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BE IT KNOM that the aforenentioned proceedi ngs were taken
at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before
Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary
Public within and for the State of Al aska.
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS

DR JI M KENDALL: Before we do anything
else, 1'd like to start off with a blessing. And we are
honored that Wllard has agreed to give the blessing for
us tonight.

(Blessing offered by WIlard Neakok.)

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch
Wllard. Well, good evening. Welcone to the public
hearing for the Revised Draft Supplenental Environment
Environnental Inpact Statenent for 193. That is a
mout hful . I"mnot going to give you all the details on
that because we are going to have a little bit of briefing
on that so that we can start everybody off at the sane
poi nt .

Now, who are we? 1In the |ast couple of

meetings, we have had fol ks stop us al nost hal fway through
the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people
are. \ell, we are fromthe Bureau of Ccean Energy
Management, Regul ation and Enforcement. W are a federal
agency bureau within the Department of Interior. W are
the Feds. W are not the oil and gas industry and we are
not a nongovernmental organization or an NGO. Qur job is
to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Quter
Continental Shelf. W are unbiased. That's our job, to
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be unbi ased.

The whol e point of this neeting is to get
information fromthis comunity to hel p us make a certain
docunent better because that document and the materia
that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker. The
deci si onmaker is the Secretary of the Interior. He wll
make the decision. W don't nake the decision. W just
package up the information that people have to give us.

Now, ny name is JimKendall. 1'mthe regiona
director for the A aska Region of BOEMRE. Carrying that
chair over there is Mke Haller. Mke Haller is our
communi ty liaison. He helps us make contact with the
communities to make sure your information gets into the
system

Sitting down there is Sharon Warren. Sharon is
the project manager for this. She's the one that has to
make sure everything works and comes together. Sitting
next to her is Mchael Routhier. Mchael is the EIS
coordinator. He takes all the pieces and puts it together
fromthe scientists. And Scott Blackburn is over there.
He was taking nanmes. He is our technical expert and
technical editor. Hs job tois to nake sure all the
information we get froma lot of different people flows.

Al right. Now, the other person we brought
with us is extremely inportant. And that's Mary Vavrik
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Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this
informati on down. And | am breaking one of the cardina
rules. I1'mtalking too fast. |It's real inportant that
Mary gets this down. So whenever you speak, we are going
to ask that you say your nane, speak slowy and | oud
enough with the mcrophone that Mary can get it. A
right?

Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to
open it up for public conment. And we are going to do it
alittle bit differently. After we ask if any of our
El ders woul d Iike to make comments or any of the el ected
officials, we are going to keep going around the room W
are going to walk the mke around to every single person
inthe roomnultiple times so everybody has a chance to
speak. You can either pass or make a comment. But it's
going to cone around again, and you can speak again or
pass. W are going to keep doing that until everybody in
the roomfeels |ike they have said everything they need to
say for us. Ckay. We don't want anybody |eaving this
roomfeeling that their voice was not heard. Okay?

Now, with that, 1'mgoing to quit talking, which
I"mreal good at. | never shut up. And I'mgoing to pass
this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are
here.

MS. SHARON WARREN. Thank you, and thank
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you for allowng us to come into your comunity and
provide this information to you and to get the conmments
fromyou because it's very inportant.

Wiy are we here today? We're here because we
have a specific document that's back on the table. It's
the Revised Draft Supplenental Environmental |npact
Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193. And when was the
| ease sale? The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.
Ve did an environnmental inpact statement in 2007 prior to
conducting the sale. There was six conpanies that bid on
the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas. W
offered 29.3 mllion acres, and 2.8 mllion acres was
| eased. And that was in 2008. And | know today is 2011.

So here is what happened. Days before the |ease
sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the | ease sale. They
alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EISto the
Court did not address the potential environnmental inpacts
that was necessary for us to do under the National
Environnental Policy Act.

So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EI S
on nost part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns,
and he wanted those concerns addressed.

The three issues he wanted to address was, he
said the agency failed to anal yze the environnental
i npacts of natural gas devel opnent, even though there was
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industry interest in the natural gas and even though we,
in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil conpanies
that if they bid on the tract and issued and got a | ease,
that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the
oil. So the judge said you didn't | ook at the
environnmental inpact of that part of the process.

The judge also said that we failed to determne
whether the mssing information identified was relevant to
the federal regulations. Part of the litigation that we
are in, there was an exhibit that was submtted and there
was pages of quotations out of our docunent that we said
we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there
was unknowns. So when we had that, there is a regulatory
process that you must go through to assess and deterni ne

The last one is that we failed to determne
whet her the cost of obtaining the information was
exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown. So the
Court told us that we needed to go back, that we coul dn't
do anything nmore until we went back.

So what did we do in response to the court
order? W drafted a supplenental environnental inpact
statement to address the Court's concerns, and we cane out
here on the draft SEI'S back in Novenber. Sone of you may
have been at that public hearing. W cane back to take a
| ook and get your comments on the docunent. W did
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receive over 150,000 conments.
And Il turn the mke over to Mke so he can
tell you what happened next on this.

MR. M CHAEL ROUTH ER:  So as Sharon was
saying, we received over 150,000 conments on the draft
SEIS we prepared. And that's in addition to all the
public testinony we received going around to all the
villages and then down in Anchorage. Many of the coments
that we received asked the agency to anal yze what woul d
happen if sonething went horribly wong and there was a
very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea

As you all renenber, this is comng on the heels
of the Deepwater Horizon event. Everyone has seen those
images on TV. It was and is of great concern to people.
V¢, as an agency, in review ng the conments, considered
what can we do to address sone of these concerns, and we
deci ded that the best thing to do would be to prepare an
analysis of the potential environmental effects of a very
large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea

Now, the termvery large oil spill, what does
that nmean? Well, we have a great group of geologists in
our office, and we went to them and asked the question,
what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that
coul d possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.

And so they studied sone data, and they
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basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is
the worst thing that coul d happen out there theoretically.
V¢ then provided that scenario to our scientists, our
wi | dl'ife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality
experts. And they | ooked at the scenario and then wote
anal ysis on what the potential environnental effects could
be fromsuch an oil spill

It is inportant to remenber that VLS is a

hypothetical event. It's an extrene case. It's an
extrenely large spill. And it's not -- it doesn't
represent any actual well that a conpany is proposing to
drill. It's just something we are using in our NEPA

analysis to informthe decisi onmaker of the gravity of
t hese concerns.

A very large oil spill, as | just described, is
actually a bit different than another termthat you m ght
hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities
in general, that term being worst-case discharge. | bet
sone of you have probably heard that term Just as an
expl anation, the termworst case discharge is a specific
termfound in our regulations, and it's a required part of
an exploration plan.

Right now we are at the | ease sale stage. There
is acouple -- there is | eases out there, and the
Secretary eventually has to deci de whether he wants to
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reaffirmthose or cancel sone or cancel all those |eases.
W are at the |lease sale stage. |f some |eases were to be
affirmed and if an oil conpany were to down the road
submt an exploration plan, then that exploration plan
woul d include a worst-case di scharge.

The worst-case discharge cal cul ation includes a
lot nore information than the very large oil spill because
there is a specific conpany that wants to drill a specific
type of well in a specific location going out for a
specific type of oil. So a lot of the variables are
known. There is a lot nore information known. So the
numbers mght be a little different. This is just a
heads-up in case you see this other termcone up. And
it's the worst-case discharge that is used to informthe
oil spill response plan.

So in other words, when the conpany prepares and
stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they
wi |l use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.

M5. SHARON WARREN. So what do we need
fromyou today? W need to have your comments on the
Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environnental |npact
Statement. As | said, we were here in Novenber. W took
your conments. And we now have anot her docunent for you
to review.

W are looking for your conments. W are using
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regul ations.gov, and the website is here. W also have
sone handouts over there at the table on how you can
access regulations.gov. And then after the break -- yeah,
at the break that we will probably take, you can come up
and see the maps that we have up on the wall. It shows
what the -- what the area is that was the | ease sale area.
It shows what -- the alternatives, what was sone of the
areas that was |ooked at prior to the decision being nmade
on this. So again, this -- this is a decision that the
Secretary will be making.

So after this public hearing, what happens next?
VWiat happens is we will take your comments that you
provided us, and we really need them because we really
need to make sure that the document and the way we portray
subsi stence, the patterns, the mgratory patterns, is the
correct information that we have before us. And we will
take those comments that you provide to us. We wll take
the public testimony, transcripts that we also have. W
will go through those to take a |look at it to see where we
wi || make changes in the document. And so that what we
wi Il have is a final supplenental environmental inpact
statenent that will include the transcripts, wll include
our response to comments that people have provided us, and
also you wi Il know where in the docunent that changes were
made and how your conments were incorporated in the
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docunent .

Then what happens? W are under a court
deadline. W have litigation. Judge Beistline said,
fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill. It
i's beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he
said at the tine that we really didn't need to hold public
hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to
come out with this docunent again, back out to the
comunities to ask themhow did you -- do we have the
correct information in the document for the very large oi
spill. So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do
those things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary
deci sion by Cctober 3rd.

And so for us to have a decision so that the
Secretary can make the decision by Cctober 3rd, we wll
finalize the supplenental EIS, and it will be in fina
formsometine in early Septenber because it has to be out
there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be
made.

Again, this is the |ease sale. Wether -- the
Secretary can either affirmthe |ease sale on how it was
conducted in 2008 and the | eases that were issued; he can
modify it; he can cancel the |eases. He can -- everything
is onthe table with this decision.

And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four
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processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act: The five-year
program the | ease sale stage, the exploration stage, and
t he devel opnent and production stage. So the decision
that needs to be nade, even though this docunent takes a

| ook at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS
the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to
go forward with the | ease sale.

DR JI M KENDALL: And when was the
document made available to the public?

MS. SHARON WARREN. W brought this
docunment out to the public -- notification was on the 21st
of May. And we did -- around that time we sent it out to
many of the stakehol ders. The docunent was sent out. And
then when we went out to the public hearings, several
weeks prior to comng to the public hearings, we also sent
docunments out to the conmunities so that the docunents
woul d be here when we al so cane here.

DR JI M KENDALL: And the coment period
ends, again?

M5. SHARON WARREN: Yes. The conment
period is July 11th, and we are using regul ations.gov. So
pl ease provide your comments by July 11th. |If you have
got any questions, like | said, there is a handout on how
to do that. On the last page of the handout there is a
t el ephone nunmber to contact if you have any questions on
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how t o navi gate through regul ations.gov, and we wll be
more than happy to have somebody wal k you through it from
the of fice.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon. Just
before | forget, we do have an interpreter. What happened
to James? Janes is there. He's offered to interpret for
us if we need to. So please, if any of you feel that you
want to use the interpreter, Janmes, just tell us.

Now, the next part of this is |I'm adamant that
everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says
exactly what they are thinking. And we will stay here as
long as we need to. This is really, really inportant. We
are not the decisi onmaker, but we have to take the
information to the decisionnmaker. And so when we send
this package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be
able to say we went to everybody we coul d possibly go to
to get the information for you to base your decision.

And so that's what's before us tonight. And if
you feel you want to think about it, that's fine. W have
till July 11th. The document is back there. W have got
CDs. It's on the Web. There is time to ook at it and
give us your comment to inprove it.

Now we' re going to open it up to public coment,
and we are not, of course, nmenbers of the comunity here,
so | don't know all the Elders. So | would like, first of
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all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there
are any community El ders that would like to start us off.
Wul d anyone |ike to vol unteer?

MR ROBERT SUYDAM |'mnot an El der, but
|"ve got a question. Robert Suydam Typically in public
hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.
I's that how this is going to be run tonight? Are you just
taking coments, or will you answer questions?

DR JIM KENDALL: Well, we want to get as
much fromthe community as we can. And we want to be
careful. | mean, we could answer sone very basic
questions, but the fear is if we get too nuch into a
di al ogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden
there is people around the roomwho don't have a chance.
So sinple questions, yes, | think we can answer, but we
have got to keep it going. And there is always time --
you can call us on the phone. You can send us ot her
questions. But the inportant thing here is everybody has
a chance.

So the answer to your question is hal fway. W
just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of
peopl e and other folks are sitting there wondering when do
| get to say ny piece. So a little respect for everybody.
Bill.

MS. SOPH E HENRY: | have a question. |
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didn't catch the beginning part. Are you guys -- like,
what's your situation? Are you for oil, in the mddle, or
you oppose it?

DR JIMKENDALL: 1'mglad you asked that
question. Ckay. That same question was asked before at
anot her neeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at
the very beginning. W represent the Department of
Interior. W are part of the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Management, Regul ation and Enforcement, BOEMVRE, and we are
the regulators. kay. W are not for oil and gas. W
are not against oil and gas. The mission we have is to
make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is
the Secretary of Interior. Ckay. So | mean, ny job -- if
soneone asks ne, | don't have an opinion. M jobis to
get your opinions and your information to the top.

MR WLLARD NEAKOK: W |l ard Neakok, for
the record. |Is this the only -- | mean, you say a |ot of
different other villages. |Is it just for the outlying
coastal villages that you are getting testinony from or
is it the whole state of Al aska?

DR JI M KENDALL: Basically the whol e
state of Al aska and anybody el se who wants to conment. So
far now, we have gotten conments from Fl orida about this.
So it's open to the entire country and anybody el se. |
think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual
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visits, we are visiting the coastal conmmunities up here:
Poi nt Lay, Point Hope, \Winwight, Barrow, Kotzebue. We
had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tonorrow
night in Anchorage. W can't visit every place, but we
need to visit places Iike Point Lay.

MR. W LLARD NEAKOK: Thank you

DR JI M KENDALL: Again, before we open it
up generally, are there any Elders that would like to
speak first? This is really inportant. And the reason
why | like to push that is that |'ma big believer in
traditional know edge or traditional science, if you want
tocall it that. And ny staff and | are working as hard
as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects
of nature and observation and science in the docunent, as
well. So are there any Elders that would I'ike to speak
before we start? Any elected officials, Iike maybe the
mayor ? Ckay.

In that case, then, let's start the process.

And it gets kind of fun. Wat side should I start on, or
should | start in the mddle? |'mgoing to start with
you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.

MR EARL KING K (lnupiag.) M nane is
Earl Kingik. | cone fromPoint Hope. [|'ma whaler.
belong to a clan called Qagnagtuug. | work for an
organi zation call ed Al aska W derness League. W have
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been doing this for a long tine. Native Village of Point
Hope took the governnent, took our own governnent to
court, and you see what we come up with. This is what we
want to hear.

| amhere to listen to you guys. |'mnot here
to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you
guys are saying. And that way, whenever | go to different
villages, we will do it better. And hopefully we will
have Dr. Kendall give all the conments to everybody.

W had over 60 people in Point Hope. To ny
feeling, 100 percent was agai nst offshore activity due to
oil spill and other issues that's in front of them CQur
peopl e even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANMR so
they would stay away fromour ocean we |ove the nost, the
garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and
everything that's been going on for thousands of years.

It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to
you guys. This is your chance, and we want to hear and |
want to hear fromyou guys, too. That will make my work a
little easier. Like sonebody said, who all is going to be
gi ving comments.

| went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 triba
organi zations. They passed a resol ution opposing of fshore
activities. | went to National Council of Anerican
Indians. | asked for their assistance in protecting our
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ocean due to the fast movenent of the Bush era. The Bush
era gave us a bhig headache. Now we are going to have to
ki nd of slow themdown, and tinme-out is called upon them
So this is your chance to open your heart to the
garden you |ove the nost, the garden that provides unity,
The garden that provides cultural activities throughout
t he whol e community because we are part of the ecosystem
here. The ecosystem shouldn't be nmessed around with.
Thank you.
DR JI M KENDALL: Sir, you have the floor
MR JULIUS REXFORD, SR: M nane is

Julius Rexford, Senior. ['ma whaling captain for the
Village of Point Lay. | also sit on AEWC as a
conmi ssioner, and | sit on -- | sat on the North Sl ope

Borough Wldlife Cormttee for about five or six years.
And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it |ike
it's not going to happen, the opening of our Quter
Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about
stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and
to the BOEMRE staff and personnel

That 60-mle buffer zone is sonething that needs
to be there. | know that these ships will be using |ow --
the | owest grade fuel to get out there and run their
operations. W need to put in stipulations on having them
use ultra low sul fur fuels to burn in their ships and
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their rigs and all their little vessels.

And another one is there should not be nore than
one drilling operation at any tine, not nore than one.

And another one is the mud tailings that they will be
putting out into our ocean should not be discharged. Zero
di scharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into
our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.

And I"I1 probably talk about nore |ater on. And
"1l pass the m ke on.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. W LLARD NEAKCK: For the record,
W lard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter,
alternate planning departnent for the North Sl ope Borough.
| amin opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore
drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier,
you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we
| ose everything in our ocean: Plankton, fish, seals,
whal es, wal rus, whatever marine mammal that is out there
because we |ive off of those animals. It keeps us warm
during the winter. You know, we -- we do not waste any of
that food that we get fromout there.

You know, | wote a conment -- | wote a letter
in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, |
got a lot of feedback froma lot of different people
saying that, you know, |'mnot, you know -- that |'m not,
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you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep
our hones going, cars and everything. | never even
mentioned about that. | know we need the fuel. | know we
need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our
lives.

And, you know, what can we do on land first
before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean
currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea. And it's
going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there
if we have a very large oil spill.

You know, Prince WIlliam Sound is still trying
to recuperate. But if you dig down a foot deep in certain
areas, you wll still find oil. And what happened in Qulf
of Mexico, how many mllions of gallons was, you know,
pouring out into the ocean? Took themfour nonths to
finally cap that thing off, or close to four nonths. You
know, if we have it here, we |lose our wildlife, our
cul ture of hunting, whaling, fishing. We |ose everything.
That's scary.

| want ny kids, ny grandkids -- like | stated,
you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, | want themto
enj oy what | have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in
Point Lay. | want themto taste the food that | have
tasted, | have hunted, | have given out, | have shared. |
want my grandkids and possibly ny great-grandkids, too, to
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enjoy the things that | have enjoyed because if we have a
very large oil spill, you know, we | ose everything

The whales live off the krill. And those are
little, tiny creatures. |If we |lose those, we |ose the
whale. W have beluga. W have fish. The belugas eat
the fish. The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so
forth all the way down to the planktons, mcro-organisms.
VW have wildlife. W have seabirds comes fromas far as
Argentina, South Pole comng up this way to nmigrate to
be -- you know, repopulate. And we |ose those, too. But
mai nly, you know, fromthe ocean. If we have a large oi
spill, we |ose everything, our way of life.

And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go
to our local store to try and substitute the food that we
have hunted for generations, fromgeneration to generation
that was passed down by word of nouth. No docunented
things like that on the board on how we do things.

Qur El ders taught us how to hunt, how to take
care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the
land. W have a wonderful state. W have a wonderful
village. W have a wonderful way of life.

If we |ose our ocean, you know -- | don't know
how many times | mght have to say this -- but we |ose
everything. And if we start -- you know, the way that
gl obal warmng is going, pretty soon we are going to have
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ships conmng fromAtlantic Ccean comng this way. They

wi |l be using that Northwest Passage. What about them
that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils? And
what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a
coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or
so. Just |ike what we see down there in the Lower 48, go
all over the world, we have ships. |If we go up north or
down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.

You know, that's a scary thought. | don't want
my grandkids or great-grandkids or even ny kids to see the
devastation that we mght have if we say go ahead and
drill. Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves,
why did you guys say yes for themto go and drill? Now
our ocean doesn't have any life init.

W have currents that, like | said, every
coastal village and here on the west side of Alaska is
going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario
have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico. W'l
have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to
shore. That's an ugly sight to see all those people in
Fl orida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up. Do we
want that? | know | sure don't. Even ny great-grandkids
m ght even see tar balls keep washing ashore. W wll
start smelling the oil like in Prince WIlliam Sound. Walk
around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the
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ground. And that's a scary thing to think about. But the
most scariest part is we |ose everything.

| love the way | have |ived before, hunting,
fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has
provided for us Inupiats. W are all up and down the
Al aska coastline. ['mgrateful that hopefully, you know,
our Secretary of Interior will |isten, understand what |
want to see in the future: Cean ocean, our wildlife
still out there.

| know that global warmng i s making our ice
thinner and thinner, thinner every year. Pretty soon we
m ght not even have a North Pole. Al it will be is just
magnetic north, no ice.

A lot of things are happening globally, and we
see it up here first. W see things that are going on at
Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills,
devastation of animals. M ght bounce back another 50 or
60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the
store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food
that we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the
ocean, our garden. |It's scary, real scary. | want ny
grandki ds to, you know, enjoy the foods that | have
enj oyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing,
subsisting the way | have enjoyed it.

| better pass the microphone on. | get carried
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away because | don't want to see offshore drilling. W
see oil conpanies say zero discharge, zero discharge.
Looks good on paper. Looks good when they talk to us but,

you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human
error. And that's their way of saying zero discharge
still having oil spill.

I"mgrateful that, you know, hopefully our voice
will be heard. Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of
Interior will think about the statements that are going on
right now, testinonies throughout Al aska or throughout the
worl d regarding the Quter Continental Shelf plans to dril
in the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ccean.

So I'mglad that you folks are here. And I'l|
pass it on. Thank you.

MR. WLLARD L. NEAKOK: How do | follow
that? 1'min the same position as ny dad. First of all
my nane is WIllard Neakok, and | have no see -- no
representative. | represent nobody. | just wanted to
represent the Village of Point Lay. Qur people are
fighting people, and we have had to fight for our |and.

V& have had to fight for our animals, and now we are
fighting for our ocean. So why stop now?

| mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like ny
dad said, we love the food. W love doing all that. And
| my -- I'mone of the |eaders -- drumleaders for our
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comunity, and | love it. | love it with a passion. And
you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for
successful hunting and celebrate life. And so |l amin no

position supporting offshore drilling.
M5. MARIE TRACEY: |'m Marie Tracey from
the Native Village of Point Lay. | work for our mayor's

office as a conmunications liaison for the Native Village
of Point Lay, and I'ma volunteer fire fighter and a

vol unt eer anbul ance crew nenber, and |I'ma coordinator for
the vol unteer search and rescue group, and I'mthe ASTAC

director. |'ma nother. |'ma grandmother. [|'m not
supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wi sh that they
woul d try and drill onshore before they try to drill

of f shore.

And with that global warmng that we have been
wi tnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of
wal ruses of f our beach. | was born in the old site on the
sand spit across there. And about one mile north of the
village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at |east ten
ml|es up the beach was | oaded with wal ruses. And then
when you | ook out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands
and thousands out there. And if you see our walrus
picture, the walruses, when they cone on land, they are
right next to each other, real crowded and everyt hing.
And that's how they were com ng up on the beach.
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And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach,
they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with nore
wal ruses conming up on the sandy beach, just really
crowmded. And you coul d hear them And when you | ook out
in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you
woul d see nothing but |ike brown spots, brown lines at the
di stance, there is so many wal ruses out there.

If there is a stanpede, then you could hear
their nmourning, their loss of a loved one. It's really
sad to hear. And but when they came in, they were so | oud
that the next morning | was talking with ny cousin. She
said, boy, | couldn't sleep last night. M neighbors just
like they were quarreling all night. | couldn't sleep. |
told her those were the wal ruses out there making noises.
She said, oh, ny, | thought they were ny nei ghbors.

Anyway, but -- and then we have our bel uga
harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.
V¢ have our biologist, Robert Suydam here. He comes to
tag our beluga, and then when he tags them he set them
free, and then they would nonitor them because they would
have satellite tags on them And then when he gets
information, he would give it to us, and we woul d see
where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.
And it's amazing to see where they go because we have
never had this information before. And since Robert
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Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of
information about beluga. And they take sanpl es.

And now we have a | oon study going on. Daniel
Ri zzol a from UAF Fairbanks has been comng here for three
years to tag the loons, and he woul d al so send us
information. |It's amazing where these birds and where
these mammals go. And | would like to keep this going
because we are getting a wealth of information fromthese
peopl e that come in to our village.

And Robert Suydamis getting old with us, too.
And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.

But | would -- | would discourage drilling in our ocean
because we have hardly had any caribou around our village
and that noves our neal from Iike, caribou meat which
grew up with as a main course of our meals, |ike
dinnertine and even | unch,

And especially, too, when our young ones go out
hunting or el se we have searches |ike during the wnter,
we woul d have some food for them you know, |ike dried
meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food
out there when they go out. And sometimes we search for
days, and it's mles and mles of travel |ooking for
peopl e and hoping to take themhonme alive. It's just so
hard for us up here, but we [ove our food.

VW would like to ask our Secretary of State
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[sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep
our way of life, please. This global warmng is really
hard on our wal ruses because they have to | eave their
young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they
feed, and then they would have to come back to their young
ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.

Anyway, |'ll pass this on to Ms. Suydam unti
the next round. Thank you.

MR ROBERT SUYDAM Good evening. M nane
IS Robert Suydam |'ma wldlife biologist with the North
Sl ope Borough Department of WIdlife Management. |'ve
lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay
is kind of nmy second hone and the fol ks here are ny second
fam |y, that we have been working together a long time to
| earn more about bel ugas.

And Marie, thank you for the nice things that
you have said but, you know, much of the credit goes to
the community and the hunters here for helping all of the
scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room
and others not here -- for the successes.

I"d also like to say thanks to Jimand the rest
of the BCEMRE crew, BUWMMVER [pronunciation] crew, whatever
it is. Thanks for comng to Point Lay and thanks for
comng to the other North Slope villages to ask the
residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask
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t hem about what they think about this EIS. Several people
have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary

Sal azar actually listens to people here that are nore
directly affected by the actions associated with this EIS
than nmost other people in the country. So because they
are -- therisk is greater for folks here -- the benefits
aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the
opi nions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater
wei ght. And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely
to the things that people say here.

Jim 1'd also like to say congratulations to you
for your appointment as the state director. | think you
are a good addition to Alaska and the agency here.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM So wel come.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thanks, Robert.

MR ROBERT SUYDAM | have a few things to
say, and maybe I'I| say just a couple of themnow to start
with. And maybe I'll start with sonething that Marie was
tal ki ng about, which was science and the need for
information. And | know that part of your revised
suppl enental EI'S was about identifying information that
was needed and how nuch it cost.

And | haven't had a chance to review that
section of the EIS yet, but | think it's really inportant
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to highlight the need for information and using that
information to nake decisions that | have been surprised
to learn the lack of information in the GQulf of Mexico
and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limted ability
of agencies to understand potential inmpacts or assess

i npacts, especially to marine manmal popul ations.

There is so little informati on known about the
popul ation size or status or health of those marine
mamal s that being able to assess what the inpacts were is
very restricted, very limted. And so | think we are in a
little bit better position up here that we know a | ot
about Dbelugas, we know a | ot about bowheads and wal ruses
and other things, but there is still very limted
i nfornati on.

And so encouraging the agency not just to
eval uate what information is mssing, but also make --

continue to make efforts -- | know you have nade great
efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or
ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please

keep doing that. Keep funding studies. Keep funding
studies to docunent traditional know edge. You know t hat
many of the people in this roomknow nore about the
environnent than any scientist or manager. So your
identification of traditional know edge as being key in
making decisions | think is really valid. And | hope the
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agency is able to continue to do that.

As you eval uate comments on your EIS, please
first take a look at the data gap anal ysis that USGS
recently did. And | think that's a pretty extensive
docunent, and it may be difficult and challenging for the
agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but | thinkit's
really inportant. It's available information about data
gaps, and please use that to make your EI'S here nore
conpl ete.

So again, just enphasizing the need to use
information to nake decisions, | think that's really,
really inmportant. But | think there are sone other things
that are also inportant.

In the document you tal k about threshol ds and
when a threshold is reached, that then the inpact becones
significant. On page 75, | think it is here, of the
document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on
subsi stence harvest patterns occurs when one or nore of
subsi stence resources becone unavailable for a period of
one to two years."

So essentially the way | read that is that you
are telling Point Lay and Wainwight and Barrow that if
the actions that result fromthis EI'S coul d nmake
subsi stence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it
was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's
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more than that it would be. And | think that's
I nappropri ate.

| think that if the actions resulting fromthis
El S cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two
months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate. And
so in this document, previous EISs and future ElSs, |
think you need to change the thresholds that you use for
evaluating significant inpacts, that the culture, the
people that live in these comunities rely on subsistence
resources. The unique culture that is here is incredibly
val uabl e, and saying that it won't be a significant inpact
unl ess bel ugas or bowheads aren't available for two years
is just not right and sonething -- the agency should
approach things differently than that and revise this EI'S
and make sure that future EISs are done differently.

"Il pass the mke on for now

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Robert. It's
great to be in Alaska. M wife is packing up the house in
Virginia right now.

W are going to go around this way now and work
our way back. GCkay? | have a nice group of people here
inacircle. Wuld anyone like to take the m ke?

MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR: Thank you. And
thank you for comng to Point Lay and hel ping our way of
life. And for the record, ny name is Danny Pikok, Junior.
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And | am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity
because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I"'mafraid of.
It's the noise pollution. And 1'd like to see oi
conpani es exhaust the |and before they decide to do any
offshore drilling of any energy resources.

And 1'd like to see the oil companies focus on
natural energy. They are spending too nmuch nmoney to start
drilling offshore in the Arctic. They should spend their
money | ooking for alternative energy. | nean, just |ook
what happened in our oil field. W struck oil, it was a
big deal, and nowit's gone. W had all that oil, all the
gas, all the jobs.

It spoiled Native way of life. W are spoiled

now. | nean, look -- you go look in the beach, the notors
are too big. They burn too much gas. We get spoiled.
It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled |ike

t hat .

And it's getting worse. And |I'mafraid, you
know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling
because how are we going to run thembig notors. It's --
it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to
old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big
motor and start drilling offshore? Just -- just noise
pol lution is bad enough for the ocean up here. There is
too nuch wldlife, and a |lot of folks depend on it. |
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depend on it. Qur children depend onit. It's just --
it's going to do a domino effect. It already has. It
started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.

And 1'd like to see alternative energy resources

like the coal, natural gas. | don't want to see oil rigs
floating in the ocean and drilling. |'magainst it. It's
just too nuch -- it's -- it's too nuch -- it's too risky.

It's very risky.
Just like Wllard was saying, it's going to
start small and it's going to grow. If we start offshore

drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries
up here and start a highway, and we are going to |ose a
| ot of good resources our ocean offers. It's just -- |I'm

real |y agai nst any offshore activity.

And | mean, | grew up -- when | was grow ng up,
| remenber riding in a skin boat, two horsepower notor
That was good enough to get you there and back. You don't
carry 50 gallons of gas. You carry five gallons. Today
it's -- it's getting out of hand. Just even snowrachi nes,
four-wheel ers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.
And we need gas. | know there is oil out there inland.
Focus on that oil inland. Exhaust that oil before you
start pushing of fshore.

And | love ny famly. | love nmy people, our
people. And the way things are going now, it's getting
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worse, and | want to encourage whoever is going to decide
to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the fol ks
that live up here. And |I'msure there is other

alternatives besides offshore drilling.
Thanks.
MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Cood evening. M
name is Delbert Rexford. |'man elected official of the
| nupi at Community of the Arctic Slope. | have the

at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, whichis a
federally recognized tribe. Very briefly, we just cane
froma four-hour seal hunt. W got one seal, not too much
fat onit. And as Marie alluded to earlier, some of the
gl obal warnmng effects are affecting our marine mamal s,
the health of our marine mammals. The emissions into the
atnosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where --
anywhere in the world within the industrial global
conmunity contributes to all of that.

Wien the draft EI'S came and addresses threatened
speci es or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals,
pol ar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our
cul tural way of life, including the bowhead whale. In
1977 when they banned whaling, it was the Internationa
Whal i ng Commi ssion, w thout know edge, without
acknow edgi ng I nupi at traditional know edge said, no,
there is not enough whales. But since tine inmenoria
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through oral history, we knew there was nore whal es, but
there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert
IS aware of.

The concerns that we have offshore is that the
equi pment -- 1'Il take you back to 19 -- when the three
gray whal es were stranded. The oil industry and their
state of their technology tried to save the whales. Lo
and behol d, they couldn't, not with the state of their
technol ogy that they propose to use on cleaning up oi
spills. It failed, grossly failed. So it would have been
a detriment to take that equipnent out to sea, out to ice
and try to clean up an oil spill

And we make good friends wth the Russians when
the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales. A
sinpl e icebreaker allowed the global phenonenon of three
gray whales to be expended to be saved.

The point is the industry has not proven that
they have the technol ogy to clean under ice. And the
present technology is limted to certain height of wave
| engths. Those are limted. The boons are limted.

The -- the oil spills in the GQulf, the Exxon Valdez are

testaments to the fact that in a major -- and you talk
about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels. | don't know what that
equates to in terms of gallons of oil. It underlies the

technology is not there. The zoopl ankton, the
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mcro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the
food chai n.

| mean, that's what we are concerned about, our
way of life versus providing national energy to
350, 000, 000 peopl e who are driving on hi ghways, who have a
| ower cost of living allowances all across the nation.

One gallon of mlk is nine bucks in Barrow, $9. The cost
of living is high.

Danny al luded to the size of the engines
emtting a ot of gases. It's inevitable that they get
larger. W will consume nore.

| nupi at Community of the Arctic Slope filed a
lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore
drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that
woul d be emtted into the atnosphere, because of the
noi se -- cumul ative effects of noise pollution and other
cunul ative effects.

And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and
that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation
Very sinply, it was that l[itigation that brought you back
to the communities because at the time MVS did not do
their honewor k.

So we cane back froma four-hour hunt, ny nephew
and his girlfriend. W just got back. And to us, it's
Eskino heaven. It's where our spirituality is -- is
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conpleted. What we can't get here on the | and we get from
the sea, the marine manmals that we are concerned about,
about being devastated in the event. And this is what

bot hers our people. In the unlikely event of an oil spil
is the termused in a | ot of these environmental inpact
draft statements. |If it was inevitable, what technol ogy
do you have to clean it up?

Wien you | ook at the mgratory -- what's that
guy's nane that sends us those bowhead whal e mgration
maps?

MR ROBERT SUYDAM John Citta.

MR. DELBERT REXFORD: John Citta sends us
e-mails regarding the route. Wen you | ook at the
mgration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack
inthe mddle of it. Wat has BOEMRE done to consider
that part of it, to mtigate any chances of adverse inpact
on bowhead whal es?

The community of Point Lay just went through a
very historical past three years. They just reactivated
bowhead whaling. They just |anded their second whal e.

And they are a whaling community. Not only that, the
beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Al aska.
| mean, it is -- every tinme | come down here for beluga
whaling, I'mat home because | don't go hone enpty-handed.

And that's the culture that you are -- that you
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are endangering through potential VLCS, very large oi
spills. That's the threat that we are afraid of. That's
an unknown that we are afraid of.

In 1977 when the | EWC banned whaling, the
anal ogy we used was that the buffal o was taken away from
the Native American Indians. Well, in 1977 they took our
bowhead whal es of f, and suicides. The nunber of suicides
that occurred in those few years after that were -- were
astronomcal. | nean, people lost a sense of
spirituality, a sense of whol eness, a sense of bel onging
to their own land and to the sea that provided for them

So whoever makes that decision to go offshore --
| attended in Houston the Quter Continental Shelf policy
meetings, and we encouraged inpact hunting to those
i npacted communities. The federal government has only one
i npact programthat they ever created on the North Sl ope
wi thin NPRA. Those were the NPRA inpacts. W went to the
Quter Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for
i npact funds to cone back to the inpacted communiti es.

| npacted communities include suicide, alcoho
and drug abuse, and other social norns that go way out of
l'ine.

And these things BCEMRE, | don't believe, have
considered at this stage because if you have, we woul d
like to see what you are offering to the conmunity in case
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of an oil spill

But |'m speaking on behal f of Inupiat Conmunity
of the Arctic Slope. | serve on the tribal council. 1've
al so served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmenta
Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic
moni toring and assessment programw thin the confines of
Inuit Grcunpolar Conference as a delegate, as a del egate
to the United States of America. And these issues that we
are asking and concerned about tonight are the sane issues
that we address at the international foruns, at the
international regines, that the Arctic nations, the eight
country nations regulate within each respective state

But | just want to enphasize that we do oppose
offshore drilling. Inupiat Conmunity of the Arctic Sl ope
passed a resol ution opposing it because of the unknowns of
what woul d happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the
VLGOS that you have noted shoul d happen because we have
three currents.

Up in Barrow -- | can talk about Barrow. [|'m
not sure about right here. Up in Barrow we have three
currents. They go north, they go south. And every
species of wldlife would be affected by an oil spill if
it should occur. How many gallons is 150,000 barrel s?

Can -- what's -- does anyone know?
DR JIM KENDALL: It's about 40 gallons to
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a barrel.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM  About four-and-a-hal f
mllion.

MR DELBERT REXFORD: Four-and- a- hal f
mllion gallons? M lord. Do you have the technology to
clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?
| don't think you have a plan. You don't because, like |
said, the industry tried their equipnent to rescue the
three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all
of their equipnment failed. That's a living testanent that
the technology didn't work that they were proposing to
take out to the sea.

Wll, I've taken a lot of your time. | tell you
what. You shoul d spend tine out in the ocean. Maybe you
can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you
get a chance to get out there. There is no nosquitoes out
t here.

But thank you. |'m speaking on behalf of the
I nupi at Community of the Arctic Slope, and | serve with
Sophie on that tribal council. 1've taken a lot of your

time, but those are the concerns that we have. Thank you.
MR LEO FERREI RA: Good evening

everybody. M nanme is Leo Ferreira, |11, for the record.

So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be

inplenented into this BOEMRE. Point Lay would like to
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have a 60-mle buffer zone instead of -- I'mpretty sure
it's standing at 15- or 13-nmile buffer zone. W want to
move that up to a 60-mle buffer zone, not just for Point
Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the
Arctic Grcle.

W al so want another stipulation of one drill
rig-- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and
al so zero tolerance of cuttings and nud in the ocean,
along with the oil, zero tolerance of oil discharge.

These reasons are for the disturbance of our
animals. W have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with
di sturbance of our tutu mgration, our caribou mgration
route. W have we have had a coal mine going for a while,
and all the helicopter use with coal mning has pushed
away our mgration route. W haven't seen our migration
route conme back close to the village at all in about five
to seven years now.

And we just shut down the coal mne just not too
long ago in our -- | think it was when President Chama
went green finger on us. So we feel the inpacts of
di stur bance.

And we al so know that our animals in our ocean

are very sensitive to noise. | could use walrus as an
exanpl e because wal rus are disturbed by even smelling
col ogne or smelling cigarettes in the air. |f sonebody is
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upwi nd and they smell their col ogne, they are going to get
di sturbed. They al so get disturbed by noi se when you

are -- when you are kind of close to them you wll
disturb the wal ruses by noi se, too, also, but mostly by
smel ling when they are out of the water.

W al so have seen a few animals that we never
seen before so nuch, like we seen a killer whale a couple
years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity
up here. So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance
fromall the ship activity that was happening in the
Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down
south from us.

And all of us -- all of us people that live on
the Slope, all of us Natives in Al aska been taught our way
of life, so we have a lot of traditional know edge to pass
on to the governnent so they could help get a better
under standi ng of how we want to live our life because we
have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return
we want to protect our way of life. W want the federal
governnent to start listening to what we have to say and
start putting these things down as our stipulations to
hel p protect our way of life, like the 60-mle buffer
zone.

And maybe anot her one woul d be |ike when we go
harvest our bowhead whale, we would |ike no ship activity

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 45

during our harvests or no air activity along with our
bel uga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise
activity in the ocean fromthe ships and from sonar
activity.

And that's a big concernis all the activity
that's going to happen. W are not just going to dea
with oil ships. W are also going to deal with Coast
Quard ships. And they have helicopters, too.

And the other thing | heard is that if there is
going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does
happen in the state of Alaska, |'mnost definitely
positively saying that our way of life will definitely be
di sturbed because we are going to disturb our mgration
route for our whal es, bowhead whal es, beluga whal es and
the walruses. The mgration routes for these animals are
going to get pushed away fromour mainland, and it's going
to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are
going to have to go farther and farther offshore because
of too nmuch ship activity out there on the ocean al ong
with --

Like I know like the oil spill, like Del bert was
saying, is we don't know how -- federal government
scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up
an oil spill inthe icy conditions out here. | know of
three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina,
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and the federal government or the oil conpanies can't even
fix those, can't even retrieve them those little oil rigs
out there. And if we |eave junk behind, we are going to
just pollute the ocean. |If we have an oil spill, we're
going to pollute our ocean. Once we pollute our ocean, we
are going to lose our way of life.

Point Lay is a traditional village. W live a
traditional life around here. There is not nuch jobs from
the government or fromour North Sl ope Borough. Qur
wor kf orce around here is about 25 percent. Twenty-five
percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on
wel fare. \Wen we are on welfare, we live off the ocean
and off the land. Al the aninals, the caribou, the nmusk
ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted
seals, so --

And | al so know that because Point Lay and
Kival ina and Point Hope are not in the NPRA, if there is
an oil spill, these three villages will have no royalties
when there is an oil spill. | have been told we are going
to be the laborers. W are going to be the cleanup crew,
and they are just going to get us for the jobs. And here
we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not
even included in the NPRA. W are outside of the NPRA
boundari es.

And so nyself and with others, | oppose offshore
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drilling and | -- | wish the federal governnent woul d
listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell
them And we would like to control -- have control of our

I nupi at way of life for our aninmals. W want to contro
our own animals. W don't want the government telling
us our drill ship is going to be here and good |uck on
hunting your aninals.

VW want to have stipulations saying during this
whal e time period, during our bowhead whale tinme period
for that village, please stop your activity. You are on
our area and goes al ong down the coast, up and down the
coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with --
we al so -- because we know there is going to be
helicopters flying up and back workers and everyt hi ng.
And helicopters is a big concern. It's a real noise
factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.

W are the -- we are the anbassadors of our |and
up here. W want to keep on being the anbassadors of our
way of life. Thank you

DR JI M KENDALL: | want to make sure we
get this end of the roomhere, but Emma, do you want say
sonet hi ng?

M5. EMVA POKON: (Shakes head.)

MR. NATHAN HENRY: Good evening. Nathan
Henry, for the record. Let's see. If -- what was that
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oil spill in Louisiana or sonewhere |ike that? Deepwater
Horizon. |'mpretty sure if sonebody had said sonething
|i ke before you guys start that oil drill up here in the
deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, wll
you guys have homes prepared for those that want to | eave
the area? And if you guys do have a drill out there, if
there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, |ike, nove

sonme people if they want to nove because, you know, |ike
it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the
land. And are you prepared to -- not only for the oi
spill but, you know, some people m ght say, oh, nan,
don't know if | want to stay here. Are you guys going to
have hones ready, |ike Anchorage, inland sonewhere?
Because |'mpretty sure that Exxon would have, |ike,
t housands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if,
you know, somebody |ike ne said something |ike, hey, you
got homes prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?
And does it matter what we say? Are you guys still going
to go out there and drill or what?

DR JI M KENDALL: Those are good
questi ons.

MR. NATHAN HENRY: | nmean, you hand ne the
m ke and | got something to say, too.

DR JIM KENDALL: That's fine. If you've
got something to say, we want to hear it.
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MR. NATHAN HENRY: | said it. Thank you.

MS. SOPH E HENRY: Sophie Henry, for the
record. |'ma menber of the Native Village of Point Lay
or the Inupiat Conmunity of the Arctic Slope. And if all
this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero
discharge and all that. Wll, it's like buying a new car.
Everything you get is brand-new. It's not going to |eak,
but over time it |eaks, you see. And that's just going to
cause a problemand it's just going to be a rolling effect
of nmore problens, of course.

And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince

W liam Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mbil [sic], you know,

that problemjust -- it's still a devastation in that area
for them and if -- you know, if they were to drill out
here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they

even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice,
you know, what's there, |ike year-round? You know all of
that? You know all that? It's good stuff.

Anyways, you know, |ike the famus question I
have been seeing all over when they first started talking

about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in
ice; under ice, in the ice. You know, how do you cl ean
all that up? And if -- there is just -- it's just
irritating.

Anyways, also | wanted to know, |ike, you know,
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kind of like what Wllard said when he said that the

subsi stence and stuff, they are our way of life. It's our
tradition. It's the way we live. And it's what the

El ders lived off of hundreds of years ago. W didn't
have, you know, what we have now at the stores. And we --
you know, if the Elders nowadays |ose all of that stuff,
you know, the living El ders we have now, they are going
to-- if they can't have their -- if they |ose their food,
their way of life what they grew up on, pretty nuch the
oi | conpanies are basically, you know, letting the

El ders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the
food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on,
it's just arolling effect of our life.

And you know, it's just sonething we don't -- if
you asked me |ike ten years ago before I nmoved to Point
Lay, |'d be, like, yeah, I"'mfor offshore drilling, I'm
for it. Well, | noved up here nine years ago. For the
first time | hunt. So | know, you know, what it is like
to have the food. | know how to hunt now. | know how to

provide for ny famly.

My kids are going to be eight and five. And
like ny son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou,
you know, beluga, whale. He prefers that over, like, your
food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy. M son
prefers our food. And if he doesn't have that, well, when
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he becones a father, howis he going to have that for his
famly?

It's just basically the oil companies want to
rob us of our lives basically is how!| feel. And you
know, with themdoing that and killing off what we |earned
to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically
in away taking away our identity to a certain extent.

And | just -- | oppose offshore drilling 100
percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to nake
the decisions to do this, | suggest themto actually cone
here, rather than living in Wshington making all these
decisions -- how would they like it if, like, our
community tells themhowto live their lives and take away
what they |ove? They wouldn't like that just as much as
we don't |ike themtaking away our nmanmals.

And it's wong. It's stupid. And they
shoul dn't have a say. They shoul d obviously | ook at the
communities. And everybody that | know and |'ve heard,
they all say no. W can shout as loud as we want, no, no,
no, and they are still trying to cone around and ask
questions, like we are not going to change our minds. Wy
do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities,
it's this, it's that? So what? You know, we can -- we --
S0 what ?

You know, we would rather -- we would rather our
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whal es, we would rather everything el se. They shouldn't
have the right to make the decision to take our |ives,
basically. They shouldn't have the right to take away our
mamal s, our -- you know, it's just our way of life. It's
our ancestors' traditions. |It's everything. Just |ike we
don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't --
we don't get to take away what they love. They shoul dn't
have the right to take ours is what | wanted to say.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Ckay. [|'m
going to get everybody. W are going to take a break, but
we have to go around first. Two folks here. Ckay. |
want to go over here. Thank you

MR. ROBERT LI SBOURNE: Good eveni ng.

Robert Lisbourne, for the record. | am against offshore
drilling, any kind, because the person who | amtoday is
who | stand for. | amlnupiat. W are lnupiat. W -- we

have been hunting. W have the traditions we had for
t housands of years. W live off the land. W live off
our food. It's just a blessing to be Inupiat. And I'd
just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know,
for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.

| would just hate to see my kids and ny
grandki ds not able to be going out there because our ocean
and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just --
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it's just a continuous food chain that we need. So
anyt hi ng happen out there or in there, that chain is just

going to break, and we will be lost without it. It's who
we are and what we |ove to do.

And thanks for comng to Point Lay. |'mjust
agai nst the offshore drilling.

MR SCOIT GUYER M nane is Scott Cuyer,
GUY-EER | work for the North Slope Science Initiative.
| was in town today for another meeting and was invited to
cone tonight, and |'mhappy to be here. dad to listen to
all the conments and understand what the conmunity feels
about this subject. And | work for the director, and |
wi |l be taking information back to himand di scussing what
was said here to him So don't really have any conment
mysel f.

DR JIM KENDALL: And then | think -- and
sir? | don't want to forget you

MR WARREN LAMPE, Sr.: Hello. Good
evening. Warren Lanpe, Senior, lifelong year-round
subsi stence hunter, subsistence user. Like everybody
said, talking about all the children that are going to be
growing up before -- you know, after us, we want themto
use, you know, our land and our sea just like I did when
was a child when ny parents were out there hunting and
providing for us. | have been in this [ifestyle all ny
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life, and | don't think it will ever change. | want it
not to change. Just like everybody el se who talk on the
m ke tonight, I"'min full opposition of offshore oil, oil

So -- and 1'd like to give thanks and wel come to our
visitors here. They have a good voice. Their voice is
heard. It gives us ideas, gives us information

| do serve on the North Sl ope Borough Fish &
Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue. And with

Poi nt Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, |
think we are the closest comunity, so we are in
opposition. W are very worried about an oil spill. It
is inevitable. | nean, it's going to happen, you know,
here now or, you know, there later. | mean, it wll
happen.

| understand that they don't have the proper
equi pment to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean. |
know just recently they had started their -- they had
started these science projects out here in our ocean and
inour land. | nean, that was just started recently. And
it's good to hear that, you know, we have all these
corporations going around trying to get information from
the people who lived here for 1,000 years or nore, nore
than that. And we have -- you know, we have all this
information in our head.

And I'mglad to see that there is people com ng
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getting conments fromus, getting the information from us
that it's not witten down. Nothing is -- none of this is
witten down on paper. And it's -- it's hard. It's hard
for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill
because that will change everybody's life here. W
wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oi
drilling. W would |ike to see onshore drilling as nuch
as possible.

| think everywhere you go they will have
opposition for the offshore drilling. And 1'd like to see
more voices. |'d like to see nmore -- nore people talKking,
more people telling us what they know and what sone of us
don't know. So the nore information we are getting into
the neetings, | think the better off, but in some ways |
think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oi
devel opments, we are just not going to stop them

W need to find -- | mean, they need to cone up
with sonme kind of oil spill response that will work,
actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a
spill, stop it fromcom ng ashore, try to contain it in
the little area that's already affected. | think that's
one of the biggest worries that | have is oil spil
contai nnment and cl eanup because it's inevitable. It wll
happen in smal|l amounts or in large amounts. |t doesn't
matter.
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That's -- that's contam nating our food out
there. It's like our garden. It's like you using
pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are
trying to eat. It's the same thing. It's killing off a
| ot of things.

But | amin full opposition of offshore
drilling. | have been living off the land ny whole life.

| can't really think of anything else to say,
but wel come. Thank you for com ng, getting infornation,
and | really hope -- | really hope it's heard. | hope our
voice is heard, and not only heard but put into the
t hought and make themthink about -- think about these
things that they are trying to get information on, not
just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.

You know, we -- 1'd like to see some like -- I'd
like to have themnotify us, you know, talk to us back
not just us talking to themand telling them you know,
what we think. | think they should -- | think they shoul d

- | think we should hear their voice back after they get
all this information. And after we give the information,

| think we could get some infornmation back on what is
goi ng to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this

stuff that we tal ked about. That would be a lot -- that
woul d be a real positive thing.
As | said, I'min full opposition. | like -- 1
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| ove ny subsistence way of life. And it's never going to
stop for me. I'mjust hoping and |'mpraying that it's
not going to stop for our future generations that are
going to cone.

| know there has been a lot of fighting for the
way of life that we live. You know, the oil drills up on
the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they
try to take away our bowhead living. They are trying
to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, |ike
popul ations of all of our animals, and they are trying to
take actions before they -- before they come up with any
kind of results. You know, it's nice for people to cone
up here and get the information fromthe people who
actually live up here and see it every day of our |ives.
Even if it's the snallest aninmal that we see running

across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.
| can't put it any other way.
But | really do oppose offshore oil drilling.

["min full opposition to that. And everybody who tal ked
on the mke, they are in full opposition, but the way I
see it, | think it's going to happen anyways. They are
going to go out there and drill offshore. 1It's going to
happen anyways, even without our opposition.

It will help alot for each and every entity
that comes up here we can give information to and try to
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get, you know, oil spill response teams in these
conmunities that we live in. W reside here year-round,
and we are not going to nove.

| think me and everybody el se here would like to
have sone good part of our population trained or at |east
know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.
| think we need -- we need these coastal comunities to be
trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill. |
know there is -- there is corporations that give a limted
anount of people, two or three or four people, who go down
and they will leave town for training, this oil spill
training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- |
mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.

W need a comunity to know what's going on with
the oil spill and know what to do. | think it takes a
whol e comunity to understand that. And |'msure
everybody in this comunity, if they are trained and if
they know how, they will give a hand. They wll |end
their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain,
try to protect our way of life.

That's another big thing with all this oil

devel opment. | think every coastal comunity shoul d have
at least a crew of people who know how to operate
machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not

just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah,
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wel I, we are going to have this contained and everything,
but they are going to be providing -- they are going to
say, yeah, we are bringing nmoney up there. W are going
to clean it up, giving you noney, putting people to work,
but that's the people that they already have trained to do
that kind of job. And | think -- | think they should cone
to every conmunity and at least train as many people as
they could and get that thought in their mnd so we know
howto do it so we are able to do it.

| think that's another big thing on this
offshore drilling. Wen an oil spill does happen, you
know, | think every comunity shoul d know what to do, not
turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to cal
peopl e and ask, okay, what do we do? W don't know --
that woul d be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a
community |evel to have nobody know what to do here. |
think that shoul d be another strong -- another real good
| dea.

| think I've said pretty nuch everything I coul d
think of. I'msure there is nmore but, you know, |'m-- |
said -- | said | think -- | think | said what counts, so
wel cone and thank you. Thank you for your time. Thank
you for letting us speak.

And you know, we are providing information. So
| think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to
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the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups. And we woul d
li ke feedback on it. W would |ike feedback. W woul d
like for themto, you know, at |east come talk to us and
tell us, okay, this is what we do for your conment that
you said, you know.

V& need some kind of feedback for that. W
didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that
we did get. But feedback to us would be -- would be
hel pful. That would be -- that would nove us to the next
| evel of understanding, to the next |evel of conments and
everything that -- everything that we tal ked about so we
don't keep tal king about the same thing over and over.

We would like to see sonething done about it and
sonething -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done
so they could nove on to another concern. But | think
that's all | got to say.

And | hope everybody cane to an understanding
about all that. So thank you and good evening.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch
Wl | said, and you will have a chance to speak again. W
have been at this for a while. | know we have got to give
our recorder about a ten-mnute break. So how about we
take a ten-mnute break. We will all come back and go
around the roomagain. W won't |eave until everybody is
satisfied.
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(A break was taken.)

DR JI M KENDALL: W notice it was pointed
out by one of the comunity menbers that sone people
arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again
so we are all on the sanme plate, |'ve asked Sharon to cone
up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so
that everybody understands why we're here.

M5. SHARON WARREN: | was just going to,
rather than go -- unless you all want ne to go through the
flip chart again, | can just kind of summarize what we
tal ked about. So what's the preference?

MR WLLARD NEAKCK:  Sunmari ze.

M5. SHARON WARREN: Ckay. Wy we are here
today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ccean
Energy Management, Regul ation and Enforcement, is seeking
your conmments on the Revised Draft Suppl ementa
Environnental Inpact Statement. Copies are on the table.
W are here because of a court litigation that was done
back in 2008 prior to sale 193. And the Court told us to
go back and to readdress the concerns.

So those are the three concerns we are
addressing in that docunent is what the Court told us we
had to do because our El'S was not adequate on natural gas
devel opment or on the mssing information that we stated
in the docurent. So we have to follow the regulations and
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go back and do it.

In addition, after we published the draft
suppl enental EIS, we came up here, got the commnity's
conments, got public coments, over 150,000 conments.
VW -- alot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater
Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what woul d
happen if there was a very large oil spill. So we went
back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill. And
so that is in the docunent. So not only do we have the
information that we had in the last draft SEI'S, we also
had information on what it would be if a very large oi
spi |l woul d happen

W need your conments. W need your conments.
V¢ need any traditional know edge to take a | ook at our
docunent. The due date for public comments and your
comments are due July 11th. W are using regul ations. gov.
There is information on the table on the website to howto
submt your comments. |If you have got any questions on
how to submt those coments, we have a tel ephone nunber
to our office in Anchorage. W are out of Anchorage,
Al aska. W are all Alaskans up here. So you can call us
and we can let you know.

Again, after we take your comments, we will
prepare a final supplenmental environnental inpact
statenent. This supplements the environmental inpact
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statenent that was done in 2007. And it will go to the
Secretary of the Interior who wll make the decision
whether to affirmthe |ease sale, the area that was
offered for lease in 2008, or nake some changes to it. He
can affirmthe | ease sale, keep the |eases, or he can
cancel the leases. It's all on the table. So he needs to
go back and make that decision.

Once he nekes that decision, it will be filed
with the Court. The Court has asked himto nmake that
decision by the 3rd of October. He will nake the
decision. It will be filed with the Court, and the
district judge in Alaska wll decide whether or not our
agency has conplied with the federal |aws of the Nationa
Environnental Policy Act and any other federal |aws that
were raised in the litigation to make sure the agency met
its obligation in doing that.

So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon. One
thing | want to add. And | heard this in this meeting and
at our meeting governnent-to-government this afternoon and
at another meeting. Sone of the El ders have said you have
been com ng up here for 15, 20, 30 years. W tell you the
same thing. Wll, it's not that we are com ng to bot her
you, thinking you mght change your mnd, but there is a
law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program
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and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.

VWi le you have this requirement, you al so have
new admi ni strations and new presidents and new Secretary
of the Interior and all those kind of fol ks. But because
of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a
requirement that we come back and speak with you. So in
many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that
peopl e have to come up and speak with you and nake sure
that's what it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that
was 30 years ago, it doesn't count. W can't do that. W
have to make sure we are talking with the communities and
your voice is heard.

And so it's kind of a bother. This is the best
time of the year for you. [It's gorgeous outside. |
understand bel ugas are comng. The fishing is going to be
great. And here we are at a neeting. But this is
inportant and this is what we need. So thank you very
much.

So why don't we start on this side of the room
Ckay. Sir, would you like to conment again?

MR NATHAN HENRY: First of all, Nathan
Henry. And I'd like to apologize. | was thinking that
maybe you guys were the ones that were conming in to the
ocean and drilling. So I'msorry about that.

DR JI M KENDALL: That's fine.
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MR. NATHAN HENRY: So just a scientific
question. Is the global warmng a natural cause or is the
gl obal warm ng caused of the oil being sucked out -- |ike
opposite frominsulation. You think that maybe that oi
down there will keep it cool and it's just being sucked up
and now it's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that
m ght be cause of -- part of the cause of the globa
war m ng?

DR JI M KENDALL: That's a good questi on,
and we can talk about that all night. This is Ji mKendal
speaking. Bottomline is, no matter what's causing gl oba
climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first
inthe Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have
to consider that in our analyses. But the jury is out on
what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is
happeni ng.

You are -- right here in the Arctic it's
starting first. And we have got to deal with it in our
analysis, as well.

MR NATHAN HENRY: There has been --

t hroughout the years and years there has been |ike
billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground,
and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place
like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago
or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oi
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was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big

maj or difference or there are still grounds -- there are
still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to
go there or are there different flowers grow ng out or,
you know -- | know that you can't stop the global warmng,
but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.

DR JIMKENDALL: It's in the record.
Thank you.

MR. NATHAN HENRY: Ckay. Thank you. Good
eveni ng.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. [It's Nathan
right? Thank you. Okay. Next?

MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.: Hello. Warren
Lanpe, Senior, for the record again. There was a couple
t houghts that did conme to mind within the short tine that
| had the mke. This ocean and where they are drilling,
where they propose to drill is right smack in the mddle
of our highway. It's like a highway, our food hi ghway
that our animals have to mgrate past us and get back.
They get to their feeding grounds. They get to their
grounds that they have babies. You know, they pass by us,
and they have to pass by us to doit.

Wth the oil spill happening out there, it's

going to halt the mgration. It will reroute the
mgration. It's just |ike when we are traveling to the
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store on the highway, a tree or sonething accidentally
falls on the highway, it's going to stop us. It wll stop
us fromgoing to the store. Same thing it will do to the
animals with the oil spill. It will halt the mgration
change the route. And it mght take years. It might take
20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this mgration
is going and, within that time, it will be too late.

And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oi
bei ng sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our
gl obal heating, global warmng, | nean, there is rel evance
that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they
are burning it. It makes carbon nonoxi de, carbon dioxide.
So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, |
mean, he's right.

But with our ocean and the drilling, | think --
| think most of their studies and | think nost of their
money that they are putting out for this energy, | think
it should be going towards renewabl e energy |ike ocean
currents. They produce energy. They have proven
technol ogy that we can get energy out of currents. W
have technol ogy that we can get energy out of the w nd.

W have a whol e bunch of technology that's
proven to convert to -- converted to this renewabl e energy
that we coul d use over and over, not like the oil and gas
that we burn one tine or -- you know, we could use the
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heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery. W
could use the heat off of it. But it's not the same.

| think most of this noney that they are pouring
out into getting energy, | think nmost of it should be put
to renewabl e energy. | think that's another big --
anot her big situation that, you know, they shoul d think
about and put to use, renewable energy. Wth that, we
could have renewable -- we coul d have, like, w nd turbines
here to have energy whenever we have wi nd instead of using
oil all the time to heat our homes.

And that's another part of the -- another part
of the situation that I'mtrying to understand and |'m
trying -- I"'mstill trying to calculate it in ny brain
that -- all these negative effects that are going to
happen to us. And once that happens, there is pretty nmuch
no way of getting it back. There is no way of making our
life the same. It's going to be changed, you know,
probably forever.

But | think a |ot nore noney should be put into
renewabl e energy instead of having all this wasted noney
of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and --
because a | ot of the noney that they put in, it's -- it's
alnost like a waste to me. They put all this noney in and
then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to
plan. Somebody el se stops and steps in and say, no, that
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can't be done. You can't do it that way. So all that
money that they use to try to come up with all this
information, it could have been used to, you know, put --
put it towards renewable energy. | think that's a big --
that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be
t hought of nore carefully, put nore information into
t here.

| think they should have a round of
i nformational meetings about renewabl e energy because |

think that's some -- sonething that -- that we would al
support instead of right now we are all in opposition of
offshore oil drilling, and if you conme up with renewabl e

energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy
or the wind providing energy for us, that would be a whole
change of story that would save our traditional cultural
way of life. It would save a whole culture, a whole group
of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.

| think most of us would -- we would be in
support of renewabl e energy because we are all -- we are
all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even
on our |and where we are opposed to oil energy, oi
drilling so much, but it's nore so far offshore. W don't
want it to happen. | think they should put nore --
more -- nore of what they have, their funds, their
t houghts, their energy, put nore of it into renewable
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energy. | think that's -- | think that would be a -- that
woul d make a whole lot more of Al aska happy.

| think that's -- that's a -- that's a big
thought, too. | think that's -- that's what shoul d
happen. That's what shoul d be happeni ng because oil is
going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now j ust
|'i ke our Prudhoe Bay is running out. W are going to run
out of oil. W are going to run out of energy. Wthin
that time we may have an oil spill. W may have
contamnation that's irreversible.

| mean, we go to renewabl e energy, we are -- we
will be able to make use of it over and over again instead
of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns
off into our atnosphere. It causes a chain reaction of
negative events.

And when | think in ny mnd, | think we could
use this -- we could be going to renewabl e energy, and
it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting
as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative
i npacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and
getting it ready for us to use and making it useful for us
to burn safely.

| think -- | think they should turn their head
the other way, turn it away fromoffshore oil drilling and
put -- you know, face the renewabl e energy because the oi
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is going to run out. Qur wind won't run out. CQur water
currents, they may change, but they are still going to be
there, not like the oil. You know, it's going to
di sappear. It's going to be gone. So that's a big
t hought .

| think more -- more thought, nore energy, nore,
you know, information should be put towards renewabl e
energy. That's something we would be in support of
because everybody -- I'm-- | think everybody that you --
everywhere you go there is going to be opposition. There
Is going to be strong opposition for offshore oi
drilling.

So if that could make it to, you know, the
deci si onmakers up there to -- | think they shoul d change
direction and start -- start devel opi ng renewabl e energy.
That's a big thing because | think a ot of us would be in
support of that. So that's a thought | had in mnd

So thank you very much.

MR. LEO FERREIRA, 111: Good evening. Leo
Ferreira, Ill, for the record. | just wanted to get out
sone stuff that | kind of left out. | can't remenber
everything, but | just wanted to touch a little bit on
science and the studies that's been going on. | don't

think the | ease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen
because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of
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our sea aninmals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our
seal s, and our bowhead whal es. There hasn't been a real
good study on our sea aninmals and how the effects of an
oil spill -- what the harns would be to them And so we
need to do nore baseline studies before the sale | ease of
193. There needs to be nore base study of our animals in
t he sea.
And another thing that the Coast Cuard, the

Coast Cuard ships, | already know that when they go out

here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how nmuch
oil isin there, that there will only be -- | understand
there will only be one ship for containnent of an oi

spill in case.

And Warren has a point about an oil spill that
the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the
outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spil
so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster
and wi || have nore people available. And that's just
anot her way of generating jobs up here on the North Sl ope
is w all live off of the land and sea year-round, whether
it be berries, tutu, caribou, nusk ox, polar bears, brown
bears, walrus, bowhead whal es, beluga, all the sea aninals
and land aninmals. That would hel p protect our way of
life. So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an
oil spill, we would |ike to have training
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And that's another reason why the sale of 193
shoul dn't happen because their response is going to be too
sl ow, especially when you have a Coast Cuard ship
stationed almost 1,000 nmiles fromwhere we are at right
now.

And since there is no scientific way of cleaning
up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice
conditions and the harsh environnent out here in the
Arctic Circle, if thereis an oil spill that's going to
affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our
bel uga, our walrus, even our sea bhirds that mgrate out
here when springtine has arrived, and also fall time is
what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way
of life as we know it to this day.

And | feel that governnent is not capable of
replacing our way of life for the great dollar. R ght now
that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this
village. W live off of welfare around here, and the
bi ggest job is the North Sl ope Borough, and that's about
20 percent of this village workforce. And the rest of us
are on wel fare.

| don't think sale 193 shoul d happen until sone
of these other issues are dealt with and nore studies
being done just in case there is an oil spill and we have
toclean it up. W feel like we shouldn't have to pay the
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price for an oil spill and then end up living off of

wel fare because the oil spill has taken away our way of
life out here in the ocean because we al ready know oil
kills off and kills off on land. It's going to kill off
worse in the water. And it's not just going to affect the
state of Alaska Natives. It's going to affect everybody
up here in the Arctic Grcle. It's going to chart a chain
reaction.

Just like with global warmng, it's already
starting a chain reaction. It's just the State ain't
going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have
a change in environnent up here because of gl obal warm ng.
So | hope that the federal government listens to our
conments and takes into consideration that what we have to
say will help nake these rules and regulations for the
of fshore oil and gas drilling for the federal governnent
with the oil industry.

Qur ecosystemout here is very sensitive to
pol lutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise
activity. W already know, know edge already tells us and
our ancestors already told us, and we even see it
ourselves and we live the [ife. W would be disturbing
our aninmals and changing our mgration routes. Warren has
a point there when he tal ks about the oil having an affect
on our aninals. He's right. It will change the
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mgration, or we mght not even be able to harvest our
ani mal s because of an oil spill

And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up
an oil spill. And we would very much like to see them
have sone kind of way of assuring us that in case there is
an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oi
spill. And we don't want to | ose our way of |ife because
we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away
our way of life. W already know. But we know we have to
try to balance things out and work with the federa
governnent and work with the Cbana Admi nistration so we
can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put
into effect so we could try to help our way of life and
sustain it the way we all cone to an understandi ng.

So | oppose sale 193. And thank you.

MR EARL KING K: Boy, I'd like to thank

Poi nt Lay. You guys say the sane thing Point Hope says.
You guys say the sane thing that Kotzebue said. And you
guys say sane thing -- | have been listening to this for
20 years. Every tinme BOEMRE comes to our conmunities to
tal k about offshore | eases, Point Hope al ways say no.
It's been -- ny father was against offshore activity, and
|"mstrongly against offshore activity.

| had a chance to go down to the GQulf when it
happened, and | w tnessed the government, the oi
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conpani es not really doing anything to try to stop that
spill at the Qulf. | seen some birds that | haven't seen
inalong tine, and | seen sone birds | will never see
again, |ike what has happened with the Exxon Val dez oi
spill.

One good comment | heard toni ght was M. Lanpe
He wanted feedback. He wanted BOEMRE to come back and
expl ai n about the comments that Salazar will be | ooking

at. So you see, M. Kendall, | think the Village of Point
Lay woul d I'ike you to come back and expl ai n about your
conment -- about their comments and how you are going to

submt it to Sal azar.

Before Cctober's decision, 1'd like to take al
the tribal council nenbers to Washington, D.C. when he's
going to make his decision. And ny goal is to pick up a
resolution fromall the tribal villages about opposition
to of fshore activity.

We all know in the past North Slope Borough has
been doing a lot of research in which our conmunities has
to have anything to say about. Even though we have got a
North Sl ope Borough Wldlife Conm ssion, our conmmunities
al ways ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.
So we in the communities don't really trust the North
Sl ope Borough or the State of A aska. W trust ourselves
because our traditional know edge is very strong, and we
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carry on for years. W don't wite in the book. Qur
ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by
wor ds.

| thank you very much fromthe bottom of ny
heart about your conmments. |It's very strong, nake ne feel
real good that you guys are against offshore activity.
l"mgoing to do a radio talk show at KBRWIlike | did at
KOTZ, making ny report what kind of neeting you had at
Poi nt Lay, what kind of neeting we had at Point Hope and
what kind of neeting we had at Kotzebue. Hopefully I"l]I
be able to make it to \inwight.

| haven't heard anything nuch about baseline
studi es about our wildlife, but all I heard was oil spill.
Everywhere | go to, we talk about oil spill. So you see
"Il send a nessage to Sal azar, M. Salazar, people of the
Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part
of the ecosystemin the Arctic, want to protect the
wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the
peopl e for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our
cul tural people together, the wildlife that keeps our
people united, wildlife that woul d make our people work to
good and be stronger.

So you see, M. Sal azar, we are in heavy
protection. W need heavy protection fromoil devel opment
in the Arctic; not only oil devel opment, but the
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transportation routes comng from Europe going to Asia
fromthe Northwest Passage.

So thank you, M. Salazar, for accepting ny
request. Thank you.

M5. JOANNE NEAKOK: |'Il share this.
JoAnne Neakok, for the record. | just want to share that
I"d like to support ny grandchildren and ny children and
my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is
deci ded for whatever they can use for energy, you know, |
really -- | really oppose offshore drilling nyself.

But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.
And we are so spoiled, |ike someone nentioned here,
because we can just turn on a light switch and we don't
have to hang dry our clothes. And we don't have to, you
know, wal king for transportation, but I -- | really feel
that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we
are being attacked either way.

And | love going out to the ocean with ny
husband. W share a lot of good times out there. Brings
us joy to our famly when we bring hone something fromthe
ocean. And when the captains bring hone a whale, it's a
happy occasion for the community. It brings the conmunity
together stronger, and we are able to work with each other
hand in hand. And it's a blessing, the ocean. It brings
life to everyone, you know.
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For me it was scary to even ride out there on an
18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or
the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, | think
about how mighty CGod is out there, controlling the waves.
And you know, | say a prayer for anyone that goes out to
hunt, that God will just bring them hone safely. |'msure
everyone does that in the conmunity, not only nyself and
Wllard or, you know, other famlies.

And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry
about hunters out in the wintertime. W are having to go
search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and | ook for
the person. And that's, you know, gas, using gas.

But | wanted to say that sharing our food from
the ocean is always a blessing to bring people together,
and that's a strong, you know -- | think it's strong
enough to say that it pulls the famlies together. But |
want to share from Genesis I, Verse 10. "And Cod call ed
the dry and earth and the gathering together of the
waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good." And
| -- 1 see it that way. You know, it's a bl essing.

Thank you.
MR. WLLARD NEAKOK: My name is WIllard
Neakok, for the record. | have three nore itens that are
related to offshore drilling which I'"min opposition. But

first, you know, a few people would | ook out the w ndow.
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Look at the sky. Fifty years ago, for those that remenber
t hose days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky
wasn't that light. What is it? Maybe powder bl ue

Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago

maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that. If
you | ook at the childhood pictures where your parents are
taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute. | want to take

this picture. And if you look in the background, |ook at
the sky. You know, for us, 50 years plus, |ook at our
childhood pictures. Look at the sky. You will see the
difference. They were a lot bluer than that, all because
of emssions fromfossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't
regul ated, car engines that weren't tuned up. And |'m
sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they | ook
outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day. Fifty years
ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a lot nore
bl uer than what we see today.

Just think about it. Even pictures back in the
days, you look at them you will see the sky a lot nore
bluer, nore colorful, you know. W are seeing a blue
planet froma satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet;
but then a |ot of people don't think of |ooking up and
seeing blue sky no nore. | noticed that |ike maybe 20
years ago. Qur skies are changing.

Wiy is that? And nowadays, |earning from
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em ssions fromfossil fuels unregul ated, you know,
emssions fromall the different countries that we have.

But three other things that | wanted to nention
is the sound that your drill rig will nmake. 1'mgoing to
use Kivalina as a subject. Thirty years ago, you know,
they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.
Before then, you know, they had bel ugas, they had whal es
mgrating through their ocean.

And then they built that Red Dog port, and all
the noise comng fromthat port was affecting the
mgration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.
Now t hey have to go 30 mles north just to try and harvest
bel ugas, bowheads. They never had that problem before
sound start being emtted fromthe ships that are going in
to Red Dog port.

And if we have that up here, you know, right
where | ease 193 is going to be, who knows what our
mgration route is going to be for the bowheads or
bel ugas.

You know, sound travels quite a ways on the
water, a lot nore further than on |and. Another thing
that's why I'min opposition of offshore drilling.

Another thing is where sale 193 is, | had to ask
Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam | had to ask
hi mwhat that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal. And
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right there on the north side of where they want to drill,
the south side of it is where the current goes. And on
the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.
They got clams, they got nmussels; you know, whatever they
need. It's a small area, but that's where the wal rus goes
to feed.

| learned that. You know, I ama walrus
conmissioner. And | just |learned that just in February
when we had a neeting with Shell GI|. 1In fact, Shell Ol
and we had an Eskim Wl rus Conmi ssion neeting al nost a
day apart fromeach other. | learned where they wanted to
drill. Next day | learned that is where the |argest
concentration of clams and nussels and where the wal rus
feed.

And if we have an oil spill, the current is
going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah
Shoal .  And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats
that, then, you know, they are doomed. Where are you
going to go next? That's another thing. That's why I'm
in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.

It mght be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the
hottest -- nore inportant that the wal rus has been using
for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.
Now t hey have to swm®60 plus mles just to cone to |and
and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go
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feed.

Losi ng one thing just because we want to gain
anot her, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know,
have |ights, have gas to run around by boat, snowrachine
aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are
in opposition. W are trying to bal ance everyt hing.
That's why, you know, we say what |'ve heard here tonight,
you know. Let's deplete whatever is on land. There is
ANVR  There is all different other places here in the --
or the Lower 48, | should say, that there m ght be
potential for oil. Canada, even

W are so dependent on trying to provide our own
United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know,
produci ng our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we
still order from you know, other different countries.
And now we have a small version of, you know, oi
produci ng at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably,
what, 15 percent of the United States consumng oil.

That's another thing. | like the idea of, you
know, renewabl e energy, you know. W are in the 21st
century. Wiy can't we produce sonething to -- that wll
be renewabl e, sonething that we can use to run our
generators, run our snowrachines, run our boats? W have
technol ogy out there.

It's like Warren said, let's use that money to
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try and find sonething that we can renew every -- even if
we have -- you know, we have cel| phones. W have
canmeras. W have, you know, renewable, rechargeable
batteries. Wy can't we do sonething to substitute fossi
fuel s?

Soneday we are going to run out. That's why we
need the technol ogy to recognize and figure out what we
can use to renew our way that we are so used to

Wien we first came here, you know, we had to go
find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our hones. W had
to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a
little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.
You know, we are accustoned to it. It was introduced to
us.

Now, you know, with the technol ogy we have
today, |'msure that, you know, scientists -- you know,
sonmebody will come up with something that we can use
rather than it will be there forever. Maybe someday our
skies will start turning darker blue than what we see now.

And | think the last thing I was going to talk

about was what are we going to do if -- if this
exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case
scenario of large oil spill. W don't have the capability

of having staging areas for booms, for vessels. O osest
one is, what, Kodiak. O Prudhoe Bay. They have a sml
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one, but not enough to contain what may have happened |ike
in Prince WIliam Sound or the Gulf of Mexico. \Were are
we going to stage it?

| go out one day and start seeing big containers
of boom big, you know, boats out there. W have |ike
six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and
every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of
every sunmer. \We utilize alnost every one of them You
know, where are we going to -- mght take four or five
days before we finally reach or they finally reach with
adequate boom material to stop the stemof spreading.

Sure, Shell said that they are going to have
boom cl ose enough on their different ships. They are
going to have boom But what if it's bhigger than the
Exxon/ Mobil e [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big
as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico? They don't have
enough cont ai nnent boorms to take care of the oil spill.
Wiere are we going to stay? Take four or five days for,
you know, a ship to cone up with enough contai nment.

| heard sonmebody say, what about the oil under
the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.
W have a |ot of noving ice out there. W have a |ot of
underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on
the surface of the ice. You know, who knows where it's
going to go? Q1 conpanies say, yes, we have the
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technol ogy on howto do it. But how are they going to do
it underneath the ice? QI is lighter than water, and it
can travel with the current.

That's why | said earlier, you know, all the
ot her coastal villages on the west coast of Al aska are
going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing,
tar balls being washed ashore. | heard about plankton
the mcro-organisns. |It's going to domno effect to --
frommcro-organisms to the bowhead. It will do that,
like | said again earlier, we |ose everything. W |ose
our way of life. Like what | heard from Sophie, we |ose
our identity. We lose our identity because we take care
of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us. W need to
take care of the ocean. If we |ose that, you know, we
| ose our identity. W are going to have to live off the
| and.

A lot of people -- we need different foods. W
get tired of hanburger, pizza. That gets nonotonous.
CGetting tired of this l|and-based food or MDonald' s or
Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever. It gets old. W
need sonething different in our diet. That's where the
ocean cones in. |If we |ose our ocean, we | ose everything.

And | hope that M. Salazar will hear our voice,
under stand what is going to happen if we have an oi
spill. | hope he understands that traditional know edge
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that has been passed on to us fromgeneration to
generation by word of mouth. |If he hears that, | hope,
you know, he does not nmake this a reality because we are
the ones that are going to lose. W are the ones that are
going to lose. W are going to be going to the store. W
are going to be going inland.

But yet, you know, we have currents that go up,
or rivers fromthe ocean. Can go at |east maybe 15 niles
inland before we, you know, when | first moved here, we
had to go inland to get fresh water. Sonetimes we had to
travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the
water, still alittle salty. W have to go further up
You know, if we don't have contai nment booms, we have
currents that go inland fromthe ocean, it's going to
af fect whatever animals that we have in land, too. That's
a scary thought.

But those -- like | said when | first started
speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see
our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when
I"mtal king about. | just hope that M. Salazar wll make
the right decision so we can pass the traditiona
know edge that has been passed on to us to our children,
our grandchildren, and hope they al so pass their know edge
that they |learned fromus to continue to do the things
that we have enjoyed here in the small village. That way
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they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you
know, we have |lived off the ocean for thousands of years
and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.

Change of diet, change of food. Once in a while
we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the |and
and off the ocean, you know. That is what we use the
most. There is natural resources, the natural foods, that
has been provided by -- we don't over harvest. We
don't -- waste anything.

So you know, | hope M. Salazar hears our
testimonies, not only fromthis village, but any other
villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are
tal king about. | hope that M. Salazar makes the right
deci sion. Thank you.

MS. SOPH E HENRY: This is Sophie Henry
again. Just to add on kind of what Wllard was just
saying, but fromny experience -- | noved up here nine
years ago. And nine years ago when | cane up here, there
was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.
V¢ had to chase themoff of the runway for the plane to
land. | mean, it was overloaded w th caribou.

And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coa
mne and they started having a helicopter, and traffic
went back and forth. Well, that -- you know, that changed
the mgration of the caribou, so that pretty nuch robbed
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our community of harvesting those caribou. Wll, now
VWashington or Shell G or whoever wants to, they want to
drill out here in our ocean.

Vell, if they change the mgration of our
whal es, all our mammals, you know, we m ght never get to
hunt that again. They may never come back up here. W
may never see them W may never -- we mght not ever get
to eat any of that food again. So they are pretty much
put inlike a teetertotter. Yeah, it's a good thing for
themto -- you know, for Al aska, | guess you should say,

to drill for the noney, but they rob us of our food and
our way of life and our tradition, you know.
And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they

are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and
pray that they listen to the communities and, you know,
give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and
the way our ancestors lived. And hopefully, you know, we
see the other side where we can, you know, continue to
live this way and not get robbed of our manmmals. You
know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition
and our way of life. It would just be nice for once our
voi ces get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just,
you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would
be a lot better than offshore, | should say. But that's
all.
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MR WLLIAM TRACEY, JR.: WIIliam Tracey,

Junior. Inupiat nane is Agpaaqtuaq, naned after ny aaka,
grandnot her Dorcus Neakok. | was born in Barrow, raised
here in Point Lay all ny life. Went hunting. | al nost

lived like a nomadic life when | was a kid with ny
grandparents. W would travel up and down the coast by
boat. Warren Lanpe could attest to this. He was there
for alot of it, also.

W traveled by boat. W lived in a tent. And
what we caught was our dinner, our |unch, our breakfast;
bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks,
eggs, fish. And we would hunt these animals, get our
fill, come back here, put themin the cellar and do it al
over again, canping up and down the coast fromlcy Cape to
Kut chi ag.

Wntertime we would continue that. W would go
to land into it ice fishing and caribou hunting. During
the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too
hot or too many nosquitoes to butcher the caribou. W
woul d | oad the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and
find a piece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the
ice. This would be June, July, all the way in August we
woul d have floating ice. W don't see that too nuch
anynore.

Now, | grew up hunting beluga and wal rus, and
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noi se pollution is a big thing when it comes to bel uga.
Learning fromour mstakes, we banned the use of ATVs on
the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise
fromthe ATV w il carry into the water and scare the
bel uga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to
herd the beluga. And we al so banned any aircraft flying
over the ocean or the lagoon during this tine of the
season because the noise of the plane will scare the
bel uga out and away. So we have our president out with
Era Aviation to stay away fromour hunting areas for
bel uga.

| hear a lot of people saying the ocean and | and
is |ike our garden. | don't know how many people in the
U S. have a garden anynore. Mre and nore people are used
to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway. | like to ook at it
this way: The land is nmy Safeway, and the ocean is ny
Samis Cub. | get all my bulk foods fromthe ocean, and
get ny canned goods and baked goods fromthe |and. Just
anot her way to understand how we use our |and and water.

Peopl e tal k about the ocean getting polluted if
there is an oil spill, all the animals and vegetation in
the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the
waters surrounding the spill. W see it on TV. Every
time there is a spill, they are cleaning animals. | don't
know how it would look if you see some people dressed up
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in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a
wal rus, even caribou.

If the lagoon got contam nated with oil, our
whol e entire Western Arctic herd uses our |agoon to get
away fromthe heat and the nosquitoes. You will see the
entire herd sitting in the lagoon. They will cross the
| agoon and wal k on the spit where there is | ess nosquitoes
and nore wind. They will cross the inlets in whole herds.
And | couldn't even imagine |osing that whole herd of
cari bou, a catastrophe |ike that woul d happen.

So thank you. Good eveni ng.

M5. MARIE TRACEY: H . This is Mrie
Tracey again. Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you
are listening -- and 1'msure you have listened to all of
us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it
may affect our life, our food chain. And | would |ike you
to please be our hero. We will be waiting for your
comment on what we have said fromour little Native
Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government. And I'm
so happy to be talking to you. | sure wi sh you could talk
back to me right now, but be our hero.

Thank you for listening to us and sending these
people here to Point Lay. They are getting bit by
mosqui toes, but I'msure they don't mnd. Good evening.

MR ROBERT SUYDAM Robert Suydam Fol ks
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have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how

i nportant the ocean and the land is. And so I'mnot going
to add much to that. | don't think that's kind of the
role for ny voice, anyway.

But | would like to say a couple nore things
specifically about the EI'S and the ways that | think it --
the agency shoul d re-evaluate, redo the EI'S between the
draft stage here and the final stage.

The first thing is lots of fol ks have tal ked
about the need for information and that there is nore
information that's needed, and that's absol utely true.
However, it's also true that we need to use the
information that's at hand correctly.

And so, for an exanple, on page 106 under the
section of cetaceans and effects fromnatural gas
production, it says, gray whal es, bowhead whal es and

hunpback whal es have been shown to -- "that received
| evel s of inmpulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to
cause avoi d avoi dance behavior." And this is just not

true. The bowheads are actually nuch nore sensitive to
sound. And the available |iterature says they avoid
received levels of industrial sound oftentines down to 120
dB. So the statement here is msleading at best, and

pl ease make sure that the right information is used to
eval uate what the potential inpacts are fromthe
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activities under the EIS.

Mtigation measures, there is a section in here
that's not very thorough, and it references back to the
original 193 EIS. And there are some things that have
been said today that | would like to reenphasize that the
agency needs to consider as mtigation measures.

Zero discharge is one of them Shell has agreed
to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't
agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea. And that
shoul d be a standard mtigation for both areas. Certainly
sone di scharge occurs early on in the topple, but nuds and
cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those
types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean
because it's people's gardens or Samis Clubs, or whatever
it mght be. So zero discharge is a best available
technol ogy that Norway inplenents and shoul d be
i npl emented here, as well.

Many tines beluga hunters here in Point Lay in
the past have told ne they don't want any industria
activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or
until the beluga hunt has occurred. So that should be a
standard mtigation to protect the beluga hunting here in
Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the bel ugas
t hemsel ves.

No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O NO Ol WDN -

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNREPLOO®O®MNOOTON™AWNERO ®©

Page 95

the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of
July. Fol ks have tal ked about wal ruses and seal s haul i ng
out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.
Mtigation neasures need to be in place to make sure that
those wal ruses aren't disturbed, that stanpedes aren't
occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane
traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas. Lots
of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea. They need to be
protected fromoil spills especially, but also from
colliding with ships. So the appropriate |ighting needs
to be a standard mtigation neasure in the EIS.

Inthe fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are
starting to hunt bowhead whales. The ice in the
springtinme isn't as good as it used to be. So it's harder
for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring. So
VWi nwight is an exanple. They hunted a bowhead | ast fal
for the first time in along, long, long tine. Point Lay
has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.

So there needs to be a closing date or a w ndow
when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in
order to allow for bowheads to be available to the
communi ties here for hunting.

Many peopl e have tal ked about oil spills, and |
don't need to go into that too much nore, although | woul d
like to add one thing. The Deepwater Horizon incident
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showed that oil conmpanies aren't prepared to respond to a
large oil spill, even though they say they are. In
reality, things just don't work the way they would |ike
to.

| think the same is true here for the Arctic. |
think if oil conpanies are allowed to drill -- or before
they are allowed to drill, they should denonstrate their
ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water
seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered
season. So nore enphasis needs to be put on the ability
of companies to respond to an oil spill show ng that they
can clean it up

" m pl eased that BCEMRE deci ded to eval uate the
inpacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea. And
there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to
respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to
respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that
matter. W don't know a | ot about the surface -- water
circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's
really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or
the fate of spilled oil. What beaches mght it end up on?
And that information will help for deploying oil spil
cl eanup equi pnent before an acci dent happens.

| know that your agency, Jim is trying to
gather some of that information, but a ot nore is needed
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before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work
out there.

The issue of dispersants and how the di spersants
themsel ves affect the animals, the plants and manmal s in
the ocean is needed. And are dispersants actually better
than just letting the oil be out there by itself? These
are really inportant questions that remain to be answered.
And if people are going to dunp dispersants on the oil but
it actually nmakes the situation worse, that shouldn't be
considered. So we need nmore information before we try to
use things |ike dispersants.

And finally, | wanted to make a coments on
cunul ative inmpacts. The revised EI'S has about 13 pages
related to cumul ative inpacts. And unfortunately, that's
not sufficient, and unfortunately the cunul ative inpact
section doesn't even include eval uation of what a |arge

oil spill mght -- how that mght contribute to cunulative
| mpacts.

So even though the judge didn't tell you to
evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been eval uated
in the cumul ative inpact section, as well. And | think

that shoul d change between now and the final EIS.

That assessnent, the cumul ative inpacts
assessment section, is also not sufficient because it
doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are
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foreseeable, that are knowmn. There is oil and gas
activities that are going on in both places. | know that
Russi a has seism c shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this
year. Wy isn't that considered in the EIS? If | know
it, certainly the federal governnment knows it.

So pl ease nake sure that the cumul ative inpact
section is conprehensive and does include all of the
foreseeable activities that are occurring. And those
activities need to include areas where the animals that
occur here, where they go to. And that includes Russian
waters and the Bering Sea.

And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in
Japan earlier this year, and a nucl ear power plant has
| eaked radiation, and we have received |ots of calls
suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be
i npacting the subsistence resources. And so ny suspicion
is that radioactive inpacts to resources up here is
probably mnimal, but | think it needs to be eval uated,
especially in the cumulative inpacts section. Monitoring
needs to occur, and that needs to be eval uated.

And then one final statenment on nonitoring
that's in the mtigation section. There is a statenent
that oil conpanies need to do resource-based nonitoring.
They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.
And | think that the agency needs to require that the data
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that the oil conpanies collect on environnental issues,
not fromwhat's happening in the drilling or what's
happening -- or the data they get back fromthe seismc
exploration, but the environnental data needs to bhe
publicly available. They are using a public resource, and
all that information needs to be available for the public
to evaluate, as well.

Thank you again for hanging in here late into
the evening and for taking comments fromne and ot her
fol ks.

DR JI M KENDALL: We are not done yet.
Don't go away. Back here. Anyone?

MR. NATHAN HENRY: Before I go, | have one
more before | go. Nathan Henry, again, before | |eave.
Let's see. | think that oil spill was in Louisiana
somewhere. |'mpretty sure if sonebody knew that --
nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill,
probably. ['mpretty sure if sonebody knew that there was
going to be an oil spill, I'msure sonmebody woul d have
went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- | shouldn't
say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them
|"mpretty sure that people woul d have went to the ocean
and got as much as sea life as they coul d possibly get and
store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.

And we don't know if there is going to be an oi

Midnight Sun Court Reporters





O© 0 ~No o b whN PP

NNOVMNNOMNNMNNNNRPRPPRPRRRRERRRER R
OB WNEREPROOWOWMNOOON~AWNIERERO

Page 100

spill out there or not. Should we go out there and
sl aughter the aninals, the sea |ife before the oil does
or -- we don't know.

DR JI M KENDALL: Good comment. Thank
you, Nat han.

MR. DANNY PIKCK, JR : Danny Pikok, for
the record. | heard a lot of good testinmonies in just a
short few hours. And | just want to | et everybody know
that | keep hearing we, we, we. And when | hear that word
we, we are tal king about everybody, not just the Arctic.
W are tal king about the United States, our nation. And
just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up
here, it goes around the globe. So if we have an oi
spill up here, it's not only going to affect us. It's
going to affect wherever that current is going.

And | believe that, you know, God hel ps those
who hel ps themsel ves. So help us help you. Let's work
together. W are united -- what's that word united neans?
W are as one. So let us be a stepping stone. W are in
control. This is our nation. W work together, and by

saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in
control.

Just like | mentioned earlier, let's keep
drilling on land. Let's deplete the oil on land before we
even consider drilling offshore. You know, just take the
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Qilf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in
the ocean as we speak. And we have a spill out here, we
are going to -- we are going to nodify that spill

So | just want to let who is going to decide to
| ease that sale, | want to let them people know that, you
know, it's not only going to affect the people of the
Arctic; it's going to affect them too.

And | encourage to be against offshore drilling,
especially up here in the Arctic. In that way we may
encourage industries to look into conservation. Conserve.
Quit making our notors eat gas. Make themsmaller. W
are going the wong direction. Just like Wllard was
mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our
fossil fuels.

There was anot her testinmony about using natura
energy. | believe that just by making this decision and
not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole
nation, everybody. And | just want to |et whoever is
going to decide to do the | ease know that you are going to
affect not only us. You are going to affect everybody;
the whol e nation, the whole world. And | just want to
see -- | don't want to see offshore drilling. | don't
want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through. And | want to
see conservation. You are doing this nation a favor. You
are going to help us learn to conserve.
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| mean, take, for exanple, our I|nupiat values:
Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, hel ping each ot her.
Just like one testinony, talk to farners. Don't shut them
down. By shutting them down you, are encouraging oi
industries to drill where they want to drill. Wi is in
control, fossil fuel hunters or the farners? W are al
farmers here. Native peoples in the Arctic, we are
farmers

Just like one fellow nmentioned, the ocean is our
garden. You know, just look at it that way. So we have
an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our
garden and it's going to ruin our nation. W are -- we
the people, we are in control. Wo is in control? W
are, not the oil industry. So please do not dril
of f shore.

And | hate to admt | ama former oil conpany

empl oyee. And | have seen directional drilling. Take
that into consideration. Keep the -- keep the rig on |and
and let themdirect their drill to the oil, not -- not put
ships in the water. Take that into consideration.
Thank you.

MR DELBERT REXFORD: Del bert Rexford, for
the record. |'d like to echo many of the concerns that
have happened. 1'd just like to add that when -- what's

your name, Sir?
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DR JI M KENDALL: Ji m Kendal |

MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Jim when you talk
about 35 years of testinony, | had the privilege of being
a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on
over the years. And one particular El der was so
frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since
the discovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay. He said --
he told ne to translate this. (lnupiag.) It is tineto
ki ck those regul ators and agency people in the butt. |
couldn't find the heart to translate that. But he said
translate it.

And this is the frustration of 35 years of
repeating our testinony, of repeating our concerns, of
repeating protecting our way of life. And when you talk
about cunul ative effects, you are not even considering the
fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin
Crui se ships comng through Barrow, through Davis Strait
and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side,
estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian
side in the nane of international trade and cargo
delivery.

Al'l these cumul ative effects are not even
included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease
Sale 193. And the amount of sewage or debris that may be
di sposed of into the sea. And as Danny stated, all these
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currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm
QI f streamor the Pacific stream or the Bering Sea, the
Arctic Ccean

Geenland is proposing to go offshore. The US
Coast Quard has already identified hundreds and thousands
of vessels over the years that will go through the
Nort hwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering
Straits in the name of trade and cargo. Yet, Lease Sale
193 is right on the mgration path of the bowhead whal e.

| don't know if you receive any of John Gitta's
e-mails, but you should -- you should -- | think it's
right smack in the mddle of it. Wen we had our Barrow
whal i ng captain's association neeting, right there. The
Al aska Eskino Waling Conmi ssion opposed the offshore
devel opment of Lease Sale 193 because of that very
concern; not only that, noise pollution.

University of Mam 20 years ago proved that a
marine mammal can hear 100 mles away. And when -- when
then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nel son Lagoon, we had to
travel 80 mles to catch whal es because of just the
generator running. No exploration activity, no drilling.
Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson
Lagoon. Eighty mles away we catch our whales. And by
the tinme we took the whales into Barrow, they were
spoi | ed.
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I's this what we can |l ook forward to in the
future? Do we have to travel further to catch whales in
the fall tine and tow themin and the meat is no good by
the tine we get themto shore? That's not what we want.
Wiat we want is fromour country, fromour nation

From Secretary Sal azar what we want is the
assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the
ecosystem the food chain will be all protected. WIlard
so el oquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the
mussel beds on the shoal. Critical habitat.

Wien then MVS decided to have the NPRA | ease
sale -- this is shocking. Wen they proposed to have the
NPRA northwest |ease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon
fromWainwight all the way to Icy Cape was critical
habitat. Ch, just a mnute. It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.
It goes all the way to Kutchiag, 100 miles of it.

So how is BCEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of
| agoon that is considered critical habitat in their
previous | ease sales within NPRA? Are they going to
determne the entire 100 mles of |lagoon critical habitat?
That needs to be considered seriously.

A lot of things have been said, but they have
been said fromthe heart because of the concern for our
garden, our air, land and sea. Unlike any other
industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.
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But you take a | ook at the cunulative effects in Nuiqgsut,
surrounded by oil and gas industry. The traditional |and
use areas haven't been inpacted. Now they go as far close
to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were
accustomed to harvesting within close proximty to

Nui gsut .

s this what we can look forward to in the event
that Lease Sale 193 does occur? Marine traffic increases,
marine vessels increases, air traffic in the nane of
hel i copter or other support, airborne traffic increases.

BHP al one affected the caribou here in Point Lay
when they did a short little study. That's conmon
knowl edge in the conmunity. And these are concerns that
we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in
VWi nwright, and el sewhere.

| do believe that as people, ny fellow triba
menbers as a tribal council menber with the Inupiat
Communi ty of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about
airborne pollutants, things that are emtted into the air.
And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, it's
cold and then so they drop into the water. So they becone
wat er borne pol lutants and then drop down to the bottom of
the ocean. |Is this sonething that our future generations
will have to live with?

| think when you tal k about cumul ative effects,
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you need to | ook at what the Coast Cuard is saying as they
work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are
| ooki ng at Nonme or other areas in Alaska for a deep port
so that maritime vessels can even increase right through
the mgration, right through our ocean.

These are cumul ative effects that need to be
wei ghed and consi dered; not just the |ease sale itself,
but all of these cunulative effects. You are talking
about increased em ssions, carbon dioxide, carbon
monoxi de, other pollutants into the atnosphere.

They have |ikened the Arctic to a canary in a
mne, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive. And
this is a beluga harvesting conmunity. [It's a whaling
community. So when Sal azar wei ghs these things, are we
another Amazon? Are we another Indian tribe in the
statistic in the future? Are we like our Native Anerican
I ndi an brothers and sisters whose | ands have been
expl oi ted, whose |ands have been taken in the name of
resource devel opnent? |s this what we | ook forward to for
future generations?

Look at the cumul ative effects. W know that

Hol I and, Princess and all these cruise ships -- | don't
know how many people go into that cruise ship, but 1'd
i magine 500. | don't know. But that's a lot of waste

that also goes into the waters. And the United States is
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working with Canada to make sure that those maritine
routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our
subsi stence way of life, also.

But I'd like to thank the comunity of Point
Lay, you know. | love to visit Point Lay because | get a
chance to go beluga hunting, have sone fresh muktuk, visit
with famly and friends.

Just like Barrow. | nmean, Barrowis just right
on -- right on the sane route that this thing is going to
hit. [It's one current, three currents. Coing north,

going south, as Wllard stated, currents underneath.
Because what we do during the whaling season is that we
drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice. W go 10,
20 fathons to see which way the current is comng and
going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.

It's not just the surface current that Robert
alluded to earlier. It's also the current the undertow
that is there. And if globs of oil go to that current,
how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean
it up? We don't -- we don't hear any answers fromthe
i ndustry.

But ny late father worked hard to protect the
bowhead whal e and nmake sure that we continue to harvest
the bowhead whale. And | think for those of us that are
whal ers, we continue to do so because it is our way of
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life. It is our tradition, our cultural heritage. That
is far richer than any cow or any chicken can be val ued.
Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products
reap the benefits, but it's not the sane. There is no
spirituality linked with it.

Li ke when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whal e,
when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner
satisfaction that you feel whole as a person. |It's not
the sane with hanburger. It's not the sanme with chicken.

But thank you for comng. | always feel at hone
in Point Lay, and this is the nost beautiful season of the
year. You are here when something very beautiful happens.
And thank you for coming. | do hope Salazar |istens, that
it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the
interest of national security or national interest.

But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian
tribe, overwitten, discarded and honel ess. W don't want
to be that because this is our hone.

Thank you.

M5. MARIORIE PIKOK LONG H. M nane is
Marjorie Pikok Long. | agree with Delbert. He said |ike
35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for
sonething. That was 35 years ago that this is still going
on. | was seven years old. And nowit's happening now.
I"'m42, and | have to speak for ny kids because he
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spoke -- his parents spoke for him |'magainst the
proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling. He's
right. W can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know,
animal s i ke down states can do. What we get is fromthe
ocean. It comes by itself naturally. It's the nature of

life. We don't go and find it. It cones to us. And we
need that. |It's |like the beluga harvest is only once a
year.

And just that once a year it's a joyful thing
because we barter the food that we get fromthe bel uga.
Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our
muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other
villages that got the whale. But now that we've got the
quota to get the whale neat, now you guys want to go out
and go offshore drilling. You guys mght as well take
away our hunting for the whale.

And | don't want to see that because ny boy,
he's 19. He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is
about because it's being passed on not just from our
village, but people fromother villages that do whale,
they come and help us to teach our kids and the villagers
how to get a whale. And | hate to see that gone, too
because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the
food they provide us. They provided us with the food and
everything, not just our Elders use it for nedicine. CQur
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kids, they get sick, the nedicine that we get fromthe
clinic doesn't help.

The oils, sometimes the nothers rub it on their
kids' chest for their cold, |ike you get thick gunk,
nuvuk. | don't know how you -- but nuvuk is sonething
that's, you know, something that's not good to have when
you are sick. And the oil that's used to help |oosen up
the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they
feed thema teaspoon full of that, too. And that helps
those kids get better because the nedicine doesn't work at
the clinic. And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's
hard to get nedicine out here, too. |It's hard to get
anything out here to the Bush area.

It took two weeks just for a loaf of bread to
finally come to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks
sonetines just for hamburger meat to cone to Point Lay.

W can't afford a $520 trip fromhere to Barrow to go from
here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our incone

al one. Sonetines our income alone doesn't make it through
the whol e two weeks to buy our groceries. W have to live
off the food that we have.

So our kids are not just being raised by the
wei ght of the -- how they are being raised right nowwth
the Wiite people's way of eating, you know, eating but
they are al so being taught with our culture. So we're
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still trying to adapt to their way and our way. And it's
not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different

cul tures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us
grow up just being people and not to have to worry about
food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to
worry about buying gas. You didn't have to buy a bullet.
But now we have to adapt to this.

You guys have given us all these privileges that
you guys do, like the whaling. W finally got a quota for
the whaling. W had to fight for it. | nean, our Elders
didn't have to do that then. They went out and got a
whal e.

And it's harder for us to see our kids have to
grow up this way. | know for ne it is. |'mspeaking for
my baby in ny stomach right now. | want ny baby to grow
up to do what | did, to be able to eat what |'meating and
not have to, you know, cone to these kind of neetings to
be the voi ce.

You know, it should be stopped. Just, you know,
stop it. Somebody has got to stop it for us because we
may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the
power to stop it. And | hope sonebody out there steps up
toit, you know Listen to us. This is our way of
living. Thank you.

MR. ROBERT LI SBOURNE: Robert Lisbourne,
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for the record. W say no to offshore drilling. W wll
continue to say no. So if the government goes out and do
this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing
fromus. Wat would happen if | stole sonething fromthe
governnent? | go to jail, right? W have no authority to
do that to the governnent.

So this is very serious. It is our land. W
will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for
t housands of years. So |'mjust saying if they go out
there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill,
there goes our food. That's our land. No nore use for
our land. It's stealing fromus. So thank you

DR JI M KENDALL: Anybody back here? 1Is
it time for a break, a ten-mnute break? | see a couple
heads shake. Wiy don't we take ten mnutes, and if people
want to continue to talk we are going to stay.

(A break was taken.)

DR JI M KENDALL: Ckay. | think everybody
isinthe roomthat's sitting down. And we have gone
around the roomtw ce, and we want to nmake sure no one
| eaves feeling that they didn't have their say. So
i nstead of going around the roomagain, |'mjust going to
ask, who wants the m crophone

MR. W LLARD NEAKOK: Thank you. Wllard
Neakok, for the record. ['mnot going to speak for the
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| ease 193 at this tinme, but I'mgoing to speak for another
village, which is the village of Nuiqsut. | know they are
going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ccean.
And they are surrounded by oil conpanies on |and. They
have to go 30, 40, 50 mles just to go inland to go hunt
caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep. And now they are
going to drill on their ocean

They are covered by three sides, east, west, and
south. And now | feel sorry for Nuigsut for oil conpanies
closing their back door to their -- their ocean. And if
that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqsut is going
to be surrounded conpletely. They have to go further out
to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they
m ght get.

W care for each and every one of our villages.
Wien we hear sonebody hurt, gets hurt in a different
village, you know, we -- we have our synpathy towards
them their famlies, their friends. And now their whole
village is going to be affected by closing their back door
and start having an oil conpany out there drilling. And
they are a lot -- you know, the |ease sale that's
happening over there is a |ot closer than Lease Sal e 193.

You mght be able to see that oil rig, drill rig
out there, that ship, you know. | just wanted to, you
know, |et M. Salazar know that, you know, if they |et
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these | ease sal es happen, the exploratory drilling happen
they are just closing their back door to the Village of

Nui qsut. Because | don't want to have this happen to them
li ke what's happeni ng now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill
rigs all over the place. And now you are going to have a
rig out in the ocean. Now they are going to have to go
further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there m ght
be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a
month or so.

You know, that will cost the oil conpani es nmoney
each and every day when they are not drilling. But they
got to think of feeding the village for the passion that
we have of living off the ocean. | hope that -- you know,
i f anybody goes to Nuigsut, | hope this is passed on to
themthat another village cares for other people, other
villages here on the Slope. W are all related sonehow,
sone way. | have relatives in Nuigsut. | have relatives
in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage,
whet her by famly, extended famly, by blood, by marriage.

You know, | just feel sorry if that goes
through. And even over here, too, if |ease 193 goes. You
know, people make decisions in the Lower 48. Like soneone
said, they don't care what happens up here. W care what
happens down there with all the storns, all the oi
spills, you know. You know, it affects us, too
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spiritually, nentally. | hope it doesn't happen to us,
you know. | would say that |'d hate to be those people
goi ng through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.

| hope there is a lot of conpassion out there to
say | hope that, you know, the |ease sale doesn't go
through and it's been approved for oil to be explored,
drilling because, you know, like |I said, we care for each
other. W are supposed to care for each other. You know,
we send noney to different parts of the world, you know,
in case a natural disaster happens or what |ike happened
inthe Gulf of Mexico or at Prince WIliam Sound. W
don't want it to happen to us.

And when | wote ny article for the newspaper,

you know, | don't want to see what coul d happen to our
animals, our way of living. | don't want to see what
happened down there happen to us up here. You know, we
have a I ot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea. W have
a lot of crabbing. W have, you know, walrus, narine
mammal s that are going to be affected, not only here on
the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia,
G eenl and, Norway, currents that not only goes through the
Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, ChukotKka,
all different countries if an oil spill |ike what happened
in the Gulf of Mexico.

But most of all, you know, if the other |ease
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sale in the Arctic Ccean happens, you know, the Village of
Nui gsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting
a back door on them | don't want to see that happen.

You know, | care for everybody here on this earth.

So I"'mgrateful that folks came here and get our
testimonies. And hopefully M. Salazar, like | said,
makes the right decision to where we can live our way of
life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do,
what we hunt and share.

If you look at all these pictures here on the
wal I, you know, we have spirituality over here. W have
t oget herness on the other one. And all these pictures
behind you, you can see the smles on the children's
faces. Over here, you know, we have old pictures,

'50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that
passed on their know edge on how to take care of the
ocean. W have a picture here of us whaling, not only us,
but different other villages along the coast, all up and
down the west coast of Al aska down to King Island.

You know, if we let the oil conpanies come and
drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it
affects those people down there, too. You can see the
happiness in the kids. |If we take that away, if we |et
sonebody take that away, our heritage, our way of I|iving,
our animals, we won't see those smles.
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W will be asking ourselves why -- maybe M.
Sal azar mght say, why did | do this, why did | say yes to
exploratory drilling. Now |ook what happened. They have
no animals. They can't hunt bowhead. They can't hunt the
bel uga. They can't harvest walrus, seals anynore because
| said yes to exploratory drilling.

M. Salazar has a | ot of weight on his shoul ders
and, | hope he doesn't make it a | ot heavier by saying yes

to exploratory drilling.
Thank you.
DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, WIlard.
Anybody el se? | have an open mke. |'mnot going to go

around and bot her everybody. |Is that you, Nathan?
MR. NATHAN HENRY: Nathan Henry here
again. Tal king about the oil, maybe scientists should try

and do a |little experiment, like putting oil underground
and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it
and see howlong will the oil -- see if the oil wll keep

it cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know,
conpare like -- because | think if you take a mllion
gal lons of oil underground out, it mght warmup because
maybe the oil mght be keeping the ground cool .

And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably
cause the ground to get warm and there is a big gap -- |
think | said that one time. There is a big gap when they
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enpty out the ground fromthe oil. There is that big gap
VWiat do they do? Do they fill it in or leave it enpty?
DR JIMKENDALL: It fills in.
MR. NATHAN HENRY: By itself?
DR JI M KENDALL: Usual ly with water or

salt or sonething.

MR NATHAN HENRY: But does that warmthat
area up?

DR JI M KENDALL: | don't know.

MR NATHAN HENRY: See, we don't know,
either. And it would just be good if, like, scientists go
and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool
or the earth cool. I don't know. | just thought maybe

|"d say that. Good evening. Quyanagpak. Thank you.

DR JIMKENDALL: | will learn some of the
words. Anyone else? | still have the m ke here. 1It's in
my hand. It's still on. The battery still works.

MR. DANNY PIKCK, JR : Danny Pikok, for
the record. Prinme exanple is back in the early and
md '40s, we had the governnent stage with radar sites all
up and down the coast of Al aska and who knows where el se
And nodern technol ogy, state-of-the-art technol ogy, got
rid of those radars, and it cost the governnent nore noney
to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites. Al
the mess those radar sites caused. And just like deja vu.
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You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ccean for
oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so nuch
just to clean up a fraction of that oil. So I hope

M. Sal azar takes that into consideration.

Just like Wllard was saying he's got lots, lots
on his shoulders. And if that sale passes, it's going to
get worse. So | just hope and pray that he -- he nakes
the right decision. And again, |'d like to see the oi
industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider
drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, sir. Anyone
el se? Going once. You found soneone? Going once?
MR. DANNY PIKCK, JR: Danny Pikok, for

the record. Just to make one quick coment. | know oil
means nmoney, nore funding, and that's great. Just

drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean. No
of fshore, you know. More oil, nmore noney. Let's -- less

oil, nmore [indiscernible]. So we need to |earn to go back
to the old ways. And if we keep going in the direction we
are now, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are
just nessing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.
Let's go to natural energy.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Ckay.

Anyone el se?
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MR LLOYD PIKOK: Good evening. Lloyd
Pi kok. And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on
oi I, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a
popul ation bigger than Point Lay and there is a popul ation
bi gger than the North Slope, and their demand for oil is
bi gger than us wanting to stop it. And | believe it's not
if; it's going to be when they are going to start
drilling.

And what do you guys have planned for our
comunities to benefit off of this? You know, if -- the
way | feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the
poi nt where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a
renewabl e resource to live off of. And | feel like, you
know, you guys shoul d have sonething in position for us,
you know, |ike the students and the people that are
| earning here to give us sonething to learn so that we can
do it, because we know the environnent nore than --

You know, everybody has |ived off the
environnent for so long, and | feel that if you guys learn
and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give
everybody the proper training, that mght end in a safer,
you know, conclusion than just comng into our backyard
and start drilling. You guys should learn to train us and
give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are
going to do it and send people fromup there. And find a
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way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are
going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, | ust
give themthat proposal of, you know --

Because there are students and peopl e around
here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because
they know the way their environment is and they know
exactly how it works. And | just want to know how you
guys are going to make the comunities that you are going
to start drilling in-- if or when, how you are going to
make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this
oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just
going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are
going to take our |and.

And the oil, if it were to come up and it were
to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to
stop it? That's all | got to say. Thanks.

DR JI M KENDALL: And that's why we keep
going until everyone has a chance to speak. Wl said.
Thank you. Anyone el se? Anyone wants to speak again?
Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak? Good comments.

MR DANNY PIKOK, JR.: This just comes to
my mnd. | have been thinking about it for a while, you
know. The nmore oil we have, the price of oil goes down.
And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up
And that could help this nation to, you know, start
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conserving, conserve our oil, you know. | nean, if I'm
going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs me $12, I'm
going to be real careful how | use that gas.

Just take into consideration, M. Salazar. More
oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same. Less
oil, price goes up. The nore we conserve -- the nore we
hel p oursel ves, the nore we can help the planet.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. It's Ll oyd,
right?

MR. LLOYD PIKOK: Ll oyd Pi kok again. And
he's tal king about conserving our oil, and | think it
woul d be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that
can conserve our oil, you know, to nmake your dollar go a
little bit further, you know. Kind of invest in ways that
we use oil a whole lot less than when we did before for
those Toyo stoves and anyt hing.

You build a better environment for the oil to
keep going and we will have nmore oil. W wll have nore
sustai nabl e oi | because we know how to use it nore
efficiently. And | feel like if you guys are going to
cone in and drill, you mght as well find a way to use
this oil a whole Iot nmore sustainable than just, you know,
burning up half of what you are going to get because |
know t hat when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34
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pounds of carbon nonoxide. And that's -- you know, | was
taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.

And | mean, these houses run at like -- | don't
even know how nmuch, but it burns so nuch oil and that's
what's causing us to, you know, |ook for nore is because
we are burning nore of it. What if we learn to conserve
it in away, you know, into our building, into our
lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of
that extra dollar. You know, we run off that one gallon
of oil and we make it last as long as five, ten gallons.

And it would be nice to see if you guys invested
in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to
thi nk about, you know, letting this happen. And we would
be -- we would feel nmore, you know, safe. That woul d
cause the thought of drilling oil a whole |ot more. We
woul dn't need to drill so nuch oil if we knew how to use
it if we knew the efficiency of howto produce it and then
how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just
burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine
it and conserve it.

And that's all | had to say. Thanks.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Lloyd. Wl
said. Anyone el se?

MR LEO FERREIRA, IIl: Leo Ferreira, II1,
for the record. | guess | have a small, little conment.
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Just a crazy idea that | just thought of since | have been
hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we
hunt at and what we hunt because | already know --

al ready have a feeling that the federal government, they
wi |l take our coments and use it to make stipul ations and
regul ations for the gas and oil industry.

And | just had a crazy idea that since they are
going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if
they do find oil -- and they probably mght, but we don't
know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that
point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the
federal government should take into consideration because
every village is unique in their own way. Kotzebue
depends on fish. [It's their yearly supply for
subsi stence. Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale. And
Point Lay is unique to the beluga. And Winwight could
be bowhead and wal rus and so forth. So every village
lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle. But we
all depend on the same ani mals.

So if we get to past the exploration and get to
devel opment, | think the federal government should let the
outlying comunities regulate and nandate their own
wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are
trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest
our sea animals fromthe ocean and fromthe |and, that
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these stipulations should be in place to help us protect
our culture.

And | hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good
idea, | think, that we should get to regulate our own
seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we
can harvest our bowhead whal es or stop the ships for a
while so we can harvest our beluga. | think these other
villages mght want to do other things |ike they m ght
want a tine frame to stop the activity so they can harvest
their whal e when the whal es are passing by on their
mgration route.

That was just an idea. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Leo. Wth
those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's
comment be the last comments? Going once. Going twice.
You want to get the last coment?

CGood night. Going three times. Thank you very,
very much for hanging in there. W had a good neeting.
Good comments. And we will be back to share. Thank you
very, very nuch. Have a good night.

(Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2011.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
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1 A-P-P-E-A- .R- A-NGE-S 1 be unbiased.
2 U'S Department of the Interior: 2 The whole point of this meeting isto get
3 Eﬁaeéﬁf 8fr cgcmeeﬁtn; Energy Management. Regul ation 3 information from this community to help us make a certain
4 Dr. Jim Kendal | 4 document better because that document and the material
> Alaska Regional Director 5 that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker. The
6 Eng?gm\M‘Ng;gger 6 decisionmaker isthe Secretary of the Interior. He will
7 M chael Rout hi er 7 make the decision. We don't make the decision. Wejust
8 El'S Coor di nat or 8 package up the information that people have to give us.
12 Scott Blackburn L Editor 9 Now,my name isJim Kendall. I'mthe region?al
M chael Hal | er 10 director for the Alaska Region of BOEMRE. Carrying that
11 Communi ty Li ai son 11 chair over thereis Mike Haller. Mike Haller is our
12 Taken by: Mary A Vavrik, RMR 12 community liaison. He helps us make contact with the
13 13 communities to make sure your information gets into the
14 14 system.
15 15 Sitting down there is Sharon Warren. Sharon is
16 16 the project manager for this. She'sthe one that hasto
17 17 make sure everything works and comes together. Sitting
18 18 next to her is Michael Routhier. Michael isthe EIS
19 19 coordinator. Hetakes all the pieces and putsit together
20 20 from the scientists. And Scott Blackburn is over there.
21 BE IT KNOW that the af orementioned proceedings were taken |21 Hewastaking names. Heisour technical expert and
22 at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before |22 technical editor. Hisjob toisto make sureall the
23 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |23 informationwe get fromalot of different people flows.
24 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 24 All right. Now, the other person we brought
25 25 with usisextremely important. And that's Mary Vavrik.
Page 3 Page 5
1 1 Mary Vavrik isthe court reporter who istaking all this
2 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 2 information down. And | am breaking one of the cardinal
3 DR. JIM KENDALL : Before we do anything 3 rules. I'mtalking too fast. It'sreal important that
4 else, I'd like to start off with ablessing. And we are 4 Mary getsthis down. So whenever you speak, we are going
5 honored that Willard has agreed to give the blessing for 5 to ask that you say your name, speak slowly and loud
6 ustonight. 6 enough with the microphone that Mary can get it. All
7 (Blessing offered by Willard Neakok.) 7 right?
8 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much, 8 Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to
9 Willard. Well, good evening. Welcome to the public 9 open it up for public comment. And we are going to do it
10 hearing for the Revised Draft Supplemental Environment 10 alittlebit differently. After we ask if any of our
11 Environmental Impact Statement for 193. Thatisa 11 Elderswould like to make comments or any of the elected
12 mouthful. I'm not going to give you all the details on 12 officials, we are going to keep going around the room. We
13 that because we are going to have alittle bit of briefing 13 are going to walk the mike around to every single person
14 onthat so that we can start everybody off at the same 14 inthe room multiple times so everybody has a chance to
15 point. 15 speak. You can either pass or make acomment. Butit's
16 Now, who arewe? In the last couple of 16 going to come around again, and you can speak again or
17 meetings, we have had folks stop us ailmost halfway through 17 pass. We are going to keep doing that until everybody in
18 the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people 18 theroom feels like they have said everything they need to
19 are. Wdll, we are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy 19 say for us. Okay. We don't want anybody leaving this
20 Management, Regulation and Enforcement. We are afederal 20 room feeling that their voice was not heard. Okay?
21 agency bureau within the Department of Interior. We are 21 Now, with that, I'm going to quit talking, which
22 theFeds. We are not the oil and gas industry and we are 22 I'mreal good at. | never shut up. And I'm going to pass
23 not anongovernmental organization or an NGO. Our jobis 23 thisto Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are
24 to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Outer 24 here.
25 Continental Shelf. Weare unbiased. That's our job, to 25 MS. SHARON WARREN: Thank you, and thank
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you for allowing us to come into your community and
provide this information to you and to get the comments
from you because it's very important.

Why are we here today? We're here because we
have a specific document that's back on thetable. It's
the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193. And when was the
lease sale? The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.
We did an environmental impact statement in 2007 prior to
conducting the sale. There was six companies that bid on
the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas. We
offered 29.3 million acres, and 2.8 million acres was
leased. And that wasin 2008. And | know today is 2011.

So hereiswhat happened. Days before the lease
sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the lease sdle. They
alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EISto the
Court did not address the potential environmental impacts
that was necessary for usto do under the National
Environmental Policy Act.

So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EIS
on most part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns,
and he wanted those concerns addressed.

The three issues he wanted to address was, he
said the agency failed to analyze the environmental
impacts of natural gas development, even though there was
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receive over 150,000 comments.
And I'll turn the mike over to Mike so he can
tell you what happened next on this.

MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER: So as Sharon was
saying, we received over 150,000 comments on the draft
SEIS we prepared. And that'sin addition to all the
public testimony we received going around to all the
villages and then down in Anchorage. Many of the comments
that we received asked the agency to analyze what would
happen if something went horribly wrong and there was a
very large ail spill in the Chukchi Sea.

Asyou all remember, thisis coming on the heels
of the Deepwater Horizon event. Everyone has seen those
imageson TV. It wasand is of great concern to people.
We, as an agency, in reviewing the comments, considered
what can we do to address some of these concerns, and we
decided that the best thing to do would be to prepare an
analysis of the potential environmental effects of avery
large il spill in the Chukchi Sea.

Now, the term very large oil spill, what does
that mean? Well, we have a great group of geologistsin
our office, and we went to them and asked the question,
what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that
could possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.

And so they studied some data, and they
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industry interest in the natural gas and even though we,
in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil companies
that if they bid on the tract and issued and got alease,
that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the
oil. Sothe judge said you didn't look at the
environmental impact of that part of the process.

The judge also said that we failed to determine
whether the missing information identified was relevant to
the federal regulations. Part of the litigation that we
are in, there was an exhibit that was submitted and there
was pages of quotations out of our document that we said
we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there
was unknowns. So when we had that, there is aregulatory
process that you must go through to assess and determine.

The last oneisthat we failed to determine
whether the cost of obtaining the information was
exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown. So the
Court told us that we needed to go back, that we couldn't
do anything more until we went back.

So what did we do in response to the court
order? We drafted a supplemental environmental impact
statement to address the Court's concerns, and we came out
here on the draft SEIS back in November. Some of you may
have been at that public hearing. We came back to take a
look and get your comments on the document. We did
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basically provided us with adetailed scenario of what is
the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.
We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our
wildlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality
experts. And they looked at the scenario and then wrote
analysis on what the potential environmental effects could
be from such an oil spill.

It isimportant to remember that VLOSisa
hypothetical event. It'san extreme case. It'san
extremely large spill. And it's not -- it doesn't
represent any actual well that a company is proposing to
drill. It'sjust something we are using in our NEPA
analysis to inform the decisionmaker of the gravity of
these concerns.

A very large ail spill, as| just described, is
actually abit different than another term that you might
hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities
in general, that term being worst-case discharge. | bet
some of you have probably heard that term. Just asan
explanation, the term worst case discharge is a specific
term found in our regulations, and it's arequired part of
an exploration plan.

Right now we are at the |lease sale stage. There
isacouple -- thereis leases out there, and the
Secretary eventually has to decide whether he wants to

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(2) Page 6 - Page 9

907-258-7100





Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental Pt. Lay
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE June 28, 2011
Page 10 Page 12

1 reaffirm those or cancel some or cancel al those leases. 1 document.

2 Weare at the lease sale stage. If some leases were to be 2 Then what happens? We are under a court

3 affirmed and if an oil company were to down the road 3 deadline. We havelitigation. Judge Beistline said,

4 submit an exploration plan, then that exploration plan 4 fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill. It

5 would include aworst-case discharge. 5 isbeyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he

6 The worst-case discharge calculation includes a 6 said at the time that we really didn't need to hold public

7 lot moreinformation than the very large oil spill because 7 hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to

8 thereisaspecific company that wants to drill a specific 8 come out with this document again, back out to the

9 type of well in a specific location going out for a 9 communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the
10 specifictype of oil. So alot of the variables are 10 correct information in the document for the very large ail
11 known. Thereisalot moreinformation known. So the 11 spill. Sothejudge said, you know, you can go out and do
12 numbers might be alittle different. Thisisjust a 12 thosethings, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary
13 heads-up in case you see this other term come up. And 13 decision by October 3rd.
14 it'sthe worst-case discharge that is used to inform the 14 And so for usto have a decision so that the
15 oil spill response plan. 15 Secretary can make the decision by October 3rd, we will
16 So in other words, when the company prepares and 16 finalize the supplemental EIS, and it will bein final
17 stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they 17 form sometime in early September because it has to be out
18 will use aworst-case discharge as the basis for that. 18 there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be
19 MS. SHARON WARREN: So what do we need 19 made.
20 from you today? We need to have your comments on the 20 Again, thisisthe lease sale. Whether -- the
21 Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 21 Secretary can either affirm the lease sale on how it was
22 Statement. Asl said, we were herein November. We took 22 conducted in 2008 and the | eases that were issued; he can
23 your comments. And we now have another document for you 23 modify it; he can cancel the leases. He can -- everything
24 toreview. 24 isonthetable with this decision.
25 We are looking for your comments. We are using 25 And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four
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1 regulations.gov, and the website is here. We also have 1 processes, the stagesin the OCS Lands Act: The five-year

2 some handouts over there at the table on how you can 2 program, the lease sale stage, the exploration stage, and

3 accessregulations.gov. And then after the break -- yeah, 3 the development and production stage. So the decision

4 at the break that we will probably take, you can come up 4 that needs to be made, even though this document takes a

5 and see the maps that we have up on thewall. It shows 5 look at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS,

6 what the -- what the areais that was the lease sale area. 6 the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to

7 It shows what -- the aternatives, what was some of the 7 go forward with the lease sdle.

8 areasthat waslooked at prior to the decision being made 8 DR. JIM KENDALL: And when wasthe

9 onthis. Soagain, this-- thisisadecision that the 9 document made available to the public?
10 Secretary will be making. 10 MS. SHARON WARREN: We brought this
11 So after this public hearing, what happens next? 11 document out to the public -- notification was on the 21st
12 What happensiswe will take your comments that you 12 of May. And wedid -- around that time we sent it out to
13 provided us, and we really need them because we really 13 many of the stakeholders. The document was sent out. And
14 need to make sure that the document and the way we portray 14 then when we went out to the public hearings, severa
15 subsistence, the patterns, the migratory patterns, isthe 15 weeks prior to coming to the public hearings, we also sent
16 correct information that we have before us. And we will 16 documents out to the communities so that the documents
17 takethose comments that you provide to us. We will take 17 would be here when we also came here.
18 the public testimony, transcripts that we also have. We 18 DR. JIM KENDALL: And the comment period
19 will go through those to take alook at it to see where we 19 ends, again?
20 will make changesin the document. And so that what we 20 MS. SHARON WARREN: Yes. The comment
21 will haveisafina supplemental environmental impact 21 periodisJuly 11th, and we are using regulations.gov. So
22 statement that will include the transcripts, will include 22 please provide your comments by July 11th. If you have
23 our response to comments that people have provided us, and 23 got any questions, like | said, thereis a handout on how
24 also you will know where in the document that changes were 24 todothat. Onthelast page of the handout thereisa
25 made and how your comments were incorporated in the 25 telephone number to contact if you have any questions on
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1 how to navigate through regulations.gov, and we will be 1 didn't catch the beginning part. Areyou guys -- like,
2 more than happy to have somebody walk you through it from 2 what'syour situation? Areyou for oil, in the middle, or
3 theoffice. 3 you oppose it?
4 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon. Just 4 DR. JIM KENDALL: I'm glad you asked that
5 before | forget, we do have an interpreter. What happened 5 question. Okay. That same question was asked before at
6 toJames? Jamesisthere. He's offered to interpret for 6 another meeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at
7 usif weneedto. So please, if any of you feel that you 7 thevery beginning. We represent the Department of
8 want to use the interpreter, James, just tell us. 8 Interior. We are part of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
9 Now, the next part of thisis |'m adamant that 9 Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, and we are
10 everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says 10 theregulators. Okay. We are not for oil and gas. We
11 exactly what they are thinking. And we will stay here as 11 arenot against oil and gas. The mission we haveisto
12 long aswe need to. Thisisredly, realy important. We 12 make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is
13 are not the decisionmaker, but we have to take the 13 the Secretary of Interior. Okay. So | mean, my job -- if
14 information to the decisionmaker. And so when we send 14 someone asks me, | don't have an opinion. My job isto
15 this package upstairsin Washington, D.C., we want to be 15 get your opinions and your information to the top.
16 ableto say we went to everybody we could possibly go to 16 MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: Willard Neakok, for
17 to get theinformation for you to base your decision. 17 therecord. Isthistheonly -- | mean, you say alot of
18 And so that's what's before us tonight. And if 18 different other villages. Isit just for the outlying
19 you fed you want to think about it, that's fine. We have 19 coastal villages that you are getting testimony from, or
20 till July 11th. The document is back there. We have got 20 isit the whole state of Alaska?
21 CDs. It'sontheWeb. Thereistimetolook at it and 21 DR. JIM KENDALL: Basicaly thewhole
22 giveusyour comment to improve it. 22 sate of Alaskaand anybody else who wants to comment. So
23 Now we're going to open it up to public comment, 23 far now, we have gotten comments from Florida about this.
24 and we are not, of course, members of the community here, 24 Soit's open to the entire country and anybody else. |
25 sol don't know all the Elders. So | would like, first of 25 think | got afew comments from Canada, but for actual
Page 15 Page 17
1 dll, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there 1 visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:
2 are any community Eldersthat would like to start us off. 2 Point Lay, Point Hope, Wainwright, Barrow, Kotzebue. We
3 Would anyone like to volunteer? 3 had apublic hearing in Fairbanks and we have tomorrow
4 MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: I'm not an Elder, but 4 night in Anchorage. We can't visit every place, but we
5 I'vegot aquestion. Robert Suydam. Typically in public 5 need to visit places like Point Lay.
6 hearingsthere isn't a chance for questions and responses. 6 MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: Thank you.
7 Isthat how thisis going to be run tonight? Areyou just 7 DR. JIM KENDALL: Again, before we open it
8 taking comments, or will you answer questions? 8 up generally, are there any Elders that would like to
9 DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, we want to get as 9 gspeak first? Thisisreally important. And the reason
10 much from the community as we can. And we want to be 10 why | liketo push that isthat I'm abig believer in
11 careful. | mean, we could answer some very basic 11 traditional knowledge or traditional science, if you want
12 questions, but the fear isif we get too muchinto a 12 tocall it that. And my staff and | are working as hard
13 dialogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden 13 aswe can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects
14 thereis people around the room who don't have a chance. 14 of nature and observation and science in the document, as
15 Sosimple questions, yes, | think we can answer, but we 15 well. So arethere any Elders that would like to speak
16 have got to keep it going. And thereis alwaystime -- 16 before we start? Any elected officials, like maybe the
17 you can cal uson the phone. You can send us other 17 mayor? Okay.
18 questions. But the important thing hereis everybody has 18 In that case, then, let's start the process.
19 achance. 19 Andit getskind of fun. What side should | start on, or
20 So the answer to your question is halfway. We 20 should | start in the middle? I'm going to start with
21 just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of 21 you, Earl, and if you could pick which sideto go to.
22 people and other folks are sitting there wondering when do 22 MR. EARL KINGIK: (Inupiag.) My nameis
23 | get to say my piece. So alittle respect for everybody. 23 Earl Kingik. 1 come from Point Hope. I'm awhaler. |
24 BiIll. 24 belong to aclan called Qagmagtuug. | work for an
25 MS. SOPHIE HENRY : | have aquestion. | 25 organization called Alaska Wilderness League. We have
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been doing thisfor along time. Native Village of Point
Hope took the government, took our own government to
court, and you see what we come up with. Thisiswhat we
want to hear.

| am hereto listen to you guys. 1'm not here
to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you
guys are saying. And that way, whenever | go to different
villages, we will do it better. And hopefully we will
have Dr. Kendall give al the comments to everybody.

We had over 60 peoplein Point Hope. To my
feeling, 100 percent was against offshore activity dueto
oil spill and other issues that's in front of them. Our
people even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANWR so
they would stay away from our ocean we love the most, the
garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and
everything that's been going on for thousands of years.

It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to
you guys. Thisisyour chance, and we want to hear and |
want to hear from you guys, too. That will make my work a
little easier. Like somebody said, who all is going to be
giving comments.

| went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tribal
organizations. They passed a resolution opposing offshore
activities. | went to National Council of American
Indians. | asked for their assistance in protecting our
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their rigsand al their little vessels.

And another one is there should not be more than
one drilling operation at any time, not more than one.
And another one is the mud tailings that they will be
putting out into our ocean should not be discharged. Zero
discharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into
our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.

And I'll probably talk about more later on. And
I'll pass the mike on.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.
MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: For the record,

Willard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter,
aternate planning department for the North Slope Borough.
| am in opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore
drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier,
you know, if we have avery large oil spill, you know, we
lose everything in our ocean: Plankton, fish, sedls,
whales, walrus, whatever marine mammal that is out there
because we live off of those animals. It keeps uswarm
during the winter. Y ou know, we -- we do not waste any of
that food that we get from out there.

Y ou know, | wrote acomment -- | wrote a letter
in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, |
got alot of feedback from alot of different people
saying that, you know, I'm not, you know -- that I'm not,
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ocean due to the fast movement of the Bush era. The Bush
eragave us a big headache. Now we are going to haveto
kind of dow them down, and time-out is called upon them.

So thisis your chance to open your heart to the
garden you love the most, the garden that provides unity,
The garden that provides cultural activities throughout
the whole community because we are part of the ecosystem
here. The ecosystem shouldn't be messed around with.

Thank you.

DR.JIM KENDALL: Sir, you have the floor.
MR. JULIUSREXFORD, SR.: My nameis

Julius Rexford, Senior. I'm awhaling captain for the
Village of Point Lay. | also siton AEWC asa
commissioner, and | sit on -- | sat on the North Slope
Borough Wildlife Committee for about five or six years.
And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like
it's not going to happen, the opening of our Outer
Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about
stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and
to the BOEMRE staff and personnel.

That 60-mile buffer zone is something that needs
to bethere. | know that these shipswill be using low --
the lowest grade fuel to get out there and run their
operations. We need to put in stipulations on having them
use ultralow sulfur fuelsto burn in their ships and
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you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep
our homes going, cars and everything. | never even
mentioned about that. | know we need the fuel. | know we
need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our

lives.

And, you know, what can we do on land first
before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean
currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea. And it's
going to affect any kind of marinelife that isin there
if we have avery large oil spill.

Y ou know, Prince William Sound is till trying
to recuperate. But if you dig down afoot deep in certain
areas, you will still find oil. And what happened in Gulf
of Mexico, how many millions of gallons was, you know,
pouring out into the ocean? Took them four months to
finally cap that thing off, or close to four months. Y ou
know, if we have it here, we lose our wildlife, our
culture of hunting, whaling, fishing. We lose everything.
That's scary.

I want my kids, my grandkids -- like | stated,
you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, | want them to
enjoy what | have enjoyed while living herein Alaskain
Point Lay. | want them to taste the food that | have
tasted, | have hunted, | have given out, | have shared. |
want my grandkids and possibly my great-grandkids, too, to
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1 enjoy thethingsthat | have enjoyed because if we have a 1 ground. And that's ascary thing to think about. But the
2 very large ail spill, you know, we lose everything. 2 most scariest part is we lose everything.
3 The whales live off the krill. And those are 3 | lovetheway | have lived before, hunting,
4 little, tiny creatures. If we lose those, we lose the 4 fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has
5 whae. Wehave beluga. We have fish. The belugas eat 5 provided for us Inupiats. We are all up and down the
6 thefish. Thefish eat smaler fish, and so on and so 6 Alaskacoastline. I'm grateful that hopefully, you know,
7 forth all the way down to the planktons, micro-organisms. 7 our Secretary of Interior will listen, understand what |
8 Wehavewildlife. We have seabirds comes from asfar as 8 want to seein the future: Clean ocean, our wildlife
9 Argentina, South Pole coming up this way to migrate to 9 dtill out there.
10 be-- you know, repopulate. And we lose those, too. But 10 I know that global warming is making our ice
11 mainly, you know, from the ocean. If we have alarge oil 11 thinner and thinner, thinner every year. Pretty soon we
12 gspill, we lose everything, our way of life. 12 might not even have a North Pole. All it will beisjust
13 And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go 13 magnetic north, noice.
14 toour loca storeto try and substitute the food that we 14 A lot of things are happening globally, and we
15 have hunted for generations, from generation to generation 15 seeit up herefirst. We seethingsthat are going on at
16 that was passed down by word of mouth. No documented 16 Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills,
17 thingslike that on the board on how we do things. 17 devastation of animals. Might bounce back another 50 or
18 Our Elderstaught us how to hunt, how to take 18 60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the
19 care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the 19 store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food
20 land. We have awonderful state. We have awonderful 20 that we have enjoyed for thousands of yearsliving off the
21 village. We have awonderful way of life. 21 ocean, our garden. It'sscary, rea scary. | want my
22 If we lose our ocean, you know -- | don't know 22 grandkidsto, you know, enjoy the foods that | have
23 how many times | might have to say this -- but we lose 23 enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing,
24 everything. And if we start -- you know, the way that 24 subsisting the way | have enjoyed it.
25 global warming is going, pretty soon we are going to have 25 | better pass the microphone on. | get carried
Page 23 Page 25
1 ships coming from Atlantic Ocean coming thisway. They 1 away because | don't want to see offshore drilling. We
2 will be using that Northwest Passage. What about them, 2 seeoil companies say zero discharge, zero discharge.
3 that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils? And 3 Looks good on paper. Looks good when they talk to us but,
4 what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a 4 you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human
5 coastline, you know, full of shipsin another 100 years or 5 error. And that'stheir way of saying zero discharge,
6 so. Just like what we see down there in the Lower 48, go 6 dtill having oil spill.
7 all over the world, we have ships. If we go up north or 7 I'm grateful that, you know, hopefully our voice
8 down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty. 8 will be heard. Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of
9 Y ou know, that's a scary thought. | don't want 9 Interior will think about the statements that are going on
10 my grandkids or great-grandkids or even my kids to see the 10 right now, testimonies throughout Alaska or throughout the
11 devastation that we might have if we say go ahead and 11 world regarding the Outer Continental Shelf plansto drill
12 drill. Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves, 12 inthe Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ocean.
13 why did you guys say yes for them to go and drill? Now 13 So I'm glad that you folks are here. And I'll
14 our ocean doesn't have any lifeinit. 14 passit on. Thank you.
15 We have currents that, like | said, every 15 MR.WILLARD L. NEAKOK: How do | follow
16 coastal village and here on the west side of Alaskais 16 that? I'min the same position as my dad. First of all,
17 going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario 17 my nameisWillard Neakok, and | have no see -- no
18 have an oil spill like the onein Gulf of Mexico. Well 18 representative. | represent nobody. | just wanted to
19 havetar ballsfloating al over the place, washing to 19 represent the Village of Point Lay. Our people are
20 shore. That'san ugly sight to see all those peoplein 20 fighting people, and we have had to fight for our land.
21 Forida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up. Do we 21 We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are
22 want that? | know | suredon't. Even my great-grandkids 22 fighting for our ocean. So why stop now?
23 might even seetar balls keep washing ashore. We will 23 | mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like my
24 start smelling the oil like in Prince William Sound. Walk 24 dad said, welovethefood. We love doing all that. And

N
ol

around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the

N
a1

I may -- I'm one of the leaders -- drum leaders for our
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community, and | loveit. | loveit with apassion. And
you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for
successful hunting and celebrate life. Andsol aminno
position supporting offshore drilling.

MS. MARIE TRACEY: I'm Marie Tracey from
the Native Village of Point Lay. | work for our mayor's
office as acommunications liaison for the Native Village
of Point Lay, and I'm avolunteer fire fighter and a
volunteer ambulance crew member, and I'm a coordinator for
the volunteer search and rescue group, and I'm the ASTAC
director. I'mamother. I'm agrandmother. 1'm not
supportive of the drilling offshore, and | wish that they
would try and drill onshore before they try to drill
offshore.

And with that global warming that we have been
witnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of
walruses off our beach. | was born in the old site on the
sand spit across there. And about one mile north of the
village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at least ten
miles up the beach was |oaded with walruses. And then
when you look out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands
and thousands out there. And if you see our walrus
picture, the walruses, when they come on land, they are
right next to each other, real crowded and everything.

And that's how they were coming up on the beach.
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Suydam has been here, we have gotten awealth of
information about beluga. And they take samples.

And now we have aloon study going on. Daniel
Rizzolafrom UAF Fairbanks has been coming here for three
years to tag the loons, and he would also send us
information. It's amazing where these birds and where
these mammals go. And | would like to keep this going
because we are getting a wealth of information from these
people that come in to our village.

And Robert Suydam is getting old with us, too.
And he's bringing hiswife, here, too, which is great.

But | would -- I would discourage drilling in our ocean
because we have hardly had any caribou around our village
and that moves our meal from, like, caribou meat which |
grew up with asamain course of our medls, like
dinnertime and even lunch.

And especially, too, when our young ones go out
hunting or else we have searches like during the winter,
we would have some food for them, you know, like dried
meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food
out there when they go out. And sometimes we search for
days, and it's miles and miles of travel looking for
people and hoping to take them home dive. It'sjust so
hard for us up here, but we love our food.

We would like to ask our Secretary of State
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And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach,
they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with more
walruses coming up on the sandy beach, just really
crowded. And you could hear them. And when you look out
in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you
would see nothing but like brown spots, brown lines at the
distance, there is so many walruses out there.

If there is a stampede, then you could hear
their mourning, their loss of aloved one. It'srealy
sad to hear. And but when they came in, they were so loud
that the next morning | was talking with my cousin. She
said, boy, | couldn't leep last night. My neighbors just
like they were quarreling al night. | couldn't Sleep. |
told her those were the walruses out there making noises.
She said, oh, my, | thought they were my neighbors.

Anyway, but -- and then we have our beluga
harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.
We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here. He comesto
tag our beluga, and then when he tags them, he set them
free, and then they would monitor them because they would
have satellite tags on them. And then when he gets
information, he would giveit to us, and we would see
where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.
And it's amazing to see where they go because we have
never had thisinformation before. And since Robert
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[sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep
our way of life, please. Thisglobal warming isreally
hard on our walruses because they have to leave their
young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they
feed, and then they would have to come back to their young
ones because thereis no ice to rest on out there.

Anyway, I'll passthis on to Mrs. Suydam until
the next round. Thank you.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Good evening. My name
is Robert Suydam. I'm awildlife biologist with the North
Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management. I've
lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay
iskind of my second home and the folks here are my second
family, that we have been working together along time to
learn more about belugas.

And Marie, thank you for the nice things that
you have said but, you know, much of the credit goesto
the community and the hunters here for helping all of the
scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room
and others not here -- for the successes.
I'd dso like to say thanksto Jim and the rest
of the BOEMRE crew, BUMMER [pronunciation] crew, whatever
itis. Thanksfor coming to Point Lay and thanks for
coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the
residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask
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them about what they think about thisEIS. Several people
have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary
Salazar actually listens to people here that are more
directly affected by the actions associated with thisEIS
than most other people in the country. So because they
are -- therisk is greater for folks here -- the benefits
aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the
opinions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater
weight. And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely
to the things that people say here.

Jim, I'd also like to say congratulations to you
for your appointment as the state director. | think you
are agood addition to Alaska and the agency here.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: So welcome.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thanks, Robert.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: | have afew thingsto
say, and maybe I'll say just a couple of them now to start
with. And maybe I'll start with something that Marie was
talking about, which was science and the need for
information. And | know that part of your revised
supplemental EIS was about identifying information that
was needed and how much it cost.

And | haven't had a chance to review that
section of the EIS yet, but | think it's really important
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agency is able to continue to do that.

Asyou evaluate comments on your EIS, please
first take alook at the data gap analysis that USGS
recently did. And | think that's a pretty extensive
document, and it may be difficult and challenging for the
agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but | think it's
really important. It's available information about data
gaps, and please use that to make your EIS here more
complete.

So again, just emphasizing the need to use
information to make decisions, | think that'sredly,
really important. But | think there are some other things
that are also important.

In the document you talk about thresholds and
when athreshold is reached, that then the impact becomes
significant. On page 75, | think it is here, of the
document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on
subsistence harvest patterns occurs when one or more of
subsi stence resources become unavailable for a period of
oneto two years."

So essentially the way | read that isthat you
aretelling Point Lay and Wainwright and Barrow that if
the actions that result from this EIS could make
subsi stence resources unavailable for ayear or two, if it
was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's
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to highlight the need for information and using that
information to make decisions that | have been surprised
to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico
and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limited ability
of agencies to understand potential impacts or assess
impacts, especially to marine mammal populations.

Thereis so little information known about the
population size or status or health of those marine
mammals that being able to assess what the impacts were is
very restricted, very limited. Andsol think weareina
little bit better position up here that we know alot
about belugas, we know alot about bowheads and walruses
and other things, but thereis still very limited
information.

And so encouraging the agency not just to
evaluate what information is missing, but also make --
continue to make efforts -- | know you have made great
efforts here recently, and especialy in the last five or
ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please
keep doing that. Keep funding studies. Keep funding
studies to document traditional knowledge. Y ou know that
many of the people in this room know more about the
environment than any scientist or manager. So your
identification of traditional knowledge as being key in
making decisions | think isreally valid. And | hopethe
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more than that it would be. And I think that's
inappropriate.

| think that if the actions resulting from this
EI'S cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two
months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate. And
so in this document, previous ElSs and future EISs, |
think you need to change the thresholds that you use for
evaluating significant impacts, that the culture, the
people that live in these communities rely on subsistence
resources. The unique culture that is hereisincredibly
valuable, and saying that it won't be a significant impact
unless belugas or bowheads aren't available for two years
isjust not right and something -- the agency should
approach things differently than that and revise thisEIS
and make sure that future EISs are done differently.

I'll pass the mike on for now.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Robert. It's
great to bein Alaska. My wife is packing up the housein
Virginiaright now.

We are going to go around this way now and work
our way back. Okay? | have anice group of people here
inacircle. Would anyone like to take the mike?

MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Thank you. And
thank you for coming to Point Lay and helping our way of
life. And for the record, my name is Danny Pikok, Junior.
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And | am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity
becauseit's -- it's not just the oil spill I'm afraid of.

It's the noise pollution. And I'd like to see ail
companies exhaust the land before they decide to do any
offshore drilling of any energy resources.

And I'd like to see the oil companies focus on
natural energy. They are spending too much money to start
drilling offshore in the Arctic. They should spend their
money looking for alternative energy. | mean, just look
what happened in our oil field. We struck ail, it was a
big deal, and now it's gone. We had al that oil, all the
gas, dl the jobs.

It spoiled Native way of life. We are spoiled
now. | mean, look -- you go look in the beach, the motors
aretoo big. They burn too much gas. We get spoiled.
It's-- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled like
that.

And it's getting worse. And I'm afraid, you
know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling
because how are we going to run them big motors. It's --
it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to
old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big
motor and start drilling offshore? Just -- just noise
pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here. Thereis
too much wildlife, and alot of folks depend onit. |
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worse, and | want to encourage whoever is going to decide
to say yeaor nay on offshore, please consider the folks
that live up here. And I'm sure thereis other
aternatives besides offshore drilling.

Thanks.

MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Good evening. My
nameis Delbert Rexford. I'm an elected officia of the
Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope. | have the
at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, whichisa
federally recognized tribe. Very briefly, wejust came
from afour-hour seal hunt. We got one seal, not too much
fat onit. And asMarie alluded to earlier, some of the
global warming effects are affecting our marine mammals,
the health of our marine mammals. The emissionsinto the
atmosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where --
anywhere in the world within the industrial global
community contributesto all of that.

When the draft EIS came and addresses threatened
species or endangered species -- bearded seals, sedls,
polar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our
cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale. In
1977 when they banned whaling, it was the International
Whaling Commission, without knowledge, without
acknowledging Inupiat traditional knowledge said, no,
there is not enough whales. But since time immemorial
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depend onit. Our children depend oniit. It'sjust --
it's going to do adomino effect. It already has. It
started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.

And I'd like to see alternative energy resources
like the coal, natural gas. | don't want to see ail rigs
floating in the ocean and drilling. I'm against it. It's
just too much -- it's -- it's too much -- it's too risky.

It's very risky.

Just like Willard was saying, it's going to
start small and it's going to grow. If we start offshore
drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries
up here and start a highway, and we are going to lose a
lot of good resources our ocean offers. It'sjust -- I'm
really against any offshore activity.

And | mean, | grew up -- when | was growing up,
| remember riding in a skin boat, two horsepower motor.
That was good enough to get you there and back. You don't
carry 50 gallons of gas. You carry five gallons. Today
it's-- it's getting out of hand. Just even snowmachines,
four-wheelers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.
And we need gas. | know thereis oil out thereinland.
Focus on that oil inland. Exhaust that oil before you
start pushing offshore.

And | love my family. | love my people, our
people. And the way things are going now, it's getting
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through oral history, we knew there was more whales, but
there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert
isaware of.

The concerns that we have offshore is that the
equipment -- I'll take you back to 19 -- when the three
gray whales were stranded. The oil industry and their
state of their technology tried to save the whales. Lo
and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their
technology that they propose to use on cleaning up oil
spills. It failed, grossly failed. So it would have been
adetriment to take that equipment out to sea, out toice
and try to clean up an ail spill.

And we make good friends with the Russians when
the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales. A
simple icebreaker allowed the global phenomenon of three
gray whales to be expended to be saved.

The point is the industry has not proven that
they have the technology to clean under ice. And the
present technology is limited to certain height of wave
lengths. Those are limited. The booms are limited.

The -- the il spillsin the Gulf, the Exxon Valdez are
testaments to the fact that in amajor -- and you talk
about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels. | don't know what that
equates to in terms of gallons of ail. It underliesthe
technology is not there. The zooplankton, the

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(9) Page 34 - Page 37

907-258-7100





Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental Pt. Lay
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE June 28, 2011
Page 38 Page 40

1 micro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the 1 are endangering through potential VLOS, very large oil
2 food chain. 2 gpills. That'sthethreat that we are afraid of. That's
3 | mean, that's what we are concerned about, our 3 an unknown that we are afraid of.
4 way of life versus providing national energy to 4 In 1977 when the IEWC banned whaling, the
5 350,000,000 people who are driving on highways, who have a 5 analogy we used was that the buffalo was taken away from
6 lower cost of living allowances all across the nation. 6 the Native American Indians. Well, in 1977 they took our
7 Onegallon of milk is nine bucksin Barrow; $9. The cost 7 bowhead whales off, and suicides. The number of suicides
8 of living is high. 8 that occurred in those few years after that were -- were
9 Danny alluded to the size of the engines 9 astronomical. | mean, people lost a sense of
10 emitting alot of gases. It'sinevitable that they get 10 spirituality, a sense of wholeness, a sense of belonging
11 larger. We will consume more. 11 totheir own land and to the sea that provided for them.
12 Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope filed a 12 So whoever makes that decision to go offshore --
13 lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore 13 | attended in Houston the Outer Continental Shelf policy
14 drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that 14 meetings, and we encouraged impact hunting to those
15 would be emitted into the atmosphere, because of the 15 impacted communities. The federal government has only one
16 noise -- cumulative effects of noise pollution and other 16 impact program that they ever created on the North Slope
17 cumulative effects. 17 within NPRA. Those were the NPRA impacts. We went to the
18 And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and 18 Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for
19 that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation. 19 impact funds to come back to the impacted communities.
20 Very simply, it was that litigation that brought you back 20 Impacted communities include suicide, alcohol
21 tothe communities because at the time MM S did not do 21 and drug abuse, and other social norms that go way out of
22 their homework. 22 line.
23 So we came back from a four-hour hunt, my nephew 23 And these things BOEMRE, | don't believe, have
24 and hisgirlfriend. We just got back. Andto us, it's 24 considered at this stage because if you have, we would
25 Eskimo heaven. It'swhere our spirituality is-- is 25 like to see what you are offering to the community in case
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1 completed. What we can't get here on the land we get from 1 of anail spill.
2 the sea, the marine mammals that we are concerned about, 2 But I'm speaking on behalf of Inupiat Community
3 about being devastated in the event. And thisiswhat 3 of the Arctic Slope. | serve on the tribal council. I've
4 bothers our people. In the unlikely event of an oil spill 4 also served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmental
5 istheterm used in alot of these environmental impact 5 Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic
6 draft statements. If it wasinevitable, what technology 6 monitoring and assessment program within the confines of
7 do you haveto clean it up? 7 Inuit Circumpolar Conference as adelegate, as a delegate
8 When you look at the migratory -- what's that 8 tothe United States of America. And these issues that we
9 guy's name that sends us those bowhead whale migration 9 are asking and concerned about tonight are the same issues
10 maps? 10 that we address at the international forums, at the
11 MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: John Citta. 11 international regimes, that the Arctic nations, the eight
12 MR. DELBERT REXFORD: John Citta sends us 12 country nations regulate within each respective state.
13 e-mailsregarding the route. When you look at the 13 But | just want to emphasize that we do oppose
14 migration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack 14 offshore drilling. Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope
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in the middle of it. What has BOEMRE done to consider
that part of it, to mitigate any chances of adverse impact
on bowhead whales?

The community of Point Lay just went through a
very historical past three years. They just reactivated
bowhead whaling. They just landed their second whale.
And they are awhaling community. Not only that, the
beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Alaska.
| mean, it is-- every time | come down here for beluga
whaling, I'm at home because | don't go home empty-handed.

And that's the culture that you are -- that you
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passed aresolution opposing it because of the unknowns of
what would happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the
VLOS that you have noted should happen because we have
three currents.

Upin Barrow -- | can talk about Barrow. I'm
not sure about right here. Up in Barrow we have three
currents. They go north, they go south. And every
species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if
it should occur. How many gallonsis 150,000 barrels?
Can -- what's -- does anyone know?

DR. JIM KENDALL: It'sabout 40 gallonsto
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1 abarrel. 1 upwind and they smell their cologne, they are going to get

2 MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: About four-and-a-half 2 disturbed. They also get disturbed by noise when you

3 million. 3 are-- when you are kind of close to them, you will

4 MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Four-and-a-half 4 disturb the walruses by noise, too, also, but mostly by

5 million gallons? My lord. Do you have the technology to 5 smelling when they are out of the water.

6 clean that up if it happens under your theory of aVLOS? 6 We also have seen afew animals that we never

7 | don't think you have aplan. You don't because, like 7 seen before so much, like we seen akiller whale a couple

8 said, the industry tried their equipment to rescue the 8 yearsago, and that was during when we had ship activity

9 three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all 9 up here. Sowe see -- so we take that as a disturbance
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of their equipment failed. That'saliving testament that
the technology didn't work that they were proposing to
take out to the sea.

Well, I've taken alot of your time. | tell you
what. Y ou should spend time out in the ocean. Maybe you
can appreciate it and loveit just the way we do if you
get achance to get out there. Thereis no mosquitoes out
there.

But thank you. 1'm speaking on behalf of the
Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and | serve with
Sophie on that tribal council. I'vetaken alot of your
time, but those are the concerns that we have. Thank you.

MR. LEO FERREIRA: Good evening,
everybody. My nameisLeo Ferreira, |11, for the record.
So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be
implemented into this BOEMRE. Point Lay would like to
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from all the ship activity that was happening in the
Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down
south from us.

And all of us-- all of us peoplethat liveon
the Slope, all of us Nativesin Alaska been taught our way
of life, so we have alot of traditional knowledge to pass
on to the government so they could help get a better
understanding of how we want to live our life because we
have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return
we want to protect our way of life. We want the federal
government to start listening to what we have to say and
start putting these things down as our stipulations to
help protect our way of life, like the 60-mile buffer
zone.

And maybe another one would be like when we go
harvest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 43

have a 60-mile buffer zone instead of -- I'm pretty sure
it's standing at 15- or 13-mile buffer zone. We want to
move that up to a 60-mile buffer zone, not just for Point
Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villagesin the
Arctic Circle.

We also want another stipulation of one drill
rig -- one ail ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and
also zero tolerance of cuttings and mud in the ocean,
along with the ail, zero tolerance of oil discharge.

These reasons are for the disturbance of our
animals. We have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with
disturbance of our tutu migration, our caribou migration
route. We have we have had a coa mine going for awhile,
and all the helicopter use with coal mining has pushed
away our migration route. We haven't seen our migration
route come back closeto the village at all in about five
to seven years now.

And we just shut down the coal mine just not too
long ago in our -- | think it was when President Obama
went green finger on us. So we feel the impacts of
disturbance.

And we also know that our animalsin our ocean
are very sensitive to noise. | could use walrus as an
example because walrus are disturbed by even smelling
cologne or smelling cigarettesin the air. If somebody is
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during our harvests or no air activity along with our
beluga because our belugais very sensitive to noise
activity in the ocean from the ships and from sonar
activity.

And that's abig concernis all the activity
that's going to happen. We are not just going to deal
with oil ships. We are a'so going to deal with Coast
Guard ships. And they have helicopters, too.

And the other thing | heard isthat if thereis
going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does
happen in the state of Alaska, I'm most definitely
positively saying that our way of life will definitely be
disturbed because we are going to disturb our migration
route for our whales, bowhead whales, beluga whales and
the walruses. The migration routes for these animals are
going to get pushed away from our mainland, and it's going
to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are
going to have to go farther and farther offshore because
of too much ship activity out there on the ocean along
with --

Like | know like the ail spill, like Delbert was
saying, iswe don't know how -- federal government
scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up
an oil spill in theicy conditions out here. | know of
three ail rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina,
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1 and the federal government or the oil companies can't even 1 oail spill in Louisiana or somewhere like that? Deepwater
2 fix those, can't even retrieve them, those little oil rigs 2 Horizon. I'm pretty sure if somebody had said something
3 out there. Andif weleavejunk behind, we are going to 3 like before you guys start that oil drill up herein the
4 just pollute the ocean. If we have an ail spill, we're 4 deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, will
5 going to pollute our ocean. Once we pollute our ocean, we 5 you guys have homes prepared for those that want to leave
6 are going to lose our way of life. 6 thearea? And if you guysdo have adrill out there, if
7 Point Lay isatraditiona village. Welivea 7 thereisan ail spill, are you prepared to, like, move
8 traditional life around here. Thereis not much jobs from 8 some peopleif they want to move because, you know, like
9 the government or from our North Slope Borough. Our 9 it'sheing said our way of lifeisin the ocean and the
10 workforce around hereis about 25 percent. Twenty-five 10 land. And areyou prepared to -- not only for the oil
11 percent of thisvillage works, and the rest of usareon 11 spill but, you know, some people might say, oh, man, |
12 welfare. When we are on welfare, we live off the ocean 12 don't know if | want to stay here. Areyou guys going to
13 and off theland. All the animals, the caribou, the musk 13 have homesready, like Anchorage, inland somewhere?
14 ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted 14 Because I'm pretty sure that Exxon would have, like,
15 sedls, so-- 15 thousands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if,
16 And | aso know that because Point Lay and 16 you know, somebody like me said something like, hey, you
17 Kivainaand Point Hope are not in the NPRA,, if thereis 17 got homes prepared for usif you do have an oil spill?
18 anail spill, these three villages will have no royalties 18 And doesit matter what we say? Areyou guys still going
19 whenthereisan oil spill. | have been told we are going 19 togo out there and drill or what?
20 to bethelaborers. We are going to be the cleanup crew, 20 DR. JIM KENDALL: Those are good
21 andthey arejust going to get usfor thejobs. And here 21 questions.
22 weare going to lose out on it worse because we are not 22 MR. NATHAN HENRY': | mean, you hand me the
23 evenincluded inthe NPRA. We are outside of the NPRA 23 mike and | got something to say, too.
24 boundaries. 24 DR.JIM KENDALL: That'sfine. If you've
25 And so myself and with others, | oppose offshore 25 got something to say, we want to hear it.
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1 drillingand I -- | wish the federal government would 1 MR. NATHAN HENRY:: | saidit. Thank you.
2 listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell 2 MS. SOPHIE HENRY: Sophie Henry, for the
3 them. And we would like to control -- have control of our 3 record. I'm amember of the Native Village of Point Lay
4 Inupiat way of life for our animals. We want to control 4 or the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope. And if all
5 our own animals. We don't want the government telling 5 this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero
6 usour drill shipisgoing to be here and good luck on 6 discharge and all that. Well, it'slike buying a new car.
7 hunting your animals. 7 Everything you get is brand-new. It's not going to leak,
8 We want to have stipulations saying during this 8 but over time it leaks, you see. And that's just going to
9 whale time period, during our bowhead whale time period 9 cause aproblem and it'sjust going to be arolling effect
10 for that village, please stop your activity. You areon 10 of more problems, of course.
11 our areaand goes along down the coast, up and down the 11 And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince
12 coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with -- 12 William Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mobil [sic], you know,
13 wealso -- because we know thereis going to be 13 that problem just -- it's still adevastation in that area
14 helicopters flying up and back workers and everything. 14 for them, and if -- you know, if they were to drill out
15 And helicoptersisabig concern. It'sareal noise 15 here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they
16 factor, and we fedl it around herein Point Lay. 16 even know how thick theiceis, what's underneath theice,
17 We are the -- we are the ambassadors of our land 17 you know, what's there, like year-round? Y ou know all of
18 up here. We want to keep on being the ambassadors of our 18 that? You know all that? It's good stuff.
19 way of life. Thank you. 19 Anyways, you know, like the famous question |
20 DR. JIM KENDALL: | want to make sure we 20 have been seeing all over when they first started talking
21 get thisend of the room here, but Emma, do you want say 21 about it ishow on earth do you clean up an ail spill in
22 something? 22 ice; under ice, intheice. You know, how do you clean
23 MS. EMMA POKON: (Shakeshead.) 23 al that up? Andif -- thereisjust -- it'sjust
24 MR. NATHAN HENRY: Good evening. Nathan 24 irritating.
25 Henry, for therecord. Let'ssee. If -- what was that 25 Anyways, also | wanted to know, like, you know,

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(12) Page 46 - Page 49

907-258-7100





Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental Pt. Lay
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE June 28, 2011
Page 50 Page 52

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

kind of like what Willard said when he said that the
subsistence and stuff, they are our way of life. It's our
tradition. It'stheway welive. Andit'swhat the
Elderslived off of hundreds of years ago. We didn't
have, you know, what we have now at the stores. And we --
you know, if the Elders nowadays lose all of that stuff,
you know, the living Elders we have now, they are going
to -- if they can't have their -- if they lose their food,
their way of life what they grew up on, pretty much the
oil companies are basically, you know, letting the
Elders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the
food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on,
it'sjust arolling effect of our life.

And you know, it's just something we don't -- if
you asked me like ten years ago before | moved to Point
Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'm for offshore drilling, I'm
for it. Well, | moved up here nine years ago. For the
firsttime |l hunt. So | know, you know, what it islike
to have the food. | know how to hunt now. | know how to
provide for my family.

My kids are going to be eight and five. And
like my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou,
you know, beluga, whale. He prefersthat over, like, your
food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy. My son
prefers our food. And if he doesn't have that, well, when
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whales, we would rather everything else. They shouldn't
have the right to make the decision to take our lives,
basically. They shouldn't have the right to take away our
mammals, our -- you know, it'sjust our way of life. It's
our ancestors' traditions. It'severything. Just like we
don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't --
we don't get to take away what they love. They shouldn't
have the right to take oursis what | wanted to say.

Thank you.

DR.JIM KENDALL: Thank you. Okay. I'm
going to get everybody. We are going to take a break, but
we haveto go around first. Two folks here. Okay. |
want to go over here. Thank you.

MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE: Good evening.
Robert Lisbourne, for therecord. | am against offshore
drilling, any kind, because the person who | am today is
who | stand for. | am Inupiat. We are Inupiat. We -- we
have been hunting. We have the traditions we had for
thousands of years. Welive off theland. We live off
our food. It'sjust ablessing to be Inupiat. AndI'd
just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know,
for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.

I would just hate to see my kids and my
grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean
and our land is -- we live off the food, and it'sjust --
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he becomes a father, how is he going to have that for his
family?

It'sjust basically the oil companies want to
rob us of our livesbasically ishow | feel. Andyou
know, with them doing that and killing off what we learned
to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically
in away taking away our identity to a certain extent.

And | just -- | oppose offshore drilling 100
percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to make
the decisions to do this, | suggest them to actually come
here, rather than living in Washington making all these
decisions -- how would they likeit if, like, our
community tells them how to live their lives and take away
what they love? They wouldn't like that just as much as
we don't like them taking away our mammals.

Andit'swrong. It'sstupid. And they
shouldn't have asay. They should obviously look at the
communities. And everybody that | know and I've heard,
they all say no. We can shout as loud as we want, no, no,
no, and they are still trying to come around and ask
questions, like we are not going to change our minds. Why
do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it'sjob opportunities,
it'sthis, it'sthat? Sowhat? You know, we can -- we --
so what?

Y ou know, we would rather -- we would rather our
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it'sjust a continuous food chain that we need. So
anything happen out there or in there, that chain isjust
going to break, and we will be lost without it. It'swho
we are and what we love to do.

And thanks for coming to Point Lay. I'm just
against the offshore drilling.

MR. SCOTT GUYER: My nameis Scott Guyer,
G-U-Y-E-R. | work for the North Slope Science Initiative.
| was in town today for another meeting and was invited to
come tonight, and I'm happy to be here. Glad to listen to
al the comments and understand what the community feels
about this subject. And | work for the director, and |
will be taking information back to him and discussing what
was said here to him. So don't really have any comment
myself.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Andthen | think -- and
sir? | don't want to forget you.

MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.: Hello. Good
evening. Warren Lampe, Senior, lifelong year-round
subsistence hunter, subsistence user. Like everybody
said, talking about all the children that are going to be
growing up before -- you know, after us, we want them to
use, you know, our land and our seajust like | did when |
was a child when my parents were out there hunting and
providing for us. | have beenin thislifestyle al my
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life, and | don't think it will ever change. | want it
not to change. Just like everybody else who talk on the
mike tonight, I'min full opposition of offshore ail, ail.
So -- and I'd like to give thanks and welcome to our
visitors here. They have agood voice. Their voiceis
heard. It gives usidesas, gives us information.

| do serve on the North Slope Borough Fish &
Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue. And with
Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, |
think we are the closest community, so we arein
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That's -- that's contaminating our food out
there. It'slike our garden. It'slike you using
pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are
trying to eat. It'sthe samething. It'skilling off a
lot of things.
But | am in full opposition of offshore
drilling. 1 have been living off the land my whole life.
| can't really think of anything elseto say,
but welcome. Thank you for coming, getting information,
and | really hope -- | really hopeit's heard. | hope our

11 opposition. We are very worried about an oil spill. It 11 voiceisheard, and not only heard but put into the
12 isinevitable. | mean, it's going to happen, you know, 12 thought and make them think about -- think about these
13 here now or, you know, there later. 1 mean, it will 13 thingsthat they are trying to get information on, not
14 happen. 14 just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.
15 | understand that they don't have the proper 15 Y ou know, we -- I'd like to see some like -- I'd
16 equipment to do an oil spill cleanup herein our ocean. | 16 liketo have them notify us, you know, talk to us back,
17 know just recently they had started their -- they had 17 not just ustalking to them and telling them, you know,
18 started these science projects out here in our ocean and 18 what wethink. | think they should -- | think they should
19 inourland. | mean, that wasjust started recently. And 19 -- | think we should hear their voice back after they get
20 it'sgood to hear that, you know, we have all these 20 all thisinformation. And after we give the information,
21 corporations going around trying to get information from 21 | think we could get some information back on what is
22 the people who lived here for 1,000 years or more, more 22 going to happen and what did happen to, you know, al this
23 thanthat. And we have -- you know, we have al this 23 stuff that we talked about. That would be alot -- that
24 information in our head. 24 would be areal positive thing.
25 And I'm glad to see that there is people coming 25 Asl said, I'min full opposition. | like-- 1
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1 getting comments from us, getting the information from us 1 love my subsistence way of life. And it's never going to

2 that it's not written down. Nothingis-- none of thisis 2 stop for me. I'mjust hoping and I'm praying that it's

3 written down on paper. Andit's--it'shard. It's hard 3 not going to stop for our future generations that are

4 for meto think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill 4 going to come.

5 because that will change everybody's life here. We 5 I know there has been alot of fighting for the

6 wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore ail 6 way of lifethat welive. You know, the oil drillsup on

7 drilling. Wewould like to see onshore drilling as much 7 the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they

8 aspossible. 8 try to take away our bowhead living. They are trying

9 | think everywhere you go they will have 9 to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, like
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opposition for the offshore drilling. And I'd like to see
more voices. 1'd like to see more -- more people talking,
more people telling us what they know and what some of us
don't know. So the moreinformation we are getting into
the meetings, | think the better off, but in some ways |

think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oil
developments, we are just not going to stop them.

We need to find -- | mean, they need to come up
with some kind of oil spill response that will work,
actually work to stop -- stop this ail if they do have a
spill, stop it from coming ashore, try to contain it in
thelittle areathat's already affected. | think that's
one of the biggest worriesthat | have is oil spill
containment and cleanup because it'sinevitable. It will
happen in small amounts or in large amounts. 1t doesn't
matter.
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populations of al of our animals, and they are trying to
take actions before they -- before they come up with any
kind of results. Y ou know, it's nice for people to come
up here and get the information from the people who
actualy live up here and see it every day of our lives.
Even if it's the smallest animal that we see running
across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.
| can't put it any other way.

But | really do oppose offshore oil drilling.
I'min full opposition to that. And everybody who talked
on the mike, they are in full opposition, but the way |
seeit, | think it's going to happen anyways. They are
going to go out there and drill offshore. It's going to
happen anyways, even without our opposition.

It will help alot for each and every entity
that comes up here we can give information to and try to
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get, you know, oil spill response teamsin these
communitiesthat we live in. We reside here year-round,
and we are not going to move.

| think me and everybody else here would like to
have some good part of our population trained or at least
know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.
I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be
trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill. |
know thereis-- there is corporations that give alimited
amount of people, two or three or four people, who go down
and they will leave town for training, this oil spill
training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- |
mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.

We need a community to know what's going on with
the oil spill and know what to do. 1 think it takesa
whole community to understand that. And I'm sure
everybody in this community, if they are trained and if
they know how, they will give ahand. They will lend
their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain,
try to protect our way of life.

That's ancther big thing with al this ail
development. | think every coastal community should have
at least a crew of people who know how to operate
machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not
just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah,
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the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups. And we would
like feedback onit. We would like feedback. We would
like for them to, you know, at least come talk to us and
tell us, okay, thisis what we do for your comment that
you said, you know.

We need some kind of feedback for that. We
didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that
we did get. But feedback to us would be -- would be
helpful. That would be -- that would move us to the next
level of understanding, to the next level of comments and
everything that -- everything that we talked about so we
don't keep talking about the same thing over and over.

We would like to see something done about it and
something -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done
so they could move on to another concern. But | think
that'sall | got to say.

And | hope everybody came to an understanding
about all that. So thank you and good evening.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.

Well said, and you will have a chance to speak again. We
have been at thisfor awhile. | know we have got to give
our recorder about a ten-minute break. So how about we
take aten-minute break. We will all come back and go
around the room again. We won't leave until everybody is
satisfied.
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well, we are going to have this contained and everything,
but they are going to be providing -- they are going to
say, yeah, we are bringing money up there. We are going
to clean it up, giving you money, putting people to work,
but that's the people that they already have trained to do
that kind of job. And | think -- | think they should come
to every community and at least train as many people as
they could and get that thought in their mind so we know
how to do it so we are able to do it.

| think that's another big thing on this
offshoredrilling. When an ail spill does happen, you
know, | think every community should know what to do, not
turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call
people and ask, okay, what do we do? We don't know --
that would be aworst-case scenario on a-- you know, in a
community level to have nobody know what to do here. |
think that should be another strong -- another real good
idea.

| think I've said pretty much everything | could
think of. 1'm sure there is more but, you know, I'm -- |
said -- | said | think -- | think | said what counts, so
welcome and thank you. Thank you for your time. Thank
you for letting us speak.

And you know, we are providing information. So
I think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to
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(A break was taken.)

DR. JIM KENDALL: We notice it was pointed
out by one of the community members that some people
arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again
so we are al on the same plate, I've asked Sharon to come
up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so
that everybody understands why we're here.

MS. SHARON WARREN: | wasjust going to,
rather than go -- unless you all want me to go through the
flip chart again, | can just kind of summarize what we
talked about. So what's the preference?

MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: Summarize.

MS. SHARON WARREN: Okay. Why we are here
today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, is seeking
your comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement. Copies are on the table.
We are here because of a court litigation that was done
back in 2008 prior to sale 193. And the Court told usto
go back and to readdress the concerns.

So those are the three concerns we are
addressing in that document is what the Court told us we
had to do because our EIS was not adequate on natural gas
development or on the missing information that we stated
in the document. So we have to follow the regulations and
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1 goback and doit. 1 and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.

2 In addition, after we published the draft 2 While you have this requirement, you also have

3 supplemental EIS, we came up here, got the community's 3 new administrations and new presidents and new Secretary

4 comments, got public comments, over 150,000 comments. 4 of the Interior and all those kind of folks. But because

5 We-- alot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater 5 of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and cthers, thereisa

6 Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what would 6 requirement that we come back and speak with you. Soin

7 happen if there was avery large oil spill. So we went 7 many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that

8 back and did an analysis on avery large oil spill. And 8 people have to come up and speak with you and make sure

9 sothat isinthe document. So not only do we have the 9 that'swhat it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that
10 information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we also 10 was 30 yearsago, it doesn't count. We can't do that. We
11 had information on what it would be if avery large ail 11 have to make sure we are talking with the communities and
12 spill would happen. 12 your voiceis heard.

13 We need your comments. We need your comments. 13 And soit'skind of abother. Thisisthe best
14 We need any traditional knowledge to take alook at our 14 time of the year for you. It's gorgeous outside. |
15 document. The due date for public comments and your 15 understand belugas are coming. Thefishing is going to be
16 comments are due July 11th. We are using regulations.gov. 16 great. And herewe are at ameeting. But thisis
17 Thereisinformation on the table on the website to how to 17 important and thisis what we need. So thank you very
18 submit your comments. If you have got any questions on 18 much.
19 how to submit those comments, we have atelephone number 19 So why don't we start on this side of the room.
20 to our officein Anchorage. We are out of Anchorage, 20 Okay. Sir, would you like to comment again?
21 Alaska. Weareall Alaskans up here. Soyou can call us 21 MR. NATHAN HENRY:: First of al, Nathan
22 and we can let you know. 22 Henry. And I'd like to apologize. | was thinking that
23 Again, after we take your comments, we will 23 maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the
24 prepare afina supplemental environmental impact 24 ocean and drilling. So I'm sorry about that.
25 statement. This supplements the environmental impact 25 DR.JIM KENDALL: That'sfine.
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1 statement that was donein 2007. And it will go to the 1 MR. NATHAN HENRY: Sojust ascientific

2 Secretary of the Interior who will make the decision 2 question. Isthe global warming a natural cause or isthe

3 whether to affirm the lease sale, the area that was 3 globa warming caused of the oil being sucked out -- like

4 offered for lease in 2008, or make some changesto it. He 4 opposite from insulation. Y ou think that maybe that oil

5 can affirm the lease sale, keep the leases, or he can 5 down there will keep it cool and it'sjust being sucked up

6 cancel theleases. It'sall onthetable. So he needsto 6 and now it'sjust nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that

7 go back and make that decision. 7 might be cause of -- part of the cause of the global

8 Once he makes that decision, it will be filed 8 warming?

9 with the Court. The Court has asked him to make that 9 DR. JIM KENDALL: That's agood question,
10 decision by the 3rd of October. He will make the 10 and we can talk about that al night. ThisisJim Kendall
11 decision. It will be filed with the Court, and the 11 speaking. Bottom lineis, no matter what's causing global
12 district judgein Alaskawill decide whether or not our 12 climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first
13 agency has complied with the federal laws of the National 13 intheArctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have
14 Environmental Policy Act and any other federal laws that 14 to consider that in our analyses. But thejury isout on
15 wereraised in the litigation to make sure the agency met 15 what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is
16 itsobligation in doing that. 16 happening.

17 So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again. 17 You are -- right herein the Arctic it's

18 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon. One 18 dtarting first. And we have got to deal with it in our
19 thing | want to add. And | heard thisin this meeting and 19 analysis, aswell.

20 at our meeting government-to-government this afternoon and 20 MR. NATHAN HENRY:: There has been --
21 at another meeting. Some of the Elders have said you have 21 throughout the years and years there has been like
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been coming up here for 15, 20, 30 years. Wetell you the
same thing. Well, it's not that we are coming to bother
you, thinking you might change your mind, but thereisa
law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires afive-year program
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billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground,
and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place
like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago
or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the ail
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1 was sucked out and then, you know, seeif there was abig 1 heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery. We
2 major difference or there are still grounds -- there are 2 could use the heat off of it. But it's not the same.
3 till, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to 3 | think most of this money that they are pouring
4 go there or are there different flowers growing out or, 4 out into getting energy, | think most of it should be put
5 you know -- | know that you can't stop the global warming, 5 torenewable energy. | think that's another big --
6 but you can stop the il drilling possibly. 6 another big situation that, you know, they should think
7 DR. JIM KENDALL: It'sinthe record. 7 about and put to use, renewable energy. With that, we
8 Thank you. 8 could have renewable -- we could have, like, wind turbines
9 MR. NATHAN HENRY: Okay. Thank you. Good 9 here to have energy whenever we have wind instead of using
10 evening. 10 oil al thetimeto heat our homes.
11 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. It's Nathan, 11 And that's another part of the -- another part
12 right? Thank you. Okay. Next? 12 of the situation that I'm trying to understand and I'm
13 MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.: Hello. Warren 13 trying -- I'm still trying to calculate it in my brain
14 Lampe, Senior, for the record again. There was a couple 14 that -- all these negative effects that are going to
15 thoughts that did come to mind within the short time that 15 happento us. And once that happens, thereis pretty much
16 | had the mike. Thisocean and where they are drilling, 16 noway of getting it back. Thereisno way of making our
17 where they propose to drill isright smack in the middie 17 lifethe same. It's going to be changed, you know,
18 of our highway. It'slike a highway, our food highway 18 probably forever.
19 that our animals have to migrate past us and get back. 19 But | think alot more money should be put into
20 They get to their feeding grounds. They get to their 20 renewable energy instead of having all this wasted money
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grounds that they have babies. Y ou know, they pass by us,
and they have to pass by usto do it.
With the il spill happening out there, it's
going to halt the migration. It will reroute the
migration. It'sjust like when we are traveling to the
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of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and --
because alot of the money that they put in, it's-- it's
amost like awasteto me. They put al thismoney in and
then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to
plan. Somebody €lse stops and stepsin and say, no, that
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store on the highway, atree or something accidentally
falls on the highway, it's going to stop us. It will stop

us from going to the store. Same thing it will do to the
animals with the oil spill. It will halt the migration,
changetheroute. And it might take years. It might take
20, 50, 100 years for usto realize where this migration
is going and, within that time, it will be too late.

And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oil
being sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our
global heating, global warming, | mean, there isrelevance
that they are pulling the il out of the ground and they
are burning it. It makes carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide.
Soinasense, Nateis-- part of his-- what he said, |
mean, he's right.

But with our ocean and the drilling, | think --
| think most of their studies and | think most of their
money that they are putting out for this energy, | think
it should be going towards renewable energy like ocean
currents. They produce energy. They have proven
technology that we can get energy out of currents. We
have technology that we can get energy out of the wind.

We have awhole bunch of technology that's
proven to convert to -- converted to this renewabl e energy
that we could use over and over, not like the oil and gas
that we burn one time or -- you know, we could use the
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can't bedone. You can't doit that way. So dl that
money that they use to try to come up with all this
information, it could have been used to, you know, put --
put it towards renewable energy. | think that's abig --
that's a-- that's areal big situation that should be
thought of more carefully, put more information into
there.

| think they should have around of
informational meetings about renewable energy because |
think that's some -- something that -- that we would all
support instead of right now we are al in opposition of
offshore oil drilling, and if you come up with renewable
energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy
or the wind providing energy for us, that would be awhole
change of story that would save our traditional cultural
way of life. It would save awhole culture, awhole group
of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.

| think most of uswould -- we would bein
support of renewable energy because we are dl -- we are
al opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even
on our land where we are opposed to oil energy, ail
drilling so much, but it's more so far offshore. We don't
want it to happen. | think they should put more --
more -- more of what they have, their funds, their
thoughts, their energy, put more of it into renewable
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energy. | think that's-- | think that would be a -- that
would make awhole lot more of Alaska happy.

| think that's -- that's a -- that's a big
thought, too. | think that's -- that's what should
happen. That's what should be happening because il is
going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now just
like our Prudhoe Bay is running out. We are going to run
out of oil. We are going to run out of energy. Within
that time we may have an ail spill. We may have
contamination that'sirreversible.

| mean, we go to renewable energy, we are -- we
will be able to make use of it over and over again instead
of this 0il where we just use once and, you know, it burns
off into our atmosphere. It causes a chain reaction of
negative events.

And when | think in my mind, | think we could
use this -- we could be going to renewable energy, and
it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting
as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative
impacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and
getting it ready for usto use and making it useful for us
to burn safely.

| think -- I think they should turn their head
the other way, turn it away from offshore oil drilling and
put -- you know, face the renewable energy because the ail

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRERRRERRRRRRR
O DN WNRPROOOWNOOMWNEPRO

our sea animals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our
seals, and our bowhead whales. There hasn't been areal
good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an
oil spill -- what the harms would be to them. And so we
need to do more baseline studies before the sale lease of
193. There needs to be more base study of our animalsin
the sea.

And another thing that the Coast Guard, the
Coast Guard ships, | already know that when they go out
here, they do alittle drill hole just to go see how much
ail isin there, that there will only be -- | understand
there will only be one ship for containment of an ail
spill in case.

And Warren has a point about an oil spill that
the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the
outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill
so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster
and will have more people available. And that'sjust
another way of generating jobs up here on the North Slope
iswedl live off of the land and sea year-round, whether
it be berries, tutu, caribou, musk ox, polar bears, brown
bears, walrus, bowhead whales, beluga, all the sea animals
and land animals. That would help protect our way of
life. Soif oil does get big, that we are ready for an
il spill, we would like to have training.
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isgoing to run out. Our wind won't run out. Our water
currents, they may change, but they are still going to be
there, not like the dil. Y ou know, it's going to
disappear. It'sgoing to be gone. So that'sabig
thought.

| think more -- more thought, more energy, more,
you know, information should be put towards renewable
energy. That's something we would be in support of
because everybody -- I'm -- | think everybody that you --
everywhere you go thereis going to be opposition. There
is going to be strong opposition for offshore oil
drilling.

So if that could make it to, you know, the
decisionmakers up there to -- | think they should change
direction and start -- start devel oping renewable energy.
That's a big thing because | think alot of uswould bein
support of that. So that's athought | had in mind.

So thank you very much.

MR. LEO FERREIRA, I1l: Good evening. Leo
Ferreira, 111, for the record. | just wanted to get out
some stuff that | kind of left out. | can't remember
everything, but | just wanted to touch alittle bit on
science and the studies that's been going on. | don't
think the lease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen
because there hasn't been areal good baseline study of
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And that's another reason why the sale of 193
shouldn't happen because their response is going to be too
slow, especialy when you have a Coast Guard ship
stationed almost 1,000 miles from where we are at right
now.

And since there is no scientific way of cleaning
up an ail spill inthe ice conditions, in the seaice
conditions and the harsh environment out here in the
Arctic Circle, if thereis an oil spill that's going to
affect all of our seaanimals, our fish, our whales, our
beluga, our walrus, even our sea birds that migrate out
here when springtime has arrived, and also fall timeis
what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way
of life aswe know it to this day.

And | feel that government is not capable of
replacing our way of life for the great dollar. Right now
that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this
village. We live off of welfare around here, and the
biggest job is the North Slope Borough, and that's about
20 percent of thisvillage workforce. And the rest of us
are on welfare.

| don't think sale 193 should happen until some
of these other issues are dealt with and more studies
being done just in case thereis an oil spill and we have
tocleanit up. Wefeel like we shouldn't have to pay the

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(18) Page 70 - Page 73

907-258-7100





Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental Pt. Lay
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE June 28, 2011
Page 74 Page 76
1 pricefor anail spill and then end up living off of 1 companies not really doing anything to try to stop that
2 welfare because the oil spill has taken away our way of 2 gpill at the Gulf. | seen some birdsthat | haven't seen
3 life out herein the ocean because we aready know oil 3 inalong time, and | seen some birds | will never see
4 kills off and kills off on land. It's going to kill off 4 again, like what has happened with the Exxon Valdez ail
5 worseinthewater. And it's not just going to affect the 5 spill.
6 state of Alaska Natives. It's going to affect everybody 6 One good comment | heard tonight was Mr. Lampe.
7 up hereinthe Arctic Circle. It'sgoing to chart achain 7 Hewanted feedback. He wanted BOEMRE to come back and
8 reaction. 8 explain about the comments that Salazar will be looking
9 Just like with global warming, it's already 9 at. Soyou see, Mr. Kendal, | think the Village of Point
10 starting achain reaction. It'sjust the State ain't 10 Lay would like you to come back and explain about your
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going to tell usyet, but we already know because we have
achange in environment up here because of global warming.
So | hope that the federal government listens to our
comments and takes into consideration that what we have to
say will help make these rules and regulations for the
offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal government
with the oil industry.

Our ecosystem out here is very sensitive to
pollutions, to pollution of the ail, to pollution of noise
activity. We already know; knowledge aready tells us and
our ancestors aready told us, and we even seeit
ourselves and we live the life. We would be disturbing
our animals and changing our migration routes. Warren has
apoint there when he talks about the oil having an affect
on our animals. He'sright. It will change the
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comment -- about their comments and how you are going to
submit it to Salazar.

Before October's decision, I'd like to take all
the tribal council members to Washington, D.C. when he's
going to make his decision. And my goal isto pick up a
resolution from all the tribal villages about opposition
to offshore activity.

Weall know in the past North Slope Borough has
been doing alot of research in which our communities has
to have anything to say about. Even though we have got a
North Slope Borough Wildlife Commission, our communities
aways ask for assistance and very littleis sent forth.

So we in the communities don't really trust the North
Slope Borough or the State of Alaska. We trust ourselves
because our traditional knowledgeis very strong, and we
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migration, or we might not even be able to harvest our
animals because of an oil spill.

And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up
an oil spill. And we would very much like to see them
have some kind of way of assuring usthat in case thereis
an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oil
spill. And we don't want to lose our way of life because
we know if thereisan oil spill, it is going to take away
our way of life. We already know. But we know we have to
try to balance things out and work with the federal
government and work with the Obama Administration so we
can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put
into effect so we could try to help our way of life and
sustain it the way we all come to an understanding.

So | oppose sale 193. And thank you.

MR. EARL KINGIK: Boy, I'd like to thank

Point Lay. Y ou guys say the same thing Point Hope says.
Y ou guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said. And you
guys say same thing -- | have been listening to thisfor
20 years. Every time BOEMRE comes to our communitiesto
talk about offshore leases, Point Hope always say no.
It's been -- my father was against offshore activity, and
I'm strongly against offshore activity.

| had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it
happened, and | witnessed the government, the oil
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carry on for years. We don't writein the book. Our
ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by
words.

| thank you very much from the bottom of my
heart about your comments. It's very strong, make me feel
real good that you guys are against offshore activity.
I'm going to do aradio talk show at KBRW like | did at
KOTZ, making my report what kind of meeting you had at
Point Lay, what kind of meeting we had at Point Hope and
what kind of meeting we had at Kotzebue. Hopefully I'll
be able to make it to Wainwright.

| haven't heard anything much about baseline
studies about our wildlife, but all | heard was oil spill.
Everywhere | go to, we talk about oil spill. So you see,
I'll send a message to Salazar, Mr. Salazar, people of the
Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part
of the ecosystem in the Arctic, want to protect the
wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the
people for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our
cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our
people united, wildlife that would make our people work to
good and be stronger.

So you see, Mr. Salazar, we are in heavy
protection. We need heavy protection from oil development
in the Arctic; not only oil development, but the
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1 transportation routes coming from Europe going to Asia 1 Look at thesky. Fifty years ago, for those that remember
2 from the Northwest Passage. 2 those days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky
3 So thank you, Mr. Salazar, for accepting my 3 wasn't that light. What isit? Maybe powder blue.
4 request. Thank you. 4 Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago,
5 MS. JOANNE NEAKOK: I'll sharethis. 5 maybe, you know, our skies were alot bluer than that. If
6 JoAnne Neakok, for the record. | just want to share that 6 you look at the childhood pictures where your parents are
7 1'd like to support my grandchildren and my children and 7 taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute. | want to take
8 my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is 8 thispicture. Andif you look inthe background, look at
9 decided for whatever they can use for energy, you know, | 9 thesky. You know, for us, 50 years plus, look at our
10 really -- | really oppose offshore drilling myself. 10 childhood pictures. Look at the sky. You will seethe
11 But you know, there is jobs that we depend on. 11 difference. They were alot bluer than that, all because
12 Andwe are so spoiled, like someone mentioned here, 12 of emissions from fossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't
13 because we can just turn on alight switch and we don't 13 regulated, car engines that weren't tuned up. And I'm
14 haveto hang dry our clothes. And we don't have to, you 14 surethat's-- you know, the kids nowadays, they look
15 know, walking for transportation, but | -- | realy feel 15 outside and, oh, it'sanice beautiful day. Fifty years
16 that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we 16 ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was alot more
17 are being attacked either way. 17 bluer than what we see today.
18 And | love going out to the ocean with my 18 Just think about it. Even pictures back in the
19 husband. We share alot of good times out there. Brings 19 days, you look at them, you will see the sky alot more
20 usjoy to our family when we bring home something from the 20 bluer, more colorful, you know. We are seeing a blue
21 ocean. And when the captains bring home awhale, it'sa 21 planet from a satellite, we seeit blue, big blue planet;
22 happy occasion for the community. It brings the community 22 but then alot of people don't think of looking up and
23 together stronger, and we are able to work with each other 23 seeing blue sky no more. | noticed that like maybe 20
24 handin hand. Andit'sablessing, the ocean. It brings 24 yearsago. Our skies are changing.
25 lifeto everyone, you know. 25 Why isthat? And nowadays, learning from
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1 For meit was scary to even ride out there on an 1 emissions from fossil fuels unregulated, you know,
2 18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or 2 emissions from all the different countries that we have.
3 the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, | think 3 But three other things that | wanted to mention
4 about how mighty God is out there, controlling the waves. 4 isthe sound that your drill rig will make. I'm going to
5 Andyou know, | say aprayer for anyone that goes out to 5 useKivalinaasasubject. Thirty years ago, you know,
6 hunt, that God will just bring them home safely. I'm sure 6 they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.
7 everyone does that in the community, not only myself and 7 Beforethen, you know, they had belugas, they had whales
8 Willard or, you know, other families. 8 migrating through their ocean.
9 And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry 9 And then they built that Red Dog port, and all
10 about hunters out in the wintertime. We are having to go 10 the noise coming from that port was affecting the
11 search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and look for 11 migration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.
12 the person. And that's, you know, gas, using gas. 12 Now they haveto go 30 miles north just to try and harvest
13 But | wanted to say that sharing our food from 13 belugas, bowheads. They never had that problem before
14 the ocean is dways a blessing to bring peopl e together, 14 sound start being emitted from the ships that are going in
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and that's a strong, you know -- | think it's strong
enough to say that it pulls the families together. But |
want to share from Genesis|, Verse 10. "And God called
the dry and earth and the gathering together of the
waters, al he sees, and God saw that it was good." And
| -- | seeit that way. You know, it'sablessing.

Thank you.

MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: My nameisWillard

Neakok, for the record. | have three moreitems that are
related to offshore drilling which I'm in opposition. But
first, you know, afew people would look out the window.
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to Red Dog port.

And if we have that up here, you know, right
where lease 193 is going to be, who knows what our
migration route is going to be for the bowheads or
belugas.

Y ou know, sound travels quite aways on the
water, alot more further than on land. Another thing
that's why I'm in opposition of offshore drilling.

Another thing iswhere sale 193 is, | had to ask
Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam. | had to ask
him what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal. And
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right there on the north side of where they want to drill,
the south side of it is where the current goes. And on
the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.
They got clams, they got mussels; you know, whatever they
need. It'sasmall area, but that's where the walrus goes
to feed.

| learned that. You know, | am awalrus
commissioner. And | just learned that just in February
when we had a meeting with Shell Qil. Infact, Shell Qil
and we had an Eskimo Walrus Commission meeting almost a
day apart from each other. | learned where they wanted to
drill. Next day | learned that is where the largest
concentration of clams and mussels and where the walrus
feed.

And if we have an oil spill, the current is
going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah
Shoal. And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats
that, then, you know, they are doomed. Where are you
going to go next? That's ancther thing. That's why I'm
in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.
It might be the hottest spot for ail, but it's also the
hottest -- more important that the walrus has been using
for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.
Now they have to swim 60 plus miles just to come to land
and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go
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try and find something that we can renew every -- even if
we have -- you know, we have cell phones. We have
cameras. We have, you know, renewable, rechargeable
batteries. Why can't we do something to substitute fossil
fuels?

Someday we are going to run out. That's why we
need the technology to recognize and figure out what we
can use to renew our way that we are so used to.

When we first came here, you know, we had to go
find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our homes. We had
to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a
little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.

Y ou know, we are accustomed to it. It was introduced to
us.

Now, you know, with the technology we have
today, I'm sure that, you know, scientists -- you know,
somebody will come up with something that we can use
rather than it will be there forever. Maybe someday our
skieswill start turning darker blue than what we see now.

And | think the last thing | was going to talk
about was what are we going to do if -- if this
exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case
scenario of large oil spill. We don't have the capability
of having staging areas for booms, for vessels. Closest
oneis, what, Kodiak. Or Prudhoe Bay. They have asmall
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feed.

Losing one thing just because we want to gain
another, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know,
have lights, have gasto run around by boat, snowmachine,
aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are
in opposition. We are trying to balance everything.

That's why, you know, we say what I've heard here tonight,
you know. Let's deplete whatever ison land. Thereis
ANWR. Thereisall different other places herein the --

or the Lower 48, | should say, that there might be

potential for oil. Canada, even.

We are so dependent on trying to provide our own
United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know,
producing our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we
still order from, you know, other different countries.

And now we have a small version of, you know, oil
producing at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably,
what, 15 percent of the United States consuming oil.

That's another thing. | like theidea of, you
know, renewable energy, you know. We arein the 21st
century. Why can't we produce something to -- that will
be renewable, something that we can use to run our
generators, run our snowmachines, run our boats? We have
technology out there.

It'slike Warren said, let's use that money to
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one, but not enough to contain what may have happened like
in Prince William Sound or the Gulf of Mexico. Where are
we going to stage it?

| go out one day and start seeing big containers
of boom, big, you know, boats out there. We have like
six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and
every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of
every summer. We utilize amost every one of them. You
know, where are we going to -- might take four or five
days before we finally reach or they finally reach with
adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.

Sure, Shell said that they are going to have
boom close enough on their different ships. They are
going to have boom. But what if it's bigger than the
Exxon/Mobile [sic] or what if it's bigger or just asbig
as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico? They don't have
enough containment booms to take care of the ail spill.
Where are we going to stay? Take four or five days for,
you know, a ship to come up with enough containment.

| heard somebody say, what about the oil under
theiceif it happens during the winter or during breakup.
We have alot of moving ice out there. We have alot of
underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on
the surface of theice. Y ou know, who knows whereit's
going to go? Oil companies say, yes, we have the
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technology on how to do it. But how are they going to do
it underneath theice? Oil islighter than water, and it
can travel with the current.

That'swhy | said earlier, you know, all the
other coastal villages on the west coast of Alaskaare
going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing,
tar balls being washed ashore. | heard about plankton,
the micro-organisms. It's going to domino effect to --
from micro-organisms to the bowhead. It will do that,
like | said again earlier, we lose everything. We lose
our way of life. Likewhat | heard from Sophie, we lose
our identity. We lose our identity because we take care
of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us. We need to
take care of the ocean. If we lose that, you know, we
lose our identity. We are going to have to live off the
land.

A lot of people -- we need different foods. We
get tired of hamburger, pizza. That gets monotonous.
Getting tired of this |and-based food or McDonald's or
Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever. It getsold. We
need something different in our diet. That's where the
ocean comesin. If welose our ocean, we lose everything.

And | hopethat Mr. Salazar will hear our voice,
understand what is going to happen if we have an oil
spill. | hope he understands that traditional knowledge
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they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you
know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years
and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.

Change of diet, change of food. Oncein awhile
we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the land
and off the ocean, you know. That iswhat we use the
most. Thereis natural resources, the natural foods, that
has been provided by -- we don't over harvest. We
don't -- waste anything.

So you know, | hope Mr. Salazar hears our
testimonies, not only from this village, but any other
villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are
talking about. | hopethat Mr. Salazar makes the right
decision. Thank you.

MS. SOPHIE HENRY: Thisis Sophie Henry
again. Just to add on kind of what Willard was just
saying, but from my experience -- | moved up here nine
years ago. And nine years ago when | came up here, there
was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.
We had to chase them off of the runway for the planeto
land. | mean, it was overloaded with caribou.

And afew years ago, BHP started drilling a coa
mine and they started having a helicopter, and traffic
went back and forth. Well, that -- you know, that changed
the migration of the caribou, so that pretty much robbed
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that has been passed on to us from generation to
generation by word of mouth. If he hearsthat, | hope,
you know, he does not make this areality because we are
the onesthat are going to lose. We are the ones that are
going tolose. We are going to be going to the store. We
are going to be going inland.

But yet, you know, we have currents that go up,
or rivers from the ocean. Can go at least maybe 15 miles
inland before we, you know, when | first moved here, we
had to go inland to get fresh water. Sometimes we had to
travel quite aways up our river, dip our hand in the
water, till alittle salty. We have to go further up.

Y ou know, if we don't have containment booms, we have
currents that go inland from the ocean, it's going to

affect whatever animals that we have in land, too. That's
a scary thought.

But those -- like | said when | first started
speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see
our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when
I'm talking about. | just hope that Mr. Salazar will make
the right decision so we can pass the traditional
knowledge that has been passed on to us to our children,
our grandchildren, and hope they aso pass their knowledge
that they learned from us to continue to do the things
that we have enjoyed herein the small village. That way
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our community of harvesting those caribou. Well, now,
Washington or Shell Qil or whoever wants to, they want to
drill out herein our ocean.

Weéll, if they change the migration of our
whales, al our mammals, you know, we might never get to
hunt that again. They may never come back up here. We
may never see them. We may never -- we might not ever get
to eat any of that food again. So they are pretty much
put in like ateetertotter. Yeah, it'sagood thing for
them to -- you know, for Alaska, | guess you should say,
to drill for the money, but they rob us of our food and
our way of life and our tradition, you know.

Andit'sjust -- it's a teetertotter, and they
are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and
pray that they listen to the communities and, you know,
give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and
the way our ancestors lived. And hopefully, you know, we
see the other side where we can, you know, continue to
live thisway and not get robbed of our mammals. You
know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition
and our way of life. It would just be nice for once our
voices get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just,
you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would
be alot better than offshore, | should say. But that's
all.
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1 MR. WILLIAM TRACEY, JR.: William Tracey, 1 in Tyvek suitstrying to scrub off a polar bear or a
2 Junior. Inupiat name is Agpaagtuag, named after my aaka, 2 walrus, even caribou.
3 grandmother Dorcus Neakok. | was bornin Barrow, raised 3 If the lagoon got contaminated with oil, our
4 herein Point Lay al my life. Went hunting. | almost 4 whole entire Western Arctic herd uses our lagoon to get
5 lived like anomadic life when | was akid with my 5 away from the heat and the mosquitoes. Y ou will see the
6 grandparents. We would travel up and down the coast by 6 entire herd sitting in the lagoon. They will crossthe
7 boat. Warren Lampe could attest to this. He was there 7 lagoon and walk on the spit where there is less mosquitoes
8 for alot of it, also. 8 and morewind. They will crosstheinletsin whole herds.
9 Wetraveled by boat. Welivedinatent. And 9 And | couldn't even imagine losing that whole herd of
10 what we caught was our dinner, our lunch, our breakfast; 10 caribou, a catastrophe like that would happen.
11 bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks, 11 So thank you. Good evening.
12 eggs, fish. And we would hunt these animals, get our 12 MS. MARIE TRACEY: Hi. ThisisMarie
13 fill, come back here, put them in the cellar and do it all 13 Tracey again. Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you
14 over again, camping up and down the coast from Icy Capeto 14 arelistening -- and I'm sure you have listened to al of
15 Kutchiag. 15 us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it
16 Wintertime we would continue that. We would go 16 may affect our life, our food chain. And | would like you
17 tolandintoiticefishing and caribou hunting. During 17 to please be our hero. We will be waiting for your
18 the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too 18 comment on what we have said from our little Native
19 hot or too many mosquitoes to butcher the caribou. We 19 Village of Point Lay run by atribal government. And I'm
20 would load the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and 20 so happy to be talking to you. | sure wish you could talk
21 find apiece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the 21 back to meright now, but be our hero.
22 ice. Thiswould be June, July, al the way in August we 22 Thank you for listening to us and sending these
23 would have floating ice. We don't see that too much 23 people hereto Point Lay. They are getting bit by
24 anymore. 24 mosquitoes, but I'm sure they don't mind. Good evening.
25 Now, | grew up hunting beluga and walrus, and 25 MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Robert Suydam. Folks
Page 91 Page 93
1 noise pollution is abig thing when it comes to beluga. 1 have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how
2 Learning from our mistakes, we banned the use of ATVson 2 important the ocean and the land is. And so I'm not going
3 the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise 3 toadd much to that. | don't think that's kind of the
4 fromthe ATV will carry into the water and scare the 4 rolefor my voice, anyway.
5 belugaout into deeper water, making it harder for usto 5 But | would like to say a couple more things
6 herd the beluga. And we also banned any aircraft flying 6 specifically about the EIS and the ways that | think it --
7 over the ocean or the lagoon during thistime of the 7 the agency should re-evaluate, redo the EIS between the
8 season because the noise of the plane will scare the 8 draft stage here and the final stage.
9 belugaout and away. So we have our president out with 9 Thefirst thing is lots of folks have talked
10 EraAviation to stay away from our hunting areas for 10 about the need for information and that there is more
11 beluga. 11 information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.
12 | hear alot of people saying the ocean and land 12 However, it'salso true that we need to use the
13 islike our garden. | don't know how many peoplein the 13 information that's at hand correctly.
14 U.S. have agarden anymore. More and more people are used 14 And so, for an example, on page 106 under the
15 to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway. | liketo look at it 15 section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas
16 thisway: Theland is my Safeway, and the ocean is my 16 production, it says, gray whales, bowhead whales and
17 Sam'sClub. | get all my bulk foods from the ocean, and | 17 humpback whales have been shown to -- "that received
18 get my canned goods and baked goods from the land. Just 18 levelsof impulsesin the 160 to 170 dB range appear to
19 another way to understand how we use our land and water. 19 cause avoid avoidance behavior." And thisisjust not
20 People talk about the ocean getting polluted if 20 true. The bowheads are actually much more sensitive to
21 thereisan ail spill, al the animals and vegetation in 21 sound. And the available literature saysthey avoid
22 the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the 22 received levels of industrial sound oftentimes down to 120
23 waters surrounding the spill. Weseeiton TV. Every 23 dB. So the statement here is misleading at best, and
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timethereisaspill, they are cleaning animals. | don't
know how it would look if you see some people dressed up
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please make sure that the right information is used to
evaluate what the potential impacts are from the
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1 activitiesunder the EIS. 1 showed that oil companies aren't prepared to respond to a
2 Mitigation measures, thereis a section in here 2 largeail spill, even though they say they are. In
3 that's not very thorough, and it references back to the 3 redlity, things just don't work the way they would like
4 original 193 EIS. And there are some things that have 4 to.
5 been said today that | would like to reemphasize that the 5 | think the same is true here for the Arctic. |
6 agency needs to consider as mitigation measures. 6 think if oil companies are allowed to drill -- or before
7 Zero dischargeis one of them. Shell has agreed 7 they are dlowed to drill, they should demonstrate their
8 to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't 8 ahility to clean up oil that's spilled in open water
9 agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea. And that 9 seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered
10 should be a standard mitigation for both areas. Certainly 10 season. So more emphasis needs to be put on the ability
11 some discharge occurs early on in the topple, but muds and 11 of companiesto respond to an oil spill showing that they
12 cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those 12 cancleanit up.
13 types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean 13 I'm pleased that BOEMRE decided to evaluate the
14 becauseit's people's gardens or Sam's Clubs, or whatever 14 impacts of alarge oil spill in the Chukchi Sea. And
15 it might be. So zero dischargeis abest available 15 thereisalot of information that's needed to be able to
16 technology that Norway implements and should be 16 respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to
17 implemented here, aswell. 17 respond to abig ail spill or asmall ail spill, for that
18 Many times beluga hunters herein Point Lay in 18 matter. We don't know alot about the surface -- water
19 the past have told me they don't want any industrial 19 circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's
20 activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or 20 really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or
21 until the beluga hunt has occurred. So that should be a 21 thefate of spilled cil. What beaches might it end up on?
22 standard mitigation to protect the beluga hunting herein 22 And that information will help for deploying oil spill
23 Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the belugas 23 cleanup equipment before an accident happens.
24 themselves. 24 | know that your agency, Jim, istrying to
25 No ships out there in the Chukchi Seatill after 25 gather some of that information, but alot more is needed
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1 the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of 1 before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work
2 July. Folks have talked about walruses and seals hauling 2 out there.
3 out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast. 3 Theissue of dispersants and how the dispersants
4 Mitigation measures need to be in place to make sure that 4 themselves affect the animals, the plants and mammalsin
5 those walruses aren't disturbed, that stampedes aren't 5 the ocean isneeded. And are dispersants actually better
6 occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane 6 thanjust letting the oil be out there by itself? These
7 traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas. Lots 7 arereally important questions that remain to be answered.
8 of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea. They need to be 8 And if people are going to dump dispersants on the oil but
9 protected from oil spills especially, but also from 9 it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be
10 colliding with ships. So the appropriate lighting needs 10 considered. So we need more information before we try to
11 to be astandard mitigation measurein the EIS. 11 usethingslike dispersants.
12 In the fall time, Chukchi Seavillages are 12 And finaly, | wanted to make a comments on
13 starting to hunt bowhead whales. Theiceinthe 13 cumulativeimpacts. The revised EIS has about 13 pages
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springtimeisn't as good asit used to be. So it's harder

for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring. So
Wainwright is an example. They hunted a bowhead last fall
for thefirst timein along, long, long time. Point Lay

has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.

So there needs to be a closing date or a window
when thereisn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Seain
order to alow for bowheads to be available to the
communities here for hunting.

Many people have talked about oil spills, and |
don't need to go into that too much more, although | would
like to add one thing. The Deepwater Horizon incident
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related to cumulative impacts. And unfortunately, that's
not sufficient, and unfortunately the cumulative impact
section doesn't even include evaluation of what alarge
il spill might -- how that might contribute to cumulative
impacts.

So even though the judge didn't tell you to
evaluate alarge oil spill, it should have been evaluated
in the cumulative impact section, aswell. And | think
that should change between now and the final EIS.

That assessment, the cumulative impacts
assessment section, is also not sufficient because it
doesn't consider activitiesin Canada or Russiathat are

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(24) Page 94 - Page 97

907-258-7100





Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental Pt. Lay
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE June 28, 2011
Page 98 Page 100

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

foreseeable, that are known. Thereisoil and gas
activities that are going on in both places. | know that
Russia has seismic shoots planned for the Chukchi Seathis
year. Why isn't that considered in the EIS? If | know

it, certainly the federal government knowsiit.

So please make sure that the cumulative impact
section is comprehensive and does include all of the
foreseeable activities that are occurring. And those
activities need to include areas where the animal s that
occur here, where they go to. And that includes Russian
waters and the Bering Sea.

And so one final thing isthere was atragedy in
Japan earlier this year, and a nuclear power plant has
|leaked radiation, and we have received lots of calls
suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be
impacting the subsistence resources. And so my suspicion
isthat radioactive impacts to resources up hereis
probably minimal, but | think it needs to be evaluated,
especialy in the cumulative impacts section. Monitoring
needs to occur, and that needs to be evaluated.

And then one final statement on monitoring
that'sin the mitigation section. Thereis a statement
that oil companies need to do resource-based monitoring.
They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.
And | think that the agency needs to require that the data
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spill out there or not. Should we go out there and
dlaughter the animals, the sea life before the oil does
or -- we don't know.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Good comment. Thank
you, Nathan.

MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Danny Pikok, for
therecord. | heard alot of good testimoniesin just a
short few hours. And | just want to let everybody know
that | keep hearing we, we, we. And when | hear that word
we, we are talking about everybody, not just the Arctic.
We are talking about the United States, our nation. And
just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up
here, it goes around the globe. So if we have an ail
spill up here, it's not only going to affect us. It's
going to affect wherever that current is going.

And | believe that, you know, God helps those
who helps themselves. So help ushelp you. Let'swork
together. We are united -- what's that word united means?
Weareasone. S0 let usbe astepping stone. We arein
control. Thisisour nation. We work together, and by
saying no to offshore drilling, we are till -- we arein
control.

Just like | mentioned earlier, let's keep
drilling on land. Let's deplete the oil on land before we
even consider drilling offshore. Y ou know, just take the
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that the oil companies collect on environmental issues,
not from what's happening in the drilling or what's
happening -- or the data they get back from the seismic
exploration, but the environmental data needs to be
publicly available. They are using a public resource, and
all that information needs to be available for the public
to evaluate, aswell.

Thank you again for hanging in here lateinto
the evening and for taking comments from me and other
folks.

DR. JIM KENDALL: We are not done yet.
Don't go away. Back here. Anyone?

MR. NATHAN HENRY:: Before go, | have one
more before | go. Nathan Henry, again, before | leave.
Let'ssee. | think that oil spill wasin Louisiana
somewhere. I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that --
nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill,
probably. I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that there was
going to be an ail spill, I'm sure somebody would have
went out into the ocean and did alot of -- | shouldn't
say slaughtering because the ail already slaughtered them.
I'm pretty sure that people would have went to the ocean
and got as much as sealife as they could possibly get and
store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.

And we don't know if there is going to be an ail
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Gulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling ail in
the ocean as we speak. And we have a spill out here, we
are going to -- we are going to modify that spill.

So | just want to let who is going to decide to
lease that sale, | want to let them people know that, you
know, it's not only going to affect the people of the
Arctic; it's going to affect them, too.

And | encourage to be against offshore drilling,
especialy up herein the Arctic. In that way we may
encourage industries to look into conservation. Conserve.
Quit making our motors eat gas. Make them smaller. We
are going the wrong direction. Just like Willard was
mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our
fossil fuels.

There was another testimony about using natural
energy. | believethat just by making this decision and
not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole
nation, everybody. And | just want to let whoever is
going to decide to do the lease know that you are going to
affect not only us. Y ou are going to affect everybody;
the whole nation, the whole world. And | just want to
see -- | don't want to see offshore drilling. | don't
want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through. And | want to
see conservation. You are doing this nation afavor. You
are going to help uslearn to conserve.
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| mean, take, for example, our Inupiat values:
Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, helping each other.
Just like one testimony, talk to farmers. Don't shut them
down. By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil
industries to drill where they want to drill. Whoisin
control, fossil fuel hunters or the farmers? We are all
farmers here. Native peoplesin the Arctic, we are
farmers.

Just like one fellow mentioned, the ocean is our
garden. You know, just look at it that way. So we have
an oil spill, it'sgoing to -- it's going to ruin our
garden and it's going to ruin our nation. We are -- we
the people, we arein control. Whoisin control? We
are, not the oil industry. So please do not drill
offshore.

And | hate to admit | am aformer oil company
employee. And | have seen directiona drilling. Take
that into consideration. Keep the -- keep therig on land
and let them direct their drill to the oil, not -- not put
shipsin the water. Take that into consideration.

Thank you.

MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Delbert Rexford, for
therecord. 1'd like to echo many of the concerns that
have happened. 1'd just like to add that when -- what's
your name, sir?
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currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm
Gulf stream or the Pacific stream, or the Bering Sea, the
Arctic Ocean.

Greenland is proposing to go offshore. The U.S.
Coast Guard has aready identified hundreds and thousands
of vessels over the years that will go through the
Northwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering
Straitsin the name of trade and cargo. Yet, Lease Sdle
193 isright on the migration path of the bowhead whale.

| don't know if you receive any of John Citta's
e-mails, but you should -- you should -- | think it's
right smack in the middle of it. When we had our Barrow
whaling captain's association meeting, right there. The
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission opposed the offshore
development of Lease Sale 193 because of that very
concern; not only that, noise pollution.

University of Miami 20 years ago proved that a
marine mammal can hear 100 miles away. And when -- when
then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nelson Lagoon, we had to
travel 80 milesto catch whales because of just the
generator running. No exploration activity, no drilling.

Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson

Lagoon. Eighty miles away we catch our whales. And by
the time we took the whales into Barrow, they were
spoiled.
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DR. JIM KENDALL: Jim Kendall.

MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Jim, when you talk
about 35 years of testimony, | had the privilege of being
atrandator for many of our Elders that have passed on
over theyears. And one particular Elder was so
frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since
the discovery of oil and gasin Prudhoe Bay. He said --
he told meto trandate this. (Inupiag.) Itistimeto
kick those regulators and agency people in the butt. |
couldn't find the heart to trand ate that. But he said
trandateiit.

And thisisthe frustration of 35 years of
repeating our testimony, of repeating our concerns, of
repeating protecting our way of life. And when you talk
about cumulative effects, you are not even considering the
fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin.
Cruise ships coming through Barrow, through Davis Strait
and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side,
estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian
side in the name of international trade and cargo
delivery.

All these cumulative effects are not even
included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease
Sale 193. And the amount of sewage or debris that may be
disposed of into the sea. And as Danny stated, all these
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Is this what we can look forward to in the
future? Do we have to travel further to catch whalesin
the fall time and tow them in and the meat is no good by
the time we get them to shore? That's not what we want.
What we want is from our country, from our nation.

From Secretary Salazar what we want is the
assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the
ecosystem, the food chain will be all protected. Willard
so eloquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the
mussel beds on the shoal. Critical habitat.

When then MM S decided to have the NPRA lease
sale -- thisis shocking. When they proposed to have the
NPRA northwest lease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon
from Wainwright all the way to Icy Cape was critical
habitat. Oh, just aminute. It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.

It goes all the way to Kutchiag, 100 miles of it.

So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of
lagoon that is considered critical habitat in their
previous lease sales within NPRA? Arethey going to
determine the entire 100 miles of lagoon critical habitat?
That needs to be considered seriously.

A lot of things have been said, but they have
been said from the heart because of the concern for our
garden, our air, land and sea. Unlike any other
industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.
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1 But you take alook at the cumulative effectsin Nuigsut, 1 working with Canada to make sure that those maritime
2 surrounded by oil and gasindustry. The traditional land 2 routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our
3 use areas haven't been impacted. Now they go asfar close 3 subsistence way of life, also.
4 to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were 4 But I'd like to thank the community of Point
5 accustomed to harvesting within close proximity to 5 Lay, youknow. | loveto visit Point Lay becausel get a
6 Nuigsut. 6 chance to go beluga hunting, have some fresh muktuk, visit
7 Is thiswhat we can look forward to in the event 7 with family and friends.
8 that Lease Sale 193 does occur? Marine traffic increases, 8 Just like Barrow. | mean, Barrow isjust right
9 marine vesselsincreases, air traffic in the name of 9 on -- right on the same route that this thing is going to
10 helicopter or other support, airborne traffic increases. 10 hit. It'sone current, three currents. Going north,
11 BHP aone affected the caribou herein Point Lay 11 going south, as Willard stated, currents underneath.
12 when they did a short little study. That's common 12 Because what we do during the whaling season is that we
13 knowledge in the community. And these are concerns that 13 drop aweight to assure our safety ontheice. We go 10,
14 wehave, not only in thisvillage; up in Barrow, in 14 20 fathoms to see which way the current is coming and
15 Wainwright, and elsewhere. 15 going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.
16 | do believe that as people, my fellow tribal 16 It's not just the surface current that Robert
17 membersasatribal council member with the Inupiat 17 aludedto earlier. It'saso the current the undertow
18 Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about 18 that isthere. Andif globs of il go to that current,
19 airborne pollutants, things that are emitted into the air. 19 how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean
20 And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic areg, it's 20 itup? Wedon't -- we don't hear any answers from the
21 cold and then so they drop into the water. So they become 21 industry.
22 waterborne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of 22 But my late father worked hard to protect the
23 theocean. Isthis something that our future generations 23 bowhead whale and make sure that we continue to harvest
24 will haveto live with? 24 the bowhead whale. And | think for those of usthat are
25 | think when you talk about cumulative effects, 25 whalers, we continue to do so becauseit is our way of
Page 107 Page 109
1 you need to look at what the Coast Guard is saying as they 1 life. Itisour tradition, our cultural heritage. That
2 work with Canadato get a deep port in Canada and they are 2 isfar richer than any cow or any chicken can be valued.
3 looking at Nome or other areasin Alaska for a deep port 3 Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products
4 so that maritime vessels can even increase right through 4 reap the benefits, but it's not the same. Thereis no
5 the migration, right through our ocean. 5 gpirituality linked withit.
6 These are cumulative effects that need to be 6 Like when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whale,
7 weighed and considered; not just the lease sale itself, 7 when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner
8 but al of these cumulative effects. You aretalking 8 satisfaction that you feel whole as a person. It's not
9 about increased emissions, carbon dioxide, carbon 9 the same with hamburger. It's not the same with chicken.
10 monoxide, other pollutants into the atmosphere. 10 But thank you for coming. | awaysfeel at home
11 They have likened the Arctic to acanary ina 11 inPoint Lay, and thisis the most beautiful season of the
12 mine, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive. And 12 year. You are here when something very beautiful happens.
13 thisisabelugaharvesting community. It'sawhaling 13 And thank you for coming. | do hope Salazar listens, that
14 community. So when Salazar weighs these things, are we 14 it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the
15 another Amazon? Arewe another Indian tribe in the 15 interest of national security or national interest.
16 datistic in the future? Arewe like our Native American 16 But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian
17 Indian brothers and sisters whose lands have been 17 tribe, overwritten, discarded and homeless. We don't want
18 exploited, whose lands have been taken in the name of 18 to be that because thisis our home.
19 resource development? Isthiswhat we look forward to for 19 Thank you.
20 future generations? 20 MS. MARJORIE PIKOK LONG: Hi. My nameis
21 Look at the cumulative effects. We know that 21 Marjorie Pikok Long. | agree with Delbert. He said like
22 Holland, Princess and all these cruise ships -- | don't 22 35years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for
23 know how many people go into that cruise ship, but I'd 23 something. That was 35 years ago that thisis still going
24 imagine 500. | don't know. But that's alot of waste 24 on. | wasseven yearsold. And now it's happening now.
25 that also goesinto the waters. And the United Statesis 25 I'm 42, and | have to speak for my kids because he

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(27) Page 106 - Page 109

907-258-7100





Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental Pt. Lay
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE June 28, 2011
Page 110 Page 112

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

spoke -- his parents spoke for him. I'm against the
proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling. He's
right. We can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know,
animals like down states can do. What we get is from the
ocean. It comes by itself naturally. It'sthe nature of

life. Wedon't go and findit. It comestous. And we
need that. It'slike the beluga harvest is only once a

year.

And just that once ayear it's ajoyful thing
because we barter the food that we get from the beluga.
Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our
muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other
villages that got the whale. But now that we've got the
guotato get the whale meat, now you guys want to go out
and go offshore drilling. Y ou guys might as well take
away our hunting for the whale.

And | don't want to see that because my boy,
he's19. He'swanting to get an idea of what whaling is
about because it's being passed on not just from our
village, but people from other villages that do whale,
they come and help usto teach our kids and the villagers
how to get awhale. And | hate to see that gone, too,
because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the
food they provide us. They provided us with the food and
everything, not just our Elders useit for medicine. Our
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still trying to adapt to their way and our way. And it's
not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different
cultureswhen all -- we watch all our Elders before us
grow up just being people and not to have to worry about
food, not to worry about paying hbills, didn't have to
worry about buying gas. You didn't have to buy abullet.
But now we have to adapt to this.

Y ou guys have given us al these privileges that
you guys do, like the whaling. Wefinally got a quota for
thewhaling. We had to fight for it. | mean, our Elders
didn't haveto do that then. They went out and got a
whale.

And it's harder for usto see our kids have to
grow up thisway. | know for meitis. I'm speaking for
my baby in my stomach right now. | want my baby to grow
up to do what | did, to be able to eat what I'm eating and
not have to, you know, come to these kind of meetingsto
be the voice.

Y ou know, it should be stopped. Just, you know,
stop it. Somebody has got to stop it for us because we
may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the
power to stop it. And | hope somebody out there steps up
toit, you know. Listentous. Thisisour way of
living. Thank you.

MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE: Robert Lisbourne,
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kids, they get sick, the medicine that we get from the
clinic doesn't help.

The oils, sometimes the mothersrub it on their
kids chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk,
nuvuk. | don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something
that's, you know, something that's not good to have when
you are sick. And the ail that's used to help loosen up
the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they
feed them ateaspoon full of that, too. And that helps
those kids get better because the medicine doesn't work at
theclinic. Andif that'sgoneit's -- you know, it's
hard to get medicine out here, too. It's hard to get
anything out here to the Bush area.

It took two weeks just for aloaf of bread to
finally cometo Point Lay, and it takes three weeks
sometimes just for hamburger meat to come to Point Lay.
We can't afford a $520 trip from here to Barrow to go from
here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our income
alone. Sometimes our income alone doesn't make it through
the whole two weeks to buy our groceries. We haveto live
off the food that we have.

So our kids are not just being raised by the
weight of the -- how they are being raised right now with
the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but
they are also being taught with our culture. So we're
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for the record. We say no to offshore drilling. We will
continue to say no. So if the government goes out and do
this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing
from us. What would happen if | stole something from the
government? | gotojail, right? We have no authority to
do that to the government.

Sothisisvery serious. Itisour land. We
will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for
thousands of years. So I'm just saying if they go out
there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill,
there goes our food. That's our land. No more use for
our land. It'sstealing from us. So thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Anybody back here? Is
it time for a break, aten-minute break? | see acouple
heads shake. Why don't we take ten minutes, and if people
want to continue to talk we are going to stay.

(A break was taken.)

DR.JIM KENDALL: Okay. | think everybody
isin the room that's sitting down. And we have gone
around the room twice, and we want to make sure no one
leaves feeling that they didn't have their say. So
instead of going around the room again, I'm just going to
ask, who wants the microphone.

MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: Thank you. Willard
Neakok, for the record. I'm not going to speak for the
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lease 193 at thistime, but I'm going to speak for another
village, which is the village of Nuigsut. | know they are
going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ocean.
And they are surrounded by oil companies on land. They
have to go 30, 40, 50 milesjust to go inland to go hunt
caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep. And now they are
going to drill on their ocean.

They are covered by three sides, east, west, and
south. And now | feel sorry for Nuigsut for oil companies
closing their back door to their -- their ocean. And if
that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuigsut is going
to be surrounded completely. They have to go further out
to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they
might get.

We care for each and every one of our villages.
When we hear somebody hurt, gets hurt in a different
village, you know, we -- we have our sympathy towards
them, their families, their friends. And now their whole
village is going to be affected by closing their back door
and start having an oil company out there drilling. And
they are alot -- you know, the lease sale that's
happening over thereisalot closer than Lease Sale 193.

Y ou might be able to see that ail rig, drill rig
out there, that ship, you know. 1 just wanted to, you
know, let Mr. Salazar know that, you know, if they let

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRERRRERRRRRRR
O DN WNRPROOOWNOOMWNEPRO

spiritually, mentally. | hope it doesn't happen to us,
you know. | would say that I'd hate to be those people
going through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.

| hope thereisalot of compassion out there to
say | hope that, you know, the lease sale doesn't go
through and it's been approved for oil to be explored,
drilling because, you know, like | said, we care for each
other. We are supposed to care for each other. Y ou know,
we send money to different parts of the world, you know,
in case a natural disaster happens or what like happened
in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince William Sound. We
don't want it to happen to us.

And when | wrote my article for the newspaper,
you know, | don't want to see what could happen to our
animals, our way of living. | don't want to see what
happened down there happen to us up here. Y ou know, we
have alot of fisheries down therein Bering Sea. We have
alot of crabbing. We have, you know, walrus, marine
mammals that are going to be affected, not only here on
the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia,
Greenland, Norway, currents that not only goes through the
Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, Chukotka,
al different countriesif an il spill like what happened
in the Gulf of Mexico.

But most of al, you know, if the other lease
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these | ease sales happen, the exploratory drilling happen,
they arejust closing their back door to the Village of
Nuigsut. Because | don't want to have this happen to them
like what's happening now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill
rigsall over the place. And now you are going to have a
rig out in the ocean. Now they are going to have to go
further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there might
be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a
month or so.

Y ou know, that will cost the oil companies money
each and every day when they are not drilling. But they
got to think of feeding the village for the passion that
we have of living off the ocean. | hope that -- you know,
if anybody goesto Nuigsut, | hope thisis passed on to
them that another village cares for other people, other
villages here on the Slope. We are all related somehow,
someway. | haverelativesin Nuigsut. | have relatives
in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage,
whether by family, extended family, by blood, by marriage.

You know, | just feel sorry if that goes
through. And even over here, too, if lease 193 goes. You
know, people make decisionsin the Lower 48. Like someone
said, they don't care what happens up here. We care what
happens down there with all the storms, all the oil
spills, you know. You know, it affects us, too,
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salein the Arctic Ocean happens, you know, the Village of
Nuigsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting
aback door on them. | don't want to see that happen.

Y ou know, | care for everybody here on this earth.

So I'm grateful that folks came here and get our
testimonies. And hopefully Mr. Salazar, like | said,
makes the right decision to where we can live our way of
life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do,
what we hunt and share.

If you look at all these pictures here on the
wall, you know, we have spirituality over here. We have
togetherness on the other one. And al these pictures
behind you, you can see the smiles on the children's
faces. Over here, you know, we have old pictures,

'50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that
passed on their knowledge on how to take care of the
ocean. We have a picture here of uswhaling, not only us,
but different other villages along the coast, all up and
down the west coast of Alaska down to King Island.

Y ou know, if we let the oil companies come and
drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it
affects those people down there, too. Y ou can see the
happinessin the kids. If wetakethat away, if welet
somebody take that away, our heritage, our way of living,
our animals, we won't see those smiles.

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(29) Page 114 - Page 117

907-258-7100





Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental Pt. Lay
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE June 28, 2011
Page 118 Page 120

1 We will be asking ourselves why -- maybe Mr. 1 You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for
2 Salazar might say, why did | do this, why did | say yesto 2 oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so much
3 exploratory drilling. Now look what happened. They have 3 just to clean up afraction of that oil. So | hope
4 no animals. They can't hunt bowhead. They can't hunt the 4 Mr. Salazar takes that into consideration.
5 beluga. They can't harvest walrus, seals anymore because 5 Just like Willard was saying he's got lots, lots
6 | said yesto exploratory drilling. 6 on hisshoulders. And if that sale passes, it's going to
7 Mr. Salazar has alot of weight on his shoulders 7 getworse. Sol just hope and pray that he -- he makes
8 and, | hope he doesn't make it alot heavier by saying yes 8 theright decision. And again, I'd like to see the il
9 toexploratory drilling. 9 industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider
10 Thank you. 10 drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic. Thank you.
11 DR.JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Willard. 11 DR.JIM KENDALL: Thank you, sir. Anyone
12 Anybody else? | have an open mike. 1'm not going to go 12 else? Going once. Y ou found someone? Going once?
13 around and bother everybody. Isthat you, Nathan? 13 MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Danny Pikok, for
14 MR. NATHAN HENRY:: Nathan Henry here 14 therecord. Just to make one quick comment. | know oil
15 again. Taking about the oil, maybe scientists should try 15 means money, more funding, and that's great. Just
16 and do alittle experiment, like putting oil underground 16 drill -- drill in theright place, not in the ocean. No
17 and ail -- putting the oil and seeiif -- like, freeze it 17 offshore, you know. More oil, more money. Let's-- less
18 and see how long will the ail -- seeif the oil will keep 18 oil, more [indiscernible]. So we need to learn to go back
19 it cold and seeif, where there is no ail, you know, 19 totheold ways. And if we keep going in the direction we
20 compare like -- because | think if you take a million 20 arenow, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are
21 gallonsof il underground out, it might warm up because 21 just messing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.
22 maybe the oil might be keeping the ground cool. 22 Let'sgoto natural energy.
23 And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably 23 Thank you.
24 cause the ground to get warm, and thereisabig gap -- | 24 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. Okay.
25 think | said that onetime. Thereisahbig gap when they 25 Anyoneelse?
Page 119 Page 121
1 empty out the ground from the oil. Thereisthat big gap. 1 MR.LLOYD PIKOK: Good evening. Lloyd
2 What do they do? Do they fill it in or leave it empty? 2 Pikok. And you know, thereis-- everybody isrelying on
3 DR. JIM KENDALL: Itfillsin. 3 oail, you know, throughout the whole world, and thereis a
4 MR. NATHAN HENRY:: By itself? 4 population bigger than Point Lay and there is a population
5 DR. JIM KENDALL: Usualy with water or 5 bigger than the North Slope, and their demand for ail is
6 salt or something. 6 bigger than us wanting to stop it. And | believeit's not
7 MR. NATHAN HENRY:: But does that warm that 7 if; it's going to be when they are going to start
8 areaup? 8 drilling.
9 DR. JIM KENDALL: | don't know. 9 And what do you guys have planned for our
10 MR. NATHAN HENRY:: See, we don't know, 10 communities to benefit off of this? You know, if -- the
11 either. Andit would just be good if, like, scientists go 11 way | fed it, you know, everybody has got so far to the
12 and check it out seeif the ail is keeping the ground cool 12 point where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a
13 or theearth cool. | don't know. | just thought maybe 13 renewable resource to live off of. And | feel like, you
14 I'd say that. Good evening. Quyanagpak. Thank you. 14 know, you guys should have something in position for us,
15 DR. JIM KENDALL: I will learn some of the 15 you know, like the students and the people that are
16 words. Anyoneelse? | still have the mike here. It'sin 16 learning here to give us something to learn so that we can
17 my hand. It'sstill on. The battery still works. 17 doit, because we know the environment more than --
18 MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Danny Pikok, for 18 Y ou know, everybody has lived off the
19 therecord. Prime exampleisback inthe early and 19 environment for so long, and | feel that if you guyslearn
20 mid '40s, we had the government stage with radar sites all 20 and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give
21 up and down the coast of Alaska and who knows where else. 21 everybody the proper training, that might end in a safer,

NN NN
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And modern technology, state-of-the-art technology, got
rid of those radars, and it cost the government more money
to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites. All

the mess those radar sites caused. And just like dgjavu.

N NN DN
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you know, conclusion than just coming into our backyard
and start drilling. Y ou guys should learn to train us and
give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are
going to do it and send people from up there. And find a
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way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are
going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just
give them that proposal of, you know --

Because there are students and people around
here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because
they know the way their environment is and they know
exactly how it works. And | just want to know how you
guys are going to make the communities that you are going
to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to
make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this
oil isgone and if we are going to deplete, we are just
going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are
going to take our land.

And theail, if it were to come up and it were
to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to
stop it? That'sall | got to say. Thanks.

DR. JIM KENDALL: And that's why we keep
going until everyone has a chance to speak. Well said.
Thank you. Anyone else? Anyone wants to speak again?
Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak? Good comments.

MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Thisjust comesto
my mind. | have been thinking about it for awhile, you
know. The more oil we have, the price of oil goes down.
And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up.

And that could help this nation to, you know, start

© 00N O WNP
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pounds of carbon monoxide. And that's-- you know, | was
taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.

And | mean, these housesrun at like -- | don't
even know how much, but it burns so much oil and that's
what's causing us to, you know, look for more is because
we are burning more of it. What if we learn to conserve
itin away, you know, into our building, into our
lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of
that extradollar. Y ou know, we run off that one gallon
of oil and we make it last aslong asfive, ten gallons.

And it would be nice to seeif you guysinvested
in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to
think about, you know, letting this happen. And we would
be -- we would feel more, you know, safe. That would
cause the thought of drilling oil awhole lot more. We
wouldn't need to drill so much ail if we knew how to use
it if we knew the efficiency of how to produceit and then
how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just
burning it all up and we are not finding away to confine
it and conserveit.

And that'sal | had to say. Thanks.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Lloyd. Well
said. Anyone €else?
MR. LEO FERREIRA, IlI: Leo Ferreira, 111,

for therecord. | guess| have asmal, little comment.

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 123

conserving, conserve our oil, you know. | mean, if I'm
going to buy a gallon of gasand it costs me $12, I'm
going to bereal careful how | use that gas.

Just take into consideration, Mr. Salazar. More
oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same. Less
oil, price goes up. The more we conserve -- the more we
help ourselves, the more we can help the planet.

Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. It'sLloyd,
right?
MR.LLOYD PIKOK: Lloyd Pikok again. And

he's talking about conserving our oil, and | think it
would be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that
can conserve our oil, you know, to make your dollar go a
little bit further, you know. Kind of invest in ways that
we use oil awhole lot less than when we did before for
those Toyo stoves and anything.

Y ou build a better environment for the oil to
keep going and we will have more cil. We will have more
sustainable oil because we know how to use it more
efficiently. And | feel likeif you guys are going to
comein and drill, you might as well find away to use
this oil awhole lot more sustainable than just, you know,
burning up half of what you are going to get because |
know that when you burn one gallon of ail, you produce 34
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Just acrazy ideathat | just thought of since | have been
hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we
hunt at and what we hunt because | already know -- |
aready have afeeling that the federal government, they
will take our comments and use it to make stipulations and
regulations for the gas and oil industry.

And | just had acrazy ideathat since they are
going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if
they do find oil -- and they probably might, but we don't
know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that
point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the
federal government should take into consideration because
every village isunique in their own way. Kotzebue
depends on fish. It'stheir yearly supply for
subsistence. Point Hope, theirsis bowhead whale. And
Point Lay is unique to the beluga. And Wainwright could
be bowhead and walrus and so forth. So every village
lives alittle bit different cultural lifestyle. But we
al depend on the same animals.

So if we get to past the exploration and get to
development, | think the federal government should let the
outlying communities regul ate and mandate their own
wildlifein their areas with the stipulations that we are
trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest
our sea animals from the ocean and from the land, that
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these stipulations should be in place to help us protect
our culture.

And | hopethey -- it'sagood idea, avery good
idea, | think, that we should get to regulate our own
seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we
can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a
while so we can harvest our beluga. | think these other
villages might want to do other things like they might
want atime frame to stop the activity so they can harvest
their whale when the whales are passing by on their
migration route.

That wasjust anidea. Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Leo. With
those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's
comment be the last comments? Going once. Going twice.
Y ou want to get the last comment?

Good night. Going threetimes. Thank you very,
very much for hanging in there. We had a good meeting.
Good comments. And we will be back to share. Thank you
very, very much. Have agood night.

(Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m.)
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS

DR. JI M KENDALL: Before we do anything
else, I'd like to start off with a blessing. And we are
honored that Wl lard has agreed to give the blessing for
us tonight.

(Bl essing offered by WI Il ard Neakok.)

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much,
Wllard. Wll, good evening. WlIlcone to the public
hearing for the Revised Draft Suppl enental Environnent
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent for 193. That is a
nmout hful. 1'"mnot going to give you all the details on
t hat because we are going to have a little bit of briefing
on that so that we can start everybody off at the sane
poi nt .

Now, who are we? 1In the |ast couple of

nmeeti ngs, we have had fol ks stop us al nost hal fway through
the neeting and say we are not exactly sure who you peopl e
are. Well, we are fromthe Bureau of Ccean Energy
Managenent, Regul ati on and Enforcenment. W are a federal
agency bureau within the Departnent of Interior. W are
the Feds. W are not the oil and gas industry and we are
not a nongovernnental organization or an NGO. Qur job is
to manage the energy and mi neral resources on the Quter

Continental Shelf. W are unbiased. That's our job, to

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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be unbi ased.

The whol e point of this neeting is to get
information fromthis community to help us nmake a certain
docunent better because that docunent and the materi al
that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker. The
deci sionnaker is the Secretary of the Interior. He wll
make the decision. W don't make the decision. W just
package up the information that people have to give us.

Now, ny nane is JimKendall. |[|'mthe regional
director for the Al aska Regi on of BOEMRE. Carrying that
chair over there is Mke Haller. Mke Haller is our
community |iaison. He helps us nake contact with the
communities to make sure your information gets into the
system

Sitting down there is Sharon Warren. Sharon is
t he project manager for this. She's the one that has to
make sure everything works and cones together. Sitting
next to her is Mchael Routhier. Mchael is the EI'S
coordinator. He takes all the pieces and puts it together
fromthe scientists. And Scott Bl ackburn is over there.
He was taking nanes. He is our technical expert and
technical editor. H's job to is to nake sure all the
information we get froma |ot of different people flows.

All right. Now, the other person we brought

Wth us is extrenely inportant. And that's Mary Vavri k.
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Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this
I nformati on down. And | am breaking one of the cardinal
rules. |I'mtalking too fast. |It's real inportant that
Mary gets this down. So whenever you speak, we are going
to ask that you say your name, speak slowy and | oud
enough with the m crophone that Mary can get it. All
right?

Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to
open it up for public coment. And we are going to do it
alittle bit differently. After we ask if any of our
El ders would |i ke to make comments or any of the el ected
officials, we are going to keep going around the room W
are going to walk the m ke around to every single person
in the roomnultiple tines so everybody has a chance to
speak. You can either pass or nake a comment. But it's
goi ng to cone around again, and you can speak again or
pass. W are going to keep doing that until everybody in
the roomfeels |like they have said everything they need to
say for us. GCkay. W don't want anybody | eaving this
room feeling that their voice was not heard. Okay?

Now, with that, I'mgoing to quit tal king, which
l'"mreal good at. | never shut up. And |I'm going to pass
this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are
her e.

MS. SHARON WARREN: Thank you, and thank

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100
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you for allowng us to cone into your conmmunity and
provide this information to you and to get the comments
fromyou because it's very inportant.

Wiy are we here today? W' re here because we
have a specific docunent that's back on the table. It's
t he Revi sed Draft Suppl enental Environnental | npact
Statenent for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193. And when was the
| ease sale? The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.
We did an environnmental inpact statenment in 2007 prior to
conducting the sale. There was six conpanies that bid on
the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas. W
offered 29.3 mllion acres, and 2.8 mllion acres was
| eased. And that was in 2008. And | know today is 2011.

So here i s what happened. Days before the | ease
sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the | ease sale. They
all eged that the EIS -- they said that the EIS to the
Court did not address the potential environnmental inpacts
t hat was necessary for us to do under the National
Envi ronment al Policy Act.

So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EI' S
on nost part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns,
and he wanted those concerns addressed.

The three i ssues he wanted to address was, he
said the agency failed to anal yze the environmental

I npacts of natural gas devel opnment, even though there was
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i ndustry interest in the natural gas and even though we,
In our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil conpanies
that if they bid on the tract and i ssued and got a |ease,
that they al so had incentives to produce the gas after the
oil. So the judge said you didn't | ook at the

envi ronnental inpact of that part of the process.

The judge also said that we failed to determ ne
whet her the mssing information identified was rel evant to
the federal regulations. Part of the litigation that we
are in, there was an exhibit that was submtted and there
was pages of quotations out of our docunent that we said
we had m ssing information, there was uncertainty, there
was unknowns. So when we had that, there is a regulatory
process that you nust go through to assess and determ ne.

The last one is that we failed to determ ne
whet her the cost of obtaining the information was
exor bitant or the nmeans of doing so was unknown. So the
Court told us that we needed to go back, that we coul dn't
do anything nore until we went back.

So what did we do in response to the court
order? W drafted a suppl enental environnental i npact
statenment to address the Court's concerns, and we cane out
here on the draft SEI'S back in Novenber. Sone of you nay
have been at that public hearing. W cane back to take a

| ook and get your comments on the docunent. W did
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recei ve over 150,000 comrents.

And I'Il turn the m ke over to Mke so he can
tell you what happened next on this.

MR M CHAEL ROUTHI ER: So as Sharon was
sayi ng, we received over 150,000 comrents on the draft
SEIS we prepared. And that's in addition to all the
public testinony we received going around to all the
vill ages and then down in Anchorage. WMany of the comments
t hat we received asked the agency to anal yze what woul d
happen if sonething went horribly wong and there was a
very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.

As you all remenber, this is comng on the heels
of the Deepwater Horizon event. Everyone has seen those
images on TV. It was and is of great concern to people.
We, as an agency, in review ng the comments, consi dered
what can we do to address sone of these concerns, and we
deci ded that the best thing to do would be to prepare an

anal ysis of the potential environnental effects of a very

| arge oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.
Now, the termvery large oil spill, what does
that nean? Well, we have a great group of geologists in

our office, and we went to them and asked the question,
what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that
coul d possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.

And so they studied sone data, and they
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basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is
the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.
We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our

wi |l dlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality
experts. And they |ooked at the scenario and then wote
anal ysis on what the potential environnental effects could
be from such an oil spill.

It is inmportant to renenber that VLOS is a
hypot hetical event. |It's an extrene case. |It's an
extrenely large spill. And it's not -- it doesn't
represent any actual well that a conpany is proposing to
drill. It's just sonething we are using in our NEPA
analysis to informthe decisionnaker of the gravity of
t hese concerns.

A very large oil spill, as | just described, is
actually a bit different than another termthat you m ght
hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities
In general, that term being worst-case discharge. | bet
sone of you have probably heard that term Just as an
expl anation, the term worst case discharge is a specific
termfound in our regulations, and it's a required part of
an exploration plan.

Ri ght now we are at the | ease sale stage. There
Is a couple -- there is | eases out there, and the

Secretary eventually has to deci de whether he wants to
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reaffirmthose or cancel sone or cancel all those | eases.
We are at the | ease sale stage. |If sonme | eases were to be
affirmed and if an oil conpany were to down the road
submt an exploration plan, then that exploration plan
woul d i nclude a worst-case di scharge.

The worst-case di scharge cal cul ation includes a
|l ot nore information than the very large oil spill because
there is a specific conpany that wants to drill a specific
type of well in a specific |ocation going out for a
specific type of oil. So a lot of the variables are
known. There is a lot nore informati on known. So the
nunbers mght be a little different. This is just a
heads-up in case you see this other termcone up. And
It's the worst-case discharge that is used to informthe
oil spill response pl an.

So in other words, when the conpany prepares and
stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they
wll use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.

MS. SHARON WARREN: So what do we need
fromyou today? W need to have your comrents on the
Draft Revised Draft Suppl enental Environnental | npact
Statenment. As | said, we were here in Novenber. W took
your comments. And we now have anot her docunent for you
to review

We are | ooking for your comments. W are using
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regul ati ons. gov, and the website is here. W also have
sone handouts over there at the table on how you can
access regul ations.gov. And then after the break -- yeah,
at the break that we wll probably take, you can come up
and see the maps that we have up on the wall. It shows
what the -- what the area is that was the | ease sal e area.
It shows what -- the alternatives, what was sone of the
areas that was | ooked at prior to the decision being nade
on this. So again, this -- this is a decision that the
Secretary will be making.

So after this public hearing, what happens next?
What happens is we will take your comments that you
provi ded us, and we really need them because we really
need to make sure that the docunment and the way we portray
subsi stence, the patterns, the mgratory patterns, is the
correct information that we have before us. And we wl|
t ake those comments that you provide to us. W wll take

the public testinony, transcripts that we al so have. W

wll go through those to take a ook at it to see where we
w || make changes in the docunent. And so that what we
wll have is a final supplenental environnental i npact
statenent that will include the transcripts, wll include

our response to comments that people have provided us, and
also you wll know where in the docunent that changes were

made and how your conmments were incorporated in the
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docunent .

Then what happens? W are under a court
deadline. W have litigation. Judge Beistline said,
fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill. It
i's beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he
said at the tine that we really didn't need to hold public
heari ngs, but the agency felt that it was necessary to
cone out with this docunent again, back out to the
communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the
correct information in the docunent for the very |large oil
spill. So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do
t hose things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary
deci sion by Cctober 3rd.

And so for us to have a decision so that the
Secretary can make the decision by Cctober 3rd, we wll
finalize the supplenental EIS, and it will be in final
formsonetinme in early Septenber because it has to be out
there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be
made.

Again, this is the | ease sale. Wether -- the
Secretary can either affirmthe | ease sale on how it was
conducted in 2008 and the | eases that were issued; he can
nmodi fy it; he can cancel the | eases. He can -- everything
Is on the table with this decision.

And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four
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processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act: The five-year
program the |ease sale stage, the exploration stage, and
t he devel opnment and production stage. So the decision

t hat needs to be made, even though this docunent takes a

| ook at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS,

the decision the Secretary wll make is whether or not to
go forward with the | ease sal e.

DR JI M KENDALL: And when was the
docunent made avail able to the public?

M5. SHARON WARREN: W brought this
docunent out to the public -- notification was on the 21st
of May. And we did -- around that tine we sent it out to
many of the stakehol ders. The docunent was sent out. And
t hen when we went out to the public hearings, several
weeks prior to comng to the public hearings, we also sent
docunents out to the conmmunities so that the docunents
woul d be here when we al so cane here.

DR. JI M KENDALL: And the comment peri od
ends, agai n?

M5. SHARON WARREN: Yes. The comment
period is July 11th, and we are using regul ations.gov. So
pl ease provide your comrents by July 11th. If you have
got any questions, like | said, there is a handout on how
to do that. On the |ast page of the handout there is a

t el ephone nunber to contact if you have any questi ons on
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how t o navi gate through regul ati ons. gov, and we will be
nore than happy to have sonebody wal k you through it from
t he office.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon. Just
before | forget, we do have an interpreter. \Wat happened
to Janes? Janes is there. He's offered to interpret for
us if we need to. So please, if any of you feel that you
want to use the interpreter, Janes, just tell us.

Now, the next part of this is |I'm adanant that
everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says
exactly what they are thinking. And we will stay here as
long as we need to. This is really, really inportant. W
are not the decisionnmaker, but we have to take the
I nformation to the decisionmaker. And so when we send
t hi s package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be
able to say we went to everybody we could possibly go to
to get the information for you to base your deci sion.

And so that's what's before us tonight. And if
you feel you want to think about it, that's fine. W have
till July 11th. The docunent is back there. W have got
Chs. It's on the Web. There is tinme to look at it and
gi ve us your comrent to inprove it.

Now we're going to open it up to public comrent,
and we are not, of course, nenbers of the community here,

so | don't know all the El ders. So | would like, first of
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all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there
are any community Elders that would |like to start us off.
Woul d anyone |ike to vol unteer?

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM |'m not an El der, but
|'ve got a question. Robert Suydam Typically in public
hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.
Is that how this is going to be run tonight? Are you just
taking comments, or will you answer questions?

DR JI M KENDALL: Well, we want to get as
much fromthe community as we can. And we want to be
careful. | nmean, we could answer some very basic
questions, but the fear is if we get too nuch into a
di al ogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden
there is people around the roomwho don't have a chance.
So sinple questions, yes, | think we can answer, but we
have got to keep it going. And there is always tine --
you can call us on the phone. You can send us ot her
questions. But the inportant thing here is everybody has
a chance.

So the answer to your question is hal fway. W
just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of
peopl e and other folks are sitting there wondering when do
| get to say ny piece. So a little respect for everybody.
Bill.

MS. SOPH E HENRY: | have a question. |
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didn't catch the beginning part. Are you guys -- |ike,
what's your situation? Are you for oil, in the mddle, or
you oppose it?

DR JI M KENDALL: 1'mglad you asked t hat
question. GCkay. That sanme question was asked before at
anot her neeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at
the very beginning. W represent the Departnent of
Interior. W are part of the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Managenent, Regul ati on and Enforcenent, BOEMRE, and we are
the regulators. Okay. W are not for oil and gas. W
are not against oil and gas. The m ssion we have is to
make sure what you think gets to the decisionnaker, who is
the Secretary of Interior. Okay. So | nean, ny job -- if
soneone asks ne, | don't have an opinion. M job is to
get your opinions and your infornmation to the top.

MR. W LLARD NEAKOK: W Il ard Neakok, for
the record. |Is this the only -- | nean, you say a |ot of
different other villages. 1Is it just for the outlying
coastal villages that you are getting testinony from or
Is it the whole state of Al aska?

DR JI M KENDALL: Basically the whol e
state of Al aska and anybody el se who wants to coment. So
far now, we have gotten comrents from Fl ori da about this.
So it's open to the entire country and anybody el se. |

think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual
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visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:
Poi nt Lay, Point Hope, Wainwight, Barrow, Kotzebue. W
had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tonorrow
night in Anchorage. W can't visit every place, but we
need to visit places |ike Point Lay.

MR. W LLARD NEAKOK: Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Again, before we open it
up generally, are there any Elders that would like to
speak first? This is really inportant. And the reason
why | like to push that is that 1'"ma big believer in
tradi ti onal know edge or traditional science, if you want
tocall it that. And ny staff and | are working as hard
as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects
of nature and observation and science in the docunent, as
well. So are there any Elders that would |like to speak
before we start? Any elected officials, |ike nmaybe the
mayor ? Ckay.

In that case, then, let's start the process.
And it gets kind of fun. Wat side should | start on, or
should | start in the mddle? I|I'mgoing to start wth
you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.

MR EARL KING K (lnupiaq.) M nane is
Earl Kingik. | come from Point Hope. |'ma whaler. |
bel ong to a clan called Qagmagtuuq. | work for an

organi zation call ed Al aska W derness League. W have
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been doing this for a long tinme. Native Village of Point
Hope took the governnent, took our own governnent to
court, and you see what we cone up with. This is what we
want to hear.

| amhere to listen to you guys. |'mnot here
to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you
guys are saying. And that way, whenever | go to different
villages, we will do it better. And hopefully we wll
have Dr. Kendall give all the coments to everybody.

We had over 60 people in Point Hope. To ny
feeling, 100 percent was agai nst offshore activity due to
oil spill and other issues that's in front of them CQur
peopl e even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANVWR so
they would stay away from our ocean we | ove the nost, the
garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and
everything that's been going on for thousands of years.

It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to
you guys. This is your chance, and we want to hear and |
want to hear fromyou guys, too. That wll nake ny work a
little easier. Like sonebody said, who all is going to be
gi vi ng coment s.

| went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tri bal
organi zations. They passed a resol ution opposing offshore
activities. | went to National Council of Anerican

I ndians. | asked for their assistance in protecting our
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ocean due to the fast novenent of the Bush era. The Bush
era gave us a big headache. Now we are going to have to
ki nd of slow them down, and tine-out is called upon them
So this is your chance to open your heart to the
garden you |l ove the nost, the garden that provides unity,
The garden that provides cultural activities throughout
t he whol e community because we are part of the ecosystem
here. The ecosystem shoul dn't be nessed around wth.
Thank you.
DR JI M KENDALL: Sir, you have the floor.
MR JULIUS REXFORD, SR : My name is

Julius Rexford, Senior. |I'ma whaling captain for the
Village of Point Lay. | also sit on AEWC as a
comm ssioner, and I sit on -- | sat on the North Sl ope

Borough Wldlife Commttee for about five or six years.
And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like
it's not going to happen, the opening of our CQuter
Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to tal k about
stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and
to the BCEMRE staff and personnel.

That 60-nmile buffer zone is sonething that needs
to be there. | know that these ships will be using | ow --
t he | owest grade fuel to get out there and run their
operations. W need to put in stipulations on having them

use ultra low sulfur fuels to burn in their ships and
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their rigs and all their little vessels.

And anot her one is there should not be nore than
one drilling operation at any tine, not nore than one.
And another one is the nmud tailings that they will be

putting out into our ocean should not be discharged. Zero

di scharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into
our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.
And I'l| probably tal k about nore later on. And

"Il pass the m ke on.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. W LLARD NEAKOK: For the record,
W | ard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter,
alternate planning departnent for the North Sl ope Borough.
| amin opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore
drilling because, you know, like it was nentioned earlier,
you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we
| ose everything in our ocean: Plankton, fish, seals,
whal es, wal rus, whatever marine manmal that is out there
because we live off of those animals. It keeps us warm
during the wwnter. You know, we -- we do not waste any of
that food that we get fromout there.

You know, | wote a comment -- | wote a letter

i n opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, |
got a |lot of feedback froma lot of different people

saying that, you know, |'mnot, you know -- that |'m not,
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you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep
our hones going, cars and everything. | never even

menti oned about that. | know we need the fuel. | know we
need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our
lives.

And, you know, what can we do on land first
before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean
currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea. And it's
going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there
if we have a very large oil spill.

You know, Prince WIlliam Sound is still trying
to recuperate. But if you dig down a foot deep in certain
areas, you wll still find oil. And what happened in Qulf
of Mexico, how many mllions of gallons was, you know,
pouring out into the ocean? Took them four nonths to
finally cap that thing off, or close to four nonths. You
know, if we have it here, we lose our wldlife, our
culture of hunting, whaling, fishing. W |ose everything.

That's scary.

| want ny kids, ny grandkids -- |like | stated,
you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, | want themto
enjoy what | have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in
Point Lay. | want themto taste the food that | have
tasted, | have hunted, | have given out, | have shared. |

want ny grandki ds and possibly ny great-grandkids, too, to
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enjoy the things that | have enjoyed because if we have a

very large oil spill, you know, we | ose everything.
The whales live off the krill. And those are
little, tiny creatures. |If we |ose those, we |ose the

whal e. We have beluga. W have fish. The belugas eat
the fish. The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so
forth all the way down to the planktons, m cro-organi sns.
We have wldlife. W have seabirds cones fromas far as

Argentina, South Pole comng up this way to mgrate to

be -- you know, repopulate. And we |ose those, too. But
mai nly, you know, fromthe ocean. |If we have a | arge oi
spill, we | ose everything, our way of life.

And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go
to our local store to try and substitute the food that we
have hunted for generations, fromgeneration to generation
t hat was passed down by word of nouth. No docunented
things like that on the board on how we do things.

Qur Elders taught us how to hunt, how to take
care of the ocean, how to take care of the aninals on the
| and. W have a wonderful state. W have a wonderfu

vill age. We have a wonderful way of life.

If we | ose our ocean, you know -- | don't know
how many tines | m ght have to say this -- but we | ose
everything. And if we start -- you know, the way that

gl obal warm ng is going, pretty soon we are going to have
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ships comng fromAtlantic Ccean comng this way. They

w ll be using that Northwest Passage. Wat about them

t hat di scharge, you know, their waste, their oils? And
what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a
coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or
so. Just |ike what we see down there in the Lower 48, go
all over the world, we have ships. If we go up north or
down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.

You know, that's a scary thought. | don't want
my grandki ds or great-grandkids or even ny kids to see the
devastation that we m ght have if we say go ahead and
drill. Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves,
why did you guys say yes for themto go and drill? Now
our ocean doesn't have any life init.

We have currents that, |like | said, every
coastal village and here on the west side of Al aska is
going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario
have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico. W'l
have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to
shore. That's an ugly sight to see all those people in
Fl orida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up. Do we
want that? | know | sure don't. Even ny great-grandkids
m ght even see tar balls keep washing ashore. W wl|
start snelling the oil like in Prince WIlIliam Sound. Wl k

around, start snelling that oil that seeped into the
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ground. And that's a scary thing to think about. But the

nost scariest part is we | ose everyt hing.

| love the way | have |ived before, hunting,
fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has
provided for us Inupiats. W are all up and down the
Al aska coastline. |I'mgrateful that hopefully, you know,
our Secretary of Interior will |isten, understand what |
want to see in the future: C ean ocean, our wldlife
still out there.

| know t hat global warm ng is maki ng our ice
t hi nner and thinner, thinner every year. Pretty soon we
m ght not even have a North Pole. Al it wll be is just
magnetic north, no ice.

A lot of things are happening globally, and we
see it up here first. W see things that are going on at
Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills,
devastation of aninmals. M ght bounce back another 50 or
60 years, but that's |ike 50 years of just going to the

store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food

t hat we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the

ocean, our garden. It's scary, real scary. | want ny
grandki ds to, you know, enjoy the foods that | have
enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing,

subsisting the way | have enjoyed it.

| better pass the m crophone on. | get carried
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away because | don't want to see offshore drilling. W
see oil conpani es say zero discharge, zero discharge.
Looks good on paper. Looks good when they talk to us but,
you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human
error. And that's their way of saying zero discharge,
still having oil spill.

|'mgrateful that, you know, hopefully our voice
wll be heard. Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of
Interior will think about the statenents that are going on
ri ght now, testinonies throughout Al aska or throughout the
worl d regarding the Quter Continental Shelf plans to drill
I n the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic QOcean.

So I'"'mglad that you folks are here. And I'1I1
pass it on. Thank you.

MR. WLLARD L. NEAKOK: How do | follow

that? I'min the sane position as ny dad. First of all,
my nane is WIlard Neakok, and | have no see -- no
representative. | represent nobody. | just wanted to

represent the Village of Point Lay. Qur people are
fighting people, and we have had to fight for our | and.
We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are
fighting for our ocean. So why stop now?

| mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like ny
dad said, we |ove the food. W |ove doing all that. And

Il may -- I"'mone of the | eaders -- drum | eaders for our
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comunity, and | love it. | love it wth a passion. And
you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for

successful hunting and celebrate life. And so |l amin no

posi tion supporting offshore drilling.
M5. MARIE TRACEY: |'m Marie Tracey from
the Native Village of Point Lay. | work for our nayor's

office as a comunications liaison for the Native Vill age
of Point Lay, and I'"ma volunteer fire fighter and a
vol unt eer anbul ance crew nenber, and |'m a coordi nator for

t he vol unteer search and rescue group, and |I'mthe ASTAC

director. |I'ma nother. |'ma grandnother. 1|'m not
supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wi sh that they
would try and drill onshore before they try to drill

of f shor e.

And with that global warm ng that we have been
w tnessing, last fall we had thousands and t housands of
wal ruses of f our beach. | was born in the old site on the
sand spit across there. And about one mle north of the
vill age on the beach to our 11 mles, maybe at | east ten
mles up the beach was | oaded with wal ruses. And then
when you | ook out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands
and t housands out there. And if you see our walrus
pi cture, the walruses, when they cone on | and, they are
ri ght next to each other, real crowded and everyt hi ng.

And that's how they were com ng up on the beach.
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And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach,
t hey were being pushed up on the | and, you know, wth nore
wal ruses coning up on the sandy beach, just really
crowded. And you could hear them And when you | ook out
i n the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you
woul d see nothing but |ike brown spots, brown |lines at the
di stance, there is so many wal ruses out there.

If there is a stanpede, then you coul d hear
their nmourning, their loss of a loved one. It's really
sad to hear. And but when they cane in, they were so | oud
that the next norning I was talking with nmy cousin. She
said, boy, | couldn't sleep last night. M neighbors just
| i ke they were quarreling all night. | couldn't sleep. |
told her those were the wal ruses out there naking noi ses.
She said, oh, ny, | thought they were ny nei ghbors.

Anyway, but -- and then we have our bel uga
harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.
We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here. He cones to
tag our beluga, and then when he tags them he set them
free, and then they would nonitor them because they woul d
have satellite tags on them And then when he gets
i nformation, he would give it to us, and we would see
where the bel uga go, you know, because they are tagged.
And it's amazing to see where they go because we have

never had this informati on bef ore. And si nce Robert
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Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of
I nformati on about beluga. And they take sanpl es.

And now we have a | oon study going on. Dani el
Ri zzol a from UAF Fai r banks has been com ng here for three
years to tag the | oons, and he would al so send us
information. |It's anmazing where these birds and where
these mammals go. And | would |ike to keep this going
because we are getting a wealth of infornmation fromthese
people that cone in to our village.

And Robert Suydamis getting old with us, too.
And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.

But I would -- | would discourage drilling in our ocean
because we have hardly had any cari bou around our vill age
and that noves our neal from 1ike, caribou neat which
grew up with as a nain course of our neals, |ike

di nnertine and even | unch.

And especially, too, when our young ones go out
hunti ng or else we have searches |like during the wnter,
we woul d have sone food for them you know, |ike dried
nmeat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food
out there when they go out. And sonetinmes we search for
days, and it's mles and mles of travel | ooking for
peopl e and hoping to take them hone alive. It's just so
hard for us up here, but we | ove our food.

We would i ke to ask our Secretary of State
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[sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep
our way of life, please. This global warmng is really
hard on our wal ruses because they have to | eave their
young and travel hundreds of mles out to sea where they
feed, and then they would have to conme back to their young
ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.

Anyway, |'Il pass this on to Ms. Suydamuntil
t he next round. Thank you.

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM (Good evening. M nane
Is Robert Suydam |I'ma wildlife biologist with the North
Sl ope Borough Departnent of WIldlife Managenent. |'ve
lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay
I's kind of ny second hone and the fol ks here are ny second
famly, that we have been working together a long tine to
| earn nmore about bel ugas.

And Marie, thank you for the nice things that
you have said but, you know, nmuch of the credit goes to
the community and the hunters here for helping all of the
scientists -- not just ne, but the others here in the room
and others not here -- for the successes.

|'d also |ike to say thanks to Jimand the rest
of the BOEMRE crew, BUMVER [ pronunci ation] crew, whatever
it is. Thanks for com ng to Point Lay and thanks for
coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the

resi dents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask
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t hem about what they think about this EIS. Several people
have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary

Sal azar actually listens to people here that are nore
directly affected by the actions associated with this EI S
t han nost other people in the country. So because they
are -- the risk is greater for folks here -- the benefits
aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the
opi nions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater
wei ght. And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely
to the things that people say here.

Jim 1'd also like to say congratul ations to you
for your appointnment as the state director. | think you
are a good addition to Al aska and the agency here.

DR, JI M KENDALL: Thank you.
MR ROBERT SUYDAM So wel corme.
DR JI M KENDALL: Thanks, Robert.

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM | have a few things to
say, and maybe 1'l|l say just a couple of themnow to start
wth. And maybe |I'Il start with something that Marie was

t al ki ng about, which was science and the need for
information. And | know that part of your revised
suppl emental EI'S was about identifying information that
was needed and how much it cost.

And | haven't had a chance to review that

section of the EIS yet, but | think it's really inportant
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to highlight the need for information and using that
Informati on to nake decisions that | have been surprised
to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico
and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limted ability
of agencies to understand potential inpacts or assess

I npacts, especially to mari ne mammal popul ati ons.

There is so little informati on known about the
popul ati on size or status or health of those narine
mammal s that being able to assess what the inpacts were is
very restricted, very limted. And so | think we are in a
little bit better position up here that we know a | ot
about bel ugas, we know a | ot about bowheads and wal ruses
and other things, but there is still very limted
I nf or mati on.

And so encouragi ng the agency not just to
eval uate what information is m ssing, but also nake --
continue to make efforts -- | know you have nade great
efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or
ten years, to help fill sone of the data gaps, but please
keep doing that. Keep funding studies. Keep funding
studi es to docunent traditional know edge. You know t hat
many of the people in this room know nore about the
envi ronnent than any scientist or nanager. So your
Identification of traditional know edge as being key in

maki ng decisions | think is really valid. And |I hope the
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agency is able to continue to do that.

As you eval uate comments on your EIS, please
first take a | ook at the data gap anal ysis that USGS
recently did. And | think that's a pretty extensive
docunent, and it may be difficult and chall enging for the
agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but |I think it's
really inmportant. |It's available infornation about data

gaps, and pl ease use that to nake your EIS here nore

conpl et e.

So again, just enphasizing the need to use
information to nake decisions, | think that's really,
really inmportant. But |I think there are sone other things

that are al so inportant.

I n the docunent you tal k about threshol ds and
when a threshold is reached, that then the inpact becones
significant. On page 75, | think it is here, of the
docunent, you say that -- that "a significant effect on
subsi stence harvest patterns occurs when one or nore of
subsi stence resources becone unavail able for a period of
one to two years."

So essentially the way | read that is that you
are telling Point Lay and WAi nwight and Barrow that if
the actions that result fromthis EI'S coul d nmake
subsi stence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it

was |l ess than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's
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nmore than that it would be. And | think that's
| nappropri at e.

| think that if the actions resulting fromthis
El S cause subsi stence resources to be unavailable for two
nont hs or two weeks is significant and i nappropriate. And
so in this docunent, previous EISs and future EISs, I
think you need to change the threshol ds that you use for
evaluating significant inpacts, that the culture, the
people that live in these communities rely on subsi stence
resources. The unique culture that is here is incredibly
val uabl e, and saying that it won't be a significant inpact
unl ess bel ugas or bowheads aren't available for two years
I's just not right and sonething -- the agency shoul d
approach things differently than that and revise this EI' S
and make sure that future EISs are done differently.

"Il pass the m ke on for now.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Robert. It's
great to be in Alaska. My wife is packing up the house in
Virginia right now

We are going to go around this way now and work
our way back. GCkay? | have a nice group of people here
in a circle. Wuld anyone like to take the m ke?

MR. DANNY PI KK, JR : Thank you. And
t hank you for comng to Point Lay and hel pi ng our way of

life. And for the record, ny name is Danny Pi kok, Juni or.
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And | am agai nst offshore drilling, any offshore activity
because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I'"mafraid of.
It's the noise pollution. And I'd like to see oi
conpani es exhaust the | and before they decide to do any
offshore drilling of any energy resources.

And I'd like to see the oil conpanies focus on
natural energy. They are spending too nuch nobney to start
drilling offshore in the Arctic. They should spend their
nmoney | ooking for alternative energy. | nean, just |ook
what happened in our oil field. W struck oil, it was a
big deal, and nowit's gone. W had all that oil, all the
gas, all the jobs.

It spoiled Native way of life. W are spoiled
now. | mean, |ook -- you go look in the beach, the notors
are too big. They burn too nuch gas. W get spoil ed.
It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled |ike
t hat .

And it's getting worse. And I'mafraid, you
know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling
because how are we going to run thembig notors. It's --
it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to
old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big
nmotor and start drilling offshore? Just -- just noise
pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here. There is

too much wildlife, and a | ot of fol ks depend on it. |
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depend on it. Qur children depend on it. It's just --
It's going to do a domno effect. It already has. It
started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.

And 1'd like to see alternative energy resources

li ke the coal, natural gas. | don't want to see oil rigs
floating in the ocean and drilling. I'magainst it. |It's
just too much -- it's -- it's too nmuch -- it's too risky.

It's very risky.

Just like WIllard was saying, it's going to
start small and it's going to grow. If we start offshore
drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries
up here and start a highway, and we are going to | ose a
| ot of good resources our ocean offers. It's just -- |I'm
really agai nst any offshore activity.

And | nean, | grew up -- when | was grow ng up,
| remenber riding in a skin boat, two horsepower notor.
That was good enough to get you there and back. You don't
carry 50 gallons of gas. You carry five gallons. Today
It's -- it's getting out of hand. Just even snowrachi nes,
four-wheel ers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.
And we need gas. | know there is oil out there inland.
Focus on that oil inland. Exhaust that oil before you
start pushing offshore.

And I love ny famly. | |ove ny people, our

people. And the way things are going now, it's getting
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worse, and | want to encourage whoever is going to decide
to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the fol ks
that live up here. And |I'msure there is other
alternatives besides offshore drilling.
Thanks.
MR. DELBERT REXFORD. Good evening. M

nane is Del bert Rexford. [|I'man elected official of the
| nupi at Community of the Arctic Slope. | have the
at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, which is a

federally recognized tribe. Very briefly, we just cane
froma four-hour seal hunt. W got one seal, not too nuch
fat on it. And as Marie alluded to earlier, sone of the
gl obal warm ng effects are affecting our marine mamal s,
the health of our marine mammals. The em ssions into the
at nosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where --
anywhere in the world within the industrial gl obal
community contributes to all of that.

Wien the draft EI'S cane and addresses threatened

speci es or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals,
pol ar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our
cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale. In

1977 when they banned whaling, it was the Internati onal
Whal i ng Conm ssion, w thout know edge, w thout
acknow edgi ng I nupiat traditional know edge sai d, no,

there is not enough whales. But since tine inmenori al

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

37

t hrough oral history, we knew there was nore whal es, but
t here was no database, no scientific database, as Robert
is aware of.

The concerns that we have offshore is that the
equi pnrent -- 1'Il take you back to 19 -- when the three
gray whal es were stranded. The oil industry and their
state of their technology tried to save the whales. Lo
and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their
t echnol ogy that they propose to use on cleaning up oi
spills. It failed, grossly failed. So it would have been
a detrinent to take that equi pnent out to sea, out to ice
and try to clean up an oil spill.

And we nmake good friends wth the Russians when
t he Russi an icebreaker cane and freed the whales. A
sinpl e i cebreaker allowed the gl obal phenonenon of three
gray whal es to be expended to be saved.

The point is the industry has not proven that
t hey have the technology to clean under ice. And the
present technology is |imted to certain height of wave
| engths. Those are limted. The boons are |imted.

The -- the oil spills in the Gulf, the Exxon Val dez are

testanents to the fact that in a major -- and you talk
about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels. | don't know what that
equates to in terns of gallons of oil. It underlies the

technol ogy is not there. The zoopl ankton, the
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m cro-organisns, wll be first affected up and down the
f ood chai n.

| mean, that's what we are concerned about, our
way of life versus providing national energy to
350, 000, 000 peopl e who are driving on hi ghways, who have a
| ower cost of living all owances all across the nation.

One gallon of milk is nine bucks in Barrow, $9. The cost
of living is high.

Danny alluded to the size of the engines
emtting a lot of gases. It's inevitable that they get
| arger. We will consune nore.

| nupi at Conmmunity of the Arctic Slope filed a
| awsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore
drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that
woul d be emtted into the atnosphere, because of the
noi se -- cunul ative effects of noise pollution and ot her
cumul ati ve effects.

And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and
that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation.
Very sinply, it was that litigation that brought you back
to the conmmunities because at the time MVB did not do
t hei r honmewor K.

So we cane back froma four-hour hunt, ny nephew
and his girlfriend. W just got back. And to us, it's

Eski no heaven. |It's where our spirituality is -- is
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conpleted. Wiat we can't get here on the and we get from
the sea, the marine manmmal s that we are concerned about,
about being devastated in the event. And this is what

bot hers our people. |In the unlikely event of an oil spill
is the termused in a ot of these environnental i npact
draft statenments. |If it was inevitable, what technol ogy
do you have to clean it up?

When you |l ook at the mgratory -- what's that
guy's nane that sends us those bowhead whal e mi gration
maps?

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM John Citta.

MR DELBERT REXFORD: John G tta sends us
e-mails regarding the route. Wen you | ook at the
mgration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack
in the mddle of it. Wat has BOEMRE done to consi der
that part of it, to mtigate any chances of adverse i npact
on bowhead whal es?

The community of Point Lay just went through a
very historical past three years. They just reactivated
bowhead whaling. They just | anded their second whal e.

And they are a whaling community. Not only that, the

beluga -- to ne it's the beluga whaling capital of Al aska.

| nmean, it is -- every tine | conme down here for beluga

whaling, |I'mat hone because | don't go hone enpty-handed.
And that's the culture that you are -- that you
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are endangering through potential VLOS, very |arge oi
spills. That's the threat that we are afraid of. That's
an unknown that we are afraid of.

In 1977 when the | EWC banned whaling, the
anal ogy we used was that the buffal o was taken away from
the Native American Indians. Well, in 1977 they took our
bowhead whal es of f, and suicides. The nunber of suicides
that occurred in those few years after that were -- were
astronom cal. | nean, people |ost a sense of
spirituality, a sense of whol eness, a sense of bel ongi ng
to their own land and to the sea that provided for them

So whoever neakes that decision to go offshore --
| attended in Houston the Quter Continental Shelf policy
nmeeti ngs, and we encouraged i nmpact hunting to those
I npacted communities. The federal governnent has only one
I npact program that they ever created on the North Sl ope
within NPRA. Those were the NPRA inpacts. W went to the
Quter Continental Shelf Policy Commttee and asked for
I npact funds to cone back to the inpacted conmunities.

| npacted communi ti es include suicide, alcohol
and drug abuse, and other social nornms that go way out of
i ne.

And these things BCEMRE, | don't believe, have
considered at this stage because if you have, we would

| i ke to see what you are offering to the community in case
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of an oil spill.

But |'m speaki ng on behalf of I|nupiat Community

of the Arctic Slope. | serve on the tribal council. 1've
al so served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environnental
Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic

nmoni tori ng and assessnent programw thin the confines of
Inuit G rcunpol ar Conference as a del egate, as a del egate
to the United States of Anerica. And these issues that we
are aski ng and concerned about tonight are the sanme issues
that we address at the international forums, at the
international regines, that the Arctic nations, the eight
country nations regulate within each respective state.

But | just want to enphasi ze that we do oppose
offshore drilling. Inupiat Community of the Arctic Sl ope
passed a resol ution opposing it because of the unknowns of
what woul d happen on our ocean if an oil spill |ike the
VLOS that you have noted shoul d happen because we have
three currents.

Up in Barrow -- | can tal k about Barrow. [|I'm
not sure about right here. Up in Barrow we have three
currents. They go north, they go south. And every
species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if
it should occur. How many gallons is 150,000 barrel s?

Can -- what's -- does anyone know?
DR. JIM KENDALL: It's about 40 gallons to
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a barrel.

MR, ROBERT SUYDAM  About four-and-a-half
mllion.

MR DELBERT REXFORD: Four-and-a- hal f
mllion gallons? M lord. Do you have the technol ogy to

clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?

| don't think you have a plan. You don't because, |ike |
said, the industry tried their equi pnent to rescue the
three gray whal es, the stranded three gray whales, and all
of their equipnent failed. That's a living testanment that
t he technol ogy didn't work that they were proposing to
take out to the sea.

Well, I've taken a lot of your tine. | tell you
what. You should spend tine out in the ocean. WMaybe you
can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you
get a chance to get out there. There is no nosquitoes out
t here.

But thank you. |'m speaking on behalf of the
| nupi at Community of the Arctic Slope, and | serve with
Sophie on that tribal council. 1've taken a |ot of your
time, but those are the concerns that we have. Thank you.

VMR, LEO FERREIl RA: Good eveni ng,
everybody. M nane is Leo Ferreira, 111, for the record.
So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be

I npl emented into this BOEMRE. Point Lay would like to
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have a 60-mle buffer zone instead of -- |I'mpretty sure
It's standing at 15- or 13-mle buffer zone. W want to
nmove that up to a 60-mle buffer zone, not just for Point
Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the
Arctic Gircle.

We al so want anot her stipulation of one drill
rig -- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and
al so zero tolerance of cuttings and nud in the ocean,
along with the oil, zero tol erance of oil discharge.

These reasons are for the disturbance of our
animals. W have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with
di sturbance of our tutu mgration, our caribou mgration
route. W have we have had a coal m ne going for a while,
and all the helicopter use with coal m ning has pushed
away our migration route. W haven't seen our mgration
route come back close to the village at all in about five
to seven years now.

And we just shut down the coal mne just not too
long ago in our -- | think it was when President Cbhama
went green finger on us. So we feel the inpacts of
di st ur bance.

And we al so know that our aninmals in our ocean
are very sensitive to noise. | could use walrus as an
exanpl e because wal rus are disturbed by even snelling

cologne or snelling cigarettes in the air. |f sonebody is
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upw nd and they snell their cologne, they are going to get
di sturbed. They al so get disturbed by noi se when you

are -- when you are kind of close to them you w ||

di sturb the wal ruses by noise, too, also, but nostly by
snmel ling when they are out of the water.

We al so have seen a few aninmals that we never
seen before so nuch, like we seen a killer whale a couple
years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity
up here. So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance
fromall the ship activity that was happening in the
Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down
south from us.

And all of us -- all of us people that |live on
the Sl ope, all of us Natives in Al aska been taught our way
of life, so we have a lot of traditional know edge to pass
on to the governnent so they could help get a better
under st andi ng of how we want to live our |ife because we
have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return
we want to protect our way of life. W want the federa
governnent to start listening to what we have to say and
start putting these things down as our stipulations to
hel p protect our way of life, like the 60-mle buffer
zone.

And maybe anot her one woul d be |i ke when we go

har vest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity
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during our harvests or no air activity along with our
bel uga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise
activity in the ocean fromthe ships and from sonar
activity.

And that's a big concern is all the activity
that's going to happen. W are not just going to deal
wth oil ships. W are also going to deal wth Coast
Guard ships. And they have helicopters, too.

And the other thing | heard is that if there is

going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does
happen in the state of Al aska, |'mnost definitely
positively saying that our way of life wll definitely be

di sturbed because we are going to disturb our mgration
route for our whal es, bowhead whal es, bel uga whal es and
the walruses. The mgration routes for these aninmals are
goi ng to get pushed away from our nainland, and it's going
to be harder for us to catch our aninmals because we are
going to have to go farther and farther offshore because
of too nmuch ship activity out there on the ocean al ong
with --

Li ke I know like the oil spill, like Del bert was
saying, is we don't know how -- federal governnent
scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up
an oil spill in the icy conditions out here. | know of

three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina,
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and the federal government or the oil conpanies can't even
fix those, can't even retrieve them those little oil rigs
out there. And if we | eave junk behind, we are going to
just pollute the ocean. |If we have an oil spill, we're
going to pollute our ocean. Once we pollute our ocean, we
are going to | ose our way of life.

Point Lay is a traditional village. W live a
traditional life around here. There is not nuch jobs from
t he governnent or from our North Sl ope Borough. Qur
wor kf orce around here is about 25 percent. Twenty-five
percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on
wel fare. Wien we are on welfare, we |live off the ocean
and off the land. Al the animals, the caribou, the nusk
ox, the whales, the wal ruses, the oogruks, the spotted
seal s, so --

And | al so know that because Point Lay and
Ki val i na and Point Hope are not in the NPRA if there is
an oil spill, these three villages wll have no royalties
when there is an oil spill. | have been told we are going
to be the | aborers. W are going to be the cleanup crew,
and they are just going to get us for the jobs. And here
we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not
even included in the NPRA. W are outside of the NPRA
boundari es.

And so nyself and with others, | oppose offshore
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drilling and I -- | wish the federal governnment would

| isten to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell
them And we would like to control -- have control of our
| nupiat way of life for our animals. W want to control
our own aninmals. W don't want the governnent telling

us our drill ship is going to be here and good | uck on
hunti ng your ani nal s.

We want to have stipulations saying during this
whal e tinme period, during our bowhead whale tine period
for that village, please stop your activity. You are on
our area and goes al ong down the coast, up and down the
coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with --
we al so -- because we know there is going to be
hel i copters flying up and back workers and everyt hi ng.
And helicopters is a big concern. |It's a real noise
factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.

W are the -- we are the anbassadors of our | and
up here. W want to keep on being the anbassadors of our
way of life. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: | want to nmake sure we
get this end of the roomhere, but Emm, do you want say
sonet hi ng?

M5. EMVA PCKON: ( Shakes head.)

MR. NATHAN HENRY: Good evening. Nat han

Henry, for the record. Let's see. |If -- what was that
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oil spill in Louisiana or sonewhere |ike that? Deepwater
Horizon. |'mpretty sure if somebody had said sonething
| i ke before you guys start that oil drill up here in the
deep ocean, if you guys ever do neke an oil spill, wll

you guys have hones prepared for those that want to | eave

the area? And if you guys do have a drill out there, if
there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, |like, nopve
sone people if they want to nove because, you know, |ike

it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the
| and. And are you prepared to -- not only for the oi
spill but, you know, sone people m ght say, oh, nan,

don't knowif | want to stay here. Are you guys going to

have homes ready, |ike Anchorage, inland sonewhere?
Because |'m pretty sure that Exxon woul d have, |ike,
t housands of hones to get prepared for the oil spill if,

you know, sonebody |ike ne said sonething |like, hey, you
got hones prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?
And does it matter what we say? Are you guys still going
to go out there and drill or what?

DR. JI M KENDALL: Those are good
questi ons.

MR, NATHAN HENRY: | nmean, you hand ne the
m ke and | got sonething to say, too.

DR JI M KENDALL: That's fi ne. If you've

got sonething to say, we want to hear it.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

49

MR. NATHAN HENRY: | said it. Thank you.
MS. SOPHI E HENRY: Sophie Henry, for the
record. 1'ma nenber of the Native Village of Point Lay

or the Inupiat Comunity of the Arctic Slope. And if al

this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero
di scharge and all that. Wll, it's |ike buying a new car.
Everything you get is brand-new. It's not going to |eak,

but over tine it |eaks, you see. And that's just going to
cause a problemand it's just going to be a rolling effect
of nore problens, of course.

And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince

W1l iam Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mdbil [sic], you know,

that problemjust -- it's still a devastation in that area
for them and if -- you know, if they were to drill out
here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they

even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice,
you know, what's there, |ike year-round? You know all of
that? You know all that? |It's good stuff.

Anyways, you know, |ike the fanpbus question |
have been seeing all over when they first started tal king
about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in
ice; under ice, in the ice. You know, how do you cl ean
all that up? And if -- there is just -- it's just
irritating.

Anyways, also | wanted to know, |ike, you know,
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ki nd of |ike what WIllard said when he said that the

subsi stence and stuff, they are our way of life. [It's our
tradition. It's the way we live. And it's what the

El ders lived off of hundreds of years ago. W didn't
have, you know, what we have now at the stores. And we --
you know, if the Elders nowadays | ose all of that stuff,
you know, the living El ders we have now, they are going
to -- if they can't have their -- if they |lose their food,
their way of |life what they grew up on, pretty much the
oil conpanies are basically, you know, letting the

El ders -- you know, sone Elders can't |live without the
food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on,
it's just a rolling effect of our life.

And you know, it's just sonething we don't -- if
you asked ne like ten years ago before | noved to Point
Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'"'mfor offshore drilling, I'm
for it. Wll, | noved up here nine years ago. For the
first time | hunt. So | know, you know, what it is |ike
to have the food. | know how to hunt now | know how to
provide for ny famly.

My kids are going to be eight and five. And
li ke my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou,
you know, beluga, whale. He prefers that over, |ike, your
food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy. M son

prefers our food. And if he doesn't have that, well, when
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he beconmes a father, howis he going to have that for his

fam|y?

It's just basically the oil conpanies want to
rob us of our lives basically is how!l feel. And you
know, with themdoing that and killing off what we | earned

to | ove, they have been survive off of, they are basically
in a way taking away our identity to a certain extent.

And | just -- | oppose offshore drilling 100
percent, and 1'd just like the people that's going to nake
t he decisions to do this, | suggest themto actually cone
here, rather than living in Washi ngt on maki ng all these
decisions -- how would they like it if, |ike, our
community tells themhowto live their |ives and take away
what they | ove? They wouldn't like that just as nuch as
we don't |ike themtaking away our mamal s.

And it's wong. It's stupid. And they
shoul dn't have a say. They shoul d obviously | ook at the
communities. And everybody that | know and |'ve heard,
they all say no. W can shout as |oud as we want, no, no,
no, and they are still trying to come around and ask
questions, like we are not going to change our m nds. Wy
do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities,
it'"s this, it's that? So what? You know, we can -- we --
So what ?

You know, we would rather -- we would rather our
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whal es, we woul d rather everything el se. They shouldn't
have the right to nake the decision to take our |ives,
basically. They shouldn't have the right to take away our
mammal s, our -- you know, it's just our way of life. |It's
our ancestors' traditions. |It's everything. Just |like we
don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't --
we don't get to take away what they |ove. They shoul dn't
have the right to take ours is what | wanted to say.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Gkay. |'m
going to get everybody. W are going to take a break, but
we have to go around first. Two folks here. OCkay. |
want to go over here. Thank you.

MR. ROBERT LI SBOURNE: Good eveni ng.

Robert Lisbourne, for the record. | am against offshore
drilling, any kind, because the person who | amtoday is
who | stand for. | amlnupiat. W are lnupiat. W -- we

have been hunting. W have the traditions we had for
t housands of years. W live off the land. W live off
our food. It's just a blessing to be Inupiat. And |I'd
just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know,
for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.

| would just hate to see ny kids and ny
grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean

and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just --
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it's just a continuous food chain that we need. So
anyt hi ng happen out there or in there, that chain is just
going to break, and we will be lost without it. [It's who
we are and what we | ove to do.

And thanks for comng to Point Lay. |'mjust
agai nst the offshore drilling.

MR, SCOIT GQUYER My nane is Scott Quyer

GUY-E-R | work for the North Sl ope Science Initiative.
| was in town today for another neeting and was invited to
cone tonight, and |I'm happy to be here. dad to listen to
all the comrents and understand what the community feels
about this subject. And | work for the director, and I
wll be taking information back to hi mand di scussi ng what

was said here to him So don't really have any conmment

nmysel f.

DR JI M KENDALL: And then | think -- and
sir? | don't want to forget you.

MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.: Hell o. Good
evening. Warren Lanpe, Senior, |lifelong year-round

subsi stence hunter, subsistence user. Like everybody
said, talking about all the children that are going to be
growi ng up before -- you know, after us, we want themto
use, you know, our land and our sea just like |I did when
was a child when ny parents were out there hunting and

providing for us. | have been in this lifestyle all ny
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life, and | don't think it will ever change. | want it
not to change. Just |ike everybody else who talk on the
m ke tonight, I"'min full opposition of offshore oil, oil.
So -- and 1'd like to give thanks and wel cone to our

visitors here. They have a good voice. Their voice is
heard. It gives us ideas, gives us infornation.

| do serve on the North Sl ope Borough Fish &
Gane Commttee, volunteer at search and rescue. And with
Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, I

think we are the closest community, so we are in

opposition. W are very worried about an oil spill. It
Is inevitable. | nean, it's going to happen, you know,
here now or, you know, there later. | nean, it wll
happen.

| understand that they don't have the proper
equi pnrent to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean. |
know just recently they had started their -- they had
started these science projects out here in our ocean and
in our land. | nean, that was just started recently. And
It's good to hear that, you know, we have all these
corporations going around trying to get information from
t he people who lived here for 1,000 years or nore, nore
than that. And we have -- you know, we have all this
I nformation in our head.

And I'"'mglad to see that there is people conm ng
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getting comments fromus, getting the information from us
that it's not witten down. Nothing is -- none of this is
witten down on paper. And it's -- it's hard. 1It's hard

for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spil

because that will change everybody's life here. W
wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oi
drilling. W would like to see onshore drilling as nuch

as possi bl e.

| think everywhere you go they will have
opposition for the offshore drilling. And I'd |ike to see
nmore voices. 1'd like to see nore -- nore people talking,

nore people telling us what they know and what sone of us
don't know. So the nore information we are getting into
the neetings, | think the better off, but in sone ways I
think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oi

devel opnents, we are just not going to stop them

W need to find -- | nmean, they need to conme up
wth sonme kind of oil spill response that wll work,
actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a
spill, stop it fromcomng ashore, try to contain it in
the little area that's already affected. | think that's

one of the biggest worries that | have is oil spil

cont ai nnent and cl eanup because it's inevitable. It wll
happen in snmall anobunts or in |large anounts. It doesn't
matt er.
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That's -- that's contam nating our food out
there. It's like our garden. |It's |like you using
pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are
trying to eat. It's the sane thing. It's killing off a
| ot of things.

But | amin full opposition of offshore
drilling. | have been living off the |land ny whole life.

| can't really think of anything else to say,
but wel come. Thank you for com ng, getting infornmation,
and | really hope -- | really hope it's heard. | hope our
voi ce is heard, and not only heard but put into the
t hought and make them t hi nk about -- think about these
things that they are trying to get information on, not
just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.

You know, we -- 1'd like to see sone like -- 1'd
li ke to have themnotify us, you know, talk to us back,
not just us talking to themand telling them you know,
what we think. | think they should -- | think they shoul d
-- | think we should hear their voice back after they get
all this information. And after we give the infornmation,
| think we could get sone information back on what is
goi ng to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this
stuff that we tal ked about. That would be a lot -- that
woul d be a real positive thing.

As | said, I"'min full opposition. | like -- |
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| ove ny subsistence way of |life. And it's never going to
stop for ne. I'mjust hoping and I'mpraying that it's
not going to stop for our future generations that are
goi ng to cone.

| know there has been a | ot of fighting for the
way of life that we live. You know, the oil drills up on
the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they
try to take away our bowhead |living. They are trying
to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, I|ike
popul ations of all of our animals, and they are trying to
t ake actions before they -- before they conme up with any
kind of results. You know, it's nice for people to cone
up here and get the information fromthe peopl e who
actually live up here and see it every day of our |ives.
Even if it's the smallest aninmal that we see running
across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.
| can't put it any other way.

But | really do oppose offshore oil drilling.
I"min full opposition to that. And everybody who tal ked
on the mke, they are in full opposition, but the way I
see it, | think it's going to happen anyways. They are
going to go out there and drill offshore. |It's going to
happen anyways, even w thout our opposition.

It wwll help a lot for each and every entity

that cones up here we can give information to and try to
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get, you know, oil spill response teans in these
comunities that we live in. W reside here year-round,
and we are not going to nove.

| think me and everybody el se here would like to
have some good part of our popul ation trained or at | east
know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.
I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be
trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill. |
know there is -- there is corporations that give a limted
armount of people, two or three or four people, who go down
and they will |leave town for training, this oil spil
trai ni ng and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- |
nmean, it will help, but it won't cut it.

W need a community to know what's going on with
the oil spill and know what to do. | think it takes a
whol e community to understand that. And |I'm sure
everybody in this community, if they are trained and if
t hey know how, they wll give a hand. They wll |end
their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain,
try to protect our way of life.

That's another big thing with all this oil
devel opnent. | think every coastal conmmunity shoul d have
at | east a crew of people who know how to operate
machi nery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not

just -- if they do have an oil spill, they wll say, yeah,
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well, we are going to have this contained and everything,
but they are going to be providing -- they are going to
say, yeah, we are bringing noney up there. W are going
to clean it up, giving you noney, putting people to work,
but that's the people that they already have trained to do
that kind of job. And | think -- | think they should cone
to every community and at | east train as many peopl e as
they could and get that thought in their mnd so we know
how to do it so we are able to do it.

| think that's another big thing on this

offshore drilling. Wen an oil spill does happen, you
know, | think every community should know what to do, not
turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call

peopl e and ask, okay, what do we do? W don't know --
that would be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a
community | evel to have nobody know what to do here.
t hi nk that should be another strong -- another real good
| dea.

| think I'"ve said pretty much everything | could
think of. I|I'"msure there is nore but, you know, I'm-- |
said -- | said |l think -- | think | said what counts, so
wel cone and thank you. Thank you for your tinme. Thank
you for letting us speak.

And you know, we are providing information. So

| think -- | think it should be passed on, passed on to
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t he top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups. And we would
i ke feedback on it. W would |ike feedback. W would

li ke for themto, you know, at |east cone talk to us and
tell us, okay, this is what we do for your coment that
you sai d, you know.

We need sone kind of feedback for that. W
didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that
we did get. But feedback to us would be -- would be
hel pful. That would be -- that would npove us to the next
| evel of understanding, to the next |evel of comrents and
everything that -- everything that we tal ked about so we
don't keep tal king about the sane thing over and over.

We would I'i ke to see sonet hi ng done about it and
sonething -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done
so they could nove on to another concern. But | think
that's all | got to say.

And | hope everybody cane to an under st andi ng
about all that. So thank you and good eveni ng.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you very much.
Well said, and you wll have a chance to speak again. W
have been at this for a while. | know we have got to give
our recorder about a ten-m nute break. So how about we
take a ten-mnute break. W wll all conme back and go
around the roomagain. W won't |eave until everybody is

sati sfi ed.
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(A break was taken.)

DR. JI M KENDALL: W notice it was pointed
out by one of the community nenbers that sone people
arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again
so we are all on the sane plate, |'ve asked Sharon to cone
up and very qui ckly rehash what she went through before so

t hat everybody understands why we're here.

MS. SHARON WARREN: | was just going to,
rather than go -- unless you all want nme to go through the
flip chart again, | can just kind of sunmarize what we

tal ked about. So what's the preference?

MR, W LLARD NEAKOK: Sunmari ze.

MS. SHARON WARREN: Ckay. Wiy we are here
t oday, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ccean
Ener gy Managenent, Regul ati on and Enforcenent, is seeking
your comments on the Revised Draft Suppl enenta
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent. Copies are on the table.
We are here because of a court litigation that was done
back in 2008 prior to sale 193. And the Court told us to
go back and to readdress the concerns.

So those are the three concerns we are
addressing in that docunent is what the Court told us we
had to do because our EI'S was not adequate on natural gas
devel opnent or on the mssing information that we stated

Iin the docunent. So we have to follow the regul ati ons and
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go back and do it.

In addition, after we published the draft
suppl enental EI'S, we cane up here, got the community's
comment s, got public coments, over 150,000 comments.
W -- alot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater
Hori zon event, and communities wanted us to say what woul d
happen if there was a very large oil spill. So we went
back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill. And
so that is in the docunent. So not only do we have the
information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we al so
had i nformation on what it would be if a very | arge oi
spill woul d happen.

We need your comments. We need your comments.
We need any traditional know edge to take a | ook at our
docunent. The due date for public comrents and your
comments are due July 11th. W are using regul ati ons. gov.
There is information on the table on the website to howto
submt your comments. |f you have got any questions on
how to submit those comments, we have a tel ephone nunber
to our office in Anchorage. W are out of Anchorage,
Al aska. W are all Al askans up here. So you can call us
and we can |l et you know.

Agai n, after we take your comrents, we wl|
prepare a final supplenental environnental inpact

statenent. This suppl enents the environnental i npact
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statenent that was done in 2007. And it will go to the
Secretary of the Interior who will nake the decision
whet her to affirmthe | ease sale, the area that was
offered for |ease in 2008, or make sone changes to it. He
can affirmthe | ease sale, keep the |eases, or he can
cancel the leases. It's all on the table. So he needs to
go back and nmake that deci sion.

Once he nekes that decision, it wll be filed
with the Court. The Court has asked himto nake that
deci sion by the 3rd of Cctober. He will neke the
deci si on. It will be filed with the Court, and the
district judge in Alaska w |l decide whet her or not our
agency has conplied with the federal |aws of the Nati onal
Envi ronmental Policy Act and any ot her federal |aws that
were raised in the litigation to nmake sure the agency net
its obligation in doing that.

So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon. One

thing | want to add. And | heard this in this neeting and
at our neeting government-to-governnent this afternoon and
at another neeting. Sone of the Elders have said you have
been com ng up here for 15, 20, 30 years. W tell you the
sane thing. Well, it's not that we are com ng to bot her
you, thinking you m ght change your mnd, but there is a

| aw, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program
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and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.

VWhil e you have this requirenent, you al so have
new adm ni strati ons and new presi dents and new Secretary
of the Interior and all those kind of fol ks. But because
of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a
requi rement that we cone back and speak with you. So in
many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that
peopl e have to cone up and speak with you and nmake sure
that's what it is and sonebody just doesn't say, oh, that
was 30 years ago, it doesn't count. W can't do that. W
have to make sure we are talking with the communiti es and
your voice is heard.

And so it's kind of a bother. This is the best
tine of the year for you. |It's gorgeous outside. |
under st and bel ugas are conming. The fishing is going to be
great. And here we are at a neeting. But this is
i mportant and this is what we need. So thank you very
much.

So why don't we start on this side of the room
Ckay. Sir, would you like to comment agai n?

MR, NATHAN HENRY: First of all, Nathan
Henry. And I'd like to apologize. | was thinking that
maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the
ocean and drilling. So |I'msorry about that.

DR JI M KENDALL: That's fine.
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MR. NATHAN HENRY: So just a scientific
question. |Is the global warm ng a natural cause or is the
gl obal warm ng caused of the oil being sucked out -- I|ike
opposite frominsulation. You think that nmaybe that oi
down there wll keep it cool and it's just being sucked up
and nowit's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that
m ght be cause of -- part of the cause of the gl obal
war m ng?

DR JI M KENDALL: That's a good questi on,
and we can talk about that all night. This is Ji mKendall
speaking. Bottomline is, no matter what's causi ng gl obal
climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first
in the Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have
to consider that in our analyses. But the jury is out on
what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is
happeni ng.

You are -- right here in the Arctic it's
starting first. And we have got to deal with it in our
anal ysis, as well.

MR. NATHAN HENRY: There has been --

t hr oughout the years and years there has been I|ike
billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground,
and if nmaybe the scientists go back to that sane pl ace

| i ke 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago

or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oi
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was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big
maj or di fference or there are still grounds -- there are
still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to
go there or are there different flowers grow ng out or,
you know -- | know that you can't stop the global warm ng,
but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.

DR JI M KENDALL: It's in the record.
Thank you.

MR. NATHAN HENRY: Okay. Thank you. Good
eveni ng.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. It's Nathan,
right? Thank you. GCkay. Next?

MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.: Hello. Warren
Lanpe, Senior, for the record again. There was a couple
t houghts that did cone to mnd within the short tine that
| had the mke. This ocean and where they are drilling,
where they propose to drill is right smack in the mddle
of our highway. 1It's like a highway, our food hi ghway
that our animals have to mgrate past us and get back.
They get to their feeding grounds. They get to their
grounds that they have babies. You know, they pass by us,
and they have to pass by us to do it.

Wth the oil spill happening out there, it's

going to halt the mgration. It wll reroute the

mgration. |It's just |ike when we are traveling to the
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store on the highway, a tree or sonething accidentally
falls on the highway, it's going to stop us. It wll stop
us fromgoing to the store. Sane thing it will do to the
animals with the oil spill. It will halt the mgration
change the route. And it mght take years. It mght take
20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this mgration
Is going and, within that tine, it will be too |ate.

And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oi
bei ng sucked out of the ground and its rel evance with our
gl obal heating, global warm ng, | nean, there is rel evance
that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they
are burning it. It makes carbon nonoxi de, carbon di oxi de.
So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, |
nmean, he's right.

But with our ocean and the drilling, | think --
| think nost of their studies and | think nost of their
nmoney that they are putting out for this energy, | think
It should be going towards renewabl e energy |i ke ocean
currents. They produce energy. They have proven
technol ogy that we can get energy out of currents. W
have technol ogy that we can get energy out of the w nd.

We have a whol e bunch of technology that's
proven to convert to -- converted to this renewabl e energy
that we coul d use over and over, not like the oil and gas

that we burn one tine or -- you know, we could use the
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heat off of it after we run a piece of nachinery. W
could use the heat off of it. But it's not the sane.

| think nost of this noney that they are pouring
out into getting energy, | think nost of it should be put
to renewabl e energy. | think that's another big --
anot her big situation that, you know, they should think
about and put to use, renewable energy. Wth that, we
coul d have renewable -- we could have, like, w nd turbines
here to have energy whenever we have w nd i nstead of using
oil all the tinme to heat our hones.

And that's another part of the -- another part
of the situation that I"'mtrying to understand and |'m
trying -- I"'mstill trying to calculate it in ny brain
that -- all these negative effects that are going to
happen to us. And once that happens, there is pretty nuch
no way of getting it back. There is no way of maki ng our
life the sane. |It's going to be changed, you know,
probably forever.

But | think a |ot nore noney should be put into
renewabl e energy instead of having all this wasted noney
of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and --
because a | ot of the noney that they put in, it's -- it's
alnost |like a waste to ne. They put all this noney in and
then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to

pl an. Somebody el se stops and steps in and say, no, that
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can't be done. You can't do it that way. So all that
noney that they use to try to cone up with all this
information, it could have been used to, you know, put --
put it towards renewable energy. | think that's a big --
that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be
t hought of nore carefully, put nore information into
t here.

| think they should have a round of

i nformati onal neetings about renewabl e energy because |

think that's sone -- sonething that -- that we would al
support instead of right now we are all in opposition of
offshore oil drilling, and if you cone up with renewabl e

energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy
or the wnd providing energy for us, that would be a whole
change of story that would save our traditional cultural
way of life. It would save a whole culture, a whole group

of people who live up here off the |Iand and off the sea.

| think nost of us would -- we would be in
support of renewabl e energy because we are all -- we are
all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even

on our | and where we are opposed to oil energy, oil

drilling so much, but it's nore so far offshore. W don't
want it to happen. | think they should put nore --
nore -- nore of what they have, their funds, their

t houghts, their energy, put nore of it into renewable
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energy. | think that's -- | think that would be a -- that

woul d make a whol e | ot nore of Al aska happy.

| think that's -- that's a -- that's a big
t hought, too. | think that's -- that's what should
happen. That's what shoul d be happeni ng because oil is

going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now j ust
| i ke our Prudhoe Bay is running out. W are going to run
out of oil. W are going to run out of energy. Wthin
that tinme we may have an oil spill. W may have
contam nation that's irreversi bl e.

| nmean, we go to renewabl e energy, we are -- we
will be able to nake use of it over and over again instead
of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns
off into our atnosphere. |t causes a chain reaction of
negati ve events.

And when | think in ny mnd, | think we could

use this -- we could be going to renewabl e energy, and
It's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting
as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative

I npacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and
getting it ready for us to use and nmaking it useful for us

to burn safely.

| think -- | think they should turn their head
the other way, turn it away fromoffshore oil drilling and
put -- you know, face the renewabl e energy because the oil
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Is going to run out. Qur wind won't run out. CQur water

currents, they may change, but they are still going to be
there, not like the oil. You know, it's going to
di sappear. |It's going to be gone. So that's a big
t hought .
| think nore -- nore thought, nore energy, nore,

you know, information should be put towards renewabl e
energy. That's sonmething we would be in support of
because everybody -- I'"'m-- | think everybody that you --
everywhere you go there is going to be opposition. There
is going to be strong opposition for offshore oi

drilling.

So if that could make it to, you know, the
deci si onnakers up there to -- | think they should change
direction and start -- start devel opi ng renewabl e energy.
That's a big thing because | think a lot of us would be in
support of that. So that's a thought | had in m nd.

So t hank you very nuch.

MR. LEO FERREIRA, IIl: Good evening. Leo
Ferreira, 111, for the record. | just wanted to get out
sonme stuff that | kind of left out. | can't renenber

everything, but | just wanted to touch a little bit on
sci ence and the studies that's been going on. | don't
think the | ease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen

because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of
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our sea aninmals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our
seal s, and our bowhead whales. There hasn't been a real
good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an
oil spill -- what the harnms would be to them And so we
need to do nore baseline studies before the sale |ease of
193. There needs to be nore base study of our animals in
t he sea.

And anot her thing that the Coast CGuard, the
Coast Guard ships, | already know t hat when they go out
here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how nuch
oil isinthere, that there will only be -- | understand
there will only be one ship for contai nment of an oi
spill 1n case.

And Warren has a point about an oil spill that
the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the
outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill
so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster
and wll have nore people available. And that's just
anot her way of generating jobs up here on the North Sl ope
iIs we all live off of the | and and sea year-round, whet her
it be berries, tutu, caribou, nusk ox, polar bears, brown
bears, wal rus, bowhead whal es, beluga, all the sea aninals
and | and animals. That woul d hel p protect our way of
life. So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an

oil spill, we would Iike to have training.
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And that's anot her reason why the sale of 193
shoul dn't happen because their response is going to be too
sl ow, especially when you have a Coast CGuard ship
stationed alnost 1,000 mles fromwhere we are at right
Now.

And since there is no scientific way of cleaning
up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice
conditions and the harsh environnent out here in the
Arctic GCrcle, if thereis an oil spill that's going to
affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our
bel uga, our walrus, even our sea birds that m grate out
here when springtine has arrived, and also fall tine is
what we deal with an oil spill, and that wll hurt our way
of life as we know it to this day.

And | feel that governnment is not capabl e of
replacing our way of life for the great dollar. R ght now
t hat green doll ar doesn't even help us out in this
village. W live off of welfare around here, and the
bi ggest job is the North Sl ope Borough, and that's about
20 percent of this village workforce. And the rest of us
are on wel fare.

| don't think sale 193 should happen until sone
of these other issues are dealt with and nore studies
bei ng done just in case there is an oil spill and we have

toclean it up. W feel |like we shouldn't have to pay the
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price for an oil spill and then end up living off of
wel fare because the oil spill has taken away our way of
life out here in the ocean because we al ready know oi
kills off and kills off on land. 1It's going to kill off

worse in the water. And it's not just going to affect the

state of Alaska Natives. |It's going to affect everybody
up here in the Arctic Crcle. 1t's going to chart a chain
reaction.

Just like with global warm ng, it's already
starting a chain reaction. |It's just the State ain't
going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have
a change in environnment up here because of gl obal warm ng.
So | hope that the federal governnent |istens to our

comments and takes into consideration that what we have to

say will help make these rules and regul ations for the
offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal governnent
with the oil industry.

Qur ecosystemout here is very sensitive to
pol lutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise
activity. W already know, know edge already tells us and
our ancestors already told us, and we even see it
ourselves and we live the life. W would be disturbing
our animals and changing our mgration routes. Wrren has
a point there when he tal ks about the oil having an affect

on our animals. He's right. It wll change the
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m gration, or we mght not even be able to harvest our
ani mal s because of an oil spill.

And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up
an oil spill. And we would very nuch like to see them

have some kind of way of assuring us that in case there is

an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oi
spill. And we don't want to | ose our way of |ife because
we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away

our way of life. W already know. But we know we have to
try to bal ance things out and work with the federal
governnment and work with the Cbanma Adm nistration so we
can have these buffer zones and these stipul ati ons put
into effect so we could try to help our way of |ife and
sustain it the way we all cone to an under st andi ng.

So | oppose sale 193. And thank you.

MR EARL KINGK Boy, I'd like to thank

Point Lay. You guys say the same thing Point Hope says.
You guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said. And you
guys say sane thing -- | have been listening to this for
20 years. Every tine BOEMRE cones to our conmunities to
tal k about offshore | eases, Point Hope always say no.
It's been -- ny father was agai nst offshore activity, and
" mstrongly agai nst offshore activity.

| had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it

happened, and | w tnessed the governnent, the oil
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conpanies not really doing anything to try to stop that

spill at the Gulf. | seen sone birds that |I haven't seen
in along tine, and | seen sone birds | wll never see
agai n, |ike what has happened with the Exxon Val dez oi
spill.

One good comment | heard tonight was M. Lanpe.

He want ed feedback. He wanted BOEMRE to cone back and
expl ain about the comments that Sal azar wll be | ooking
at. So you see, M. Kendall, | think the Village of Point
Lay would |ike you to conme back and expl ain about your
comment -- about their coments and how you are going to
submt it to Sal azar.

Before COctober's decision, |1'd |like to take al
the tribal council nenbers to Washington, D.C. when he's
going to nake his decision. And ny goal is to pick up a
resolution fromall the tribal villages about opposition
to of fshore activity.

We all know in the past North Sl ope Borough has
been doing a |l ot of research in which our communities has
to have anything to say about. Even though we have got a
North Sl ope Borough Wl dlife Conm ssion, our communities
al ways ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.
So we in the communities don't really trust the North
Sl ope Borough or the State of Al aska. W trust ourselves

because our traditional know edge is very strong, and we
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carry on for years. W don't wite in the book. CQur
ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by
wor ds.

| thank you very much fromthe bottom of ny
heart about your comrents. [It's very strong, nmake ne feel
real good that you guys are agai nst offshore activity.
I'"mgoing to do a radio talk show at KBRWIlike |I did at
KOTZ, making ny report what kind of neeting you had at
Poi nt Lay, what kind of neeting we had at Point Hope and
what kind of neeting we had at Kotzebue. Hopefully 1"l
be able to nake it to Wai nwi ght.

| haven't heard anythi ng nuch about baseline
studi es about our wildlife, but all | heard was oil spill.
Everywhere | go to, we talk about oil spill. So you see,
I'll send a nessage to Sal azar, M. Sal azar, people of the
Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part
of the ecosystemin the Arctic, want to protect the
wldlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the
peopl e for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our
cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our
people united, wldlife that woul d nake our people work to
good and be stronger.

So you see, M. Sal azar, we are in heavy
protection. W need heavy protection fromoil devel opnent

in the Arctic; not only oil devel opnent, but the
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transportation routes com ng from Europe going to Asia
fromthe Northwest Passage.

So thank you, M. Sal azar, for accepting ny
request. Thank you.

M5. JOANNE NEAKOK: ['Il share this.
JoAnne Neakok, for the record. | just want to share that
I'd like to support ny grandchildren and ny children and
nmy future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is
deci ded for whatever they can use for energy, you know, |
really -- | really oppose offshore drilling nyself.

But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.
And we are so spoiled, |ike soneone nentioned here,
because we can just turn on a light swtch and we don't
have to hang dry our clothes. And we don't have to, you
know, wal king for transportation, but I -- | really feel
that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we
are being attacked either way.

And | | ove going out to the ocean with ny
husband. W share a | ot of good tinmes out there. Brings
us joy to our famly when we bring hone sonething fromthe
ocean. And when the captains bring home a whale, it's a
happy occasion for the comunity. It brings the conmunity
t oget her stronger, and we are able to work with each ot her
hand in hand. And it's a blessing, the ocean. It brings

life to everyone, you know.
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For ne it was scary to even ride out there on an
18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or
the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, | think
about how mghty God is out there, controlling the waves.
And you know, | say a prayer for anyone that goes out to
hunt, that God wll just bring them hone safely. |'msure
everyone does that in the community, not only nyself and
Wl lard or, you know, other famlies.

And Marie nentioned that, you know, we worry
about hunters out in the wintertine. W are having to go
search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and | ook for
the person. And that's, you know, gas, using gas.

But | wanted to say that sharing our food from
the ocean is always a blessing to bring peopl e together,
and that's a strong, you know -- | think it's strong
enough to say that it pulls the famlies together. But |
want to share from Genesis |, Verse 10. "And God call ed
the dry and earth and the gathering together of the
waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good." And
Il -- 1 see it that way. You know, it's a bl essing.

Thank you.

MR, WLLARD NEAKOK: My nane is Wllard
Neakok, for the record. | have three nore itens that are
related to offshore drilling which I'min opposition. But

first, you know, a few people would | ook out the w ndow.
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Look at the sky. Fifty years ago, for those that renenber
t hose days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky
wasn't that light. Wat is it? Mybe powder bl ue.

Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago,
maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that. |If
you | ook at the childhood pictures where your parents are
t aki ng pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute. | want to take
this picture. And if you |look in the background, | ook at
t he sky. You know, for us, 50 years plus, |ook at our
chil dhood pictures. Look at the sky. You will see the
difference. They were a lot bluer than that, all because
of em ssions fromfossil fuels, snokestacks that weren't
regul ated, car engines that weren't tuned up. And I'm
sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they | ook
outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day. Fifty years
ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a | ot nore
bl uer than what we see today.

Just think about it. Even pictures back in the
days, you |l ook at them you wll see the sky a |lot nore
bl uer, nore colorful, you know W are seeing a bl ue
pl anet froma satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet;
but then a |l ot of people don't think of |ooking up and
seeing blue sky no nore. | noticed that |ike naybe 20
years ago. Qur skies are changi ng.

Wiy is that? And nowadays, |earning from
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em ssions fromfossil fuels unregul ated, you know,
em ssions fromall the different countries that we have.

But three other things that | wanted to nention
is the sound that your drill rig will make. [1'mgoing to
use Kivalina as a subject. Thirty years ago, you know,
they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.

Bef ore then, you know, they had bel ugas, they had whal es
m grating through their ocean.

And then they built that Red Dog port, and all
t he noise comng fromthat port was affecting the
mgration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.
Now t hey have to go 30 mles north just to try and harvest
bel ugas, bowheads. They never had that problem before
sound start being emtted fromthe ships that are going in
to Red Dog port.

And if we have that up here, you know, right
where | ease 193 is going to be, who knows what our
mgration route is going to be for the bowheads or
bel ugas.

You know, sound travels quite a ways on the
water, a |lot nore further than on | and. Another thing
that's why I'min opposition of offshore drilling.

Anot her thing is where sale 193 is, | had to ask
Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam | had to ask
hi m what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal. And
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right there on the north side of where they want to drill,
the south side of it is where the current goes. And on

t he south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.
They got cl ans, they got nussels; you know, whatever they
need. It's a snall area, but that's where the wal rus goes
to feed.

| learned that. You know, | ama walrus
comm ssioner. And | just learned that just in February
when we had a neeting with Shell GI. |In fact, Shell G
and we had an Eski no Wal rus Comm ssi on neeting al nost a
day apart fromeach other. | |earned where they wanted to
drill. Next day | learned that is where the | argest
concentration of clanms and nussels and where the wal rus
f eed.

And if we have an oil spill, the current is
going to take all that oil and spread it al ong that Hannah
Shoal. And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats
that, then, you know, they are dooned. Were are you
going to go next? That's another thing. That's why |I'm
I n opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.

It mght be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the
hottest -- nore inportant that the walrus has been using
for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.

Now t hey have to swm 60 plus mles just to cone to | and

and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go
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f eed.

Losi ng one thing just because we want to gain
anot her, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know,
have |ights, have gas to run around by boat, snowrachi ne,
aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are
i n opposition. W are trying to bal ance everyt hi ng.
That's why, you know, we say what |'ve heard here tonight,
you know. Let's deplete whatever is on land. There is
ANVR.  There is all different other places here in the --
or the Lower 48, | should say, that there m ght be
potential for oil. Canada, even.

We are so dependent on trying to provide our own
United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know,
produci ng our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we
still order from you know, other different countries.
And now we have a snall version of, you know, oi
produci ng at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably,
what, 15 percent of the United States consum ng oil.

That's another thing. | like the idea of, you
know, renewabl e energy, you know. W are in the 21st
century. Wiy can't we produce sonething to -- that wll
be renewabl e, sonething that we can use to run our
generators, run our snowrachi nes, run our boats? W have
t echnol ogy out there.

It's like Warren said, let's use that noney to
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try and find sonmething that we can renew every -- even if
we have -- you know, we have cell phones. W have
caneras. W have, you know, renewable, rechargeable
batteries. Wy can't we do sonething to substitute fossil
fuel s?

Soneday we are going to run out. That's why we
need the technology to recogni ze and figure out what we
can use to renew our way that we are so used to.

Wien we first cane here, you know, we had to go
find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our hones. W had
to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a
little handle to nake our waste go to the sewage pl ant.
You know, we are accustoned to it. It was introduced to
us.

Now, you know, with the technol ogy we have
today, |I'msure that, you know, scientists -- you know,
sonebody will conme up with sonething that we can use
rather than it wll be there forever. Maybe soneday our
skies wll start turning darker blue than what we see now.

And I think the last thing | was going to talk

about was what are we going to do if -- if this
exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case
scenario of large oil spill. W don't have the capability

of having staging areas for boons, for vessels. C osest

one is, what, Kodiak. O Prudhoe Bay. They have a snal
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one, but not enough to contain what may have happened |i ke
in Prince WIlliam Sound or the Gulf of Mexico. Were are
we going to stage it?

| go out one day and start seeing big containers
of boom big, you know, boats out there. W have like
Si X, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and
every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of
every summer. W utilize alnost every one of them You
know, where are we going to -- mght take four or five
days before we finally reach or they finally reach with
adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.

Sure, Shell said that they are going to have
boom cl ose enough on their different ships. They are
going to have boom But what if it's bigger than the
Exxon/ Mobil e [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big
as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico? They don't have
enough cont ai nnent boons to take care of the oil spill.
Where are we going to stay? Take four or five days for,
you know, a ship to cone up with enough contai nnent.

| heard sonebody say, what about the oil under
the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.
We have a | ot of nmoving ice out there. W have a | ot of
underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on
the surface of the ice. You know, who knows where it's

going to go? GO conpanies say, yes, we have the
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technol ogy on how to do it. But how are they going to do
It underneath the ice? QI is lighter than water, and it
can travel with the current.

That's why | said earlier, you know, all the
ot her coastal villages on the west coast of Al aska are
going to see |ike what Louisiana and Florida are seeing,
tar balls being washed ashore. | heard about pl ankton,
the mcro-organisnms. |It's going to domno effect to --
from mcro-organisns to the bowhead. It will do that,
like | said again earlier, we |ose everything. W |ose
our way of life. Like what | heard from Sophie, we | ose
our identity. W lose our identity because we take care
of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us. W need to
take care of the ocean. |If we |ose that, you know, we
| ose our identity. W are going to have to live off the
| and.

A lot of people -- we need different foods. W
get tired of hanburger, pizza. That gets nonotonous.
CGetting tired of this | and-based food or McDonal d's or
Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever. It gets old. W
need sonmething different in our diet. That's where the
ocean cones in. |If we |ose our ocean, we | ose everything.

And | hope that M. Sal azar will hear our voice,
under stand what is going to happen if we have an oil

spill. | hope he understands that traditional know edge
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t hat has been passed on to us fromgeneration to
generation by word of nmouth. [|If he hears that, | hope,
you know, he does not nmake this a reality because we are
the ones that are going to lose. W are the ones that are
going to lose. W are going to be going to the store. W
are going to be going inland.

But yet, you know, we have currents that go up,
or rivers fromthe ocean. Can go at |east maybe 15 mles
i nl and before we, you know, when | first noved here, we
had to go inland to get fresh water. Sonetines we had to
travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the
water, still alittle salty. W have to go further up.
You know, if we don't have contai nnent boons, we have
currents that go inland fromthe ocean, it's going to
af fect whatever aninals that we have in land, too. That's
a scary thought.

But those -- like | said when | first started
speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see
our chil dhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when
I'mtal king about. | just hope that M. Salazar wll nmake
the right decision so we can pass the traditional
knowl edge that has been passed on to us to our chil dren,
our grandchildren, and hope they al so pass their know edge
that they | earned fromus to continue to do the things

t hat we have enjoyed here in the small village. That way
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t hey can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you
know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years
and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.

Change of diet, change of food. Once in a while
we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the | and
and off the ocean, you know. That is what we use the

nost . There i s natural resources, the natural foods, that

has been provided by -- we don't over harvest. W
don't -- waste anyt hing.
So you know, | hope M. Sal azar hears our

testinonies, not only fromthis village, but any other
vill ages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are
tal king about. | hope that M. Sal azar makes the right
deci sion. Thank you.
M5. SOPH E HENRY: This is Sophie Henry

again. Just to add on kind of what WIllard was just
sayi ng, but fromny experience -- | noved up here nine
years ago. And nine years ago when | cane up here, there
was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.
We had to chase themoff of the runway for the plane to
|l and. | nmean, it was overl oaded with cari bou.

And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coal
m ne and they started having a helicopter, and traffic
went back and forth. Well, that -- you know, that changed

the mgration of the caribou, so that pretty nuch robbed
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our community of harvesting those caribou. WIlIl, now,
Washi ngton or Shell Q1 or whoever wants to, they want to
drill out here in our ocean.

Vell, if they change the m gration of our
whal es, all our mammal s, you know, we ni ght never get to
hunt that again. They may never cone back up here. W
may never see them W may never -- we mght not ever get
to eat any of that food again. So they are pretty nuch
put in like a teetertotter. Yeah, it's a good thing for
themto -- you know, for Alaska, | guess you should say,
to drill for the noney, but they rob us of our food and
our way of |life and our tradition, you know.

And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they
are putting a hard decision to nake, and we just hope and
pray that they listen to the communities and, you know,
give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and
t he way our ancestors |lived. And hopefully, you know, we
see the other side where we can, you know, continue to
live this way and not get robbed of our manmmals. You

know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition

and our way of life. It would just be nice for once our
voi ces get heard |l oud and clear and they get -- they just,
you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would
be a ot better than offshore, | should say. But that's
all.
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MR, WLLI AM TRACEY, JR : WIIliam Tracey,

Junior. Inupiat nane is Agpaaqtuag, named after ny aaka,
gr andnot her Dorcus Neakok. | was born in Barrow, raised
here in Point Lay all ny life. Wnt hunting. | al nost

lived like a nomadic |life when | was a kid with ny
grandparents. W would travel up and down the coast by
boat. Warren Lanpe could attest to this. He was there
for alot of it, also.

W traveled by boat. W lived in a tent. And
what we caught was our di nner, our |unch, our breakfast;
bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks,
eggs, fish. And we would hunt these aninmals, get our
fill, come back here, put themin the cellar and do it all
over again, canping up and down the coast fromlcy Cape to
Kut chi aq.

Wntertine we would continue that. W would go
toland into it ice fishing and caribou hunting. During
the sunmmer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too
hot or too many nosquitoes to butcher the caribou. W
woul d | oad the cari bou whole and go out in the ocean and
find a piece of ice and butcher the cari bou out on the
ice. This would be June, July, all the way in August we
woul d have floating ice. W don't see that too nuch
anynor e.

Now, | grew up hunting beluga and wal rus, and

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

91

noi se pollution is a big thing when it cones to bel uga.
Learning fromour m stakes, we banned the use of ATVs on
the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise
fromthe ATV will carry into the water and scare the
bel uga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to
herd the beluga. And we al so banned any aircraft flying
over the ocean or the | agoon during this tinme of the
season because the noise of the plane will scare the
bel uga out and away. So we have our president out with
Era Aviation to stay away from our hunting areas for
bel uga.
| hear a | ot of people saying the ocean and | and
Is Ii ke our garden. | don't know how nmany people in the
U. S. have a garden anynore. More and nore people are used
to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway. | like to |look at it
this way: The land is ny Safeway, and the ocean is ny
Samis Club. | get all ny bulk foods fromthe ocean, and |
get ny canned goods and baked goods fromthe | and. Just
anot her way to understand how we use our |and and water.
Peopl e tal k about the ocean getting polluted if
there is an oil spill, all the aninmals and vegetation in
t he ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the
waters surrounding the spill. W see it on TV. Every
tine there is a spill, they are cleaning animals. | don't

know how it would | ook if you see sone people dressed up
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in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a
wal rus, even cari bou.

| f the | agoon got contam nated with oil, our
whol e entire Western Arctic herd uses our | agoon to get
away fromthe heat and the nobsquitoes. You will see the
entire herd sitting in the lagoon. They will cross the
| agoon and wal k on the spit where there is | ess nbsquitoes
and nore wwnd. They will cross the inlets in whol e herds.
And | couldn't even imagi ne | osing that whol e herd of
cari bou, a catastrophe |ike that woul d happen.

So thank you. Good eveni ng.

MS. MARI E TRACEY: H. Thisis Marie

Tracey again. Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you
are listening -- and I'msure you have listened to all of
us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it
may affect our life, our food chain. And | would |ike you
to pl ease be our hero. W wll be waiting for your
comment on what we have said fromour little Native
Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government. And I'm
so happy to be talking to you. | sure wish you could talk
back to me right now, but be our hero.

Thank you for listening to us and sendi ng t hese
peopl e here to Point Lay. They are getting bit by
nosqui toes, but |'msure they don't m nd. Good eveni ng.

MR. ROBERT SUYDAM Robert Suydam  Fol ks
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have done a phenonenonal job about tal king about how

I nportant the ocean and the land is. And so |I'm not going
to add nmuch to that. | don't think that's kind of the
role for ny voice, anyway.

But | would like to say a couple nore things
specifically about the EIS and the ways that | think it --
t he agency should re-evaluate, redo the EI' S between the
draft stage here and the final stage.

The first thing is lots of fol ks have tal ked
about the need for information and that there is nore
information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.
However, it's also true that we need to use the
information that's at hand correctly.

And so, for an exanple, on page 106 under the
section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas
production, it says, gray whal es, bowhead whal es and
hunpback whal es have been shown to -- "that received
| evel s of inpulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to
cause avoi d avoi dance behavior.” And this is just not
true. The bowheads are actually nuch nore sensitive to
sound. And the available literature says they avoid
received |l evels of industrial sound oftentinmes down to 120
dB. So the statenent here is msleading at best, and
pl ease make sure that the right information is used to

eval uate what the potential inpacts are fromthe
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activities under the EI S

Mtigation neasures, there is a section in here
that's not very thorough, and it references back to the
original 193 EIS. And there are sone things that have
been said today that | would like to reenphasi ze that the
agency needs to consider as mtigation nmeasures.

Zero discharge is one of them Shell has agreed
to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't
agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea. And that
shoul d be a standard mtigation for both areas. Certainly
sone di scharge occurs early on in the topple, but nuds and
cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those
types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean
because it's people's gardens or Samis Cl ubs, or whatever
it mght be. So zero discharge is a best avail able
t echnol ogy that Norway inplenents and shoul d be
i mpl enented here, as well.

Many tinmes beluga hunters here in Point Lay in
t he past have told ne they don't want any industri al
activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or
until the beluga hunt has occurred. So that should be a
standard mtigation to protect the beluga hunting here in
Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the bel ugas
t hensel ves.

No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after
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t he bel uga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of
July. Fol ks have tal ked about wal ruses and seal s haul i ng
out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.

M tigation neasures need to be in place to make sure that
t hose wal ruses aren't disturbed, that stanpedes aren't
occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane
traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas. Lots
of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea. They need to be
protected fromoil spills especially, but also from
colliding with ships. So the appropriate |ighting needs
to be a standard mtigation nmeasure in the EIS.

In the fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are
starting to hunt bowhead whales. The ice in the
springtine isn't as good as it used to be. So it's harder
for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring. So
VWai nwight is an exanple. They hunted a bowhead | ast fall
for the first tinme in a long, long, long tine. Point Lay
has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.

So there needs to be a closing date or a w ndow
when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in
order to allow for bowheads to be available to the
communi ties here for hunting.

Many peopl e have tal ked about oil spills, and I
don't need to go into that too nuch nore, although | would

| i ke to add one thing. The Deepwater Horizon incident
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showed that oil conpanies aren't prepared to respond to a
| arge oil spill, even though they say they are. In

reality, things just don't work the way they would |i ke

t o.

| think the sane is true here for the Arctic. |
think if oil conpanies are allowed to drill -- or before
they are allowed to drill, they should denonstrate their

ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water
seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered
season. So nore enphasis needs to be put on the ability
of conpanies to respond to an oil spill show ng that they
can clean it up

| ' m pl eased that BOEMRE deci ded to eval uate the
I npacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea. And
there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to
respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to
respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that
matter. W don't know a | ot about the surface -- water
circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's
really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or
the fate of spilled oil. What beaches mght it end up on?
And that information will help for deploying oil spill
cl eanup equi pnent before an acci dent happens.

| know t hat your agency, Jim is trying to

gat her sone of that information, but a |ot nore is needed
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before oil conpanies should be allowed to go out and work
out there.

The issue of dispersants and how t he di spersants
t hensel ves affect the animals, the plants and mammal s in
t he ocean is needed. And are dispersants actually better
than just letting the oil be out there by itself? These
are really inportant questions that remain to be answered.
And if people are going to dunp dispersants on the oil but
it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be
considered. So we need nore information before we try to
use things |ike dispersants.

And finally, I wanted to nmake a comrents on
cunmul ative inpacts. The revised EIS has about 13 pages
related to cunul ative inpacts. And unfortunately, that's
not sufficient, and unfortunately the cunul ati ve i npact
section doesn't even include evaluation of what a |arge
oil spill mght -- how that m ght contribute to cumul ati ve
| npacts.

So even though the judge didn't tell you to
evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been eval uated
in the cunul ative inpact section, as well. And | think
t hat shoul d change between now and the final EIS.

That assessnent, the cunul ative inpacts
assessnent section, is also not sufficient because it

doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are
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foreseeabl e, that are known. There is oil and gas
activities that are going on in both places. | know t hat
Russi a has seism c shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this
year. Wiy isn't that considered in the EIS? If | know
it, certainly the federal governnent knows it.

So pl ease nake sure that the cunul ati ve i npact
section is conprehensive and does include all of the
foreseeabl e activities that are occurring. And those
activities need to include areas where the aninmals that
occur here, where they go to. And that includes Russian
wat ers and the Bering Sea.

And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in
Japan earlier this year, and a nucl ear power plant has
| eaked radiati on, and we have received |lots of calls
suggesti ng or expressing concern that radiation may be
| npacti ng the subsi stence resources. And so ny suspi cion
Is that radioactive inpacts to resources up here is
probably mninmal, but I think it needs to be eval uated,
especially in the cumul ative i npacts section. Monitoring
needs to occur, and that needs to be eval uated.

And then one final statenent on nonitoring
that's in the mtigation section. There is a statenent
that oil conpanies need to do resource-based nonitoring.
They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.

And | think that the agency needs to require that the data
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that the oil conpanies collect on environmental issues,
not fromwhat's happening in the drilling or what's
happening -- or the data they get back fromthe seismc
expl oration, but the environnental data needs to be
publicly avail able. They are using a public resource, and
all that informati on needs to be available for the public
to evaluate, as well.

Thank you again for hanging in here late into
t he evening and for taking comments from nme and ot her
f ol ks.

DR JI M KENDALL: W are not done yet.

Don't go away. Back here. Anyone?

MR. NATHAN HENRY: Before | go, | have one

nore before | go. Nathan Henry, again, before |I | eave.
Let's see. | think that oil spill was in Louisiana
sonewhere. |'mpretty sure if sonebody knew that --

nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill,

probably. |I'mpretty sure if somebody knew that there was
going to be an oil spill, I'm sure sonebody woul d have
went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- | shouldn't

say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them
|"mpretty sure that people would have went to the ocean
and got as nmuch as sea |life as they could possibly get and
store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.

And we don't know if there is going to be an oil
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spill out there or not. Should we go out there and
slaughter the animals, the sea |life before the oil does
or -- we don't know.

DR JI M KENDALL: Good comment. Thank
you, Nat han.

MR. DANNY PI KOK, JR : Danny Pi kok, for
the record. | heard a |lot of good testinonies in just a
short few hours. And | just want to | et everybody know
that | keep hearing we, we, we. And when | hear that word
we, we are tal king about everybody, not just the Arctic.
We are tal king about the United States, our nation. And
just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up
here, it goes around the globe. So if we have an oi
spill up here, it's not only going to affect us. |It's
going to affect wherever that current is going.

And | believe that, you know, God hel ps those

who hel ps thenselves. So help us help you. Let's work
together. W are united -- what's that word united neans?

W are as one. So let us be a stepping stone. W are in

control. This is our nation. W work together, and by
saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in
contr ol

Just like I nentioned earlier, let's keep
drilling on land. Let's deplete the oil on |l and before we

even consider drilling offshore. You know, just take the
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@Qulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in
t he ocean as we speak. And we have a spill out here, we
are going to -- we are going to nodify that spill.

So | just want to let who is going to decide to
| ease that sale, | want to |l et them people know that, you
know, it's not only going to affect the people of the
Arctic; it's going to affect them too.

And | encourage to be against offshore drilling,
especially up here in the Arctic. In that way we may
encourage industries to look into conservation. Conserve.
Quit making our notors eat gas. Mke themsnmaller. W
are going the wong direction. Just like WIllard was
nmentioning, we are killing our world by using up our
fossil fuels.

There was anot her testinony about using natural
energy. | believe that just by nmeking this decision and
not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole
nati on, everybody. And | just want to | et whoever is
going to decide to do the | ease know that you are going to
affect not only us. You are going to affect everybody;

t he whol e nation, the whole world. And | just want to
see -- | don't want to see offshore drilling. | don't
want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through. And | want to
see conservation. You are doing this nation a favor. You

are going to help us learn to conserve.
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| nmean, take, for exanple, our I|nupiat val ues:
Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, hel pi ng each other.
Just like one testinony, talk to farners. Don't shut them
down. By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil
i ndustries to drill where they want to drill. Wwo is in
control, fossil fuel hunters or the farners? W are al
farnmers here. Native peoples in the Arctic, we are
farmers.

Just |ike one fellow nentioned, the ocean is our

garden. You know, just look at it that way. So we have

an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our
garden and it's going to ruin our nation. W are -- we
the people, we are in control. W is in control? W
are, not the oil industry. So please do not drill

of f shor e.

And | hate to admt | ama fornmer oil conpany

enpl oyee. And | have seen directional drilling. Take
that into consideration. Keep the -- keep the rig on | and
and let themdirect their drill to the oil, not -- not put

ships in the water. Take that into consideration.
Thank you.
MR DELBERT REXFORD: Del bert Rexford, for
the record. |1'd like to echo many of the concerns that
have happened. 1'd just |like to add that when -- what's

your name, sir?
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DR JI M KENDALL: Ji m Kendal |.

MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Jim when you talk
about 35 years of testinony, | had the privilege of being
a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on
over the years. And one particul ar El der was so
frustrated of attendi ng neeti ngs over and over again since
t he di scovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay. He said --
he told me to translate this. (lnupiaq.) It is tine to
ki ck those regul ators and agency people in the butt. |
couldn't find the heart to translate that. But he said
translate it.

And this is the frustration of 35 years of
repeati ng our testinony, of repeating our concerns, of
repeating protecting our way of life. And when you talk
about cunul ative effects, you are not even considering the
fact that the maritinme Arctic is starting to begin.

Crui se ships com ng through Barrow, through Davis Strait
and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side,
estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russi an
side in the nane of international trade and cargo
del i very.

All these cunul ative effects are not even
i ncluded in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease
Sal e 193. And the anmpbunt of sewage or debris that may be

di sposed of into the sea. And as Danny stated, all these
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currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm
@Qul f streamor the Pacific stream or the Bering Sea, the
Arctic Ccean.

Geenland is proposing to go offshore. The U S
Coast QGuard has already identified hundreds and t housands
of vessels over the years that will go through the
Nort hwest Passage and t hrough the Chukchi Sea, the Bering
Straits in the nane of trade and cargo. Yet, Lease Sal e
193 is right on the mgration path of the bowhead whal e.

| don't know if you receive any of John Citta's
e-mails, but you should -- you should -- | think it's
right smack in the mddle of it. Wen we had our Barrow
whal i ng captain's association neeting, right there. The
Al aska Eski no Whal i ng Conm ssi on opposed the offshore
devel opnent of Lease Sal e 193 because of that very
concern; not only that, noise pollution.

University of Mam 20 years ago proved that a
mari ne mammal can hear 100 mles away. And when -- when
t hen ARCO put Cabot in into the Nel son Lagoon, we had to
travel 80 mles to catch whal es because of just the
generator running. No exploration activity, no drilling.
Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson
Lagoon. Eighty mles away we catch our whales. And by
the tinme we took the whales into Barrow, they were

spoi | ed.
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s this what we can | ook forward to in the
future? Do we have to travel further to catch whales in
the fall tine and tow themin and the neat is no good by
the tine we get themto shore? That's not what we want.
What we want is fromour country, from our nation.

From Secretary Sal azar what we want is the

assurance that our marine wldlife, the habitat, the

ecosystem the food chain wll be all protected. WIllard
so el oquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the
mussel beds on the shoal. Critical habitat.

When then MVS decided to have the NPRA | ease
sale -- this is shocking. Wen they proposed to have the
NPRA nort hwest | ease, they said that the Kasegl uk Lagoon
fromWainwight all the way to Icy Cape was critical
habitat. OCh, just a mnute. |t doesn't stop at Icy Cape.
It goes all the way to Kutchiaq, 100 miles of it.

So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 m | es of
| agoon that is considered critical habitat in their
previous | ease sales wwthin NPRA? Are they going to
determne the entire 100 mles of |agoon critical habitat?
That needs to be considered seriously.

A lot of things have been said, but they have
been said fromthe heart because of the concern for our
garden, our air, land and sea. Unlike any other

I ndustrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.
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But you take a | ook at the cumul ative effects in Nuigsut,
surrounded by oil and gas industry. The traditional |and
use areas haven't been inpacted. Now they go as far close
to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were
accustoned to harvesting within close proximty to
Nui gsut .

s this what we can ook forward to in the event
t hat Lease Sal e 193 does occur? Marine traffic increases,
mari ne vessels increases, air traffic in the nanme of
hel i copter or other support, airborne traffic increases.

BHP al one affected the cari bou here in Point Lay
when they did a short little study. That's conmobn
know edge in the community. And these are concerns that
we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in
VWai nwi ght, and el sewhere.

| do believe that as people, ny fellow tri bal
menbers as a tribal council menber with the I nupiat
Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we tal k about
airborne pollutants, things that are emtted into the air.
And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, iIt's
cold and then so they drop into the water. So they becone
wat er borne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of
the ocean. Is this sonething that our future generations
wll have to live with?

| think when you tal k about cunul ati ve effects,
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you need to | ook at what the Coast Guard is saying as they
work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are
| ooki ng at None or other areas in Al aska for a deep port
so that maritinme vessels can even increase right through
the mgration, right through our ocean.

These are cunul ative effects that need to be
wei ghed and considered; not just the |lease sale itself,
but all of these cunul ative effects. You are talking
about increased emnm ssions, carbon dioxide, carbon
nonoxi de, other pollutants into the atnosphere.

They have likened the Arctic to a canary in a
m ne, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive. And
this is a beluga harvesting comunity. It's a whaling
community. So when Sal azar wei ghs these things, are we
anot her Anmazon? Are we another Indian tribe in the
statistic in the future? Are we |like our Native American
| ndi an brothers and sisters whose | ands have been
expl oited, whose | ands have been taken in the name of
resource devel opnent? |Is this what we | ook forward to for
future generations?

Look at the cunul ative effects. W know that
Hol | and, Princess and all these cruise ships -- | don't
know how many people go into that cruise ship, but 1'd
I magi ne 500. | don't know. But that's a |ot of waste

that al so goes into the waters. And the United States is
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working with Canada to nmake sure that those nmaritine
routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our
subsi stence way of |ife, also.

But 1'd like to thank the community of Point
Lay, you know. | love to visit Point Lay because | get a
chance to go beluga hunting, have sone fresh nmuktuk, visit

wth famly and friends.

Just |like Barrow. | nean, Barrow is just right
on -- right on the sane route that this thing is going to
hit. It's one current, three currents. Goi ng nort h,

goi ng south, as WIllard stated, currents underneat h.
Because what we do during the whaling season is that we
drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice. W go 10,
20 fathons to see which way the current is com ng and
going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.

It's not just the surface current that Robert
alluded to earlier. It's also the current the undertow
that is there. And if globs of oil go to that current,
how does the industry propose to collect it and to cl ean
It up? W don't -- we don't hear any answers fromthe
| ndustry.

But ny late father worked hard to protect the
bowhead whal e and make sure that we continue to harvest
t he bowhead whale. And | think for those of us that are

whal ers, we continue to do so because it is our way of
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life. It is our tradition, our cultural heritage. That
Is far richer than any cow or any chi cken can be val ued.
Yes, the farnmers and the mass producers of those products
reap the benefits, but it's not the sane. There is no
spirituality linked with it.

Li ke when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whal e,

when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner

satisfaction that you feel whole as a person. It's not
the sane with hanmburger. |It's not the same wi th chicken.
But thank you for comng. | always feel at hone

in Point Lay, and this is the nost beautiful season of the
year. You are here when sonething very beautiful happens.
And thank you for comng. | do hope Sal azar |istens, that
It doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the

i nterest of national security or national interest.

But we don't want to be another Amazon I ndi an
tribe, overwitten, discarded and honel ess. W don't want
to be that because this is our hone.

Thank you.

MS. MARJIORI E Pl KOK LONG Hi . My name is
Marjorie Pikok Long. | agree with Delbert. He said |like
35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for
sonet hing. That was 35 years ago that this is still going
on. | was seven years old. And now it's happeni ng now.

I'm 42, and | have to speak for ny kids because he
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spoke -- his parents spoke for him |I'm against the
proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling. He's
right. W can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know,

animals |i ke down states can do. Wat we get is fromthe

ocean. It cones by itself naturally. |It's the nature of
life. W don't go and find it. It cones to us. And we
need that. 1It's |like the beluga harvest is only once a
year.

And just that once a year it's a joyful thing
because we barter the food that we get fromthe bel uga.
Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our
mukt uk for whale neat or whale with Barrow or other
vill ages that got the whale. But now that we' ve got the
quota to get the whale neat, now you guys want to go out
and go offshore drilling. You guys mght as well take
away our hunting for the whale.

And | don't want to see that because ny boy,
he's 19. He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is
about because it's being passed on not just from our
vill age, but people fromother villages that do whal e,

t hey conme and help us to teach our kids and the villagers
how to get a whale. And | hate to see that gone, too,
because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the
food they provide us. They provided us with the food and

everything, not just our Elders use it for nedicine. OQur

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

111

kids, they get sick, the nedicine that we get fromthe
clinic doesn't help.

The oils, sonetinmes the nothers rub it on their
ki ds' chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk,
nuvuk. | don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something
that's, you know, sonething that's not good to have when
you are sick. And the oil that's used to help | oosen up
the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they
feed them a teaspoon full of that, too. And that hel ps
t hose kids get better because the nedicine doesn't work at
the clinic. And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's
hard to get nedicine out here, too. |It's hard to get
anything out here to the Bush area.

It took two weeks just for a |oaf of bread to
finally conme to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks
sonetines just for hanburger neat to cone to Point Lay.

We can't afford a $520 trip fromhere to Barrow to go from
here to Barrow to go get sone groceries on our incone

al one. Sonetines our incone alone doesn't make it through
the whole two weeks to buy our groceries. W have to |live
off the food that we have.

So our kids are not just being raised by the
wei ght of the -- how they are being raised right now with
the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but

they are al so being taught with our culture. So we're
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still trying to adapt to their way and our way. And it's
not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different
cultures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us
grow up just being people and not to have to worry about
food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to
worry about buying gas. You didn't have to buy a bullet.
But now we have to adapt to this.

You guys have given us all these privil eges that
you guys do, like the whaling. W finally got a quota for
the whaling. W had to fight for it. | nean, our Elders

didn't have to do that then. They went out and got a

whal e.

And it's harder for us to see our kids have to
grow up this way. | know for ne it is. |'m speaking for
my baby in ny stomach right now | want ny baby to grow

up to do what | did, to be able to eat what |I'm eati ng and
not have to, you know, cone to these kind of neetings to
be the voi ce.

You know, it should be stopped. Just, you know,
stop it. Sonebody has got to stop it for us because we
may be voi ci ng our voices, but sonmebody out there has the
power to stop it. And | hope sonmebody out there steps up
toit, you know. Listen to us. This is our way of
living. Thank you.

MR, ROBERT LI SBOURNE: Robert Lisbourne,
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for the record. W say no to offshore drilling. W wl
continue to say no. So if the governnent goes out and do
this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing
fromus. Wat would happen if | stole sonething fromthe
governnment? | go to jail, right? W have no authority to
do that to the governnent.
So this is very serious. It is our land. W

will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for
t housands of years. So |'mjust saying if they go out
there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill,
t here goes our food. That's our land. No nore use for
our land. |It's stealing fromus. So thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Anybody back here? |Is
It time for a break, a ten-mnute break? | see a couple
heads shake. Wy don't we take ten minutes, and if people
want to continue to talk we are going to stay.

(A break was taken.)

DR. JI M KENDALL: Okay. | think everybody
Is in the roomthat's sitting dowmn. And we have gone
around the roomtw ce, and we want to nake sure no one
| eaves feeling that they didn't have their say. So
i nstead of going around the roomagain, |'mjust going to
ask, who wants the m crophone.

MR. W LLARD NEAKOK: Thank you. WIllard

Neakok, for the record. |1'mnot going to speak for the
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| ease 193 at this tinme, but I"mgoing to speak for anot her
village, which is the village of Nuiqsut. | know they are
goi ng to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ccean.

And they are surrounded by oil conpanies on |and. They
have to go 30, 40, 50 mles just to go inland to go hunt
cari bou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep. And now they are
going to drill on their ocean.

They are covered by three sides, east, west, and
south. And now | feel sorry for Nuiqsut for oil conpanies
closing their back door to their -- their ocean. And if
that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqgsut is going
to be surrounded conpletely. They have to go further out
to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they
m ght get.

We care for each and every one of our villages.
When we hear sonebody hurt, gets hurt in a different
vill age, you know, we -- we have our synpathy towards
them their famlies, their friends. And now their whole
village is going to be affected by closing their back door
and start having an oil conpany out there drilling. And
they are a lot -- you know, the | ease sale that's
happeni ng over there is a |ot closer than Lease Sal e 193.

You m ght be able to see that oil rig, drill rig
out there, that ship, you know. | just wanted to, you

know, let M. Salazar know that, you know, if they |et
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t hese | ease sal es happen, the exploratory drilling happen,
they are just closing their back door to the Village of

Nui gsut. Because | don't want to have this happen to them
| i ke what's happeni ng now because of Prudhoe Bay, dril

rigs all over the place. And now you are going to have a
rig out in the ocean. Now they are going to have to go
further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there m ght
be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a
nmont h or so.

You know, that will cost the oil conpani es noney
each and every day when they are not drilling. But they
got to think of feeding the village for the passion that
we have of living off the ocean. | hope that -- you know,
I f anybody goes to Nuiqgsut, | hope this is passed on to
t hem that another village cares for other people, other
vill ages here on the Slope. W are all related sonehow,
sone way. | have relatives in Nuiqsut. | have relatives
in every village here on the Slope, whether by marri age,
whet her by famly, extended famly, by blood, by nmarriage.

You know, | just feel sorry if that goes
t hrough. And even over here, too, if |ease 193 goes. You
know, peopl e nmake decisions in the Lower 48. Like soneone
said, they don't care what happens up here. W care what
happens down there with all the storns, all the oil

spills, you know. You know, it affects us, too,
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spiritually, nmentally. | hope it doesn't happen to us,
you know. | would say that I'd hate to be those people
goi ng through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.

| hope there is a | ot of conpassion out there to
say | hope that, you know, the | ease sale doesn't go
through and it's been approved for oil to be expl ored,
drilling because, you know, like | said, we care for each
other. W are supposed to care for each other. You know,
we send noney to different parts of the world, you know,

i n case a natural disaster happens or what |i ke happened
in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince WIIliam Sound. W
don't want it to happen to us.

And when | wote ny article for the newspaper,

you know, | don't want to see what could happen to our
animals, our way of living. | don't want to see what
happened down there happen to us up here. You know, we
have a lot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea. W have
a lot of crabbing. W have, you know, walrus, narine
manmal s that are going to be affected, not only here on
the North Sl ope, but we have currents that go to Russia,
G eenl and, Norway, currents that not only goes through the
Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, ChukotKka,
all different countries if an oil spill |ike what happened
in the Gulf of Mexi co.

But nobst of all, you know, if the other |ease

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

117

sale in the Arctic Ccean happens, you know, the Village of

Nui gsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting
a back door on them | don't want to see that happen.
You know, | care for everybody here on this earth.

So I"'mgrateful that folks came here and get our
testinmonies. And hopefully M. Salazar, like |I said,
makes the right decision to where we can |ive our way of
life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do,
what we hunt and share.

If you ook at all these pictures here on the
wal |, you know, we have spirituality over here. W have
t oget herness on the other one. And all these pictures
behi nd you, you can see the smles on the children's
faces. Over here, you know, we have ol d pictures,

'50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that
passed on their know edge on how to take care of the
ocean. W have a picture here of us whaling, not only us,
but different other villages along the coast, all up and
down the west coast of Al aska down to King Island.

You know, if we let the oil conpanies conme and
drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it
affects those people down there, too. You can see the
happi ness in the kids. |If we take that away, if we |et
sonebody take that away, our heritage, our way of |iving,

our animals, we won't see those sm| es.
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W wi || be asking ourselves why -- maybe M.
Sal azar mght say, why did | do this, why did | say yes to
exploratory drilling. Now | ook what happened. They have
no animals. They can't hunt bowhead. They can't hunt the
bel uga. They can't harvest walrus, seals anynore because
| said yes to exploratory drilling.

M. Sal azar has a | ot of weight on his shoul ders

and, | hope he doesn't nake it a | ot heavier by saying yes
to exploratory drilling.
Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, W1 I ard.
Anybody el se? | have an open mke. |'mnot going to go
around and bot her everybody. |Is that you, Nathan?

MR. NATHAN HENRY: Nat han Henry here
agai n. Tal king about the oil, maybe scientists should try
and do a little experinent, |like putting oil underground
and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it
and see how long will the oil -- see if the oil wll keep
It cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know,
conpare like -- because | think if you take a mllion
gal l ons of oil underground out, it m ght warm up because
maybe the oil m ght be keeping the ground cool.

And if you suck it out, naybe it will probably
cause the ground to get warm and there is a big gap -- |

think | said that one tine. There is a big gap when they
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enpty out the ground fromthe oil. There is that big gap.
What do they do? Do they fill it in or leave it enpty?

DR JI' M KENDALL: It fills in.

MR. NATHAN HENRY: By itself?

DR JI M KENDALL: Usually with water or
salt or sonething.

MR. NATHAN HENRY: But does that warmt hat
area up?

DR JI M KENDALL: | don't know.

MR. NATHAN HENRY: See, we don't know,
either. And it would just be good if, like, scientists go
and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool
or the earth cool. | don't know. | just thought naybe

I'd say that. Good evening. Quyanagpak. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: | will learn sonme of the
words. Anyone else? | still have the mke here. It's in
my hand. It's still on. The battery still works.

MR. DANNY PI KOK, JR : Danny Pi kok, for
the record. Prinme exanple is back in the early and
md '40s, we had the governnent stage with radar sites all
up and down the coast of Al aska and who knows where el se.
And nodern technol ogy, state-of-the-art technol ogy, got
rid of those radars, and it cost the governnent nore nbney
to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites. Al

the ness those radar sites caused. And just |ike deja vu.
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You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for
oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so nuch
just to clean up a fraction of that oil. So |I hope

M. Sal azar takes that into consideration.

Just like WIllard was saying he's got lots, lots
on his shoulders. And if that sale passes, it's going to
get worse. So | just hope and pray that he -- he nakes
the right decision. And again, I1'd like to see the oi
I ndustry deplete the oil onshore before we even consi der
drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, sir. Anyone
el se? Going once. You found soneone? (oing once?

MR. DANNY PI KOK, JR : Danny Pi kok, for
the record. Just to nake one quick comrent. | know oi

nmeans noney, nore funding, and that's great. Just

drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean. No
offshore, you know. More oil, nore noney. Let's -- |ess
oil, nore [indiscernible]. So we need to learn to go back

to the old ways. And if we keep going in the direction we
are now, we are going to |lose our old ways, and we are
just nmessing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.
Let's go to natural energy.
Thank you.
DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Okay.

Anyone el se?
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MR. LLOYD PI KOK: Good evening. Lloyd
Pi kok. And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on
oil, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a
popul ati on bigger than Point Lay and there is a popul ati on
bi gger than the North Sl ope, and their demand for oil is
bi gger than us wanting to stop it. And | believe it's not
if; it's going to be when they are going to start
drilling.

And what do you guys have pl anned for our
communities to benefit off of this? You know, if -- the
way | feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the
poi nt where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a
renewabl e resource to live off of. And | feel |ike, you
know, you guys shoul d have something in position for us,
you know, |ike the students and the people that are
| earning here to give us sonething to learn so that we can
do it, because we know the environment nore than --

You know, everybody has lived off the
environnent for so long, and | feel that if you guys |learn
and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give
everybody the proper training, that mght end in a safer,
you know, conclusion than just com ng i nto our backyard
and start drilling. You guys should learn to train us and
give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are

going to do it and send people fromup there. And find a
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way for the comunity to benefit off of what you guys are
going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just
gi ve themthat proposal of, you know --

Because there are students and peopl e around
here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because
t hey know the way their environnent is and they know
exactly howit works. And | just want to know how you
guys are going to make the communities that you are going
to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to
make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this
oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just
going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are
goi ng to take our | and.

And the oil, if it were to cone up and it were
to mess up our environnent, how are we going to be able to
stop it? That's all | got to say. Thanks.

DR JI M KENDALL: And that's why we keep
going until everyone has a chance to speak. Wl said.
Thank you. Anyone el se? Anyone wants to speak agai n?
Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak? Good conmments.

MR, DANNY PIKOK, JR : This just cones to
my mnd. | have been thinking about it for a while, you
know. The nore oil we have, the price of oil goes down.
And the |l ess oil we have, the price of oil wll go up.

And that could help this nation to, you know, start
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conserving, conserve our oil, you know | nmean, if |I'm
going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs ne $12, |I'm
going to be real careful how | use that gas.

Just take into consideration, M. Salazar. Mre
oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the sanme. Less
oil, price goes up. The nbre we conserve -- the nore we
hel p oursel ves, the nore we can hel p the pl anet.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. [It's LI oyd,
ri ght?

MR LLOYD PI KOK: LI oyd Pi kok again. And
he's tal ki ng about conserving our oil, and I think it
woul d be better to nake -- you know, invest in ways that
can conserve our oil, you know, to nake your dollar go a
little bit further, you know Kind of invest in ways that
we use oil a whole lot I ess than when we did before for
t hose Toyo stoves and anyt hi ng.

You build a better environnment for the oil to
keep going and we will have nore oil. W wll| have nore
sust ai nabl e oil because we know how to use it nore
efficiently. And | feel like if you guys are going to
cone in and drill, you mght as well find a way to use
this oil a whole | ot nore sustainable than just, you know,
burning up half of what you are going to get because |

know t hat when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34
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pounds of carbon nonoxide. And that's -- you know, | was
taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.

And | nean, these houses run at like -- | don't
even know how rmuch, but it burns so nmuch oil and that's
what's causing us to, you know, | ook for nore is because
we are burning nore of it. What if we learn to conserve
it in a way, you know, into our building, into our
lifestyle and we learn to nmake it so that we run off of
that extra dollar. You know, we run off that one gallon
of oil and we nmake it last as long as five, ten gallons.

And it would be nice to see if you guys invested
in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to

t hi nk about, you know, letting this happen. And we woul d

be -- we would feel nore, you know, safe. That woul d
cause the thought of drilling oil a whole | ot nore. W
woul dn't need to drill so nmuch oil if we knew how to use

it if we knew the efficiency of how to produce it and then
how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just
burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine
It and conserve it.
And that's all | had to say. Thanks.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Lloyd. Wl
said. Anyone el se?

MR, LEO FERREIRA, I11: Leo Ferreira, |11,

for the record. | guess | have a small, little coment.
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Just a crazy idea that | just thought of since | have been
hearing lots of tal k about our culture and our -- where we
hunt at and what we hunt because | al ready know -- |
already have a feeling that the federal governnent, they
w |l take our comrents and use it to nake stipul ati ons and
regul ations for the gas and oil industry.

And | just had a crazy idea that since they are
going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if
they do find oil -- and they probably m ght, but we don't
know how nuch yet -- is that when they do get to that
point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the
f ederal governnment should take into considerati on because
every village is unique in their own way. Kot zebue
depends on fish. It's their yearly supply for
subsi stence. Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale. And
Point Lay is unique to the beluga. And Wainwight could
be bowhead and wal rus and so forth. So every village
lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle. But we
all depend on the sanme ani nal s.

So if we get to past the exploration and get to
devel opnent, | think the federal governnent should let the
outlying comunities regulate and nandate their own
wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are
trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest

our sea animals fromthe ocean and fromthe | and, that
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t hese stipul ations should be in place to hel p us protect
our culture.

And | hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good
idea, | think, that we should get to regulate our own
seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we
can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a
whil e so we can harvest our beluga. | think these other
vill ages m ght want to do other things |ike they m ght
want a tine frane to stop the activity so they can harvest
t heir whal e when the whal es are passing by on their
m gration route.

That was just an idea. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you, Leo. Wth
t hose words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's
comment be the |last comments? Going once. (Going tw ce.
You want to get the | ast coment ?

Good night. Going three tines. Thank you very,
very nmuch for hanging in there. W had a good neeting.
Good comments. And we wll be back to share. Thank you
very, very much. Have a good night.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 11:30 p.m)
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            2                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Before we do anything 



            4    else, I'd like to start off with a blessing.  And we are 



            5    honored that Willard has agreed to give the blessing for 



            6    us tonight.  



            7               (Blessing offered by Willard Neakok.)



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, 



            9    Willard.  Well, good evening.  Welcome to the public 



           10    hearing for the Revised Draft Supplemental Environment 



           11    Environmental Impact Statement for 193.  That is a 



           12    mouthful.  I'm not going to give you all the details on 



           13    that because we are going to have a little bit of briefing 



           14    on that so that we can start everybody off at the same 



           15    point.  



           16              Now, who are we?  In the last couple of 



           17    meetings, we have had folks stop us almost halfway through 



           18    the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people 



           19    are.  Well, we are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



           20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are a federal 



           21    agency bureau within the Department of Interior.  We are 



           22    the Feds.  We are not the oil and gas industry and we are 



           23    not a nongovernmental organization or an NGO.  Our job is 



           24    to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Outer 



           25    Continental Shelf.  We are unbiased.  That's our job, to 
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            1    be unbiased.  



            2              The whole point of this meeting is to get 



            3    information from this community to help us make a certain 



            4    document better because that document and the material 



            5    that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker.  The 



            6    decisionmaker is the Secretary of the Interior.  He will 



            7    make the decision.  We don't make the decision.  We just 



            8    package up the information that people have to give us.  



            9              Now, my name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the regional 



           10    director for the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.  Carrying that 



           11    chair over there is Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our 



           12    community liaison.  He helps us make contact with the 



           13    communities to make sure your information gets into the 



           14    system.  



           15              Sitting down there is Sharon Warren.  Sharon is 



           16    the project manager for this.  She's the one that has to 



           17    make sure everything works and comes together.  Sitting 



           18    next to her is Michael Routhier.  Michael is the EIS 



           19    coordinator.  He takes all the pieces and puts it together 



           20    from the scientists.  And Scott Blackburn is over there.  



           21    He was taking names.  He is our technical expert and 



           22    technical editor.  His job to is to make sure all the 



           23    information we get from a lot of different people flows.  



           24              All right.  Now, the other person we brought 



           25    with us is extremely important.  And that's Mary Vavrik.  
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            1    Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this 



            2    information down.  And I am breaking one of the cardinal 



            3    rules.  I'm talking too fast.  It's real important that 



            4    Mary gets this down.  So whenever you speak, we are going 



            5    to ask that you say your name, speak slowly and loud 



            6    enough with the microphone that Mary can get it.  All 



            7    right?  



            8              Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to 



            9    open it up for public comment.  And we are going to do it 



           10    a little bit differently.  After we ask if any of our 



           11    Elders would like to make comments or any of the elected 



           12    officials, we are going to keep going around the room.  We 



           13    are going to walk the mike around to every single person 



           14    in the room multiple times so everybody has a chance to 



           15    speak.  You can either pass or make a comment.  But it's 



           16    going to come around again, and you can speak again or 



           17    pass.  We are going to keep doing that until everybody in 



           18    the room feels like they have said everything they need to 



           19    say for us.  Okay.  We don't want anybody leaving this 



           20    room feeling that their voice was not heard.  Okay?  



           21              Now, with that, I'm going to quit talking, which 



           22    I'm real good at.  I never shut up.  And I'm going to pass 



           23    this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are 



           24    here.  



           25                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and thank 
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            1    you for allowing us to come into your community and 



            2    provide this information to you and to get the comments 



            3    from you because it's very important.  



            4              Why are we here today?  We're here because we 



            5    have a specific document that's back on the table.  It's 



            6    the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 



            7    Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193.  And when was the 



            8    lease sale?  The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.  



            9    We did an environmental impact statement in 2007 prior to 



           10    conducting the sale.  There was six companies that bid on 



           11    the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas.  We 



           12    offered 29.3 million acres, and 2.8 million acres was 



           13    leased.  And that was in 2008.  And I know today is 2011.  



           14              So here is what happened.  Days before the lease 



           15    sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the lease sale.  They 



           16    alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EIS to the 



           17    Court did not address the potential environmental impacts 



           18    that was necessary for us to do under the National 



           19    Environmental Policy Act.  



           20              So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EIS 



           21    on most part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns, 



           22    and he wanted those concerns addressed.  



           23              The three issues he wanted to address was, he 



           24    said the agency failed to analyze the environmental 



           25    impacts of natural gas development, even though there was 
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            1    industry interest in the natural gas and even though we, 



            2    in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil companies 



            3    that if they bid on the tract and issued and got a lease, 



            4    that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the 



            5    oil.  So the judge said you didn't look at the 



            6    environmental impact of that part of the process.  



            7              The judge also said that we failed to determine 



            8    whether the missing information identified was relevant to 



            9    the federal regulations.  Part of the litigation that we 



           10    are in, there was an exhibit that was submitted and there 



           11    was pages of quotations out of our document that we said 



           12    we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there 



           13    was unknowns.  So when we had that, there is a regulatory 



           14    process that you must go through to assess and determine.  



           15              The last one is that we failed to determine 



           16    whether the cost of obtaining the information was 



           17    exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown.  So the 



           18    Court told us that we needed to go back, that we couldn't 



           19    do anything more until we went back.  



           20              So what did we do in response to the court 



           21    order?  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact 



           22    statement to address the Court's concerns, and we came out 



           23    here on the draft SEIS back in November.  Some of you may 



           24    have been at that public hearing.  We came back to take a 



           25    look and get your comments on the document.  We did 
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            1    receive over 150,000 comments.  



            2              And I'll turn the mike over to Mike so he can 



            3    tell you what happened next on this.  



            4                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  So as Sharon was 



            5    saying, we received over 150,000 comments on the draft 



            6    SEIS we prepared.  And that's in addition to all the 



            7    public testimony we received going around to all the 



            8    villages and then down in Anchorage.  Many of the comments 



            9    that we received asked the agency to analyze what would 



           10    happen if something went horribly wrong and there was a 



           11    very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  



           12              As you all remember, this is coming on the heels 



           13    of the Deepwater Horizon event.  Everyone has seen those 



           14    images on TV.  It was and is of great concern to people.  



           15    We, as an agency, in reviewing the comments, considered 



           16    what can we do to address some of these concerns, and we 



           17    decided that the best thing to do would be to prepare an 



           18    analysis of the potential environmental effects of a very 



           19    large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  



           20              Now, the term very large oil spill, what does 



           21    that mean?  Well, we have a great group of geologists in 



           22    our office, and we went to them and asked the question, 



           23    what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that 



           24    could possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.  



           25              And so they studied some data, and they 
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            1    basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is 



            2    the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.  



            3    We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our 



            4    wildlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality 



            5    experts.  And they looked at the scenario and then wrote 



            6    analysis on what the potential environmental effects could 



            7    be from such an oil spill.  



            8              It is important to remember that VLOS is a 



            9    hypothetical event.  It's an extreme case.  It's an 



           10    extremely large spill.  And it's not -- it doesn't 



           11    represent any actual well that a company is proposing to 



           12    drill.  It's just something we are using in our NEPA 



           13    analysis to inform the decisionmaker of the gravity of 



           14    these concerns.  



           15              A very large oil spill, as I just described, is 



           16    actually a bit different than another term that you might 



           17    hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities 



           18    in general, that term being worst-case discharge.  I bet 



           19    some of you have probably heard that term.  Just as an 



           20    explanation, the term worst case discharge is a specific 



           21    term found in our regulations, and it's a required part of 



           22    an exploration plan.  



           23              Right now we are at the lease sale stage.  There 



           24    is a couple -- there is leases out there, and the 



           25    Secretary eventually has to decide whether he wants to 
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            1    reaffirm those or cancel some or cancel all those leases.  



            2    We are at the lease sale stage.  If some leases were to be 



            3    affirmed and if an oil company were to down the road 



            4    submit an exploration plan, then that exploration plan 



            5    would include a worst-case discharge.  



            6              The worst-case discharge calculation includes a 



            7    lot more information than the very large oil spill because 



            8    there is a specific company that wants to drill a specific 



            9    type of well in a specific location going out for a 



           10    specific type of oil.  So a lot of the variables are 



           11    known.  There is a lot more information known.  So the 



           12    numbers might be a little different.  This is just a 



           13    heads-up in case you see this other term come up.  And 



           14    it's the worst-case discharge that is used to inform the 



           15    oil spill response plan.  



           16              So in other words, when the company prepares and 



           17    stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they 



           18    will use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.



           19                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So what do we need 



           20    from you today?  We need to have your comments on the 



           21    Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 



           22    Statement.  As I said, we were here in November.  We took 



           23    your comments.  And we now have another document for you 



           24    to review.  



           25              We are looking for your comments.  We are using 
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            1    regulations.gov, and the website is here.  We also have 



            2    some handouts over there at the table on how you can 



            3    access regulations.gov.  And then after the break -- yeah, 



            4    at the break that we will probably take, you can come up 



            5    and see the maps that we have up on the wall.  It shows 



            6    what the -- what the area is that was the lease sale area.  



            7    It shows what -- the alternatives, what was some of the 



            8    areas that was looked at prior to the decision being made 



            9    on this.  So again, this -- this is a decision that the 



           10    Secretary will be making.  



           11              So after this public hearing, what happens next?  



           12    What happens is we will take your comments that you 



           13    provided us, and we really need them because we really 



           14    need to make sure that the document and the way we portray 



           15    subsistence, the patterns, the migratory patterns, is the 



           16    correct information that we have before us.  And we will 



           17    take those comments that you provide to us.  We will take 



           18    the public testimony, transcripts that we also have.  We 



           19    will go through those to take a look at it to see where we 



           20    will make changes in the document.  And so that what we 



           21    will have is a final supplemental environmental impact 



           22    statement that will include the transcripts, will include 



           23    our response to comments that people have provided us, and 



           24    also you will know where in the document that changes were 



           25    made and how your comments were incorporated in the 
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            1    document.  



            2              Then what happens?  We are under a court 



            3    deadline.  We have litigation.  Judge Beistline said, 



            4    fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill.  It 



            5    is beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he 



            6    said at the time that we really didn't need to hold public 



            7    hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to 



            8    come out with this document again, back out to the 



            9    communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the 



           10    correct information in the document for the very large oil 



           11    spill.  So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do 



           12    those things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary 



           13    decision by October 3rd.  



           14              And so for us to have a decision so that the 



           15    Secretary can make the decision by October 3rd, we will 



           16    finalize the supplemental EIS, and it will be in final 



           17    form sometime in early September because it has to be out 



           18    there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be 



           19    made.  



           20              Again, this is the lease sale.  Whether -- the 



           21    Secretary can either affirm the lease sale on how it was 



           22    conducted in 2008 and the leases that were issued; he can 



           23    modify it; he can cancel the leases.  He can -- everything 



           24    is on the table with this decision.  



           25              And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four 
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            1    processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act:  The five-year 



            2    program, the lease sale stage, the exploration stage, and 



            3    the development and production stage.  So the decision 



            4    that needs to be made, even though this document takes a 



            5    look at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS, 



            6    the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to 



            7    go forward with the lease sale.  



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And when was the 



            9    document made available to the public?  



           10                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We brought this 



           11    document out to the public -- notification was on the 21st 



           12    of May.  And we did -- around that time we sent it out to 



           13    many of the stakeholders.  The document was sent out.  And 



           14    then when we went out to the public hearings, several 



           15    weeks prior to coming to the public hearings, we also sent 



           16    documents out to the communities so that the documents 



           17    would be here when we also came here.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And the comment period 



           19    ends, again?



           20                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  The comment 



           21    period is July 11th, and we are using regulations.gov.  So 



           22    please provide your comments by July 11th.  If you have 



           23    got any questions, like I said, there is a handout on how 



           24    to do that.  On the last page of the handout there is a 



           25    telephone number to contact if you have any questions on 
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            1    how to navigate through regulations.gov, and we will be 



            2    more than happy to have somebody walk you through it from 



            3    the office.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Just 



            5    before I forget, we do have an interpreter.  What happened 



            6    to James?  James is there.  He's offered to interpret for 



            7    us if we need to.  So please, if any of you feel that you 



            8    want to use the interpreter, James, just tell us.  



            9              Now, the next part of this is I'm adamant that 



           10    everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says 



           11    exactly what they are thinking.  And we will stay here as 



           12    long as we need to.  This is really, really important.  We 



           13    are not the decisionmaker, but we have to take the 



           14    information to the decisionmaker.  And so when we send 



           15    this package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be 



           16    able to say we went to everybody we could possibly go to 



           17    to get the information for you to base your decision.  



           18              And so that's what's before us tonight.  And if 



           19    you feel you want to think about it, that's fine.  We have 



           20    till July 11th.  The document is back there.  We have got 



           21    CDs.  It's on the Web.  There is time to look at it and 



           22    give us your comment to improve it.  



           23              Now we're going to open it up to public comment, 



           24    and we are not, of course, members of the community here, 



           25    so I don't know all the Elders.  So I would like, first of 
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            1    all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there 



            2    are any community Elders that would like to start us off.  



            3    Would anyone like to volunteer?  



            4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I'm not an Elder, but 



            5    I've got a question.  Robert Suydam.  Typically in public 



            6    hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.  



            7    Is that how this is going to be run tonight?  Are you just 



            8    taking comments, or will you answer questions?  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, we want to get as 



           10    much from the community as we can.  And we want to be 



           11    careful.  I mean, we could answer some very basic 



           12    questions, but the fear is if we get too much into a 



           13    dialogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden 



           14    there is people around the room who don't have a chance.  



           15    So simple questions, yes, I think we can answer, but we 



           16    have got to keep it going.  And there is always time -- 



           17    you can call us on the phone.  You can send us other 



           18    questions.  But the important thing here is everybody has 



           19    a chance.  



           20              So the answer to your question is halfway.  We 



           21    just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of 



           22    people and other folks are sitting there wondering when do 



           23    I get to say my piece.  So a little respect for everybody.  



           24    Bill.  



           25                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  I have a question.  I 
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            1    didn't catch the beginning part.  Are you guys -- like, 



            2    what's your situation?  Are you for oil, in the middle, or 



            3    you oppose it?  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that 



            5    question.  Okay.  That same question was asked before at 



            6    another meeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at 



            7    the very beginning.  We represent the Department of 



            8    Interior.  We are part of the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



            9    Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, and we are 



           10    the regulators.  Okay.  We are not for oil and gas.  We 



           11    are not against oil and gas.  The mission we have is to 



           12    make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is 



           13    the Secretary of Interior.  Okay.  So I mean, my job -- if 



           14    someone asks me, I don't have an opinion.  My job is to 



           15    get your opinions and your information to the top.  



           16                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Willard Neakok, for 



           17    the record.  Is this the only -- I mean, you say a lot of 



           18    different other villages.  Is it just for the outlying 



           19    coastal villages that you are getting testimony from, or 



           20    is it the whole state of Alaska?  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Basically the whole 



           22    state of Alaska and anybody else who wants to comment.  So 



           23    far now, we have gotten comments from Florida about this.  



           24    So it's open to the entire country and anybody else.  I 



           25    think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual 
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            1    visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:  



            2    Point Lay, Point Hope, Wainwright, Barrow, Kotzebue.  We 



            3    had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tomorrow 



            4    night in Anchorage.  We can't visit every place, but we 



            5    need to visit places like Point Lay.



            6                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Again, before we open it 



            8    up generally, are there any Elders that would like to 



            9    speak first?  This is really important.  And the reason 



           10    why I like to push that is that I'm a big believer in 



           11    traditional knowledge or traditional science, if you want 



           12    to call it that.  And my staff and I are working as hard 



           13    as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects 



           14    of nature and observation and science in the document, as 



           15    well.  So are there any Elders that would like to speak 



           16    before we start?  Any elected officials, like maybe the 



           17    mayor?  Okay.  



           18              In that case, then, let's start the process.  



           19    And it gets kind of fun.  What side should I start on, or 



           20    should I start in the middle?  I'm going to start with 



           21    you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.  



           22                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  (Inupiaq.)  My name is 



           23    Earl Kingik.  I come from Point Hope.  I'm a whaler.  I 



           24    belong to a clan called Qagmagtuuq.  I work for an 



           25    organization called Alaska Wilderness League.  We have 
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            1    been doing this for a long time.  Native Village of Point 



            2    Hope took the government, took our own government to 



            3    court, and you see what we come up with.  This is what we 



            4    want to hear.  



            5              I am here to listen to you guys.  I'm not here 



            6    to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you 



            7    guys are saying.  And that way, whenever I go to different 



            8    villages, we will do it better.  And hopefully we will 



            9    have Dr. Kendall give all the comments to everybody.  



           10              We had over 60 people in Point Hope.  To my 



           11    feeling, 100 percent was against offshore activity due to 



           12    oil spill and other issues that's in front of them.  Our 



           13    people even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANWR so 



           14    they would stay away from our ocean we love the most, the 



           15    garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and 



           16    everything that's been going on for thousands of years.  



           17              It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to 



           18    you guys.  This is your chance, and we want to hear and I 



           19    want to hear from you guys, too.  That will make my work a 



           20    little easier.  Like somebody said, who all is going to be 



           21    giving comments.  



           22              I went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tribal 



           23    organizations.  They passed a resolution opposing offshore 



           24    activities.  I went to National Council of American 



           25    Indians.  I asked for their assistance in protecting our 
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            1    ocean due to the fast movement of the Bush era.  The Bush 



            2    era gave us a big headache.  Now we are going to have to 



            3    kind of slow them down, and time-out is called upon them.  



            4              So this is your chance to open your heart to the 



            5    garden you love the most, the garden that provides unity, 



            6    The garden that provides cultural activities throughout 



            7    the whole community because we are part of the ecosystem 



            8    here.  The ecosystem shouldn't be messed around with.  



            9              Thank you.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you have the floor.  



           11                    MR. JULIUS REXFORD, SR.:  My name is 



           12    Julius Rexford, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain for the 



           13    Village of Point Lay.  I also sit on AEWC as a 



           14    commissioner, and I sit on -- I sat on the North Slope 



           15    Borough Wildlife Committee for about five or six years.  



           16    And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like 



           17    it's not going to happen, the opening of our Outer 



           18    Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about 



           19    stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and 



           20    to the BOEMRE staff and personnel.  



           21              That 60-mile buffer zone is something that needs 



           22    to be there.  I know that these ships will be using low -- 



           23    the lowest grade fuel to get out there and run their 



           24    operations.  We need to put in stipulations on having them 



           25    use ultra low sulfur fuels to burn in their ships and 
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            1    their rigs and all their little vessels.  



            2              And another one is there should not be more than 



            3    one drilling operation at any time, not more than one.  



            4    And another one is the mud tailings that they will be 



            5    putting out into our ocean should not be discharged.  Zero 



            6    discharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into 



            7    our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.  



            8              And I'll probably talk about more later on.  And 



            9    I'll pass the mike on.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



           11                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  For the record, 



           12    Willard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter, 



           13    alternate planning department for the North Slope Borough.  



           14    I am in opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore 



           15    drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier, 



           16    you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we 



           17    lose everything in our ocean:  Plankton, fish, seals, 



           18    whales, walrus, whatever marine mammal that is out there 



           19    because we live off of those animals.  It keeps us warm 



           20    during the winter.  You know, we -- we do not waste any of 



           21    that food that we get from out there.  



           22              You know, I wrote a comment -- I wrote a letter 



           23    in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, I 



           24    got a lot of feedback from a lot of different people 



           25    saying that, you know, I'm not, you know -- that I'm not, 
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            1    you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep 



            2    our homes going, cars and everything.  I never even 



            3    mentioned about that.  I know we need the fuel.  I know we 



            4    need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our 



            5    lives.  



            6              And, you know, what can we do on land first 



            7    before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean 



            8    currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea.  And it's 



            9    going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there 



           10    if we have a very large oil spill.  



           11              You know, Prince William Sound is still trying 



           12    to recuperate.  But if you dig down a foot deep in certain 



           13    areas, you will still find oil.  And what happened in Gulf 



           14    of Mexico, how many millions of gallons was, you know, 



           15    pouring out into the ocean?  Took them four months to 



           16    finally cap that thing off, or close to four months.  You 



           17    know, if we have it here, we lose our wildlife, our 



           18    culture of hunting, whaling, fishing.  We lose everything.  



           19    That's scary.  



           20              I want my kids, my grandkids -- like I stated, 



           21    you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, I want them to 



           22    enjoy what I have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in 



           23    Point Lay.  I want them to taste the food that I have 



           24    tasted, I have hunted, I have given out, I have shared.  I 



           25    want my grandkids and possibly my great-grandkids, too, to 
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            1    enjoy the things that I have enjoyed because if we have a 



            2    very large oil spill, you know, we lose everything.  



            3              The whales live off the krill.  And those are 



            4    little, tiny creatures.  If we lose those, we lose the 



            5    whale.  We have beluga.  We have fish.  The belugas eat 



            6    the fish.  The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so 



            7    forth all the way down to the planktons, micro-organisms.  



            8    We have wildlife.  We have seabirds comes from as far as 



            9    Argentina, South Pole coming up this way to migrate to 



           10    be -- you know, repopulate.  And we lose those, too.  But 



           11    mainly, you know, from the ocean.  If we have a large oil 



           12    spill, we lose everything, our way of life.  



           13              And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go 



           14    to our local store to try and substitute the food that we 



           15    have hunted for generations, from generation to generation 



           16    that was passed down by word of mouth.  No documented 



           17    things like that on the board on how we do things.  



           18              Our Elders taught us how to hunt, how to take 



           19    care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the 



           20    land.  We have a wonderful state.  We have a wonderful 



           21    village.  We have a wonderful way of life.  



           22              If we lose our ocean, you know -- I don't know 



           23    how many times I might have to say this -- but we lose 



           24    everything.  And if we start -- you know, the way that 



           25    global warming is going, pretty soon we are going to have 
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            1    ships coming from Atlantic Ocean coming this way.  They 



            2    will be using that Northwest Passage.  What about them, 



            3    that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils?  And 



            4    what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a 



            5    coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or 



            6    so.  Just like what we see down there in the Lower 48, go 



            7    all over the world, we have ships.  If we go up north or 



            8    down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.  



            9              You know, that's a scary thought.  I don't want 



           10    my grandkids or great-grandkids or even my kids to see the 



           11    devastation that we might have if we say go ahead and 



           12    drill.  Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves, 



           13    why did you guys say yes for them to go and drill?  Now 



           14    our ocean doesn't have any life in it.  



           15              We have currents that, like I said, every 



           16    coastal village and here on the west side of Alaska is 



           17    going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario 



           18    have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico.  We'll 



           19    have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to 



           20    shore.  That's an ugly sight to see all those people in 



           21    Florida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up.  Do we 



           22    want that?  I know I sure don't.  Even my great-grandkids 



           23    might even see tar balls keep washing ashore.  We will 



           24    start smelling the oil like in Prince William Sound.  Walk 



           25    around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the 
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            1    ground.  And that's a scary thing to think about.  But the 



            2    most scariest part is we lose everything.  



            3              I love the way I have lived before, hunting, 



            4    fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has 



            5    provided for us Inupiats.  We are all up and down the 



            6    Alaska coastline.  I'm grateful that hopefully, you know, 



            7    our Secretary of Interior will listen, understand what I 



            8    want to see in the future:  Clean ocean, our wildlife 



            9    still out there.  



           10              I know that global warming is making our ice 



           11    thinner and thinner, thinner every year.  Pretty soon we 



           12    might not even have a North Pole.  All it will be is just 



           13    magnetic north, no ice.  



           14              A lot of things are happening globally, and we 



           15    see it up here first.  We see things that are going on at 



           16    Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills, 



           17    devastation of animals.  Might bounce back another 50 or 



           18    60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the 



           19    store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food 



           20    that we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the 



           21    ocean, our garden.  It's scary, real scary.  I want my 



           22    grandkids to, you know, enjoy the foods that I have 



           23    enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing, 



           24    subsisting the way I have enjoyed it.  



           25              I better pass the microphone on.  I get carried 
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            1    away because I don't want to see offshore drilling.  We 



            2    see oil companies say zero discharge, zero discharge.  



            3    Looks good on paper.  Looks good when they talk to us but, 



            4    you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human 



            5    error.  And that's their way of saying zero discharge, 



            6    still having oil spill.  



            7              I'm grateful that, you know, hopefully our voice 



            8    will be heard.  Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of 



            9    Interior will think about the statements that are going on 



           10    right now, testimonies throughout Alaska or throughout the 



           11    world regarding the Outer Continental Shelf plans to drill 



           12    in the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ocean.  



           13              So I'm glad that you folks are here.  And I'll 



           14    pass it on.  Thank you.  



           15                    MR. WILLARD L. NEAKOK:  How do I follow 



           16    that?  I'm in the same position as my dad.  First of all, 



           17    my name is Willard Neakok, and I have no see -- no 



           18    representative.  I represent nobody.  I just wanted to 



           19    represent the Village of Point Lay.  Our people are 



           20    fighting people, and we have had to fight for our land.  



           21    We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are 



           22    fighting for our ocean.  So why stop now?  



           23              I mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like my 



           24    dad said, we love the food.  We love doing all that.  And 



           25    I may -- I'm one of the leaders -- drum leaders for our 
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            1    community, and I love it.  I love it with a passion.  And 



            2    you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for 



            3    successful hunting and celebrate life.  And so I am in no 



            4    position supporting offshore drilling.  



            5                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  I'm Marie Tracey from 



            6    the Native Village of Point Lay.  I work for our mayor's 



            7    office as a communications liaison for the Native Village 



            8    of Point Lay, and I'm a volunteer fire fighter and a 



            9    volunteer ambulance crew member, and I'm a coordinator for 



           10    the volunteer search and rescue group, and I'm the ASTAC 



           11    director.  I'm a mother.  I'm a grandmother.  I'm not 



           12    supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wish that they 



           13    would try and drill onshore before they try to drill 



           14    offshore.  



           15              And with that global warming that we have been 



           16    witnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of 



           17    walruses off our beach.  I was born in the old site on the 



           18    sand spit across there.  And about one mile north of the 



           19    village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at least ten 



           20    miles up the beach was loaded with walruses.  And then 



           21    when you look out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands 



           22    and thousands out there.  And if you see our walrus 



           23    picture, the walruses, when they come on land, they are 



           24    right next to each other, real crowded and everything.  



           25    And that's how they were coming up on the beach.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        27







            1              And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach, 



            2    they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with more 



            3    walruses coming up on the sandy beach, just really 



            4    crowded.  And you could hear them.  And when you look out 



            5    in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you 



            6    would see nothing but like brown spots, brown lines at the 



            7    distance, there is so many walruses out there.  



            8              If there is a stampede, then you could hear 



            9    their mourning, their loss of a loved one.  It's really 



           10    sad to hear.  And but when they came in, they were so loud 



           11    that the next morning I was talking with my cousin.  She 



           12    said, boy, I couldn't sleep last night.  My neighbors just 



           13    like they were quarreling all night.  I couldn't sleep.  I 



           14    told her those were the walruses out there making noises.  



           15    She said, oh, my, I thought they were my neighbors.  



           16              Anyway, but -- and then we have our beluga 



           17    harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.  



           18    We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here.  He comes to 



           19    tag our beluga, and then when he tags them, he set them 



           20    free, and then they would monitor them because they would 



           21    have satellite tags on them.  And then when he gets 



           22    information, he would give it to us, and we would see 



           23    where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.  



           24    And it's amazing to see where they go because we have 



           25    never had this information before.  And since Robert 
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            1    Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of 



            2    information about beluga.  And they take samples.  



            3              And now we have a loon study going on.  Daniel 



            4    Rizzola from UAF Fairbanks has been coming here for three 



            5    years to tag the loons, and he would also send us 



            6    information.  It's amazing where these birds and where 



            7    these mammals go.  And I would like to keep this going 



            8    because we are getting a wealth of information from these 



            9    people that come in to our village.  



           10              And Robert Suydam is getting old with us, too.  



           11    And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.  



           12    But I would -- I would discourage drilling in our ocean 



           13    because we have hardly had any caribou around our village 



           14    and that moves our meal from, like, caribou meat which I 



           15    grew up with as a main course of our meals, like 



           16    dinnertime and even lunch.  



           17              And especially, too, when our young ones go out 



           18    hunting or else we have searches like during the winter, 



           19    we would have some food for them, you know, like dried 



           20    meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food 



           21    out there when they go out.  And sometimes we search for 



           22    days, and it's miles and miles of travel looking for 



           23    people and hoping to take them home alive.  It's just so 



           24    hard for us up here, but we love our food.  



           25              We would like to ask our Secretary of State 
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            1    [sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep 



            2    our way of life, please.  This global warming is really 



            3    hard on our walruses because they have to leave their 



            4    young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they 



            5    feed, and then they would have to come back to their young 



            6    ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.  



            7              Anyway, I'll pass this on to Mrs. Suydam until 



            8    the next round.  Thank you.  



            9                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Good evening.  My name 



           10    is Robert Suydam.  I'm a wildlife biologist with the North 



           11    Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management.  I've 



           12    lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay 



           13    is kind of my second home and the folks here are my second 



           14    family, that we have been working together a long time to 



           15    learn more about belugas.  



           16              And Marie, thank you for the nice things that 



           17    you have said but, you know, much of the credit goes to 



           18    the community and the hunters here for helping all of the 



           19    scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room 



           20    and others not here -- for the successes.  



           21              I'd also like to say thanks to Jim and the rest 



           22    of the BOEMRE crew, BUMMER [pronunciation] crew, whatever 



           23    it is.  Thanks for coming to Point Lay and thanks for 



           24    coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the 



           25    residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        30







            1    them about what they think about this EIS.  Several people 



            2    have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary 



            3    Salazar actually listens to people here that are more 



            4    directly affected by the actions associated with this EIS 



            5    than most other people in the country.  So because they 



            6    are -- the risk is greater for folks here -- the benefits 



            7    aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the 



            8    opinions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater 



            9    weight.  And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely 



           10    to the things that people say here.  



           11              Jim, I'd also like to say congratulations to you 



           12    for your appointment as the state director.  I think you 



           13    are a good addition to Alaska and the agency here.  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



           15                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  So welcome.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thanks, Robert.



           17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I have a few things to 



           18    say, and maybe I'll say just a couple of them now to start 



           19    with.  And maybe I'll start with something that Marie was 



           20    talking about, which was science and the need for 



           21    information.  And I know that part of your revised 



           22    supplemental EIS was about identifying information that 



           23    was needed and how much it cost.  



           24              And I haven't had a chance to review that 



           25    section of the EIS yet, but I think it's really important 
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            1    to highlight the need for information and using that 



            2    information to make decisions that I have been surprised 



            3    to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico 



            4    and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limited ability 



            5    of agencies to understand potential impacts or assess 



            6    impacts, especially to marine mammal populations.  



            7              There is so little information known about the 



            8    population size or status or health of those marine 



            9    mammals that being able to assess what the impacts were is 



           10    very restricted, very limited.  And so I think we are in a 



           11    little bit better position up here that we know a lot 



           12    about belugas, we know a lot about bowheads and walruses 



           13    and other things, but there is still very limited 



           14    information.  



           15              And so encouraging the agency not just to 



           16    evaluate what information is missing, but also make -- 



           17    continue to make efforts -- I know you have made great 



           18    efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or 



           19    ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please 



           20    keep doing that.  Keep funding studies.  Keep funding 



           21    studies to document traditional knowledge.  You know that 



           22    many of the people in this room know more about the 



           23    environment than any scientist or manager.  So your 



           24    identification of traditional knowledge as being key in 



           25    making decisions I think is really valid.  And I hope the 
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            1    agency is able to continue to do that.  



            2              As you evaluate comments on your EIS, please 



            3    first take a look at the data gap analysis that USGS 



            4    recently did.  And I think that's a pretty extensive 



            5    document, and it may be difficult and challenging for the 



            6    agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but I think it's 



            7    really important.  It's available information about data 



            8    gaps, and please use that to make your EIS here more 



            9    complete.  



           10              So again, just emphasizing the need to use 



           11    information to make decisions, I think that's really, 



           12    really important.  But I think there are some other things 



           13    that are also important.  



           14              In the document you talk about thresholds and 



           15    when a threshold is reached, that then the impact becomes 



           16    significant.  On page 75, I think it is here, of the 



           17    document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on 



           18    subsistence harvest patterns occurs when one or more of 



           19    subsistence resources become unavailable for a period of 



           20    one to two years."



           21              So essentially the way I read that is that you 



           22    are telling Point Lay and Wainwright and Barrow that if 



           23    the actions that result from this EIS could make 



           24    subsistence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it 



           25    was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's 
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            1    more than that it would be.  And I think that's 



            2    inappropriate.  



            3              I think that if the actions resulting from this 



            4    EIS cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two 



            5    months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate.  And 



            6    so in this document, previous EISs and future EISs, I 



            7    think you need to change the thresholds that you use for 



            8    evaluating significant impacts, that the culture, the 



            9    people that live in these communities rely on subsistence 



           10    resources.  The unique culture that is here is incredibly 



           11    valuable, and saying that it won't be a significant impact 



           12    unless belugas or bowheads aren't available for two years 



           13    is just not right and something -- the agency should 



           14    approach things differently than that and revise this EIS 



           15    and make sure that future EISs are done differently.  



           16              I'll pass the mike on for now.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Robert.  It's 



           18    great to be in Alaska.  My wife is packing up the house in 



           19    Virginia right now.  



           20              We are going to go around this way now and work 



           21    our way back.  Okay?  I have a nice group of people here 



           22    in a circle.  Would anyone like to take the mike?  



           23                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Thank you.  And 



           24    thank you for coming to Point Lay and helping our way of 



           25    life.  And for the record, my name is Danny Pikok, Junior.  
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            1    And I am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity 



            2    because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I'm afraid of.  



            3    It's the noise pollution.  And I'd like to see oil 



            4    companies exhaust the land before they decide to do any 



            5    offshore drilling of any energy resources.  



            6              And I'd like to see the oil companies focus on 



            7    natural energy.  They are spending too much money to start 



            8    drilling offshore in the Arctic.  They should spend their 



            9    money looking for alternative energy.  I mean, just look 



           10    what happened in our oil field.  We struck oil, it was a 



           11    big deal, and now it's gone.  We had all that oil, all the 



           12    gas, all the jobs.  



           13              It spoiled Native way of life.  We are spoiled 



           14    now.  I mean, look -- you go look in the beach, the motors 



           15    are too big.  They burn too much gas.  We get spoiled.  



           16    It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled like 



           17    that.  



           18              And it's getting worse.  And I'm afraid, you 



           19    know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling 



           20    because how are we going to run them big motors.  It's -- 



           21    it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to 



           22    old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big 



           23    motor and start drilling offshore?  Just -- just noise 



           24    pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here.  There is 



           25    too much wildlife, and a lot of folks depend on it.  I 
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            1    depend on it.  Our children depend on it.  It's just -- 



            2    it's going to do a domino effect.  It already has.  It 



            3    started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.  



            4              And I'd like to see alternative energy resources 



            5    like the coal, natural gas.  I don't want to see oil rigs 



            6    floating in the ocean and drilling.  I'm against it.  It's 



            7    just too much -- it's -- it's too much -- it's too risky.  



            8    It's very risky.  



            9              Just like Willard was saying, it's going to 



           10    start small and it's going to grow.  If we start offshore 



           11    drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries 



           12    up here and start a highway, and we are going to lose a 



           13    lot of good resources our ocean offers.  It's just -- I'm 



           14    really against any offshore activity.  



           15              And I mean, I grew up -- when I was growing up, 



           16    I remember riding in a skin boat, two horsepower motor.  



           17    That was good enough to get you there and back.  You don't 



           18    carry 50 gallons of gas.  You carry five gallons.  Today 



           19    it's -- it's getting out of hand.  Just even snowmachines, 



           20    four-wheelers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.  



           21    And we need gas.  I know there is oil out there inland.  



           22    Focus on that oil inland.  Exhaust that oil before you 



           23    start pushing offshore.  



           24              And I love my family.  I love my people, our 



           25    people.  And the way things are going now, it's getting 
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            1    worse, and I want to encourage whoever is going to decide 



            2    to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the folks 



            3    that live up here.  And I'm sure there is other 



            4    alternatives besides offshore drilling.  



            5              Thanks.  



            6                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Good evening.  My 



            7    name is Delbert Rexford.  I'm an elected official of the 



            8    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  I have the 



            9    at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, which is a 



           10    federally recognized tribe.  Very briefly, we just came 



           11    from a four-hour seal hunt.  We got one seal, not too much 



           12    fat on it.  And as Marie alluded to earlier, some of the 



           13    global warming effects are affecting our marine mammals, 



           14    the health of our marine mammals.  The emissions into the 



           15    atmosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where -- 



           16    anywhere in the world within the industrial global 



           17    community contributes to all of that.  



           18              When the draft EIS came and addresses threatened 



           19    species or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals, 



           20    polar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our 



           21    cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale.  In 



           22    1977 when they banned whaling, it was the International 



           23    Whaling Commission, without knowledge, without 



           24    acknowledging Inupiat traditional knowledge said, no, 



           25    there is not enough whales.  But since time immemorial 
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            1    through oral history, we knew there was more whales, but 



            2    there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert 



            3    is aware of.  



            4              The concerns that we have offshore is that the 



            5    equipment -- I'll take you back to 19 -- when the three 



            6    gray whales were stranded.  The oil industry and their 



            7    state of their technology tried to save the whales.  Lo 



            8    and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their 



            9    technology that they propose to use on cleaning up oil 



           10    spills.  It failed, grossly failed.  So it would have been 



           11    a detriment to take that equipment out to sea, out to ice 



           12    and try to clean up an oil spill.  



           13              And we make good friends with the Russians when 



           14    the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales.  A 



           15    simple icebreaker allowed the global phenomenon of three 



           16    gray whales to be expended to be saved.  



           17              The point is the industry has not proven that 



           18    they have the technology to clean under ice.  And the 



           19    present technology is limited to certain height of wave 



           20    lengths.  Those are limited.  The booms are limited.  



           21    The -- the oil spills in the Gulf, the Exxon Valdez are 



           22    testaments to the fact that in a major -- and you talk 



           23    about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels.  I don't know what that 



           24    equates to in terms of gallons of oil.  It underlies the 



           25    technology is not there.  The zooplankton, the 
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            1    micro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the 



            2    food chain.  



            3              I mean, that's what we are concerned about, our 



            4    way of life versus providing national energy to 



            5    350,000,000 people who are driving on highways, who have a 



            6    lower cost of living allowances all across the nation.  



            7    One gallon of milk is nine bucks in Barrow; $9.  The cost 



            8    of living is high.  



            9              Danny alluded to the size of the engines 



           10    emitting a lot of gases.  It's inevitable that they get 



           11    larger.  We will consume more.  



           12              Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope filed a 



           13    lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore 



           14    drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that 



           15    would be emitted into the atmosphere, because of the 



           16    noise -- cumulative effects of noise pollution and other 



           17    cumulative effects.  



           18              And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and 



           19    that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation.  



           20    Very simply, it was that litigation that brought you back 



           21    to the communities because at the time MMS did not do 



           22    their homework.  



           23              So we came back from a four-hour hunt, my nephew 



           24    and his girlfriend.  We just got back.  And to us, it's 



           25    Eskimo heaven.  It's where our spirituality is -- is 
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            1    completed.  What we can't get here on the land we get from 



            2    the sea, the marine mammals that we are concerned about, 



            3    about being devastated in the event.  And this is what 



            4    bothers our people.  In the unlikely event of an oil spill 



            5    is the term used in a lot of these environmental impact 



            6    draft statements.  If it was inevitable, what technology 



            7    do you have to clean it up?  



            8              When you look at the migratory -- what's that 



            9    guy's name that sends us those bowhead whale migration 



           10    maps?  



           11                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  John Citta.  



           12                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  John Citta sends us 



           13    e-mails regarding the route.  When you look at the 



           14    migration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack 



           15    in the middle of it.  What has BOEMRE done to consider 



           16    that part of it, to mitigate any chances of adverse impact 



           17    on bowhead whales?  



           18              The community of Point Lay just went through a 



           19    very historical past three years.  They just reactivated 



           20    bowhead whaling.  They just landed their second whale.  



           21    And they are a whaling community.  Not only that, the 



           22    beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Alaska.  



           23    I mean, it is -- every time I come down here for beluga 



           24    whaling, I'm at home because I don't go home empty-handed.  



           25              And that's the culture that you are -- that you 
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            1    are endangering through potential VLOS, very large oil 



            2    spills.  That's the threat that we are afraid of.  That's 



            3    an unknown that we are afraid of.  



            4              In 1977 when the IEWC banned whaling, the 



            5    analogy we used was that the buffalo was taken away from 



            6    the Native American Indians.  Well, in 1977 they took our 



            7    bowhead whales off, and suicides.  The number of suicides 



            8    that occurred in those few years after that were -- were 



            9    astronomical.  I mean, people lost a sense of 



           10    spirituality, a sense of wholeness, a sense of belonging 



           11    to their own land and to the sea that provided for them.  



           12              So whoever makes that decision to go offshore -- 



           13    I attended in Houston the Outer Continental Shelf policy 



           14    meetings, and we encouraged impact hunting to those 



           15    impacted communities.  The federal government has only one 



           16    impact program that they ever created on the North Slope 



           17    within NPRA.  Those were the NPRA impacts.  We went to the 



           18    Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for 



           19    impact funds to come back to the impacted communities.  



           20              Impacted communities include suicide, alcohol 



           21    and drug abuse, and other social norms that go way out of 



           22    line.  



           23              And these things BOEMRE, I don't believe, have 



           24    considered at this stage because if you have, we would 



           25    like to see what you are offering to the community in case 
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            1    of an oil spill.  



            2              But I'm speaking on behalf of Inupiat Community 



            3    of the Arctic Slope.  I serve on the tribal council.  I've 



            4    also served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmental 



            5    Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic 



            6    monitoring and assessment program within the confines of 



            7    Inuit Circumpolar Conference as a delegate, as a delegate 



            8    to the United States of America.  And these issues that we 



            9    are asking and concerned about tonight are the same issues 



           10    that we address at the international forums, at the 



           11    international regimes, that the Arctic nations, the eight 



           12    country nations regulate within each respective state.  



           13              But I just want to emphasize that we do oppose 



           14    offshore drilling.  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope 



           15    passed a resolution opposing it because of the unknowns of 



           16    what would happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the 



           17    VLOS that you have noted should happen because we have 



           18    three currents.  



           19              Up in Barrow -- I can talk about Barrow.  I'm 



           20    not sure about right here.  Up in Barrow we have three 



           21    currents.  They go north, they go south.  And every 



           22    species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if 



           23    it should occur.  How many gallons is 150,000 barrels?  



           24    Can -- what's -- does anyone know?   



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's about 40 gallons to 
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            1    a barrel.  



            2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  About four-and-a-half 



            3    million.  



            4                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Four-and-a-half 



            5    million gallons?  My lord.  Do you have the technology to 



            6    clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?  



            7    I don't think you have a plan.  You don't because, like I 



            8    said, the industry tried their equipment to rescue the 



            9    three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all 



           10    of their equipment failed.  That's a living testament that 



           11    the technology didn't work that they were proposing to 



           12    take out to the sea.  



           13              Well, I've taken a lot of your time.  I tell you 



           14    what.  You should spend time out in the ocean.  Maybe you 



           15    can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you 



           16    get a chance to get out there.  There is no mosquitoes out 



           17    there.  



           18              But thank you.  I'm speaking on behalf of the 



           19    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and I serve with 



           20    Sophie on that tribal council.  I've taken a lot of your 



           21    time, but those are the concerns that we have.  Thank you.  



           22                    MR. LEO FERREIRA:  Good evening, 



           23    everybody.  My name is Leo Ferreira, III, for the record.  



           24    So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be 



           25    implemented into this BOEMRE.  Point Lay would like to 
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            1    have a 60-mile buffer zone instead of -- I'm pretty sure 



            2    it's standing at 15- or 13-mile buffer zone.  We want to 



            3    move that up to a 60-mile buffer zone, not just for Point 



            4    Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the 



            5    Arctic Circle.  



            6              We also want another stipulation of one drill 



            7    rig -- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and 



            8    also zero tolerance of cuttings and mud in the ocean, 



            9    along with the oil, zero tolerance of oil discharge.  



           10              These reasons are for the disturbance of our 



           11    animals.  We have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with 



           12    disturbance of our tutu migration, our caribou migration 



           13    route.  We have we have had a coal mine going for a while, 



           14    and all the helicopter use with coal mining has pushed 



           15    away our migration route.  We haven't seen our migration 



           16    route come back close to the village at all in about five 



           17    to seven years now.  



           18              And we just shut down the coal mine just not too 



           19    long ago in our -- I think it was when President Obama 



           20    went green finger on us.  So we feel the impacts of 



           21    disturbance.  



           22              And we also know that our animals in our ocean 



           23    are very sensitive to noise.  I could use walrus as an 



           24    example because walrus are disturbed by even smelling 



           25    cologne or smelling cigarettes in the air.  If somebody is 
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            1    upwind and they smell their cologne, they are going to get 



            2    disturbed.  They also get disturbed by noise when you 



            3    are -- when you are kind of close to them, you will 



            4    disturb the walruses by noise, too, also, but mostly by 



            5    smelling when they are out of the water.  



            6              We also have seen a few animals that we never 



            7    seen before so much, like we seen a killer whale a couple 



            8    years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity 



            9    up here.  So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance 



           10    from all the ship activity that was happening in the 



           11    Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down 



           12    south from us.  



           13              And all of us -- all of us people that live on 



           14    the Slope, all of us Natives in Alaska been taught our way 



           15    of life, so we have a lot of traditional knowledge to pass 



           16    on to the government so they could help get a better 



           17    understanding of how we want to live our life because we 



           18    have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return 



           19    we want to protect our way of life.  We want the federal 



           20    government to start listening to what we have to say and 



           21    start putting these things down as our stipulations to 



           22    help protect our way of life, like the 60-mile buffer 



           23    zone.  



           24              And maybe another one would be like when we go 



           25    harvest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity 
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            1    during our harvests or no air activity along with our 



            2    beluga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise 



            3    activity in the ocean from the ships and from sonar 



            4    activity.  



            5              And that's a big concern is all the activity 



            6    that's going to happen.  We are not just going to deal 



            7    with oil ships.  We are also going to deal with Coast 



            8    Guard ships.  And they have helicopters, too.  



            9              And the other thing I heard is that if there is 



           10    going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does 



           11    happen in the state of Alaska, I'm most definitely 



           12    positively saying that our way of life will definitely be 



           13    disturbed because we are going to disturb our migration 



           14    route for our whales, bowhead whales, beluga whales and 



           15    the walruses.  The migration routes for these animals are 



           16    going to get pushed away from our mainland, and it's going 



           17    to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are 



           18    going to have to go farther and farther offshore because 



           19    of too much ship activity out there on the ocean along 



           20    with -- 



           21              Like I know like the oil spill, like Delbert was 



           22    saying, is we don't know how -- federal government 



           23    scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up 



           24    an oil spill in the icy conditions out here.  I know of 



           25    three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina, 
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            1    and the federal government or the oil companies can't even 



            2    fix those, can't even retrieve them, those little oil rigs 



            3    out there.  And if we leave junk behind, we are going to 



            4    just pollute the ocean.  If we have an oil spill, we're 



            5    going to pollute our ocean.  Once we pollute our ocean, we 



            6    are going to lose our way of life.  



            7              Point Lay is a traditional village.  We live a 



            8    traditional life around here.  There is not much jobs from 



            9    the government or from our North Slope Borough.  Our 



           10    workforce around here is about 25 percent.  Twenty-five 



           11    percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on 



           12    welfare.  When we are on welfare, we live off the ocean 



           13    and off the land.  All the animals, the caribou, the musk 



           14    ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted 



           15    seals, so -- 



           16              And I also know that because Point Lay and 



           17    Kivalina and Point Hope are not in the NPRA, if there is 



           18    an oil spill, these three villages will have no royalties 



           19    when there is an oil spill.  I have been told we are going 



           20    to be the laborers.  We are going to be the cleanup crew, 



           21    and they are just going to get us for the jobs.  And here 



           22    we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not 



           23    even included in the NPRA.  We are outside of the NPRA 



           24    boundaries.  



           25              And so myself and with others, I oppose offshore 
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            1    drilling and I -- I wish the federal government would 



            2    listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell 



            3    them.  And we would like to control -- have control of our 



            4    Inupiat way of life for our animals.  We want to control 



            5    our own animals.  We don't want the government telling 



            6    us our drill ship is going to be here and good luck on 



            7    hunting your animals.  



            8              We want to have stipulations saying during this 



            9    whale time period, during our bowhead whale time period 



           10    for that village, please stop your activity.  You are on 



           11    our area and goes along down the coast, up and down the 



           12    coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with -- 



           13    we also -- because we know there is going to be 



           14    helicopters flying up and back workers and everything.  



           15    And helicopters is a big concern.  It's a real noise 



           16    factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.  



           17              We are the -- we are the ambassadors of our land 



           18    up here.  We want to keep on being the ambassadors of our 



           19    way of life.  Thank you.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I want to make sure we 



           21    get this end of the room here, but Emma, do you want say 



           22    something?  



           23                    MS. EMMA POKON:  (Shakes head.)  



           24                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Good evening.  Nathan 



           25    Henry, for the record.  Let's see.  If -- what was that 
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            1    oil spill in Louisiana or somewhere like that?  Deepwater 



            2    Horizon.  I'm pretty sure if somebody had said something 



            3    like before you guys start that oil drill up here in the 



            4    deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, will 



            5    you guys have homes prepared for those that want to leave 



            6    the area?  And if you guys do have a drill out there, if 



            7    there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, like, move 



            8    some people if they want to move because, you know, like 



            9    it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the 



           10    land.  And are you prepared to -- not only for the oil 



           11    spill but, you know, some people might say, oh, man, I 



           12    don't know if I want to stay here.  Are you guys going to 



           13    have homes ready, like Anchorage, inland somewhere?  



           14    Because I'm pretty sure that Exxon would have, like, 



           15    thousands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if, 



           16    you know, somebody like me said something like, hey, you 



           17    got homes prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?  



           18    And does it matter what we say?  Are you guys still going 



           19    to go out there and drill or what?  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Those are good 



           21    questions.



           22                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I mean, you hand me the 



           23    mike and I got something to say, too.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  If you've 



           25    got something to say, we want to hear it.
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            1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I said it.  Thank you.  



            2                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  Sophie Henry, for the 



            3    record.  I'm a member of the Native Village of Point Lay 



            4    or the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  And if all 



            5    this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero 



            6    discharge and all that.  Well, it's like buying a new car.  



            7    Everything you get is brand-new.  It's not going to leak, 



            8    but over time it leaks, you see.  And that's just going to 



            9    cause a problem and it's just going to be a rolling effect 



           10    of more problems, of course.  



           11              And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince 



           12    William Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mobil [sic], you know, 



           13    that problem just -- it's still a devastation in that area 



           14    for them, and if -- you know, if they were to drill out 



           15    here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they 



           16    even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice, 



           17    you know, what's there, like year-round?  You know all of 



           18    that?  You know all that?  It's good stuff.  



           19              Anyways, you know, like the famous question I 



           20    have been seeing all over when they first started talking 



           21    about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in 



           22    ice; under ice, in the ice.  You know, how do you clean 



           23    all that up?  And if -- there is just -- it's just 



           24    irritating.  



           25              Anyways, also I wanted to know, like, you know, 
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            1    kind of like what Willard said when he said that the 



            2    subsistence and stuff, they are our way of life.  It's our 



            3    tradition.  It's the way we live.  And it's what the 



            4    Elders lived off of hundreds of years ago.  We didn't 



            5    have, you know, what we have now at the stores.  And we -- 



            6    you know, if the Elders nowadays lose all of that stuff, 



            7    you know, the living Elders we have now, they are going 



            8    to -- if they can't have their -- if they lose their food, 



            9    their way of life what they grew up on, pretty much the 



           10    oil companies are basically, you know, letting the 



           11    Elders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the 



           12    food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on, 



           13    it's just a rolling effect of our life.  



           14              And you know, it's just something we don't -- if 



           15    you asked me like ten years ago before I moved to Point 



           16    Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'm for offshore drilling, I'm 



           17    for it.  Well, I moved up here nine years ago.  For the 



           18    first time I hunt.  So I know, you know, what it is like 



           19    to have the food.  I know how to hunt now.  I know how to 



           20    provide for my family.  



           21              My kids are going to be eight and five.  And 



           22    like my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou, 



           23    you know, beluga, whale.  He prefers that over, like, your 



           24    food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy.  My son 



           25    prefers our food.  And if he doesn't have that, well, when 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        51







            1    he becomes a father, how is he going to have that for his 



            2    family?  



            3              It's just basically the oil companies want to 



            4    rob us of our lives basically is how I feel.  And you 



            5    know, with them doing that and killing off what we learned 



            6    to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically 



            7    in a way taking away our identity to a certain extent.  



            8              And I just -- I oppose offshore drilling 100 



            9    percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to make 



           10    the decisions to do this, I suggest them to actually come 



           11    here, rather than living in Washington making all these 



           12    decisions -- how would they like it if, like, our 



           13    community tells them how to live their lives and take away 



           14    what they love?  They wouldn't like that just as much as 



           15    we don't like them taking away our mammals.  



           16              And it's wrong.  It's stupid.  And they 



           17    shouldn't have a say.  They should obviously look at the 



           18    communities.  And everybody that I know and I've heard, 



           19    they all say no.  We can shout as loud as we want, no, no, 



           20    no, and they are still trying to come around and ask 



           21    questions, like we are not going to change our minds.  Why 



           22    do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities, 



           23    it's this, it's that?  So what?  You know, we can -- we -- 



           24    so what?  



           25              You know, we would rather -- we would rather our 
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            1    whales, we would rather everything else.  They shouldn't 



            2    have the right to make the decision to take our lives, 



            3    basically.  They shouldn't have the right to take away our 



            4    mammals, our -- you know, it's just our way of life.  It's 



            5    our ancestors' traditions.  It's everything.  Just like we 



            6    don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't -- 



            7    we don't get to take away what they love.  They shouldn't 



            8    have the right to take ours is what I wanted to say.  



            9              Thank you.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.  I'm 



           11    going to get everybody.  We are going to take a break, but 



           12    we have to go around first.  Two folks here.  Okay.  I 



           13    want to go over here.  Thank you.  



           14                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Good evening.  



           15    Robert Lisbourne, for the record.  I am against offshore 



           16    drilling, any kind, because the person who I am today is 



           17    who I stand for.  I am Inupiat.  We are Inupiat.  We -- we 



           18    have been hunting.  We have the traditions we had for 



           19    thousands of years.  We live off the land.  We live off 



           20    our food.  It's just a blessing to be Inupiat.  And I'd 



           21    just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know, 



           22    for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.  



           23              I would just hate to see my kids and my 



           24    grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean 



           25    and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just -- 
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            1    it's just a continuous food chain that we need.  So 



            2    anything happen out there or in there, that chain is just 



            3    going to break, and we will be lost without it.  It's who 



            4    we are and what we love to do.  



            5              And thanks for coming to Point Lay.  I'm just 



            6    against the offshore drilling.  



            7                    MR. SCOTT GUYER:  My name is Scott Guyer, 



            8    G-U-Y-E-R.  I work for the North Slope Science Initiative.  



            9    I was in town today for another meeting and was invited to 



           10    come tonight, and I'm happy to be here.  Glad to listen to 



           11    all the comments and understand what the community feels 



           12    about this subject.  And I work for the director, and I 



           13    will be taking information back to him and discussing what 



           14    was said here to him.  So don't really have any comment 



           15    myself.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then I think -- and 



           17    sir?  I don't want to forget you.  



           18                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.:  Hello.  Good 



           19    evening.  Warren Lampe, Senior, lifelong year-round 



           20    subsistence hunter, subsistence user.  Like everybody 



           21    said, talking about all the children that are going to be 



           22    growing up before -- you know, after us, we want them to 



           23    use, you know, our land and our sea just like I did when I 



           24    was a child when my parents were out there hunting and 



           25    providing for us.  I have been in this lifestyle all my 
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            1    life, and I don't think it will ever change.  I want it 



            2    not to change.  Just like everybody else who talk on the 



            3    mike tonight, I'm in full opposition of offshore oil, oil.  



            4    So -- and I'd like to give thanks and welcome to our 



            5    visitors here.  They have a good voice.  Their voice is 



            6    heard.  It gives us ideas, gives us information.  



            7              I do serve on the North Slope Borough Fish & 



            8    Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue.  And with 



            9    Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, I 



           10    think we are the closest community, so we are in 



           11    opposition.  We are very worried about an oil spill.  It 



           12    is inevitable.  I mean, it's going to happen, you know, 



           13    here now or, you know, there later.  I mean, it will 



           14    happen.  



           15              I understand that they don't have the proper 



           16    equipment to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean.  I 



           17    know just recently they had started their -- they had 



           18    started these science projects out here in our ocean and 



           19    in our land.  I mean, that was just started recently.  And 



           20    it's good to hear that, you know, we have all these 



           21    corporations going around trying to get information from 



           22    the people who lived here for 1,000 years or more, more 



           23    than that.  And we have -- you know, we have all this 



           24    information in our head.  



           25              And I'm glad to see that there is people coming 
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            1    getting comments from us, getting the information from us 



            2    that it's not written down.  Nothing is -- none of this is 



            3    written down on paper.  And it's -- it's hard.  It's hard 



            4    for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill 



            5    because that will change everybody's life here.  We 



            6    wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oil 



            7    drilling.  We would like to see onshore drilling as much 



            8    as possible.  



            9              I think everywhere you go they will have 



           10    opposition for the offshore drilling.  And I'd like to see 



           11    more voices.  I'd like to see more -- more people talking, 



           12    more people telling us what they know and what some of us 



           13    don't know.  So the more information we are getting into 



           14    the meetings, I think the better off, but in some ways I 



           15    think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oil 



           16    developments, we are just not going to stop them.  



           17              We need to find -- I mean, they need to come up 



           18    with some kind of oil spill response that will work, 



           19    actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a 



           20    spill, stop it from coming ashore, try to contain it in 



           21    the little area that's already affected.  I think that's 



           22    one of the biggest worries that I have is oil spill 



           23    containment and cleanup because it's inevitable.  It will 



           24    happen in small amounts or in large amounts.  It doesn't 



           25    matter.  
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            1              That's -- that's contaminating our food out 



            2    there.  It's like our garden.  It's like you using 



            3    pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are 



            4    trying to eat.  It's the same thing.  It's killing off a 



            5    lot of things.  



            6              But I am in full opposition of offshore 



            7    drilling.  I have been living off the land my whole life.  



            8              I can't really think of anything else to say, 



            9    but welcome.  Thank you for coming, getting information, 



           10    and I really hope -- I really hope it's heard.  I hope our 



           11    voice is heard, and not only heard but put into the 



           12    thought and make them think about -- think about these 



           13    things that they are trying to get information on, not 



           14    just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.  



           15              You know, we -- I'd like to see some like -- I'd 



           16    like to have them notify us, you know, talk to us back, 



           17    not just us talking to them and telling them, you know, 



           18    what we think.  I think they should -- I think they should 



           19    -- I think we should hear their voice back after they get 



           20    all this information.  And after we give the information, 



           21    I think we could get some information back on what is 



           22    going to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this 



           23    stuff that we talked about.  That would be a lot -- that 



           24    would be a real positive thing.  



           25              As I said, I'm in full opposition.  I like -- I 
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            1    love my subsistence way of life.  And it's never going to 



            2    stop for me.  I'm just hoping and I'm praying that it's 



            3    not going to stop for our future generations that are 



            4    going to come.  



            5              I know there has been a lot of fighting for the 



            6    way of life that we live.  You know, the oil drills up on 



            7    the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they 



            8    try to take away our bowhead living.  They are trying 



            9    to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, like 



           10    populations of all of our animals, and they are trying to 



           11    take actions before they -- before they come up with any 



           12    kind of results.  You know, it's nice for people to come 



           13    up here and get the information from the people who 



           14    actually live up here and see it every day of our lives.  



           15    Even if it's the smallest animal that we see running 



           16    across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.  



           17    I can't put it any other way.  



           18              But I really do oppose offshore oil drilling.  



           19    I'm in full opposition to that.  And everybody who talked 



           20    on the mike, they are in full opposition, but the way I 



           21    see it, I think it's going to happen anyways.  They are 



           22    going to go out there and drill offshore.  It's going to 



           23    happen anyways, even without our opposition.  



           24              It will help a lot for each and every entity 



           25    that comes up here we can give information to and try to 
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            1    get, you know, oil spill response teams in these 



            2    communities that we live in.  We reside here year-round, 



            3    and we are not going to move.  



            4              I think me and everybody else here would like to 



            5    have some good part of our population trained or at least 



            6    know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.  



            7    I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be 



            8    trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill.  I 



            9    know there is -- there is corporations that give a limited 



           10    amount of people, two or three or four people, who go down 



           11    and they will leave town for training, this oil spill 



           12    training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- I 



           13    mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.  



           14              We need a community to know what's going on with 



           15    the oil spill and know what to do.  I think it takes a 



           16    whole community to understand that.  And I'm sure 



           17    everybody in this community, if they are trained and if 



           18    they know how, they will give a hand.  They will lend 



           19    their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain, 



           20    try to protect our way of life.  



           21              That's another big thing with all this oil 



           22    development.  I think every coastal community should have 



           23    at least a crew of people who know how to operate 



           24    machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not 



           25    just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah, 
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            1    well, we are going to have this contained and everything, 



            2    but they are going to be providing -- they are going to 



            3    say, yeah, we are bringing money up there.  We are going 



            4    to clean it up, giving you money, putting people to work, 



            5    but that's the people that they already have trained to do 



            6    that kind of job.  And I think -- I think they should come 



            7    to every community and at least train as many people as 



            8    they could and get that thought in their mind so we know 



            9    how to do it so we are able to do it.  



           10              I think that's another big thing on this 



           11    offshore drilling.  When an oil spill does happen, you 



           12    know, I think every community should know what to do, not 



           13    turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call 



           14    people and ask, okay, what do we do?  We don't know -- 



           15    that would be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a 



           16    community level to have nobody know what to do here.  I 



           17    think that should be another strong -- another real good 



           18    idea.  



           19              I think I've said pretty much everything I could 



           20    think of.  I'm sure there is more but, you know, I'm -- I 



           21    said -- I said I think -- I think I said what counts, so 



           22    welcome and thank you.  Thank you for your time.  Thank 



           23    you for letting us speak.  



           24              And you know, we are providing information.  So 



           25    I think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to 
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            1    the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups.  And we would 



            2    like feedback on it.  We would like feedback.  We would 



            3    like for them to, you know, at least come talk to us and 



            4    tell us, okay, this is what we do for your comment that 



            5    you said, you know.  



            6              We need some kind of feedback for that.  We 



            7    didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that 



            8    we did get.  But feedback to us would be -- would be 



            9    helpful.  That would be -- that would move us to the next 



           10    level of understanding, to the next level of comments and 



           11    everything that -- everything that we talked about so we 



           12    don't keep talking about the same thing over and over.  



           13              We would like to see something done about it and 



           14    something -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done 



           15    so they could move on to another concern.  But I think 



           16    that's all I got to say.  



           17              And I hope everybody came to an understanding 



           18    about all that.  So thank you and good evening.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  



           20    Well said, and you will have a chance to speak again.  We 



           21    have been at this for a while.  I know we have got to give 



           22    our recorder about a ten-minute break.  So how about we 



           23    take a ten-minute break.  We will all come back and go 



           24    around the room again.  We won't leave until everybody is 



           25    satisfied.  
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            1               (A break was taken.)



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We notice it was pointed 



            3    out by one of the community members that some people 



            4    arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again 



            5    so we are all on the same plate, I've asked Sharon to come 



            6    up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so 



            7    that everybody understands why we're here.  



            8                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  I was just going to, 



            9    rather than go -- unless you all want me to go through the 



           10    flip chart again, I can just kind of summarize what we 



           11    talked about.  So what's the preference?



           12                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Summarize.  



           13                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  Why we are here 



           14    today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ocean 



           15    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, is seeking 



           16    your comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental 



           17    Environmental Impact Statement.  Copies are on the table.  



           18    We are here because of a court litigation that was done 



           19    back in 2008 prior to sale 193.  And the Court told us to 



           20    go back and to readdress the concerns.  



           21              So those are the three concerns we are 



           22    addressing in that document is what the Court told us we 



           23    had to do because our EIS was not adequate on natural gas 



           24    development or on the missing information that we stated 



           25    in the document.  So we have to follow the regulations and 
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            1    go back and do it.  



            2              In addition, after we published the draft 



            3    supplemental EIS, we came up here, got the community's 



            4    comments, got public comments, over 150,000 comments.  



            5    We -- a lot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater 



            6    Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what would 



            7    happen if there was a very large oil spill.  So we went 



            8    back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill.  And 



            9    so that is in the document.  So not only do we have the 



           10    information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we also 



           11    had information on what it would be if a very large oil 



           12    spill would happen.  



           13              We need your comments.  We need your comments.  



           14    We need any traditional knowledge to take a look at our 



           15    document.  The due date for public comments and your 



           16    comments are due July 11th.  We are using regulations.gov.  



           17    There is information on the table on the website to how to 



           18    submit your comments.  If you have got any questions on 



           19    how to submit those comments, we have a telephone number 



           20    to our office in Anchorage.  We are out of Anchorage, 



           21    Alaska.  We are all Alaskans up here.  So you can call us 



           22    and we can let you know.  



           23              Again, after we take your comments, we will 



           24    prepare a final supplemental environmental impact 



           25    statement.  This supplements the environmental impact 
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            1    statement that was done in 2007.  And it will go to the 



            2    Secretary of the Interior who will make the decision 



            3    whether to affirm the lease sale, the area that was 



            4    offered for lease in 2008, or make some changes to it.  He 



            5    can affirm the lease sale, keep the leases, or he can 



            6    cancel the leases.  It's all on the table.  So he needs to 



            7    go back and make that decision.  



            8              Once he makes that decision, it will be filed 



            9    with the Court.  The Court has asked him to make that 



           10    decision by the 3rd of October.  He will make the 



           11    decision.  It will be filed with the Court, and the 



           12    district judge in Alaska will decide whether or not our 



           13    agency has complied with the federal laws of the National 



           14    Environmental Policy Act and any other federal laws that 



           15    were raised in the litigation to make sure the agency met 



           16    its obligation in doing that.  



           17              So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  One 



           19    thing I want to add.  And I heard this in this meeting and 



           20    at our meeting government-to-government this afternoon and 



           21    at another meeting.  Some of the Elders have said you have 



           22    been coming up here for 15, 20, 30 years.  We tell you the 



           23    same thing.  Well, it's not that we are coming to bother 



           24    you, thinking you might change your mind, but there is a 



           25    law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program 
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            1    and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.  



            2              While you have this requirement, you also have 



            3    new administrations and new presidents and new Secretary 



            4    of the Interior and all those kind of folks.  But because 



            5    of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a 



            6    requirement that we come back and speak with you.  So in 



            7    many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that 



            8    people have to come up and speak with you and make sure 



            9    that's what it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that 



           10    was 30 years ago, it doesn't count.  We can't do that.  We 



           11    have to make sure we are talking with the communities and 



           12    your voice is heard.  



           13              And so it's kind of a bother.  This is the best 



           14    time of the year for you.  It's gorgeous outside.  I 



           15    understand belugas are coming.  The fishing is going to be 



           16    great.  And here we are at a meeting.  But this is 



           17    important and this is what we need.  So thank you very 



           18    much.  



           19              So why don't we start on this side of the room.  



           20    Okay.  Sir, would you like to comment again?



           21                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  First of all, Nathan 



           22    Henry.  And I'd like to apologize.  I was thinking that 



           23    maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the 



           24    ocean and drilling.  So I'm sorry about that.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.
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            1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  So just a scientific 



            2    question.  Is the global warming a natural cause or is the 



            3    global warming caused of the oil being sucked out -- like 



            4    opposite from insulation.  You think that maybe that oil 



            5    down there will keep it cool and it's just being sucked up 



            6    and now it's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that 



            7    might be cause of -- part of the cause of the global 



            8    warming?  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question, 



           10    and we can talk about that all night.  This is Jim Kendall 



           11    speaking.  Bottom line is, no matter what's causing global 



           12    climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first 



           13    in the Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have 



           14    to consider that in our analyses.  But the jury is out on 



           15    what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is 



           16    happening.  



           17              You are -- right here in the Arctic it's 



           18    starting first.  And we have got to deal with it in our 



           19    analysis, as well.



           20                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  There has been -- 



           21    throughout the years and years there has been like 



           22    billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground, 



           23    and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place 



           24    like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago 



           25    or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oil 
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            1    was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big 



            2    major difference or there are still grounds -- there are 



            3    still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to 



            4    go there or are there different flowers growing out or, 



            5    you know -- I know that you can't stop the global warming, 



            6    but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's in the record.  



            8    Thank you.



            9                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Okay.  Thank you.  Good 



           10    evening.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Nathan, 



           12    right?  Thank you.  Okay.  Next?  



           13                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.:  Hello.  Warren 



           14    Lampe, Senior, for the record again.  There was a couple 



           15    thoughts that did come to mind within the short time that 



           16    I had the mike.  This ocean and where they are drilling, 



           17    where they propose to drill is right smack in the middle 



           18    of our highway.  It's like a highway, our food highway 



           19    that our animals have to migrate past us and get back.  



           20    They get to their feeding grounds.  They get to their 



           21    grounds that they have babies.  You know, they pass by us, 



           22    and they have to pass by us to do it.  



           23              With the oil spill happening out there, it's 



           24    going to halt the migration.  It will reroute the 



           25    migration.  It's just like when we are traveling to the 
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            1    store on the highway, a tree or something accidentally 



            2    falls on the highway, it's going to stop us.  It will stop 



            3    us from going to the store.  Same thing it will do to the 



            4    animals with the oil spill.  It will halt the migration, 



            5    change the route.  And it might take years.  It might take 



            6    20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this migration 



            7    is going and, within that time, it will be too late.  



            8              And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oil 



            9    being sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our 



           10    global heating, global warming, I mean, there is relevance 



           11    that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they 



           12    are burning it.  It makes carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide.  



           13    So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, I 



           14    mean, he's right.  



           15              But with our ocean and the drilling, I think -- 



           16    I think most of their studies and I think most of their 



           17    money that they are putting out for this energy, I think 



           18    it should be going towards renewable energy like ocean 



           19    currents.  They produce energy.  They have proven 



           20    technology that we can get energy out of currents.  We 



           21    have technology that we can get energy out of the wind.  



           22              We have a whole bunch of technology that's 



           23    proven to convert to -- converted to this renewable energy 



           24    that we could use over and over, not like the oil and gas 



           25    that we burn one time or -- you know, we could use the 
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            1    heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery.  We 



            2    could use the heat off of it.  But it's not the same.  



            3              I think most of this money that they are pouring 



            4    out into getting energy, I think most of it should be put 



            5    to renewable energy.  I think that's another big -- 



            6    another big situation that, you know, they should think 



            7    about and put to use, renewable energy.  With that, we 



            8    could have renewable -- we could have, like, wind turbines 



            9    here to have energy whenever we have wind instead of using 



           10    oil all the time to heat our homes.  



           11              And that's another part of the -- another part 



           12    of the situation that I'm trying to understand and I'm 



           13    trying -- I'm still trying to calculate it in my brain 



           14    that -- all these negative effects that are going to 



           15    happen to us.  And once that happens, there is pretty much 



           16    no way of getting it back.  There is no way of making our 



           17    life the same.  It's going to be changed, you know, 



           18    probably forever.  



           19              But I think a lot more money should be put into 



           20    renewable energy instead of having all this wasted money 



           21    of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and -- 



           22    because a lot of the money that they put in, it's -- it's 



           23    almost like a waste to me.  They put all this money in and 



           24    then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to 



           25    plan.  Somebody else stops and steps in and say, no, that 
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            1    can't be done.  You can't do it that way.  So all that 



            2    money that they use to try to come up with all this 



            3    information, it could have been used to, you know, put -- 



            4    put it towards renewable energy.  I think that's a big -- 



            5    that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be 



            6    thought of more carefully, put more information into 



            7    there.  



            8              I think they should have a round of 



            9    informational meetings about renewable energy because I 



           10    think that's some -- something that -- that we would all 



           11    support instead of right now we are all in opposition of 



           12    offshore oil drilling, and if you come up with renewable 



           13    energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy 



           14    or the wind providing energy for us, that would be a whole 



           15    change of story that would save our traditional cultural 



           16    way of life.  It would save a whole culture, a whole group 



           17    of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.  



           18              I think most of us would -- we would be in 



           19    support of renewable energy because we are all -- we are 



           20    all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even 



           21    on our land where we are opposed to oil energy, oil 



           22    drilling so much, but it's more so far offshore.  We don't 



           23    want it to happen.  I think they should put more -- 



           24    more -- more of what they have, their funds, their 



           25    thoughts, their energy, put more of it into renewable 
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            1    energy.  I think that's -- I think that would be a -- that 



            2    would make a whole lot more of Alaska happy.  



            3              I think that's -- that's a -- that's a big 



            4    thought, too.  I think that's -- that's what should 



            5    happen.  That's what should be happening because oil is 



            6    going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now just 



            7    like our Prudhoe Bay is running out.  We are going to run 



            8    out of oil.  We are going to run out of energy.  Within 



            9    that time we may have an oil spill.  We may have 



           10    contamination that's irreversible.  



           11              I mean, we go to renewable energy, we are -- we 



           12    will be able to make use of it over and over again instead 



           13    of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns 



           14    off into our atmosphere.  It causes a chain reaction of 



           15    negative events.  



           16              And when I think in my mind, I think we could 



           17    use this -- we could be going to renewable energy, and 



           18    it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting 



           19    as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative 



           20    impacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and 



           21    getting it ready for us to use and making it useful for us 



           22    to burn safely.  



           23              I think -- I think they should turn their head 



           24    the other way, turn it away from offshore oil drilling and 



           25    put -- you know, face the renewable energy because the oil 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        71







            1    is going to run out.  Our wind won't run out.  Our water 



            2    currents, they may change, but they are still going to be 



            3    there, not like the oil.  You know, it's going to 



            4    disappear.  It's going to be gone.  So that's a big 



            5    thought.  



            6              I think more -- more thought, more energy, more, 



            7    you know, information should be put towards renewable 



            8    energy.  That's something we would be in support of 



            9    because everybody -- I'm -- I think everybody that you -- 



           10    everywhere you go there is going to be opposition.  There 



           11    is going to be strong opposition for offshore oil 



           12    drilling.  



           13              So if that could make it to, you know, the 



           14    decisionmakers up there to -- I think they should change 



           15    direction and start -- start developing renewable energy.  



           16    That's a big thing because I think a lot of us would be in 



           17    support of that.  So that's a thought I had in mind.  



           18              So thank you very much.  



           19                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Good evening.  Leo 



           20    Ferreira, III, for the record.  I just wanted to get out 



           21    some stuff that I kind of left out.  I can't remember 



           22    everything, but I just wanted to touch a little bit on 



           23    science and the studies that's been going on.  I don't 



           24    think the lease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen 



           25    because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of 
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            1    our sea animals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our 



            2    seals, and our bowhead whales.  There hasn't been a real 



            3    good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an 



            4    oil spill -- what the harms would be to them.  And so we 



            5    need to do more baseline studies before the sale lease of 



            6    193.  There needs to be more base study of our animals in 



            7    the sea.  



            8              And another thing that the Coast Guard, the 



            9    Coast Guard ships, I already know that when they go out 



           10    here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how much 



           11    oil is in there, that there will only be -- I understand 



           12    there will only be one ship for containment of an oil 



           13    spill in case.  



           14              And Warren has a point about an oil spill that 



           15    the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the 



           16    outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill 



           17    so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster 



           18    and will have more people available.  And that's just 



           19    another way of generating jobs up here on the North Slope 



           20    is we all live off of the land and sea year-round, whether 



           21    it be berries, tutu, caribou, musk ox, polar bears, brown 



           22    bears, walrus, bowhead whales, beluga, all the sea animals 



           23    and land animals.  That would help protect our way of 



           24    life.  So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an 



           25    oil spill, we would like to have training.  
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            1              And that's another reason why the sale of 193 



            2    shouldn't happen because their response is going to be too 



            3    slow, especially when you have a Coast Guard ship 



            4    stationed almost 1,000 miles from where we are at right 



            5    now.  



            6              And since there is no scientific way of cleaning 



            7    up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice 



            8    conditions and the harsh environment out here in the 



            9    Arctic Circle, if there is an oil spill that's going to 



           10    affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our 



           11    beluga, our walrus, even our sea birds that migrate out 



           12    here when springtime has arrived, and also fall time is 



           13    what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way 



           14    of life as we know it to this day.  



           15              And I feel that government is not capable of 



           16    replacing our way of life for the great dollar.  Right now 



           17    that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this 



           18    village.  We live off of welfare around here, and the 



           19    biggest job is the North Slope Borough, and that's about 



           20    20 percent of this village workforce.  And the rest of us 



           21    are on welfare.  



           22              I don't think sale 193 should happen until some 



           23    of these other issues are dealt with and more studies 



           24    being done just in case there is an oil spill and we have 



           25    to clean it up.  We feel like we shouldn't have to pay the 
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            1    price for an oil spill and then end up living off of 



            2    welfare because the oil spill has taken away our way of 



            3    life out here in the ocean because we already know oil 



            4    kills off and kills off on land.  It's going to kill off 



            5    worse in the water.  And it's not just going to affect the 



            6    state of Alaska Natives.  It's going to affect everybody 



            7    up here in the Arctic Circle.  It's going to chart a chain 



            8    reaction.  



            9              Just like with global warming, it's already 



           10    starting a chain reaction.  It's just the State ain't 



           11    going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have 



           12    a change in environment up here because of global warming.  



           13    So I hope that the federal government listens to our 



           14    comments and takes into consideration that what we have to 



           15    say will help make these rules and regulations for the 



           16    offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal government 



           17    with the oil industry.  



           18              Our ecosystem out here is very sensitive to 



           19    pollutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise 



           20    activity.  We already know; knowledge already tells us and 



           21    our ancestors already told us, and we even see it 



           22    ourselves and we live the life.  We would be disturbing 



           23    our animals and changing our migration routes.  Warren has 



           24    a point there when he talks about the oil having an affect 



           25    on our animals.  He's right.  It will change the 
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            1    migration, or we might not even be able to harvest our 



            2    animals because of an oil spill.  



            3              And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up 



            4    an oil spill.  And we would very much like to see them 



            5    have some kind of way of assuring us that in case there is 



            6    an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oil 



            7    spill.  And we don't want to lose our way of life because 



            8    we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away 



            9    our way of life.  We already know.  But we know we have to 



           10    try to balance things out and work with the federal 



           11    government and work with the Obama Administration so we 



           12    can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put 



           13    into effect so we could try to help our way of life and 



           14    sustain it the way we all come to an understanding.  



           15              So I oppose sale 193.  And thank you.  



           16                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  Boy, I'd like to thank 



           17    Point Lay.  You guys say the same thing Point Hope says.  



           18    You guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said.  And you 



           19    guys say same thing -- I have been listening to this for 



           20    20 years.  Every time BOEMRE comes to our communities to 



           21    talk about offshore leases, Point Hope always say no.  



           22    It's been -- my father was against offshore activity, and 



           23    I'm strongly against offshore activity.  



           24              I had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it 



           25    happened, and I witnessed the government, the oil 
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            1    companies not really doing anything to try to stop that 



            2    spill at the Gulf.  I seen some birds that I haven't seen 



            3    in a long time, and I seen some birds I will never see 



            4    again, like what has happened with the Exxon Valdez oil 



            5    spill.  



            6              One good comment I heard tonight was Mr. Lampe.  



            7    He wanted feedback.  He wanted BOEMRE to come back and 



            8    explain about the comments that Salazar will be looking 



            9    at.  So you see, Mr. Kendall, I think the Village of Point 



           10    Lay would like you to come back and explain about your 



           11    comment -- about their comments and how you are going to 



           12    submit it to Salazar.  



           13              Before October's decision, I'd like to take all 



           14    the tribal council members to Washington, D.C. when he's 



           15    going to make his decision.  And my goal is to pick up a 



           16    resolution from all the tribal villages about opposition 



           17    to offshore activity.  



           18              We all know in the past North Slope Borough has 



           19    been doing a lot of research in which our communities has 



           20    to have anything to say about.  Even though we have got a 



           21    North Slope Borough Wildlife Commission, our communities 



           22    always ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.  



           23    So we in the communities don't really trust the North 



           24    Slope Borough or the State of Alaska.  We trust ourselves 



           25    because our traditional knowledge is very strong, and we 
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            1    carry on for years.  We don't write in the book.  Our 



            2    ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by 



            3    words.  



            4              I thank you very much from the bottom of my 



            5    heart about your comments.  It's very strong, make me feel 



            6    real good that you guys are against offshore activity.  



            7    I'm going to do a radio talk show at KBRW like I did at 



            8    KOTZ, making my report what kind of meeting you had at 



            9    Point Lay, what kind of meeting we had at Point Hope and 



           10    what kind of meeting we had at Kotzebue.  Hopefully I'll 



           11    be able to make it to Wainwright.  



           12              I haven't heard anything much about baseline 



           13    studies about our wildlife, but all I heard was oil spill.  



           14    Everywhere I go to, we talk about oil spill.  So you see, 



           15    I'll send a message to Salazar, Mr. Salazar, people of the 



           16    Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part 



           17    of the ecosystem in the Arctic, want to protect the 



           18    wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the 



           19    people for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our 



           20    cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our 



           21    people united, wildlife that would make our people work to 



           22    good and be stronger.  



           23              So you see, Mr. Salazar, we are in heavy 



           24    protection.  We need heavy protection from oil development 



           25    in the Arctic; not only oil development, but the 
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            1    transportation routes coming from Europe going to Asia 



            2    from the Northwest Passage.  



            3              So thank you, Mr. Salazar, for accepting my 



            4    request.  Thank you.  



            5                    MS. JOANNE NEAKOK:  I'll share this.  



            6    JoAnne Neakok, for the record.  I just want to share that 



            7    I'd like to support my grandchildren and my children and 



            8    my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is 



            9    decided for whatever they can use for energy, you know, I 



           10    really -- I really oppose offshore drilling myself.  



           11              But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.  



           12    And we are so spoiled, like someone mentioned here, 



           13    because we can just turn on a light switch and we don't 



           14    have to hang dry our clothes.  And we don't have to, you 



           15    know, walking for transportation, but I -- I really feel 



           16    that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we 



           17    are being attacked either way.  



           18              And I love going out to the ocean with my 



           19    husband.  We share a lot of good times out there.  Brings 



           20    us joy to our family when we bring home something from the 



           21    ocean.  And when the captains bring home a whale, it's a 



           22    happy occasion for the community.  It brings the community 



           23    together stronger, and we are able to work with each other 



           24    hand in hand.  And it's a blessing, the ocean.  It brings 



           25    life to everyone, you know.  
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            1              For me it was scary to even ride out there on an 



            2    18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or 



            3    the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, I think 



            4    about how mighty God is out there, controlling the waves.  



            5    And you know, I say a prayer for anyone that goes out to 



            6    hunt, that God will just bring them home safely.  I'm sure 



            7    everyone does that in the community, not only myself and 



            8    Willard or, you know, other families.  



            9              And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry 



           10    about hunters out in the wintertime.  We are having to go 



           11    search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and look for 



           12    the person.  And that's, you know, gas, using gas.  



           13              But I wanted to say that sharing our food from 



           14    the ocean is always a blessing to bring people together, 



           15    and that's a strong, you know -- I think it's strong 



           16    enough to say that it pulls the families together.  But I 



           17    want to share from Genesis I, Verse 10.  "And God called 



           18    the dry and earth and the gathering together of the 



           19    waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good."  And 



           20    I -- I see it that way.  You know, it's a blessing.  



           21              Thank you.  



           22                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  My name is Willard 



           23    Neakok, for the record.  I have three more items that are 



           24    related to offshore drilling which I'm in opposition.  But 



           25    first, you know, a few people would look out the window.  
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            1    Look at the sky.  Fifty years ago, for those that remember 



            2    those days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky 



            3    wasn't that light.  What is it?  Maybe powder blue.  



            4              Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, 



            5    maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that.  If 



            6    you look at the childhood pictures where your parents are 



            7    taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute.  I want to take 



            8    this picture.  And if you look in the background, look at 



            9    the sky.  You know, for us, 50 years plus, look at our 



           10    childhood pictures.  Look at the sky.  You will see the 



           11    difference.  They were a lot bluer than that, all because 



           12    of emissions from fossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't 



           13    regulated, car engines that weren't tuned up.  And I'm 



           14    sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they look 



           15    outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day.  Fifty years 



           16    ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a lot more 



           17    bluer than what we see today.  



           18              Just think about it.  Even pictures back in the 



           19    days, you look at them, you will see the sky a lot more 



           20    bluer, more colorful, you know.  We are seeing a blue 



           21    planet from a satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet; 



           22    but then a lot of people don't think of looking up and 



           23    seeing blue sky no more.  I noticed that like maybe 20 



           24    years ago.  Our skies are changing.  



           25              Why is that?  And nowadays, learning from 
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            1    emissions from fossil fuels unregulated, you know, 



            2    emissions from all the different countries that we have.  



            3              But three other things that I wanted to mention 



            4    is the sound that your drill rig will make.  I'm going to 



            5    use Kivalina as a subject.  Thirty years ago, you know, 



            6    they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.  



            7    Before then, you know, they had belugas, they had whales 



            8    migrating through their ocean.  



            9              And then they built that Red Dog port, and all 



           10    the noise coming from that port was affecting the 



           11    migration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.  



           12    Now they have to go 30 miles north just to try and harvest 



           13    belugas, bowheads.  They never had that problem before 



           14    sound start being emitted from the ships that are going in 



           15    to Red Dog port.  



           16              And if we have that up here, you know, right 



           17    where lease 193 is going to be, who knows what our 



           18    migration route is going to be for the bowheads or 



           19    belugas.  



           20              You know, sound travels quite a ways on the 



           21    water, a lot more further than on land.  Another thing 



           22    that's why I'm in opposition of offshore drilling.  



           23              Another thing is where sale 193 is, I had to ask 



           24    Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam.  I had to ask 



           25    him what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal.  And 
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            1    right there on the north side of where they want to drill, 



            2    the south side of it is where the current goes.  And on 



            3    the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.  



            4    They got clams, they got mussels; you know, whatever they 



            5    need.  It's a small area, but that's where the walrus goes 



            6    to feed.  



            7              I learned that.  You know, I am a walrus 



            8    commissioner.  And I just learned that just in February 



            9    when we had a meeting with Shell Oil.  In fact, Shell Oil 



           10    and we had an Eskimo Walrus Commission meeting almost a 



           11    day apart from each other.  I learned where they wanted to 



           12    drill.  Next day I learned that is where the largest 



           13    concentration of clams and mussels and where the walrus 



           14    feed.  



           15              And if we have an oil spill, the current is 



           16    going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah 



           17    Shoal.  And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats 



           18    that, then, you know, they are doomed.  Where are you 



           19    going to go next?  That's another thing.  That's why I'm 



           20    in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.  



           21    It might be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the 



           22    hottest -- more important that the walrus has been using 



           23    for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.  



           24    Now they have to swim 60 plus miles just to come to land 



           25    and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go 
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            1    feed.  



            2              Losing one thing just because we want to gain 



            3    another, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know, 



            4    have lights, have gas to run around by boat, snowmachine, 



            5    aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are 



            6    in opposition.  We are trying to balance everything.  



            7    That's why, you know, we say what I've heard here tonight, 



            8    you know.  Let's deplete whatever is on land.  There is 



            9    ANWR.  There is all different other places here in the -- 



           10    or the Lower 48, I should say, that there might be 



           11    potential for oil.  Canada, even.  



           12              We are so dependent on trying to provide our own 



           13    United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know, 



           14    producing our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we 



           15    still order from, you know, other different countries.  



           16    And now we have a small version of, you know, oil 



           17    producing at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably, 



           18    what, 15 percent of the United States consuming oil.  



           19              That's another thing.  I like the idea of, you 



           20    know, renewable energy, you know.  We are in the 21st 



           21    century.  Why can't we produce something to -- that will 



           22    be renewable, something that we can use to run our 



           23    generators, run our snowmachines, run our boats?  We have 



           24    technology out there.  



           25              It's like Warren said, let's use that money to 
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            1    try and find something that we can renew every -- even if 



            2    we have -- you know, we have cell phones.  We have 



            3    cameras.  We have, you know, renewable, rechargeable 



            4    batteries.  Why can't we do something to substitute fossil 



            5    fuels?  



            6              Someday we are going to run out.  That's why we 



            7    need the technology to recognize and figure out what we 



            8    can use to renew our way that we are so used to.  



            9              When we first came here, you know, we had to go 



           10    find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our homes.  We had 



           11    to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a 



           12    little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.  



           13    You know, we are accustomed to it.  It was introduced to 



           14    us.  



           15              Now, you know, with the technology we have 



           16    today, I'm sure that, you know, scientists -- you know, 



           17    somebody will come up with something that we can use 



           18    rather than it will be there forever.  Maybe someday our 



           19    skies will start turning darker blue than what we see now.  



           20              And I think the last thing I was going to talk 



           21    about was what are we going to do if -- if this 



           22    exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case 



           23    scenario of large oil spill.  We don't have the capability 



           24    of having staging areas for booms, for vessels.  Closest 



           25    one is, what, Kodiak.  Or Prudhoe Bay.  They have a small 
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            1    one, but not enough to contain what may have happened like 



            2    in Prince William Sound or the Gulf of Mexico.  Where are 



            3    we going to stage it?  



            4              I go out one day and start seeing big containers 



            5    of boom, big, you know, boats out there.  We have like 



            6    six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and 



            7    every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of 



            8    every summer.  We utilize almost every one of them.  You 



            9    know, where are we going to -- might take four or five 



           10    days before we finally reach or they finally reach with 



           11    adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.  



           12              Sure, Shell said that they are going to have 



           13    boom close enough on their different ships.  They are 



           14    going to have boom.  But what if it's bigger than the 



           15    Exxon/Mobile [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big 



           16    as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico?  They don't have 



           17    enough containment booms to take care of the oil spill.  



           18    Where are we going to stay?  Take four or five days for, 



           19    you know, a ship to come up with enough containment.  



           20              I heard somebody say, what about the oil under 



           21    the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.  



           22    We have a lot of moving ice out there.  We have a lot of 



           23    underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on 



           24    the surface of the ice.  You know, who knows where it's 



           25    going to go?  Oil companies say, yes, we have the 
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            1    technology on how to do it.  But how are they going to do 



            2    it underneath the ice?  Oil is lighter than water, and it 



            3    can travel with the current.  



            4              That's why I said earlier, you know, all the 



            5    other coastal villages on the west coast of Alaska are 



            6    going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing, 



            7    tar balls being washed ashore.  I heard about plankton, 



            8    the micro-organisms.  It's going to domino effect to -- 



            9    from micro-organisms to the bowhead.  It will do that, 



           10    like I said again earlier, we lose everything.  We lose 



           11    our way of life.  Like what I heard from Sophie, we lose 



           12    our identity.  We lose our identity because we take care 



           13    of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us.  We need to 



           14    take care of the ocean.  If we lose that, you know, we 



           15    lose our identity.  We are going to have to live off the 



           16    land.  



           17              A lot of people -- we need different foods.  We 



           18    get tired of hamburger, pizza.  That gets monotonous.  



           19    Getting tired of this land-based food or McDonald's or 



           20    Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever.  It gets old.  We 



           21    need something different in our diet.  That's where the 



           22    ocean comes in.  If we lose our ocean, we lose everything.  



           23              And I hope that Mr. Salazar will hear our voice, 



           24    understand what is going to happen if we have an oil 



           25    spill.  I hope he understands that traditional knowledge 
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            1    that has been passed on to us from generation to 



            2    generation by word of mouth.  If he hears that, I hope, 



            3    you know, he does not make this a reality because we are 



            4    the ones that are going to lose.  We are the ones that are 



            5    going to lose.  We are going to be going to the store.  We 



            6    are going to be going inland.  



            7              But yet, you know, we have currents that go up, 



            8    or rivers from the ocean.  Can go at least maybe 15 miles 



            9    inland before we, you know, when I first moved here, we 



           10    had to go inland to get fresh water.  Sometimes we had to 



           11    travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the 



           12    water, still a little salty.  We have to go further up.  



           13    You know, if we don't have containment booms, we have 



           14    currents that go inland from the ocean, it's going to 



           15    affect whatever animals that we have in land, too.  That's 



           16    a scary thought.  



           17              But those -- like I said when I first started 



           18    speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see 



           19    our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when 



           20    I'm talking about.  I just hope that Mr. Salazar will make 



           21    the right decision so we can pass the traditional 



           22    knowledge that has been passed on to us to our children, 



           23    our grandchildren, and hope they also pass their knowledge 



           24    that they learned from us to continue to do the things 



           25    that we have enjoyed here in the small village.  That way 
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            1    they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you 



            2    know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years 



            3    and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.  



            4              Change of diet, change of food.  Once in a while 



            5    we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the land 



            6    and off the ocean, you know.  That is what we use the 



            7    most.  There is natural resources, the natural foods, that 



            8    has been provided by -- we don't over harvest.  We 



            9    don't -- waste anything.  



           10              So you know, I hope Mr. Salazar hears our 



           11    testimonies, not only from this village, but any other 



           12    villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are 



           13    talking about.  I hope that Mr. Salazar makes the right 



           14    decision.  Thank you.  



           15                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  This is Sophie Henry 



           16    again.  Just to add on kind of what Willard was just 



           17    saying, but from my experience -- I moved up here nine 



           18    years ago.  And nine years ago when I came up here, there 



           19    was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.  



           20    We had to chase them off of the runway for the plane to 



           21    land.  I mean, it was overloaded with caribou.  



           22              And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coal 



           23    mine and they started having a helicopter, and traffic 



           24    went back and forth.  Well, that -- you know, that changed 



           25    the migration of the caribou, so that pretty much robbed 
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            1    our community of harvesting those caribou.  Well, now, 



            2    Washington or Shell Oil or whoever wants to, they want to 



            3    drill out here in our ocean.  



            4              Well, if they change the migration of our 



            5    whales, all our mammals, you know, we might never get to 



            6    hunt that again.  They may never come back up here.  We 



            7    may never see them.  We may never -- we might not ever get 



            8    to eat any of that food again.  So they are pretty much 



            9    put in like a teetertotter.  Yeah, it's a good thing for 



           10    them to -- you know, for Alaska, I guess you should say, 



           11    to drill for the money, but they rob us of our food and 



           12    our way of life and our tradition, you know.  



           13              And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they 



           14    are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and 



           15    pray that they listen to the communities and, you know, 



           16    give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and 



           17    the way our ancestors lived.  And hopefully, you know, we 



           18    see the other side where we can, you know, continue to 



           19    live this way and not get robbed of our mammals.  You 



           20    know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition 



           21    and our way of life.  It would just be nice for once our 



           22    voices get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just, 



           23    you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would 



           24    be a lot better than offshore, I should say.  But that's 



           25    all.  
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            1                    MR. WILLIAM TRACEY, JR.:  William Tracey, 



            2    Junior.  Inupiat name is Aqpaaqtuaq, named after my aaka, 



            3    grandmother Dorcus Neakok.  I was born in Barrow, raised 



            4    here in Point Lay all my life.  Went hunting.  I almost 



            5    lived like a nomadic life when I was a kid with my 



            6    grandparents.  We would travel up and down the coast by 



            7    boat.  Warren Lampe could attest to this.  He was there 



            8    for a lot of it, also.  



            9              We traveled by boat.  We lived in a tent.  And 



           10    what we caught was our dinner, our lunch, our breakfast; 



           11    bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks, 



           12    eggs, fish.  And we would hunt these animals, get our 



           13    fill, come back here, put them in the cellar and do it all 



           14    over again, camping up and down the coast from Icy Cape to 



           15    Kutchiaq.  



           16              Wintertime we would continue that.  We would go 



           17    to land into it ice fishing and caribou hunting.  During 



           18    the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too 



           19    hot or too many mosquitoes to butcher the caribou.  We 



           20    would load the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and 



           21    find a piece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the 



           22    ice.  This would be June, July, all the way in August we 



           23    would have floating ice.  We don't see that too much 



           24    anymore.  



           25              Now, I grew up hunting beluga and walrus, and 
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            1    noise pollution is a big thing when it comes to beluga.  



            2    Learning from our mistakes, we banned the use of ATVs on 



            3    the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise 



            4    from the ATV will carry into the water and scare the 



            5    beluga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to 



            6    herd the beluga.  And we also banned any aircraft flying 



            7    over the ocean or the lagoon during this time of the 



            8    season because the noise of the plane will scare the 



            9    beluga out and away.  So we have our president out with 



           10    Era Aviation to stay away from our hunting areas for 



           11    beluga.  



           12              I hear a lot of people saying the ocean and land 



           13    is like our garden.  I don't know how many people in the 



           14    U.S. have a garden anymore.  More and more people are used 



           15    to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway.  I like to look at it 



           16    this way:  The land is my Safeway, and the ocean is my 



           17    Sam's Club.  I get all my bulk foods from the ocean, and I 



           18    get my canned goods and baked goods from the land.  Just 



           19    another way to understand how we use our land and water.  



           20              People talk about the ocean getting polluted if 



           21    there is an oil spill, all the animals and vegetation in 



           22    the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the 



           23    waters surrounding the spill.  We see it on TV.  Every 



           24    time there is a spill, they are cleaning animals.  I don't 



           25    know how it would look if you see some people dressed up 
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            1    in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a 



            2    walrus, even caribou.  



            3              If the lagoon got contaminated with oil, our 



            4    whole entire Western Arctic herd uses our lagoon to get 



            5    away from the heat and the mosquitoes.  You will see the 



            6    entire herd sitting in the lagoon.  They will cross the 



            7    lagoon and walk on the spit where there is less mosquitoes 



            8    and more wind.  They will cross the inlets in whole herds.  



            9    And I couldn't even imagine losing that whole herd of 



           10    caribou, a catastrophe like that would happen.  



           11              So thank you.  Good evening.  



           12                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Hi.  This is Marie 



           13    Tracey again.  Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you 



           14    are listening -- and I'm sure you have listened to all of 



           15    us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it 



           16    may affect our life, our food chain.  And I would like you 



           17    to please be our hero.  We will be waiting for your 



           18    comment on what we have said from our little Native 



           19    Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government.  And I'm 



           20    so happy to be talking to you.  I sure wish you could talk 



           21    back to me right now, but be our hero.  



           22              Thank you for listening to us and sending these 



           23    people here to Point Lay.  They are getting bit by 



           24    mosquitoes, but I'm sure they don't mind.  Good evening.  



           25                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam.  Folks 
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            1    have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how 



            2    important the ocean and the land is.  And so I'm not going 



            3    to add much to that.  I don't think that's kind of the 



            4    role for my voice, anyway.  



            5              But I would like to say a couple more things 



            6    specifically about the EIS and the ways that I think it -- 



            7    the agency should re-evaluate, redo the EIS between the 



            8    draft stage here and the final stage.  



            9              The first thing is lots of folks have talked 



           10    about the need for information and that there is more 



           11    information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.  



           12    However, it's also true that we need to use the 



           13    information that's at hand correctly.  



           14              And so, for an example, on page 106 under the 



           15    section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas 



           16    production, it says, gray whales, bowhead whales and 



           17    humpback whales have been shown to -- "that received 



           18    levels of impulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to 



           19    cause avoid avoidance behavior."  And this is just not 



           20    true.  The bowheads are actually much more sensitive to 



           21    sound.  And the available literature says they avoid 



           22    received levels of industrial sound oftentimes down to 120 



           23    dB.  So the statement here is misleading at best, and 



           24    please make sure that the right information is used to 



           25    evaluate what the potential impacts are from the 
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            1    activities under the EIS.  



            2              Mitigation measures, there is a section in here 



            3    that's not very thorough, and it references back to the 



            4    original 193 EIS.  And there are some things that have 



            5    been said today that I would like to reemphasize that the 



            6    agency needs to consider as mitigation measures.  



            7              Zero discharge is one of them.  Shell has agreed 



            8    to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't 



            9    agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea.  And that 



           10    should be a standard mitigation for both areas.  Certainly 



           11    some discharge occurs early on in the topple, but muds and 



           12    cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those 



           13    types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean 



           14    because it's people's gardens or Sam's Clubs, or whatever 



           15    it might be.  So zero discharge is a best available 



           16    technology that Norway implements and should be 



           17    implemented here, as well.  



           18              Many times beluga hunters here in Point Lay in 



           19    the past have told me they don't want any industrial 



           20    activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or 



           21    until the beluga hunt has occurred.  So that should be a 



           22    standard mitigation to protect the beluga hunting here in 



           23    Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the belugas 



           24    themselves.  



           25              No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after 
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            1    the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of 



            2    July.  Folks have talked about walruses and seals hauling 



            3    out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.  



            4    Mitigation measures need to be in place to make sure that 



            5    those walruses aren't disturbed, that stampedes aren't 



            6    occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane 



            7    traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas.  Lots 



            8    of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea.  They need to be 



            9    protected from oil spills especially, but also from 



           10    colliding with ships.  So the appropriate lighting needs 



           11    to be a standard mitigation measure in the EIS.  



           12              In the fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are 



           13    starting to hunt bowhead whales.  The ice in the 



           14    springtime isn't as good as it used to be.  So it's harder 



           15    for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring.  So 



           16    Wainwright is an example.  They hunted a bowhead last fall 



           17    for the first time in a long, long, long time.  Point Lay 



           18    has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.  



           19              So there needs to be a closing date or a window 



           20    when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in 



           21    order to allow for bowheads to be available to the 



           22    communities here for hunting.  



           23              Many people have talked about oil spills, and I 



           24    don't need to go into that too much more, although I would 



           25    like to add one thing.  The Deepwater Horizon incident 
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            1    showed that oil companies aren't prepared to respond to a 



            2    large oil spill, even though they say they are.  In 



            3    reality, things just don't work the way they would like 



            4    to.  



            5              I think the same is true here for the Arctic.  I 



            6    think if oil companies are allowed to drill -- or before 



            7    they are allowed to drill, they should demonstrate their 



            8    ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water 



            9    seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered 



           10    season.  So more emphasis needs to be put on the ability 



           11    of companies to respond to an oil spill showing that they 



           12    can clean it up.  



           13              I'm pleased that BOEMRE decided to evaluate the 



           14    impacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  And 



           15    there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to 



           16    respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to 



           17    respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that 



           18    matter.  We don't know a lot about the surface -- water 



           19    circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's 



           20    really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or 



           21    the fate of spilled oil.  What beaches might it end up on?  



           22    And that information will help for deploying oil spill 



           23    cleanup equipment before an accident happens.  



           24              I know that your agency, Jim, is trying to 



           25    gather some of that information, but a lot more is needed 
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            1    before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work 



            2    out there.  



            3              The issue of dispersants and how the dispersants 



            4    themselves affect the animals, the plants and mammals in 



            5    the ocean is needed.  And are dispersants actually better 



            6    than just letting the oil be out there by itself?  These 



            7    are really important questions that remain to be answered.  



            8    And if people are going to dump dispersants on the oil but 



            9    it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be 



           10    considered.  So we need more information before we try to 



           11    use things like dispersants.  



           12              And finally, I wanted to make a comments on 



           13    cumulative impacts.  The revised EIS has about 13 pages 



           14    related to cumulative impacts.  And unfortunately, that's 



           15    not sufficient, and unfortunately the cumulative impact 



           16    section doesn't even include evaluation of what a large 



           17    oil spill might -- how that might contribute to cumulative 



           18    impacts.  



           19              So even though the judge didn't tell you to 



           20    evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been evaluated 



           21    in the cumulative impact section, as well.  And I think 



           22    that should change between now and the final EIS.  



           23              That assessment, the cumulative impacts 



           24    assessment section, is also not sufficient because it 



           25    doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are 
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            1    foreseeable, that are known.  There is oil and gas 



            2    activities that are going on in both places.  I know that 



            3    Russia has seismic shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this 



            4    year.  Why isn't that considered in the EIS?  If I know 



            5    it, certainly the federal government knows it.  



            6              So please make sure that the cumulative impact 



            7    section is comprehensive and does include all of the 



            8    foreseeable activities that are occurring.  And those 



            9    activities need to include areas where the animals that 



           10    occur here, where they go to.  And that includes Russian 



           11    waters and the Bering Sea.  



           12              And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in 



           13    Japan earlier this year, and a nuclear power plant has 



           14    leaked radiation, and we have received lots of calls 



           15    suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be 



           16    impacting the subsistence resources.  And so my suspicion 



           17    is that radioactive impacts to resources up here is 



           18    probably minimal, but I think it needs to be evaluated, 



           19    especially in the cumulative impacts section.  Monitoring 



           20    needs to occur, and that needs to be evaluated.  



           21              And then one final statement on monitoring 



           22    that's in the mitigation section.  There is a statement 



           23    that oil companies need to do resource-based monitoring.  



           24    They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.  



           25    And I think that the agency needs to require that the data 
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            1    that the oil companies collect on environmental issues, 



            2    not from what's happening in the drilling or what's 



            3    happening -- or the data they get back from the seismic 



            4    exploration, but the environmental data needs to be 



            5    publicly available.  They are using a public resource, and 



            6    all that information needs to be available for the public 



            7    to evaluate, as well.  



            8              Thank you again for hanging in here late into 



            9    the evening and for taking comments from me and other 



           10    folks.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are not done yet.  



           12    Don't go away.  Back here.  Anyone?



           13                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Before I go, I have one 



           14    more before I go.  Nathan Henry, again, before I leave.  



           15    Let's see.  I think that oil spill was in Louisiana 



           16    somewhere.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that -- 



           17    nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill, 



           18    probably.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that there was 



           19    going to be an oil spill, I'm sure somebody would have 



           20    went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- I shouldn't 



           21    say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them.  



           22    I'm pretty sure that people would have went to the ocean 



           23    and got as much as sea life as they could possibly get and 



           24    store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.  



           25              And we don't know if there is going to be an oil 
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            1    spill out there or not.  Should we go out there and 



            2    slaughter the animals, the sea life before the oil does 



            3    or -- we don't know.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  Thank 



            5    you, Nathan.  



            6                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for 



            7    the record.  I heard a lot of good testimonies in just a 



            8    short few hours.  And I just want to let everybody know 



            9    that I keep hearing we, we, we.  And when I hear that word 



           10    we, we are talking about everybody, not just the Arctic.  



           11    We are talking about the United States, our nation.  And 



           12    just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up 



           13    here, it goes around the globe.  So if we have an oil 



           14    spill up here, it's not only going to affect us.  It's 



           15    going to affect wherever that current is going.  



           16              And I believe that, you know, God helps those 



           17    who helps themselves.  So help us help you.  Let's work 



           18    together.  We are united -- what's that word united means?  



           19    We are as one.  So let us be a stepping stone.  We are in 



           20    control.  This is our nation.  We work together, and by 



           21    saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in 



           22    control.  



           23              Just like I mentioned earlier, let's keep 



           24    drilling on land.  Let's deplete the oil on land before we 



           25    even consider drilling offshore.  You know, just take the 
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            1    Gulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in 



            2    the ocean as we speak.  And we have a spill out here, we 



            3    are going to -- we are going to modify that spill.  



            4              So I just want to let who is going to decide to 



            5    lease that sale, I want to let them people know that, you 



            6    know, it's not only going to affect the people of the 



            7    Arctic; it's going to affect them, too.  



            8              And I encourage to be against offshore drilling, 



            9    especially up here in the Arctic.  In that way we may 



           10    encourage industries to look into conservation.  Conserve.  



           11    Quit making our motors eat gas.  Make them smaller.  We 



           12    are going the wrong direction.  Just like Willard was 



           13    mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our 



           14    fossil fuels.  



           15              There was another testimony about using natural 



           16    energy.  I believe that just by making this decision and 



           17    not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole 



           18    nation, everybody.  And I just want to let whoever is 



           19    going to decide to do the lease know that you are going to 



           20    affect not only us.  You are going to affect everybody; 



           21    the whole nation, the whole world.  And I just want to 



           22    see -- I don't want to see offshore drilling.  I don't 



           23    want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through.  And I want to 



           24    see conservation.  You are doing this nation a favor.  You 



           25    are going to help us learn to conserve.  
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            1              I mean, take, for example, our Inupiat values:  



            2    Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, helping each other.  



            3    Just like one testimony, talk to farmers.  Don't shut them 



            4    down.  By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil 



            5    industries to drill where they want to drill.  Who is in 



            6    control, fossil fuel hunters or the farmers?  We are all 



            7    farmers here.  Native peoples in the Arctic, we are  



            8    farmers.  



            9              Just like one fellow mentioned, the ocean is our 



           10    garden.  You know, just look at it that way.  So we have 



           11    an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our 



           12    garden and it's going to ruin our nation.  We are -- we 



           13    the people, we are in control.  Who is in control?  We 



           14    are, not the oil industry.  So please do not drill 



           15    offshore.  



           16              And I hate to admit I am a former oil company 



           17    employee.  And I have seen directional drilling.  Take 



           18    that into consideration.  Keep the -- keep the rig on land 



           19    and let them direct their drill to the oil, not -- not put 



           20    ships in the water.  Take that into consideration.  



           21              Thank you.  



           22                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Delbert Rexford, for 



           23    the record.  I'd like to echo many of the concerns that 



           24    have happened.  I'd just like to add that when -- what's 



           25    your name, sir?  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jim Kendall.  



            2                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Jim, when you talk 



            3    about 35 years of testimony, I had the privilege of being 



            4    a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on 



            5    over the years.  And one particular Elder was so 



            6    frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since 



            7    the discovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay.  He said -- 



            8    he told me to translate this.  (Inupiaq.)  It is time to 



            9    kick those regulators and agency people in the butt.  I 



           10    couldn't find the heart to translate that.  But he said 



           11    translate it.  



           12              And this is the frustration of 35 years of 



           13    repeating our testimony, of repeating our concerns, of 



           14    repeating protecting our way of life.  And when you talk 



           15    about cumulative effects, you are not even considering the 



           16    fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin.  



           17    Cruise ships coming through Barrow, through Davis Strait 



           18    and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side, 



           19    estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian 



           20    side in the name of international trade and cargo 



           21    delivery.  



           22              All these cumulative effects are not even 



           23    included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease 



           24    Sale 193.  And the amount of sewage or debris that may be 



           25    disposed of into the sea.  And as Danny stated, all these 
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            1    currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm 



            2    Gulf stream or the Pacific stream, or the Bering Sea, the 



            3    Arctic Ocean.  



            4              Greenland is proposing to go offshore.  The U.S. 



            5    Coast Guard has already identified hundreds and thousands 



            6    of vessels over the years that will go through the 



            7    Northwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering 



            8    Straits in the name of trade and cargo.  Yet, Lease Sale 



            9    193 is right on the migration path of the bowhead whale.  



           10              I don't know if you receive any of John Citta's 



           11    e-mails, but you should -- you should -- I think it's 



           12    right smack in the middle of it.  When we had our Barrow 



           13    whaling captain's association meeting, right there.  The 



           14    Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission opposed the offshore 



           15    development of Lease Sale 193 because of that very 



           16    concern; not only that, noise pollution.  



           17              University of Miami 20 years ago proved that a 



           18    marine mammal can hear 100 miles away.  And when -- when 



           19    then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nelson Lagoon, we had to 



           20    travel 80 miles to catch whales because of just the 



           21    generator running.  No exploration activity, no drilling.  



           22    Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson 



           23    Lagoon.  Eighty miles away we catch our whales.  And by 



           24    the time we took the whales into Barrow, they were 



           25    spoiled.  
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            1              Is this what we can look forward to in the 



            2    future?  Do we have to travel further to catch whales in 



            3    the fall time and tow them in and the meat is no good by 



            4    the time we get them to shore?  That's not what we want.  



            5    What we want is from our country, from our nation.  



            6              From Secretary Salazar what we want is the 



            7    assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the 



            8    ecosystem, the food chain will be all protected.  Willard 



            9    so eloquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the 



           10    mussel beds on the shoal.  Critical habitat.  



           11              When then MMS decided to have the NPRA lease 



           12    sale -- this is shocking.  When they proposed to have the 



           13    NPRA northwest lease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon 



           14    from Wainwright all the way to Icy Cape was critical 



           15    habitat.  Oh, just a minute.  It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.  



           16    It goes all the way to Kutchiaq, 100 miles of it.  



           17              So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of 



           18    lagoon that is considered critical habitat in their 



           19    previous lease sales within NPRA?  Are they going to 



           20    determine the entire 100 miles of lagoon critical habitat?  



           21    That needs to be considered seriously.  



           22              A lot of things have been said, but they have 



           23    been said from the heart because of the concern for our 



           24    garden, our air, land and sea.  Unlike any other 



           25    industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.  
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            1    But you take a look at the cumulative effects in Nuiqsut, 



            2    surrounded by oil and gas industry.  The traditional land 



            3    use areas haven't been impacted.  Now they go as far close 



            4    to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were 



            5    accustomed to harvesting within close proximity to 



            6    Nuiqsut.  



            7              Is this what we can look forward to in the event 



            8    that Lease Sale 193 does occur?  Marine traffic increases, 



            9    marine vessels increases, air traffic in the name of 



           10    helicopter or other support, airborne traffic increases.  



           11              BHP alone affected the caribou here in Point Lay 



           12    when they did a short little study.  That's common 



           13    knowledge in the community.  And these are concerns that 



           14    we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in 



           15    Wainwright, and elsewhere.  



           16              I do believe that as people, my fellow tribal 



           17    members as a tribal council member with the Inupiat 



           18    Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about 



           19    airborne pollutants, things that are emitted into the air.  



           20    And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, it's 



           21    cold and then so they drop into the water.  So they become 



           22    waterborne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of 



           23    the ocean.  Is this something that our future generations 



           24    will have to live with?  



           25              I think when you talk about cumulative effects, 
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            1    you need to look at what the Coast Guard is saying as they 



            2    work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are 



            3    looking at Nome or other areas in Alaska for a deep port 



            4    so that maritime vessels can even increase right through 



            5    the migration, right through our ocean.  



            6              These are cumulative effects that need to be 



            7    weighed and considered; not just the lease sale itself, 



            8    but all of these cumulative effects.  You are talking 



            9    about increased emissions, carbon dioxide, carbon 



           10    monoxide, other pollutants into the atmosphere.  



           11              They have likened the Arctic to a canary in a 



           12    mine, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive.  And 



           13    this is a beluga harvesting community.  It's a whaling 



           14    community.  So when Salazar weighs these things, are we 



           15    another Amazon?  Are we another Indian tribe in the 



           16    statistic in the future?  Are we like our Native American 



           17    Indian brothers and sisters whose lands have been 



           18    exploited, whose lands have been taken in the name of 



           19    resource development?  Is this what we look forward to for 



           20    future generations?  



           21              Look at the cumulative effects.  We know that 



           22    Holland, Princess and all these cruise ships -- I don't 



           23    know how many people go into that cruise ship, but I'd 



           24    imagine 500.  I don't know.  But that's a lot of waste 



           25    that also goes into the waters.  And the United States is 
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            1    working with Canada to make sure that those maritime 



            2    routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our 



            3    subsistence way of life, also.  



            4              But I'd like to thank the community of Point 



            5    Lay, you know.  I love to visit Point Lay because I get a 



            6    chance to go beluga hunting, have some fresh muktuk, visit 



            7    with family and friends.  



            8              Just like Barrow.  I mean, Barrow is just right 



            9    on -- right on the same route that this thing is going to 



           10    hit.  It's one current, three currents.  Going north, 



           11    going south, as Willard stated, currents underneath.  



           12    Because what we do during the whaling season is that we 



           13    drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice.  We go 10, 



           14    20 fathoms to see which way the current is coming and 



           15    going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.  



           16              It's not just the surface current that Robert 



           17    alluded to earlier.  It's also the current the undertow 



           18    that is there.  And if globs of oil go to that current, 



           19    how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean 



           20    it up?  We don't -- we don't hear any answers from the 



           21    industry.  



           22              But my late father worked hard to protect the 



           23    bowhead whale and make sure that we continue to harvest 



           24    the bowhead whale.  And I think for those of us that are 



           25    whalers, we continue to do so because it is our way of 
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            1    life.  It is our tradition, our cultural heritage.  That 



            2    is far richer than any cow or any chicken can be valued.  



            3    Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products 



            4    reap the benefits, but it's not the same.  There is no 



            5    spirituality linked with it.  



            6              Like when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whale, 



            7    when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner 



            8    satisfaction that you feel whole as a person.  It's not 



            9    the same with hamburger.  It's not the same with chicken.  



           10              But thank you for coming.  I always feel at home 



           11    in Point Lay, and this is the most beautiful season of the 



           12    year.  You are here when something very beautiful happens.  



           13    And thank you for coming.  I do hope Salazar listens, that 



           14    it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the 



           15    interest of national security or national interest.  



           16              But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian 



           17    tribe, overwritten, discarded and homeless.  We don't want 



           18    to be that because this is our home.  



           19              Thank you.  



           20                    MS. MARJORIE PIKOK LONG:  Hi.  My name is 



           21    Marjorie Pikok Long.  I agree with Delbert.  He said like 



           22    35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for 



           23    something.  That was 35 years ago that this is still going 



           24    on.  I was seven years old.  And now it's happening now.  



           25    I'm 42, and I have to speak for my kids because he 
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            1    spoke -- his parents spoke for him.  I'm against the 



            2    proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling.  He's 



            3    right.  We can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know, 



            4    animals like down states can do.  What we get is from the 



            5    ocean.  It comes by itself naturally.  It's the nature of 



            6    life.  We don't go and find it.  It comes to us.  And we 



            7    need that.  It's like the beluga harvest is only once a 



            8    year.  



            9              And just that once a year it's a joyful thing 



           10    because we barter the food that we get from the beluga.  



           11    Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our 



           12    muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other 



           13    villages that got the whale.  But now that we've got the 



           14    quota to get the whale meat, now you guys want to go out 



           15    and go offshore drilling.  You guys might as well take 



           16    away our hunting for the whale.  



           17              And I don't want to see that because my boy, 



           18    he's 19.  He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is 



           19    about because it's being passed on not just from our 



           20    village, but people from other villages that do whale, 



           21    they come and help us to teach our kids and the villagers 



           22    how to get a whale.  And I hate to see that gone, too, 



           23    because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the 



           24    food they provide us.  They provided us with the food and 



           25    everything, not just our Elders use it for medicine.  Our 
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            1    kids, they get sick, the medicine that we get from the 



            2    clinic doesn't help.  



            3              The oils, sometimes the mothers rub it on their 



            4    kids' chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk, 



            5    nuvuk.  I don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something 



            6    that's, you know, something that's not good to have when 



            7    you are sick.  And the oil that's used to help loosen up 



            8    the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they 



            9    feed them a teaspoon full of that, too.  And that helps 



           10    those kids get better because the medicine doesn't work at 



           11    the clinic.  And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's 



           12    hard to get medicine out here, too.  It's hard to get 



           13    anything out here to the Bush area.  



           14              It took two weeks just for a loaf of bread to 



           15    finally come to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks 



           16    sometimes just for hamburger meat to come to Point Lay.  



           17    We can't afford a $520 trip from here to Barrow to go from 



           18    here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our income 



           19    alone.  Sometimes our income alone doesn't make it through 



           20    the whole two weeks to buy our groceries.  We have to live 



           21    off the food that we have.  



           22              So our kids are not just being raised by the 



           23    weight of the -- how they are being raised right now with 



           24    the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but 



           25    they are also being taught with our culture.  So we're 
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            1    still trying to adapt to their way and our way.  And it's 



            2    not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different 



            3    cultures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us 



            4    grow up just being people and not to have to worry about 



            5    food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to 



            6    worry about buying gas.  You didn't have to buy a bullet.  



            7    But now we have to adapt to this.  



            8              You guys have given us all these privileges that 



            9    you guys do, like the whaling.  We finally got a quota for 



           10    the whaling.  We had to fight for it.  I mean, our Elders 



           11    didn't have to do that then.  They went out and got a 



           12    whale.  



           13              And it's harder for us to see our kids have to 



           14    grow up this way.  I know for me it is.  I'm speaking for 



           15    my baby in my stomach right now.  I want my baby to grow 



           16    up to do what I did, to be able to eat what I'm eating and 



           17    not have to, you know, come to these kind of meetings to 



           18    be the voice.  



           19              You know, it should be stopped.  Just, you know, 



           20    stop it.  Somebody has got to stop it for us because we 



           21    may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the 



           22    power to stop it.  And I hope somebody out there steps up 



           23    to it, you know.  Listen to us.  This is our way of 



           24    living.  Thank you.  



           25                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Robert Lisbourne, 
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            1    for the record.  We say no to offshore drilling.  We will 



            2    continue to say no.  So if the government goes out and do 



            3    this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing 



            4    from us.  What would happen if I stole something from the 



            5    government?  I go to jail, right?  We have no authority to 



            6    do that to the government.  



            7              So this is very serious.  It is our land.  We 



            8    will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for 



            9    thousands of years.  So I'm just saying if they go out 



           10    there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill, 



           11    there goes our food.  That's our land.  No more use for 



           12    our land.  It's stealing from us.  So thank you.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anybody back here?  Is 



           14    it time for a break, a ten-minute break?  I see a couple 



           15    heads shake.  Why don't we take ten minutes, and if people 



           16    want to continue to talk we are going to stay.  



           17               (A break was taken.)



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I think everybody 



           19    is in the room that's sitting down.  And we have gone 



           20    around the room twice, and we want to make sure no one 



           21    leaves feeling that they didn't have their say.  So 



           22    instead of going around the room again, I'm just going to 



           23    ask, who wants the microphone.



           24                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.  Willard 



           25    Neakok, for the record.  I'm not going to speak for the 
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            1    lease 193 at this time, but I'm going to speak for another 



            2    village, which is the village of Nuiqsut.  I know they are 



            3    going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ocean.  



            4    And they are surrounded by oil companies on land.  They 



            5    have to go 30, 40, 50 miles just to go inland to go hunt 



            6    caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep.  And now they are 



            7    going to drill on their ocean.  



            8              They are covered by three sides, east, west, and 



            9    south.  And now I feel sorry for Nuiqsut for oil companies 



           10    closing their back door to their -- their ocean.  And if 



           11    that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqsut is going 



           12    to be surrounded completely.  They have to go further out 



           13    to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they 



           14    might get.  



           15              We care for each and every one of our villages.  



           16    When we hear somebody hurt, gets hurt in a different 



           17    village, you know, we -- we have our sympathy towards 



           18    them, their families, their friends.  And now their whole 



           19    village is going to be affected by closing their back door 



           20    and start having an oil company out there drilling.  And 



           21    they are a lot -- you know, the lease sale that's 



           22    happening over there is a lot closer than Lease Sale 193.  



           23              You might be able to see that oil rig, drill rig 



           24    out there, that ship, you know.  I just wanted to, you 



           25    know, let Mr. Salazar know that, you know, if they let 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       115







            1    these lease sales happen, the exploratory drilling happen, 



            2    they are just closing their back door to the Village of 



            3    Nuiqsut.  Because I don't want to have this happen to them 



            4    like what's happening now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill 



            5    rigs all over the place.  And now you are going to have a 



            6    rig out in the ocean.  Now they are going to have to go 



            7    further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there might 



            8    be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a 



            9    month or so.  



           10              You know, that will cost the oil companies money 



           11    each and every day when they are not drilling.  But they 



           12    got to think of feeding the village for the passion that 



           13    we have of living off the ocean.  I hope that -- you know, 



           14    if anybody goes to Nuiqsut, I hope this is passed on to 



           15    them that another village cares for other people, other 



           16    villages here on the Slope.  We are all related somehow, 



           17    some way.  I have relatives in Nuiqsut.  I have relatives 



           18    in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage, 



           19    whether by family, extended family, by blood, by marriage.  



           20              You know, I just feel sorry if that goes 



           21    through.  And even over here, too, if lease 193 goes.  You 



           22    know, people make decisions in the Lower 48.  Like someone 



           23    said, they don't care what happens up here.  We care what 



           24    happens down there with all the storms, all the oil 



           25    spills, you know.  You know, it affects us, too, 
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            1    spiritually, mentally.  I hope it doesn't happen to us, 



            2    you know.  I would say that I'd hate to be those people 



            3    going through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.  



            4              I hope there is a lot of compassion out there to 



            5    say I hope that, you know, the lease sale doesn't go 



            6    through and it's been approved for oil to be explored, 



            7    drilling because, you know, like I said, we care for each 



            8    other.  We are supposed to care for each other.  You know, 



            9    we send money to different parts of the world, you know, 



           10    in case a natural disaster happens or what like happened 



           11    in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince William Sound.  We 



           12    don't want it to happen to us.  



           13              And when I wrote my article for the newspaper, 



           14    you know, I don't want to see what could happen to our 



           15    animals, our way of living.  I don't want to see what 



           16    happened down there happen to us up here.  You know, we 



           17    have a lot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea.  We have 



           18    a lot of crabbing.  We have, you know, walrus, marine 



           19    mammals that are going to be affected, not only here on 



           20    the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia, 



           21    Greenland, Norway, currents that not only goes through the 



           22    Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, Chukotka, 



           23    all different countries if an oil spill like what happened 



           24    in the Gulf of Mexico.  



           25              But most of all, you know, if the other lease 
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            1    sale in the Arctic Ocean happens, you know, the Village of 



            2    Nuiqsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting 



            3    a back door on them.  I don't want to see that happen.  



            4    You know, I care for everybody here on this earth.  



            5              So I'm grateful that folks came here and get our 



            6    testimonies.  And hopefully Mr. Salazar, like I said, 



            7    makes the right decision to where we can live our way of 



            8    life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do, 



            9    what we hunt and share.  



           10              If you look at all these pictures here on the 



           11    wall, you know, we have spirituality over here.  We have 



           12    togetherness on the other one.  And all these pictures 



           13    behind you, you can see the smiles on the children's 



           14    faces.  Over here, you know, we have old pictures, 



           15    '50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that 



           16    passed on their knowledge on how to take care of the 



           17    ocean.  We have a picture here of us whaling, not only us, 



           18    but different other villages along the coast, all up and 



           19    down the west coast of Alaska down to King Island.  



           20              You know, if we let the oil companies come and 



           21    drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it 



           22    affects those people down there, too.  You can see the 



           23    happiness in the kids.  If we take that away, if we let 



           24    somebody take that away, our heritage, our way of living, 



           25    our animals, we won't see those smiles.  
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            1              We will be asking ourselves why -- maybe Mr. 



            2    Salazar might say, why did I do this, why did I say yes to 



            3    exploratory drilling.  Now look what happened.  They have 



            4    no animals.  They can't hunt bowhead.  They can't hunt the 



            5    beluga.  They can't harvest walrus, seals anymore because 



            6    I said yes to exploratory drilling.  



            7              Mr. Salazar has a lot of weight on his shoulders 



            8    and, I hope he doesn't make it a lot heavier by saying yes 



            9    to exploratory drilling.  



           10              Thank you.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Willard.  



           12    Anybody else?  I have an open mike.  I'm not going to go 



           13    around and bother everybody.  Is that you, Nathan?  



           14                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Nathan Henry here 



           15    again.  Talking about the oil, maybe scientists should try 



           16    and do a little experiment, like putting oil underground 



           17    and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it 



           18    and see how long will the oil -- see if the oil will keep 



           19    it cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know, 



           20    compare like -- because I think if you take a million 



           21    gallons of oil underground out, it might warm up because 



           22    maybe the oil might be keeping the ground cool.  



           23              And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably 



           24    cause the ground to get warm, and there is a big gap -- I 



           25    think I said that one time.  There is a big gap when they 
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            1    empty out the ground from the oil.  There is that big gap.  



            2    What do they do?  Do they fill it in or leave it empty?  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It fills in.  



            4                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  By itself?  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Usually with water or 



            6    salt or something.  



            7                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  But does that warm that 



            8    area up?  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't know.



           10                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  See, we don't know, 



           11    either.  And it would just be good if, like, scientists go 



           12    and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool 



           13    or the earth cool.  I don't know.  I just thought maybe 



           14    I'd say that.  Good evening.  Quyanaqpak.  Thank you.  



           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I will learn some of the 



           16    words.  Anyone else?  I still have the mike here.  It's in 



           17    my hand.  It's still on.  The battery still works.  



           18                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for 



           19    the record.  Prime example is back in the early and 



           20    mid '40s, we had the government stage with radar sites all 



           21    up and down the coast of Alaska and who knows where else.  



           22    And modern technology, state-of-the-art technology, got 



           23    rid of those radars, and it cost the government more money 



           24    to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites.  All 



           25    the mess those radar sites caused.  And just like deja vu.  
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            1    You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for 



            2    oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so much 



            3    just to clean up a fraction of that oil.  So I hope 



            4    Mr. Salazar takes that into consideration.  



            5              Just like Willard was saying he's got lots, lots 



            6    on his shoulders.  And if that sale passes, it's going to 



            7    get worse.  So I just hope and pray that he -- he makes 



            8    the right decision.  And again, I'd like to see the oil 



            9    industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider 



           10    drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic.  Thank you.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Anyone 



           12    else?  Going once.  You found someone?  Going once?    



           13                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for 



           14    the record.  Just to make one quick comment.  I know oil 



           15    means money, more funding, and that's great.  Just 



           16    drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean.  No 



           17    offshore, you know.  More oil, more money.  Let's -- less 



           18    oil, more [indiscernible].  So we need to learn to go back 



           19    to the old ways.  And if we keep going in the direction we 



           20    are now, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are 



           21    just messing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.  



           22    Let's go to natural energy.  



           23              Thank you.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.  



           25    Anyone else?  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       121







            1                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Good evening.  Lloyd 



            2    Pikok.  And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on 



            3    oil, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a 



            4    population bigger than Point Lay and there is a population 



            5    bigger than the North Slope, and their demand for oil is 



            6    bigger than us wanting to stop it.  And I believe it's not 



            7    if; it's going to be when they are going to start 



            8    drilling.  



            9              And what do you guys have planned for our 



           10    communities to benefit off of this?  You know, if -- the 



           11    way I feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the 



           12    point where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a 



           13    renewable resource to live off of.  And I feel like, you 



           14    know, you guys should have something in position for us, 



           15    you know, like the students and the people that are 



           16    learning here to give us something to learn so that we can 



           17    do it, because we know the environment more than -- 



           18              You know, everybody has lived off the 



           19    environment for so long, and I feel that if you guys learn 



           20    and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give 



           21    everybody the proper training, that might end in a safer, 



           22    you know, conclusion than just coming into our backyard 



           23    and start drilling.  You guys should learn to train us and 



           24    give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are 



           25    going to do it and send people from up there.  And find a 
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            1    way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are 



            2    going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just 



            3    give them that proposal of, you know -- 



            4              Because there are students and people around 



            5    here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because 



            6    they know the way their environment is and they know 



            7    exactly how it works.  And I just want to know how you 



            8    guys are going to make the communities that you are going 



            9    to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to 



           10    make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this 



           11    oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just 



           12    going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are 



           13    going to take our land.  



           14              And the oil, if it were to come up and it were 



           15    to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to 



           16    stop it?  That's all I got to say.  Thanks.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's why we keep 



           18    going until everyone has a chance to speak.  Well said.  



           19    Thank you.  Anyone else?  Anyone wants to speak again?  



           20    Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak?  Good comments.  



           21                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  This just comes to 



           22    my mind.  I have been thinking about it for a while, you 



           23    know.  The more oil we have, the price of oil goes down.  



           24    And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up.  



           25    And that could help this nation to, you know, start 
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            1    conserving, conserve our oil, you know.  I mean, if I'm 



            2    going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs me $12, I'm 



            3    going to be real careful how I use that gas.  



            4              Just take into consideration, Mr. Salazar.  More 



            5    oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same.  Less 



            6    oil, price goes up.  The more we conserve -- the more we 



            7    help ourselves, the more we can help the planet.  



            8              Thank you.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Lloyd, 



           10    right?



           11                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Lloyd Pikok again.  And 



           12    he's talking about conserving our oil, and I think it 



           13    would be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that 



           14    can conserve our oil, you know, to make your dollar go a 



           15    little bit further, you know.  Kind of invest in ways that 



           16    we use oil a whole lot less than when we did before for 



           17    those Toyo stoves and anything.  



           18              You build a better environment for the oil to 



           19    keep going and we will have more oil.  We will have more 



           20    sustainable oil because we know how to use it more 



           21    efficiently.  And I feel like if you guys are going to 



           22    come in and drill, you might as well find a way to use 



           23    this oil a whole lot more sustainable than just, you know, 



           24    burning up half of what you are going to get because I 



           25    know that when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34 
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            1    pounds of carbon monoxide.  And that's -- you know, I was 



            2    taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.  



            3              And I mean, these houses run at like -- I don't 



            4    even know how much, but it burns so much oil and that's 



            5    what's causing us to, you know, look for more is because 



            6    we are burning more of it.  What if we learn to conserve 



            7    it in a way, you know, into our building, into our 



            8    lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of 



            9    that extra dollar.  You know, we run off that one gallon 



           10    of oil and we make it last as long as five, ten gallons.  



           11              And it would be nice to see if you guys invested 



           12    in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to 



           13    think about, you know, letting this happen.  And we would 



           14    be -- we would feel more, you know, safe.  That would 



           15    cause the thought of drilling oil a whole lot more.  We 



           16    wouldn't need to drill so much oil if we knew how to use 



           17    it if we knew the efficiency of how to produce it and then 



           18    how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just 



           19    burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine 



           20    it and conserve it.  



           21              And that's all I had to say.  Thanks.  



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lloyd.  Well 



           23    said.  Anyone else?  



           24                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Leo Ferreira, III, 



           25    for the record.  I guess I have a small, little comment.  
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            1    Just a crazy idea that I just thought of since I have been 



            2    hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we 



            3    hunt at and what we hunt because I already know -- I 



            4    already have a feeling that the federal government, they 



            5    will take our comments and use it to make stipulations and 



            6    regulations for the gas and oil industry.  



            7              And I just had a crazy idea that since they are 



            8    going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if 



            9    they do find oil -- and they probably might, but we don't 



           10    know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that 



           11    point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the 



           12    federal government should take into consideration because 



           13    every village is unique in their own way.  Kotzebue 



           14    depends on fish.  It's their yearly supply for 



           15    subsistence.  Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale.  And 



           16    Point Lay is unique to the beluga.  And Wainwright could 



           17    be bowhead and walrus and so forth.  So every village 



           18    lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle.  But we 



           19    all depend on the same animals.  



           20              So if we get to past the exploration and get to 



           21    development, I think the federal government should let the 



           22    outlying communities regulate and mandate their own 



           23    wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are 



           24    trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest 



           25    our sea animals from the ocean and from the land, that 
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            1    these stipulations should be in place to help us protect 



            2    our culture.  



            3              And I hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good 



            4    idea, I think, that we should get to regulate our own 



            5    seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we 



            6    can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a 



            7    while so we can harvest our beluga.  I think these other 



            8    villages might want to do other things like they might 



            9    want a time frame to stop the activity so they can harvest 



           10    their whale when the whales are passing by on their 



           11    migration route.  



           12              That was just an idea.  Thank you. 



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Leo.  With 



           14    those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's 



           15    comment be the last comments?  Going once.  Going twice.  



           16    You want to get the last comment?  



           17              Good night.  Going three times.  Thank you very, 



           18    very much for hanging in there.  We had a good meeting.  



           19    Good comments.  And we will be back to share.  Thank you 



           20    very, very much.  Have a good night.  



           21               (Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m.)



           22               



           23               



           24               



           25               











                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       127







            1                      REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE



            2              I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for 



            3    the State of Alaska do hereby certify:



            4              That the foregoing proceedings were taken before 



            5    me at the time and place herein set forth; that the 



            6    proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later 



            7    transcribed under my direction by computer transcription; 



            8    that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings 



            9    taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have 



           10    I any interest in the outcome of the action herein 



           11    contained.



           12              IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed 



           13    my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of 



           14    ______________ 2011.



           15    



           16                              _________________________

                                           MARY A. VAVRIK,

           17                              Registered Merit Reporter

                                           Notary Public for Alaska

           18    

                 

           19              My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2012

                 

           20    



           21    



           22    



           23    



           24    



           25    







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      






00001

  1

  2

  3

  4

  5                          PUBLIC HEARING

                                  FOR

  6                   REVISED DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL

                     ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

  7

                              CHUKCHI SEA

  8

                   BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

  9                    REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

 10

 11

                           Point Lay, Alaska

 12

                          Taken June 28, 2011

 13                     Commencing at 7:05 p.m.

 14               Volume I - Pages 1 - 127, inclusive

 15

 16

                                Taken at

 17                    Point Lay Community Center

                           Point Lay, Alaska

 18

 19

 20

 21

 22

 23

       Reported by:

 24    Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

 25

00002

  1                      A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E-S

  2    U.S. Department of the Interior:

  3    Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation

       and Enforcement:

  4

                  Dr. Jim Kendall

  5               Alaska Regional Director

  6               Sharon Warren

                  Program Manager

  7

                  Michael Routhier

  8               EIS Coordinator

  9               Scott Blackburn

                  EIS Technical Writer and Editor

 10

                  Michael Haller

 11               Community Liaison

 12    Taken by: Mary A. Vavrik, RMR

 13

 14

 15

 16

 17

 18

 19

 20

 21    BE IT KNOWN that the aforementioned proceedings were taken

 22    at the time and place duly noted on the title page, before

 23    Mary A. Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary

 24    Public within and for the State of Alaska.

 25

00003

  1

  2                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Before we do anything

  4    else, I'd like to start off with a blessing.  And we are

  5    honored that Willard has agreed to give the blessing for

  6    us tonight.

  7               (Blessing offered by Willard Neakok.)

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much,

  9    Willard.  Well, good evening.  Welcome to the public

 10    hearing for the Revised Draft Supplemental Environment

 11    Environmental Impact Statement for 193.  That is a

 12    mouthful.  I'm not going to give you all the details on

 13    that because we are going to have a little bit of briefing

 14    on that so that we can start everybody off at the same

 15    point.

 16              Now, who are we?  In the last couple of

 17    meetings, we have had folks stop us almost halfway through

 18    the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people

 19    are.  Well, we are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy

 20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are a federal

 21    agency bureau within the Department of Interior.  We are

 22    the Feds.  We are not the oil and gas industry and we are

 23    not a nongovernmental organization or an NGO.  Our job is

 24    to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Outer

 25    Continental Shelf.  We are unbiased.  That's our job, to

00004

  1    be unbiased.

  2              The whole point of this meeting is to get

  3    information from this community to help us make a certain

  4    document better because that document and the material

  5    that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker.  The

  6    decisionmaker is the Secretary of the Interior.  He will

  7    make the decision.  We don't make the decision.  We just

  8    package up the information that people have to give us.

  9              Now, my name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the regional

 10    director for the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.  Carrying that

 11    chair over there is Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our

 12    community liaison.  He helps us make contact with the

 13    communities to make sure your information gets into the

 14    system.

 15              Sitting down there is Sharon Warren.  Sharon is

 16    the project manager for this.  She's the one that has to

 17    make sure everything works and comes together.  Sitting

 18    next to her is Michael Routhier.  Michael is the EIS

 19    coordinator.  He takes all the pieces and puts it together

 20    from the scientists.  And Scott Blackburn is over there.

 21    He was taking names.  He is our technical expert and

 22    technical editor.  His job to is to make sure all the

 23    information we get from a lot of different people flows.

 24              All right.  Now, the other person we brought

 25    with us is extremely important.  And that's Mary Vavrik.
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  1    Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this

  2    information down.  And I am breaking one of the cardinal

  3    rules.  I'm talking too fast.  It's real important that

  4    Mary gets this down.  So whenever you speak, we are going

  5    to ask that you say your name, speak slowly and loud

  6    enough with the microphone that Mary can get it.  All

  7    right?

  8              Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to

  9    open it up for public comment.  And we are going to do it

 10    a little bit differently.  After we ask if any of our

 11    Elders would like to make comments or any of the elected

 12    officials, we are going to keep going around the room.  We

 13    are going to walk the mike around to every single person

 14    in the room multiple times so everybody has a chance to

 15    speak.  You can either pass or make a comment.  But it's

 16    going to come around again, and you can speak again or

 17    pass.  We are going to keep doing that until everybody in

 18    the room feels like they have said everything they need to

 19    say for us.  Okay.  We don't want anybody leaving this

 20    room feeling that their voice was not heard.  Okay?

 21              Now, with that, I'm going to quit talking, which

 22    I'm real good at.  I never shut up.  And I'm going to pass

 23    this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are

 24    here.

 25                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and thank
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  1    you for allowing us to come into your community and

  2    provide this information to you and to get the comments

  3    from you because it's very important.

  4              Why are we here today?  We're here because we

  5    have a specific document that's back on the table.  It's

  6    the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact

  7    Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193.  And when was the

  8    lease sale?  The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.

  9    We did an environmental impact statement in 2007 prior to

 10    conducting the sale.  There was six companies that bid on

 11    the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas.  We

 12    offered 29.3 million acres, and 2.8 million acres was

 13    leased.  And that was in 2008.  And I know today is 2011.

 14              So here is what happened.  Days before the lease

 15    sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the lease sale.  They

 16    alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EIS to the

 17    Court did not address the potential environmental impacts

 18    that was necessary for us to do under the National

 19    Environmental Policy Act.

 20              So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EIS

 21    on most part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns,

 22    and he wanted those concerns addressed.

 23              The three issues he wanted to address was, he

 24    said the agency failed to analyze the environmental

 25    impacts of natural gas development, even though there was
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  1    industry interest in the natural gas and even though we,

  2    in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil companies

  3    that if they bid on the tract and issued and got a lease,

  4    that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the

  5    oil.  So the judge said you didn't look at the

  6    environmental impact of that part of the process.

  7              The judge also said that we failed to determine

  8    whether the missing information identified was relevant to

  9    the federal regulations.  Part of the litigation that we

 10    are in, there was an exhibit that was submitted and there

 11    was pages of quotations out of our document that we said

 12    we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there

 13    was unknowns.  So when we had that, there is a regulatory

 14    process that you must go through to assess and determine.

 15              The last one is that we failed to determine

 16    whether the cost of obtaining the information was

 17    exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown.  So the

 18    Court told us that we needed to go back, that we couldn't

 19    do anything more until we went back.

 20              So what did we do in response to the court

 21    order?  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact

 22    statement to address the Court's concerns, and we came out

 23    here on the draft SEIS back in November.  Some of you may

 24    have been at that public hearing.  We came back to take a

 25    look and get your comments on the document.  We did
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  1    receive over 150,000 comments.

  2              And I'll turn the mike over to Mike so he can

  3    tell you what happened next on this.

  4                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  So as Sharon was

  5    saying, we received over 150,000 comments on the draft

  6    SEIS we prepared.  And that's in addition to all the

  7    public testimony we received going around to all the

  8    villages and then down in Anchorage.  Many of the comments

  9    that we received asked the agency to analyze what would

 10    happen if something went horribly wrong and there was a

 11    very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.

 12              As you all remember, this is coming on the heels

 13    of the Deepwater Horizon event.  Everyone has seen those

 14    images on TV.  It was and is of great concern to people.

 15    We, as an agency, in reviewing the comments, considered

 16    what can we do to address some of these concerns, and we

 17    decided that the best thing to do would be to prepare an

 18    analysis of the potential environmental effects of a very

 19    large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.

 20              Now, the term very large oil spill, what does

 21    that mean?  Well, we have a great group of geologists in

 22    our office, and we went to them and asked the question,

 23    what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that

 24    could possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.

 25              And so they studied some data, and they
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  1    basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is

  2    the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.

  3    We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our

  4    wildlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality

  5    experts.  And they looked at the scenario and then wrote

  6    analysis on what the potential environmental effects could

  7    be from such an oil spill.

  8              It is important to remember that VLOS is a

  9    hypothetical event.  It's an extreme case.  It's an

 10    extremely large spill.  And it's not -- it doesn't

 11    represent any actual well that a company is proposing to

 12    drill.  It's just something we are using in our NEPA

 13    analysis to inform the decisionmaker of the gravity of

 14    these concerns.

 15              A very large oil spill, as I just described, is

 16    actually a bit different than another term that you might

 17    hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities

 18    in general, that term being worst-case discharge.  I bet

 19    some of you have probably heard that term.  Just as an

 20    explanation, the term worst case discharge is a specific

 21    term found in our regulations, and it's a required part of

 22    an exploration plan.

 23              Right now we are at the lease sale stage.  There

 24    is a couple -- there is leases out there, and the

 25    Secretary eventually has to decide whether he wants to
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  1    reaffirm those or cancel some or cancel all those leases.

  2    We are at the lease sale stage.  If some leases were to be

  3    affirmed and if an oil company were to down the road

  4    submit an exploration plan, then that exploration plan

  5    would include a worst-case discharge.

  6              The worst-case discharge calculation includes a

  7    lot more information than the very large oil spill because

  8    there is a specific company that wants to drill a specific

  9    type of well in a specific location going out for a

 10    specific type of oil.  So a lot of the variables are

 11    known.  There is a lot more information known.  So the

 12    numbers might be a little different.  This is just a

 13    heads-up in case you see this other term come up.  And

 14    it's the worst-case discharge that is used to inform the

 15    oil spill response plan.

 16              So in other words, when the company prepares and

 17    stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they

 18    will use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.

 19                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So what do we need

 20    from you today?  We need to have your comments on the

 21    Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact

 22    Statement.  As I said, we were here in November.  We took

 23    your comments.  And we now have another document for you

 24    to review.

 25              We are looking for your comments.  We are using
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  1    regulations.gov, and the website is here.  We also have

  2    some handouts over there at the table on how you can

  3    access regulations.gov.  And then after the break -- yeah,

  4    at the break that we will probably take, you can come up

  5    and see the maps that we have up on the wall.  It shows

  6    what the -- what the area is that was the lease sale area.

  7    It shows what -- the alternatives, what was some of the

  8    areas that was looked at prior to the decision being made

  9    on this.  So again, this -- this is a decision that the

 10    Secretary will be making.

 11              So after this public hearing, what happens next?

 12    What happens is we will take your comments that you

 13    provided us, and we really need them because we really

 14    need to make sure that the document and the way we portray

 15    subsistence, the patterns, the migratory patterns, is the

 16    correct information that we have before us.  And we will

 17    take those comments that you provide to us.  We will take

 18    the public testimony, transcripts that we also have.  We

 19    will go through those to take a look at it to see where we

 20    will make changes in the document.  And so that what we

 21    will have is a final supplemental environmental impact

 22    statement that will include the transcripts, will include

 23    our response to comments that people have provided us, and

 24    also you will know where in the document that changes were

 25    made and how your comments were incorporated in the
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  1    document.

  2              Then what happens?  We are under a court

  3    deadline.  We have litigation.  Judge Beistline said,

  4    fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill.  It

  5    is beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he

  6    said at the time that we really didn't need to hold public

  7    hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to

  8    come out with this document again, back out to the

  9    communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the

 10    correct information in the document for the very large oil

 11    spill.  So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do

 12    those things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary

 13    decision by October 3rd.

 14              And so for us to have a decision so that the

 15    Secretary can make the decision by October 3rd, we will

 16    finalize the supplemental EIS, and it will be in final

 17    form sometime in early September because it has to be out

 18    there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be

 19    made.

 20              Again, this is the lease sale.  Whether -- the

 21    Secretary can either affirm the lease sale on how it was

 22    conducted in 2008 and the leases that were issued; he can

 23    modify it; he can cancel the leases.  He can -- everything

 24    is on the table with this decision.

 25              And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four
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  1    processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act:  The five-year

  2    program, the lease sale stage, the exploration stage, and

  3    the development and production stage.  So the decision

  4    that needs to be made, even though this document takes a

  5    look at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS,

  6    the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to

  7    go forward with the lease sale.

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And when was the

  9    document made available to the public?

 10                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We brought this

 11    document out to the public -- notification was on the 21st

 12    of May.  And we did -- around that time we sent it out to

 13    many of the stakeholders.  The document was sent out.  And

 14    then when we went out to the public hearings, several

 15    weeks prior to coming to the public hearings, we also sent

 16    documents out to the communities so that the documents

 17    would be here when we also came here.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And the comment period

 19    ends, again?

 20                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  The comment

 21    period is July 11th, and we are using regulations.gov.  So

 22    please provide your comments by July 11th.  If you have

 23    got any questions, like I said, there is a handout on how

 24    to do that.  On the last page of the handout there is a

 25    telephone number to contact if you have any questions on
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  1    how to navigate through regulations.gov, and we will be

  2    more than happy to have somebody walk you through it from

  3    the office.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Just

  5    before I forget, we do have an interpreter.  What happened

  6    to James?  James is there.  He's offered to interpret for

  7    us if we need to.  So please, if any of you feel that you

  8    want to use the interpreter, James, just tell us.

  9              Now, the next part of this is I'm adamant that

 10    everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says

 11    exactly what they are thinking.  And we will stay here as

 12    long as we need to.  This is really, really important.  We

 13    are not the decisionmaker, but we have to take the

 14    information to the decisionmaker.  And so when we send

 15    this package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be

 16    able to say we went to everybody we could possibly go to

 17    to get the information for you to base your decision.

 18              And so that's what's before us tonight.  And if

 19    you feel you want to think about it, that's fine.  We have

 20    till July 11th.  The document is back there.  We have got

 21    CDs.  It's on the Web.  There is time to look at it and

 22    give us your comment to improve it.

 23              Now we're going to open it up to public comment,

 24    and we are not, of course, members of the community here,

 25    so I don't know all the Elders.  So I would like, first of
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  1    all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there

  2    are any community Elders that would like to start us off.

  3    Would anyone like to volunteer?

  4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I'm not an Elder, but

  5    I've got a question.  Robert Suydam.  Typically in public

  6    hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.

  7    Is that how this is going to be run tonight?  Are you just

  8    taking comments, or will you answer questions?

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, we want to get as

 10    much from the community as we can.  And we want to be

 11    careful.  I mean, we could answer some very basic

 12    questions, but the fear is if we get too much into a

 13    dialogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden

 14    there is people around the room who don't have a chance.

 15    So simple questions, yes, I think we can answer, but we

 16    have got to keep it going.  And there is always time --

 17    you can call us on the phone.  You can send us other

 18    questions.  But the important thing here is everybody has

 19    a chance.

 20              So the answer to your question is halfway.  We

 21    just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of

 22    people and other folks are sitting there wondering when do

 23    I get to say my piece.  So a little respect for everybody.

 24    Bill.

 25                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  I have a question.  I
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  1    didn't catch the beginning part.  Are you guys -- like,

  2    what's your situation?  Are you for oil, in the middle, or

  3    you oppose it?

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that

  5    question.  Okay.  That same question was asked before at

  6    another meeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at

  7    the very beginning.  We represent the Department of

  8    Interior.  We are part of the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  9    Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, and we are

 10    the regulators.  Okay.  We are not for oil and gas.  We

 11    are not against oil and gas.  The mission we have is to

 12    make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is

 13    the Secretary of Interior.  Okay.  So I mean, my job -- if

 14    someone asks me, I don't have an opinion.  My job is to

 15    get your opinions and your information to the top.

 16                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Willard Neakok, for

 17    the record.  Is this the only -- I mean, you say a lot of

 18    different other villages.  Is it just for the outlying

 19    coastal villages that you are getting testimony from, or

 20    is it the whole state of Alaska?

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Basically the whole

 22    state of Alaska and anybody else who wants to comment.  So

 23    far now, we have gotten comments from Florida about this.

 24    So it's open to the entire country and anybody else.  I

 25    think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual
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  1    visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:

  2    Point Lay, Point Hope, Wainwright, Barrow, Kotzebue.  We

  3    had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tomorrow

  4    night in Anchorage.  We can't visit every place, but we

  5    need to visit places like Point Lay.

  6                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Again, before we open it

  8    up generally, are there any Elders that would like to

  9    speak first?  This is really important.  And the reason

 10    why I like to push that is that I'm a big believer in

 11    traditional knowledge or traditional science, if you want

 12    to call it that.  And my staff and I are working as hard

 13    as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects

 14    of nature and observation and science in the document, as

 15    well.  So are there any Elders that would like to speak

 16    before we start?  Any elected officials, like maybe the

 17    mayor?  Okay.

 18              In that case, then, let's start the process.

 19    And it gets kind of fun.  What side should I start on, or

 20    should I start in the middle?  I'm going to start with

 21    you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.

 22                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  (Inupiaq.)  My name is

 23    Earl Kingik.  I come from Point Hope.  I'm a whaler.  I

 24    belong to a clan called Qagmagtuuq.  I work for an

 25    organization called Alaska Wilderness League.  We have
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  1    been doing this for a long time.  Native Village of Point

  2    Hope took the government, took our own government to

  3    court, and you see what we come up with.  This is what we

  4    want to hear.

  5              I am here to listen to you guys.  I'm not here

  6    to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you

  7    guys are saying.  And that way, whenever I go to different

  8    villages, we will do it better.  And hopefully we will

  9    have Dr. Kendall give all the comments to everybody.

 10              We had over 60 people in Point Hope.  To my

 11    feeling, 100 percent was against offshore activity due to

 12    oil spill and other issues that's in front of them.  Our

 13    people even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANWR so

 14    they would stay away from our ocean we love the most, the

 15    garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and

 16    everything that's been going on for thousands of years.

 17              It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to

 18    you guys.  This is your chance, and we want to hear and I

 19    want to hear from you guys, too.  That will make my work a

 20    little easier.  Like somebody said, who all is going to be

 21    giving comments.

 22              I went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tribal

 23    organizations.  They passed a resolution opposing offshore

 24    activities.  I went to National Council of American

 25    Indians.  I asked for their assistance in protecting our
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  1    ocean due to the fast movement of the Bush era.  The Bush

  2    era gave us a big headache.  Now we are going to have to

  3    kind of slow them down, and time-out is called upon them.

  4              So this is your chance to open your heart to the

  5    garden you love the most, the garden that provides unity,

  6    The garden that provides cultural activities throughout

  7    the whole community because we are part of the ecosystem

  8    here.  The ecosystem shouldn't be messed around with.

  9              Thank you.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you have the floor.

 11                    MR. JULIUS REXFORD, SR.:  My name is

 12    Julius Rexford, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain for the

 13    Village of Point Lay.  I also sit on AEWC as a

 14    commissioner, and I sit on -- I sat on the North Slope

 15    Borough Wildlife Committee for about five or six years.

 16    And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like

 17    it's not going to happen, the opening of our Outer

 18    Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about

 19    stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and

 20    to the BOEMRE staff and personnel.

 21              That 60-mile buffer zone is something that needs

 22    to be there.  I know that these ships will be using low --

 23    the lowest grade fuel to get out there and run their

 24    operations.  We need to put in stipulations on having them

 25    use ultra low sulfur fuels to burn in their ships and
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  1    their rigs and all their little vessels.

  2              And another one is there should not be more than

  3    one drilling operation at any time, not more than one.

  4    And another one is the mud tailings that they will be

  5    putting out into our ocean should not be discharged.  Zero

  6    discharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into

  7    our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.

  8              And I'll probably talk about more later on.  And

  9    I'll pass the mike on.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 11                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  For the record,

 12    Willard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter,

 13    alternate planning department for the North Slope Borough.

 14    I am in opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore

 15    drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier,

 16    you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we

 17    lose everything in our ocean:  Plankton, fish, seals,

 18    whales, walrus, whatever marine mammal that is out there

 19    because we live off of those animals.  It keeps us warm

 20    during the winter.  You know, we -- we do not waste any of

 21    that food that we get from out there.

 22              You know, I wrote a comment -- I wrote a letter

 23    in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, I

 24    got a lot of feedback from a lot of different people

 25    saying that, you know, I'm not, you know -- that I'm not,
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  1    you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep

  2    our homes going, cars and everything.  I never even

  3    mentioned about that.  I know we need the fuel.  I know we

  4    need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our

  5    lives.

  6              And, you know, what can we do on land first

  7    before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean

  8    currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea.  And it's

  9    going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there

 10    if we have a very large oil spill.

 11              You know, Prince William Sound is still trying

 12    to recuperate.  But if you dig down a foot deep in certain

 13    areas, you will still find oil.  And what happened in Gulf

 14    of Mexico, how many millions of gallons was, you know,

 15    pouring out into the ocean?  Took them four months to

 16    finally cap that thing off, or close to four months.  You

 17    know, if we have it here, we lose our wildlife, our

 18    culture of hunting, whaling, fishing.  We lose everything.

 19    That's scary.

 20              I want my kids, my grandkids -- like I stated,

 21    you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, I want them to

 22    enjoy what I have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in

 23    Point Lay.  I want them to taste the food that I have

 24    tasted, I have hunted, I have given out, I have shared.  I

 25    want my grandkids and possibly my great-grandkids, too, to
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  1    enjoy the things that I have enjoyed because if we have a

  2    very large oil spill, you know, we lose everything.

  3              The whales live off the krill.  And those are

  4    little, tiny creatures.  If we lose those, we lose the

  5    whale.  We have beluga.  We have fish.  The belugas eat

  6    the fish.  The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so

  7    forth all the way down to the planktons, micro-organisms.

  8    We have wildlife.  We have seabirds comes from as far as

  9    Argentina, South Pole coming up this way to migrate to

 10    be -- you know, repopulate.  And we lose those, too.  But

 11    mainly, you know, from the ocean.  If we have a large oil

 12    spill, we lose everything, our way of life.

 13              And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go

 14    to our local store to try and substitute the food that we

 15    have hunted for generations, from generation to generation

 16    that was passed down by word of mouth.  No documented

 17    things like that on the board on how we do things.

 18              Our Elders taught us how to hunt, how to take

 19    care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the

 20    land.  We have a wonderful state.  We have a wonderful

 21    village.  We have a wonderful way of life.

 22              If we lose our ocean, you know -- I don't know

 23    how many times I might have to say this -- but we lose

 24    everything.  And if we start -- you know, the way that

 25    global warming is going, pretty soon we are going to have
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  1    ships coming from Atlantic Ocean coming this way.  They

  2    will be using that Northwest Passage.  What about them,

  3    that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils?  And

  4    what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a

  5    coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or

  6    so.  Just like what we see down there in the Lower 48, go

  7    all over the world, we have ships.  If we go up north or

  8    down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.

  9              You know, that's a scary thought.  I don't want

 10    my grandkids or great-grandkids or even my kids to see the

 11    devastation that we might have if we say go ahead and

 12    drill.  Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves,

 13    why did you guys say yes for them to go and drill?  Now

 14    our ocean doesn't have any life in it.

 15              We have currents that, like I said, every

 16    coastal village and here on the west side of Alaska is

 17    going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario

 18    have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico.  We'll

 19    have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to

 20    shore.  That's an ugly sight to see all those people in

 21    Florida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up.  Do we

 22    want that?  I know I sure don't.  Even my great-grandkids

 23    might even see tar balls keep washing ashore.  We will

 24    start smelling the oil like in Prince William Sound.  Walk

 25    around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the
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  1    ground.  And that's a scary thing to think about.  But the

  2    most scariest part is we lose everything.

  3              I love the way I have lived before, hunting,

  4    fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has

  5    provided for us Inupiats.  We are all up and down the

  6    Alaska coastline.  I'm grateful that hopefully, you know,

  7    our Secretary of Interior will listen, understand what I

  8    want to see in the future:  Clean ocean, our wildlife

  9    still out there.

 10              I know that global warming is making our ice

 11    thinner and thinner, thinner every year.  Pretty soon we

 12    might not even have a North Pole.  All it will be is just

 13    magnetic north, no ice.

 14              A lot of things are happening globally, and we

 15    see it up here first.  We see things that are going on at

 16    Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills,

 17    devastation of animals.  Might bounce back another 50 or

 18    60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the

 19    store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food

 20    that we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the

 21    ocean, our garden.  It's scary, real scary.  I want my

 22    grandkids to, you know, enjoy the foods that I have

 23    enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing,

 24    subsisting the way I have enjoyed it.

 25              I better pass the microphone on.  I get carried
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  1    away because I don't want to see offshore drilling.  We

  2    see oil companies say zero discharge, zero discharge.

  3    Looks good on paper.  Looks good when they talk to us but,

  4    you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human

  5    error.  And that's their way of saying zero discharge,

  6    still having oil spill.

  7              I'm grateful that, you know, hopefully our voice

  8    will be heard.  Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of

  9    Interior will think about the statements that are going on

 10    right now, testimonies throughout Alaska or throughout the

 11    world regarding the Outer Continental Shelf plans to drill

 12    in the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ocean.

 13              So I'm glad that you folks are here.  And I'll

 14    pass it on.  Thank you.

 15                    MR. WILLARD L. NEAKOK:  How do I follow

 16    that?  I'm in the same position as my dad.  First of all,

 17    my name is Willard Neakok, and I have no see -- no

 18    representative.  I represent nobody.  I just wanted to

 19    represent the Village of Point Lay.  Our people are

 20    fighting people, and we have had to fight for our land.

 21    We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are

 22    fighting for our ocean.  So why stop now?

 23              I mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like my

 24    dad said, we love the food.  We love doing all that.  And

 25    I may -- I'm one of the leaders -- drum leaders for our
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  1    community, and I love it.  I love it with a passion.  And

  2    you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for

  3    successful hunting and celebrate life.  And so I am in no

  4    position supporting offshore drilling.

  5                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  I'm Marie Tracey from

  6    the Native Village of Point Lay.  I work for our mayor's

  7    office as a communications liaison for the Native Village

  8    of Point Lay, and I'm a volunteer fire fighter and a

  9    volunteer ambulance crew member, and I'm a coordinator for

 10    the volunteer search and rescue group, and I'm the ASTAC

 11    director.  I'm a mother.  I'm a grandmother.  I'm not

 12    supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wish that they

 13    would try and drill onshore before they try to drill

 14    offshore.

 15              And with that global warming that we have been

 16    witnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of

 17    walruses off our beach.  I was born in the old site on the

 18    sand spit across there.  And about one mile north of the

 19    village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at least ten

 20    miles up the beach was loaded with walruses.  And then

 21    when you look out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands

 22    and thousands out there.  And if you see our walrus

 23    picture, the walruses, when they come on land, they are

 24    right next to each other, real crowded and everything.

 25    And that's how they were coming up on the beach.
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  1              And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach,

  2    they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with more

  3    walruses coming up on the sandy beach, just really

  4    crowded.  And you could hear them.  And when you look out

  5    in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you

  6    would see nothing but like brown spots, brown lines at the

  7    distance, there is so many walruses out there.

  8              If there is a stampede, then you could hear

  9    their mourning, their loss of a loved one.  It's really

 10    sad to hear.  And but when they came in, they were so loud

 11    that the next morning I was talking with my cousin.  She

 12    said, boy, I couldn't sleep last night.  My neighbors just

 13    like they were quarreling all night.  I couldn't sleep.  I

 14    told her those were the walruses out there making noises.

 15    She said, oh, my, I thought they were my neighbors.

 16              Anyway, but -- and then we have our beluga

 17    harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.

 18    We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here.  He comes to

 19    tag our beluga, and then when he tags them, he set them

 20    free, and then they would monitor them because they would

 21    have satellite tags on them.  And then when he gets

 22    information, he would give it to us, and we would see

 23    where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.

 24    And it's amazing to see where they go because we have

 25    never had this information before.  And since Robert
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  1    Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of

  2    information about beluga.  And they take samples.

  3              And now we have a loon study going on.  Daniel

  4    Rizzola from UAF Fairbanks has been coming here for three

  5    years to tag the loons, and he would also send us

  6    information.  It's amazing where these birds and where

  7    these mammals go.  And I would like to keep this going

  8    because we are getting a wealth of information from these

  9    people that come in to our village.

 10              And Robert Suydam is getting old with us, too.

 11    And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.

 12    But I would -- I would discourage drilling in our ocean

 13    because we have hardly had any caribou around our village

 14    and that moves our meal from, like, caribou meat which I

 15    grew up with as a main course of our meals, like

 16    dinnertime and even lunch.

 17              And especially, too, when our young ones go out

 18    hunting or else we have searches like during the winter,

 19    we would have some food for them, you know, like dried

 20    meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food

 21    out there when they go out.  And sometimes we search for

 22    days, and it's miles and miles of travel looking for

 23    people and hoping to take them home alive.  It's just so

 24    hard for us up here, but we love our food.

 25              We would like to ask our Secretary of State
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  1    [sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep

  2    our way of life, please.  This global warming is really

  3    hard on our walruses because they have to leave their

  4    young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they

  5    feed, and then they would have to come back to their young

  6    ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.

  7              Anyway, I'll pass this on to Mrs. Suydam until

  8    the next round.  Thank you.

  9                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Good evening.  My name

 10    is Robert Suydam.  I'm a wildlife biologist with the North

 11    Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management.  I've

 12    lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay

 13    is kind of my second home and the folks here are my second

 14    family, that we have been working together a long time to

 15    learn more about belugas.

 16              And Marie, thank you for the nice things that

 17    you have said but, you know, much of the credit goes to

 18    the community and the hunters here for helping all of the

 19    scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room

 20    and others not here -- for the successes.

 21              I'd also like to say thanks to Jim and the rest

 22    of the BOEMRE crew, BUMMER [pronunciation] crew, whatever

 23    it is.  Thanks for coming to Point Lay and thanks for

 24    coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the

 25    residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask
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  1    them about what they think about this EIS.  Several people

  2    have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary

  3    Salazar actually listens to people here that are more

  4    directly affected by the actions associated with this EIS

  5    than most other people in the country.  So because they

  6    are -- the risk is greater for folks here -- the benefits

  7    aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the

  8    opinions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater

  9    weight.  And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely

 10    to the things that people say here.

 11              Jim, I'd also like to say congratulations to you

 12    for your appointment as the state director.  I think you

 13    are a good addition to Alaska and the agency here.

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 15                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  So welcome.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thanks, Robert.

 17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I have a few things to

 18    say, and maybe I'll say just a couple of them now to start

 19    with.  And maybe I'll start with something that Marie was

 20    talking about, which was science and the need for

 21    information.  And I know that part of your revised

 22    supplemental EIS was about identifying information that

 23    was needed and how much it cost.

 24              And I haven't had a chance to review that

 25    section of the EIS yet, but I think it's really important
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  1    to highlight the need for information and using that

  2    information to make decisions that I have been surprised

  3    to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico

  4    and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limited ability

  5    of agencies to understand potential impacts or assess

  6    impacts, especially to marine mammal populations.

  7              There is so little information known about the

  8    population size or status or health of those marine

  9    mammals that being able to assess what the impacts were is

 10    very restricted, very limited.  And so I think we are in a

 11    little bit better position up here that we know a lot

 12    about belugas, we know a lot about bowheads and walruses

 13    and other things, but there is still very limited

 14    information.

 15              And so encouraging the agency not just to

 16    evaluate what information is missing, but also make --

 17    continue to make efforts -- I know you have made great

 18    efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or

 19    ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please

 20    keep doing that.  Keep funding studies.  Keep funding

 21    studies to document traditional knowledge.  You know that

 22    many of the people in this room know more about the

 23    environment than any scientist or manager.  So your

 24    identification of traditional knowledge as being key in

 25    making decisions I think is really valid.  And I hope the
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  1    agency is able to continue to do that.

  2              As you evaluate comments on your EIS, please

  3    first take a look at the data gap analysis that USGS

  4    recently did.  And I think that's a pretty extensive

  5    document, and it may be difficult and challenging for the

  6    agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but I think it's

  7    really important.  It's available information about data

  8    gaps, and please use that to make your EIS here more

  9    complete.

 10              So again, just emphasizing the need to use

 11    information to make decisions, I think that's really,

 12    really important.  But I think there are some other things

 13    that are also important.

 14              In the document you talk about thresholds and

 15    when a threshold is reached, that then the impact becomes

 16    significant.  On page 75, I think it is here, of the

 17    document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on

 18    subsistence harvest patterns occurs when one or more of

 19    subsistence resources become unavailable for a period of

 20    one to two years."

 21              So essentially the way I read that is that you

 22    are telling Point Lay and Wainwright and Barrow that if

 23    the actions that result from this EIS could make

 24    subsistence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it

 25    was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's
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  1    more than that it would be.  And I think that's

  2    inappropriate.

  3              I think that if the actions resulting from this

  4    EIS cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two

  5    months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate.  And

  6    so in this document, previous EISs and future EISs, I

  7    think you need to change the thresholds that you use for

  8    evaluating significant impacts, that the culture, the

  9    people that live in these communities rely on subsistence

 10    resources.  The unique culture that is here is incredibly

 11    valuable, and saying that it won't be a significant impact

 12    unless belugas or bowheads aren't available for two years

 13    is just not right and something -- the agency should

 14    approach things differently than that and revise this EIS

 15    and make sure that future EISs are done differently.

 16              I'll pass the mike on for now.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Robert.  It's

 18    great to be in Alaska.  My wife is packing up the house in

 19    Virginia right now.

 20              We are going to go around this way now and work

 21    our way back.  Okay?  I have a nice group of people here

 22    in a circle.  Would anyone like to take the mike?

 23                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Thank you.  And

 24    thank you for coming to Point Lay and helping our way of

 25    life.  And for the record, my name is Danny Pikok, Junior.
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  1    And I am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity

  2    because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I'm afraid of.

  3    It's the noise pollution.  And I'd like to see oil

  4    companies exhaust the land before they decide to do any

  5    offshore drilling of any energy resources.

  6              And I'd like to see the oil companies focus on

  7    natural energy.  They are spending too much money to start

  8    drilling offshore in the Arctic.  They should spend their

  9    money looking for alternative energy.  I mean, just look

 10    what happened in our oil field.  We struck oil, it was a

 11    big deal, and now it's gone.  We had all that oil, all the

 12    gas, all the jobs.

 13              It spoiled Native way of life.  We are spoiled

 14    now.  I mean, look -- you go look in the beach, the motors

 15    are too big.  They burn too much gas.  We get spoiled.

 16    It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled like

 17    that.

 18              And it's getting worse.  And I'm afraid, you

 19    know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling

 20    because how are we going to run them big motors.  It's --

 21    it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to

 22    old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big

 23    motor and start drilling offshore?  Just -- just noise

 24    pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here.  There is

 25    too much wildlife, and a lot of folks depend on it.  I
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  1    depend on it.  Our children depend on it.  It's just --

  2    it's going to do a domino effect.  It already has.  It

  3    started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.

  4              And I'd like to see alternative energy resources

  5    like the coal, natural gas.  I don't want to see oil rigs

  6    floating in the ocean and drilling.  I'm against it.  It's

  7    just too much -- it's -- it's too much -- it's too risky.

  8    It's very risky.

  9              Just like Willard was saying, it's going to

 10    start small and it's going to grow.  If we start offshore

 11    drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries

 12    up here and start a highway, and we are going to lose a

 13    lot of good resources our ocean offers.  It's just -- I'm

 14    really against any offshore activity.

 15              And I mean, I grew up -- when I was growing up,

 16    I remember riding in a skin boat, two horsepower motor.

 17    That was good enough to get you there and back.  You don't

 18    carry 50 gallons of gas.  You carry five gallons.  Today

 19    it's -- it's getting out of hand.  Just even snowmachines,

 20    four-wheelers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.

 21    And we need gas.  I know there is oil out there inland.

 22    Focus on that oil inland.  Exhaust that oil before you

 23    start pushing offshore.

 24              And I love my family.  I love my people, our

 25    people.  And the way things are going now, it's getting
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  1    worse, and I want to encourage whoever is going to decide

  2    to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the folks

  3    that live up here.  And I'm sure there is other

  4    alternatives besides offshore drilling.

  5              Thanks.

  6                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Good evening.  My

  7    name is Delbert Rexford.  I'm an elected official of the

  8    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  I have the

  9    at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, which is a

 10    federally recognized tribe.  Very briefly, we just came

 11    from a four-hour seal hunt.  We got one seal, not too much

 12    fat on it.  And as Marie alluded to earlier, some of the

 13    global warming effects are affecting our marine mammals,

 14    the health of our marine mammals.  The emissions into the

 15    atmosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where --

 16    anywhere in the world within the industrial global

 17    community contributes to all of that.

 18              When the draft EIS came and addresses threatened

 19    species or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals,

 20    polar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our

 21    cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale.  In

 22    1977 when they banned whaling, it was the International

 23    Whaling Commission, without knowledge, without

 24    acknowledging Inupiat traditional knowledge said, no,

 25    there is not enough whales.  But since time immemorial
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  1    through oral history, we knew there was more whales, but

  2    there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert

  3    is aware of.

  4              The concerns that we have offshore is that the

  5    equipment -- I'll take you back to 19 -- when the three

  6    gray whales were stranded.  The oil industry and their

  7    state of their technology tried to save the whales.  Lo

  8    and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their

  9    technology that they propose to use on cleaning up oil

 10    spills.  It failed, grossly failed.  So it would have been

 11    a detriment to take that equipment out to sea, out to ice

 12    and try to clean up an oil spill.

 13              And we make good friends with the Russians when

 14    the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales.  A

 15    simple icebreaker allowed the global phenomenon of three

 16    gray whales to be expended to be saved.

 17              The point is the industry has not proven that

 18    they have the technology to clean under ice.  And the

 19    present technology is limited to certain height of wave

 20    lengths.  Those are limited.  The booms are limited.

 21    The -- the oil spills in the Gulf, the Exxon Valdez are

 22    testaments to the fact that in a major -- and you talk

 23    about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels.  I don't know what that

 24    equates to in terms of gallons of oil.  It underlies the

 25    technology is not there.  The zooplankton, the
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  1    micro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the

  2    food chain.

  3              I mean, that's what we are concerned about, our

  4    way of life versus providing national energy to

  5    350,000,000 people who are driving on highways, who have a

  6    lower cost of living allowances all across the nation.

  7    One gallon of milk is nine bucks in Barrow; $9.  The cost

  8    of living is high.

  9              Danny alluded to the size of the engines

 10    emitting a lot of gases.  It's inevitable that they get

 11    larger.  We will consume more.

 12              Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope filed a

 13    lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore

 14    drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that

 15    would be emitted into the atmosphere, because of the

 16    noise -- cumulative effects of noise pollution and other

 17    cumulative effects.

 18              And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and

 19    that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation.

 20    Very simply, it was that litigation that brought you back

 21    to the communities because at the time MMS did not do

 22    their homework.

 23              So we came back from a four-hour hunt, my nephew

 24    and his girlfriend.  We just got back.  And to us, it's

 25    Eskimo heaven.  It's where our spirituality is -- is
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  1    completed.  What we can't get here on the land we get from

  2    the sea, the marine mammals that we are concerned about,

  3    about being devastated in the event.  And this is what

  4    bothers our people.  In the unlikely event of an oil spill

  5    is the term used in a lot of these environmental impact

  6    draft statements.  If it was inevitable, what technology

  7    do you have to clean it up?

  8              When you look at the migratory -- what's that

  9    guy's name that sends us those bowhead whale migration

 10    maps?

 11                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  John Citta.

 12                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  John Citta sends us

 13    e-mails regarding the route.  When you look at the

 14    migration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack

 15    in the middle of it.  What has BOEMRE done to consider

 16    that part of it, to mitigate any chances of adverse impact

 17    on bowhead whales?

 18              The community of Point Lay just went through a

 19    very historical past three years.  They just reactivated

 20    bowhead whaling.  They just landed their second whale.

 21    And they are a whaling community.  Not only that, the

 22    beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Alaska.

 23    I mean, it is -- every time I come down here for beluga

 24    whaling, I'm at home because I don't go home empty-handed.

 25              And that's the culture that you are -- that you
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  1    are endangering through potential VLOS, very large oil

  2    spills.  That's the threat that we are afraid of.  That's

  3    an unknown that we are afraid of.

  4              In 1977 when the IEWC banned whaling, the

  5    analogy we used was that the buffalo was taken away from

  6    the Native American Indians.  Well, in 1977 they took our

  7    bowhead whales off, and suicides.  The number of suicides

  8    that occurred in those few years after that were -- were

  9    astronomical.  I mean, people lost a sense of

 10    spirituality, a sense of wholeness, a sense of belonging

 11    to their own land and to the sea that provided for them.

 12              So whoever makes that decision to go offshore --

 13    I attended in Houston the Outer Continental Shelf policy

 14    meetings, and we encouraged impact hunting to those

 15    impacted communities.  The federal government has only one

 16    impact program that they ever created on the North Slope

 17    within NPRA.  Those were the NPRA impacts.  We went to the

 18    Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for

 19    impact funds to come back to the impacted communities.

 20              Impacted communities include suicide, alcohol

 21    and drug abuse, and other social norms that go way out of

 22    line.

 23              And these things BOEMRE, I don't believe, have

 24    considered at this stage because if you have, we would

 25    like to see what you are offering to the community in case
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  1    of an oil spill.

  2              But I'm speaking on behalf of Inupiat Community

  3    of the Arctic Slope.  I serve on the tribal council.  I've

  4    also served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmental

  5    Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic

  6    monitoring and assessment program within the confines of

  7    Inuit Circumpolar Conference as a delegate, as a delegate

  8    to the United States of America.  And these issues that we

  9    are asking and concerned about tonight are the same issues

 10    that we address at the international forums, at the

 11    international regimes, that the Arctic nations, the eight

 12    country nations regulate within each respective state.

 13              But I just want to emphasize that we do oppose

 14    offshore drilling.  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope

 15    passed a resolution opposing it because of the unknowns of

 16    what would happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the

 17    VLOS that you have noted should happen because we have

 18    three currents.

 19              Up in Barrow -- I can talk about Barrow.  I'm

 20    not sure about right here.  Up in Barrow we have three

 21    currents.  They go north, they go south.  And every

 22    species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if

 23    it should occur.  How many gallons is 150,000 barrels?

 24    Can -- what's -- does anyone know?

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's about 40 gallons to
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  1    a barrel.

  2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  About four-and-a-half

  3    million.

  4                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Four-and-a-half

  5    million gallons?  My lord.  Do you have the technology to

  6    clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?

  7    I don't think you have a plan.  You don't because, like I

  8    said, the industry tried their equipment to rescue the

  9    three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all

 10    of their equipment failed.  That's a living testament that

 11    the technology didn't work that they were proposing to

 12    take out to the sea.

 13              Well, I've taken a lot of your time.  I tell you

 14    what.  You should spend time out in the ocean.  Maybe you

 15    can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you

 16    get a chance to get out there.  There is no mosquitoes out

 17    there.

 18              But thank you.  I'm speaking on behalf of the

 19    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and I serve with

 20    Sophie on that tribal council.  I've taken a lot of your

 21    time, but those are the concerns that we have.  Thank you.

 22                    MR. LEO FERREIRA:  Good evening,

 23    everybody.  My name is Leo Ferreira, III, for the record.

 24    So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be

 25    implemented into this BOEMRE.  Point Lay would like to
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  1    have a 60-mile buffer zone instead of -- I'm pretty sure

  2    it's standing at 15- or 13-mile buffer zone.  We want to

  3    move that up to a 60-mile buffer zone, not just for Point

  4    Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the

  5    Arctic Circle.

  6              We also want another stipulation of one drill

  7    rig -- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and

  8    also zero tolerance of cuttings and mud in the ocean,

  9    along with the oil, zero tolerance of oil discharge.

 10              These reasons are for the disturbance of our

 11    animals.  We have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with

 12    disturbance of our tutu migration, our caribou migration

 13    route.  We have we have had a coal mine going for a while,

 14    and all the helicopter use with coal mining has pushed

 15    away our migration route.  We haven't seen our migration

 16    route come back close to the village at all in about five

 17    to seven years now.

 18              And we just shut down the coal mine just not too

 19    long ago in our -- I think it was when President Obama

 20    went green finger on us.  So we feel the impacts of

 21    disturbance.

 22              And we also know that our animals in our ocean

 23    are very sensitive to noise.  I could use walrus as an

 24    example because walrus are disturbed by even smelling

 25    cologne or smelling cigarettes in the air.  If somebody is
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  1    upwind and they smell their cologne, they are going to get

  2    disturbed.  They also get disturbed by noise when you

  3    are -- when you are kind of close to them, you will

  4    disturb the walruses by noise, too, also, but mostly by

  5    smelling when they are out of the water.

  6              We also have seen a few animals that we never

  7    seen before so much, like we seen a killer whale a couple

  8    years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity

  9    up here.  So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance

 10    from all the ship activity that was happening in the

 11    Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down

 12    south from us.

 13              And all of us -- all of us people that live on

 14    the Slope, all of us Natives in Alaska been taught our way

 15    of life, so we have a lot of traditional knowledge to pass

 16    on to the government so they could help get a better

 17    understanding of how we want to live our life because we

 18    have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return

 19    we want to protect our way of life.  We want the federal

 20    government to start listening to what we have to say and

 21    start putting these things down as our stipulations to

 22    help protect our way of life, like the 60-mile buffer

 23    zone.

 24              And maybe another one would be like when we go

 25    harvest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity
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  1    during our harvests or no air activity along with our

  2    beluga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise

  3    activity in the ocean from the ships and from sonar

  4    activity.

  5              And that's a big concern is all the activity

  6    that's going to happen.  We are not just going to deal

  7    with oil ships.  We are also going to deal with Coast

  8    Guard ships.  And they have helicopters, too.

  9              And the other thing I heard is that if there is

 10    going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does

 11    happen in the state of Alaska, I'm most definitely

 12    positively saying that our way of life will definitely be

 13    disturbed because we are going to disturb our migration

 14    route for our whales, bowhead whales, beluga whales and

 15    the walruses.  The migration routes for these animals are

 16    going to get pushed away from our mainland, and it's going

 17    to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are

 18    going to have to go farther and farther offshore because

 19    of too much ship activity out there on the ocean along

 20    with --

 21              Like I know like the oil spill, like Delbert was

 22    saying, is we don't know how -- federal government

 23    scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up

 24    an oil spill in the icy conditions out here.  I know of

 25    three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina,
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  1    and the federal government or the oil companies can't even

  2    fix those, can't even retrieve them, those little oil rigs

  3    out there.  And if we leave junk behind, we are going to

  4    just pollute the ocean.  If we have an oil spill, we're

  5    going to pollute our ocean.  Once we pollute our ocean, we

  6    are going to lose our way of life.

  7              Point Lay is a traditional village.  We live a

  8    traditional life around here.  There is not much jobs from

  9    the government or from our North Slope Borough.  Our

 10    workforce around here is about 25 percent.  Twenty-five

 11    percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on

 12    welfare.  When we are on welfare, we live off the ocean

 13    and off the land.  All the animals, the caribou, the musk

 14    ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted

 15    seals, so --

 16              And I also know that because Point Lay and

 17    Kivalina and Point Hope are not in the NPRA, if there is

 18    an oil spill, these three villages will have no royalties

 19    when there is an oil spill.  I have been told we are going

 20    to be the laborers.  We are going to be the cleanup crew,

 21    and they are just going to get us for the jobs.  And here

 22    we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not

 23    even included in the NPRA.  We are outside of the NPRA

 24    boundaries.

 25              And so myself and with others, I oppose offshore
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  1    drilling and I -- I wish the federal government would

  2    listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell

  3    them.  And we would like to control -- have control of our

  4    Inupiat way of life for our animals.  We want to control

  5    our own animals.  We don't want the government telling

  6    us our drill ship is going to be here and good luck on

  7    hunting your animals.

  8              We want to have stipulations saying during this

  9    whale time period, during our bowhead whale time period

 10    for that village, please stop your activity.  You are on

 11    our area and goes along down the coast, up and down the

 12    coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with --

 13    we also -- because we know there is going to be

 14    helicopters flying up and back workers and everything.

 15    And helicopters is a big concern.  It's a real noise

 16    factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.

 17              We are the -- we are the ambassadors of our land

 18    up here.  We want to keep on being the ambassadors of our

 19    way of life.  Thank you.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I want to make sure we

 21    get this end of the room here, but Emma, do you want say

 22    something?

 23                    MS. EMMA POKON:  (Shakes head.)

 24                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Good evening.  Nathan

 25    Henry, for the record.  Let's see.  If -- what was that
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  1    oil spill in Louisiana or somewhere like that?  Deepwater

  2    Horizon.  I'm pretty sure if somebody had said something

  3    like before you guys start that oil drill up here in the

  4    deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, will

  5    you guys have homes prepared for those that want to leave

  6    the area?  And if you guys do have a drill out there, if

  7    there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, like, move

  8    some people if they want to move because, you know, like

  9    it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the

 10    land.  And are you prepared to -- not only for the oil

 11    spill but, you know, some people might say, oh, man, I

 12    don't know if I want to stay here.  Are you guys going to

 13    have homes ready, like Anchorage, inland somewhere?

 14    Because I'm pretty sure that Exxon would have, like,

 15    thousands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if,

 16    you know, somebody like me said something like, hey, you

 17    got homes prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?

 18    And does it matter what we say?  Are you guys still going

 19    to go out there and drill or what?

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Those are good

 21    questions.

 22                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I mean, you hand me the

 23    mike and I got something to say, too.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  If you've

 25    got something to say, we want to hear it.
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  1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I said it.  Thank you.

  2                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  Sophie Henry, for the

  3    record.  I'm a member of the Native Village of Point Lay

  4    or the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  And if all

  5    this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero

  6    discharge and all that.  Well, it's like buying a new car.

  7    Everything you get is brand-new.  It's not going to leak,

  8    but over time it leaks, you see.  And that's just going to

  9    cause a problem and it's just going to be a rolling effect

 10    of more problems, of course.

 11              And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince

 12    William Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mobil [sic], you know,

 13    that problem just -- it's still a devastation in that area

 14    for them, and if -- you know, if they were to drill out

 15    here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they

 16    even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice,

 17    you know, what's there, like year-round?  You know all of

 18    that?  You know all that?  It's good stuff.

 19              Anyways, you know, like the famous question I

 20    have been seeing all over when they first started talking

 21    about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in

 22    ice; under ice, in the ice.  You know, how do you clean

 23    all that up?  And if -- there is just -- it's just

 24    irritating.

 25              Anyways, also I wanted to know, like, you know,
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  1    kind of like what Willard said when he said that the

  2    subsistence and stuff, they are our way of life.  It's our

  3    tradition.  It's the way we live.  And it's what the

  4    Elders lived off of hundreds of years ago.  We didn't

  5    have, you know, what we have now at the stores.  And we --

  6    you know, if the Elders nowadays lose all of that stuff,

  7    you know, the living Elders we have now, they are going

  8    to -- if they can't have their -- if they lose their food,

  9    their way of life what they grew up on, pretty much the

 10    oil companies are basically, you know, letting the

 11    Elders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the

 12    food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on,

 13    it's just a rolling effect of our life.

 14              And you know, it's just something we don't -- if

 15    you asked me like ten years ago before I moved to Point

 16    Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'm for offshore drilling, I'm

 17    for it.  Well, I moved up here nine years ago.  For the

 18    first time I hunt.  So I know, you know, what it is like

 19    to have the food.  I know how to hunt now.  I know how to

 20    provide for my family.

 21              My kids are going to be eight and five.  And

 22    like my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou,

 23    you know, beluga, whale.  He prefers that over, like, your

 24    food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy.  My son

 25    prefers our food.  And if he doesn't have that, well, when
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  1    he becomes a father, how is he going to have that for his

  2    family?

  3              It's just basically the oil companies want to

  4    rob us of our lives basically is how I feel.  And you

  5    know, with them doing that and killing off what we learned

  6    to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically

  7    in a way taking away our identity to a certain extent.

  8              And I just -- I oppose offshore drilling 100

  9    percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to make

 10    the decisions to do this, I suggest them to actually come

 11    here, rather than living in Washington making all these

 12    decisions -- how would they like it if, like, our

 13    community tells them how to live their lives and take away

 14    what they love?  They wouldn't like that just as much as

 15    we don't like them taking away our mammals.

 16              And it's wrong.  It's stupid.  And they

 17    shouldn't have a say.  They should obviously look at the

 18    communities.  And everybody that I know and I've heard,

 19    they all say no.  We can shout as loud as we want, no, no,

 20    no, and they are still trying to come around and ask

 21    questions, like we are not going to change our minds.  Why

 22    do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities,

 23    it's this, it's that?  So what?  You know, we can -- we --

 24    so what?

 25              You know, we would rather -- we would rather our
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  1    whales, we would rather everything else.  They shouldn't

  2    have the right to make the decision to take our lives,

  3    basically.  They shouldn't have the right to take away our

  4    mammals, our -- you know, it's just our way of life.  It's

  5    our ancestors' traditions.  It's everything.  Just like we

  6    don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't --

  7    we don't get to take away what they love.  They shouldn't

  8    have the right to take ours is what I wanted to say.

  9              Thank you.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.  I'm

 11    going to get everybody.  We are going to take a break, but

 12    we have to go around first.  Two folks here.  Okay.  I

 13    want to go over here.  Thank you.

 14                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Good evening.

 15    Robert Lisbourne, for the record.  I am against offshore

 16    drilling, any kind, because the person who I am today is

 17    who I stand for.  I am Inupiat.  We are Inupiat.  We -- we

 18    have been hunting.  We have the traditions we had for

 19    thousands of years.  We live off the land.  We live off

 20    our food.  It's just a blessing to be Inupiat.  And I'd

 21    just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know,

 22    for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.

 23              I would just hate to see my kids and my

 24    grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean

 25    and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just --
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  1    it's just a continuous food chain that we need.  So

  2    anything happen out there or in there, that chain is just

  3    going to break, and we will be lost without it.  It's who

  4    we are and what we love to do.

  5              And thanks for coming to Point Lay.  I'm just

  6    against the offshore drilling.

  7                    MR. SCOTT GUYER:  My name is Scott Guyer,

  8    G-U-Y-E-R.  I work for the North Slope Science Initiative.

  9    I was in town today for another meeting and was invited to

 10    come tonight, and I'm happy to be here.  Glad to listen to

 11    all the comments and understand what the community feels

 12    about this subject.  And I work for the director, and I

 13    will be taking information back to him and discussing what

 14    was said here to him.  So don't really have any comment

 15    myself.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then I think -- and

 17    sir?  I don't want to forget you.

 18                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.:  Hello.  Good

 19    evening.  Warren Lampe, Senior, lifelong year-round

 20    subsistence hunter, subsistence user.  Like everybody

 21    said, talking about all the children that are going to be

 22    growing up before -- you know, after us, we want them to

 23    use, you know, our land and our sea just like I did when I

 24    was a child when my parents were out there hunting and

 25    providing for us.  I have been in this lifestyle all my
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  1    life, and I don't think it will ever change.  I want it

  2    not to change.  Just like everybody else who talk on the

  3    mike tonight, I'm in full opposition of offshore oil, oil.

  4    So -- and I'd like to give thanks and welcome to our

  5    visitors here.  They have a good voice.  Their voice is

  6    heard.  It gives us ideas, gives us information.

  7              I do serve on the North Slope Borough Fish &

  8    Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue.  And with

  9    Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, I

 10    think we are the closest community, so we are in

 11    opposition.  We are very worried about an oil spill.  It

 12    is inevitable.  I mean, it's going to happen, you know,

 13    here now or, you know, there later.  I mean, it will

 14    happen.

 15              I understand that they don't have the proper

 16    equipment to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean.  I

 17    know just recently they had started their -- they had

 18    started these science projects out here in our ocean and

 19    in our land.  I mean, that was just started recently.  And

 20    it's good to hear that, you know, we have all these

 21    corporations going around trying to get information from

 22    the people who lived here for 1,000 years or more, more

 23    than that.  And we have -- you know, we have all this

 24    information in our head.

 25              And I'm glad to see that there is people coming
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  1    getting comments from us, getting the information from us

  2    that it's not written down.  Nothing is -- none of this is

  3    written down on paper.  And it's -- it's hard.  It's hard

  4    for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill

  5    because that will change everybody's life here.  We

  6    wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oil

  7    drilling.  We would like to see onshore drilling as much

  8    as possible.

  9              I think everywhere you go they will have

 10    opposition for the offshore drilling.  And I'd like to see

 11    more voices.  I'd like to see more -- more people talking,

 12    more people telling us what they know and what some of us

 13    don't know.  So the more information we are getting into

 14    the meetings, I think the better off, but in some ways I

 15    think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oil

 16    developments, we are just not going to stop them.

 17              We need to find -- I mean, they need to come up

 18    with some kind of oil spill response that will work,

 19    actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a

 20    spill, stop it from coming ashore, try to contain it in

 21    the little area that's already affected.  I think that's

 22    one of the biggest worries that I have is oil spill

 23    containment and cleanup because it's inevitable.  It will

 24    happen in small amounts or in large amounts.  It doesn't

 25    matter.
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  1              That's -- that's contaminating our food out

  2    there.  It's like our garden.  It's like you using

  3    pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are

  4    trying to eat.  It's the same thing.  It's killing off a

  5    lot of things.

  6              But I am in full opposition of offshore

  7    drilling.  I have been living off the land my whole life.

  8              I can't really think of anything else to say,

  9    but welcome.  Thank you for coming, getting information,

 10    and I really hope -- I really hope it's heard.  I hope our

 11    voice is heard, and not only heard but put into the

 12    thought and make them think about -- think about these

 13    things that they are trying to get information on, not

 14    just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.

 15              You know, we -- I'd like to see some like -- I'd

 16    like to have them notify us, you know, talk to us back,

 17    not just us talking to them and telling them, you know,

 18    what we think.  I think they should -- I think they should

 19    -- I think we should hear their voice back after they get

 20    all this information.  And after we give the information,

 21    I think we could get some information back on what is

 22    going to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this

 23    stuff that we talked about.  That would be a lot -- that

 24    would be a real positive thing.

 25              As I said, I'm in full opposition.  I like -- I
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  1    love my subsistence way of life.  And it's never going to

  2    stop for me.  I'm just hoping and I'm praying that it's

  3    not going to stop for our future generations that are

  4    going to come.

  5              I know there has been a lot of fighting for the

  6    way of life that we live.  You know, the oil drills up on

  7    the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they

  8    try to take away our bowhead living.  They are trying

  9    to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, like

 10    populations of all of our animals, and they are trying to

 11    take actions before they -- before they come up with any

 12    kind of results.  You know, it's nice for people to come

 13    up here and get the information from the people who

 14    actually live up here and see it every day of our lives.

 15    Even if it's the smallest animal that we see running

 16    across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.

 17    I can't put it any other way.

 18              But I really do oppose offshore oil drilling.

 19    I'm in full opposition to that.  And everybody who talked

 20    on the mike, they are in full opposition, but the way I

 21    see it, I think it's going to happen anyways.  They are

 22    going to go out there and drill offshore.  It's going to

 23    happen anyways, even without our opposition.

 24              It will help a lot for each and every entity

 25    that comes up here we can give information to and try to
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  1    get, you know, oil spill response teams in these

  2    communities that we live in.  We reside here year-round,

  3    and we are not going to move.

  4              I think me and everybody else here would like to

  5    have some good part of our population trained or at least

  6    know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.

  7    I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be

  8    trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill.  I

  9    know there is -- there is corporations that give a limited

 10    amount of people, two or three or four people, who go down

 11    and they will leave town for training, this oil spill

 12    training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- I

 13    mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.

 14              We need a community to know what's going on with

 15    the oil spill and know what to do.  I think it takes a

 16    whole community to understand that.  And I'm sure

 17    everybody in this community, if they are trained and if

 18    they know how, they will give a hand.  They will lend

 19    their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain,

 20    try to protect our way of life.

 21              That's another big thing with all this oil

 22    development.  I think every coastal community should have

 23    at least a crew of people who know how to operate

 24    machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not

 25    just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah,
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  1    well, we are going to have this contained and everything,

  2    but they are going to be providing -- they are going to

  3    say, yeah, we are bringing money up there.  We are going

  4    to clean it up, giving you money, putting people to work,

  5    but that's the people that they already have trained to do

  6    that kind of job.  And I think -- I think they should come

  7    to every community and at least train as many people as

  8    they could and get that thought in their mind so we know

  9    how to do it so we are able to do it.

 10              I think that's another big thing on this

 11    offshore drilling.  When an oil spill does happen, you

 12    know, I think every community should know what to do, not

 13    turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call

 14    people and ask, okay, what do we do?  We don't know --

 15    that would be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a

 16    community level to have nobody know what to do here.  I

 17    think that should be another strong -- another real good

 18    idea.

 19              I think I've said pretty much everything I could

 20    think of.  I'm sure there is more but, you know, I'm -- I

 21    said -- I said I think -- I think I said what counts, so

 22    welcome and thank you.  Thank you for your time.  Thank

 23    you for letting us speak.

 24              And you know, we are providing information.  So

 25    I think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to
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  1    the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups.  And we would

  2    like feedback on it.  We would like feedback.  We would

  3    like for them to, you know, at least come talk to us and

  4    tell us, okay, this is what we do for your comment that

  5    you said, you know.

  6              We need some kind of feedback for that.  We

  7    didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that

  8    we did get.  But feedback to us would be -- would be

  9    helpful.  That would be -- that would move us to the next

 10    level of understanding, to the next level of comments and

 11    everything that -- everything that we talked about so we

 12    don't keep talking about the same thing over and over.

 13              We would like to see something done about it and

 14    something -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done

 15    so they could move on to another concern.  But I think

 16    that's all I got to say.

 17              And I hope everybody came to an understanding

 18    about all that.  So thank you and good evening.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 20    Well said, and you will have a chance to speak again.  We

 21    have been at this for a while.  I know we have got to give

 22    our recorder about a ten-minute break.  So how about we

 23    take a ten-minute break.  We will all come back and go

 24    around the room again.  We won't leave until everybody is

 25    satisfied.
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  1               (A break was taken.)

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We notice it was pointed

  3    out by one of the community members that some people

  4    arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again

  5    so we are all on the same plate, I've asked Sharon to come

  6    up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so

  7    that everybody understands why we're here.

  8                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  I was just going to,

  9    rather than go -- unless you all want me to go through the

 10    flip chart again, I can just kind of summarize what we

 11    talked about.  So what's the preference?

 12                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Summarize.

 13                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  Why we are here

 14    today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ocean

 15    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, is seeking

 16    your comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental

 17    Environmental Impact Statement.  Copies are on the table.

 18    We are here because of a court litigation that was done

 19    back in 2008 prior to sale 193.  And the Court told us to

 20    go back and to readdress the concerns.

 21              So those are the three concerns we are

 22    addressing in that document is what the Court told us we

 23    had to do because our EIS was not adequate on natural gas

 24    development or on the missing information that we stated

 25    in the document.  So we have to follow the regulations and
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  1    go back and do it.

  2              In addition, after we published the draft

  3    supplemental EIS, we came up here, got the community's

  4    comments, got public comments, over 150,000 comments.

  5    We -- a lot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater

  6    Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what would

  7    happen if there was a very large oil spill.  So we went

  8    back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill.  And

  9    so that is in the document.  So not only do we have the

 10    information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we also

 11    had information on what it would be if a very large oil

 12    spill would happen.

 13              We need your comments.  We need your comments.

 14    We need any traditional knowledge to take a look at our

 15    document.  The due date for public comments and your

 16    comments are due July 11th.  We are using regulations.gov.

 17    There is information on the table on the website to how to

 18    submit your comments.  If you have got any questions on

 19    how to submit those comments, we have a telephone number

 20    to our office in Anchorage.  We are out of Anchorage,

 21    Alaska.  We are all Alaskans up here.  So you can call us

 22    and we can let you know.

 23              Again, after we take your comments, we will

 24    prepare a final supplemental environmental impact

 25    statement.  This supplements the environmental impact
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  1    statement that was done in 2007.  And it will go to the

  2    Secretary of the Interior who will make the decision

  3    whether to affirm the lease sale, the area that was

  4    offered for lease in 2008, or make some changes to it.  He

  5    can affirm the lease sale, keep the leases, or he can

  6    cancel the leases.  It's all on the table.  So he needs to

  7    go back and make that decision.

  8              Once he makes that decision, it will be filed

  9    with the Court.  The Court has asked him to make that

 10    decision by the 3rd of October.  He will make the

 11    decision.  It will be filed with the Court, and the

 12    district judge in Alaska will decide whether or not our

 13    agency has complied with the federal laws of the National

 14    Environmental Policy Act and any other federal laws that

 15    were raised in the litigation to make sure the agency met

 16    its obligation in doing that.

 17              So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  One

 19    thing I want to add.  And I heard this in this meeting and

 20    at our meeting government-to-government this afternoon and

 21    at another meeting.  Some of the Elders have said you have

 22    been coming up here for 15, 20, 30 years.  We tell you the

 23    same thing.  Well, it's not that we are coming to bother

 24    you, thinking you might change your mind, but there is a

 25    law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program
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  1    and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.

  2              While you have this requirement, you also have

  3    new administrations and new presidents and new Secretary

  4    of the Interior and all those kind of folks.  But because

  5    of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a

  6    requirement that we come back and speak with you.  So in

  7    many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that

  8    people have to come up and speak with you and make sure

  9    that's what it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that

 10    was 30 years ago, it doesn't count.  We can't do that.  We

 11    have to make sure we are talking with the communities and

 12    your voice is heard.

 13              And so it's kind of a bother.  This is the best

 14    time of the year for you.  It's gorgeous outside.  I

 15    understand belugas are coming.  The fishing is going to be

 16    great.  And here we are at a meeting.  But this is

 17    important and this is what we need.  So thank you very

 18    much.

 19              So why don't we start on this side of the room.

 20    Okay.  Sir, would you like to comment again?

 21                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  First of all, Nathan

 22    Henry.  And I'd like to apologize.  I was thinking that

 23    maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the

 24    ocean and drilling.  So I'm sorry about that.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.
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  1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  So just a scientific

  2    question.  Is the global warming a natural cause or is the

  3    global warming caused of the oil being sucked out -- like

  4    opposite from insulation.  You think that maybe that oil

  5    down there will keep it cool and it's just being sucked up

  6    and now it's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that

  7    might be cause of -- part of the cause of the global

  8    warming?

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question,

 10    and we can talk about that all night.  This is Jim Kendall

 11    speaking.  Bottom line is, no matter what's causing global

 12    climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first

 13    in the Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have

 14    to consider that in our analyses.  But the jury is out on

 15    what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is

 16    happening.

 17              You are -- right here in the Arctic it's

 18    starting first.  And we have got to deal with it in our

 19    analysis, as well.

 20                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  There has been --

 21    throughout the years and years there has been like

 22    billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground,

 23    and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place

 24    like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago

 25    or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oil
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  1    was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big

  2    major difference or there are still grounds -- there are

  3    still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to

  4    go there or are there different flowers growing out or,

  5    you know -- I know that you can't stop the global warming,

  6    but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's in the record.

  8    Thank you.

  9                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Okay.  Thank you.  Good

 10    evening.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Nathan,

 12    right?  Thank you.  Okay.  Next?

 13                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.:  Hello.  Warren

 14    Lampe, Senior, for the record again.  There was a couple

 15    thoughts that did come to mind within the short time that

 16    I had the mike.  This ocean and where they are drilling,

 17    where they propose to drill is right smack in the middle

 18    of our highway.  It's like a highway, our food highway

 19    that our animals have to migrate past us and get back.

 20    They get to their feeding grounds.  They get to their

 21    grounds that they have babies.  You know, they pass by us,

 22    and they have to pass by us to do it.

 23              With the oil spill happening out there, it's

 24    going to halt the migration.  It will reroute the

 25    migration.  It's just like when we are traveling to the
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  1    store on the highway, a tree or something accidentally

  2    falls on the highway, it's going to stop us.  It will stop

  3    us from going to the store.  Same thing it will do to the

  4    animals with the oil spill.  It will halt the migration,

  5    change the route.  And it might take years.  It might take

  6    20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this migration

  7    is going and, within that time, it will be too late.

  8              And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oil

  9    being sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our

 10    global heating, global warming, I mean, there is relevance

 11    that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they

 12    are burning it.  It makes carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide.

 13    So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, I

 14    mean, he's right.

 15              But with our ocean and the drilling, I think --

 16    I think most of their studies and I think most of their

 17    money that they are putting out for this energy, I think

 18    it should be going towards renewable energy like ocean

 19    currents.  They produce energy.  They have proven

 20    technology that we can get energy out of currents.  We

 21    have technology that we can get energy out of the wind.

 22              We have a whole bunch of technology that's

 23    proven to convert to -- converted to this renewable energy

 24    that we could use over and over, not like the oil and gas

 25    that we burn one time or -- you know, we could use the
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  1    heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery.  We

  2    could use the heat off of it.  But it's not the same.

  3              I think most of this money that they are pouring

  4    out into getting energy, I think most of it should be put

  5    to renewable energy.  I think that's another big --

  6    another big situation that, you know, they should think

  7    about and put to use, renewable energy.  With that, we

  8    could have renewable -- we could have, like, wind turbines

  9    here to have energy whenever we have wind instead of using

 10    oil all the time to heat our homes.

 11              And that's another part of the -- another part

 12    of the situation that I'm trying to understand and I'm

 13    trying -- I'm still trying to calculate it in my brain

 14    that -- all these negative effects that are going to

 15    happen to us.  And once that happens, there is pretty much

 16    no way of getting it back.  There is no way of making our

 17    life the same.  It's going to be changed, you know,

 18    probably forever.

 19              But I think a lot more money should be put into

 20    renewable energy instead of having all this wasted money

 21    of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and --

 22    because a lot of the money that they put in, it's -- it's

 23    almost like a waste to me.  They put all this money in and

 24    then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to

 25    plan.  Somebody else stops and steps in and say, no, that
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  1    can't be done.  You can't do it that way.  So all that

  2    money that they use to try to come up with all this

  3    information, it could have been used to, you know, put --

  4    put it towards renewable energy.  I think that's a big --

  5    that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be

  6    thought of more carefully, put more information into

  7    there.

  8              I think they should have a round of

  9    informational meetings about renewable energy because I

 10    think that's some -- something that -- that we would all

 11    support instead of right now we are all in opposition of

 12    offshore oil drilling, and if you come up with renewable

 13    energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy

 14    or the wind providing energy for us, that would be a whole

 15    change of story that would save our traditional cultural

 16    way of life.  It would save a whole culture, a whole group

 17    of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.

 18              I think most of us would -- we would be in

 19    support of renewable energy because we are all -- we are

 20    all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even

 21    on our land where we are opposed to oil energy, oil

 22    drilling so much, but it's more so far offshore.  We don't

 23    want it to happen.  I think they should put more --

 24    more -- more of what they have, their funds, their

 25    thoughts, their energy, put more of it into renewable

00070

  1    energy.  I think that's -- I think that would be a -- that

  2    would make a whole lot more of Alaska happy.

  3              I think that's -- that's a -- that's a big

  4    thought, too.  I think that's -- that's what should

  5    happen.  That's what should be happening because oil is

  6    going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now just

  7    like our Prudhoe Bay is running out.  We are going to run

  8    out of oil.  We are going to run out of energy.  Within

  9    that time we may have an oil spill.  We may have

 10    contamination that's irreversible.

 11              I mean, we go to renewable energy, we are -- we

 12    will be able to make use of it over and over again instead

 13    of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns

 14    off into our atmosphere.  It causes a chain reaction of

 15    negative events.

 16              And when I think in my mind, I think we could

 17    use this -- we could be going to renewable energy, and

 18    it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting

 19    as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative

 20    impacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and

 21    getting it ready for us to use and making it useful for us

 22    to burn safely.

 23              I think -- I think they should turn their head

 24    the other way, turn it away from offshore oil drilling and

 25    put -- you know, face the renewable energy because the oil
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  1    is going to run out.  Our wind won't run out.  Our water

  2    currents, they may change, but they are still going to be

  3    there, not like the oil.  You know, it's going to

  4    disappear.  It's going to be gone.  So that's a big

  5    thought.

  6              I think more -- more thought, more energy, more,

  7    you know, information should be put towards renewable

  8    energy.  That's something we would be in support of

  9    because everybody -- I'm -- I think everybody that you --

 10    everywhere you go there is going to be opposition.  There

 11    is going to be strong opposition for offshore oil

 12    drilling.

 13              So if that could make it to, you know, the

 14    decisionmakers up there to -- I think they should change

 15    direction and start -- start developing renewable energy.

 16    That's a big thing because I think a lot of us would be in

 17    support of that.  So that's a thought I had in mind.

 18              So thank you very much.

 19                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Good evening.  Leo

 20    Ferreira, III, for the record.  I just wanted to get out

 21    some stuff that I kind of left out.  I can't remember

 22    everything, but I just wanted to touch a little bit on

 23    science and the studies that's been going on.  I don't

 24    think the lease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen

 25    because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of
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  1    our sea animals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our

  2    seals, and our bowhead whales.  There hasn't been a real

  3    good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an

  4    oil spill -- what the harms would be to them.  And so we

  5    need to do more baseline studies before the sale lease of

  6    193.  There needs to be more base study of our animals in

  7    the sea.

  8              And another thing that the Coast Guard, the

  9    Coast Guard ships, I already know that when they go out

 10    here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how much

 11    oil is in there, that there will only be -- I understand

 12    there will only be one ship for containment of an oil

 13    spill in case.

 14              And Warren has a point about an oil spill that

 15    the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the

 16    outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill

 17    so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster

 18    and will have more people available.  And that's just

 19    another way of generating jobs up here on the North Slope

 20    is we all live off of the land and sea year-round, whether

 21    it be berries, tutu, caribou, musk ox, polar bears, brown

 22    bears, walrus, bowhead whales, beluga, all the sea animals

 23    and land animals.  That would help protect our way of

 24    life.  So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an

 25    oil spill, we would like to have training.
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  1              And that's another reason why the sale of 193

  2    shouldn't happen because their response is going to be too

  3    slow, especially when you have a Coast Guard ship

  4    stationed almost 1,000 miles from where we are at right

  5    now.

  6              And since there is no scientific way of cleaning

  7    up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice

  8    conditions and the harsh environment out here in the

  9    Arctic Circle, if there is an oil spill that's going to

 10    affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our

 11    beluga, our walrus, even our sea birds that migrate out

 12    here when springtime has arrived, and also fall time is

 13    what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way

 14    of life as we know it to this day.

 15              And I feel that government is not capable of

 16    replacing our way of life for the great dollar.  Right now

 17    that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this

 18    village.  We live off of welfare around here, and the

 19    biggest job is the North Slope Borough, and that's about

 20    20 percent of this village workforce.  And the rest of us

 21    are on welfare.

 22              I don't think sale 193 should happen until some

 23    of these other issues are dealt with and more studies

 24    being done just in case there is an oil spill and we have

 25    to clean it up.  We feel like we shouldn't have to pay the
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  1    price for an oil spill and then end up living off of

  2    welfare because the oil spill has taken away our way of

  3    life out here in the ocean because we already know oil

  4    kills off and kills off on land.  It's going to kill off

  5    worse in the water.  And it's not just going to affect the

  6    state of Alaska Natives.  It's going to affect everybody

  7    up here in the Arctic Circle.  It's going to chart a chain

  8    reaction.

  9              Just like with global warming, it's already

 10    starting a chain reaction.  It's just the State ain't

 11    going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have

 12    a change in environment up here because of global warming.

 13    So I hope that the federal government listens to our

 14    comments and takes into consideration that what we have to

 15    say will help make these rules and regulations for the

 16    offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal government

 17    with the oil industry.

 18              Our ecosystem out here is very sensitive to

 19    pollutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise

 20    activity.  We already know; knowledge already tells us and

 21    our ancestors already told us, and we even see it

 22    ourselves and we live the life.  We would be disturbing

 23    our animals and changing our migration routes.  Warren has

 24    a point there when he talks about the oil having an affect

 25    on our animals.  He's right.  It will change the
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  1    migration, or we might not even be able to harvest our

  2    animals because of an oil spill.

  3              And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up

  4    an oil spill.  And we would very much like to see them

  5    have some kind of way of assuring us that in case there is

  6    an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oil

  7    spill.  And we don't want to lose our way of life because

  8    we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away

  9    our way of life.  We already know.  But we know we have to

 10    try to balance things out and work with the federal

 11    government and work with the Obama Administration so we

 12    can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put

 13    into effect so we could try to help our way of life and

 14    sustain it the way we all come to an understanding.

 15              So I oppose sale 193.  And thank you.

 16                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  Boy, I'd like to thank

 17    Point Lay.  You guys say the same thing Point Hope says.

 18    You guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said.  And you

 19    guys say same thing -- I have been listening to this for

 20    20 years.  Every time BOEMRE comes to our communities to

 21    talk about offshore leases, Point Hope always say no.

 22    It's been -- my father was against offshore activity, and

 23    I'm strongly against offshore activity.

 24              I had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it

 25    happened, and I witnessed the government, the oil
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  1    companies not really doing anything to try to stop that

  2    spill at the Gulf.  I seen some birds that I haven't seen

  3    in a long time, and I seen some birds I will never see

  4    again, like what has happened with the Exxon Valdez oil

  5    spill.

  6              One good comment I heard tonight was Mr. Lampe.

  7    He wanted feedback.  He wanted BOEMRE to come back and

  8    explain about the comments that Salazar will be looking

  9    at.  So you see, Mr. Kendall, I think the Village of Point

 10    Lay would like you to come back and explain about your

 11    comment -- about their comments and how you are going to

 12    submit it to Salazar.

 13              Before October's decision, I'd like to take all

 14    the tribal council members to Washington, D.C. when he's

 15    going to make his decision.  And my goal is to pick up a

 16    resolution from all the tribal villages about opposition

 17    to offshore activity.

 18              We all know in the past North Slope Borough has

 19    been doing a lot of research in which our communities has

 20    to have anything to say about.  Even though we have got a

 21    North Slope Borough Wildlife Commission, our communities

 22    always ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.

 23    So we in the communities don't really trust the North

 24    Slope Borough or the State of Alaska.  We trust ourselves

 25    because our traditional knowledge is very strong, and we
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  1    carry on for years.  We don't write in the book.  Our

  2    ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by

  3    words.

  4              I thank you very much from the bottom of my

  5    heart about your comments.  It's very strong, make me feel

  6    real good that you guys are against offshore activity.

  7    I'm going to do a radio talk show at KBRW like I did at

  8    KOTZ, making my report what kind of meeting you had at

  9    Point Lay, what kind of meeting we had at Point Hope and

 10    what kind of meeting we had at Kotzebue.  Hopefully I'll

 11    be able to make it to Wainwright.

 12              I haven't heard anything much about baseline

 13    studies about our wildlife, but all I heard was oil spill.

 14    Everywhere I go to, we talk about oil spill.  So you see,

 15    I'll send a message to Salazar, Mr. Salazar, people of the

 16    Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part

 17    of the ecosystem in the Arctic, want to protect the

 18    wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the

 19    people for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our

 20    cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our

 21    people united, wildlife that would make our people work to

 22    good and be stronger.

 23              So you see, Mr. Salazar, we are in heavy

 24    protection.  We need heavy protection from oil development

 25    in the Arctic; not only oil development, but the
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  1    transportation routes coming from Europe going to Asia

  2    from the Northwest Passage.

  3              So thank you, Mr. Salazar, for accepting my

  4    request.  Thank you.

  5                    MS. JOANNE NEAKOK:  I'll share this.

  6    JoAnne Neakok, for the record.  I just want to share that

  7    I'd like to support my grandchildren and my children and

  8    my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is

  9    decided for whatever they can use for energy, you know, I

 10    really -- I really oppose offshore drilling myself.

 11              But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.

 12    And we are so spoiled, like someone mentioned here,

 13    because we can just turn on a light switch and we don't

 14    have to hang dry our clothes.  And we don't have to, you

 15    know, walking for transportation, but I -- I really feel

 16    that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we

 17    are being attacked either way.

 18              And I love going out to the ocean with my

 19    husband.  We share a lot of good times out there.  Brings

 20    us joy to our family when we bring home something from the

 21    ocean.  And when the captains bring home a whale, it's a

 22    happy occasion for the community.  It brings the community

 23    together stronger, and we are able to work with each other

 24    hand in hand.  And it's a blessing, the ocean.  It brings

 25    life to everyone, you know.
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  1              For me it was scary to even ride out there on an

  2    18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or

  3    the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, I think

  4    about how mighty God is out there, controlling the waves.

  5    And you know, I say a prayer for anyone that goes out to

  6    hunt, that God will just bring them home safely.  I'm sure

  7    everyone does that in the community, not only myself and

  8    Willard or, you know, other families.

  9              And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry

 10    about hunters out in the wintertime.  We are having to go

 11    search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and look for

 12    the person.  And that's, you know, gas, using gas.

 13              But I wanted to say that sharing our food from

 14    the ocean is always a blessing to bring people together,

 15    and that's a strong, you know -- I think it's strong

 16    enough to say that it pulls the families together.  But I

 17    want to share from Genesis I, Verse 10.  "And God called

 18    the dry and earth and the gathering together of the

 19    waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good."  And

 20    I -- I see it that way.  You know, it's a blessing.

 21              Thank you.

 22                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  My name is Willard

 23    Neakok, for the record.  I have three more items that are

 24    related to offshore drilling which I'm in opposition.  But

 25    first, you know, a few people would look out the window.

00080

  1    Look at the sky.  Fifty years ago, for those that remember

  2    those days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky

  3    wasn't that light.  What is it?  Maybe powder blue.

  4              Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago,

  5    maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that.  If

  6    you look at the childhood pictures where your parents are

  7    taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute.  I want to take

  8    this picture.  And if you look in the background, look at

  9    the sky.  You know, for us, 50 years plus, look at our

 10    childhood pictures.  Look at the sky.  You will see the

 11    difference.  They were a lot bluer than that, all because

 12    of emissions from fossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't

 13    regulated, car engines that weren't tuned up.  And I'm

 14    sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they look

 15    outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day.  Fifty years

 16    ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a lot more

 17    bluer than what we see today.

 18              Just think about it.  Even pictures back in the

 19    days, you look at them, you will see the sky a lot more

 20    bluer, more colorful, you know.  We are seeing a blue

 21    planet from a satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet;

 22    but then a lot of people don't think of looking up and

 23    seeing blue sky no more.  I noticed that like maybe 20

 24    years ago.  Our skies are changing.

 25              Why is that?  And nowadays, learning from
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  1    emissions from fossil fuels unregulated, you know,

  2    emissions from all the different countries that we have.

  3              But three other things that I wanted to mention

  4    is the sound that your drill rig will make.  I'm going to

  5    use Kivalina as a subject.  Thirty years ago, you know,

  6    they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.

  7    Before then, you know, they had belugas, they had whales

  8    migrating through their ocean.

  9              And then they built that Red Dog port, and all

 10    the noise coming from that port was affecting the

 11    migration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.

 12    Now they have to go 30 miles north just to try and harvest

 13    belugas, bowheads.  They never had that problem before

 14    sound start being emitted from the ships that are going in

 15    to Red Dog port.

 16              And if we have that up here, you know, right

 17    where lease 193 is going to be, who knows what our

 18    migration route is going to be for the bowheads or

 19    belugas.

 20              You know, sound travels quite a ways on the

 21    water, a lot more further than on land.  Another thing

 22    that's why I'm in opposition of offshore drilling.

 23              Another thing is where sale 193 is, I had to ask

 24    Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam.  I had to ask

 25    him what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal.  And
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  1    right there on the north side of where they want to drill,

  2    the south side of it is where the current goes.  And on

  3    the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.

  4    They got clams, they got mussels; you know, whatever they

  5    need.  It's a small area, but that's where the walrus goes

  6    to feed.

  7              I learned that.  You know, I am a walrus

  8    commissioner.  And I just learned that just in February

  9    when we had a meeting with Shell Oil.  In fact, Shell Oil

 10    and we had an Eskimo Walrus Commission meeting almost a

 11    day apart from each other.  I learned where they wanted to

 12    drill.  Next day I learned that is where the largest

 13    concentration of clams and mussels and where the walrus

 14    feed.

 15              And if we have an oil spill, the current is

 16    going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah

 17    Shoal.  And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats

 18    that, then, you know, they are doomed.  Where are you

 19    going to go next?  That's another thing.  That's why I'm

 20    in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.

 21    It might be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the

 22    hottest -- more important that the walrus has been using

 23    for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.

 24    Now they have to swim 60 plus miles just to come to land

 25    and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go
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  1    feed.

  2              Losing one thing just because we want to gain

  3    another, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know,

  4    have lights, have gas to run around by boat, snowmachine,

  5    aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are

  6    in opposition.  We are trying to balance everything.

  7    That's why, you know, we say what I've heard here tonight,

  8    you know.  Let's deplete whatever is on land.  There is

  9    ANWR.  There is all different other places here in the --

 10    or the Lower 48, I should say, that there might be

 11    potential for oil.  Canada, even.

 12              We are so dependent on trying to provide our own

 13    United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know,

 14    producing our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we

 15    still order from, you know, other different countries.

 16    And now we have a small version of, you know, oil

 17    producing at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably,

 18    what, 15 percent of the United States consuming oil.

 19              That's another thing.  I like the idea of, you

 20    know, renewable energy, you know.  We are in the 21st

 21    century.  Why can't we produce something to -- that will

 22    be renewable, something that we can use to run our

 23    generators, run our snowmachines, run our boats?  We have

 24    technology out there.

 25              It's like Warren said, let's use that money to
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  1    try and find something that we can renew every -- even if

  2    we have -- you know, we have cell phones.  We have

  3    cameras.  We have, you know, renewable, rechargeable

  4    batteries.  Why can't we do something to substitute fossil

  5    fuels?

  6              Someday we are going to run out.  That's why we

  7    need the technology to recognize and figure out what we

  8    can use to renew our way that we are so used to.

  9              When we first came here, you know, we had to go

 10    find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our homes.  We had

 11    to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a

 12    little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.

 13    You know, we are accustomed to it.  It was introduced to

 14    us.

 15              Now, you know, with the technology we have

 16    today, I'm sure that, you know, scientists -- you know,

 17    somebody will come up with something that we can use

 18    rather than it will be there forever.  Maybe someday our

 19    skies will start turning darker blue than what we see now.

 20              And I think the last thing I was going to talk

 21    about was what are we going to do if -- if this

 22    exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case

 23    scenario of large oil spill.  We don't have the capability

 24    of having staging areas for booms, for vessels.  Closest

 25    one is, what, Kodiak.  Or Prudhoe Bay.  They have a small
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  1    one, but not enough to contain what may have happened like

  2    in Prince William Sound or the Gulf of Mexico.  Where are

  3    we going to stage it?

  4              I go out one day and start seeing big containers

  5    of boom, big, you know, boats out there.  We have like

  6    six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and

  7    every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of

  8    every summer.  We utilize almost every one of them.  You

  9    know, where are we going to -- might take four or five

 10    days before we finally reach or they finally reach with

 11    adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.

 12              Sure, Shell said that they are going to have

 13    boom close enough on their different ships.  They are

 14    going to have boom.  But what if it's bigger than the

 15    Exxon/Mobile [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big

 16    as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico?  They don't have

 17    enough containment booms to take care of the oil spill.

 18    Where are we going to stay?  Take four or five days for,

 19    you know, a ship to come up with enough containment.

 20              I heard somebody say, what about the oil under

 21    the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.

 22    We have a lot of moving ice out there.  We have a lot of

 23    underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on

 24    the surface of the ice.  You know, who knows where it's

 25    going to go?  Oil companies say, yes, we have the
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  1    technology on how to do it.  But how are they going to do

  2    it underneath the ice?  Oil is lighter than water, and it

  3    can travel with the current.

  4              That's why I said earlier, you know, all the

  5    other coastal villages on the west coast of Alaska are

  6    going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing,

  7    tar balls being washed ashore.  I heard about plankton,

  8    the micro-organisms.  It's going to domino effect to --

  9    from micro-organisms to the bowhead.  It will do that,

 10    like I said again earlier, we lose everything.  We lose

 11    our way of life.  Like what I heard from Sophie, we lose

 12    our identity.  We lose our identity because we take care

 13    of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us.  We need to

 14    take care of the ocean.  If we lose that, you know, we

 15    lose our identity.  We are going to have to live off the

 16    land.

 17              A lot of people -- we need different foods.  We

 18    get tired of hamburger, pizza.  That gets monotonous.

 19    Getting tired of this land-based food or McDonald's or

 20    Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever.  It gets old.  We

 21    need something different in our diet.  That's where the

 22    ocean comes in.  If we lose our ocean, we lose everything.

 23              And I hope that Mr. Salazar will hear our voice,

 24    understand what is going to happen if we have an oil

 25    spill.  I hope he understands that traditional knowledge
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  1    that has been passed on to us from generation to

  2    generation by word of mouth.  If he hears that, I hope,

  3    you know, he does not make this a reality because we are

  4    the ones that are going to lose.  We are the ones that are

  5    going to lose.  We are going to be going to the store.  We

  6    are going to be going inland.

  7              But yet, you know, we have currents that go up,

  8    or rivers from the ocean.  Can go at least maybe 15 miles

  9    inland before we, you know, when I first moved here, we

 10    had to go inland to get fresh water.  Sometimes we had to

 11    travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the

 12    water, still a little salty.  We have to go further up.

 13    You know, if we don't have containment booms, we have

 14    currents that go inland from the ocean, it's going to

 15    affect whatever animals that we have in land, too.  That's

 16    a scary thought.

 17              But those -- like I said when I first started

 18    speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see

 19    our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when

 20    I'm talking about.  I just hope that Mr. Salazar will make

 21    the right decision so we can pass the traditional

 22    knowledge that has been passed on to us to our children,

 23    our grandchildren, and hope they also pass their knowledge

 24    that they learned from us to continue to do the things

 25    that we have enjoyed here in the small village.  That way
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  1    they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you

  2    know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years

  3    and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.

  4              Change of diet, change of food.  Once in a while

  5    we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the land

  6    and off the ocean, you know.  That is what we use the

  7    most.  There is natural resources, the natural foods, that

  8    has been provided by -- we don't over harvest.  We

  9    don't -- waste anything.

 10              So you know, I hope Mr. Salazar hears our

 11    testimonies, not only from this village, but any other

 12    villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are

 13    talking about.  I hope that Mr. Salazar makes the right

 14    decision.  Thank you.

 15                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  This is Sophie Henry

 16    again.  Just to add on kind of what Willard was just

 17    saying, but from my experience -- I moved up here nine

 18    years ago.  And nine years ago when I came up here, there

 19    was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.

 20    We had to chase them off of the runway for the plane to

 21    land.  I mean, it was overloaded with caribou.

 22              And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coal

 23    mine and they started having a helicopter, and traffic

 24    went back and forth.  Well, that -- you know, that changed

 25    the migration of the caribou, so that pretty much robbed
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  1    our community of harvesting those caribou.  Well, now,

  2    Washington or Shell Oil or whoever wants to, they want to

  3    drill out here in our ocean.

  4              Well, if they change the migration of our

  5    whales, all our mammals, you know, we might never get to

  6    hunt that again.  They may never come back up here.  We

  7    may never see them.  We may never -- we might not ever get

  8    to eat any of that food again.  So they are pretty much

  9    put in like a teetertotter.  Yeah, it's a good thing for

 10    them to -- you know, for Alaska, I guess you should say,

 11    to drill for the money, but they rob us of our food and

 12    our way of life and our tradition, you know.

 13              And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they

 14    are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and

 15    pray that they listen to the communities and, you know,

 16    give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and

 17    the way our ancestors lived.  And hopefully, you know, we

 18    see the other side where we can, you know, continue to

 19    live this way and not get robbed of our mammals.  You

 20    know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition

 21    and our way of life.  It would just be nice for once our

 22    voices get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just,

 23    you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would

 24    be a lot better than offshore, I should say.  But that's

 25    all.
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  1                    MR. WILLIAM TRACEY, JR.:  William Tracey,

  2    Junior.  Inupiat name is Aqpaaqtuaq, named after my aaka,

  3    grandmother Dorcus Neakok.  I was born in Barrow, raised

  4    here in Point Lay all my life.  Went hunting.  I almost

  5    lived like a nomadic life when I was a kid with my

  6    grandparents.  We would travel up and down the coast by

  7    boat.  Warren Lampe could attest to this.  He was there

  8    for a lot of it, also.

  9              We traveled by boat.  We lived in a tent.  And

 10    what we caught was our dinner, our lunch, our breakfast;

 11    bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks,

 12    eggs, fish.  And we would hunt these animals, get our

 13    fill, come back here, put them in the cellar and do it all

 14    over again, camping up and down the coast from Icy Cape to

 15    Kutchiaq.

 16              Wintertime we would continue that.  We would go

 17    to land into it ice fishing and caribou hunting.  During

 18    the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too

 19    hot or too many mosquitoes to butcher the caribou.  We

 20    would load the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and

 21    find a piece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the

 22    ice.  This would be June, July, all the way in August we

 23    would have floating ice.  We don't see that too much

 24    anymore.

 25              Now, I grew up hunting beluga and walrus, and
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  1    noise pollution is a big thing when it comes to beluga.

  2    Learning from our mistakes, we banned the use of ATVs on

  3    the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise

  4    from the ATV will carry into the water and scare the

  5    beluga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to

  6    herd the beluga.  And we also banned any aircraft flying

  7    over the ocean or the lagoon during this time of the

  8    season because the noise of the plane will scare the

  9    beluga out and away.  So we have our president out with

 10    Era Aviation to stay away from our hunting areas for

 11    beluga.

 12              I hear a lot of people saying the ocean and land

 13    is like our garden.  I don't know how many people in the

 14    U.S. have a garden anymore.  More and more people are used

 15    to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway.  I like to look at it

 16    this way:  The land is my Safeway, and the ocean is my

 17    Sam's Club.  I get all my bulk foods from the ocean, and I

 18    get my canned goods and baked goods from the land.  Just

 19    another way to understand how we use our land and water.

 20              People talk about the ocean getting polluted if

 21    there is an oil spill, all the animals and vegetation in

 22    the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the

 23    waters surrounding the spill.  We see it on TV.  Every

 24    time there is a spill, they are cleaning animals.  I don't

 25    know how it would look if you see some people dressed up

00092

  1    in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a

  2    walrus, even caribou.

  3              If the lagoon got contaminated with oil, our

  4    whole entire Western Arctic herd uses our lagoon to get

  5    away from the heat and the mosquitoes.  You will see the

  6    entire herd sitting in the lagoon.  They will cross the

  7    lagoon and walk on the spit where there is less mosquitoes

  8    and more wind.  They will cross the inlets in whole herds.

  9    And I couldn't even imagine losing that whole herd of

 10    caribou, a catastrophe like that would happen.

 11              So thank you.  Good evening.

 12                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Hi.  This is Marie

 13    Tracey again.  Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you

 14    are listening -- and I'm sure you have listened to all of

 15    us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it

 16    may affect our life, our food chain.  And I would like you

 17    to please be our hero.  We will be waiting for your

 18    comment on what we have said from our little Native

 19    Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government.  And I'm

 20    so happy to be talking to you.  I sure wish you could talk

 21    back to me right now, but be our hero.

 22              Thank you for listening to us and sending these

 23    people here to Point Lay.  They are getting bit by

 24    mosquitoes, but I'm sure they don't mind.  Good evening.

 25                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam.  Folks
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  1    have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how

  2    important the ocean and the land is.  And so I'm not going

  3    to add much to that.  I don't think that's kind of the

  4    role for my voice, anyway.

  5              But I would like to say a couple more things

  6    specifically about the EIS and the ways that I think it --

  7    the agency should re-evaluate, redo the EIS between the

  8    draft stage here and the final stage.

  9              The first thing is lots of folks have talked

 10    about the need for information and that there is more

 11    information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.

 12    However, it's also true that we need to use the

 13    information that's at hand correctly.

 14              And so, for an example, on page 106 under the

 15    section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas

 16    production, it says, gray whales, bowhead whales and

 17    humpback whales have been shown to -- "that received

 18    levels of impulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to

 19    cause avoid avoidance behavior."  And this is just not

 20    true.  The bowheads are actually much more sensitive to

 21    sound.  And the available literature says they avoid

 22    received levels of industrial sound oftentimes down to 120

 23    dB.  So the statement here is misleading at best, and

 24    please make sure that the right information is used to

 25    evaluate what the potential impacts are from the
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  1    activities under the EIS.

  2              Mitigation measures, there is a section in here

  3    that's not very thorough, and it references back to the

  4    original 193 EIS.  And there are some things that have

  5    been said today that I would like to reemphasize that the

  6    agency needs to consider as mitigation measures.

  7              Zero discharge is one of them.  Shell has agreed

  8    to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't

  9    agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea.  And that

 10    should be a standard mitigation for both areas.  Certainly

 11    some discharge occurs early on in the topple, but muds and

 12    cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those

 13    types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean

 14    because it's people's gardens or Sam's Clubs, or whatever

 15    it might be.  So zero discharge is a best available

 16    technology that Norway implements and should be

 17    implemented here, as well.

 18              Many times beluga hunters here in Point Lay in

 19    the past have told me they don't want any industrial

 20    activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or

 21    until the beluga hunt has occurred.  So that should be a

 22    standard mitigation to protect the beluga hunting here in

 23    Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the belugas

 24    themselves.

 25              No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after
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  1    the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of

  2    July.  Folks have talked about walruses and seals hauling

  3    out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.

  4    Mitigation measures need to be in place to make sure that

  5    those walruses aren't disturbed, that stampedes aren't

  6    occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane

  7    traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas.  Lots

  8    of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea.  They need to be

  9    protected from oil spills especially, but also from

 10    colliding with ships.  So the appropriate lighting needs

 11    to be a standard mitigation measure in the EIS.

 12              In the fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are

 13    starting to hunt bowhead whales.  The ice in the

 14    springtime isn't as good as it used to be.  So it's harder

 15    for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring.  So

 16    Wainwright is an example.  They hunted a bowhead last fall

 17    for the first time in a long, long, long time.  Point Lay

 18    has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.

 19              So there needs to be a closing date or a window

 20    when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in

 21    order to allow for bowheads to be available to the

 22    communities here for hunting.

 23              Many people have talked about oil spills, and I

 24    don't need to go into that too much more, although I would

 25    like to add one thing.  The Deepwater Horizon incident
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  1    showed that oil companies aren't prepared to respond to a

  2    large oil spill, even though they say they are.  In

  3    reality, things just don't work the way they would like

  4    to.

  5              I think the same is true here for the Arctic.  I

  6    think if oil companies are allowed to drill -- or before

  7    they are allowed to drill, they should demonstrate their

  8    ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water

  9    seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered

 10    season.  So more emphasis needs to be put on the ability

 11    of companies to respond to an oil spill showing that they

 12    can clean it up.

 13              I'm pleased that BOEMRE decided to evaluate the

 14    impacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  And

 15    there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to

 16    respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to

 17    respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that

 18    matter.  We don't know a lot about the surface -- water

 19    circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's

 20    really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or

 21    the fate of spilled oil.  What beaches might it end up on?

 22    And that information will help for deploying oil spill

 23    cleanup equipment before an accident happens.

 24              I know that your agency, Jim, is trying to

 25    gather some of that information, but a lot more is needed
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  1    before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work

  2    out there.

  3              The issue of dispersants and how the dispersants

  4    themselves affect the animals, the plants and mammals in

  5    the ocean is needed.  And are dispersants actually better

  6    than just letting the oil be out there by itself?  These

  7    are really important questions that remain to be answered.

  8    And if people are going to dump dispersants on the oil but

  9    it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be

 10    considered.  So we need more information before we try to

 11    use things like dispersants.

 12              And finally, I wanted to make a comments on

 13    cumulative impacts.  The revised EIS has about 13 pages

 14    related to cumulative impacts.  And unfortunately, that's

 15    not sufficient, and unfortunately the cumulative impact

 16    section doesn't even include evaluation of what a large

 17    oil spill might -- how that might contribute to cumulative

 18    impacts.

 19              So even though the judge didn't tell you to

 20    evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been evaluated

 21    in the cumulative impact section, as well.  And I think

 22    that should change between now and the final EIS.

 23              That assessment, the cumulative impacts

 24    assessment section, is also not sufficient because it

 25    doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are
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  1    foreseeable, that are known.  There is oil and gas

  2    activities that are going on in both places.  I know that

  3    Russia has seismic shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this

  4    year.  Why isn't that considered in the EIS?  If I know

  5    it, certainly the federal government knows it.

  6              So please make sure that the cumulative impact

  7    section is comprehensive and does include all of the

  8    foreseeable activities that are occurring.  And those

  9    activities need to include areas where the animals that

 10    occur here, where they go to.  And that includes Russian

 11    waters and the Bering Sea.

 12              And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in

 13    Japan earlier this year, and a nuclear power plant has

 14    leaked radiation, and we have received lots of calls

 15    suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be

 16    impacting the subsistence resources.  And so my suspicion

 17    is that radioactive impacts to resources up here is

 18    probably minimal, but I think it needs to be evaluated,

 19    especially in the cumulative impacts section.  Monitoring

 20    needs to occur, and that needs to be evaluated.

 21              And then one final statement on monitoring

 22    that's in the mitigation section.  There is a statement

 23    that oil companies need to do resource-based monitoring.

 24    They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.

 25    And I think that the agency needs to require that the data
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  1    that the oil companies collect on environmental issues,

  2    not from what's happening in the drilling or what's

  3    happening -- or the data they get back from the seismic

  4    exploration, but the environmental data needs to be

  5    publicly available.  They are using a public resource, and

  6    all that information needs to be available for the public

  7    to evaluate, as well.

  8              Thank you again for hanging in here late into

  9    the evening and for taking comments from me and other

 10    folks.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are not done yet.

 12    Don't go away.  Back here.  Anyone?

 13                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Before I go, I have one

 14    more before I go.  Nathan Henry, again, before I leave.

 15    Let's see.  I think that oil spill was in Louisiana

 16    somewhere.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that --

 17    nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill,

 18    probably.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that there was

 19    going to be an oil spill, I'm sure somebody would have

 20    went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- I shouldn't

 21    say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them.

 22    I'm pretty sure that people would have went to the ocean

 23    and got as much as sea life as they could possibly get and

 24    store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.

 25              And we don't know if there is going to be an oil
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  1    spill out there or not.  Should we go out there and

  2    slaughter the animals, the sea life before the oil does

  3    or -- we don't know.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  Thank

  5    you, Nathan.

  6                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for

  7    the record.  I heard a lot of good testimonies in just a

  8    short few hours.  And I just want to let everybody know

  9    that I keep hearing we, we, we.  And when I hear that word

 10    we, we are talking about everybody, not just the Arctic.

 11    We are talking about the United States, our nation.  And

 12    just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up

 13    here, it goes around the globe.  So if we have an oil

 14    spill up here, it's not only going to affect us.  It's

 15    going to affect wherever that current is going.

 16              And I believe that, you know, God helps those

 17    who helps themselves.  So help us help you.  Let's work

 18    together.  We are united -- what's that word united means?

 19    We are as one.  So let us be a stepping stone.  We are in

 20    control.  This is our nation.  We work together, and by

 21    saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in

 22    control.

 23              Just like I mentioned earlier, let's keep

 24    drilling on land.  Let's deplete the oil on land before we

 25    even consider drilling offshore.  You know, just take the
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  1    Gulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in

  2    the ocean as we speak.  And we have a spill out here, we

  3    are going to -- we are going to modify that spill.

  4              So I just want to let who is going to decide to

  5    lease that sale, I want to let them people know that, you

  6    know, it's not only going to affect the people of the

  7    Arctic; it's going to affect them, too.

  8              And I encourage to be against offshore drilling,

  9    especially up here in the Arctic.  In that way we may

 10    encourage industries to look into conservation.  Conserve.

 11    Quit making our motors eat gas.  Make them smaller.  We

 12    are going the wrong direction.  Just like Willard was

 13    mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our

 14    fossil fuels.

 15              There was another testimony about using natural

 16    energy.  I believe that just by making this decision and

 17    not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole

 18    nation, everybody.  And I just want to let whoever is

 19    going to decide to do the lease know that you are going to

 20    affect not only us.  You are going to affect everybody;

 21    the whole nation, the whole world.  And I just want to

 22    see -- I don't want to see offshore drilling.  I don't

 23    want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through.  And I want to

 24    see conservation.  You are doing this nation a favor.  You

 25    are going to help us learn to conserve.
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  1              I mean, take, for example, our Inupiat values:

  2    Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, helping each other.

  3    Just like one testimony, talk to farmers.  Don't shut them

  4    down.  By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil

  5    industries to drill where they want to drill.  Who is in

  6    control, fossil fuel hunters or the farmers?  We are all

  7    farmers here.  Native peoples in the Arctic, we are

  8    farmers.

  9              Just like one fellow mentioned, the ocean is our

 10    garden.  You know, just look at it that way.  So we have

 11    an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our

 12    garden and it's going to ruin our nation.  We are -- we

 13    the people, we are in control.  Who is in control?  We

 14    are, not the oil industry.  So please do not drill

 15    offshore.

 16              And I hate to admit I am a former oil company

 17    employee.  And I have seen directional drilling.  Take

 18    that into consideration.  Keep the -- keep the rig on land

 19    and let them direct their drill to the oil, not -- not put

 20    ships in the water.  Take that into consideration.

 21              Thank you.

 22                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Delbert Rexford, for

 23    the record.  I'd like to echo many of the concerns that

 24    have happened.  I'd just like to add that when -- what's

 25    your name, sir?
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jim Kendall.

  2                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Jim, when you talk

  3    about 35 years of testimony, I had the privilege of being

  4    a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on

  5    over the years.  And one particular Elder was so

  6    frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since

  7    the discovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay.  He said --

  8    he told me to translate this.  (Inupiaq.)  It is time to

  9    kick those regulators and agency people in the butt.  I

 10    couldn't find the heart to translate that.  But he said

 11    translate it.

 12              And this is the frustration of 35 years of

 13    repeating our testimony, of repeating our concerns, of

 14    repeating protecting our way of life.  And when you talk

 15    about cumulative effects, you are not even considering the

 16    fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin.

 17    Cruise ships coming through Barrow, through Davis Strait

 18    and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side,

 19    estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian

 20    side in the name of international trade and cargo

 21    delivery.

 22              All these cumulative effects are not even

 23    included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease

 24    Sale 193.  And the amount of sewage or debris that may be

 25    disposed of into the sea.  And as Danny stated, all these
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  1    currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm

  2    Gulf stream or the Pacific stream, or the Bering Sea, the

  3    Arctic Ocean.

  4              Greenland is proposing to go offshore.  The U.S.

  5    Coast Guard has already identified hundreds and thousands

  6    of vessels over the years that will go through the

  7    Northwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering

  8    Straits in the name of trade and cargo.  Yet, Lease Sale

  9    193 is right on the migration path of the bowhead whale.

 10              I don't know if you receive any of John Citta's

 11    e-mails, but you should -- you should -- I think it's

 12    right smack in the middle of it.  When we had our Barrow

 13    whaling captain's association meeting, right there.  The

 14    Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission opposed the offshore

 15    development of Lease Sale 193 because of that very

 16    concern; not only that, noise pollution.

 17              University of Miami 20 years ago proved that a

 18    marine mammal can hear 100 miles away.  And when -- when

 19    then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nelson Lagoon, we had to

 20    travel 80 miles to catch whales because of just the

 21    generator running.  No exploration activity, no drilling.

 22    Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson

 23    Lagoon.  Eighty miles away we catch our whales.  And by

 24    the time we took the whales into Barrow, they were

 25    spoiled.
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  1              Is this what we can look forward to in the

  2    future?  Do we have to travel further to catch whales in

  3    the fall time and tow them in and the meat is no good by

  4    the time we get them to shore?  That's not what we want.

  5    What we want is from our country, from our nation.

  6              From Secretary Salazar what we want is the

  7    assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the

  8    ecosystem, the food chain will be all protected.  Willard

  9    so eloquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the

 10    mussel beds on the shoal.  Critical habitat.

 11              When then MMS decided to have the NPRA lease

 12    sale -- this is shocking.  When they proposed to have the

 13    NPRA northwest lease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon

 14    from Wainwright all the way to Icy Cape was critical

 15    habitat.  Oh, just a minute.  It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.

 16    It goes all the way to Kutchiaq, 100 miles of it.

 17              So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of

 18    lagoon that is considered critical habitat in their

 19    previous lease sales within NPRA?  Are they going to

 20    determine the entire 100 miles of lagoon critical habitat?

 21    That needs to be considered seriously.

 22              A lot of things have been said, but they have

 23    been said from the heart because of the concern for our

 24    garden, our air, land and sea.  Unlike any other

 25    industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.
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  1    But you take a look at the cumulative effects in Nuiqsut,

  2    surrounded by oil and gas industry.  The traditional land

  3    use areas haven't been impacted.  Now they go as far close

  4    to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were

  5    accustomed to harvesting within close proximity to

  6    Nuiqsut.

  7              Is this what we can look forward to in the event

  8    that Lease Sale 193 does occur?  Marine traffic increases,

  9    marine vessels increases, air traffic in the name of

 10    helicopter or other support, airborne traffic increases.

 11              BHP alone affected the caribou here in Point Lay

 12    when they did a short little study.  That's common

 13    knowledge in the community.  And these are concerns that

 14    we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in

 15    Wainwright, and elsewhere.

 16              I do believe that as people, my fellow tribal

 17    members as a tribal council member with the Inupiat

 18    Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about

 19    airborne pollutants, things that are emitted into the air.

 20    And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, it's

 21    cold and then so they drop into the water.  So they become

 22    waterborne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of

 23    the ocean.  Is this something that our future generations

 24    will have to live with?

 25              I think when you talk about cumulative effects,
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  1    you need to look at what the Coast Guard is saying as they

  2    work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are

  3    looking at Nome or other areas in Alaska for a deep port

  4    so that maritime vessels can even increase right through

  5    the migration, right through our ocean.

  6              These are cumulative effects that need to be

  7    weighed and considered; not just the lease sale itself,

  8    but all of these cumulative effects.  You are talking

  9    about increased emissions, carbon dioxide, carbon

 10    monoxide, other pollutants into the atmosphere.

 11              They have likened the Arctic to a canary in a

 12    mine, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive.  And

 13    this is a beluga harvesting community.  It's a whaling

 14    community.  So when Salazar weighs these things, are we

 15    another Amazon?  Are we another Indian tribe in the

 16    statistic in the future?  Are we like our Native American

 17    Indian brothers and sisters whose lands have been

 18    exploited, whose lands have been taken in the name of

 19    resource development?  Is this what we look forward to for

 20    future generations?

 21              Look at the cumulative effects.  We know that

 22    Holland, Princess and all these cruise ships -- I don't

 23    know how many people go into that cruise ship, but I'd

 24    imagine 500.  I don't know.  But that's a lot of waste

 25    that also goes into the waters.  And the United States is
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  1    working with Canada to make sure that those maritime

  2    routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our

  3    subsistence way of life, also.

  4              But I'd like to thank the community of Point

  5    Lay, you know.  I love to visit Point Lay because I get a

  6    chance to go beluga hunting, have some fresh muktuk, visit

  7    with family and friends.

  8              Just like Barrow.  I mean, Barrow is just right

  9    on -- right on the same route that this thing is going to

 10    hit.  It's one current, three currents.  Going north,

 11    going south, as Willard stated, currents underneath.

 12    Because what we do during the whaling season is that we

 13    drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice.  We go 10,

 14    20 fathoms to see which way the current is coming and

 15    going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.

 16              It's not just the surface current that Robert

 17    alluded to earlier.  It's also the current the undertow

 18    that is there.  And if globs of oil go to that current,

 19    how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean

 20    it up?  We don't -- we don't hear any answers from the

 21    industry.

 22              But my late father worked hard to protect the

 23    bowhead whale and make sure that we continue to harvest

 24    the bowhead whale.  And I think for those of us that are

 25    whalers, we continue to do so because it is our way of
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  1    life.  It is our tradition, our cultural heritage.  That

  2    is far richer than any cow or any chicken can be valued.

  3    Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products

  4    reap the benefits, but it's not the same.  There is no

  5    spirituality linked with it.

  6              Like when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whale,

  7    when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner

  8    satisfaction that you feel whole as a person.  It's not

  9    the same with hamburger.  It's not the same with chicken.

 10              But thank you for coming.  I always feel at home

 11    in Point Lay, and this is the most beautiful season of the

 12    year.  You are here when something very beautiful happens.

 13    And thank you for coming.  I do hope Salazar listens, that

 14    it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the

 15    interest of national security or national interest.

 16              But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian

 17    tribe, overwritten, discarded and homeless.  We don't want

 18    to be that because this is our home.

 19              Thank you.

 20                    MS. MARJORIE PIKOK LONG:  Hi.  My name is

 21    Marjorie Pikok Long.  I agree with Delbert.  He said like

 22    35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for

 23    something.  That was 35 years ago that this is still going

 24    on.  I was seven years old.  And now it's happening now.

 25    I'm 42, and I have to speak for my kids because he
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  1    spoke -- his parents spoke for him.  I'm against the

  2    proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling.  He's

  3    right.  We can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know,

  4    animals like down states can do.  What we get is from the

  5    ocean.  It comes by itself naturally.  It's the nature of

  6    life.  We don't go and find it.  It comes to us.  And we

  7    need that.  It's like the beluga harvest is only once a

  8    year.

  9              And just that once a year it's a joyful thing

 10    because we barter the food that we get from the beluga.

 11    Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our

 12    muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other

 13    villages that got the whale.  But now that we've got the

 14    quota to get the whale meat, now you guys want to go out

 15    and go offshore drilling.  You guys might as well take

 16    away our hunting for the whale.

 17              And I don't want to see that because my boy,

 18    he's 19.  He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is

 19    about because it's being passed on not just from our

 20    village, but people from other villages that do whale,

 21    they come and help us to teach our kids and the villagers

 22    how to get a whale.  And I hate to see that gone, too,

 23    because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the

 24    food they provide us.  They provided us with the food and

 25    everything, not just our Elders use it for medicine.  Our
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  1    kids, they get sick, the medicine that we get from the

  2    clinic doesn't help.

  3              The oils, sometimes the mothers rub it on their

  4    kids' chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk,

  5    nuvuk.  I don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something

  6    that's, you know, something that's not good to have when

  7    you are sick.  And the oil that's used to help loosen up

  8    the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they

  9    feed them a teaspoon full of that, too.  And that helps

 10    those kids get better because the medicine doesn't work at

 11    the clinic.  And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's

 12    hard to get medicine out here, too.  It's hard to get

 13    anything out here to the Bush area.

 14              It took two weeks just for a loaf of bread to

 15    finally come to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks

 16    sometimes just for hamburger meat to come to Point Lay.

 17    We can't afford a $520 trip from here to Barrow to go from

 18    here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our income

 19    alone.  Sometimes our income alone doesn't make it through

 20    the whole two weeks to buy our groceries.  We have to live

 21    off the food that we have.

 22              So our kids are not just being raised by the

 23    weight of the -- how they are being raised right now with

 24    the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but

 25    they are also being taught with our culture.  So we're
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  1    still trying to adapt to their way and our way.  And it's

  2    not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different

  3    cultures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us

  4    grow up just being people and not to have to worry about

  5    food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to

  6    worry about buying gas.  You didn't have to buy a bullet.

  7    But now we have to adapt to this.

  8              You guys have given us all these privileges that

  9    you guys do, like the whaling.  We finally got a quota for

 10    the whaling.  We had to fight for it.  I mean, our Elders

 11    didn't have to do that then.  They went out and got a

 12    whale.

 13              And it's harder for us to see our kids have to

 14    grow up this way.  I know for me it is.  I'm speaking for

 15    my baby in my stomach right now.  I want my baby to grow

 16    up to do what I did, to be able to eat what I'm eating and

 17    not have to, you know, come to these kind of meetings to

 18    be the voice.

 19              You know, it should be stopped.  Just, you know,

 20    stop it.  Somebody has got to stop it for us because we

 21    may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the

 22    power to stop it.  And I hope somebody out there steps up

 23    to it, you know.  Listen to us.  This is our way of

 24    living.  Thank you.

 25                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Robert Lisbourne,
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  1    for the record.  We say no to offshore drilling.  We will

  2    continue to say no.  So if the government goes out and do

  3    this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing

  4    from us.  What would happen if I stole something from the

  5    government?  I go to jail, right?  We have no authority to

  6    do that to the government.

  7              So this is very serious.  It is our land.  We

  8    will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for

  9    thousands of years.  So I'm just saying if they go out

 10    there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill,

 11    there goes our food.  That's our land.  No more use for

 12    our land.  It's stealing from us.  So thank you.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anybody back here?  Is

 14    it time for a break, a ten-minute break?  I see a couple

 15    heads shake.  Why don't we take ten minutes, and if people

 16    want to continue to talk we are going to stay.

 17               (A break was taken.)

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I think everybody

 19    is in the room that's sitting down.  And we have gone

 20    around the room twice, and we want to make sure no one

 21    leaves feeling that they didn't have their say.  So

 22    instead of going around the room again, I'm just going to

 23    ask, who wants the microphone.

 24                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.  Willard

 25    Neakok, for the record.  I'm not going to speak for the
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  1    lease 193 at this time, but I'm going to speak for another

  2    village, which is the village of Nuiqsut.  I know they are

  3    going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ocean.

  4    And they are surrounded by oil companies on land.  They

  5    have to go 30, 40, 50 miles just to go inland to go hunt

  6    caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep.  And now they are

  7    going to drill on their ocean.

  8              They are covered by three sides, east, west, and

  9    south.  And now I feel sorry for Nuiqsut for oil companies

 10    closing their back door to their -- their ocean.  And if

 11    that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqsut is going

 12    to be surrounded completely.  They have to go further out

 13    to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they

 14    might get.

 15              We care for each and every one of our villages.

 16    When we hear somebody hurt, gets hurt in a different

 17    village, you know, we -- we have our sympathy towards

 18    them, their families, their friends.  And now their whole

 19    village is going to be affected by closing their back door

 20    and start having an oil company out there drilling.  And

 21    they are a lot -- you know, the lease sale that's

 22    happening over there is a lot closer than Lease Sale 193.

 23              You might be able to see that oil rig, drill rig

 24    out there, that ship, you know.  I just wanted to, you

 25    know, let Mr. Salazar know that, you know, if they let
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  1    these lease sales happen, the exploratory drilling happen,

  2    they are just closing their back door to the Village of

  3    Nuiqsut.  Because I don't want to have this happen to them

  4    like what's happening now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill

  5    rigs all over the place.  And now you are going to have a

  6    rig out in the ocean.  Now they are going to have to go

  7    further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there might

  8    be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a

  9    month or so.

 10              You know, that will cost the oil companies money

 11    each and every day when they are not drilling.  But they

 12    got to think of feeding the village for the passion that

 13    we have of living off the ocean.  I hope that -- you know,

 14    if anybody goes to Nuiqsut, I hope this is passed on to

 15    them that another village cares for other people, other

 16    villages here on the Slope.  We are all related somehow,

 17    some way.  I have relatives in Nuiqsut.  I have relatives

 18    in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage,

 19    whether by family, extended family, by blood, by marriage.

 20              You know, I just feel sorry if that goes

 21    through.  And even over here, too, if lease 193 goes.  You

 22    know, people make decisions in the Lower 48.  Like someone

 23    said, they don't care what happens up here.  We care what

 24    happens down there with all the storms, all the oil

 25    spills, you know.  You know, it affects us, too,
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  1    spiritually, mentally.  I hope it doesn't happen to us,

  2    you know.  I would say that I'd hate to be those people

  3    going through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.

  4              I hope there is a lot of compassion out there to

  5    say I hope that, you know, the lease sale doesn't go

  6    through and it's been approved for oil to be explored,

  7    drilling because, you know, like I said, we care for each

  8    other.  We are supposed to care for each other.  You know,

  9    we send money to different parts of the world, you know,

 10    in case a natural disaster happens or what like happened

 11    in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince William Sound.  We

 12    don't want it to happen to us.

 13              And when I wrote my article for the newspaper,

 14    you know, I don't want to see what could happen to our

 15    animals, our way of living.  I don't want to see what

 16    happened down there happen to us up here.  You know, we

 17    have a lot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea.  We have

 18    a lot of crabbing.  We have, you know, walrus, marine

 19    mammals that are going to be affected, not only here on

 20    the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia,

 21    Greenland, Norway, currents that not only goes through the

 22    Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, Chukotka,

 23    all different countries if an oil spill like what happened

 24    in the Gulf of Mexico.

 25              But most of all, you know, if the other lease
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  1    sale in the Arctic Ocean happens, you know, the Village of

  2    Nuiqsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting

  3    a back door on them.  I don't want to see that happen.

  4    You know, I care for everybody here on this earth.

  5              So I'm grateful that folks came here and get our

  6    testimonies.  And hopefully Mr. Salazar, like I said,

  7    makes the right decision to where we can live our way of

  8    life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do,

  9    what we hunt and share.

 10              If you look at all these pictures here on the

 11    wall, you know, we have spirituality over here.  We have

 12    togetherness on the other one.  And all these pictures

 13    behind you, you can see the smiles on the children's

 14    faces.  Over here, you know, we have old pictures,

 15    '50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that

 16    passed on their knowledge on how to take care of the

 17    ocean.  We have a picture here of us whaling, not only us,

 18    but different other villages along the coast, all up and

 19    down the west coast of Alaska down to King Island.

 20              You know, if we let the oil companies come and

 21    drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it

 22    affects those people down there, too.  You can see the

 23    happiness in the kids.  If we take that away, if we let

 24    somebody take that away, our heritage, our way of living,

 25    our animals, we won't see those smiles.
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  1              We will be asking ourselves why -- maybe Mr.

  2    Salazar might say, why did I do this, why did I say yes to

  3    exploratory drilling.  Now look what happened.  They have

  4    no animals.  They can't hunt bowhead.  They can't hunt the

  5    beluga.  They can't harvest walrus, seals anymore because

  6    I said yes to exploratory drilling.

  7              Mr. Salazar has a lot of weight on his shoulders

  8    and, I hope he doesn't make it a lot heavier by saying yes

  9    to exploratory drilling.

 10              Thank you.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Willard.

 12    Anybody else?  I have an open mike.  I'm not going to go

 13    around and bother everybody.  Is that you, Nathan?

 14                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Nathan Henry here

 15    again.  Talking about the oil, maybe scientists should try

 16    and do a little experiment, like putting oil underground

 17    and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it

 18    and see how long will the oil -- see if the oil will keep

 19    it cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know,

 20    compare like -- because I think if you take a million

 21    gallons of oil underground out, it might warm up because

 22    maybe the oil might be keeping the ground cool.

 23              And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably

 24    cause the ground to get warm, and there is a big gap -- I

 25    think I said that one time.  There is a big gap when they
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  1    empty out the ground from the oil.  There is that big gap.

  2    What do they do?  Do they fill it in or leave it empty?

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It fills in.

  4                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  By itself?

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Usually with water or

  6    salt or something.

  7                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  But does that warm that

  8    area up?

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't know.

 10                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  See, we don't know,

 11    either.  And it would just be good if, like, scientists go

 12    and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool

 13    or the earth cool.  I don't know.  I just thought maybe

 14    I'd say that.  Good evening.  Quyanaqpak.  Thank you.

 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I will learn some of the

 16    words.  Anyone else?  I still have the mike here.  It's in

 17    my hand.  It's still on.  The battery still works.

 18                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for

 19    the record.  Prime example is back in the early and

 20    mid '40s, we had the government stage with radar sites all

 21    up and down the coast of Alaska and who knows where else.

 22    And modern technology, state-of-the-art technology, got

 23    rid of those radars, and it cost the government more money

 24    to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites.  All

 25    the mess those radar sites caused.  And just like deja vu.
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  1    You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for

  2    oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so much

  3    just to clean up a fraction of that oil.  So I hope

  4    Mr. Salazar takes that into consideration.

  5              Just like Willard was saying he's got lots, lots

  6    on his shoulders.  And if that sale passes, it's going to

  7    get worse.  So I just hope and pray that he -- he makes

  8    the right decision.  And again, I'd like to see the oil

  9    industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider

 10    drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic.  Thank you.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Anyone

 12    else?  Going once.  You found someone?  Going once?

 13                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for

 14    the record.  Just to make one quick comment.  I know oil

 15    means money, more funding, and that's great.  Just

 16    drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean.  No

 17    offshore, you know.  More oil, more money.  Let's -- less

 18    oil, more [indiscernible].  So we need to learn to go back

 19    to the old ways.  And if we keep going in the direction we

 20    are now, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are

 21    just messing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.

 22    Let's go to natural energy.

 23              Thank you.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.

 25    Anyone else?
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  1                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Good evening.  Lloyd

  2    Pikok.  And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on

  3    oil, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a

  4    population bigger than Point Lay and there is a population

  5    bigger than the North Slope, and their demand for oil is

  6    bigger than us wanting to stop it.  And I believe it's not

  7    if; it's going to be when they are going to start

  8    drilling.

  9              And what do you guys have planned for our

 10    communities to benefit off of this?  You know, if -- the

 11    way I feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the

 12    point where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a

 13    renewable resource to live off of.  And I feel like, you

 14    know, you guys should have something in position for us,

 15    you know, like the students and the people that are

 16    learning here to give us something to learn so that we can

 17    do it, because we know the environment more than --

 18              You know, everybody has lived off the

 19    environment for so long, and I feel that if you guys learn

 20    and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give

 21    everybody the proper training, that might end in a safer,

 22    you know, conclusion than just coming into our backyard

 23    and start drilling.  You guys should learn to train us and

 24    give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are

 25    going to do it and send people from up there.  And find a
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  1    way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are

  2    going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just

  3    give them that proposal of, you know --

  4              Because there are students and people around

  5    here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because

  6    they know the way their environment is and they know

  7    exactly how it works.  And I just want to know how you

  8    guys are going to make the communities that you are going

  9    to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to

 10    make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this

 11    oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just

 12    going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are

 13    going to take our land.

 14              And the oil, if it were to come up and it were

 15    to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to

 16    stop it?  That's all I got to say.  Thanks.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's why we keep

 18    going until everyone has a chance to speak.  Well said.

 19    Thank you.  Anyone else?  Anyone wants to speak again?

 20    Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak?  Good comments.

 21                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  This just comes to

 22    my mind.  I have been thinking about it for a while, you

 23    know.  The more oil we have, the price of oil goes down.

 24    And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up.

 25    And that could help this nation to, you know, start
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  1    conserving, conserve our oil, you know.  I mean, if I'm

  2    going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs me $12, I'm

  3    going to be real careful how I use that gas.

  4              Just take into consideration, Mr. Salazar.  More

  5    oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same.  Less

  6    oil, price goes up.  The more we conserve -- the more we

  7    help ourselves, the more we can help the planet.

  8              Thank you.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Lloyd,

 10    right?

 11                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Lloyd Pikok again.  And

 12    he's talking about conserving our oil, and I think it

 13    would be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that

 14    can conserve our oil, you know, to make your dollar go a

 15    little bit further, you know.  Kind of invest in ways that

 16    we use oil a whole lot less than when we did before for

 17    those Toyo stoves and anything.

 18              You build a better environment for the oil to

 19    keep going and we will have more oil.  We will have more

 20    sustainable oil because we know how to use it more

 21    efficiently.  And I feel like if you guys are going to

 22    come in and drill, you might as well find a way to use

 23    this oil a whole lot more sustainable than just, you know,

 24    burning up half of what you are going to get because I

 25    know that when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34
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  1    pounds of carbon monoxide.  And that's -- you know, I was

  2    taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.

  3              And I mean, these houses run at like -- I don't

  4    even know how much, but it burns so much oil and that's

  5    what's causing us to, you know, look for more is because

  6    we are burning more of it.  What if we learn to conserve

  7    it in a way, you know, into our building, into our

  8    lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of

  9    that extra dollar.  You know, we run off that one gallon

 10    of oil and we make it last as long as five, ten gallons.

 11              And it would be nice to see if you guys invested

 12    in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to

 13    think about, you know, letting this happen.  And we would

 14    be -- we would feel more, you know, safe.  That would

 15    cause the thought of drilling oil a whole lot more.  We

 16    wouldn't need to drill so much oil if we knew how to use

 17    it if we knew the efficiency of how to produce it and then

 18    how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just

 19    burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine

 20    it and conserve it.

 21              And that's all I had to say.  Thanks.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lloyd.  Well

 23    said.  Anyone else?

 24                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Leo Ferreira, III,

 25    for the record.  I guess I have a small, little comment.
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  1    Just a crazy idea that I just thought of since I have been

  2    hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we

  3    hunt at and what we hunt because I already know -- I

  4    already have a feeling that the federal government, they

  5    will take our comments and use it to make stipulations and

  6    regulations for the gas and oil industry.

  7              And I just had a crazy idea that since they are

  8    going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if

  9    they do find oil -- and they probably might, but we don't

 10    know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that

 11    point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the

 12    federal government should take into consideration because

 13    every village is unique in their own way.  Kotzebue

 14    depends on fish.  It's their yearly supply for

 15    subsistence.  Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale.  And

 16    Point Lay is unique to the beluga.  And Wainwright could

 17    be bowhead and walrus and so forth.  So every village

 18    lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle.  But we

 19    all depend on the same animals.

 20              So if we get to past the exploration and get to

 21    development, I think the federal government should let the

 22    outlying communities regulate and mandate their own

 23    wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are

 24    trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest

 25    our sea animals from the ocean and from the land, that
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  1    these stipulations should be in place to help us protect

  2    our culture.

  3              And I hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good

  4    idea, I think, that we should get to regulate our own

  5    seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we

  6    can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a

  7    while so we can harvest our beluga.  I think these other

  8    villages might want to do other things like they might

  9    want a time frame to stop the activity so they can harvest

 10    their whale when the whales are passing by on their

 11    migration route.

 12              That was just an idea.  Thank you.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Leo.  With

 14    those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's

 15    comment be the last comments?  Going once.  Going twice.

 16    You want to get the last comment?

 17              Good night.  Going three times.  Thank you very,

 18    very much for hanging in there.  We had a good meeting.

 19    Good comments.  And we will be back to share.  Thank you

 20    very, very much.  Have a good night.

 21               (Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m.)

 22

 23

 24

 25
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