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United States Department of the Interior

MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE
Washington, DC 20240

K«n 2 5 $02

Memorandum

To:

From:

Subject:

Director

Thomas A. Readinger li^l^aM IMu«aT~
' ssociate Director for Offshore Minerals Management^

Decisions on Area Identification for Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Lease
Sale 191 and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Sales 191 and 199,
Cook Inlet, Alaska

We request your decisions on Area ID which will select the area to be analyzed for Cook Inlet oil
and gas Lease Sale 191 (2004) as included in theproposed 5-Year Oil and Gas Leasing Program
for2002-2007. The EIS will analyze this sale, as well as the effects of the subsequent proposed
sale - Sale 199 (2006); however, the Area ID and other decisions regarding Sale 199 are
reserved for that individual sale decision process.

A Call for Information and Nominations was published in the Federal Register on December 31.
2001. A Notice of Intent to Prepare an EIS was published with the Call and scoping meetings
for the draft EIS have been held, 'fhe attached memorandum and Scoping Report (Attachments
1 and 2, respectively), from the Regional Director, Alaska Region, provide information on
consultations conducted to date for the prelease process and development of the multiple sale
EIS. This material identifies the major issues raised by participants and options for addressing
their concerns, as well as the Regional Director's recommendations for the Area ID for Sale 191.

I recommend that you:

Proceed witli the Area ID for Sale 191 and identify the proposal to include all available
unlcased blocks in the program area as included in the Proposed 5-Year Program for
2002-2007.

Adopt Alternatives I and II to be analyzed in the EIS, as they are described in the Scoping
Report, and shown on the map included as Attachment 3.

include for analysis in the EIS the following five standard stipulations as mitigating
measures. These stipulations were included in the Sale 149, Cook Inlet Final Notice of Sale
(1998), but adjustments may be in the wording pending our LIS review.

1. Protection of Fisheries

2. Protection of Biological Resources
3. Orientation Program
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