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 1
 2                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Before we do anything
 4    else, I'd like to start off with a blessing.  And we are
 5    honored that Willard has agreed to give the blessing for
 6    us tonight.
 7               (Blessing offered by Willard Neakok.)
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much,
 9    Willard.  Well, good evening.  Welcome to the public
10    hearing for the Revised Draft Supplemental Environment
11    Environmental Impact Statement for 193.  That is a
12    mouthful.  I'm not going to give you all the details on
13    that because we are going to have a little bit of briefing
14    on that so that we can start everybody off at the same
15    point.
16              Now, who are we?  In the last couple of
17    meetings, we have had folks stop us almost halfway through
18    the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people
19    are.  Well, we are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy
20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are a federal
21    agency bureau within the Department of Interior.  We are
22    the Feds.  We are not the oil and gas industry and we are
23    not a nongovernmental organization or an NGO.  Our job is
24    to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Outer
25    Continental Shelf.  We are unbiased.  That's our job, to
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 1    be unbiased.
 2              The whole point of this meeting is to get
 3    information from this community to help us make a certain
 4    document better because that document and the material
 5    that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker.  The
 6    decisionmaker is the Secretary of the Interior.  He will
 7    make the decision.  We don't make the decision.  We just
 8    package up the information that people have to give us.
 9              Now, my name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the regional
10    director for the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.  Carrying that
11    chair over there is Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our
12    community liaison.  He helps us make contact with the
13    communities to make sure your information gets into the
14    system.
15              Sitting down there is Sharon Warren.  Sharon is
16    the project manager for this.  She's the one that has to
17    make sure everything works and comes together.  Sitting
18    next to her is Michael Routhier.  Michael is the EIS
19    coordinator.  He takes all the pieces and puts it together
20    from the scientists.  And Scott Blackburn is over there.
21    He was taking names.  He is our technical expert and
22    technical editor.  His job to is to make sure all the
23    information we get from a lot of different people flows.
24              All right.  Now, the other person we brought
25    with us is extremely important.  And that's Mary Vavrik.
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 1    Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this
 2    information down.  And I am breaking one of the cardinal
 3    rules.  I'm talking too fast.  It's real important that
 4    Mary gets this down.  So whenever you speak, we are going
 5    to ask that you say your name, speak slowly and loud
 6    enough with the microphone that Mary can get it.  All
 7    right?
 8              Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to
 9    open it up for public comment.  And we are going to do it
10    a little bit differently.  After we ask if any of our
11    Elders would like to make comments or any of the elected
12    officials, we are going to keep going around the room.  We
13    are going to walk the mike around to every single person
14    in the room multiple times so everybody has a chance to
15    speak.  You can either pass or make a comment.  But it's
16    going to come around again, and you can speak again or
17    pass.  We are going to keep doing that until everybody in
18    the room feels like they have said everything they need to
19    say for us.  Okay.  We don't want anybody leaving this
20    room feeling that their voice was not heard.  Okay?
21              Now, with that, I'm going to quit talking, which
22    I'm real good at.  I never shut up.  And I'm going to pass
23    this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are
24    here.
25                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and thank
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 1    you for allowing us to come into your community and
 2    provide this information to you and to get the comments
 3    from you because it's very important.
 4              Why are we here today?  We're here because we
 5    have a specific document that's back on the table.  It's
 6    the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
 7    Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193.  And when was the
 8    lease sale?  The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.
 9    We did an environmental impact statement in 2007 prior to
10    conducting the sale.  There was six companies that bid on
11    the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas.  We
12    offered 29.3 million acres, and 2.8 million acres was
13    leased.  And that was in 2008.  And I know today is 2011.
14              So here is what happened.  Days before the lease
15    sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the lease sale.  They
16    alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EIS to the
17    Court did not address the potential environmental impacts
18    that was necessary for us to do under the National
19    Environmental Policy Act.
20              So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EIS
21    on most part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns,
22    and he wanted those concerns addressed.
23              The three issues he wanted to address was, he
24    said the agency failed to analyze the environmental
25    impacts of natural gas development, even though there was


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 7


 1    industry interest in the natural gas and even though we,
 2    in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil companies
 3    that if they bid on the tract and issued and got a lease,
 4    that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the
 5    oil.  So the judge said you didn't look at the
 6    environmental impact of that part of the process.
 7              The judge also said that we failed to determine
 8    whether the missing information identified was relevant to
 9    the federal regulations.  Part of the litigation that we
10    are in, there was an exhibit that was submitted and there
11    was pages of quotations out of our document that we said
12    we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there
13    was unknowns.  So when we had that, there is a regulatory
14    process that you must go through to assess and determine.
15              The last one is that we failed to determine
16    whether the cost of obtaining the information was
17    exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown.  So the
18    Court told us that we needed to go back, that we couldn't
19    do anything more until we went back.
20              So what did we do in response to the court
21    order?  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact
22    statement to address the Court's concerns, and we came out
23    here on the draft SEIS back in November.  Some of you may
24    have been at that public hearing.  We came back to take a
25    look and get your comments on the document.  We did


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 8


 1    receive over 150,000 comments.
 2              And I'll turn the mike over to Mike so he can
 3    tell you what happened next on this.
 4                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  So as Sharon was
 5    saying, we received over 150,000 comments on the draft
 6    SEIS we prepared.  And that's in addition to all the
 7    public testimony we received going around to all the
 8    villages and then down in Anchorage.  Many of the comments
 9    that we received asked the agency to analyze what would
10    happen if something went horribly wrong and there was a
11    very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.
12              As you all remember, this is coming on the heels
13    of the Deepwater Horizon event.  Everyone has seen those
14    images on TV.  It was and is of great concern to people.
15    We, as an agency, in reviewing the comments, considered
16    what can we do to address some of these concerns, and we
17    decided that the best thing to do would be to prepare an
18    analysis of the potential environmental effects of a very
19    large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.
20              Now, the term very large oil spill, what does
21    that mean?  Well, we have a great group of geologists in
22    our office, and we went to them and asked the question,
23    what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that
24    could possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.
25              And so they studied some data, and they
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 1    basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is
 2    the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.
 3    We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our
 4    wildlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality
 5    experts.  And they looked at the scenario and then wrote
 6    analysis on what the potential environmental effects could
 7    be from such an oil spill.
 8              It is important to remember that VLOS is a
 9    hypothetical event.  It's an extreme case.  It's an
10    extremely large spill.  And it's not -- it doesn't
11    represent any actual well that a company is proposing to
12    drill.  It's just something we are using in our NEPA
13    analysis to inform the decisionmaker of the gravity of
14    these concerns.
15              A very large oil spill, as I just described, is
16    actually a bit different than another term that you might
17    hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities
18    in general, that term being worst-case discharge.  I bet
19    some of you have probably heard that term.  Just as an
20    explanation, the term worst case discharge is a specific
21    term found in our regulations, and it's a required part of
22    an exploration plan.
23              Right now we are at the lease sale stage.  There
24    is a couple -- there is leases out there, and the
25    Secretary eventually has to decide whether he wants to
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 1    reaffirm those or cancel some or cancel all those leases.
 2    We are at the lease sale stage.  If some leases were to be
 3    affirmed and if an oil company were to down the road
 4    submit an exploration plan, then that exploration plan
 5    would include a worst-case discharge.
 6              The worst-case discharge calculation includes a
 7    lot more information than the very large oil spill because
 8    there is a specific company that wants to drill a specific
 9    type of well in a specific location going out for a
10    specific type of oil.  So a lot of the variables are
11    known.  There is a lot more information known.  So the
12    numbers might be a little different.  This is just a
13    heads-up in case you see this other term come up.  And
14    it's the worst-case discharge that is used to inform the
15    oil spill response plan.
16              So in other words, when the company prepares and
17    stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they
18    will use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.
19                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So what do we need
20    from you today?  We need to have your comments on the
21    Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
22    Statement.  As I said, we were here in November.  We took
23    your comments.  And we now have another document for you
24    to review.
25              We are looking for your comments.  We are using
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 1    regulations.gov, and the website is here.  We also have
 2    some handouts over there at the table on how you can
 3    access regulations.gov.  And then after the break -- yeah,
 4    at the break that we will probably take, you can come up
 5    and see the maps that we have up on the wall.  It shows
 6    what the -- what the area is that was the lease sale area.
 7    It shows what -- the alternatives, what was some of the
 8    areas that was looked at prior to the decision being made
 9    on this.  So again, this -- this is a decision that the
10    Secretary will be making.
11              So after this public hearing, what happens next?
12    What happens is we will take your comments that you
13    provided us, and we really need them because we really
14    need to make sure that the document and the way we portray
15    subsistence, the patterns, the migratory patterns, is the
16    correct information that we have before us.  And we will
17    take those comments that you provide to us.  We will take
18    the public testimony, transcripts that we also have.  We
19    will go through those to take a look at it to see where we
20    will make changes in the document.  And so that what we
21    will have is a final supplemental environmental impact
22    statement that will include the transcripts, will include
23    our response to comments that people have provided us, and
24    also you will know where in the document that changes were
25    made and how your comments were incorporated in the
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 1    document.
 2              Then what happens?  We are under a court
 3    deadline.  We have litigation.  Judge Beistline said,
 4    fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill.  It
 5    is beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he
 6    said at the time that we really didn't need to hold public
 7    hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to
 8    come out with this document again, back out to the
 9    communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the
10    correct information in the document for the very large oil
11    spill.  So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do
12    those things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary
13    decision by October 3rd.
14              And so for us to have a decision so that the
15    Secretary can make the decision by October 3rd, we will
16    finalize the supplemental EIS, and it will be in final
17    form sometime in early September because it has to be out
18    there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be
19    made.
20              Again, this is the lease sale.  Whether -- the
21    Secretary can either affirm the lease sale on how it was
22    conducted in 2008 and the leases that were issued; he can
23    modify it; he can cancel the leases.  He can -- everything
24    is on the table with this decision.
25              And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 13


 1    processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act:  The five-year
 2    program, the lease sale stage, the exploration stage, and
 3    the development and production stage.  So the decision
 4    that needs to be made, even though this document takes a
 5    look at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS,
 6    the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to
 7    go forward with the lease sale.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And when was the
 9    document made available to the public?
10                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We brought this
11    document out to the public -- notification was on the 21st
12    of May.  And we did -- around that time we sent it out to
13    many of the stakeholders.  The document was sent out.  And
14    then when we went out to the public hearings, several
15    weeks prior to coming to the public hearings, we also sent
16    documents out to the communities so that the documents
17    would be here when we also came here.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And the comment period
19    ends, again?
20                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  The comment
21    period is July 11th, and we are using regulations.gov.  So
22    please provide your comments by July 11th.  If you have
23    got any questions, like I said, there is a handout on how
24    to do that.  On the last page of the handout there is a
25    telephone number to contact if you have any questions on
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 1    how to navigate through regulations.gov, and we will be
 2    more than happy to have somebody walk you through it from
 3    the office.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Just
 5    before I forget, we do have an interpreter.  What happened
 6    to James?  James is there.  He's offered to interpret for
 7    us if we need to.  So please, if any of you feel that you
 8    want to use the interpreter, James, just tell us.
 9              Now, the next part of this is I'm adamant that
10    everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says
11    exactly what they are thinking.  And we will stay here as
12    long as we need to.  This is really, really important.  We
13    are not the decisionmaker, but we have to take the
14    information to the decisionmaker.  And so when we send
15    this package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be
16    able to say we went to everybody we could possibly go to
17    to get the information for you to base your decision.
18              And so that's what's before us tonight.  And if
19    you feel you want to think about it, that's fine.  We have
20    till July 11th.  The document is back there.  We have got
21    CDs.  It's on the Web.  There is time to look at it and
22    give us your comment to improve it.
23              Now we're going to open it up to public comment,
24    and we are not, of course, members of the community here,
25    so I don't know all the Elders.  So I would like, first of
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 1    all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there
 2    are any community Elders that would like to start us off.
 3    Would anyone like to volunteer?
 4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I'm not an Elder, but
 5    I've got a question.  Robert Suydam.  Typically in public
 6    hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.
 7    Is that how this is going to be run tonight?  Are you just
 8    taking comments, or will you answer questions?
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, we want to get as
10    much from the community as we can.  And we want to be
11    careful.  I mean, we could answer some very basic
12    questions, but the fear is if we get too much into a
13    dialogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden
14    there is people around the room who don't have a chance.
15    So simple questions, yes, I think we can answer, but we
16    have got to keep it going.  And there is always time --
17    you can call us on the phone.  You can send us other
18    questions.  But the important thing here is everybody has
19    a chance.
20              So the answer to your question is halfway.  We
21    just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of
22    people and other folks are sitting there wondering when do
23    I get to say my piece.  So a little respect for everybody.
24    Bill.
25                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  I have a question.  I
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 1    didn't catch the beginning part.  Are you guys -- like,
 2    what's your situation?  Are you for oil, in the middle, or
 3    you oppose it?
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that
 5    question.  Okay.  That same question was asked before at
 6    another meeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at
 7    the very beginning.  We represent the Department of
 8    Interior.  We are part of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
 9    Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, and we are
10    the regulators.  Okay.  We are not for oil and gas.  We
11    are not against oil and gas.  The mission we have is to
12    make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is
13    the Secretary of Interior.  Okay.  So I mean, my job -- if
14    someone asks me, I don't have an opinion.  My job is to
15    get your opinions and your information to the top.
16                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Willard Neakok, for
17    the record.  Is this the only -- I mean, you say a lot of
18    different other villages.  Is it just for the outlying
19    coastal villages that you are getting testimony from, or
20    is it the whole state of Alaska?
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Basically the whole
22    state of Alaska and anybody else who wants to comment.  So
23    far now, we have gotten comments from Florida about this.
24    So it's open to the entire country and anybody else.  I
25    think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual
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 1    visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:
 2    Point Lay, Point Hope, Wainwright, Barrow, Kotzebue.  We
 3    had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tomorrow
 4    night in Anchorage.  We can't visit every place, but we
 5    need to visit places like Point Lay.
 6                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Again, before we open it
 8    up generally, are there any Elders that would like to
 9    speak first?  This is really important.  And the reason
10    why I like to push that is that I'm a big believer in
11    traditional knowledge or traditional science, if you want
12    to call it that.  And my staff and I are working as hard
13    as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects
14    of nature and observation and science in the document, as
15    well.  So are there any Elders that would like to speak
16    before we start?  Any elected officials, like maybe the
17    mayor?  Okay.
18              In that case, then, let's start the process.
19    And it gets kind of fun.  What side should I start on, or
20    should I start in the middle?  I'm going to start with
21    you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.
22                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  (Inupiaq.)  My name is
23    Earl Kingik.  I come from Point Hope.  I'm a whaler.  I
24    belong to a clan called Qagmagtuuq.  I work for an
25    organization called Alaska Wilderness League.  We have
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 1    been doing this for a long time.  Native Village of Point
 2    Hope took the government, took our own government to
 3    court, and you see what we come up with.  This is what we
 4    want to hear.
 5              I am here to listen to you guys.  I'm not here
 6    to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you
 7    guys are saying.  And that way, whenever I go to different
 8    villages, we will do it better.  And hopefully we will
 9    have Dr. Kendall give all the comments to everybody.
10              We had over 60 people in Point Hope.  To my
11    feeling, 100 percent was against offshore activity due to
12    oil spill and other issues that's in front of them.  Our
13    people even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANWR so
14    they would stay away from our ocean we love the most, the
15    garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and
16    everything that's been going on for thousands of years.
17              It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to
18    you guys.  This is your chance, and we want to hear and I
19    want to hear from you guys, too.  That will make my work a
20    little easier.  Like somebody said, who all is going to be
21    giving comments.
22              I went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tribal
23    organizations.  They passed a resolution opposing offshore
24    activities.  I went to National Council of American
25    Indians.  I asked for their assistance in protecting our
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 1    ocean due to the fast movement of the Bush era.  The Bush
 2    era gave us a big headache.  Now we are going to have to
 3    kind of slow them down, and time-out is called upon them.
 4              So this is your chance to open your heart to the
 5    garden you love the most, the garden that provides unity,
 6    The garden that provides cultural activities throughout
 7    the whole community because we are part of the ecosystem
 8    here.  The ecosystem shouldn't be messed around with.
 9              Thank you.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you have the floor.
11                    MR. JULIUS REXFORD, SR.:  My name is
12    Julius Rexford, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain for the
13    Village of Point Lay.  I also sit on AEWC as a
14    commissioner, and I sit on -- I sat on the North Slope
15    Borough Wildlife Committee for about five or six years.
16    And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like
17    it's not going to happen, the opening of our Outer
18    Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about
19    stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and
20    to the BOEMRE staff and personnel.
21              That 60-mile buffer zone is something that needs
22    to be there.  I know that these ships will be using low --
23    the lowest grade fuel to get out there and run their
24    operations.  We need to put in stipulations on having them
25    use ultra low sulfur fuels to burn in their ships and
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 1    their rigs and all their little vessels.
 2              And another one is there should not be more than
 3    one drilling operation at any time, not more than one.
 4    And another one is the mud tailings that they will be
 5    putting out into our ocean should not be discharged.  Zero
 6    discharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into
 7    our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.
 8              And I'll probably talk about more later on.  And
 9    I'll pass the mike on.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
11                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  For the record,
12    Willard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter,
13    alternate planning department for the North Slope Borough.
14    I am in opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore
15    drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier,
16    you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we
17    lose everything in our ocean:  Plankton, fish, seals,
18    whales, walrus, whatever marine mammal that is out there
19    because we live off of those animals.  It keeps us warm
20    during the winter.  You know, we -- we do not waste any of
21    that food that we get from out there.
22              You know, I wrote a comment -- I wrote a letter
23    in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, I
24    got a lot of feedback from a lot of different people
25    saying that, you know, I'm not, you know -- that I'm not,
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 1    you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep
 2    our homes going, cars and everything.  I never even
 3    mentioned about that.  I know we need the fuel.  I know we
 4    need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our
 5    lives.
 6              And, you know, what can we do on land first
 7    before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean
 8    currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea.  And it's
 9    going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there
10    if we have a very large oil spill.
11              You know, Prince William Sound is still trying
12    to recuperate.  But if you dig down a foot deep in certain
13    areas, you will still find oil.  And what happened in Gulf
14    of Mexico, how many millions of gallons was, you know,
15    pouring out into the ocean?  Took them four months to
16    finally cap that thing off, or close to four months.  You
17    know, if we have it here, we lose our wildlife, our
18    culture of hunting, whaling, fishing.  We lose everything.
19    That's scary.
20              I want my kids, my grandkids -- like I stated,
21    you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, I want them to
22    enjoy what I have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in
23    Point Lay.  I want them to taste the food that I have
24    tasted, I have hunted, I have given out, I have shared.  I
25    want my grandkids and possibly my great-grandkids, too, to
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 1    enjoy the things that I have enjoyed because if we have a
 2    very large oil spill, you know, we lose everything.
 3              The whales live off the krill.  And those are
 4    little, tiny creatures.  If we lose those, we lose the
 5    whale.  We have beluga.  We have fish.  The belugas eat
 6    the fish.  The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so
 7    forth all the way down to the planktons, micro-organisms.
 8    We have wildlife.  We have seabirds comes from as far as
 9    Argentina, South Pole coming up this way to migrate to
10    be -- you know, repopulate.  And we lose those, too.  But
11    mainly, you know, from the ocean.  If we have a large oil
12    spill, we lose everything, our way of life.
13              And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go
14    to our local store to try and substitute the food that we
15    have hunted for generations, from generation to generation
16    that was passed down by word of mouth.  No documented
17    things like that on the board on how we do things.
18              Our Elders taught us how to hunt, how to take
19    care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the
20    land.  We have a wonderful state.  We have a wonderful
21    village.  We have a wonderful way of life.
22              If we lose our ocean, you know -- I don't know
23    how many times I might have to say this -- but we lose
24    everything.  And if we start -- you know, the way that
25    global warming is going, pretty soon we are going to have
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 1    ships coming from Atlantic Ocean coming this way.  They
 2    will be using that Northwest Passage.  What about them,
 3    that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils?  And
 4    what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a
 5    coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or
 6    so.  Just like what we see down there in the Lower 48, go
 7    all over the world, we have ships.  If we go up north or
 8    down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.
 9              You know, that's a scary thought.  I don't want
10    my grandkids or great-grandkids or even my kids to see the
11    devastation that we might have if we say go ahead and
12    drill.  Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves,
13    why did you guys say yes for them to go and drill?  Now
14    our ocean doesn't have any life in it.
15              We have currents that, like I said, every
16    coastal village and here on the west side of Alaska is
17    going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario
18    have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico.  We'll
19    have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to
20    shore.  That's an ugly sight to see all those people in
21    Florida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up.  Do we
22    want that?  I know I sure don't.  Even my great-grandkids
23    might even see tar balls keep washing ashore.  We will
24    start smelling the oil like in Prince William Sound.  Walk
25    around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the
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 1    ground.  And that's a scary thing to think about.  But the
 2    most scariest part is we lose everything.
 3              I love the way I have lived before, hunting,
 4    fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has
 5    provided for us Inupiats.  We are all up and down the
 6    Alaska coastline.  I'm grateful that hopefully, you know,
 7    our Secretary of Interior will listen, understand what I
 8    want to see in the future:  Clean ocean, our wildlife
 9    still out there.
10              I know that global warming is making our ice
11    thinner and thinner, thinner every year.  Pretty soon we
12    might not even have a North Pole.  All it will be is just
13    magnetic north, no ice.
14              A lot of things are happening globally, and we
15    see it up here first.  We see things that are going on at
16    Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills,
17    devastation of animals.  Might bounce back another 50 or
18    60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the
19    store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food
20    that we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the
21    ocean, our garden.  It's scary, real scary.  I want my
22    grandkids to, you know, enjoy the foods that I have
23    enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing,
24    subsisting the way I have enjoyed it.
25              I better pass the microphone on.  I get carried
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 1    away because I don't want to see offshore drilling.  We
 2    see oil companies say zero discharge, zero discharge.
 3    Looks good on paper.  Looks good when they talk to us but,
 4    you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human
 5    error.  And that's their way of saying zero discharge,
 6    still having oil spill.
 7              I'm grateful that, you know, hopefully our voice
 8    will be heard.  Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of
 9    Interior will think about the statements that are going on
10    right now, testimonies throughout Alaska or throughout the
11    world regarding the Outer Continental Shelf plans to drill
12    in the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ocean.
13              So I'm glad that you folks are here.  And I'll
14    pass it on.  Thank you.
15                    MR. WILLARD L. NEAKOK:  How do I follow
16    that?  I'm in the same position as my dad.  First of all,
17    my name is Willard Neakok, and I have no see -- no
18    representative.  I represent nobody.  I just wanted to
19    represent the Village of Point Lay.  Our people are
20    fighting people, and we have had to fight for our land.
21    We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are
22    fighting for our ocean.  So why stop now?
23              I mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like my
24    dad said, we love the food.  We love doing all that.  And
25    I may -- I'm one of the leaders -- drum leaders for our
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 1    community, and I love it.  I love it with a passion.  And
 2    you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for
 3    successful hunting and celebrate life.  And so I am in no
 4    position supporting offshore drilling.
 5                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  I'm Marie Tracey from
 6    the Native Village of Point Lay.  I work for our mayor's
 7    office as a communications liaison for the Native Village
 8    of Point Lay, and I'm a volunteer fire fighter and a
 9    volunteer ambulance crew member, and I'm a coordinator for
10    the volunteer search and rescue group, and I'm the ASTAC
11    director.  I'm a mother.  I'm a grandmother.  I'm not
12    supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wish that they
13    would try and drill onshore before they try to drill
14    offshore.
15              And with that global warming that we have been
16    witnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of
17    walruses off our beach.  I was born in the old site on the
18    sand spit across there.  And about one mile north of the
19    village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at least ten
20    miles up the beach was loaded with walruses.  And then
21    when you look out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands
22    and thousands out there.  And if you see our walrus
23    picture, the walruses, when they come on land, they are
24    right next to each other, real crowded and everything.
25    And that's how they were coming up on the beach.
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 1              And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach,
 2    they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with more
 3    walruses coming up on the sandy beach, just really
 4    crowded.  And you could hear them.  And when you look out
 5    in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you
 6    would see nothing but like brown spots, brown lines at the
 7    distance, there is so many walruses out there.
 8              If there is a stampede, then you could hear
 9    their mourning, their loss of a loved one.  It's really
10    sad to hear.  And but when they came in, they were so loud
11    that the next morning I was talking with my cousin.  She
12    said, boy, I couldn't sleep last night.  My neighbors just
13    like they were quarreling all night.  I couldn't sleep.  I
14    told her those were the walruses out there making noises.
15    She said, oh, my, I thought they were my neighbors.
16              Anyway, but -- and then we have our beluga
17    harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.
18    We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here.  He comes to
19    tag our beluga, and then when he tags them, he set them
20    free, and then they would monitor them because they would
21    have satellite tags on them.  And then when he gets
22    information, he would give it to us, and we would see
23    where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.
24    And it's amazing to see where they go because we have
25    never had this information before.  And since Robert
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 1    Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of
 2    information about beluga.  And they take samples.
 3              And now we have a loon study going on.  Daniel
 4    Rizzola from UAF Fairbanks has been coming here for three
 5    years to tag the loons, and he would also send us
 6    information.  It's amazing where these birds and where
 7    these mammals go.  And I would like to keep this going
 8    because we are getting a wealth of information from these
 9    people that come in to our village.
10              And Robert Suydam is getting old with us, too.
11    And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.
12    But I would -- I would discourage drilling in our ocean
13    because we have hardly had any caribou around our village
14    and that moves our meal from, like, caribou meat which I
15    grew up with as a main course of our meals, like
16    dinnertime and even lunch.
17              And especially, too, when our young ones go out
18    hunting or else we have searches like during the winter,
19    we would have some food for them, you know, like dried
20    meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food
21    out there when they go out.  And sometimes we search for
22    days, and it's miles and miles of travel looking for
23    people and hoping to take them home alive.  It's just so
24    hard for us up here, but we love our food.
25              We would like to ask our Secretary of State
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 1    [sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep
 2    our way of life, please.  This global warming is really
 3    hard on our walruses because they have to leave their
 4    young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they
 5    feed, and then they would have to come back to their young
 6    ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.
 7              Anyway, I'll pass this on to Mrs. Suydam until
 8    the next round.  Thank you.
 9                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Good evening.  My name
10    is Robert Suydam.  I'm a wildlife biologist with the North
11    Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management.  I've
12    lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay
13    is kind of my second home and the folks here are my second
14    family, that we have been working together a long time to
15    learn more about belugas.
16              And Marie, thank you for the nice things that
17    you have said but, you know, much of the credit goes to
18    the community and the hunters here for helping all of the
19    scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room
20    and others not here -- for the successes.
21              I'd also like to say thanks to Jim and the rest
22    of the BOEMRE crew, BUMMER [pronunciation] crew, whatever
23    it is.  Thanks for coming to Point Lay and thanks for
24    coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the
25    residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask
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 1    them about what they think about this EIS.  Several people
 2    have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary
 3    Salazar actually listens to people here that are more
 4    directly affected by the actions associated with this EIS
 5    than most other people in the country.  So because they
 6    are -- the risk is greater for folks here -- the benefits
 7    aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the
 8    opinions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater
 9    weight.  And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely
10    to the things that people say here.
11              Jim, I'd also like to say congratulations to you
12    for your appointment as the state director.  I think you
13    are a good addition to Alaska and the agency here.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
15                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  So welcome.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thanks, Robert.
17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I have a few things to
18    say, and maybe I'll say just a couple of them now to start
19    with.  And maybe I'll start with something that Marie was
20    talking about, which was science and the need for
21    information.  And I know that part of your revised
22    supplemental EIS was about identifying information that
23    was needed and how much it cost.
24              And I haven't had a chance to review that
25    section of the EIS yet, but I think it's really important
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 1    to highlight the need for information and using that
 2    information to make decisions that I have been surprised
 3    to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico
 4    and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limited ability
 5    of agencies to understand potential impacts or assess
 6    impacts, especially to marine mammal populations.
 7              There is so little information known about the
 8    population size or status or health of those marine
 9    mammals that being able to assess what the impacts were is
10    very restricted, very limited.  And so I think we are in a
11    little bit better position up here that we know a lot
12    about belugas, we know a lot about bowheads and walruses
13    and other things, but there is still very limited
14    information.
15              And so encouraging the agency not just to
16    evaluate what information is missing, but also make --
17    continue to make efforts -- I know you have made great
18    efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or
19    ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please
20    keep doing that.  Keep funding studies.  Keep funding
21    studies to document traditional knowledge.  You know that
22    many of the people in this room know more about the
23    environment than any scientist or manager.  So your
24    identification of traditional knowledge as being key in
25    making decisions I think is really valid.  And I hope the
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 1    agency is able to continue to do that.
 2              As you evaluate comments on your EIS, please
 3    first take a look at the data gap analysis that USGS
 4    recently did.  And I think that's a pretty extensive
 5    document, and it may be difficult and challenging for the
 6    agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but I think it's
 7    really important.  It's available information about data
 8    gaps, and please use that to make your EIS here more
 9    complete.
10              So again, just emphasizing the need to use
11    information to make decisions, I think that's really,
12    really important.  But I think there are some other things
13    that are also important.
14              In the document you talk about thresholds and
15    when a threshold is reached, that then the impact becomes
16    significant.  On page 75, I think it is here, of the
17    document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on
18    subsistence harvest patterns occurs when one or more of
19    subsistence resources become unavailable for a period of
20    one to two years."
21              So essentially the way I read that is that you
22    are telling Point Lay and Wainwright and Barrow that if
23    the actions that result from this EIS could make
24    subsistence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it
25    was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's
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 1    more than that it would be.  And I think that's
 2    inappropriate.
 3              I think that if the actions resulting from this
 4    EIS cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two
 5    months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate.  And
 6    so in this document, previous EISs and future EISs, I
 7    think you need to change the thresholds that you use for
 8    evaluating significant impacts, that the culture, the
 9    people that live in these communities rely on subsistence
10    resources.  The unique culture that is here is incredibly
11    valuable, and saying that it won't be a significant impact
12    unless belugas or bowheads aren't available for two years
13    is just not right and something -- the agency should
14    approach things differently than that and revise this EIS
15    and make sure that future EISs are done differently.
16              I'll pass the mike on for now.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Robert.  It's
18    great to be in Alaska.  My wife is packing up the house in
19    Virginia right now.
20              We are going to go around this way now and work
21    our way back.  Okay?  I have a nice group of people here
22    in a circle.  Would anyone like to take the mike?
23                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Thank you.  And
24    thank you for coming to Point Lay and helping our way of
25    life.  And for the record, my name is Danny Pikok, Junior.
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 1    And I am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity
 2    because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I'm afraid of.
 3    It's the noise pollution.  And I'd like to see oil
 4    companies exhaust the land before they decide to do any
 5    offshore drilling of any energy resources.
 6              And I'd like to see the oil companies focus on
 7    natural energy.  They are spending too much money to start
 8    drilling offshore in the Arctic.  They should spend their
 9    money looking for alternative energy.  I mean, just look
10    what happened in our oil field.  We struck oil, it was a
11    big deal, and now it's gone.  We had all that oil, all the
12    gas, all the jobs.
13              It spoiled Native way of life.  We are spoiled
14    now.  I mean, look -- you go look in the beach, the motors
15    are too big.  They burn too much gas.  We get spoiled.
16    It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled like
17    that.
18              And it's getting worse.  And I'm afraid, you
19    know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling
20    because how are we going to run them big motors.  It's --
21    it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to
22    old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big
23    motor and start drilling offshore?  Just -- just noise
24    pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here.  There is
25    too much wildlife, and a lot of folks depend on it.  I
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 1    depend on it.  Our children depend on it.  It's just --
 2    it's going to do a domino effect.  It already has.  It
 3    started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.
 4              And I'd like to see alternative energy resources
 5    like the coal, natural gas.  I don't want to see oil rigs
 6    floating in the ocean and drilling.  I'm against it.  It's
 7    just too much -- it's -- it's too much -- it's too risky.
 8    It's very risky.
 9              Just like Willard was saying, it's going to
10    start small and it's going to grow.  If we start offshore
11    drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries
12    up here and start a highway, and we are going to lose a
13    lot of good resources our ocean offers.  It's just -- I'm
14    really against any offshore activity.
15              And I mean, I grew up -- when I was growing up,
16    I remember riding in a skin boat, two horsepower motor.
17    That was good enough to get you there and back.  You don't
18    carry 50 gallons of gas.  You carry five gallons.  Today
19    it's -- it's getting out of hand.  Just even snowmachines,
20    four-wheelers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.
21    And we need gas.  I know there is oil out there inland.
22    Focus on that oil inland.  Exhaust that oil before you
23    start pushing offshore.
24              And I love my family.  I love my people, our
25    people.  And the way things are going now, it's getting
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 1    worse, and I want to encourage whoever is going to decide
 2    to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the folks
 3    that live up here.  And I'm sure there is other
 4    alternatives besides offshore drilling.
 5              Thanks.
 6                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Good evening.  My
 7    name is Delbert Rexford.  I'm an elected official of the
 8    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  I have the
 9    at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, which is a
10    federally recognized tribe.  Very briefly, we just came
11    from a four-hour seal hunt.  We got one seal, not too much
12    fat on it.  And as Marie alluded to earlier, some of the
13    global warming effects are affecting our marine mammals,
14    the health of our marine mammals.  The emissions into the
15    atmosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where --
16    anywhere in the world within the industrial global
17    community contributes to all of that.
18              When the draft EIS came and addresses threatened
19    species or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals,
20    polar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our
21    cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale.  In
22    1977 when they banned whaling, it was the International
23    Whaling Commission, without knowledge, without
24    acknowledging Inupiat traditional knowledge said, no,
25    there is not enough whales.  But since time immemorial
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 1    through oral history, we knew there was more whales, but
 2    there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert
 3    is aware of.
 4              The concerns that we have offshore is that the
 5    equipment -- I'll take you back to 19 -- when the three
 6    gray whales were stranded.  The oil industry and their
 7    state of their technology tried to save the whales.  Lo
 8    and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their
 9    technology that they propose to use on cleaning up oil
10    spills.  It failed, grossly failed.  So it would have been
11    a detriment to take that equipment out to sea, out to ice
12    and try to clean up an oil spill.
13              And we make good friends with the Russians when
14    the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales.  A
15    simple icebreaker allowed the global phenomenon of three
16    gray whales to be expended to be saved.
17              The point is the industry has not proven that
18    they have the technology to clean under ice.  And the
19    present technology is limited to certain height of wave
20    lengths.  Those are limited.  The booms are limited.
21    The -- the oil spills in the Gulf, the Exxon Valdez are
22    testaments to the fact that in a major -- and you talk
23    about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels.  I don't know what that
24    equates to in terms of gallons of oil.  It underlies the
25    technology is not there.  The zooplankton, the
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 1    micro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the
 2    food chain.
 3              I mean, that's what we are concerned about, our
 4    way of life versus providing national energy to
 5    350,000,000 people who are driving on highways, who have a
 6    lower cost of living allowances all across the nation.
 7    One gallon of milk is nine bucks in Barrow; $9.  The cost
 8    of living is high.
 9              Danny alluded to the size of the engines
10    emitting a lot of gases.  It's inevitable that they get
11    larger.  We will consume more.
12              Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope filed a
13    lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore
14    drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that
15    would be emitted into the atmosphere, because of the
16    noise -- cumulative effects of noise pollution and other
17    cumulative effects.
18              And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and
19    that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation.
20    Very simply, it was that litigation that brought you back
21    to the communities because at the time MMS did not do
22    their homework.
23              So we came back from a four-hour hunt, my nephew
24    and his girlfriend.  We just got back.  And to us, it's
25    Eskimo heaven.  It's where our spirituality is -- is


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 39


 1    completed.  What we can't get here on the land we get from
 2    the sea, the marine mammals that we are concerned about,
 3    about being devastated in the event.  And this is what
 4    bothers our people.  In the unlikely event of an oil spill
 5    is the term used in a lot of these environmental impact
 6    draft statements.  If it was inevitable, what technology
 7    do you have to clean it up?
 8              When you look at the migratory -- what's that
 9    guy's name that sends us those bowhead whale migration
10    maps?
11                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  John Citta.
12                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  John Citta sends us
13    e-mails regarding the route.  When you look at the
14    migration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack
15    in the middle of it.  What has BOEMRE done to consider
16    that part of it, to mitigate any chances of adverse impact
17    on bowhead whales?
18              The community of Point Lay just went through a
19    very historical past three years.  They just reactivated
20    bowhead whaling.  They just landed their second whale.
21    And they are a whaling community.  Not only that, the
22    beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Alaska.
23    I mean, it is -- every time I come down here for beluga
24    whaling, I'm at home because I don't go home empty-handed.
25              And that's the culture that you are -- that you
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 1    are endangering through potential VLOS, very large oil
 2    spills.  That's the threat that we are afraid of.  That's
 3    an unknown that we are afraid of.
 4              In 1977 when the IEWC banned whaling, the
 5    analogy we used was that the buffalo was taken away from
 6    the Native American Indians.  Well, in 1977 they took our
 7    bowhead whales off, and suicides.  The number of suicides
 8    that occurred in those few years after that were -- were
 9    astronomical.  I mean, people lost a sense of
10    spirituality, a sense of wholeness, a sense of belonging
11    to their own land and to the sea that provided for them.
12              So whoever makes that decision to go offshore --
13    I attended in Houston the Outer Continental Shelf policy
14    meetings, and we encouraged impact hunting to those
15    impacted communities.  The federal government has only one
16    impact program that they ever created on the North Slope
17    within NPRA.  Those were the NPRA impacts.  We went to the
18    Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for
19    impact funds to come back to the impacted communities.
20              Impacted communities include suicide, alcohol
21    and drug abuse, and other social norms that go way out of
22    line.
23              And these things BOEMRE, I don't believe, have
24    considered at this stage because if you have, we would
25    like to see what you are offering to the community in case
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 1    of an oil spill.
 2              But I'm speaking on behalf of Inupiat Community
 3    of the Arctic Slope.  I serve on the tribal council.  I've
 4    also served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmental
 5    Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic
 6    monitoring and assessment program within the confines of
 7    Inuit Circumpolar Conference as a delegate, as a delegate
 8    to the United States of America.  And these issues that we
 9    are asking and concerned about tonight are the same issues
10    that we address at the international forums, at the
11    international regimes, that the Arctic nations, the eight
12    country nations regulate within each respective state.
13              But I just want to emphasize that we do oppose
14    offshore drilling.  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope
15    passed a resolution opposing it because of the unknowns of
16    what would happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the
17    VLOS that you have noted should happen because we have
18    three currents.
19              Up in Barrow -- I can talk about Barrow.  I'm
20    not sure about right here.  Up in Barrow we have three
21    currents.  They go north, they go south.  And every
22    species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if
23    it should occur.  How many gallons is 150,000 barrels?
24    Can -- what's -- does anyone know?
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's about 40 gallons to
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 1    a barrel.
 2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  About four-and-a-half
 3    million.
 4                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Four-and-a-half
 5    million gallons?  My lord.  Do you have the technology to
 6    clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?
 7    I don't think you have a plan.  You don't because, like I
 8    said, the industry tried their equipment to rescue the
 9    three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all
10    of their equipment failed.  That's a living testament that
11    the technology didn't work that they were proposing to
12    take out to the sea.
13              Well, I've taken a lot of your time.  I tell you
14    what.  You should spend time out in the ocean.  Maybe you
15    can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you
16    get a chance to get out there.  There is no mosquitoes out
17    there.
18              But thank you.  I'm speaking on behalf of the
19    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and I serve with
20    Sophie on that tribal council.  I've taken a lot of your
21    time, but those are the concerns that we have.  Thank you.
22                    MR. LEO FERREIRA:  Good evening,
23    everybody.  My name is Leo Ferreira, III, for the record.
24    So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be
25    implemented into this BOEMRE.  Point Lay would like to


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 43


 1    have a 60-mile buffer zone instead of -- I'm pretty sure
 2    it's standing at 15- or 13-mile buffer zone.  We want to
 3    move that up to a 60-mile buffer zone, not just for Point
 4    Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the
 5    Arctic Circle.
 6              We also want another stipulation of one drill
 7    rig -- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and
 8    also zero tolerance of cuttings and mud in the ocean,
 9    along with the oil, zero tolerance of oil discharge.
10              These reasons are for the disturbance of our
11    animals.  We have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with
12    disturbance of our tutu migration, our caribou migration
13    route.  We have we have had a coal mine going for a while,
14    and all the helicopter use with coal mining has pushed
15    away our migration route.  We haven't seen our migration
16    route come back close to the village at all in about five
17    to seven years now.
18              And we just shut down the coal mine just not too
19    long ago in our -- I think it was when President Obama
20    went green finger on us.  So we feel the impacts of
21    disturbance.
22              And we also know that our animals in our ocean
23    are very sensitive to noise.  I could use walrus as an
24    example because walrus are disturbed by even smelling
25    cologne or smelling cigarettes in the air.  If somebody is
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 1    upwind and they smell their cologne, they are going to get
 2    disturbed.  They also get disturbed by noise when you
 3    are -- when you are kind of close to them, you will
 4    disturb the walruses by noise, too, also, but mostly by
 5    smelling when they are out of the water.
 6              We also have seen a few animals that we never
 7    seen before so much, like we seen a killer whale a couple
 8    years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity
 9    up here.  So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance
10    from all the ship activity that was happening in the
11    Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down
12    south from us.
13              And all of us -- all of us people that live on
14    the Slope, all of us Natives in Alaska been taught our way
15    of life, so we have a lot of traditional knowledge to pass
16    on to the government so they could help get a better
17    understanding of how we want to live our life because we
18    have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return
19    we want to protect our way of life.  We want the federal
20    government to start listening to what we have to say and
21    start putting these things down as our stipulations to
22    help protect our way of life, like the 60-mile buffer
23    zone.
24              And maybe another one would be like when we go
25    harvest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity
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 1    during our harvests or no air activity along with our
 2    beluga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise
 3    activity in the ocean from the ships and from sonar
 4    activity.
 5              And that's a big concern is all the activity
 6    that's going to happen.  We are not just going to deal
 7    with oil ships.  We are also going to deal with Coast
 8    Guard ships.  And they have helicopters, too.
 9              And the other thing I heard is that if there is
10    going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does
11    happen in the state of Alaska, I'm most definitely
12    positively saying that our way of life will definitely be
13    disturbed because we are going to disturb our migration
14    route for our whales, bowhead whales, beluga whales and
15    the walruses.  The migration routes for these animals are
16    going to get pushed away from our mainland, and it's going
17    to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are
18    going to have to go farther and farther offshore because
19    of too much ship activity out there on the ocean along
20    with --
21              Like I know like the oil spill, like Delbert was
22    saying, is we don't know how -- federal government
23    scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up
24    an oil spill in the icy conditions out here.  I know of
25    three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina,
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 1    and the federal government or the oil companies can't even
 2    fix those, can't even retrieve them, those little oil rigs
 3    out there.  And if we leave junk behind, we are going to
 4    just pollute the ocean.  If we have an oil spill, we're
 5    going to pollute our ocean.  Once we pollute our ocean, we
 6    are going to lose our way of life.
 7              Point Lay is a traditional village.  We live a
 8    traditional life around here.  There is not much jobs from
 9    the government or from our North Slope Borough.  Our
10    workforce around here is about 25 percent.  Twenty-five
11    percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on
12    welfare.  When we are on welfare, we live off the ocean
13    and off the land.  All the animals, the caribou, the musk
14    ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted
15    seals, so --
16              And I also know that because Point Lay and
17    Kivalina and Point Hope are not in the NPRA, if there is
18    an oil spill, these three villages will have no royalties
19    when there is an oil spill.  I have been told we are going
20    to be the laborers.  We are going to be the cleanup crew,
21    and they are just going to get us for the jobs.  And here
22    we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not
23    even included in the NPRA.  We are outside of the NPRA
24    boundaries.
25              And so myself and with others, I oppose offshore
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 1    drilling and I -- I wish the federal government would
 2    listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell
 3    them.  And we would like to control -- have control of our
 4    Inupiat way of life for our animals.  We want to control
 5    our own animals.  We don't want the government telling
 6    us our drill ship is going to be here and good luck on
 7    hunting your animals.
 8              We want to have stipulations saying during this
 9    whale time period, during our bowhead whale time period
10    for that village, please stop your activity.  You are on
11    our area and goes along down the coast, up and down the
12    coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with --
13    we also -- because we know there is going to be
14    helicopters flying up and back workers and everything.
15    And helicopters is a big concern.  It's a real noise
16    factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.
17              We are the -- we are the ambassadors of our land
18    up here.  We want to keep on being the ambassadors of our
19    way of life.  Thank you.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I want to make sure we
21    get this end of the room here, but Emma, do you want say
22    something?
23                    MS. EMMA POKON:  (Shakes head.)
24                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Good evening.  Nathan
25    Henry, for the record.  Let's see.  If -- what was that
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 1    oil spill in Louisiana or somewhere like that?  Deepwater
 2    Horizon.  I'm pretty sure if somebody had said something
 3    like before you guys start that oil drill up here in the
 4    deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, will
 5    you guys have homes prepared for those that want to leave
 6    the area?  And if you guys do have a drill out there, if
 7    there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, like, move
 8    some people if they want to move because, you know, like
 9    it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the
10    land.  And are you prepared to -- not only for the oil
11    spill but, you know, some people might say, oh, man, I
12    don't know if I want to stay here.  Are you guys going to
13    have homes ready, like Anchorage, inland somewhere?
14    Because I'm pretty sure that Exxon would have, like,
15    thousands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if,
16    you know, somebody like me said something like, hey, you
17    got homes prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?
18    And does it matter what we say?  Are you guys still going
19    to go out there and drill or what?
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Those are good
21    questions.
22                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I mean, you hand me the
23    mike and I got something to say, too.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  If you've
25    got something to say, we want to hear it.
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 1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I said it.  Thank you.
 2                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  Sophie Henry, for the
 3    record.  I'm a member of the Native Village of Point Lay
 4    or the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  And if all
 5    this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero
 6    discharge and all that.  Well, it's like buying a new car.
 7    Everything you get is brand-new.  It's not going to leak,
 8    but over time it leaks, you see.  And that's just going to
 9    cause a problem and it's just going to be a rolling effect
10    of more problems, of course.
11              And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince
12    William Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mobil [sic], you know,
13    that problem just -- it's still a devastation in that area
14    for them, and if -- you know, if they were to drill out
15    here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they
16    even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice,
17    you know, what's there, like year-round?  You know all of
18    that?  You know all that?  It's good stuff.
19              Anyways, you know, like the famous question I
20    have been seeing all over when they first started talking
21    about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in
22    ice; under ice, in the ice.  You know, how do you clean
23    all that up?  And if -- there is just -- it's just
24    irritating.
25              Anyways, also I wanted to know, like, you know,
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 1    kind of like what Willard said when he said that the
 2    subsistence and stuff, they are our way of life.  It's our
 3    tradition.  It's the way we live.  And it's what the
 4    Elders lived off of hundreds of years ago.  We didn't
 5    have, you know, what we have now at the stores.  And we --
 6    you know, if the Elders nowadays lose all of that stuff,
 7    you know, the living Elders we have now, they are going
 8    to -- if they can't have their -- if they lose their food,
 9    their way of life what they grew up on, pretty much the
10    oil companies are basically, you know, letting the
11    Elders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the
12    food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on,
13    it's just a rolling effect of our life.
14              And you know, it's just something we don't -- if
15    you asked me like ten years ago before I moved to Point
16    Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'm for offshore drilling, I'm
17    for it.  Well, I moved up here nine years ago.  For the
18    first time I hunt.  So I know, you know, what it is like
19    to have the food.  I know how to hunt now.  I know how to
20    provide for my family.
21              My kids are going to be eight and five.  And
22    like my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou,
23    you know, beluga, whale.  He prefers that over, like, your
24    food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy.  My son
25    prefers our food.  And if he doesn't have that, well, when
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 1    he becomes a father, how is he going to have that for his
 2    family?
 3              It's just basically the oil companies want to
 4    rob us of our lives basically is how I feel.  And you
 5    know, with them doing that and killing off what we learned
 6    to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically
 7    in a way taking away our identity to a certain extent.
 8              And I just -- I oppose offshore drilling 100
 9    percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to make
10    the decisions to do this, I suggest them to actually come
11    here, rather than living in Washington making all these
12    decisions -- how would they like it if, like, our
13    community tells them how to live their lives and take away
14    what they love?  They wouldn't like that just as much as
15    we don't like them taking away our mammals.
16              And it's wrong.  It's stupid.  And they
17    shouldn't have a say.  They should obviously look at the
18    communities.  And everybody that I know and I've heard,
19    they all say no.  We can shout as loud as we want, no, no,
20    no, and they are still trying to come around and ask
21    questions, like we are not going to change our minds.  Why
22    do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities,
23    it's this, it's that?  So what?  You know, we can -- we --
24    so what?
25              You know, we would rather -- we would rather our
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 1    whales, we would rather everything else.  They shouldn't
 2    have the right to make the decision to take our lives,
 3    basically.  They shouldn't have the right to take away our
 4    mammals, our -- you know, it's just our way of life.  It's
 5    our ancestors' traditions.  It's everything.  Just like we
 6    don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't --
 7    we don't get to take away what they love.  They shouldn't
 8    have the right to take ours is what I wanted to say.
 9              Thank you.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.  I'm
11    going to get everybody.  We are going to take a break, but
12    we have to go around first.  Two folks here.  Okay.  I
13    want to go over here.  Thank you.
14                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Good evening.
15    Robert Lisbourne, for the record.  I am against offshore
16    drilling, any kind, because the person who I am today is
17    who I stand for.  I am Inupiat.  We are Inupiat.  We -- we
18    have been hunting.  We have the traditions we had for
19    thousands of years.  We live off the land.  We live off
20    our food.  It's just a blessing to be Inupiat.  And I'd
21    just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know,
22    for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.
23              I would just hate to see my kids and my
24    grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean
25    and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just --
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 1    it's just a continuous food chain that we need.  So
 2    anything happen out there or in there, that chain is just
 3    going to break, and we will be lost without it.  It's who
 4    we are and what we love to do.
 5              And thanks for coming to Point Lay.  I'm just
 6    against the offshore drilling.
 7                    MR. SCOTT GUYER:  My name is Scott Guyer,
 8    G-U-Y-E-R.  I work for the North Slope Science Initiative.
 9    I was in town today for another meeting and was invited to
10    come tonight, and I'm happy to be here.  Glad to listen to
11    all the comments and understand what the community feels
12    about this subject.  And I work for the director, and I
13    will be taking information back to him and discussing what
14    was said here to him.  So don't really have any comment
15    myself.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then I think -- and
17    sir?  I don't want to forget you.
18                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.:  Hello.  Good
19    evening.  Warren Lampe, Senior, lifelong year-round
20    subsistence hunter, subsistence user.  Like everybody
21    said, talking about all the children that are going to be
22    growing up before -- you know, after us, we want them to
23    use, you know, our land and our sea just like I did when I
24    was a child when my parents were out there hunting and
25    providing for us.  I have been in this lifestyle all my
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 1    life, and I don't think it will ever change.  I want it
 2    not to change.  Just like everybody else who talk on the
 3    mike tonight, I'm in full opposition of offshore oil, oil.
 4    So -- and I'd like to give thanks and welcome to our
 5    visitors here.  They have a good voice.  Their voice is
 6    heard.  It gives us ideas, gives us information.
 7              I do serve on the North Slope Borough Fish &
 8    Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue.  And with
 9    Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, I
10    think we are the closest community, so we are in
11    opposition.  We are very worried about an oil spill.  It
12    is inevitable.  I mean, it's going to happen, you know,
13    here now or, you know, there later.  I mean, it will
14    happen.
15              I understand that they don't have the proper
16    equipment to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean.  I
17    know just recently they had started their -- they had
18    started these science projects out here in our ocean and
19    in our land.  I mean, that was just started recently.  And
20    it's good to hear that, you know, we have all these
21    corporations going around trying to get information from
22    the people who lived here for 1,000 years or more, more
23    than that.  And we have -- you know, we have all this
24    information in our head.
25              And I'm glad to see that there is people coming
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 1    getting comments from us, getting the information from us
 2    that it's not written down.  Nothing is -- none of this is
 3    written down on paper.  And it's -- it's hard.  It's hard
 4    for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill
 5    because that will change everybody's life here.  We
 6    wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oil
 7    drilling.  We would like to see onshore drilling as much
 8    as possible.
 9              I think everywhere you go they will have
10    opposition for the offshore drilling.  And I'd like to see
11    more voices.  I'd like to see more -- more people talking,
12    more people telling us what they know and what some of us
13    don't know.  So the more information we are getting into
14    the meetings, I think the better off, but in some ways I
15    think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oil
16    developments, we are just not going to stop them.
17              We need to find -- I mean, they need to come up
18    with some kind of oil spill response that will work,
19    actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a
20    spill, stop it from coming ashore, try to contain it in
21    the little area that's already affected.  I think that's
22    one of the biggest worries that I have is oil spill
23    containment and cleanup because it's inevitable.  It will
24    happen in small amounts or in large amounts.  It doesn't
25    matter.
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 1              That's -- that's contaminating our food out
 2    there.  It's like our garden.  It's like you using
 3    pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are
 4    trying to eat.  It's the same thing.  It's killing off a
 5    lot of things.
 6              But I am in full opposition of offshore
 7    drilling.  I have been living off the land my whole life.
 8              I can't really think of anything else to say,
 9    but welcome.  Thank you for coming, getting information,
10    and I really hope -- I really hope it's heard.  I hope our
11    voice is heard, and not only heard but put into the
12    thought and make them think about -- think about these
13    things that they are trying to get information on, not
14    just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.
15              You know, we -- I'd like to see some like -- I'd
16    like to have them notify us, you know, talk to us back,
17    not just us talking to them and telling them, you know,
18    what we think.  I think they should -- I think they should
19    -- I think we should hear their voice back after they get
20    all this information.  And after we give the information,
21    I think we could get some information back on what is
22    going to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this
23    stuff that we talked about.  That would be a lot -- that
24    would be a real positive thing.
25              As I said, I'm in full opposition.  I like -- I
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 1    love my subsistence way of life.  And it's never going to
 2    stop for me.  I'm just hoping and I'm praying that it's
 3    not going to stop for our future generations that are
 4    going to come.
 5              I know there has been a lot of fighting for the
 6    way of life that we live.  You know, the oil drills up on
 7    the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they
 8    try to take away our bowhead living.  They are trying
 9    to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, like
10    populations of all of our animals, and they are trying to
11    take actions before they -- before they come up with any
12    kind of results.  You know, it's nice for people to come
13    up here and get the information from the people who
14    actually live up here and see it every day of our lives.
15    Even if it's the smallest animal that we see running
16    across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.
17    I can't put it any other way.
18              But I really do oppose offshore oil drilling.
19    I'm in full opposition to that.  And everybody who talked
20    on the mike, they are in full opposition, but the way I
21    see it, I think it's going to happen anyways.  They are
22    going to go out there and drill offshore.  It's going to
23    happen anyways, even without our opposition.
24              It will help a lot for each and every entity
25    that comes up here we can give information to and try to
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 1    get, you know, oil spill response teams in these
 2    communities that we live in.  We reside here year-round,
 3    and we are not going to move.
 4              I think me and everybody else here would like to
 5    have some good part of our population trained or at least
 6    know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.
 7    I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be
 8    trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill.  I
 9    know there is -- there is corporations that give a limited
10    amount of people, two or three or four people, who go down
11    and they will leave town for training, this oil spill
12    training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- I
13    mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.
14              We need a community to know what's going on with
15    the oil spill and know what to do.  I think it takes a
16    whole community to understand that.  And I'm sure
17    everybody in this community, if they are trained and if
18    they know how, they will give a hand.  They will lend
19    their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain,
20    try to protect our way of life.
21              That's another big thing with all this oil
22    development.  I think every coastal community should have
23    at least a crew of people who know how to operate
24    machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not
25    just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah,
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 1    well, we are going to have this contained and everything,
 2    but they are going to be providing -- they are going to
 3    say, yeah, we are bringing money up there.  We are going
 4    to clean it up, giving you money, putting people to work,
 5    but that's the people that they already have trained to do
 6    that kind of job.  And I think -- I think they should come
 7    to every community and at least train as many people as
 8    they could and get that thought in their mind so we know
 9    how to do it so we are able to do it.
10              I think that's another big thing on this
11    offshore drilling.  When an oil spill does happen, you
12    know, I think every community should know what to do, not
13    turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call
14    people and ask, okay, what do we do?  We don't know --
15    that would be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a
16    community level to have nobody know what to do here.  I
17    think that should be another strong -- another real good
18    idea.
19              I think I've said pretty much everything I could
20    think of.  I'm sure there is more but, you know, I'm -- I
21    said -- I said I think -- I think I said what counts, so
22    welcome and thank you.  Thank you for your time.  Thank
23    you for letting us speak.
24              And you know, we are providing information.  So
25    I think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to
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 1    the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups.  And we would
 2    like feedback on it.  We would like feedback.  We would
 3    like for them to, you know, at least come talk to us and
 4    tell us, okay, this is what we do for your comment that
 5    you said, you know.
 6              We need some kind of feedback for that.  We
 7    didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that
 8    we did get.  But feedback to us would be -- would be
 9    helpful.  That would be -- that would move us to the next
10    level of understanding, to the next level of comments and
11    everything that -- everything that we talked about so we
12    don't keep talking about the same thing over and over.
13              We would like to see something done about it and
14    something -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done
15    so they could move on to another concern.  But I think
16    that's all I got to say.
17              And I hope everybody came to an understanding
18    about all that.  So thank you and good evening.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
20    Well said, and you will have a chance to speak again.  We
21    have been at this for a while.  I know we have got to give
22    our recorder about a ten-minute break.  So how about we
23    take a ten-minute break.  We will all come back and go
24    around the room again.  We won't leave until everybody is
25    satisfied.
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 1               (A break was taken.)
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We notice it was pointed
 3    out by one of the community members that some people
 4    arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again
 5    so we are all on the same plate, I've asked Sharon to come
 6    up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so
 7    that everybody understands why we're here.
 8                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  I was just going to,
 9    rather than go -- unless you all want me to go through the
10    flip chart again, I can just kind of summarize what we
11    talked about.  So what's the preference?
12                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Summarize.
13                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  Why we are here
14    today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ocean
15    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, is seeking
16    your comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental
17    Environmental Impact Statement.  Copies are on the table.
18    We are here because of a court litigation that was done
19    back in 2008 prior to sale 193.  And the Court told us to
20    go back and to readdress the concerns.
21              So those are the three concerns we are
22    addressing in that document is what the Court told us we
23    had to do because our EIS was not adequate on natural gas
24    development or on the missing information that we stated
25    in the document.  So we have to follow the regulations and
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 1    go back and do it.
 2              In addition, after we published the draft
 3    supplemental EIS, we came up here, got the community's
 4    comments, got public comments, over 150,000 comments.
 5    We -- a lot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater
 6    Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what would
 7    happen if there was a very large oil spill.  So we went
 8    back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill.  And
 9    so that is in the document.  So not only do we have the
10    information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we also
11    had information on what it would be if a very large oil
12    spill would happen.
13              We need your comments.  We need your comments.
14    We need any traditional knowledge to take a look at our
15    document.  The due date for public comments and your
16    comments are due July 11th.  We are using regulations.gov.
17    There is information on the table on the website to how to
18    submit your comments.  If you have got any questions on
19    how to submit those comments, we have a telephone number
20    to our office in Anchorage.  We are out of Anchorage,
21    Alaska.  We are all Alaskans up here.  So you can call us
22    and we can let you know.
23              Again, after we take your comments, we will
24    prepare a final supplemental environmental impact
25    statement.  This supplements the environmental impact
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 1    statement that was done in 2007.  And it will go to the
 2    Secretary of the Interior who will make the decision
 3    whether to affirm the lease sale, the area that was
 4    offered for lease in 2008, or make some changes to it.  He
 5    can affirm the lease sale, keep the leases, or he can
 6    cancel the leases.  It's all on the table.  So he needs to
 7    go back and make that decision.
 8              Once he makes that decision, it will be filed
 9    with the Court.  The Court has asked him to make that
10    decision by the 3rd of October.  He will make the
11    decision.  It will be filed with the Court, and the
12    district judge in Alaska will decide whether or not our
13    agency has complied with the federal laws of the National
14    Environmental Policy Act and any other federal laws that
15    were raised in the litigation to make sure the agency met
16    its obligation in doing that.
17              So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  One
19    thing I want to add.  And I heard this in this meeting and
20    at our meeting government-to-government this afternoon and
21    at another meeting.  Some of the Elders have said you have
22    been coming up here for 15, 20, 30 years.  We tell you the
23    same thing.  Well, it's not that we are coming to bother
24    you, thinking you might change your mind, but there is a
25    law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program
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 1    and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.
 2              While you have this requirement, you also have
 3    new administrations and new presidents and new Secretary
 4    of the Interior and all those kind of folks.  But because
 5    of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a
 6    requirement that we come back and speak with you.  So in
 7    many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that
 8    people have to come up and speak with you and make sure
 9    that's what it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that
10    was 30 years ago, it doesn't count.  We can't do that.  We
11    have to make sure we are talking with the communities and
12    your voice is heard.
13              And so it's kind of a bother.  This is the best
14    time of the year for you.  It's gorgeous outside.  I
15    understand belugas are coming.  The fishing is going to be
16    great.  And here we are at a meeting.  But this is
17    important and this is what we need.  So thank you very
18    much.
19              So why don't we start on this side of the room.
20    Okay.  Sir, would you like to comment again?
21                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  First of all, Nathan
22    Henry.  And I'd like to apologize.  I was thinking that
23    maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the
24    ocean and drilling.  So I'm sorry about that.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.
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 1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  So just a scientific
 2    question.  Is the global warming a natural cause or is the
 3    global warming caused of the oil being sucked out -- like
 4    opposite from insulation.  You think that maybe that oil
 5    down there will keep it cool and it's just being sucked up
 6    and now it's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that
 7    might be cause of -- part of the cause of the global
 8    warming?
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question,
10    and we can talk about that all night.  This is Jim Kendall
11    speaking.  Bottom line is, no matter what's causing global
12    climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first
13    in the Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have
14    to consider that in our analyses.  But the jury is out on
15    what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is
16    happening.
17              You are -- right here in the Arctic it's
18    starting first.  And we have got to deal with it in our
19    analysis, as well.
20                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  There has been --
21    throughout the years and years there has been like
22    billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground,
23    and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place
24    like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago
25    or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oil
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 1    was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big
 2    major difference or there are still grounds -- there are
 3    still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to
 4    go there or are there different flowers growing out or,
 5    you know -- I know that you can't stop the global warming,
 6    but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's in the record.
 8    Thank you.
 9                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Okay.  Thank you.  Good
10    evening.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Nathan,
12    right?  Thank you.  Okay.  Next?
13                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.:  Hello.  Warren
14    Lampe, Senior, for the record again.  There was a couple
15    thoughts that did come to mind within the short time that
16    I had the mike.  This ocean and where they are drilling,
17    where they propose to drill is right smack in the middle
18    of our highway.  It's like a highway, our food highway
19    that our animals have to migrate past us and get back.
20    They get to their feeding grounds.  They get to their
21    grounds that they have babies.  You know, they pass by us,
22    and they have to pass by us to do it.
23              With the oil spill happening out there, it's
24    going to halt the migration.  It will reroute the
25    migration.  It's just like when we are traveling to the
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 1    store on the highway, a tree or something accidentally
 2    falls on the highway, it's going to stop us.  It will stop
 3    us from going to the store.  Same thing it will do to the
 4    animals with the oil spill.  It will halt the migration,
 5    change the route.  And it might take years.  It might take
 6    20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this migration
 7    is going and, within that time, it will be too late.
 8              And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oil
 9    being sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our
10    global heating, global warming, I mean, there is relevance
11    that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they
12    are burning it.  It makes carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide.
13    So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, I
14    mean, he's right.
15              But with our ocean and the drilling, I think --
16    I think most of their studies and I think most of their
17    money that they are putting out for this energy, I think
18    it should be going towards renewable energy like ocean
19    currents.  They produce energy.  They have proven
20    technology that we can get energy out of currents.  We
21    have technology that we can get energy out of the wind.
22              We have a whole bunch of technology that's
23    proven to convert to -- converted to this renewable energy
24    that we could use over and over, not like the oil and gas
25    that we burn one time or -- you know, we could use the


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 68


 1    heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery.  We
 2    could use the heat off of it.  But it's not the same.
 3              I think most of this money that they are pouring
 4    out into getting energy, I think most of it should be put
 5    to renewable energy.  I think that's another big --
 6    another big situation that, you know, they should think
 7    about and put to use, renewable energy.  With that, we
 8    could have renewable -- we could have, like, wind turbines
 9    here to have energy whenever we have wind instead of using
10    oil all the time to heat our homes.
11              And that's another part of the -- another part
12    of the situation that I'm trying to understand and I'm
13    trying -- I'm still trying to calculate it in my brain
14    that -- all these negative effects that are going to
15    happen to us.  And once that happens, there is pretty much
16    no way of getting it back.  There is no way of making our
17    life the same.  It's going to be changed, you know,
18    probably forever.
19              But I think a lot more money should be put into
20    renewable energy instead of having all this wasted money
21    of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and --
22    because a lot of the money that they put in, it's -- it's
23    almost like a waste to me.  They put all this money in and
24    then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to
25    plan.  Somebody else stops and steps in and say, no, that
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 1    can't be done.  You can't do it that way.  So all that
 2    money that they use to try to come up with all this
 3    information, it could have been used to, you know, put --
 4    put it towards renewable energy.  I think that's a big --
 5    that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be
 6    thought of more carefully, put more information into
 7    there.
 8              I think they should have a round of
 9    informational meetings about renewable energy because I
10    think that's some -- something that -- that we would all
11    support instead of right now we are all in opposition of
12    offshore oil drilling, and if you come up with renewable
13    energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy
14    or the wind providing energy for us, that would be a whole
15    change of story that would save our traditional cultural
16    way of life.  It would save a whole culture, a whole group
17    of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.
18              I think most of us would -- we would be in
19    support of renewable energy because we are all -- we are
20    all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even
21    on our land where we are opposed to oil energy, oil
22    drilling so much, but it's more so far offshore.  We don't
23    want it to happen.  I think they should put more --
24    more -- more of what they have, their funds, their
25    thoughts, their energy, put more of it into renewable
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 1    energy.  I think that's -- I think that would be a -- that
 2    would make a whole lot more of Alaska happy.
 3              I think that's -- that's a -- that's a big
 4    thought, too.  I think that's -- that's what should
 5    happen.  That's what should be happening because oil is
 6    going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now just
 7    like our Prudhoe Bay is running out.  We are going to run
 8    out of oil.  We are going to run out of energy.  Within
 9    that time we may have an oil spill.  We may have
10    contamination that's irreversible.
11              I mean, we go to renewable energy, we are -- we
12    will be able to make use of it over and over again instead
13    of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns
14    off into our atmosphere.  It causes a chain reaction of
15    negative events.
16              And when I think in my mind, I think we could
17    use this -- we could be going to renewable energy, and
18    it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting
19    as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative
20    impacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and
21    getting it ready for us to use and making it useful for us
22    to burn safely.
23              I think -- I think they should turn their head
24    the other way, turn it away from offshore oil drilling and
25    put -- you know, face the renewable energy because the oil
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 1    is going to run out.  Our wind won't run out.  Our water
 2    currents, they may change, but they are still going to be
 3    there, not like the oil.  You know, it's going to
 4    disappear.  It's going to be gone.  So that's a big
 5    thought.
 6              I think more -- more thought, more energy, more,
 7    you know, information should be put towards renewable
 8    energy.  That's something we would be in support of
 9    because everybody -- I'm -- I think everybody that you --
10    everywhere you go there is going to be opposition.  There
11    is going to be strong opposition for offshore oil
12    drilling.
13              So if that could make it to, you know, the
14    decisionmakers up there to -- I think they should change
15    direction and start -- start developing renewable energy.
16    That's a big thing because I think a lot of us would be in
17    support of that.  So that's a thought I had in mind.
18              So thank you very much.
19                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Good evening.  Leo
20    Ferreira, III, for the record.  I just wanted to get out
21    some stuff that I kind of left out.  I can't remember
22    everything, but I just wanted to touch a little bit on
23    science and the studies that's been going on.  I don't
24    think the lease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen
25    because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of
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 1    our sea animals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our
 2    seals, and our bowhead whales.  There hasn't been a real
 3    good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an
 4    oil spill -- what the harms would be to them.  And so we
 5    need to do more baseline studies before the sale lease of
 6    193.  There needs to be more base study of our animals in
 7    the sea.
 8              And another thing that the Coast Guard, the
 9    Coast Guard ships, I already know that when they go out
10    here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how much
11    oil is in there, that there will only be -- I understand
12    there will only be one ship for containment of an oil
13    spill in case.
14              And Warren has a point about an oil spill that
15    the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the
16    outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill
17    so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster
18    and will have more people available.  And that's just
19    another way of generating jobs up here on the North Slope
20    is we all live off of the land and sea year-round, whether
21    it be berries, tutu, caribou, musk ox, polar bears, brown
22    bears, walrus, bowhead whales, beluga, all the sea animals
23    and land animals.  That would help protect our way of
24    life.  So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an
25    oil spill, we would like to have training.
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 1              And that's another reason why the sale of 193
 2    shouldn't happen because their response is going to be too
 3    slow, especially when you have a Coast Guard ship
 4    stationed almost 1,000 miles from where we are at right
 5    now.
 6              And since there is no scientific way of cleaning
 7    up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice
 8    conditions and the harsh environment out here in the
 9    Arctic Circle, if there is an oil spill that's going to
10    affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our
11    beluga, our walrus, even our sea birds that migrate out
12    here when springtime has arrived, and also fall time is
13    what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way
14    of life as we know it to this day.
15              And I feel that government is not capable of
16    replacing our way of life for the great dollar.  Right now
17    that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this
18    village.  We live off of welfare around here, and the
19    biggest job is the North Slope Borough, and that's about
20    20 percent of this village workforce.  And the rest of us
21    are on welfare.
22              I don't think sale 193 should happen until some
23    of these other issues are dealt with and more studies
24    being done just in case there is an oil spill and we have
25    to clean it up.  We feel like we shouldn't have to pay the
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 1    price for an oil spill and then end up living off of
 2    welfare because the oil spill has taken away our way of
 3    life out here in the ocean because we already know oil
 4    kills off and kills off on land.  It's going to kill off
 5    worse in the water.  And it's not just going to affect the
 6    state of Alaska Natives.  It's going to affect everybody
 7    up here in the Arctic Circle.  It's going to chart a chain
 8    reaction.
 9              Just like with global warming, it's already
10    starting a chain reaction.  It's just the State ain't
11    going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have
12    a change in environment up here because of global warming.
13    So I hope that the federal government listens to our
14    comments and takes into consideration that what we have to
15    say will help make these rules and regulations for the
16    offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal government
17    with the oil industry.
18              Our ecosystem out here is very sensitive to
19    pollutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise
20    activity.  We already know; knowledge already tells us and
21    our ancestors already told us, and we even see it
22    ourselves and we live the life.  We would be disturbing
23    our animals and changing our migration routes.  Warren has
24    a point there when he talks about the oil having an affect
25    on our animals.  He's right.  It will change the
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 1    migration, or we might not even be able to harvest our
 2    animals because of an oil spill.
 3              And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up
 4    an oil spill.  And we would very much like to see them
 5    have some kind of way of assuring us that in case there is
 6    an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oil
 7    spill.  And we don't want to lose our way of life because
 8    we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away
 9    our way of life.  We already know.  But we know we have to
10    try to balance things out and work with the federal
11    government and work with the Obama Administration so we
12    can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put
13    into effect so we could try to help our way of life and
14    sustain it the way we all come to an understanding.
15              So I oppose sale 193.  And thank you.
16                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  Boy, I'd like to thank
17    Point Lay.  You guys say the same thing Point Hope says.
18    You guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said.  And you
19    guys say same thing -- I have been listening to this for
20    20 years.  Every time BOEMRE comes to our communities to
21    talk about offshore leases, Point Hope always say no.
22    It's been -- my father was against offshore activity, and
23    I'm strongly against offshore activity.
24              I had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it
25    happened, and I witnessed the government, the oil
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 1    companies not really doing anything to try to stop that
 2    spill at the Gulf.  I seen some birds that I haven't seen
 3    in a long time, and I seen some birds I will never see
 4    again, like what has happened with the Exxon Valdez oil
 5    spill.
 6              One good comment I heard tonight was Mr. Lampe.
 7    He wanted feedback.  He wanted BOEMRE to come back and
 8    explain about the comments that Salazar will be looking
 9    at.  So you see, Mr. Kendall, I think the Village of Point
10    Lay would like you to come back and explain about your
11    comment -- about their comments and how you are going to
12    submit it to Salazar.
13              Before October's decision, I'd like to take all
14    the tribal council members to Washington, D.C. when he's
15    going to make his decision.  And my goal is to pick up a
16    resolution from all the tribal villages about opposition
17    to offshore activity.
18              We all know in the past North Slope Borough has
19    been doing a lot of research in which our communities has
20    to have anything to say about.  Even though we have got a
21    North Slope Borough Wildlife Commission, our communities
22    always ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.
23    So we in the communities don't really trust the North
24    Slope Borough or the State of Alaska.  We trust ourselves
25    because our traditional knowledge is very strong, and we
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 1    carry on for years.  We don't write in the book.  Our
 2    ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by
 3    words.
 4              I thank you very much from the bottom of my
 5    heart about your comments.  It's very strong, make me feel
 6    real good that you guys are against offshore activity.
 7    I'm going to do a radio talk show at KBRW like I did at
 8    KOTZ, making my report what kind of meeting you had at
 9    Point Lay, what kind of meeting we had at Point Hope and
10    what kind of meeting we had at Kotzebue.  Hopefully I'll
11    be able to make it to Wainwright.
12              I haven't heard anything much about baseline
13    studies about our wildlife, but all I heard was oil spill.
14    Everywhere I go to, we talk about oil spill.  So you see,
15    I'll send a message to Salazar, Mr. Salazar, people of the
16    Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part
17    of the ecosystem in the Arctic, want to protect the
18    wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the
19    people for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our
20    cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our
21    people united, wildlife that would make our people work to
22    good and be stronger.
23              So you see, Mr. Salazar, we are in heavy
24    protection.  We need heavy protection from oil development
25    in the Arctic; not only oil development, but the
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 1    transportation routes coming from Europe going to Asia
 2    from the Northwest Passage.
 3              So thank you, Mr. Salazar, for accepting my
 4    request.  Thank you.
 5                    MS. JOANNE NEAKOK:  I'll share this.
 6    JoAnne Neakok, for the record.  I just want to share that
 7    I'd like to support my grandchildren and my children and
 8    my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is
 9    decided for whatever they can use for energy, you know, I
10    really -- I really oppose offshore drilling myself.
11              But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.
12    And we are so spoiled, like someone mentioned here,
13    because we can just turn on a light switch and we don't
14    have to hang dry our clothes.  And we don't have to, you
15    know, walking for transportation, but I -- I really feel
16    that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we
17    are being attacked either way.
18              And I love going out to the ocean with my
19    husband.  We share a lot of good times out there.  Brings
20    us joy to our family when we bring home something from the
21    ocean.  And when the captains bring home a whale, it's a
22    happy occasion for the community.  It brings the community
23    together stronger, and we are able to work with each other
24    hand in hand.  And it's a blessing, the ocean.  It brings
25    life to everyone, you know.
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 1              For me it was scary to even ride out there on an
 2    18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or
 3    the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, I think
 4    about how mighty God is out there, controlling the waves.
 5    And you know, I say a prayer for anyone that goes out to
 6    hunt, that God will just bring them home safely.  I'm sure
 7    everyone does that in the community, not only myself and
 8    Willard or, you know, other families.
 9              And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry
10    about hunters out in the wintertime.  We are having to go
11    search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and look for
12    the person.  And that's, you know, gas, using gas.
13              But I wanted to say that sharing our food from
14    the ocean is always a blessing to bring people together,
15    and that's a strong, you know -- I think it's strong
16    enough to say that it pulls the families together.  But I
17    want to share from Genesis I, Verse 10.  "And God called
18    the dry and earth and the gathering together of the
19    waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good."  And
20    I -- I see it that way.  You know, it's a blessing.
21              Thank you.
22                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  My name is Willard
23    Neakok, for the record.  I have three more items that are
24    related to offshore drilling which I'm in opposition.  But
25    first, you know, a few people would look out the window.
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 1    Look at the sky.  Fifty years ago, for those that remember
 2    those days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky
 3    wasn't that light.  What is it?  Maybe powder blue.
 4              Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago,
 5    maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that.  If
 6    you look at the childhood pictures where your parents are
 7    taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute.  I want to take
 8    this picture.  And if you look in the background, look at
 9    the sky.  You know, for us, 50 years plus, look at our
10    childhood pictures.  Look at the sky.  You will see the
11    difference.  They were a lot bluer than that, all because
12    of emissions from fossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't
13    regulated, car engines that weren't tuned up.  And I'm
14    sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they look
15    outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day.  Fifty years
16    ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a lot more
17    bluer than what we see today.
18              Just think about it.  Even pictures back in the
19    days, you look at them, you will see the sky a lot more
20    bluer, more colorful, you know.  We are seeing a blue
21    planet from a satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet;
22    but then a lot of people don't think of looking up and
23    seeing blue sky no more.  I noticed that like maybe 20
24    years ago.  Our skies are changing.
25              Why is that?  And nowadays, learning from
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 1    emissions from fossil fuels unregulated, you know,
 2    emissions from all the different countries that we have.
 3              But three other things that I wanted to mention
 4    is the sound that your drill rig will make.  I'm going to
 5    use Kivalina as a subject.  Thirty years ago, you know,
 6    they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.
 7    Before then, you know, they had belugas, they had whales
 8    migrating through their ocean.
 9              And then they built that Red Dog port, and all
10    the noise coming from that port was affecting the
11    migration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.
12    Now they have to go 30 miles north just to try and harvest
13    belugas, bowheads.  They never had that problem before
14    sound start being emitted from the ships that are going in
15    to Red Dog port.
16              And if we have that up here, you know, right
17    where lease 193 is going to be, who knows what our
18    migration route is going to be for the bowheads or
19    belugas.
20              You know, sound travels quite a ways on the
21    water, a lot more further than on land.  Another thing
22    that's why I'm in opposition of offshore drilling.
23              Another thing is where sale 193 is, I had to ask
24    Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam.  I had to ask
25    him what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal.  And
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 1    right there on the north side of where they want to drill,
 2    the south side of it is where the current goes.  And on
 3    the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.
 4    They got clams, they got mussels; you know, whatever they
 5    need.  It's a small area, but that's where the walrus goes
 6    to feed.
 7              I learned that.  You know, I am a walrus
 8    commissioner.  And I just learned that just in February
 9    when we had a meeting with Shell Oil.  In fact, Shell Oil
10    and we had an Eskimo Walrus Commission meeting almost a
11    day apart from each other.  I learned where they wanted to
12    drill.  Next day I learned that is where the largest
13    concentration of clams and mussels and where the walrus
14    feed.
15              And if we have an oil spill, the current is
16    going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah
17    Shoal.  And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats
18    that, then, you know, they are doomed.  Where are you
19    going to go next?  That's another thing.  That's why I'm
20    in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.
21    It might be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the
22    hottest -- more important that the walrus has been using
23    for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.
24    Now they have to swim 60 plus miles just to come to land
25    and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go
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 1    feed.
 2              Losing one thing just because we want to gain
 3    another, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know,
 4    have lights, have gas to run around by boat, snowmachine,
 5    aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are
 6    in opposition.  We are trying to balance everything.
 7    That's why, you know, we say what I've heard here tonight,
 8    you know.  Let's deplete whatever is on land.  There is
 9    ANWR.  There is all different other places here in the --
10    or the Lower 48, I should say, that there might be
11    potential for oil.  Canada, even.
12              We are so dependent on trying to provide our own
13    United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know,
14    producing our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we
15    still order from, you know, other different countries.
16    And now we have a small version of, you know, oil
17    producing at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably,
18    what, 15 percent of the United States consuming oil.
19              That's another thing.  I like the idea of, you
20    know, renewable energy, you know.  We are in the 21st
21    century.  Why can't we produce something to -- that will
22    be renewable, something that we can use to run our
23    generators, run our snowmachines, run our boats?  We have
24    technology out there.
25              It's like Warren said, let's use that money to
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 1    try and find something that we can renew every -- even if
 2    we have -- you know, we have cell phones.  We have
 3    cameras.  We have, you know, renewable, rechargeable
 4    batteries.  Why can't we do something to substitute fossil
 5    fuels?
 6              Someday we are going to run out.  That's why we
 7    need the technology to recognize and figure out what we
 8    can use to renew our way that we are so used to.
 9              When we first came here, you know, we had to go
10    find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our homes.  We had
11    to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a
12    little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.
13    You know, we are accustomed to it.  It was introduced to
14    us.
15              Now, you know, with the technology we have
16    today, I'm sure that, you know, scientists -- you know,
17    somebody will come up with something that we can use
18    rather than it will be there forever.  Maybe someday our
19    skies will start turning darker blue than what we see now.
20              And I think the last thing I was going to talk
21    about was what are we going to do if -- if this
22    exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case
23    scenario of large oil spill.  We don't have the capability
24    of having staging areas for booms, for vessels.  Closest
25    one is, what, Kodiak.  Or Prudhoe Bay.  They have a small
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 1    one, but not enough to contain what may have happened like
 2    in Prince William Sound or the Gulf of Mexico.  Where are
 3    we going to stage it?
 4              I go out one day and start seeing big containers
 5    of boom, big, you know, boats out there.  We have like
 6    six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and
 7    every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of
 8    every summer.  We utilize almost every one of them.  You
 9    know, where are we going to -- might take four or five
10    days before we finally reach or they finally reach with
11    adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.
12              Sure, Shell said that they are going to have
13    boom close enough on their different ships.  They are
14    going to have boom.  But what if it's bigger than the
15    Exxon/Mobile [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big
16    as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico?  They don't have
17    enough containment booms to take care of the oil spill.
18    Where are we going to stay?  Take four or five days for,
19    you know, a ship to come up with enough containment.
20              I heard somebody say, what about the oil under
21    the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.
22    We have a lot of moving ice out there.  We have a lot of
23    underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on
24    the surface of the ice.  You know, who knows where it's
25    going to go?  Oil companies say, yes, we have the


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 86


 1    technology on how to do it.  But how are they going to do
 2    it underneath the ice?  Oil is lighter than water, and it
 3    can travel with the current.
 4              That's why I said earlier, you know, all the
 5    other coastal villages on the west coast of Alaska are
 6    going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing,
 7    tar balls being washed ashore.  I heard about plankton,
 8    the micro-organisms.  It's going to domino effect to --
 9    from micro-organisms to the bowhead.  It will do that,
10    like I said again earlier, we lose everything.  We lose
11    our way of life.  Like what I heard from Sophie, we lose
12    our identity.  We lose our identity because we take care
13    of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us.  We need to
14    take care of the ocean.  If we lose that, you know, we
15    lose our identity.  We are going to have to live off the
16    land.
17              A lot of people -- we need different foods.  We
18    get tired of hamburger, pizza.  That gets monotonous.
19    Getting tired of this land-based food or McDonald's or
20    Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever.  It gets old.  We
21    need something different in our diet.  That's where the
22    ocean comes in.  If we lose our ocean, we lose everything.
23              And I hope that Mr. Salazar will hear our voice,
24    understand what is going to happen if we have an oil
25    spill.  I hope he understands that traditional knowledge
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 1    that has been passed on to us from generation to
 2    generation by word of mouth.  If he hears that, I hope,
 3    you know, he does not make this a reality because we are
 4    the ones that are going to lose.  We are the ones that are
 5    going to lose.  We are going to be going to the store.  We
 6    are going to be going inland.
 7              But yet, you know, we have currents that go up,
 8    or rivers from the ocean.  Can go at least maybe 15 miles
 9    inland before we, you know, when I first moved here, we
10    had to go inland to get fresh water.  Sometimes we had to
11    travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the
12    water, still a little salty.  We have to go further up.
13    You know, if we don't have containment booms, we have
14    currents that go inland from the ocean, it's going to
15    affect whatever animals that we have in land, too.  That's
16    a scary thought.
17              But those -- like I said when I first started
18    speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see
19    our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when
20    I'm talking about.  I just hope that Mr. Salazar will make
21    the right decision so we can pass the traditional
22    knowledge that has been passed on to us to our children,
23    our grandchildren, and hope they also pass their knowledge
24    that they learned from us to continue to do the things
25    that we have enjoyed here in the small village.  That way
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 1    they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you
 2    know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years
 3    and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.
 4              Change of diet, change of food.  Once in a while
 5    we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the land
 6    and off the ocean, you know.  That is what we use the
 7    most.  There is natural resources, the natural foods, that
 8    has been provided by -- we don't over harvest.  We
 9    don't -- waste anything.
10              So you know, I hope Mr. Salazar hears our
11    testimonies, not only from this village, but any other
12    villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are
13    talking about.  I hope that Mr. Salazar makes the right
14    decision.  Thank you.
15                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  This is Sophie Henry
16    again.  Just to add on kind of what Willard was just
17    saying, but from my experience -- I moved up here nine
18    years ago.  And nine years ago when I came up here, there
19    was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.
20    We had to chase them off of the runway for the plane to
21    land.  I mean, it was overloaded with caribou.
22              And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coal
23    mine and they started having a helicopter, and traffic
24    went back and forth.  Well, that -- you know, that changed
25    the migration of the caribou, so that pretty much robbed
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 1    our community of harvesting those caribou.  Well, now,
 2    Washington or Shell Oil or whoever wants to, they want to
 3    drill out here in our ocean.
 4              Well, if they change the migration of our
 5    whales, all our mammals, you know, we might never get to
 6    hunt that again.  They may never come back up here.  We
 7    may never see them.  We may never -- we might not ever get
 8    to eat any of that food again.  So they are pretty much
 9    put in like a teetertotter.  Yeah, it's a good thing for
10    them to -- you know, for Alaska, I guess you should say,
11    to drill for the money, but they rob us of our food and
12    our way of life and our tradition, you know.
13              And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they
14    are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and
15    pray that they listen to the communities and, you know,
16    give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and
17    the way our ancestors lived.  And hopefully, you know, we
18    see the other side where we can, you know, continue to
19    live this way and not get robbed of our mammals.  You
20    know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition
21    and our way of life.  It would just be nice for once our
22    voices get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just,
23    you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would
24    be a lot better than offshore, I should say.  But that's
25    all.
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 1                    MR. WILLIAM TRACEY, JR.:  William Tracey,
 2    Junior.  Inupiat name is Aqpaaqtuaq, named after my aaka,
 3    grandmother Dorcus Neakok.  I was born in Barrow, raised
 4    here in Point Lay all my life.  Went hunting.  I almost
 5    lived like a nomadic life when I was a kid with my
 6    grandparents.  We would travel up and down the coast by
 7    boat.  Warren Lampe could attest to this.  He was there
 8    for a lot of it, also.
 9              We traveled by boat.  We lived in a tent.  And
10    what we caught was our dinner, our lunch, our breakfast;
11    bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks,
12    eggs, fish.  And we would hunt these animals, get our
13    fill, come back here, put them in the cellar and do it all
14    over again, camping up and down the coast from Icy Cape to
15    Kutchiaq.
16              Wintertime we would continue that.  We would go
17    to land into it ice fishing and caribou hunting.  During
18    the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too
19    hot or too many mosquitoes to butcher the caribou.  We
20    would load the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and
21    find a piece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the
22    ice.  This would be June, July, all the way in August we
23    would have floating ice.  We don't see that too much
24    anymore.
25              Now, I grew up hunting beluga and walrus, and
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 1    noise pollution is a big thing when it comes to beluga.
 2    Learning from our mistakes, we banned the use of ATVs on
 3    the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise
 4    from the ATV will carry into the water and scare the
 5    beluga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to
 6    herd the beluga.  And we also banned any aircraft flying
 7    over the ocean or the lagoon during this time of the
 8    season because the noise of the plane will scare the
 9    beluga out and away.  So we have our president out with
10    Era Aviation to stay away from our hunting areas for
11    beluga.
12              I hear a lot of people saying the ocean and land
13    is like our garden.  I don't know how many people in the
14    U.S. have a garden anymore.  More and more people are used
15    to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway.  I like to look at it
16    this way:  The land is my Safeway, and the ocean is my
17    Sam's Club.  I get all my bulk foods from the ocean, and I
18    get my canned goods and baked goods from the land.  Just
19    another way to understand how we use our land and water.
20              People talk about the ocean getting polluted if
21    there is an oil spill, all the animals and vegetation in
22    the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the
23    waters surrounding the spill.  We see it on TV.  Every
24    time there is a spill, they are cleaning animals.  I don't
25    know how it would look if you see some people dressed up
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 1    in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a
 2    walrus, even caribou.
 3              If the lagoon got contaminated with oil, our
 4    whole entire Western Arctic herd uses our lagoon to get
 5    away from the heat and the mosquitoes.  You will see the
 6    entire herd sitting in the lagoon.  They will cross the
 7    lagoon and walk on the spit where there is less mosquitoes
 8    and more wind.  They will cross the inlets in whole herds.
 9    And I couldn't even imagine losing that whole herd of
10    caribou, a catastrophe like that would happen.
11              So thank you.  Good evening.
12                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Hi.  This is Marie
13    Tracey again.  Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you
14    are listening -- and I'm sure you have listened to all of
15    us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it
16    may affect our life, our food chain.  And I would like you
17    to please be our hero.  We will be waiting for your
18    comment on what we have said from our little Native
19    Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government.  And I'm
20    so happy to be talking to you.  I sure wish you could talk
21    back to me right now, but be our hero.
22              Thank you for listening to us and sending these
23    people here to Point Lay.  They are getting bit by
24    mosquitoes, but I'm sure they don't mind.  Good evening.
25                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam.  Folks
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 1    have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how
 2    important the ocean and the land is.  And so I'm not going
 3    to add much to that.  I don't think that's kind of the
 4    role for my voice, anyway.
 5              But I would like to say a couple more things
 6    specifically about the EIS and the ways that I think it --
 7    the agency should re-evaluate, redo the EIS between the
 8    draft stage here and the final stage.
 9              The first thing is lots of folks have talked
10    about the need for information and that there is more
11    information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.
12    However, it's also true that we need to use the
13    information that's at hand correctly.
14              And so, for an example, on page 106 under the
15    section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas
16    production, it says, gray whales, bowhead whales and
17    humpback whales have been shown to -- "that received
18    levels of impulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to
19    cause avoid avoidance behavior."  And this is just not
20    true.  The bowheads are actually much more sensitive to
21    sound.  And the available literature says they avoid
22    received levels of industrial sound oftentimes down to 120
23    dB.  So the statement here is misleading at best, and
24    please make sure that the right information is used to
25    evaluate what the potential impacts are from the
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 1    activities under the EIS.
 2              Mitigation measures, there is a section in here
 3    that's not very thorough, and it references back to the
 4    original 193 EIS.  And there are some things that have
 5    been said today that I would like to reemphasize that the
 6    agency needs to consider as mitigation measures.
 7              Zero discharge is one of them.  Shell has agreed
 8    to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't
 9    agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea.  And that
10    should be a standard mitigation for both areas.  Certainly
11    some discharge occurs early on in the topple, but muds and
12    cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those
13    types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean
14    because it's people's gardens or Sam's Clubs, or whatever
15    it might be.  So zero discharge is a best available
16    technology that Norway implements and should be
17    implemented here, as well.
18              Many times beluga hunters here in Point Lay in
19    the past have told me they don't want any industrial
20    activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or
21    until the beluga hunt has occurred.  So that should be a
22    standard mitigation to protect the beluga hunting here in
23    Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the belugas
24    themselves.
25              No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after
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 1    the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of
 2    July.  Folks have talked about walruses and seals hauling
 3    out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.
 4    Mitigation measures need to be in place to make sure that
 5    those walruses aren't disturbed, that stampedes aren't
 6    occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane
 7    traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas.  Lots
 8    of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea.  They need to be
 9    protected from oil spills especially, but also from
10    colliding with ships.  So the appropriate lighting needs
11    to be a standard mitigation measure in the EIS.
12              In the fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are
13    starting to hunt bowhead whales.  The ice in the
14    springtime isn't as good as it used to be.  So it's harder
15    for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring.  So
16    Wainwright is an example.  They hunted a bowhead last fall
17    for the first time in a long, long, long time.  Point Lay
18    has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.
19              So there needs to be a closing date or a window
20    when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in
21    order to allow for bowheads to be available to the
22    communities here for hunting.
23              Many people have talked about oil spills, and I
24    don't need to go into that too much more, although I would
25    like to add one thing.  The Deepwater Horizon incident
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 1    showed that oil companies aren't prepared to respond to a
 2    large oil spill, even though they say they are.  In
 3    reality, things just don't work the way they would like
 4    to.
 5              I think the same is true here for the Arctic.  I
 6    think if oil companies are allowed to drill -- or before
 7    they are allowed to drill, they should demonstrate their
 8    ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water
 9    seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered
10    season.  So more emphasis needs to be put on the ability
11    of companies to respond to an oil spill showing that they
12    can clean it up.
13              I'm pleased that BOEMRE decided to evaluate the
14    impacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  And
15    there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to
16    respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to
17    respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that
18    matter.  We don't know a lot about the surface -- water
19    circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's
20    really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or
21    the fate of spilled oil.  What beaches might it end up on?
22    And that information will help for deploying oil spill
23    cleanup equipment before an accident happens.
24              I know that your agency, Jim, is trying to
25    gather some of that information, but a lot more is needed
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 1    before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work
 2    out there.
 3              The issue of dispersants and how the dispersants
 4    themselves affect the animals, the plants and mammals in
 5    the ocean is needed.  And are dispersants actually better
 6    than just letting the oil be out there by itself?  These
 7    are really important questions that remain to be answered.
 8    And if people are going to dump dispersants on the oil but
 9    it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be
10    considered.  So we need more information before we try to
11    use things like dispersants.
12              And finally, I wanted to make a comments on
13    cumulative impacts.  The revised EIS has about 13 pages
14    related to cumulative impacts.  And unfortunately, that's
15    not sufficient, and unfortunately the cumulative impact
16    section doesn't even include evaluation of what a large
17    oil spill might -- how that might contribute to cumulative
18    impacts.
19              So even though the judge didn't tell you to
20    evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been evaluated
21    in the cumulative impact section, as well.  And I think
22    that should change between now and the final EIS.
23              That assessment, the cumulative impacts
24    assessment section, is also not sufficient because it
25    doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are
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 1    foreseeable, that are known.  There is oil and gas
 2    activities that are going on in both places.  I know that
 3    Russia has seismic shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this
 4    year.  Why isn't that considered in the EIS?  If I know
 5    it, certainly the federal government knows it.
 6              So please make sure that the cumulative impact
 7    section is comprehensive and does include all of the
 8    foreseeable activities that are occurring.  And those
 9    activities need to include areas where the animals that
10    occur here, where they go to.  And that includes Russian
11    waters and the Bering Sea.
12              And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in
13    Japan earlier this year, and a nuclear power plant has
14    leaked radiation, and we have received lots of calls
15    suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be
16    impacting the subsistence resources.  And so my suspicion
17    is that radioactive impacts to resources up here is
18    probably minimal, but I think it needs to be evaluated,
19    especially in the cumulative impacts section.  Monitoring
20    needs to occur, and that needs to be evaluated.
21              And then one final statement on monitoring
22    that's in the mitigation section.  There is a statement
23    that oil companies need to do resource-based monitoring.
24    They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.
25    And I think that the agency needs to require that the data
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 1    that the oil companies collect on environmental issues,
 2    not from what's happening in the drilling or what's
 3    happening -- or the data they get back from the seismic
 4    exploration, but the environmental data needs to be
 5    publicly available.  They are using a public resource, and
 6    all that information needs to be available for the public
 7    to evaluate, as well.
 8              Thank you again for hanging in here late into
 9    the evening and for taking comments from me and other
10    folks.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are not done yet.
12    Don't go away.  Back here.  Anyone?
13                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Before I go, I have one
14    more before I go.  Nathan Henry, again, before I leave.
15    Let's see.  I think that oil spill was in Louisiana
16    somewhere.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that --
17    nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill,
18    probably.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that there was
19    going to be an oil spill, I'm sure somebody would have
20    went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- I shouldn't
21    say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them.
22    I'm pretty sure that people would have went to the ocean
23    and got as much as sea life as they could possibly get and
24    store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.
25              And we don't know if there is going to be an oil
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 1    spill out there or not.  Should we go out there and
 2    slaughter the animals, the sea life before the oil does
 3    or -- we don't know.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  Thank
 5    you, Nathan.
 6                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for
 7    the record.  I heard a lot of good testimonies in just a
 8    short few hours.  And I just want to let everybody know
 9    that I keep hearing we, we, we.  And when I hear that word
10    we, we are talking about everybody, not just the Arctic.
11    We are talking about the United States, our nation.  And
12    just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up
13    here, it goes around the globe.  So if we have an oil
14    spill up here, it's not only going to affect us.  It's
15    going to affect wherever that current is going.
16              And I believe that, you know, God helps those
17    who helps themselves.  So help us help you.  Let's work
18    together.  We are united -- what's that word united means?
19    We are as one.  So let us be a stepping stone.  We are in
20    control.  This is our nation.  We work together, and by
21    saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in
22    control.
23              Just like I mentioned earlier, let's keep
24    drilling on land.  Let's deplete the oil on land before we
25    even consider drilling offshore.  You know, just take the
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 1    Gulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in
 2    the ocean as we speak.  And we have a spill out here, we
 3    are going to -- we are going to modify that spill.
 4              So I just want to let who is going to decide to
 5    lease that sale, I want to let them people know that, you
 6    know, it's not only going to affect the people of the
 7    Arctic; it's going to affect them, too.
 8              And I encourage to be against offshore drilling,
 9    especially up here in the Arctic.  In that way we may
10    encourage industries to look into conservation.  Conserve.
11    Quit making our motors eat gas.  Make them smaller.  We
12    are going the wrong direction.  Just like Willard was
13    mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our
14    fossil fuels.
15              There was another testimony about using natural
16    energy.  I believe that just by making this decision and
17    not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole
18    nation, everybody.  And I just want to let whoever is
19    going to decide to do the lease know that you are going to
20    affect not only us.  You are going to affect everybody;
21    the whole nation, the whole world.  And I just want to
22    see -- I don't want to see offshore drilling.  I don't
23    want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through.  And I want to
24    see conservation.  You are doing this nation a favor.  You
25    are going to help us learn to conserve.
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 1              I mean, take, for example, our Inupiat values:
 2    Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, helping each other.
 3    Just like one testimony, talk to farmers.  Don't shut them
 4    down.  By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil
 5    industries to drill where they want to drill.  Who is in
 6    control, fossil fuel hunters or the farmers?  We are all
 7    farmers here.  Native peoples in the Arctic, we are
 8    farmers.
 9              Just like one fellow mentioned, the ocean is our
10    garden.  You know, just look at it that way.  So we have
11    an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our
12    garden and it's going to ruin our nation.  We are -- we
13    the people, we are in control.  Who is in control?  We
14    are, not the oil industry.  So please do not drill
15    offshore.
16              And I hate to admit I am a former oil company
17    employee.  And I have seen directional drilling.  Take
18    that into consideration.  Keep the -- keep the rig on land
19    and let them direct their drill to the oil, not -- not put
20    ships in the water.  Take that into consideration.
21              Thank you.
22                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Delbert Rexford, for
23    the record.  I'd like to echo many of the concerns that
24    have happened.  I'd just like to add that when -- what's
25    your name, sir?
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 1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jim Kendall.
 2                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Jim, when you talk
 3    about 35 years of testimony, I had the privilege of being
 4    a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on
 5    over the years.  And one particular Elder was so
 6    frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since
 7    the discovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay.  He said --
 8    he told me to translate this.  (Inupiaq.)  It is time to
 9    kick those regulators and agency people in the butt.  I
10    couldn't find the heart to translate that.  But he said
11    translate it.
12              And this is the frustration of 35 years of
13    repeating our testimony, of repeating our concerns, of
14    repeating protecting our way of life.  And when you talk
15    about cumulative effects, you are not even considering the
16    fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin.
17    Cruise ships coming through Barrow, through Davis Strait
18    and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side,
19    estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian
20    side in the name of international trade and cargo
21    delivery.
22              All these cumulative effects are not even
23    included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease
24    Sale 193.  And the amount of sewage or debris that may be
25    disposed of into the sea.  And as Danny stated, all these
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 1    currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm
 2    Gulf stream or the Pacific stream, or the Bering Sea, the
 3    Arctic Ocean.
 4              Greenland is proposing to go offshore.  The U.S.
 5    Coast Guard has already identified hundreds and thousands
 6    of vessels over the years that will go through the
 7    Northwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering
 8    Straits in the name of trade and cargo.  Yet, Lease Sale
 9    193 is right on the migration path of the bowhead whale.
10              I don't know if you receive any of John Citta's
11    e-mails, but you should -- you should -- I think it's
12    right smack in the middle of it.  When we had our Barrow
13    whaling captain's association meeting, right there.  The
14    Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission opposed the offshore
15    development of Lease Sale 193 because of that very
16    concern; not only that, noise pollution.
17              University of Miami 20 years ago proved that a
18    marine mammal can hear 100 miles away.  And when -- when
19    then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nelson Lagoon, we had to
20    travel 80 miles to catch whales because of just the
21    generator running.  No exploration activity, no drilling.
22    Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson
23    Lagoon.  Eighty miles away we catch our whales.  And by
24    the time we took the whales into Barrow, they were
25    spoiled.
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 1              Is this what we can look forward to in the
 2    future?  Do we have to travel further to catch whales in
 3    the fall time and tow them in and the meat is no good by
 4    the time we get them to shore?  That's not what we want.
 5    What we want is from our country, from our nation.
 6              From Secretary Salazar what we want is the
 7    assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the
 8    ecosystem, the food chain will be all protected.  Willard
 9    so eloquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the
10    mussel beds on the shoal.  Critical habitat.
11              When then MMS decided to have the NPRA lease
12    sale -- this is shocking.  When they proposed to have the
13    NPRA northwest lease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon
14    from Wainwright all the way to Icy Cape was critical
15    habitat.  Oh, just a minute.  It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.
16    It goes all the way to Kutchiaq, 100 miles of it.
17              So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of
18    lagoon that is considered critical habitat in their
19    previous lease sales within NPRA?  Are they going to
20    determine the entire 100 miles of lagoon critical habitat?
21    That needs to be considered seriously.
22              A lot of things have been said, but they have
23    been said from the heart because of the concern for our
24    garden, our air, land and sea.  Unlike any other
25    industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.
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 1    But you take a look at the cumulative effects in Nuiqsut,
 2    surrounded by oil and gas industry.  The traditional land
 3    use areas haven't been impacted.  Now they go as far close
 4    to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were
 5    accustomed to harvesting within close proximity to
 6    Nuiqsut.
 7              Is this what we can look forward to in the event
 8    that Lease Sale 193 does occur?  Marine traffic increases,
 9    marine vessels increases, air traffic in the name of
10    helicopter or other support, airborne traffic increases.
11              BHP alone affected the caribou here in Point Lay
12    when they did a short little study.  That's common
13    knowledge in the community.  And these are concerns that
14    we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in
15    Wainwright, and elsewhere.
16              I do believe that as people, my fellow tribal
17    members as a tribal council member with the Inupiat
18    Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about
19    airborne pollutants, things that are emitted into the air.
20    And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, it's
21    cold and then so they drop into the water.  So they become
22    waterborne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of
23    the ocean.  Is this something that our future generations
24    will have to live with?
25              I think when you talk about cumulative effects,
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 1    you need to look at what the Coast Guard is saying as they
 2    work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are
 3    looking at Nome or other areas in Alaska for a deep port
 4    so that maritime vessels can even increase right through
 5    the migration, right through our ocean.
 6              These are cumulative effects that need to be
 7    weighed and considered; not just the lease sale itself,
 8    but all of these cumulative effects.  You are talking
 9    about increased emissions, carbon dioxide, carbon
10    monoxide, other pollutants into the atmosphere.
11              They have likened the Arctic to a canary in a
12    mine, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive.  And
13    this is a beluga harvesting community.  It's a whaling
14    community.  So when Salazar weighs these things, are we
15    another Amazon?  Are we another Indian tribe in the
16    statistic in the future?  Are we like our Native American
17    Indian brothers and sisters whose lands have been
18    exploited, whose lands have been taken in the name of
19    resource development?  Is this what we look forward to for
20    future generations?
21              Look at the cumulative effects.  We know that
22    Holland, Princess and all these cruise ships -- I don't
23    know how many people go into that cruise ship, but I'd
24    imagine 500.  I don't know.  But that's a lot of waste
25    that also goes into the waters.  And the United States is
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 1    working with Canada to make sure that those maritime
 2    routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our
 3    subsistence way of life, also.
 4              But I'd like to thank the community of Point
 5    Lay, you know.  I love to visit Point Lay because I get a
 6    chance to go beluga hunting, have some fresh muktuk, visit
 7    with family and friends.
 8              Just like Barrow.  I mean, Barrow is just right
 9    on -- right on the same route that this thing is going to
10    hit.  It's one current, three currents.  Going north,
11    going south, as Willard stated, currents underneath.
12    Because what we do during the whaling season is that we
13    drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice.  We go 10,
14    20 fathoms to see which way the current is coming and
15    going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.
16              It's not just the surface current that Robert
17    alluded to earlier.  It's also the current the undertow
18    that is there.  And if globs of oil go to that current,
19    how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean
20    it up?  We don't -- we don't hear any answers from the
21    industry.
22              But my late father worked hard to protect the
23    bowhead whale and make sure that we continue to harvest
24    the bowhead whale.  And I think for those of us that are
25    whalers, we continue to do so because it is our way of
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 1    life.  It is our tradition, our cultural heritage.  That
 2    is far richer than any cow or any chicken can be valued.
 3    Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products
 4    reap the benefits, but it's not the same.  There is no
 5    spirituality linked with it.
 6              Like when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whale,
 7    when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner
 8    satisfaction that you feel whole as a person.  It's not
 9    the same with hamburger.  It's not the same with chicken.
10              But thank you for coming.  I always feel at home
11    in Point Lay, and this is the most beautiful season of the
12    year.  You are here when something very beautiful happens.
13    And thank you for coming.  I do hope Salazar listens, that
14    it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the
15    interest of national security or national interest.
16              But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian
17    tribe, overwritten, discarded and homeless.  We don't want
18    to be that because this is our home.
19              Thank you.
20                    MS. MARJORIE PIKOK LONG:  Hi.  My name is
21    Marjorie Pikok Long.  I agree with Delbert.  He said like
22    35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for
23    something.  That was 35 years ago that this is still going
24    on.  I was seven years old.  And now it's happening now.
25    I'm 42, and I have to speak for my kids because he
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 1    spoke -- his parents spoke for him.  I'm against the
 2    proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling.  He's
 3    right.  We can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know,
 4    animals like down states can do.  What we get is from the
 5    ocean.  It comes by itself naturally.  It's the nature of
 6    life.  We don't go and find it.  It comes to us.  And we
 7    need that.  It's like the beluga harvest is only once a
 8    year.
 9              And just that once a year it's a joyful thing
10    because we barter the food that we get from the beluga.
11    Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our
12    muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other
13    villages that got the whale.  But now that we've got the
14    quota to get the whale meat, now you guys want to go out
15    and go offshore drilling.  You guys might as well take
16    away our hunting for the whale.
17              And I don't want to see that because my boy,
18    he's 19.  He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is
19    about because it's being passed on not just from our
20    village, but people from other villages that do whale,
21    they come and help us to teach our kids and the villagers
22    how to get a whale.  And I hate to see that gone, too,
23    because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the
24    food they provide us.  They provided us with the food and
25    everything, not just our Elders use it for medicine.  Our
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 1    kids, they get sick, the medicine that we get from the
 2    clinic doesn't help.
 3              The oils, sometimes the mothers rub it on their
 4    kids' chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk,
 5    nuvuk.  I don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something
 6    that's, you know, something that's not good to have when
 7    you are sick.  And the oil that's used to help loosen up
 8    the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they
 9    feed them a teaspoon full of that, too.  And that helps
10    those kids get better because the medicine doesn't work at
11    the clinic.  And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's
12    hard to get medicine out here, too.  It's hard to get
13    anything out here to the Bush area.
14              It took two weeks just for a loaf of bread to
15    finally come to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks
16    sometimes just for hamburger meat to come to Point Lay.
17    We can't afford a $520 trip from here to Barrow to go from
18    here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our income
19    alone.  Sometimes our income alone doesn't make it through
20    the whole two weeks to buy our groceries.  We have to live
21    off the food that we have.
22              So our kids are not just being raised by the
23    weight of the -- how they are being raised right now with
24    the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but
25    they are also being taught with our culture.  So we're
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 1    still trying to adapt to their way and our way.  And it's
 2    not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different
 3    cultures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us
 4    grow up just being people and not to have to worry about
 5    food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to
 6    worry about buying gas.  You didn't have to buy a bullet.
 7    But now we have to adapt to this.
 8              You guys have given us all these privileges that
 9    you guys do, like the whaling.  We finally got a quota for
10    the whaling.  We had to fight for it.  I mean, our Elders
11    didn't have to do that then.  They went out and got a
12    whale.
13              And it's harder for us to see our kids have to
14    grow up this way.  I know for me it is.  I'm speaking for
15    my baby in my stomach right now.  I want my baby to grow
16    up to do what I did, to be able to eat what I'm eating and
17    not have to, you know, come to these kind of meetings to
18    be the voice.
19              You know, it should be stopped.  Just, you know,
20    stop it.  Somebody has got to stop it for us because we
21    may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the
22    power to stop it.  And I hope somebody out there steps up
23    to it, you know.  Listen to us.  This is our way of
24    living.  Thank you.
25                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Robert Lisbourne,
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 1    for the record.  We say no to offshore drilling.  We will
 2    continue to say no.  So if the government goes out and do
 3    this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing
 4    from us.  What would happen if I stole something from the
 5    government?  I go to jail, right?  We have no authority to
 6    do that to the government.
 7              So this is very serious.  It is our land.  We
 8    will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for
 9    thousands of years.  So I'm just saying if they go out
10    there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill,
11    there goes our food.  That's our land.  No more use for
12    our land.  It's stealing from us.  So thank you.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anybody back here?  Is
14    it time for a break, a ten-minute break?  I see a couple
15    heads shake.  Why don't we take ten minutes, and if people
16    want to continue to talk we are going to stay.
17               (A break was taken.)
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I think everybody
19    is in the room that's sitting down.  And we have gone
20    around the room twice, and we want to make sure no one
21    leaves feeling that they didn't have their say.  So
22    instead of going around the room again, I'm just going to
23    ask, who wants the microphone.
24                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.  Willard
25    Neakok, for the record.  I'm not going to speak for the
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 1    lease 193 at this time, but I'm going to speak for another
 2    village, which is the village of Nuiqsut.  I know they are
 3    going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ocean.
 4    And they are surrounded by oil companies on land.  They
 5    have to go 30, 40, 50 miles just to go inland to go hunt
 6    caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep.  And now they are
 7    going to drill on their ocean.
 8              They are covered by three sides, east, west, and
 9    south.  And now I feel sorry for Nuiqsut for oil companies
10    closing their back door to their -- their ocean.  And if
11    that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqsut is going
12    to be surrounded completely.  They have to go further out
13    to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they
14    might get.
15              We care for each and every one of our villages.
16    When we hear somebody hurt, gets hurt in a different
17    village, you know, we -- we have our sympathy towards
18    them, their families, their friends.  And now their whole
19    village is going to be affected by closing their back door
20    and start having an oil company out there drilling.  And
21    they are a lot -- you know, the lease sale that's
22    happening over there is a lot closer than Lease Sale 193.
23              You might be able to see that oil rig, drill rig
24    out there, that ship, you know.  I just wanted to, you
25    know, let Mr. Salazar know that, you know, if they let
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 1    these lease sales happen, the exploratory drilling happen,
 2    they are just closing their back door to the Village of
 3    Nuiqsut.  Because I don't want to have this happen to them
 4    like what's happening now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill
 5    rigs all over the place.  And now you are going to have a
 6    rig out in the ocean.  Now they are going to have to go
 7    further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there might
 8    be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a
 9    month or so.
10              You know, that will cost the oil companies money
11    each and every day when they are not drilling.  But they
12    got to think of feeding the village for the passion that
13    we have of living off the ocean.  I hope that -- you know,
14    if anybody goes to Nuiqsut, I hope this is passed on to
15    them that another village cares for other people, other
16    villages here on the Slope.  We are all related somehow,
17    some way.  I have relatives in Nuiqsut.  I have relatives
18    in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage,
19    whether by family, extended family, by blood, by marriage.
20              You know, I just feel sorry if that goes
21    through.  And even over here, too, if lease 193 goes.  You
22    know, people make decisions in the Lower 48.  Like someone
23    said, they don't care what happens up here.  We care what
24    happens down there with all the storms, all the oil
25    spills, you know.  You know, it affects us, too,
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 1    spiritually, mentally.  I hope it doesn't happen to us,
 2    you know.  I would say that I'd hate to be those people
 3    going through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.
 4              I hope there is a lot of compassion out there to
 5    say I hope that, you know, the lease sale doesn't go
 6    through and it's been approved for oil to be explored,
 7    drilling because, you know, like I said, we care for each
 8    other.  We are supposed to care for each other.  You know,
 9    we send money to different parts of the world, you know,
10    in case a natural disaster happens or what like happened
11    in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince William Sound.  We
12    don't want it to happen to us.
13              And when I wrote my article for the newspaper,
14    you know, I don't want to see what could happen to our
15    animals, our way of living.  I don't want to see what
16    happened down there happen to us up here.  You know, we
17    have a lot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea.  We have
18    a lot of crabbing.  We have, you know, walrus, marine
19    mammals that are going to be affected, not only here on
20    the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia,
21    Greenland, Norway, currents that not only goes through the
22    Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, Chukotka,
23    all different countries if an oil spill like what happened
24    in the Gulf of Mexico.
25              But most of all, you know, if the other lease
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 1    sale in the Arctic Ocean happens, you know, the Village of
 2    Nuiqsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting
 3    a back door on them.  I don't want to see that happen.
 4    You know, I care for everybody here on this earth.
 5              So I'm grateful that folks came here and get our
 6    testimonies.  And hopefully Mr. Salazar, like I said,
 7    makes the right decision to where we can live our way of
 8    life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do,
 9    what we hunt and share.
10              If you look at all these pictures here on the
11    wall, you know, we have spirituality over here.  We have
12    togetherness on the other one.  And all these pictures
13    behind you, you can see the smiles on the children's
14    faces.  Over here, you know, we have old pictures,
15    '50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that
16    passed on their knowledge on how to take care of the
17    ocean.  We have a picture here of us whaling, not only us,
18    but different other villages along the coast, all up and
19    down the west coast of Alaska down to King Island.
20              You know, if we let the oil companies come and
21    drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it
22    affects those people down there, too.  You can see the
23    happiness in the kids.  If we take that away, if we let
24    somebody take that away, our heritage, our way of living,
25    our animals, we won't see those smiles.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 118


 1              We will be asking ourselves why -- maybe Mr.
 2    Salazar might say, why did I do this, why did I say yes to
 3    exploratory drilling.  Now look what happened.  They have
 4    no animals.  They can't hunt bowhead.  They can't hunt the
 5    beluga.  They can't harvest walrus, seals anymore because
 6    I said yes to exploratory drilling.
 7              Mr. Salazar has a lot of weight on his shoulders
 8    and, I hope he doesn't make it a lot heavier by saying yes
 9    to exploratory drilling.
10              Thank you.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Willard.
12    Anybody else?  I have an open mike.  I'm not going to go
13    around and bother everybody.  Is that you, Nathan?
14                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Nathan Henry here
15    again.  Talking about the oil, maybe scientists should try
16    and do a little experiment, like putting oil underground
17    and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it
18    and see how long will the oil -- see if the oil will keep
19    it cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know,
20    compare like -- because I think if you take a million
21    gallons of oil underground out, it might warm up because
22    maybe the oil might be keeping the ground cool.
23              And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably
24    cause the ground to get warm, and there is a big gap -- I
25    think I said that one time.  There is a big gap when they


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 119


 1    empty out the ground from the oil.  There is that big gap.
 2    What do they do?  Do they fill it in or leave it empty?
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It fills in.
 4                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  By itself?
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Usually with water or
 6    salt or something.
 7                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  But does that warm that
 8    area up?
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't know.
10                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  See, we don't know,
11    either.  And it would just be good if, like, scientists go
12    and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool
13    or the earth cool.  I don't know.  I just thought maybe
14    I'd say that.  Good evening.  Quyanaqpak.  Thank you.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I will learn some of the
16    words.  Anyone else?  I still have the mike here.  It's in
17    my hand.  It's still on.  The battery still works.
18                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for
19    the record.  Prime example is back in the early and
20    mid '40s, we had the government stage with radar sites all
21    up and down the coast of Alaska and who knows where else.
22    And modern technology, state-of-the-art technology, got
23    rid of those radars, and it cost the government more money
24    to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites.  All
25    the mess those radar sites caused.  And just like deja vu.
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 1    You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for
 2    oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so much
 3    just to clean up a fraction of that oil.  So I hope
 4    Mr. Salazar takes that into consideration.
 5              Just like Willard was saying he's got lots, lots
 6    on his shoulders.  And if that sale passes, it's going to
 7    get worse.  So I just hope and pray that he -- he makes
 8    the right decision.  And again, I'd like to see the oil
 9    industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider
10    drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic.  Thank you.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Anyone
12    else?  Going once.  You found someone?  Going once?
13                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for
14    the record.  Just to make one quick comment.  I know oil
15    means money, more funding, and that's great.  Just
16    drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean.  No
17    offshore, you know.  More oil, more money.  Let's -- less
18    oil, more [indiscernible].  So we need to learn to go back
19    to the old ways.  And if we keep going in the direction we
20    are now, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are
21    just messing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.
22    Let's go to natural energy.
23              Thank you.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.
25    Anyone else?
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 1                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Good evening.  Lloyd
 2    Pikok.  And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on
 3    oil, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a
 4    population bigger than Point Lay and there is a population
 5    bigger than the North Slope, and their demand for oil is
 6    bigger than us wanting to stop it.  And I believe it's not
 7    if; it's going to be when they are going to start
 8    drilling.
 9              And what do you guys have planned for our
10    communities to benefit off of this?  You know, if -- the
11    way I feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the
12    point where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a
13    renewable resource to live off of.  And I feel like, you
14    know, you guys should have something in position for us,
15    you know, like the students and the people that are
16    learning here to give us something to learn so that we can
17    do it, because we know the environment more than --
18              You know, everybody has lived off the
19    environment for so long, and I feel that if you guys learn
20    and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give
21    everybody the proper training, that might end in a safer,
22    you know, conclusion than just coming into our backyard
23    and start drilling.  You guys should learn to train us and
24    give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are
25    going to do it and send people from up there.  And find a
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 1    way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are
 2    going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just
 3    give them that proposal of, you know --
 4              Because there are students and people around
 5    here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because
 6    they know the way their environment is and they know
 7    exactly how it works.  And I just want to know how you
 8    guys are going to make the communities that you are going
 9    to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to
10    make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this
11    oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just
12    going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are
13    going to take our land.
14              And the oil, if it were to come up and it were
15    to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to
16    stop it?  That's all I got to say.  Thanks.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's why we keep
18    going until everyone has a chance to speak.  Well said.
19    Thank you.  Anyone else?  Anyone wants to speak again?
20    Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak?  Good comments.
21                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  This just comes to
22    my mind.  I have been thinking about it for a while, you
23    know.  The more oil we have, the price of oil goes down.
24    And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up.
25    And that could help this nation to, you know, start
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 1    conserving, conserve our oil, you know.  I mean, if I'm
 2    going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs me $12, I'm
 3    going to be real careful how I use that gas.
 4              Just take into consideration, Mr. Salazar.  More
 5    oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same.  Less
 6    oil, price goes up.  The more we conserve -- the more we
 7    help ourselves, the more we can help the planet.
 8              Thank you.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Lloyd,
10    right?
11                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Lloyd Pikok again.  And
12    he's talking about conserving our oil, and I think it
13    would be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that
14    can conserve our oil, you know, to make your dollar go a
15    little bit further, you know.  Kind of invest in ways that
16    we use oil a whole lot less than when we did before for
17    those Toyo stoves and anything.
18              You build a better environment for the oil to
19    keep going and we will have more oil.  We will have more
20    sustainable oil because we know how to use it more
21    efficiently.  And I feel like if you guys are going to
22    come in and drill, you might as well find a way to use
23    this oil a whole lot more sustainable than just, you know,
24    burning up half of what you are going to get because I
25    know that when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34
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 1    pounds of carbon monoxide.  And that's -- you know, I was
 2    taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.
 3              And I mean, these houses run at like -- I don't
 4    even know how much, but it burns so much oil and that's
 5    what's causing us to, you know, look for more is because
 6    we are burning more of it.  What if we learn to conserve
 7    it in a way, you know, into our building, into our
 8    lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of
 9    that extra dollar.  You know, we run off that one gallon
10    of oil and we make it last as long as five, ten gallons.
11              And it would be nice to see if you guys invested
12    in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to
13    think about, you know, letting this happen.  And we would
14    be -- we would feel more, you know, safe.  That would
15    cause the thought of drilling oil a whole lot more.  We
16    wouldn't need to drill so much oil if we knew how to use
17    it if we knew the efficiency of how to produce it and then
18    how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just
19    burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine
20    it and conserve it.
21              And that's all I had to say.  Thanks.
22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lloyd.  Well
23    said.  Anyone else?
24                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Leo Ferreira, III,
25    for the record.  I guess I have a small, little comment.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 125


 1    Just a crazy idea that I just thought of since I have been
 2    hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we
 3    hunt at and what we hunt because I already know -- I
 4    already have a feeling that the federal government, they
 5    will take our comments and use it to make stipulations and
 6    regulations for the gas and oil industry.
 7              And I just had a crazy idea that since they are
 8    going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if
 9    they do find oil -- and they probably might, but we don't
10    know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that
11    point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the
12    federal government should take into consideration because
13    every village is unique in their own way.  Kotzebue
14    depends on fish.  It's their yearly supply for
15    subsistence.  Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale.  And
16    Point Lay is unique to the beluga.  And Wainwright could
17    be bowhead and walrus and so forth.  So every village
18    lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle.  But we
19    all depend on the same animals.
20              So if we get to past the exploration and get to
21    development, I think the federal government should let the
22    outlying communities regulate and mandate their own
23    wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are
24    trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest
25    our sea animals from the ocean and from the land, that
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 1    these stipulations should be in place to help us protect
 2    our culture.
 3              And I hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good
 4    idea, I think, that we should get to regulate our own
 5    seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we
 6    can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a
 7    while so we can harvest our beluga.  I think these other
 8    villages might want to do other things like they might
 9    want a time frame to stop the activity so they can harvest
10    their whale when the whales are passing by on their
11    migration route.
12              That was just an idea.  Thank you.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Leo.  With
14    those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's
15    comment be the last comments?  Going once.  Going twice.
16    You want to get the last comment?
17              Good night.  Going three times.  Thank you very,
18    very much for hanging in there.  We had a good meeting.
19    Good comments.  And we will be back to share.  Thank you
20    very, very much.  Have a good night.
21               (Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m.)
22
23
24
25
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 1 


 2                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Before we do anything


 4  else, I'd like to start off with a blessing.  And we are


 5  honored that Willard has agreed to give the blessing for


 6  us tonight.


 7             (Blessing offered by Willard Neakok.)


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much,


 9  Willard.  Well, good evening.  Welcome to the public


10  hearing for the Revised Draft Supplemental Environment


11  Environmental Impact Statement for 193.  That is a


12  mouthful.  I'm not going to give you all the details on


13  that because we are going to have a little bit of briefing


14  on that so that we can start everybody off at the same


15  point.


16            Now, who are we?  In the last couple of


17  meetings, we have had folks stop us almost halfway through


18  the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people


19  are.  Well, we are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy


20  Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are a federal


21  agency bureau within the Department of Interior.  We are


22  the Feds.  We are not the oil and gas industry and we are


23  not a nongovernmental organization or an NGO.  Our job is


24  to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Outer


25  Continental Shelf.  We are unbiased.  That's our job, to
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 1  be unbiased.


 2            The whole point of this meeting is to get


 3  information from this community to help us make a certain


 4  document better because that document and the material


 5  that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker.  The


 6  decisionmaker is the Secretary of the Interior.  He will


 7  make the decision.  We don't make the decision.  We just


 8  package up the information that people have to give us.


 9            Now, my name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the regional


10  director for the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.  Carrying that


11  chair over there is Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our


12  community liaison.  He helps us make contact with the


13  communities to make sure your information gets into the


14  system.


15            Sitting down there is Sharon Warren.  Sharon is


16  the project manager for this.  She's the one that has to


17  make sure everything works and comes together.  Sitting


18  next to her is Michael Routhier.  Michael is the EIS


19  coordinator.  He takes all the pieces and puts it together


20  from the scientists.  And Scott Blackburn is over there.


21  He was taking names.  He is our technical expert and


22  technical editor.  His job to is to make sure all the


23  information we get from a lot of different people flows.


24            All right.  Now, the other person we brought


25  with us is extremely important.  And that's Mary Vavrik.
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 1  Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this


 2  information down.  And I am breaking one of the cardinal


 3  rules.  I'm talking too fast.  It's real important that


 4  Mary gets this down.  So whenever you speak, we are going


 5  to ask that you say your name, speak slowly and loud


 6  enough with the microphone that Mary can get it.  All


 7  right?


 8            Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to


 9  open it up for public comment.  And we are going to do it


10  a little bit differently.  After we ask if any of our


11  Elders would like to make comments or any of the elected


12  officials, we are going to keep going around the room.  We


13  are going to walk the mike around to every single person


14  in the room multiple times so everybody has a chance to


15  speak.  You can either pass or make a comment.  But it's


16  going to come around again, and you can speak again or


17  pass.  We are going to keep doing that until everybody in


18  the room feels like they have said everything they need to


19  say for us.  Okay.  We don't want anybody leaving this


20  room feeling that their voice was not heard.  Okay?


21            Now, with that, I'm going to quit talking, which


22  I'm real good at.  I never shut up.  And I'm going to pass


23  this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are


24  here.


25                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Thank you, and thank
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 1  you for allowing us to come into your community and


 2  provide this information to you and to get the comments


 3  from you because it's very important.


 4            Why are we here today?  We're here because we


 5  have a specific document that's back on the table.  It's


 6  the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact


 7  Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193.  And when was the


 8  lease sale?  The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.


 9  We did an environmental impact statement in 2007 prior to


10  conducting the sale.  There was six companies that bid on


11  the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas.  We


12  offered 29.3 million acres, and 2.8 million acres was


13  leased.  And that was in 2008.  And I know today is 2011.


14            So here is what happened.  Days before the lease


15  sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the lease sale.  They


16  alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EIS to the


17  Court did not address the potential environmental impacts


18  that was necessary for us to do under the National


19  Environmental Policy Act.


20            So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EIS


21  on most part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns,


22  and he wanted those concerns addressed.


23            The three issues he wanted to address was, he


24  said the agency failed to analyze the environmental


25  impacts of natural gas development, even though there was
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 1  industry interest in the natural gas and even though we,


 2  in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil companies


 3  that if they bid on the tract and issued and got a lease,


 4  that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the


 5  oil.  So the judge said you didn't look at the


 6  environmental impact of that part of the process.


 7            The judge also said that we failed to determine


 8  whether the missing information identified was relevant to


 9  the federal regulations.  Part of the litigation that we


10  are in, there was an exhibit that was submitted and there


11  was pages of quotations out of our document that we said


12  we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there


13  was unknowns.  So when we had that, there is a regulatory


14  process that you must go through to assess and determine.


15            The last one is that we failed to determine


16  whether the cost of obtaining the information was


17  exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown.  So the


18  Court told us that we needed to go back, that we couldn't


19  do anything more until we went back.


20            So what did we do in response to the court


21  order?  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact


22  statement to address the Court's concerns, and we came out


23  here on the draft SEIS back in November.  Some of you may


24  have been at that public hearing.  We came back to take a


25  look and get your comments on the document.  We did
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 1  receive over 150,000 comments.


 2            And I'll turn the mike over to Mike so he can


 3  tell you what happened next on this.


 4                  MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER: So as Sharon was


 5  saying, we received over 150,000 comments on the draft


 6  SEIS we prepared.  And that's in addition to all the


 7  public testimony we received going around to all the


 8  villages and then down in Anchorage.  Many of the comments


 9  that we received asked the agency to analyze what would


10  happen if something went horribly wrong and there was a


11  very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.


12            As you all remember, this is coming on the heels


13  of the Deepwater Horizon event.  Everyone has seen those


14  images on TV.  It was and is of great concern to people.


15  We, as an agency, in reviewing the comments, considered


16  what can we do to address some of these concerns, and we


17  decided that the best thing to do would be to prepare an


18  analysis of the potential environmental effects of a very


19  large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.


20            Now, the term very large oil spill, what does


21  that mean?  Well, we have a great group of geologists in


22  our office, and we went to them and asked the question,


23  what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that


24  could possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.


25            And so they studied some data, and they
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 1  basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is


 2  the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.


 3  We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our


 4  wildlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality


 5  experts.  And they looked at the scenario and then wrote


 6  analysis on what the potential environmental effects could


 7  be from such an oil spill.


 8            It is important to remember that VLOS is a


 9  hypothetical event.  It's an extreme case.  It's an


10  extremely large spill.  And it's not -- it doesn't


11  represent any actual well that a company is proposing to


12  drill.  It's just something we are using in our NEPA


13  analysis to inform the decisionmaker of the gravity of


14  these concerns.


15            A very large oil spill, as I just described, is


16  actually a bit different than another term that you might


17  hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities


18  in general, that term being worst-case discharge.  I bet


19  some of you have probably heard that term.  Just as an


20  explanation, the term worst case discharge is a specific


21  term found in our regulations, and it's a required part of


22  an exploration plan.


23            Right now we are at the lease sale stage.  There


24  is a couple -- there is leases out there, and the


25  Secretary eventually has to decide whether he wants to
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 1  reaffirm those or cancel some or cancel all those leases.


 2  We are at the lease sale stage.  If some leases were to be


 3  affirmed and if an oil company were to down the road


 4  submit an exploration plan, then that exploration plan


 5  would include a worst-case discharge.


 6            The worst-case discharge calculation includes a


 7  lot more information than the very large oil spill because


 8  there is a specific company that wants to drill a specific


 9  type of well in a specific location going out for a


10  specific type of oil.  So a lot of the variables are


11  known.  There is a lot more information known.  So the


12  numbers might be a little different.  This is just a


13  heads-up in case you see this other term come up.  And


14  it's the worst-case discharge that is used to inform the


15  oil spill response plan.


16            So in other words, when the company prepares and


17  stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they


18  will use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.


19                  MS. SHARON WARREN: So what do we need


20  from you today?  We need to have your comments on the


21  Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact


22  Statement.  As I said, we were here in November.  We took


23  your comments.  And we now have another document for you


24  to review.


25            We are looking for your comments.  We are using
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 1  regulations.gov, and the website is here.  We also have


 2  some handouts over there at the table on how you can


 3  access regulations.gov.  And then after the break -- yeah,


 4  at the break that we will probably take, you can come up


 5  and see the maps that we have up on the wall.  It shows


 6  what the -- what the area is that was the lease sale area.


 7  It shows what -- the alternatives, what was some of the


 8  areas that was looked at prior to the decision being made


 9  on this.  So again, this -- this is a decision that the


10  Secretary will be making.


11            So after this public hearing, what happens next?


12  What happens is we will take your comments that you


13  provided us, and we really need them because we really


14  need to make sure that the document and the way we portray


15  subsistence, the patterns, the migratory patterns, is the


16  correct information that we have before us.  And we will


17  take those comments that you provide to us.  We will take


18  the public testimony, transcripts that we also have.  We


19  will go through those to take a look at it to see where we


20  will make changes in the document.  And so that what we


21  will have is a final supplemental environmental impact


22  statement that will include the transcripts, will include


23  our response to comments that people have provided us, and


24  also you will know where in the document that changes were


25  made and how your comments were incorporated in the
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 1  document.


 2            Then what happens?  We are under a court


 3  deadline.  We have litigation.  Judge Beistline said,


 4  fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill.  It


 5  is beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he


 6  said at the time that we really didn't need to hold public


 7  hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to


 8  come out with this document again, back out to the


 9  communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the


10  correct information in the document for the very large oil


11  spill.  So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do


12  those things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary


13  decision by October 3rd.


14            And so for us to have a decision so that the


15  Secretary can make the decision by October 3rd, we will


16  finalize the supplemental EIS, and it will be in final


17  form sometime in early September because it has to be out


18  there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be


19  made.


20            Again, this is the lease sale.  Whether -- the


21  Secretary can either affirm the lease sale on how it was


22  conducted in 2008 and the leases that were issued; he can


23  modify it; he can cancel the leases.  He can -- everything


24  is on the table with this decision.


25            And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four
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 1  processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act:  The five-year


 2  program, the lease sale stage, the exploration stage, and


 3  the development and production stage.  So the decision


 4  that needs to be made, even though this document takes a


 5  look at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS,


 6  the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to


 7  go forward with the lease sale.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And when was the


 9  document made available to the public?


10                  MS. SHARON WARREN: We brought this


11  document out to the public -- notification was on the 21st


12  of May.  And we did -- around that time we sent it out to


13  many of the stakeholders.  The document was sent out.  And


14  then when we went out to the public hearings, several


15  weeks prior to coming to the public hearings, we also sent


16  documents out to the communities so that the documents


17  would be here when we also came here.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And the comment period


19  ends, again?


20                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Yes.  The comment


21  period is July 11th, and we are using regulations.gov.  So


22  please provide your comments by July 11th.  If you have


23  got any questions, like I said, there is a handout on how


24  to do that.  On the last page of the handout there is a


25  telephone number to contact if you have any questions on
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 1  how to navigate through regulations.gov, and we will be


 2  more than happy to have somebody walk you through it from


 3  the office.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon.  Just


 5  before I forget, we do have an interpreter.  What happened


 6  to James?  James is there.  He's offered to interpret for


 7  us if we need to.  So please, if any of you feel that you


 8  want to use the interpreter, James, just tell us.


 9            Now, the next part of this is I'm adamant that


10  everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says


11  exactly what they are thinking.  And we will stay here as


12  long as we need to.  This is really, really important.  We


13  are not the decisionmaker, but we have to take the


14  information to the decisionmaker.  And so when we send


15  this package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be


16  able to say we went to everybody we could possibly go to


17  to get the information for you to base your decision.


18            And so that's what's before us tonight.  And if


19  you feel you want to think about it, that's fine.  We have


20  till July 11th.  The document is back there.  We have got


21  CDs.  It's on the Web.  There is time to look at it and


22  give us your comment to improve it.


23            Now we're going to open it up to public comment,


24  and we are not, of course, members of the community here,


25  so I don't know all the Elders.  So I would like, first of
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 1  all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there


 2  are any community Elders that would like to start us off.


 3  Would anyone like to volunteer?


 4                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: I'm not an Elder, but


 5  I've got a question.  Robert Suydam.  Typically in public


 6  hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.


 7  Is that how this is going to be run tonight?  Are you just


 8  taking comments, or will you answer questions?


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, we want to get as


10  much from the community as we can.  And we want to be


11  careful.  I mean, we could answer some very basic


12  questions, but the fear is if we get too much into a


13  dialogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden


14  there is people around the room who don't have a chance.


15  So simple questions, yes, I think we can answer, but we


16  have got to keep it going.  And there is always time --


17  you can call us on the phone.  You can send us other


18  questions.  But the important thing here is everybody has


19  a chance.


20            So the answer to your question is halfway.  We


21  just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of


22  people and other folks are sitting there wondering when do


23  I get to say my piece.  So a little respect for everybody.


24  Bill.


25                  MS. SOPHIE HENRY: I have a question.  I
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 1  didn't catch the beginning part.  Are you guys -- like,


 2  what's your situation?  Are you for oil, in the middle, or


 3  you oppose it?


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I'm glad you asked that


 5  question.  Okay.  That same question was asked before at


 6  another meeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at


 7  the very beginning.  We represent the Department of


 8  Interior.  We are part of the Bureau of Ocean Energy


 9  Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, and we are


10  the regulators.  Okay.  We are not for oil and gas.  We


11  are not against oil and gas.  The mission we have is to


12  make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is


13  the Secretary of Interior.  Okay.  So I mean, my job -- if


14  someone asks me, I don't have an opinion.  My job is to


15  get your opinions and your information to the top.


16                  MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: Willard Neakok, for


17  the record.  Is this the only -- I mean, you say a lot of


18  different other villages.  Is it just for the outlying


19  coastal villages that you are getting testimony from, or


20  is it the whole state of Alaska?


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Basically the whole


22  state of Alaska and anybody else who wants to comment.  So


23  far now, we have gotten comments from Florida about this.


24  So it's open to the entire country and anybody else.  I


25  think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual
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 1  visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:


 2  Point Lay, Point Hope, Wainwright, Barrow, Kotzebue.  We


 3  had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tomorrow


 4  night in Anchorage.  We can't visit every place, but we


 5  need to visit places like Point Lay.


 6                  MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: Thank you.


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Again, before we open it


 8  up generally, are there any Elders that would like to


 9  speak first?  This is really important.  And the reason


10  why I like to push that is that I'm a big believer in


11  traditional knowledge or traditional science, if you want


12  to call it that.  And my staff and I are working as hard


13  as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects


14  of nature and observation and science in the document, as


15  well.  So are there any Elders that would like to speak


16  before we start?  Any elected officials, like maybe the


17  mayor?  Okay.


18            In that case, then, let's start the process.


19  And it gets kind of fun.  What side should I start on, or


20  should I start in the middle?  I'm going to start with


21  you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.


22                  MR. EARL KINGIK: (Inupiaq.)  My name is


23  Earl Kingik.  I come from Point Hope.  I'm a whaler.  I


24  belong to a clan called Qagmagtuuq.  I work for an


25  organization called Alaska Wilderness League.  We have
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 1  been doing this for a long time.  Native Village of Point


 2  Hope took the government, took our own government to


 3  court, and you see what we come up with.  This is what we


 4  want to hear.


 5            I am here to listen to you guys.  I'm not here


 6  to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you


 7  guys are saying.  And that way, whenever I go to different


 8  villages, we will do it better.  And hopefully we will


 9  have Dr. Kendall give all the comments to everybody.


10            We had over 60 people in Point Hope.  To my


11  feeling, 100 percent was against offshore activity due to


12  oil spill and other issues that's in front of them.  Our


13  people even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANWR so


14  they would stay away from our ocean we love the most, the


15  garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and


16  everything that's been going on for thousands of years.


17            It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to


18  you guys.  This is your chance, and we want to hear and I


19  want to hear from you guys, too.  That will make my work a


20  little easier.  Like somebody said, who all is going to be


21  giving comments.


22            I went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tribal


23  organizations.  They passed a resolution opposing offshore


24  activities.  I went to National Council of American


25  Indians.  I asked for their assistance in protecting our
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 1  ocean due to the fast movement of the Bush era.  The Bush


 2  era gave us a big headache.  Now we are going to have to


 3  kind of slow them down, and time-out is called upon them.


 4            So this is your chance to open your heart to the


 5  garden you love the most, the garden that provides unity,


 6  The garden that provides cultural activities throughout


 7  the whole community because we are part of the ecosystem


 8  here.  The ecosystem shouldn't be messed around with.


 9            Thank you.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Sir, you have the floor.


11                  MR. JULIUS REXFORD, SR.: My name is


12  Julius Rexford, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain for the


13  Village of Point Lay.  I also sit on AEWC as a


14  commissioner, and I sit on -- I sat on the North Slope


15  Borough Wildlife Committee for about five or six years.


16  And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like


17  it's not going to happen, the opening of our Outer


18  Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about


19  stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and


20  to the BOEMRE staff and personnel.


21            That 60-mile buffer zone is something that needs


22  to be there.  I know that these ships will be using low --


23  the lowest grade fuel to get out there and run their


24  operations.  We need to put in stipulations on having them


25  use ultra low sulfur fuels to burn in their ships and
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 1  their rigs and all their little vessels.


 2            And another one is there should not be more than


 3  one drilling operation at any time, not more than one.


 4  And another one is the mud tailings that they will be


 5  putting out into our ocean should not be discharged.  Zero


 6  discharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into


 7  our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.


 8            And I'll probably talk about more later on.  And


 9  I'll pass the mike on.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


11                  MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: For the record,


12  Willard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter,


13  alternate planning department for the North Slope Borough.


14  I am in opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore


15  drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier,


16  you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we


17  lose everything in our ocean:  Plankton, fish, seals,


18  whales, walrus, whatever marine mammal that is out there


19  because we live off of those animals.  It keeps us warm


20  during the winter.  You know, we -- we do not waste any of


21  that food that we get from out there.


22            You know, I wrote a comment -- I wrote a letter


23  in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, I


24  got a lot of feedback from a lot of different people


25  saying that, you know, I'm not, you know -- that I'm not,
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 1  you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep


 2  our homes going, cars and everything.  I never even


 3  mentioned about that.  I know we need the fuel.  I know we


 4  need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our


 5  lives.


 6            And, you know, what can we do on land first


 7  before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean


 8  currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea.  And it's


 9  going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there


10  if we have a very large oil spill.


11            You know, Prince William Sound is still trying


12  to recuperate.  But if you dig down a foot deep in certain


13  areas, you will still find oil.  And what happened in Gulf


14  of Mexico, how many millions of gallons was, you know,


15  pouring out into the ocean?  Took them four months to


16  finally cap that thing off, or close to four months.  You


17  know, if we have it here, we lose our wildlife, our


18  culture of hunting, whaling, fishing.  We lose everything.


19  That's scary.


20            I want my kids, my grandkids -- like I stated,


21  you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, I want them to


22  enjoy what I have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in


23  Point Lay.  I want them to taste the food that I have


24  tasted, I have hunted, I have given out, I have shared.  I


25  want my grandkids and possibly my great-grandkids, too, to
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 1  enjoy the things that I have enjoyed because if we have a


 2  very large oil spill, you know, we lose everything.


 3            The whales live off the krill.  And those are


 4  little, tiny creatures.  If we lose those, we lose the


 5  whale.  We have beluga.  We have fish.  The belugas eat


 6  the fish.  The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so


 7  forth all the way down to the planktons, micro-organisms.


 8  We have wildlife.  We have seabirds comes from as far as


 9  Argentina, South Pole coming up this way to migrate to


10  be -- you know, repopulate.  And we lose those, too.  But


11  mainly, you know, from the ocean.  If we have a large oil


12  spill, we lose everything, our way of life.


13            And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go


14  to our local store to try and substitute the food that we


15  have hunted for generations, from generation to generation


16  that was passed down by word of mouth.  No documented


17  things like that on the board on how we do things.


18            Our Elders taught us how to hunt, how to take


19  care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the


20  land.  We have a wonderful state.  We have a wonderful


21  village.  We have a wonderful way of life.


22            If we lose our ocean, you know -- I don't know


23  how many times I might have to say this -- but we lose


24  everything.  And if we start -- you know, the way that


25  global warming is going, pretty soon we are going to have
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 1  ships coming from Atlantic Ocean coming this way.  They


 2  will be using that Northwest Passage.  What about them,


 3  that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils?  And


 4  what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a


 5  coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or


 6  so.  Just like what we see down there in the Lower 48, go


 7  all over the world, we have ships.  If we go up north or


 8  down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.


 9            You know, that's a scary thought.  I don't want


10  my grandkids or great-grandkids or even my kids to see the


11  devastation that we might have if we say go ahead and


12  drill.  Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves,


13  why did you guys say yes for them to go and drill?  Now


14  our ocean doesn't have any life in it.


15            We have currents that, like I said, every


16  coastal village and here on the west side of Alaska is


17  going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario


18  have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico.  We'll


19  have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to


20  shore.  That's an ugly sight to see all those people in


21  Florida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up.  Do we


22  want that?  I know I sure don't.  Even my great-grandkids


23  might even see tar balls keep washing ashore.  We will


24  start smelling the oil like in Prince William Sound.  Walk


25  around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the
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 1  ground.  And that's a scary thing to think about.  But the


 2  most scariest part is we lose everything.


 3            I love the way I have lived before, hunting,


 4  fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has


 5  provided for us Inupiats.  We are all up and down the


 6  Alaska coastline.  I'm grateful that hopefully, you know,


 7  our Secretary of Interior will listen, understand what I


 8  want to see in the future:  Clean ocean, our wildlife


 9  still out there.


10            I know that global warming is making our ice


11  thinner and thinner, thinner every year.  Pretty soon we


12  might not even have a North Pole.  All it will be is just


13  magnetic north, no ice.


14            A lot of things are happening globally, and we


15  see it up here first.  We see things that are going on at


16  Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills,


17  devastation of animals.  Might bounce back another 50 or


18  60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the


19  store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food


20  that we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the


21  ocean, our garden.  It's scary, real scary.  I want my


22  grandkids to, you know, enjoy the foods that I have


23  enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing,


24  subsisting the way I have enjoyed it.


25            I better pass the microphone on.  I get carried
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 1  away because I don't want to see offshore drilling.  We


 2  see oil companies say zero discharge, zero discharge.


 3  Looks good on paper.  Looks good when they talk to us but,


 4  you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human


 5  error.  And that's their way of saying zero discharge,


 6  still having oil spill.


 7            I'm grateful that, you know, hopefully our voice


 8  will be heard.  Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of


 9  Interior will think about the statements that are going on


10  right now, testimonies throughout Alaska or throughout the


11  world regarding the Outer Continental Shelf plans to drill


12  in the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ocean.


13            So I'm glad that you folks are here.  And I'll


14  pass it on.  Thank you.


15                  MR. WILLARD L. NEAKOK: How do I follow


16  that?  I'm in the same position as my dad.  First of all,


17  my name is Willard Neakok, and I have no see -- no


18  representative.  I represent nobody.  I just wanted to


19  represent the Village of Point Lay.  Our people are


20  fighting people, and we have had to fight for our land.


21  We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are


22  fighting for our ocean.  So why stop now?


23            I mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like my


24  dad said, we love the food.  We love doing all that.  And


25  I may -- I'm one of the leaders -- drum leaders for our
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 1  community, and I love it.  I love it with a passion.  And


 2  you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for


 3  successful hunting and celebrate life.  And so I am in no


 4  position supporting offshore drilling.


 5                  MS. MARIE TRACEY: I'm Marie Tracey from


 6  the Native Village of Point Lay.  I work for our mayor's


 7  office as a communications liaison for the Native Village


 8  of Point Lay, and I'm a volunteer fire fighter and a


 9  volunteer ambulance crew member, and I'm a coordinator for


10  the volunteer search and rescue group, and I'm the ASTAC


11  director.  I'm a mother.  I'm a grandmother.  I'm not


12  supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wish that they


13  would try and drill onshore before they try to drill


14  offshore.


15            And with that global warming that we have been


16  witnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of


17  walruses off our beach.  I was born in the old site on the


18  sand spit across there.  And about one mile north of the


19  village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at least ten


20  miles up the beach was loaded with walruses.  And then


21  when you look out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands


22  and thousands out there.  And if you see our walrus


23  picture, the walruses, when they come on land, they are


24  right next to each other, real crowded and everything.


25  And that's how they were coming up on the beach.
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 1            And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach,


 2  they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with more


 3  walruses coming up on the sandy beach, just really


 4  crowded.  And you could hear them.  And when you look out


 5  in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you


 6  would see nothing but like brown spots, brown lines at the


 7  distance, there is so many walruses out there.


 8            If there is a stampede, then you could hear


 9  their mourning, their loss of a loved one.  It's really


10  sad to hear.  And but when they came in, they were so loud


11  that the next morning I was talking with my cousin.  She


12  said, boy, I couldn't sleep last night.  My neighbors just


13  like they were quarreling all night.  I couldn't sleep.  I


14  told her those were the walruses out there making noises.


15  She said, oh, my, I thought they were my neighbors.


16            Anyway, but -- and then we have our beluga


17  harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.


18  We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here.  He comes to


19  tag our beluga, and then when he tags them, he set them


20  free, and then they would monitor them because they would


21  have satellite tags on them.  And then when he gets


22  information, he would give it to us, and we would see


23  where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.


24  And it's amazing to see where they go because we have


25  never had this information before.  And since Robert
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 1  Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of


 2  information about beluga.  And they take samples.


 3            And now we have a loon study going on.  Daniel


 4  Rizzola from UAF Fairbanks has been coming here for three


 5  years to tag the loons, and he would also send us


 6  information.  It's amazing where these birds and where


 7  these mammals go.  And I would like to keep this going


 8  because we are getting a wealth of information from these


 9  people that come in to our village.


10            And Robert Suydam is getting old with us, too.


11  And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.


12  But I would -- I would discourage drilling in our ocean


13  because we have hardly had any caribou around our village


14  and that moves our meal from, like, caribou meat which I


15  grew up with as a main course of our meals, like


16  dinnertime and even lunch.


17            And especially, too, when our young ones go out


18  hunting or else we have searches like during the winter,


19  we would have some food for them, you know, like dried


20  meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food


21  out there when they go out.  And sometimes we search for


22  days, and it's miles and miles of travel looking for


23  people and hoping to take them home alive.  It's just so


24  hard for us up here, but we love our food.


25            We would like to ask our Secretary of State
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 1  [sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep


 2  our way of life, please.  This global warming is really


 3  hard on our walruses because they have to leave their


 4  young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they


 5  feed, and then they would have to come back to their young


 6  ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.


 7            Anyway, I'll pass this on to Mrs. Suydam until


 8  the next round.  Thank you.


 9                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Good evening.  My name


10  is Robert Suydam.  I'm a wildlife biologist with the North


11  Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management.  I've


12  lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay


13  is kind of my second home and the folks here are my second


14  family, that we have been working together a long time to


15  learn more about belugas.


16            And Marie, thank you for the nice things that


17  you have said but, you know, much of the credit goes to


18  the community and the hunters here for helping all of the


19  scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room


20  and others not here -- for the successes.


21            I'd also like to say thanks to Jim and the rest


22  of the BOEMRE crew, BUMMER [pronunciation] crew, whatever


23  it is.  Thanks for coming to Point Lay and thanks for


24  coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the


25  residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask
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 1  them about what they think about this EIS.  Several people


 2  have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary


 3  Salazar actually listens to people here that are more


 4  directly affected by the actions associated with this EIS


 5  than most other people in the country.  So because they


 6  are -- the risk is greater for folks here -- the benefits


 7  aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the


 8  opinions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater


 9  weight.  And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely


10  to the things that people say here.


11            Jim, I'd also like to say congratulations to you


12  for your appointment as the state director.  I think you


13  are a good addition to Alaska and the agency here.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


15                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: So welcome.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thanks, Robert.


17                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: I have a few things to


18  say, and maybe I'll say just a couple of them now to start


19  with.  And maybe I'll start with something that Marie was


20  talking about, which was science and the need for


21  information.  And I know that part of your revised


22  supplemental EIS was about identifying information that


23  was needed and how much it cost.


24            And I haven't had a chance to review that


25  section of the EIS yet, but I think it's really important
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 1  to highlight the need for information and using that


 2  information to make decisions that I have been surprised


 3  to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico


 4  and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limited ability


 5  of agencies to understand potential impacts or assess


 6  impacts, especially to marine mammal populations.


 7            There is so little information known about the


 8  population size or status or health of those marine


 9  mammals that being able to assess what the impacts were is


10  very restricted, very limited.  And so I think we are in a


11  little bit better position up here that we know a lot


12  about belugas, we know a lot about bowheads and walruses


13  and other things, but there is still very limited


14  information.


15            And so encouraging the agency not just to


16  evaluate what information is missing, but also make --


17  continue to make efforts -- I know you have made great


18  efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or


19  ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please


20  keep doing that.  Keep funding studies.  Keep funding


21  studies to document traditional knowledge.  You know that


22  many of the people in this room know more about the


23  environment than any scientist or manager.  So your


24  identification of traditional knowledge as being key in


25  making decisions I think is really valid.  And I hope the
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 1  agency is able to continue to do that.


 2            As you evaluate comments on your EIS, please


 3  first take a look at the data gap analysis that USGS


 4  recently did.  And I think that's a pretty extensive


 5  document, and it may be difficult and challenging for the


 6  agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but I think it's


 7  really important.  It's available information about data


 8  gaps, and please use that to make your EIS here more


 9  complete.


10            So again, just emphasizing the need to use


11  information to make decisions, I think that's really,


12  really important.  But I think there are some other things


13  that are also important.


14            In the document you talk about thresholds and


15  when a threshold is reached, that then the impact becomes


16  significant.  On page 75, I think it is here, of the


17  document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on


18  subsistence harvest patterns occurs when one or more of


19  subsistence resources become unavailable for a period of


20  one to two years."


21            So essentially the way I read that is that you


22  are telling Point Lay and Wainwright and Barrow that if


23  the actions that result from this EIS could make


24  subsistence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it


25  was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's
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 1  more than that it would be.  And I think that's


 2  inappropriate.


 3            I think that if the actions resulting from this


 4  EIS cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two


 5  months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate.  And


 6  so in this document, previous EISs and future EISs, I


 7  think you need to change the thresholds that you use for


 8  evaluating significant impacts, that the culture, the


 9  people that live in these communities rely on subsistence


10  resources.  The unique culture that is here is incredibly


11  valuable, and saying that it won't be a significant impact


12  unless belugas or bowheads aren't available for two years


13  is just not right and something -- the agency should


14  approach things differently than that and revise this EIS


15  and make sure that future EISs are done differently.


16            I'll pass the mike on for now.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Robert.  It's


18  great to be in Alaska.  My wife is packing up the house in


19  Virginia right now.


20            We are going to go around this way now and work


21  our way back.  Okay?  I have a nice group of people here


22  in a circle.  Would anyone like to take the mike?


23                  MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Thank you.  And


24  thank you for coming to Point Lay and helping our way of


25  life.  And for the record, my name is Danny Pikok, Junior.


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(8) Page 30 - Page 33







 


Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE


Pt. Lay
June 28, 2011


Page 34


 1  And I am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity


 2  because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I'm afraid of.


 3  It's the noise pollution.  And I'd like to see oil


 4  companies exhaust the land before they decide to do any


 5  offshore drilling of any energy resources.


 6            And I'd like to see the oil companies focus on


 7  natural energy.  They are spending too much money to start


 8  drilling offshore in the Arctic.  They should spend their


 9  money looking for alternative energy.  I mean, just look


10  what happened in our oil field.  We struck oil, it was a


11  big deal, and now it's gone.  We had all that oil, all the


12  gas, all the jobs.


13            It spoiled Native way of life.  We are spoiled


14  now.  I mean, look -- you go look in the beach, the motors


15  are too big.  They burn too much gas.  We get spoiled.


16  It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled like


17  that.


18            And it's getting worse.  And I'm afraid, you


19  know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling


20  because how are we going to run them big motors.  It's --


21  it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to


22  old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big


23  motor and start drilling offshore?  Just -- just noise


24  pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here.  There is


25  too much wildlife, and a lot of folks depend on it.  I
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 1  depend on it.  Our children depend on it.  It's just --


 2  it's going to do a domino effect.  It already has.  It


 3  started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.


 4            And I'd like to see alternative energy resources


 5  like the coal, natural gas.  I don't want to see oil rigs


 6  floating in the ocean and drilling.  I'm against it.  It's


 7  just too much -- it's -- it's too much -- it's too risky.


 8  It's very risky.


 9            Just like Willard was saying, it's going to


10  start small and it's going to grow.  If we start offshore


11  drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries


12  up here and start a highway, and we are going to lose a


13  lot of good resources our ocean offers.  It's just -- I'm


14  really against any offshore activity.


15            And I mean, I grew up -- when I was growing up,


16  I remember riding in a skin boat, two horsepower motor.


17  That was good enough to get you there and back.  You don't


18  carry 50 gallons of gas.  You carry five gallons.  Today


19  it's -- it's getting out of hand.  Just even snowmachines,


20  four-wheelers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.


21  And we need gas.  I know there is oil out there inland.


22  Focus on that oil inland.  Exhaust that oil before you


23  start pushing offshore.


24            And I love my family.  I love my people, our


25  people.  And the way things are going now, it's getting
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 1  worse, and I want to encourage whoever is going to decide


 2  to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the folks


 3  that live up here.  And I'm sure there is other


 4  alternatives besides offshore drilling.


 5            Thanks.


 6                  MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Good evening.  My


 7  name is Delbert Rexford.  I'm an elected official of the


 8  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  I have the


 9  at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, which is a


10  federally recognized tribe.  Very briefly, we just came


11  from a four-hour seal hunt.  We got one seal, not too much


12  fat on it.  And as Marie alluded to earlier, some of the


13  global warming effects are affecting our marine mammals,


14  the health of our marine mammals.  The emissions into the


15  atmosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where --


16  anywhere in the world within the industrial global


17  community contributes to all of that.


18            When the draft EIS came and addresses threatened


19  species or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals,


20  polar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our


21  cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale.  In


22  1977 when they banned whaling, it was the International


23  Whaling Commission, without knowledge, without


24  acknowledging Inupiat traditional knowledge said, no,


25  there is not enough whales.  But since time immemorial
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 1  through oral history, we knew there was more whales, but


 2  there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert


 3  is aware of.


 4            The concerns that we have offshore is that the


 5  equipment -- I'll take you back to 19 -- when the three


 6  gray whales were stranded.  The oil industry and their


 7  state of their technology tried to save the whales.  Lo


 8  and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their


 9  technology that they propose to use on cleaning up oil


10  spills.  It failed, grossly failed.  So it would have been


11  a detriment to take that equipment out to sea, out to ice


12  and try to clean up an oil spill.


13            And we make good friends with the Russians when


14  the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales.  A


15  simple icebreaker allowed the global phenomenon of three


16  gray whales to be expended to be saved.


17            The point is the industry has not proven that


18  they have the technology to clean under ice.  And the


19  present technology is limited to certain height of wave


20  lengths.  Those are limited.  The booms are limited.


21  The -- the oil spills in the Gulf, the Exxon Valdez are


22  testaments to the fact that in a major -- and you talk


23  about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels.  I don't know what that


24  equates to in terms of gallons of oil.  It underlies the


25  technology is not there.  The zooplankton, the
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 1  micro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the


 2  food chain.


 3            I mean, that's what we are concerned about, our


 4  way of life versus providing national energy to


 5  350,000,000 people who are driving on highways, who have a


 6  lower cost of living allowances all across the nation.


 7  One gallon of milk is nine bucks in Barrow; $9.  The cost


 8  of living is high.


 9            Danny alluded to the size of the engines


10  emitting a lot of gases.  It's inevitable that they get


11  larger.  We will consume more.


12            Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope filed a


13  lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore


14  drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that


15  would be emitted into the atmosphere, because of the


16  noise -- cumulative effects of noise pollution and other


17  cumulative effects.


18            And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and


19  that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation.


20  Very simply, it was that litigation that brought you back


21  to the communities because at the time MMS did not do


22  their homework.


23            So we came back from a four-hour hunt, my nephew


24  and his girlfriend.  We just got back.  And to us, it's


25  Eskimo heaven.  It's where our spirituality is -- is
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 1  completed.  What we can't get here on the land we get from


 2  the sea, the marine mammals that we are concerned about,


 3  about being devastated in the event.  And this is what


 4  bothers our people.  In the unlikely event of an oil spill


 5  is the term used in a lot of these environmental impact


 6  draft statements.  If it was inevitable, what technology


 7  do you have to clean it up?


 8            When you look at the migratory -- what's that


 9  guy's name that sends us those bowhead whale migration


10  maps?


11                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: John Citta.


12                  MR. DELBERT REXFORD: John Citta sends us


13  e-mails regarding the route.  When you look at the


14  migration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack


15  in the middle of it.  What has BOEMRE done to consider


16  that part of it, to mitigate any chances of adverse impact


17  on bowhead whales?


18            The community of Point Lay just went through a


19  very historical past three years.  They just reactivated


20  bowhead whaling.  They just landed their second whale.


21  And they are a whaling community.  Not only that, the


22  beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Alaska.


23  I mean, it is -- every time I come down here for beluga


24  whaling, I'm at home because I don't go home empty-handed.


25            And that's the culture that you are -- that you
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 1  are endangering through potential VLOS, very large oil


 2  spills.  That's the threat that we are afraid of.  That's


 3  an unknown that we are afraid of.


 4            In 1977 when the IEWC banned whaling, the


 5  analogy we used was that the buffalo was taken away from


 6  the Native American Indians.  Well, in 1977 they took our


 7  bowhead whales off, and suicides.  The number of suicides


 8  that occurred in those few years after that were -- were


 9  astronomical.  I mean, people lost a sense of


10  spirituality, a sense of wholeness, a sense of belonging


11  to their own land and to the sea that provided for them.


12            So whoever makes that decision to go offshore --


13  I attended in Houston the Outer Continental Shelf policy


14  meetings, and we encouraged impact hunting to those


15  impacted communities.  The federal government has only one


16  impact program that they ever created on the North Slope


17  within NPRA.  Those were the NPRA impacts.  We went to the


18  Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for


19  impact funds to come back to the impacted communities.


20            Impacted communities include suicide, alcohol


21  and drug abuse, and other social norms that go way out of


22  line.


23            And these things BOEMRE, I don't believe, have


24  considered at this stage because if you have, we would


25  like to see what you are offering to the community in case
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 1  of an oil spill.


 2            But I'm speaking on behalf of Inupiat Community


 3  of the Arctic Slope.  I serve on the tribal council.  I've


 4  also served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmental


 5  Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic


 6  monitoring and assessment program within the confines of


 7  Inuit Circumpolar Conference as a delegate, as a delegate


 8  to the United States of America.  And these issues that we


 9  are asking and concerned about tonight are the same issues


10  that we address at the international forums, at the


11  international regimes, that the Arctic nations, the eight


12  country nations regulate within each respective state.


13            But I just want to emphasize that we do oppose


14  offshore drilling.  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope


15  passed a resolution opposing it because of the unknowns of


16  what would happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the


17  VLOS that you have noted should happen because we have


18  three currents.


19            Up in Barrow -- I can talk about Barrow.  I'm


20  not sure about right here.  Up in Barrow we have three


21  currents.  They go north, they go south.  And every


22  species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if


23  it should occur.  How many gallons is 150,000 barrels?


24  Can -- what's -- does anyone know?


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It's about 40 gallons to
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 1  a barrel.


 2                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: About four-and-a-half


 3  million.


 4                  MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Four-and-a-half


 5  million gallons?  My lord.  Do you have the technology to


 6  clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?


 7  I don't think you have a plan.  You don't because, like I


 8  said, the industry tried their equipment to rescue the


 9  three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all


10  of their equipment failed.  That's a living testament that


11  the technology didn't work that they were proposing to


12  take out to the sea.


13            Well, I've taken a lot of your time.  I tell you


14  what.  You should spend time out in the ocean.  Maybe you


15  can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you


16  get a chance to get out there.  There is no mosquitoes out


17  there.


18            But thank you.  I'm speaking on behalf of the


19  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and I serve with


20  Sophie on that tribal council.  I've taken a lot of your


21  time, but those are the concerns that we have.  Thank you.


22                  MR. LEO FERREIRA: Good evening,


23  everybody.  My name is Leo Ferreira, III, for the record.


24  So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be


25  implemented into this BOEMRE.  Point Lay would like to
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 1  have a 60-mile buffer zone instead of -- I'm pretty sure


 2  it's standing at 15- or 13-mile buffer zone.  We want to


 3  move that up to a 60-mile buffer zone, not just for Point


 4  Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the


 5  Arctic Circle.


 6            We also want another stipulation of one drill


 7  rig -- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and


 8  also zero tolerance of cuttings and mud in the ocean,


 9  along with the oil, zero tolerance of oil discharge.


10            These reasons are for the disturbance of our


11  animals.  We have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with


12  disturbance of our tutu migration, our caribou migration


13  route.  We have we have had a coal mine going for a while,


14  and all the helicopter use with coal mining has pushed


15  away our migration route.  We haven't seen our migration


16  route come back close to the village at all in about five


17  to seven years now.


18            And we just shut down the coal mine just not too


19  long ago in our -- I think it was when President Obama


20  went green finger on us.  So we feel the impacts of


21  disturbance.


22            And we also know that our animals in our ocean


23  are very sensitive to noise.  I could use walrus as an


24  example because walrus are disturbed by even smelling


25  cologne or smelling cigarettes in the air.  If somebody is
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 1  upwind and they smell their cologne, they are going to get


 2  disturbed.  They also get disturbed by noise when you


 3  are -- when you are kind of close to them, you will


 4  disturb the walruses by noise, too, also, but mostly by


 5  smelling when they are out of the water.


 6            We also have seen a few animals that we never


 7  seen before so much, like we seen a killer whale a couple


 8  years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity


 9  up here.  So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance


10  from all the ship activity that was happening in the


11  Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down


12  south from us.


13            And all of us -- all of us people that live on


14  the Slope, all of us Natives in Alaska been taught our way


15  of life, so we have a lot of traditional knowledge to pass


16  on to the government so they could help get a better


17  understanding of how we want to live our life because we


18  have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return


19  we want to protect our way of life.  We want the federal


20  government to start listening to what we have to say and


21  start putting these things down as our stipulations to


22  help protect our way of life, like the 60-mile buffer


23  zone.


24            And maybe another one would be like when we go


25  harvest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity
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 1  during our harvests or no air activity along with our


 2  beluga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise


 3  activity in the ocean from the ships and from sonar


 4  activity.


 5            And that's a big concern is all the activity


 6  that's going to happen.  We are not just going to deal


 7  with oil ships.  We are also going to deal with Coast


 8  Guard ships.  And they have helicopters, too.


 9            And the other thing I heard is that if there is


10  going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does


11  happen in the state of Alaska, I'm most definitely


12  positively saying that our way of life will definitely be


13  disturbed because we are going to disturb our migration


14  route for our whales, bowhead whales, beluga whales and


15  the walruses.  The migration routes for these animals are


16  going to get pushed away from our mainland, and it's going


17  to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are


18  going to have to go farther and farther offshore because


19  of too much ship activity out there on the ocean along


20  with --


21            Like I know like the oil spill, like Delbert was


22  saying, is we don't know how -- federal government


23  scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up


24  an oil spill in the icy conditions out here.  I know of


25  three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina,
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 1  and the federal government or the oil companies can't even


 2  fix those, can't even retrieve them, those little oil rigs


 3  out there.  And if we leave junk behind, we are going to


 4  just pollute the ocean.  If we have an oil spill, we're


 5  going to pollute our ocean.  Once we pollute our ocean, we


 6  are going to lose our way of life.


 7            Point Lay is a traditional village.  We live a


 8  traditional life around here.  There is not much jobs from


 9  the government or from our North Slope Borough.  Our


10  workforce around here is about 25 percent.  Twenty-five


11  percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on


12  welfare.  When we are on welfare, we live off the ocean


13  and off the land.  All the animals, the caribou, the musk


14  ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted


15  seals, so --


16            And I also know that because Point Lay and


17  Kivalina and Point Hope are not in the NPRA, if there is


18  an oil spill, these three villages will have no royalties


19  when there is an oil spill.  I have been told we are going


20  to be the laborers.  We are going to be the cleanup crew,


21  and they are just going to get us for the jobs.  And here


22  we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not


23  even included in the NPRA.  We are outside of the NPRA


24  boundaries.


25            And so myself and with others, I oppose offshore


Page 47


 1  drilling and I -- I wish the federal government would


 2  listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell


 3  them.  And we would like to control -- have control of our


 4  Inupiat way of life for our animals.  We want to control


 5  our own animals.  We don't want the government telling


 6  us our drill ship is going to be here and good luck on


 7  hunting your animals.


 8            We want to have stipulations saying during this


 9  whale time period, during our bowhead whale time period


10  for that village, please stop your activity.  You are on


11  our area and goes along down the coast, up and down the


12  coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with --


13  we also -- because we know there is going to be


14  helicopters flying up and back workers and everything.


15  And helicopters is a big concern.  It's a real noise


16  factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.


17            We are the -- we are the ambassadors of our land


18  up here.  We want to keep on being the ambassadors of our


19  way of life.  Thank you.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I want to make sure we


21  get this end of the room here, but Emma, do you want say


22  something?


23                  MS. EMMA POKON: (Shakes head.)


24                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: Good evening.  Nathan


25  Henry, for the record.  Let's see.  If -- what was that
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 1  oil spill in Louisiana or somewhere like that?  Deepwater


 2  Horizon.  I'm pretty sure if somebody had said something


 3  like before you guys start that oil drill up here in the


 4  deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, will


 5  you guys have homes prepared for those that want to leave


 6  the area?  And if you guys do have a drill out there, if


 7  there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, like, move


 8  some people if they want to move because, you know, like


 9  it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the


10  land.  And are you prepared to -- not only for the oil


11  spill but, you know, some people might say, oh, man, I


12  don't know if I want to stay here.  Are you guys going to


13  have homes ready, like Anchorage, inland somewhere?


14  Because I'm pretty sure that Exxon would have, like,


15  thousands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if,


16  you know, somebody like me said something like, hey, you


17  got homes prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?


18  And does it matter what we say?  Are you guys still going


19  to go out there and drill or what?


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Those are good


21  questions.


22                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: I mean, you hand me the


23  mike and I got something to say, too.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's fine.  If you've


25  got something to say, we want to hear it.
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 1                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: I said it.  Thank you.


 2                  MS. SOPHIE HENRY: Sophie Henry, for the


 3  record.  I'm a member of the Native Village of Point Lay


 4  or the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  And if all


 5  this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero


 6  discharge and all that.  Well, it's like buying a new car.


 7  Everything you get is brand-new.  It's not going to leak,


 8  but over time it leaks, you see.  And that's just going to


 9  cause a problem and it's just going to be a rolling effect


10  of more problems, of course.


11            And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince


12  William Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mobil [sic], you know,


13  that problem just -- it's still a devastation in that area


14  for them, and if -- you know, if they were to drill out


15  here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they


16  even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice,


17  you know, what's there, like year-round?  You know all of


18  that?  You know all that?  It's good stuff.


19            Anyways, you know, like the famous question I


20  have been seeing all over when they first started talking


21  about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in


22  ice; under ice, in the ice.  You know, how do you clean


23  all that up?  And if -- there is just -- it's just


24  irritating.


25            Anyways, also I wanted to know, like, you know,
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 1  kind of like what Willard said when he said that the


 2  subsistence and stuff, they are our way of life.  It's our


 3  tradition.  It's the way we live.  And it's what the


 4  Elders lived off of hundreds of years ago.  We didn't


 5  have, you know, what we have now at the stores.  And we --


 6  you know, if the Elders nowadays lose all of that stuff,


 7  you know, the living Elders we have now, they are going


 8  to -- if they can't have their -- if they lose their food,


 9  their way of life what they grew up on, pretty much the


10  oil companies are basically, you know, letting the


11  Elders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the


12  food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on,


13  it's just a rolling effect of our life.


14            And you know, it's just something we don't -- if


15  you asked me like ten years ago before I moved to Point


16  Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'm for offshore drilling, I'm


17  for it.  Well, I moved up here nine years ago.  For the


18  first time I hunt.  So I know, you know, what it is like


19  to have the food.  I know how to hunt now.  I know how to


20  provide for my family.


21            My kids are going to be eight and five.  And


22  like my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou,


23  you know, beluga, whale.  He prefers that over, like, your


24  food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy.  My son


25  prefers our food.  And if he doesn't have that, well, when
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 1  he becomes a father, how is he going to have that for his


 2  family?


 3            It's just basically the oil companies want to


 4  rob us of our lives basically is how I feel.  And you


 5  know, with them doing that and killing off what we learned


 6  to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically


 7  in a way taking away our identity to a certain extent.


 8            And I just -- I oppose offshore drilling 100


 9  percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to make


10  the decisions to do this, I suggest them to actually come


11  here, rather than living in Washington making all these


12  decisions -- how would they like it if, like, our


13  community tells them how to live their lives and take away


14  what they love?  They wouldn't like that just as much as


15  we don't like them taking away our mammals.


16            And it's wrong.  It's stupid.  And they


17  shouldn't have a say.  They should obviously look at the


18  communities.  And everybody that I know and I've heard,


19  they all say no.  We can shout as loud as we want, no, no,


20  no, and they are still trying to come around and ask


21  questions, like we are not going to change our minds.  Why


22  do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities,


23  it's this, it's that?  So what?  You know, we can -- we --


24  so what?


25            You know, we would rather -- we would rather our
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 1  whales, we would rather everything else.  They shouldn't


 2  have the right to make the decision to take our lives,


 3  basically.  They shouldn't have the right to take away our


 4  mammals, our -- you know, it's just our way of life.  It's


 5  our ancestors' traditions.  It's everything.  Just like we


 6  don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't --


 7  we don't get to take away what they love.  They shouldn't


 8  have the right to take ours is what I wanted to say.


 9            Thank you.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Okay.  I'm


11  going to get everybody.  We are going to take a break, but


12  we have to go around first.  Two folks here.  Okay.  I


13  want to go over here.  Thank you.


14                  MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE: Good evening.


15  Robert Lisbourne, for the record.  I am against offshore


16  drilling, any kind, because the person who I am today is


17  who I stand for.  I am Inupiat.  We are Inupiat.  We -- we


18  have been hunting.  We have the traditions we had for


19  thousands of years.  We live off the land.  We live off


20  our food.  It's just a blessing to be Inupiat.  And I'd


21  just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know,


22  for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.


23            I would just hate to see my kids and my


24  grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean


25  and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just --
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 1  it's just a continuous food chain that we need.  So


 2  anything happen out there or in there, that chain is just


 3  going to break, and we will be lost without it.  It's who


 4  we are and what we love to do.


 5            And thanks for coming to Point Lay.  I'm just


 6  against the offshore drilling.


 7                  MR. SCOTT GUYER: My name is Scott Guyer,


 8  G-U-Y-E-R.  I work for the North Slope Science Initiative.


 9  I was in town today for another meeting and was invited to


10  come tonight, and I'm happy to be here.  Glad to listen to


11  all the comments and understand what the community feels


12  about this subject.  And I work for the director, and I


13  will be taking information back to him and discussing what


14  was said here to him.  So don't really have any comment


15  myself.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And then I think -- and


17  sir?  I don't want to forget you.


18                  MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.: Hello.  Good


19  evening.  Warren Lampe, Senior, lifelong year-round


20  subsistence hunter, subsistence user.  Like everybody


21  said, talking about all the children that are going to be


22  growing up before -- you know, after us, we want them to


23  use, you know, our land and our sea just like I did when I


24  was a child when my parents were out there hunting and


25  providing for us.  I have been in this lifestyle all my
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 1  life, and I don't think it will ever change.  I want it


 2  not to change.  Just like everybody else who talk on the


 3  mike tonight, I'm in full opposition of offshore oil, oil.


 4  So -- and I'd like to give thanks and welcome to our


 5  visitors here.  They have a good voice.  Their voice is


 6  heard.  It gives us ideas, gives us information.


 7            I do serve on the North Slope Borough Fish &


 8  Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue.  And with


 9  Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, I


10  think we are the closest community, so we are in


11  opposition.  We are very worried about an oil spill.  It


12  is inevitable.  I mean, it's going to happen, you know,


13  here now or, you know, there later.  I mean, it will


14  happen.


15            I understand that they don't have the proper


16  equipment to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean.  I


17  know just recently they had started their -- they had


18  started these science projects out here in our ocean and


19  in our land.  I mean, that was just started recently.  And


20  it's good to hear that, you know, we have all these


21  corporations going around trying to get information from


22  the people who lived here for 1,000 years or more, more


23  than that.  And we have -- you know, we have all this


24  information in our head.


25            And I'm glad to see that there is people coming
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 1  getting comments from us, getting the information from us


 2  that it's not written down.  Nothing is -- none of this is


 3  written down on paper.  And it's -- it's hard.  It's hard


 4  for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill


 5  because that will change everybody's life here.  We


 6  wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oil


 7  drilling.  We would like to see onshore drilling as much


 8  as possible.


 9            I think everywhere you go they will have


10  opposition for the offshore drilling.  And I'd like to see


11  more voices.  I'd like to see more -- more people talking,


12  more people telling us what they know and what some of us


13  don't know.  So the more information we are getting into


14  the meetings, I think the better off, but in some ways I


15  think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oil


16  developments, we are just not going to stop them.


17            We need to find -- I mean, they need to come up


18  with some kind of oil spill response that will work,


19  actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a


20  spill, stop it from coming ashore, try to contain it in


21  the little area that's already affected.  I think that's


22  one of the biggest worries that I have is oil spill


23  containment and cleanup because it's inevitable.  It will


24  happen in small amounts or in large amounts.  It doesn't


25  matter.
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 1            That's -- that's contaminating our food out


 2  there.  It's like our garden.  It's like you using


 3  pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are


 4  trying to eat.  It's the same thing.  It's killing off a


 5  lot of things.


 6            But I am in full opposition of offshore


 7  drilling.  I have been living off the land my whole life.


 8            I can't really think of anything else to say,


 9  but welcome.  Thank you for coming, getting information,


10  and I really hope -- I really hope it's heard.  I hope our


11  voice is heard, and not only heard but put into the


12  thought and make them think about -- think about these


13  things that they are trying to get information on, not


14  just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.


15            You know, we -- I'd like to see some like -- I'd


16  like to have them notify us, you know, talk to us back,


17  not just us talking to them and telling them, you know,


18  what we think.  I think they should -- I think they should


19  -- I think we should hear their voice back after they get


20  all this information.  And after we give the information,


21  I think we could get some information back on what is


22  going to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this


23  stuff that we talked about.  That would be a lot -- that


24  would be a real positive thing.


25            As I said, I'm in full opposition.  I like -- I
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 1  love my subsistence way of life.  And it's never going to


 2  stop for me.  I'm just hoping and I'm praying that it's


 3  not going to stop for our future generations that are


 4  going to come.


 5            I know there has been a lot of fighting for the


 6  way of life that we live.  You know, the oil drills up on


 7  the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they


 8  try to take away our bowhead living.  They are trying


 9  to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, like


10  populations of all of our animals, and they are trying to


11  take actions before they -- before they come up with any


12  kind of results.  You know, it's nice for people to come


13  up here and get the information from the people who


14  actually live up here and see it every day of our lives.


15  Even if it's the smallest animal that we see running


16  across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.


17  I can't put it any other way.


18            But I really do oppose offshore oil drilling.


19  I'm in full opposition to that.  And everybody who talked


20  on the mike, they are in full opposition, but the way I


21  see it, I think it's going to happen anyways.  They are


22  going to go out there and drill offshore.  It's going to


23  happen anyways, even without our opposition.


24            It will help a lot for each and every entity


25  that comes up here we can give information to and try to
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 1  get, you know, oil spill response teams in these


 2  communities that we live in.  We reside here year-round,


 3  and we are not going to move.


 4            I think me and everybody else here would like to


 5  have some good part of our population trained or at least


 6  know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.


 7  I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be


 8  trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill.  I


 9  know there is -- there is corporations that give a limited


10  amount of people, two or three or four people, who go down


11  and they will leave town for training, this oil spill


12  training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- I


13  mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.


14            We need a community to know what's going on with


15  the oil spill and know what to do.  I think it takes a


16  whole community to understand that.  And I'm sure


17  everybody in this community, if they are trained and if


18  they know how, they will give a hand.  They will lend


19  their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain,


20  try to protect our way of life.


21            That's another big thing with all this oil


22  development.  I think every coastal community should have


23  at least a crew of people who know how to operate


24  machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not


25  just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah,
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 1  well, we are going to have this contained and everything,


 2  but they are going to be providing -- they are going to


 3  say, yeah, we are bringing money up there.  We are going


 4  to clean it up, giving you money, putting people to work,


 5  but that's the people that they already have trained to do


 6  that kind of job.  And I think -- I think they should come


 7  to every community and at least train as many people as


 8  they could and get that thought in their mind so we know


 9  how to do it so we are able to do it.


10            I think that's another big thing on this


11  offshore drilling.  When an oil spill does happen, you


12  know, I think every community should know what to do, not


13  turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call


14  people and ask, okay, what do we do?  We don't know --


15  that would be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a


16  community level to have nobody know what to do here.  I


17  think that should be another strong -- another real good


18  idea.


19            I think I've said pretty much everything I could


20  think of.  I'm sure there is more but, you know, I'm -- I


21  said -- I said I think -- I think I said what counts, so


22  welcome and thank you.  Thank you for your time.  Thank


23  you for letting us speak.


24            And you know, we are providing information.  So


25  I think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to
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 1  the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups.  And we would


 2  like feedback on it.  We would like feedback.  We would


 3  like for them to, you know, at least come talk to us and


 4  tell us, okay, this is what we do for your comment that


 5  you said, you know.


 6            We need some kind of feedback for that.  We


 7  didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that


 8  we did get.  But feedback to us would be -- would be


 9  helpful.  That would be -- that would move us to the next


10  level of understanding, to the next level of comments and


11  everything that -- everything that we talked about so we


12  don't keep talking about the same thing over and over.


13            We would like to see something done about it and


14  something -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done


15  so they could move on to another concern.  But I think


16  that's all I got to say.


17            And I hope everybody came to an understanding


18  about all that.  So thank you and good evening.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


20  Well said, and you will have a chance to speak again.  We


21  have been at this for a while.  I know we have got to give


22  our recorder about a ten-minute break.  So how about we


23  take a ten-minute break.  We will all come back and go


24  around the room again.  We won't leave until everybody is


25  satisfied.
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 1             (A break was taken.)


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We notice it was pointed


 3  out by one of the community members that some people


 4  arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again


 5  so we are all on the same plate, I've asked Sharon to come


 6  up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so


 7  that everybody understands why we're here.


 8                  MS. SHARON WARREN: I was just going to,


 9  rather than go -- unless you all want me to go through the


10  flip chart again, I can just kind of summarize what we


11  talked about.  So what's the preference?


12                  MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: Summarize.


13                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Okay.  Why we are here


14  today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ocean


15  Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, is seeking


16  your comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental


17  Environmental Impact Statement.  Copies are on the table.


18  We are here because of a court litigation that was done


19  back in 2008 prior to sale 193.  And the Court told us to


20  go back and to readdress the concerns.


21            So those are the three concerns we are


22  addressing in that document is what the Court told us we


23  had to do because our EIS was not adequate on natural gas


24  development or on the missing information that we stated


25  in the document.  So we have to follow the regulations and
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 1  go back and do it.


 2            In addition, after we published the draft


 3  supplemental EIS, we came up here, got the community's


 4  comments, got public comments, over 150,000 comments.


 5  We -- a lot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater


 6  Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what would


 7  happen if there was a very large oil spill.  So we went


 8  back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill.  And


 9  so that is in the document.  So not only do we have the


10  information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we also


11  had information on what it would be if a very large oil


12  spill would happen.


13            We need your comments.  We need your comments.


14  We need any traditional knowledge to take a look at our


15  document.  The due date for public comments and your


16  comments are due July 11th.  We are using regulations.gov.


17  There is information on the table on the website to how to


18  submit your comments.  If you have got any questions on


19  how to submit those comments, we have a telephone number


20  to our office in Anchorage.  We are out of Anchorage,


21  Alaska.  We are all Alaskans up here.  So you can call us


22  and we can let you know.


23            Again, after we take your comments, we will


24  prepare a final supplemental environmental impact


25  statement.  This supplements the environmental impact
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 1  statement that was done in 2007.  And it will go to the


 2  Secretary of the Interior who will make the decision


 3  whether to affirm the lease sale, the area that was


 4  offered for lease in 2008, or make some changes to it.  He


 5  can affirm the lease sale, keep the leases, or he can


 6  cancel the leases.  It's all on the table.  So he needs to


 7  go back and make that decision.


 8            Once he makes that decision, it will be filed


 9  with the Court.  The Court has asked him to make that


10  decision by the 3rd of October.  He will make the


11  decision.  It will be filed with the Court, and the


12  district judge in Alaska will decide whether or not our


13  agency has complied with the federal laws of the National


14  Environmental Policy Act and any other federal laws that


15  were raised in the litigation to make sure the agency met


16  its obligation in doing that.


17            So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon.  One


19  thing I want to add.  And I heard this in this meeting and


20  at our meeting government-to-government this afternoon and


21  at another meeting.  Some of the Elders have said you have


22  been coming up here for 15, 20, 30 years.  We tell you the


23  same thing.  Well, it's not that we are coming to bother


24  you, thinking you might change your mind, but there is a


25  law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program
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 1  and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.


 2            While you have this requirement, you also have


 3  new administrations and new presidents and new Secretary


 4  of the Interior and all those kind of folks.  But because


 5  of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a


 6  requirement that we come back and speak with you.  So in


 7  many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that


 8  people have to come up and speak with you and make sure


 9  that's what it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that


10  was 30 years ago, it doesn't count.  We can't do that.  We


11  have to make sure we are talking with the communities and


12  your voice is heard.


13            And so it's kind of a bother.  This is the best


14  time of the year for you.  It's gorgeous outside.  I


15  understand belugas are coming.  The fishing is going to be


16  great.  And here we are at a meeting.  But this is


17  important and this is what we need.  So thank you very


18  much.


19            So why don't we start on this side of the room.


20  Okay.  Sir, would you like to comment again?


21                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: First of all, Nathan


22  Henry.  And I'd like to apologize.  I was thinking that


23  maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the


24  ocean and drilling.  So I'm sorry about that.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's fine.
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 1                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: So just a scientific


 2  question.  Is the global warming a natural cause or is the


 3  global warming caused of the oil being sucked out -- like


 4  opposite from insulation.  You think that maybe that oil


 5  down there will keep it cool and it's just being sucked up


 6  and now it's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that


 7  might be cause of -- part of the cause of the global


 8  warming?


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a good question,


10  and we can talk about that all night.  This is Jim Kendall


11  speaking.  Bottom line is, no matter what's causing global


12  climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first


13  in the Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have


14  to consider that in our analyses.  But the jury is out on


15  what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is


16  happening.


17            You are -- right here in the Arctic it's


18  starting first.  And we have got to deal with it in our


19  analysis, as well.


20                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: There has been --


21  throughout the years and years there has been like


22  billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground,


23  and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place


24  like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago


25  or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oil
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 1  was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big


 2  major difference or there are still grounds -- there are


 3  still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to


 4  go there or are there different flowers growing out or,


 5  you know -- I know that you can't stop the global warming,


 6  but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It's in the record.


 8  Thank you.


 9                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: Okay.  Thank you.  Good


10  evening.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  It's Nathan,


12  right?  Thank you.  Okay.  Next?


13                  MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.: Hello.  Warren


14  Lampe, Senior, for the record again.  There was a couple


15  thoughts that did come to mind within the short time that


16  I had the mike.  This ocean and where they are drilling,


17  where they propose to drill is right smack in the middle


18  of our highway.  It's like a highway, our food highway


19  that our animals have to migrate past us and get back.


20  They get to their feeding grounds.  They get to their


21  grounds that they have babies.  You know, they pass by us,


22  and they have to pass by us to do it.


23            With the oil spill happening out there, it's


24  going to halt the migration.  It will reroute the


25  migration.  It's just like when we are traveling to the
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 1  store on the highway, a tree or something accidentally


 2  falls on the highway, it's going to stop us.  It will stop


 3  us from going to the store.  Same thing it will do to the


 4  animals with the oil spill.  It will halt the migration,


 5  change the route.  And it might take years.  It might take


 6  20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this migration


 7  is going and, within that time, it will be too late.


 8            And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oil


 9  being sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our


10  global heating, global warming, I mean, there is relevance


11  that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they


12  are burning it.  It makes carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide.


13  So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, I


14  mean, he's right.


15            But with our ocean and the drilling, I think --


16  I think most of their studies and I think most of their


17  money that they are putting out for this energy, I think


18  it should be going towards renewable energy like ocean


19  currents.  They produce energy.  They have proven


20  technology that we can get energy out of currents.  We


21  have technology that we can get energy out of the wind.


22            We have a whole bunch of technology that's


23  proven to convert to -- converted to this renewable energy


24  that we could use over and over, not like the oil and gas


25  that we burn one time or -- you know, we could use the
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 1  heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery.  We


 2  could use the heat off of it.  But it's not the same.


 3            I think most of this money that they are pouring


 4  out into getting energy, I think most of it should be put


 5  to renewable energy.  I think that's another big --


 6  another big situation that, you know, they should think


 7  about and put to use, renewable energy.  With that, we


 8  could have renewable -- we could have, like, wind turbines


 9  here to have energy whenever we have wind instead of using


10  oil all the time to heat our homes.


11            And that's another part of the -- another part


12  of the situation that I'm trying to understand and I'm


13  trying -- I'm still trying to calculate it in my brain


14  that -- all these negative effects that are going to


15  happen to us.  And once that happens, there is pretty much


16  no way of getting it back.  There is no way of making our


17  life the same.  It's going to be changed, you know,


18  probably forever.


19            But I think a lot more money should be put into


20  renewable energy instead of having all this wasted money


21  of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and --


22  because a lot of the money that they put in, it's -- it's


23  almost like a waste to me.  They put all this money in and


24  then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to


25  plan.  Somebody else stops and steps in and say, no, that
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 1  can't be done.  You can't do it that way.  So all that


 2  money that they use to try to come up with all this


 3  information, it could have been used to, you know, put --


 4  put it towards renewable energy.  I think that's a big --


 5  that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be


 6  thought of more carefully, put more information into


 7  there.


 8            I think they should have a round of


 9  informational meetings about renewable energy because I


10  think that's some -- something that -- that we would all


11  support instead of right now we are all in opposition of


12  offshore oil drilling, and if you come up with renewable


13  energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy


14  or the wind providing energy for us, that would be a whole


15  change of story that would save our traditional cultural


16  way of life.  It would save a whole culture, a whole group


17  of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.


18            I think most of us would -- we would be in


19  support of renewable energy because we are all -- we are


20  all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even


21  on our land where we are opposed to oil energy, oil


22  drilling so much, but it's more so far offshore.  We don't


23  want it to happen.  I think they should put more --


24  more -- more of what they have, their funds, their


25  thoughts, their energy, put more of it into renewable
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 1  energy.  I think that's -- I think that would be a -- that


 2  would make a whole lot more of Alaska happy.


 3            I think that's -- that's a -- that's a big


 4  thought, too.  I think that's -- that's what should


 5  happen.  That's what should be happening because oil is


 6  going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now just


 7  like our Prudhoe Bay is running out.  We are going to run


 8  out of oil.  We are going to run out of energy.  Within


 9  that time we may have an oil spill.  We may have


10  contamination that's irreversible.


11            I mean, we go to renewable energy, we are -- we


12  will be able to make use of it over and over again instead


13  of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns


14  off into our atmosphere.  It causes a chain reaction of


15  negative events.


16            And when I think in my mind, I think we could


17  use this -- we could be going to renewable energy, and


18  it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting


19  as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative


20  impacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and


21  getting it ready for us to use and making it useful for us


22  to burn safely.


23            I think -- I think they should turn their head


24  the other way, turn it away from offshore oil drilling and


25  put -- you know, face the renewable energy because the oil
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 1  is going to run out.  Our wind won't run out.  Our water


 2  currents, they may change, but they are still going to be


 3  there, not like the oil.  You know, it's going to


 4  disappear.  It's going to be gone.  So that's a big


 5  thought.


 6            I think more -- more thought, more energy, more,


 7  you know, information should be put towards renewable


 8  energy.  That's something we would be in support of


 9  because everybody -- I'm -- I think everybody that you --


10  everywhere you go there is going to be opposition.  There


11  is going to be strong opposition for offshore oil


12  drilling.


13            So if that could make it to, you know, the


14  decisionmakers up there to -- I think they should change


15  direction and start -- start developing renewable energy.


16  That's a big thing because I think a lot of us would be in


17  support of that.  So that's a thought I had in mind.


18            So thank you very much.


19                  MR. LEO FERREIRA, III: Good evening.  Leo


20  Ferreira, III, for the record.  I just wanted to get out


21  some stuff that I kind of left out.  I can't remember


22  everything, but I just wanted to touch a little bit on


23  science and the studies that's been going on.  I don't


24  think the lease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen


25  because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of
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 1  our sea animals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our


 2  seals, and our bowhead whales.  There hasn't been a real


 3  good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an


 4  oil spill -- what the harms would be to them.  And so we


 5  need to do more baseline studies before the sale lease of


 6  193.  There needs to be more base study of our animals in


 7  the sea.


 8            And another thing that the Coast Guard, the


 9  Coast Guard ships, I already know that when they go out


10  here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how much


11  oil is in there, that there will only be -- I understand


12  there will only be one ship for containment of an oil


13  spill in case.


14            And Warren has a point about an oil spill that


15  the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the


16  outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill


17  so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster


18  and will have more people available.  And that's just


19  another way of generating jobs up here on the North Slope


20  is we all live off of the land and sea year-round, whether


21  it be berries, tutu, caribou, musk ox, polar bears, brown


22  bears, walrus, bowhead whales, beluga, all the sea animals


23  and land animals.  That would help protect our way of


24  life.  So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an


25  oil spill, we would like to have training.
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 1            And that's another reason why the sale of 193


 2  shouldn't happen because their response is going to be too


 3  slow, especially when you have a Coast Guard ship


 4  stationed almost 1,000 miles from where we are at right


 5  now.


 6            And since there is no scientific way of cleaning


 7  up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice


 8  conditions and the harsh environment out here in the


 9  Arctic Circle, if there is an oil spill that's going to


10  affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our


11  beluga, our walrus, even our sea birds that migrate out


12  here when springtime has arrived, and also fall time is


13  what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way


14  of life as we know it to this day.


15            And I feel that government is not capable of


16  replacing our way of life for the great dollar.  Right now


17  that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this


18  village.  We live off of welfare around here, and the


19  biggest job is the North Slope Borough, and that's about


20  20 percent of this village workforce.  And the rest of us


21  are on welfare.


22            I don't think sale 193 should happen until some


23  of these other issues are dealt with and more studies


24  being done just in case there is an oil spill and we have


25  to clean it up.  We feel like we shouldn't have to pay the
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 1  price for an oil spill and then end up living off of


 2  welfare because the oil spill has taken away our way of


 3  life out here in the ocean because we already know oil


 4  kills off and kills off on land.  It's going to kill off


 5  worse in the water.  And it's not just going to affect the


 6  state of Alaska Natives.  It's going to affect everybody


 7  up here in the Arctic Circle.  It's going to chart a chain


 8  reaction.


 9            Just like with global warming, it's already


10  starting a chain reaction.  It's just the State ain't


11  going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have


12  a change in environment up here because of global warming.


13  So I hope that the federal government listens to our


14  comments and takes into consideration that what we have to


15  say will help make these rules and regulations for the


16  offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal government


17  with the oil industry.


18            Our ecosystem out here is very sensitive to


19  pollutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise


20  activity.  We already know; knowledge already tells us and


21  our ancestors already told us, and we even see it


22  ourselves and we live the life.  We would be disturbing


23  our animals and changing our migration routes.  Warren has


24  a point there when he talks about the oil having an affect


25  on our animals.  He's right.  It will change the
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 1  migration, or we might not even be able to harvest our


 2  animals because of an oil spill.


 3            And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up


 4  an oil spill.  And we would very much like to see them


 5  have some kind of way of assuring us that in case there is


 6  an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oil


 7  spill.  And we don't want to lose our way of life because


 8  we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away


 9  our way of life.  We already know.  But we know we have to


10  try to balance things out and work with the federal


11  government and work with the Obama Administration so we


12  can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put


13  into effect so we could try to help our way of life and


14  sustain it the way we all come to an understanding.


15            So I oppose sale 193.  And thank you.


16                  MR. EARL KINGIK: Boy, I'd like to thank


17  Point Lay.  You guys say the same thing Point Hope says.


18  You guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said.  And you


19  guys say same thing -- I have been listening to this for


20  20 years.  Every time BOEMRE comes to our communities to


21  talk about offshore leases, Point Hope always say no.


22  It's been -- my father was against offshore activity, and


23  I'm strongly against offshore activity.


24            I had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it


25  happened, and I witnessed the government, the oil
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 1  companies not really doing anything to try to stop that


 2  spill at the Gulf.  I seen some birds that I haven't seen


 3  in a long time, and I seen some birds I will never see


 4  again, like what has happened with the Exxon Valdez oil


 5  spill.


 6            One good comment I heard tonight was Mr. Lampe.


 7  He wanted feedback.  He wanted BOEMRE to come back and


 8  explain about the comments that Salazar will be looking


 9  at.  So you see, Mr. Kendall, I think the Village of Point


10  Lay would like you to come back and explain about your


11  comment -- about their comments and how you are going to


12  submit it to Salazar.


13            Before October's decision, I'd like to take all


14  the tribal council members to Washington, D.C. when he's


15  going to make his decision.  And my goal is to pick up a


16  resolution from all the tribal villages about opposition


17  to offshore activity.


18            We all know in the past North Slope Borough has


19  been doing a lot of research in which our communities has


20  to have anything to say about.  Even though we have got a


21  North Slope Borough Wildlife Commission, our communities


22  always ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.


23  So we in the communities don't really trust the North


24  Slope Borough or the State of Alaska.  We trust ourselves


25  because our traditional knowledge is very strong, and we
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 1  carry on for years.  We don't write in the book.  Our


 2  ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by


 3  words.


 4            I thank you very much from the bottom of my


 5  heart about your comments.  It's very strong, make me feel


 6  real good that you guys are against offshore activity.


 7  I'm going to do a radio talk show at KBRW like I did at


 8  KOTZ, making my report what kind of meeting you had at


 9  Point Lay, what kind of meeting we had at Point Hope and


10  what kind of meeting we had at Kotzebue.  Hopefully I'll


11  be able to make it to Wainwright.


12            I haven't heard anything much about baseline


13  studies about our wildlife, but all I heard was oil spill.


14  Everywhere I go to, we talk about oil spill.  So you see,


15  I'll send a message to Salazar, Mr. Salazar, people of the


16  Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part


17  of the ecosystem in the Arctic, want to protect the


18  wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the


19  people for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our


20  cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our


21  people united, wildlife that would make our people work to


22  good and be stronger.


23            So you see, Mr. Salazar, we are in heavy


24  protection.  We need heavy protection from oil development


25  in the Arctic; not only oil development, but the
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 1  transportation routes coming from Europe going to Asia


 2  from the Northwest Passage.


 3            So thank you, Mr. Salazar, for accepting my


 4  request.  Thank you.


 5                  MS. JOANNE NEAKOK: I'll share this.


 6  JoAnne Neakok, for the record.  I just want to share that


 7  I'd like to support my grandchildren and my children and


 8  my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is


 9  decided for whatever they can use for energy, you know, I


10  really -- I really oppose offshore drilling myself.


11            But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.


12  And we are so spoiled, like someone mentioned here,


13  because we can just turn on a light switch and we don't


14  have to hang dry our clothes.  And we don't have to, you


15  know, walking for transportation, but I -- I really feel


16  that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we


17  are being attacked either way.


18            And I love going out to the ocean with my


19  husband.  We share a lot of good times out there.  Brings


20  us joy to our family when we bring home something from the


21  ocean.  And when the captains bring home a whale, it's a


22  happy occasion for the community.  It brings the community


23  together stronger, and we are able to work with each other


24  hand in hand.  And it's a blessing, the ocean.  It brings


25  life to everyone, you know.
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 1            For me it was scary to even ride out there on an


 2  18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or


 3  the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, I think


 4  about how mighty God is out there, controlling the waves.


 5  And you know, I say a prayer for anyone that goes out to


 6  hunt, that God will just bring them home safely.  I'm sure


 7  everyone does that in the community, not only myself and


 8  Willard or, you know, other families.


 9            And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry


10  about hunters out in the wintertime.  We are having to go


11  search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and look for


12  the person.  And that's, you know, gas, using gas.


13            But I wanted to say that sharing our food from


14  the ocean is always a blessing to bring people together,


15  and that's a strong, you know -- I think it's strong


16  enough to say that it pulls the families together.  But I


17  want to share from Genesis I, Verse 10.  "And God called


18  the dry and earth and the gathering together of the


19  waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good."  And


20  I -- I see it that way.  You know, it's a blessing.


21            Thank you.


22                  MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: My name is Willard


23  Neakok, for the record.  I have three more items that are


24  related to offshore drilling which I'm in opposition.  But


25  first, you know, a few people would look out the window.
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 1  Look at the sky.  Fifty years ago, for those that remember


 2  those days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky


 3  wasn't that light.  What is it?  Maybe powder blue.


 4            Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago,


 5  maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that.  If


 6  you look at the childhood pictures where your parents are


 7  taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute.  I want to take


 8  this picture.  And if you look in the background, look at


 9  the sky.  You know, for us, 50 years plus, look at our


10  childhood pictures.  Look at the sky.  You will see the


11  difference.  They were a lot bluer than that, all because


12  of emissions from fossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't


13  regulated, car engines that weren't tuned up.  And I'm


14  sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they look


15  outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day.  Fifty years


16  ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a lot more


17  bluer than what we see today.


18            Just think about it.  Even pictures back in the


19  days, you look at them, you will see the sky a lot more


20  bluer, more colorful, you know.  We are seeing a blue


21  planet from a satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet;


22  but then a lot of people don't think of looking up and


23  seeing blue sky no more.  I noticed that like maybe 20


24  years ago.  Our skies are changing.


25            Why is that?  And nowadays, learning from
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 1  emissions from fossil fuels unregulated, you know,


 2  emissions from all the different countries that we have.


 3            But three other things that I wanted to mention


 4  is the sound that your drill rig will make.  I'm going to


 5  use Kivalina as a subject.  Thirty years ago, you know,


 6  they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.


 7  Before then, you know, they had belugas, they had whales


 8  migrating through their ocean.


 9            And then they built that Red Dog port, and all


10  the noise coming from that port was affecting the


11  migration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.


12  Now they have to go 30 miles north just to try and harvest


13  belugas, bowheads.  They never had that problem before


14  sound start being emitted from the ships that are going in


15  to Red Dog port.


16            And if we have that up here, you know, right


17  where lease 193 is going to be, who knows what our


18  migration route is going to be for the bowheads or


19  belugas.


20            You know, sound travels quite a ways on the


21  water, a lot more further than on land.  Another thing


22  that's why I'm in opposition of offshore drilling.


23            Another thing is where sale 193 is, I had to ask


24  Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam.  I had to ask


25  him what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal.  And
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 1  right there on the north side of where they want to drill,


 2  the south side of it is where the current goes.  And on


 3  the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.


 4  They got clams, they got mussels; you know, whatever they


 5  need.  It's a small area, but that's where the walrus goes


 6  to feed.


 7            I learned that.  You know, I am a walrus


 8  commissioner.  And I just learned that just in February


 9  when we had a meeting with Shell Oil.  In fact, Shell Oil


10  and we had an Eskimo Walrus Commission meeting almost a


11  day apart from each other.  I learned where they wanted to


12  drill.  Next day I learned that is where the largest


13  concentration of clams and mussels and where the walrus


14  feed.


15            And if we have an oil spill, the current is


16  going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah


17  Shoal.  And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats


18  that, then, you know, they are doomed.  Where are you


19  going to go next?  That's another thing.  That's why I'm


20  in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.


21  It might be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the


22  hottest -- more important that the walrus has been using


23  for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.


24  Now they have to swim 60 plus miles just to come to land


25  and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go
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 1  feed.


 2            Losing one thing just because we want to gain


 3  another, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know,


 4  have lights, have gas to run around by boat, snowmachine,


 5  aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are


 6  in opposition.  We are trying to balance everything.


 7  That's why, you know, we say what I've heard here tonight,


 8  you know.  Let's deplete whatever is on land.  There is


 9  ANWR.  There is all different other places here in the --


10  or the Lower 48, I should say, that there might be


11  potential for oil.  Canada, even.


12            We are so dependent on trying to provide our own


13  United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know,


14  producing our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we


15  still order from, you know, other different countries.


16  And now we have a small version of, you know, oil


17  producing at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably,


18  what, 15 percent of the United States consuming oil.


19            That's another thing.  I like the idea of, you


20  know, renewable energy, you know.  We are in the 21st


21  century.  Why can't we produce something to -- that will


22  be renewable, something that we can use to run our


23  generators, run our snowmachines, run our boats?  We have


24  technology out there.


25            It's like Warren said, let's use that money to
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 1  try and find something that we can renew every -- even if


 2  we have -- you know, we have cell phones.  We have


 3  cameras.  We have, you know, renewable, rechargeable


 4  batteries.  Why can't we do something to substitute fossil


 5  fuels?


 6            Someday we are going to run out.  That's why we


 7  need the technology to recognize and figure out what we


 8  can use to renew our way that we are so used to.


 9            When we first came here, you know, we had to go


10  find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our homes.  We had


11  to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a


12  little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.


13  You know, we are accustomed to it.  It was introduced to


14  us.


15            Now, you know, with the technology we have


16  today, I'm sure that, you know, scientists -- you know,


17  somebody will come up with something that we can use


18  rather than it will be there forever.  Maybe someday our


19  skies will start turning darker blue than what we see now.


20            And I think the last thing I was going to talk


21  about was what are we going to do if -- if this


22  exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case


23  scenario of large oil spill.  We don't have the capability


24  of having staging areas for booms, for vessels.  Closest


25  one is, what, Kodiak.  Or Prudhoe Bay.  They have a small
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 1  one, but not enough to contain what may have happened like


 2  in Prince William Sound or the Gulf of Mexico.  Where are


 3  we going to stage it?


 4            I go out one day and start seeing big containers


 5  of boom, big, you know, boats out there.  We have like


 6  six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and


 7  every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of


 8  every summer.  We utilize almost every one of them.  You


 9  know, where are we going to -- might take four or five


10  days before we finally reach or they finally reach with


11  adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.


12            Sure, Shell said that they are going to have


13  boom close enough on their different ships.  They are


14  going to have boom.  But what if it's bigger than the


15  Exxon/Mobile [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big


16  as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico?  They don't have


17  enough containment booms to take care of the oil spill.


18  Where are we going to stay?  Take four or five days for,


19  you know, a ship to come up with enough containment.


20            I heard somebody say, what about the oil under


21  the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.


22  We have a lot of moving ice out there.  We have a lot of


23  underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on


24  the surface of the ice.  You know, who knows where it's


25  going to go?  Oil companies say, yes, we have the
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 1  technology on how to do it.  But how are they going to do


 2  it underneath the ice?  Oil is lighter than water, and it


 3  can travel with the current.


 4            That's why I said earlier, you know, all the


 5  other coastal villages on the west coast of Alaska are


 6  going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing,


 7  tar balls being washed ashore.  I heard about plankton,


 8  the micro-organisms.  It's going to domino effect to --


 9  from micro-organisms to the bowhead.  It will do that,


10  like I said again earlier, we lose everything.  We lose


11  our way of life.  Like what I heard from Sophie, we lose


12  our identity.  We lose our identity because we take care


13  of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us.  We need to


14  take care of the ocean.  If we lose that, you know, we


15  lose our identity.  We are going to have to live off the


16  land.


17            A lot of people -- we need different foods.  We


18  get tired of hamburger, pizza.  That gets monotonous.


19  Getting tired of this land-based food or McDonald's or


20  Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever.  It gets old.  We


21  need something different in our diet.  That's where the


22  ocean comes in.  If we lose our ocean, we lose everything.


23            And I hope that Mr. Salazar will hear our voice,


24  understand what is going to happen if we have an oil


25  spill.  I hope he understands that traditional knowledge
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 1  that has been passed on to us from generation to


 2  generation by word of mouth.  If he hears that, I hope,


 3  you know, he does not make this a reality because we are


 4  the ones that are going to lose.  We are the ones that are


 5  going to lose.  We are going to be going to the store.  We


 6  are going to be going inland.


 7            But yet, you know, we have currents that go up,


 8  or rivers from the ocean.  Can go at least maybe 15 miles


 9  inland before we, you know, when I first moved here, we


10  had to go inland to get fresh water.  Sometimes we had to


11  travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the


12  water, still a little salty.  We have to go further up.


13  You know, if we don't have containment booms, we have


14  currents that go inland from the ocean, it's going to


15  affect whatever animals that we have in land, too.  That's


16  a scary thought.


17            But those -- like I said when I first started


18  speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see


19  our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when


20  I'm talking about.  I just hope that Mr. Salazar will make


21  the right decision so we can pass the traditional


22  knowledge that has been passed on to us to our children,


23  our grandchildren, and hope they also pass their knowledge


24  that they learned from us to continue to do the things


25  that we have enjoyed here in the small village.  That way
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 1  they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you


 2  know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years


 3  and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.


 4            Change of diet, change of food.  Once in a while


 5  we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the land


 6  and off the ocean, you know.  That is what we use the


 7  most.  There is natural resources, the natural foods, that


 8  has been provided by -- we don't over harvest.  We


 9  don't -- waste anything.


10            So you know, I hope Mr. Salazar hears our


11  testimonies, not only from this village, but any other


12  villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are


13  talking about.  I hope that Mr. Salazar makes the right


14  decision.  Thank you.


15                  MS. SOPHIE HENRY: This is Sophie Henry


16  again.  Just to add on kind of what Willard was just


17  saying, but from my experience -- I moved up here nine


18  years ago.  And nine years ago when I came up here, there


19  was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.


20  We had to chase them off of the runway for the plane to


21  land.  I mean, it was overloaded with caribou.


22            And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coal


23  mine and they started having a helicopter, and traffic


24  went back and forth.  Well, that -- you know, that changed


25  the migration of the caribou, so that pretty much robbed
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 1  our community of harvesting those caribou.  Well, now,


 2  Washington or Shell Oil or whoever wants to, they want to


 3  drill out here in our ocean.


 4            Well, if they change the migration of our


 5  whales, all our mammals, you know, we might never get to


 6  hunt that again.  They may never come back up here.  We


 7  may never see them.  We may never -- we might not ever get


 8  to eat any of that food again.  So they are pretty much


 9  put in like a teetertotter.  Yeah, it's a good thing for


10  them to -- you know, for Alaska, I guess you should say,


11  to drill for the money, but they rob us of our food and


12  our way of life and our tradition, you know.


13            And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they


14  are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and


15  pray that they listen to the communities and, you know,


16  give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and


17  the way our ancestors lived.  And hopefully, you know, we


18  see the other side where we can, you know, continue to


19  live this way and not get robbed of our mammals.  You


20  know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition


21  and our way of life.  It would just be nice for once our


22  voices get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just,


23  you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would


24  be a lot better than offshore, I should say.  But that's


25  all.
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 1                  MR. WILLIAM TRACEY, JR.: William Tracey,


 2  Junior.  Inupiat name is Aqpaaqtuaq, named after my aaka,


 3  grandmother Dorcus Neakok.  I was born in Barrow, raised


 4  here in Point Lay all my life.  Went hunting.  I almost


 5  lived like a nomadic life when I was a kid with my


 6  grandparents.  We would travel up and down the coast by


 7  boat.  Warren Lampe could attest to this.  He was there


 8  for a lot of it, also.


 9            We traveled by boat.  We lived in a tent.  And


10  what we caught was our dinner, our lunch, our breakfast;


11  bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks,


12  eggs, fish.  And we would hunt these animals, get our


13  fill, come back here, put them in the cellar and do it all


14  over again, camping up and down the coast from Icy Cape to


15  Kutchiaq.


16            Wintertime we would continue that.  We would go


17  to land into it ice fishing and caribou hunting.  During


18  the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too


19  hot or too many mosquitoes to butcher the caribou.  We


20  would load the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and


21  find a piece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the


22  ice.  This would be June, July, all the way in August we


23  would have floating ice.  We don't see that too much


24  anymore.


25            Now, I grew up hunting beluga and walrus, and
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 1  noise pollution is a big thing when it comes to beluga.


 2  Learning from our mistakes, we banned the use of ATVs on


 3  the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise


 4  from the ATV will carry into the water and scare the


 5  beluga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to


 6  herd the beluga.  And we also banned any aircraft flying


 7  over the ocean or the lagoon during this time of the


 8  season because the noise of the plane will scare the


 9  beluga out and away.  So we have our president out with


10  Era Aviation to stay away from our hunting areas for


11  beluga.


12            I hear a lot of people saying the ocean and land


13  is like our garden.  I don't know how many people in the


14  U.S. have a garden anymore.  More and more people are used


15  to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway.  I like to look at it


16  this way:  The land is my Safeway, and the ocean is my


17  Sam's Club.  I get all my bulk foods from the ocean, and I


18  get my canned goods and baked goods from the land.  Just


19  another way to understand how we use our land and water.


20            People talk about the ocean getting polluted if


21  there is an oil spill, all the animals and vegetation in


22  the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the


23  waters surrounding the spill.  We see it on TV.  Every


24  time there is a spill, they are cleaning animals.  I don't


25  know how it would look if you see some people dressed up
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 1  in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a


 2  walrus, even caribou.


 3            If the lagoon got contaminated with oil, our


 4  whole entire Western Arctic herd uses our lagoon to get


 5  away from the heat and the mosquitoes.  You will see the


 6  entire herd sitting in the lagoon.  They will cross the


 7  lagoon and walk on the spit where there is less mosquitoes


 8  and more wind.  They will cross the inlets in whole herds.


 9  And I couldn't even imagine losing that whole herd of


10  caribou, a catastrophe like that would happen.


11            So thank you.  Good evening.


12                  MS. MARIE TRACEY: Hi.  This is Marie


13  Tracey again.  Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you


14  are listening -- and I'm sure you have listened to all of


15  us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it


16  may affect our life, our food chain.  And I would like you


17  to please be our hero.  We will be waiting for your


18  comment on what we have said from our little Native


19  Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government.  And I'm


20  so happy to be talking to you.  I sure wish you could talk


21  back to me right now, but be our hero.


22            Thank you for listening to us and sending these


23  people here to Point Lay.  They are getting bit by


24  mosquitoes, but I'm sure they don't mind.  Good evening.


25                  MR. ROBERT SUYDAM: Robert Suydam.  Folks
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 1  have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how


 2  important the ocean and the land is.  And so I'm not going


 3  to add much to that.  I don't think that's kind of the


 4  role for my voice, anyway.


 5            But I would like to say a couple more things


 6  specifically about the EIS and the ways that I think it --


 7  the agency should re-evaluate, redo the EIS between the


 8  draft stage here and the final stage.


 9            The first thing is lots of folks have talked


10  about the need for information and that there is more


11  information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.


12  However, it's also true that we need to use the


13  information that's at hand correctly.


14            And so, for an example, on page 106 under the


15  section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas


16  production, it says, gray whales, bowhead whales and


17  humpback whales have been shown to -- "that received


18  levels of impulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to


19  cause avoid avoidance behavior."  And this is just not


20  true.  The bowheads are actually much more sensitive to


21  sound.  And the available literature says they avoid


22  received levels of industrial sound oftentimes down to 120


23  dB.  So the statement here is misleading at best, and


24  please make sure that the right information is used to


25  evaluate what the potential impacts are from the
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 1  activities under the EIS.


 2            Mitigation measures, there is a section in here


 3  that's not very thorough, and it references back to the


 4  original 193 EIS.  And there are some things that have


 5  been said today that I would like to reemphasize that the


 6  agency needs to consider as mitigation measures.


 7            Zero discharge is one of them.  Shell has agreed


 8  to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't


 9  agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea.  And that


10  should be a standard mitigation for both areas.  Certainly


11  some discharge occurs early on in the topple, but muds and


12  cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those


13  types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean


14  because it's people's gardens or Sam's Clubs, or whatever


15  it might be.  So zero discharge is a best available


16  technology that Norway implements and should be


17  implemented here, as well.


18            Many times beluga hunters here in Point Lay in


19  the past have told me they don't want any industrial


20  activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or


21  until the beluga hunt has occurred.  So that should be a


22  standard mitigation to protect the beluga hunting here in


23  Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the belugas


24  themselves.


25            No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after


Page 95


 1  the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of


 2  July.  Folks have talked about walruses and seals hauling


 3  out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.


 4  Mitigation measures need to be in place to make sure that


 5  those walruses aren't disturbed, that stampedes aren't


 6  occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane


 7  traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas.  Lots


 8  of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea.  They need to be


 9  protected from oil spills especially, but also from


10  colliding with ships.  So the appropriate lighting needs


11  to be a standard mitigation measure in the EIS.


12            In the fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are


13  starting to hunt bowhead whales.  The ice in the


14  springtime isn't as good as it used to be.  So it's harder


15  for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring.  So


16  Wainwright is an example.  They hunted a bowhead last fall


17  for the first time in a long, long, long time.  Point Lay


18  has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.


19            So there needs to be a closing date or a window


20  when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in


21  order to allow for bowheads to be available to the


22  communities here for hunting.


23            Many people have talked about oil spills, and I


24  don't need to go into that too much more, although I would


25  like to add one thing.  The Deepwater Horizon incident
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 1  showed that oil companies aren't prepared to respond to a


 2  large oil spill, even though they say they are.  In


 3  reality, things just don't work the way they would like


 4  to.


 5            I think the same is true here for the Arctic.  I


 6  think if oil companies are allowed to drill -- or before


 7  they are allowed to drill, they should demonstrate their


 8  ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water


 9  seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered


10  season.  So more emphasis needs to be put on the ability


11  of companies to respond to an oil spill showing that they


12  can clean it up.


13            I'm pleased that BOEMRE decided to evaluate the


14  impacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  And


15  there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to


16  respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to


17  respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that


18  matter.  We don't know a lot about the surface -- water


19  circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's


20  really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or


21  the fate of spilled oil.  What beaches might it end up on?


22  And that information will help for deploying oil spill


23  cleanup equipment before an accident happens.


24            I know that your agency, Jim, is trying to


25  gather some of that information, but a lot more is needed
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 1  before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work


 2  out there.


 3            The issue of dispersants and how the dispersants


 4  themselves affect the animals, the plants and mammals in


 5  the ocean is needed.  And are dispersants actually better


 6  than just letting the oil be out there by itself?  These


 7  are really important questions that remain to be answered.


 8  And if people are going to dump dispersants on the oil but


 9  it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be


10  considered.  So we need more information before we try to


11  use things like dispersants.


12            And finally, I wanted to make a comments on


13  cumulative impacts.  The revised EIS has about 13 pages


14  related to cumulative impacts.  And unfortunately, that's


15  not sufficient, and unfortunately the cumulative impact


16  section doesn't even include evaluation of what a large


17  oil spill might -- how that might contribute to cumulative


18  impacts.


19            So even though the judge didn't tell you to


20  evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been evaluated


21  in the cumulative impact section, as well.  And I think


22  that should change between now and the final EIS.


23            That assessment, the cumulative impacts


24  assessment section, is also not sufficient because it


25  doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are
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 1  foreseeable, that are known.  There is oil and gas


 2  activities that are going on in both places.  I know that


 3  Russia has seismic shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this


 4  year.  Why isn't that considered in the EIS?  If I know


 5  it, certainly the federal government knows it.


 6            So please make sure that the cumulative impact


 7  section is comprehensive and does include all of the


 8  foreseeable activities that are occurring.  And those


 9  activities need to include areas where the animals that


10  occur here, where they go to.  And that includes Russian


11  waters and the Bering Sea.


12            And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in


13  Japan earlier this year, and a nuclear power plant has


14  leaked radiation, and we have received lots of calls


15  suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be


16  impacting the subsistence resources.  And so my suspicion


17  is that radioactive impacts to resources up here is


18  probably minimal, but I think it needs to be evaluated,


19  especially in the cumulative impacts section.  Monitoring


20  needs to occur, and that needs to be evaluated.


21            And then one final statement on monitoring


22  that's in the mitigation section.  There is a statement


23  that oil companies need to do resource-based monitoring.


24  They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.


25  And I think that the agency needs to require that the data
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 1  that the oil companies collect on environmental issues,


 2  not from what's happening in the drilling or what's


 3  happening -- or the data they get back from the seismic


 4  exploration, but the environmental data needs to be


 5  publicly available.  They are using a public resource, and


 6  all that information needs to be available for the public


 7  to evaluate, as well.


 8            Thank you again for hanging in here late into


 9  the evening and for taking comments from me and other


10  folks.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We are not done yet.


12  Don't go away.  Back here.  Anyone?


13                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: Before I go, I have one


14  more before I go.  Nathan Henry, again, before I leave.


15  Let's see.  I think that oil spill was in Louisiana


16  somewhere.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that --


17  nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill,


18  probably.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that there was


19  going to be an oil spill, I'm sure somebody would have


20  went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- I shouldn't


21  say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them.


22  I'm pretty sure that people would have went to the ocean


23  and got as much as sea life as they could possibly get and


24  store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.


25            And we don't know if there is going to be an oil
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 1  spill out there or not.  Should we go out there and


 2  slaughter the animals, the sea life before the oil does


 3  or -- we don't know.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good comment.  Thank


 5  you, Nathan.


 6                  MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Danny Pikok, for


 7  the record.  I heard a lot of good testimonies in just a


 8  short few hours.  And I just want to let everybody know


 9  that I keep hearing we, we, we.  And when I hear that word


10  we, we are talking about everybody, not just the Arctic.


11  We are talking about the United States, our nation.  And


12  just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up


13  here, it goes around the globe.  So if we have an oil


14  spill up here, it's not only going to affect us.  It's


15  going to affect wherever that current is going.


16            And I believe that, you know, God helps those


17  who helps themselves.  So help us help you.  Let's work


18  together.  We are united -- what's that word united means?


19  We are as one.  So let us be a stepping stone.  We are in


20  control.  This is our nation.  We work together, and by


21  saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in


22  control.


23            Just like I mentioned earlier, let's keep


24  drilling on land.  Let's deplete the oil on land before we


25  even consider drilling offshore.  You know, just take the
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 1  Gulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in


 2  the ocean as we speak.  And we have a spill out here, we


 3  are going to -- we are going to modify that spill.


 4            So I just want to let who is going to decide to


 5  lease that sale, I want to let them people know that, you


 6  know, it's not only going to affect the people of the


 7  Arctic; it's going to affect them, too.


 8            And I encourage to be against offshore drilling,


 9  especially up here in the Arctic.  In that way we may


10  encourage industries to look into conservation.  Conserve.


11  Quit making our motors eat gas.  Make them smaller.  We


12  are going the wrong direction.  Just like Willard was


13  mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our


14  fossil fuels.


15            There was another testimony about using natural


16  energy.  I believe that just by making this decision and


17  not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole


18  nation, everybody.  And I just want to let whoever is


19  going to decide to do the lease know that you are going to


20  affect not only us.  You are going to affect everybody;


21  the whole nation, the whole world.  And I just want to


22  see -- I don't want to see offshore drilling.  I don't


23  want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through.  And I want to


24  see conservation.  You are doing this nation a favor.  You


25  are going to help us learn to conserve.
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 1            I mean, take, for example, our Inupiat values:


 2  Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, helping each other.


 3  Just like one testimony, talk to farmers.  Don't shut them


 4  down.  By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil


 5  industries to drill where they want to drill.  Who is in


 6  control, fossil fuel hunters or the farmers?  We are all


 7  farmers here.  Native peoples in the Arctic, we are


 8  farmers.


 9            Just like one fellow mentioned, the ocean is our


10  garden.  You know, just look at it that way.  So we have


11  an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our


12  garden and it's going to ruin our nation.  We are -- we


13  the people, we are in control.  Who is in control?  We


14  are, not the oil industry.  So please do not drill


15  offshore.


16            And I hate to admit I am a former oil company


17  employee.  And I have seen directional drilling.  Take


18  that into consideration.  Keep the -- keep the rig on land


19  and let them direct their drill to the oil, not -- not put


20  ships in the water.  Take that into consideration.


21            Thank you.


22                  MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Delbert Rexford, for


23  the record.  I'd like to echo many of the concerns that


24  have happened.  I'd just like to add that when -- what's


25  your name, sir?
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 1                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Jim Kendall.


 2                  MR. DELBERT REXFORD: Jim, when you talk


 3  about 35 years of testimony, I had the privilege of being


 4  a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on


 5  over the years.  And one particular Elder was so


 6  frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since


 7  the discovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay.  He said --


 8  he told me to translate this.  (Inupiaq.)  It is time to


 9  kick those regulators and agency people in the butt.  I


10  couldn't find the heart to translate that.  But he said


11  translate it.


12            And this is the frustration of 35 years of


13  repeating our testimony, of repeating our concerns, of


14  repeating protecting our way of life.  And when you talk


15  about cumulative effects, you are not even considering the


16  fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin.


17  Cruise ships coming through Barrow, through Davis Strait


18  and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side,


19  estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian


20  side in the name of international trade and cargo


21  delivery.


22            All these cumulative effects are not even


23  included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease


24  Sale 193.  And the amount of sewage or debris that may be


25  disposed of into the sea.  And as Danny stated, all these
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 1  currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm


 2  Gulf stream or the Pacific stream, or the Bering Sea, the


 3  Arctic Ocean.


 4            Greenland is proposing to go offshore.  The U.S.


 5  Coast Guard has already identified hundreds and thousands


 6  of vessels over the years that will go through the


 7  Northwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering


 8  Straits in the name of trade and cargo.  Yet, Lease Sale


 9  193 is right on the migration path of the bowhead whale.


10            I don't know if you receive any of John Citta's


11  e-mails, but you should -- you should -- I think it's


12  right smack in the middle of it.  When we had our Barrow


13  whaling captain's association meeting, right there.  The


14  Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission opposed the offshore


15  development of Lease Sale 193 because of that very


16  concern; not only that, noise pollution.


17            University of Miami 20 years ago proved that a


18  marine mammal can hear 100 miles away.  And when -- when


19  then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nelson Lagoon, we had to


20  travel 80 miles to catch whales because of just the


21  generator running.  No exploration activity, no drilling.


22  Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson


23  Lagoon.  Eighty miles away we catch our whales.  And by


24  the time we took the whales into Barrow, they were


25  spoiled.
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 1            Is this what we can look forward to in the


 2  future?  Do we have to travel further to catch whales in


 3  the fall time and tow them in and the meat is no good by


 4  the time we get them to shore?  That's not what we want.


 5  What we want is from our country, from our nation.


 6            From Secretary Salazar what we want is the


 7  assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the


 8  ecosystem, the food chain will be all protected.  Willard


 9  so eloquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the


10  mussel beds on the shoal.  Critical habitat.


11            When then MMS decided to have the NPRA lease


12  sale -- this is shocking.  When they proposed to have the


13  NPRA northwest lease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon


14  from Wainwright all the way to Icy Cape was critical


15  habitat.  Oh, just a minute.  It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.


16  It goes all the way to Kutchiaq, 100 miles of it.


17            So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of


18  lagoon that is considered critical habitat in their


19  previous lease sales within NPRA?  Are they going to


20  determine the entire 100 miles of lagoon critical habitat?


21  That needs to be considered seriously.


22            A lot of things have been said, but they have


23  been said from the heart because of the concern for our


24  garden, our air, land and sea.  Unlike any other


25  industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.
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 1  But you take a look at the cumulative effects in Nuiqsut,


 2  surrounded by oil and gas industry.  The traditional land


 3  use areas haven't been impacted.  Now they go as far close


 4  to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were


 5  accustomed to harvesting within close proximity to


 6  Nuiqsut.


 7            Is this what we can look forward to in the event


 8  that Lease Sale 193 does occur?  Marine traffic increases,


 9  marine vessels increases, air traffic in the name of


10  helicopter or other support, airborne traffic increases.


11            BHP alone affected the caribou here in Point Lay


12  when they did a short little study.  That's common


13  knowledge in the community.  And these are concerns that


14  we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in


15  Wainwright, and elsewhere.


16            I do believe that as people, my fellow tribal


17  members as a tribal council member with the Inupiat


18  Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about


19  airborne pollutants, things that are emitted into the air.


20  And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, it's


21  cold and then so they drop into the water.  So they become


22  waterborne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of


23  the ocean.  Is this something that our future generations


24  will have to live with?


25            I think when you talk about cumulative effects,


Page 107


 1  you need to look at what the Coast Guard is saying as they


 2  work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are


 3  looking at Nome or other areas in Alaska for a deep port


 4  so that maritime vessels can even increase right through


 5  the migration, right through our ocean.


 6            These are cumulative effects that need to be


 7  weighed and considered; not just the lease sale itself,


 8  but all of these cumulative effects.  You are talking


 9  about increased emissions, carbon dioxide, carbon


10  monoxide, other pollutants into the atmosphere.


11            They have likened the Arctic to a canary in a


12  mine, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive.  And


13  this is a beluga harvesting community.  It's a whaling


14  community.  So when Salazar weighs these things, are we


15  another Amazon?  Are we another Indian tribe in the


16  statistic in the future?  Are we like our Native American


17  Indian brothers and sisters whose lands have been


18  exploited, whose lands have been taken in the name of


19  resource development?  Is this what we look forward to for


20  future generations?


21            Look at the cumulative effects.  We know that


22  Holland, Princess and all these cruise ships -- I don't


23  know how many people go into that cruise ship, but I'd


24  imagine 500.  I don't know.  But that's a lot of waste


25  that also goes into the waters.  And the United States is
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 1  working with Canada to make sure that those maritime


 2  routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our


 3  subsistence way of life, also.


 4            But I'd like to thank the community of Point


 5  Lay, you know.  I love to visit Point Lay because I get a


 6  chance to go beluga hunting, have some fresh muktuk, visit


 7  with family and friends.


 8            Just like Barrow.  I mean, Barrow is just right


 9  on -- right on the same route that this thing is going to


10  hit.  It's one current, three currents.  Going north,


11  going south, as Willard stated, currents underneath.


12  Because what we do during the whaling season is that we


13  drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice.  We go 10,


14  20 fathoms to see which way the current is coming and


15  going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.


16            It's not just the surface current that Robert


17  alluded to earlier.  It's also the current the undertow


18  that is there.  And if globs of oil go to that current,


19  how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean


20  it up?  We don't -- we don't hear any answers from the


21  industry.


22            But my late father worked hard to protect the


23  bowhead whale and make sure that we continue to harvest


24  the bowhead whale.  And I think for those of us that are


25  whalers, we continue to do so because it is our way of
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 1  life.  It is our tradition, our cultural heritage.  That


 2  is far richer than any cow or any chicken can be valued.


 3  Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products


 4  reap the benefits, but it's not the same.  There is no


 5  spirituality linked with it.


 6            Like when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whale,


 7  when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner


 8  satisfaction that you feel whole as a person.  It's not


 9  the same with hamburger.  It's not the same with chicken.


10            But thank you for coming.  I always feel at home


11  in Point Lay, and this is the most beautiful season of the


12  year.  You are here when something very beautiful happens.


13  And thank you for coming.  I do hope Salazar listens, that


14  it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the


15  interest of national security or national interest.


16            But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian


17  tribe, overwritten, discarded and homeless.  We don't want


18  to be that because this is our home.


19            Thank you.


20                  MS. MARJORIE PIKOK LONG: Hi.  My name is


21  Marjorie Pikok Long.  I agree with Delbert.  He said like


22  35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for


23  something.  That was 35 years ago that this is still going


24  on.  I was seven years old.  And now it's happening now.


25  I'm 42, and I have to speak for my kids because he
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 1  spoke -- his parents spoke for him.  I'm against the


 2  proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling.  He's


 3  right.  We can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know,


 4  animals like down states can do.  What we get is from the


 5  ocean.  It comes by itself naturally.  It's the nature of


 6  life.  We don't go and find it.  It comes to us.  And we


 7  need that.  It's like the beluga harvest is only once a


 8  year.


 9            And just that once a year it's a joyful thing


10  because we barter the food that we get from the beluga.


11  Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our


12  muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other


13  villages that got the whale.  But now that we've got the


14  quota to get the whale meat, now you guys want to go out


15  and go offshore drilling.  You guys might as well take


16  away our hunting for the whale.


17            And I don't want to see that because my boy,


18  he's 19.  He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is


19  about because it's being passed on not just from our


20  village, but people from other villages that do whale,


21  they come and help us to teach our kids and the villagers


22  how to get a whale.  And I hate to see that gone, too,


23  because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the


24  food they provide us.  They provided us with the food and


25  everything, not just our Elders use it for medicine.  Our
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 1  kids, they get sick, the medicine that we get from the


 2  clinic doesn't help.


 3            The oils, sometimes the mothers rub it on their


 4  kids' chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk,


 5  nuvuk.  I don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something


 6  that's, you know, something that's not good to have when


 7  you are sick.  And the oil that's used to help loosen up


 8  the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they


 9  feed them a teaspoon full of that, too.  And that helps


10  those kids get better because the medicine doesn't work at


11  the clinic.  And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's


12  hard to get medicine out here, too.  It's hard to get


13  anything out here to the Bush area.


14            It took two weeks just for a loaf of bread to


15  finally come to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks


16  sometimes just for hamburger meat to come to Point Lay.


17  We can't afford a $520 trip from here to Barrow to go from


18  here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our income


19  alone.  Sometimes our income alone doesn't make it through


20  the whole two weeks to buy our groceries.  We have to live


21  off the food that we have.


22            So our kids are not just being raised by the


23  weight of the -- how they are being raised right now with


24  the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but


25  they are also being taught with our culture.  So we're


Page 112


 1  still trying to adapt to their way and our way.  And it's


 2  not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different


 3  cultures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us


 4  grow up just being people and not to have to worry about


 5  food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to


 6  worry about buying gas.  You didn't have to buy a bullet.


 7  But now we have to adapt to this.


 8            You guys have given us all these privileges that


 9  you guys do, like the whaling.  We finally got a quota for


10  the whaling.  We had to fight for it.  I mean, our Elders


11  didn't have to do that then.  They went out and got a


12  whale.


13            And it's harder for us to see our kids have to


14  grow up this way.  I know for me it is.  I'm speaking for


15  my baby in my stomach right now.  I want my baby to grow


16  up to do what I did, to be able to eat what I'm eating and


17  not have to, you know, come to these kind of meetings to


18  be the voice.


19            You know, it should be stopped.  Just, you know,


20  stop it.  Somebody has got to stop it for us because we


21  may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the


22  power to stop it.  And I hope somebody out there steps up


23  to it, you know.  Listen to us.  This is our way of


24  living.  Thank you.


25                  MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE: Robert Lisbourne,
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 1  for the record.  We say no to offshore drilling.  We will


 2  continue to say no.  So if the government goes out and do


 3  this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing


 4  from us.  What would happen if I stole something from the


 5  government?  I go to jail, right?  We have no authority to


 6  do that to the government.


 7            So this is very serious.  It is our land.  We


 8  will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for


 9  thousands of years.  So I'm just saying if they go out


10  there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill,


11  there goes our food.  That's our land.  No more use for


12  our land.  It's stealing from us.  So thank you.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Anybody back here?  Is


14  it time for a break, a ten-minute break?  I see a couple


15  heads shake.  Why don't we take ten minutes, and if people


16  want to continue to talk we are going to stay.


17             (A break was taken.)


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  I think everybody


19  is in the room that's sitting down.  And we have gone


20  around the room twice, and we want to make sure no one


21  leaves feeling that they didn't have their say.  So


22  instead of going around the room again, I'm just going to


23  ask, who wants the microphone.


24                  MR. WILLARD NEAKOK: Thank you.  Willard


25  Neakok, for the record.  I'm not going to speak for the
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 1  lease 193 at this time, but I'm going to speak for another


 2  village, which is the village of Nuiqsut.  I know they are


 3  going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ocean.


 4  And they are surrounded by oil companies on land.  They


 5  have to go 30, 40, 50 miles just to go inland to go hunt


 6  caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep.  And now they are


 7  going to drill on their ocean.


 8            They are covered by three sides, east, west, and


 9  south.  And now I feel sorry for Nuiqsut for oil companies


10  closing their back door to their -- their ocean.  And if


11  that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqsut is going


12  to be surrounded completely.  They have to go further out


13  to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they


14  might get.


15            We care for each and every one of our villages.


16  When we hear somebody hurt, gets hurt in a different


17  village, you know, we -- we have our sympathy towards


18  them, their families, their friends.  And now their whole


19  village is going to be affected by closing their back door


20  and start having an oil company out there drilling.  And


21  they are a lot -- you know, the lease sale that's


22  happening over there is a lot closer than Lease Sale 193.


23            You might be able to see that oil rig, drill rig


24  out there, that ship, you know.  I just wanted to, you


25  know, let Mr. Salazar know that, you know, if they let
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 1  these lease sales happen, the exploratory drilling happen,


 2  they are just closing their back door to the Village of


 3  Nuiqsut.  Because I don't want to have this happen to them


 4  like what's happening now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill


 5  rigs all over the place.  And now you are going to have a


 6  rig out in the ocean.  Now they are going to have to go


 7  further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there might


 8  be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a


 9  month or so.


10            You know, that will cost the oil companies money


11  each and every day when they are not drilling.  But they


12  got to think of feeding the village for the passion that


13  we have of living off the ocean.  I hope that -- you know,


14  if anybody goes to Nuiqsut, I hope this is passed on to


15  them that another village cares for other people, other


16  villages here on the Slope.  We are all related somehow,


17  some way.  I have relatives in Nuiqsut.  I have relatives


18  in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage,


19  whether by family, extended family, by blood, by marriage.


20            You know, I just feel sorry if that goes


21  through.  And even over here, too, if lease 193 goes.  You


22  know, people make decisions in the Lower 48.  Like someone


23  said, they don't care what happens up here.  We care what


24  happens down there with all the storms, all the oil


25  spills, you know.  You know, it affects us, too,
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 1  spiritually, mentally.  I hope it doesn't happen to us,


 2  you know.  I would say that I'd hate to be those people


 3  going through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.


 4            I hope there is a lot of compassion out there to


 5  say I hope that, you know, the lease sale doesn't go


 6  through and it's been approved for oil to be explored,


 7  drilling because, you know, like I said, we care for each


 8  other.  We are supposed to care for each other.  You know,


 9  we send money to different parts of the world, you know,


10  in case a natural disaster happens or what like happened


11  in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince William Sound.  We


12  don't want it to happen to us.


13            And when I wrote my article for the newspaper,


14  you know, I don't want to see what could happen to our


15  animals, our way of living.  I don't want to see what


16  happened down there happen to us up here.  You know, we


17  have a lot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea.  We have


18  a lot of crabbing.  We have, you know, walrus, marine


19  mammals that are going to be affected, not only here on


20  the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia,


21  Greenland, Norway, currents that not only goes through the


22  Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, Chukotka,


23  all different countries if an oil spill like what happened


24  in the Gulf of Mexico.


25            But most of all, you know, if the other lease
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 1  sale in the Arctic Ocean happens, you know, the Village of


 2  Nuiqsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting


 3  a back door on them.  I don't want to see that happen.


 4  You know, I care for everybody here on this earth.


 5            So I'm grateful that folks came here and get our


 6  testimonies.  And hopefully Mr. Salazar, like I said,


 7  makes the right decision to where we can live our way of


 8  life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do,


 9  what we hunt and share.


10            If you look at all these pictures here on the


11  wall, you know, we have spirituality over here.  We have


12  togetherness on the other one.  And all these pictures


13  behind you, you can see the smiles on the children's


14  faces.  Over here, you know, we have old pictures,


15  '50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that


16  passed on their knowledge on how to take care of the


17  ocean.  We have a picture here of us whaling, not only us,


18  but different other villages along the coast, all up and


19  down the west coast of Alaska down to King Island.


20            You know, if we let the oil companies come and


21  drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it


22  affects those people down there, too.  You can see the


23  happiness in the kids.  If we take that away, if we let


24  somebody take that away, our heritage, our way of living,


25  our animals, we won't see those smiles.
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 1            We will be asking ourselves why -- maybe Mr.


 2  Salazar might say, why did I do this, why did I say yes to


 3  exploratory drilling.  Now look what happened.  They have


 4  no animals.  They can't hunt bowhead.  They can't hunt the


 5  beluga.  They can't harvest walrus, seals anymore because


 6  I said yes to exploratory drilling.


 7            Mr. Salazar has a lot of weight on his shoulders


 8  and, I hope he doesn't make it a lot heavier by saying yes


 9  to exploratory drilling.


10            Thank you.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Willard.


12  Anybody else?  I have an open mike.  I'm not going to go


13  around and bother everybody.  Is that you, Nathan?


14                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: Nathan Henry here


15  again.  Talking about the oil, maybe scientists should try


16  and do a little experiment, like putting oil underground


17  and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it


18  and see how long will the oil -- see if the oil will keep


19  it cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know,


20  compare like -- because I think if you take a million


21  gallons of oil underground out, it might warm up because


22  maybe the oil might be keeping the ground cool.


23            And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably


24  cause the ground to get warm, and there is a big gap -- I


25  think I said that one time.  There is a big gap when they
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 1  empty out the ground from the oil.  There is that big gap.


 2  What do they do?  Do they fill it in or leave it empty?


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It fills in.


 4                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: By itself?


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Usually with water or


 6  salt or something.


 7                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: But does that warm that


 8  area up?


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I don't know.


10                  MR. NATHAN HENRY: See, we don't know,


11  either.  And it would just be good if, like, scientists go


12  and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool


13  or the earth cool.  I don't know.  I just thought maybe


14  I'd say that.  Good evening.  Quyanaqpak.  Thank you.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I will learn some of the


16  words.  Anyone else?  I still have the mike here.  It's in


17  my hand.  It's still on.  The battery still works.


18                  MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Danny Pikok, for


19  the record.  Prime example is back in the early and


20  mid '40s, we had the government stage with radar sites all


21  up and down the coast of Alaska and who knows where else.


22  And modern technology, state-of-the-art technology, got


23  rid of those radars, and it cost the government more money


24  to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites.  All


25  the mess those radar sites caused.  And just like deja vu.
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 1  You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for


 2  oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so much


 3  just to clean up a fraction of that oil.  So I hope


 4  Mr. Salazar takes that into consideration.


 5            Just like Willard was saying he's got lots, lots


 6  on his shoulders.  And if that sale passes, it's going to


 7  get worse.  So I just hope and pray that he -- he makes


 8  the right decision.  And again, I'd like to see the oil


 9  industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider


10  drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic.  Thank you.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, sir.  Anyone


12  else?  Going once.  You found someone?  Going once?


13                  MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: Danny Pikok, for


14  the record.  Just to make one quick comment.  I know oil


15  means money, more funding, and that's great.  Just


16  drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean.  No


17  offshore, you know.  More oil, more money.  Let's -- less


18  oil, more [indiscernible].  So we need to learn to go back


19  to the old ways.  And if we keep going in the direction we


20  are now, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are


21  just messing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.


22  Let's go to natural energy.


23            Thank you.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Okay.


25  Anyone else?
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 1                  MR. LLOYD PIKOK: Good evening.  Lloyd


 2  Pikok.  And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on


 3  oil, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a


 4  population bigger than Point Lay and there is a population


 5  bigger than the North Slope, and their demand for oil is


 6  bigger than us wanting to stop it.  And I believe it's not


 7  if; it's going to be when they are going to start


 8  drilling.


 9            And what do you guys have planned for our


10  communities to benefit off of this?  You know, if -- the


11  way I feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the


12  point where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a


13  renewable resource to live off of.  And I feel like, you


14  know, you guys should have something in position for us,


15  you know, like the students and the people that are


16  learning here to give us something to learn so that we can


17  do it, because we know the environment more than --


18            You know, everybody has lived off the


19  environment for so long, and I feel that if you guys learn


20  and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give


21  everybody the proper training, that might end in a safer,


22  you know, conclusion than just coming into our backyard


23  and start drilling.  You guys should learn to train us and


24  give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are


25  going to do it and send people from up there.  And find a
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 1  way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are


 2  going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just


 3  give them that proposal of, you know --


 4            Because there are students and people around


 5  here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because


 6  they know the way their environment is and they know


 7  exactly how it works.  And I just want to know how you


 8  guys are going to make the communities that you are going


 9  to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to


10  make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this


11  oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just


12  going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are


13  going to take our land.


14            And the oil, if it were to come up and it were


15  to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to


16  stop it?  That's all I got to say.  Thanks.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And that's why we keep


18  going until everyone has a chance to speak.  Well said.


19  Thank you.  Anyone else?  Anyone wants to speak again?


20  Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak?  Good comments.


21                  MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.: This just comes to


22  my mind.  I have been thinking about it for a while, you


23  know.  The more oil we have, the price of oil goes down.


24  And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up.


25  And that could help this nation to, you know, start
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 1  conserving, conserve our oil, you know.  I mean, if I'm


 2  going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs me $12, I'm


 3  going to be real careful how I use that gas.


 4            Just take into consideration, Mr. Salazar.  More


 5  oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same.  Less


 6  oil, price goes up.  The more we conserve -- the more we


 7  help ourselves, the more we can help the planet.


 8            Thank you.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  It's Lloyd,


10  right?


11                  MR. LLOYD PIKOK: Lloyd Pikok again.  And


12  he's talking about conserving our oil, and I think it


13  would be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that


14  can conserve our oil, you know, to make your dollar go a


15  little bit further, you know.  Kind of invest in ways that


16  we use oil a whole lot less than when we did before for


17  those Toyo stoves and anything.


18            You build a better environment for the oil to


19  keep going and we will have more oil.  We will have more


20  sustainable oil because we know how to use it more


21  efficiently.  And I feel like if you guys are going to


22  come in and drill, you might as well find a way to use


23  this oil a whole lot more sustainable than just, you know,


24  burning up half of what you are going to get because I


25  know that when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34
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 1  pounds of carbon monoxide.  And that's -- you know, I was


 2  taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.


 3            And I mean, these houses run at like -- I don't


 4  even know how much, but it burns so much oil and that's


 5  what's causing us to, you know, look for more is because


 6  we are burning more of it.  What if we learn to conserve


 7  it in a way, you know, into our building, into our


 8  lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of


 9  that extra dollar.  You know, we run off that one gallon


10  of oil and we make it last as long as five, ten gallons.


11            And it would be nice to see if you guys invested


12  in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to


13  think about, you know, letting this happen.  And we would


14  be -- we would feel more, you know, safe.  That would


15  cause the thought of drilling oil a whole lot more.  We


16  wouldn't need to drill so much oil if we knew how to use


17  it if we knew the efficiency of how to produce it and then


18  how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just


19  burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine


20  it and conserve it.


21            And that's all I had to say.  Thanks.


22                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Lloyd.  Well


23  said.  Anyone else?


24                  MR. LEO FERREIRA, III: Leo Ferreira, III,


25  for the record.  I guess I have a small, little comment.
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 1  Just a crazy idea that I just thought of since I have been


 2  hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we


 3  hunt at and what we hunt because I already know -- I


 4  already have a feeling that the federal government, they


 5  will take our comments and use it to make stipulations and


 6  regulations for the gas and oil industry.


 7            And I just had a crazy idea that since they are


 8  going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if


 9  they do find oil -- and they probably might, but we don't


10  know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that


11  point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the


12  federal government should take into consideration because


13  every village is unique in their own way.  Kotzebue


14  depends on fish.  It's their yearly supply for


15  subsistence.  Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale.  And


16  Point Lay is unique to the beluga.  And Wainwright could


17  be bowhead and walrus and so forth.  So every village


18  lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle.  But we


19  all depend on the same animals.


20            So if we get to past the exploration and get to


21  development, I think the federal government should let the


22  outlying communities regulate and mandate their own


23  wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are


24  trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest


25  our sea animals from the ocean and from the land, that
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 1  these stipulations should be in place to help us protect


 2  our culture.


 3            And I hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good


 4  idea, I think, that we should get to regulate our own


 5  seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we


 6  can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a


 7  while so we can harvest our beluga.  I think these other


 8  villages might want to do other things like they might


 9  want a time frame to stop the activity so they can harvest


10  their whale when the whales are passing by on their


11  migration route.


12            That was just an idea.  Thank you.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Leo.  With


14  those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's


15  comment be the last comments?  Going once.  Going twice.


16  You want to get the last comment?


17            Good night.  Going three times.  Thank you very,


18  very much for hanging in there.  We had a good meeting.


19  Good comments.  And we will be back to share.  Thank you


20  very, very much.  Have a good night.


21             (Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m.)


22 


23 
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 1
  


 2                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Before we do anything
  


 4   else, I'd like to start off with a blessing.  And we are
  


 5   honored that Willard has agreed to give the blessing for
  


 6   us tonight.
  


 7              (Blessing offered by Willard Neakok.)
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much,
  


 9   Willard.  Well, good evening.  Welcome to the public
  


10   hearing for the Revised Draft Supplemental Environment
  


11   Environmental Impact Statement for 193.  That is a
  


12   mouthful.  I'm not going to give you all the details on
  


13   that because we are going to have a little bit of briefing
  


14   on that so that we can start everybody off at the same
  


15   point.
  


16             Now, who are we?  In the last couple of
  


17   meetings, we have had folks stop us almost halfway through
  


18   the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people
  


19   are.  Well, we are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


20   Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are a federal
  


21   agency bureau within the Department of Interior.  We are
  


22   the Feds.  We are not the oil and gas industry and we are
  


23   not a nongovernmental organization or an NGO.  Our job is
  


24   to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Outer
  


25   Continental Shelf.  We are unbiased.  That's our job, to
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 1   be unbiased.
  


 2             The whole point of this meeting is to get
  


 3   information from this community to help us make a certain
  


 4   document better because that document and the material
  


 5   that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker.  The
  


 6   decisionmaker is the Secretary of the Interior.  He will
  


 7   make the decision.  We don't make the decision.  We just
  


 8   package up the information that people have to give us.
  


 9             Now, my name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the regional
  


10   director for the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.  Carrying that
  


11   chair over there is Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our
  


12   community liaison.  He helps us make contact with the
  


13   communities to make sure your information gets into the
  


14   system.
  


15             Sitting down there is Sharon Warren.  Sharon is
  


16   the project manager for this.  She's the one that has to
  


17   make sure everything works and comes together.  Sitting
  


18   next to her is Michael Routhier.  Michael is the EIS
  


19   coordinator.  He takes all the pieces and puts it together
  


20   from the scientists.  And Scott Blackburn is over there.
  


21   He was taking names.  He is our technical expert and
  


22   technical editor.  His job to is to make sure all the
  


23   information we get from a lot of different people flows.
  


24             All right.  Now, the other person we brought
  


25   with us is extremely important.  And that's Mary Vavrik.
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 1   Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this
  


 2   information down.  And I am breaking one of the cardinal
  


 3   rules.  I'm talking too fast.  It's real important that
  


 4   Mary gets this down.  So whenever you speak, we are going
  


 5   to ask that you say your name, speak slowly and loud
  


 6   enough with the microphone that Mary can get it.  All
  


 7   right?
  


 8             Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to
  


 9   open it up for public comment.  And we are going to do it
  


10   a little bit differently.  After we ask if any of our
  


11   Elders would like to make comments or any of the elected
  


12   officials, we are going to keep going around the room.  We
  


13   are going to walk the mike around to every single person
  


14   in the room multiple times so everybody has a chance to
  


15   speak.  You can either pass or make a comment.  But it's
  


16   going to come around again, and you can speak again or
  


17   pass.  We are going to keep doing that until everybody in
  


18   the room feels like they have said everything they need to
  


19   say for us.  Okay.  We don't want anybody leaving this
  


20   room feeling that their voice was not heard.  Okay?
  


21             Now, with that, I'm going to quit talking, which
  


22   I'm real good at.  I never shut up.  And I'm going to pass
  


23   this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are
  


24   here.
  


25                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and thank
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 1   you for allowing us to come into your community and
  


 2   provide this information to you and to get the comments
  


 3   from you because it's very important.
  


 4             Why are we here today?  We're here because we
  


 5   have a specific document that's back on the table.  It's
  


 6   the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
  


 7   Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193.  And when was the
  


 8   lease sale?  The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.
  


 9   We did an environmental impact statement in 2007 prior to
  


10   conducting the sale.  There was six companies that bid on
  


11   the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas.  We
  


12   offered 29.3 million acres, and 2.8 million acres was
  


13   leased.  And that was in 2008.  And I know today is 2011.
  


14             So here is what happened.  Days before the lease
  


15   sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the lease sale.  They
  


16   alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EIS to the
  


17   Court did not address the potential environmental impacts
  


18   that was necessary for us to do under the National
  


19   Environmental Policy Act.
  


20             So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EIS
  


21   on most part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns,
  


22   and he wanted those concerns addressed.
  


23             The three issues he wanted to address was, he
  


24   said the agency failed to analyze the environmental
  


25   impacts of natural gas development, even though there was
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 1   industry interest in the natural gas and even though we,
  


 2   in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil companies
  


 3   that if they bid on the tract and issued and got a lease,
  


 4   that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the
  


 5   oil.  So the judge said you didn't look at the
  


 6   environmental impact of that part of the process.
  


 7             The judge also said that we failed to determine
  


 8   whether the missing information identified was relevant to
  


 9   the federal regulations.  Part of the litigation that we
  


10   are in, there was an exhibit that was submitted and there
  


11   was pages of quotations out of our document that we said
  


12   we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there
  


13   was unknowns.  So when we had that, there is a regulatory
  


14   process that you must go through to assess and determine.
  


15             The last one is that we failed to determine
  


16   whether the cost of obtaining the information was
  


17   exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown.  So the
  


18   Court told us that we needed to go back, that we couldn't
  


19   do anything more until we went back.
  


20             So what did we do in response to the court
  


21   order?  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact
  


22   statement to address the Court's concerns, and we came out
  


23   here on the draft SEIS back in November.  Some of you may
  


24   have been at that public hearing.  We came back to take a
  


25   look and get your comments on the document.  We did
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 1   receive over 150,000 comments.
  


 2             And I'll turn the mike over to Mike so he can
  


 3   tell you what happened next on this.
  


 4                   MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  So as Sharon was
  


 5   saying, we received over 150,000 comments on the draft
  


 6   SEIS we prepared.  And that's in addition to all the
  


 7   public testimony we received going around to all the
  


 8   villages and then down in Anchorage.  Many of the comments
  


 9   that we received asked the agency to analyze what would
  


10   happen if something went horribly wrong and there was a
  


11   very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.
  


12             As you all remember, this is coming on the heels
  


13   of the Deepwater Horizon event.  Everyone has seen those
  


14   images on TV.  It was and is of great concern to people.
  


15   We, as an agency, in reviewing the comments, considered
  


16   what can we do to address some of these concerns, and we
  


17   decided that the best thing to do would be to prepare an
  


18   analysis of the potential environmental effects of a very
  


19   large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.
  


20             Now, the term very large oil spill, what does
  


21   that mean?  Well, we have a great group of geologists in
  


22   our office, and we went to them and asked the question,
  


23   what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that
  


24   could possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.
  


25             And so they studied some data, and they
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 1   basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is
  


 2   the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.
  


 3   We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our
  


 4   wildlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality
  


 5   experts.  And they looked at the scenario and then wrote
  


 6   analysis on what the potential environmental effects could
  


 7   be from such an oil spill.
  


 8             It is important to remember that VLOS is a
  


 9   hypothetical event.  It's an extreme case.  It's an
  


10   extremely large spill.  And it's not -- it doesn't
  


11   represent any actual well that a company is proposing to
  


12   drill.  It's just something we are using in our NEPA
  


13   analysis to inform the decisionmaker of the gravity of
  


14   these concerns.
  


15             A very large oil spill, as I just described, is
  


16   actually a bit different than another term that you might
  


17   hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities
  


18   in general, that term being worst-case discharge.  I bet
  


19   some of you have probably heard that term.  Just as an
  


20   explanation, the term worst case discharge is a specific
  


21   term found in our regulations, and it's a required part of
  


22   an exploration plan.
  


23             Right now we are at the lease sale stage.  There
  


24   is a couple -- there is leases out there, and the
  


25   Secretary eventually has to decide whether he wants to


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







10


  
 1   reaffirm those or cancel some or cancel all those leases.
  


 2   We are at the lease sale stage.  If some leases were to be
  


 3   affirmed and if an oil company were to down the road
  


 4   submit an exploration plan, then that exploration plan
  


 5   would include a worst-case discharge.
  


 6             The worst-case discharge calculation includes a
  


 7   lot more information than the very large oil spill because
  


 8   there is a specific company that wants to drill a specific
  


 9   type of well in a specific location going out for a
  


10   specific type of oil.  So a lot of the variables are
  


11   known.  There is a lot more information known.  So the
  


12   numbers might be a little different.  This is just a
  


13   heads-up in case you see this other term come up.  And
  


14   it's the worst-case discharge that is used to inform the
  


15   oil spill response plan.
  


16             So in other words, when the company prepares and
  


17   stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they
  


18   will use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.
  


19                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  So what do we need
  


20   from you today?  We need to have your comments on the
  


21   Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
  


22   Statement.  As I said, we were here in November.  We took
  


23   your comments.  And we now have another document for you
  


24   to review.
  


25             We are looking for your comments.  We are using
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 1   regulations.gov, and the website is here.  We also have
  


 2   some handouts over there at the table on how you can
  


 3   access regulations.gov.  And then after the break -- yeah,
  


 4   at the break that we will probably take, you can come up
  


 5   and see the maps that we have up on the wall.  It shows
  


 6   what the -- what the area is that was the lease sale area.
  


 7   It shows what -- the alternatives, what was some of the
  


 8   areas that was looked at prior to the decision being made
  


 9   on this.  So again, this -- this is a decision that the
  


10   Secretary will be making.
  


11             So after this public hearing, what happens next?
  


12   What happens is we will take your comments that you
  


13   provided us, and we really need them because we really
  


14   need to make sure that the document and the way we portray
  


15   subsistence, the patterns, the migratory patterns, is the
  


16   correct information that we have before us.  And we will
  


17   take those comments that you provide to us.  We will take
  


18   the public testimony, transcripts that we also have.  We
  


19   will go through those to take a look at it to see where we
  


20   will make changes in the document.  And so that what we
  


21   will have is a final supplemental environmental impact
  


22   statement that will include the transcripts, will include
  


23   our response to comments that people have provided us, and
  


24   also you will know where in the document that changes were
  


25   made and how your comments were incorporated in the
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 1   document.
  


 2             Then what happens?  We are under a court
  


 3   deadline.  We have litigation.  Judge Beistline said,
  


 4   fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill.  It
  


 5   is beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he
  


 6   said at the time that we really didn't need to hold public
  


 7   hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to
  


 8   come out with this document again, back out to the
  


 9   communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the
  


10   correct information in the document for the very large oil
  


11   spill.  So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do
  


12   those things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary
  


13   decision by October 3rd.
  


14             And so for us to have a decision so that the
  


15   Secretary can make the decision by October 3rd, we will
  


16   finalize the supplemental EIS, and it will be in final
  


17   form sometime in early September because it has to be out
  


18   there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be
  


19   made.
  


20             Again, this is the lease sale.  Whether -- the
  


21   Secretary can either affirm the lease sale on how it was
  


22   conducted in 2008 and the leases that were issued; he can
  


23   modify it; he can cancel the leases.  He can -- everything
  


24   is on the table with this decision.
  


25             And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four
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 1   processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act:  The five-year
  


 2   program, the lease sale stage, the exploration stage, and
  


 3   the development and production stage.  So the decision
  


 4   that needs to be made, even though this document takes a
  


 5   look at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS,
  


 6   the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to
  


 7   go forward with the lease sale.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And when was the
  


 9   document made available to the public?
  


10                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  We brought this
  


11   document out to the public -- notification was on the 21st
  


12   of May.  And we did -- around that time we sent it out to
  


13   many of the stakeholders.  The document was sent out.  And
  


14   then when we went out to the public hearings, several
  


15   weeks prior to coming to the public hearings, we also sent
  


16   documents out to the communities so that the documents
  


17   would be here when we also came here.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And the comment period
  


19   ends, again?
  


20                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  The comment
  


21   period is July 11th, and we are using regulations.gov.  So
  


22   please provide your comments by July 11th.  If you have
  


23   got any questions, like I said, there is a handout on how
  


24   to do that.  On the last page of the handout there is a
  


25   telephone number to contact if you have any questions on
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 1   how to navigate through regulations.gov, and we will be
  


 2   more than happy to have somebody walk you through it from
  


 3   the office.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Just
  


 5   before I forget, we do have an interpreter.  What happened
  


 6   to James?  James is there.  He's offered to interpret for
  


 7   us if we need to.  So please, if any of you feel that you
  


 8   want to use the interpreter, James, just tell us.
  


 9             Now, the next part of this is I'm adamant that
  


10   everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says
  


11   exactly what they are thinking.  And we will stay here as
  


12   long as we need to.  This is really, really important.  We
  


13   are not the decisionmaker, but we have to take the
  


14   information to the decisionmaker.  And so when we send
  


15   this package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be
  


16   able to say we went to everybody we could possibly go to
  


17   to get the information for you to base your decision.
  


18             And so that's what's before us tonight.  And if
  


19   you feel you want to think about it, that's fine.  We have
  


20   till July 11th.  The document is back there.  We have got
  


21   CDs.  It's on the Web.  There is time to look at it and
  


22   give us your comment to improve it.
  


23             Now we're going to open it up to public comment,
  


24   and we are not, of course, members of the community here,
  


25   so I don't know all the Elders.  So I would like, first of


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







15


  
 1   all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there
  


 2   are any community Elders that would like to start us off.
  


 3   Would anyone like to volunteer?
  


 4                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I'm not an Elder, but
  


 5   I've got a question.  Robert Suydam.  Typically in public
  


 6   hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.
  


 7   Is that how this is going to be run tonight?  Are you just
  


 8   taking comments, or will you answer questions?
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, we want to get as
  


10   much from the community as we can.  And we want to be
  


11   careful.  I mean, we could answer some very basic
  


12   questions, but the fear is if we get too much into a
  


13   dialogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden
  


14   there is people around the room who don't have a chance.
  


15   So simple questions, yes, I think we can answer, but we
  


16   have got to keep it going.  And there is always time --
  


17   you can call us on the phone.  You can send us other
  


18   questions.  But the important thing here is everybody has
  


19   a chance.
  


20             So the answer to your question is halfway.  We
  


21   just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of
  


22   people and other folks are sitting there wondering when do
  


23   I get to say my piece.  So a little respect for everybody.
  


24   Bill.
  


25                   MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  I have a question.  I
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 1   didn't catch the beginning part.  Are you guys -- like,
  


 2   what's your situation?  Are you for oil, in the middle, or
  


 3   you oppose it?
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that
  


 5   question.  Okay.  That same question was asked before at
  


 6   another meeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at
  


 7   the very beginning.  We represent the Department of
  


 8   Interior.  We are part of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


 9   Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, and we are
  


10   the regulators.  Okay.  We are not for oil and gas.  We
  


11   are not against oil and gas.  The mission we have is to
  


12   make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is
  


13   the Secretary of Interior.  Okay.  So I mean, my job -- if
  


14   someone asks me, I don't have an opinion.  My job is to
  


15   get your opinions and your information to the top.
  


16                   MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Willard Neakok, for
  


17   the record.  Is this the only -- I mean, you say a lot of
  


18   different other villages.  Is it just for the outlying
  


19   coastal villages that you are getting testimony from, or
  


20   is it the whole state of Alaska?
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Basically the whole
  


22   state of Alaska and anybody else who wants to comment.  So
  


23   far now, we have gotten comments from Florida about this.
  


24   So it's open to the entire country and anybody else.  I
  


25   think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual
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 1   visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:
  


 2   Point Lay, Point Hope, Wainwright, Barrow, Kotzebue.  We
  


 3   had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tomorrow
  


 4   night in Anchorage.  We can't visit every place, but we
  


 5   need to visit places like Point Lay.
  


 6                   MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Again, before we open it
  


 8   up generally, are there any Elders that would like to
  


 9   speak first?  This is really important.  And the reason
  


10   why I like to push that is that I'm a big believer in
  


11   traditional knowledge or traditional science, if you want
  


12   to call it that.  And my staff and I are working as hard
  


13   as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects
  


14   of nature and observation and science in the document, as
  


15   well.  So are there any Elders that would like to speak
  


16   before we start?  Any elected officials, like maybe the
  


17   mayor?  Okay.
  


18             In that case, then, let's start the process.
  


19   And it gets kind of fun.  What side should I start on, or
  


20   should I start in the middle?  I'm going to start with
  


21   you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.
  


22                   MR. EARL KINGIK:  (Inupiaq.)  My name is
  


23   Earl Kingik.  I come from Point Hope.  I'm a whaler.  I
  


24   belong to a clan called Qagmagtuuq.  I work for an
  


25   organization called Alaska Wilderness League.  We have


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







18


  
 1   been doing this for a long time.  Native Village of Point
  


 2   Hope took the government, took our own government to
  


 3   court, and you see what we come up with.  This is what we
  


 4   want to hear.
  


 5             I am here to listen to you guys.  I'm not here
  


 6   to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you
  


 7   guys are saying.  And that way, whenever I go to different
  


 8   villages, we will do it better.  And hopefully we will
  


 9   have Dr. Kendall give all the comments to everybody.
  


10             We had over 60 people in Point Hope.  To my
  


11   feeling, 100 percent was against offshore activity due to
  


12   oil spill and other issues that's in front of them.  Our
  


13   people even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANWR so
  


14   they would stay away from our ocean we love the most, the
  


15   garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and
  


16   everything that's been going on for thousands of years.
  


17             It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to
  


18   you guys.  This is your chance, and we want to hear and I
  


19   want to hear from you guys, too.  That will make my work a
  


20   little easier.  Like somebody said, who all is going to be
  


21   giving comments.
  


22             I went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tribal
  


23   organizations.  They passed a resolution opposing offshore
  


24   activities.  I went to National Council of American
  


25   Indians.  I asked for their assistance in protecting our
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 1   ocean due to the fast movement of the Bush era.  The Bush
  


 2   era gave us a big headache.  Now we are going to have to
  


 3   kind of slow them down, and time-out is called upon them.
  


 4             So this is your chance to open your heart to the
  


 5   garden you love the most, the garden that provides unity,
  


 6   The garden that provides cultural activities throughout
  


 7   the whole community because we are part of the ecosystem
  


 8   here.  The ecosystem shouldn't be messed around with.
  


 9             Thank you.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you have the floor.
  


11                   MR. JULIUS REXFORD, SR.:  My name is
  


12   Julius Rexford, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain for the
  


13   Village of Point Lay.  I also sit on AEWC as a
  


14   commissioner, and I sit on -- I sat on the North Slope
  


15   Borough Wildlife Committee for about five or six years.
  


16   And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like
  


17   it's not going to happen, the opening of our Outer
  


18   Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about
  


19   stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and
  


20   to the BOEMRE staff and personnel.
  


21             That 60-mile buffer zone is something that needs
  


22   to be there.  I know that these ships will be using low --
  


23   the lowest grade fuel to get out there and run their
  


24   operations.  We need to put in stipulations on having them
  


25   use ultra low sulfur fuels to burn in their ships and
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 1   their rigs and all their little vessels.
  


 2             And another one is there should not be more than
  


 3   one drilling operation at any time, not more than one.
  


 4   And another one is the mud tailings that they will be
  


 5   putting out into our ocean should not be discharged.  Zero
  


 6   discharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into
  


 7   our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.
  


 8             And I'll probably talk about more later on.  And
  


 9   I'll pass the mike on.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


11                   MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  For the record,
  


12   Willard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter,
  


13   alternate planning department for the North Slope Borough.
  


14   I am in opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore
  


15   drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier,
  


16   you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we
  


17   lose everything in our ocean:  Plankton, fish, seals,
  


18   whales, walrus, whatever marine mammal that is out there
  


19   because we live off of those animals.  It keeps us warm
  


20   during the winter.  You know, we -- we do not waste any of
  


21   that food that we get from out there.
  


22             You know, I wrote a comment -- I wrote a letter
  


23   in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, I
  


24   got a lot of feedback from a lot of different people
  


25   saying that, you know, I'm not, you know -- that I'm not,
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 1   you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep
  


 2   our homes going, cars and everything.  I never even
  


 3   mentioned about that.  I know we need the fuel.  I know we
  


 4   need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our
  


 5   lives.
  


 6             And, you know, what can we do on land first
  


 7   before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean
  


 8   currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea.  And it's
  


 9   going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there
  


10   if we have a very large oil spill.
  


11             You know, Prince William Sound is still trying
  


12   to recuperate.  But if you dig down a foot deep in certain
  


13   areas, you will still find oil.  And what happened in Gulf
  


14   of Mexico, how many millions of gallons was, you know,
  


15   pouring out into the ocean?  Took them four months to
  


16   finally cap that thing off, or close to four months.  You
  


17   know, if we have it here, we lose our wildlife, our
  


18   culture of hunting, whaling, fishing.  We lose everything.
  


19   That's scary.
  


20             I want my kids, my grandkids -- like I stated,
  


21   you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, I want them to
  


22   enjoy what I have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in
  


23   Point Lay.  I want them to taste the food that I have
  


24   tasted, I have hunted, I have given out, I have shared.  I
  


25   want my grandkids and possibly my great-grandkids, too, to
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 1   enjoy the things that I have enjoyed because if we have a
  


 2   very large oil spill, you know, we lose everything.
  


 3             The whales live off the krill.  And those are
  


 4   little, tiny creatures.  If we lose those, we lose the
  


 5   whale.  We have beluga.  We have fish.  The belugas eat
  


 6   the fish.  The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so
  


 7   forth all the way down to the planktons, micro-organisms.
  


 8   We have wildlife.  We have seabirds comes from as far as
  


 9   Argentina, South Pole coming up this way to migrate to
  


10   be -- you know, repopulate.  And we lose those, too.  But
  


11   mainly, you know, from the ocean.  If we have a large oil
  


12   spill, we lose everything, our way of life.
  


13             And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go
  


14   to our local store to try and substitute the food that we
  


15   have hunted for generations, from generation to generation
  


16   that was passed down by word of mouth.  No documented
  


17   things like that on the board on how we do things.
  


18             Our Elders taught us how to hunt, how to take
  


19   care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the
  


20   land.  We have a wonderful state.  We have a wonderful
  


21   village.  We have a wonderful way of life.
  


22             If we lose our ocean, you know -- I don't know
  


23   how many times I might have to say this -- but we lose
  


24   everything.  And if we start -- you know, the way that
  


25   global warming is going, pretty soon we are going to have
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 1   ships coming from Atlantic Ocean coming this way.  They
  


 2   will be using that Northwest Passage.  What about them,
  


 3   that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils?  And
  


 4   what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a
  


 5   coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or
  


 6   so.  Just like what we see down there in the Lower 48, go
  


 7   all over the world, we have ships.  If we go up north or
  


 8   down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.
  


 9             You know, that's a scary thought.  I don't want
  


10   my grandkids or great-grandkids or even my kids to see the
  


11   devastation that we might have if we say go ahead and
  


12   drill.  Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves,
  


13   why did you guys say yes for them to go and drill?  Now
  


14   our ocean doesn't have any life in it.
  


15             We have currents that, like I said, every
  


16   coastal village and here on the west side of Alaska is
  


17   going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario
  


18   have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico.  We'll
  


19   have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to
  


20   shore.  That's an ugly sight to see all those people in
  


21   Florida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up.  Do we
  


22   want that?  I know I sure don't.  Even my great-grandkids
  


23   might even see tar balls keep washing ashore.  We will
  


24   start smelling the oil like in Prince William Sound.  Walk
  


25   around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the
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 1   ground.  And that's a scary thing to think about.  But the
  


 2   most scariest part is we lose everything.
  


 3             I love the way I have lived before, hunting,
  


 4   fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has
  


 5   provided for us Inupiats.  We are all up and down the
  


 6   Alaska coastline.  I'm grateful that hopefully, you know,
  


 7   our Secretary of Interior will listen, understand what I
  


 8   want to see in the future:  Clean ocean, our wildlife
  


 9   still out there.
  


10             I know that global warming is making our ice
  


11   thinner and thinner, thinner every year.  Pretty soon we
  


12   might not even have a North Pole.  All it will be is just
  


13   magnetic north, no ice.
  


14             A lot of things are happening globally, and we
  


15   see it up here first.  We see things that are going on at
  


16   Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills,
  


17   devastation of animals.  Might bounce back another 50 or
  


18   60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the
  


19   store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food
  


20   that we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the
  


21   ocean, our garden.  It's scary, real scary.  I want my
  


22   grandkids to, you know, enjoy the foods that I have
  


23   enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing,
  


24   subsisting the way I have enjoyed it.
  


25             I better pass the microphone on.  I get carried
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 1   away because I don't want to see offshore drilling.  We
  


 2   see oil companies say zero discharge, zero discharge.
  


 3   Looks good on paper.  Looks good when they talk to us but,
  


 4   you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human
  


 5   error.  And that's their way of saying zero discharge,
  


 6   still having oil spill.
  


 7             I'm grateful that, you know, hopefully our voice
  


 8   will be heard.  Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of
  


 9   Interior will think about the statements that are going on
  


10   right now, testimonies throughout Alaska or throughout the
  


11   world regarding the Outer Continental Shelf plans to drill
  


12   in the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ocean.
  


13             So I'm glad that you folks are here.  And I'll
  


14   pass it on.  Thank you.
  


15                   MR. WILLARD L. NEAKOK:  How do I follow
  


16   that?  I'm in the same position as my dad.  First of all,
  


17   my name is Willard Neakok, and I have no see -- no
  


18   representative.  I represent nobody.  I just wanted to
  


19   represent the Village of Point Lay.  Our people are
  


20   fighting people, and we have had to fight for our land.
  


21   We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are
  


22   fighting for our ocean.  So why stop now?
  


23             I mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like my
  


24   dad said, we love the food.  We love doing all that.  And
  


25   I may -- I'm one of the leaders -- drum leaders for our
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 1   community, and I love it.  I love it with a passion.  And
  


 2   you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for
  


 3   successful hunting and celebrate life.  And so I am in no
  


 4   position supporting offshore drilling.
  


 5                   MS. MARIE TRACEY:  I'm Marie Tracey from
  


 6   the Native Village of Point Lay.  I work for our mayor's
  


 7   office as a communications liaison for the Native Village
  


 8   of Point Lay, and I'm a volunteer fire fighter and a
  


 9   volunteer ambulance crew member, and I'm a coordinator for
  


10   the volunteer search and rescue group, and I'm the ASTAC
  


11   director.  I'm a mother.  I'm a grandmother.  I'm not
  


12   supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wish that they
  


13   would try and drill onshore before they try to drill
  


14   offshore.
  


15             And with that global warming that we have been
  


16   witnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of
  


17   walruses off our beach.  I was born in the old site on the
  


18   sand spit across there.  And about one mile north of the
  


19   village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at least ten
  


20   miles up the beach was loaded with walruses.  And then
  


21   when you look out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands
  


22   and thousands out there.  And if you see our walrus
  


23   picture, the walruses, when they come on land, they are
  


24   right next to each other, real crowded and everything.
  


25   And that's how they were coming up on the beach.
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 1             And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach,
  


 2   they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with more
  


 3   walruses coming up on the sandy beach, just really
  


 4   crowded.  And you could hear them.  And when you look out
  


 5   in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you
  


 6   would see nothing but like brown spots, brown lines at the
  


 7   distance, there is so many walruses out there.
  


 8             If there is a stampede, then you could hear
  


 9   their mourning, their loss of a loved one.  It's really
  


10   sad to hear.  And but when they came in, they were so loud
  


11   that the next morning I was talking with my cousin.  She
  


12   said, boy, I couldn't sleep last night.  My neighbors just
  


13   like they were quarreling all night.  I couldn't sleep.  I
  


14   told her those were the walruses out there making noises.
  


15   She said, oh, my, I thought they were my neighbors.
  


16             Anyway, but -- and then we have our beluga
  


17   harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.
  


18   We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here.  He comes to
  


19   tag our beluga, and then when he tags them, he set them
  


20   free, and then they would monitor them because they would
  


21   have satellite tags on them.  And then when he gets
  


22   information, he would give it to us, and we would see
  


23   where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.
  


24   And it's amazing to see where they go because we have
  


25   never had this information before.  And since Robert
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 1   Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of
  


 2   information about beluga.  And they take samples.
  


 3             And now we have a loon study going on.  Daniel
  


 4   Rizzola from UAF Fairbanks has been coming here for three
  


 5   years to tag the loons, and he would also send us
  


 6   information.  It's amazing where these birds and where
  


 7   these mammals go.  And I would like to keep this going
  


 8   because we are getting a wealth of information from these
  


 9   people that come in to our village.
  


10             And Robert Suydam is getting old with us, too.
  


11   And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.
  


12   But I would -- I would discourage drilling in our ocean
  


13   because we have hardly had any caribou around our village
  


14   and that moves our meal from, like, caribou meat which I
  


15   grew up with as a main course of our meals, like
  


16   dinnertime and even lunch.
  


17             And especially, too, when our young ones go out
  


18   hunting or else we have searches like during the winter,
  


19   we would have some food for them, you know, like dried
  


20   meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food
  


21   out there when they go out.  And sometimes we search for
  


22   days, and it's miles and miles of travel looking for
  


23   people and hoping to take them home alive.  It's just so
  


24   hard for us up here, but we love our food.
  


25             We would like to ask our Secretary of State
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 1   [sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep
  


 2   our way of life, please.  This global warming is really
  


 3   hard on our walruses because they have to leave their
  


 4   young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they
  


 5   feed, and then they would have to come back to their young
  


 6   ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.
  


 7             Anyway, I'll pass this on to Mrs. Suydam until
  


 8   the next round.  Thank you.
  


 9                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Good evening.  My name
  


10   is Robert Suydam.  I'm a wildlife biologist with the North
  


11   Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management.  I've
  


12   lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay
  


13   is kind of my second home and the folks here are my second
  


14   family, that we have been working together a long time to
  


15   learn more about belugas.
  


16             And Marie, thank you for the nice things that
  


17   you have said but, you know, much of the credit goes to
  


18   the community and the hunters here for helping all of the
  


19   scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room
  


20   and others not here -- for the successes.
  


21             I'd also like to say thanks to Jim and the rest
  


22   of the BOEMRE crew, BUMMER [pronunciation] crew, whatever
  


23   it is.  Thanks for coming to Point Lay and thanks for
  


24   coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the
  


25   residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask
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 1   them about what they think about this EIS.  Several people
  


 2   have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary
  


 3   Salazar actually listens to people here that are more
  


 4   directly affected by the actions associated with this EIS
  


 5   than most other people in the country.  So because they
  


 6   are -- the risk is greater for folks here -- the benefits
  


 7   aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the
  


 8   opinions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater
  


 9   weight.  And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely
  


10   to the things that people say here.
  


11             Jim, I'd also like to say congratulations to you
  


12   for your appointment as the state director.  I think you
  


13   are a good addition to Alaska and the agency here.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


15                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  So welcome.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thanks, Robert.
  


17                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I have a few things to
  


18   say, and maybe I'll say just a couple of them now to start
  


19   with.  And maybe I'll start with something that Marie was
  


20   talking about, which was science and the need for
  


21   information.  And I know that part of your revised
  


22   supplemental EIS was about identifying information that
  


23   was needed and how much it cost.
  


24             And I haven't had a chance to review that
  


25   section of the EIS yet, but I think it's really important
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 1   to highlight the need for information and using that
  


 2   information to make decisions that I have been surprised
  


 3   to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico
  


 4   and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limited ability
  


 5   of agencies to understand potential impacts or assess
  


 6   impacts, especially to marine mammal populations.
  


 7             There is so little information known about the
  


 8   population size or status or health of those marine
  


 9   mammals that being able to assess what the impacts were is
  


10   very restricted, very limited.  And so I think we are in a
  


11   little bit better position up here that we know a lot
  


12   about belugas, we know a lot about bowheads and walruses
  


13   and other things, but there is still very limited
  


14   information.
  


15             And so encouraging the agency not just to
  


16   evaluate what information is missing, but also make --
  


17   continue to make efforts -- I know you have made great
  


18   efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or
  


19   ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please
  


20   keep doing that.  Keep funding studies.  Keep funding
  


21   studies to document traditional knowledge.  You know that
  


22   many of the people in this room know more about the
  


23   environment than any scientist or manager.  So your
  


24   identification of traditional knowledge as being key in
  


25   making decisions I think is really valid.  And I hope the
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 1   agency is able to continue to do that.
  


 2             As you evaluate comments on your EIS, please
  


 3   first take a look at the data gap analysis that USGS
  


 4   recently did.  And I think that's a pretty extensive
  


 5   document, and it may be difficult and challenging for the
  


 6   agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but I think it's
  


 7   really important.  It's available information about data
  


 8   gaps, and please use that to make your EIS here more
  


 9   complete.
  


10             So again, just emphasizing the need to use
  


11   information to make decisions, I think that's really,
  


12   really important.  But I think there are some other things
  


13   that are also important.
  


14             In the document you talk about thresholds and
  


15   when a threshold is reached, that then the impact becomes
  


16   significant.  On page 75, I think it is here, of the
  


17   document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on
  


18   subsistence harvest patterns occurs when one or more of
  


19   subsistence resources become unavailable for a period of
  


20   one to two years."
  


21             So essentially the way I read that is that you
  


22   are telling Point Lay and Wainwright and Barrow that if
  


23   the actions that result from this EIS could make
  


24   subsistence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it
  


25   was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







33


  
 1   more than that it would be.  And I think that's
  


 2   inappropriate.
  


 3             I think that if the actions resulting from this
  


 4   EIS cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two
  


 5   months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate.  And
  


 6   so in this document, previous EISs and future EISs, I
  


 7   think you need to change the thresholds that you use for
  


 8   evaluating significant impacts, that the culture, the
  


 9   people that live in these communities rely on subsistence
  


10   resources.  The unique culture that is here is incredibly
  


11   valuable, and saying that it won't be a significant impact
  


12   unless belugas or bowheads aren't available for two years
  


13   is just not right and something -- the agency should
  


14   approach things differently than that and revise this EIS
  


15   and make sure that future EISs are done differently.
  


16             I'll pass the mike on for now.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Robert.  It's
  


18   great to be in Alaska.  My wife is packing up the house in
  


19   Virginia right now.
  


20             We are going to go around this way now and work
  


21   our way back.  Okay?  I have a nice group of people here
  


22   in a circle.  Would anyone like to take the mike?
  


23                   MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Thank you.  And
  


24   thank you for coming to Point Lay and helping our way of
  


25   life.  And for the record, my name is Danny Pikok, Junior.
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 1   And I am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity
  


 2   because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I'm afraid of.
  


 3   It's the noise pollution.  And I'd like to see oil
  


 4   companies exhaust the land before they decide to do any
  


 5   offshore drilling of any energy resources.
  


 6             And I'd like to see the oil companies focus on
  


 7   natural energy.  They are spending too much money to start
  


 8   drilling offshore in the Arctic.  They should spend their
  


 9   money looking for alternative energy.  I mean, just look
  


10   what happened in our oil field.  We struck oil, it was a
  


11   big deal, and now it's gone.  We had all that oil, all the
  


12   gas, all the jobs.
  


13             It spoiled Native way of life.  We are spoiled
  


14   now.  I mean, look -- you go look in the beach, the motors
  


15   are too big.  They burn too much gas.  We get spoiled.
  


16   It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled like
  


17   that.
  


18             And it's getting worse.  And I'm afraid, you
  


19   know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling
  


20   because how are we going to run them big motors.  It's --
  


21   it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to
  


22   old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big
  


23   motor and start drilling offshore?  Just -- just noise
  


24   pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here.  There is
  


25   too much wildlife, and a lot of folks depend on it.  I
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 1   depend on it.  Our children depend on it.  It's just --
  


 2   it's going to do a domino effect.  It already has.  It
  


 3   started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.
  


 4             And I'd like to see alternative energy resources
  


 5   like the coal, natural gas.  I don't want to see oil rigs
  


 6   floating in the ocean and drilling.  I'm against it.  It's
  


 7   just too much -- it's -- it's too much -- it's too risky.
  


 8   It's very risky.
  


 9             Just like Willard was saying, it's going to
  


10   start small and it's going to grow.  If we start offshore
  


11   drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries
  


12   up here and start a highway, and we are going to lose a
  


13   lot of good resources our ocean offers.  It's just -- I'm
  


14   really against any offshore activity.
  


15             And I mean, I grew up -- when I was growing up,
  


16   I remember riding in a skin boat, two horsepower motor.
  


17   That was good enough to get you there and back.  You don't
  


18   carry 50 gallons of gas.  You carry five gallons.  Today
  


19   it's -- it's getting out of hand.  Just even snowmachines,
  


20   four-wheelers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.
  


21   And we need gas.  I know there is oil out there inland.
  


22   Focus on that oil inland.  Exhaust that oil before you
  


23   start pushing offshore.
  


24             And I love my family.  I love my people, our
  


25   people.  And the way things are going now, it's getting
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 1   worse, and I want to encourage whoever is going to decide
  


 2   to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the folks
  


 3   that live up here.  And I'm sure there is other
  


 4   alternatives besides offshore drilling.
  


 5             Thanks.
  


 6                   MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Good evening.  My
  


 7   name is Delbert Rexford.  I'm an elected official of the
  


 8   Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  I have the
  


 9   at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, which is a
  


10   federally recognized tribe.  Very briefly, we just came
  


11   from a four-hour seal hunt.  We got one seal, not too much
  


12   fat on it.  And as Marie alluded to earlier, some of the
  


13   global warming effects are affecting our marine mammals,
  


14   the health of our marine mammals.  The emissions into the
  


15   atmosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where --
  


16   anywhere in the world within the industrial global
  


17   community contributes to all of that.
  


18             When the draft EIS came and addresses threatened
  


19   species or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals,
  


20   polar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our
  


21   cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale.  In
  


22   1977 when they banned whaling, it was the International
  


23   Whaling Commission, without knowledge, without
  


24   acknowledging Inupiat traditional knowledge said, no,
  


25   there is not enough whales.  But since time immemorial
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 1   through oral history, we knew there was more whales, but
  


 2   there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert
  


 3   is aware of.
  


 4             The concerns that we have offshore is that the
  


 5   equipment -- I'll take you back to 19 -- when the three
  


 6   gray whales were stranded.  The oil industry and their
  


 7   state of their technology tried to save the whales.  Lo
  


 8   and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their
  


 9   technology that they propose to use on cleaning up oil
  


10   spills.  It failed, grossly failed.  So it would have been
  


11   a detriment to take that equipment out to sea, out to ice
  


12   and try to clean up an oil spill.
  


13             And we make good friends with the Russians when
  


14   the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales.  A
  


15   simple icebreaker allowed the global phenomenon of three
  


16   gray whales to be expended to be saved.
  


17             The point is the industry has not proven that
  


18   they have the technology to clean under ice.  And the
  


19   present technology is limited to certain height of wave
  


20   lengths.  Those are limited.  The booms are limited.
  


21   The -- the oil spills in the Gulf, the Exxon Valdez are
  


22   testaments to the fact that in a major -- and you talk
  


23   about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels.  I don't know what that
  


24   equates to in terms of gallons of oil.  It underlies the
  


25   technology is not there.  The zooplankton, the
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 1   micro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the
  


 2   food chain.
  


 3             I mean, that's what we are concerned about, our
  


 4   way of life versus providing national energy to
  


 5   350,000,000 people who are driving on highways, who have a
  


 6   lower cost of living allowances all across the nation.
  


 7   One gallon of milk is nine bucks in Barrow; $9.  The cost
  


 8   of living is high.
  


 9             Danny alluded to the size of the engines
  


10   emitting a lot of gases.  It's inevitable that they get
  


11   larger.  We will consume more.
  


12             Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope filed a
  


13   lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore
  


14   drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that
  


15   would be emitted into the atmosphere, because of the
  


16   noise -- cumulative effects of noise pollution and other
  


17   cumulative effects.
  


18             And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and
  


19   that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation.
  


20   Very simply, it was that litigation that brought you back
  


21   to the communities because at the time MMS did not do
  


22   their homework.
  


23             So we came back from a four-hour hunt, my nephew
  


24   and his girlfriend.  We just got back.  And to us, it's
  


25   Eskimo heaven.  It's where our spirituality is -- is
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 1   completed.  What we can't get here on the land we get from
  


 2   the sea, the marine mammals that we are concerned about,
  


 3   about being devastated in the event.  And this is what
  


 4   bothers our people.  In the unlikely event of an oil spill
  


 5   is the term used in a lot of these environmental impact
  


 6   draft statements.  If it was inevitable, what technology
  


 7   do you have to clean it up?
  


 8             When you look at the migratory -- what's that
  


 9   guy's name that sends us those bowhead whale migration
  


10   maps?
  


11                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  John Citta.
  


12                   MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  John Citta sends us
  


13   e-mails regarding the route.  When you look at the
  


14   migration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack
  


15   in the middle of it.  What has BOEMRE done to consider
  


16   that part of it, to mitigate any chances of adverse impact
  


17   on bowhead whales?
  


18             The community of Point Lay just went through a
  


19   very historical past three years.  They just reactivated
  


20   bowhead whaling.  They just landed their second whale.
  


21   And they are a whaling community.  Not only that, the
  


22   beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Alaska.
  


23   I mean, it is -- every time I come down here for beluga
  


24   whaling, I'm at home because I don't go home empty-handed.
  


25             And that's the culture that you are -- that you
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 1   are endangering through potential VLOS, very large oil
  


 2   spills.  That's the threat that we are afraid of.  That's
  


 3   an unknown that we are afraid of.
  


 4             In 1977 when the IEWC banned whaling, the
  


 5   analogy we used was that the buffalo was taken away from
  


 6   the Native American Indians.  Well, in 1977 they took our
  


 7   bowhead whales off, and suicides.  The number of suicides
  


 8   that occurred in those few years after that were -- were
  


 9   astronomical.  I mean, people lost a sense of
  


10   spirituality, a sense of wholeness, a sense of belonging
  


11   to their own land and to the sea that provided for them.
  


12             So whoever makes that decision to go offshore --
  


13   I attended in Houston the Outer Continental Shelf policy
  


14   meetings, and we encouraged impact hunting to those
  


15   impacted communities.  The federal government has only one
  


16   impact program that they ever created on the North Slope
  


17   within NPRA.  Those were the NPRA impacts.  We went to the
  


18   Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for
  


19   impact funds to come back to the impacted communities.
  


20             Impacted communities include suicide, alcohol
  


21   and drug abuse, and other social norms that go way out of
  


22   line.
  


23             And these things BOEMRE, I don't believe, have
  


24   considered at this stage because if you have, we would
  


25   like to see what you are offering to the community in case
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 1   of an oil spill.
  


 2             But I'm speaking on behalf of Inupiat Community
  


 3   of the Arctic Slope.  I serve on the tribal council.  I've
  


 4   also served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmental
  


 5   Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic
  


 6   monitoring and assessment program within the confines of
  


 7   Inuit Circumpolar Conference as a delegate, as a delegate
  


 8   to the United States of America.  And these issues that we
  


 9   are asking and concerned about tonight are the same issues
  


10   that we address at the international forums, at the
  


11   international regimes, that the Arctic nations, the eight
  


12   country nations regulate within each respective state.
  


13             But I just want to emphasize that we do oppose
  


14   offshore drilling.  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope
  


15   passed a resolution opposing it because of the unknowns of
  


16   what would happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the
  


17   VLOS that you have noted should happen because we have
  


18   three currents.
  


19             Up in Barrow -- I can talk about Barrow.  I'm
  


20   not sure about right here.  Up in Barrow we have three
  


21   currents.  They go north, they go south.  And every
  


22   species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if
  


23   it should occur.  How many gallons is 150,000 barrels?
  


24   Can -- what's -- does anyone know?
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's about 40 gallons to
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 1   a barrel.
  


 2                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  About four-and-a-half
  


 3   million.
  


 4                   MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Four-and-a-half
  


 5   million gallons?  My lord.  Do you have the technology to
  


 6   clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?
  


 7   I don't think you have a plan.  You don't because, like I
  


 8   said, the industry tried their equipment to rescue the
  


 9   three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all
  


10   of their equipment failed.  That's a living testament that
  


11   the technology didn't work that they were proposing to
  


12   take out to the sea.
  


13             Well, I've taken a lot of your time.  I tell you
  


14   what.  You should spend time out in the ocean.  Maybe you
  


15   can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you
  


16   get a chance to get out there.  There is no mosquitoes out
  


17   there.
  


18             But thank you.  I'm speaking on behalf of the
  


19   Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and I serve with
  


20   Sophie on that tribal council.  I've taken a lot of your
  


21   time, but those are the concerns that we have.  Thank you.
  


22                   MR. LEO FERREIRA:  Good evening,
  


23   everybody.  My name is Leo Ferreira, III, for the record.
  


24   So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be
  


25   implemented into this BOEMRE.  Point Lay would like to
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 1   have a 60-mile buffer zone instead of -- I'm pretty sure
  


 2   it's standing at 15- or 13-mile buffer zone.  We want to
  


 3   move that up to a 60-mile buffer zone, not just for Point
  


 4   Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the
  


 5   Arctic Circle.
  


 6             We also want another stipulation of one drill
  


 7   rig -- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and
  


 8   also zero tolerance of cuttings and mud in the ocean,
  


 9   along with the oil, zero tolerance of oil discharge.
  


10             These reasons are for the disturbance of our
  


11   animals.  We have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with
  


12   disturbance of our tutu migration, our caribou migration
  


13   route.  We have we have had a coal mine going for a while,
  


14   and all the helicopter use with coal mining has pushed
  


15   away our migration route.  We haven't seen our migration
  


16   route come back close to the village at all in about five
  


17   to seven years now.
  


18             And we just shut down the coal mine just not too
  


19   long ago in our -- I think it was when President Obama
  


20   went green finger on us.  So we feel the impacts of
  


21   disturbance.
  


22             And we also know that our animals in our ocean
  


23   are very sensitive to noise.  I could use walrus as an
  


24   example because walrus are disturbed by even smelling
  


25   cologne or smelling cigarettes in the air.  If somebody is
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 1   upwind and they smell their cologne, they are going to get
  


 2   disturbed.  They also get disturbed by noise when you
  


 3   are -- when you are kind of close to them, you will
  


 4   disturb the walruses by noise, too, also, but mostly by
  


 5   smelling when they are out of the water.
  


 6             We also have seen a few animals that we never
  


 7   seen before so much, like we seen a killer whale a couple
  


 8   years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity
  


 9   up here.  So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance
  


10   from all the ship activity that was happening in the
  


11   Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down
  


12   south from us.
  


13             And all of us -- all of us people that live on
  


14   the Slope, all of us Natives in Alaska been taught our way
  


15   of life, so we have a lot of traditional knowledge to pass
  


16   on to the government so they could help get a better
  


17   understanding of how we want to live our life because we
  


18   have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return
  


19   we want to protect our way of life.  We want the federal
  


20   government to start listening to what we have to say and
  


21   start putting these things down as our stipulations to
  


22   help protect our way of life, like the 60-mile buffer
  


23   zone.
  


24             And maybe another one would be like when we go
  


25   harvest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity
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 1   during our harvests or no air activity along with our
  


 2   beluga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise
  


 3   activity in the ocean from the ships and from sonar
  


 4   activity.
  


 5             And that's a big concern is all the activity
  


 6   that's going to happen.  We are not just going to deal
  


 7   with oil ships.  We are also going to deal with Coast
  


 8   Guard ships.  And they have helicopters, too.
  


 9             And the other thing I heard is that if there is
  


10   going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does
  


11   happen in the state of Alaska, I'm most definitely
  


12   positively saying that our way of life will definitely be
  


13   disturbed because we are going to disturb our migration
  


14   route for our whales, bowhead whales, beluga whales and
  


15   the walruses.  The migration routes for these animals are
  


16   going to get pushed away from our mainland, and it's going
  


17   to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are
  


18   going to have to go farther and farther offshore because
  


19   of too much ship activity out there on the ocean along
  


20   with --
  


21             Like I know like the oil spill, like Delbert was
  


22   saying, is we don't know how -- federal government
  


23   scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up
  


24   an oil spill in the icy conditions out here.  I know of
  


25   three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina,
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 1   and the federal government or the oil companies can't even
  


 2   fix those, can't even retrieve them, those little oil rigs
  


 3   out there.  And if we leave junk behind, we are going to
  


 4   just pollute the ocean.  If we have an oil spill, we're
  


 5   going to pollute our ocean.  Once we pollute our ocean, we
  


 6   are going to lose our way of life.
  


 7             Point Lay is a traditional village.  We live a
  


 8   traditional life around here.  There is not much jobs from
  


 9   the government or from our North Slope Borough.  Our
  


10   workforce around here is about 25 percent.  Twenty-five
  


11   percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on
  


12   welfare.  When we are on welfare, we live off the ocean
  


13   and off the land.  All the animals, the caribou, the musk
  


14   ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted
  


15   seals, so --
  


16             And I also know that because Point Lay and
  


17   Kivalina and Point Hope are not in the NPRA, if there is
  


18   an oil spill, these three villages will have no royalties
  


19   when there is an oil spill.  I have been told we are going
  


20   to be the laborers.  We are going to be the cleanup crew,
  


21   and they are just going to get us for the jobs.  And here
  


22   we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not
  


23   even included in the NPRA.  We are outside of the NPRA
  


24   boundaries.
  


25             And so myself and with others, I oppose offshore
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 1   drilling and I -- I wish the federal government would
  


 2   listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell
  


 3   them.  And we would like to control -- have control of our
  


 4   Inupiat way of life for our animals.  We want to control
  


 5   our own animals.  We don't want the government telling
  


 6   us our drill ship is going to be here and good luck on
  


 7   hunting your animals.
  


 8             We want to have stipulations saying during this
  


 9   whale time period, during our bowhead whale time period
  


10   for that village, please stop your activity.  You are on
  


11   our area and goes along down the coast, up and down the
  


12   coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with --
  


13   we also -- because we know there is going to be
  


14   helicopters flying up and back workers and everything.
  


15   And helicopters is a big concern.  It's a real noise
  


16   factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.
  


17             We are the -- we are the ambassadors of our land
  


18   up here.  We want to keep on being the ambassadors of our
  


19   way of life.  Thank you.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I want to make sure we
  


21   get this end of the room here, but Emma, do you want say
  


22   something?
  


23                   MS. EMMA POKON:  (Shakes head.)
  


24                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Good evening.  Nathan
  


25   Henry, for the record.  Let's see.  If -- what was that
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 1   oil spill in Louisiana or somewhere like that?  Deepwater
  


 2   Horizon.  I'm pretty sure if somebody had said something
  


 3   like before you guys start that oil drill up here in the
  


 4   deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, will
  


 5   you guys have homes prepared for those that want to leave
  


 6   the area?  And if you guys do have a drill out there, if
  


 7   there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, like, move
  


 8   some people if they want to move because, you know, like
  


 9   it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the
  


10   land.  And are you prepared to -- not only for the oil
  


11   spill but, you know, some people might say, oh, man, I
  


12   don't know if I want to stay here.  Are you guys going to
  


13   have homes ready, like Anchorage, inland somewhere?
  


14   Because I'm pretty sure that Exxon would have, like,
  


15   thousands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if,
  


16   you know, somebody like me said something like, hey, you
  


17   got homes prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?
  


18   And does it matter what we say?  Are you guys still going
  


19   to go out there and drill or what?
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Those are good
  


21   questions.
  


22                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I mean, you hand me the
  


23   mike and I got something to say, too.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  If you've
  


25   got something to say, we want to hear it.
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 1                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I said it.  Thank you.
  


 2                   MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  Sophie Henry, for the
  


 3   record.  I'm a member of the Native Village of Point Lay
  


 4   or the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  And if all
  


 5   this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero
  


 6   discharge and all that.  Well, it's like buying a new car.
  


 7   Everything you get is brand-new.  It's not going to leak,
  


 8   but over time it leaks, you see.  And that's just going to
  


 9   cause a problem and it's just going to be a rolling effect
  


10   of more problems, of course.
  


11             And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince
  


12   William Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mobil [sic], you know,
  


13   that problem just -- it's still a devastation in that area
  


14   for them, and if -- you know, if they were to drill out
  


15   here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they
  


16   even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice,
  


17   you know, what's there, like year-round?  You know all of
  


18   that?  You know all that?  It's good stuff.
  


19             Anyways, you know, like the famous question I
  


20   have been seeing all over when they first started talking
  


21   about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in
  


22   ice; under ice, in the ice.  You know, how do you clean
  


23   all that up?  And if -- there is just -- it's just
  


24   irritating.
  


25             Anyways, also I wanted to know, like, you know,
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 1   kind of like what Willard said when he said that the
  


 2   subsistence and stuff, they are our way of life.  It's our
  


 3   tradition.  It's the way we live.  And it's what the
  


 4   Elders lived off of hundreds of years ago.  We didn't
  


 5   have, you know, what we have now at the stores.  And we --
  


 6   you know, if the Elders nowadays lose all of that stuff,
  


 7   you know, the living Elders we have now, they are going
  


 8   to -- if they can't have their -- if they lose their food,
  


 9   their way of life what they grew up on, pretty much the
  


10   oil companies are basically, you know, letting the
  


11   Elders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the
  


12   food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on,
  


13   it's just a rolling effect of our life.
  


14             And you know, it's just something we don't -- if
  


15   you asked me like ten years ago before I moved to Point
  


16   Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'm for offshore drilling, I'm
  


17   for it.  Well, I moved up here nine years ago.  For the
  


18   first time I hunt.  So I know, you know, what it is like
  


19   to have the food.  I know how to hunt now.  I know how to
  


20   provide for my family.
  


21             My kids are going to be eight and five.  And
  


22   like my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou,
  


23   you know, beluga, whale.  He prefers that over, like, your
  


24   food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy.  My son
  


25   prefers our food.  And if he doesn't have that, well, when
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 1   he becomes a father, how is he going to have that for his
  


 2   family?
  


 3             It's just basically the oil companies want to
  


 4   rob us of our lives basically is how I feel.  And you
  


 5   know, with them doing that and killing off what we learned
  


 6   to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically
  


 7   in a way taking away our identity to a certain extent.
  


 8             And I just -- I oppose offshore drilling 100
  


 9   percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to make
  


10   the decisions to do this, I suggest them to actually come
  


11   here, rather than living in Washington making all these
  


12   decisions -- how would they like it if, like, our
  


13   community tells them how to live their lives and take away
  


14   what they love?  They wouldn't like that just as much as
  


15   we don't like them taking away our mammals.
  


16             And it's wrong.  It's stupid.  And they
  


17   shouldn't have a say.  They should obviously look at the
  


18   communities.  And everybody that I know and I've heard,
  


19   they all say no.  We can shout as loud as we want, no, no,
  


20   no, and they are still trying to come around and ask
  


21   questions, like we are not going to change our minds.  Why
  


22   do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities,
  


23   it's this, it's that?  So what?  You know, we can -- we --
  


24   so what?
  


25             You know, we would rather -- we would rather our
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 1   whales, we would rather everything else.  They shouldn't
  


 2   have the right to make the decision to take our lives,
  


 3   basically.  They shouldn't have the right to take away our
  


 4   mammals, our -- you know, it's just our way of life.  It's
  


 5   our ancestors' traditions.  It's everything.  Just like we
  


 6   don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't --
  


 7   we don't get to take away what they love.  They shouldn't
  


 8   have the right to take ours is what I wanted to say.
  


 9             Thank you.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.  I'm
  


11   going to get everybody.  We are going to take a break, but
  


12   we have to go around first.  Two folks here.  Okay.  I
  


13   want to go over here.  Thank you.
  


14                   MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Good evening.
  


15   Robert Lisbourne, for the record.  I am against offshore
  


16   drilling, any kind, because the person who I am today is
  


17   who I stand for.  I am Inupiat.  We are Inupiat.  We -- we
  


18   have been hunting.  We have the traditions we had for
  


19   thousands of years.  We live off the land.  We live off
  


20   our food.  It's just a blessing to be Inupiat.  And I'd
  


21   just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know,
  


22   for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.
  


23             I would just hate to see my kids and my
  


24   grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean
  


25   and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just --
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 1   it's just a continuous food chain that we need.  So
  


 2   anything happen out there or in there, that chain is just
  


 3   going to break, and we will be lost without it.  It's who
  


 4   we are and what we love to do.
  


 5             And thanks for coming to Point Lay.  I'm just
  


 6   against the offshore drilling.
  


 7                   MR. SCOTT GUYER:  My name is Scott Guyer,
  


 8   G-U-Y-E-R.  I work for the North Slope Science Initiative.
  


 9   I was in town today for another meeting and was invited to
  


10   come tonight, and I'm happy to be here.  Glad to listen to
  


11   all the comments and understand what the community feels
  


12   about this subject.  And I work for the director, and I
  


13   will be taking information back to him and discussing what
  


14   was said here to him.  So don't really have any comment
  


15   myself.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then I think -- and
  


17   sir?  I don't want to forget you.
  


18                   MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.:  Hello.  Good
  


19   evening.  Warren Lampe, Senior, lifelong year-round
  


20   subsistence hunter, subsistence user.  Like everybody
  


21   said, talking about all the children that are going to be
  


22   growing up before -- you know, after us, we want them to
  


23   use, you know, our land and our sea just like I did when I
  


24   was a child when my parents were out there hunting and
  


25   providing for us.  I have been in this lifestyle all my
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 1   life, and I don't think it will ever change.  I want it
  


 2   not to change.  Just like everybody else who talk on the
  


 3   mike tonight, I'm in full opposition of offshore oil, oil.
  


 4   So -- and I'd like to give thanks and welcome to our
  


 5   visitors here.  They have a good voice.  Their voice is
  


 6   heard.  It gives us ideas, gives us information.
  


 7             I do serve on the North Slope Borough Fish &
  


 8   Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue.  And with
  


 9   Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, I
  


10   think we are the closest community, so we are in
  


11   opposition.  We are very worried about an oil spill.  It
  


12   is inevitable.  I mean, it's going to happen, you know,
  


13   here now or, you know, there later.  I mean, it will
  


14   happen.
  


15             I understand that they don't have the proper
  


16   equipment to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean.  I
  


17   know just recently they had started their -- they had
  


18   started these science projects out here in our ocean and
  


19   in our land.  I mean, that was just started recently.  And
  


20   it's good to hear that, you know, we have all these
  


21   corporations going around trying to get information from
  


22   the people who lived here for 1,000 years or more, more
  


23   than that.  And we have -- you know, we have all this
  


24   information in our head.
  


25             And I'm glad to see that there is people coming
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 1   getting comments from us, getting the information from us
  


 2   that it's not written down.  Nothing is -- none of this is
  


 3   written down on paper.  And it's -- it's hard.  It's hard
  


 4   for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill
  


 5   because that will change everybody's life here.  We
  


 6   wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oil
  


 7   drilling.  We would like to see onshore drilling as much
  


 8   as possible.
  


 9             I think everywhere you go they will have
  


10   opposition for the offshore drilling.  And I'd like to see
  


11   more voices.  I'd like to see more -- more people talking,
  


12   more people telling us what they know and what some of us
  


13   don't know.  So the more information we are getting into
  


14   the meetings, I think the better off, but in some ways I
  


15   think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oil
  


16   developments, we are just not going to stop them.
  


17             We need to find -- I mean, they need to come up
  


18   with some kind of oil spill response that will work,
  


19   actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a
  


20   spill, stop it from coming ashore, try to contain it in
  


21   the little area that's already affected.  I think that's
  


22   one of the biggest worries that I have is oil spill
  


23   containment and cleanup because it's inevitable.  It will
  


24   happen in small amounts or in large amounts.  It doesn't
  


25   matter.
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 1             That's -- that's contaminating our food out
  


 2   there.  It's like our garden.  It's like you using
  


 3   pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are
  


 4   trying to eat.  It's the same thing.  It's killing off a
  


 5   lot of things.
  


 6             But I am in full opposition of offshore
  


 7   drilling.  I have been living off the land my whole life.
  


 8             I can't really think of anything else to say,
  


 9   but welcome.  Thank you for coming, getting information,
  


10   and I really hope -- I really hope it's heard.  I hope our
  


11   voice is heard, and not only heard but put into the
  


12   thought and make them think about -- think about these
  


13   things that they are trying to get information on, not
  


14   just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.
  


15             You know, we -- I'd like to see some like -- I'd
  


16   like to have them notify us, you know, talk to us back,
  


17   not just us talking to them and telling them, you know,
  


18   what we think.  I think they should -- I think they should
  


19   -- I think we should hear their voice back after they get
  


20   all this information.  And after we give the information,
  


21   I think we could get some information back on what is
  


22   going to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this
  


23   stuff that we talked about.  That would be a lot -- that
  


24   would be a real positive thing.
  


25             As I said, I'm in full opposition.  I like -- I
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 1   love my subsistence way of life.  And it's never going to
  


 2   stop for me.  I'm just hoping and I'm praying that it's
  


 3   not going to stop for our future generations that are
  


 4   going to come.
  


 5             I know there has been a lot of fighting for the
  


 6   way of life that we live.  You know, the oil drills up on
  


 7   the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they
  


 8   try to take away our bowhead living.  They are trying
  


 9   to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, like
  


10   populations of all of our animals, and they are trying to
  


11   take actions before they -- before they come up with any
  


12   kind of results.  You know, it's nice for people to come
  


13   up here and get the information from the people who
  


14   actually live up here and see it every day of our lives.
  


15   Even if it's the smallest animal that we see running
  


16   across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.
  


17   I can't put it any other way.
  


18             But I really do oppose offshore oil drilling.
  


19   I'm in full opposition to that.  And everybody who talked
  


20   on the mike, they are in full opposition, but the way I
  


21   see it, I think it's going to happen anyways.  They are
  


22   going to go out there and drill offshore.  It's going to
  


23   happen anyways, even without our opposition.
  


24             It will help a lot for each and every entity
  


25   that comes up here we can give information to and try to
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 1   get, you know, oil spill response teams in these
  


 2   communities that we live in.  We reside here year-round,
  


 3   and we are not going to move.
  


 4             I think me and everybody else here would like to
  


 5   have some good part of our population trained or at least
  


 6   know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.
  


 7   I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be
  


 8   trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill.  I
  


 9   know there is -- there is corporations that give a limited
  


10   amount of people, two or three or four people, who go down
  


11   and they will leave town for training, this oil spill
  


12   training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- I
  


13   mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.
  


14             We need a community to know what's going on with
  


15   the oil spill and know what to do.  I think it takes a
  


16   whole community to understand that.  And I'm sure
  


17   everybody in this community, if they are trained and if
  


18   they know how, they will give a hand.  They will lend
  


19   their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain,
  


20   try to protect our way of life.
  


21             That's another big thing with all this oil
  


22   development.  I think every coastal community should have
  


23   at least a crew of people who know how to operate
  


24   machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not
  


25   just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah,
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 1   well, we are going to have this contained and everything,
  


 2   but they are going to be providing -- they are going to
  


 3   say, yeah, we are bringing money up there.  We are going
  


 4   to clean it up, giving you money, putting people to work,
  


 5   but that's the people that they already have trained to do
  


 6   that kind of job.  And I think -- I think they should come
  


 7   to every community and at least train as many people as
  


 8   they could and get that thought in their mind so we know
  


 9   how to do it so we are able to do it.
  


10             I think that's another big thing on this
  


11   offshore drilling.  When an oil spill does happen, you
  


12   know, I think every community should know what to do, not
  


13   turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call
  


14   people and ask, okay, what do we do?  We don't know --
  


15   that would be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a
  


16   community level to have nobody know what to do here.  I
  


17   think that should be another strong -- another real good
  


18   idea.
  


19             I think I've said pretty much everything I could
  


20   think of.  I'm sure there is more but, you know, I'm -- I
  


21   said -- I said I think -- I think I said what counts, so
  


22   welcome and thank you.  Thank you for your time.  Thank
  


23   you for letting us speak.
  


24             And you know, we are providing information.  So
  


25   I think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to
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 1   the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups.  And we would
  


 2   like feedback on it.  We would like feedback.  We would
  


 3   like for them to, you know, at least come talk to us and
  


 4   tell us, okay, this is what we do for your comment that
  


 5   you said, you know.
  


 6             We need some kind of feedback for that.  We
  


 7   didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that
  


 8   we did get.  But feedback to us would be -- would be
  


 9   helpful.  That would be -- that would move us to the next
  


10   level of understanding, to the next level of comments and
  


11   everything that -- everything that we talked about so we
  


12   don't keep talking about the same thing over and over.
  


13             We would like to see something done about it and
  


14   something -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done
  


15   so they could move on to another concern.  But I think
  


16   that's all I got to say.
  


17             And I hope everybody came to an understanding
  


18   about all that.  So thank you and good evening.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


20   Well said, and you will have a chance to speak again.  We
  


21   have been at this for a while.  I know we have got to give
  


22   our recorder about a ten-minute break.  So how about we
  


23   take a ten-minute break.  We will all come back and go
  


24   around the room again.  We won't leave until everybody is
  


25   satisfied.
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 1              (A break was taken.)
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We notice it was pointed
  


 3   out by one of the community members that some people
  


 4   arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again
  


 5   so we are all on the same plate, I've asked Sharon to come
  


 6   up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so
  


 7   that everybody understands why we're here.
  


 8                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  I was just going to,
  


 9   rather than go -- unless you all want me to go through the
  


10   flip chart again, I can just kind of summarize what we
  


11   talked about.  So what's the preference?
  


12                   MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Summarize.
  


13                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  Why we are here
  


14   today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ocean
  


15   Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, is seeking
  


16   your comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental
  


17   Environmental Impact Statement.  Copies are on the table.
  


18   We are here because of a court litigation that was done
  


19   back in 2008 prior to sale 193.  And the Court told us to
  


20   go back and to readdress the concerns.
  


21             So those are the three concerns we are
  


22   addressing in that document is what the Court told us we
  


23   had to do because our EIS was not adequate on natural gas
  


24   development or on the missing information that we stated
  


25   in the document.  So we have to follow the regulations and
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 1   go back and do it.
  


 2             In addition, after we published the draft
  


 3   supplemental EIS, we came up here, got the community's
  


 4   comments, got public comments, over 150,000 comments.
  


 5   We -- a lot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater
  


 6   Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what would
  


 7   happen if there was a very large oil spill.  So we went
  


 8   back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill.  And
  


 9   so that is in the document.  So not only do we have the
  


10   information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we also
  


11   had information on what it would be if a very large oil
  


12   spill would happen.
  


13             We need your comments.  We need your comments.
  


14   We need any traditional knowledge to take a look at our
  


15   document.  The due date for public comments and your
  


16   comments are due July 11th.  We are using regulations.gov.
  


17   There is information on the table on the website to how to
  


18   submit your comments.  If you have got any questions on
  


19   how to submit those comments, we have a telephone number
  


20   to our office in Anchorage.  We are out of Anchorage,
  


21   Alaska.  We are all Alaskans up here.  So you can call us
  


22   and we can let you know.
  


23             Again, after we take your comments, we will
  


24   prepare a final supplemental environmental impact
  


25   statement.  This supplements the environmental impact
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 1   statement that was done in 2007.  And it will go to the
  


 2   Secretary of the Interior who will make the decision
  


 3   whether to affirm the lease sale, the area that was
  


 4   offered for lease in 2008, or make some changes to it.  He
  


 5   can affirm the lease sale, keep the leases, or he can
  


 6   cancel the leases.  It's all on the table.  So he needs to
  


 7   go back and make that decision.
  


 8             Once he makes that decision, it will be filed
  


 9   with the Court.  The Court has asked him to make that
  


10   decision by the 3rd of October.  He will make the
  


11   decision.  It will be filed with the Court, and the
  


12   district judge in Alaska will decide whether or not our
  


13   agency has complied with the federal laws of the National
  


14   Environmental Policy Act and any other federal laws that
  


15   were raised in the litigation to make sure the agency met
  


16   its obligation in doing that.
  


17             So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  One
  


19   thing I want to add.  And I heard this in this meeting and
  


20   at our meeting government-to-government this afternoon and
  


21   at another meeting.  Some of the Elders have said you have
  


22   been coming up here for 15, 20, 30 years.  We tell you the
  


23   same thing.  Well, it's not that we are coming to bother
  


24   you, thinking you might change your mind, but there is a
  


25   law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program
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 1   and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.
  


 2             While you have this requirement, you also have
  


 3   new administrations and new presidents and new Secretary
  


 4   of the Interior and all those kind of folks.  But because
  


 5   of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a
  


 6   requirement that we come back and speak with you.  So in
  


 7   many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that
  


 8   people have to come up and speak with you and make sure
  


 9   that's what it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that
  


10   was 30 years ago, it doesn't count.  We can't do that.  We
  


11   have to make sure we are talking with the communities and
  


12   your voice is heard.
  


13             And so it's kind of a bother.  This is the best
  


14   time of the year for you.  It's gorgeous outside.  I
  


15   understand belugas are coming.  The fishing is going to be
  


16   great.  And here we are at a meeting.  But this is
  


17   important and this is what we need.  So thank you very
  


18   much.
  


19             So why don't we start on this side of the room.
  


20   Okay.  Sir, would you like to comment again?
  


21                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  First of all, Nathan
  


22   Henry.  And I'd like to apologize.  I was thinking that
  


23   maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the
  


24   ocean and drilling.  So I'm sorry about that.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.
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 1                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  So just a scientific
  


 2   question.  Is the global warming a natural cause or is the
  


 3   global warming caused of the oil being sucked out -- like
  


 4   opposite from insulation.  You think that maybe that oil
  


 5   down there will keep it cool and it's just being sucked up
  


 6   and now it's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that
  


 7   might be cause of -- part of the cause of the global
  


 8   warming?
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question,
  


10   and we can talk about that all night.  This is Jim Kendall
  


11   speaking.  Bottom line is, no matter what's causing global
  


12   climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first
  


13   in the Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have
  


14   to consider that in our analyses.  But the jury is out on
  


15   what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is
  


16   happening.
  


17             You are -- right here in the Arctic it's
  


18   starting first.  And we have got to deal with it in our
  


19   analysis, as well.
  


20                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  There has been --
  


21   throughout the years and years there has been like
  


22   billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground,
  


23   and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place
  


24   like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago
  


25   or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oil
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 1   was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big
  


 2   major difference or there are still grounds -- there are
  


 3   still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to
  


 4   go there or are there different flowers growing out or,
  


 5   you know -- I know that you can't stop the global warming,
  


 6   but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's in the record.
  


 8   Thank you.
  


 9                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Okay.  Thank you.  Good
  


10   evening.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Nathan,
  


12   right?  Thank you.  Okay.  Next?
  


13                   MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.:  Hello.  Warren
  


14   Lampe, Senior, for the record again.  There was a couple
  


15   thoughts that did come to mind within the short time that
  


16   I had the mike.  This ocean and where they are drilling,
  


17   where they propose to drill is right smack in the middle
  


18   of our highway.  It's like a highway, our food highway
  


19   that our animals have to migrate past us and get back.
  


20   They get to their feeding grounds.  They get to their
  


21   grounds that they have babies.  You know, they pass by us,
  


22   and they have to pass by us to do it.
  


23             With the oil spill happening out there, it's
  


24   going to halt the migration.  It will reroute the
  


25   migration.  It's just like when we are traveling to the
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 1   store on the highway, a tree or something accidentally
  


 2   falls on the highway, it's going to stop us.  It will stop
  


 3   us from going to the store.  Same thing it will do to the
  


 4   animals with the oil spill.  It will halt the migration,
  


 5   change the route.  And it might take years.  It might take
  


 6   20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this migration
  


 7   is going and, within that time, it will be too late.
  


 8             And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oil
  


 9   being sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our
  


10   global heating, global warming, I mean, there is relevance
  


11   that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they
  


12   are burning it.  It makes carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide.
  


13   So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, I
  


14   mean, he's right.
  


15             But with our ocean and the drilling, I think --
  


16   I think most of their studies and I think most of their
  


17   money that they are putting out for this energy, I think
  


18   it should be going towards renewable energy like ocean
  


19   currents.  They produce energy.  They have proven
  


20   technology that we can get energy out of currents.  We
  


21   have technology that we can get energy out of the wind.
  


22             We have a whole bunch of technology that's
  


23   proven to convert to -- converted to this renewable energy
  


24   that we could use over and over, not like the oil and gas
  


25   that we burn one time or -- you know, we could use the
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 1   heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery.  We
  


 2   could use the heat off of it.  But it's not the same.
  


 3             I think most of this money that they are pouring
  


 4   out into getting energy, I think most of it should be put
  


 5   to renewable energy.  I think that's another big --
  


 6   another big situation that, you know, they should think
  


 7   about and put to use, renewable energy.  With that, we
  


 8   could have renewable -- we could have, like, wind turbines
  


 9   here to have energy whenever we have wind instead of using
  


10   oil all the time to heat our homes.
  


11             And that's another part of the -- another part
  


12   of the situation that I'm trying to understand and I'm
  


13   trying -- I'm still trying to calculate it in my brain
  


14   that -- all these negative effects that are going to
  


15   happen to us.  And once that happens, there is pretty much
  


16   no way of getting it back.  There is no way of making our
  


17   life the same.  It's going to be changed, you know,
  


18   probably forever.
  


19             But I think a lot more money should be put into
  


20   renewable energy instead of having all this wasted money
  


21   of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and --
  


22   because a lot of the money that they put in, it's -- it's
  


23   almost like a waste to me.  They put all this money in and
  


24   then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to
  


25   plan.  Somebody else stops and steps in and say, no, that
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 1   can't be done.  You can't do it that way.  So all that
  


 2   money that they use to try to come up with all this
  


 3   information, it could have been used to, you know, put --
  


 4   put it towards renewable energy.  I think that's a big --
  


 5   that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be
  


 6   thought of more carefully, put more information into
  


 7   there.
  


 8             I think they should have a round of
  


 9   informational meetings about renewable energy because I
  


10   think that's some -- something that -- that we would all
  


11   support instead of right now we are all in opposition of
  


12   offshore oil drilling, and if you come up with renewable
  


13   energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy
  


14   or the wind providing energy for us, that would be a whole
  


15   change of story that would save our traditional cultural
  


16   way of life.  It would save a whole culture, a whole group
  


17   of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.
  


18             I think most of us would -- we would be in
  


19   support of renewable energy because we are all -- we are
  


20   all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even
  


21   on our land where we are opposed to oil energy, oil
  


22   drilling so much, but it's more so far offshore.  We don't
  


23   want it to happen.  I think they should put more --
  


24   more -- more of what they have, their funds, their
  


25   thoughts, their energy, put more of it into renewable
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 1   energy.  I think that's -- I think that would be a -- that
  


 2   would make a whole lot more of Alaska happy.
  


 3             I think that's -- that's a -- that's a big
  


 4   thought, too.  I think that's -- that's what should
  


 5   happen.  That's what should be happening because oil is
  


 6   going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now just
  


 7   like our Prudhoe Bay is running out.  We are going to run
  


 8   out of oil.  We are going to run out of energy.  Within
  


 9   that time we may have an oil spill.  We may have
  


10   contamination that's irreversible.
  


11             I mean, we go to renewable energy, we are -- we
  


12   will be able to make use of it over and over again instead
  


13   of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns
  


14   off into our atmosphere.  It causes a chain reaction of
  


15   negative events.
  


16             And when I think in my mind, I think we could
  


17   use this -- we could be going to renewable energy, and
  


18   it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting
  


19   as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative
  


20   impacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and
  


21   getting it ready for us to use and making it useful for us
  


22   to burn safely.
  


23             I think -- I think they should turn their head
  


24   the other way, turn it away from offshore oil drilling and
  


25   put -- you know, face the renewable energy because the oil
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 1   is going to run out.  Our wind won't run out.  Our water
  


 2   currents, they may change, but they are still going to be
  


 3   there, not like the oil.  You know, it's going to
  


 4   disappear.  It's going to be gone.  So that's a big
  


 5   thought.
  


 6             I think more -- more thought, more energy, more,
  


 7   you know, information should be put towards renewable
  


 8   energy.  That's something we would be in support of
  


 9   because everybody -- I'm -- I think everybody that you --
  


10   everywhere you go there is going to be opposition.  There
  


11   is going to be strong opposition for offshore oil
  


12   drilling.
  


13             So if that could make it to, you know, the
  


14   decisionmakers up there to -- I think they should change
  


15   direction and start -- start developing renewable energy.
  


16   That's a big thing because I think a lot of us would be in
  


17   support of that.  So that's a thought I had in mind.
  


18             So thank you very much.
  


19                   MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Good evening.  Leo
  


20   Ferreira, III, for the record.  I just wanted to get out
  


21   some stuff that I kind of left out.  I can't remember
  


22   everything, but I just wanted to touch a little bit on
  


23   science and the studies that's been going on.  I don't
  


24   think the lease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen
  


25   because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of
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 1   our sea animals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our
  


 2   seals, and our bowhead whales.  There hasn't been a real
  


 3   good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an
  


 4   oil spill -- what the harms would be to them.  And so we
  


 5   need to do more baseline studies before the sale lease of
  


 6   193.  There needs to be more base study of our animals in
  


 7   the sea.
  


 8             And another thing that the Coast Guard, the
  


 9   Coast Guard ships, I already know that when they go out
  


10   here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how much
  


11   oil is in there, that there will only be -- I understand
  


12   there will only be one ship for containment of an oil
  


13   spill in case.
  


14             And Warren has a point about an oil spill that
  


15   the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the
  


16   outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill
  


17   so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster
  


18   and will have more people available.  And that's just
  


19   another way of generating jobs up here on the North Slope
  


20   is we all live off of the land and sea year-round, whether
  


21   it be berries, tutu, caribou, musk ox, polar bears, brown
  


22   bears, walrus, bowhead whales, beluga, all the sea animals
  


23   and land animals.  That would help protect our way of
  


24   life.  So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an
  


25   oil spill, we would like to have training.
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 1             And that's another reason why the sale of 193
  


 2   shouldn't happen because their response is going to be too
  


 3   slow, especially when you have a Coast Guard ship
  


 4   stationed almost 1,000 miles from where we are at right
  


 5   now.
  


 6             And since there is no scientific way of cleaning
  


 7   up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice
  


 8   conditions and the harsh environment out here in the
  


 9   Arctic Circle, if there is an oil spill that's going to
  


10   affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our
  


11   beluga, our walrus, even our sea birds that migrate out
  


12   here when springtime has arrived, and also fall time is
  


13   what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way
  


14   of life as we know it to this day.
  


15             And I feel that government is not capable of
  


16   replacing our way of life for the great dollar.  Right now
  


17   that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this
  


18   village.  We live off of welfare around here, and the
  


19   biggest job is the North Slope Borough, and that's about
  


20   20 percent of this village workforce.  And the rest of us
  


21   are on welfare.
  


22             I don't think sale 193 should happen until some
  


23   of these other issues are dealt with and more studies
  


24   being done just in case there is an oil spill and we have
  


25   to clean it up.  We feel like we shouldn't have to pay the
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 1   price for an oil spill and then end up living off of
  


 2   welfare because the oil spill has taken away our way of
  


 3   life out here in the ocean because we already know oil
  


 4   kills off and kills off on land.  It's going to kill off
  


 5   worse in the water.  And it's not just going to affect the
  


 6   state of Alaska Natives.  It's going to affect everybody
  


 7   up here in the Arctic Circle.  It's going to chart a chain
  


 8   reaction.
  


 9             Just like with global warming, it's already
  


10   starting a chain reaction.  It's just the State ain't
  


11   going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have
  


12   a change in environment up here because of global warming.
  


13   So I hope that the federal government listens to our
  


14   comments and takes into consideration that what we have to
  


15   say will help make these rules and regulations for the
  


16   offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal government
  


17   with the oil industry.
  


18             Our ecosystem out here is very sensitive to
  


19   pollutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise
  


20   activity.  We already know; knowledge already tells us and
  


21   our ancestors already told us, and we even see it
  


22   ourselves and we live the life.  We would be disturbing
  


23   our animals and changing our migration routes.  Warren has
  


24   a point there when he talks about the oil having an affect
  


25   on our animals.  He's right.  It will change the
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 1   migration, or we might not even be able to harvest our
  


 2   animals because of an oil spill.
  


 3             And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up
  


 4   an oil spill.  And we would very much like to see them
  


 5   have some kind of way of assuring us that in case there is
  


 6   an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oil
  


 7   spill.  And we don't want to lose our way of life because
  


 8   we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away
  


 9   our way of life.  We already know.  But we know we have to
  


10   try to balance things out and work with the federal
  


11   government and work with the Obama Administration so we
  


12   can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put
  


13   into effect so we could try to help our way of life and
  


14   sustain it the way we all come to an understanding.
  


15             So I oppose sale 193.  And thank you.
  


16                   MR. EARL KINGIK:  Boy, I'd like to thank
  


17   Point Lay.  You guys say the same thing Point Hope says.
  


18   You guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said.  And you
  


19   guys say same thing -- I have been listening to this for
  


20   20 years.  Every time BOEMRE comes to our communities to
  


21   talk about offshore leases, Point Hope always say no.
  


22   It's been -- my father was against offshore activity, and
  


23   I'm strongly against offshore activity.
  


24             I had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it
  


25   happened, and I witnessed the government, the oil
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 1   companies not really doing anything to try to stop that
  


 2   spill at the Gulf.  I seen some birds that I haven't seen
  


 3   in a long time, and I seen some birds I will never see
  


 4   again, like what has happened with the Exxon Valdez oil
  


 5   spill.
  


 6             One good comment I heard tonight was Mr. Lampe.
  


 7   He wanted feedback.  He wanted BOEMRE to come back and
  


 8   explain about the comments that Salazar will be looking
  


 9   at.  So you see, Mr. Kendall, I think the Village of Point
  


10   Lay would like you to come back and explain about your
  


11   comment -- about their comments and how you are going to
  


12   submit it to Salazar.
  


13             Before October's decision, I'd like to take all
  


14   the tribal council members to Washington, D.C. when he's
  


15   going to make his decision.  And my goal is to pick up a
  


16   resolution from all the tribal villages about opposition
  


17   to offshore activity.
  


18             We all know in the past North Slope Borough has
  


19   been doing a lot of research in which our communities has
  


20   to have anything to say about.  Even though we have got a
  


21   North Slope Borough Wildlife Commission, our communities
  


22   always ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.
  


23   So we in the communities don't really trust the North
  


24   Slope Borough or the State of Alaska.  We trust ourselves
  


25   because our traditional knowledge is very strong, and we
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 1   carry on for years.  We don't write in the book.  Our
  


 2   ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by
  


 3   words.
  


 4             I thank you very much from the bottom of my
  


 5   heart about your comments.  It's very strong, make me feel
  


 6   real good that you guys are against offshore activity.
  


 7   I'm going to do a radio talk show at KBRW like I did at
  


 8   KOTZ, making my report what kind of meeting you had at
  


 9   Point Lay, what kind of meeting we had at Point Hope and
  


10   what kind of meeting we had at Kotzebue.  Hopefully I'll
  


11   be able to make it to Wainwright.
  


12             I haven't heard anything much about baseline
  


13   studies about our wildlife, but all I heard was oil spill.
  


14   Everywhere I go to, we talk about oil spill.  So you see,
  


15   I'll send a message to Salazar, Mr. Salazar, people of the
  


16   Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part
  


17   of the ecosystem in the Arctic, want to protect the
  


18   wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the
  


19   people for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our
  


20   cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our
  


21   people united, wildlife that would make our people work to
  


22   good and be stronger.
  


23             So you see, Mr. Salazar, we are in heavy
  


24   protection.  We need heavy protection from oil development
  


25   in the Arctic; not only oil development, but the
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 1   transportation routes coming from Europe going to Asia
  


 2   from the Northwest Passage.
  


 3             So thank you, Mr. Salazar, for accepting my
  


 4   request.  Thank you.
  


 5                   MS. JOANNE NEAKOK:  I'll share this.
  


 6   JoAnne Neakok, for the record.  I just want to share that
  


 7   I'd like to support my grandchildren and my children and
  


 8   my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is
  


 9   decided for whatever they can use for energy, you know, I
  


10   really -- I really oppose offshore drilling myself.
  


11             But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.
  


12   And we are so spoiled, like someone mentioned here,
  


13   because we can just turn on a light switch and we don't
  


14   have to hang dry our clothes.  And we don't have to, you
  


15   know, walking for transportation, but I -- I really feel
  


16   that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we
  


17   are being attacked either way.
  


18             And I love going out to the ocean with my
  


19   husband.  We share a lot of good times out there.  Brings
  


20   us joy to our family when we bring home something from the
  


21   ocean.  And when the captains bring home a whale, it's a
  


22   happy occasion for the community.  It brings the community
  


23   together stronger, and we are able to work with each other
  


24   hand in hand.  And it's a blessing, the ocean.  It brings
  


25   life to everyone, you know.
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 1             For me it was scary to even ride out there on an
  


 2   18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or
  


 3   the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, I think
  


 4   about how mighty God is out there, controlling the waves.
  


 5   And you know, I say a prayer for anyone that goes out to
  


 6   hunt, that God will just bring them home safely.  I'm sure
  


 7   everyone does that in the community, not only myself and
  


 8   Willard or, you know, other families.
  


 9             And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry
  


10   about hunters out in the wintertime.  We are having to go
  


11   search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and look for
  


12   the person.  And that's, you know, gas, using gas.
  


13             But I wanted to say that sharing our food from
  


14   the ocean is always a blessing to bring people together,
  


15   and that's a strong, you know -- I think it's strong
  


16   enough to say that it pulls the families together.  But I
  


17   want to share from Genesis I, Verse 10.  "And God called
  


18   the dry and earth and the gathering together of the
  


19   waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good."  And
  


20   I -- I see it that way.  You know, it's a blessing.
  


21             Thank you.
  


22                   MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  My name is Willard
  


23   Neakok, for the record.  I have three more items that are
  


24   related to offshore drilling which I'm in opposition.  But
  


25   first, you know, a few people would look out the window.
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 1   Look at the sky.  Fifty years ago, for those that remember
  


 2   those days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky
  


 3   wasn't that light.  What is it?  Maybe powder blue.
  


 4             Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago,
  


 5   maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that.  If
  


 6   you look at the childhood pictures where your parents are
  


 7   taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute.  I want to take
  


 8   this picture.  And if you look in the background, look at
  


 9   the sky.  You know, for us, 50 years plus, look at our
  


10   childhood pictures.  Look at the sky.  You will see the
  


11   difference.  They were a lot bluer than that, all because
  


12   of emissions from fossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't
  


13   regulated, car engines that weren't tuned up.  And I'm
  


14   sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they look
  


15   outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day.  Fifty years
  


16   ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a lot more
  


17   bluer than what we see today.
  


18             Just think about it.  Even pictures back in the
  


19   days, you look at them, you will see the sky a lot more
  


20   bluer, more colorful, you know.  We are seeing a blue
  


21   planet from a satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet;
  


22   but then a lot of people don't think of looking up and
  


23   seeing blue sky no more.  I noticed that like maybe 20
  


24   years ago.  Our skies are changing.
  


25             Why is that?  And nowadays, learning from
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 1   emissions from fossil fuels unregulated, you know,
  


 2   emissions from all the different countries that we have.
  


 3             But three other things that I wanted to mention
  


 4   is the sound that your drill rig will make.  I'm going to
  


 5   use Kivalina as a subject.  Thirty years ago, you know,
  


 6   they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.
  


 7   Before then, you know, they had belugas, they had whales
  


 8   migrating through their ocean.
  


 9             And then they built that Red Dog port, and all
  


10   the noise coming from that port was affecting the
  


11   migration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.
  


12   Now they have to go 30 miles north just to try and harvest
  


13   belugas, bowheads.  They never had that problem before
  


14   sound start being emitted from the ships that are going in
  


15   to Red Dog port.
  


16             And if we have that up here, you know, right
  


17   where lease 193 is going to be, who knows what our
  


18   migration route is going to be for the bowheads or
  


19   belugas.
  


20             You know, sound travels quite a ways on the
  


21   water, a lot more further than on land.  Another thing
  


22   that's why I'm in opposition of offshore drilling.
  


23             Another thing is where sale 193 is, I had to ask
  


24   Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam.  I had to ask
  


25   him what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal.  And
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 1   right there on the north side of where they want to drill,
  


 2   the south side of it is where the current goes.  And on
  


 3   the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.
  


 4   They got clams, they got mussels; you know, whatever they
  


 5   need.  It's a small area, but that's where the walrus goes
  


 6   to feed.
  


 7             I learned that.  You know, I am a walrus
  


 8   commissioner.  And I just learned that just in February
  


 9   when we had a meeting with Shell Oil.  In fact, Shell Oil
  


10   and we had an Eskimo Walrus Commission meeting almost a
  


11   day apart from each other.  I learned where they wanted to
  


12   drill.  Next day I learned that is where the largest
  


13   concentration of clams and mussels and where the walrus
  


14   feed.
  


15             And if we have an oil spill, the current is
  


16   going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah
  


17   Shoal.  And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats
  


18   that, then, you know, they are doomed.  Where are you
  


19   going to go next?  That's another thing.  That's why I'm
  


20   in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.
  


21   It might be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the
  


22   hottest -- more important that the walrus has been using
  


23   for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.
  


24   Now they have to swim 60 plus miles just to come to land
  


25   and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go
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 1   feed.
  


 2             Losing one thing just because we want to gain
  


 3   another, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know,
  


 4   have lights, have gas to run around by boat, snowmachine,
  


 5   aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are
  


 6   in opposition.  We are trying to balance everything.
  


 7   That's why, you know, we say what I've heard here tonight,
  


 8   you know.  Let's deplete whatever is on land.  There is
  


 9   ANWR.  There is all different other places here in the --
  


10   or the Lower 48, I should say, that there might be
  


11   potential for oil.  Canada, even.
  


12             We are so dependent on trying to provide our own
  


13   United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know,
  


14   producing our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we
  


15   still order from, you know, other different countries.
  


16   And now we have a small version of, you know, oil
  


17   producing at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably,
  


18   what, 15 percent of the United States consuming oil.
  


19             That's another thing.  I like the idea of, you
  


20   know, renewable energy, you know.  We are in the 21st
  


21   century.  Why can't we produce something to -- that will
  


22   be renewable, something that we can use to run our
  


23   generators, run our snowmachines, run our boats?  We have
  


24   technology out there.
  


25             It's like Warren said, let's use that money to
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 1   try and find something that we can renew every -- even if
  


 2   we have -- you know, we have cell phones.  We have
  


 3   cameras.  We have, you know, renewable, rechargeable
  


 4   batteries.  Why can't we do something to substitute fossil
  


 5   fuels?
  


 6             Someday we are going to run out.  That's why we
  


 7   need the technology to recognize and figure out what we
  


 8   can use to renew our way that we are so used to.
  


 9             When we first came here, you know, we had to go
  


10   find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our homes.  We had
  


11   to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a
  


12   little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.
  


13   You know, we are accustomed to it.  It was introduced to
  


14   us.
  


15             Now, you know, with the technology we have
  


16   today, I'm sure that, you know, scientists -- you know,
  


17   somebody will come up with something that we can use
  


18   rather than it will be there forever.  Maybe someday our
  


19   skies will start turning darker blue than what we see now.
  


20             And I think the last thing I was going to talk
  


21   about was what are we going to do if -- if this
  


22   exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case
  


23   scenario of large oil spill.  We don't have the capability
  


24   of having staging areas for booms, for vessels.  Closest
  


25   one is, what, Kodiak.  Or Prudhoe Bay.  They have a small
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 1   one, but not enough to contain what may have happened like
  


 2   in Prince William Sound or the Gulf of Mexico.  Where are
  


 3   we going to stage it?
  


 4             I go out one day and start seeing big containers
  


 5   of boom, big, you know, boats out there.  We have like
  


 6   six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and
  


 7   every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of
  


 8   every summer.  We utilize almost every one of them.  You
  


 9   know, where are we going to -- might take four or five
  


10   days before we finally reach or they finally reach with
  


11   adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.
  


12             Sure, Shell said that they are going to have
  


13   boom close enough on their different ships.  They are
  


14   going to have boom.  But what if it's bigger than the
  


15   Exxon/Mobile [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big
  


16   as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico?  They don't have
  


17   enough containment booms to take care of the oil spill.
  


18   Where are we going to stay?  Take four or five days for,
  


19   you know, a ship to come up with enough containment.
  


20             I heard somebody say, what about the oil under
  


21   the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.
  


22   We have a lot of moving ice out there.  We have a lot of
  


23   underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on
  


24   the surface of the ice.  You know, who knows where it's
  


25   going to go?  Oil companies say, yes, we have the
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 1   technology on how to do it.  But how are they going to do
  


 2   it underneath the ice?  Oil is lighter than water, and it
  


 3   can travel with the current.
  


 4             That's why I said earlier, you know, all the
  


 5   other coastal villages on the west coast of Alaska are
  


 6   going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing,
  


 7   tar balls being washed ashore.  I heard about plankton,
  


 8   the micro-organisms.  It's going to domino effect to --
  


 9   from micro-organisms to the bowhead.  It will do that,
  


10   like I said again earlier, we lose everything.  We lose
  


11   our way of life.  Like what I heard from Sophie, we lose
  


12   our identity.  We lose our identity because we take care
  


13   of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us.  We need to
  


14   take care of the ocean.  If we lose that, you know, we
  


15   lose our identity.  We are going to have to live off the
  


16   land.
  


17             A lot of people -- we need different foods.  We
  


18   get tired of hamburger, pizza.  That gets monotonous.
  


19   Getting tired of this land-based food or McDonald's or
  


20   Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever.  It gets old.  We
  


21   need something different in our diet.  That's where the
  


22   ocean comes in.  If we lose our ocean, we lose everything.
  


23             And I hope that Mr. Salazar will hear our voice,
  


24   understand what is going to happen if we have an oil
  


25   spill.  I hope he understands that traditional knowledge
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 1   that has been passed on to us from generation to
  


 2   generation by word of mouth.  If he hears that, I hope,
  


 3   you know, he does not make this a reality because we are
  


 4   the ones that are going to lose.  We are the ones that are
  


 5   going to lose.  We are going to be going to the store.  We
  


 6   are going to be going inland.
  


 7             But yet, you know, we have currents that go up,
  


 8   or rivers from the ocean.  Can go at least maybe 15 miles
  


 9   inland before we, you know, when I first moved here, we
  


10   had to go inland to get fresh water.  Sometimes we had to
  


11   travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the
  


12   water, still a little salty.  We have to go further up.
  


13   You know, if we don't have containment booms, we have
  


14   currents that go inland from the ocean, it's going to
  


15   affect whatever animals that we have in land, too.  That's
  


16   a scary thought.
  


17             But those -- like I said when I first started
  


18   speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see
  


19   our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when
  


20   I'm talking about.  I just hope that Mr. Salazar will make
  


21   the right decision so we can pass the traditional
  


22   knowledge that has been passed on to us to our children,
  


23   our grandchildren, and hope they also pass their knowledge
  


24   that they learned from us to continue to do the things
  


25   that we have enjoyed here in the small village.  That way
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 1   they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you
  


 2   know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years
  


 3   and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.
  


 4             Change of diet, change of food.  Once in a while
  


 5   we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the land
  


 6   and off the ocean, you know.  That is what we use the
  


 7   most.  There is natural resources, the natural foods, that
  


 8   has been provided by -- we don't over harvest.  We
  


 9   don't -- waste anything.
  


10             So you know, I hope Mr. Salazar hears our
  


11   testimonies, not only from this village, but any other
  


12   villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are
  


13   talking about.  I hope that Mr. Salazar makes the right
  


14   decision.  Thank you.
  


15                   MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  This is Sophie Henry
  


16   again.  Just to add on kind of what Willard was just
  


17   saying, but from my experience -- I moved up here nine
  


18   years ago.  And nine years ago when I came up here, there
  


19   was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.
  


20   We had to chase them off of the runway for the plane to
  


21   land.  I mean, it was overloaded with caribou.
  


22             And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coal
  


23   mine and they started having a helicopter, and traffic
  


24   went back and forth.  Well, that -- you know, that changed
  


25   the migration of the caribou, so that pretty much robbed
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 1   our community of harvesting those caribou.  Well, now,
  


 2   Washington or Shell Oil or whoever wants to, they want to
  


 3   drill out here in our ocean.
  


 4             Well, if they change the migration of our
  


 5   whales, all our mammals, you know, we might never get to
  


 6   hunt that again.  They may never come back up here.  We
  


 7   may never see them.  We may never -- we might not ever get
  


 8   to eat any of that food again.  So they are pretty much
  


 9   put in like a teetertotter.  Yeah, it's a good thing for
  


10   them to -- you know, for Alaska, I guess you should say,
  


11   to drill for the money, but they rob us of our food and
  


12   our way of life and our tradition, you know.
  


13             And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they
  


14   are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and
  


15   pray that they listen to the communities and, you know,
  


16   give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and
  


17   the way our ancestors lived.  And hopefully, you know, we
  


18   see the other side where we can, you know, continue to
  


19   live this way and not get robbed of our mammals.  You
  


20   know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition
  


21   and our way of life.  It would just be nice for once our
  


22   voices get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just,
  


23   you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would
  


24   be a lot better than offshore, I should say.  But that's
  


25   all.
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 1                   MR. WILLIAM TRACEY, JR.:  William Tracey,
  


 2   Junior.  Inupiat name is Aqpaaqtuaq, named after my aaka,
  


 3   grandmother Dorcus Neakok.  I was born in Barrow, raised
  


 4   here in Point Lay all my life.  Went hunting.  I almost
  


 5   lived like a nomadic life when I was a kid with my
  


 6   grandparents.  We would travel up and down the coast by
  


 7   boat.  Warren Lampe could attest to this.  He was there
  


 8   for a lot of it, also.
  


 9             We traveled by boat.  We lived in a tent.  And
  


10   what we caught was our dinner, our lunch, our breakfast;
  


11   bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks,
  


12   eggs, fish.  And we would hunt these animals, get our
  


13   fill, come back here, put them in the cellar and do it all
  


14   over again, camping up and down the coast from Icy Cape to
  


15   Kutchiaq.
  


16             Wintertime we would continue that.  We would go
  


17   to land into it ice fishing and caribou hunting.  During
  


18   the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too
  


19   hot or too many mosquitoes to butcher the caribou.  We
  


20   would load the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and
  


21   find a piece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the
  


22   ice.  This would be June, July, all the way in August we
  


23   would have floating ice.  We don't see that too much
  


24   anymore.
  


25             Now, I grew up hunting beluga and walrus, and
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 1   noise pollution is a big thing when it comes to beluga.
  


 2   Learning from our mistakes, we banned the use of ATVs on
  


 3   the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise
  


 4   from the ATV will carry into the water and scare the
  


 5   beluga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to
  


 6   herd the beluga.  And we also banned any aircraft flying
  


 7   over the ocean or the lagoon during this time of the
  


 8   season because the noise of the plane will scare the
  


 9   beluga out and away.  So we have our president out with
  


10   Era Aviation to stay away from our hunting areas for
  


11   beluga.
  


12             I hear a lot of people saying the ocean and land
  


13   is like our garden.  I don't know how many people in the
  


14   U.S. have a garden anymore.  More and more people are used
  


15   to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway.  I like to look at it
  


16   this way:  The land is my Safeway, and the ocean is my
  


17   Sam's Club.  I get all my bulk foods from the ocean, and I
  


18   get my canned goods and baked goods from the land.  Just
  


19   another way to understand how we use our land and water.
  


20             People talk about the ocean getting polluted if
  


21   there is an oil spill, all the animals and vegetation in
  


22   the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the
  


23   waters surrounding the spill.  We see it on TV.  Every
  


24   time there is a spill, they are cleaning animals.  I don't
  


25   know how it would look if you see some people dressed up
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 1   in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a
  


 2   walrus, even caribou.
  


 3             If the lagoon got contaminated with oil, our
  


 4   whole entire Western Arctic herd uses our lagoon to get
  


 5   away from the heat and the mosquitoes.  You will see the
  


 6   entire herd sitting in the lagoon.  They will cross the
  


 7   lagoon and walk on the spit where there is less mosquitoes
  


 8   and more wind.  They will cross the inlets in whole herds.
  


 9   And I couldn't even imagine losing that whole herd of
  


10   caribou, a catastrophe like that would happen.
  


11             So thank you.  Good evening.
  


12                   MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Hi.  This is Marie
  


13   Tracey again.  Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you
  


14   are listening -- and I'm sure you have listened to all of
  


15   us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it
  


16   may affect our life, our food chain.  And I would like you
  


17   to please be our hero.  We will be waiting for your
  


18   comment on what we have said from our little Native
  


19   Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government.  And I'm
  


20   so happy to be talking to you.  I sure wish you could talk
  


21   back to me right now, but be our hero.
  


22             Thank you for listening to us and sending these
  


23   people here to Point Lay.  They are getting bit by
  


24   mosquitoes, but I'm sure they don't mind.  Good evening.
  


25                   MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam.  Folks
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 1   have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how
  


 2   important the ocean and the land is.  And so I'm not going
  


 3   to add much to that.  I don't think that's kind of the
  


 4   role for my voice, anyway.
  


 5             But I would like to say a couple more things
  


 6   specifically about the EIS and the ways that I think it --
  


 7   the agency should re-evaluate, redo the EIS between the
  


 8   draft stage here and the final stage.
  


 9             The first thing is lots of folks have talked
  


10   about the need for information and that there is more
  


11   information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.
  


12   However, it's also true that we need to use the
  


13   information that's at hand correctly.
  


14             And so, for an example, on page 106 under the
  


15   section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas
  


16   production, it says, gray whales, bowhead whales and
  


17   humpback whales have been shown to -- "that received
  


18   levels of impulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to
  


19   cause avoid avoidance behavior."  And this is just not
  


20   true.  The bowheads are actually much more sensitive to
  


21   sound.  And the available literature says they avoid
  


22   received levels of industrial sound oftentimes down to 120
  


23   dB.  So the statement here is misleading at best, and
  


24   please make sure that the right information is used to
  


25   evaluate what the potential impacts are from the
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 1   activities under the EIS.
  


 2             Mitigation measures, there is a section in here
  


 3   that's not very thorough, and it references back to the
  


 4   original 193 EIS.  And there are some things that have
  


 5   been said today that I would like to reemphasize that the
  


 6   agency needs to consider as mitigation measures.
  


 7             Zero discharge is one of them.  Shell has agreed
  


 8   to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't
  


 9   agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea.  And that
  


10   should be a standard mitigation for both areas.  Certainly
  


11   some discharge occurs early on in the topple, but muds and
  


12   cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those
  


13   types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean
  


14   because it's people's gardens or Sam's Clubs, or whatever
  


15   it might be.  So zero discharge is a best available
  


16   technology that Norway implements and should be
  


17   implemented here, as well.
  


18             Many times beluga hunters here in Point Lay in
  


19   the past have told me they don't want any industrial
  


20   activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or
  


21   until the beluga hunt has occurred.  So that should be a
  


22   standard mitigation to protect the beluga hunting here in
  


23   Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the belugas
  


24   themselves.
  


25             No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after
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 1   the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of
  


 2   July.  Folks have talked about walruses and seals hauling
  


 3   out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.
  


 4   Mitigation measures need to be in place to make sure that
  


 5   those walruses aren't disturbed, that stampedes aren't
  


 6   occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane
  


 7   traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas.  Lots
  


 8   of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea.  They need to be
  


 9   protected from oil spills especially, but also from
  


10   colliding with ships.  So the appropriate lighting needs
  


11   to be a standard mitigation measure in the EIS.
  


12             In the fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are
  


13   starting to hunt bowhead whales.  The ice in the
  


14   springtime isn't as good as it used to be.  So it's harder
  


15   for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring.  So
  


16   Wainwright is an example.  They hunted a bowhead last fall
  


17   for the first time in a long, long, long time.  Point Lay
  


18   has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.
  


19             So there needs to be a closing date or a window
  


20   when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in
  


21   order to allow for bowheads to be available to the
  


22   communities here for hunting.
  


23             Many people have talked about oil spills, and I
  


24   don't need to go into that too much more, although I would
  


25   like to add one thing.  The Deepwater Horizon incident
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 1   showed that oil companies aren't prepared to respond to a
  


 2   large oil spill, even though they say they are.  In
  


 3   reality, things just don't work the way they would like
  


 4   to.
  


 5             I think the same is true here for the Arctic.  I
  


 6   think if oil companies are allowed to drill -- or before
  


 7   they are allowed to drill, they should demonstrate their
  


 8   ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water
  


 9   seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered
  


10   season.  So more emphasis needs to be put on the ability
  


11   of companies to respond to an oil spill showing that they
  


12   can clean it up.
  


13             I'm pleased that BOEMRE decided to evaluate the
  


14   impacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  And
  


15   there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to
  


16   respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to
  


17   respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that
  


18   matter.  We don't know a lot about the surface -- water
  


19   circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's
  


20   really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or
  


21   the fate of spilled oil.  What beaches might it end up on?
  


22   And that information will help for deploying oil spill
  


23   cleanup equipment before an accident happens.
  


24             I know that your agency, Jim, is trying to
  


25   gather some of that information, but a lot more is needed
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 1   before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work
  


 2   out there.
  


 3             The issue of dispersants and how the dispersants
  


 4   themselves affect the animals, the plants and mammals in
  


 5   the ocean is needed.  And are dispersants actually better
  


 6   than just letting the oil be out there by itself?  These
  


 7   are really important questions that remain to be answered.
  


 8   And if people are going to dump dispersants on the oil but
  


 9   it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be
  


10   considered.  So we need more information before we try to
  


11   use things like dispersants.
  


12             And finally, I wanted to make a comments on
  


13   cumulative impacts.  The revised EIS has about 13 pages
  


14   related to cumulative impacts.  And unfortunately, that's
  


15   not sufficient, and unfortunately the cumulative impact
  


16   section doesn't even include evaluation of what a large
  


17   oil spill might -- how that might contribute to cumulative
  


18   impacts.
  


19             So even though the judge didn't tell you to
  


20   evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been evaluated
  


21   in the cumulative impact section, as well.  And I think
  


22   that should change between now and the final EIS.
  


23             That assessment, the cumulative impacts
  


24   assessment section, is also not sufficient because it
  


25   doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are
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 1   foreseeable, that are known.  There is oil and gas
  


 2   activities that are going on in both places.  I know that
  


 3   Russia has seismic shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this
  


 4   year.  Why isn't that considered in the EIS?  If I know
  


 5   it, certainly the federal government knows it.
  


 6             So please make sure that the cumulative impact
  


 7   section is comprehensive and does include all of the
  


 8   foreseeable activities that are occurring.  And those
  


 9   activities need to include areas where the animals that
  


10   occur here, where they go to.  And that includes Russian
  


11   waters and the Bering Sea.
  


12             And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in
  


13   Japan earlier this year, and a nuclear power plant has
  


14   leaked radiation, and we have received lots of calls
  


15   suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be
  


16   impacting the subsistence resources.  And so my suspicion
  


17   is that radioactive impacts to resources up here is
  


18   probably minimal, but I think it needs to be evaluated,
  


19   especially in the cumulative impacts section.  Monitoring
  


20   needs to occur, and that needs to be evaluated.
  


21             And then one final statement on monitoring
  


22   that's in the mitigation section.  There is a statement
  


23   that oil companies need to do resource-based monitoring.
  


24   They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.
  


25   And I think that the agency needs to require that the data
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 1   that the oil companies collect on environmental issues,
  


 2   not from what's happening in the drilling or what's
  


 3   happening -- or the data they get back from the seismic
  


 4   exploration, but the environmental data needs to be
  


 5   publicly available.  They are using a public resource, and
  


 6   all that information needs to be available for the public
  


 7   to evaluate, as well.
  


 8             Thank you again for hanging in here late into
  


 9   the evening and for taking comments from me and other
  


10   folks.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are not done yet.
  


12   Don't go away.  Back here.  Anyone?
  


13                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Before I go, I have one
  


14   more before I go.  Nathan Henry, again, before I leave.
  


15   Let's see.  I think that oil spill was in Louisiana
  


16   somewhere.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that --
  


17   nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill,
  


18   probably.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that there was
  


19   going to be an oil spill, I'm sure somebody would have
  


20   went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- I shouldn't
  


21   say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them.
  


22   I'm pretty sure that people would have went to the ocean
  


23   and got as much as sea life as they could possibly get and
  


24   store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.
  


25             And we don't know if there is going to be an oil
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 1   spill out there or not.  Should we go out there and
  


 2   slaughter the animals, the sea life before the oil does
  


 3   or -- we don't know.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  Thank
  


 5   you, Nathan.
  


 6                   MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for
  


 7   the record.  I heard a lot of good testimonies in just a
  


 8   short few hours.  And I just want to let everybody know
  


 9   that I keep hearing we, we, we.  And when I hear that word
  


10   we, we are talking about everybody, not just the Arctic.
  


11   We are talking about the United States, our nation.  And
  


12   just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up
  


13   here, it goes around the globe.  So if we have an oil
  


14   spill up here, it's not only going to affect us.  It's
  


15   going to affect wherever that current is going.
  


16             And I believe that, you know, God helps those
  


17   who helps themselves.  So help us help you.  Let's work
  


18   together.  We are united -- what's that word united means?
  


19   We are as one.  So let us be a stepping stone.  We are in
  


20   control.  This is our nation.  We work together, and by
  


21   saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in
  


22   control.
  


23             Just like I mentioned earlier, let's keep
  


24   drilling on land.  Let's deplete the oil on land before we
  


25   even consider drilling offshore.  You know, just take the
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 1   Gulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in
  


 2   the ocean as we speak.  And we have a spill out here, we
  


 3   are going to -- we are going to modify that spill.
  


 4             So I just want to let who is going to decide to
  


 5   lease that sale, I want to let them people know that, you
  


 6   know, it's not only going to affect the people of the
  


 7   Arctic; it's going to affect them, too.
  


 8             And I encourage to be against offshore drilling,
  


 9   especially up here in the Arctic.  In that way we may
  


10   encourage industries to look into conservation.  Conserve.
  


11   Quit making our motors eat gas.  Make them smaller.  We
  


12   are going the wrong direction.  Just like Willard was
  


13   mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our
  


14   fossil fuels.
  


15             There was another testimony about using natural
  


16   energy.  I believe that just by making this decision and
  


17   not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole
  


18   nation, everybody.  And I just want to let whoever is
  


19   going to decide to do the lease know that you are going to
  


20   affect not only us.  You are going to affect everybody;
  


21   the whole nation, the whole world.  And I just want to
  


22   see -- I don't want to see offshore drilling.  I don't
  


23   want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through.  And I want to
  


24   see conservation.  You are doing this nation a favor.  You
  


25   are going to help us learn to conserve.
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 1             I mean, take, for example, our Inupiat values:
  


 2   Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, helping each other.
  


 3   Just like one testimony, talk to farmers.  Don't shut them
  


 4   down.  By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil
  


 5   industries to drill where they want to drill.  Who is in
  


 6   control, fossil fuel hunters or the farmers?  We are all
  


 7   farmers here.  Native peoples in the Arctic, we are
  


 8   farmers.
  


 9             Just like one fellow mentioned, the ocean is our
  


10   garden.  You know, just look at it that way.  So we have
  


11   an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our
  


12   garden and it's going to ruin our nation.  We are -- we
  


13   the people, we are in control.  Who is in control?  We
  


14   are, not the oil industry.  So please do not drill
  


15   offshore.
  


16             And I hate to admit I am a former oil company
  


17   employee.  And I have seen directional drilling.  Take
  


18   that into consideration.  Keep the -- keep the rig on land
  


19   and let them direct their drill to the oil, not -- not put
  


20   ships in the water.  Take that into consideration.
  


21             Thank you.
  


22                   MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Delbert Rexford, for
  


23   the record.  I'd like to echo many of the concerns that
  


24   have happened.  I'd just like to add that when -- what's
  


25   your name, sir?
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 1                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jim Kendall.
  


 2                   MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Jim, when you talk
  


 3   about 35 years of testimony, I had the privilege of being
  


 4   a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on
  


 5   over the years.  And one particular Elder was so
  


 6   frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since
  


 7   the discovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay.  He said --
  


 8   he told me to translate this.  (Inupiaq.)  It is time to
  


 9   kick those regulators and agency people in the butt.  I
  


10   couldn't find the heart to translate that.  But he said
  


11   translate it.
  


12             And this is the frustration of 35 years of
  


13   repeating our testimony, of repeating our concerns, of
  


14   repeating protecting our way of life.  And when you talk
  


15   about cumulative effects, you are not even considering the
  


16   fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin.
  


17   Cruise ships coming through Barrow, through Davis Strait
  


18   and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side,
  


19   estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian
  


20   side in the name of international trade and cargo
  


21   delivery.
  


22             All these cumulative effects are not even
  


23   included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease
  


24   Sale 193.  And the amount of sewage or debris that may be
  


25   disposed of into the sea.  And as Danny stated, all these
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 1   currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm
  


 2   Gulf stream or the Pacific stream, or the Bering Sea, the
  


 3   Arctic Ocean.
  


 4             Greenland is proposing to go offshore.  The U.S.
  


 5   Coast Guard has already identified hundreds and thousands
  


 6   of vessels over the years that will go through the
  


 7   Northwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering
  


 8   Straits in the name of trade and cargo.  Yet, Lease Sale
  


 9   193 is right on the migration path of the bowhead whale.
  


10             I don't know if you receive any of John Citta's
  


11   e-mails, but you should -- you should -- I think it's
  


12   right smack in the middle of it.  When we had our Barrow
  


13   whaling captain's association meeting, right there.  The
  


14   Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission opposed the offshore
  


15   development of Lease Sale 193 because of that very
  


16   concern; not only that, noise pollution.
  


17             University of Miami 20 years ago proved that a
  


18   marine mammal can hear 100 miles away.  And when -- when
  


19   then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nelson Lagoon, we had to
  


20   travel 80 miles to catch whales because of just the
  


21   generator running.  No exploration activity, no drilling.
  


22   Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson
  


23   Lagoon.  Eighty miles away we catch our whales.  And by
  


24   the time we took the whales into Barrow, they were
  


25   spoiled.
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 1             Is this what we can look forward to in the
  


 2   future?  Do we have to travel further to catch whales in
  


 3   the fall time and tow them in and the meat is no good by
  


 4   the time we get them to shore?  That's not what we want.
  


 5   What we want is from our country, from our nation.
  


 6             From Secretary Salazar what we want is the
  


 7   assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the
  


 8   ecosystem, the food chain will be all protected.  Willard
  


 9   so eloquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the
  


10   mussel beds on the shoal.  Critical habitat.
  


11             When then MMS decided to have the NPRA lease
  


12   sale -- this is shocking.  When they proposed to have the
  


13   NPRA northwest lease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon
  


14   from Wainwright all the way to Icy Cape was critical
  


15   habitat.  Oh, just a minute.  It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.
  


16   It goes all the way to Kutchiaq, 100 miles of it.
  


17             So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of
  


18   lagoon that is considered critical habitat in their
  


19   previous lease sales within NPRA?  Are they going to
  


20   determine the entire 100 miles of lagoon critical habitat?
  


21   That needs to be considered seriously.
  


22             A lot of things have been said, but they have
  


23   been said from the heart because of the concern for our
  


24   garden, our air, land and sea.  Unlike any other
  


25   industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.
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 1   But you take a look at the cumulative effects in Nuiqsut,
  


 2   surrounded by oil and gas industry.  The traditional land
  


 3   use areas haven't been impacted.  Now they go as far close
  


 4   to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were
  


 5   accustomed to harvesting within close proximity to
  


 6   Nuiqsut.
  


 7             Is this what we can look forward to in the event
  


 8   that Lease Sale 193 does occur?  Marine traffic increases,
  


 9   marine vessels increases, air traffic in the name of
  


10   helicopter or other support, airborne traffic increases.
  


11             BHP alone affected the caribou here in Point Lay
  


12   when they did a short little study.  That's common
  


13   knowledge in the community.  And these are concerns that
  


14   we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in
  


15   Wainwright, and elsewhere.
  


16             I do believe that as people, my fellow tribal
  


17   members as a tribal council member with the Inupiat
  


18   Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about
  


19   airborne pollutants, things that are emitted into the air.
  


20   And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, it's
  


21   cold and then so they drop into the water.  So they become
  


22   waterborne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of
  


23   the ocean.  Is this something that our future generations
  


24   will have to live with?
  


25             I think when you talk about cumulative effects,
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 1   you need to look at what the Coast Guard is saying as they
  


 2   work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are
  


 3   looking at Nome or other areas in Alaska for a deep port
  


 4   so that maritime vessels can even increase right through
  


 5   the migration, right through our ocean.
  


 6             These are cumulative effects that need to be
  


 7   weighed and considered; not just the lease sale itself,
  


 8   but all of these cumulative effects.  You are talking
  


 9   about increased emissions, carbon dioxide, carbon
  


10   monoxide, other pollutants into the atmosphere.
  


11             They have likened the Arctic to a canary in a
  


12   mine, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive.  And
  


13   this is a beluga harvesting community.  It's a whaling
  


14   community.  So when Salazar weighs these things, are we
  


15   another Amazon?  Are we another Indian tribe in the
  


16   statistic in the future?  Are we like our Native American
  


17   Indian brothers and sisters whose lands have been
  


18   exploited, whose lands have been taken in the name of
  


19   resource development?  Is this what we look forward to for
  


20   future generations?
  


21             Look at the cumulative effects.  We know that
  


22   Holland, Princess and all these cruise ships -- I don't
  


23   know how many people go into that cruise ship, but I'd
  


24   imagine 500.  I don't know.  But that's a lot of waste
  


25   that also goes into the waters.  And the United States is
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 1   working with Canada to make sure that those maritime
  


 2   routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our
  


 3   subsistence way of life, also.
  


 4             But I'd like to thank the community of Point
  


 5   Lay, you know.  I love to visit Point Lay because I get a
  


 6   chance to go beluga hunting, have some fresh muktuk, visit
  


 7   with family and friends.
  


 8             Just like Barrow.  I mean, Barrow is just right
  


 9   on -- right on the same route that this thing is going to
  


10   hit.  It's one current, three currents.  Going north,
  


11   going south, as Willard stated, currents underneath.
  


12   Because what we do during the whaling season is that we
  


13   drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice.  We go 10,
  


14   20 fathoms to see which way the current is coming and
  


15   going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.
  


16             It's not just the surface current that Robert
  


17   alluded to earlier.  It's also the current the undertow
  


18   that is there.  And if globs of oil go to that current,
  


19   how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean
  


20   it up?  We don't -- we don't hear any answers from the
  


21   industry.
  


22             But my late father worked hard to protect the
  


23   bowhead whale and make sure that we continue to harvest
  


24   the bowhead whale.  And I think for those of us that are
  


25   whalers, we continue to do so because it is our way of
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 1   life.  It is our tradition, our cultural heritage.  That
  


 2   is far richer than any cow or any chicken can be valued.
  


 3   Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products
  


 4   reap the benefits, but it's not the same.  There is no
  


 5   spirituality linked with it.
  


 6             Like when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whale,
  


 7   when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner
  


 8   satisfaction that you feel whole as a person.  It's not
  


 9   the same with hamburger.  It's not the same with chicken.
  


10             But thank you for coming.  I always feel at home
  


11   in Point Lay, and this is the most beautiful season of the
  


12   year.  You are here when something very beautiful happens.
  


13   And thank you for coming.  I do hope Salazar listens, that
  


14   it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the
  


15   interest of national security or national interest.
  


16             But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian
  


17   tribe, overwritten, discarded and homeless.  We don't want
  


18   to be that because this is our home.
  


19             Thank you.
  


20                   MS. MARJORIE PIKOK LONG:  Hi.  My name is
  


21   Marjorie Pikok Long.  I agree with Delbert.  He said like
  


22   35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for
  


23   something.  That was 35 years ago that this is still going
  


24   on.  I was seven years old.  And now it's happening now.
  


25   I'm 42, and I have to speak for my kids because he
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 1   spoke -- his parents spoke for him.  I'm against the
  


 2   proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling.  He's
  


 3   right.  We can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know,
  


 4   animals like down states can do.  What we get is from the
  


 5   ocean.  It comes by itself naturally.  It's the nature of
  


 6   life.  We don't go and find it.  It comes to us.  And we
  


 7   need that.  It's like the beluga harvest is only once a
  


 8   year.
  


 9             And just that once a year it's a joyful thing
  


10   because we barter the food that we get from the beluga.
  


11   Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our
  


12   muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other
  


13   villages that got the whale.  But now that we've got the
  


14   quota to get the whale meat, now you guys want to go out
  


15   and go offshore drilling.  You guys might as well take
  


16   away our hunting for the whale.
  


17             And I don't want to see that because my boy,
  


18   he's 19.  He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is
  


19   about because it's being passed on not just from our
  


20   village, but people from other villages that do whale,
  


21   they come and help us to teach our kids and the villagers
  


22   how to get a whale.  And I hate to see that gone, too,
  


23   because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the
  


24   food they provide us.  They provided us with the food and
  


25   everything, not just our Elders use it for medicine.  Our
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 1   kids, they get sick, the medicine that we get from the
  


 2   clinic doesn't help.
  


 3             The oils, sometimes the mothers rub it on their
  


 4   kids' chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk,
  


 5   nuvuk.  I don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something
  


 6   that's, you know, something that's not good to have when
  


 7   you are sick.  And the oil that's used to help loosen up
  


 8   the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they
  


 9   feed them a teaspoon full of that, too.  And that helps
  


10   those kids get better because the medicine doesn't work at
  


11   the clinic.  And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's
  


12   hard to get medicine out here, too.  It's hard to get
  


13   anything out here to the Bush area.
  


14             It took two weeks just for a loaf of bread to
  


15   finally come to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks
  


16   sometimes just for hamburger meat to come to Point Lay.
  


17   We can't afford a $520 trip from here to Barrow to go from
  


18   here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our income
  


19   alone.  Sometimes our income alone doesn't make it through
  


20   the whole two weeks to buy our groceries.  We have to live
  


21   off the food that we have.
  


22             So our kids are not just being raised by the
  


23   weight of the -- how they are being raised right now with
  


24   the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but
  


25   they are also being taught with our culture.  So we're
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 1   still trying to adapt to their way and our way.  And it's
  


 2   not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different
  


 3   cultures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us
  


 4   grow up just being people and not to have to worry about
  


 5   food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to
  


 6   worry about buying gas.  You didn't have to buy a bullet.
  


 7   But now we have to adapt to this.
  


 8             You guys have given us all these privileges that
  


 9   you guys do, like the whaling.  We finally got a quota for
  


10   the whaling.  We had to fight for it.  I mean, our Elders
  


11   didn't have to do that then.  They went out and got a
  


12   whale.
  


13             And it's harder for us to see our kids have to
  


14   grow up this way.  I know for me it is.  I'm speaking for
  


15   my baby in my stomach right now.  I want my baby to grow
  


16   up to do what I did, to be able to eat what I'm eating and
  


17   not have to, you know, come to these kind of meetings to
  


18   be the voice.
  


19             You know, it should be stopped.  Just, you know,
  


20   stop it.  Somebody has got to stop it for us because we
  


21   may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the
  


22   power to stop it.  And I hope somebody out there steps up
  


23   to it, you know.  Listen to us.  This is our way of
  


24   living.  Thank you.
  


25                   MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Robert Lisbourne,
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 1   for the record.  We say no to offshore drilling.  We will
  


 2   continue to say no.  So if the government goes out and do
  


 3   this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing
  


 4   from us.  What would happen if I stole something from the
  


 5   government?  I go to jail, right?  We have no authority to
  


 6   do that to the government.
  


 7             So this is very serious.  It is our land.  We
  


 8   will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for
  


 9   thousands of years.  So I'm just saying if they go out
  


10   there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill,
  


11   there goes our food.  That's our land.  No more use for
  


12   our land.  It's stealing from us.  So thank you.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anybody back here?  Is
  


14   it time for a break, a ten-minute break?  I see a couple
  


15   heads shake.  Why don't we take ten minutes, and if people
  


16   want to continue to talk we are going to stay.
  


17              (A break was taken.)
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I think everybody
  


19   is in the room that's sitting down.  And we have gone
  


20   around the room twice, and we want to make sure no one
  


21   leaves feeling that they didn't have their say.  So
  


22   instead of going around the room again, I'm just going to
  


23   ask, who wants the microphone.
  


24                   MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.  Willard
  


25   Neakok, for the record.  I'm not going to speak for the
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 1   lease 193 at this time, but I'm going to speak for another
  


 2   village, which is the village of Nuiqsut.  I know they are
  


 3   going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ocean.
  


 4   And they are surrounded by oil companies on land.  They
  


 5   have to go 30, 40, 50 miles just to go inland to go hunt
  


 6   caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep.  And now they are
  


 7   going to drill on their ocean.
  


 8             They are covered by three sides, east, west, and
  


 9   south.  And now I feel sorry for Nuiqsut for oil companies
  


10   closing their back door to their -- their ocean.  And if
  


11   that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqsut is going
  


12   to be surrounded completely.  They have to go further out
  


13   to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they
  


14   might get.
  


15             We care for each and every one of our villages.
  


16   When we hear somebody hurt, gets hurt in a different
  


17   village, you know, we -- we have our sympathy towards
  


18   them, their families, their friends.  And now their whole
  


19   village is going to be affected by closing their back door
  


20   and start having an oil company out there drilling.  And
  


21   they are a lot -- you know, the lease sale that's
  


22   happening over there is a lot closer than Lease Sale 193.
  


23             You might be able to see that oil rig, drill rig
  


24   out there, that ship, you know.  I just wanted to, you
  


25   know, let Mr. Salazar know that, you know, if they let
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 1   these lease sales happen, the exploratory drilling happen,
  


 2   they are just closing their back door to the Village of
  


 3   Nuiqsut.  Because I don't want to have this happen to them
  


 4   like what's happening now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill
  


 5   rigs all over the place.  And now you are going to have a
  


 6   rig out in the ocean.  Now they are going to have to go
  


 7   further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there might
  


 8   be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a
  


 9   month or so.
  


10             You know, that will cost the oil companies money
  


11   each and every day when they are not drilling.  But they
  


12   got to think of feeding the village for the passion that
  


13   we have of living off the ocean.  I hope that -- you know,
  


14   if anybody goes to Nuiqsut, I hope this is passed on to
  


15   them that another village cares for other people, other
  


16   villages here on the Slope.  We are all related somehow,
  


17   some way.  I have relatives in Nuiqsut.  I have relatives
  


18   in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage,
  


19   whether by family, extended family, by blood, by marriage.
  


20             You know, I just feel sorry if that goes
  


21   through.  And even over here, too, if lease 193 goes.  You
  


22   know, people make decisions in the Lower 48.  Like someone
  


23   said, they don't care what happens up here.  We care what
  


24   happens down there with all the storms, all the oil
  


25   spills, you know.  You know, it affects us, too,
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 1   spiritually, mentally.  I hope it doesn't happen to us,
  


 2   you know.  I would say that I'd hate to be those people
  


 3   going through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.
  


 4             I hope there is a lot of compassion out there to
  


 5   say I hope that, you know, the lease sale doesn't go
  


 6   through and it's been approved for oil to be explored,
  


 7   drilling because, you know, like I said, we care for each
  


 8   other.  We are supposed to care for each other.  You know,
  


 9   we send money to different parts of the world, you know,
  


10   in case a natural disaster happens or what like happened
  


11   in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince William Sound.  We
  


12   don't want it to happen to us.
  


13             And when I wrote my article for the newspaper,
  


14   you know, I don't want to see what could happen to our
  


15   animals, our way of living.  I don't want to see what
  


16   happened down there happen to us up here.  You know, we
  


17   have a lot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea.  We have
  


18   a lot of crabbing.  We have, you know, walrus, marine
  


19   mammals that are going to be affected, not only here on
  


20   the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia,
  


21   Greenland, Norway, currents that not only goes through the
  


22   Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, Chukotka,
  


23   all different countries if an oil spill like what happened
  


24   in the Gulf of Mexico.
  


25             But most of all, you know, if the other lease
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 1   sale in the Arctic Ocean happens, you know, the Village of
  


 2   Nuiqsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting
  


 3   a back door on them.  I don't want to see that happen.
  


 4   You know, I care for everybody here on this earth.
  


 5             So I'm grateful that folks came here and get our
  


 6   testimonies.  And hopefully Mr. Salazar, like I said,
  


 7   makes the right decision to where we can live our way of
  


 8   life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do,
  


 9   what we hunt and share.
  


10             If you look at all these pictures here on the
  


11   wall, you know, we have spirituality over here.  We have
  


12   togetherness on the other one.  And all these pictures
  


13   behind you, you can see the smiles on the children's
  


14   faces.  Over here, you know, we have old pictures,
  


15   '50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that
  


16   passed on their knowledge on how to take care of the
  


17   ocean.  We have a picture here of us whaling, not only us,
  


18   but different other villages along the coast, all up and
  


19   down the west coast of Alaska down to King Island.
  


20             You know, if we let the oil companies come and
  


21   drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it
  


22   affects those people down there, too.  You can see the
  


23   happiness in the kids.  If we take that away, if we let
  


24   somebody take that away, our heritage, our way of living,
  


25   our animals, we won't see those smiles.
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 1             We will be asking ourselves why -- maybe Mr.
  


 2   Salazar might say, why did I do this, why did I say yes to
  


 3   exploratory drilling.  Now look what happened.  They have
  


 4   no animals.  They can't hunt bowhead.  They can't hunt the
  


 5   beluga.  They can't harvest walrus, seals anymore because
  


 6   I said yes to exploratory drilling.
  


 7             Mr. Salazar has a lot of weight on his shoulders
  


 8   and, I hope he doesn't make it a lot heavier by saying yes
  


 9   to exploratory drilling.
  


10             Thank you.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Willard.
  


12   Anybody else?  I have an open mike.  I'm not going to go
  


13   around and bother everybody.  Is that you, Nathan?
  


14                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Nathan Henry here
  


15   again.  Talking about the oil, maybe scientists should try
  


16   and do a little experiment, like putting oil underground
  


17   and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it
  


18   and see how long will the oil -- see if the oil will keep
  


19   it cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know,
  


20   compare like -- because I think if you take a million
  


21   gallons of oil underground out, it might warm up because
  


22   maybe the oil might be keeping the ground cool.
  


23             And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably
  


24   cause the ground to get warm, and there is a big gap -- I
  


25   think I said that one time.  There is a big gap when they
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 1   empty out the ground from the oil.  There is that big gap.
  


 2   What do they do?  Do they fill it in or leave it empty?
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It fills in.
  


 4                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  By itself?
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Usually with water or
  


 6   salt or something.
  


 7                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  But does that warm that
  


 8   area up?
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't know.
  


10                   MR. NATHAN HENRY:  See, we don't know,
  


11   either.  And it would just be good if, like, scientists go
  


12   and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool
  


13   or the earth cool.  I don't know.  I just thought maybe
  


14   I'd say that.  Good evening.  Quyanaqpak.  Thank you.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I will learn some of the
  


16   words.  Anyone else?  I still have the mike here.  It's in
  


17   my hand.  It's still on.  The battery still works.
  


18                   MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for
  


19   the record.  Prime example is back in the early and
  


20   mid '40s, we had the government stage with radar sites all
  


21   up and down the coast of Alaska and who knows where else.
  


22   And modern technology, state-of-the-art technology, got
  


23   rid of those radars, and it cost the government more money
  


24   to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites.  All
  


25   the mess those radar sites caused.  And just like deja vu.
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 1   You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for
  


 2   oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so much
  


 3   just to clean up a fraction of that oil.  So I hope
  


 4   Mr. Salazar takes that into consideration.
  


 5             Just like Willard was saying he's got lots, lots
  


 6   on his shoulders.  And if that sale passes, it's going to
  


 7   get worse.  So I just hope and pray that he -- he makes
  


 8   the right decision.  And again, I'd like to see the oil
  


 9   industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider
  


10   drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic.  Thank you.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Anyone
  


12   else?  Going once.  You found someone?  Going once?
  


13                   MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for
  


14   the record.  Just to make one quick comment.  I know oil
  


15   means money, more funding, and that's great.  Just
  


16   drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean.  No
  


17   offshore, you know.  More oil, more money.  Let's -- less
  


18   oil, more [indiscernible].  So we need to learn to go back
  


19   to the old ways.  And if we keep going in the direction we
  


20   are now, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are
  


21   just messing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.
  


22   Let's go to natural energy.
  


23             Thank you.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.
  


25   Anyone else?
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 1                   MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Good evening.  Lloyd
  


 2   Pikok.  And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on
  


 3   oil, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a
  


 4   population bigger than Point Lay and there is a population
  


 5   bigger than the North Slope, and their demand for oil is
  


 6   bigger than us wanting to stop it.  And I believe it's not
  


 7   if; it's going to be when they are going to start
  


 8   drilling.
  


 9             And what do you guys have planned for our
  


10   communities to benefit off of this?  You know, if -- the
  


11   way I feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the
  


12   point where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a
  


13   renewable resource to live off of.  And I feel like, you
  


14   know, you guys should have something in position for us,
  


15   you know, like the students and the people that are
  


16   learning here to give us something to learn so that we can
  


17   do it, because we know the environment more than --
  


18             You know, everybody has lived off the
  


19   environment for so long, and I feel that if you guys learn
  


20   and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give
  


21   everybody the proper training, that might end in a safer,
  


22   you know, conclusion than just coming into our backyard
  


23   and start drilling.  You guys should learn to train us and
  


24   give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are
  


25   going to do it and send people from up there.  And find a
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 1   way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are
  


 2   going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just
  


 3   give them that proposal of, you know --
  


 4             Because there are students and people around
  


 5   here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because
  


 6   they know the way their environment is and they know
  


 7   exactly how it works.  And I just want to know how you
  


 8   guys are going to make the communities that you are going
  


 9   to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to
  


10   make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this
  


11   oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just
  


12   going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are
  


13   going to take our land.
  


14             And the oil, if it were to come up and it were
  


15   to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to
  


16   stop it?  That's all I got to say.  Thanks.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's why we keep
  


18   going until everyone has a chance to speak.  Well said.
  


19   Thank you.  Anyone else?  Anyone wants to speak again?
  


20   Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak?  Good comments.
  


21                   MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  This just comes to
  


22   my mind.  I have been thinking about it for a while, you
  


23   know.  The more oil we have, the price of oil goes down.
  


24   And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up.
  


25   And that could help this nation to, you know, start
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 1   conserving, conserve our oil, you know.  I mean, if I'm
  


 2   going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs me $12, I'm
  


 3   going to be real careful how I use that gas.
  


 4             Just take into consideration, Mr. Salazar.  More
  


 5   oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same.  Less
  


 6   oil, price goes up.  The more we conserve -- the more we
  


 7   help ourselves, the more we can help the planet.
  


 8             Thank you.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Lloyd,
  


10   right?
  


11                   MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Lloyd Pikok again.  And
  


12   he's talking about conserving our oil, and I think it
  


13   would be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that
  


14   can conserve our oil, you know, to make your dollar go a
  


15   little bit further, you know.  Kind of invest in ways that
  


16   we use oil a whole lot less than when we did before for
  


17   those Toyo stoves and anything.
  


18             You build a better environment for the oil to
  


19   keep going and we will have more oil.  We will have more
  


20   sustainable oil because we know how to use it more
  


21   efficiently.  And I feel like if you guys are going to
  


22   come in and drill, you might as well find a way to use
  


23   this oil a whole lot more sustainable than just, you know,
  


24   burning up half of what you are going to get because I
  


25   know that when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34
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 1   pounds of carbon monoxide.  And that's -- you know, I was
  


 2   taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.
  


 3             And I mean, these houses run at like -- I don't
  


 4   even know how much, but it burns so much oil and that's
  


 5   what's causing us to, you know, look for more is because
  


 6   we are burning more of it.  What if we learn to conserve
  


 7   it in a way, you know, into our building, into our
  


 8   lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of
  


 9   that extra dollar.  You know, we run off that one gallon
  


10   of oil and we make it last as long as five, ten gallons.
  


11             And it would be nice to see if you guys invested
  


12   in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to
  


13   think about, you know, letting this happen.  And we would
  


14   be -- we would feel more, you know, safe.  That would
  


15   cause the thought of drilling oil a whole lot more.  We
  


16   wouldn't need to drill so much oil if we knew how to use
  


17   it if we knew the efficiency of how to produce it and then
  


18   how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just
  


19   burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine
  


20   it and conserve it.
  


21             And that's all I had to say.  Thanks.
  


22                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lloyd.  Well
  


23   said.  Anyone else?
  


24                   MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Leo Ferreira, III,
  


25   for the record.  I guess I have a small, little comment.
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 1   Just a crazy idea that I just thought of since I have been
  


 2   hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we
  


 3   hunt at and what we hunt because I already know -- I
  


 4   already have a feeling that the federal government, they
  


 5   will take our comments and use it to make stipulations and
  


 6   regulations for the gas and oil industry.
  


 7             And I just had a crazy idea that since they are
  


 8   going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if
  


 9   they do find oil -- and they probably might, but we don't
  


10   know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that
  


11   point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the
  


12   federal government should take into consideration because
  


13   every village is unique in their own way.  Kotzebue
  


14   depends on fish.  It's their yearly supply for
  


15   subsistence.  Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale.  And
  


16   Point Lay is unique to the beluga.  And Wainwright could
  


17   be bowhead and walrus and so forth.  So every village
  


18   lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle.  But we
  


19   all depend on the same animals.
  


20             So if we get to past the exploration and get to
  


21   development, I think the federal government should let the
  


22   outlying communities regulate and mandate their own
  


23   wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are
  


24   trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest
  


25   our sea animals from the ocean and from the land, that
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 1   these stipulations should be in place to help us protect
  


 2   our culture.
  


 3             And I hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good
  


 4   idea, I think, that we should get to regulate our own
  


 5   seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we
  


 6   can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a
  


 7   while so we can harvest our beluga.  I think these other
  


 8   villages might want to do other things like they might
  


 9   want a time frame to stop the activity so they can harvest
  


10   their whale when the whales are passing by on their
  


11   migration route.
  


12             That was just an idea.  Thank you.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Leo.  With
  


14   those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's
  


15   comment be the last comments?  Going once.  Going twice.
  


16   You want to get the last comment?
  


17             Good night.  Going three times.  Thank you very,
  


18   very much for hanging in there.  We had a good meeting.
  


19   Good comments.  And we will be back to share.  Thank you
  


20   very, very much.  Have a good night.
  


21              (Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m.)
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 1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
  


 2             I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
  


 3   the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
  


 4             That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
  


 5   me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
  


 6   proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later
  


 7   transcribed under my direction by computer transcription;
  


 8   that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
  


 9   taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have
  


10   I any interest in the outcome of the action herein
  


11   contained.
  


12             IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed
  


13   my hand and affixed my seal this _____ day of
  


14   ______________ 2011.
  


15
  


16                             _________________________
                             MARY A. VAVRIK,


17                             Registered Merit Reporter
                             Notary Public for Alaska


18
  


19             My Commission Expires:  November 5, 2012
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            1    



            2                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Before we do anything 



            4    else, I'd like to start off with a blessing.  And we are 



            5    honored that Willard has agreed to give the blessing for 



            6    us tonight.  



            7               (Blessing offered by Willard Neakok.)



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, 



            9    Willard.  Well, good evening.  Welcome to the public 



           10    hearing for the Revised Draft Supplemental Environment 



           11    Environmental Impact Statement for 193.  That is a 



           12    mouthful.  I'm not going to give you all the details on 



           13    that because we are going to have a little bit of briefing 



           14    on that so that we can start everybody off at the same 



           15    point.  



           16              Now, who are we?  In the last couple of 



           17    meetings, we have had folks stop us almost halfway through 



           18    the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people 



           19    are.  Well, we are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



           20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are a federal 



           21    agency bureau within the Department of Interior.  We are 



           22    the Feds.  We are not the oil and gas industry and we are 



           23    not a nongovernmental organization or an NGO.  Our job is 



           24    to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Outer 



           25    Continental Shelf.  We are unbiased.  That's our job, to 
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            1    be unbiased.  



            2              The whole point of this meeting is to get 



            3    information from this community to help us make a certain 



            4    document better because that document and the material 



            5    that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker.  The 



            6    decisionmaker is the Secretary of the Interior.  He will 



            7    make the decision.  We don't make the decision.  We just 



            8    package up the information that people have to give us.  



            9              Now, my name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the regional 



           10    director for the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.  Carrying that 



           11    chair over there is Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our 



           12    community liaison.  He helps us make contact with the 



           13    communities to make sure your information gets into the 



           14    system.  



           15              Sitting down there is Sharon Warren.  Sharon is 



           16    the project manager for this.  She's the one that has to 



           17    make sure everything works and comes together.  Sitting 



           18    next to her is Michael Routhier.  Michael is the EIS 



           19    coordinator.  He takes all the pieces and puts it together 



           20    from the scientists.  And Scott Blackburn is over there.  



           21    He was taking names.  He is our technical expert and 



           22    technical editor.  His job to is to make sure all the 



           23    information we get from a lot of different people flows.  



           24              All right.  Now, the other person we brought 



           25    with us is extremely important.  And that's Mary Vavrik.  
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            1    Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this 



            2    information down.  And I am breaking one of the cardinal 



            3    rules.  I'm talking too fast.  It's real important that 



            4    Mary gets this down.  So whenever you speak, we are going 



            5    to ask that you say your name, speak slowly and loud 



            6    enough with the microphone that Mary can get it.  All 



            7    right?  



            8              Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to 



            9    open it up for public comment.  And we are going to do it 



           10    a little bit differently.  After we ask if any of our 



           11    Elders would like to make comments or any of the elected 



           12    officials, we are going to keep going around the room.  We 



           13    are going to walk the mike around to every single person 



           14    in the room multiple times so everybody has a chance to 



           15    speak.  You can either pass or make a comment.  But it's 



           16    going to come around again, and you can speak again or 



           17    pass.  We are going to keep doing that until everybody in 



           18    the room feels like they have said everything they need to 



           19    say for us.  Okay.  We don't want anybody leaving this 



           20    room feeling that their voice was not heard.  Okay?  



           21              Now, with that, I'm going to quit talking, which 



           22    I'm real good at.  I never shut up.  And I'm going to pass 



           23    this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are 



           24    here.  



           25                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and thank 
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            1    you for allowing us to come into your community and 



            2    provide this information to you and to get the comments 



            3    from you because it's very important.  



            4              Why are we here today?  We're here because we 



            5    have a specific document that's back on the table.  It's 



            6    the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 



            7    Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193.  And when was the 



            8    lease sale?  The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.  



            9    We did an environmental impact statement in 2007 prior to 



           10    conducting the sale.  There was six companies that bid on 



           11    the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas.  We 



           12    offered 29.3 million acres, and 2.8 million acres was 



           13    leased.  And that was in 2008.  And I know today is 2011.  



           14              So here is what happened.  Days before the lease 



           15    sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the lease sale.  They 



           16    alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EIS to the 



           17    Court did not address the potential environmental impacts 



           18    that was necessary for us to do under the National 



           19    Environmental Policy Act.  



           20              So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EIS 



           21    on most part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns, 



           22    and he wanted those concerns addressed.  



           23              The three issues he wanted to address was, he 



           24    said the agency failed to analyze the environmental 



           25    impacts of natural gas development, even though there was 
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            1    industry interest in the natural gas and even though we, 



            2    in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil companies 



            3    that if they bid on the tract and issued and got a lease, 



            4    that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the 



            5    oil.  So the judge said you didn't look at the 



            6    environmental impact of that part of the process.  



            7              The judge also said that we failed to determine 



            8    whether the missing information identified was relevant to 



            9    the federal regulations.  Part of the litigation that we 



           10    are in, there was an exhibit that was submitted and there 



           11    was pages of quotations out of our document that we said 



           12    we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there 



           13    was unknowns.  So when we had that, there is a regulatory 



           14    process that you must go through to assess and determine.  



           15              The last one is that we failed to determine 



           16    whether the cost of obtaining the information was 



           17    exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown.  So the 



           18    Court told us that we needed to go back, that we couldn't 



           19    do anything more until we went back.  



           20              So what did we do in response to the court 



           21    order?  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact 



           22    statement to address the Court's concerns, and we came out 



           23    here on the draft SEIS back in November.  Some of you may 



           24    have been at that public hearing.  We came back to take a 



           25    look and get your comments on the document.  We did 
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            1    receive over 150,000 comments.  



            2              And I'll turn the mike over to Mike so he can 



            3    tell you what happened next on this.  



            4                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  So as Sharon was 



            5    saying, we received over 150,000 comments on the draft 



            6    SEIS we prepared.  And that's in addition to all the 



            7    public testimony we received going around to all the 



            8    villages and then down in Anchorage.  Many of the comments 



            9    that we received asked the agency to analyze what would 



           10    happen if something went horribly wrong and there was a 



           11    very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  



           12              As you all remember, this is coming on the heels 



           13    of the Deepwater Horizon event.  Everyone has seen those 



           14    images on TV.  It was and is of great concern to people.  



           15    We, as an agency, in reviewing the comments, considered 



           16    what can we do to address some of these concerns, and we 



           17    decided that the best thing to do would be to prepare an 



           18    analysis of the potential environmental effects of a very 



           19    large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  



           20              Now, the term very large oil spill, what does 



           21    that mean?  Well, we have a great group of geologists in 



           22    our office, and we went to them and asked the question, 



           23    what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that 



           24    could possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.  



           25              And so they studied some data, and they 
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            1    basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is 



            2    the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.  



            3    We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our 



            4    wildlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality 



            5    experts.  And they looked at the scenario and then wrote 



            6    analysis on what the potential environmental effects could 



            7    be from such an oil spill.  



            8              It is important to remember that VLOS is a 



            9    hypothetical event.  It's an extreme case.  It's an 



           10    extremely large spill.  And it's not -- it doesn't 



           11    represent any actual well that a company is proposing to 



           12    drill.  It's just something we are using in our NEPA 



           13    analysis to inform the decisionmaker of the gravity of 



           14    these concerns.  



           15              A very large oil spill, as I just described, is 



           16    actually a bit different than another term that you might 



           17    hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities 



           18    in general, that term being worst-case discharge.  I bet 



           19    some of you have probably heard that term.  Just as an 



           20    explanation, the term worst case discharge is a specific 



           21    term found in our regulations, and it's a required part of 



           22    an exploration plan.  



           23              Right now we are at the lease sale stage.  There 



           24    is a couple -- there is leases out there, and the 



           25    Secretary eventually has to decide whether he wants to 
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            1    reaffirm those or cancel some or cancel all those leases.  



            2    We are at the lease sale stage.  If some leases were to be 



            3    affirmed and if an oil company were to down the road 



            4    submit an exploration plan, then that exploration plan 



            5    would include a worst-case discharge.  



            6              The worst-case discharge calculation includes a 



            7    lot more information than the very large oil spill because 



            8    there is a specific company that wants to drill a specific 



            9    type of well in a specific location going out for a 



           10    specific type of oil.  So a lot of the variables are 



           11    known.  There is a lot more information known.  So the 



           12    numbers might be a little different.  This is just a 



           13    heads-up in case you see this other term come up.  And 



           14    it's the worst-case discharge that is used to inform the 



           15    oil spill response plan.  



           16              So in other words, when the company prepares and 



           17    stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they 



           18    will use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.



           19                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So what do we need 



           20    from you today?  We need to have your comments on the 



           21    Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 



           22    Statement.  As I said, we were here in November.  We took 



           23    your comments.  And we now have another document for you 



           24    to review.  



           25              We are looking for your comments.  We are using 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        11







            1    regulations.gov, and the website is here.  We also have 



            2    some handouts over there at the table on how you can 



            3    access regulations.gov.  And then after the break -- yeah, 



            4    at the break that we will probably take, you can come up 



            5    and see the maps that we have up on the wall.  It shows 



            6    what the -- what the area is that was the lease sale area.  



            7    It shows what -- the alternatives, what was some of the 



            8    areas that was looked at prior to the decision being made 



            9    on this.  So again, this -- this is a decision that the 



           10    Secretary will be making.  



           11              So after this public hearing, what happens next?  



           12    What happens is we will take your comments that you 



           13    provided us, and we really need them because we really 



           14    need to make sure that the document and the way we portray 



           15    subsistence, the patterns, the migratory patterns, is the 



           16    correct information that we have before us.  And we will 



           17    take those comments that you provide to us.  We will take 



           18    the public testimony, transcripts that we also have.  We 



           19    will go through those to take a look at it to see where we 



           20    will make changes in the document.  And so that what we 



           21    will have is a final supplemental environmental impact 



           22    statement that will include the transcripts, will include 



           23    our response to comments that people have provided us, and 



           24    also you will know where in the document that changes were 



           25    made and how your comments were incorporated in the 
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            1    document.  



            2              Then what happens?  We are under a court 



            3    deadline.  We have litigation.  Judge Beistline said, 



            4    fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill.  It 



            5    is beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he 



            6    said at the time that we really didn't need to hold public 



            7    hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to 



            8    come out with this document again, back out to the 



            9    communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the 



           10    correct information in the document for the very large oil 



           11    spill.  So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do 



           12    those things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary 



           13    decision by October 3rd.  



           14              And so for us to have a decision so that the 



           15    Secretary can make the decision by October 3rd, we will 



           16    finalize the supplemental EIS, and it will be in final 



           17    form sometime in early September because it has to be out 



           18    there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be 



           19    made.  



           20              Again, this is the lease sale.  Whether -- the 



           21    Secretary can either affirm the lease sale on how it was 



           22    conducted in 2008 and the leases that were issued; he can 



           23    modify it; he can cancel the leases.  He can -- everything 



           24    is on the table with this decision.  



           25              And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four 
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            1    processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act:  The five-year 



            2    program, the lease sale stage, the exploration stage, and 



            3    the development and production stage.  So the decision 



            4    that needs to be made, even though this document takes a 



            5    look at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS, 



            6    the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to 



            7    go forward with the lease sale.  



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And when was the 



            9    document made available to the public?  



           10                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We brought this 



           11    document out to the public -- notification was on the 21st 



           12    of May.  And we did -- around that time we sent it out to 



           13    many of the stakeholders.  The document was sent out.  And 



           14    then when we went out to the public hearings, several 



           15    weeks prior to coming to the public hearings, we also sent 



           16    documents out to the communities so that the documents 



           17    would be here when we also came here.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And the comment period 



           19    ends, again?



           20                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  The comment 



           21    period is July 11th, and we are using regulations.gov.  So 



           22    please provide your comments by July 11th.  If you have 



           23    got any questions, like I said, there is a handout on how 



           24    to do that.  On the last page of the handout there is a 



           25    telephone number to contact if you have any questions on 
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            1    how to navigate through regulations.gov, and we will be 



            2    more than happy to have somebody walk you through it from 



            3    the office.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Just 



            5    before I forget, we do have an interpreter.  What happened 



            6    to James?  James is there.  He's offered to interpret for 



            7    us if we need to.  So please, if any of you feel that you 



            8    want to use the interpreter, James, just tell us.  



            9              Now, the next part of this is I'm adamant that 



           10    everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says 



           11    exactly what they are thinking.  And we will stay here as 



           12    long as we need to.  This is really, really important.  We 



           13    are not the decisionmaker, but we have to take the 



           14    information to the decisionmaker.  And so when we send 



           15    this package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be 



           16    able to say we went to everybody we could possibly go to 



           17    to get the information for you to base your decision.  



           18              And so that's what's before us tonight.  And if 



           19    you feel you want to think about it, that's fine.  We have 



           20    till July 11th.  The document is back there.  We have got 



           21    CDs.  It's on the Web.  There is time to look at it and 



           22    give us your comment to improve it.  



           23              Now we're going to open it up to public comment, 



           24    and we are not, of course, members of the community here, 



           25    so I don't know all the Elders.  So I would like, first of 
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            1    all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there 



            2    are any community Elders that would like to start us off.  



            3    Would anyone like to volunteer?  



            4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I'm not an Elder, but 



            5    I've got a question.  Robert Suydam.  Typically in public 



            6    hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.  



            7    Is that how this is going to be run tonight?  Are you just 



            8    taking comments, or will you answer questions?  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, we want to get as 



           10    much from the community as we can.  And we want to be 



           11    careful.  I mean, we could answer some very basic 



           12    questions, but the fear is if we get too much into a 



           13    dialogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden 



           14    there is people around the room who don't have a chance.  



           15    So simple questions, yes, I think we can answer, but we 



           16    have got to keep it going.  And there is always time -- 



           17    you can call us on the phone.  You can send us other 



           18    questions.  But the important thing here is everybody has 



           19    a chance.  



           20              So the answer to your question is halfway.  We 



           21    just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of 



           22    people and other folks are sitting there wondering when do 



           23    I get to say my piece.  So a little respect for everybody.  



           24    Bill.  



           25                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  I have a question.  I 
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            1    didn't catch the beginning part.  Are you guys -- like, 



            2    what's your situation?  Are you for oil, in the middle, or 



            3    you oppose it?  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that 



            5    question.  Okay.  That same question was asked before at 



            6    another meeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at 



            7    the very beginning.  We represent the Department of 



            8    Interior.  We are part of the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



            9    Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, and we are 



           10    the regulators.  Okay.  We are not for oil and gas.  We 



           11    are not against oil and gas.  The mission we have is to 



           12    make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is 



           13    the Secretary of Interior.  Okay.  So I mean, my job -- if 



           14    someone asks me, I don't have an opinion.  My job is to 



           15    get your opinions and your information to the top.  



           16                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Willard Neakok, for 



           17    the record.  Is this the only -- I mean, you say a lot of 



           18    different other villages.  Is it just for the outlying 



           19    coastal villages that you are getting testimony from, or 



           20    is it the whole state of Alaska?  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Basically the whole 



           22    state of Alaska and anybody else who wants to comment.  So 



           23    far now, we have gotten comments from Florida about this.  



           24    So it's open to the entire country and anybody else.  I 



           25    think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual 
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            1    visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:  



            2    Point Lay, Point Hope, Wainwright, Barrow, Kotzebue.  We 



            3    had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tomorrow 



            4    night in Anchorage.  We can't visit every place, but we 



            5    need to visit places like Point Lay.



            6                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Again, before we open it 



            8    up generally, are there any Elders that would like to 



            9    speak first?  This is really important.  And the reason 



           10    why I like to push that is that I'm a big believer in 



           11    traditional knowledge or traditional science, if you want 



           12    to call it that.  And my staff and I are working as hard 



           13    as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects 



           14    of nature and observation and science in the document, as 



           15    well.  So are there any Elders that would like to speak 



           16    before we start?  Any elected officials, like maybe the 



           17    mayor?  Okay.  



           18              In that case, then, let's start the process.  



           19    And it gets kind of fun.  What side should I start on, or 



           20    should I start in the middle?  I'm going to start with 



           21    you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.  



           22                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  (Inupiaq.)  My name is 



           23    Earl Kingik.  I come from Point Hope.  I'm a whaler.  I 



           24    belong to a clan called Qagmagtuuq.  I work for an 



           25    organization called Alaska Wilderness League.  We have 
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            1    been doing this for a long time.  Native Village of Point 



            2    Hope took the government, took our own government to 



            3    court, and you see what we come up with.  This is what we 



            4    want to hear.  



            5              I am here to listen to you guys.  I'm not here 



            6    to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you 



            7    guys are saying.  And that way, whenever I go to different 



            8    villages, we will do it better.  And hopefully we will 



            9    have Dr. Kendall give all the comments to everybody.  



           10              We had over 60 people in Point Hope.  To my 



           11    feeling, 100 percent was against offshore activity due to 



           12    oil spill and other issues that's in front of them.  Our 



           13    people even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANWR so 



           14    they would stay away from our ocean we love the most, the 



           15    garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and 



           16    everything that's been going on for thousands of years.  



           17              It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to 



           18    you guys.  This is your chance, and we want to hear and I 



           19    want to hear from you guys, too.  That will make my work a 



           20    little easier.  Like somebody said, who all is going to be 



           21    giving comments.  



           22              I went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tribal 



           23    organizations.  They passed a resolution opposing offshore 



           24    activities.  I went to National Council of American 



           25    Indians.  I asked for their assistance in protecting our 
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            1    ocean due to the fast movement of the Bush era.  The Bush 



            2    era gave us a big headache.  Now we are going to have to 



            3    kind of slow them down, and time-out is called upon them.  



            4              So this is your chance to open your heart to the 



            5    garden you love the most, the garden that provides unity, 



            6    The garden that provides cultural activities throughout 



            7    the whole community because we are part of the ecosystem 



            8    here.  The ecosystem shouldn't be messed around with.  



            9              Thank you.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you have the floor.  



           11                    MR. JULIUS REXFORD, SR.:  My name is 



           12    Julius Rexford, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain for the 



           13    Village of Point Lay.  I also sit on AEWC as a 



           14    commissioner, and I sit on -- I sat on the North Slope 



           15    Borough Wildlife Committee for about five or six years.  



           16    And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like 



           17    it's not going to happen, the opening of our Outer 



           18    Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about 



           19    stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and 



           20    to the BOEMRE staff and personnel.  



           21              That 60-mile buffer zone is something that needs 



           22    to be there.  I know that these ships will be using low -- 



           23    the lowest grade fuel to get out there and run their 



           24    operations.  We need to put in stipulations on having them 



           25    use ultra low sulfur fuels to burn in their ships and 
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            1    their rigs and all their little vessels.  



            2              And another one is there should not be more than 



            3    one drilling operation at any time, not more than one.  



            4    And another one is the mud tailings that they will be 



            5    putting out into our ocean should not be discharged.  Zero 



            6    discharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into 



            7    our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.  



            8              And I'll probably talk about more later on.  And 



            9    I'll pass the mike on.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



           11                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  For the record, 



           12    Willard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter, 



           13    alternate planning department for the North Slope Borough.  



           14    I am in opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore 



           15    drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier, 



           16    you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we 



           17    lose everything in our ocean:  Plankton, fish, seals, 



           18    whales, walrus, whatever marine mammal that is out there 



           19    because we live off of those animals.  It keeps us warm 



           20    during the winter.  You know, we -- we do not waste any of 



           21    that food that we get from out there.  



           22              You know, I wrote a comment -- I wrote a letter 



           23    in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, I 



           24    got a lot of feedback from a lot of different people 



           25    saying that, you know, I'm not, you know -- that I'm not, 
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            1    you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep 



            2    our homes going, cars and everything.  I never even 



            3    mentioned about that.  I know we need the fuel.  I know we 



            4    need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our 



            5    lives.  



            6              And, you know, what can we do on land first 



            7    before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean 



            8    currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea.  And it's 



            9    going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there 



           10    if we have a very large oil spill.  



           11              You know, Prince William Sound is still trying 



           12    to recuperate.  But if you dig down a foot deep in certain 



           13    areas, you will still find oil.  And what happened in Gulf 



           14    of Mexico, how many millions of gallons was, you know, 



           15    pouring out into the ocean?  Took them four months to 



           16    finally cap that thing off, or close to four months.  You 



           17    know, if we have it here, we lose our wildlife, our 



           18    culture of hunting, whaling, fishing.  We lose everything.  



           19    That's scary.  



           20              I want my kids, my grandkids -- like I stated, 



           21    you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, I want them to 



           22    enjoy what I have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in 



           23    Point Lay.  I want them to taste the food that I have 



           24    tasted, I have hunted, I have given out, I have shared.  I 



           25    want my grandkids and possibly my great-grandkids, too, to 
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            1    enjoy the things that I have enjoyed because if we have a 



            2    very large oil spill, you know, we lose everything.  



            3              The whales live off the krill.  And those are 



            4    little, tiny creatures.  If we lose those, we lose the 



            5    whale.  We have beluga.  We have fish.  The belugas eat 



            6    the fish.  The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so 



            7    forth all the way down to the planktons, micro-organisms.  



            8    We have wildlife.  We have seabirds comes from as far as 



            9    Argentina, South Pole coming up this way to migrate to 



           10    be -- you know, repopulate.  And we lose those, too.  But 



           11    mainly, you know, from the ocean.  If we have a large oil 



           12    spill, we lose everything, our way of life.  



           13              And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go 



           14    to our local store to try and substitute the food that we 



           15    have hunted for generations, from generation to generation 



           16    that was passed down by word of mouth.  No documented 



           17    things like that on the board on how we do things.  



           18              Our Elders taught us how to hunt, how to take 



           19    care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the 



           20    land.  We have a wonderful state.  We have a wonderful 



           21    village.  We have a wonderful way of life.  



           22              If we lose our ocean, you know -- I don't know 



           23    how many times I might have to say this -- but we lose 



           24    everything.  And if we start -- you know, the way that 



           25    global warming is going, pretty soon we are going to have 
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            1    ships coming from Atlantic Ocean coming this way.  They 



            2    will be using that Northwest Passage.  What about them, 



            3    that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils?  And 



            4    what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a 



            5    coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or 



            6    so.  Just like what we see down there in the Lower 48, go 



            7    all over the world, we have ships.  If we go up north or 



            8    down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.  



            9              You know, that's a scary thought.  I don't want 



           10    my grandkids or great-grandkids or even my kids to see the 



           11    devastation that we might have if we say go ahead and 



           12    drill.  Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves, 



           13    why did you guys say yes for them to go and drill?  Now 



           14    our ocean doesn't have any life in it.  



           15              We have currents that, like I said, every 



           16    coastal village and here on the west side of Alaska is 



           17    going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario 



           18    have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico.  We'll 



           19    have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to 



           20    shore.  That's an ugly sight to see all those people in 



           21    Florida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up.  Do we 



           22    want that?  I know I sure don't.  Even my great-grandkids 



           23    might even see tar balls keep washing ashore.  We will 



           24    start smelling the oil like in Prince William Sound.  Walk 



           25    around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the 
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            1    ground.  And that's a scary thing to think about.  But the 



            2    most scariest part is we lose everything.  



            3              I love the way I have lived before, hunting, 



            4    fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has 



            5    provided for us Inupiats.  We are all up and down the 



            6    Alaska coastline.  I'm grateful that hopefully, you know, 



            7    our Secretary of Interior will listen, understand what I 



            8    want to see in the future:  Clean ocean, our wildlife 



            9    still out there.  



           10              I know that global warming is making our ice 



           11    thinner and thinner, thinner every year.  Pretty soon we 



           12    might not even have a North Pole.  All it will be is just 



           13    magnetic north, no ice.  



           14              A lot of things are happening globally, and we 



           15    see it up here first.  We see things that are going on at 



           16    Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills, 



           17    devastation of animals.  Might bounce back another 50 or 



           18    60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the 



           19    store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food 



           20    that we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the 



           21    ocean, our garden.  It's scary, real scary.  I want my 



           22    grandkids to, you know, enjoy the foods that I have 



           23    enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing, 



           24    subsisting the way I have enjoyed it.  



           25              I better pass the microphone on.  I get carried 
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            1    away because I don't want to see offshore drilling.  We 



            2    see oil companies say zero discharge, zero discharge.  



            3    Looks good on paper.  Looks good when they talk to us but, 



            4    you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human 



            5    error.  And that's their way of saying zero discharge, 



            6    still having oil spill.  



            7              I'm grateful that, you know, hopefully our voice 



            8    will be heard.  Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of 



            9    Interior will think about the statements that are going on 



           10    right now, testimonies throughout Alaska or throughout the 



           11    world regarding the Outer Continental Shelf plans to drill 



           12    in the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ocean.  



           13              So I'm glad that you folks are here.  And I'll 



           14    pass it on.  Thank you.  



           15                    MR. WILLARD L. NEAKOK:  How do I follow 



           16    that?  I'm in the same position as my dad.  First of all, 



           17    my name is Willard Neakok, and I have no see -- no 



           18    representative.  I represent nobody.  I just wanted to 



           19    represent the Village of Point Lay.  Our people are 



           20    fighting people, and we have had to fight for our land.  



           21    We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are 



           22    fighting for our ocean.  So why stop now?  



           23              I mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like my 



           24    dad said, we love the food.  We love doing all that.  And 



           25    I may -- I'm one of the leaders -- drum leaders for our 
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            1    community, and I love it.  I love it with a passion.  And 



            2    you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for 



            3    successful hunting and celebrate life.  And so I am in no 



            4    position supporting offshore drilling.  



            5                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  I'm Marie Tracey from 



            6    the Native Village of Point Lay.  I work for our mayor's 



            7    office as a communications liaison for the Native Village 



            8    of Point Lay, and I'm a volunteer fire fighter and a 



            9    volunteer ambulance crew member, and I'm a coordinator for 



           10    the volunteer search and rescue group, and I'm the ASTAC 



           11    director.  I'm a mother.  I'm a grandmother.  I'm not 



           12    supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wish that they 



           13    would try and drill onshore before they try to drill 



           14    offshore.  



           15              And with that global warming that we have been 



           16    witnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of 



           17    walruses off our beach.  I was born in the old site on the 



           18    sand spit across there.  And about one mile north of the 



           19    village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at least ten 



           20    miles up the beach was loaded with walruses.  And then 



           21    when you look out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands 



           22    and thousands out there.  And if you see our walrus 



           23    picture, the walruses, when they come on land, they are 



           24    right next to each other, real crowded and everything.  



           25    And that's how they were coming up on the beach.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        27







            1              And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach, 



            2    they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with more 



            3    walruses coming up on the sandy beach, just really 



            4    crowded.  And you could hear them.  And when you look out 



            5    in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you 



            6    would see nothing but like brown spots, brown lines at the 



            7    distance, there is so many walruses out there.  



            8              If there is a stampede, then you could hear 



            9    their mourning, their loss of a loved one.  It's really 



           10    sad to hear.  And but when they came in, they were so loud 



           11    that the next morning I was talking with my cousin.  She 



           12    said, boy, I couldn't sleep last night.  My neighbors just 



           13    like they were quarreling all night.  I couldn't sleep.  I 



           14    told her those were the walruses out there making noises.  



           15    She said, oh, my, I thought they were my neighbors.  



           16              Anyway, but -- and then we have our beluga 



           17    harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.  



           18    We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here.  He comes to 



           19    tag our beluga, and then when he tags them, he set them 



           20    free, and then they would monitor them because they would 



           21    have satellite tags on them.  And then when he gets 



           22    information, he would give it to us, and we would see 



           23    where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.  



           24    And it's amazing to see where they go because we have 



           25    never had this information before.  And since Robert 
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            1    Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of 



            2    information about beluga.  And they take samples.  



            3              And now we have a loon study going on.  Daniel 



            4    Rizzola from UAF Fairbanks has been coming here for three 



            5    years to tag the loons, and he would also send us 



            6    information.  It's amazing where these birds and where 



            7    these mammals go.  And I would like to keep this going 



            8    because we are getting a wealth of information from these 



            9    people that come in to our village.  



           10              And Robert Suydam is getting old with us, too.  



           11    And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.  



           12    But I would -- I would discourage drilling in our ocean 



           13    because we have hardly had any caribou around our village 



           14    and that moves our meal from, like, caribou meat which I 



           15    grew up with as a main course of our meals, like 



           16    dinnertime and even lunch.  



           17              And especially, too, when our young ones go out 



           18    hunting or else we have searches like during the winter, 



           19    we would have some food for them, you know, like dried 



           20    meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food 



           21    out there when they go out.  And sometimes we search for 



           22    days, and it's miles and miles of travel looking for 



           23    people and hoping to take them home alive.  It's just so 



           24    hard for us up here, but we love our food.  



           25              We would like to ask our Secretary of State 
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            1    [sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep 



            2    our way of life, please.  This global warming is really 



            3    hard on our walruses because they have to leave their 



            4    young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they 



            5    feed, and then they would have to come back to their young 



            6    ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.  



            7              Anyway, I'll pass this on to Mrs. Suydam until 



            8    the next round.  Thank you.  



            9                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Good evening.  My name 



           10    is Robert Suydam.  I'm a wildlife biologist with the North 



           11    Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management.  I've 



           12    lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay 



           13    is kind of my second home and the folks here are my second 



           14    family, that we have been working together a long time to 



           15    learn more about belugas.  



           16              And Marie, thank you for the nice things that 



           17    you have said but, you know, much of the credit goes to 



           18    the community and the hunters here for helping all of the 



           19    scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room 



           20    and others not here -- for the successes.  



           21              I'd also like to say thanks to Jim and the rest 



           22    of the BOEMRE crew, BUMMER [pronunciation] crew, whatever 



           23    it is.  Thanks for coming to Point Lay and thanks for 



           24    coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the 



           25    residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask 
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            1    them about what they think about this EIS.  Several people 



            2    have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary 



            3    Salazar actually listens to people here that are more 



            4    directly affected by the actions associated with this EIS 



            5    than most other people in the country.  So because they 



            6    are -- the risk is greater for folks here -- the benefits 



            7    aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the 



            8    opinions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater 



            9    weight.  And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely 



           10    to the things that people say here.  



           11              Jim, I'd also like to say congratulations to you 



           12    for your appointment as the state director.  I think you 



           13    are a good addition to Alaska and the agency here.  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



           15                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  So welcome.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thanks, Robert.



           17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I have a few things to 



           18    say, and maybe I'll say just a couple of them now to start 



           19    with.  And maybe I'll start with something that Marie was 



           20    talking about, which was science and the need for 



           21    information.  And I know that part of your revised 



           22    supplemental EIS was about identifying information that 



           23    was needed and how much it cost.  



           24              And I haven't had a chance to review that 



           25    section of the EIS yet, but I think it's really important 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        31







            1    to highlight the need for information and using that 



            2    information to make decisions that I have been surprised 



            3    to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico 



            4    and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limited ability 



            5    of agencies to understand potential impacts or assess 



            6    impacts, especially to marine mammal populations.  



            7              There is so little information known about the 



            8    population size or status or health of those marine 



            9    mammals that being able to assess what the impacts were is 



           10    very restricted, very limited.  And so I think we are in a 



           11    little bit better position up here that we know a lot 



           12    about belugas, we know a lot about bowheads and walruses 



           13    and other things, but there is still very limited 



           14    information.  



           15              And so encouraging the agency not just to 



           16    evaluate what information is missing, but also make -- 



           17    continue to make efforts -- I know you have made great 



           18    efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or 



           19    ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please 



           20    keep doing that.  Keep funding studies.  Keep funding 



           21    studies to document traditional knowledge.  You know that 



           22    many of the people in this room know more about the 



           23    environment than any scientist or manager.  So your 



           24    identification of traditional knowledge as being key in 



           25    making decisions I think is really valid.  And I hope the 
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            1    agency is able to continue to do that.  



            2              As you evaluate comments on your EIS, please 



            3    first take a look at the data gap analysis that USGS 



            4    recently did.  And I think that's a pretty extensive 



            5    document, and it may be difficult and challenging for the 



            6    agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but I think it's 



            7    really important.  It's available information about data 



            8    gaps, and please use that to make your EIS here more 



            9    complete.  



           10              So again, just emphasizing the need to use 



           11    information to make decisions, I think that's really, 



           12    really important.  But I think there are some other things 



           13    that are also important.  



           14              In the document you talk about thresholds and 



           15    when a threshold is reached, that then the impact becomes 



           16    significant.  On page 75, I think it is here, of the 



           17    document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on 



           18    subsistence harvest patterns occurs when one or more of 



           19    subsistence resources become unavailable for a period of 



           20    one to two years."



           21              So essentially the way I read that is that you 



           22    are telling Point Lay and Wainwright and Barrow that if 



           23    the actions that result from this EIS could make 



           24    subsistence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it 



           25    was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's 
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            1    more than that it would be.  And I think that's 



            2    inappropriate.  



            3              I think that if the actions resulting from this 



            4    EIS cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two 



            5    months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate.  And 



            6    so in this document, previous EISs and future EISs, I 



            7    think you need to change the thresholds that you use for 



            8    evaluating significant impacts, that the culture, the 



            9    people that live in these communities rely on subsistence 



           10    resources.  The unique culture that is here is incredibly 



           11    valuable, and saying that it won't be a significant impact 



           12    unless belugas or bowheads aren't available for two years 



           13    is just not right and something -- the agency should 



           14    approach things differently than that and revise this EIS 



           15    and make sure that future EISs are done differently.  



           16              I'll pass the mike on for now.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Robert.  It's 



           18    great to be in Alaska.  My wife is packing up the house in 



           19    Virginia right now.  



           20              We are going to go around this way now and work 



           21    our way back.  Okay?  I have a nice group of people here 



           22    in a circle.  Would anyone like to take the mike?  



           23                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Thank you.  And 



           24    thank you for coming to Point Lay and helping our way of 



           25    life.  And for the record, my name is Danny Pikok, Junior.  
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            1    And I am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity 



            2    because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I'm afraid of.  



            3    It's the noise pollution.  And I'd like to see oil 



            4    companies exhaust the land before they decide to do any 



            5    offshore drilling of any energy resources.  



            6              And I'd like to see the oil companies focus on 



            7    natural energy.  They are spending too much money to start 



            8    drilling offshore in the Arctic.  They should spend their 



            9    money looking for alternative energy.  I mean, just look 



           10    what happened in our oil field.  We struck oil, it was a 



           11    big deal, and now it's gone.  We had all that oil, all the 



           12    gas, all the jobs.  



           13              It spoiled Native way of life.  We are spoiled 



           14    now.  I mean, look -- you go look in the beach, the motors 



           15    are too big.  They burn too much gas.  We get spoiled.  



           16    It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled like 



           17    that.  



           18              And it's getting worse.  And I'm afraid, you 



           19    know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling 



           20    because how are we going to run them big motors.  It's -- 



           21    it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to 



           22    old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big 



           23    motor and start drilling offshore?  Just -- just noise 



           24    pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here.  There is 



           25    too much wildlife, and a lot of folks depend on it.  I 
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            1    depend on it.  Our children depend on it.  It's just -- 



            2    it's going to do a domino effect.  It already has.  It 



            3    started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.  



            4              And I'd like to see alternative energy resources 



            5    like the coal, natural gas.  I don't want to see oil rigs 



            6    floating in the ocean and drilling.  I'm against it.  It's 



            7    just too much -- it's -- it's too much -- it's too risky.  



            8    It's very risky.  



            9              Just like Willard was saying, it's going to 



           10    start small and it's going to grow.  If we start offshore 



           11    drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries 



           12    up here and start a highway, and we are going to lose a 



           13    lot of good resources our ocean offers.  It's just -- I'm 



           14    really against any offshore activity.  



           15              And I mean, I grew up -- when I was growing up, 



           16    I remember riding in a skin boat, two horsepower motor.  



           17    That was good enough to get you there and back.  You don't 



           18    carry 50 gallons of gas.  You carry five gallons.  Today 



           19    it's -- it's getting out of hand.  Just even snowmachines, 



           20    four-wheelers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.  



           21    And we need gas.  I know there is oil out there inland.  



           22    Focus on that oil inland.  Exhaust that oil before you 



           23    start pushing offshore.  



           24              And I love my family.  I love my people, our 



           25    people.  And the way things are going now, it's getting 
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            1    worse, and I want to encourage whoever is going to decide 



            2    to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the folks 



            3    that live up here.  And I'm sure there is other 



            4    alternatives besides offshore drilling.  



            5              Thanks.  



            6                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Good evening.  My 



            7    name is Delbert Rexford.  I'm an elected official of the 



            8    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  I have the 



            9    at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, which is a 



           10    federally recognized tribe.  Very briefly, we just came 



           11    from a four-hour seal hunt.  We got one seal, not too much 



           12    fat on it.  And as Marie alluded to earlier, some of the 



           13    global warming effects are affecting our marine mammals, 



           14    the health of our marine mammals.  The emissions into the 



           15    atmosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where -- 



           16    anywhere in the world within the industrial global 



           17    community contributes to all of that.  



           18              When the draft EIS came and addresses threatened 



           19    species or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals, 



           20    polar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our 



           21    cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale.  In 



           22    1977 when they banned whaling, it was the International 



           23    Whaling Commission, without knowledge, without 



           24    acknowledging Inupiat traditional knowledge said, no, 



           25    there is not enough whales.  But since time immemorial 
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            1    through oral history, we knew there was more whales, but 



            2    there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert 



            3    is aware of.  



            4              The concerns that we have offshore is that the 



            5    equipment -- I'll take you back to 19 -- when the three 



            6    gray whales were stranded.  The oil industry and their 



            7    state of their technology tried to save the whales.  Lo 



            8    and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their 



            9    technology that they propose to use on cleaning up oil 



           10    spills.  It failed, grossly failed.  So it would have been 



           11    a detriment to take that equipment out to sea, out to ice 



           12    and try to clean up an oil spill.  



           13              And we make good friends with the Russians when 



           14    the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales.  A 



           15    simple icebreaker allowed the global phenomenon of three 



           16    gray whales to be expended to be saved.  



           17              The point is the industry has not proven that 



           18    they have the technology to clean under ice.  And the 



           19    present technology is limited to certain height of wave 



           20    lengths.  Those are limited.  The booms are limited.  



           21    The -- the oil spills in the Gulf, the Exxon Valdez are 



           22    testaments to the fact that in a major -- and you talk 



           23    about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels.  I don't know what that 



           24    equates to in terms of gallons of oil.  It underlies the 



           25    technology is not there.  The zooplankton, the 
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            1    micro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the 



            2    food chain.  



            3              I mean, that's what we are concerned about, our 



            4    way of life versus providing national energy to 



            5    350,000,000 people who are driving on highways, who have a 



            6    lower cost of living allowances all across the nation.  



            7    One gallon of milk is nine bucks in Barrow; $9.  The cost 



            8    of living is high.  



            9              Danny alluded to the size of the engines 



           10    emitting a lot of gases.  It's inevitable that they get 



           11    larger.  We will consume more.  



           12              Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope filed a 



           13    lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore 



           14    drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that 



           15    would be emitted into the atmosphere, because of the 



           16    noise -- cumulative effects of noise pollution and other 



           17    cumulative effects.  



           18              And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and 



           19    that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation.  



           20    Very simply, it was that litigation that brought you back 



           21    to the communities because at the time MMS did not do 



           22    their homework.  



           23              So we came back from a four-hour hunt, my nephew 



           24    and his girlfriend.  We just got back.  And to us, it's 



           25    Eskimo heaven.  It's where our spirituality is -- is 
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            1    completed.  What we can't get here on the land we get from 



            2    the sea, the marine mammals that we are concerned about, 



            3    about being devastated in the event.  And this is what 



            4    bothers our people.  In the unlikely event of an oil spill 



            5    is the term used in a lot of these environmental impact 



            6    draft statements.  If it was inevitable, what technology 



            7    do you have to clean it up?  



            8              When you look at the migratory -- what's that 



            9    guy's name that sends us those bowhead whale migration 



           10    maps?  



           11                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  John Citta.  



           12                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  John Citta sends us 



           13    e-mails regarding the route.  When you look at the 



           14    migration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack 



           15    in the middle of it.  What has BOEMRE done to consider 



           16    that part of it, to mitigate any chances of adverse impact 



           17    on bowhead whales?  



           18              The community of Point Lay just went through a 



           19    very historical past three years.  They just reactivated 



           20    bowhead whaling.  They just landed their second whale.  



           21    And they are a whaling community.  Not only that, the 



           22    beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Alaska.  



           23    I mean, it is -- every time I come down here for beluga 



           24    whaling, I'm at home because I don't go home empty-handed.  



           25              And that's the culture that you are -- that you 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        40







            1    are endangering through potential VLOS, very large oil 



            2    spills.  That's the threat that we are afraid of.  That's 



            3    an unknown that we are afraid of.  



            4              In 1977 when the IEWC banned whaling, the 



            5    analogy we used was that the buffalo was taken away from 



            6    the Native American Indians.  Well, in 1977 they took our 



            7    bowhead whales off, and suicides.  The number of suicides 



            8    that occurred in those few years after that were -- were 



            9    astronomical.  I mean, people lost a sense of 



           10    spirituality, a sense of wholeness, a sense of belonging 



           11    to their own land and to the sea that provided for them.  



           12              So whoever makes that decision to go offshore -- 



           13    I attended in Houston the Outer Continental Shelf policy 



           14    meetings, and we encouraged impact hunting to those 



           15    impacted communities.  The federal government has only one 



           16    impact program that they ever created on the North Slope 



           17    within NPRA.  Those were the NPRA impacts.  We went to the 



           18    Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for 



           19    impact funds to come back to the impacted communities.  



           20              Impacted communities include suicide, alcohol 



           21    and drug abuse, and other social norms that go way out of 



           22    line.  



           23              And these things BOEMRE, I don't believe, have 



           24    considered at this stage because if you have, we would 



           25    like to see what you are offering to the community in case 
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            1    of an oil spill.  



            2              But I'm speaking on behalf of Inupiat Community 



            3    of the Arctic Slope.  I serve on the tribal council.  I've 



            4    also served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmental 



            5    Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic 



            6    monitoring and assessment program within the confines of 



            7    Inuit Circumpolar Conference as a delegate, as a delegate 



            8    to the United States of America.  And these issues that we 



            9    are asking and concerned about tonight are the same issues 



           10    that we address at the international forums, at the 



           11    international regimes, that the Arctic nations, the eight 



           12    country nations regulate within each respective state.  



           13              But I just want to emphasize that we do oppose 



           14    offshore drilling.  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope 



           15    passed a resolution opposing it because of the unknowns of 



           16    what would happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the 



           17    VLOS that you have noted should happen because we have 



           18    three currents.  



           19              Up in Barrow -- I can talk about Barrow.  I'm 



           20    not sure about right here.  Up in Barrow we have three 



           21    currents.  They go north, they go south.  And every 



           22    species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if 



           23    it should occur.  How many gallons is 150,000 barrels?  



           24    Can -- what's -- does anyone know?   



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's about 40 gallons to 
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            1    a barrel.  



            2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  About four-and-a-half 



            3    million.  



            4                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Four-and-a-half 



            5    million gallons?  My lord.  Do you have the technology to 



            6    clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?  



            7    I don't think you have a plan.  You don't because, like I 



            8    said, the industry tried their equipment to rescue the 



            9    three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all 



           10    of their equipment failed.  That's a living testament that 



           11    the technology didn't work that they were proposing to 



           12    take out to the sea.  



           13              Well, I've taken a lot of your time.  I tell you 



           14    what.  You should spend time out in the ocean.  Maybe you 



           15    can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you 



           16    get a chance to get out there.  There is no mosquitoes out 



           17    there.  



           18              But thank you.  I'm speaking on behalf of the 



           19    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and I serve with 



           20    Sophie on that tribal council.  I've taken a lot of your 



           21    time, but those are the concerns that we have.  Thank you.  



           22                    MR. LEO FERREIRA:  Good evening, 



           23    everybody.  My name is Leo Ferreira, III, for the record.  



           24    So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be 



           25    implemented into this BOEMRE.  Point Lay would like to 
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            1    have a 60-mile buffer zone instead of -- I'm pretty sure 



            2    it's standing at 15- or 13-mile buffer zone.  We want to 



            3    move that up to a 60-mile buffer zone, not just for Point 



            4    Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the 



            5    Arctic Circle.  



            6              We also want another stipulation of one drill 



            7    rig -- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and 



            8    also zero tolerance of cuttings and mud in the ocean, 



            9    along with the oil, zero tolerance of oil discharge.  



           10              These reasons are for the disturbance of our 



           11    animals.  We have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with 



           12    disturbance of our tutu migration, our caribou migration 



           13    route.  We have we have had a coal mine going for a while, 



           14    and all the helicopter use with coal mining has pushed 



           15    away our migration route.  We haven't seen our migration 



           16    route come back close to the village at all in about five 



           17    to seven years now.  



           18              And we just shut down the coal mine just not too 



           19    long ago in our -- I think it was when President Obama 



           20    went green finger on us.  So we feel the impacts of 



           21    disturbance.  



           22              And we also know that our animals in our ocean 



           23    are very sensitive to noise.  I could use walrus as an 



           24    example because walrus are disturbed by even smelling 



           25    cologne or smelling cigarettes in the air.  If somebody is 
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            1    upwind and they smell their cologne, they are going to get 



            2    disturbed.  They also get disturbed by noise when you 



            3    are -- when you are kind of close to them, you will 



            4    disturb the walruses by noise, too, also, but mostly by 



            5    smelling when they are out of the water.  



            6              We also have seen a few animals that we never 



            7    seen before so much, like we seen a killer whale a couple 



            8    years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity 



            9    up here.  So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance 



           10    from all the ship activity that was happening in the 



           11    Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down 



           12    south from us.  



           13              And all of us -- all of us people that live on 



           14    the Slope, all of us Natives in Alaska been taught our way 



           15    of life, so we have a lot of traditional knowledge to pass 



           16    on to the government so they could help get a better 



           17    understanding of how we want to live our life because we 



           18    have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return 



           19    we want to protect our way of life.  We want the federal 



           20    government to start listening to what we have to say and 



           21    start putting these things down as our stipulations to 



           22    help protect our way of life, like the 60-mile buffer 



           23    zone.  



           24              And maybe another one would be like when we go 



           25    harvest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity 
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            1    during our harvests or no air activity along with our 



            2    beluga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise 



            3    activity in the ocean from the ships and from sonar 



            4    activity.  



            5              And that's a big concern is all the activity 



            6    that's going to happen.  We are not just going to deal 



            7    with oil ships.  We are also going to deal with Coast 



            8    Guard ships.  And they have helicopters, too.  



            9              And the other thing I heard is that if there is 



           10    going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does 



           11    happen in the state of Alaska, I'm most definitely 



           12    positively saying that our way of life will definitely be 



           13    disturbed because we are going to disturb our migration 



           14    route for our whales, bowhead whales, beluga whales and 



           15    the walruses.  The migration routes for these animals are 



           16    going to get pushed away from our mainland, and it's going 



           17    to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are 



           18    going to have to go farther and farther offshore because 



           19    of too much ship activity out there on the ocean along 



           20    with -- 



           21              Like I know like the oil spill, like Delbert was 



           22    saying, is we don't know how -- federal government 



           23    scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up 



           24    an oil spill in the icy conditions out here.  I know of 



           25    three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina, 
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            1    and the federal government or the oil companies can't even 



            2    fix those, can't even retrieve them, those little oil rigs 



            3    out there.  And if we leave junk behind, we are going to 



            4    just pollute the ocean.  If we have an oil spill, we're 



            5    going to pollute our ocean.  Once we pollute our ocean, we 



            6    are going to lose our way of life.  



            7              Point Lay is a traditional village.  We live a 



            8    traditional life around here.  There is not much jobs from 



            9    the government or from our North Slope Borough.  Our 



           10    workforce around here is about 25 percent.  Twenty-five 



           11    percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on 



           12    welfare.  When we are on welfare, we live off the ocean 



           13    and off the land.  All the animals, the caribou, the musk 



           14    ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted 



           15    seals, so -- 



           16              And I also know that because Point Lay and 



           17    Kivalina and Point Hope are not in the NPRA, if there is 



           18    an oil spill, these three villages will have no royalties 



           19    when there is an oil spill.  I have been told we are going 



           20    to be the laborers.  We are going to be the cleanup crew, 



           21    and they are just going to get us for the jobs.  And here 



           22    we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not 



           23    even included in the NPRA.  We are outside of the NPRA 



           24    boundaries.  



           25              And so myself and with others, I oppose offshore 
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            1    drilling and I -- I wish the federal government would 



            2    listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell 



            3    them.  And we would like to control -- have control of our 



            4    Inupiat way of life for our animals.  We want to control 



            5    our own animals.  We don't want the government telling 



            6    us our drill ship is going to be here and good luck on 



            7    hunting your animals.  



            8              We want to have stipulations saying during this 



            9    whale time period, during our bowhead whale time period 



           10    for that village, please stop your activity.  You are on 



           11    our area and goes along down the coast, up and down the 



           12    coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with -- 



           13    we also -- because we know there is going to be 



           14    helicopters flying up and back workers and everything.  



           15    And helicopters is a big concern.  It's a real noise 



           16    factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.  



           17              We are the -- we are the ambassadors of our land 



           18    up here.  We want to keep on being the ambassadors of our 



           19    way of life.  Thank you.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I want to make sure we 



           21    get this end of the room here, but Emma, do you want say 



           22    something?  



           23                    MS. EMMA POKON:  (Shakes head.)  



           24                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Good evening.  Nathan 



           25    Henry, for the record.  Let's see.  If -- what was that 
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            1    oil spill in Louisiana or somewhere like that?  Deepwater 



            2    Horizon.  I'm pretty sure if somebody had said something 



            3    like before you guys start that oil drill up here in the 



            4    deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, will 



            5    you guys have homes prepared for those that want to leave 



            6    the area?  And if you guys do have a drill out there, if 



            7    there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, like, move 



            8    some people if they want to move because, you know, like 



            9    it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the 



           10    land.  And are you prepared to -- not only for the oil 



           11    spill but, you know, some people might say, oh, man, I 



           12    don't know if I want to stay here.  Are you guys going to 



           13    have homes ready, like Anchorage, inland somewhere?  



           14    Because I'm pretty sure that Exxon would have, like, 



           15    thousands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if, 



           16    you know, somebody like me said something like, hey, you 



           17    got homes prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?  



           18    And does it matter what we say?  Are you guys still going 



           19    to go out there and drill or what?  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Those are good 



           21    questions.



           22                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I mean, you hand me the 



           23    mike and I got something to say, too.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  If you've 



           25    got something to say, we want to hear it.
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            1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I said it.  Thank you.  



            2                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  Sophie Henry, for the 



            3    record.  I'm a member of the Native Village of Point Lay 



            4    or the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  And if all 



            5    this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero 



            6    discharge and all that.  Well, it's like buying a new car.  



            7    Everything you get is brand-new.  It's not going to leak, 



            8    but over time it leaks, you see.  And that's just going to 



            9    cause a problem and it's just going to be a rolling effect 



           10    of more problems, of course.  



           11              And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince 



           12    William Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mobil [sic], you know, 



           13    that problem just -- it's still a devastation in that area 



           14    for them, and if -- you know, if they were to drill out 



           15    here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they 



           16    even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice, 



           17    you know, what's there, like year-round?  You know all of 



           18    that?  You know all that?  It's good stuff.  



           19              Anyways, you know, like the famous question I 



           20    have been seeing all over when they first started talking 



           21    about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in 



           22    ice; under ice, in the ice.  You know, how do you clean 



           23    all that up?  And if -- there is just -- it's just 



           24    irritating.  



           25              Anyways, also I wanted to know, like, you know, 
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            1    kind of like what Willard said when he said that the 



            2    subsistence and stuff, they are our way of life.  It's our 



            3    tradition.  It's the way we live.  And it's what the 



            4    Elders lived off of hundreds of years ago.  We didn't 



            5    have, you know, what we have now at the stores.  And we -- 



            6    you know, if the Elders nowadays lose all of that stuff, 



            7    you know, the living Elders we have now, they are going 



            8    to -- if they can't have their -- if they lose their food, 



            9    their way of life what they grew up on, pretty much the 



           10    oil companies are basically, you know, letting the 



           11    Elders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the 



           12    food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on, 



           13    it's just a rolling effect of our life.  



           14              And you know, it's just something we don't -- if 



           15    you asked me like ten years ago before I moved to Point 



           16    Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'm for offshore drilling, I'm 



           17    for it.  Well, I moved up here nine years ago.  For the 



           18    first time I hunt.  So I know, you know, what it is like 



           19    to have the food.  I know how to hunt now.  I know how to 



           20    provide for my family.  



           21              My kids are going to be eight and five.  And 



           22    like my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou, 



           23    you know, beluga, whale.  He prefers that over, like, your 



           24    food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy.  My son 



           25    prefers our food.  And if he doesn't have that, well, when 
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            1    he becomes a father, how is he going to have that for his 



            2    family?  



            3              It's just basically the oil companies want to 



            4    rob us of our lives basically is how I feel.  And you 



            5    know, with them doing that and killing off what we learned 



            6    to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically 



            7    in a way taking away our identity to a certain extent.  



            8              And I just -- I oppose offshore drilling 100 



            9    percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to make 



           10    the decisions to do this, I suggest them to actually come 



           11    here, rather than living in Washington making all these 



           12    decisions -- how would they like it if, like, our 



           13    community tells them how to live their lives and take away 



           14    what they love?  They wouldn't like that just as much as 



           15    we don't like them taking away our mammals.  



           16              And it's wrong.  It's stupid.  And they 



           17    shouldn't have a say.  They should obviously look at the 



           18    communities.  And everybody that I know and I've heard, 



           19    they all say no.  We can shout as loud as we want, no, no, 



           20    no, and they are still trying to come around and ask 



           21    questions, like we are not going to change our minds.  Why 



           22    do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities, 



           23    it's this, it's that?  So what?  You know, we can -- we -- 



           24    so what?  



           25              You know, we would rather -- we would rather our 
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            1    whales, we would rather everything else.  They shouldn't 



            2    have the right to make the decision to take our lives, 



            3    basically.  They shouldn't have the right to take away our 



            4    mammals, our -- you know, it's just our way of life.  It's 



            5    our ancestors' traditions.  It's everything.  Just like we 



            6    don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't -- 



            7    we don't get to take away what they love.  They shouldn't 



            8    have the right to take ours is what I wanted to say.  



            9              Thank you.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.  I'm 



           11    going to get everybody.  We are going to take a break, but 



           12    we have to go around first.  Two folks here.  Okay.  I 



           13    want to go over here.  Thank you.  



           14                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Good evening.  



           15    Robert Lisbourne, for the record.  I am against offshore 



           16    drilling, any kind, because the person who I am today is 



           17    who I stand for.  I am Inupiat.  We are Inupiat.  We -- we 



           18    have been hunting.  We have the traditions we had for 



           19    thousands of years.  We live off the land.  We live off 



           20    our food.  It's just a blessing to be Inupiat.  And I'd 



           21    just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know, 



           22    for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.  



           23              I would just hate to see my kids and my 



           24    grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean 



           25    and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just -- 
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            1    it's just a continuous food chain that we need.  So 



            2    anything happen out there or in there, that chain is just 



            3    going to break, and we will be lost without it.  It's who 



            4    we are and what we love to do.  



            5              And thanks for coming to Point Lay.  I'm just 



            6    against the offshore drilling.  



            7                    MR. SCOTT GUYER:  My name is Scott Guyer, 



            8    G-U-Y-E-R.  I work for the North Slope Science Initiative.  



            9    I was in town today for another meeting and was invited to 



           10    come tonight, and I'm happy to be here.  Glad to listen to 



           11    all the comments and understand what the community feels 



           12    about this subject.  And I work for the director, and I 



           13    will be taking information back to him and discussing what 



           14    was said here to him.  So don't really have any comment 



           15    myself.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then I think -- and 



           17    sir?  I don't want to forget you.  



           18                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.:  Hello.  Good 



           19    evening.  Warren Lampe, Senior, lifelong year-round 



           20    subsistence hunter, subsistence user.  Like everybody 



           21    said, talking about all the children that are going to be 



           22    growing up before -- you know, after us, we want them to 



           23    use, you know, our land and our sea just like I did when I 



           24    was a child when my parents were out there hunting and 



           25    providing for us.  I have been in this lifestyle all my 
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            1    life, and I don't think it will ever change.  I want it 



            2    not to change.  Just like everybody else who talk on the 



            3    mike tonight, I'm in full opposition of offshore oil, oil.  



            4    So -- and I'd like to give thanks and welcome to our 



            5    visitors here.  They have a good voice.  Their voice is 



            6    heard.  It gives us ideas, gives us information.  



            7              I do serve on the North Slope Borough Fish & 



            8    Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue.  And with 



            9    Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, I 



           10    think we are the closest community, so we are in 



           11    opposition.  We are very worried about an oil spill.  It 



           12    is inevitable.  I mean, it's going to happen, you know, 



           13    here now or, you know, there later.  I mean, it will 



           14    happen.  



           15              I understand that they don't have the proper 



           16    equipment to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean.  I 



           17    know just recently they had started their -- they had 



           18    started these science projects out here in our ocean and 



           19    in our land.  I mean, that was just started recently.  And 



           20    it's good to hear that, you know, we have all these 



           21    corporations going around trying to get information from 



           22    the people who lived here for 1,000 years or more, more 



           23    than that.  And we have -- you know, we have all this 



           24    information in our head.  



           25              And I'm glad to see that there is people coming 
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            1    getting comments from us, getting the information from us 



            2    that it's not written down.  Nothing is -- none of this is 



            3    written down on paper.  And it's -- it's hard.  It's hard 



            4    for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill 



            5    because that will change everybody's life here.  We 



            6    wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oil 



            7    drilling.  We would like to see onshore drilling as much 



            8    as possible.  



            9              I think everywhere you go they will have 



           10    opposition for the offshore drilling.  And I'd like to see 



           11    more voices.  I'd like to see more -- more people talking, 



           12    more people telling us what they know and what some of us 



           13    don't know.  So the more information we are getting into 



           14    the meetings, I think the better off, but in some ways I 



           15    think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oil 



           16    developments, we are just not going to stop them.  



           17              We need to find -- I mean, they need to come up 



           18    with some kind of oil spill response that will work, 



           19    actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a 



           20    spill, stop it from coming ashore, try to contain it in 



           21    the little area that's already affected.  I think that's 



           22    one of the biggest worries that I have is oil spill 



           23    containment and cleanup because it's inevitable.  It will 



           24    happen in small amounts or in large amounts.  It doesn't 



           25    matter.  
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            1              That's -- that's contaminating our food out 



            2    there.  It's like our garden.  It's like you using 



            3    pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are 



            4    trying to eat.  It's the same thing.  It's killing off a 



            5    lot of things.  



            6              But I am in full opposition of offshore 



            7    drilling.  I have been living off the land my whole life.  



            8              I can't really think of anything else to say, 



            9    but welcome.  Thank you for coming, getting information, 



           10    and I really hope -- I really hope it's heard.  I hope our 



           11    voice is heard, and not only heard but put into the 



           12    thought and make them think about -- think about these 



           13    things that they are trying to get information on, not 



           14    just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.  



           15              You know, we -- I'd like to see some like -- I'd 



           16    like to have them notify us, you know, talk to us back, 



           17    not just us talking to them and telling them, you know, 



           18    what we think.  I think they should -- I think they should 



           19    -- I think we should hear their voice back after they get 



           20    all this information.  And after we give the information, 



           21    I think we could get some information back on what is 



           22    going to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this 



           23    stuff that we talked about.  That would be a lot -- that 



           24    would be a real positive thing.  



           25              As I said, I'm in full opposition.  I like -- I 
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            1    love my subsistence way of life.  And it's never going to 



            2    stop for me.  I'm just hoping and I'm praying that it's 



            3    not going to stop for our future generations that are 



            4    going to come.  



            5              I know there has been a lot of fighting for the 



            6    way of life that we live.  You know, the oil drills up on 



            7    the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they 



            8    try to take away our bowhead living.  They are trying 



            9    to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, like 



           10    populations of all of our animals, and they are trying to 



           11    take actions before they -- before they come up with any 



           12    kind of results.  You know, it's nice for people to come 



           13    up here and get the information from the people who 



           14    actually live up here and see it every day of our lives.  



           15    Even if it's the smallest animal that we see running 



           16    across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.  



           17    I can't put it any other way.  



           18              But I really do oppose offshore oil drilling.  



           19    I'm in full opposition to that.  And everybody who talked 



           20    on the mike, they are in full opposition, but the way I 



           21    see it, I think it's going to happen anyways.  They are 



           22    going to go out there and drill offshore.  It's going to 



           23    happen anyways, even without our opposition.  



           24              It will help a lot for each and every entity 



           25    that comes up here we can give information to and try to 
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            1    get, you know, oil spill response teams in these 



            2    communities that we live in.  We reside here year-round, 



            3    and we are not going to move.  



            4              I think me and everybody else here would like to 



            5    have some good part of our population trained or at least 



            6    know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.  



            7    I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be 



            8    trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill.  I 



            9    know there is -- there is corporations that give a limited 



           10    amount of people, two or three or four people, who go down 



           11    and they will leave town for training, this oil spill 



           12    training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- I 



           13    mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.  



           14              We need a community to know what's going on with 



           15    the oil spill and know what to do.  I think it takes a 



           16    whole community to understand that.  And I'm sure 



           17    everybody in this community, if they are trained and if 



           18    they know how, they will give a hand.  They will lend 



           19    their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain, 



           20    try to protect our way of life.  



           21              That's another big thing with all this oil 



           22    development.  I think every coastal community should have 



           23    at least a crew of people who know how to operate 



           24    machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not 



           25    just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah, 
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            1    well, we are going to have this contained and everything, 



            2    but they are going to be providing -- they are going to 



            3    say, yeah, we are bringing money up there.  We are going 



            4    to clean it up, giving you money, putting people to work, 



            5    but that's the people that they already have trained to do 



            6    that kind of job.  And I think -- I think they should come 



            7    to every community and at least train as many people as 



            8    they could and get that thought in their mind so we know 



            9    how to do it so we are able to do it.  



           10              I think that's another big thing on this 



           11    offshore drilling.  When an oil spill does happen, you 



           12    know, I think every community should know what to do, not 



           13    turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call 



           14    people and ask, okay, what do we do?  We don't know -- 



           15    that would be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a 



           16    community level to have nobody know what to do here.  I 



           17    think that should be another strong -- another real good 



           18    idea.  



           19              I think I've said pretty much everything I could 



           20    think of.  I'm sure there is more but, you know, I'm -- I 



           21    said -- I said I think -- I think I said what counts, so 



           22    welcome and thank you.  Thank you for your time.  Thank 



           23    you for letting us speak.  



           24              And you know, we are providing information.  So 



           25    I think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to 
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            1    the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups.  And we would 



            2    like feedback on it.  We would like feedback.  We would 



            3    like for them to, you know, at least come talk to us and 



            4    tell us, okay, this is what we do for your comment that 



            5    you said, you know.  



            6              We need some kind of feedback for that.  We 



            7    didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that 



            8    we did get.  But feedback to us would be -- would be 



            9    helpful.  That would be -- that would move us to the next 



           10    level of understanding, to the next level of comments and 



           11    everything that -- everything that we talked about so we 



           12    don't keep talking about the same thing over and over.  



           13              We would like to see something done about it and 



           14    something -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done 



           15    so they could move on to another concern.  But I think 



           16    that's all I got to say.  



           17              And I hope everybody came to an understanding 



           18    about all that.  So thank you and good evening.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  



           20    Well said, and you will have a chance to speak again.  We 



           21    have been at this for a while.  I know we have got to give 



           22    our recorder about a ten-minute break.  So how about we 



           23    take a ten-minute break.  We will all come back and go 



           24    around the room again.  We won't leave until everybody is 



           25    satisfied.  
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            1               (A break was taken.)



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We notice it was pointed 



            3    out by one of the community members that some people 



            4    arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again 



            5    so we are all on the same plate, I've asked Sharon to come 



            6    up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so 



            7    that everybody understands why we're here.  



            8                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  I was just going to, 



            9    rather than go -- unless you all want me to go through the 



           10    flip chart again, I can just kind of summarize what we 



           11    talked about.  So what's the preference?



           12                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Summarize.  



           13                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  Why we are here 



           14    today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ocean 



           15    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, is seeking 



           16    your comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental 



           17    Environmental Impact Statement.  Copies are on the table.  



           18    We are here because of a court litigation that was done 



           19    back in 2008 prior to sale 193.  And the Court told us to 



           20    go back and to readdress the concerns.  



           21              So those are the three concerns we are 



           22    addressing in that document is what the Court told us we 



           23    had to do because our EIS was not adequate on natural gas 



           24    development or on the missing information that we stated 



           25    in the document.  So we have to follow the regulations and 
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            1    go back and do it.  



            2              In addition, after we published the draft 



            3    supplemental EIS, we came up here, got the community's 



            4    comments, got public comments, over 150,000 comments.  



            5    We -- a lot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater 



            6    Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what would 



            7    happen if there was a very large oil spill.  So we went 



            8    back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill.  And 



            9    so that is in the document.  So not only do we have the 



           10    information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we also 



           11    had information on what it would be if a very large oil 



           12    spill would happen.  



           13              We need your comments.  We need your comments.  



           14    We need any traditional knowledge to take a look at our 



           15    document.  The due date for public comments and your 



           16    comments are due July 11th.  We are using regulations.gov.  



           17    There is information on the table on the website to how to 



           18    submit your comments.  If you have got any questions on 



           19    how to submit those comments, we have a telephone number 



           20    to our office in Anchorage.  We are out of Anchorage, 



           21    Alaska.  We are all Alaskans up here.  So you can call us 



           22    and we can let you know.  



           23              Again, after we take your comments, we will 



           24    prepare a final supplemental environmental impact 



           25    statement.  This supplements the environmental impact 
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            1    statement that was done in 2007.  And it will go to the 



            2    Secretary of the Interior who will make the decision 



            3    whether to affirm the lease sale, the area that was 



            4    offered for lease in 2008, or make some changes to it.  He 



            5    can affirm the lease sale, keep the leases, or he can 



            6    cancel the leases.  It's all on the table.  So he needs to 



            7    go back and make that decision.  



            8              Once he makes that decision, it will be filed 



            9    with the Court.  The Court has asked him to make that 



           10    decision by the 3rd of October.  He will make the 



           11    decision.  It will be filed with the Court, and the 



           12    district judge in Alaska will decide whether or not our 



           13    agency has complied with the federal laws of the National 



           14    Environmental Policy Act and any other federal laws that 



           15    were raised in the litigation to make sure the agency met 



           16    its obligation in doing that.  



           17              So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  One 



           19    thing I want to add.  And I heard this in this meeting and 



           20    at our meeting government-to-government this afternoon and 



           21    at another meeting.  Some of the Elders have said you have 



           22    been coming up here for 15, 20, 30 years.  We tell you the 



           23    same thing.  Well, it's not that we are coming to bother 



           24    you, thinking you might change your mind, but there is a 



           25    law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program 
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            1    and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.  



            2              While you have this requirement, you also have 



            3    new administrations and new presidents and new Secretary 



            4    of the Interior and all those kind of folks.  But because 



            5    of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a 



            6    requirement that we come back and speak with you.  So in 



            7    many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that 



            8    people have to come up and speak with you and make sure 



            9    that's what it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that 



           10    was 30 years ago, it doesn't count.  We can't do that.  We 



           11    have to make sure we are talking with the communities and 



           12    your voice is heard.  



           13              And so it's kind of a bother.  This is the best 



           14    time of the year for you.  It's gorgeous outside.  I 



           15    understand belugas are coming.  The fishing is going to be 



           16    great.  And here we are at a meeting.  But this is 



           17    important and this is what we need.  So thank you very 



           18    much.  



           19              So why don't we start on this side of the room.  



           20    Okay.  Sir, would you like to comment again?



           21                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  First of all, Nathan 



           22    Henry.  And I'd like to apologize.  I was thinking that 



           23    maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the 



           24    ocean and drilling.  So I'm sorry about that.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.
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            1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  So just a scientific 



            2    question.  Is the global warming a natural cause or is the 



            3    global warming caused of the oil being sucked out -- like 



            4    opposite from insulation.  You think that maybe that oil 



            5    down there will keep it cool and it's just being sucked up 



            6    and now it's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that 



            7    might be cause of -- part of the cause of the global 



            8    warming?  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question, 



           10    and we can talk about that all night.  This is Jim Kendall 



           11    speaking.  Bottom line is, no matter what's causing global 



           12    climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first 



           13    in the Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have 



           14    to consider that in our analyses.  But the jury is out on 



           15    what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is 



           16    happening.  



           17              You are -- right here in the Arctic it's 



           18    starting first.  And we have got to deal with it in our 



           19    analysis, as well.



           20                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  There has been -- 



           21    throughout the years and years there has been like 



           22    billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground, 



           23    and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place 



           24    like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago 



           25    or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oil 
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            1    was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big 



            2    major difference or there are still grounds -- there are 



            3    still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to 



            4    go there or are there different flowers growing out or, 



            5    you know -- I know that you can't stop the global warming, 



            6    but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's in the record.  



            8    Thank you.



            9                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Okay.  Thank you.  Good 



           10    evening.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Nathan, 



           12    right?  Thank you.  Okay.  Next?  



           13                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.:  Hello.  Warren 



           14    Lampe, Senior, for the record again.  There was a couple 



           15    thoughts that did come to mind within the short time that 



           16    I had the mike.  This ocean and where they are drilling, 



           17    where they propose to drill is right smack in the middle 



           18    of our highway.  It's like a highway, our food highway 



           19    that our animals have to migrate past us and get back.  



           20    They get to their feeding grounds.  They get to their 



           21    grounds that they have babies.  You know, they pass by us, 



           22    and they have to pass by us to do it.  



           23              With the oil spill happening out there, it's 



           24    going to halt the migration.  It will reroute the 



           25    migration.  It's just like when we are traveling to the 
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            1    store on the highway, a tree or something accidentally 



            2    falls on the highway, it's going to stop us.  It will stop 



            3    us from going to the store.  Same thing it will do to the 



            4    animals with the oil spill.  It will halt the migration, 



            5    change the route.  And it might take years.  It might take 



            6    20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this migration 



            7    is going and, within that time, it will be too late.  



            8              And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oil 



            9    being sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our 



           10    global heating, global warming, I mean, there is relevance 



           11    that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they 



           12    are burning it.  It makes carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide.  



           13    So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, I 



           14    mean, he's right.  



           15              But with our ocean and the drilling, I think -- 



           16    I think most of their studies and I think most of their 



           17    money that they are putting out for this energy, I think 



           18    it should be going towards renewable energy like ocean 



           19    currents.  They produce energy.  They have proven 



           20    technology that we can get energy out of currents.  We 



           21    have technology that we can get energy out of the wind.  



           22              We have a whole bunch of technology that's 



           23    proven to convert to -- converted to this renewable energy 



           24    that we could use over and over, not like the oil and gas 



           25    that we burn one time or -- you know, we could use the 
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            1    heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery.  We 



            2    could use the heat off of it.  But it's not the same.  



            3              I think most of this money that they are pouring 



            4    out into getting energy, I think most of it should be put 



            5    to renewable energy.  I think that's another big -- 



            6    another big situation that, you know, they should think 



            7    about and put to use, renewable energy.  With that, we 



            8    could have renewable -- we could have, like, wind turbines 



            9    here to have energy whenever we have wind instead of using 



           10    oil all the time to heat our homes.  



           11              And that's another part of the -- another part 



           12    of the situation that I'm trying to understand and I'm 



           13    trying -- I'm still trying to calculate it in my brain 



           14    that -- all these negative effects that are going to 



           15    happen to us.  And once that happens, there is pretty much 



           16    no way of getting it back.  There is no way of making our 



           17    life the same.  It's going to be changed, you know, 



           18    probably forever.  



           19              But I think a lot more money should be put into 



           20    renewable energy instead of having all this wasted money 



           21    of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and -- 



           22    because a lot of the money that they put in, it's -- it's 



           23    almost like a waste to me.  They put all this money in and 



           24    then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to 



           25    plan.  Somebody else stops and steps in and say, no, that 
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            1    can't be done.  You can't do it that way.  So all that 



            2    money that they use to try to come up with all this 



            3    information, it could have been used to, you know, put -- 



            4    put it towards renewable energy.  I think that's a big -- 



            5    that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be 



            6    thought of more carefully, put more information into 



            7    there.  



            8              I think they should have a round of 



            9    informational meetings about renewable energy because I 



           10    think that's some -- something that -- that we would all 



           11    support instead of right now we are all in opposition of 



           12    offshore oil drilling, and if you come up with renewable 



           13    energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy 



           14    or the wind providing energy for us, that would be a whole 



           15    change of story that would save our traditional cultural 



           16    way of life.  It would save a whole culture, a whole group 



           17    of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.  



           18              I think most of us would -- we would be in 



           19    support of renewable energy because we are all -- we are 



           20    all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even 



           21    on our land where we are opposed to oil energy, oil 



           22    drilling so much, but it's more so far offshore.  We don't 



           23    want it to happen.  I think they should put more -- 



           24    more -- more of what they have, their funds, their 



           25    thoughts, their energy, put more of it into renewable 
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            1    energy.  I think that's -- I think that would be a -- that 



            2    would make a whole lot more of Alaska happy.  



            3              I think that's -- that's a -- that's a big 



            4    thought, too.  I think that's -- that's what should 



            5    happen.  That's what should be happening because oil is 



            6    going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now just 



            7    like our Prudhoe Bay is running out.  We are going to run 



            8    out of oil.  We are going to run out of energy.  Within 



            9    that time we may have an oil spill.  We may have 



           10    contamination that's irreversible.  



           11              I mean, we go to renewable energy, we are -- we 



           12    will be able to make use of it over and over again instead 



           13    of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns 



           14    off into our atmosphere.  It causes a chain reaction of 



           15    negative events.  



           16              And when I think in my mind, I think we could 



           17    use this -- we could be going to renewable energy, and 



           18    it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting 



           19    as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative 



           20    impacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and 



           21    getting it ready for us to use and making it useful for us 



           22    to burn safely.  



           23              I think -- I think they should turn their head 



           24    the other way, turn it away from offshore oil drilling and 



           25    put -- you know, face the renewable energy because the oil 
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            1    is going to run out.  Our wind won't run out.  Our water 



            2    currents, they may change, but they are still going to be 



            3    there, not like the oil.  You know, it's going to 



            4    disappear.  It's going to be gone.  So that's a big 



            5    thought.  



            6              I think more -- more thought, more energy, more, 



            7    you know, information should be put towards renewable 



            8    energy.  That's something we would be in support of 



            9    because everybody -- I'm -- I think everybody that you -- 



           10    everywhere you go there is going to be opposition.  There 



           11    is going to be strong opposition for offshore oil 



           12    drilling.  



           13              So if that could make it to, you know, the 



           14    decisionmakers up there to -- I think they should change 



           15    direction and start -- start developing renewable energy.  



           16    That's a big thing because I think a lot of us would be in 



           17    support of that.  So that's a thought I had in mind.  



           18              So thank you very much.  



           19                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Good evening.  Leo 



           20    Ferreira, III, for the record.  I just wanted to get out 



           21    some stuff that I kind of left out.  I can't remember 



           22    everything, but I just wanted to touch a little bit on 



           23    science and the studies that's been going on.  I don't 



           24    think the lease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen 



           25    because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of 
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            1    our sea animals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our 



            2    seals, and our bowhead whales.  There hasn't been a real 



            3    good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an 



            4    oil spill -- what the harms would be to them.  And so we 



            5    need to do more baseline studies before the sale lease of 



            6    193.  There needs to be more base study of our animals in 



            7    the sea.  



            8              And another thing that the Coast Guard, the 



            9    Coast Guard ships, I already know that when they go out 



           10    here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how much 



           11    oil is in there, that there will only be -- I understand 



           12    there will only be one ship for containment of an oil 



           13    spill in case.  



           14              And Warren has a point about an oil spill that 



           15    the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the 



           16    outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill 



           17    so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster 



           18    and will have more people available.  And that's just 



           19    another way of generating jobs up here on the North Slope 



           20    is we all live off of the land and sea year-round, whether 



           21    it be berries, tutu, caribou, musk ox, polar bears, brown 



           22    bears, walrus, bowhead whales, beluga, all the sea animals 



           23    and land animals.  That would help protect our way of 



           24    life.  So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an 



           25    oil spill, we would like to have training.  
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            1              And that's another reason why the sale of 193 



            2    shouldn't happen because their response is going to be too 



            3    slow, especially when you have a Coast Guard ship 



            4    stationed almost 1,000 miles from where we are at right 



            5    now.  



            6              And since there is no scientific way of cleaning 



            7    up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice 



            8    conditions and the harsh environment out here in the 



            9    Arctic Circle, if there is an oil spill that's going to 



           10    affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our 



           11    beluga, our walrus, even our sea birds that migrate out 



           12    here when springtime has arrived, and also fall time is 



           13    what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way 



           14    of life as we know it to this day.  



           15              And I feel that government is not capable of 



           16    replacing our way of life for the great dollar.  Right now 



           17    that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this 



           18    village.  We live off of welfare around here, and the 



           19    biggest job is the North Slope Borough, and that's about 



           20    20 percent of this village workforce.  And the rest of us 



           21    are on welfare.  



           22              I don't think sale 193 should happen until some 



           23    of these other issues are dealt with and more studies 



           24    being done just in case there is an oil spill and we have 



           25    to clean it up.  We feel like we shouldn't have to pay the 
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            1    price for an oil spill and then end up living off of 



            2    welfare because the oil spill has taken away our way of 



            3    life out here in the ocean because we already know oil 



            4    kills off and kills off on land.  It's going to kill off 



            5    worse in the water.  And it's not just going to affect the 



            6    state of Alaska Natives.  It's going to affect everybody 



            7    up here in the Arctic Circle.  It's going to chart a chain 



            8    reaction.  



            9              Just like with global warming, it's already 



           10    starting a chain reaction.  It's just the State ain't 



           11    going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have 



           12    a change in environment up here because of global warming.  



           13    So I hope that the federal government listens to our 



           14    comments and takes into consideration that what we have to 



           15    say will help make these rules and regulations for the 



           16    offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal government 



           17    with the oil industry.  



           18              Our ecosystem out here is very sensitive to 



           19    pollutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise 



           20    activity.  We already know; knowledge already tells us and 



           21    our ancestors already told us, and we even see it 



           22    ourselves and we live the life.  We would be disturbing 



           23    our animals and changing our migration routes.  Warren has 



           24    a point there when he talks about the oil having an affect 



           25    on our animals.  He's right.  It will change the 
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            1    migration, or we might not even be able to harvest our 



            2    animals because of an oil spill.  



            3              And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up 



            4    an oil spill.  And we would very much like to see them 



            5    have some kind of way of assuring us that in case there is 



            6    an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oil 



            7    spill.  And we don't want to lose our way of life because 



            8    we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away 



            9    our way of life.  We already know.  But we know we have to 



           10    try to balance things out and work with the federal 



           11    government and work with the Obama Administration so we 



           12    can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put 



           13    into effect so we could try to help our way of life and 



           14    sustain it the way we all come to an understanding.  



           15              So I oppose sale 193.  And thank you.  



           16                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  Boy, I'd like to thank 



           17    Point Lay.  You guys say the same thing Point Hope says.  



           18    You guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said.  And you 



           19    guys say same thing -- I have been listening to this for 



           20    20 years.  Every time BOEMRE comes to our communities to 



           21    talk about offshore leases, Point Hope always say no.  



           22    It's been -- my father was against offshore activity, and 



           23    I'm strongly against offshore activity.  



           24              I had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it 



           25    happened, and I witnessed the government, the oil 
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            1    companies not really doing anything to try to stop that 



            2    spill at the Gulf.  I seen some birds that I haven't seen 



            3    in a long time, and I seen some birds I will never see 



            4    again, like what has happened with the Exxon Valdez oil 



            5    spill.  



            6              One good comment I heard tonight was Mr. Lampe.  



            7    He wanted feedback.  He wanted BOEMRE to come back and 



            8    explain about the comments that Salazar will be looking 



            9    at.  So you see, Mr. Kendall, I think the Village of Point 



           10    Lay would like you to come back and explain about your 



           11    comment -- about their comments and how you are going to 



           12    submit it to Salazar.  



           13              Before October's decision, I'd like to take all 



           14    the tribal council members to Washington, D.C. when he's 



           15    going to make his decision.  And my goal is to pick up a 



           16    resolution from all the tribal villages about opposition 



           17    to offshore activity.  



           18              We all know in the past North Slope Borough has 



           19    been doing a lot of research in which our communities has 



           20    to have anything to say about.  Even though we have got a 



           21    North Slope Borough Wildlife Commission, our communities 



           22    always ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.  



           23    So we in the communities don't really trust the North 



           24    Slope Borough or the State of Alaska.  We trust ourselves 



           25    because our traditional knowledge is very strong, and we 
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            1    carry on for years.  We don't write in the book.  Our 



            2    ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by 



            3    words.  



            4              I thank you very much from the bottom of my 



            5    heart about your comments.  It's very strong, make me feel 



            6    real good that you guys are against offshore activity.  



            7    I'm going to do a radio talk show at KBRW like I did at 



            8    KOTZ, making my report what kind of meeting you had at 



            9    Point Lay, what kind of meeting we had at Point Hope and 



           10    what kind of meeting we had at Kotzebue.  Hopefully I'll 



           11    be able to make it to Wainwright.  



           12              I haven't heard anything much about baseline 



           13    studies about our wildlife, but all I heard was oil spill.  



           14    Everywhere I go to, we talk about oil spill.  So you see, 



           15    I'll send a message to Salazar, Mr. Salazar, people of the 



           16    Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part 



           17    of the ecosystem in the Arctic, want to protect the 



           18    wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the 



           19    people for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our 



           20    cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our 



           21    people united, wildlife that would make our people work to 



           22    good and be stronger.  



           23              So you see, Mr. Salazar, we are in heavy 



           24    protection.  We need heavy protection from oil development 



           25    in the Arctic; not only oil development, but the 
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            1    transportation routes coming from Europe going to Asia 



            2    from the Northwest Passage.  



            3              So thank you, Mr. Salazar, for accepting my 



            4    request.  Thank you.  



            5                    MS. JOANNE NEAKOK:  I'll share this.  



            6    JoAnne Neakok, for the record.  I just want to share that 



            7    I'd like to support my grandchildren and my children and 



            8    my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is 



            9    decided for whatever they can use for energy, you know, I 



           10    really -- I really oppose offshore drilling myself.  



           11              But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.  



           12    And we are so spoiled, like someone mentioned here, 



           13    because we can just turn on a light switch and we don't 



           14    have to hang dry our clothes.  And we don't have to, you 



           15    know, walking for transportation, but I -- I really feel 



           16    that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we 



           17    are being attacked either way.  



           18              And I love going out to the ocean with my 



           19    husband.  We share a lot of good times out there.  Brings 



           20    us joy to our family when we bring home something from the 



           21    ocean.  And when the captains bring home a whale, it's a 



           22    happy occasion for the community.  It brings the community 



           23    together stronger, and we are able to work with each other 



           24    hand in hand.  And it's a blessing, the ocean.  It brings 



           25    life to everyone, you know.  
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            1              For me it was scary to even ride out there on an 



            2    18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or 



            3    the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, I think 



            4    about how mighty God is out there, controlling the waves.  



            5    And you know, I say a prayer for anyone that goes out to 



            6    hunt, that God will just bring them home safely.  I'm sure 



            7    everyone does that in the community, not only myself and 



            8    Willard or, you know, other families.  



            9              And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry 



           10    about hunters out in the wintertime.  We are having to go 



           11    search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and look for 



           12    the person.  And that's, you know, gas, using gas.  



           13              But I wanted to say that sharing our food from 



           14    the ocean is always a blessing to bring people together, 



           15    and that's a strong, you know -- I think it's strong 



           16    enough to say that it pulls the families together.  But I 



           17    want to share from Genesis I, Verse 10.  "And God called 



           18    the dry and earth and the gathering together of the 



           19    waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good."  And 



           20    I -- I see it that way.  You know, it's a blessing.  



           21              Thank you.  



           22                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  My name is Willard 



           23    Neakok, for the record.  I have three more items that are 



           24    related to offshore drilling which I'm in opposition.  But 



           25    first, you know, a few people would look out the window.  
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            1    Look at the sky.  Fifty years ago, for those that remember 



            2    those days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky 



            3    wasn't that light.  What is it?  Maybe powder blue.  



            4              Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, 



            5    maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that.  If 



            6    you look at the childhood pictures where your parents are 



            7    taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute.  I want to take 



            8    this picture.  And if you look in the background, look at 



            9    the sky.  You know, for us, 50 years plus, look at our 



           10    childhood pictures.  Look at the sky.  You will see the 



           11    difference.  They were a lot bluer than that, all because 



           12    of emissions from fossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't 



           13    regulated, car engines that weren't tuned up.  And I'm 



           14    sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they look 



           15    outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day.  Fifty years 



           16    ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a lot more 



           17    bluer than what we see today.  



           18              Just think about it.  Even pictures back in the 



           19    days, you look at them, you will see the sky a lot more 



           20    bluer, more colorful, you know.  We are seeing a blue 



           21    planet from a satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet; 



           22    but then a lot of people don't think of looking up and 



           23    seeing blue sky no more.  I noticed that like maybe 20 



           24    years ago.  Our skies are changing.  



           25              Why is that?  And nowadays, learning from 
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            1    emissions from fossil fuels unregulated, you know, 



            2    emissions from all the different countries that we have.  



            3              But three other things that I wanted to mention 



            4    is the sound that your drill rig will make.  I'm going to 



            5    use Kivalina as a subject.  Thirty years ago, you know, 



            6    they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.  



            7    Before then, you know, they had belugas, they had whales 



            8    migrating through their ocean.  



            9              And then they built that Red Dog port, and all 



           10    the noise coming from that port was affecting the 



           11    migration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.  



           12    Now they have to go 30 miles north just to try and harvest 



           13    belugas, bowheads.  They never had that problem before 



           14    sound start being emitted from the ships that are going in 



           15    to Red Dog port.  



           16              And if we have that up here, you know, right 



           17    where lease 193 is going to be, who knows what our 



           18    migration route is going to be for the bowheads or 



           19    belugas.  



           20              You know, sound travels quite a ways on the 



           21    water, a lot more further than on land.  Another thing 



           22    that's why I'm in opposition of offshore drilling.  



           23              Another thing is where sale 193 is, I had to ask 



           24    Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam.  I had to ask 



           25    him what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal.  And 
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            1    right there on the north side of where they want to drill, 



            2    the south side of it is where the current goes.  And on 



            3    the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.  



            4    They got clams, they got mussels; you know, whatever they 



            5    need.  It's a small area, but that's where the walrus goes 



            6    to feed.  



            7              I learned that.  You know, I am a walrus 



            8    commissioner.  And I just learned that just in February 



            9    when we had a meeting with Shell Oil.  In fact, Shell Oil 



           10    and we had an Eskimo Walrus Commission meeting almost a 



           11    day apart from each other.  I learned where they wanted to 



           12    drill.  Next day I learned that is where the largest 



           13    concentration of clams and mussels and where the walrus 



           14    feed.  



           15              And if we have an oil spill, the current is 



           16    going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah 



           17    Shoal.  And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats 



           18    that, then, you know, they are doomed.  Where are you 



           19    going to go next?  That's another thing.  That's why I'm 



           20    in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.  



           21    It might be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the 



           22    hottest -- more important that the walrus has been using 



           23    for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.  



           24    Now they have to swim 60 plus miles just to come to land 



           25    and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go 
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            1    feed.  



            2              Losing one thing just because we want to gain 



            3    another, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know, 



            4    have lights, have gas to run around by boat, snowmachine, 



            5    aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are 



            6    in opposition.  We are trying to balance everything.  



            7    That's why, you know, we say what I've heard here tonight, 



            8    you know.  Let's deplete whatever is on land.  There is 



            9    ANWR.  There is all different other places here in the -- 



           10    or the Lower 48, I should say, that there might be 



           11    potential for oil.  Canada, even.  



           12              We are so dependent on trying to provide our own 



           13    United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know, 



           14    producing our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we 



           15    still order from, you know, other different countries.  



           16    And now we have a small version of, you know, oil 



           17    producing at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably, 



           18    what, 15 percent of the United States consuming oil.  



           19              That's another thing.  I like the idea of, you 



           20    know, renewable energy, you know.  We are in the 21st 



           21    century.  Why can't we produce something to -- that will 



           22    be renewable, something that we can use to run our 



           23    generators, run our snowmachines, run our boats?  We have 



           24    technology out there.  



           25              It's like Warren said, let's use that money to 
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            1    try and find something that we can renew every -- even if 



            2    we have -- you know, we have cell phones.  We have 



            3    cameras.  We have, you know, renewable, rechargeable 



            4    batteries.  Why can't we do something to substitute fossil 



            5    fuels?  



            6              Someday we are going to run out.  That's why we 



            7    need the technology to recognize and figure out what we 



            8    can use to renew our way that we are so used to.  



            9              When we first came here, you know, we had to go 



           10    find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our homes.  We had 



           11    to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a 



           12    little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.  



           13    You know, we are accustomed to it.  It was introduced to 



           14    us.  



           15              Now, you know, with the technology we have 



           16    today, I'm sure that, you know, scientists -- you know, 



           17    somebody will come up with something that we can use 



           18    rather than it will be there forever.  Maybe someday our 



           19    skies will start turning darker blue than what we see now.  



           20              And I think the last thing I was going to talk 



           21    about was what are we going to do if -- if this 



           22    exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case 



           23    scenario of large oil spill.  We don't have the capability 



           24    of having staging areas for booms, for vessels.  Closest 



           25    one is, what, Kodiak.  Or Prudhoe Bay.  They have a small 
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            1    one, but not enough to contain what may have happened like 



            2    in Prince William Sound or the Gulf of Mexico.  Where are 



            3    we going to stage it?  



            4              I go out one day and start seeing big containers 



            5    of boom, big, you know, boats out there.  We have like 



            6    six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and 



            7    every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of 



            8    every summer.  We utilize almost every one of them.  You 



            9    know, where are we going to -- might take four or five 



           10    days before we finally reach or they finally reach with 



           11    adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.  



           12              Sure, Shell said that they are going to have 



           13    boom close enough on their different ships.  They are 



           14    going to have boom.  But what if it's bigger than the 



           15    Exxon/Mobile [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big 



           16    as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico?  They don't have 



           17    enough containment booms to take care of the oil spill.  



           18    Where are we going to stay?  Take four or five days for, 



           19    you know, a ship to come up with enough containment.  



           20              I heard somebody say, what about the oil under 



           21    the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.  



           22    We have a lot of moving ice out there.  We have a lot of 



           23    underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on 



           24    the surface of the ice.  You know, who knows where it's 



           25    going to go?  Oil companies say, yes, we have the 
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            1    technology on how to do it.  But how are they going to do 



            2    it underneath the ice?  Oil is lighter than water, and it 



            3    can travel with the current.  



            4              That's why I said earlier, you know, all the 



            5    other coastal villages on the west coast of Alaska are 



            6    going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing, 



            7    tar balls being washed ashore.  I heard about plankton, 



            8    the micro-organisms.  It's going to domino effect to -- 



            9    from micro-organisms to the bowhead.  It will do that, 



           10    like I said again earlier, we lose everything.  We lose 



           11    our way of life.  Like what I heard from Sophie, we lose 



           12    our identity.  We lose our identity because we take care 



           13    of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us.  We need to 



           14    take care of the ocean.  If we lose that, you know, we 



           15    lose our identity.  We are going to have to live off the 



           16    land.  



           17              A lot of people -- we need different foods.  We 



           18    get tired of hamburger, pizza.  That gets monotonous.  



           19    Getting tired of this land-based food or McDonald's or 



           20    Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever.  It gets old.  We 



           21    need something different in our diet.  That's where the 



           22    ocean comes in.  If we lose our ocean, we lose everything.  



           23              And I hope that Mr. Salazar will hear our voice, 



           24    understand what is going to happen if we have an oil 



           25    spill.  I hope he understands that traditional knowledge 
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            1    that has been passed on to us from generation to 



            2    generation by word of mouth.  If he hears that, I hope, 



            3    you know, he does not make this a reality because we are 



            4    the ones that are going to lose.  We are the ones that are 



            5    going to lose.  We are going to be going to the store.  We 



            6    are going to be going inland.  



            7              But yet, you know, we have currents that go up, 



            8    or rivers from the ocean.  Can go at least maybe 15 miles 



            9    inland before we, you know, when I first moved here, we 



           10    had to go inland to get fresh water.  Sometimes we had to 



           11    travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the 



           12    water, still a little salty.  We have to go further up.  



           13    You know, if we don't have containment booms, we have 



           14    currents that go inland from the ocean, it's going to 



           15    affect whatever animals that we have in land, too.  That's 



           16    a scary thought.  



           17              But those -- like I said when I first started 



           18    speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see 



           19    our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when 



           20    I'm talking about.  I just hope that Mr. Salazar will make 



           21    the right decision so we can pass the traditional 



           22    knowledge that has been passed on to us to our children, 



           23    our grandchildren, and hope they also pass their knowledge 



           24    that they learned from us to continue to do the things 



           25    that we have enjoyed here in the small village.  That way 
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            1    they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you 



            2    know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years 



            3    and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.  



            4              Change of diet, change of food.  Once in a while 



            5    we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the land 



            6    and off the ocean, you know.  That is what we use the 



            7    most.  There is natural resources, the natural foods, that 



            8    has been provided by -- we don't over harvest.  We 



            9    don't -- waste anything.  



           10              So you know, I hope Mr. Salazar hears our 



           11    testimonies, not only from this village, but any other 



           12    villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are 



           13    talking about.  I hope that Mr. Salazar makes the right 



           14    decision.  Thank you.  



           15                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  This is Sophie Henry 



           16    again.  Just to add on kind of what Willard was just 



           17    saying, but from my experience -- I moved up here nine 



           18    years ago.  And nine years ago when I came up here, there 



           19    was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.  



           20    We had to chase them off of the runway for the plane to 



           21    land.  I mean, it was overloaded with caribou.  



           22              And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coal 



           23    mine and they started having a helicopter, and traffic 



           24    went back and forth.  Well, that -- you know, that changed 



           25    the migration of the caribou, so that pretty much robbed 
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            1    our community of harvesting those caribou.  Well, now, 



            2    Washington or Shell Oil or whoever wants to, they want to 



            3    drill out here in our ocean.  



            4              Well, if they change the migration of our 



            5    whales, all our mammals, you know, we might never get to 



            6    hunt that again.  They may never come back up here.  We 



            7    may never see them.  We may never -- we might not ever get 



            8    to eat any of that food again.  So they are pretty much 



            9    put in like a teetertotter.  Yeah, it's a good thing for 



           10    them to -- you know, for Alaska, I guess you should say, 



           11    to drill for the money, but they rob us of our food and 



           12    our way of life and our tradition, you know.  



           13              And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they 



           14    are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and 



           15    pray that they listen to the communities and, you know, 



           16    give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and 



           17    the way our ancestors lived.  And hopefully, you know, we 



           18    see the other side where we can, you know, continue to 



           19    live this way and not get robbed of our mammals.  You 



           20    know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition 



           21    and our way of life.  It would just be nice for once our 



           22    voices get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just, 



           23    you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would 



           24    be a lot better than offshore, I should say.  But that's 



           25    all.  
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            1                    MR. WILLIAM TRACEY, JR.:  William Tracey, 



            2    Junior.  Inupiat name is Aqpaaqtuaq, named after my aaka, 



            3    grandmother Dorcus Neakok.  I was born in Barrow, raised 



            4    here in Point Lay all my life.  Went hunting.  I almost 



            5    lived like a nomadic life when I was a kid with my 



            6    grandparents.  We would travel up and down the coast by 



            7    boat.  Warren Lampe could attest to this.  He was there 



            8    for a lot of it, also.  



            9              We traveled by boat.  We lived in a tent.  And 



           10    what we caught was our dinner, our lunch, our breakfast; 



           11    bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks, 



           12    eggs, fish.  And we would hunt these animals, get our 



           13    fill, come back here, put them in the cellar and do it all 



           14    over again, camping up and down the coast from Icy Cape to 



           15    Kutchiaq.  



           16              Wintertime we would continue that.  We would go 



           17    to land into it ice fishing and caribou hunting.  During 



           18    the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too 



           19    hot or too many mosquitoes to butcher the caribou.  We 



           20    would load the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and 



           21    find a piece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the 



           22    ice.  This would be June, July, all the way in August we 



           23    would have floating ice.  We don't see that too much 



           24    anymore.  



           25              Now, I grew up hunting beluga and walrus, and 
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            1    noise pollution is a big thing when it comes to beluga.  



            2    Learning from our mistakes, we banned the use of ATVs on 



            3    the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise 



            4    from the ATV will carry into the water and scare the 



            5    beluga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to 



            6    herd the beluga.  And we also banned any aircraft flying 



            7    over the ocean or the lagoon during this time of the 



            8    season because the noise of the plane will scare the 



            9    beluga out and away.  So we have our president out with 



           10    Era Aviation to stay away from our hunting areas for 



           11    beluga.  



           12              I hear a lot of people saying the ocean and land 



           13    is like our garden.  I don't know how many people in the 



           14    U.S. have a garden anymore.  More and more people are used 



           15    to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway.  I like to look at it 



           16    this way:  The land is my Safeway, and the ocean is my 



           17    Sam's Club.  I get all my bulk foods from the ocean, and I 



           18    get my canned goods and baked goods from the land.  Just 



           19    another way to understand how we use our land and water.  



           20              People talk about the ocean getting polluted if 



           21    there is an oil spill, all the animals and vegetation in 



           22    the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the 



           23    waters surrounding the spill.  We see it on TV.  Every 



           24    time there is a spill, they are cleaning animals.  I don't 



           25    know how it would look if you see some people dressed up 
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            1    in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a 



            2    walrus, even caribou.  



            3              If the lagoon got contaminated with oil, our 



            4    whole entire Western Arctic herd uses our lagoon to get 



            5    away from the heat and the mosquitoes.  You will see the 



            6    entire herd sitting in the lagoon.  They will cross the 



            7    lagoon and walk on the spit where there is less mosquitoes 



            8    and more wind.  They will cross the inlets in whole herds.  



            9    And I couldn't even imagine losing that whole herd of 



           10    caribou, a catastrophe like that would happen.  



           11              So thank you.  Good evening.  



           12                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Hi.  This is Marie 



           13    Tracey again.  Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you 



           14    are listening -- and I'm sure you have listened to all of 



           15    us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it 



           16    may affect our life, our food chain.  And I would like you 



           17    to please be our hero.  We will be waiting for your 



           18    comment on what we have said from our little Native 



           19    Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government.  And I'm 



           20    so happy to be talking to you.  I sure wish you could talk 



           21    back to me right now, but be our hero.  



           22              Thank you for listening to us and sending these 



           23    people here to Point Lay.  They are getting bit by 



           24    mosquitoes, but I'm sure they don't mind.  Good evening.  



           25                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam.  Folks 
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            1    have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how 



            2    important the ocean and the land is.  And so I'm not going 



            3    to add much to that.  I don't think that's kind of the 



            4    role for my voice, anyway.  



            5              But I would like to say a couple more things 



            6    specifically about the EIS and the ways that I think it -- 



            7    the agency should re-evaluate, redo the EIS between the 



            8    draft stage here and the final stage.  



            9              The first thing is lots of folks have talked 



           10    about the need for information and that there is more 



           11    information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.  



           12    However, it's also true that we need to use the 



           13    information that's at hand correctly.  



           14              And so, for an example, on page 106 under the 



           15    section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas 



           16    production, it says, gray whales, bowhead whales and 



           17    humpback whales have been shown to -- "that received 



           18    levels of impulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to 



           19    cause avoid avoidance behavior."  And this is just not 



           20    true.  The bowheads are actually much more sensitive to 



           21    sound.  And the available literature says they avoid 



           22    received levels of industrial sound oftentimes down to 120 



           23    dB.  So the statement here is misleading at best, and 



           24    please make sure that the right information is used to 



           25    evaluate what the potential impacts are from the 
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            1    activities under the EIS.  



            2              Mitigation measures, there is a section in here 



            3    that's not very thorough, and it references back to the 



            4    original 193 EIS.  And there are some things that have 



            5    been said today that I would like to reemphasize that the 



            6    agency needs to consider as mitigation measures.  



            7              Zero discharge is one of them.  Shell has agreed 



            8    to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't 



            9    agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea.  And that 



           10    should be a standard mitigation for both areas.  Certainly 



           11    some discharge occurs early on in the topple, but muds and 



           12    cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those 



           13    types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean 



           14    because it's people's gardens or Sam's Clubs, or whatever 



           15    it might be.  So zero discharge is a best available 



           16    technology that Norway implements and should be 



           17    implemented here, as well.  



           18              Many times beluga hunters here in Point Lay in 



           19    the past have told me they don't want any industrial 



           20    activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or 



           21    until the beluga hunt has occurred.  So that should be a 



           22    standard mitigation to protect the beluga hunting here in 



           23    Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the belugas 



           24    themselves.  



           25              No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after 
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            1    the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of 



            2    July.  Folks have talked about walruses and seals hauling 



            3    out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.  



            4    Mitigation measures need to be in place to make sure that 



            5    those walruses aren't disturbed, that stampedes aren't 



            6    occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane 



            7    traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas.  Lots 



            8    of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea.  They need to be 



            9    protected from oil spills especially, but also from 



           10    colliding with ships.  So the appropriate lighting needs 



           11    to be a standard mitigation measure in the EIS.  



           12              In the fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are 



           13    starting to hunt bowhead whales.  The ice in the 



           14    springtime isn't as good as it used to be.  So it's harder 



           15    for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring.  So 



           16    Wainwright is an example.  They hunted a bowhead last fall 



           17    for the first time in a long, long, long time.  Point Lay 



           18    has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.  



           19              So there needs to be a closing date or a window 



           20    when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in 



           21    order to allow for bowheads to be available to the 



           22    communities here for hunting.  



           23              Many people have talked about oil spills, and I 



           24    don't need to go into that too much more, although I would 



           25    like to add one thing.  The Deepwater Horizon incident 
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            1    showed that oil companies aren't prepared to respond to a 



            2    large oil spill, even though they say they are.  In 



            3    reality, things just don't work the way they would like 



            4    to.  



            5              I think the same is true here for the Arctic.  I 



            6    think if oil companies are allowed to drill -- or before 



            7    they are allowed to drill, they should demonstrate their 



            8    ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water 



            9    seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered 



           10    season.  So more emphasis needs to be put on the ability 



           11    of companies to respond to an oil spill showing that they 



           12    can clean it up.  



           13              I'm pleased that BOEMRE decided to evaluate the 



           14    impacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  And 



           15    there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to 



           16    respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to 



           17    respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that 



           18    matter.  We don't know a lot about the surface -- water 



           19    circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's 



           20    really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or 



           21    the fate of spilled oil.  What beaches might it end up on?  



           22    And that information will help for deploying oil spill 



           23    cleanup equipment before an accident happens.  



           24              I know that your agency, Jim, is trying to 



           25    gather some of that information, but a lot more is needed 
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            1    before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work 



            2    out there.  



            3              The issue of dispersants and how the dispersants 



            4    themselves affect the animals, the plants and mammals in 



            5    the ocean is needed.  And are dispersants actually better 



            6    than just letting the oil be out there by itself?  These 



            7    are really important questions that remain to be answered.  



            8    And if people are going to dump dispersants on the oil but 



            9    it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be 



           10    considered.  So we need more information before we try to 



           11    use things like dispersants.  



           12              And finally, I wanted to make a comments on 



           13    cumulative impacts.  The revised EIS has about 13 pages 



           14    related to cumulative impacts.  And unfortunately, that's 



           15    not sufficient, and unfortunately the cumulative impact 



           16    section doesn't even include evaluation of what a large 



           17    oil spill might -- how that might contribute to cumulative 



           18    impacts.  



           19              So even though the judge didn't tell you to 



           20    evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been evaluated 



           21    in the cumulative impact section, as well.  And I think 



           22    that should change between now and the final EIS.  



           23              That assessment, the cumulative impacts 



           24    assessment section, is also not sufficient because it 



           25    doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are 
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            1    foreseeable, that are known.  There is oil and gas 



            2    activities that are going on in both places.  I know that 



            3    Russia has seismic shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this 



            4    year.  Why isn't that considered in the EIS?  If I know 



            5    it, certainly the federal government knows it.  



            6              So please make sure that the cumulative impact 



            7    section is comprehensive and does include all of the 



            8    foreseeable activities that are occurring.  And those 



            9    activities need to include areas where the animals that 



           10    occur here, where they go to.  And that includes Russian 



           11    waters and the Bering Sea.  



           12              And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in 



           13    Japan earlier this year, and a nuclear power plant has 



           14    leaked radiation, and we have received lots of calls 



           15    suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be 



           16    impacting the subsistence resources.  And so my suspicion 



           17    is that radioactive impacts to resources up here is 



           18    probably minimal, but I think it needs to be evaluated, 



           19    especially in the cumulative impacts section.  Monitoring 



           20    needs to occur, and that needs to be evaluated.  



           21              And then one final statement on monitoring 



           22    that's in the mitigation section.  There is a statement 



           23    that oil companies need to do resource-based monitoring.  



           24    They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.  



           25    And I think that the agency needs to require that the data 
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            1    that the oil companies collect on environmental issues, 



            2    not from what's happening in the drilling or what's 



            3    happening -- or the data they get back from the seismic 



            4    exploration, but the environmental data needs to be 



            5    publicly available.  They are using a public resource, and 



            6    all that information needs to be available for the public 



            7    to evaluate, as well.  



            8              Thank you again for hanging in here late into 



            9    the evening and for taking comments from me and other 



           10    folks.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are not done yet.  



           12    Don't go away.  Back here.  Anyone?



           13                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Before I go, I have one 



           14    more before I go.  Nathan Henry, again, before I leave.  



           15    Let's see.  I think that oil spill was in Louisiana 



           16    somewhere.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that -- 



           17    nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill, 



           18    probably.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that there was 



           19    going to be an oil spill, I'm sure somebody would have 



           20    went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- I shouldn't 



           21    say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them.  



           22    I'm pretty sure that people would have went to the ocean 



           23    and got as much as sea life as they could possibly get and 



           24    store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.  



           25              And we don't know if there is going to be an oil 
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            1    spill out there or not.  Should we go out there and 



            2    slaughter the animals, the sea life before the oil does 



            3    or -- we don't know.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  Thank 



            5    you, Nathan.  



            6                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for 



            7    the record.  I heard a lot of good testimonies in just a 



            8    short few hours.  And I just want to let everybody know 



            9    that I keep hearing we, we, we.  And when I hear that word 



           10    we, we are talking about everybody, not just the Arctic.  



           11    We are talking about the United States, our nation.  And 



           12    just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up 



           13    here, it goes around the globe.  So if we have an oil 



           14    spill up here, it's not only going to affect us.  It's 



           15    going to affect wherever that current is going.  



           16              And I believe that, you know, God helps those 



           17    who helps themselves.  So help us help you.  Let's work 



           18    together.  We are united -- what's that word united means?  



           19    We are as one.  So let us be a stepping stone.  We are in 



           20    control.  This is our nation.  We work together, and by 



           21    saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in 



           22    control.  



           23              Just like I mentioned earlier, let's keep 



           24    drilling on land.  Let's deplete the oil on land before we 



           25    even consider drilling offshore.  You know, just take the 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       101







            1    Gulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in 



            2    the ocean as we speak.  And we have a spill out here, we 



            3    are going to -- we are going to modify that spill.  



            4              So I just want to let who is going to decide to 



            5    lease that sale, I want to let them people know that, you 



            6    know, it's not only going to affect the people of the 



            7    Arctic; it's going to affect them, too.  



            8              And I encourage to be against offshore drilling, 



            9    especially up here in the Arctic.  In that way we may 



           10    encourage industries to look into conservation.  Conserve.  



           11    Quit making our motors eat gas.  Make them smaller.  We 



           12    are going the wrong direction.  Just like Willard was 



           13    mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our 



           14    fossil fuels.  



           15              There was another testimony about using natural 



           16    energy.  I believe that just by making this decision and 



           17    not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole 



           18    nation, everybody.  And I just want to let whoever is 



           19    going to decide to do the lease know that you are going to 



           20    affect not only us.  You are going to affect everybody; 



           21    the whole nation, the whole world.  And I just want to 



           22    see -- I don't want to see offshore drilling.  I don't 



           23    want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through.  And I want to 



           24    see conservation.  You are doing this nation a favor.  You 



           25    are going to help us learn to conserve.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       102







            1              I mean, take, for example, our Inupiat values:  



            2    Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, helping each other.  



            3    Just like one testimony, talk to farmers.  Don't shut them 



            4    down.  By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil 



            5    industries to drill where they want to drill.  Who is in 



            6    control, fossil fuel hunters or the farmers?  We are all 



            7    farmers here.  Native peoples in the Arctic, we are  



            8    farmers.  



            9              Just like one fellow mentioned, the ocean is our 



           10    garden.  You know, just look at it that way.  So we have 



           11    an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our 



           12    garden and it's going to ruin our nation.  We are -- we 



           13    the people, we are in control.  Who is in control?  We 



           14    are, not the oil industry.  So please do not drill 



           15    offshore.  



           16              And I hate to admit I am a former oil company 



           17    employee.  And I have seen directional drilling.  Take 



           18    that into consideration.  Keep the -- keep the rig on land 



           19    and let them direct their drill to the oil, not -- not put 



           20    ships in the water.  Take that into consideration.  



           21              Thank you.  



           22                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Delbert Rexford, for 



           23    the record.  I'd like to echo many of the concerns that 



           24    have happened.  I'd just like to add that when -- what's 



           25    your name, sir?  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jim Kendall.  



            2                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Jim, when you talk 



            3    about 35 years of testimony, I had the privilege of being 



            4    a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on 



            5    over the years.  And one particular Elder was so 



            6    frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since 



            7    the discovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay.  He said -- 



            8    he told me to translate this.  (Inupiaq.)  It is time to 



            9    kick those regulators and agency people in the butt.  I 



           10    couldn't find the heart to translate that.  But he said 



           11    translate it.  



           12              And this is the frustration of 35 years of 



           13    repeating our testimony, of repeating our concerns, of 



           14    repeating protecting our way of life.  And when you talk 



           15    about cumulative effects, you are not even considering the 



           16    fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin.  



           17    Cruise ships coming through Barrow, through Davis Strait 



           18    and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side, 



           19    estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian 



           20    side in the name of international trade and cargo 



           21    delivery.  



           22              All these cumulative effects are not even 



           23    included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease 



           24    Sale 193.  And the amount of sewage or debris that may be 



           25    disposed of into the sea.  And as Danny stated, all these 
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            1    currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm 



            2    Gulf stream or the Pacific stream, or the Bering Sea, the 



            3    Arctic Ocean.  



            4              Greenland is proposing to go offshore.  The U.S. 



            5    Coast Guard has already identified hundreds and thousands 



            6    of vessels over the years that will go through the 



            7    Northwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering 



            8    Straits in the name of trade and cargo.  Yet, Lease Sale 



            9    193 is right on the migration path of the bowhead whale.  



           10              I don't know if you receive any of John Citta's 



           11    e-mails, but you should -- you should -- I think it's 



           12    right smack in the middle of it.  When we had our Barrow 



           13    whaling captain's association meeting, right there.  The 



           14    Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission opposed the offshore 



           15    development of Lease Sale 193 because of that very 



           16    concern; not only that, noise pollution.  



           17              University of Miami 20 years ago proved that a 



           18    marine mammal can hear 100 miles away.  And when -- when 



           19    then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nelson Lagoon, we had to 



           20    travel 80 miles to catch whales because of just the 



           21    generator running.  No exploration activity, no drilling.  



           22    Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson 



           23    Lagoon.  Eighty miles away we catch our whales.  And by 



           24    the time we took the whales into Barrow, they were 



           25    spoiled.  
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            1              Is this what we can look forward to in the 



            2    future?  Do we have to travel further to catch whales in 



            3    the fall time and tow them in and the meat is no good by 



            4    the time we get them to shore?  That's not what we want.  



            5    What we want is from our country, from our nation.  



            6              From Secretary Salazar what we want is the 



            7    assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the 



            8    ecosystem, the food chain will be all protected.  Willard 



            9    so eloquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the 



           10    mussel beds on the shoal.  Critical habitat.  



           11              When then MMS decided to have the NPRA lease 



           12    sale -- this is shocking.  When they proposed to have the 



           13    NPRA northwest lease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon 



           14    from Wainwright all the way to Icy Cape was critical 



           15    habitat.  Oh, just a minute.  It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.  



           16    It goes all the way to Kutchiaq, 100 miles of it.  



           17              So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of 



           18    lagoon that is considered critical habitat in their 



           19    previous lease sales within NPRA?  Are they going to 



           20    determine the entire 100 miles of lagoon critical habitat?  



           21    That needs to be considered seriously.  



           22              A lot of things have been said, but they have 



           23    been said from the heart because of the concern for our 



           24    garden, our air, land and sea.  Unlike any other 



           25    industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.  
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            1    But you take a look at the cumulative effects in Nuiqsut, 



            2    surrounded by oil and gas industry.  The traditional land 



            3    use areas haven't been impacted.  Now they go as far close 



            4    to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were 



            5    accustomed to harvesting within close proximity to 



            6    Nuiqsut.  



            7              Is this what we can look forward to in the event 



            8    that Lease Sale 193 does occur?  Marine traffic increases, 



            9    marine vessels increases, air traffic in the name of 



           10    helicopter or other support, airborne traffic increases.  



           11              BHP alone affected the caribou here in Point Lay 



           12    when they did a short little study.  That's common 



           13    knowledge in the community.  And these are concerns that 



           14    we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in 



           15    Wainwright, and elsewhere.  



           16              I do believe that as people, my fellow tribal 



           17    members as a tribal council member with the Inupiat 



           18    Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about 



           19    airborne pollutants, things that are emitted into the air.  



           20    And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, it's 



           21    cold and then so they drop into the water.  So they become 



           22    waterborne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of 



           23    the ocean.  Is this something that our future generations 



           24    will have to live with?  



           25              I think when you talk about cumulative effects, 
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            1    you need to look at what the Coast Guard is saying as they 



            2    work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are 



            3    looking at Nome or other areas in Alaska for a deep port 



            4    so that maritime vessels can even increase right through 



            5    the migration, right through our ocean.  



            6              These are cumulative effects that need to be 



            7    weighed and considered; not just the lease sale itself, 



            8    but all of these cumulative effects.  You are talking 



            9    about increased emissions, carbon dioxide, carbon 



           10    monoxide, other pollutants into the atmosphere.  



           11              They have likened the Arctic to a canary in a 



           12    mine, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive.  And 



           13    this is a beluga harvesting community.  It's a whaling 



           14    community.  So when Salazar weighs these things, are we 



           15    another Amazon?  Are we another Indian tribe in the 



           16    statistic in the future?  Are we like our Native American 



           17    Indian brothers and sisters whose lands have been 



           18    exploited, whose lands have been taken in the name of 



           19    resource development?  Is this what we look forward to for 



           20    future generations?  



           21              Look at the cumulative effects.  We know that 



           22    Holland, Princess and all these cruise ships -- I don't 



           23    know how many people go into that cruise ship, but I'd 



           24    imagine 500.  I don't know.  But that's a lot of waste 



           25    that also goes into the waters.  And the United States is 
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            1    working with Canada to make sure that those maritime 



            2    routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our 



            3    subsistence way of life, also.  



            4              But I'd like to thank the community of Point 



            5    Lay, you know.  I love to visit Point Lay because I get a 



            6    chance to go beluga hunting, have some fresh muktuk, visit 



            7    with family and friends.  



            8              Just like Barrow.  I mean, Barrow is just right 



            9    on -- right on the same route that this thing is going to 



           10    hit.  It's one current, three currents.  Going north, 



           11    going south, as Willard stated, currents underneath.  



           12    Because what we do during the whaling season is that we 



           13    drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice.  We go 10, 



           14    20 fathoms to see which way the current is coming and 



           15    going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.  



           16              It's not just the surface current that Robert 



           17    alluded to earlier.  It's also the current the undertow 



           18    that is there.  And if globs of oil go to that current, 



           19    how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean 



           20    it up?  We don't -- we don't hear any answers from the 



           21    industry.  



           22              But my late father worked hard to protect the 



           23    bowhead whale and make sure that we continue to harvest 



           24    the bowhead whale.  And I think for those of us that are 



           25    whalers, we continue to do so because it is our way of 
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            1    life.  It is our tradition, our cultural heritage.  That 



            2    is far richer than any cow or any chicken can be valued.  



            3    Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products 



            4    reap the benefits, but it's not the same.  There is no 



            5    spirituality linked with it.  



            6              Like when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whale, 



            7    when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner 



            8    satisfaction that you feel whole as a person.  It's not 



            9    the same with hamburger.  It's not the same with chicken.  



           10              But thank you for coming.  I always feel at home 



           11    in Point Lay, and this is the most beautiful season of the 



           12    year.  You are here when something very beautiful happens.  



           13    And thank you for coming.  I do hope Salazar listens, that 



           14    it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the 



           15    interest of national security or national interest.  



           16              But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian 



           17    tribe, overwritten, discarded and homeless.  We don't want 



           18    to be that because this is our home.  



           19              Thank you.  



           20                    MS. MARJORIE PIKOK LONG:  Hi.  My name is 



           21    Marjorie Pikok Long.  I agree with Delbert.  He said like 



           22    35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for 



           23    something.  That was 35 years ago that this is still going 



           24    on.  I was seven years old.  And now it's happening now.  



           25    I'm 42, and I have to speak for my kids because he 
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            1    spoke -- his parents spoke for him.  I'm against the 



            2    proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling.  He's 



            3    right.  We can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know, 



            4    animals like down states can do.  What we get is from the 



            5    ocean.  It comes by itself naturally.  It's the nature of 



            6    life.  We don't go and find it.  It comes to us.  And we 



            7    need that.  It's like the beluga harvest is only once a 



            8    year.  



            9              And just that once a year it's a joyful thing 



           10    because we barter the food that we get from the beluga.  



           11    Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our 



           12    muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other 



           13    villages that got the whale.  But now that we've got the 



           14    quota to get the whale meat, now you guys want to go out 



           15    and go offshore drilling.  You guys might as well take 



           16    away our hunting for the whale.  



           17              And I don't want to see that because my boy, 



           18    he's 19.  He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is 



           19    about because it's being passed on not just from our 



           20    village, but people from other villages that do whale, 



           21    they come and help us to teach our kids and the villagers 



           22    how to get a whale.  And I hate to see that gone, too, 



           23    because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the 



           24    food they provide us.  They provided us with the food and 



           25    everything, not just our Elders use it for medicine.  Our 
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            1    kids, they get sick, the medicine that we get from the 



            2    clinic doesn't help.  



            3              The oils, sometimes the mothers rub it on their 



            4    kids' chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk, 



            5    nuvuk.  I don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something 



            6    that's, you know, something that's not good to have when 



            7    you are sick.  And the oil that's used to help loosen up 



            8    the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they 



            9    feed them a teaspoon full of that, too.  And that helps 



           10    those kids get better because the medicine doesn't work at 



           11    the clinic.  And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's 



           12    hard to get medicine out here, too.  It's hard to get 



           13    anything out here to the Bush area.  



           14              It took two weeks just for a loaf of bread to 



           15    finally come to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks 



           16    sometimes just for hamburger meat to come to Point Lay.  



           17    We can't afford a $520 trip from here to Barrow to go from 



           18    here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our income 



           19    alone.  Sometimes our income alone doesn't make it through 



           20    the whole two weeks to buy our groceries.  We have to live 



           21    off the food that we have.  



           22              So our kids are not just being raised by the 



           23    weight of the -- how they are being raised right now with 



           24    the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but 



           25    they are also being taught with our culture.  So we're 
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            1    still trying to adapt to their way and our way.  And it's 



            2    not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different 



            3    cultures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us 



            4    grow up just being people and not to have to worry about 



            5    food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to 



            6    worry about buying gas.  You didn't have to buy a bullet.  



            7    But now we have to adapt to this.  



            8              You guys have given us all these privileges that 



            9    you guys do, like the whaling.  We finally got a quota for 



           10    the whaling.  We had to fight for it.  I mean, our Elders 



           11    didn't have to do that then.  They went out and got a 



           12    whale.  



           13              And it's harder for us to see our kids have to 



           14    grow up this way.  I know for me it is.  I'm speaking for 



           15    my baby in my stomach right now.  I want my baby to grow 



           16    up to do what I did, to be able to eat what I'm eating and 



           17    not have to, you know, come to these kind of meetings to 



           18    be the voice.  



           19              You know, it should be stopped.  Just, you know, 



           20    stop it.  Somebody has got to stop it for us because we 



           21    may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the 



           22    power to stop it.  And I hope somebody out there steps up 



           23    to it, you know.  Listen to us.  This is our way of 



           24    living.  Thank you.  



           25                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Robert Lisbourne, 
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            1    for the record.  We say no to offshore drilling.  We will 



            2    continue to say no.  So if the government goes out and do 



            3    this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing 



            4    from us.  What would happen if I stole something from the 



            5    government?  I go to jail, right?  We have no authority to 



            6    do that to the government.  



            7              So this is very serious.  It is our land.  We 



            8    will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for 



            9    thousands of years.  So I'm just saying if they go out 



           10    there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill, 



           11    there goes our food.  That's our land.  No more use for 



           12    our land.  It's stealing from us.  So thank you.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anybody back here?  Is 



           14    it time for a break, a ten-minute break?  I see a couple 



           15    heads shake.  Why don't we take ten minutes, and if people 



           16    want to continue to talk we are going to stay.  



           17               (A break was taken.)



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I think everybody 



           19    is in the room that's sitting down.  And we have gone 



           20    around the room twice, and we want to make sure no one 



           21    leaves feeling that they didn't have their say.  So 



           22    instead of going around the room again, I'm just going to 



           23    ask, who wants the microphone.



           24                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.  Willard 



           25    Neakok, for the record.  I'm not going to speak for the 
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            1    lease 193 at this time, but I'm going to speak for another 



            2    village, which is the village of Nuiqsut.  I know they are 



            3    going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ocean.  



            4    And they are surrounded by oil companies on land.  They 



            5    have to go 30, 40, 50 miles just to go inland to go hunt 



            6    caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep.  And now they are 



            7    going to drill on their ocean.  



            8              They are covered by three sides, east, west, and 



            9    south.  And now I feel sorry for Nuiqsut for oil companies 



           10    closing their back door to their -- their ocean.  And if 



           11    that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqsut is going 



           12    to be surrounded completely.  They have to go further out 



           13    to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they 



           14    might get.  



           15              We care for each and every one of our villages.  



           16    When we hear somebody hurt, gets hurt in a different 



           17    village, you know, we -- we have our sympathy towards 



           18    them, their families, their friends.  And now their whole 



           19    village is going to be affected by closing their back door 



           20    and start having an oil company out there drilling.  And 



           21    they are a lot -- you know, the lease sale that's 



           22    happening over there is a lot closer than Lease Sale 193.  



           23              You might be able to see that oil rig, drill rig 



           24    out there, that ship, you know.  I just wanted to, you 



           25    know, let Mr. Salazar know that, you know, if they let 
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            1    these lease sales happen, the exploratory drilling happen, 



            2    they are just closing their back door to the Village of 



            3    Nuiqsut.  Because I don't want to have this happen to them 



            4    like what's happening now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill 



            5    rigs all over the place.  And now you are going to have a 



            6    rig out in the ocean.  Now they are going to have to go 



            7    further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there might 



            8    be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a 



            9    month or so.  



           10              You know, that will cost the oil companies money 



           11    each and every day when they are not drilling.  But they 



           12    got to think of feeding the village for the passion that 



           13    we have of living off the ocean.  I hope that -- you know, 



           14    if anybody goes to Nuiqsut, I hope this is passed on to 



           15    them that another village cares for other people, other 



           16    villages here on the Slope.  We are all related somehow, 



           17    some way.  I have relatives in Nuiqsut.  I have relatives 



           18    in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage, 



           19    whether by family, extended family, by blood, by marriage.  



           20              You know, I just feel sorry if that goes 



           21    through.  And even over here, too, if lease 193 goes.  You 



           22    know, people make decisions in the Lower 48.  Like someone 



           23    said, they don't care what happens up here.  We care what 



           24    happens down there with all the storms, all the oil 



           25    spills, you know.  You know, it affects us, too, 
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            1    spiritually, mentally.  I hope it doesn't happen to us, 



            2    you know.  I would say that I'd hate to be those people 



            3    going through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.  



            4              I hope there is a lot of compassion out there to 



            5    say I hope that, you know, the lease sale doesn't go 



            6    through and it's been approved for oil to be explored, 



            7    drilling because, you know, like I said, we care for each 



            8    other.  We are supposed to care for each other.  You know, 



            9    we send money to different parts of the world, you know, 



           10    in case a natural disaster happens or what like happened 



           11    in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince William Sound.  We 



           12    don't want it to happen to us.  



           13              And when I wrote my article for the newspaper, 



           14    you know, I don't want to see what could happen to our 



           15    animals, our way of living.  I don't want to see what 



           16    happened down there happen to us up here.  You know, we 



           17    have a lot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea.  We have 



           18    a lot of crabbing.  We have, you know, walrus, marine 



           19    mammals that are going to be affected, not only here on 



           20    the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia, 



           21    Greenland, Norway, currents that not only goes through the 



           22    Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, Chukotka, 



           23    all different countries if an oil spill like what happened 



           24    in the Gulf of Mexico.  



           25              But most of all, you know, if the other lease 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                       117







            1    sale in the Arctic Ocean happens, you know, the Village of 



            2    Nuiqsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting 



            3    a back door on them.  I don't want to see that happen.  



            4    You know, I care for everybody here on this earth.  



            5              So I'm grateful that folks came here and get our 



            6    testimonies.  And hopefully Mr. Salazar, like I said, 



            7    makes the right decision to where we can live our way of 



            8    life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do, 



            9    what we hunt and share.  



           10              If you look at all these pictures here on the 



           11    wall, you know, we have spirituality over here.  We have 



           12    togetherness on the other one.  And all these pictures 



           13    behind you, you can see the smiles on the children's 



           14    faces.  Over here, you know, we have old pictures, 



           15    '50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that 



           16    passed on their knowledge on how to take care of the 



           17    ocean.  We have a picture here of us whaling, not only us, 



           18    but different other villages along the coast, all up and 



           19    down the west coast of Alaska down to King Island.  



           20              You know, if we let the oil companies come and 



           21    drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it 



           22    affects those people down there, too.  You can see the 



           23    happiness in the kids.  If we take that away, if we let 



           24    somebody take that away, our heritage, our way of living, 



           25    our animals, we won't see those smiles.  
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            1              We will be asking ourselves why -- maybe Mr. 



            2    Salazar might say, why did I do this, why did I say yes to 



            3    exploratory drilling.  Now look what happened.  They have 



            4    no animals.  They can't hunt bowhead.  They can't hunt the 



            5    beluga.  They can't harvest walrus, seals anymore because 



            6    I said yes to exploratory drilling.  



            7              Mr. Salazar has a lot of weight on his shoulders 



            8    and, I hope he doesn't make it a lot heavier by saying yes 



            9    to exploratory drilling.  



           10              Thank you.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Willard.  



           12    Anybody else?  I have an open mike.  I'm not going to go 



           13    around and bother everybody.  Is that you, Nathan?  



           14                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Nathan Henry here 



           15    again.  Talking about the oil, maybe scientists should try 



           16    and do a little experiment, like putting oil underground 



           17    and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it 



           18    and see how long will the oil -- see if the oil will keep 



           19    it cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know, 



           20    compare like -- because I think if you take a million 



           21    gallons of oil underground out, it might warm up because 



           22    maybe the oil might be keeping the ground cool.  



           23              And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably 



           24    cause the ground to get warm, and there is a big gap -- I 



           25    think I said that one time.  There is a big gap when they 
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            1    empty out the ground from the oil.  There is that big gap.  



            2    What do they do?  Do they fill it in or leave it empty?  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It fills in.  



            4                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  By itself?  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Usually with water or 



            6    salt or something.  



            7                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  But does that warm that 



            8    area up?  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't know.



           10                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  See, we don't know, 



           11    either.  And it would just be good if, like, scientists go 



           12    and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool 



           13    or the earth cool.  I don't know.  I just thought maybe 



           14    I'd say that.  Good evening.  Quyanaqpak.  Thank you.  



           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I will learn some of the 



           16    words.  Anyone else?  I still have the mike here.  It's in 



           17    my hand.  It's still on.  The battery still works.  



           18                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for 



           19    the record.  Prime example is back in the early and 



           20    mid '40s, we had the government stage with radar sites all 



           21    up and down the coast of Alaska and who knows where else.  



           22    And modern technology, state-of-the-art technology, got 



           23    rid of those radars, and it cost the government more money 



           24    to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites.  All 



           25    the mess those radar sites caused.  And just like deja vu.  
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            1    You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for 



            2    oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so much 



            3    just to clean up a fraction of that oil.  So I hope 



            4    Mr. Salazar takes that into consideration.  



            5              Just like Willard was saying he's got lots, lots 



            6    on his shoulders.  And if that sale passes, it's going to 



            7    get worse.  So I just hope and pray that he -- he makes 



            8    the right decision.  And again, I'd like to see the oil 



            9    industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider 



           10    drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic.  Thank you.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Anyone 



           12    else?  Going once.  You found someone?  Going once?    



           13                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for 



           14    the record.  Just to make one quick comment.  I know oil 



           15    means money, more funding, and that's great.  Just 



           16    drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean.  No 



           17    offshore, you know.  More oil, more money.  Let's -- less 



           18    oil, more [indiscernible].  So we need to learn to go back 



           19    to the old ways.  And if we keep going in the direction we 



           20    are now, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are 



           21    just messing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.  



           22    Let's go to natural energy.  



           23              Thank you.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.  



           25    Anyone else?  
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            1                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Good evening.  Lloyd 



            2    Pikok.  And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on 



            3    oil, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a 



            4    population bigger than Point Lay and there is a population 



            5    bigger than the North Slope, and their demand for oil is 



            6    bigger than us wanting to stop it.  And I believe it's not 



            7    if; it's going to be when they are going to start 



            8    drilling.  



            9              And what do you guys have planned for our 



           10    communities to benefit off of this?  You know, if -- the 



           11    way I feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the 



           12    point where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a 



           13    renewable resource to live off of.  And I feel like, you 



           14    know, you guys should have something in position for us, 



           15    you know, like the students and the people that are 



           16    learning here to give us something to learn so that we can 



           17    do it, because we know the environment more than -- 



           18              You know, everybody has lived off the 



           19    environment for so long, and I feel that if you guys learn 



           20    and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give 



           21    everybody the proper training, that might end in a safer, 



           22    you know, conclusion than just coming into our backyard 



           23    and start drilling.  You guys should learn to train us and 



           24    give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are 



           25    going to do it and send people from up there.  And find a 
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            1    way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are 



            2    going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just 



            3    give them that proposal of, you know -- 



            4              Because there are students and people around 



            5    here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because 



            6    they know the way their environment is and they know 



            7    exactly how it works.  And I just want to know how you 



            8    guys are going to make the communities that you are going 



            9    to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to 



           10    make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this 



           11    oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just 



           12    going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are 



           13    going to take our land.  



           14              And the oil, if it were to come up and it were 



           15    to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to 



           16    stop it?  That's all I got to say.  Thanks.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's why we keep 



           18    going until everyone has a chance to speak.  Well said.  



           19    Thank you.  Anyone else?  Anyone wants to speak again?  



           20    Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak?  Good comments.  



           21                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  This just comes to 



           22    my mind.  I have been thinking about it for a while, you 



           23    know.  The more oil we have, the price of oil goes down.  



           24    And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up.  



           25    And that could help this nation to, you know, start 
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            1    conserving, conserve our oil, you know.  I mean, if I'm 



            2    going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs me $12, I'm 



            3    going to be real careful how I use that gas.  



            4              Just take into consideration, Mr. Salazar.  More 



            5    oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same.  Less 



            6    oil, price goes up.  The more we conserve -- the more we 



            7    help ourselves, the more we can help the planet.  



            8              Thank you.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Lloyd, 



           10    right?



           11                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Lloyd Pikok again.  And 



           12    he's talking about conserving our oil, and I think it 



           13    would be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that 



           14    can conserve our oil, you know, to make your dollar go a 



           15    little bit further, you know.  Kind of invest in ways that 



           16    we use oil a whole lot less than when we did before for 



           17    those Toyo stoves and anything.  



           18              You build a better environment for the oil to 



           19    keep going and we will have more oil.  We will have more 



           20    sustainable oil because we know how to use it more 



           21    efficiently.  And I feel like if you guys are going to 



           22    come in and drill, you might as well find a way to use 



           23    this oil a whole lot more sustainable than just, you know, 



           24    burning up half of what you are going to get because I 



           25    know that when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34 
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            1    pounds of carbon monoxide.  And that's -- you know, I was 



            2    taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.  



            3              And I mean, these houses run at like -- I don't 



            4    even know how much, but it burns so much oil and that's 



            5    what's causing us to, you know, look for more is because 



            6    we are burning more of it.  What if we learn to conserve 



            7    it in a way, you know, into our building, into our 



            8    lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of 



            9    that extra dollar.  You know, we run off that one gallon 



           10    of oil and we make it last as long as five, ten gallons.  



           11              And it would be nice to see if you guys invested 



           12    in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to 



           13    think about, you know, letting this happen.  And we would 



           14    be -- we would feel more, you know, safe.  That would 



           15    cause the thought of drilling oil a whole lot more.  We 



           16    wouldn't need to drill so much oil if we knew how to use 



           17    it if we knew the efficiency of how to produce it and then 



           18    how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just 



           19    burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine 



           20    it and conserve it.  



           21              And that's all I had to say.  Thanks.  



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lloyd.  Well 



           23    said.  Anyone else?  



           24                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Leo Ferreira, III, 



           25    for the record.  I guess I have a small, little comment.  
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            1    Just a crazy idea that I just thought of since I have been 



            2    hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we 



            3    hunt at and what we hunt because I already know -- I 



            4    already have a feeling that the federal government, they 



            5    will take our comments and use it to make stipulations and 



            6    regulations for the gas and oil industry.  



            7              And I just had a crazy idea that since they are 



            8    going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if 



            9    they do find oil -- and they probably might, but we don't 



           10    know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that 



           11    point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the 



           12    federal government should take into consideration because 



           13    every village is unique in their own way.  Kotzebue 



           14    depends on fish.  It's their yearly supply for 



           15    subsistence.  Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale.  And 



           16    Point Lay is unique to the beluga.  And Wainwright could 



           17    be bowhead and walrus and so forth.  So every village 



           18    lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle.  But we 



           19    all depend on the same animals.  



           20              So if we get to past the exploration and get to 



           21    development, I think the federal government should let the 



           22    outlying communities regulate and mandate their own 



           23    wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are 



           24    trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest 



           25    our sea animals from the ocean and from the land, that 
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            1    these stipulations should be in place to help us protect 



            2    our culture.  



            3              And I hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good 



            4    idea, I think, that we should get to regulate our own 



            5    seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we 



            6    can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a 



            7    while so we can harvest our beluga.  I think these other 



            8    villages might want to do other things like they might 



            9    want a time frame to stop the activity so they can harvest 



           10    their whale when the whales are passing by on their 



           11    migration route.  



           12              That was just an idea.  Thank you. 



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Leo.  With 



           14    those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's 



           15    comment be the last comments?  Going once.  Going twice.  



           16    You want to get the last comment?  



           17              Good night.  Going three times.  Thank you very, 



           18    very much for hanging in there.  We had a good meeting.  



           19    Good comments.  And we will be back to share.  Thank you 



           20    very, very much.  Have a good night.  



           21               (Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m.)



           22               



           23               



           24               
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  1

  2                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Before we do anything

  4    else, I'd like to start off with a blessing.  And we are

  5    honored that Willard has agreed to give the blessing for

  6    us tonight.

  7               (Blessing offered by Willard Neakok.)

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much,

  9    Willard.  Well, good evening.  Welcome to the public

 10    hearing for the Revised Draft Supplemental Environment

 11    Environmental Impact Statement for 193.  That is a

 12    mouthful.  I'm not going to give you all the details on

 13    that because we are going to have a little bit of briefing

 14    on that so that we can start everybody off at the same

 15    point.

 16              Now, who are we?  In the last couple of

 17    meetings, we have had folks stop us almost halfway through

 18    the meeting and say we are not exactly sure who you people

 19    are.  Well, we are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy

 20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are a federal

 21    agency bureau within the Department of Interior.  We are

 22    the Feds.  We are not the oil and gas industry and we are

 23    not a nongovernmental organization or an NGO.  Our job is

 24    to manage the energy and mineral resources on the Outer

 25    Continental Shelf.  We are unbiased.  That's our job, to
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  1    be unbiased.

  2              The whole point of this meeting is to get

  3    information from this community to help us make a certain

  4    document better because that document and the material

  5    that goes with it goes to the decisionmaker.  The

  6    decisionmaker is the Secretary of the Interior.  He will

  7    make the decision.  We don't make the decision.  We just

  8    package up the information that people have to give us.

  9              Now, my name is Jim Kendall.  I'm the regional

 10    director for the Alaska Region of BOEMRE.  Carrying that

 11    chair over there is Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our

 12    community liaison.  He helps us make contact with the

 13    communities to make sure your information gets into the

 14    system.

 15              Sitting down there is Sharon Warren.  Sharon is

 16    the project manager for this.  She's the one that has to

 17    make sure everything works and comes together.  Sitting

 18    next to her is Michael Routhier.  Michael is the EIS

 19    coordinator.  He takes all the pieces and puts it together

 20    from the scientists.  And Scott Blackburn is over there.

 21    He was taking names.  He is our technical expert and

 22    technical editor.  His job to is to make sure all the

 23    information we get from a lot of different people flows.

 24              All right.  Now, the other person we brought

 25    with us is extremely important.  And that's Mary Vavrik.
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  1    Mary Vavrik is the court reporter who is taking all this

  2    information down.  And I am breaking one of the cardinal

  3    rules.  I'm talking too fast.  It's real important that

  4    Mary gets this down.  So whenever you speak, we are going

  5    to ask that you say your name, speak slowly and loud

  6    enough with the microphone that Mary can get it.  All

  7    right?

  8              Now, after we have the briefing, we are going to

  9    open it up for public comment.  And we are going to do it

 10    a little bit differently.  After we ask if any of our

 11    Elders would like to make comments or any of the elected

 12    officials, we are going to keep going around the room.  We

 13    are going to walk the mike around to every single person

 14    in the room multiple times so everybody has a chance to

 15    speak.  You can either pass or make a comment.  But it's

 16    going to come around again, and you can speak again or

 17    pass.  We are going to keep doing that until everybody in

 18    the room feels like they have said everything they need to

 19    say for us.  Okay.  We don't want anybody leaving this

 20    room feeling that their voice was not heard.  Okay?

 21              Now, with that, I'm going to quit talking, which

 22    I'm real good at.  I never shut up.  And I'm going to pass

 23    this to Sharon, and she's going to tell you why we are

 24    here.

 25                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you, and thank
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  1    you for allowing us to come into your community and

  2    provide this information to you and to get the comments

  3    from you because it's very important.

  4              Why are we here today?  We're here because we

  5    have a specific document that's back on the table.  It's

  6    the Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact

  7    Statement for the Chukchi Sea Sale 193.  And when was the

  8    lease sale?  The sale 193 was held in February of 2008.

  9    We did an environmental impact statement in 2007 prior to

 10    conducting the sale.  There was six companies that bid on

 11    the rights to explore tracts for the oil and gas.  We

 12    offered 29.3 million acres, and 2.8 million acres was

 13    leased.  And that was in 2008.  And I know today is 2011.

 14              So here is what happened.  Days before the lease

 15    sale, plaintiffs sued to invalidate the lease sale.  They

 16    alleged that the EIS -- they said that the EIS to the

 17    Court did not address the potential environmental impacts

 18    that was necessary for us to do under the National

 19    Environmental Policy Act.

 20              So in July of 2010, the judge ruled that the EIS

 21    on most part was satisfactory, but he had three concerns,

 22    and he wanted those concerns addressed.

 23              The three issues he wanted to address was, he

 24    said the agency failed to analyze the environmental

 25    impacts of natural gas development, even though there was
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  1    industry interest in the natural gas and even though we,

  2    in our notice of sale, had incentives to the oil companies

  3    that if they bid on the tract and issued and got a lease,

  4    that they also had incentives to produce the gas after the

  5    oil.  So the judge said you didn't look at the

  6    environmental impact of that part of the process.

  7              The judge also said that we failed to determine

  8    whether the missing information identified was relevant to

  9    the federal regulations.  Part of the litigation that we

 10    are in, there was an exhibit that was submitted and there

 11    was pages of quotations out of our document that we said

 12    we had missing information, there was uncertainty, there

 13    was unknowns.  So when we had that, there is a regulatory

 14    process that you must go through to assess and determine.

 15              The last one is that we failed to determine

 16    whether the cost of obtaining the information was

 17    exorbitant or the means of doing so was unknown.  So the

 18    Court told us that we needed to go back, that we couldn't

 19    do anything more until we went back.

 20              So what did we do in response to the court

 21    order?  We drafted a supplemental environmental impact

 22    statement to address the Court's concerns, and we came out

 23    here on the draft SEIS back in November.  Some of you may

 24    have been at that public hearing.  We came back to take a

 25    look and get your comments on the document.  We did

00008

  1    receive over 150,000 comments.

  2              And I'll turn the mike over to Mike so he can

  3    tell you what happened next on this.

  4                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  So as Sharon was

  5    saying, we received over 150,000 comments on the draft

  6    SEIS we prepared.  And that's in addition to all the

  7    public testimony we received going around to all the

  8    villages and then down in Anchorage.  Many of the comments

  9    that we received asked the agency to analyze what would

 10    happen if something went horribly wrong and there was a

 11    very large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.

 12              As you all remember, this is coming on the heels

 13    of the Deepwater Horizon event.  Everyone has seen those

 14    images on TV.  It was and is of great concern to people.

 15    We, as an agency, in reviewing the comments, considered

 16    what can we do to address some of these concerns, and we

 17    decided that the best thing to do would be to prepare an

 18    analysis of the potential environmental effects of a very

 19    large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.

 20              Now, the term very large oil spill, what does

 21    that mean?  Well, we have a great group of geologists in

 22    our office, and we went to them and asked the question,

 23    what is the highest possible flow of spilled oil that

 24    could possibly occur in the Chukchi Sea.

 25              And so they studied some data, and they
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  1    basically provided us with a detailed scenario of what is

  2    the worst thing that could happen out there theoretically.

  3    We then provided that scenario to our scientists, our

  4    wildlife biologists, our oceanographers, our air quality

  5    experts.  And they looked at the scenario and then wrote

  6    analysis on what the potential environmental effects could

  7    be from such an oil spill.

  8              It is important to remember that VLOS is a

  9    hypothetical event.  It's an extreme case.  It's an

 10    extremely large spill.  And it's not -- it doesn't

 11    represent any actual well that a company is proposing to

 12    drill.  It's just something we are using in our NEPA

 13    analysis to inform the decisionmaker of the gravity of

 14    these concerns.

 15              A very large oil spill, as I just described, is

 16    actually a bit different than another term that you might

 17    hear associated with our agency or oil and gas activities

 18    in general, that term being worst-case discharge.  I bet

 19    some of you have probably heard that term.  Just as an

 20    explanation, the term worst case discharge is a specific

 21    term found in our regulations, and it's a required part of

 22    an exploration plan.

 23              Right now we are at the lease sale stage.  There

 24    is a couple -- there is leases out there, and the

 25    Secretary eventually has to decide whether he wants to
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  1    reaffirm those or cancel some or cancel all those leases.

  2    We are at the lease sale stage.  If some leases were to be

  3    affirmed and if an oil company were to down the road

  4    submit an exploration plan, then that exploration plan

  5    would include a worst-case discharge.

  6              The worst-case discharge calculation includes a

  7    lot more information than the very large oil spill because

  8    there is a specific company that wants to drill a specific

  9    type of well in a specific location going out for a

 10    specific type of oil.  So a lot of the variables are

 11    known.  There is a lot more information known.  So the

 12    numbers might be a little different.  This is just a

 13    heads-up in case you see this other term come up.  And

 14    it's the worst-case discharge that is used to inform the

 15    oil spill response plan.

 16              So in other words, when the company prepares and

 17    stations assets to respond to a potential oil spill, they

 18    will use a worst-case discharge as the basis for that.

 19                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So what do we need

 20    from you today?  We need to have your comments on the

 21    Draft Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact

 22    Statement.  As I said, we were here in November.  We took

 23    your comments.  And we now have another document for you

 24    to review.

 25              We are looking for your comments.  We are using

00011

  1    regulations.gov, and the website is here.  We also have

  2    some handouts over there at the table on how you can

  3    access regulations.gov.  And then after the break -- yeah,

  4    at the break that we will probably take, you can come up

  5    and see the maps that we have up on the wall.  It shows

  6    what the -- what the area is that was the lease sale area.

  7    It shows what -- the alternatives, what was some of the

  8    areas that was looked at prior to the decision being made

  9    on this.  So again, this -- this is a decision that the

 10    Secretary will be making.

 11              So after this public hearing, what happens next?

 12    What happens is we will take your comments that you

 13    provided us, and we really need them because we really

 14    need to make sure that the document and the way we portray

 15    subsistence, the patterns, the migratory patterns, is the

 16    correct information that we have before us.  And we will

 17    take those comments that you provide to us.  We will take

 18    the public testimony, transcripts that we also have.  We

 19    will go through those to take a look at it to see where we

 20    will make changes in the document.  And so that what we

 21    will have is a final supplemental environmental impact

 22    statement that will include the transcripts, will include

 23    our response to comments that people have provided us, and

 24    also you will know where in the document that changes were

 25    made and how your comments were incorporated in the
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  1    document.

  2              Then what happens?  We are under a court

  3    deadline.  We have litigation.  Judge Beistline said,

  4    fine, you can go out and do your very large oil spill.  It

  5    is beyond what he asked for in his three concerns, and he

  6    said at the time that we really didn't need to hold public

  7    hearings, but the agency felt that it was necessary to

  8    come out with this document again, back out to the

  9    communities to ask them how did you -- do we have the

 10    correct information in the document for the very large oil

 11    spill.  So the judge said, you know, you can go out and do

 12    those things, but we want -- he wanted a Secretary

 13    decision by October 3rd.

 14              And so for us to have a decision so that the

 15    Secretary can make the decision by October 3rd, we will

 16    finalize the supplemental EIS, and it will be in final

 17    form sometime in early September because it has to be out

 18    there to the public for 30 days before the decision can be

 19    made.

 20              Again, this is the lease sale.  Whether -- the

 21    Secretary can either affirm the lease sale on how it was

 22    conducted in 2008 and the leases that were issued; he can

 23    modify it; he can cancel the leases.  He can -- everything

 24    is on the table with this decision.

 25              And in the OCS Lands Act, it provides for four
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  1    processes, the stages in the OCS Lands Act:  The five-year

  2    program, the lease sale stage, the exploration stage, and

  3    the development and production stage.  So the decision

  4    that needs to be made, even though this document takes a

  5    look at what it would be to explore out there in the OCS,

  6    the decision the Secretary will make is whether or not to

  7    go forward with the lease sale.

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And when was the

  9    document made available to the public?

 10                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We brought this

 11    document out to the public -- notification was on the 21st

 12    of May.  And we did -- around that time we sent it out to

 13    many of the stakeholders.  The document was sent out.  And

 14    then when we went out to the public hearings, several

 15    weeks prior to coming to the public hearings, we also sent

 16    documents out to the communities so that the documents

 17    would be here when we also came here.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And the comment period

 19    ends, again?

 20                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  The comment

 21    period is July 11th, and we are using regulations.gov.  So

 22    please provide your comments by July 11th.  If you have

 23    got any questions, like I said, there is a handout on how

 24    to do that.  On the last page of the handout there is a

 25    telephone number to contact if you have any questions on
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  1    how to navigate through regulations.gov, and we will be

  2    more than happy to have somebody walk you through it from

  3    the office.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Just

  5    before I forget, we do have an interpreter.  What happened

  6    to James?  James is there.  He's offered to interpret for

  7    us if we need to.  So please, if any of you feel that you

  8    want to use the interpreter, James, just tell us.

  9              Now, the next part of this is I'm adamant that

 10    everybody has a chance to speak and that everybody says

 11    exactly what they are thinking.  And we will stay here as

 12    long as we need to.  This is really, really important.  We

 13    are not the decisionmaker, but we have to take the

 14    information to the decisionmaker.  And so when we send

 15    this package upstairs in Washington, D.C., we want to be

 16    able to say we went to everybody we could possibly go to

 17    to get the information for you to base your decision.

 18              And so that's what's before us tonight.  And if

 19    you feel you want to think about it, that's fine.  We have

 20    till July 11th.  The document is back there.  We have got

 21    CDs.  It's on the Web.  There is time to look at it and

 22    give us your comment to improve it.

 23              Now we're going to open it up to public comment,

 24    and we are not, of course, members of the community here,

 25    so I don't know all the Elders.  So I would like, first of
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  1    all, before we go around the circle here, to ask if there

  2    are any community Elders that would like to start us off.

  3    Would anyone like to volunteer?

  4                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I'm not an Elder, but

  5    I've got a question.  Robert Suydam.  Typically in public

  6    hearings there isn't a chance for questions and responses.

  7    Is that how this is going to be run tonight?  Are you just

  8    taking comments, or will you answer questions?

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, we want to get as

 10    much from the community as we can.  And we want to be

 11    careful.  I mean, we could answer some very basic

 12    questions, but the fear is if we get too much into a

 13    dialogue with one or two people, then all of a sudden

 14    there is people around the room who don't have a chance.

 15    So simple questions, yes, I think we can answer, but we

 16    have got to keep it going.  And there is always time --

 17    you can call us on the phone.  You can send us other

 18    questions.  But the important thing here is everybody has

 19    a chance.

 20              So the answer to your question is halfway.  We

 21    just don't want to have a dialogue with a small group of

 22    people and other folks are sitting there wondering when do

 23    I get to say my piece.  So a little respect for everybody.

 24    Bill.

 25                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  I have a question.  I
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  1    didn't catch the beginning part.  Are you guys -- like,

  2    what's your situation?  Are you for oil, in the middle, or

  3    you oppose it?

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that

  5    question.  Okay.  That same question was asked before at

  6    another meeting, and we answered it, and we answered it at

  7    the very beginning.  We represent the Department of

  8    Interior.  We are part of the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  9    Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, and we are

 10    the regulators.  Okay.  We are not for oil and gas.  We

 11    are not against oil and gas.  The mission we have is to

 12    make sure what you think gets to the decisionmaker, who is

 13    the Secretary of Interior.  Okay.  So I mean, my job -- if

 14    someone asks me, I don't have an opinion.  My job is to

 15    get your opinions and your information to the top.

 16                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Willard Neakok, for

 17    the record.  Is this the only -- I mean, you say a lot of

 18    different other villages.  Is it just for the outlying

 19    coastal villages that you are getting testimony from, or

 20    is it the whole state of Alaska?

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Basically the whole

 22    state of Alaska and anybody else who wants to comment.  So

 23    far now, we have gotten comments from Florida about this.

 24    So it's open to the entire country and anybody else.  I

 25    think I got a few comments from Canada, but for actual
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  1    visits, we are visiting the coastal communities up here:

  2    Point Lay, Point Hope, Wainwright, Barrow, Kotzebue.  We

  3    had a public hearing in Fairbanks and we have tomorrow

  4    night in Anchorage.  We can't visit every place, but we

  5    need to visit places like Point Lay.

  6                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Again, before we open it

  8    up generally, are there any Elders that would like to

  9    speak first?  This is really important.  And the reason

 10    why I like to push that is that I'm a big believer in

 11    traditional knowledge or traditional science, if you want

 12    to call it that.  And my staff and I are working as hard

 13    as we can to make sure that we get the traditional aspects

 14    of nature and observation and science in the document, as

 15    well.  So are there any Elders that would like to speak

 16    before we start?  Any elected officials, like maybe the

 17    mayor?  Okay.

 18              In that case, then, let's start the process.

 19    And it gets kind of fun.  What side should I start on, or

 20    should I start in the middle?  I'm going to start with

 21    you, Earl, and if you could pick which side to go to.

 22                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  (Inupiaq.)  My name is

 23    Earl Kingik.  I come from Point Hope.  I'm a whaler.  I

 24    belong to a clan called Qagmagtuuq.  I work for an

 25    organization called Alaska Wilderness League.  We have
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  1    been doing this for a long time.  Native Village of Point

  2    Hope took the government, took our own government to

  3    court, and you see what we come up with.  This is what we

  4    want to hear.

  5              I am here to listen to you guys.  I'm not here

  6    to make comments, but to listen to you guys and what you

  7    guys are saying.  And that way, whenever I go to different

  8    villages, we will do it better.  And hopefully we will

  9    have Dr. Kendall give all the comments to everybody.

 10              We had over 60 people in Point Hope.  To my

 11    feeling, 100 percent was against offshore activity due to

 12    oil spill and other issues that's in front of them.  Our

 13    people even decided to go to the coastal plains of ANWR so

 14    they would stay away from our ocean we love the most, the

 15    garden that provides unity, cultural activity, and

 16    everything that's been going on for thousands of years.

 17              It is good that Dr. Kendall wanted to listen to

 18    you guys.  This is your chance, and we want to hear and I

 19    want to hear from you guys, too.  That will make my work a

 20    little easier.  Like somebody said, who all is going to be

 21    giving comments.

 22              I went to Alaska Intertribal Council, 209 tribal

 23    organizations.  They passed a resolution opposing offshore

 24    activities.  I went to National Council of American

 25    Indians.  I asked for their assistance in protecting our
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  1    ocean due to the fast movement of the Bush era.  The Bush

  2    era gave us a big headache.  Now we are going to have to

  3    kind of slow them down, and time-out is called upon them.

  4              So this is your chance to open your heart to the

  5    garden you love the most, the garden that provides unity,

  6    The garden that provides cultural activities throughout

  7    the whole community because we are part of the ecosystem

  8    here.  The ecosystem shouldn't be messed around with.

  9              Thank you.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you have the floor.

 11                    MR. JULIUS REXFORD, SR.:  My name is

 12    Julius Rexford, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain for the

 13    Village of Point Lay.  I also sit on AEWC as a

 14    commissioner, and I sit on -- I sat on the North Slope

 15    Borough Wildlife Committee for about five or six years.

 16    And we got to look at it like -- we can't look at it like

 17    it's not going to happen, the opening of our Outer

 18    Continental Shelf for drilling, but we need to talk about

 19    stipulations that need to be brought out to the floor and

 20    to the BOEMRE staff and personnel.

 21              That 60-mile buffer zone is something that needs

 22    to be there.  I know that these ships will be using low --

 23    the lowest grade fuel to get out there and run their

 24    operations.  We need to put in stipulations on having them

 25    use ultra low sulfur fuels to burn in their ships and
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  1    their rigs and all their little vessels.

  2              And another one is there should not be more than

  3    one drilling operation at any time, not more than one.

  4    And another one is the mud tailings that they will be

  5    putting out into our ocean should not be discharged.  Zero

  6    discharge should be -- there should be zero discharge into

  7    our ocean in the event that there will be drilling.

  8              And I'll probably talk about more later on.  And

  9    I'll pass the mike on.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 11                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  For the record,

 12    Willard Neakok, father, husband, grandfather, hunter,

 13    alternate planning department for the North Slope Borough.

 14    I am in opposition of, you know, any kind of offshore

 15    drilling because, you know, like it was mentioned earlier,

 16    you know, if we have a very large oil spill, you know, we

 17    lose everything in our ocean:  Plankton, fish, seals,

 18    whales, walrus, whatever marine mammal that is out there

 19    because we live off of those animals.  It keeps us warm

 20    during the winter.  You know, we -- we do not waste any of

 21    that food that we get from out there.

 22              You know, I wrote a comment -- I wrote a letter

 23    in opposition to the Anchorage Daily News and, you know, I

 24    got a lot of feedback from a lot of different people

 25    saying that, you know, I'm not, you know -- that I'm not,
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  1    you know, trying to find, you know, fossil fuels to keep

  2    our homes going, cars and everything.  I never even

  3    mentioned about that.  I know we need the fuel.  I know we

  4    need the fossil fuel to keep our businesses going, our

  5    lives.

  6              And, you know, what can we do on land first

  7    before we go out to the ocean because we have ocean

  8    currents that go all the way down to Bering Sea.  And it's

  9    going to affect any kind of marine life that is in there

 10    if we have a very large oil spill.

 11              You know, Prince William Sound is still trying

 12    to recuperate.  But if you dig down a foot deep in certain

 13    areas, you will still find oil.  And what happened in Gulf

 14    of Mexico, how many millions of gallons was, you know,

 15    pouring out into the ocean?  Took them four months to

 16    finally cap that thing off, or close to four months.  You

 17    know, if we have it here, we lose our wildlife, our

 18    culture of hunting, whaling, fishing.  We lose everything.

 19    That's scary.

 20              I want my kids, my grandkids -- like I stated,

 21    you know, in the Anchorage Daily News, I want them to

 22    enjoy what I have enjoyed while living here in Alaska in

 23    Point Lay.  I want them to taste the food that I have

 24    tasted, I have hunted, I have given out, I have shared.  I

 25    want my grandkids and possibly my great-grandkids, too, to
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  1    enjoy the things that I have enjoyed because if we have a

  2    very large oil spill, you know, we lose everything.

  3              The whales live off the krill.  And those are

  4    little, tiny creatures.  If we lose those, we lose the

  5    whale.  We have beluga.  We have fish.  The belugas eat

  6    the fish.  The fish eat smaller fish, and so on and so

  7    forth all the way down to the planktons, micro-organisms.

  8    We have wildlife.  We have seabirds comes from as far as

  9    Argentina, South Pole coming up this way to migrate to

 10    be -- you know, repopulate.  And we lose those, too.  But

 11    mainly, you know, from the ocean.  If we have a large oil

 12    spill, we lose everything, our way of life.

 13              And if we do that, then, you know, we have to go

 14    to our local store to try and substitute the food that we

 15    have hunted for generations, from generation to generation

 16    that was passed down by word of mouth.  No documented

 17    things like that on the board on how we do things.

 18              Our Elders taught us how to hunt, how to take

 19    care of the ocean, how to take care of the animals on the

 20    land.  We have a wonderful state.  We have a wonderful

 21    village.  We have a wonderful way of life.

 22              If we lose our ocean, you know -- I don't know

 23    how many times I might have to say this -- but we lose

 24    everything.  And if we start -- you know, the way that

 25    global warming is going, pretty soon we are going to have
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  1    ships coming from Atlantic Ocean coming this way.  They

  2    will be using that Northwest Passage.  What about them,

  3    that discharge, you know, their waste, their oils?  And

  4    what if we have a ship, you know -- we are going to have a

  5    coastline, you know, full of ships in another 100 years or

  6    so.  Just like what we see down there in the Lower 48, go

  7    all over the world, we have ships.  If we go up north or

  8    down south, start seeing ships run aground, getting rusty.

  9              You know, that's a scary thought.  I don't want

 10    my grandkids or great-grandkids or even my kids to see the

 11    devastation that we might have if we say go ahead and

 12    drill.  Before we pass on, we are going to ask ourselves,

 13    why did you guys say yes for them to go and drill?  Now

 14    our ocean doesn't have any life in it.

 15              We have currents that, like I said, every

 16    coastal village and here on the west side of Alaska is

 17    going to be affected by, you know, if worst-case scenario

 18    have an oil spill like the one in Gulf of Mexico.  We'll

 19    have tar balls floating all over the place, washing to

 20    shore.  That's an ugly sight to see all those people in

 21    Florida, Louisiana, seeing tar balls washing up.  Do we

 22    want that?  I know I sure don't.  Even my great-grandkids

 23    might even see tar balls keep washing ashore.  We will

 24    start smelling the oil like in Prince William Sound.  Walk

 25    around, start smelling that oil that seeped into the
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  1    ground.  And that's a scary thing to think about.  But the

  2    most scariest part is we lose everything.

  3              I love the way I have lived before, hunting,

  4    fishing, subsisting off the ocean, that the ocean has

  5    provided for us Inupiats.  We are all up and down the

  6    Alaska coastline.  I'm grateful that hopefully, you know,

  7    our Secretary of Interior will listen, understand what I

  8    want to see in the future:  Clean ocean, our wildlife

  9    still out there.

 10              I know that global warming is making our ice

 11    thinner and thinner, thinner every year.  Pretty soon we

 12    might not even have a North Pole.  All it will be is just

 13    magnetic north, no ice.

 14              A lot of things are happening globally, and we

 15    see it up here first.  We see things that are going on at

 16    Prudhoe Bay, all over the world, oil spills, oil spills,

 17    devastation of animals.  Might bounce back another 50 or

 18    60 years, but that's like 50 years of just going to the

 19    store, go buy pizza or chicken or whatever, not the food

 20    that we have enjoyed for thousands of years living off the

 21    ocean, our garden.  It's scary, real scary.  I want my

 22    grandkids to, you know, enjoy the foods that I have

 23    enjoyed, enjoy the way of living, hunting, fishing,

 24    subsisting the way I have enjoyed it.

 25              I better pass the microphone on.  I get carried
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  1    away because I don't want to see offshore drilling.  We

  2    see oil companies say zero discharge, zero discharge.

  3    Looks good on paper.  Looks good when they talk to us but,

  4    you know, we still have oil spills by pollution or human

  5    error.  And that's their way of saying zero discharge,

  6    still having oil spill.

  7              I'm grateful that, you know, hopefully our voice

  8    will be heard.  Hopefully that, you know, Secretary of

  9    Interior will think about the statements that are going on

 10    right now, testimonies throughout Alaska or throughout the

 11    world regarding the Outer Continental Shelf plans to drill

 12    in the Chukchi Sea, in the Arctic Ocean.

 13              So I'm glad that you folks are here.  And I'll

 14    pass it on.  Thank you.

 15                    MR. WILLARD L. NEAKOK:  How do I follow

 16    that?  I'm in the same position as my dad.  First of all,

 17    my name is Willard Neakok, and I have no see -- no

 18    representative.  I represent nobody.  I just wanted to

 19    represent the Village of Point Lay.  Our people are

 20    fighting people, and we have had to fight for our land.

 21    We have had to fight for our animals, and now we are

 22    fighting for our ocean.  So why stop now?

 23              I mean, the reason why we go hunting is, like my

 24    dad said, we love the food.  We love doing all that.  And

 25    I may -- I'm one of the leaders -- drum leaders for our
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  1    community, and I love it.  I love it with a passion.  And

  2    you know, that's one of the ways that we celebrate for

  3    successful hunting and celebrate life.  And so I am in no

  4    position supporting offshore drilling.

  5                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  I'm Marie Tracey from

  6    the Native Village of Point Lay.  I work for our mayor's

  7    office as a communications liaison for the Native Village

  8    of Point Lay, and I'm a volunteer fire fighter and a

  9    volunteer ambulance crew member, and I'm a coordinator for

 10    the volunteer search and rescue group, and I'm the ASTAC

 11    director.  I'm a mother.  I'm a grandmother.  I'm not

 12    supportive of the drilling offshore, and I wish that they

 13    would try and drill onshore before they try to drill

 14    offshore.

 15              And with that global warming that we have been

 16    witnessing, last fall we had thousands and thousands of

 17    walruses off our beach.  I was born in the old site on the

 18    sand spit across there.  And about one mile north of the

 19    village on the beach to our 11 miles, maybe at least ten

 20    miles up the beach was loaded with walruses.  And then

 21    when you look out -- out to the ocean, there is thousands

 22    and thousands out there.  And if you see our walrus

 23    picture, the walruses, when they come on land, they are

 24    right next to each other, real crowded and everything.

 25    And that's how they were coming up on the beach.
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  1              And when they ran out of beach, the sandy beach,

  2    they were being pushed up on the land, you know, with more

  3    walruses coming up on the sandy beach, just really

  4    crowded.  And you could hear them.  And when you look out

  5    in the ocean, you know, the blue ocean, green ocean, you

  6    would see nothing but like brown spots, brown lines at the

  7    distance, there is so many walruses out there.

  8              If there is a stampede, then you could hear

  9    their mourning, their loss of a loved one.  It's really

 10    sad to hear.  And but when they came in, they were so loud

 11    that the next morning I was talking with my cousin.  She

 12    said, boy, I couldn't sleep last night.  My neighbors just

 13    like they were quarreling all night.  I couldn't sleep.  I

 14    told her those were the walruses out there making noises.

 15    She said, oh, my, I thought they were my neighbors.

 16              Anyway, but -- and then we have our beluga

 17    harvest that we have that we depend very huge, hugely on.

 18    We have our biologist, Robert Suydam here.  He comes to

 19    tag our beluga, and then when he tags them, he set them

 20    free, and then they would monitor them because they would

 21    have satellite tags on them.  And then when he gets

 22    information, he would give it to us, and we would see

 23    where the beluga go, you know, because they are tagged.

 24    And it's amazing to see where they go because we have

 25    never had this information before.  And since Robert
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  1    Suydam has been here, we have gotten a wealth of

  2    information about beluga.  And they take samples.

  3              And now we have a loon study going on.  Daniel

  4    Rizzola from UAF Fairbanks has been coming here for three

  5    years to tag the loons, and he would also send us

  6    information.  It's amazing where these birds and where

  7    these mammals go.  And I would like to keep this going

  8    because we are getting a wealth of information from these

  9    people that come in to our village.

 10              And Robert Suydam is getting old with us, too.

 11    And he's bringing his wife, here, too, which is great.

 12    But I would -- I would discourage drilling in our ocean

 13    because we have hardly had any caribou around our village

 14    and that moves our meal from, like, caribou meat which I

 15    grew up with as a main course of our meals, like

 16    dinnertime and even lunch.

 17              And especially, too, when our young ones go out

 18    hunting or else we have searches like during the winter,

 19    we would have some food for them, you know, like dried

 20    meat and oil and all kinds of food so they could have food

 21    out there when they go out.  And sometimes we search for

 22    days, and it's miles and miles of travel looking for

 23    people and hoping to take them home alive.  It's just so

 24    hard for us up here, but we love our food.

 25              We would like to ask our Secretary of State
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  1    [sic] Salazar to please walk in our shoes, help us keep

  2    our way of life, please.  This global warming is really

  3    hard on our walruses because they have to leave their

  4    young and travel hundreds of miles out to sea where they

  5    feed, and then they would have to come back to their young

  6    ones because there is no ice to rest on out there.

  7              Anyway, I'll pass this on to Mrs. Suydam until

  8    the next round.  Thank you.

  9                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Good evening.  My name

 10    is Robert Suydam.  I'm a wildlife biologist with the North

 11    Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management.  I've

 12    lived in Barrow for about 21 years now, although Point Lay

 13    is kind of my second home and the folks here are my second

 14    family, that we have been working together a long time to

 15    learn more about belugas.

 16              And Marie, thank you for the nice things that

 17    you have said but, you know, much of the credit goes to

 18    the community and the hunters here for helping all of the

 19    scientists -- not just me, but the others here in the room

 20    and others not here -- for the successes.

 21              I'd also like to say thanks to Jim and the rest

 22    of the BOEMRE crew, BUMMER [pronunciation] crew, whatever

 23    it is.  Thanks for coming to Point Lay and thanks for

 24    coming to the other North Slope villages to ask the

 25    residents here about what their concerns are, about -- ask
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  1    them about what they think about this EIS.  Several people

  2    have already said that it's -- we hope that Secretary

  3    Salazar actually listens to people here that are more

  4    directly affected by the actions associated with this EIS

  5    than most other people in the country.  So because they

  6    are -- the risk is greater for folks here -- the benefits

  7    aren't necessarily greater, but the risks are -- that the

  8    opinions and attitudes and concerns should carry greater

  9    weight.  And hopefully the Secretary will listen closely

 10    to the things that people say here.

 11              Jim, I'd also like to say congratulations to you

 12    for your appointment as the state director.  I think you

 13    are a good addition to Alaska and the agency here.

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 15                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  So welcome.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thanks, Robert.

 17                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  I have a few things to

 18    say, and maybe I'll say just a couple of them now to start

 19    with.  And maybe I'll start with something that Marie was

 20    talking about, which was science and the need for

 21    information.  And I know that part of your revised

 22    supplemental EIS was about identifying information that

 23    was needed and how much it cost.

 24              And I haven't had a chance to review that

 25    section of the EIS yet, but I think it's really important

00031

  1    to highlight the need for information and using that

  2    information to make decisions that I have been surprised

  3    to learn the lack of information in the Gulf of Mexico

  4    and, with the Deepwater Horizon spill, the limited ability

  5    of agencies to understand potential impacts or assess

  6    impacts, especially to marine mammal populations.

  7              There is so little information known about the

  8    population size or status or health of those marine

  9    mammals that being able to assess what the impacts were is

 10    very restricted, very limited.  And so I think we are in a

 11    little bit better position up here that we know a lot

 12    about belugas, we know a lot about bowheads and walruses

 13    and other things, but there is still very limited

 14    information.

 15              And so encouraging the agency not just to

 16    evaluate what information is missing, but also make --

 17    continue to make efforts -- I know you have made great

 18    efforts here recently, and especially in the last five or

 19    ten years, to help fill some of the data gaps, but please

 20    keep doing that.  Keep funding studies.  Keep funding

 21    studies to document traditional knowledge.  You know that

 22    many of the people in this room know more about the

 23    environment than any scientist or manager.  So your

 24    identification of traditional knowledge as being key in

 25    making decisions I think is really valid.  And I hope the
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  1    agency is able to continue to do that.

  2              As you evaluate comments on your EIS, please

  3    first take a look at the data gap analysis that USGS

  4    recently did.  And I think that's a pretty extensive

  5    document, and it may be difficult and challenging for the

  6    agency to incorporate that in the EIS, but I think it's

  7    really important.  It's available information about data

  8    gaps, and please use that to make your EIS here more

  9    complete.

 10              So again, just emphasizing the need to use

 11    information to make decisions, I think that's really,

 12    really important.  But I think there are some other things

 13    that are also important.

 14              In the document you talk about thresholds and

 15    when a threshold is reached, that then the impact becomes

 16    significant.  On page 75, I think it is here, of the

 17    document, you say that -- that "a significant effect on

 18    subsistence harvest patterns occurs when one or more of

 19    subsistence resources become unavailable for a period of

 20    one to two years."

 21              So essentially the way I read that is that you

 22    are telling Point Lay and Wainwright and Barrow that if

 23    the actions that result from this EIS could make

 24    subsistence resources unavailable for a year or two, if it

 25    was less than that it wouldn't be significant, but if it's
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  1    more than that it would be.  And I think that's

  2    inappropriate.

  3              I think that if the actions resulting from this

  4    EIS cause subsistence resources to be unavailable for two

  5    months or two weeks is significant and inappropriate.  And

  6    so in this document, previous EISs and future EISs, I

  7    think you need to change the thresholds that you use for

  8    evaluating significant impacts, that the culture, the

  9    people that live in these communities rely on subsistence

 10    resources.  The unique culture that is here is incredibly

 11    valuable, and saying that it won't be a significant impact

 12    unless belugas or bowheads aren't available for two years

 13    is just not right and something -- the agency should

 14    approach things differently than that and revise this EIS

 15    and make sure that future EISs are done differently.

 16              I'll pass the mike on for now.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Robert.  It's

 18    great to be in Alaska.  My wife is packing up the house in

 19    Virginia right now.

 20              We are going to go around this way now and work

 21    our way back.  Okay?  I have a nice group of people here

 22    in a circle.  Would anyone like to take the mike?

 23                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Thank you.  And

 24    thank you for coming to Point Lay and helping our way of

 25    life.  And for the record, my name is Danny Pikok, Junior.
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  1    And I am against offshore drilling, any offshore activity

  2    because it's -- it's not just the oil spill I'm afraid of.

  3    It's the noise pollution.  And I'd like to see oil

  4    companies exhaust the land before they decide to do any

  5    offshore drilling of any energy resources.

  6              And I'd like to see the oil companies focus on

  7    natural energy.  They are spending too much money to start

  8    drilling offshore in the Arctic.  They should spend their

  9    money looking for alternative energy.  I mean, just look

 10    what happened in our oil field.  We struck oil, it was a

 11    big deal, and now it's gone.  We had all that oil, all the

 12    gas, all the jobs.

 13              It spoiled Native way of life.  We are spoiled

 14    now.  I mean, look -- you go look in the beach, the motors

 15    are too big.  They burn too much gas.  We get spoiled.

 16    It's -- it's not good for anybody to get spoiled like

 17    that.

 18              And it's getting worse.  And I'm afraid, you

 19    know, we are going to start pushing for offshore drilling

 20    because how are we going to run them big motors.  It's --

 21    it's left or right; do you want to choose to go back to

 22    old ways, or you want to choose to keep running that big

 23    motor and start drilling offshore?  Just -- just noise

 24    pollution is bad enough for the ocean up here.  There is

 25    too much wildlife, and a lot of folks depend on it.  I
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  1    depend on it.  Our children depend on it.  It's just --

  2    it's going to do a domino effect.  It already has.  It

  3    started in Prudhoe Bay and now it's working this way.

  4              And I'd like to see alternative energy resources

  5    like the coal, natural gas.  I don't want to see oil rigs

  6    floating in the ocean and drilling.  I'm against it.  It's

  7    just too much -- it's -- it's too much -- it's too risky.

  8    It's very risky.

  9              Just like Willard was saying, it's going to

 10    start small and it's going to grow.  If we start offshore

 11    drilling, we are going to invite other shipping industries

 12    up here and start a highway, and we are going to lose a

 13    lot of good resources our ocean offers.  It's just -- I'm

 14    really against any offshore activity.

 15              And I mean, I grew up -- when I was growing up,

 16    I remember riding in a skin boat, two horsepower motor.

 17    That was good enough to get you there and back.  You don't

 18    carry 50 gallons of gas.  You carry five gallons.  Today

 19    it's -- it's getting out of hand.  Just even snowmachines,

 20    four-wheelers, they are getting bigger and they burn gas.

 21    And we need gas.  I know there is oil out there inland.

 22    Focus on that oil inland.  Exhaust that oil before you

 23    start pushing offshore.

 24              And I love my family.  I love my people, our

 25    people.  And the way things are going now, it's getting
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  1    worse, and I want to encourage whoever is going to decide

  2    to say yea or nay on offshore, please consider the folks

  3    that live up here.  And I'm sure there is other

  4    alternatives besides offshore drilling.

  5              Thanks.

  6                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Good evening.  My

  7    name is Delbert Rexford.  I'm an elected official of the

  8    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  I have the

  9    at-large seat for the Regional Tribal Council, which is a

 10    federally recognized tribe.  Very briefly, we just came

 11    from a four-hour seal hunt.  We got one seal, not too much

 12    fat on it.  And as Marie alluded to earlier, some of the

 13    global warming effects are affecting our marine mammals,

 14    the health of our marine mammals.  The emissions into the

 15    atmosphere globally, not just in Prudhoe Bay or where --

 16    anywhere in the world within the industrial global

 17    community contributes to all of that.

 18              When the draft EIS came and addresses threatened

 19    species or endangered species -- bearded seals, seals,

 20    polar bears, walrus -- these are the cornerstones of our

 21    cultural way of life, including the bowhead whale.  In

 22    1977 when they banned whaling, it was the International

 23    Whaling Commission, without knowledge, without

 24    acknowledging Inupiat traditional knowledge said, no,

 25    there is not enough whales.  But since time immemorial
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  1    through oral history, we knew there was more whales, but

  2    there was no database, no scientific database, as Robert

  3    is aware of.

  4              The concerns that we have offshore is that the

  5    equipment -- I'll take you back to 19 -- when the three

  6    gray whales were stranded.  The oil industry and their

  7    state of their technology tried to save the whales.  Lo

  8    and behold, they couldn't, not with the state of their

  9    technology that they propose to use on cleaning up oil

 10    spills.  It failed, grossly failed.  So it would have been

 11    a detriment to take that equipment out to sea, out to ice

 12    and try to clean up an oil spill.

 13              And we make good friends with the Russians when

 14    the Russian icebreaker came and freed the whales.  A

 15    simple icebreaker allowed the global phenomenon of three

 16    gray whales to be expended to be saved.

 17              The point is the industry has not proven that

 18    they have the technology to clean under ice.  And the

 19    present technology is limited to certain height of wave

 20    lengths.  Those are limited.  The booms are limited.

 21    The -- the oil spills in the Gulf, the Exxon Valdez are

 22    testaments to the fact that in a major -- and you talk

 23    about a VLOS of 150,000 barrels.  I don't know what that

 24    equates to in terms of gallons of oil.  It underlies the

 25    technology is not there.  The zooplankton, the
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  1    micro-organisms, will be first affected up and down the

  2    food chain.

  3              I mean, that's what we are concerned about, our

  4    way of life versus providing national energy to

  5    350,000,000 people who are driving on highways, who have a

  6    lower cost of living allowances all across the nation.

  7    One gallon of milk is nine bucks in Barrow; $9.  The cost

  8    of living is high.

  9              Danny alluded to the size of the engines

 10    emitting a lot of gases.  It's inevitable that they get

 11    larger.  We will consume more.

 12              Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope filed a

 13    lawsuit in opposition of the offshore -- of offshore

 14    drilling on the Chukchi Sea because of the pollutants that

 15    would be emitted into the atmosphere, because of the

 16    noise -- cumulative effects of noise pollution and other

 17    cumulative effects.

 18              And as BOEMRE is aware, they had to go back, and

 19    that's why we're here tonight, because of that litigation.

 20    Very simply, it was that litigation that brought you back

 21    to the communities because at the time MMS did not do

 22    their homework.

 23              So we came back from a four-hour hunt, my nephew

 24    and his girlfriend.  We just got back.  And to us, it's

 25    Eskimo heaven.  It's where our spirituality is -- is
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  1    completed.  What we can't get here on the land we get from

  2    the sea, the marine mammals that we are concerned about,

  3    about being devastated in the event.  And this is what

  4    bothers our people.  In the unlikely event of an oil spill

  5    is the term used in a lot of these environmental impact

  6    draft statements.  If it was inevitable, what technology

  7    do you have to clean it up?

  8              When you look at the migratory -- what's that

  9    guy's name that sends us those bowhead whale migration

 10    maps?

 11                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  John Citta.

 12                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  John Citta sends us

 13    e-mails regarding the route.  When you look at the

 14    migration, it's right there in Lease Sale 193, right smack

 15    in the middle of it.  What has BOEMRE done to consider

 16    that part of it, to mitigate any chances of adverse impact

 17    on bowhead whales?

 18              The community of Point Lay just went through a

 19    very historical past three years.  They just reactivated

 20    bowhead whaling.  They just landed their second whale.

 21    And they are a whaling community.  Not only that, the

 22    beluga -- to me it's the beluga whaling capital of Alaska.

 23    I mean, it is -- every time I come down here for beluga

 24    whaling, I'm at home because I don't go home empty-handed.

 25              And that's the culture that you are -- that you
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  1    are endangering through potential VLOS, very large oil

  2    spills.  That's the threat that we are afraid of.  That's

  3    an unknown that we are afraid of.

  4              In 1977 when the IEWC banned whaling, the

  5    analogy we used was that the buffalo was taken away from

  6    the Native American Indians.  Well, in 1977 they took our

  7    bowhead whales off, and suicides.  The number of suicides

  8    that occurred in those few years after that were -- were

  9    astronomical.  I mean, people lost a sense of

 10    spirituality, a sense of wholeness, a sense of belonging

 11    to their own land and to the sea that provided for them.

 12              So whoever makes that decision to go offshore --

 13    I attended in Houston the Outer Continental Shelf policy

 14    meetings, and we encouraged impact hunting to those

 15    impacted communities.  The federal government has only one

 16    impact program that they ever created on the North Slope

 17    within NPRA.  Those were the NPRA impacts.  We went to the

 18    Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee and asked for

 19    impact funds to come back to the impacted communities.

 20              Impacted communities include suicide, alcohol

 21    and drug abuse, and other social norms that go way out of

 22    line.

 23              And these things BOEMRE, I don't believe, have

 24    considered at this stage because if you have, we would

 25    like to see what you are offering to the community in case
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  1    of an oil spill.

  2              But I'm speaking on behalf of Inupiat Community

  3    of the Arctic Slope.  I serve on the tribal council.  I've

  4    also served on the Arctic Energy -- Arctic Environmental

  5    Strategy Protection -- the strategy and the Arctic

  6    monitoring and assessment program within the confines of

  7    Inuit Circumpolar Conference as a delegate, as a delegate

  8    to the United States of America.  And these issues that we

  9    are asking and concerned about tonight are the same issues

 10    that we address at the international forums, at the

 11    international regimes, that the Arctic nations, the eight

 12    country nations regulate within each respective state.

 13              But I just want to emphasize that we do oppose

 14    offshore drilling.  Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope

 15    passed a resolution opposing it because of the unknowns of

 16    what would happen on our ocean if an oil spill like the

 17    VLOS that you have noted should happen because we have

 18    three currents.

 19              Up in Barrow -- I can talk about Barrow.  I'm

 20    not sure about right here.  Up in Barrow we have three

 21    currents.  They go north, they go south.  And every

 22    species of wildlife would be affected by an oil spill if

 23    it should occur.  How many gallons is 150,000 barrels?

 24    Can -- what's -- does anyone know?

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's about 40 gallons to
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  1    a barrel.

  2                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  About four-and-a-half

  3    million.

  4                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Four-and-a-half

  5    million gallons?  My lord.  Do you have the technology to

  6    clean that up if it happens under your theory of a VLOS?

  7    I don't think you have a plan.  You don't because, like I

  8    said, the industry tried their equipment to rescue the

  9    three gray whales, the stranded three gray whales, and all

 10    of their equipment failed.  That's a living testament that

 11    the technology didn't work that they were proposing to

 12    take out to the sea.

 13              Well, I've taken a lot of your time.  I tell you

 14    what.  You should spend time out in the ocean.  Maybe you

 15    can appreciate it and love it just the way we do if you

 16    get a chance to get out there.  There is no mosquitoes out

 17    there.

 18              But thank you.  I'm speaking on behalf of the

 19    Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and I serve with

 20    Sophie on that tribal council.  I've taken a lot of your

 21    time, but those are the concerns that we have.  Thank you.

 22                    MR. LEO FERREIRA:  Good evening,

 23    everybody.  My name is Leo Ferreira, III, for the record.

 24    So we're here to discuss stipulations that need to be

 25    implemented into this BOEMRE.  Point Lay would like to
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  1    have a 60-mile buffer zone instead of -- I'm pretty sure

  2    it's standing at 15- or 13-mile buffer zone.  We want to

  3    move that up to a 60-mile buffer zone, not just for Point

  4    Lay, but for the rest of the outlying villages in the

  5    Arctic Circle.

  6              We also want another stipulation of one drill

  7    rig -- one oil ship, drill rig up here in the ocean, and

  8    also zero tolerance of cuttings and mud in the ocean,

  9    along with the oil, zero tolerance of oil discharge.

 10              These reasons are for the disturbance of our

 11    animals.  We have -- right now Point Lay is dealing with

 12    disturbance of our tutu migration, our caribou migration

 13    route.  We have we have had a coal mine going for a while,

 14    and all the helicopter use with coal mining has pushed

 15    away our migration route.  We haven't seen our migration

 16    route come back close to the village at all in about five

 17    to seven years now.

 18              And we just shut down the coal mine just not too

 19    long ago in our -- I think it was when President Obama

 20    went green finger on us.  So we feel the impacts of

 21    disturbance.

 22              And we also know that our animals in our ocean

 23    are very sensitive to noise.  I could use walrus as an

 24    example because walrus are disturbed by even smelling

 25    cologne or smelling cigarettes in the air.  If somebody is
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  1    upwind and they smell their cologne, they are going to get

  2    disturbed.  They also get disturbed by noise when you

  3    are -- when you are kind of close to them, you will

  4    disturb the walruses by noise, too, also, but mostly by

  5    smelling when they are out of the water.

  6              We also have seen a few animals that we never

  7    seen before so much, like we seen a killer whale a couple

  8    years ago, and that was during when we had ship activity

  9    up here.  So we see -- so we take that as a disturbance

 10    from all the ship activity that was happening in the

 11    Chukchi Sea and the Beaufort Sea over there further down

 12    south from us.

 13              And all of us -- all of us people that live on

 14    the Slope, all of us Natives in Alaska been taught our way

 15    of life, so we have a lot of traditional knowledge to pass

 16    on to the government so they could help get a better

 17    understanding of how we want to live our life because we

 18    have to give up for oil drilling activities, so in return

 19    we want to protect our way of life.  We want the federal

 20    government to start listening to what we have to say and

 21    start putting these things down as our stipulations to

 22    help protect our way of life, like the 60-mile buffer

 23    zone.

 24              And maybe another one would be like when we go

 25    harvest our bowhead whale, we would like no ship activity
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  1    during our harvests or no air activity along with our

  2    beluga because our beluga is very sensitive to noise

  3    activity in the ocean from the ships and from sonar

  4    activity.

  5              And that's a big concern is all the activity

  6    that's going to happen.  We are not just going to deal

  7    with oil ships.  We are also going to deal with Coast

  8    Guard ships.  And they have helicopters, too.

  9              And the other thing I heard is that if there is

 10    going to be a port site, if and when this oil drill does

 11    happen in the state of Alaska, I'm most definitely

 12    positively saying that our way of life will definitely be

 13    disturbed because we are going to disturb our migration

 14    route for our whales, bowhead whales, beluga whales and

 15    the walruses.  The migration routes for these animals are

 16    going to get pushed away from our mainland, and it's going

 17    to be harder for us to catch our animals because we are

 18    going to have to go farther and farther offshore because

 19    of too much ship activity out there on the ocean along

 20    with --

 21              Like I know like the oil spill, like Delbert was

 22    saying, is we don't know how -- federal government

 23    scientists already tell us there was no way of cleaning up

 24    an oil spill in the icy conditions out here.  I know of

 25    three oil rigs that were toppled during Hurricane Katrina,
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  1    and the federal government or the oil companies can't even

  2    fix those, can't even retrieve them, those little oil rigs

  3    out there.  And if we leave junk behind, we are going to

  4    just pollute the ocean.  If we have an oil spill, we're

  5    going to pollute our ocean.  Once we pollute our ocean, we

  6    are going to lose our way of life.

  7              Point Lay is a traditional village.  We live a

  8    traditional life around here.  There is not much jobs from

  9    the government or from our North Slope Borough.  Our

 10    workforce around here is about 25 percent.  Twenty-five

 11    percent of this village works, and the rest of us are on

 12    welfare.  When we are on welfare, we live off the ocean

 13    and off the land.  All the animals, the caribou, the musk

 14    ox, the whales, the walruses, the oogruks, the spotted

 15    seals, so --

 16              And I also know that because Point Lay and

 17    Kivalina and Point Hope are not in the NPRA, if there is

 18    an oil spill, these three villages will have no royalties

 19    when there is an oil spill.  I have been told we are going

 20    to be the laborers.  We are going to be the cleanup crew,

 21    and they are just going to get us for the jobs.  And here

 22    we are going to lose out on it worse because we are not

 23    even included in the NPRA.  We are outside of the NPRA

 24    boundaries.

 25              And so myself and with others, I oppose offshore
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  1    drilling and I -- I wish the federal government would

  2    listen to our stipulations and what we are trying to tell

  3    them.  And we would like to control -- have control of our

  4    Inupiat way of life for our animals.  We want to control

  5    our own animals.  We don't want the government telling

  6    us our drill ship is going to be here and good luck on

  7    hunting your animals.

  8              We want to have stipulations saying during this

  9    whale time period, during our bowhead whale time period

 10    for that village, please stop your activity.  You are on

 11    our area and goes along down the coast, up and down the

 12    coast and so forth, along with the belugas, along with --

 13    we also -- because we know there is going to be

 14    helicopters flying up and back workers and everything.

 15    And helicopters is a big concern.  It's a real noise

 16    factor, and we feel it around here in Point Lay.

 17              We are the -- we are the ambassadors of our land

 18    up here.  We want to keep on being the ambassadors of our

 19    way of life.  Thank you.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I want to make sure we

 21    get this end of the room here, but Emma, do you want say

 22    something?

 23                    MS. EMMA POKON:  (Shakes head.)

 24                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Good evening.  Nathan

 25    Henry, for the record.  Let's see.  If -- what was that
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  1    oil spill in Louisiana or somewhere like that?  Deepwater

  2    Horizon.  I'm pretty sure if somebody had said something

  3    like before you guys start that oil drill up here in the

  4    deep ocean, if you guys ever do make an oil spill, will

  5    you guys have homes prepared for those that want to leave

  6    the area?  And if you guys do have a drill out there, if

  7    there is an oil spill, are you prepared to, like, move

  8    some people if they want to move because, you know, like

  9    it's being said our way of life is in the ocean and the

 10    land.  And are you prepared to -- not only for the oil

 11    spill but, you know, some people might say, oh, man, I

 12    don't know if I want to stay here.  Are you guys going to

 13    have homes ready, like Anchorage, inland somewhere?

 14    Because I'm pretty sure that Exxon would have, like,

 15    thousands of homes to get prepared for the oil spill if,

 16    you know, somebody like me said something like, hey, you

 17    got homes prepared for us if you do have an oil spill?

 18    And does it matter what we say?  Are you guys still going

 19    to go out there and drill or what?

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Those are good

 21    questions.

 22                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I mean, you hand me the

 23    mike and I got something to say, too.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.  If you've

 25    got something to say, we want to hear it.
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  1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  I said it.  Thank you.

  2                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  Sophie Henry, for the

  3    record.  I'm a member of the Native Village of Point Lay

  4    or the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  And if all

  5    this offshore drilling, you know, they say that zero

  6    discharge and all that.  Well, it's like buying a new car.

  7    Everything you get is brand-new.  It's not going to leak,

  8    but over time it leaks, you see.  And that's just going to

  9    cause a problem and it's just going to be a rolling effect

 10    of more problems, of course.

 11              And also -- oh, both the -- you know, the Prince

 12    William Sound, you know, the Exxon/Mobil [sic], you know,

 13    that problem just -- it's still a devastation in that area

 14    for them, and if -- you know, if they were to drill out

 15    here, do the people that want to drill out here, do they

 16    even know how thick the ice is, what's underneath the ice,

 17    you know, what's there, like year-round?  You know all of

 18    that?  You know all that?  It's good stuff.

 19              Anyways, you know, like the famous question I

 20    have been seeing all over when they first started talking

 21    about it is how on earth do you clean up an oil spill in

 22    ice; under ice, in the ice.  You know, how do you clean

 23    all that up?  And if -- there is just -- it's just

 24    irritating.

 25              Anyways, also I wanted to know, like, you know,
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  1    kind of like what Willard said when he said that the

  2    subsistence and stuff, they are our way of life.  It's our

  3    tradition.  It's the way we live.  And it's what the

  4    Elders lived off of hundreds of years ago.  We didn't

  5    have, you know, what we have now at the stores.  And we --

  6    you know, if the Elders nowadays lose all of that stuff,

  7    you know, the living Elders we have now, they are going

  8    to -- if they can't have their -- if they lose their food,

  9    their way of life what they grew up on, pretty much the

 10    oil companies are basically, you know, letting the

 11    Elders -- you know, some Elders can't live without the

 12    food, and if they don't have the food and they pass on,

 13    it's just a rolling effect of our life.

 14              And you know, it's just something we don't -- if

 15    you asked me like ten years ago before I moved to Point

 16    Lay, I'd be, like, yeah, I'm for offshore drilling, I'm

 17    for it.  Well, I moved up here nine years ago.  For the

 18    first time I hunt.  So I know, you know, what it is like

 19    to have the food.  I know how to hunt now.  I know how to

 20    provide for my family.

 21              My kids are going to be eight and five.  And

 22    like my son, he prefers Inupiat food, which is caribou,

 23    you know, beluga, whale.  He prefers that over, like, your

 24    food, pizza, crab, you know, what you guys enjoy.  My son

 25    prefers our food.  And if he doesn't have that, well, when
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  1    he becomes a father, how is he going to have that for his

  2    family?

  3              It's just basically the oil companies want to

  4    rob us of our lives basically is how I feel.  And you

  5    know, with them doing that and killing off what we learned

  6    to love, they have been survive off of, they are basically

  7    in a way taking away our identity to a certain extent.

  8              And I just -- I oppose offshore drilling 100

  9    percent, and I'd just like the people that's going to make

 10    the decisions to do this, I suggest them to actually come

 11    here, rather than living in Washington making all these

 12    decisions -- how would they like it if, like, our

 13    community tells them how to live their lives and take away

 14    what they love?  They wouldn't like that just as much as

 15    we don't like them taking away our mammals.

 16              And it's wrong.  It's stupid.  And they

 17    shouldn't have a say.  They should obviously look at the

 18    communities.  And everybody that I know and I've heard,

 19    they all say no.  We can shout as loud as we want, no, no,

 20    no, and they are still trying to come around and ask

 21    questions, like we are not going to change our minds.  Why

 22    do they keep pushing us, like, oh, it's job opportunities,

 23    it's this, it's that?  So what?  You know, we can -- we --

 24    so what?

 25              You know, we would rather -- we would rather our
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  1    whales, we would rather everything else.  They shouldn't

  2    have the right to make the decision to take our lives,

  3    basically.  They shouldn't have the right to take away our

  4    mammals, our -- you know, it's just our way of life.  It's

  5    our ancestors' traditions.  It's everything.  Just like we

  6    don't get to say what they can live off of or we don't --

  7    we don't get to take away what they love.  They shouldn't

  8    have the right to take ours is what I wanted to say.

  9              Thank you.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.  I'm

 11    going to get everybody.  We are going to take a break, but

 12    we have to go around first.  Two folks here.  Okay.  I

 13    want to go over here.  Thank you.

 14                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Good evening.

 15    Robert Lisbourne, for the record.  I am against offshore

 16    drilling, any kind, because the person who I am today is

 17    who I stand for.  I am Inupiat.  We are Inupiat.  We -- we

 18    have been hunting.  We have the traditions we had for

 19    thousands of years.  We live off the land.  We live off

 20    our food.  It's just a blessing to be Inupiat.  And I'd

 21    just like to continue to -- our tradition and, you know,

 22    for it to go on for another hundred to thousand years.

 23              I would just hate to see my kids and my

 24    grandkids not able to be going out there because our ocean

 25    and our land is -- we live off the food, and it's just --
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  1    it's just a continuous food chain that we need.  So

  2    anything happen out there or in there, that chain is just

  3    going to break, and we will be lost without it.  It's who

  4    we are and what we love to do.

  5              And thanks for coming to Point Lay.  I'm just

  6    against the offshore drilling.

  7                    MR. SCOTT GUYER:  My name is Scott Guyer,

  8    G-U-Y-E-R.  I work for the North Slope Science Initiative.

  9    I was in town today for another meeting and was invited to

 10    come tonight, and I'm happy to be here.  Glad to listen to

 11    all the comments and understand what the community feels

 12    about this subject.  And I work for the director, and I

 13    will be taking information back to him and discussing what

 14    was said here to him.  So don't really have any comment

 15    myself.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And then I think -- and

 17    sir?  I don't want to forget you.

 18                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, Sr.:  Hello.  Good

 19    evening.  Warren Lampe, Senior, lifelong year-round

 20    subsistence hunter, subsistence user.  Like everybody

 21    said, talking about all the children that are going to be

 22    growing up before -- you know, after us, we want them to

 23    use, you know, our land and our sea just like I did when I

 24    was a child when my parents were out there hunting and

 25    providing for us.  I have been in this lifestyle all my
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  1    life, and I don't think it will ever change.  I want it

  2    not to change.  Just like everybody else who talk on the

  3    mike tonight, I'm in full opposition of offshore oil, oil.

  4    So -- and I'd like to give thanks and welcome to our

  5    visitors here.  They have a good voice.  Their voice is

  6    heard.  It gives us ideas, gives us information.

  7              I do serve on the North Slope Borough Fish &

  8    Game Committee, volunteer at search and rescue.  And with

  9    Point Lay being so close to this offshore drilling, I

 10    think we are the closest community, so we are in

 11    opposition.  We are very worried about an oil spill.  It

 12    is inevitable.  I mean, it's going to happen, you know,

 13    here now or, you know, there later.  I mean, it will

 14    happen.

 15              I understand that they don't have the proper

 16    equipment to do an oil spill cleanup here in our ocean.  I

 17    know just recently they had started their -- they had

 18    started these science projects out here in our ocean and

 19    in our land.  I mean, that was just started recently.  And

 20    it's good to hear that, you know, we have all these

 21    corporations going around trying to get information from

 22    the people who lived here for 1,000 years or more, more

 23    than that.  And we have -- you know, we have all this

 24    information in our head.

 25              And I'm glad to see that there is people coming
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  1    getting comments from us, getting the information from us

  2    that it's not written down.  Nothing is -- none of this is

  3    written down on paper.  And it's -- it's hard.  It's hard

  4    for me to think of it, to have to deal with the oil spill

  5    because that will change everybody's life here.  We

  6    wouldn't like -- we wouldn't like to see offshore oil

  7    drilling.  We would like to see onshore drilling as much

  8    as possible.

  9              I think everywhere you go they will have

 10    opposition for the offshore drilling.  And I'd like to see

 11    more voices.  I'd like to see more -- more people talking,

 12    more people telling us what they know and what some of us

 13    don't know.  So the more information we are getting into

 14    the meetings, I think the better off, but in some ways I

 15    think that no matter how hard we try to stop these oil

 16    developments, we are just not going to stop them.

 17              We need to find -- I mean, they need to come up

 18    with some kind of oil spill response that will work,

 19    actually work to stop -- stop this oil if they do have a

 20    spill, stop it from coming ashore, try to contain it in

 21    the little area that's already affected.  I think that's

 22    one of the biggest worries that I have is oil spill

 23    containment and cleanup because it's inevitable.  It will

 24    happen in small amounts or in large amounts.  It doesn't

 25    matter.
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  1              That's -- that's contaminating our food out

  2    there.  It's like our garden.  It's like you using

  3    pesticides in a greenhouse of, you know, stuff we are

  4    trying to eat.  It's the same thing.  It's killing off a

  5    lot of things.

  6              But I am in full opposition of offshore

  7    drilling.  I have been living off the land my whole life.

  8              I can't really think of anything else to say,

  9    but welcome.  Thank you for coming, getting information,

 10    and I really hope -- I really hope it's heard.  I hope our

 11    voice is heard, and not only heard but put into the

 12    thought and make them think about -- think about these

 13    things that they are trying to get information on, not

 14    just go back and just say, yeah, we did get information.

 15              You know, we -- I'd like to see some like -- I'd

 16    like to have them notify us, you know, talk to us back,

 17    not just us talking to them and telling them, you know,

 18    what we think.  I think they should -- I think they should

 19    -- I think we should hear their voice back after they get

 20    all this information.  And after we give the information,

 21    I think we could get some information back on what is

 22    going to happen and what did happen to, you know, all this

 23    stuff that we talked about.  That would be a lot -- that

 24    would be a real positive thing.

 25              As I said, I'm in full opposition.  I like -- I
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  1    love my subsistence way of life.  And it's never going to

  2    stop for me.  I'm just hoping and I'm praying that it's

  3    not going to stop for our future generations that are

  4    going to come.

  5              I know there has been a lot of fighting for the

  6    way of life that we live.  You know, the oil drills up on

  7    the North Slope, they are -- they are -- you know, they

  8    try to take away our bowhead living.  They are trying

  9    to -- they are trying to get counts or, you know, like

 10    populations of all of our animals, and they are trying to

 11    take actions before they -- before they come up with any

 12    kind of results.  You know, it's nice for people to come

 13    up here and get the information from the people who

 14    actually live up here and see it every day of our lives.

 15    Even if it's the smallest animal that we see running

 16    across the road, that's part -- part of our life up here.

 17    I can't put it any other way.

 18              But I really do oppose offshore oil drilling.

 19    I'm in full opposition to that.  And everybody who talked

 20    on the mike, they are in full opposition, but the way I

 21    see it, I think it's going to happen anyways.  They are

 22    going to go out there and drill offshore.  It's going to

 23    happen anyways, even without our opposition.

 24              It will help a lot for each and every entity

 25    that comes up here we can give information to and try to
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  1    get, you know, oil spill response teams in these

  2    communities that we live in.  We reside here year-round,

  3    and we are not going to move.

  4              I think me and everybody else here would like to

  5    have some good part of our population trained or at least

  6    know how and know what to do in the event of an oil spill.

  7    I think we need -- we need these coastal communities to be

  8    trained and know what to do in case of an oil spill.  I

  9    know there is -- there is corporations that give a limited

 10    amount of people, two or three or four people, who go down

 11    and they will leave town for training, this oil spill

 12    training and whatnot, but two or three people won't -- I

 13    mean, it will help, but it won't cut it.

 14              We need a community to know what's going on with

 15    the oil spill and know what to do.  I think it takes a

 16    whole community to understand that.  And I'm sure

 17    everybody in this community, if they are trained and if

 18    they know how, they will give a hand.  They will lend

 19    their hand out there to help clean up or try to contain,

 20    try to protect our way of life.

 21              That's another big thing with all this oil

 22    development.  I think every coastal community should have

 23    at least a crew of people who know how to operate

 24    machinery to contain and clean up an oil spill, not

 25    just -- if they do have an oil spill, they will say, yeah,
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  1    well, we are going to have this contained and everything,

  2    but they are going to be providing -- they are going to

  3    say, yeah, we are bringing money up there.  We are going

  4    to clean it up, giving you money, putting people to work,

  5    but that's the people that they already have trained to do

  6    that kind of job.  And I think -- I think they should come

  7    to every community and at least train as many people as

  8    they could and get that thought in their mind so we know

  9    how to do it so we are able to do it.

 10              I think that's another big thing on this

 11    offshore drilling.  When an oil spill does happen, you

 12    know, I think every community should know what to do, not

 13    turning -- not turning to the phone and trying to call

 14    people and ask, okay, what do we do?  We don't know --

 15    that would be a worst-case scenario on a -- you know, in a

 16    community level to have nobody know what to do here.  I

 17    think that should be another strong -- another real good

 18    idea.

 19              I think I've said pretty much everything I could

 20    think of.  I'm sure there is more but, you know, I'm -- I

 21    said -- I said I think -- I think I said what counts, so

 22    welcome and thank you.  Thank you for your time.  Thank

 23    you for letting us speak.

 24              And you know, we are providing information.  So

 25    I think -- I think it should be passed on, passed on to
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  1    the top, passed on to, you know, higher-ups.  And we would

  2    like feedback on it.  We would like feedback.  We would

  3    like for them to, you know, at least come talk to us and

  4    tell us, okay, this is what we do for your comment that

  5    you said, you know.

  6              We need some kind of feedback for that.  We

  7    didn't get any feedback for any kind of information that

  8    we did get.  But feedback to us would be -- would be

  9    helpful.  That would be -- that would move us to the next

 10    level of understanding, to the next level of comments and

 11    everything that -- everything that we talked about so we

 12    don't keep talking about the same thing over and over.

 13              We would like to see something done about it and

 14    something -- they could tell us, you know, when it's done

 15    so they could move on to another concern.  But I think

 16    that's all I got to say.

 17              And I hope everybody came to an understanding

 18    about all that.  So thank you and good evening.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 20    Well said, and you will have a chance to speak again.  We

 21    have been at this for a while.  I know we have got to give

 22    our recorder about a ten-minute break.  So how about we

 23    take a ten-minute break.  We will all come back and go

 24    around the room again.  We won't leave until everybody is

 25    satisfied.
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  1               (A break was taken.)

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We notice it was pointed

  3    out by one of the community members that some people

  4    arrived after the initial presentation, and so just again

  5    so we are all on the same plate, I've asked Sharon to come

  6    up and very quickly rehash what she went through before so

  7    that everybody understands why we're here.

  8                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  I was just going to,

  9    rather than go -- unless you all want me to go through the

 10    flip chart again, I can just kind of summarize what we

 11    talked about.  So what's the preference?

 12                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Summarize.

 13                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  Why we are here

 14    today, we are here because our agency, the Bureau of Ocean

 15    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, is seeking

 16    your comments on the Revised Draft Supplemental

 17    Environmental Impact Statement.  Copies are on the table.

 18    We are here because of a court litigation that was done

 19    back in 2008 prior to sale 193.  And the Court told us to

 20    go back and to readdress the concerns.

 21              So those are the three concerns we are

 22    addressing in that document is what the Court told us we

 23    had to do because our EIS was not adequate on natural gas

 24    development or on the missing information that we stated

 25    in the document.  So we have to follow the regulations and
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  1    go back and do it.

  2              In addition, after we published the draft

  3    supplemental EIS, we came up here, got the community's

  4    comments, got public comments, over 150,000 comments.

  5    We -- a lot of those, it was on the heels of the Deepwater

  6    Horizon event, and communities wanted us to say what would

  7    happen if there was a very large oil spill.  So we went

  8    back and did an analysis on a very large oil spill.  And

  9    so that is in the document.  So not only do we have the

 10    information that we had in the last draft SEIS, we also

 11    had information on what it would be if a very large oil

 12    spill would happen.

 13              We need your comments.  We need your comments.

 14    We need any traditional knowledge to take a look at our

 15    document.  The due date for public comments and your

 16    comments are due July 11th.  We are using regulations.gov.

 17    There is information on the table on the website to how to

 18    submit your comments.  If you have got any questions on

 19    how to submit those comments, we have a telephone number

 20    to our office in Anchorage.  We are out of Anchorage,

 21    Alaska.  We are all Alaskans up here.  So you can call us

 22    and we can let you know.

 23              Again, after we take your comments, we will

 24    prepare a final supplemental environmental impact

 25    statement.  This supplements the environmental impact
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  1    statement that was done in 2007.  And it will go to the

  2    Secretary of the Interior who will make the decision

  3    whether to affirm the lease sale, the area that was

  4    offered for lease in 2008, or make some changes to it.  He

  5    can affirm the lease sale, keep the leases, or he can

  6    cancel the leases.  It's all on the table.  So he needs to

  7    go back and make that decision.

  8              Once he makes that decision, it will be filed

  9    with the Court.  The Court has asked him to make that

 10    decision by the 3rd of October.  He will make the

 11    decision.  It will be filed with the Court, and the

 12    district judge in Alaska will decide whether or not our

 13    agency has complied with the federal laws of the National

 14    Environmental Policy Act and any other federal laws that

 15    were raised in the litigation to make sure the agency met

 16    its obligation in doing that.

 17              So that's a quick oversight [sic] of it again.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  One

 19    thing I want to add.  And I heard this in this meeting and

 20    at our meeting government-to-government this afternoon and

 21    at another meeting.  Some of the Elders have said you have

 22    been coming up here for 15, 20, 30 years.  We tell you the

 23    same thing.  Well, it's not that we are coming to bother

 24    you, thinking you might change your mind, but there is a

 25    law, the OCS Lands Act, that requires a five-year program
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  1    and requires the Secretary of the Interior to do this.

  2              While you have this requirement, you also have

  3    new administrations and new presidents and new Secretary

  4    of the Interior and all those kind of folks.  But because

  5    of the OCS Lands Act and NEPA and others, there is a

  6    requirement that we come back and speak with you.  So in

  7    many ways you ought to kind of feel good about that, that

  8    people have to come up and speak with you and make sure

  9    that's what it is and somebody just doesn't say, oh, that

 10    was 30 years ago, it doesn't count.  We can't do that.  We

 11    have to make sure we are talking with the communities and

 12    your voice is heard.

 13              And so it's kind of a bother.  This is the best

 14    time of the year for you.  It's gorgeous outside.  I

 15    understand belugas are coming.  The fishing is going to be

 16    great.  And here we are at a meeting.  But this is

 17    important and this is what we need.  So thank you very

 18    much.

 19              So why don't we start on this side of the room.

 20    Okay.  Sir, would you like to comment again?

 21                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  First of all, Nathan

 22    Henry.  And I'd like to apologize.  I was thinking that

 23    maybe you guys were the ones that were coming in to the

 24    ocean and drilling.  So I'm sorry about that.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's fine.
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  1                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  So just a scientific

  2    question.  Is the global warming a natural cause or is the

  3    global warming caused of the oil being sucked out -- like

  4    opposite from insulation.  You think that maybe that oil

  5    down there will keep it cool and it's just being sucked up

  6    and now it's just nothing to keep it cool, maybe, that

  7    might be cause of -- part of the cause of the global

  8    warming?

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question,

 10    and we can talk about that all night.  This is Jim Kendall

 11    speaking.  Bottom line is, no matter what's causing global

 12    climate change, it's happening, and it's being felt first

 13    in the Arctic you are on the forefront of it, and we have

 14    to consider that in our analyses.  But the jury is out on

 15    what's causing it and why it's happening, but it is

 16    happening.

 17              You are -- right here in the Arctic it's

 18    starting first.  And we have got to deal with it in our

 19    analysis, as well.

 20                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  There has been --

 21    throughout the years and years there has been like

 22    billions of gallons of oil being sucked out of the ground,

 23    and if maybe the scientists go back to that same place

 24    like 30 years ago where they did look at it 30 years ago

 25    or 40 years ago and then look at it at the time the oil
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  1    was sucked out and then, you know, see if there was a big

  2    major difference or there are still grounds -- there are

  3    still, you know, the natural flowers that were supposed to

  4    go there or are there different flowers growing out or,

  5    you know -- I know that you can't stop the global warming,

  6    but you can stop the oil drilling possibly.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It's in the record.

  8    Thank you.

  9                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Okay.  Thank you.  Good

 10    evening.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Nathan,

 12    right?  Thank you.  Okay.  Next?

 13                    MR. WARREN LAMPE, SR.:  Hello.  Warren

 14    Lampe, Senior, for the record again.  There was a couple

 15    thoughts that did come to mind within the short time that

 16    I had the mike.  This ocean and where they are drilling,

 17    where they propose to drill is right smack in the middle

 18    of our highway.  It's like a highway, our food highway

 19    that our animals have to migrate past us and get back.

 20    They get to their feeding grounds.  They get to their

 21    grounds that they have babies.  You know, they pass by us,

 22    and they have to pass by us to do it.

 23              With the oil spill happening out there, it's

 24    going to halt the migration.  It will reroute the

 25    migration.  It's just like when we are traveling to the
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  1    store on the highway, a tree or something accidentally

  2    falls on the highway, it's going to stop us.  It will stop

  3    us from going to the store.  Same thing it will do to the

  4    animals with the oil spill.  It will halt the migration,

  5    change the route.  And it might take years.  It might take

  6    20, 50, 100 years for us to realize where this migration

  7    is going and, within that time, it will be too late.

  8              And on what Nate was saying, too, with the oil

  9    being sucked out of the ground and its relevance with our

 10    global heating, global warming, I mean, there is relevance

 11    that they are pulling the oil out of the ground and they

 12    are burning it.  It makes carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide.

 13    So in a sense, Nate is -- part of his -- what he said, I

 14    mean, he's right.

 15              But with our ocean and the drilling, I think --

 16    I think most of their studies and I think most of their

 17    money that they are putting out for this energy, I think

 18    it should be going towards renewable energy like ocean

 19    currents.  They produce energy.  They have proven

 20    technology that we can get energy out of currents.  We

 21    have technology that we can get energy out of the wind.

 22              We have a whole bunch of technology that's

 23    proven to convert to -- converted to this renewable energy

 24    that we could use over and over, not like the oil and gas

 25    that we burn one time or -- you know, we could use the
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  1    heat off of it after we run a piece of machinery.  We

  2    could use the heat off of it.  But it's not the same.

  3              I think most of this money that they are pouring

  4    out into getting energy, I think most of it should be put

  5    to renewable energy.  I think that's another big --

  6    another big situation that, you know, they should think

  7    about and put to use, renewable energy.  With that, we

  8    could have renewable -- we could have, like, wind turbines

  9    here to have energy whenever we have wind instead of using

 10    oil all the time to heat our homes.

 11              And that's another part of the -- another part

 12    of the situation that I'm trying to understand and I'm

 13    trying -- I'm still trying to calculate it in my brain

 14    that -- all these negative effects that are going to

 15    happen to us.  And once that happens, there is pretty much

 16    no way of getting it back.  There is no way of making our

 17    life the same.  It's going to be changed, you know,

 18    probably forever.

 19              But I think a lot more money should be put into

 20    renewable energy instead of having all this wasted money

 21    of trying to get, you know, oil out of our ocean and --

 22    because a lot of the money that they put in, it's -- it's

 23    almost like a waste to me.  They put all this money in and

 24    then their plan doesn't go through as they are trying to

 25    plan.  Somebody else stops and steps in and say, no, that
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  1    can't be done.  You can't do it that way.  So all that

  2    money that they use to try to come up with all this

  3    information, it could have been used to, you know, put --

  4    put it towards renewable energy.  I think that's a big --

  5    that's a -- that's a real big situation that should be

  6    thought of more carefully, put more information into

  7    there.

  8              I think they should have a round of

  9    informational meetings about renewable energy because I

 10    think that's some -- something that -- that we would all

 11    support instead of right now we are all in opposition of

 12    offshore oil drilling, and if you come up with renewable

 13    energy such as, you know, ocean current providing energy

 14    or the wind providing energy for us, that would be a whole

 15    change of story that would save our traditional cultural

 16    way of life.  It would save a whole culture, a whole group

 17    of people who live up here off the land and off the sea.

 18              I think most of us would -- we would be in

 19    support of renewable energy because we are all -- we are

 20    all opposed to offshore oil drilling and oil energy, even

 21    on our land where we are opposed to oil energy, oil

 22    drilling so much, but it's more so far offshore.  We don't

 23    want it to happen.  I think they should put more --

 24    more -- more of what they have, their funds, their

 25    thoughts, their energy, put more of it into renewable
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  1    energy.  I think that's -- I think that would be a -- that

  2    would make a whole lot more of Alaska happy.

  3              I think that's -- that's a -- that's a big

  4    thought, too.  I think that's -- that's what should

  5    happen.  That's what should be happening because oil is

  6    going to run out, you know, 20, 30 years from now just

  7    like our Prudhoe Bay is running out.  We are going to run

  8    out of oil.  We are going to run out of energy.  Within

  9    that time we may have an oil spill.  We may have

 10    contamination that's irreversible.

 11              I mean, we go to renewable energy, we are -- we

 12    will be able to make use of it over and over again instead

 13    of this oil where we just use once and, you know, it burns

 14    off into our atmosphere.  It causes a chain reaction of

 15    negative events.

 16              And when I think in my mind, I think we could

 17    use this -- we could be going to renewable energy, and

 18    it's not going to be -- it's not going to be as polluting

 19    as burning oil and refining oil, all of this negative

 20    impacts of just getting this oil out of the ground and

 21    getting it ready for us to use and making it useful for us

 22    to burn safely.

 23              I think -- I think they should turn their head

 24    the other way, turn it away from offshore oil drilling and

 25    put -- you know, face the renewable energy because the oil
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  1    is going to run out.  Our wind won't run out.  Our water

  2    currents, they may change, but they are still going to be

  3    there, not like the oil.  You know, it's going to

  4    disappear.  It's going to be gone.  So that's a big

  5    thought.

  6              I think more -- more thought, more energy, more,

  7    you know, information should be put towards renewable

  8    energy.  That's something we would be in support of

  9    because everybody -- I'm -- I think everybody that you --

 10    everywhere you go there is going to be opposition.  There

 11    is going to be strong opposition for offshore oil

 12    drilling.

 13              So if that could make it to, you know, the

 14    decisionmakers up there to -- I think they should change

 15    direction and start -- start developing renewable energy.

 16    That's a big thing because I think a lot of us would be in

 17    support of that.  So that's a thought I had in mind.

 18              So thank you very much.

 19                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Good evening.  Leo

 20    Ferreira, III, for the record.  I just wanted to get out

 21    some stuff that I kind of left out.  I can't remember

 22    everything, but I just wanted to touch a little bit on

 23    science and the studies that's been going on.  I don't

 24    think the lease sale of 193 should not [sic] happen

 25    because there hasn't been a real good baseline study of
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  1    our sea animals, of our fish, of our bearded seals, our

  2    seals, and our bowhead whales.  There hasn't been a real

  3    good study on our sea animals and how the effects of an

  4    oil spill -- what the harms would be to them.  And so we

  5    need to do more baseline studies before the sale lease of

  6    193.  There needs to be more base study of our animals in

  7    the sea.

  8              And another thing that the Coast Guard, the

  9    Coast Guard ships, I already know that when they go out

 10    here, they do a little drill hole just to go see how much

 11    oil is in there, that there will only be -- I understand

 12    there will only be one ship for containment of an oil

 13    spill in case.

 14              And Warren has a point about an oil spill that

 15    the communities in the North Slope, the residents of the

 16    outlying villages, should all be trained for an oil spill

 17    so the outlying communities will be able to respond faster

 18    and will have more people available.  And that's just

 19    another way of generating jobs up here on the North Slope

 20    is we all live off of the land and sea year-round, whether

 21    it be berries, tutu, caribou, musk ox, polar bears, brown

 22    bears, walrus, bowhead whales, beluga, all the sea animals

 23    and land animals.  That would help protect our way of

 24    life.  So if oil does get big, that we are ready for an

 25    oil spill, we would like to have training.
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  1              And that's another reason why the sale of 193

  2    shouldn't happen because their response is going to be too

  3    slow, especially when you have a Coast Guard ship

  4    stationed almost 1,000 miles from where we are at right

  5    now.

  6              And since there is no scientific way of cleaning

  7    up an oil spill in the ice conditions, in the sea ice

  8    conditions and the harsh environment out here in the

  9    Arctic Circle, if there is an oil spill that's going to

 10    affect all of our sea animals, our fish, our whales, our

 11    beluga, our walrus, even our sea birds that migrate out

 12    here when springtime has arrived, and also fall time is

 13    what we deal with an oil spill, and that will hurt our way

 14    of life as we know it to this day.

 15              And I feel that government is not capable of

 16    replacing our way of life for the great dollar.  Right now

 17    that green dollar doesn't even help us out in this

 18    village.  We live off of welfare around here, and the

 19    biggest job is the North Slope Borough, and that's about

 20    20 percent of this village workforce.  And the rest of us

 21    are on welfare.

 22              I don't think sale 193 should happen until some

 23    of these other issues are dealt with and more studies

 24    being done just in case there is an oil spill and we have

 25    to clean it up.  We feel like we shouldn't have to pay the
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  1    price for an oil spill and then end up living off of

  2    welfare because the oil spill has taken away our way of

  3    life out here in the ocean because we already know oil

  4    kills off and kills off on land.  It's going to kill off

  5    worse in the water.  And it's not just going to affect the

  6    state of Alaska Natives.  It's going to affect everybody

  7    up here in the Arctic Circle.  It's going to chart a chain

  8    reaction.

  9              Just like with global warming, it's already

 10    starting a chain reaction.  It's just the State ain't

 11    going to tell us yet, but we already know because we have

 12    a change in environment up here because of global warming.

 13    So I hope that the federal government listens to our

 14    comments and takes into consideration that what we have to

 15    say will help make these rules and regulations for the

 16    offshore oil and gas drilling for the federal government

 17    with the oil industry.

 18              Our ecosystem out here is very sensitive to

 19    pollutions, to pollution of the oil, to pollution of noise

 20    activity.  We already know; knowledge already tells us and

 21    our ancestors already told us, and we even see it

 22    ourselves and we live the life.  We would be disturbing

 23    our animals and changing our migration routes.  Warren has

 24    a point there when he talks about the oil having an affect

 25    on our animals.  He's right.  It will change the
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  1    migration, or we might not even be able to harvest our

  2    animals because of an oil spill.

  3              And the oil industry has no way of cleaning up

  4    an oil spill.  And we would very much like to see them

  5    have some kind of way of assuring us that in case there is

  6    an oil spill, there would be a fast response to an oil

  7    spill.  And we don't want to lose our way of life because

  8    we know if there is an oil spill, it is going to take away

  9    our way of life.  We already know.  But we know we have to

 10    try to balance things out and work with the federal

 11    government and work with the Obama Administration so we

 12    can have these buffer zones and these stipulations put

 13    into effect so we could try to help our way of life and

 14    sustain it the way we all come to an understanding.

 15              So I oppose sale 193.  And thank you.

 16                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  Boy, I'd like to thank

 17    Point Lay.  You guys say the same thing Point Hope says.

 18    You guys say the same thing that Kotzebue said.  And you

 19    guys say same thing -- I have been listening to this for

 20    20 years.  Every time BOEMRE comes to our communities to

 21    talk about offshore leases, Point Hope always say no.

 22    It's been -- my father was against offshore activity, and

 23    I'm strongly against offshore activity.

 24              I had a chance to go down to the Gulf when it

 25    happened, and I witnessed the government, the oil

00076

  1    companies not really doing anything to try to stop that

  2    spill at the Gulf.  I seen some birds that I haven't seen

  3    in a long time, and I seen some birds I will never see

  4    again, like what has happened with the Exxon Valdez oil

  5    spill.

  6              One good comment I heard tonight was Mr. Lampe.

  7    He wanted feedback.  He wanted BOEMRE to come back and

  8    explain about the comments that Salazar will be looking

  9    at.  So you see, Mr. Kendall, I think the Village of Point

 10    Lay would like you to come back and explain about your

 11    comment -- about their comments and how you are going to

 12    submit it to Salazar.

 13              Before October's decision, I'd like to take all

 14    the tribal council members to Washington, D.C. when he's

 15    going to make his decision.  And my goal is to pick up a

 16    resolution from all the tribal villages about opposition

 17    to offshore activity.

 18              We all know in the past North Slope Borough has

 19    been doing a lot of research in which our communities has

 20    to have anything to say about.  Even though we have got a

 21    North Slope Borough Wildlife Commission, our communities

 22    always ask for assistance and very little is sent forth.

 23    So we in the communities don't really trust the North

 24    Slope Borough or the State of Alaska.  We trust ourselves

 25    because our traditional knowledge is very strong, and we
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  1    carry on for years.  We don't write in the book.  Our

  2    ancestors, our parents, our grandfathers give it to us by

  3    words.

  4              I thank you very much from the bottom of my

  5    heart about your comments.  It's very strong, make me feel

  6    real good that you guys are against offshore activity.

  7    I'm going to do a radio talk show at KBRW like I did at

  8    KOTZ, making my report what kind of meeting you had at

  9    Point Lay, what kind of meeting we had at Point Hope and

 10    what kind of meeting we had at Kotzebue.  Hopefully I'll

 11    be able to make it to Wainwright.

 12              I haven't heard anything much about baseline

 13    studies about our wildlife, but all I heard was oil spill.

 14    Everywhere I go to, we talk about oil spill.  So you see,

 15    I'll send a message to Salazar, Mr. Salazar, people of the

 16    Arctic, the coastal communities, the people that are part

 17    of the ecosystem in the Arctic, want to protect the

 18    wildlife that they -- that the wildlife is feeding the

 19    people for thousands of years, the wildlife that keeps our

 20    cultural people together, the wildlife that keeps our

 21    people united, wildlife that would make our people work to

 22    good and be stronger.

 23              So you see, Mr. Salazar, we are in heavy

 24    protection.  We need heavy protection from oil development

 25    in the Arctic; not only oil development, but the
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  1    transportation routes coming from Europe going to Asia

  2    from the Northwest Passage.

  3              So thank you, Mr. Salazar, for accepting my

  4    request.  Thank you.

  5                    MS. JOANNE NEAKOK:  I'll share this.

  6    JoAnne Neakok, for the record.  I just want to share that

  7    I'd like to support my grandchildren and my children and

  8    my future grandchildren that, you know, whatever is

  9    decided for whatever they can use for energy, you know, I

 10    really -- I really oppose offshore drilling myself.

 11              But you know, there is jobs that we depend on.

 12    And we are so spoiled, like someone mentioned here,

 13    because we can just turn on a light switch and we don't

 14    have to hang dry our clothes.  And we don't have to, you

 15    know, walking for transportation, but I -- I really feel

 16    that, you know, whatever the decisions are, you know, we

 17    are being attacked either way.

 18              And I love going out to the ocean with my

 19    husband.  We share a lot of good times out there.  Brings

 20    us joy to our family when we bring home something from the

 21    ocean.  And when the captains bring home a whale, it's a

 22    happy occasion for the community.  It brings the community

 23    together stronger, and we are able to work with each other

 24    hand in hand.  And it's a blessing, the ocean.  It brings

 25    life to everyone, you know.
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  1              For me it was scary to even ride out there on an

  2    18-footer but, you know, when the waves are rolling or

  3    the -- you know, the waves are so rough, you know, I think

  4    about how mighty God is out there, controlling the waves.

  5    And you know, I say a prayer for anyone that goes out to

  6    hunt, that God will just bring them home safely.  I'm sure

  7    everyone does that in the community, not only myself and

  8    Willard or, you know, other families.

  9              And Marie mentioned that, you know, we worry

 10    about hunters out in the wintertime.  We are having to go

 11    search distance, and it takes fuel to go out and look for

 12    the person.  And that's, you know, gas, using gas.

 13              But I wanted to say that sharing our food from

 14    the ocean is always a blessing to bring people together,

 15    and that's a strong, you know -- I think it's strong

 16    enough to say that it pulls the families together.  But I

 17    want to share from Genesis I, Verse 10.  "And God called

 18    the dry and earth and the gathering together of the

 19    waters, all he sees, and God saw that it was good."  And

 20    I -- I see it that way.  You know, it's a blessing.

 21              Thank you.

 22                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  My name is Willard

 23    Neakok, for the record.  I have three more items that are

 24    related to offshore drilling which I'm in opposition.  But

 25    first, you know, a few people would look out the window.
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  1    Look at the sky.  Fifty years ago, for those that remember

  2    those days when we had our picture taken outside, the sky

  3    wasn't that light.  What is it?  Maybe powder blue.

  4              Fifty years ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago,

  5    maybe, you know, our skies were a lot bluer than that.  If

  6    you look at the childhood pictures where your parents are

  7    taking pictures, oh, yeah, you know, cute.  I want to take

  8    this picture.  And if you look in the background, look at

  9    the sky.  You know, for us, 50 years plus, look at our

 10    childhood pictures.  Look at the sky.  You will see the

 11    difference.  They were a lot bluer than that, all because

 12    of emissions from fossil fuels, smokestacks that weren't

 13    regulated, car engines that weren't tuned up.  And I'm

 14    sure that's -- you know, the kids nowadays, they look

 15    outside and, oh, it's a nice beautiful day.  Fifty years

 16    ago, 40 years ago, 30 years ago, the sky was a lot more

 17    bluer than what we see today.

 18              Just think about it.  Even pictures back in the

 19    days, you look at them, you will see the sky a lot more

 20    bluer, more colorful, you know.  We are seeing a blue

 21    planet from a satellite, we see it blue, big blue planet;

 22    but then a lot of people don't think of looking up and

 23    seeing blue sky no more.  I noticed that like maybe 20

 24    years ago.  Our skies are changing.

 25              Why is that?  And nowadays, learning from
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  1    emissions from fossil fuels unregulated, you know,

  2    emissions from all the different countries that we have.

  3              But three other things that I wanted to mention

  4    is the sound that your drill rig will make.  I'm going to

  5    use Kivalina as a subject.  Thirty years ago, you know,

  6    they had -- they discovered Red Dog with all the zinc.

  7    Before then, you know, they had belugas, they had whales

  8    migrating through their ocean.

  9              And then they built that Red Dog port, and all

 10    the noise coming from that port was affecting the

 11    migration of all their whales, their belugas, their fish.

 12    Now they have to go 30 miles north just to try and harvest

 13    belugas, bowheads.  They never had that problem before

 14    sound start being emitted from the ships that are going in

 15    to Red Dog port.

 16              And if we have that up here, you know, right

 17    where lease 193 is going to be, who knows what our

 18    migration route is going to be for the bowheads or

 19    belugas.

 20              You know, sound travels quite a ways on the

 21    water, a lot more further than on land.  Another thing

 22    that's why I'm in opposition of offshore drilling.

 23              Another thing is where sale 193 is, I had to ask

 24    Robert what that shoal was, Robert Suydam.  I had to ask

 25    him what that shoal was and he said Hannah Shoal.  And
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  1    right there on the north side of where they want to drill,

  2    the south side of it is where the current goes.  And on

  3    the south side, that's where the walrus go there and feed.

  4    They got clams, they got mussels; you know, whatever they

  5    need.  It's a small area, but that's where the walrus goes

  6    to feed.

  7              I learned that.  You know, I am a walrus

  8    commissioner.  And I just learned that just in February

  9    when we had a meeting with Shell Oil.  In fact, Shell Oil

 10    and we had an Eskimo Walrus Commission meeting almost a

 11    day apart from each other.  I learned where they wanted to

 12    drill.  Next day I learned that is where the largest

 13    concentration of clams and mussels and where the walrus

 14    feed.

 15              And if we have an oil spill, the current is

 16    going to take all that oil and spread it along that Hannah

 17    Shoal.  And where the -- you know, if the walrus eats

 18    that, then, you know, they are doomed.  Where are you

 19    going to go next?  That's another thing.  That's why I'm

 20    in opposition of, you know, having sale 193 right there.

 21    It might be the hottest spot for oil, but it's also the

 22    hottest -- more important that the walrus has been using

 23    for probably thousands of years to go there and go eat.

 24    Now they have to swim 60 plus miles just to come to land

 25    and rest and then go back out to Hannah Shoal again to go
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  1    feed.

  2              Losing one thing just because we want to gain

  3    another, you know, gas, diesel, whatever, to, you know,

  4    have lights, have gas to run around by boat, snowmachine,

  5    aircraft, you know, that's, you know -- that's why we are

  6    in opposition.  We are trying to balance everything.

  7    That's why, you know, we say what I've heard here tonight,

  8    you know.  Let's deplete whatever is on land.  There is

  9    ANWR.  There is all different other places here in the --

 10    or the Lower 48, I should say, that there might be

 11    potential for oil.  Canada, even.

 12              We are so dependent on trying to provide our own

 13    United States to be dependent [sic] of, you know,

 14    producing our own oil, our own gas, yet, you know, we

 15    still order from, you know, other different countries.

 16    And now we have a small version of, you know, oil

 17    producing at Prudhoe Bay that only provides, probably,

 18    what, 15 percent of the United States consuming oil.

 19              That's another thing.  I like the idea of, you

 20    know, renewable energy, you know.  We are in the 21st

 21    century.  Why can't we produce something to -- that will

 22    be renewable, something that we can use to run our

 23    generators, run our snowmachines, run our boats?  We have

 24    technology out there.

 25              It's like Warren said, let's use that money to
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  1    try and find something that we can renew every -- even if

  2    we have -- you know, we have cell phones.  We have

  3    cameras.  We have, you know, renewable, rechargeable

  4    batteries.  Why can't we do something to substitute fossil

  5    fuels?

  6              Someday we are going to run out.  That's why we

  7    need the technology to recognize and figure out what we

  8    can use to renew our way that we are so used to.

  9              When we first came here, you know, we had to go

 10    find wood, coal, you know, just to heat our homes.  We had

 11    to carry out our honey buckets rather than just push a

 12    little handle to make our waste go to the sewage plant.

 13    You know, we are accustomed to it.  It was introduced to

 14    us.

 15              Now, you know, with the technology we have

 16    today, I'm sure that, you know, scientists -- you know,

 17    somebody will come up with something that we can use

 18    rather than it will be there forever.  Maybe someday our

 19    skies will start turning darker blue than what we see now.

 20              And I think the last thing I was going to talk

 21    about was what are we going to do if -- if this

 22    exploratory drilling happens and we have the worst-case

 23    scenario of large oil spill.  We don't have the capability

 24    of having staging areas for booms, for vessels.  Closest

 25    one is, what, Kodiak.  Or Prudhoe Bay.  They have a small
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  1    one, but not enough to contain what may have happened like

  2    in Prince William Sound or the Gulf of Mexico.  Where are

  3    we going to stage it?

  4              I go out one day and start seeing big containers

  5    of boom, big, you know, boats out there.  We have like

  6    six, seven different inlets that we utilize, each and

  7    every boat captain here in the village we go in and out of

  8    every summer.  We utilize almost every one of them.  You

  9    know, where are we going to -- might take four or five

 10    days before we finally reach or they finally reach with

 11    adequate boom material to stop the stem of spreading.

 12              Sure, Shell said that they are going to have

 13    boom close enough on their different ships.  They are

 14    going to have boom.  But what if it's bigger than the

 15    Exxon/Mobile [sic] or what if it's bigger or just as big

 16    as what happened in the Gulf of Mexico?  They don't have

 17    enough containment booms to take care of the oil spill.

 18    Where are we going to stay?  Take four or five days for,

 19    you know, a ship to come up with enough containment.

 20              I heard somebody say, what about the oil under

 21    the ice if it happens during the winter or during breakup.

 22    We have a lot of moving ice out there.  We have a lot of

 23    underwater currents that can take oil that we can't see on

 24    the surface of the ice.  You know, who knows where it's

 25    going to go?  Oil companies say, yes, we have the
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  1    technology on how to do it.  But how are they going to do

  2    it underneath the ice?  Oil is lighter than water, and it

  3    can travel with the current.

  4              That's why I said earlier, you know, all the

  5    other coastal villages on the west coast of Alaska are

  6    going to see like what Louisiana and Florida are seeing,

  7    tar balls being washed ashore.  I heard about plankton,

  8    the micro-organisms.  It's going to domino effect to --

  9    from micro-organisms to the bowhead.  It will do that,

 10    like I said again earlier, we lose everything.  We lose

 11    our way of life.  Like what I heard from Sophie, we lose

 12    our identity.  We lose our identity because we take care

 13    of the ocean and the ocean takes care of us.  We need to

 14    take care of the ocean.  If we lose that, you know, we

 15    lose our identity.  We are going to have to live off the

 16    land.

 17              A lot of people -- we need different foods.  We

 18    get tired of hamburger, pizza.  That gets monotonous.

 19    Getting tired of this land-based food or McDonald's or

 20    Burger King or Pizza Hut or whatever.  It gets old.  We

 21    need something different in our diet.  That's where the

 22    ocean comes in.  If we lose our ocean, we lose everything.

 23              And I hope that Mr. Salazar will hear our voice,

 24    understand what is going to happen if we have an oil

 25    spill.  I hope he understands that traditional knowledge
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  1    that has been passed on to us from generation to

  2    generation by word of mouth.  If he hears that, I hope,

  3    you know, he does not make this a reality because we are

  4    the ones that are going to lose.  We are the ones that are

  5    going to lose.  We are going to be going to the store.  We

  6    are going to be going inland.

  7              But yet, you know, we have currents that go up,

  8    or rivers from the ocean.  Can go at least maybe 15 miles

  9    inland before we, you know, when I first moved here, we

 10    had to go inland to get fresh water.  Sometimes we had to

 11    travel quite a ways up our river, dip our hand in the

 12    water, still a little salty.  We have to go further up.

 13    You know, if we don't have containment booms, we have

 14    currents that go inland from the ocean, it's going to

 15    affect whatever animals that we have in land, too.  That's

 16    a scary thought.

 17              But those -- like I said when I first started

 18    speaking, for those that are 50-plus years old and you see

 19    our childhood pictures, you see the sky, you will see when

 20    I'm talking about.  I just hope that Mr. Salazar will make

 21    the right decision so we can pass the traditional

 22    knowledge that has been passed on to us to our children,

 23    our grandchildren, and hope they also pass their knowledge

 24    that they learned from us to continue to do the things

 25    that we have enjoyed here in the small village.  That way
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  1    they can enjoy what we have enjoyed today because, you

  2    know, we have lived off the ocean for thousands of years

  3    and we don't -- we want to continue to live off the ocean.

  4              Change of diet, change of food.  Once in a while

  5    we eat store-bought food, yeah, but we live off the land

  6    and off the ocean, you know.  That is what we use the

  7    most.  There is natural resources, the natural foods, that

  8    has been provided by -- we don't over harvest.  We

  9    don't -- waste anything.

 10              So you know, I hope Mr. Salazar hears our

 11    testimonies, not only from this village, but any other

 12    villages that BOEMRE is close to and hear what we are

 13    talking about.  I hope that Mr. Salazar makes the right

 14    decision.  Thank you.

 15                    MS. SOPHIE HENRY:  This is Sophie Henry

 16    again.  Just to add on kind of what Willard was just

 17    saying, but from my experience -- I moved up here nine

 18    years ago.  And nine years ago when I came up here, there

 19    was, you know hundreds and hundreds of caribou right here.

 20    We had to chase them off of the runway for the plane to

 21    land.  I mean, it was overloaded with caribou.

 22              And a few years ago, BHP started drilling a coal

 23    mine and they started having a helicopter, and traffic

 24    went back and forth.  Well, that -- you know, that changed

 25    the migration of the caribou, so that pretty much robbed
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  1    our community of harvesting those caribou.  Well, now,

  2    Washington or Shell Oil or whoever wants to, they want to

  3    drill out here in our ocean.

  4              Well, if they change the migration of our

  5    whales, all our mammals, you know, we might never get to

  6    hunt that again.  They may never come back up here.  We

  7    may never see them.  We may never -- we might not ever get

  8    to eat any of that food again.  So they are pretty much

  9    put in like a teetertotter.  Yeah, it's a good thing for

 10    them to -- you know, for Alaska, I guess you should say,

 11    to drill for the money, but they rob us of our food and

 12    our way of life and our tradition, you know.

 13              And it's just -- it's a teetertotter, and they

 14    are putting a hard decision to make, and we just hope and

 15    pray that they listen to the communities and, you know,

 16    give us the opportunity to live our traditional ways and

 17    the way our ancestors lived.  And hopefully, you know, we

 18    see the other side where we can, you know, continue to

 19    live this way and not get robbed of our mammals.  You

 20    know, we don't get robbed of our food and our tradition

 21    and our way of life.  It would just be nice for once our

 22    voices get heard loud and clear and they get -- they just,

 23    you know, drill onshore rather than offshore, which would

 24    be a lot better than offshore, I should say.  But that's

 25    all.
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  1                    MR. WILLIAM TRACEY, JR.:  William Tracey,

  2    Junior.  Inupiat name is Aqpaaqtuaq, named after my aaka,

  3    grandmother Dorcus Neakok.  I was born in Barrow, raised

  4    here in Point Lay all my life.  Went hunting.  I almost

  5    lived like a nomadic life when I was a kid with my

  6    grandparents.  We would travel up and down the coast by

  7    boat.  Warren Lampe could attest to this.  He was there

  8    for a lot of it, also.

  9              We traveled by boat.  We lived in a tent.  And

 10    what we caught was our dinner, our lunch, our breakfast;

 11    bearded seal, ringed seal, spotted seal, caribou, ducks,

 12    eggs, fish.  And we would hunt these animals, get our

 13    fill, come back here, put them in the cellar and do it all

 14    over again, camping up and down the coast from Icy Cape to

 15    Kutchiaq.

 16              Wintertime we would continue that.  We would go

 17    to land into it ice fishing and caribou hunting.  During

 18    the summer we got a caribou inland, and it was either too

 19    hot or too many mosquitoes to butcher the caribou.  We

 20    would load the caribou whole and go out in the ocean and

 21    find a piece of ice and butcher the caribou out on the

 22    ice.  This would be June, July, all the way in August we

 23    would have floating ice.  We don't see that too much

 24    anymore.

 25              Now, I grew up hunting beluga and walrus, and
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  1    noise pollution is a big thing when it comes to beluga.

  2    Learning from our mistakes, we banned the use of ATVs on

  3    the spit while we are herding the beluga because the noise

  4    from the ATV will carry into the water and scare the

  5    beluga out into deeper water, making it harder for us to

  6    herd the beluga.  And we also banned any aircraft flying

  7    over the ocean or the lagoon during this time of the

  8    season because the noise of the plane will scare the

  9    beluga out and away.  So we have our president out with

 10    Era Aviation to stay away from our hunting areas for

 11    beluga.

 12              I hear a lot of people saying the ocean and land

 13    is like our garden.  I don't know how many people in the

 14    U.S. have a garden anymore.  More and more people are used

 15    to shopping at a Carrs or a Safeway.  I like to look at it

 16    this way:  The land is my Safeway, and the ocean is my

 17    Sam's Club.  I get all my bulk foods from the ocean, and I

 18    get my canned goods and baked goods from the land.  Just

 19    another way to understand how we use our land and water.

 20              People talk about the ocean getting polluted if

 21    there is an oil spill, all the animals and vegetation in

 22    the ocean and the ducks and the birds that live in the

 23    waters surrounding the spill.  We see it on TV.  Every

 24    time there is a spill, they are cleaning animals.  I don't

 25    know how it would look if you see some people dressed up
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  1    in Tyvek suits trying to scrub off a polar bear or a

  2    walrus, even caribou.

  3              If the lagoon got contaminated with oil, our

  4    whole entire Western Arctic herd uses our lagoon to get

  5    away from the heat and the mosquitoes.  You will see the

  6    entire herd sitting in the lagoon.  They will cross the

  7    lagoon and walk on the spit where there is less mosquitoes

  8    and more wind.  They will cross the inlets in whole herds.

  9    And I couldn't even imagine losing that whole herd of

 10    caribou, a catastrophe like that would happen.

 11              So thank you.  Good evening.

 12                    MS. MARIE TRACEY:  Hi.  This is Marie

 13    Tracey again.  Secretary of State [sic] Salazar, if you

 14    are listening -- and I'm sure you have listened to all of

 15    us, and we are very concerned about our ocean and how it

 16    may affect our life, our food chain.  And I would like you

 17    to please be our hero.  We will be waiting for your

 18    comment on what we have said from our little Native

 19    Village of Point Lay run by a tribal government.  And I'm

 20    so happy to be talking to you.  I sure wish you could talk

 21    back to me right now, but be our hero.

 22              Thank you for listening to us and sending these

 23    people here to Point Lay.  They are getting bit by

 24    mosquitoes, but I'm sure they don't mind.  Good evening.

 25                    MR. ROBERT SUYDAM:  Robert Suydam.  Folks
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  1    have done a phenomenonal job about talking about how

  2    important the ocean and the land is.  And so I'm not going

  3    to add much to that.  I don't think that's kind of the

  4    role for my voice, anyway.

  5              But I would like to say a couple more things

  6    specifically about the EIS and the ways that I think it --

  7    the agency should re-evaluate, redo the EIS between the

  8    draft stage here and the final stage.

  9              The first thing is lots of folks have talked

 10    about the need for information and that there is more

 11    information that's needed, and that's absolutely true.

 12    However, it's also true that we need to use the

 13    information that's at hand correctly.

 14              And so, for an example, on page 106 under the

 15    section of cetaceans and effects from natural gas

 16    production, it says, gray whales, bowhead whales and

 17    humpback whales have been shown to -- "that received

 18    levels of impulses in the 160 to 170 dB range appear to

 19    cause avoid avoidance behavior."  And this is just not

 20    true.  The bowheads are actually much more sensitive to

 21    sound.  And the available literature says they avoid

 22    received levels of industrial sound oftentimes down to 120

 23    dB.  So the statement here is misleading at best, and

 24    please make sure that the right information is used to

 25    evaluate what the potential impacts are from the
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  1    activities under the EIS.

  2              Mitigation measures, there is a section in here

  3    that's not very thorough, and it references back to the

  4    original 193 EIS.  And there are some things that have

  5    been said today that I would like to reemphasize that the

  6    agency needs to consider as mitigation measures.

  7              Zero discharge is one of them.  Shell has agreed

  8    to zero discharge in the Beaufort Sea, but they haven't

  9    agreed to zero discharge in the Chukchi Sea.  And that

 10    should be a standard mitigation for both areas.  Certainly

 11    some discharge occurs early on in the topple, but muds and

 12    cuttings and industrial waste, household waste, those

 13    types of things shouldn't be discharged into the ocean

 14    because it's people's gardens or Sam's Clubs, or whatever

 15    it might be.  So zero discharge is a best available

 16    technology that Norway implements and should be

 17    implemented here, as well.

 18              Many times beluga hunters here in Point Lay in

 19    the past have told me they don't want any industrial

 20    activity to occur in the Chukchi Sea until July 15th or

 21    until the beluga hunt has occurred.  So that should be a

 22    standard mitigation to protect the beluga hunting here in

 23    Point Lay and to protect the beluga hunting or the belugas

 24    themselves.

 25              No ships out there in the Chukchi Sea till after
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  1    the beluga hunt has happened or until after the 15th of

  2    July.  Folks have talked about walruses and seals hauling

  3    out on beaches up and down the Chukchi Sea coast.

  4    Mitigation measures need to be in place to make sure that

  5    those walruses aren't disturbed, that stampedes aren't

  6    occurring because of helicopter traffic or airplane

  7    traffic or ship traffic associated with oil and gas.  Lots

  8    of birds depend on the Chukchi Sea.  They need to be

  9    protected from oil spills especially, but also from

 10    colliding with ships.  So the appropriate lighting needs

 11    to be a standard mitigation measure in the EIS.

 12              In the fall time, Chukchi Sea villages are

 13    starting to hunt bowhead whales.  The ice in the

 14    springtime isn't as good as it used to be.  So it's harder

 15    for communities to hunt bowheads in the spring.  So

 16    Wainwright is an example.  They hunted a bowhead last fall

 17    for the first time in a long, long, long time.  Point Lay

 18    has gone hunting in the fall time for bowheads, as well.

 19              So there needs to be a closing date or a window

 20    when there isn't industrial activity in the Chukchi Sea in

 21    order to allow for bowheads to be available to the

 22    communities here for hunting.

 23              Many people have talked about oil spills, and I

 24    don't need to go into that too much more, although I would

 25    like to add one thing.  The Deepwater Horizon incident
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  1    showed that oil companies aren't prepared to respond to a

  2    large oil spill, even though they say they are.  In

  3    reality, things just don't work the way they would like

  4    to.

  5              I think the same is true here for the Arctic.  I

  6    think if oil companies are allowed to drill -- or before

  7    they are allowed to drill, they should demonstrate their

  8    ability to clean up oil that's spilled in open water

  9    seasons and in broken ice seasons and in an ice covered

 10    season.  So more emphasis needs to be put on the ability

 11    of companies to respond to an oil spill showing that they

 12    can clean it up.

 13              I'm pleased that BOEMRE decided to evaluate the

 14    impacts of a large oil spill in the Chukchi Sea.  And

 15    there is a lot of information that's needed to be able to

 16    respond to it, to be able to assess risks and be able to

 17    respond to a big oil spill or a small oil spill, for that

 18    matter.  We don't know a lot about the surface -- water

 19    circulation patterns, and if we don't know that, it's

 20    really hard to estimate the trajectory of spilled oil or

 21    the fate of spilled oil.  What beaches might it end up on?

 22    And that information will help for deploying oil spill

 23    cleanup equipment before an accident happens.

 24              I know that your agency, Jim, is trying to

 25    gather some of that information, but a lot more is needed
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  1    before oil companies should be allowed to go out and work

  2    out there.

  3              The issue of dispersants and how the dispersants

  4    themselves affect the animals, the plants and mammals in

  5    the ocean is needed.  And are dispersants actually better

  6    than just letting the oil be out there by itself?  These

  7    are really important questions that remain to be answered.

  8    And if people are going to dump dispersants on the oil but

  9    it actually makes the situation worse, that shouldn't be

 10    considered.  So we need more information before we try to

 11    use things like dispersants.

 12              And finally, I wanted to make a comments on

 13    cumulative impacts.  The revised EIS has about 13 pages

 14    related to cumulative impacts.  And unfortunately, that's

 15    not sufficient, and unfortunately the cumulative impact

 16    section doesn't even include evaluation of what a large

 17    oil spill might -- how that might contribute to cumulative

 18    impacts.

 19              So even though the judge didn't tell you to

 20    evaluate a large oil spill, it should have been evaluated

 21    in the cumulative impact section, as well.  And I think

 22    that should change between now and the final EIS.

 23              That assessment, the cumulative impacts

 24    assessment section, is also not sufficient because it

 25    doesn't consider activities in Canada or Russia that are
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  1    foreseeable, that are known.  There is oil and gas

  2    activities that are going on in both places.  I know that

  3    Russia has seismic shoots planned for the Chukchi Sea this

  4    year.  Why isn't that considered in the EIS?  If I know

  5    it, certainly the federal government knows it.

  6              So please make sure that the cumulative impact

  7    section is comprehensive and does include all of the

  8    foreseeable activities that are occurring.  And those

  9    activities need to include areas where the animals that

 10    occur here, where they go to.  And that includes Russian

 11    waters and the Bering Sea.

 12              And so one final thing is there was a tragedy in

 13    Japan earlier this year, and a nuclear power plant has

 14    leaked radiation, and we have received lots of calls

 15    suggesting or expressing concern that radiation may be

 16    impacting the subsistence resources.  And so my suspicion

 17    is that radioactive impacts to resources up here is

 18    probably minimal, but I think it needs to be evaluated,

 19    especially in the cumulative impacts section.  Monitoring

 20    needs to occur, and that needs to be evaluated.

 21              And then one final statement on monitoring

 22    that's in the mitigation section.  There is a statement

 23    that oil companies need to do resource-based monitoring.

 24    They need -- there will be studies that they need to do.

 25    And I think that the agency needs to require that the data
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  1    that the oil companies collect on environmental issues,

  2    not from what's happening in the drilling or what's

  3    happening -- or the data they get back from the seismic

  4    exploration, but the environmental data needs to be

  5    publicly available.  They are using a public resource, and

  6    all that information needs to be available for the public

  7    to evaluate, as well.

  8              Thank you again for hanging in here late into

  9    the evening and for taking comments from me and other

 10    folks.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are not done yet.

 12    Don't go away.  Back here.  Anyone?

 13                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Before I go, I have one

 14    more before I go.  Nathan Henry, again, before I leave.

 15    Let's see.  I think that oil spill was in Louisiana

 16    somewhere.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that --

 17    nobody knew that there was going to be an oil spill,

 18    probably.  I'm pretty sure if somebody knew that there was

 19    going to be an oil spill, I'm sure somebody would have

 20    went out into the ocean and did a lot of -- I shouldn't

 21    say slaughtering because the oil already slaughtered them.

 22    I'm pretty sure that people would have went to the ocean

 23    and got as much as sea life as they could possibly get and

 24    store it to the cellars or freezers or wherever.

 25              And we don't know if there is going to be an oil
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  1    spill out there or not.  Should we go out there and

  2    slaughter the animals, the sea life before the oil does

  3    or -- we don't know.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good comment.  Thank

  5    you, Nathan.

  6                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for

  7    the record.  I heard a lot of good testimonies in just a

  8    short few hours.  And I just want to let everybody know

  9    that I keep hearing we, we, we.  And when I hear that word

 10    we, we are talking about everybody, not just the Arctic.

 11    We are talking about the United States, our nation.  And

 12    just by watching science, biology, the ocean current up

 13    here, it goes around the globe.  So if we have an oil

 14    spill up here, it's not only going to affect us.  It's

 15    going to affect wherever that current is going.

 16              And I believe that, you know, God helps those

 17    who helps themselves.  So help us help you.  Let's work

 18    together.  We are united -- what's that word united means?

 19    We are as one.  So let us be a stepping stone.  We are in

 20    control.  This is our nation.  We work together, and by

 21    saying no to offshore drilling, we are still -- we are in

 22    control.

 23              Just like I mentioned earlier, let's keep

 24    drilling on land.  Let's deplete the oil on land before we

 25    even consider drilling offshore.  You know, just take the

00101

  1    Gulf oil spill, other countries, they are spilling oil in

  2    the ocean as we speak.  And we have a spill out here, we

  3    are going to -- we are going to modify that spill.

  4              So I just want to let who is going to decide to

  5    lease that sale, I want to let them people know that, you

  6    know, it's not only going to affect the people of the

  7    Arctic; it's going to affect them, too.

  8              And I encourage to be against offshore drilling,

  9    especially up here in the Arctic.  In that way we may

 10    encourage industries to look into conservation.  Conserve.

 11    Quit making our motors eat gas.  Make them smaller.  We

 12    are going the wrong direction.  Just like Willard was

 13    mentioning, we are killing our world by using up our

 14    fossil fuels.

 15              There was another testimony about using natural

 16    energy.  I believe that just by making this decision and

 17    not drilling offshore, we are doing us a favor, the whole

 18    nation, everybody.  And I just want to let whoever is

 19    going to decide to do the lease know that you are going to

 20    affect not only us.  You are going to affect everybody;

 21    the whole nation, the whole world.  And I just want to

 22    see -- I don't want to see offshore drilling.  I don't

 23    want to see that Lease Sale 193 go through.  And I want to

 24    see conservation.  You are doing this nation a favor.  You

 25    are going to help us learn to conserve.
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  1              I mean, take, for example, our Inupiat values:

  2    Conserve, sharing, caring, you know, helping each other.

  3    Just like one testimony, talk to farmers.  Don't shut them

  4    down.  By shutting them down you, are encouraging oil

  5    industries to drill where they want to drill.  Who is in

  6    control, fossil fuel hunters or the farmers?  We are all

  7    farmers here.  Native peoples in the Arctic, we are

  8    farmers.

  9              Just like one fellow mentioned, the ocean is our

 10    garden.  You know, just look at it that way.  So we have

 11    an oil spill, it's going to -- it's going to ruin our

 12    garden and it's going to ruin our nation.  We are -- we

 13    the people, we are in control.  Who is in control?  We

 14    are, not the oil industry.  So please do not drill

 15    offshore.

 16              And I hate to admit I am a former oil company

 17    employee.  And I have seen directional drilling.  Take

 18    that into consideration.  Keep the -- keep the rig on land

 19    and let them direct their drill to the oil, not -- not put

 20    ships in the water.  Take that into consideration.

 21              Thank you.

 22                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Delbert Rexford, for

 23    the record.  I'd like to echo many of the concerns that

 24    have happened.  I'd just like to add that when -- what's

 25    your name, sir?
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Jim Kendall.

  2                    MR. DELBERT REXFORD:  Jim, when you talk

  3    about 35 years of testimony, I had the privilege of being

  4    a translator for many of our Elders that have passed on

  5    over the years.  And one particular Elder was so

  6    frustrated of attending meetings over and over again since

  7    the discovery of oil and gas in Prudhoe Bay.  He said --

  8    he told me to translate this.  (Inupiaq.)  It is time to

  9    kick those regulators and agency people in the butt.  I

 10    couldn't find the heart to translate that.  But he said

 11    translate it.

 12              And this is the frustration of 35 years of

 13    repeating our testimony, of repeating our concerns, of

 14    repeating protecting our way of life.  And when you talk

 15    about cumulative effects, you are not even considering the

 16    fact that the maritime Arctic is starting to begin.

 17    Cruise ships coming through Barrow, through Davis Strait

 18    and the Northwest Passage, and then on the Chukchi side,

 19    estimating 18,000 marine vessels to go through the Russian

 20    side in the name of international trade and cargo

 21    delivery.

 22              All these cumulative effects are not even

 23    included in the Chukchi Sea because of this proposed Lease

 24    Sale 193.  And the amount of sewage or debris that may be

 25    disposed of into the sea.  And as Danny stated, all these
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  1    currents are integrated, whether it's the Atlantic warm

  2    Gulf stream or the Pacific stream, or the Bering Sea, the

  3    Arctic Ocean.

  4              Greenland is proposing to go offshore.  The U.S.

  5    Coast Guard has already identified hundreds and thousands

  6    of vessels over the years that will go through the

  7    Northwest Passage and through the Chukchi Sea, the Bering

  8    Straits in the name of trade and cargo.  Yet, Lease Sale

  9    193 is right on the migration path of the bowhead whale.

 10              I don't know if you receive any of John Citta's

 11    e-mails, but you should -- you should -- I think it's

 12    right smack in the middle of it.  When we had our Barrow

 13    whaling captain's association meeting, right there.  The

 14    Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission opposed the offshore

 15    development of Lease Sale 193 because of that very

 16    concern; not only that, noise pollution.

 17              University of Miami 20 years ago proved that a

 18    marine mammal can hear 100 miles away.  And when -- when

 19    then ARCO put Cabot in into the Nelson Lagoon, we had to

 20    travel 80 miles to catch whales because of just the

 21    generator running.  No exploration activity, no drilling.

 22    Just the generator of the Cabot drill rig in Nelson

 23    Lagoon.  Eighty miles away we catch our whales.  And by

 24    the time we took the whales into Barrow, they were

 25    spoiled.
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  1              Is this what we can look forward to in the

  2    future?  Do we have to travel further to catch whales in

  3    the fall time and tow them in and the meat is no good by

  4    the time we get them to shore?  That's not what we want.

  5    What we want is from our country, from our nation.

  6              From Secretary Salazar what we want is the

  7    assurance that our marine wildlife, the habitat, the

  8    ecosystem, the food chain will be all protected.  Willard

  9    so eloquently spoke about the -- the clam beds and the

 10    mussel beds on the shoal.  Critical habitat.

 11              When then MMS decided to have the NPRA lease

 12    sale -- this is shocking.  When they proposed to have the

 13    NPRA northwest lease, they said that the Kasegluk Lagoon

 14    from Wainwright all the way to Icy Cape was critical

 15    habitat.  Oh, just a minute.  It doesn't stop at Icy Cape.

 16    It goes all the way to Kutchiaq, 100 miles of it.

 17              So how is BOEMRE going to evaluate 100 miles of

 18    lagoon that is considered critical habitat in their

 19    previous lease sales within NPRA?  Are they going to

 20    determine the entire 100 miles of lagoon critical habitat?

 21    That needs to be considered seriously.

 22              A lot of things have been said, but they have

 23    been said from the heart because of the concern for our

 24    garden, our air, land and sea.  Unlike any other

 25    industrial nations, we have clean air to breathe today.
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  1    But you take a look at the cumulative effects in Nuiqsut,

  2    surrounded by oil and gas industry.  The traditional land

  3    use areas haven't been impacted.  Now they go as far close

  4    to Point Hope to harvest wildlife that they were

  5    accustomed to harvesting within close proximity to

  6    Nuiqsut.

  7              Is this what we can look forward to in the event

  8    that Lease Sale 193 does occur?  Marine traffic increases,

  9    marine vessels increases, air traffic in the name of

 10    helicopter or other support, airborne traffic increases.

 11              BHP alone affected the caribou here in Point Lay

 12    when they did a short little study.  That's common

 13    knowledge in the community.  And these are concerns that

 14    we have, not only in this village; up in Barrow, in

 15    Wainwright, and elsewhere.

 16              I do believe that as people, my fellow tribal

 17    members as a tribal council member with the Inupiat

 18    Community of the Arctic Slope, you know, we talk about

 19    airborne pollutants, things that are emitted into the air.

 20    And then when them hot gases hit our Arctic area, it's

 21    cold and then so they drop into the water.  So they become

 22    waterborne pollutants and then drop down to the bottom of

 23    the ocean.  Is this something that our future generations

 24    will have to live with?

 25              I think when you talk about cumulative effects,
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  1    you need to look at what the Coast Guard is saying as they

  2    work with Canada to get a deep port in Canada and they are

  3    looking at Nome or other areas in Alaska for a deep port

  4    so that maritime vessels can even increase right through

  5    the migration, right through our ocean.

  6              These are cumulative effects that need to be

  7    weighed and considered; not just the lease sale itself,

  8    but all of these cumulative effects.  You are talking

  9    about increased emissions, carbon dioxide, carbon

 10    monoxide, other pollutants into the atmosphere.

 11              They have likened the Arctic to a canary in a

 12    mine, and they use the beluga as a canary, sensitive.  And

 13    this is a beluga harvesting community.  It's a whaling

 14    community.  So when Salazar weighs these things, are we

 15    another Amazon?  Are we another Indian tribe in the

 16    statistic in the future?  Are we like our Native American

 17    Indian brothers and sisters whose lands have been

 18    exploited, whose lands have been taken in the name of

 19    resource development?  Is this what we look forward to for

 20    future generations?

 21              Look at the cumulative effects.  We know that

 22    Holland, Princess and all these cruise ships -- I don't

 23    know how many people go into that cruise ship, but I'd

 24    imagine 500.  I don't know.  But that's a lot of waste

 25    that also goes into the waters.  And the United States is
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  1    working with Canada to make sure that those maritime

  2    routes are opened up, and that's going to affect our

  3    subsistence way of life, also.

  4              But I'd like to thank the community of Point

  5    Lay, you know.  I love to visit Point Lay because I get a

  6    chance to go beluga hunting, have some fresh muktuk, visit

  7    with family and friends.

  8              Just like Barrow.  I mean, Barrow is just right

  9    on -- right on the same route that this thing is going to

 10    hit.  It's one current, three currents.  Going north,

 11    going south, as Willard stated, currents underneath.

 12    Because what we do during the whaling season is that we

 13    drop a weight to assure our safety on the ice.  We go 10,

 14    20 fathoms to see which way the current is coming and

 15    going to protect ourself from being taken out to sea.

 16              It's not just the surface current that Robert

 17    alluded to earlier.  It's also the current the undertow

 18    that is there.  And if globs of oil go to that current,

 19    how does the industry propose to collect it and to clean

 20    it up?  We don't -- we don't hear any answers from the

 21    industry.

 22              But my late father worked hard to protect the

 23    bowhead whale and make sure that we continue to harvest

 24    the bowhead whale.  And I think for those of us that are

 25    whalers, we continue to do so because it is our way of

00109

  1    life.  It is our tradition, our cultural heritage.  That

  2    is far richer than any cow or any chicken can be valued.

  3    Yes, the farmers and the mass producers of those products

  4    reap the benefits, but it's not the same.  There is no

  5    spirituality linked with it.

  6              Like when we eat our oogruk or beluga or whale,

  7    when we harvest it, the gratification and the inner

  8    satisfaction that you feel whole as a person.  It's not

  9    the same with hamburger.  It's not the same with chicken.

 10              But thank you for coming.  I always feel at home

 11    in Point Lay, and this is the most beautiful season of the

 12    year.  You are here when something very beautiful happens.

 13    And thank you for coming.  I do hope Salazar listens, that

 14    it doesn't go in one ear and out the other ear in the

 15    interest of national security or national interest.

 16              But we don't want to be another Amazon Indian

 17    tribe, overwritten, discarded and homeless.  We don't want

 18    to be that because this is our home.

 19              Thank you.

 20                    MS. MARJORIE PIKOK LONG:  Hi.  My name is

 21    Marjorie Pikok Long.  I agree with Delbert.  He said like

 22    35 years ago his parents or the Elders were fighting for

 23    something.  That was 35 years ago that this is still going

 24    on.  I was seven years old.  And now it's happening now.

 25    I'm 42, and I have to speak for my kids because he
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  1    spoke -- his parents spoke for him.  I'm against the

  2    proposal that they are doing the offshore drilling.  He's

  3    right.  We can't raise or harvest cows, pigs, you know,

  4    animals like down states can do.  What we get is from the

  5    ocean.  It comes by itself naturally.  It's the nature of

  6    life.  We don't go and find it.  It comes to us.  And we

  7    need that.  It's like the beluga harvest is only once a

  8    year.

  9              And just that once a year it's a joyful thing

 10    because we barter the food that we get from the beluga.

 11    Before we started the whaling, we used to barter our

 12    muktuk for whale meat or whale with Barrow or other

 13    villages that got the whale.  But now that we've got the

 14    quota to get the whale meat, now you guys want to go out

 15    and go offshore drilling.  You guys might as well take

 16    away our hunting for the whale.

 17              And I don't want to see that because my boy,

 18    he's 19.  He's wanting to get an idea of what whaling is

 19    about because it's being passed on not just from our

 20    village, but people from other villages that do whale,

 21    they come and help us to teach our kids and the villagers

 22    how to get a whale.  And I hate to see that gone, too,

 23    because now we just finally get to eat whale and enjoy the

 24    food they provide us.  They provided us with the food and

 25    everything, not just our Elders use it for medicine.  Our
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  1    kids, they get sick, the medicine that we get from the

  2    clinic doesn't help.

  3              The oils, sometimes the mothers rub it on their

  4    kids' chest for their cold, like you get thick gunk,

  5    nuvuk.  I don't know how you -- but nuvuk is something

  6    that's, you know, something that's not good to have when

  7    you are sick.  And the oil that's used to help loosen up

  8    the gunk and they use that to rub on their kids and they

  9    feed them a teaspoon full of that, too.  And that helps

 10    those kids get better because the medicine doesn't work at

 11    the clinic.  And if that's gone it's -- you know, it's

 12    hard to get medicine out here, too.  It's hard to get

 13    anything out here to the Bush area.

 14              It took two weeks just for a loaf of bread to

 15    finally come to Point Lay, and it takes three weeks

 16    sometimes just for hamburger meat to come to Point Lay.

 17    We can't afford a $520 trip from here to Barrow to go from

 18    here to Barrow to go get some groceries on our income

 19    alone.  Sometimes our income alone doesn't make it through

 20    the whole two weeks to buy our groceries.  We have to live

 21    off the food that we have.

 22              So our kids are not just being raised by the

 23    weight of the -- how they are being raised right now with

 24    the White people's way of eating, you know, eating but

 25    they are also being taught with our culture.  So we're
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  1    still trying to adapt to their way and our way.  And it's

  2    not easy to watch your kids grow up in two different

  3    cultures when all -- we watch all our Elders before us

  4    grow up just being people and not to have to worry about

  5    food, not to worry about paying bills, didn't have to

  6    worry about buying gas.  You didn't have to buy a bullet.

  7    But now we have to adapt to this.

  8              You guys have given us all these privileges that

  9    you guys do, like the whaling.  We finally got a quota for

 10    the whaling.  We had to fight for it.  I mean, our Elders

 11    didn't have to do that then.  They went out and got a

 12    whale.

 13              And it's harder for us to see our kids have to

 14    grow up this way.  I know for me it is.  I'm speaking for

 15    my baby in my stomach right now.  I want my baby to grow

 16    up to do what I did, to be able to eat what I'm eating and

 17    not have to, you know, come to these kind of meetings to

 18    be the voice.

 19              You know, it should be stopped.  Just, you know,

 20    stop it.  Somebody has got to stop it for us because we

 21    may be voicing our voices, but somebody out there has the

 22    power to stop it.  And I hope somebody out there steps up

 23    to it, you know.  Listen to us.  This is our way of

 24    living.  Thank you.

 25                    MR. ROBERT LISBOURNE:  Robert Lisbourne,
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  1    for the record.  We say no to offshore drilling.  We will

  2    continue to say no.  So if the government goes out and do

  3    this drilling and happens to do a spill, that's stealing

  4    from us.  What would happen if I stole something from the

  5    government?  I go to jail, right?  We have no authority to

  6    do that to the government.

  7              So this is very serious.  It is our land.  We

  8    will fight for it, and we have been living off of it for

  9    thousands of years.  So I'm just saying if they go out

 10    there and drill and they do happen to have an oil spill,

 11    there goes our food.  That's our land.  No more use for

 12    our land.  It's stealing from us.  So thank you.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anybody back here?  Is

 14    it time for a break, a ten-minute break?  I see a couple

 15    heads shake.  Why don't we take ten minutes, and if people

 16    want to continue to talk we are going to stay.

 17               (A break was taken.)

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I think everybody

 19    is in the room that's sitting down.  And we have gone

 20    around the room twice, and we want to make sure no one

 21    leaves feeling that they didn't have their say.  So

 22    instead of going around the room again, I'm just going to

 23    ask, who wants the microphone.

 24                    MR. WILLARD NEAKOK:  Thank you.  Willard

 25    Neakok, for the record.  I'm not going to speak for the
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  1    lease 193 at this time, but I'm going to speak for another

  2    village, which is the village of Nuiqsut.  I know they are

  3    going to have exploratory drilling on the Arctic Ocean.

  4    And they are surrounded by oil companies on land.  They

  5    have to go 30, 40, 50 miles just to go inland to go hunt

  6    caribou, ducks, geese, you know, sheep.  And now they are

  7    going to drill on their ocean.

  8              They are covered by three sides, east, west, and

  9    south.  And now I feel sorry for Nuiqsut for oil companies

 10    closing their back door to their -- their ocean.  And if

 11    that goes -- if that happens, you know, Nuiqsut is going

 12    to be surrounded completely.  They have to go further out

 13    to go hunt bowhead, seals, you know, whatever else they

 14    might get.

 15              We care for each and every one of our villages.

 16    When we hear somebody hurt, gets hurt in a different

 17    village, you know, we -- we have our sympathy towards

 18    them, their families, their friends.  And now their whole

 19    village is going to be affected by closing their back door

 20    and start having an oil company out there drilling.  And

 21    they are a lot -- you know, the lease sale that's

 22    happening over there is a lot closer than Lease Sale 193.

 23              You might be able to see that oil rig, drill rig

 24    out there, that ship, you know.  I just wanted to, you

 25    know, let Mr. Salazar know that, you know, if they let
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  1    these lease sales happen, the exploratory drilling happen,

  2    they are just closing their back door to the Village of

  3    Nuiqsut.  Because I don't want to have this happen to them

  4    like what's happening now because of Prudhoe Bay, drill

  5    rigs all over the place.  And now you are going to have a

  6    rig out in the ocean.  Now they are going to have to go

  7    further out to go hunt bowheads, even though there might

  8    be stipulations to cease their drilling operation for a

  9    month or so.

 10              You know, that will cost the oil companies money

 11    each and every day when they are not drilling.  But they

 12    got to think of feeding the village for the passion that

 13    we have of living off the ocean.  I hope that -- you know,

 14    if anybody goes to Nuiqsut, I hope this is passed on to

 15    them that another village cares for other people, other

 16    villages here on the Slope.  We are all related somehow,

 17    some way.  I have relatives in Nuiqsut.  I have relatives

 18    in every village here on the Slope, whether by marriage,

 19    whether by family, extended family, by blood, by marriage.

 20              You know, I just feel sorry if that goes

 21    through.  And even over here, too, if lease 193 goes.  You

 22    know, people make decisions in the Lower 48.  Like someone

 23    said, they don't care what happens up here.  We care what

 24    happens down there with all the storms, all the oil

 25    spills, you know.  You know, it affects us, too,
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  1    spiritually, mentally.  I hope it doesn't happen to us,

  2    you know.  I would say that I'd hate to be those people

  3    going through tornadoes, floods, oil spill.

  4              I hope there is a lot of compassion out there to

  5    say I hope that, you know, the lease sale doesn't go

  6    through and it's been approved for oil to be explored,

  7    drilling because, you know, like I said, we care for each

  8    other.  We are supposed to care for each other.  You know,

  9    we send money to different parts of the world, you know,

 10    in case a natural disaster happens or what like happened

 11    in the Gulf of Mexico or at Prince William Sound.  We

 12    don't want it to happen to us.

 13              And when I wrote my article for the newspaper,

 14    you know, I don't want to see what could happen to our

 15    animals, our way of living.  I don't want to see what

 16    happened down there happen to us up here.  You know, we

 17    have a lot of fisheries down there in Bering Sea.  We have

 18    a lot of crabbing.  We have, you know, walrus, marine

 19    mammals that are going to be affected, not only here on

 20    the North Slope, but we have currents that go to Russia,

 21    Greenland, Norway, currents that not only goes through the

 22    Bering Straits, but it's going to affect Russia, Chukotka,

 23    all different countries if an oil spill like what happened

 24    in the Gulf of Mexico.

 25              But most of all, you know, if the other lease
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  1    sale in the Arctic Ocean happens, you know, the Village of

  2    Nuiqsut is going to be -- you know, you are just shutting

  3    a back door on them.  I don't want to see that happen.

  4    You know, I care for everybody here on this earth.

  5              So I'm grateful that folks came here and get our

  6    testimonies.  And hopefully Mr. Salazar, like I said,

  7    makes the right decision to where we can live our way of

  8    life, our cultural values, our heritage on what we do,

  9    what we hunt and share.

 10              If you look at all these pictures here on the

 11    wall, you know, we have spirituality over here.  We have

 12    togetherness on the other one.  And all these pictures

 13    behind you, you can see the smiles on the children's

 14    faces.  Over here, you know, we have old pictures,

 15    '50s, '40s, pictures of people that were before us that

 16    passed on their knowledge on how to take care of the

 17    ocean.  We have a picture here of us whaling, not only us,

 18    but different other villages along the coast, all up and

 19    down the west coast of Alaska down to King Island.

 20              You know, if we let the oil companies come and

 21    drill and we have an oil spill, it not only affects us, it

 22    affects those people down there, too.  You can see the

 23    happiness in the kids.  If we take that away, if we let

 24    somebody take that away, our heritage, our way of living,

 25    our animals, we won't see those smiles.
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  1              We will be asking ourselves why -- maybe Mr.

  2    Salazar might say, why did I do this, why did I say yes to

  3    exploratory drilling.  Now look what happened.  They have

  4    no animals.  They can't hunt bowhead.  They can't hunt the

  5    beluga.  They can't harvest walrus, seals anymore because

  6    I said yes to exploratory drilling.

  7              Mr. Salazar has a lot of weight on his shoulders

  8    and, I hope he doesn't make it a lot heavier by saying yes

  9    to exploratory drilling.

 10              Thank you.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Willard.

 12    Anybody else?  I have an open mike.  I'm not going to go

 13    around and bother everybody.  Is that you, Nathan?

 14                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  Nathan Henry here

 15    again.  Talking about the oil, maybe scientists should try

 16    and do a little experiment, like putting oil underground

 17    and oil -- putting the oil and see if -- like, freeze it

 18    and see how long will the oil -- see if the oil will keep

 19    it cold and see if, where there is no oil, you know,

 20    compare like -- because I think if you take a million

 21    gallons of oil underground out, it might warm up because

 22    maybe the oil might be keeping the ground cool.

 23              And if you suck it out, maybe it will probably

 24    cause the ground to get warm, and there is a big gap -- I

 25    think I said that one time.  There is a big gap when they
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  1    empty out the ground from the oil.  There is that big gap.

  2    What do they do?  Do they fill it in or leave it empty?

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It fills in.

  4                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  By itself?

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Usually with water or

  6    salt or something.

  7                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  But does that warm that

  8    area up?

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I don't know.

 10                    MR. NATHAN HENRY:  See, we don't know,

 11    either.  And it would just be good if, like, scientists go

 12    and check it out see if the oil is keeping the ground cool

 13    or the earth cool.  I don't know.  I just thought maybe

 14    I'd say that.  Good evening.  Quyanaqpak.  Thank you.

 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I will learn some of the

 16    words.  Anyone else?  I still have the mike here.  It's in

 17    my hand.  It's still on.  The battery still works.

 18                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for

 19    the record.  Prime example is back in the early and

 20    mid '40s, we had the government stage with radar sites all

 21    up and down the coast of Alaska and who knows where else.

 22    And modern technology, state-of-the-art technology, got

 23    rid of those radars, and it cost the government more money

 24    to clean up those sites, clean up those radar sites.  All

 25    the mess those radar sites caused.  And just like deja vu.
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  1    You want to drill in the ocean, in the Arctic Ocean for

  2    oil, and we have a big spill, it's going to cost so much

  3    just to clean up a fraction of that oil.  So I hope

  4    Mr. Salazar takes that into consideration.

  5              Just like Willard was saying he's got lots, lots

  6    on his shoulders.  And if that sale passes, it's going to

  7    get worse.  So I just hope and pray that he -- he makes

  8    the right decision.  And again, I'd like to see the oil

  9    industry deplete the oil onshore before we even consider

 10    drilling offshore, especially in the Arctic.  Thank you.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Anyone

 12    else?  Going once.  You found someone?  Going once?

 13                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  Danny Pikok, for

 14    the record.  Just to make one quick comment.  I know oil

 15    means money, more funding, and that's great.  Just

 16    drill -- drill in the right place, not in the ocean.  No

 17    offshore, you know.  More oil, more money.  Let's -- less

 18    oil, more [indiscernible].  So we need to learn to go back

 19    to the old ways.  And if we keep going in the direction we

 20    are now, we are going to lose our old ways, and we are

 21    just messing up our nation by relying on fossil fuels.

 22    Let's go to natural energy.

 23              Thank you.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Okay.

 25    Anyone else?
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  1                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Good evening.  Lloyd

  2    Pikok.  And you know, there is -- everybody is relying on

  3    oil, you know, throughout the whole world, and there is a

  4    population bigger than Point Lay and there is a population

  5    bigger than the North Slope, and their demand for oil is

  6    bigger than us wanting to stop it.  And I believe it's not

  7    if; it's going to be when they are going to start

  8    drilling.

  9              And what do you guys have planned for our

 10    communities to benefit off of this?  You know, if -- the

 11    way I feel it, you know, everybody has got so far to the

 12    point where we have to rely on oil unless we can find a

 13    renewable resource to live off of.  And I feel like, you

 14    know, you guys should have something in position for us,

 15    you know, like the students and the people that are

 16    learning here to give us something to learn so that we can

 17    do it, because we know the environment more than --

 18              You know, everybody has lived off the

 19    environment for so long, and I feel that if you guys learn

 20    and teach the proper techniques and the proper -- give

 21    everybody the proper training, that might end in a safer,

 22    you know, conclusion than just coming into our backyard

 23    and start drilling.  You guys should learn to train us and

 24    give us the opportunity to learn it than just say we are

 25    going to do it and send people from up there.  And find a
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  1    way for the community to benefit off of what you guys are

  2    going to do, even if it's not going to; you know, just

  3    give them that proposal of, you know --

  4              Because there are students and people around

  5    here that want to learn to help and keep it safe because

  6    they know the way their environment is and they know

  7    exactly how it works.  And I just want to know how you

  8    guys are going to make the communities that you are going

  9    to start drilling in -- if or when, how you are going to

 10    make them benefit off of it, you know, because once this

 11    oil is gone and if we are going to deplete, we are just

 12    going to be here with, you know, nothing because you are

 13    going to take our land.

 14              And the oil, if it were to come up and it were

 15    to mess up our environment, how are we going to be able to

 16    stop it?  That's all I got to say.  Thanks.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And that's why we keep

 18    going until everyone has a chance to speak.  Well said.

 19    Thank you.  Anyone else?  Anyone wants to speak again?

 20    Anyone that didn't speak wants to speak?  Good comments.

 21                    MR. DANNY PIKOK, JR.:  This just comes to

 22    my mind.  I have been thinking about it for a while, you

 23    know.  The more oil we have, the price of oil goes down.

 24    And the less oil we have, the price of oil will go up.

 25    And that could help this nation to, you know, start
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  1    conserving, conserve our oil, you know.  I mean, if I'm

  2    going to buy a gallon of gas and it costs me $12, I'm

  3    going to be real careful how I use that gas.

  4              Just take into consideration, Mr. Salazar.  More

  5    oil, the price of oil goes down or stay the same.  Less

  6    oil, price goes up.  The more we conserve -- the more we

  7    help ourselves, the more we can help the planet.

  8              Thank you.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  It's Lloyd,

 10    right?

 11                    MR. LLOYD PIKOK:  Lloyd Pikok again.  And

 12    he's talking about conserving our oil, and I think it

 13    would be better to make -- you know, invest in ways that

 14    can conserve our oil, you know, to make your dollar go a

 15    little bit further, you know.  Kind of invest in ways that

 16    we use oil a whole lot less than when we did before for

 17    those Toyo stoves and anything.

 18              You build a better environment for the oil to

 19    keep going and we will have more oil.  We will have more

 20    sustainable oil because we know how to use it more

 21    efficiently.  And I feel like if you guys are going to

 22    come in and drill, you might as well find a way to use

 23    this oil a whole lot more sustainable than just, you know,

 24    burning up half of what you are going to get because I

 25    know that when you burn one gallon of oil, you produce 34
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  1    pounds of carbon monoxide.  And that's -- you know, I was

  2    taught that in class, and it's hard to forget.

  3              And I mean, these houses run at like -- I don't

  4    even know how much, but it burns so much oil and that's

  5    what's causing us to, you know, look for more is because

  6    we are burning more of it.  What if we learn to conserve

  7    it in a way, you know, into our building, into our

  8    lifestyle and we learn to make it so that we run off of

  9    that extra dollar.  You know, we run off that one gallon

 10    of oil and we make it last as long as five, ten gallons.

 11              And it would be nice to see if you guys invested

 12    in that so that, you know, we can take the opportunity to

 13    think about, you know, letting this happen.  And we would

 14    be -- we would feel more, you know, safe.  That would

 15    cause the thought of drilling oil a whole lot more.  We

 16    wouldn't need to drill so much oil if we knew how to use

 17    it if we knew the efficiency of how to produce it and then

 18    how to use it because the way we are doing it, we are just

 19    burning it all up and we are not finding a way to confine

 20    it and conserve it.

 21              And that's all I had to say.  Thanks.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lloyd.  Well

 23    said.  Anyone else?

 24                    MR. LEO FERREIRA, III:  Leo Ferreira, III,

 25    for the record.  I guess I have a small, little comment.
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  1    Just a crazy idea that I just thought of since I have been

  2    hearing lots of talk about our culture and our -- where we

  3    hunt at and what we hunt because I already know -- I

  4    already have a feeling that the federal government, they

  5    will take our comments and use it to make stipulations and

  6    regulations for the gas and oil industry.

  7              And I just had a crazy idea that since they are

  8    going to go do it and go do exploration for oil, and if

  9    they do find oil -- and they probably might, but we don't

 10    know how much yet -- is that when they do get to that

 11    point to start processing and shipping our oil, that the

 12    federal government should take into consideration because

 13    every village is unique in their own way.  Kotzebue

 14    depends on fish.  It's their yearly supply for

 15    subsistence.  Point Hope, theirs is bowhead whale.  And

 16    Point Lay is unique to the beluga.  And Wainwright could

 17    be bowhead and walrus and so forth.  So every village

 18    lives a little bit different cultural lifestyle.  But we

 19    all depend on the same animals.

 20              So if we get to past the exploration and get to

 21    development, I think the federal government should let the

 22    outlying communities regulate and mandate their own

 23    wildlife in their areas with the stipulations that we are

 24    trying to set forth so that we can harvest our -- harvest

 25    our sea animals from the ocean and from the land, that
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  1    these stipulations should be in place to help us protect

  2    our culture.

  3              And I hope they -- it's a good idea, a very good

  4    idea, I think, that we should get to regulate our own

  5    seasonal hunting and stop being able to stop a ship so we

  6    can harvest our bowhead whales or stop the ships for a

  7    while so we can harvest our beluga.  I think these other

  8    villages might want to do other things like they might

  9    want a time frame to stop the activity so they can harvest

 10    their whale when the whales are passing by on their

 11    migration route.

 12              That was just an idea.  Thank you.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Leo.  With

 14    those words, do we want to take a vote and have Leo's

 15    comment be the last comments?  Going once.  Going twice.

 16    You want to get the last comment?

 17              Good night.  Going three times.  Thank you very,

 18    very much for hanging in there.  We had a good meeting.

 19    Good comments.  And we will be back to share.  Thank you

 20    very, very much.  Have a good night.

 21               (Proceedings adjourned at 11:30 p.m.)

 22

 23

 24

 25
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