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United States Department of the Interior

MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE

Alaska Outer Continental Shelf Region

949 East 36th Avenue, Suite 300

Anchorage, Alaska 99508-4363
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03 September 2003
Attn: Dr. Bob Olson

Baseline DGSI

8701 New Trails Drive

The Woodlands, TX

77381-4241

Tel: 281-681-2200

Re: Extraction and Biomarker/Isotope Analyses, North Aleutian Basin COST 1 Well

Dear Bob,

I have separately forwarded via FEDEX two samples from the captioned well for extraction and biomarker and isotope analysis.  A detailed list of the desired analyses, as per previous e-mail dialog between us, is attached.  A copy of this letter will also accompany the samples.  
Sample MMSAK2003-1 is a composite of 47 conventional core samples from cores 18 and 19 and representing the intervals 16,006.0 to 16,029.0 feet and 16,701.2 to 16,720.0 feet (bkb).  The composite sample weighs 1 lb 14 oz.  The only possible contaminant noted was some clear, amber-colored epoxy or plastic that coated the core slabs, I presume that the coating was applied to help keep core slabs together during handling.  We tried to keep this material out of our composite, but some may have crept in anyway.  Some of these core materials were extracted in previous studies and gas chromatograms of C15+  saturate fraction hydrocarbons were obtained by Robertson Research.  Copies of these analyses are attached for your information.
Sample MMSAK2003-2 is a composite of cuttings from 109 well cuttings samples representing 10-foot intervals from 15,700 to 16,800 feet (bkb), capturing a zone associated with high (>80%) wetness ratios ([C2+C3+C4]/[C1+C2+C3+C4]) in headspace gas from canned cuttings samples.  A copy of the headspace wetness ratios is attached.  The composite sample weighs 3 lbs.  These cuttings were delivered here as unwashed “wet” cuts that were subsequently dried at room temperatures by simply leaving the bags open.  Regarding contaminants, in section 2.2 of their geochemical report for this well, EXLOG notes that:
“Inorganic contaminants encountered in this well consisted of cement, iron filings, aluminum filings, and mica.  Organic contaminants included lubra beads, rubber, paint, wood, pipe dope, rope fibers, and walnut shells.  These contaminants generally were easily removed and therefore did not hinder geochemical analysis.”
These are public samples archived by the State of Alaska and they have granted us permission to carry out these destructive analyses contingent upon returning any unused and residual materials and submission of a copy of the data.  Therefore, I ask that you please return any unused and/or residual materials to me at the address given at the letterhead.  Unused materials might be useful for future extractions and comparative studies by other parties.
The MMS contact for financial matters related to this work is Dr. Pulak Ray, Chief Geologist, Minerals Management Service, Resource Evaluation, 381 Elden Street, Herndon, VA, 20170-4842, (Ph: 703-787-1511; e-mail pulak.ray@mms.gov).  Other questions should be referred to me at kirk.sherwood@mms.gov or by phone at 907-271-6085.
Thanks!

Kirk W. Sherwood
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