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Enclosed, pleasind comments to the BOEMRE Maryland RBigcket No. BOEM20100038

from Maryland State agencies. Attached are consolidated comments from the Maryland Energy
Administration and the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, as well as comments from
the Mayland Port Administration.

Please note that these comments replacedter version inadvertentgent by the Maryland
Port Administration.
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Commercial Leasing for Wind Power on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Offshore
Maryland i Request for Interest (RFI)

MEA AND DNR Response to BOEMRE RFI in Commercial Wind Energy Leasing Offshore
Maryland, and Invitatio for Comments from Interested and Affected Parties.

The Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) and Maryland Department of Natural Resources
appreciate the opportunity to respond to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation
and Enforcement (BOEMRBEequest for Interest in Commercial Wind Energy Leasing

Offshore Maryland, and Invitation for Comments from Interested and Affected Parties (RFI).
Development of offshore wind energy offers tremendous benefits to Maryland, including
economic developmenmind job creation, reductions in greenhouse gases and criteria pollutants
related to our electricity supply, increased price stability, easing of constrained transmission in
coastal areas, improvements in public health and progress toward meeting orerstasble

energy goals.

Secretary Salazarbdés ASmart from the Starto in
permitting and leasing process for offshore wind energy, demonstrating the Department of the
Interior's (DOI) commitment to making pleyment of offshore wind a priority. We will

continue to support these types of critical improvements moving forward through the Maryland
BOEMRE State/Federal Offshore Wind Task Force as well as the Atlantic Offshore Wind

Energy Consortium.

In2010,®vernor O6Malley joined with Del aware Gov
Obama administration and federal agencies to secure federal support for regional offshore wind
development in the form of long term power procurement. At the State level, twauecio

explore ways to create long term demand for offshore wind power. We urge BOEMRE to

engage with offshore wind developers in federal leasing in a way that is supportive of

competitive procurement processes and that works to reduce costs of offsttbpower.



Marylandlooks forward toour continued collaboration with BOEMRE and other partners to
address known research and data gaps and implement practices to ensure the protection of our
natural resources and the safety of the boating, fishinglapging communitied/Ne anticipate

that, in addition to indications of interest from offshore wind energy developers, federal agencies
and other important stakeholders will offer comments to this RFI that will provide valuable data
and guidance for our mae spatial planning and offshore wind deployment efforts.

As BOEMRE reviews responses to this RFI, we look forward to providing consultation through
the Maryland BOEMRE State/Federal Offshore Wind Task Force, as needed. We appreciate the
diligence ad responsiveness of staff at BOEMRE in conducting this phase of leasing and look
forward to continued coordination of offshore wind energy development in thétéidtic.

If you have questions or concerns regarding these technical comments, pleaseviiéatac
Clean Energy Program Manager Andrew Gohagathn@energy.state.md @sDNR Senior
Coastal & Ocean Policy Advis@wynne Schultz agschultz@dnr.state.md.us
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Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
Regulation and Enforcement
Office of Offshore Alternative Energy Programs

. 381 Elden Street

Mail Stop 4090
Herndon, Virginia 20170

Dear Sir or Madam:

The following comments are provided in response to Docket No. BOEM-2010-0038,
Commercial Leasing for Wind Power on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Offshore
Maryland Request for Interest (RFI), 75 FR 216.

The Maryland Port Administration (MPA) is an agency of the Maryland Department of
Transportation (MDOT). The mission of the MPA is to “stimulate the flow of waterborne
commerce through the State of Maryland in a manner that provides economic benefit to
the citizens of the State.” As such, the MPA develops and leases cargo facilities,
provides for the dredging of the channels leading to and from the port and promotes the
port nationally and internationally. The port is a major economic engine for the State of
Maryland impacting over 50,000 jobs, 16,700 of which are direct jobs, in the State of
Maryland and an annual economic benefit of $5.6 billion.

The MPA owns seven marine terminals handling a variety of cargoes including
containers, automobiles, roll-on/roll-off, forest products break-bulk and bulk cargoes.
The Port of Baltimore plays a prominent roll in the commerce of the United States and
the Mid-Atlantic region ranking number one in the nation for roll-on/roll-off agricultural
and construction equipment and for imports of sugar, forest products and gypsum. In
addition Baltimore ranks among the top three ports in the nation for imports of iron ore
and aluminum, exports of coal and imports and exports of automobiles. As such, the
_efficient and safe movement of ocean going vessels in and out of the Port of Baltimore
is crucial to the economy of Mid-Atlantic region as well as that of the United States.
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