hard
| ook in the analysis. And actual analysis of a reasonable
range of alternatives and a hard | ook at the new
information is necessary before | eases are sol d.
And these are sone cunul ative points that | CAS

wanted to make. So | wanted to present that. And I'm
sitting here wondering, oh, no, what if sonebody was here
and already and did that. Have they?

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: You did good.

DR JI' M KENDALL: No, that's fine. Thank
you.

MS. QAl YAAN OPI E: Okay. Yeah, so thank
you very nuch.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very mnuch.
You were going to grab, say sonething. Anyone else would
| i ke to say --

VMR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: One last tinme on
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t he Coast Guard. She brought out the Coast Guard. I|I'm
glad she did. W have two super icebreakers that the
United States has, and it's only two in the Arctic. And

i f you have ever watched that TV show The Deadliest Catch,
t he Coast Guard is working to its nmaxi mumwhere it's --
where it takes care of our fishernen down south on the
south of where we |ive.

And every tinme wnter begins, the first thing
the Coast Guard -- the first things to |l eave are the Coast
Guard, and we don't see themuntil spring. This has been
the habit of the U S. Coast Guard. This is not to
bad- nouth them Those are very fine people there. You
can't ask for better people than the ones that are in
there. They | eave because they cannot deal with the ice.
The United States' so-called super icebreakers cannot
handle the ice in winter. They |eave. And what have you
to replace and allow the industry to stay in wi nter when
the Coast CGuard can't even -- don't even have the nanpower
to stay?

And another thing | forgot to nention earlier,
we have to deal with the environnmental inpact statenent.
We have to deal with the federal governnent. And our
doll ars we receive are to do social service dollars, and
we cannot use those nonies for such work as, you know, to

deal wth you when you cone. You need to put -- you are

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

55

t aki ng noney away from our social services funds, putting
us in violation with our contract with the United States
in order to attenpt to protect our environment.

So you, as an agency, better find sone dollars
for our Native villages and our regi onal governnents so we
can deal with such issues as these EISs. Your EI'S, first
tine we seen it today we are commenting on it. W haven't
even had tine to read the first page.

Now, is that how we do environnental inpact
statenments in the U S. now?

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, George.

MR MKE HALLER O her conments?

DR. JI M KENDALL: Anyone el se? (oing
once, going twce --

MS. RACHEL EDWARDSON: Coul d you do an
I ntroduction, have everybody introduce thensel ves?

DR JI M KENDALL: That would be an
excellent idea. That would be great. M nane is Jim
Kendall. 1'mthe Regional Director for the regional
office of the Bureau of COcean Energy Managenent,
Regul ati on and Enforcenent of the Departnent of Interior.

MR MCHAEL ROUTHIER: M name is M ke
Rout hi er. | also work in the Al aska Regi on for BOEMRE,
and | work as an EIS coordinator, so | help put together

t hese docunents.
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M5. SHARON WARREN: | am Sharon Warren.
I'mthe program analysis officer in the Al aska Regi on, and
on this project I'mthe project manager for the SEIS for
t he Al aska Regi on of BOEMRE

MR CRAI G BLANCHARD: M nane is Craig
Bl anchard. | work for Shell. [|'ma SIMOPS coordinator
and community |iaison here in Barrow.

MR. JOHN MAKETA: My nane is John Maket a.
|"ma contractor for Shell. I'ma |l ogistics consultant,
and by trade I'ma mari ne engineer, so | have -- | told
Ceorge | did five years in the Coast Guard up here and |
worked on the SIDS rig, the SDC. | was a barge naster and
an engineer, and | worked for CGowey at Caco. So | kind
of spent about 20 years up here kicking around. |'m based
here in Barrow for Shell, and I can answer a | ot of these
questions if anybody wants to stop in the office on
| ogi stics or local hire issues, too.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Gentlenman in
t he back there.

MR. HAL SALZMAN. Hal Sal zman, Rutgers
Uni versity, just observing.

M5. EMVA POKON: Emma Pokon fromthe North
Sl ope Borough Law Department.

MR. BOB MERCIER Bob Mercier, North Sl ope

Bor ough search and rescue pilot.
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MR SCOIT BLACKBURN: |'m Scott Bl ackburn,
and |'mwith the Al aska Region of BCEMRE, as well. [I'ma
technical editor and witer.

M5. QAl YAAN OPI E: Qaiyaan Opie, |CAS,
| nupi at Community of the Arctic Slope, National Resources
D rector.

MR, GEORGE EDWARDSON: Again, nmy nane is
George Edwardson. |'mone of the councilnmen for | nupiat
Community of the Arctic Sl ope.

MR MKE HALLER |I'm Mchael Haller. 1'm
the community |iaison for the Bureau of COcean Energy
Managenment, Regul ati on and Enforcenent for the Al aska
Regi on.

MR JAMES PATKOTAK: |'m Janes Pat kot ak.

| worked for ICAS as a natural resource director nyself.

Currently I am-- | work for KBRWradio station. |I'ma
DJ.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | recogni ze your
Voi ce.

DR JI M KENDALL: And with that, if there
are no other comments, | would officially like to close
this neeting on the public hearing for the revised
supplenmental EIS. | want to thank you all for com ng out.
| know there is a whale celebration tonorrow. And |I'm

really pleased we had sone fol ks here because | know it's
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areally inportant cel ebration tonorrow.
Thank you all for com ng, and your input has
been i nval uable. And have a good eveni ng.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:50 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
nmny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2011.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's 20 after, so we are 



            3    going to start the meeting now in just a minute.  Before I 



            4    make the introductions and go into any details, I want to 



            5    ask someone to give a blessing in just a minute here.  



            6    President Doreen, can I ask you to give a blessing before 



            7    we start the meeting please?  



            8               (Blessing offered by Doreen Lampe.)



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very 



           10    much.  Good evening and thank you for taking time out of 



           11    your busy day to join us.  My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm 



           12    the Regional Director of the Alaska Regional Office of the 



           13    Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and 



           14    Enforcement.  I know that's a long line there, but we just 



           15    go by BOEMRE.  



           16              Now, one thing I noticed at some of our other 



           17    meetings is, as we got into the meeting, someone asked who 



           18    are you, where are you from, just what are you.  Well, we 



           19    are a federal government agency.  We're part of the 



           20    Department of Interior.  We are not an oil company.  We 



           21    are not a nongovernmental organization.  Our job is to 



           22    manage the energy and mineral resources of the Outer 



           23    Continental Shelf.  We pull the information together and 



           24    we pass it on to the decisionmaker, in this case the 



           25    Secretary of the Interior.  
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            1              Now, what we are doing tonight is holding public 



            2    hearings on the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental 



            3    Impact sale for Lease Sale 193.  Now, that's mouthful.  



            4              We are doing this meeting a little bit 



            5    different.  What we are going to do is after I introduce 



            6    the team here, I'm going to ask them to go through a 



            7    series of flip charts so that we all start from the same 



            8    knowledge base.  Okay?  So this is a little bit different.  



            9    We are going to provide a lot more information at the 



           10    beginning so that when we get into public comment, 



           11    everybody has an idea of really why we are here.  



           12              Now, starting with introductions, at the front 



           13    table here I've got Sharon Warren.  Sharon is the project 



           14    manager for the supplemental EIS.  Next to her is Mike 



           15    Routhier.  Mike Routhier is the coordinator of the EIS.  



           16    He takes all the parts and pieces and puts it together.  



           17              Now, as it's being put together, we have got to 



           18    make sure it flows and everybody understands it and all 



           19    the definitions are there.  That falls on the back of 



           20    Scott Blackburn in the back there.  Raise your hand, 



           21    Scott.  Scott is not only a technical expert in what we 



           22    do; he is also a technical editor.  So he tries to make 



           23    the document written in a way that people can understand 



           24    it.  



           25              We also have back there Michael Haller.  Michael 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         5







            1    Haller is our community liaison.  He helps us work with 



            2    the communities, like here in Barrow, to get your input.  



            3    We also have tonight with us James.  James is a 



            4    translator.  If anybody feels something needs to be 



            5    translated, James has agreed to help us out.  All right.  



            6              Now, with that -- oh, I also have to introduce 



            7    Mary Vavrik.  Mary Vavrik is our court reporter.  Again, 



            8    everything that takes place at this meeting is very 



            9    important.  Okay.  Our job is to put together the 



           10    information that the Secretary and his team, the 



           11    decisionmaker, will make.  So we put the information 



           12    together.  We send it up top.  Mary is instrumental to 



           13    make sure everything you say is entered.  So please, when 



           14    you speak, speak loud enough so it can be heard.  State 



           15    your name so we can get that for the record.  And if you 



           16    happen to have anything -- any written comments, Mary will 



           17    be happy to accept it.  



           18              Now, with that, we are going to go to a brief 



           19    introduction of why we're here.  Again, this is a little 



           20    bit different from the way we usually do things.  Okay.  



           21              Now, I'll give you a warning.  After the little 



           22    briefing is done, to maximize public input and so that 



           23    everybody can hear, we are going to move the chairs so 



           24    everybody sits in a circle.  And then we are going to go 



           25    around the room with the mike as long as it takes until 
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            1    everybody feels they have had good input.  If we leave 



            2    here tomorrow morning and someone didn't speak their 



            3    piece, we failed.  It's very important that if you have 



            4    something to say, we hear it, whether it's at the 



            5    beginning or at the end.  It just has to be said.  Okay?  



            6              With that, I'm going to give the microphone over 



            7    to Sharon.  And Sharon, could you walk us through what we 



            8    all need to know before we start getting to work.  



            9                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and 



           10    welcome.  Can you hear me?  Here we are.  Like Jim said, 



           11    we wanted to go through and let you know why we're here.  



           12    And we have got some posters to explain why we're here and 



           13    what we would like from all of you on this document.  



           14              Why we're here today, we get -- we need your 



           15    comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental 



           16    Impact Statement for sale 193.  The documents are back 



           17    there on the table.  We have documents as well as we have 



           18    CDs of the documents.  So if you haven't received one and 



           19    you would like one, please take one this evening.  



           20              What was Lease Sale 193?  Lease Sale 193, first 



           21    of all, we had done an environmental impact statement and 



           22    published it as final in 2007.  In 2008 we had a lease 



           23    sale.  And at that lease sale, we had six companies bid 



           24    on -- to explore for oil and gas.  We offered 29.3 million 



           25    acres, and there was 487 leases issued for about 2.8 
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            1    million acres.  



            2              Over here on this map is the area of the sale.  



            3    And this was the sale area that was out here in red.  This 



            4    is what we offered.  There is some alternatives that 



            5    were -- there are some alternatives, and you will find 



            6    that out in the supplemental EIS, that we offered off the 



            7    coast and there is an alternative -- this alternative is 



            8    Alternative 3.  



            9              It was not -- the decision was made not to 



           10    select that alternative by the Secretary, and so that's 



           11    why you will see leases in this area here [indicating].  



           12    This alternative is on the table on this -- in this 



           13    document for the decision for the Secretary.  He can 



           14    either decide to affirm the entire sale area or he can 



           15    select this alternative and even with the leases in it.  



           16    And we will explain what kind of happens with that.  



           17              But this is the entire sale area that was 



           18    offered.  And you can see the blocks that were leased by 



           19    the six companies.  



           20              Then what happened?  Days before the lease 



           21    sale -- the lease sale was offered on February 6, 2008, 



           22    but before that time, the plaintiffs sued to validate the 



           23    lease sale.  They alleged that the EIS did not adequately 



           24    assess the environmental impacts.



           25    A    In that litigation -- usually in litigation sometimes 
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            1    plaintiffs will ask for an injunction to stop the sale.  



            2    That was not asked for.  So the sale was not stopped.  It 



            3    continued on.  And that's the reason why we have -- we 



            4    have this lease sale is because the Court did not prevent 



            5    us from holding it.  



            6              Then in July 2010, the District Court for the 



            7    District of Alaska ruled that most of the EIS was 



            8    satisfactory, but there were three issues the agency 



            9    needed to address.  And those issues were the Court said 



           10    the agency failed to analyze the environmental impacts of 



           11    natural gas development, despite industry interest and 



           12    specific lease incentives for such development.  



           13              In our notice of sale, we had a lease incentive 



           14    that if they purchased a lease for oil, then there was an 



           15    incentive for them to also produce the natural gas.  



           16    However, we didn't analyze that in the environmental 



           17    impact statement that was released in 2007.  So the judge 



           18    said go back and analyze that because you offered 



           19    something that you didn't analyze in the environmental 



           20    impact statement.  



           21              The judge also said that the agency failed to 



           22    determine whether missing information identified by the 



           23    agency was relevant or essential under the federal 



           24    regulations and, in addition to that, failed to determine 



           25    whether the cost of obtaining the missing information was 
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            1    exorbitant or means of doing so was unknown.  The judge is 



            2    saying that we didn't follow the regulations that were 



            3    there for us to follow.  So he said go back and do it.  



            4              So we went back and we followed the Court's 



            5    order.  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact 



            6    statement to address the three concerns.  Many of you may 



            7    have attended the public hearing we had in November here 



            8    on that document.  And so we were addressing the Court 



            9    concerns with that document.  And we got comments on the 



           10    draft SEIS.  The comment period included public hearings 



           11    in Kotzebue, Point Hope, Point Lay, Wainwright, Barrow and 



           12    Anchorage, as well as a series of government-to-government 



           13    meetings at the affected communities.  



           14                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  So the next 



           15    question is, was the draft SEIS finalized after that.  And 



           16    the answer is actually no.  In this situation, we put out 



           17    the draft document.  We held the public meetings like we 



           18    are doing for this document tonight, and solicited public 



           19    comments.  We received over 150,000 public comments.  



           20              Many of those requested that the agency consider 



           21    the environmental impacts of a very large oil spill.  This 



           22    was occurring on the heels of the Deepwater Horizon event.  



           23    A very large oil spill was on everyone's mind, for obvious 



           24    reasons.  So we, as an agency, reviewed the comments and 



           25    considered our options and decided that the best thing 
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            1    that we could do is to analyze a very large oil spill 



            2    scenario.  



            3              And so that we do it correctly, we decided to 



            4    put it into an EIS form and add it to the draft SEIS, 



            5    which we already had.  



            6              So I mentioned a few times now a very large oil 



            7    spill or VLOS or V-L-O-S.  And that begs the question, 



            8    what is it?  Well, like it says up here, it's a very large 



            9    oil spill.  And basically it's a tool for us to analyze 



           10    and understand all the potential environmental effects 



           11    that could happen in the event that something goes 



           12    incredibly wrong and there is catastrophic oil spill.  



           13              It's a scenario.  It's purely hypothetical.  



           14    It's an extreme case.  Basically, in developing this 



           15    scenario, our geologists who have the subject matter 



           16    expertise in these issues, were instructed to basically 



           17    consider or tell us what would be the largest possible 



           18    flow rate from any reservoir known in the Chukchi Sea.  



           19              So they looked at basically any sort of variable 



           20    that would go into determining how fast the oil will come 



           21    out or how big would the oil spill be.  They maximized all 



           22    those variables, and we got a very large number.  But that 



           23    could be good because it helps us understand all the 



           24    possible environmental effects, and it accomplishes the 



           25    main goal here, and that is informing the decisionmaker.  
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            1              It is important to understand that the very 



            2    large oil spill is purely hypothetical, obviously.  And 



            3    it's also different than another concept that you are 



            4    likely to hear in the context of our agency's work, that 



            5    term being worst-case discharge.  I'm not sure everyone 



            6    here has ever heard that term.  But that term comes from 



            7    our regulations.  It's a term specifically within our 



            8    regulations, and it's a calculation that's required 



            9    whenever an oil company submits an expiration plan or 



           10    proposes to actually drill a well.  



           11              Now, that's not happening right now.  Right now 



           12    we are at the lease sale stage.  If some or all of the 



           13    lease sale is reaffirmed, then we could possibly go to the 



           14    next phase which would be an exploration plan phase.  We 



           15    are not there yet.  But if we get to that phase, within 



           16    the exploration plan from the oil company they would do a 



           17    worst-case discharge, which basically calculates how big 



           18    an oil spill could be, but it also takes into account a 



           19    lot of additional information that would be known at that 



           20    time.  



           21              And by additional information, I'm talking about 



           22    a specific location, specific type of well using specific 



           23    technology, having specific responses that would be on 



           24    hand.  So it's a much more detailed calculation.  



           25              And basically our agency would then review that 
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            1    calculation as well as the rest of the exploration plan 



            2    that could potentially be submitted.  We review that and 



            3    make sure that it contains everything it needs to contain.  



            4    It does the analysis properly.  We do that review before 



            5    deciding on whether to approve anything.  



            6                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So again, what input 



            7    does BOEMRE need?  Again, this is in the lease sale stage.  



            8    There are four stages in the OCS process.  We have a 



            9    five-year program.  We have the lease sale stage.  We have 



           10    an exploration plan stage.  And we have a development 



           11    production stage.  We are at the lease sale stage.  So 



           12    this is a decision the Secretary will make, whether or not 



           13    to affirm the lease sale that has already happened in 2008 



           14    or make some other changes concerning that lease sale.  



           15              So we prepared the draft document, revised draft 



           16    supplemental that addresses the issues raised by the Court 



           17    and the analysis of the environmental impacts of a very 



           18    large oil spill.  When we were here in November, we had 



           19    just a document that was attributable to where we were 



           20    going to respond to the Court.  This document has 



           21    information in total from what we used to respond to the 



           22    Court, as well as the very large oil spill.  



           23              So this document supplements -- it's a draft 



           24    supplement, and it's supplementing the final EIS that was 



           25    prepared in 2007.  So in references to some of the -- in 
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            1    the document you may see references to sections of the 



            2    final EIS.  That was because that was already released in 



            3    2007, and this is just supplementing the information 



            4    that's in that document.  



            5              We are now seeking substantive comments on the 



            6    draft document.  So if you have information that -- and 



            7    you want an opportunity to provide that information, this 



            8    is the time to do it.  The public hearing and the public 



            9    comment period -- we are going around the communities for 



           10    the public hearing like we are doing today.  The public 



           11    comment period is open until July 11th.  So we would ask 



           12    you to get your comments to us by July 11th.  There is a 



           13    website to go to.  We are using regulations.gov, but if 



           14    you go to this website, it will take you directly to the 



           15    regulations.gov where you can submit your comments, and we 



           16    have instructions on the back table on how to submit 



           17    comments using regulations.gov.  



           18              And if you have got any questions after you take 



           19    a look at that, please talk to Scott Blackburn, and he can 



           20    answer questions concerning how to submit comments through 



           21    regulations.gov.  



           22              So what happens after these hearings?  First we 



           23    will consider the comments that we received through both 



           24    of the public hearings, as well as through the 



           25    regulations.gov comments.  We will prepare a final 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        14







            1    supplemental EIS.  



            2              This is on a court schedule.  We are in 



            3    litigation with this document, and this litigation is 



            4    before Judge Beistline with the U.S. District Court with 



            5    the District of Alaska.  He issued an order on May 19th 



            6    saying, okay, you can do your very large oil spill 



            7    analysis, but you need to have the Secretary to make the 



            8    decision by October 3rd of 2011.  



            9              In order for us to do that, we need to have the 



           10    final EIS out at least 30 days before the Secretary can 



           11    make his decision.  And again, this is a lease sale 



           12    decision whether to affirm the lease sale or to modify and 



           13    make changes to the lease sale; not to offer more land, 



           14    but it will be within the confines of what was -- what was 



           15    first offered.  



           16              Once the Secretary makes his decision, both that 



           17    decision and the final SEIS will be filed with the 



           18    District Court.  There will be a briefing schedule 



           19    established by the plaintiffs as well as the defendants, 



           20    and it will go through the litigation process.  The Court 



           21    will then decide whether or not the agency has met its 



           22    obligations under the National Environmental Policy Act 



           23    and the federal laws that we have to follow.  



           24              Again, this is on the lease sale.  This is not a 



           25    drilling plan.  We are not even to the stage of the 
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            1    exploration on there because before even any exploration 



            2    can take effect in this area is, one, the Secretary has to 



            3    determine one way or the other that there is going to 



            4    remain leases out there; and also the District Court has 



            5    to decide whether or not we fulfilled our obligations 



            6    under NEPA.  And then even that, the Court would have to 



            7    allow exploration because right now the Court does not 



            8    allow exploration or anything of activities like that on 



            9    the lease.  



           10              And then there is further NEPA review.  So even 



           11    after we go through this and it just -- there is a lot of 



           12    ifs.  If this, if this, if this.  And even with the 



           13    exploration plan, there is additional NEPA review on it.  



           14    So it's another stage process.  



           15              And so that's what I wanted to say.  Thank you.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  



           17    Now the fun part starts.  And since we have this many 



           18    people in the audience -- we had about the same amount in 



           19    Kotzebue.  And we did something to try it and it worked 



           20    really, really good.  First everybody said, I don't think 



           21    so, but we tried it, and by the end of the night everybody 



           22    said, this is the way you have to do your meetings.  



           23              We took the chairs and we put them in a circle.  



           24    Everybody sat in the circle and we passed the microphone 



           25    around.  And you could either pass, pass it to the next 
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            1    person, and that person could say something or pass.  And 



            2    we have kept going around till everybody agreed I've said 



            3    all I needed to say and I'm just going to pass.  And so 



            4    I'd kind of like to try that here.  Would anybody be 



            5    really opposed if we just moved our chairs a little bit 



            6    and we could see each other's faces while we talk?  Thank 



            7    you.  I see George shaking his head yes.  So let's make 



            8    the circle up here so our court reporter can see our faces 



            9    while we talk.  Thank you.  This will take about three 



           10    minutes.  



           11               (Off the record.)



           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay, Friends.  Let's 



           13    take our seats.  I know we have a nice meeting in the 



           14    back.  James, come on up.  I think we may have to make our 



           15    circle closer.



           16                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  People will come 



           17    in.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Good.  Okay.  We 



           19    are going to start in 30 seconds.  Now, usually the best 



           20    way to start is to start with someone in authority.  And 



           21    so if it's all right, I'd like to go to a new friend of 



           22    mine to see if she would like to start it off.  And 



           23    Doreen, you are free to pass and pass the microphone to 



           24    your right or you can speak now or speak later.  It's up 



           25    to you.  The mike is yours if you want it.  
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            1                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  My name is Doreen 



            2    Lampe.  I live in Barrow all my life.  I am married.  I 



            3    have three kids and a couple of grandchildren.  I'm 



            4    concerned about this draft supplemental EIS because our 



            5    tribal members in Point Hope had to go the length to sue 



            6    the government to get their voices and their concerns 



            7    heard.  And we had a nice little briefing this afternoon 



            8    with the ICAS board of directors from our villages, 



            9    Nuiqsut, Point Lay, and Point Hope where it was called on 



           10    such short notice.  



           11              But my main concern is the -- the reason we had 



           12    to sue, and it seemed like the government has had a blind 



           13    ear to our concerns.  And even though it's not in our best 



           14    interest to sue the federal government, we had to listen 



           15    to our tribal members in Point Hope.  And there was a bad 



           16    year for them when they didn't catch any whales.  And they 



           17    were screaming and hollering that the seismic activity 



           18    that was taking place in the Chukchi Sea was the main 



           19    reason that they were not catching whales in Point Hope.  



           20              And we were not being acknowledged.  We were not 



           21    being addressed or respected.  So we had to join our 



           22    tribal sister government in Point Hope, one of our village 



           23    tribal governments under ICAS.  We had to join them in 



           24    this lawsuit in Lease Sale 193.  And from our discussions 



           25    this afternoon, I'm not sure that this draft supplemental 
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            1    EIS will answer the concerns that -- that our primary 



            2    community members of Point Hope, Native Village of Point 



            3    Hope have sued for is because of the hardship of the 



            4    access to their hunting and harvesting of our natural 



            5    resources.  



            6              And in briefly just looking at the table of 



            7    contents today, first time I seen this draft supplemental 



            8    EIS today, of all the days when we are having a meeting 



            9    tonight, and I'm asked to comment on it in this very short 



           10    notice.  And the biggest concern that I feel why we joined 



           11    -- why ICAS joined the Native Village of Point Hope's 



           12    lawsuit is because of the trouble, the trouble that 



           13    hunters have in accessing subsistence resources and trying 



           14    to get the attention of the government when big oil is 



           15    right there blasting away seismic air guns and scaring all 



           16    the game away for miles around when this is the only one 



           17    chance to harvest those natural resources.  



           18              So I'm very skeptical about this draft EIS, 



           19    supplemental EIS.  I didn't see any real teeth in assuring 



           20    hunters that they will mitigate the impacts from all four 



           21    stages of your programs, or five stages now, including the 



           22    five-year program.  



           23              So I'm very concerned about how difficult our 



           24    future hunters are going to have so much red tape and so 



           25    much traffic from oil industry, so much interference that 
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            1    our ice cellars might not get filled up.  We might not 



            2    have seal oil one year.  



            3              But I thank you for taking the opportunity to 



            4    sit at our tables with us and discuss your draft 



            5    supplemental EIS this afternoon.  And I hope that we can 



            6    work with you, that you can provide better access to our 



            7    hunters, better mitigation efforts for the hardships that 



            8    a hunter goes through when trying to provide food on the 



            9    table.  That's my biggest concern for this offshore 



           10    drilling on Lease Sale 193 and why we had to go the length 



           11    to sue the federal government to get our concerns 



           12    addressed, our voices heard.  



           13              And I hope with this new Administration that we 



           14    can work with the Obama Administration, the federal 



           15    cabinet members.  And thank you for coming up here.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Doreen.  



           17    Next.  Sir, you are welcome to pass or --



           18                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Emma Pokon with the North 



           19    Slope Borough.  I haven't cleared any comments with the 



           20    mayor's office, so I'm speaking on my own part, I guess.  



           21    I just wanted to, I guess, first acknowledge that your 



           22    meeting process seems to have improved since the last time 



           23    you were here with the Lease Sale 193 EIS.  There wasn't 



           24    much in the way of information other than what was shared 



           25    verbally for people who attended the meeting.  So I want 
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            1    to say thank you for bringing maps and some visuals to 



            2    help communicate with people who are coming to learn about 



            3    the work that you are doing.  



            4              And I also want -- was hoping that Sharon, you 



            5    could clarify quickly.  In your presentation you had said 



            6    that there would be additional NEPA processes for the next 



            7    stages of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act process, 



            8    and you specifically referred to the exploration plan.  



            9              In the past, BOEMRE, MMS, the selected NEPA 



           10    procedure was an environmental assessment followed by a 



           11    finding of no significant impact.  And also the public 



           12    comment period is somewhat limited in part because of the 



           13    30-day time limit in OCSLA.  So I was hoping, given that 



           14    you mentioned that in your presentation, that you could 



           15    follow up on that and lay out maybe the differences that 



           16    BOEMRE sees in the input process for right now versus the 



           17    exploration plan stage.  



           18                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  Is that fine?  



           19    I'll take the time now.  Yes.  At the lease sale stage, we 



           20    do an environmental impact statement.  And the purpose of 



           21    that environmental impact statement is that we do tier, as 



           22    far as the National Environmental Policy Act says, that we 



           23    can use that document in the later process.  



           24              So with an exploration plan, if we do get an 



           25    exploration plan, the NEPA that we use to start out with 
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            1    is an environmental assessment.  That's what we do first.  



            2    And at that point in time we determine whether or not, in 



            3    that NEPA review of the environmental assessment, is there 



            4    any significant effects that we have not already addressed 



            5    in the environmental impact statement.  



            6              If we have addressed them in the environmental 



            7    impact statement, then what we do is what they call a 



            8    finding of no new significant impacts because they have 



            9    been addressed in the bigger environmental document.  So 



           10    if we had -- if we find that there are significant effects 



           11    that we did not address, then what we would do is -- then 



           12    we would go to an environmental impact statement on the 



           13    exploration.  



           14              So it's a tiered process with NEPA because NEPA 



           15    you do the lowest -- not the lowest, but you do an 



           16    environmental assessment, and that assesses whether or not 



           17    you had -- if there is a need to do an environmental 



           18    impact statement.  And like Emma said, when we deem an 



           19    exploration plan submitted -- so a company submits their 



           20    exploration plan.  We look at it internally, make sure 



           21    they have all the information that's required by the 



           22    regulations, and then we deem it submitted.  



           23              Once that's deemed submitted, there is a very 



           24    short public time frame that we send it out because the 



           25    law requires us to either approve it or disapprove it 
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            1    within 30 days.  So we have a real short time frame to 



            2    address that exploration plan.  So that is why the public 



            3    comment period is -- it's usually, you know, a short 



            4    period of time.  



            5              We do put out a notice to prepare environmental 



            6    assessment with the exploration plan because the 



            7    exploration plan goes out to stakeholders to review.  We 



            8    do do a notice of preparation of environmental assessment.  



            9    That's the opportunity for individuals and stakeholders to 



           10    come and provide comments to us.  We do not have the 



           11    environmental assessment out for public review.  So the 



           12    time for the public to get their concerns addressed is 



           13    when we issue that notice of -- a notice to prepare an 



           14    environmental assessment.  That's the cue to provide us 



           15    your concerns so that they can be considered when we do 



           16    the environmental assessment.  Does that answer that.  



           17                    MS. EMMA POKON:  So there is a possibility 



           18    at the exploration plan stage that if the agency finds 



           19    that there were potential impacts that weren't considered 



           20    at the lease sale stage, that there would be a full EIS 



           21    rather than just an EA.  How would that work into the 



           22    30-day time limit?  



           23                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Good question.  We 



           24    haven't -- I haven't been there where we had faced that 



           25    where all the -- and it's just not impacts.  It has to be 
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            1    significant impacts.  So I haven't -- I don't have that 



            2    experience on how that would be figured in, so I can't 



            3    answer that, Emma.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have to work with the 



            5    attorneys on that.  



            6                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Attorneys and 



            7    everything else on how to work that into the bigger 



            8    picture.  



            9                    MS. EMMA POKON:  And I guess another 



           10    follow-up question is, I guess, if you are tiering from 



           11    the lease sale EIS, when you are looking at the 



           12    exploration plans, does that make, then, people's thoughts 



           13    or comments about possible exploration plans relevant at 



           14    the lease sale stage because of the tiering process?  



           15                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We do look at the 



           16    scenarios that we have in the final EIS.  I mean, we do 



           17    look at what the -- how many explorations, what the 



           18    resource and development would be in the area.  So yeah, 



           19    so if people have comments -- not only would we take them 



           20    at that point in time, but we would also take them at the 



           21    exploration time.  



           22              But the approval of the exploration plan is 



           23    dependent on the environmental review, both, you know, 



           24    if -- whether or not it's addressed in the EIS that we did 



           25    prior to it, and then in the document that we are doing 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        24







            1    specifically for the exploration plan.  Because the lease 



            2    sale EIS is very broad.  It doesn't have specifics of 



            3    where somebody is going to drill.  So when we get an 



            4    exploration plan, that's where we have specific -- where 



            5    they are actually going to go out and drill, where the 



            6    well is going to be.  So there is additional information 



            7    there for us to do our NEPA on it we don't have at the 



            8    lease sale stage.  



            9              So it's taking -- it's going from a very large 



           10    program, like from the five-year to the lease sale to the 



           11    exploration plan.  So you are getting finite down to where 



           12    you are actually talking about.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Let's go back here.  



           14                    MR. ELI NUKIAPIGAK:  Hello.  I'm Eli.  I'm 



           15    a whaling captain from Nuiqsut.  I just got through 



           16    hosting a whaling feed for my people in the Village of 



           17    Nuiqsut.  I'm on the other side in the Beaufort Sea from 



           18    the Chukchi just around the corner from us.  It's all the 



           19    same Arctic Ocean to me.  Whether it's the Beaufort or 



           20    Chukchi, it's all Arctic Ocean to me.  



           21              That's the people of the whole North Slope's 



           22    garden.  That's where we hunt and gather food in a short 



           23    period of time, especially in the summertime when 



           24    migration of all different marine mammals that come to our 



           25    area.  Some might be lucky to get some, some won't because 
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            1    the climate change is right now.  They're talking about 



            2    climate change right now.  It's already started.  Our 



            3    river, Colville River, is now two weeks ahead of time.  



            4    That's how changing in our river now in Nuiqsut.  



            5              The first (Inupiaq) come around, start to come 



            6    at least one or two weeks earlier.  That's the changing of 



            7    the migrations, the animals and the land and sea that we 



            8    depend on.  



            9              What kind of assurance are you giving me as a 



           10    subsistence hunter if that full-blown exploration and 



           11    full-blown barges that will come to our garden and to all 



           12    the marine mammals that we depend on from one coast all 



           13    the way up to Canadian border?  What kind of federal 



           14    assurance are you going to give me if something of mass 



           15    destruction happens like just happened in Gulf of Mexico?  



           16    What kind of assurance are you going to give me if the 



           17    marine mammals or the food chain die-off happen?  What 



           18    will happen that you -- 



           19              The traditional knowledge of our Elders are 



           20    passing away real fast, and yet there is no -- the 



           21    scientific of the federal government and the Inupiat 



           22    scientists need to work together to address the need of 



           23    what -- most and do it right and compromise to help one 



           24    another so we will have our food on our table once we 



           25    start, because I have experience in the Beaufort Sea 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        26







            1    Native ice.  We lost three boats, and I was one of the 



            2    boats that was lost because of boom project.  Shell, they 



            3    do the same thing.  Twenty years ago, it's the same thing.  



            4    Now he's back there doing it -- what will happen now?  



            5    What kind of assurance does Shell have for our people if 



            6    something like mass destruction happens.  



            7              Thank you.  



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



            9                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  My name is George 



           10    Edwardson.  I'm one of the councilmen for Inupiat 



           11    Community of the Arctic Slope.  And to continue where Eli 



           12    just left, when an animal, bearded seal, polar bear, 



           13    whale, beluga, when Point Hope misses it, then it 



           14    continues up to the east and Point Lay has a chance to go 



           15    after the same animals.  And if they miss it, it continues 



           16    over.  Wainwright then has a chance to attempt to catch 



           17    that -- harvest that for their family.  And it continues 



           18    right on into Canada.  



           19              This is the migration routes of the seals we 



           20    hunt, walrus, the whales, polar bear.  These are the 



           21    animals we depend on.  



           22              And when you look at the Chukchi, you have to 



           23    look at it from this perspective.  You mentioned VLOS, 



           24    very large oil spill.  Okay.  Let's look at a very large 



           25    oil spill.  
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            1              Before we do that, let's look at what happens to 



            2    oil when it hits the Arctic Ocean.  We had a sample of 



            3    that in the mid 1940s when one of the Liberty ships 



            4    building the DEW lines ran aground and was about to be 



            5    destroyed by the waves and the only way they saved that 



            6    Liberty ship at Lonely was to off-load its fuel, its 



            7    bunker oil.  And then it killed the whole Admiralty Bay, 



            8    the lagoons, you know, going to the west from Lonely.  It 



            9    killed the whole ecosystem right there.  



           10              And then when the storm subsided, the oil that 



           11    was up in the high grounds, 50 years later a storm of the 



           12    same caliber hit again, and that bunker oil started 



           13    killing again.  See, the problem with oil in the Arctic 



           14    Ocean is the Arctic Ocean is cold, very cold in 



           15    temperature.  The light ends of the crude oil does not go 



           16    into vapor like it does in the Gulf of Mexico; the light 



           17    ends will, you know, disappear.  In the Arctic they don't.  



           18              And just to show you how effective that cold is, 



           19    cold weather is, driftwood that's been sitting on the 



           20    beaches for over 100 years, the outside might be rotting, 



           21    but when you cut the wood inside, oil -- the sap actually 



           22    starts to flow again.  That's how well the cold preserves 



           23    oil, whether it be tree sap or crude oil.  And that's, you 



           24    know, that kind of danger we have to watch.  



           25              And when you look at the Arctic Circle -- you 
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            1    see my son-in-law right there with his mike, he's the 



            2    North Pole, and all the way around is the way the currents 



            3    flow.  And then a piece of ice sitting here in front of me 



            4    will go all the way around and come back at me in ten 



            5    years later and another ten years it will come back again 



            6    if it doesn't flow south between down in the north sea 



            7    flowing south.  That piece of ice don't go in that 



            8    direction.  It continues in a circle.  It keeps coming 



            9    back to me every ten years.  



           10              Now, if you put a pollutant inside the water, 



           11    and a very large one, there it is.  It's going all the way 



           12    around in a circle.  It comes back at me every ten years.  



           13    And you saw what happened 50 years later with bunker oil.  



           14              And looking at that VOL, when you put it in 



           15    between Siberia and Alaska, in summertime the currents 



           16    flow north.  In springtime -- in springtime that's when 



           17    the salmon fingerlings hit the ocean and the currents take 



           18    them up in the north.  And looking at a map Oceania had 



           19    made of the temperature gradients up to 168 miles from the 



           20    shore going north from Alaska and from Siberia and over 



           21    160 miles past Wrangell Island north of Siberia, the 



           22    temperature in this whole area was ideal temperatures for 



           23    the fingerlings to be in.



           24              And those of us that played in that ocean out 



           25    there in our younger days when we get over 100 miles out, 
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            1    we will run into schools of salmon; sometimes salmon, 



            2    sometimes other fish, more than one species of salmon in 



            3    one big school.  And I learned the dimensions from the -- 



            4    from the Naval Arctic Research Laboratories' aerial photos 



            5    of these schools of fish.  There was one school of fish 



            6    eight miles wide and 28 miles long, and these were all 



            7    juvenile salmon.  



            8              Just to show you how thick that school is, one 



            9    of my uncles one time drove his boat into it and could 



           10    only get about one-fourth of the way in, nine miles out 



           11    straight out in the ocean in the middle of summer, he 



           12    stepped out of his boat into the ocean, and he never went 



           13    halfway up to his knees walking on top of a school of 



           14    fish.  



           15              This is that fish that is in the Arctic that 



           16    goes to the Arctic when the currents in the -- when the 



           17    Bering Sea froze north in summer.  This is the fingerlings 



           18    that went there.  And when they mature, they flow south, 



           19    start to go back into their rivers where they originated 



           20    from.  



           21              A few years back, the Yukon River did not get 



           22    its fish.  And that was the same summer, that same spring 



           23    that the seismic was done in the Chukchi.  And the salmon 



           24    that was supposed to have been going to the rivers south 



           25    of the Arctic Circle scattered all across the North Slope 
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            1    and started going into our rivers up here that normally do 



            2    not get the large masses of salmon.  They all were -- the 



            3    migration of the fish had been changed by the seismic.  



            4              And just to show you how powerful that seismic 



            5    was, when they were doing the seismic in the Chukchi in 



            6    the open water meetings in Anchorage, we learned that 



            7    seismic being done in Banks Island in Canada had to shut 



            8    down because the background noise from the Chukchi was so 



            9    loud they could not do their seismic, do their readings in 



           10    Canada.  That's over 400 miles.  What is it doing going 



           11    straight out in the ocean or further to the west?  



           12              These have to be considered.  These have never 



           13    been looked at.  But that salmon, when it does go into the 



           14    ocean, the currents do take it up north, and they come up 



           15    north with their food.  And then when belugas start 



           16    migrating, when the seals start migrating, polar bears, 



           17    this -- that big school mass is their food.  And this 



           18    usually goes from Peard Bay 50 miles to the west of us to 



           19    over 160 miles past Wrangell Island up to 200 miles wide.  



           20              The temperature says this is where that salmon 



           21    stock is.  That's their nursery right in the middle of 



           22    what you what you are calling the Chukchi lease sale area.  



           23              Now, that mass of school, that big mass of 



           24    salmon in end of the '70s and the early part of the '80s, 



           25    there was an international organization conducted in 
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            1    Seward, Alaska.  They called it the Bering Sea Synthesis.  



            2    And in that synthesis, there were 13 nations that dealt 



            3    with the Arctic Ocean.  And they were explaining, you 



            4    know, what happens and what happens in the ocean and these 



            5    schools of fish and the currents that occurred.  Right 



            6    there they showed the Bering Sea as one-third of the 



            7    world's fish stock.  



            8              Let's take a look at all the fish on the whole 



            9    planet earth and give it a factor of one.  Okay.  Just 



           10    because it's fish, we will call it one.  And then when you 



           11    look at -- start looking at these school masses, the 



           12    Bering Sea, you are looking at one-third of the world's 



           13    stock right there.  Then you start looking at the world, 



           14    start looking around.  We end up with the Pacific fire 



           15    rim.  The population has gotten so big they have eaten 



           16    that fish stock up.  That fish is not -- can't barely 



           17    reproduce itself.  That's another third of the world's 



           18    fish.  



           19              And then let's start looking at the planet some 



           20    more, and then over there in the North Sea, there is 



           21    another third of the world's fish.  That one right there, 



           22    about three years ago I went to Norway for an 



           23    international organization on the Arctic Ocean and found 



           24    out there was an agreement between Russia and Norway.  



           25              When one country fished in the North Sea, the 
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            1    other country did not fish because they understood if they 



            2    both -- if both countries fished, they would destroy that 



            3    third of the world's fish.  So today when Norway fishes 



            4    one area in the North Sea, Russians do not fish.  The 



            5    following year the Russians go out.  That's the only way 



            6    they can preserve the next third of the world's fish.  



            7              Okay.  Now, we are looking at all the world's 



            8    fish:  North Sea, the Bering Sea, and the Pacific Rim.  



            9    Two-thirds of them are damaged.  One-third is dead.  And 



           10    in -- in the North Sea, the salmon is no longer 



           11    harvestable because it's been overfished.  But the bottom 



           12    fish are being negotiated on by these two big major 



           13    countries.  Now, the last third of the world's fish is the 



           14    salmon and its nursery is the Chukchi.  Your 



           15    responsibility is to make sure not just the lease sales, 



           16    but what the ground -- what the ocean feeds people.  



           17              We are looking at the last third of the world's 



           18    fish.  Are you going to let it be destroyed so a couple of 



           19    companies can profit?  I mean, this is something you have 



           20    to seriously look at when you look at the Arctic Ocean.  



           21              I could talk all night, but I'll give somebody a 



           22    chance to say something.  And everything I gave you has 



           23    come in -- I've learned from the United States through the 



           24    Navel Arctic Research Studies or international 



           25    organizations, you know, conferences conducted.  The 
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            1    numbers I'm talking about are the United States' and other 



            2    major nations' numbers.  And all I'm doing is reminding 



            3    you of them.  



            4              And my problem is I've lived here, and the 



            5    ocean, the animals in the ocean, and my relatives that 



            6    live up here, we have a very serious problem, and we -- 



            7    that is, we cannot live up here without the food from our 



            8    ocean.  We are stuck with that food.  You can't bring me 



            9    beef and then make me live here and be healthy.  I can't.  



           10    It will not happen.  I need that fat from that animal that 



           11    lives in the ocean.  So this -- 



           12              I need your help.  We all need your help.  So 



           13    together we can protect the last third of the world's 



           14    fish.  And it's not oil that's going to feed us.  It might 



           15    make us travel faster or a little bit longer, but it's not 



           16    going to keep us alive.  And when you are looking at the 



           17    last third of the world's fish, which also feeds, you 



           18    know, the seals I eat, the belugas, the bears, the animals 



           19    I named, that's what I need.  I need their fat.  And they 



           20    get their fat from the salmon fingerlings.  



           21              And two years ago, NOAA had done some studies on 



           22    the coast, and they found our coast filled with salmon 



           23    fingerlings, the fish I was saying that migrated north 



           24    following the currents.  I mean, you are looking at this 



           25    information.  It's not something new.  It's something we 
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            1    have all been watching throughout our whole history as a 



            2    people.  



            3              There is very few of us up here that live up 



            4    here that depend on this up here.  We want to stay longer.  



            5    We need our kids to live here after us.  They have to be 



            6    here.  And the only way they can do it is to make you, the 



            7    government, understand.  We know legally you can't go 



            8    selling something that don't belong to you.  



            9              At the UN, we have also come to understand when 



           10    the United States says they are going to do something in 



           11    the Arctic, they always remind the world we are under 



           12    their custodial care.  You are taking care of us, 



           13    therefore, you can talk about the ocean.  The United 



           14    States has not signed the law of the high seas.  



           15    Technically speaking, the Arctic Ocean is not yours, it's 



           16    mine, the people that live here.  And I am not ready to 



           17    have my home destroyed.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  



           19    James.



           20                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  Thank you.  My name 



           21    is James Patkotak.  I grew up here in Barrow, Alaska.  I 



           22    learned how to hunt from the ocean.  Like George said, 



           23    that's our garden out there, and I learned at a very young 



           24    age hunting oogruk, seal and the whale out there.  Now 



           25    oil industry comes up here and decides to look for oil out 
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            1    in the ocean.  Why don't the oil industries stay on land.  



            2              Here is one concern that had been brought out by 



            3    the Minerals Management Service before BOEMRE came -- came 



            4    to be.  I remember hearing a concern by one of the -- one 



            5    of our leaders way back then.  In case of a very large oil 



            6    spill, will the people be provided with food, White Man 



            7    food?  Will we -- will we be provided with necessary food 



            8    for our table, our children.  



            9              Now, there are about 10,000 Inupiats on the 



           10    North Slope alone, maybe more.  Now, will the federal 



           11    government be able to provide us with food each and every 



           12    day because we won't be able to eat muktuk, eat the seal 



           13    we like, the oogruk?  They are nourishing to our bodies, 



           14    very nourishing.  I myself, even after I have a hamburger 



           15    and French fries, I'm still yearning to eat some more 



           16    because it doesn't fill me up.  The White Man food don't 



           17    fill me up as well as our Inupiat food does.  So that's 



           18    been my concern, and also it is a concern of many people 



           19    on the Slope.  



           20              Now, will that -- is that -- the EIS -- the EIS, 



           21    does that -- is it still in there, that concern that has 



           22    been brought out a while back when this used to be MMS?  



           23    I'm wondering about that.  Look into that, and if you are 



           24    going to do the supplemental EIS, check it out.  Make sure 



           25    it will still stand.  That's all I have.  Thank you.  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, James.  Now, 



            2    I'm going to walk around here and pass the microphone back 



            3    to Doreen, and she can start the cycle again.  Doreen, you 



            4    can pass it on if you choose, or add to what you have 



            5    already said.  Make sure everybody has a chance.



            6                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Thank you, Jim.  Doreen 



            7    Lampe, for the record.  I'm glad to see that there is 



            8    finally a provision regarding a scenario for a very large 



            9    oil spill.  Every time there is a presentation given in 



           10    the past, the presentation usually ends with we don't plan 



           11    for the event of a very large oil spill because we plan on 



           12    prevention.  Prevention of an oil spill is our plan.  And 



           13    that was such a sorry statement if I ever heard one by an 



           14    oil company.  And I'm very glad to see that the federal 



           15    government has learned something from the BP Gulf of 



           16    Mexico oil spill.  



           17              I don't know how many of you are on Facebook, 



           18    but I just got technologically challenged with Facebook, 



           19    and I read a comment on a Facebook that said if there was 



           20    a very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea, our housing 



           21    situation up here is so sorry, so bad for our own people, 



           22    how are we going to house 30,000 employees that are needed 



           23    to come up here to clean up the oil spill?  That's how 



           24    sorry our housing is in the Arctic.  We don't have no 



           25    trees.  
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            1              So I'm glad to see that the federal government 



            2    finally, after 30 years, implemented a scenario in the EIS 



            3    for a very large oil spill.  And I hope that it's taken 



            4    into consideration very seriously because we have been 



            5    trying to say over and over and over the oil companies 



            6    cannot clean up a very large oil spill in the Arctic.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Doreen.  



            8                    MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  I have a question.  



            9    Can you hear me?  Leandra, North Slope Borough, Department 



           10    of Wildlife Management.  But I'm speaking on behalf of 



           11    myself.  And I have a question about the very large oil 



           12    spill.  And what -- so what happens?  A lot of the 



           13    conclusions confirm that it would be huge negative impacts 



           14    to the environment and to the Inupiat people if there is a 



           15    very large oil spill, so that's out.  That's going to go 



           16    back to the courts.  What's the judge's decision on that?  



           17    Is there a scenario?  



           18                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  It will go -- this 



           19    document will be used by the Secretary of the Interior to 



           20    make his decision so, you know, I don't know what the 



           21    decision will be of the Secretary of the Interior.  But he 



           22    will have all the information before him.  And that's why 



           23    we want your concerns and your positions on there so that 



           24    we can articulate that in our document to the Secretary so 



           25    he has all the information before him before he makes his 
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            1    decision.  



            2                    MR. BEN GREENE:  All right.  I will talk.  



            3    My name is Ben Greene.  I work for the North Slope Borough 



            4    Planning Department, but like my cohorts here, I have not 



            5    vetted anything through the mayor's office, so I will be 



            6    speaking as a private citizen.  I'm going to follow up on 



            7    some dialogue that Emma had.  And I really appreciate the 



            8    answers to the questions and the questions that have to do 



            9    with significant thresholds for NEPA analysis, when to 



           10    perform an EIS versus an EA.  



           11              And this question might sound familiar because 



           12    it's the same question I asked last time that you were up 



           13    here in Barrow.  And it has to do with, was it the March 



           14    2010 GAO report having to do with significant thresholds 



           15    and MMS' -- the agency once known as MMS -- implementation 



           16    of NEPA.  MMS responded to that GAO report policy to come 



           17    up with a guidance document.  I think it was originally 



           18    due December 2010.  And of course, in the meantime, the 



           19    Deepwater Horizon occurred.  



           20              Jim, I think when you were up, you stated at the 



           21    time that that guidance document talking about NEPA 



           22    thresholds, talking about significant thresholds was 



           23    imminent.  Is it still imminent?  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm not up to speed on 



           25    it right this second, but my understanding is that it's 
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            1    still moving forward.  There are a lot of people working 



            2    on it every day to make sure it lives up to what is 



            3    expected.  You know, it's something we are taking very, 



            4    very seriously.  As I say, I haven't seen the latest 



            5    report on it, internal report, that is; but I know people 



            6    are working diligently to make it happen and to get it on 



            7    the Web.  Does anyone know anything?  



            8              I'm sorry.  We can always get back with you, but 



            9    we didn't come prepared to answer that question, other 



           10    than the fact that I have heard people talk about it and 



           11    people were pushing on it as hard as they can.  



           12                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Okay.  Good.  Thank you 



           13    very much.  I appreciate the update.  



           14                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Hi again.  George 



           15    Edwardson.  What I didn't do is tell you about my 



           16    education and where I have worked in the past.  1968 I 



           17    captained the very first cleanup boat that ever came to 



           18    the State of Alaska.  I had to change the system so it 



           19    would work to pick up the oil in the water.  And it only 



           20    picked up the heavy ends that floated to the top.  The 



           21    light ends, like the gasoline and the diesel and the crude 



           22    oil and the natural gases from the cold weather, that 



           23    don't go -- evaporate up in the air, that remained in 



           24    solution, but the cleanup boat I had captained was for Pan 



           25    American Petroleum in the Cook Inlet in 1968.  
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            1              In my college education, I'm a geologist.  I'm a 



            2    mining and petroleum technician, and I'm also a certified 



            3    gas field operator with over 17 years of running a gas 



            4    field and having worked at Prudhoe Bay from the beginning 



            5    during the exploration.  So I do know the industry and 



            6    what it does and how it operates.  



            7              And when you look at my education, it's more 



            8    than most in the oil industry.  I took that education to 



            9    find a way to try to find a way to protect my home.  And I 



           10    had worked for the -- our corporation, made an engineering 



           11    firm for them, and was in the process of going after the 



           12    offshore development.  Then I asked the board, if it's not 



           13    safe, what do I do?  They told me, if it's not safe, find 



           14    a way to stop it and we will be right behind you.  And 



           15    this is 1977.  



           16              And now we are in 2011, and the knowledge the 



           17    industry has and the direction they are going has not 



           18    changed one bit.  



           19              They claim they study, but where is it?  We 



           20    don't see it.  I haven't seen it.  Like I said, I have the 



           21    degrees from the universities that says I'm an oil man.  



           22    And when you look at VOL, very large oil spill, we all 



           23    have a slight understanding of the Arctic gyro, how the 



           24    Arctic Ocean goes around in a circle.  



           25              One year I came up on one of the barrier 
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            1    islands, and there was a couple of people studying the 



            2    birds that were living on the island in summertime.  They 



            3    had a drift card, and it was from a university in the 



            4    northerneastern end of Australia.  He showed me the drift 



            5    card he picked up from the barrier islands.  That's less 



            6    than 30 miles to the east of Barrow.  And then he asked me 



            7    how did this get there.  I just happened to have a copy of 



            8    National Geographic on the ocean's currents, and I showed 



            9    him how it traveled.  



           10              It was south of the south -- South America, went 



           11    on the west side of Africa, went north, west side of 



           12    Europe north, and then it got in in the North Sea and then 



           13    made the trip all the way around until it got to the 



           14    barrier island where it landed.  And that drift card had a 



           15    four-year date on it.  



           16              And the Gulf of Mexico, we all worry about that.  



           17    I'm expecting to see that oil to the east of Barrow in not 



           18    too far in the future.  The way that drift card was 



           19    traveling tells me.  



           20              And like I said, our Arctic Ocean is cold, so 



           21    the diesel and the gasoline don't evaporate out of it.  So 



           22    it comes back to me every ten years.  And then there is 



           23    that big nursery between Siberia and Alaska.  Every time 



           24    it comes around, it's going to hit that.  And that's the 



           25    world's fisheries everybody better be worried about.  My 
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            1    worries are the whales and the seals.  The salmon is your 



            2    food.  I hope we all understand each other.  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  



            4    James.



            5                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  What's -- what's 



            6    the -- what are the Feds going to do once the oil come up 



            7    to -- come up to the Arctic that does spill down in the 



            8    Gulf of Mexico?  Who is going to clean it up once it gets 



            9    up here?  Once there is ice out on our ocean, what are the 



           10    Feds going to do?  Do you have a plan?  Does the Feds have 



           11    a plan for that?  I'm starting to wonder now.  



           12              Now, once the lease sales happen and the oil 



           13    industry goes and buy a spot where they are going to 



           14    drill, now, will the oil industry keep their word in 



           15    hiring locals to be out there drilling with them or are 



           16    they going to say the heck with them, the Natives, saying 



           17    we are going to drill.  We don't care what they say.  I 



           18    mean, what -- that's the -- that's a question that often 



           19    people ask, you know.  What's going to happen?  You know, 



           20    that's a big question.  Thank you.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.  Mike, 



           22    if you could walk over to this side of the room.  Again, 



           23    this is a technique we tried in Kotzebue, and we just kept 



           24    going around until everyone was comfortable that they all 



           25    had their say.  We don't want anybody to leave the room 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        43







            1    and feel that they got missed or left out.  George.



            2                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I told them I could 



            3    talk all night if you were willing to listen to me.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we have got lots of 



            5    coffee and goodies.  



            6                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  We are 



            7    talking oil and gas.  We are talking about the Arctic.  



            8    And you have seen the gyro of the ocean.  You see what oil 



            9    does when it hits, you know, the cold water.  The light 



           10    ends do not evaporate like they do in the Gulf.  That's 



           11    understood.  



           12              Now, another aspect, we have not touched all the 



           13    geological and information, biological data you have 



           14    collected, you know, since the lease sale are now 



           15    obsolete.  You can't use those anymore because of today's 



           16    term everybody is using global warming.  The Arctic Ocean 



           17    had been under a sheet of ice for the last 28- to 32,000 



           18    years.  That ecosystem had stabilized itself living in the 



           19    cold water.  



           20              Now the ice is almost all gone and that 



           21    family -- that family, that ecosystem now is going through 



           22    a cultural shock.  I call it a cultural shock because the 



           23    ice is no longer there covering it.  And they had -- the 



           24    microorganisms that live in the ocean have adapted to the 



           25    cold.  
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            1              Now the heat is hitting them, and on top of it 



            2    we have this seismic noise, we have this drilling noise.  



            3    Seismic that when they send off a seismic boom, the ships 



            4    are falling apart in between their seismic work.  They are 



            5    rewelding the ships over and over.  



            6              And I'm listening to this from the people that 



            7    work on the ships.  Our marine mammal observers come and 



            8    tell me when they get off from the boats that in between 



            9    the seismic works, the welders are busy keeping the ship 



           10    together.  



           11              Now, this is supposed to be a harmless boom.  



           12    And when steel can come apart from the seismic, there is 



           13    something drastic going on in there someone is not 



           14    bringing out.  And the government is not willing to stick 



           15    its nose in there to see if it's really for real, even 



           16    though the other agencies bring out the point that when 



           17    the seismic boom is set off in the Chukchi, Banks Island 



           18    in Canada 400 miles to the east cannot do their seismic 



           19    work because of the background noise.  



           20              Now, what's happening to all the animals in 



           21    between?  If I shoot a Steller's eider or one of those 



           22    endangered birds, I'd go to jail for ten years right now.  



           23    You will not hesitate to lock me up, the Feds won't.  What 



           24    happens to the industry when they destroy whole flocks of 



           25    them like that?  I mean, there is some heavy-duty 
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            1    discrimination going onto me as a subsistence hunter 



            2    versus, you know, the industry who can make a few dollars 



            3    for the State and the federal government just because they 



            4    are willing to pay the State and Feds some money.  It's 



            5    okay to do that kind of damage?  



            6              The snow geese that used to be in the barrier 



            7    islands when Prudhoe Bay first started to be developed 



            8    disappeared from Alaska.  In 2000 I was in Alberta in Fort 



            9    McMurray checking out a gas field operating school over 



           10    there, and while I was there, the Canadian, you know, 



           11    wildlife was trying to figure out where all these snow 



           12    geese came from, and they had already destroyed the 



           13    summering place of the snow geese, the Canada snow geese 



           14    because the population had exploded.  Did anybody get 



           15    fined for that?  Not a single individual or company.  



           16              And the snow goose is a very shy animal, and it 



           17    don't like to stay around people and noise.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Again, we are going to 



           19    continue to go around until somebody does not take the 



           20    microphone.  Making sure everybody gets a fair shake.  



           21    James is not going to disappoint me.



           22                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  I feel this is a very 



           23    important gathering for our people.  This is our lives 



           24    that the oil industry -- it's our livelihood.  You know, 



           25    it's very important that we express our -- express our 
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            1    feelings for our Inupiat people.  



            2              And I've heard so much negative stuff come out 



            3    of our local people here regarding the oil industry when 



            4    they are working out in Prudhoe Bay.  When they are out in 



            5    the ocean, they got these negative reports back to us when 



            6    we gather in our own little circles now and then.  People 



            7    talk about the oil industry, how the Inupiats are being 



            8    treated by the oil industry.  



            9              Now, hopefully, with the industry out in our 



           10    garden, hopefully our local people get trained to be 



           11    captains of these drilling ships to keep their ears and 



           12    eyes out for our local people.  Be top dogs in our -- in 



           13    the oil industry -- one great day, huh?  I hope our 



           14    Inupiat people get to that point and get even more 



           15    serious, more serious than we are now.  



           16              With that, I'm going to close.  Thank you.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, James.  



           18    Anybody else wishes to speak?



           19                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Let's finish off.  



           20    Okay.  Let me finish it off.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  George.



           22                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  When Trans-Alaska 



           23    Pipeline was in the process of being built and the EIS was 



           24    conducted and in that EIS the U.S. federal government 



           25    guaranteed one major spill in its transportation system, 
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            1    and it came about 20 years after it had been flowing.  And 



            2    that was the Exxon Valdez.  Now, we were guaranteed that 



            3    spill when the pipeline was in the process of being built.  



            4    That was a guarantee given and, sure enough, the federal 



            5    government kept their promise.  They had Exxon Valdez.  



            6              And then when they done -- in the '80s when they 



            7    first attempted to do their offshore drilling up here in 



            8    the Chukchi when the first EIS came, we were guaranteed 



            9    one and one-third major oil spill.  Exxon Valdez said you 



           10    keep your word.  Now you guarantee me a one-and-one-third 



           11    major spill.  You have killed the ocean with a one-third 



           12    spill.  Your whole major spill had guaranteed that it 



           13    can't stand back up again.  



           14              Now, this is what I'm looking at when I look at 



           15    the United States and its promises and its EIS.  You give 



           16    us an EIS right here, which we saw for the first time 



           17    today, and we are supposed to be sitting here commenting 



           18    on that.  And when you look at us throughout the whole 



           19    North Slope, I don't think there is even two handfuls of 



           20    people that can read those books and understand what it's 



           21    saying because we are a subsistence people.  



           22              What are we going to do?  Do we have to secede 



           23    or what in order to stay alive?  We are Americans, just 



           24    like you are.  I have a right to live like the way I want 



           25    to live, and my parents, going on back, they tell us we 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        48







            1    have lived here on this piece of land -- this is the 



            2    seventh Ice Age we are coming out of, according to the old 



            3    stories we have.  Is this going to be my last ice age?  



            4    What gives?  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.



            6                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  One more thing.  I 



            7    wonder if -- I wonder how the oil industry would think and 



            8    I wonder how the White Man would think if we decide to 



            9    give them an EIS.  I mean, I'll give you an environmental 



           10    impact statement because you are coming up to our land 



           11    here.  I'm -- we are going to require you to fill out an 



           12    EIS for us.  I wonder how it would turn out.  That's all.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, James.  



           14    Anyone else?  I may have to close the meeting a tiny bit 



           15    early.



           16                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I think we got the 



           17    message through, didn't we?  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  George, I think you got 



           19    the message through.  Thank you.  If there are no -- any 



           20    other -- aha.  We were going to close, but if we have 



           21    another person who would like to speak -- 



           22                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yes, we would love 



           23    to speak.  



           24                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Sorry.  I was going to 



           25    drop by and see if anybody was still here.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        49







            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are still here.  



            2    There is time to make a comment, if you would like.  



            3                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Okay.  Sure.  



            4                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Just say it from 



            5    the heart and let them have it.  



            6                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Okay.  Sure.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You can have a seat.  



            8    Have a seat and get comfortable.



            9                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  I'd prefer to stand.  



           10    Thank you.  So I'm Qaiyaan Opie.  I am the natural 



           11    resources director for ICAS.  This is my one-year-old 



           12    daughter.  Couldn't find a sitter.  Was just stopping by 



           13    here to make sure if anyone was here.  I thought it might 



           14    have been over, but I'm glad I caught the tail end of it.  



           15              I know we met earlier today, and I got quite 



           16    a -- quite a bit, a lot of information regarding the Lease 



           17    Sale 193.  And I did want to comment that since I have 



           18    been working for ICAS, which has been since about the tail 



           19    end of November, just last year, so for about six months 



           20    now, I was really pleased and very refreshed to see the 



           21    outlay of the presentation.  



           22              And as I stated earlier with the first question 



           23    on the board being what are we here for, is a great step 



           24    in taking that level of communication to these public open 



           25    meetings to a different level where people do feel more 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        50







            1    comfortable knowing that they are a part of the comments 



            2    being made and knowing exactly what the presentation 



            3    encompasses in that sense.  So I really appreciate that.  



            4    Thank you.  



            5              I also did want to comment that I know BOEMRE at 



            6    this point is kind of going above and beyond what the 



            7    judge mandates in this sense in going beyond to take the 



            8    extra effort to come and have the community and our 



            9    agencies involved.  So thank you very much.  



           10              And we do have some comments, and this is on 



           11    behalf of ICAS here.  And I'll just kind of read verbatim 



           12    here since I don't really have much to say personally at 



           13    this moment.  I didn't quite catch the full conversation 



           14    here.  



           15              So first of all, we do thank you for updating 



           16    the previous supplemental EIS from last fall.  While the 



           17    EIS is much improved, ICAS still does have many concerns 



           18    about the analysis and whether the lease sale should move 



           19    forward.  



           20              Our first point here is the baseline information 



           21    and that ICAS, it's been pretty well known that we, as 



           22    well as a lot of agencies, have long advocated that the 



           23    government must have baseline information about the area 



           24    of OCS before authorizing work there.  The EIS and the 



           25    recent USGS report both demonstrate that critical 
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            1    information is missing.  And we ask that the government 



            2    ensure it has more information about the Chukchi and the 



            3    important natural resources before deciding where to sell 



            4    offshore oil and gas leases in this area.  



            5              Number two regarding oil spill, we appreciate 



            6    the updated information on a very large oil spill, VLOS -- 



            7    adding to the list of acronyms that I'm becoming 



            8    accustomed to -- that is included in the EIS.  This 



            9    analysis shows the very far reaching and devastating 



           10    impact of a spill in the Chukchi, but does not answer our 



           11    questions, which are:  Are the oil and gas companies 



           12    capable of cleaning up a spill in Arctic waters with ice, 



           13    hurricane force winds, darkness, and other challenging 



           14    conditions?  Should they be allowed to explore if they 



           15    have not shown that they are capable of a cleanup.  



           16              The next question:  Will oil and gas companies 



           17    have to be able to drill same season relief wells?  Also, 



           18    what will the response time be for such a spill with the 



           19    nearest Coast Guard office over a thousand miles away?  



           20    And will the Coast Guard have ice breakers and other 



           21    vessels to be able to assist in cleaning up a spill?  And 



           22    what will the oil and gas companies and the government do 



           23    if subsistence resources are not available for Chukchi 



           24    villages who cannot afford to live off of store-bought 



           25    foods.  
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            1              Lastly, here is climate change.  Comparing the 



            2    impacts to our climate from the lease sale to a worldwide 



            3    baseline is not appropriate when our communities are 



            4    already being impacted by climate change.  Our ice cellars 



            5    here are rapidly melting like they haven't before, and our 



            6    sea ice is changing.  I can very comfortably say 



            7    dramatically because I recently just turned 30 and I 



            8    myself consider that old, but to my community and my 



            9    mentors it's fairly young.  But I know that in my life 



           10    span I have been able to see this happen before my eyes.  



           11    So it is very real and very here and happening very 



           12    rapidly.  



           13              Also we must change our subsistence activities 



           14    to respond to this climate change and you must address the 



           15    impacts of climate change here and not just compared to 



           16    the rest of the world.  And also cumulative impacts -- the 



           17    analysis of cumulative impacts must be expanded.  The 



           18    definitions of past, present, and foreseeable impacts need 



           19    to be expanded.  The geographic range considered needs to 



           20    be broader for migratory species like the bowhead whale.  



           21              Significant thresholds.  How the environmental 



           22    impact statement defines significant impacts to different 



           23    resources is unlawful.  You are requiring substantial 



           24    violations of federal law before an impact is considered 



           25    to be significant.  These definitions need to be rewritten 
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            1    so that significant impacts are recognized before federal 



            2    law is broken.  



            3              And more alternatives and a hard look at the 



            4    impacts are required.  We appreciate the inclusion of 



            5    additional qualification in the EIS on bowhead whales, 



            6    very large oil spills, and natural gas development.  This 



            7    information has not changed the outcome.  This information 



            8    has not been used to develop a reasonable range of 



            9    alternatives.  This information has not been given a hard 



           10    look in the analysis.  And actual analysis of a reasonable 



           11    range of alternatives and a hard look at the new 



           12    information is necessary before leases are sold.  



           13              And these are some cumulative points that ICAS 



           14    wanted to make.  So I wanted to present that.  And I'm 



           15    sitting here wondering, oh, no, what if somebody was here 



           16    and already and did that.  Have they?  



           17                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  You did good.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No, that's fine.  Thank 



           19    you.



           20                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Okay.  Yeah, so thank 



           21    you very much.  



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  



           23    You were going to grab, say something.  Anyone else would 



           24    like to say --



           25                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  One last time on 
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            1    the Coast Guard.  She brought out the Coast Guard.  I'm 



            2    glad she did.  We have two super icebreakers that the 



            3    United States has, and it's only two in the Arctic.  And 



            4    if you have ever watched that TV show The Deadliest Catch, 



            5    the Coast Guard is working to its maximum where it's -- 



            6    where it takes care of our fishermen down south on the 



            7    south of where we live.  



            8              And every time winter begins, the first thing 



            9    the Coast Guard -- the first things to leave are the Coast 



           10    Guard, and we don't see them until spring.  This has been 



           11    the habit of the U.S. Coast Guard.  This is not to 



           12    bad-mouth them.  Those are very fine people there.  You 



           13    can't ask for better people than the ones that are in 



           14    there.  They leave because they cannot deal with the ice.  



           15    The United States' so-called super icebreakers cannot 



           16    handle the ice in winter.  They leave.  And what have you 



           17    to replace and allow the industry to stay in winter when 



           18    the Coast Guard can't even -- don't even have the manpower 



           19    to stay?  



           20              And another thing I forgot to mention earlier, 



           21    we have to deal with the environmental impact statement.  



           22    We have to deal with the federal government.  And our 



           23    dollars we receive are to do social service dollars, and 



           24    we cannot use those monies for such work as, you know, to 



           25    deal with you when you come.  You need to put -- you are 
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            1    taking money away from our social services funds, putting 



            2    us in violation with our contract with the United States 



            3    in order to attempt to protect our environment.  



            4              So you, as an agency, better find some dollars 



            5    for our Native villages and our regional governments so we 



            6    can deal with such issues as these EISs.  Your EIS, first 



            7    time we seen it today we are commenting on it.  We haven't 



            8    even had time to read the first page.  



            9              Now, is that how we do environmental impact 



           10    statements in the U.S. now?  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.  



           12                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Other comments?  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anyone else?  Going 



           14    once, going twice -- 



           15                    MS. RACHEL EDWARDSON:  Could you do an 



           16    introduction, have everybody introduce themselves?



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be an 



           18    excellent idea.  That would be great.  My name is Jim 



           19    Kendall.  I'm the Regional Director for the regional 



           20    office of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 



           21    Regulation and Enforcement of the Department of Interior.  



           22                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  My name is Mike 



           23    Routhier.  I also work in the Alaska Region for BOEMRE, 



           24    and I work as an EIS coordinator, so I help put together 



           25    these documents.  
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            1                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  I am Sharon Warren.  



            2    I'm the program analysis officer in the Alaska Region, and 



            3    on this project I'm the project manager for the SEIS for 



            4    the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.  



            5                    MR. CRAIG BLANCHARD:  My name is Craig 



            6    Blanchard.  I work for Shell.  I'm a SIMOPS coordinator 



            7    and community liaison here in Barrow.  



            8                    MR. JOHN MAKETA:  My name is John Maketa.  



            9    I'm a contractor for Shell.  I'm a logistics consultant, 



           10    and by trade I'm a marine engineer, so I have -- I told 



           11    George I did five years in the Coast Guard up here and I 



           12    worked on the SIDS rig, the SDC.  I was a barge master and 



           13    an engineer, and I worked for Crowley at Caco.  So I kind 



           14    of spent about 20 years up here kicking around.  I'm based 



           15    here in Barrow for Shell, and I can answer a lot of these 



           16    questions if anybody wants to stop in the office on 



           17    logistics or local hire issues, too.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Gentleman in 



           19    the back there.  



           20                    MR. HAL SALZMAN:  Hal Salzman, Rutgers 



           21    University, just observing.  



           22                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Emma Pokon from the North 



           23    Slope Borough Law Department.  



           24                    MR. BOB MERCIER:  Bob Mercier, North Slope 



           25    Borough search and rescue pilot.  
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            1                    MR. SCOTT BLACKBURN:  I'm Scott Blackburn, 



            2    and I'm with the Alaska Region of BOEMRE, as well.  I'm a 



            3    technical editor and writer.  



            4                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Qaiyaan Opie, ICAS, 



            5    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, National Resources 



            6    Director.  



            7                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Again, my name is 



            8    George Edwardson.  I'm one of the councilmen for Inupiat 



            9    Community of the Arctic Slope.  



           10                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I'm Michael Haller.  I'm 



           11    the community liaison for the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



           12    Management, Regulation and Enforcement for the Alaska 



           13    Region.



           14                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  I'm James Patkotak.  



           15    I worked for ICAS as a natural resource director myself.  



           16    Currently I am -- I work for KBRW radio station.  I'm a 



           17    DJ.  



           18                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I recognize your 



           19    voice.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And with that, if there 



           21    are no other comments, I would officially like to close 



           22    this meeting on the public hearing for the revised 



           23    supplemental EIS.  I want to thank you all for coming out.  



           24    I know there is a whale celebration tomorrow.  And I'm 



           25    really pleased we had some folks here because I know it's 
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            1    a really important celebration tomorrow.  



            2              Thank you all for coming, and your input has 



            3    been invaluable.  And have a good evening.



            4               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:50 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's 20 after, so we are

  3    going to start the meeting now in just a minute.  Before I

  4    make the introductions and go into any details, I want to

  5    ask someone to give a blessing in just a minute here.

  6    President Doreen, can I ask you to give a blessing before

  7    we start the meeting please?

  8               (Blessing offered by Doreen Lampe.)

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very

 10    much.  Good evening and thank you for taking time out of

 11    your busy day to join us.  My name is Jim Kendall.  I'm

 12    the Regional Director of the Alaska Regional Office of the

 13    Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and

 14    Enforcement.  I know that's a long line there, but we just

 15    go by BOEMRE.

 16              Now, one thing I noticed at some of our other

 17    meetings is, as we got into the meeting, someone asked who

 18    are you, where are you from, just what are you.  Well, we

 19    are a federal government agency.  We're part of the

 20    Department of Interior.  We are not an oil company.  We

 21    are not a nongovernmental organization.  Our job is to

 22    manage the energy and mineral resources of the Outer

 23    Continental Shelf.  We pull the information together and

 24    we pass it on to the decisionmaker, in this case the

 25    Secretary of the Interior.

00004

  1              Now, what we are doing tonight is holding public

  2    hearings on the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental

  3    Impact sale for Lease Sale 193.  Now, that's mouthful.

  4              We are doing this meeting a little bit

  5    different.  What we are going to do is after I introduce

  6    the team here, I'm going to ask them to go through a

  7    series of flip charts so that we all start from the same

  8    knowledge base.  Okay?  So this is a little bit different.

  9    We are going to provide a lot more information at the

 10    beginning so that when we get into public comment,

 11    everybody has an idea of really why we are here.

 12              Now, starting with introductions, at the front

 13    table here I've got Sharon Warren.  Sharon is the project

 14    manager for the supplemental EIS.  Next to her is Mike

 15    Routhier.  Mike Routhier is the coordinator of the EIS.

 16    He takes all the parts and pieces and puts it together.

 17              Now, as it's being put together, we have got to

 18    make sure it flows and everybody understands it and all

 19    the definitions are there.  That falls on the back of

 20    Scott Blackburn in the back there.  Raise your hand,

 21    Scott.  Scott is not only a technical expert in what we

 22    do; he is also a technical editor.  So he tries to make

 23    the document written in a way that people can understand

 24    it.

 25              We also have back there Michael Haller.  Michael
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  1    Haller is our community liaison.  He helps us work with

  2    the communities, like here in Barrow, to get your input.

  3    We also have tonight with us James.  James is a

  4    translator.  If anybody feels something needs to be

  5    translated, James has agreed to help us out.  All right.

  6              Now, with that -- oh, I also have to introduce

  7    Mary Vavrik.  Mary Vavrik is our court reporter.  Again,

  8    everything that takes place at this meeting is very

  9    important.  Okay.  Our job is to put together the

 10    information that the Secretary and his team, the

 11    decisionmaker, will make.  So we put the information

 12    together.  We send it up top.  Mary is instrumental to

 13    make sure everything you say is entered.  So please, when

 14    you speak, speak loud enough so it can be heard.  State

 15    your name so we can get that for the record.  And if you

 16    happen to have anything -- any written comments, Mary will

 17    be happy to accept it.

 18              Now, with that, we are going to go to a brief

 19    introduction of why we're here.  Again, this is a little

 20    bit different from the way we usually do things.  Okay.

 21              Now, I'll give you a warning.  After the little

 22    briefing is done, to maximize public input and so that

 23    everybody can hear, we are going to move the chairs so

 24    everybody sits in a circle.  And then we are going to go

 25    around the room with the mike as long as it takes until
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  1    everybody feels they have had good input.  If we leave

  2    here tomorrow morning and someone didn't speak their

  3    piece, we failed.  It's very important that if you have

  4    something to say, we hear it, whether it's at the

  5    beginning or at the end.  It just has to be said.  Okay?

  6              With that, I'm going to give the microphone over

  7    to Sharon.  And Sharon, could you walk us through what we

  8    all need to know before we start getting to work.

  9                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and

 10    welcome.  Can you hear me?  Here we are.  Like Jim said,

 11    we wanted to go through and let you know why we're here.

 12    And we have got some posters to explain why we're here and

 13    what we would like from all of you on this document.

 14              Why we're here today, we get -- we need your

 15    comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental

 16    Impact Statement for sale 193.  The documents are back

 17    there on the table.  We have documents as well as we have

 18    CDs of the documents.  So if you haven't received one and

 19    you would like one, please take one this evening.

 20              What was Lease Sale 193?  Lease Sale 193, first

 21    of all, we had done an environmental impact statement and

 22    published it as final in 2007.  In 2008 we had a lease

 23    sale.  And at that lease sale, we had six companies bid

 24    on -- to explore for oil and gas.  We offered 29.3 million

 25    acres, and there was 487 leases issued for about 2.8
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  1    million acres.

  2              Over here on this map is the area of the sale.

  3    And this was the sale area that was out here in red.  This

  4    is what we offered.  There is some alternatives that

  5    were -- there are some alternatives, and you will find

  6    that out in the supplemental EIS, that we offered off the

  7    coast and there is an alternative -- this alternative is

  8    Alternative 3.

  9              It was not -- the decision was made not to

 10    select that alternative by the Secretary, and so that's

 11    why you will see leases in this area here [indicating].

 12    This alternative is on the table on this -- in this

 13    document for the decision for the Secretary.  He can

 14    either decide to affirm the entire sale area or he can

 15    select this alternative and even with the leases in it.

 16    And we will explain what kind of happens with that.

 17              But this is the entire sale area that was

 18    offered.  And you can see the blocks that were leased by

 19    the six companies.

 20              Then what happened?  Days before the lease

 21    sale -- the lease sale was offered on February 6, 2008,

 22    but before that time, the plaintiffs sued to validate the

 23    lease sale.  They alleged that the EIS did not adequately

 24    assess the environmental impacts.

 25    A    In that litigation -- usually in litigation sometimes
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  1    plaintiffs will ask for an injunction to stop the sale.

  2    That was not asked for.  So the sale was not stopped.  It

  3    continued on.  And that's the reason why we have -- we

  4    have this lease sale is because the Court did not prevent

  5    us from holding it.

  6              Then in July 2010, the District Court for the

  7    District of Alaska ruled that most of the EIS was

  8    satisfactory, but there were three issues the agency

  9    needed to address.  And those issues were the Court said

 10    the agency failed to analyze the environmental impacts of

 11    natural gas development, despite industry interest and

 12    specific lease incentives for such development.

 13              In our notice of sale, we had a lease incentive

 14    that if they purchased a lease for oil, then there was an

 15    incentive for them to also produce the natural gas.

 16    However, we didn't analyze that in the environmental

 17    impact statement that was released in 2007.  So the judge

 18    said go back and analyze that because you offered

 19    something that you didn't analyze in the environmental

 20    impact statement.

 21              The judge also said that the agency failed to

 22    determine whether missing information identified by the

 23    agency was relevant or essential under the federal

 24    regulations and, in addition to that, failed to determine

 25    whether the cost of obtaining the missing information was
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  1    exorbitant or means of doing so was unknown.  The judge is

  2    saying that we didn't follow the regulations that were

  3    there for us to follow.  So he said go back and do it.

  4              So we went back and we followed the Court's

  5    order.  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact

  6    statement to address the three concerns.  Many of you may

  7    have attended the public hearing we had in November here

  8    on that document.  And so we were addressing the Court

  9    concerns with that document.  And we got comments on the

 10    draft SEIS.  The comment period included public hearings

 11    in Kotzebue, Point Hope, Point Lay, Wainwright, Barrow and

 12    Anchorage, as well as a series of government-to-government

 13    meetings at the affected communities.

 14                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  So the next

 15    question is, was the draft SEIS finalized after that.  And

 16    the answer is actually no.  In this situation, we put out

 17    the draft document.  We held the public meetings like we

 18    are doing for this document tonight, and solicited public

 19    comments.  We received over 150,000 public comments.

 20              Many of those requested that the agency consider

 21    the environmental impacts of a very large oil spill.  This

 22    was occurring on the heels of the Deepwater Horizon event.

 23    A very large oil spill was on everyone's mind, for obvious

 24    reasons.  So we, as an agency, reviewed the comments and

 25    considered our options and decided that the best thing
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  1    that we could do is to analyze a very large oil spill

  2    scenario.

  3              And so that we do it correctly, we decided to

  4    put it into an EIS form and add it to the draft SEIS,

  5    which we already had.

  6              So I mentioned a few times now a very large oil

  7    spill or VLOS or V-L-O-S.  And that begs the question,

  8    what is it?  Well, like it says up here, it's a very large

  9    oil spill.  And basically it's a tool for us to analyze

 10    and understand all the potential environmental effects

 11    that could happen in the event that something goes

 12    incredibly wrong and there is catastrophic oil spill.

 13              It's a scenario.  It's purely hypothetical.

 14    It's an extreme case.  Basically, in developing this

 15    scenario, our geologists who have the subject matter

 16    expertise in these issues, were instructed to basically

 17    consider or tell us what would be the largest possible

 18    flow rate from any reservoir known in the Chukchi Sea.

 19              So they looked at basically any sort of variable

 20    that would go into determining how fast the oil will come

 21    out or how big would the oil spill be.  They maximized all

 22    those variables, and we got a very large number.  But that

 23    could be good because it helps us understand all the

 24    possible environmental effects, and it accomplishes the

 25    main goal here, and that is informing the decisionmaker.
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  1              It is important to understand that the very

  2    large oil spill is purely hypothetical, obviously.  And

  3    it's also different than another concept that you are

  4    likely to hear in the context of our agency's work, that

  5    term being worst-case discharge.  I'm not sure everyone

  6    here has ever heard that term.  But that term comes from

  7    our regulations.  It's a term specifically within our

  8    regulations, and it's a calculation that's required

  9    whenever an oil company submits an expiration plan or

 10    proposes to actually drill a well.

 11              Now, that's not happening right now.  Right now

 12    we are at the lease sale stage.  If some or all of the

 13    lease sale is reaffirmed, then we could possibly go to the

 14    next phase which would be an exploration plan phase.  We

 15    are not there yet.  But if we get to that phase, within

 16    the exploration plan from the oil company they would do a

 17    worst-case discharge, which basically calculates how big

 18    an oil spill could be, but it also takes into account a

 19    lot of additional information that would be known at that

 20    time.

 21              And by additional information, I'm talking about

 22    a specific location, specific type of well using specific

 23    technology, having specific responses that would be on

 24    hand.  So it's a much more detailed calculation.

 25              And basically our agency would then review that
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  1    calculation as well as the rest of the exploration plan

  2    that could potentially be submitted.  We review that and

  3    make sure that it contains everything it needs to contain.

  4    It does the analysis properly.  We do that review before

  5    deciding on whether to approve anything.

  6                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So again, what input

  7    does BOEMRE need?  Again, this is in the lease sale stage.

  8    There are four stages in the OCS process.  We have a

  9    five-year program.  We have the lease sale stage.  We have

 10    an exploration plan stage.  And we have a development

 11    production stage.  We are at the lease sale stage.  So

 12    this is a decision the Secretary will make, whether or not

 13    to affirm the lease sale that has already happened in 2008

 14    or make some other changes concerning that lease sale.

 15              So we prepared the draft document, revised draft

 16    supplemental that addresses the issues raised by the Court

 17    and the analysis of the environmental impacts of a very

 18    large oil spill.  When we were here in November, we had

 19    just a document that was attributable to where we were

 20    going to respond to the Court.  This document has

 21    information in total from what we used to respond to the

 22    Court, as well as the very large oil spill.

 23              So this document supplements -- it's a draft

 24    supplement, and it's supplementing the final EIS that was

 25    prepared in 2007.  So in references to some of the -- in
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  1    the document you may see references to sections of the

  2    final EIS.  That was because that was already released in

  3    2007, and this is just supplementing the information

  4    that's in that document.

  5              We are now seeking substantive comments on the

  6    draft document.  So if you have information that -- and

  7    you want an opportunity to provide that information, this

  8    is the time to do it.  The public hearing and the public

  9    comment period -- we are going around the communities for

 10    the public hearing like we are doing today.  The public

 11    comment period is open until July 11th.  So we would ask

 12    you to get your comments to us by July 11th.  There is a

 13    website to go to.  We are using regulations.gov, but if

 14    you go to this website, it will take you directly to the

 15    regulations.gov where you can submit your comments, and we

 16    have instructions on the back table on how to submit

 17    comments using regulations.gov.

 18              And if you have got any questions after you take

 19    a look at that, please talk to Scott Blackburn, and he can

 20    answer questions concerning how to submit comments through

 21    regulations.gov.

 22              So what happens after these hearings?  First we

 23    will consider the comments that we received through both

 24    of the public hearings, as well as through the

 25    regulations.gov comments.  We will prepare a final
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  1    supplemental EIS.

  2              This is on a court schedule.  We are in

  3    litigation with this document, and this litigation is

  4    before Judge Beistline with the U.S. District Court with

  5    the District of Alaska.  He issued an order on May 19th

  6    saying, okay, you can do your very large oil spill

  7    analysis, but you need to have the Secretary to make the

  8    decision by October 3rd of 2011.

  9              In order for us to do that, we need to have the

 10    final EIS out at least 30 days before the Secretary can

 11    make his decision.  And again, this is a lease sale

 12    decision whether to affirm the lease sale or to modify and

 13    make changes to the lease sale; not to offer more land,

 14    but it will be within the confines of what was -- what was

 15    first offered.

 16              Once the Secretary makes his decision, both that

 17    decision and the final SEIS will be filed with the

 18    District Court.  There will be a briefing schedule

 19    established by the plaintiffs as well as the defendants,

 20    and it will go through the litigation process.  The Court

 21    will then decide whether or not the agency has met its

 22    obligations under the National Environmental Policy Act

 23    and the federal laws that we have to follow.

 24              Again, this is on the lease sale.  This is not a

 25    drilling plan.  We are not even to the stage of the
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  1    exploration on there because before even any exploration

  2    can take effect in this area is, one, the Secretary has to

  3    determine one way or the other that there is going to

  4    remain leases out there; and also the District Court has

  5    to decide whether or not we fulfilled our obligations

  6    under NEPA.  And then even that, the Court would have to

  7    allow exploration because right now the Court does not

  8    allow exploration or anything of activities like that on

  9    the lease.

 10              And then there is further NEPA review.  So even

 11    after we go through this and it just -- there is a lot of

 12    ifs.  If this, if this, if this.  And even with the

 13    exploration plan, there is additional NEPA review on it.

 14    So it's another stage process.

 15              And so that's what I wanted to say.  Thank you.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 17    Now the fun part starts.  And since we have this many

 18    people in the audience -- we had about the same amount in

 19    Kotzebue.  And we did something to try it and it worked

 20    really, really good.  First everybody said, I don't think

 21    so, but we tried it, and by the end of the night everybody

 22    said, this is the way you have to do your meetings.

 23              We took the chairs and we put them in a circle.

 24    Everybody sat in the circle and we passed the microphone

 25    around.  And you could either pass, pass it to the next
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  1    person, and that person could say something or pass.  And

  2    we have kept going around till everybody agreed I've said

  3    all I needed to say and I'm just going to pass.  And so

  4    I'd kind of like to try that here.  Would anybody be

  5    really opposed if we just moved our chairs a little bit

  6    and we could see each other's faces while we talk?  Thank

  7    you.  I see George shaking his head yes.  So let's make

  8    the circle up here so our court reporter can see our faces

  9    while we talk.  Thank you.  This will take about three

 10    minutes.

 11               (Off the record.)

 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay, Friends.  Let's

 13    take our seats.  I know we have a nice meeting in the

 14    back.  James, come on up.  I think we may have to make our

 15    circle closer.

 16                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  People will come

 17    in.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Good.  Okay.  We

 19    are going to start in 30 seconds.  Now, usually the best

 20    way to start is to start with someone in authority.  And

 21    so if it's all right, I'd like to go to a new friend of

 22    mine to see if she would like to start it off.  And

 23    Doreen, you are free to pass and pass the microphone to

 24    your right or you can speak now or speak later.  It's up

 25    to you.  The mike is yours if you want it.
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  1                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  My name is Doreen

  2    Lampe.  I live in Barrow all my life.  I am married.  I

  3    have three kids and a couple of grandchildren.  I'm

  4    concerned about this draft supplemental EIS because our

  5    tribal members in Point Hope had to go the length to sue

  6    the government to get their voices and their concerns

  7    heard.  And we had a nice little briefing this afternoon

  8    with the ICAS board of directors from our villages,

  9    Nuiqsut, Point Lay, and Point Hope where it was called on

 10    such short notice.

 11              But my main concern is the -- the reason we had

 12    to sue, and it seemed like the government has had a blind

 13    ear to our concerns.  And even though it's not in our best

 14    interest to sue the federal government, we had to listen

 15    to our tribal members in Point Hope.  And there was a bad

 16    year for them when they didn't catch any whales.  And they

 17    were screaming and hollering that the seismic activity

 18    that was taking place in the Chukchi Sea was the main

 19    reason that they were not catching whales in Point Hope.

 20              And we were not being acknowledged.  We were not

 21    being addressed or respected.  So we had to join our

 22    tribal sister government in Point Hope, one of our village

 23    tribal governments under ICAS.  We had to join them in

 24    this lawsuit in Lease Sale 193.  And from our discussions

 25    this afternoon, I'm not sure that this draft supplemental
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  1    EIS will answer the concerns that -- that our primary

  2    community members of Point Hope, Native Village of Point

  3    Hope have sued for is because of the hardship of the

  4    access to their hunting and harvesting of our natural

  5    resources.

  6              And in briefly just looking at the table of

  7    contents today, first time I seen this draft supplemental

  8    EIS today, of all the days when we are having a meeting

  9    tonight, and I'm asked to comment on it in this very short

 10    notice.  And the biggest concern that I feel why we joined

 11    -- why ICAS joined the Native Village of Point Hope's

 12    lawsuit is because of the trouble, the trouble that

 13    hunters have in accessing subsistence resources and trying

 14    to get the attention of the government when big oil is

 15    right there blasting away seismic air guns and scaring all

 16    the game away for miles around when this is the only one

 17    chance to harvest those natural resources.

 18              So I'm very skeptical about this draft EIS,

 19    supplemental EIS.  I didn't see any real teeth in assuring

 20    hunters that they will mitigate the impacts from all four

 21    stages of your programs, or five stages now, including the

 22    five-year program.

 23              So I'm very concerned about how difficult our

 24    future hunters are going to have so much red tape and so

 25    much traffic from oil industry, so much interference that
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  1    our ice cellars might not get filled up.  We might not

  2    have seal oil one year.

  3              But I thank you for taking the opportunity to

  4    sit at our tables with us and discuss your draft

  5    supplemental EIS this afternoon.  And I hope that we can

  6    work with you, that you can provide better access to our

  7    hunters, better mitigation efforts for the hardships that

  8    a hunter goes through when trying to provide food on the

  9    table.  That's my biggest concern for this offshore

 10    drilling on Lease Sale 193 and why we had to go the length

 11    to sue the federal government to get our concerns

 12    addressed, our voices heard.

 13              And I hope with this new Administration that we

 14    can work with the Obama Administration, the federal

 15    cabinet members.  And thank you for coming up here.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Doreen.

 17    Next.  Sir, you are welcome to pass or --

 18                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Emma Pokon with the North

 19    Slope Borough.  I haven't cleared any comments with the

 20    mayor's office, so I'm speaking on my own part, I guess.

 21    I just wanted to, I guess, first acknowledge that your

 22    meeting process seems to have improved since the last time

 23    you were here with the Lease Sale 193 EIS.  There wasn't

 24    much in the way of information other than what was shared

 25    verbally for people who attended the meeting.  So I want
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  1    to say thank you for bringing maps and some visuals to

  2    help communicate with people who are coming to learn about

  3    the work that you are doing.

  4              And I also want -- was hoping that Sharon, you

  5    could clarify quickly.  In your presentation you had said

  6    that there would be additional NEPA processes for the next

  7    stages of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act process,

  8    and you specifically referred to the exploration plan.

  9              In the past, BOEMRE, MMS, the selected NEPA

 10    procedure was an environmental assessment followed by a

 11    finding of no significant impact.  And also the public

 12    comment period is somewhat limited in part because of the

 13    30-day time limit in OCSLA.  So I was hoping, given that

 14    you mentioned that in your presentation, that you could

 15    follow up on that and lay out maybe the differences that

 16    BOEMRE sees in the input process for right now versus the

 17    exploration plan stage.

 18                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  Is that fine?

 19    I'll take the time now.  Yes.  At the lease sale stage, we

 20    do an environmental impact statement.  And the purpose of

 21    that environmental impact statement is that we do tier, as

 22    far as the National Environmental Policy Act says, that we

 23    can use that document in the later process.

 24              So with an exploration plan, if we do get an

 25    exploration plan, the NEPA that we use to start out with
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  1    is an environmental assessment.  That's what we do first.

  2    And at that point in time we determine whether or not, in

  3    that NEPA review of the environmental assessment, is there

  4    any significant effects that we have not already addressed

  5    in the environmental impact statement.

  6              If we have addressed them in the environmental

  7    impact statement, then what we do is what they call a

  8    finding of no new significant impacts because they have

  9    been addressed in the bigger environmental document.  So

 10    if we had -- if we find that there are significant effects

 11    that we did not address, then what we would do is -- then

 12    we would go to an environmental impact statement on the

 13    exploration.

 14              So it's a tiered process with NEPA because NEPA

 15    you do the lowest -- not the lowest, but you do an

 16    environmental assessment, and that assesses whether or not

 17    you had -- if there is a need to do an environmental

 18    impact statement.  And like Emma said, when we deem an

 19    exploration plan submitted -- so a company submits their

 20    exploration plan.  We look at it internally, make sure

 21    they have all the information that's required by the

 22    regulations, and then we deem it submitted.

 23              Once that's deemed submitted, there is a very

 24    short public time frame that we send it out because the

 25    law requires us to either approve it or disapprove it
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  1    within 30 days.  So we have a real short time frame to

  2    address that exploration plan.  So that is why the public

  3    comment period is -- it's usually, you know, a short

  4    period of time.

  5              We do put out a notice to prepare environmental

  6    assessment with the exploration plan because the

  7    exploration plan goes out to stakeholders to review.  We

  8    do do a notice of preparation of environmental assessment.

  9    That's the opportunity for individuals and stakeholders to

 10    come and provide comments to us.  We do not have the

 11    environmental assessment out for public review.  So the

 12    time for the public to get their concerns addressed is

 13    when we issue that notice of -- a notice to prepare an

 14    environmental assessment.  That's the cue to provide us

 15    your concerns so that they can be considered when we do

 16    the environmental assessment.  Does that answer that.

 17                    MS. EMMA POKON:  So there is a possibility

 18    at the exploration plan stage that if the agency finds

 19    that there were potential impacts that weren't considered

 20    at the lease sale stage, that there would be a full EIS

 21    rather than just an EA.  How would that work into the

 22    30-day time limit?

 23                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Good question.  We

 24    haven't -- I haven't been there where we had faced that

 25    where all the -- and it's just not impacts.  It has to be
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  1    significant impacts.  So I haven't -- I don't have that

  2    experience on how that would be figured in, so I can't

  3    answer that, Emma.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have to work with the

  5    attorneys on that.

  6                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Attorneys and

  7    everything else on how to work that into the bigger

  8    picture.

  9                    MS. EMMA POKON:  And I guess another

 10    follow-up question is, I guess, if you are tiering from

 11    the lease sale EIS, when you are looking at the

 12    exploration plans, does that make, then, people's thoughts

 13    or comments about possible exploration plans relevant at

 14    the lease sale stage because of the tiering process?

 15                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We do look at the

 16    scenarios that we have in the final EIS.  I mean, we do

 17    look at what the -- how many explorations, what the

 18    resource and development would be in the area.  So yeah,

 19    so if people have comments -- not only would we take them

 20    at that point in time, but we would also take them at the

 21    exploration time.

 22              But the approval of the exploration plan is

 23    dependent on the environmental review, both, you know,

 24    if -- whether or not it's addressed in the EIS that we did

 25    prior to it, and then in the document that we are doing
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  1    specifically for the exploration plan.  Because the lease

  2    sale EIS is very broad.  It doesn't have specifics of

  3    where somebody is going to drill.  So when we get an

  4    exploration plan, that's where we have specific -- where

  5    they are actually going to go out and drill, where the

  6    well is going to be.  So there is additional information

  7    there for us to do our NEPA on it we don't have at the

  8    lease sale stage.

  9              So it's taking -- it's going from a very large

 10    program, like from the five-year to the lease sale to the

 11    exploration plan.  So you are getting finite down to where

 12    you are actually talking about.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Let's go back here.

 14                    MR. ELI NUKIAPIGAK:  Hello.  I'm Eli.  I'm

 15    a whaling captain from Nuiqsut.  I just got through

 16    hosting a whaling feed for my people in the Village of

 17    Nuiqsut.  I'm on the other side in the Beaufort Sea from

 18    the Chukchi just around the corner from us.  It's all the

 19    same Arctic Ocean to me.  Whether it's the Beaufort or

 20    Chukchi, it's all Arctic Ocean to me.

 21              That's the people of the whole North Slope's

 22    garden.  That's where we hunt and gather food in a short

 23    period of time, especially in the summertime when

 24    migration of all different marine mammals that come to our

 25    area.  Some might be lucky to get some, some won't because
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  1    the climate change is right now.  They're talking about

  2    climate change right now.  It's already started.  Our

  3    river, Colville River, is now two weeks ahead of time.

  4    That's how changing in our river now in Nuiqsut.

  5              The first (Inupiaq) come around, start to come

  6    at least one or two weeks earlier.  That's the changing of

  7    the migrations, the animals and the land and sea that we

  8    depend on.

  9              What kind of assurance are you giving me as a

 10    subsistence hunter if that full-blown exploration and

 11    full-blown barges that will come to our garden and to all

 12    the marine mammals that we depend on from one coast all

 13    the way up to Canadian border?  What kind of federal

 14    assurance are you going to give me if something of mass

 15    destruction happens like just happened in Gulf of Mexico?

 16    What kind of assurance are you going to give me if the

 17    marine mammals or the food chain die-off happen?  What

 18    will happen that you --

 19              The traditional knowledge of our Elders are

 20    passing away real fast, and yet there is no -- the

 21    scientific of the federal government and the Inupiat

 22    scientists need to work together to address the need of

 23    what -- most and do it right and compromise to help one

 24    another so we will have our food on our table once we

 25    start, because I have experience in the Beaufort Sea
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  1    Native ice.  We lost three boats, and I was one of the

  2    boats that was lost because of boom project.  Shell, they

  3    do the same thing.  Twenty years ago, it's the same thing.

  4    Now he's back there doing it -- what will happen now?

  5    What kind of assurance does Shell have for our people if

  6    something like mass destruction happens.

  7              Thank you.

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

  9                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  My name is George

 10    Edwardson.  I'm one of the councilmen for Inupiat

 11    Community of the Arctic Slope.  And to continue where Eli

 12    just left, when an animal, bearded seal, polar bear,

 13    whale, beluga, when Point Hope misses it, then it

 14    continues up to the east and Point Lay has a chance to go

 15    after the same animals.  And if they miss it, it continues

 16    over.  Wainwright then has a chance to attempt to catch

 17    that -- harvest that for their family.  And it continues

 18    right on into Canada.

 19              This is the migration routes of the seals we

 20    hunt, walrus, the whales, polar bear.  These are the

 21    animals we depend on.

 22              And when you look at the Chukchi, you have to

 23    look at it from this perspective.  You mentioned VLOS,

 24    very large oil spill.  Okay.  Let's look at a very large

 25    oil spill.
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  1              Before we do that, let's look at what happens to

  2    oil when it hits the Arctic Ocean.  We had a sample of

  3    that in the mid 1940s when one of the Liberty ships

  4    building the DEW lines ran aground and was about to be

  5    destroyed by the waves and the only way they saved that

  6    Liberty ship at Lonely was to off-load its fuel, its

  7    bunker oil.  And then it killed the whole Admiralty Bay,

  8    the lagoons, you know, going to the west from Lonely.  It

  9    killed the whole ecosystem right there.

 10              And then when the storm subsided, the oil that

 11    was up in the high grounds, 50 years later a storm of the

 12    same caliber hit again, and that bunker oil started

 13    killing again.  See, the problem with oil in the Arctic

 14    Ocean is the Arctic Ocean is cold, very cold in

 15    temperature.  The light ends of the crude oil does not go

 16    into vapor like it does in the Gulf of Mexico; the light

 17    ends will, you know, disappear.  In the Arctic they don't.

 18              And just to show you how effective that cold is,

 19    cold weather is, driftwood that's been sitting on the

 20    beaches for over 100 years, the outside might be rotting,

 21    but when you cut the wood inside, oil -- the sap actually

 22    starts to flow again.  That's how well the cold preserves

 23    oil, whether it be tree sap or crude oil.  And that's, you

 24    know, that kind of danger we have to watch.

 25              And when you look at the Arctic Circle -- you
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  1    see my son-in-law right there with his mike, he's the

  2    North Pole, and all the way around is the way the currents

  3    flow.  And then a piece of ice sitting here in front of me

  4    will go all the way around and come back at me in ten

  5    years later and another ten years it will come back again

  6    if it doesn't flow south between down in the north sea

  7    flowing south.  That piece of ice don't go in that

  8    direction.  It continues in a circle.  It keeps coming

  9    back to me every ten years.

 10              Now, if you put a pollutant inside the water,

 11    and a very large one, there it is.  It's going all the way

 12    around in a circle.  It comes back at me every ten years.

 13    And you saw what happened 50 years later with bunker oil.

 14              And looking at that VOL, when you put it in

 15    between Siberia and Alaska, in summertime the currents

 16    flow north.  In springtime -- in springtime that's when

 17    the salmon fingerlings hit the ocean and the currents take

 18    them up in the north.  And looking at a map Oceania had

 19    made of the temperature gradients up to 168 miles from the

 20    shore going north from Alaska and from Siberia and over

 21    160 miles past Wrangell Island north of Siberia, the

 22    temperature in this whole area was ideal temperatures for

 23    the fingerlings to be in.

 24              And those of us that played in that ocean out

 25    there in our younger days when we get over 100 miles out,
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  1    we will run into schools of salmon; sometimes salmon,

  2    sometimes other fish, more than one species of salmon in

  3    one big school.  And I learned the dimensions from the --

  4    from the Naval Arctic Research Laboratories' aerial photos

  5    of these schools of fish.  There was one school of fish

  6    eight miles wide and 28 miles long, and these were all

  7    juvenile salmon.

  8              Just to show you how thick that school is, one

  9    of my uncles one time drove his boat into it and could

 10    only get about one-fourth of the way in, nine miles out

 11    straight out in the ocean in the middle of summer, he

 12    stepped out of his boat into the ocean, and he never went

 13    halfway up to his knees walking on top of a school of

 14    fish.

 15              This is that fish that is in the Arctic that

 16    goes to the Arctic when the currents in the -- when the

 17    Bering Sea froze north in summer.  This is the fingerlings

 18    that went there.  And when they mature, they flow south,

 19    start to go back into their rivers where they originated

 20    from.

 21              A few years back, the Yukon River did not get

 22    its fish.  And that was the same summer, that same spring

 23    that the seismic was done in the Chukchi.  And the salmon

 24    that was supposed to have been going to the rivers south

 25    of the Arctic Circle scattered all across the North Slope
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  1    and started going into our rivers up here that normally do

  2    not get the large masses of salmon.  They all were -- the

  3    migration of the fish had been changed by the seismic.

  4              And just to show you how powerful that seismic

  5    was, when they were doing the seismic in the Chukchi in

  6    the open water meetings in Anchorage, we learned that

  7    seismic being done in Banks Island in Canada had to shut

  8    down because the background noise from the Chukchi was so

  9    loud they could not do their seismic, do their readings in

 10    Canada.  That's over 400 miles.  What is it doing going

 11    straight out in the ocean or further to the west?

 12              These have to be considered.  These have never

 13    been looked at.  But that salmon, when it does go into the

 14    ocean, the currents do take it up north, and they come up

 15    north with their food.  And then when belugas start

 16    migrating, when the seals start migrating, polar bears,

 17    this -- that big school mass is their food.  And this

 18    usually goes from Peard Bay 50 miles to the west of us to

 19    over 160 miles past Wrangell Island up to 200 miles wide.

 20              The temperature says this is where that salmon

 21    stock is.  That's their nursery right in the middle of

 22    what you what you are calling the Chukchi lease sale area.

 23              Now, that mass of school, that big mass of

 24    salmon in end of the '70s and the early part of the '80s,

 25    there was an international organization conducted in
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  1    Seward, Alaska.  They called it the Bering Sea Synthesis.

  2    And in that synthesis, there were 13 nations that dealt

  3    with the Arctic Ocean.  And they were explaining, you

  4    know, what happens and what happens in the ocean and these

  5    schools of fish and the currents that occurred.  Right

  6    there they showed the Bering Sea as one-third of the

  7    world's fish stock.

  8              Let's take a look at all the fish on the whole

  9    planet earth and give it a factor of one.  Okay.  Just

 10    because it's fish, we will call it one.  And then when you

 11    look at -- start looking at these school masses, the

 12    Bering Sea, you are looking at one-third of the world's

 13    stock right there.  Then you start looking at the world,

 14    start looking around.  We end up with the Pacific fire

 15    rim.  The population has gotten so big they have eaten

 16    that fish stock up.  That fish is not -- can't barely

 17    reproduce itself.  That's another third of the world's

 18    fish.

 19              And then let's start looking at the planet some

 20    more, and then over there in the North Sea, there is

 21    another third of the world's fish.  That one right there,

 22    about three years ago I went to Norway for an

 23    international organization on the Arctic Ocean and found

 24    out there was an agreement between Russia and Norway.

 25              When one country fished in the North Sea, the
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  1    other country did not fish because they understood if they

  2    both -- if both countries fished, they would destroy that

  3    third of the world's fish.  So today when Norway fishes

  4    one area in the North Sea, Russians do not fish.  The

  5    following year the Russians go out.  That's the only way

  6    they can preserve the next third of the world's fish.

  7              Okay.  Now, we are looking at all the world's

  8    fish:  North Sea, the Bering Sea, and the Pacific Rim.

  9    Two-thirds of them are damaged.  One-third is dead.  And

 10    in -- in the North Sea, the salmon is no longer

 11    harvestable because it's been overfished.  But the bottom

 12    fish are being negotiated on by these two big major

 13    countries.  Now, the last third of the world's fish is the

 14    salmon and its nursery is the Chukchi.  Your

 15    responsibility is to make sure not just the lease sales,

 16    but what the ground -- what the ocean feeds people.

 17              We are looking at the last third of the world's

 18    fish.  Are you going to let it be destroyed so a couple of

 19    companies can profit?  I mean, this is something you have

 20    to seriously look at when you look at the Arctic Ocean.

 21              I could talk all night, but I'll give somebody a

 22    chance to say something.  And everything I gave you has

 23    come in -- I've learned from the United States through the

 24    Navel Arctic Research Studies or international

 25    organizations, you know, conferences conducted.  The
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  1    numbers I'm talking about are the United States' and other

  2    major nations' numbers.  And all I'm doing is reminding

  3    you of them.

  4              And my problem is I've lived here, and the

  5    ocean, the animals in the ocean, and my relatives that

  6    live up here, we have a very serious problem, and we --

  7    that is, we cannot live up here without the food from our

  8    ocean.  We are stuck with that food.  You can't bring me

  9    beef and then make me live here and be healthy.  I can't.

 10    It will not happen.  I need that fat from that animal that

 11    lives in the ocean.  So this --

 12              I need your help.  We all need your help.  So

 13    together we can protect the last third of the world's

 14    fish.  And it's not oil that's going to feed us.  It might

 15    make us travel faster or a little bit longer, but it's not

 16    going to keep us alive.  And when you are looking at the

 17    last third of the world's fish, which also feeds, you

 18    know, the seals I eat, the belugas, the bears, the animals

 19    I named, that's what I need.  I need their fat.  And they

 20    get their fat from the salmon fingerlings.

 21              And two years ago, NOAA had done some studies on

 22    the coast, and they found our coast filled with salmon

 23    fingerlings, the fish I was saying that migrated north

 24    following the currents.  I mean, you are looking at this

 25    information.  It's not something new.  It's something we
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  1    have all been watching throughout our whole history as a

  2    people.

  3              There is very few of us up here that live up

  4    here that depend on this up here.  We want to stay longer.

  5    We need our kids to live here after us.  They have to be

  6    here.  And the only way they can do it is to make you, the

  7    government, understand.  We know legally you can't go

  8    selling something that don't belong to you.

  9              At the UN, we have also come to understand when

 10    the United States says they are going to do something in

 11    the Arctic, they always remind the world we are under

 12    their custodial care.  You are taking care of us,

 13    therefore, you can talk about the ocean.  The United

 14    States has not signed the law of the high seas.

 15    Technically speaking, the Arctic Ocean is not yours, it's

 16    mine, the people that live here.  And I am not ready to

 17    have my home destroyed.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.

 19    James.

 20                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  Thank you.  My name

 21    is James Patkotak.  I grew up here in Barrow, Alaska.  I

 22    learned how to hunt from the ocean.  Like George said,

 23    that's our garden out there, and I learned at a very young

 24    age hunting oogruk, seal and the whale out there.  Now

 25    oil industry comes up here and decides to look for oil out
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  1    in the ocean.  Why don't the oil industries stay on land.

  2              Here is one concern that had been brought out by

  3    the Minerals Management Service before BOEMRE came -- came

  4    to be.  I remember hearing a concern by one of the -- one

  5    of our leaders way back then.  In case of a very large oil

  6    spill, will the people be provided with food, White Man

  7    food?  Will we -- will we be provided with necessary food

  8    for our table, our children.

  9              Now, there are about 10,000 Inupiats on the

 10    North Slope alone, maybe more.  Now, will the federal

 11    government be able to provide us with food each and every

 12    day because we won't be able to eat muktuk, eat the seal

 13    we like, the oogruk?  They are nourishing to our bodies,

 14    very nourishing.  I myself, even after I have a hamburger

 15    and French fries, I'm still yearning to eat some more

 16    because it doesn't fill me up.  The White Man food don't

 17    fill me up as well as our Inupiat food does.  So that's

 18    been my concern, and also it is a concern of many people

 19    on the Slope.

 20              Now, will that -- is that -- the EIS -- the EIS,

 21    does that -- is it still in there, that concern that has

 22    been brought out a while back when this used to be MMS?

 23    I'm wondering about that.  Look into that, and if you are

 24    going to do the supplemental EIS, check it out.  Make sure

 25    it will still stand.  That's all I have.  Thank you.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, James.  Now,

  2    I'm going to walk around here and pass the microphone back

  3    to Doreen, and she can start the cycle again.  Doreen, you

  4    can pass it on if you choose, or add to what you have

  5    already said.  Make sure everybody has a chance.

  6                    MS. DOREEN LAMPE:  Thank you, Jim.  Doreen

  7    Lampe, for the record.  I'm glad to see that there is

  8    finally a provision regarding a scenario for a very large

  9    oil spill.  Every time there is a presentation given in

 10    the past, the presentation usually ends with we don't plan

 11    for the event of a very large oil spill because we plan on

 12    prevention.  Prevention of an oil spill is our plan.  And

 13    that was such a sorry statement if I ever heard one by an

 14    oil company.  And I'm very glad to see that the federal

 15    government has learned something from the BP Gulf of

 16    Mexico oil spill.

 17              I don't know how many of you are on Facebook,

 18    but I just got technologically challenged with Facebook,

 19    and I read a comment on a Facebook that said if there was

 20    a very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea, our housing

 21    situation up here is so sorry, so bad for our own people,

 22    how are we going to house 30,000 employees that are needed

 23    to come up here to clean up the oil spill?  That's how

 24    sorry our housing is in the Arctic.  We don't have no

 25    trees.
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  1              So I'm glad to see that the federal government

  2    finally, after 30 years, implemented a scenario in the EIS

  3    for a very large oil spill.  And I hope that it's taken

  4    into consideration very seriously because we have been

  5    trying to say over and over and over the oil companies

  6    cannot clean up a very large oil spill in the Arctic.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Doreen.

  8                    MS. LEANDRA DE SOUSA:  I have a question.

  9    Can you hear me?  Leandra, North Slope Borough, Department

 10    of Wildlife Management.  But I'm speaking on behalf of

 11    myself.  And I have a question about the very large oil

 12    spill.  And what -- so what happens?  A lot of the

 13    conclusions confirm that it would be huge negative impacts

 14    to the environment and to the Inupiat people if there is a

 15    very large oil spill, so that's out.  That's going to go

 16    back to the courts.  What's the judge's decision on that?

 17    Is there a scenario?

 18                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  It will go -- this

 19    document will be used by the Secretary of the Interior to

 20    make his decision so, you know, I don't know what the

 21    decision will be of the Secretary of the Interior.  But he

 22    will have all the information before him.  And that's why

 23    we want your concerns and your positions on there so that

 24    we can articulate that in our document to the Secretary so

 25    he has all the information before him before he makes his
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  1    decision.

  2                    MR. BEN GREENE:  All right.  I will talk.

  3    My name is Ben Greene.  I work for the North Slope Borough

  4    Planning Department, but like my cohorts here, I have not

  5    vetted anything through the mayor's office, so I will be

  6    speaking as a private citizen.  I'm going to follow up on

  7    some dialogue that Emma had.  And I really appreciate the

  8    answers to the questions and the questions that have to do

  9    with significant thresholds for NEPA analysis, when to

 10    perform an EIS versus an EA.

 11              And this question might sound familiar because

 12    it's the same question I asked last time that you were up

 13    here in Barrow.  And it has to do with, was it the March

 14    2010 GAO report having to do with significant thresholds

 15    and MMS' -- the agency once known as MMS -- implementation

 16    of NEPA.  MMS responded to that GAO report policy to come

 17    up with a guidance document.  I think it was originally

 18    due December 2010.  And of course, in the meantime, the

 19    Deepwater Horizon occurred.

 20              Jim, I think when you were up, you stated at the

 21    time that that guidance document talking about NEPA

 22    thresholds, talking about significant thresholds was

 23    imminent.  Is it still imminent?

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm not up to speed on

 25    it right this second, but my understanding is that it's
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  1    still moving forward.  There are a lot of people working

  2    on it every day to make sure it lives up to what is

  3    expected.  You know, it's something we are taking very,

  4    very seriously.  As I say, I haven't seen the latest

  5    report on it, internal report, that is; but I know people

  6    are working diligently to make it happen and to get it on

  7    the Web.  Does anyone know anything?

  8              I'm sorry.  We can always get back with you, but

  9    we didn't come prepared to answer that question, other

 10    than the fact that I have heard people talk about it and

 11    people were pushing on it as hard as they can.

 12                    MR. BEN GREENE:  Okay.  Good.  Thank you

 13    very much.  I appreciate the update.

 14                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Hi again.  George

 15    Edwardson.  What I didn't do is tell you about my

 16    education and where I have worked in the past.  1968 I

 17    captained the very first cleanup boat that ever came to

 18    the State of Alaska.  I had to change the system so it

 19    would work to pick up the oil in the water.  And it only

 20    picked up the heavy ends that floated to the top.  The

 21    light ends, like the gasoline and the diesel and the crude

 22    oil and the natural gases from the cold weather, that

 23    don't go -- evaporate up in the air, that remained in

 24    solution, but the cleanup boat I had captained was for Pan

 25    American Petroleum in the Cook Inlet in 1968.
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  1              In my college education, I'm a geologist.  I'm a

  2    mining and petroleum technician, and I'm also a certified

  3    gas field operator with over 17 years of running a gas

  4    field and having worked at Prudhoe Bay from the beginning

  5    during the exploration.  So I do know the industry and

  6    what it does and how it operates.

  7              And when you look at my education, it's more

  8    than most in the oil industry.  I took that education to

  9    find a way to try to find a way to protect my home.  And I

 10    had worked for the -- our corporation, made an engineering

 11    firm for them, and was in the process of going after the

 12    offshore development.  Then I asked the board, if it's not

 13    safe, what do I do?  They told me, if it's not safe, find

 14    a way to stop it and we will be right behind you.  And

 15    this is 1977.

 16              And now we are in 2011, and the knowledge the

 17    industry has and the direction they are going has not

 18    changed one bit.

 19              They claim they study, but where is it?  We

 20    don't see it.  I haven't seen it.  Like I said, I have the

 21    degrees from the universities that says I'm an oil man.

 22    And when you look at VOL, very large oil spill, we all

 23    have a slight understanding of the Arctic gyro, how the

 24    Arctic Ocean goes around in a circle.

 25              One year I came up on one of the barrier
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  1    islands, and there was a couple of people studying the

  2    birds that were living on the island in summertime.  They

  3    had a drift card, and it was from a university in the

  4    northerneastern end of Australia.  He showed me the drift

  5    card he picked up from the barrier islands.  That's less

  6    than 30 miles to the east of Barrow.  And then he asked me

  7    how did this get there.  I just happened to have a copy of

  8    National Geographic on the ocean's currents, and I showed

  9    him how it traveled.

 10              It was south of the south -- South America, went

 11    on the west side of Africa, went north, west side of

 12    Europe north, and then it got in in the North Sea and then

 13    made the trip all the way around until it got to the

 14    barrier island where it landed.  And that drift card had a

 15    four-year date on it.

 16              And the Gulf of Mexico, we all worry about that.

 17    I'm expecting to see that oil to the east of Barrow in not

 18    too far in the future.  The way that drift card was

 19    traveling tells me.

 20              And like I said, our Arctic Ocean is cold, so

 21    the diesel and the gasoline don't evaporate out of it.  So

 22    it comes back to me every ten years.  And then there is

 23    that big nursery between Siberia and Alaska.  Every time

 24    it comes around, it's going to hit that.  And that's the

 25    world's fisheries everybody better be worried about.  My
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  1    worries are the whales and the seals.  The salmon is your

  2    food.  I hope we all understand each other.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.

  4    James.

  5                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  What's -- what's

  6    the -- what are the Feds going to do once the oil come up

  7    to -- come up to the Arctic that does spill down in the

  8    Gulf of Mexico?  Who is going to clean it up once it gets

  9    up here?  Once there is ice out on our ocean, what are the

 10    Feds going to do?  Do you have a plan?  Does the Feds have

 11    a plan for that?  I'm starting to wonder now.

 12              Now, once the lease sales happen and the oil

 13    industry goes and buy a spot where they are going to

 14    drill, now, will the oil industry keep their word in

 15    hiring locals to be out there drilling with them or are

 16    they going to say the heck with them, the Natives, saying

 17    we are going to drill.  We don't care what they say.  I

 18    mean, what -- that's the -- that's a question that often

 19    people ask, you know.  What's going to happen?  You know,

 20    that's a big question.  Thank you.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good questions.  Mike,

 22    if you could walk over to this side of the room.  Again,

 23    this is a technique we tried in Kotzebue, and we just kept

 24    going around until everyone was comfortable that they all

 25    had their say.  We don't want anybody to leave the room
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  1    and feel that they got missed or left out.  George.

  2                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I told them I could

  3    talk all night if you were willing to listen to me.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we have got lots of

  5    coffee and goodies.

  6                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Okay.  We are

  7    talking oil and gas.  We are talking about the Arctic.

  8    And you have seen the gyro of the ocean.  You see what oil

  9    does when it hits, you know, the cold water.  The light

 10    ends do not evaporate like they do in the Gulf.  That's

 11    understood.

 12              Now, another aspect, we have not touched all the

 13    geological and information, biological data you have

 14    collected, you know, since the lease sale are now

 15    obsolete.  You can't use those anymore because of today's

 16    term everybody is using global warming.  The Arctic Ocean

 17    had been under a sheet of ice for the last 28- to 32,000

 18    years.  That ecosystem had stabilized itself living in the

 19    cold water.

 20              Now the ice is almost all gone and that

 21    family -- that family, that ecosystem now is going through

 22    a cultural shock.  I call it a cultural shock because the

 23    ice is no longer there covering it.  And they had -- the

 24    microorganisms that live in the ocean have adapted to the

 25    cold.
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  1              Now the heat is hitting them, and on top of it

  2    we have this seismic noise, we have this drilling noise.

  3    Seismic that when they send off a seismic boom, the ships

  4    are falling apart in between their seismic work.  They are

  5    rewelding the ships over and over.

  6              And I'm listening to this from the people that

  7    work on the ships.  Our marine mammal observers come and

  8    tell me when they get off from the boats that in between

  9    the seismic works, the welders are busy keeping the ship

 10    together.

 11              Now, this is supposed to be a harmless boom.

 12    And when steel can come apart from the seismic, there is

 13    something drastic going on in there someone is not

 14    bringing out.  And the government is not willing to stick

 15    its nose in there to see if it's really for real, even

 16    though the other agencies bring out the point that when

 17    the seismic boom is set off in the Chukchi, Banks Island

 18    in Canada 400 miles to the east cannot do their seismic

 19    work because of the background noise.

 20              Now, what's happening to all the animals in

 21    between?  If I shoot a Steller's eider or one of those

 22    endangered birds, I'd go to jail for ten years right now.

 23    You will not hesitate to lock me up, the Feds won't.  What

 24    happens to the industry when they destroy whole flocks of

 25    them like that?  I mean, there is some heavy-duty
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  1    discrimination going onto me as a subsistence hunter

  2    versus, you know, the industry who can make a few dollars

  3    for the State and the federal government just because they

  4    are willing to pay the State and Feds some money.  It's

  5    okay to do that kind of damage?

  6              The snow geese that used to be in the barrier

  7    islands when Prudhoe Bay first started to be developed

  8    disappeared from Alaska.  In 2000 I was in Alberta in Fort

  9    McMurray checking out a gas field operating school over

 10    there, and while I was there, the Canadian, you know,

 11    wildlife was trying to figure out where all these snow

 12    geese came from, and they had already destroyed the

 13    summering place of the snow geese, the Canada snow geese

 14    because the population had exploded.  Did anybody get

 15    fined for that?  Not a single individual or company.

 16              And the snow goose is a very shy animal, and it

 17    don't like to stay around people and noise.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Again, we are going to

 19    continue to go around until somebody does not take the

 20    microphone.  Making sure everybody gets a fair shake.

 21    James is not going to disappoint me.

 22                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  I feel this is a very

 23    important gathering for our people.  This is our lives

 24    that the oil industry -- it's our livelihood.  You know,

 25    it's very important that we express our -- express our
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  1    feelings for our Inupiat people.

  2              And I've heard so much negative stuff come out

  3    of our local people here regarding the oil industry when

  4    they are working out in Prudhoe Bay.  When they are out in

  5    the ocean, they got these negative reports back to us when

  6    we gather in our own little circles now and then.  People

  7    talk about the oil industry, how the Inupiats are being

  8    treated by the oil industry.

  9              Now, hopefully, with the industry out in our

 10    garden, hopefully our local people get trained to be

 11    captains of these drilling ships to keep their ears and

 12    eyes out for our local people.  Be top dogs in our -- in

 13    the oil industry -- one great day, huh?  I hope our

 14    Inupiat people get to that point and get even more

 15    serious, more serious than we are now.

 16              With that, I'm going to close.  Thank you.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, James.

 18    Anybody else wishes to speak?

 19                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Let's finish off.

 20    Okay.  Let me finish it off.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  George.

 22                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  When Trans-Alaska

 23    Pipeline was in the process of being built and the EIS was

 24    conducted and in that EIS the U.S. federal government

 25    guaranteed one major spill in its transportation system,
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  1    and it came about 20 years after it had been flowing.  And

  2    that was the Exxon Valdez.  Now, we were guaranteed that

  3    spill when the pipeline was in the process of being built.

  4    That was a guarantee given and, sure enough, the federal

  5    government kept their promise.  They had Exxon Valdez.

  6              And then when they done -- in the '80s when they

  7    first attempted to do their offshore drilling up here in

  8    the Chukchi when the first EIS came, we were guaranteed

  9    one and one-third major oil spill.  Exxon Valdez said you

 10    keep your word.  Now you guarantee me a one-and-one-third

 11    major spill.  You have killed the ocean with a one-third

 12    spill.  Your whole major spill had guaranteed that it

 13    can't stand back up again.

 14              Now, this is what I'm looking at when I look at

 15    the United States and its promises and its EIS.  You give

 16    us an EIS right here, which we saw for the first time

 17    today, and we are supposed to be sitting here commenting

 18    on that.  And when you look at us throughout the whole

 19    North Slope, I don't think there is even two handfuls of

 20    people that can read those books and understand what it's

 21    saying because we are a subsistence people.

 22              What are we going to do?  Do we have to secede

 23    or what in order to stay alive?  We are Americans, just

 24    like you are.  I have a right to live like the way I want

 25    to live, and my parents, going on back, they tell us we
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  1    have lived here on this piece of land -- this is the

  2    seventh Ice Age we are coming out of, according to the old

  3    stories we have.  Is this going to be my last ice age?

  4    What gives?

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.

  6                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  One more thing.  I

  7    wonder if -- I wonder how the oil industry would think and

  8    I wonder how the White Man would think if we decide to

  9    give them an EIS.  I mean, I'll give you an environmental

 10    impact statement because you are coming up to our land

 11    here.  I'm -- we are going to require you to fill out an

 12    EIS for us.  I wonder how it would turn out.  That's all.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, James.

 14    Anyone else?  I may have to close the meeting a tiny bit

 15    early.

 16                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  I think we got the

 17    message through, didn't we?

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  George, I think you got

 19    the message through.  Thank you.  If there are no -- any

 20    other -- aha.  We were going to close, but if we have

 21    another person who would like to speak --

 22                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Yes, we would love

 23    to speak.

 24                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Sorry.  I was going to

 25    drop by and see if anybody was still here.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are still here.

  2    There is time to make a comment, if you would like.

  3                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Okay.  Sure.

  4                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Just say it from

  5    the heart and let them have it.

  6                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Okay.  Sure.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You can have a seat.

  8    Have a seat and get comfortable.

  9                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  I'd prefer to stand.

 10    Thank you.  So I'm Qaiyaan Opie.  I am the natural

 11    resources director for ICAS.  This is my one-year-old

 12    daughter.  Couldn't find a sitter.  Was just stopping by

 13    here to make sure if anyone was here.  I thought it might

 14    have been over, but I'm glad I caught the tail end of it.

 15              I know we met earlier today, and I got quite

 16    a -- quite a bit, a lot of information regarding the Lease

 17    Sale 193.  And I did want to comment that since I have

 18    been working for ICAS, which has been since about the tail

 19    end of November, just last year, so for about six months

 20    now, I was really pleased and very refreshed to see the

 21    outlay of the presentation.

 22              And as I stated earlier with the first question

 23    on the board being what are we here for, is a great step

 24    in taking that level of communication to these public open

 25    meetings to a different level where people do feel more
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  1    comfortable knowing that they are a part of the comments

  2    being made and knowing exactly what the presentation

  3    encompasses in that sense.  So I really appreciate that.

  4    Thank you.

  5              I also did want to comment that I know BOEMRE at

  6    this point is kind of going above and beyond what the

  7    judge mandates in this sense in going beyond to take the

  8    extra effort to come and have the community and our

  9    agencies involved.  So thank you very much.

 10              And we do have some comments, and this is on

 11    behalf of ICAS here.  And I'll just kind of read verbatim

 12    here since I don't really have much to say personally at

 13    this moment.  I didn't quite catch the full conversation

 14    here.

 15              So first of all, we do thank you for updating

 16    the previous supplemental EIS from last fall.  While the

 17    EIS is much improved, ICAS still does have many concerns

 18    about the analysis and whether the lease sale should move

 19    forward.

 20              Our first point here is the baseline information

 21    and that ICAS, it's been pretty well known that we, as

 22    well as a lot of agencies, have long advocated that the

 23    government must have baseline information about the area

 24    of OCS before authorizing work there.  The EIS and the

 25    recent USGS report both demonstrate that critical
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  1    information is missing.  And we ask that the government

  2    ensure it has more information about the Chukchi and the

  3    important natural resources before deciding where to sell

  4    offshore oil and gas leases in this area.

  5              Number two regarding oil spill, we appreciate

  6    the updated information on a very large oil spill, VLOS --

  7    adding to the list of acronyms that I'm becoming

  8    accustomed to -- that is included in the EIS.  This

  9    analysis shows the very far reaching and devastating

 10    impact of a spill in the Chukchi, but does not answer our

 11    questions, which are:  Are the oil and gas companies

 12    capable of cleaning up a spill in Arctic waters with ice,

 13    hurricane force winds, darkness, and other challenging

 14    conditions?  Should they be allowed to explore if they

 15    have not shown that they are capable of a cleanup.

 16              The next question:  Will oil and gas companies

 17    have to be able to drill same season relief wells?  Also,

 18    what will the response time be for such a spill with the

 19    nearest Coast Guard office over a thousand miles away?

 20    And will the Coast Guard have ice breakers and other

 21    vessels to be able to assist in cleaning up a spill?  And

 22    what will the oil and gas companies and the government do

 23    if subsistence resources are not available for Chukchi

 24    villages who cannot afford to live off of store-bought

 25    foods.
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  1              Lastly, here is climate change.  Comparing the

  2    impacts to our climate from the lease sale to a worldwide

  3    baseline is not appropriate when our communities are

  4    already being impacted by climate change.  Our ice cellars

  5    here are rapidly melting like they haven't before, and our

  6    sea ice is changing.  I can very comfortably say

  7    dramatically because I recently just turned 30 and I

  8    myself consider that old, but to my community and my

  9    mentors it's fairly young.  But I know that in my life

 10    span I have been able to see this happen before my eyes.

 11    So it is very real and very here and happening very

 12    rapidly.

 13              Also we must change our subsistence activities

 14    to respond to this climate change and you must address the

 15    impacts of climate change here and not just compared to

 16    the rest of the world.  And also cumulative impacts -- the

 17    analysis of cumulative impacts must be expanded.  The

 18    definitions of past, present, and foreseeable impacts need

 19    to be expanded.  The geographic range considered needs to

 20    be broader for migratory species like the bowhead whale.

 21              Significant thresholds.  How the environmental

 22    impact statement defines significant impacts to different

 23    resources is unlawful.  You are requiring substantial

 24    violations of federal law before an impact is considered

 25    to be significant.  These definitions need to be rewritten
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  1    so that significant impacts are recognized before federal

  2    law is broken.

  3              And more alternatives and a hard look at the

  4    impacts are required.  We appreciate the inclusion of

  5    additional qualification in the EIS on bowhead whales,

  6    very large oil spills, and natural gas development.  This

  7    information has not changed the outcome.  This information

  8    has not been used to develop a reasonable range of

  9    alternatives.  This information has not been given a hard

 10    look in the analysis.  And actual analysis of a reasonable

 11    range of alternatives and a hard look at the new

 12    information is necessary before leases are sold.

 13              And these are some cumulative points that ICAS

 14    wanted to make.  So I wanted to present that.  And I'm

 15    sitting here wondering, oh, no, what if somebody was here

 16    and already and did that.  Have they?

 17                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  You did good.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No, that's fine.  Thank

 19    you.

 20                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Okay.  Yeah, so thank

 21    you very much.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 23    You were going to grab, say something.  Anyone else would

 24    like to say --

 25                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  One last time on
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  1    the Coast Guard.  She brought out the Coast Guard.  I'm

  2    glad she did.  We have two super icebreakers that the

  3    United States has, and it's only two in the Arctic.  And

  4    if you have ever watched that TV show The Deadliest Catch,

  5    the Coast Guard is working to its maximum where it's --

  6    where it takes care of our fishermen down south on the

  7    south of where we live.

  8              And every time winter begins, the first thing

  9    the Coast Guard -- the first things to leave are the Coast

 10    Guard, and we don't see them until spring.  This has been

 11    the habit of the U.S. Coast Guard.  This is not to

 12    bad-mouth them.  Those are very fine people there.  You

 13    can't ask for better people than the ones that are in

 14    there.  They leave because they cannot deal with the ice.

 15    The United States' so-called super icebreakers cannot

 16    handle the ice in winter.  They leave.  And what have you

 17    to replace and allow the industry to stay in winter when

 18    the Coast Guard can't even -- don't even have the manpower

 19    to stay?

 20              And another thing I forgot to mention earlier,

 21    we have to deal with the environmental impact statement.

 22    We have to deal with the federal government.  And our

 23    dollars we receive are to do social service dollars, and

 24    we cannot use those monies for such work as, you know, to

 25    deal with you when you come.  You need to put -- you are
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  1    taking money away from our social services funds, putting

  2    us in violation with our contract with the United States

  3    in order to attempt to protect our environment.

  4              So you, as an agency, better find some dollars

  5    for our Native villages and our regional governments so we

  6    can deal with such issues as these EISs.  Your EIS, first

  7    time we seen it today we are commenting on it.  We haven't

  8    even had time to read the first page.

  9              Now, is that how we do environmental impact

 10    statements in the U.S. now?

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, George.

 12                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Other comments?

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anyone else?  Going

 14    once, going twice --

 15                    MS. RACHEL EDWARDSON:  Could you do an

 16    introduction, have everybody introduce themselves?

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be an

 18    excellent idea.  That would be great.  My name is Jim

 19    Kendall.  I'm the Regional Director for the regional

 20    office of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,

 21    Regulation and Enforcement of the Department of Interior.

 22                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  My name is Mike

 23    Routhier.  I also work in the Alaska Region for BOEMRE,

 24    and I work as an EIS coordinator, so I help put together

 25    these documents.
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  1                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  I am Sharon Warren.

  2    I'm the program analysis officer in the Alaska Region, and

  3    on this project I'm the project manager for the SEIS for

  4    the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.

  5                    MR. CRAIG BLANCHARD:  My name is Craig

  6    Blanchard.  I work for Shell.  I'm a SIMOPS coordinator

  7    and community liaison here in Barrow.

  8                    MR. JOHN MAKETA:  My name is John Maketa.

  9    I'm a contractor for Shell.  I'm a logistics consultant,

 10    and by trade I'm a marine engineer, so I have -- I told

 11    George I did five years in the Coast Guard up here and I

 12    worked on the SIDS rig, the SDC.  I was a barge master and

 13    an engineer, and I worked for Crowley at Caco.  So I kind

 14    of spent about 20 years up here kicking around.  I'm based

 15    here in Barrow for Shell, and I can answer a lot of these

 16    questions if anybody wants to stop in the office on

 17    logistics or local hire issues, too.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Gentleman in

 19    the back there.

 20                    MR. HAL SALZMAN:  Hal Salzman, Rutgers

 21    University, just observing.

 22                    MS. EMMA POKON:  Emma Pokon from the North

 23    Slope Borough Law Department.

 24                    MR. BOB MERCIER:  Bob Mercier, North Slope

 25    Borough search and rescue pilot.
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  1                    MR. SCOTT BLACKBURN:  I'm Scott Blackburn,

  2    and I'm with the Alaska Region of BOEMRE, as well.  I'm a

  3    technical editor and writer.

  4                    MS. QAIYAAN OPIE:  Qaiyaan Opie, ICAS,

  5    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, National Resources

  6    Director.

  7                    MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON:  Again, my name is

  8    George Edwardson.  I'm one of the councilmen for Inupiat

  9    Community of the Arctic Slope.

 10                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I'm Michael Haller.  I'm

 11    the community liaison for the Bureau of Ocean Energy

 12    Management, Regulation and Enforcement for the Alaska

 13    Region.

 14                    MR. JAMES PATKOTAK:  I'm James Patkotak.

 15    I worked for ICAS as a natural resource director myself.

 16    Currently I am -- I work for KBRW radio station.  I'm a

 17    DJ.

 18                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I recognize your

 19    voice.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And with that, if there

 21    are no other comments, I would officially like to close

 22    this meeting on the public hearing for the revised

 23    supplemental EIS.  I want to thank you all for coming out.

 24    I know there is a whale celebration tomorrow.  And I'm

 25    really pleased we had some folks here because I know it's
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  1    a really important celebration tomorrow.

  2              Thank you all for coming, and your input has

  3    been invaluable.  And have a good evening.

  4               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:50 p.m.)
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