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MR. BENNETT: Good afternoon, everyone.

Sorry for the delay, but we wanted to
make sure that everybody is registered.

| want to wel come you to this public
hearing on the Programmati c Environnent al
| npact Statenent that we've prepared
regardi ng geol ogi cal and geophysi cal
activities in the Md and South Atlantic.

My nane is JimBennett. |'mchief of
the Division of Environnental Assessnent at
t he Bureau Headquarters of Ocean Energy
Managenent .

But safety first, | want to take a
mnute to rem nd everyone that the exits to
this roomin the event of an energency is
that door there and there are stairs at the
exit.

Again, we are with the Bureau of Ccean
Energy Managenent. W are a bureau within
the United States Departnent of the
Interior, and we are here to take your
coments on the draft progranmatic i npact
st at enent .

However, we do have a nunber of people

here, subject matter experts. So, in
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addition to hearing your concerns, if you
have questions or issues that you want to
di scuss specifically wth sone of our
experts, we will be happy to do that after
the comrent session. Those experts include
Jil'l Lewandowski, who's a marine biol ogi st
with the headquarters office, Brian Jordan,
who's an archeol ogi st also with our
headquarters office, Tamara Hark is al so
here from our headquarters office, and Caren
Madsen is our public affairs individual. |
don't know if anyone fromthe bureau has had
the pleasure to touch base with her. But if
you tell her you're here, we'd appreciate
it.

We al so have sone people from CSA
I nternational, who's our consulting firm
that's done a |l ot of work on the outer
continental shelf, and Kim d son, who's the
deputy project nmanager, and Robi n Sheri dan,
who's outside at the table, | believe.

Ckay.

Bef ore we get to taking your comments,
we want to give you a very brief

presentation and gi ve you an overvi ew of
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what the environnental inpact statenment is
and what it says.

And with that, I'"'mgoing to turn it
over to Jill Lewandowski .

M5. LEWANDOWEKI :  Good afternoon,
ever ybody.

Thank you for com ng to share your
t houghts and opinions with us. [It's
definitely greatly appreciated.

| wanted to start by giving a little
background about the National Environnental
Policy Act process and the purpose of this
speci fic docunent.

Eventual |y, when we create this
docunent we have an action that's being
proposed to us, and what we'll do is we wll
work with all the subject nmatter experts we
have wi thin our organi zati on, and we al so
work with the experts that are in CSA
International. And we, essentially, take
the action that's in front of us with all
the different subject matter experts
anywhere from fol ks who are fish biol ogists,
forensic biologists, to archeol ogists, and

nmet eor ol ogi sts, fol ks who have degrees in
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econom ¢ issues, all those sorts of things,
and we assess in our resource area what we
thi nk the potential inpact froman action
can be, and then we also identify the sorts
of mtigations.

And then what we do is we present that
analysis two nonths |ater that we put
together as a draft EIS, and for the case of
this docunent, that was published on March
30th, and at that tine we opened a 60 day
publ ic comment peri od.

So, the next part of the process is the
part we are in right now where we ask the
public and all the stakeholders to take a
| ook at the docunent and |let us know what
you think. Have we m ssed anything? |Is
there information that we did not include
that you think we should? All those sorts
of things, and then throughout this conment
period, whether it's fromthe public neeting
or fromwitten comments that are submtted,
at the end of that, which is May 30th, we
wi Il then go through every single conment
and we will determ ne fromthere what sorts

of informati on have been raised that we
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t hi nk we need to go back and take a | ook at,
and we wll do that.

And then we'll also determ ne does that
make a change to the docunent? |s there
sonet hing that needs to be done?

And then when we issue a final EIS we

will, actually, include all those coments
in the EIS, the final EIS, and we'll include
our response to themso that you'll be able

to see when one issue is raised what our
response to the data is and if we nade a
change to the docunent because of that.

And, again, that cones at the final EIS
st age.

That EIS then is used by our director
al ong with a nunber of other environnental
conput ati ons and ot her sorts of
considerations so that the director wl|
t hen make a deci si on on whether or not we
will nove forward on this action, and if so,
whi ch alternative would be the best and nost
appropriate path forward.

And 1'Il get a little bit into the tine
| i ne when we nove further al ong.

But this specific programmtic EIS is
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for geol ogi cal and geophysical surveys in
the Md and South Atlantic, and | wll show
you a map that will show you exactly what
areas we are tal king about.

And we're, actually, in the public
nmeeting process. This is our last one. You
can see up there on the screen that we have
been to a nunber of cities. W tried to get
to whichever states potentially could be
effected by this action as well as also here
I n New Jersey since you do border Del aware.

And you will see on the map, |'m goi ng
to show you the sort of area of interest
where the line goes at the Del anare New
Jersey border.

Now, EIS, as | nentioned, gave us an
opportunity to |l ook at the different actions
that were put forth in front of us, |ook at
the mtigation neasures, determ ne what we
think the inpact to all the different
resource areas can be and, inportantly,
again, provide that in a witten format for
publ ic consunption so that you can see our
| ine of reasoning, our thinking, and respond

to that.
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Ri ght now we have since over the | ast
few years we have about el even different
applications for seismc testing related to
oil and gas surveying. Up on the screen
here it gives you an idea of the areas that
have shown interest. And if it's darker, it
means that there is perhaps a bit of heavier
| evel of interest in surveying offshore. |If
it's lighter, it really neans it could be a
bit |ess.

So, we're going to give you an idea of
the areas that we have already received
I nterest. Those el even applications plus
ot her potential applications that nmay cone
I n are consi dered part of our proposed
action, and this is what this next line will
tal k about, as well as surveying that's
related to the devel opnent for siting of
renewabl e energy of infrastructure offshore
as well as the surveying that are related to
the sand and gravel program

And that programis, basically, where
we may issue a | ease offshore for soneone to
access sand fromthe ocean bottom but then

it's used in beach renouri shnent.
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The el enents when we're tal king about
the different types of surveying that goes
on is the sane general principle behind the
surveying no matter what the reason is for.
But, certainly, sone surveying such as
| ooki ng for hydrocarbon resources are going
to be at a nuch | arger geographic scale wth
sound sources that perhaps could be nore
I ntense than or larger than you would
actually find for a small scal e survey that
m ght be just |ooking at a sand shelf for
beach renouri shnent.

But on the screen here you can see that
there are, let nme get ny pointer out, there
are a nunber of -- there's, actually, four
pl anni ng areas that we use on the Atlantic.
There's the North Atlantic, the md, the
south, and there's also the strai ghts of
Florida. The area of interest and what
we're just looking at right nowis just the
Md and South Atlantic planning area.

| nmentioned that the proposed action is
on geol ogi cal and geophysical activities.
Geophysi cal activities are, essentially, a

way to use various nethods and sound sources
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to, essentially, get a picture of sorts
bel ow t he substraight. You know, perhaps

I mredi ately below if you are |ooking to

pl ace infrastructure such as a wwnd farm
You don't want to put it on top of a

shi pweck. You don't want to put it on top
of a potential gas pocket. O it can go
further down if you're |ooking for things
that are further down into the ocean.

And t he geol ogi cal aspects are going to
be sonme, actually, pulling up sonme core
sanples fromthe ocean floor, things that
actually would touch the bottom And the
geophysical is nore the noise that is used
to i mage the bottom

We divide analysis into routine
operations and then accidental events.
Routi ne operations you can see listed up
here on the screen. Those are the things
that we anticipate woul d happen. W go
t hrough each of those in the analysis for
all the different resource areas and we
determ ne what we think the potential range
of inpact could be based on all of those

routine operations.
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And then we al so do consi der accident al
events. So, in the case of this proposed
action we're really just tal king about nore
like fuel spills froma vessel would be what
we woul d anal yze and what we have anal yzed.

| nmentioned that we go through |ots of
resource areas. So, this is not a conplete
list by any neans, but it just gives you a
general idea, and we do have the expertise
fol ks that have degrees that have been
| ooking at those issues that are very
know edgeabl e about each of these resource
ar eas.

And then, of course, we work with CSA
International. They also bring their
experti se.

There are three alternatives in the
ElIS, and |'mgoing to go through each one of
themand then | wll show you a really
sinple table that does sort of show them all
toget her so you can get a feel for what the
conparison is between all three.

Briefly, Alternative A, basically,
woul d nove forward with the proposed action

wWith certain mtigation neasures in place,
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and the first of those is going to be sone
closure areas for the North Atlantic right
whale. W do feel, as nost of you know,
that the right whale is one of the nost
endangered marine manmmal popul ations in the
worl d. There have been established areas
al ready by the National Marine Fishery
Service where they identify those are higher
use areas for right whales.

So, those are areas that in Alternative
A we woul d have tine area closures neaning
certain tines of the year when the whal es
are there we would not nove forward wth any
surveys using air guns, but | do want to
make sure you understand the distinction
there of air guns. |[If you |Iook through our
analysis, it's sort of the sound source that
we feel is nost likely to have an effect on
t hese whales. There are other types of
sound sources that can be used on these
surveys that we don't feel rise to that sane
| evel .

So, when we are tal king about tine area
cl osures, we're tal king about for any

surveys that are wanting to use air guns.

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on 04/27/2012

1 If it is another sound source, we would
2 still consider those areas on a case by case
3 basi s.
4 Also, in Alternative A, we woul d have a
5 nunber of practices that we have in other
6 areas such as the Gulf of Mexico and in the
7 Artic that we would al so require here.
8 There's a suite of mtigation neasures for
9 all seismc surveys that we do require.
10 And, briefly, and that is nore detailed in
11 t he docunent, but that would include
12 sonet hing along the |lines of we would have
13 vi sual observers on the vessels and those
14  observers woul d establish a certain distance
15 fromthe vessel where we think the noise
16 | evel could potentially be disturbing to
17 marine manmal s or to sea turtles. And if
18 the mari ne manmal or sea turtle enters that
19 zone, those observers would call for a shut
20 down of the operation.
21 Al so, before operations start up those
22 observers spend about 30-to0-45 m nutes
23 clearing the zone nmaking sure that any
24 mari ne manmal s or sea turtles that m ght be
25 in the area, we will have noticed them

Huseby, Inc. www.huseby.com
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because they woul d have surfaced at | east
once during that tinme period. And then that
can del ay that because that zone has to be
cleared for that anount of tine before
survey operations can start.

So, that's just sone exanples of the
sorts of things that we have in those
mtigation neasures.

We al so have neasures for vessel strike
avoi dance such as sl owi ng your speed. Sone
of these vessels are noving sl ow when
they're operating, but slowing their speed
when a whale is nearby, and also marine
trash debris awareness where we nake sure
that things that are out there with the
vessels don't end up in the water.

Alternative B takes all the things
that's in Alternative A and then builds on
it a bit further. One of the things that it
does is we extend that tinme area cl osure,
and |'mgoing to show you a map of each of
these closures fromAlternative Ato
Alternative B in a nonent, but we span that
all along the coast to provide sone

additional areas for the mgratory corridor
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for the north atlantic right whale.

We al so have a closure area in there
during a specific tine of year for sea
turtles off of central Florida beause that's
a nesting area. And then we al so have a
condition in there about separation between
vessel s that may be out there operating at
the sane tine. And the idea is to expand
t he di stance between the vessels, you all ow
nore of a corridor for the animals to nove
I n between them

And, also, Alternative B does require
passi ve acoustic nonitoring and that,
essentially, is listening for the ani mals.
| mentioned in Alternative A as well as B,
they'll have visual observers out there
| ooki ng, but passive acuostic nonitoring
woul d be in addition and we woul d be | ooki ng
and listening at the sane tine. And there's
a | ot of technol ogy out there and these
animal s, many of them are very vocal and
you can hear them and you can even detect a
noi se and triangul ate to determ ne about the
approxi mate di stance to the vessel.

And, so, the shut down requirenents
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woul d al so, they nay be able to shut down,
basically, just from hearing an ani nal, not
just necessarily seeing an ani nal.

Alternative C would, basically, be no
action for any oil and gas that cones as
It's related to any surveys that cone in,
and what it would be though is status quo
for renoval of marine mnerals.

So, | nmentioned at the very beginning
that we do -- that there are the sanme kinds
of surveys, but when you're tal king about
renewabl es or you're tal king about sand and
gravel, they tend to be a nuch smaller
geographi c area and the sound sources used
tend not to be air guns, although, that
coul d possibly be the case.

So, we have on a case by case basis
since we started this analysis considered
t hose as actions and we will continue to
consider themon a case by case basis under
Al ternative B.

So, Alternative A, | nentioned the tine
area closures. You can see them up here on
the screen. If you |look further down here,

this is the right whale critical habitat and
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these are the areas that NVFS has al ready
identified for seasonal closures. This is
about a twenty nautical mle distance off of
the shore lines, and here you can see the
dates where they would be in effect.

So, again, this is part of Alternative

A

Alternative B, you will see the sane
areas here. It's alittle bit harder to see
t hough. I n between there's this sort of

sl ash marked area. So, essentially, we
extended the closure area all along the area
of interest that we're | ooking at. And,
again, it was the twenty nautical mles from
the shore. And we've al so added for sea
turtles off of Brevard County, Florida, a
tinme area closure there. And, again, these
closures are for seismc testing that's
usi ng air guns.

And that's just a closer up photograph
or image of where the sea turtle nesting
area cl osure woul d be.

So, conparing all three alternatives,
the tinme area closure for right whales, we

woul d have the basic ones in there that the

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on 04/27/2012

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N P

N DD N N NMDMDDN P P P PP PR PR
o A W N P O © 0N O O A WO N —» O

Nat i onal Marine Fishery Service has
prescribed for other activities in
Alternative A

Alternative B, we would expand that to
extend t hrough the whol e action area.

Seism c survey protocols, those would
be the sane in Alternative A and Alternative
B, and those protocols are tal ked about
within the draft EI'S. You can get a chance
to see themin detail.

Passi ve acuoustic nonitoring would be
optional for A In a case where industry
m ght want to use that is if they want to
start out at night where they can't see the
exclusion zone. And | nentioned before, you
have to be able to visually clear that
bef ore you can start an operation.

So, that would be optional in A but in
Alternative B it would be required.

The separation di stance would not be in
A, but it would be in B.

And then the different protocols, and
that's the stri ke avoi dance and the marine
debri s awareness woul d be the sanme across

Alternative A and Alternative B.
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This is just a very, very top |evel
| ook at the conclusions we cane to at this
point fromlooking at all of the
i nformation, and this is all in the draft
El S, and our anal yses for how we cane to
these conclusions is detailed quite
t horoughly in there.

But you can see here that sea turtles
and mari ne mammal s are the ones that get up
to, potentially, a noderate |evel of inpact,
and we define what we nean by noderate
within the draft EIS. And this is not
surprising because these activities, for the
nost part, do produce noise that does fal
Wi thin the hearing range of many mari ne
manmal s certainly.

So, and that's just an overvi ew of our
concl usions to date.

| would also like to point out that at
this programmatic EIS | evel there are sone
ot her consultations that we do, and these
are listed at the top of the slide. For
exanpl e, the Endangered Species Act, we are
in consultation with the Fish and Wldlife

Service and the National Marine Fishery
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Service, and they will | ook at our actions
and its effect on endangered speci es and any
designated critical habitat in the action
area and they'll let us knowif they feel
that there is jeopardy to any of these
species. And, if not, they'll also let us
know if they think additional mtigation is
required.

We're also in consultation with the
United States National Fisheries
Conservation and Managenent Act, who w ||
al so do a consultation called the essenti al
fish habitat consultation. | didn't include
that in there. But that's, essentially,
where you work with the National Fishery
Service and you look at all the fish areas,
which is generally nost of the action area
that we're | ooking at there. They | ook at
the effect on the fish habitat, comrerci al
fisheries, and advi se whet her additi onal
mtigation is needed.

We do plan if a decision is made to
nove forward and authorize the activities,
this program has docunents with what we cal

tier pronpt. So, if we get another
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application in or a specific application in
and we decide to process it, we would
actually do a project specific need that
woul d kind of fall fromthis analysis.

So, at that |evel we would al so do
addi tional consultation. W would | ook at
the National H storic Preservation Act to
| ook for any potential inpact to culture
resources and sort of spiritual resources
from Native Arericans that mght be in the
area. And we'll also have operators at that
point wll also be required to get a
protection act authorization fromthe
Nati onal Marine Fishery Service.

And, essentially, that's sonething we
would build into any, that doesn't inpact
the issue, but if we would build into any
requi rement that any authorization we issue
that they would have to get that.

Agai n, the comment period ends My
30th. After that we'll spend a lot of tine
| ooking at all of the comments that have
been recei ved deci ding what needs to be done
or changed within the docunent. Cone

Novenber this year, we wll finalize the
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docunent and present it to our director.
And cone Decenber of this year, the current
pl an, where the director would nmake a
decision, a final decision, on what may or
may not happen as a result of this EIS

And then just to rem nd you, we need
comments by May 30th. You can certainly
provi de your comments here today orally, or
you can hand us a witten comment. There's
an address on here, a mailing address, and
an E-mai|l where you can submt them before
May 30t h.

And | would also |ike to point out that
we have a website for this project, and
that's listed on there. 1t should also be
in the materials that you picked up at the
front desk. And that website does show you
the different applications for oil and gas
t hat we have received. So, you can actually
pull themup and ook at them It has maps
in there. It has this docunent, of course,
on it.

There's a ot of fact sheets on there
that tal k about the geol ogi cal and

geophysi cal activities and what their
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purposes are in the process. It tal ks about
the different consultations that we will go
under .

So, there's a lot nore information
there that's perhaps a little bit easier to
consune than a very | arge docunent.

So, wwth that, | think we're done and
"Il turn it back to Jim

MR. BENNETT: Thank you, Jill.

Again, we are here to get comrents from
you, and we are about to begin the comrent
session that specifically address the
contents of the draft EIS and how it coul d
be i nproved are what is nost useful to this
process at this point in tine.

| do have a list, and we have a nunber
of speakers. So, it is going to take a
little while, but we do ask that you limt
your comments to about three m nutes per
speaker in the interest of nmaking sure that
everybody has an opportunity to speak.

When you cone up to the mc, please
state your nane after you're called up and
pl ease address your comments to the panel.

| would ask that we refrain from shout
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outs and appl ause so as not to disrupt the
speaker.

Wth that, we'll get started. W do
have two officials here, who are first up,
and the first one is Frank Snoltz fromthe
O fice of Senator Menedez.

MR, SMOLTZ: (Good afternoon.

| have a letter that Senator Menendez
had asked ne to read to you. | have a
| etter on behalf of Senator Robert Menendez.

| wite in opposition to the draft
Envi ronnmental |npact Statenment to all ow
seismc testing in the Md Atlantic. The
only reason to allow seismc testing is to
| ater allow oil drilling and we do not need
oil spills on the Jersey Shore.

| find it interesting that part of the
supposed justification to allow this testing
is for renewabl e energy. Doing seisnmc
testing to site a wind turbine certainly
seens |ike overkill to me unless the
Departnent of Interior is aware of a w nd
turbine so large that it needs to be
anchored mles under the ocean fl oor.

No, the real interest in seismc
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testing is clearly about allow ng oil
conpanies to try to drill off the east

coast, as close as Del aware waters. Such
drilling would threaten New Jersey's $38
billion tourismindustry, over half of which
I s based in our four coastal counties, and
it will also threaten our robust comrerci al
and recreational fishing industries. Wen
trash washed up on the New Jersey Shore in
the 1980's it cost our tourismindustry $1
billion in revenue, and unlike trash, oil is
difficult to clean up. Over twenty years
after the Exxon Val dez disaster there's
still twenty thousand gallons of oil trapped
I n the beaches of Al aska. W cannot and
will not allow that to happen to the Jersey
Shor e.

O course, seismc testing in and of
itself is problematic. Not only can it have
significant inpacts on mari ne manmmal s, but
It has al so been shown to negatively affect
nearby fisheries. Therefore, we should
oppose seismc testing both to preserve our
coastal econony and ecosystem now as wel |l as

to protect it frompotential oil spills in
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the future.

Thank you for your consideration.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Jani ce Fuller.

M5. FULLER Hi, nmy nane is Janice
Ful | er.

Thank you for having a public hearing.
| amglad that the public has this
opportunity to informand share public
comments on the performance of offshore
drilling.

| amtotally opposed to offshore
drilling off the Atlantic Coast. M
opposition includes any preparatory steps
I ncl udi ng seismc testing of our waters off
the Atlantic Coast.

The tinme and resources that the
Departnent of Interior is allocating for
seismc testing could be better used on
hi gher priorities that will allow us to nove
away fromdirty tools and gain faster,
easi er i ndependence through renewabl e
energy.

We all know how i nportant New Jersey's

beaches are not only for our residents and
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our tourists, but also for our state. CQur
beaches are a trenendous resource so that we
can cone here and enjoy themand they are a
huge economi c engine for our state. They
are a primary framework of our tourism
I ndustry that provides nearly five hundred
t housand jobs and generates $38 billion to
our economy.

Seismic testing is the first step in

the direction of opening for gas and oil

drilling. W are opposed to deep water
drilling like this deep water project. Yet
In the two years since the BP spill, nothing

was recommended by the National Comm ssion
on the Deep Water Horizon oil spill and

of fshore drilling that has been put in

pl ace. There have been no inprovenents in
wor ker's safety regulations that will help
I nsure that another blow out will not cost
el even people's |ives.

We need to increase environental review
and planning that wll enploy val uable
fishing wells and ot her renewabl e
resources. The Departnent of Interior nust

hault this process and reconsider its
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priorities. The process you' re enbarking
upon will have severe consequences on our
ocean environnment and our deep water narine
resources in the short and long-term

Thank you for listening to ny coments
and | hope this council wll fully consider
the public input here today.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

We have sone pre-registered speakers.

The first one is Shawn Di ckson.

MR. DI CKSON: Good norning. M nane is
Shawn Di ckson, and | just wanted to say that
the clapping will not distract ne.

So, go right ahead.

My nane is Shawn D ckson, and | wanted
to start by nentioning two things that were
rai sed in the preanble.

First, | used to be a fish observer. |
wor ked in Al aska and | was sent out by the
governnent as a fisherman to spot whal es,
and sea lions, and seals, and | can tell you
that if it's at all foggy, cloudy, storny,
rainy, w ndy, or otherw se not a sunny day,
you are not able to see anything in the

ocean.
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1 Saying that you're going to go out

2 there and [ ook for turtles and whal es before
3 you start is a very not wise way to go about
4 runni ng an agency.

5 | also wanted to nention that it was

6 di sappointing to hear that the only reason

7 that hearings were going to be held in New
8 Jersey today were because we're next to

9 Del aware. | can tell you that seismc

10 surveys anywhere on the coast are going to
11 be heard in our waters. There should be

12 hearings in New York, Massachusetts,

13 Connecticut, Rhode Island, and everywhere in
14 bet ween.

15 So, let nme get to nmy comrent. | first
16 wanted to nentioned that we will be

17 expandi ng on our conments in nore detail in
18 a witten cormment by the deadline,

19 hopeful |y, but I wanted to get right in by
20 saying that you view this EIS as, quote,
21 provi ding a balanced forumfor early
22 i dentification to avoid (inaudible).
23 Here in this forum | can tell you that
24 directly this inpact statenent does not
25 acconplish that goal. Commercial and
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recreational fisheries will be inpacted.

Di vers and boaters will suffer. The coast al
econony and the coastal tourismof which a

| ot of the communities depend on wll
suffer. There are conflicts that you can
avoid in the EIS, and | can tell you that
you don't.

Moving forward with these seisnmc
surveys can only lead to nore oil drilling.
It is not avoiding conflict. [It's saying
t hat you' ve placed nore wei ght on our oil
future than on our clean coastal future.

On the issue of oil, a |ot of people
have said including the preanble of this
conversation today that this isn't just to
help oil drillers, that it will also help
renewabl e energy, sand m ni ng, m neral
m ni ng, and production as well.

Directly fromthe EIS, it says el even,
It says nine, but now el even permt requests
for these surveys, quote, in support of oil
and gas exploration, and the industry as
wel | as Menbers of the House of
Represent ati ves have expressed interest in

getting oil and gas devel opnent in the
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Atl antic Ccean.

So, therefore, this is about oil
drilling. That result is sinply
unsuccessful. On renewabl es, as the
Senator's statenent nentioned, doesn't offer
awnd facility even though we need an oil
and gas reservoir. No. Do sand m ne
conpani es? No. Those are the things that
you don't need seismc testing for.

The major here is the big oil and the
Bureau of COcean Energy Managenent are hiding
behi nd renewables. This is a programmtic
EIS. | nean, everything in here will be
approved. As you nentioned before, the
expressed interest in oil and gas here, the
wind facilities including four hundred
square mles off of New Jersey have al ready
mapped out, they al ready know where they're
going, in fact, they' ve already applied to
put things in those |ocations, they know
what they're doing.

Sand mning is on schedule. |t happens
every year. W know this. And none of it
needs to find oil and gas reservoirs bel ow

the sea fl oor.
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Jill even nmentioned earlier that these
el even proposal s for enhanced oil and gas
woul d be for G&G surveys, that Alternative C
keeps the status quo for renewabl e and
mneral mning. So, if that's the case,
then it's sinply a situation where this EI'S
and the oil conpanies that want to support
It are hiding behind a veneer of renewabl es
in sand mning. Alternative Cwll allow
those activities to go forward. Alternative
A and B are for oil.

As the agency stated in their executive
sunmary of the EI'S, the concern that gave
rise to this push for seismc surveys was
that existing data was perceived to be,
quot e, inadequate for business decisions to
| ease devel opnent for oil. M concern and
the concern of the people in this roomis
that these surveys and the oil drilling that
will directly result are the inadequate
deci sions. They endanger the lives,
| i vel i hoods, and resources of our clean
ocean econony.

The only option here that bal ances the

needs and uses of the ocean and the

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on 04/27/2012

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N PP

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PRk
o A W N P O © 0N O Ol A WO N~ O

I nterests of the people that live here is
Alternative C, the no action alternative.
The people of this region have been worKking
for years to find the right bal ance of use,
conservation, and enjoynent of the ocean and
have conme up with |legislation called the

Cl ean Ocean Zone witten by the people that
live here and the users of the clean ocean
to protect it permanently.

Thank you, very nuch.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Heat her St afford.

M5. STAFFORD: (Good afternoon. M nane
IS Heather Stafford, and I'ma staff
scientist for the Cean Ccean Act.

Based on ny review of the EIS, |'mvery
troubled by the fact that BOEM seens to be
wal king the line mnimzing potential and no
| npact and maki ng deci sions without fully
know ng what they'e going to | ead to.

Alternative C, which does not allow for
oil and gas exploration, is the only
scientifically defensable option that
protects the ocean, the fishernen, the

surfers, and the clean coastal econony that
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has developed in this oil free ocean
busi ness.

O the many scientific concerns | have
for this EIS, |I'mnost troubled by the under
estimation of inpact and the many data it
gives. For exanple, there are scientific
data, sone identified, that |'ve brought to
the attention of this agency over thirty
years ago on understandi ng the inpact of
seism c surveys on our environnment. These
data gaps are frustratingly left unfulfilled
even after BCEM EO, and ot her agency
scientists thenselves called for nore
research intruding on the seasonal
distribution of the ocean communities,

m gration inpact, spawni ng peri ods,

bi ol ogi cal responses to air danage, and
overall i1npact for species ranging in size
fromtiny plants to whal es.

I nformation's | acking on the inpact of
noi se on turtles, whales, fish, dol phins,
and nore. In fact, one could ask is there
enough science to indicate the significant
| npact fromair gun surveys? And, yes,

there definitely is. Yet the Federal
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agenci es have put their heads in the sand
and decided that the |l ess they | ook, the
nore they will be able to get away wth.

The determ nation of air gun inpact is
hi ghly questionable in this EIS. There are
substanti al reasons for concern about the
harmthat air gun blasts have on tiny,
little creatures, to plants, to whal es.
Marine |ife depends on sound to survive.

Air guns can stun and disrupt ani nal

behavi or i ncl udi ng causing | arge avoi dance
over large areas. Fish have suffered

I nternal injuries, henorrhaging, and

audi tory danage, even death at intense noise
| evel s.  You know this. Fish hatcheries
have decreased by forty to eighty percent in
areas wth seismc surveys.

According to one report from your
agency, there is concern that this anmount of
noi se pollution is already stunning the
ability of whales to comunicate. The PEIS
I ndi cates that mlIlions of marine manmal s
wi Il suffer over the eight year period of
t hese surveys and beyond. Strandi ng of

whal es, dol phins, and even gi ant squid have
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occured in areas where there's air gun
bl asting with animals showi ng noi se rel ated
I njuries.

Al'l of these inpacts really nust be
consi dered and taken seriously. In 2010
when BOEM first proposed testing we asked
BOEM t o conduct a base |ine survey of noise
|l evels in the region so that the
envi ronnental inpact could be differentiated
from existing noise such as from shi ppi ng
and Departnent of Defense testing and
training activities.

We al so asked BOEM to assess cunul ati ve
| npact on adding seismc surveys to this
al ready noi sy ocean region. The only
response was to affirmthat data was
| acki ng.

The National Oceanic Adm nistration has
al ready petitioned to expand habit at
protection of right whales, one of the nost
critically endangered species in the world.
Yet this review process is still ongoing,
but to protect whale and turtle habitat this
whol e process shoul d be ended. If the

agency plans on ignoring those gathered here
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today as well as habitat inpact, then go
ahead and choose another alternative other
than Alternative C

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Cindy zZff.

M5. ZIFF: You are here at the real
Jersey Shore, honme of Jersey pride where we
fiercely defend our ocean.

My nane is CGndy Ziff. |'m Executive
Director of Plain Ccean Action, and for 25
years, we as a coalition of wonen's groups,
fishing groups, student groups, boating,
diving, fishing, surfing, just loving the
ocean group have fought and defended our
ocean from ocean dunpers, |like, sewage
fl oods, and nucl ear waste, and industri al
waste. All of these were sanctioned by our
governnment, and we fought back. W fought
back and we cl eaned up the ocean. W ended
ocean dunpi ng. W fought back agai nst
of fshore pollution discharge in our ocean.
We fought back against the raw sewage com ng
of f our beaches. W fought back when we had

dead and dyi ng dol phi ns washi ng up on our
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beaches.

And now you cone here and suggest that
you're going to blast our ocean with noise
| oud enough to kill. W are offended. W
have worked hard to keep our ocean cl ean and
we want to keep it that way. Today our
coll ective voices have a strong bipartisan
of elected officials, a force of elected
officials, that are opposed to offshore
drilling and that want to keep our ocean
clean. Qur CGovernor is opposed to offshore
drilling.

And the proposal that you are
considering will inpact our coast and you're
going to hear from many of these
representatives of boaters, divers, and
sw mers here today about how this is going
to i mpact them

The Departnent of Interior not only is
| ooking at this, but the Departnent of
Interior seens chonping at the bit to do
this. The enthusiastic presentation
presented by Secretary Sal azar announci ng
this proposal was extrenely disturbing. The

only purpose of this hostile act is to
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facilite the nore harnful oil and gas

I ndustry. We are nost stunned by the

appal l'ing proposal in |ight of President
(bama's recent National Ocean Policy where
he decl ared and established a National Ccean
Policy to insure the protection,

mai nt enance, and restoration of the health
of the ocean, coastal, and great | akes
systens and resources.

Anmong the policy's priorities are
| mproved deci si on naki ng, enhanced ecosystem
protection, and the application of
precautionary principles.

Wth the ink barely dry, the Departnent
of Interior deep sixed these National Ccean
Policy goals and then tossed the Atlantic
Qcean to big oil. First, in pursuing this
ElIS, the Departnent of Interior puts big
oil, the nost profitable corporation in the
hi story of mankind, interests ahead of
public interest. That's not inproved
decision nmaking. It's inconsistent also
W th enhanced ecosystem protection goals of
t he National Ocean Policy.

By succunbing to big oil pressure, the
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Departnment of Interior abandons the Nati onal
Ccean Policy of inproved coll aboration
deci si on nmaki ng and i gnores the voices of
mllions of citizens.

Thi rd, maki ng deci sions w thout truely
know ng what inpact will occur defies the
Nati onal Ocean Policy's commttnent to the
precautionary principles, which is if you
don't know, you don't do it.

Just inmagi ne a noi se going off that
would irritate your eardruns, the sound of
an air horn going off, the sound of nails on
a chal k board, the sound of dynamte going
off, and put this under a magnifier, that's
what you're going to be blasting into the
ocean. At |east we would have the option to
wal k away and demand it be stopped.

The marine life is innocent, and are
cluel ess, and are helpless to stop. They're
going to be mai ned and kil l ed.

In sum this plan does not represent
good governnent nor adherence tranparency
and good science. This plan to blast the
ocean from Florida to New Jersey nust stop

now. Alternative Cis the only choice.
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Leave the Atlantic alone. W want a cl ean
ocean zone.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Margarte Messner Jackson.

M5. JACKSON. It's Margaret Messner
Jackson, and I'mthe confirmation chair of
the  ub of COcean County that is here
bordering the Atlantic Ccean.

| have to say, first of all, |I'mangry,
and angry is not really what describes how I
feel. And | represent the Ccean County
Menber s.

Because it seens |like that there is
absol utely no forethought into the future,
and it seens to be a thing, well, we have to
have this now.

No, we don't.

The ocean is not a dunp site. It is
not sonething to be explored for research,
construction, or anything like that. There
is life formliving there. Wthout the
ocean, we would not be able to exist because
it gives |ife to people just as well as the
| and.

They have been using the ocean for a
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nucl ear waste dunp site for nerve gases that
have been di scovered here not too | ong ago,
a few years ago, and ammunition has been
pul | ed out of the ocean in the past during
beach repl eni shnent.

Sonething is wong with all this
pl anni ng that cones out of Washington. This
Is not right. | would just like to ask you
where i s NOAA here?

The other ones that represented the
fishery interests and the scientists are the
ani mal speakers that we have out there. The
oil spill that was connected to drilling by
Shell off the coast of West Africa was never
cl eaned up, and we see horrible pictures
com ng out of the Gulf of Mexico from BP.

BP al so had spills in the Al aska pipeline
t hat have been di scovered and not hi ng has

been cl eaned up there.

It is, basically, still no matter if
you're drilling for oil or if you're testing
for gas it is still a fossil fuel. W have

to get away fromfossil fuel and we have to
get sonething else in place. W have energy

in terns of solar. There are other possible
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forms of energy.

| work together with scientists from
Rutgers University fromthe Jacque Cousteau
Center with nmenbers of energy energency
managenent fromtheir insurance conpany, and
we all agree that there is a direct
connection of the fossil fuel and sea |evel
ri sing because of global warm ng. | worked
on a draft by Rutgers University to show how
far the sea level rising is going to inpact
the coastline of New Jersey. |f you do
anynore with this exploration offshore for
oil and gas, that is not clean energy
either. And to say that it is renewable is
| aughable. It's not a renewabl e thing.

It had been touched on before that if
you would drill and test off the coast of
Virginia, it didn't conme up here and affect
your way of life. Wether it's Maryl and,
whet her it's Del aware, or New Jersey, or
even New York, the GQulf streameven wl |l
bring oil here, and they won't even clean it
up. There is no way you can mtigate these
things. There is no other place to go.

So, needless to say, it affects our
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fishing, it affects the animls, and
sonet hi ng needs to be done. The seismc
testing you have described al ong the
Atlantic coastline, and that does not
i nclude Florida, it would require within the
contentinental shelf affect forty three
mllion plants with these boats or ships
when they pound theminto the ground.

| wouldn't want to live there. |
woul dn't want to be near a place where they
keep drilling things up. Wat do you think
it does to the fish and wildlife out there?
The fishernen are already conpl ai ni ng that
their fishing hatcheries are in danger.
It's their livelihood. You saw what
happened in the Gulf of Mexico to the
coastline.

So, it is absolutely inpossible for you
to do anything with it. Do you have any
| dea of the donmestic situations in schools?
Do you know how t he sounds travel in salt
water? It stretches over fifteen hundred
neters. These are |ong ways, and they can't
get away. The aninmals couldn't get away.

And you say that you want to close up a
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certain area here because of endangered
habitat. That's ludicrous. Wat do you
want to do, put signs up there not for
turtles, no turtle crossing, or sonething
| i ke that?

So, you're going to get a witten
comrent too.

Thank you, very nuch.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

David G egory O ganba.

MR. ORGAMBA: Yes. M nane is David
Gregory Organba, and |I'mthe Chairman of the
Ccean County New Jersey Marine issues, and
I'"'malso the state coordinator for marine
| ssues.

Let's face it, this is not an academc
exercise. |It's not being done to study
sonething. This is the canel's nose under
the tent. This is the first step of getting
us on the road to opening up all these areas
for oil and gas exploration.

And, certainly, one of the previous
coments nentioned the fact that cutting off
in terns of the hearings at New Jersey

really is not proper because the inpact from
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seismc testing alone is going to extend
hundreds of mles. So, tal king about
sonething like testing off of Virginiais
goi ng to have an inpact way beyond New
Jersey in any event.

What | would also just like to nention
Is that in ternms of including renewables in
this package is a little nore than a fig
| eaf, and let's get serious here. Frankly,
it's offensive froman environnent al
standpoint to try and use renewables to
sonehow justify this program but every
decision that is made in politics and
governnent involves a bal ance, sane thing
with this here. Wen we weigh the equities
and | ook at the potential danmage to marine
life, and when you | ook at the potenti al
damage to property val ue, when you | ook at
the potential damage to our tourism
I ndustry, and when we bal ance the potenti al
| npact down the road maybe a few pennies on
the gallon, | think the equities are pretty
cl ear there.

VWhat | really wanted to do today was

invite everybody in this room including the
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panel, over to ny house for a Louisianna
fish boil, no charge, and of course |I'm
being facetious. But if | wasn't being
facetious, how many people in this room
woul d actually want to take nme up on that
i nvitation?

We have fish in the Gulf that are being
born without eyes. W have fish in the Qulf
t hat have serious lesions that are related
to petrolium products. Inagine if we have
that sanme type of tragedy occur here in New
Jersey. \What woul d happen to the comrerci al
fishing industry? What woul d happen to the
recreation that we enjoy?

The bottomline is we can't find our

way out of the problem In terns of |'m not
going to disect the EIS, | just want to give
a general comment. It strikes ne, and I am

sure everybody who worked on this has done
the best job that they can, but it strikes
me as show ng a trenendous anount of
hunmerous to think we can m cronmanage the
ocean, and m cronmange nmarine life, and

m cromange our fisheries. W're going to

stop and put up signs so we can do stuff.
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In terns of the right whale, let ne
just say this, scientists who spend their
whol e lives studying the right whales,
there's only sonething like 350 left on the
pl anet, they don't even know where they
are. They |ose track of these manmal s even
t hough they have |.D.'d and naned every one
of them

So, for us to try to assune that we can
have this program across the entire East
Coast and be able to m cromange that program
in such a way that we won't have what the
El S says, a mninmal inpact on nmarine life
across the board and in terns of saying big,
it just shows a trenendous anount of
huner ous.

The only sound policy is Alternative C

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Al i son Chase.

M5. CHASE: M nane's Alison Chase, and
I["'ma Policy Analyist at the Natural
Resour ces Defense Council.

On behalf of NRDC s nore than 1.3

mllion menbers and online activists
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nati onwi de, we strongly urge the

adm nistration to choose Alternative C, the
no action alternative, and keep dangerous
oil and gas exploration off the Atlantic
Coast .

The seism c surveys designed to
estimate the size of oil and gas reserves
wreak havoc in the marine world. To search
for oil and gas, ships tow nultiple airgun
arrays that emt tens of thousands of high
deci bel explosive inpulses to map the
surroundi ng areas. Excludi ng expl osi ons,
airgun arrays emt the | oudest hunman
generated noise in the oceans. This intense
sound causes hearing loss, injury, and death
to nearby animls. Moreover, it can
seriously disrupt animal behavior far beyond
the imedi ate testing area. Overwhel ned by
t he sounds of seismc noise, fish ahd marine
mammal s becone unable to rely on their sense
of sound to find mates, |ocate prey, avoid
predators, and communi cate.

For exanple, airgun noise is |oud
enough to nmask whale calls over literally

t housands of mles destroying their capacity
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to comuni cate and breed. It can drive
whal es to abandon their habitat and cease
foragi ng, again, over vast areas of ocean.

A single airgun array in the North Atlantic
caused endangered fin and hunpback whales to
stop singing, a behavior essential to their
mati ng and foragi ng, and abandon habit at
over an area nore than one hundred thousand
square m | es.

According to the admnistration's own
estimates, if this testing goes ahead, over
t he next eight years seism c exploration
would injure up to 138,500 mari ne mamal s
and di srupt mari ne manmal feedi ng, cal ving,
breedi ng, and other vital activities nore
than 13.5 mllion tines.

Ai rguns have been known to displ ace
comrerci al species of fish on a nassive
scal e over thousands of square kil oneters.
The result has been to dramatically depress
catch rates of species such as cod, haddock,
and rockfish across areas as | arge as Rhode
I sland. Fishernen in Norway and ot her parts
of the world have been so affected by

seism c exploration that they have sought
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conpensation fromindustry for their | osses.

And these surveys will be occuring at
and around sone of the Atlantic's nost
I ncredi bl e submari ne canyons. Cut into the
Atl antic's Continental Shelf is a series of
vast undersea canyons starting just north of
Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, and running
up past Cape Cod. These special places host
an amazi ng vari ety and abundance of marine
life from deep sea corals, rare sponges, and
vivid anenones, to fish, and shellfish, to
endanger ed sperm whal es, dol phins, and ot her
mari ne manmal s.

The seismc surveying called for in
this PEIS would, at the least, inmmediately
I npact the marine |ife of Baltinore,
Accomac, Washi ngton, and Norfol k Canyons.
These are truely special places. Norfolk
Canyon, for exanple, is believed to
represent the southern nost outpost of fauna
associated wth boreal red coral and was
nom nated for national marine sanctuary
status in 1975.

The only reason to | ook for oil and gas

deposits is if you want to devel op them
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This neans that the data | earned by testing
will likely result in oil and gas rigs
springing up along the Atlantic seaboard.

Q| exploration and devel opnent woul d i npact
the coastal conmunities that rely on healthy
ocean resour ces.

For exanple, here in New Jersey there
are nore than 46,000 fishing industry jobs,
nore than $1.4 billion in recreational
fishing sales, and nore than $5.8 billion in
comerci al fishing sales.

NRDC calls on the adm nistration to
choose Alternative C

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Jeff Fiddle.

MR. FIDDLE: Thank you.

Jeff Fiddle, Director for New Jersey CR
Club, and I'm here representing hundreds of
t housands of nenbers in the state, but also
the one point four mllion residents.

You know, quite frankly, part of the
proposal sounds pretty good. Everyone in
New Jersey |likes to get blasted when they're

down the shore, except it's in a bar, not in

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on 04/27/2012

1 the ocean. And for all of us the Jersey
2 Shore i s what nmakes New Jersey New Jersey,
3 and the only filmcrew we want to see
4 filmng sonething down here is a crew
5 filmng the Jersey Shore and not an oil
6 spill. And I'mconcerned that with this
7 proposal that's what wll happen down the
8 road because before you can spill oil, you
9 first have to test to find out where it is.
10 No test, no spill, very sinple.
11 We are very concerned about this
12 proposal because we think, quite frankly,
13 that it turns the noratoriumthat's in place
14 Into a joke because if it takes five years
15 to do testing to confirmit, then the
16 nmoratoriumw || be gone by then. So, for us
17 we see this as a first step toward drilling
18 of f our coast. And whether it's drilling
19 of f New Jersey or off of Delaware, it all
20 ends up here.
21 Virginia's |l ess than a hundred nauti cal
22 mles away. One of the proposals that
23 happened a few years ago in Virginia, they
24 wanted to land the oil in New Jersey. And,
25 so, for us we see this drilling as a
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slippery sl ope.

We're al so concerned about what w ||l
happen to the fisheries and to the marine
mammal s and so forth when the testing goes
on. And |I'm soneone old enough to kind of
remenber the sonic boom and | renmenber what
woul d happen before they were banned across
the United States what it felt like. That's
what's happening in the ocean. It would be
happeni ng every few seconds if you do that.

To us, for the people in the room it's
sort of like trying to be in an airplane
that's | andi ng when you have a head col d.

Thi nk about the pain that it brings, and
that's what this is really about for those
species. Not only wll it inpact them but
it wll chase them away and hurt our fishing
I ndustry here in New Jersey.

So, we think that this proposal is
wong for the right whale, and it's wong
for the people of New Jersey, and it's wong
for the people in the United States. W
believe that trying to say that this is
bei ng used sonehow for renewabl e energy is

sort of like trying to justify eating a hot
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1 fudge sundae because there's a cherry on top
2 and it's a piece of fruit. It has nothing

3 to do withit. It's a rationalization.

4 It's an excuse.

5 If you were | ooking for places to put

6 offshore winds, it's like killing nosquitos
7 with a halyard. In fact, it's like a

8 hal yard in the water.

9 And, so, for us, we are concerned that
10 we're at a very inportant tinme in this

11 country when we can go down the road and

12 cl ean energy and offshore winds wll

13 continue wth the fossil foolishness in the
14 past for offshore oil. W want w nd off our
15 coast, not oil, and we believe that this

16 proposal interferes with putting renewabl e
17 energy off the coast, and we believe that

18 this will hurt New Jersey's forty billion

19 dollar a year tourismindustry.
20 And here in Atlantic Cty, we want to
21 make sure that seismc testing doesn't chase
22 away the whales, and in this case, the
23 ganbl ers and all the people that cone down
24 the Jersey Shore. W believe that this
25 proposal wll lead to that because, quite
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frankly, if there's a threat of oil spills
or the potential for oil spills, people wll
go other places. There's a | ot nore noney
to be made in New Jersey fromtourismthan
to be made from potential offshore
drilling.

Economi cally, we don't think it's
feasi ble. W have enough wi nds off our
coast to neet nore than half of New Jersey's
future electrical needs. That's the
direction we should go. If we have a choice
between w nds and a choice to drill for oil,
we choose wi nds. And under current rules,
it's easier to put oil off our coast than
wind mlls, and we think that should be
changed and this PEI'S shoul d be, basically,
wi t hdr awn.

We choose Alternative C, but we really
nmean this whol e proposal should be
Wi t hdr awn.

| just wanted to add that when we go to
the Shore in the Summerti me and we have our
pl ans, you know, we want to taste olive oil,
not crude oil when we go down the shore. W

want to nake sure that this place is here
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for future generations, and our concern is

that this proposal will lead to the end of
the noratoriumand will lead to drilling,
and, for us, test baby test, and drill baby
drill is still, basically, the sane.

When you listen to America the
Beautiful it says fromsea to shining sea,
not sea to oily sea.

And, so, we believe that we have to
stop this proposal to protect our coastline
for future generations and go to a green
ener gy econony i nstead.

Thank you, very nmuch.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Jack McQue.
MR. MQUE: Good afternoon. My nane's
Jack McQue. |I'mthe Citizen Action

Coordi nator for Clean Ccean Action.

Every day ny job is to work with the
citizens, businesses, and comunities al ong
the coast of New York and New Jersey. In ny
work, | constantly hear fromthem how
devastating offshore oil and gas drilling
woul d be for their bottomline, for their

public health, for their |ivelihood.
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In the programmati c environnent al
statenent the thing that worries ne the nost
Is the fact that every decision nade by BOEM
seens to be the wong one. First, occuring
with BOEM Alternative Ais preferred to find
the oil, map out where to put the rigs.

Now, BOEM is saying here that we've studied

the envoronnental inpact. W've decided to

qui ckly and dangerously find as nuch oil as

we can so that we can get to work extracting
it.

An obj ective exam nation of the
envi ronnent al i npact statenent could never
| ead soneone to decide that nore, faster,
| ess safe surveys is the best choice.

Alternative B would nean nore
protection to the critically endangered
North Atlantic right whale, nore protection
to endangered turtles, and nore prohibitions
agai nst a too dense survey tract than
Alternative AL Yet, the agency deci ded not
to choose this.

In short, Alternative Bis Alternative
A wth nore protection for the marine

environnent. Wiy this wasn't preferred is
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beyond ne, but | suspect these m nor added
protections would cut into the profit of the
ri cher than anyone in history big oil

conpani es.

Third and finally, BOEM chose to ignore
the nost significant part of the no action
alternative, the value and the benefit to
siting clean ocean econom es and an energy
extraction free future. |In developing the
no action alternative, BOEM coul d and shoul d
have spent twenty pages of anal yses rat her
than billions of dollars that comerci al
fishing generates, billion of dollars spent
on recreation fromtourism and sport
fishing, to surfing, and swi nmm ng, the
billions of dollars spent in coastal
communi ties each year.

These are the benefits of the no action
alternatives that wll be gravely threatened
by these surveys, bu the oil drilling that
foll ows these surveys, and by the change in
the Atlantic Ocean status quo this PEIS
represents. Qur public trust protector is
putting the interests of a handful of gl obal

energy conpani es over the interests of

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on 04/27/2012

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N PP

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PRk
o A W N P O © 0N O Ol A WO N — O

mllions of citizens along the coast. The
voi ces of over thirty thousand citizens have
cone together petitioning for an industry
free ocean. Representitives of every non
oil related industry are here today to tell
you. You have not listened to their voices.

Choose the no action alternative and
send the nessage that no inpacts are
acceptable inpacts in this, the [ast oil
free ocean in the nation.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Captai n Joel Fogal.

THE AUDI ENCE: He stepped out.

He'll be back.

MR, BENNETT: Okay. [|'Il call himwhen
he cones back.

Janmes Lovgren.

MR. LOVGREN. Good afternoon. M nane
Is Janes Lovgren. |'ma commerci al
fisherman representing the Fishernen's Dock
Co-op of Point Pleasant, and the Garden
St at e Seaf ood Associ ation. GSSA represents
hundreds of fishernen from New Jersey and

sone nei ghboring states plus various support
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1 I ndustri es.

2 Thank you for holding this hearing on

3 an issue that's vitally inportant to the

4 East Coast fishing industry. Seismc

5 testing is known to have devastating effects

6 on the marine ecosystemand the sea life

7 that ny industry depends on for our

8 livelihoods. It has the potential to cause

9 huge financial |osses on an industry

10 struggling to neet governnent inposed stock

11 rebuil ding targets. The fishing industry

12 al ready has to deal with an overzeal ous

13 MNFS, but at |east they notify us when they

14 hol d public hearings concerning matters that

15 af fect our jobs.

16 In this case, BOEM has not nade the

17 slightest effort to contact fishernen, or

18 their organi zati ons, docks, et cetera, of

19 what they are planning. W sinply do not

20 exist in your world. | amhere to tell you

21 we do, and we have enornous concerns about

22 your proposed action. W will be submtting

23 detailed witten comments in the near

24  future, but for nowin ny generously granted

25 three mnutes, | wll touch on sone of our
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Maj or concerns.

The nobst outrageous aspect of this
seismc testing proposal is its inpact on
mari ne manmal s. Your environnmental inpact
statenent estimates up to 138,612 Level A
takes over an eight year period starting in
2013. This includes an amazing ten
critically endangered northern right
whal es. Amazing. The National Fishery
Service has held the fishing industry to
what anounts to a zero tol erance of marine
mammal takes in many fisheries and has
caused the loss of hundreds of mllions of
dollars to our fishing industry and its
supporting infrastructure in the | ast
decade. Yet in the last two weeks NMFS has
announced a two nonth closure of the gil
net fisheries in the Gulf of Maine due to
por poi se interactions and a conm ng nassi ve
closure of forty different gill net
fisheries due to Atlantic sturgeon
I nteractions, which was recently listed as
endanger ed.

Yet your departnent and the oil

i ndustry that runs you can cavalierly nuke
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every whal e, dol phin, and endangered species
on the East Coast into oblivion and no one
seens to care. W want an answer to this
seem ngly contradictory action by two
different departnents of our governnent.

Wiy can big oil kill anything they want, but
the poor little fisherman gets crucified if
he | ooks cross-eyed at a dol phin or whal e?

The scoreboard shows big oil, 38,637
marine manmal s a year. Fishing industry,
zero. | know sone congressnen and senators
who are going to be a little bit upset by
this seem ngly doubl e standard.

Level B takes, which are not as
serious, but could still result in eventual
death as the now deaf, dunb, and blind
creatures stunble around disoriented in a
shel |l shocked stupor is an astoundi ng
13,586. 251 mari ne manmmal s over an ei ght year
period. Has NOAA | eadership seen these
nunbers? Because if they have and they do
not hi ng about it, sonmeone should go to jail.

Seismc testing around the world has
been controversial everywhere it has taken

place. Unfortunately, definitive data
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1 provi ng ecol ogical harmis scarce as little

2 research has been done to nonitor and

3 docunent its effects. Presently seismc

4 testing is being done off the Coast of Peru

5 by a U S. conpany that has assured the

6 Peruvi an Governnent that seismc testing has

7 no i npact on the marine environnent.

8 Curiously, within weeks of the start of

9 testing hundreds of dead dol phins started

10 washing up on the beaches and hundreds nore

11  were observed at sea. It nust have been

12 sone renegade fishernen and their walls of

13 deat h.

14 But enough about manmmal s. Australian

15 fi shernmen have watched as their scallop beds

16 have died a few nonths after seismc testing

17 took place. It seens the testing weakened

18 their i mune system and they succunbed to

19 di sease. The scallop industry in the Md

20 Atlantic is the largest and nost profitable

21 in the region wth an annual docksi de val ue

22 i n the hundreds of mllions of dollars.

23 Econom c nultipliers taking into account the

24 cost of the scallop fromthe sea to the

25 dinner plate is over a billion annually.
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Seventy percent of the Sunmer fl ounder
quota is allocated to the states from New
Jersey to North Carolina. This ranges from
six to twelve mllion pounds a year, ten to
twenty mllion dollars annually. Loligo and
|11 exx squid are major fisheries in the Md
Atlantic with annual | andings of twenty to
fifty mllion pounds each. Squid have been
shown to be affected by high frequency sound
waves and suffer disorientation, sensory
probl ens, and susceptibility to predation
because of them These are just a few of
the fish species that fishernmen wll cone
knocki ng on your door seeking just
conpensation for.

How about Bl uefin tuna, red snapper,
stri ped bass, weakfish, sea bass, surf
cl anms, quahogs, grouper, nackerel, and
herring? Research has al so shown that fish
eggs and larvae are also detrinentally
| npacted by seismc testing.

Soneone needs to explain how after
twenty years of suffereing fromreduced
catches due to governnent inposed

regul ations to restore our fish stock
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anot her governnent agency can cone al ong and
ruin our sacrifices in an instant. | sure
hope you indemify this project wwth a ton
of noney because you're going to need it.
And | haven't even nentioned the potenti al

| npact on the recreational sector. Just
doubl e the nunber and you're in the
bal | par k.

| would be remiss if | didn't question
why we even need to do this testing. There
Is an estimted sixty day supply of oil on
t he whol e of the east Coast, and that is
estimated to be able to reduce the price of
gas by three cents in twenty years. Goldman
Sachs wi || guarantee we never see a penny of
that difference.

Lastly, there has to be a better |ess
environnental | y destructive way of searching
for oil and gas deposits than airgun
testing. Think about this. If | were to
light off an MBO explosive in this building
every ten seconds, you would all run as
qui ckly as you can, possibly with hearing
damage, and | would be arrested. AIr gun

testing is equivalent to that exanple only
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many of the sea creatures cannot run away

and predictably will die. The few survivors
w il probably die in a few years from an oi
spill. There has to be a better way.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Capt ai n Fogal .

CAPTAIN FOGAL: M nane is Captain Joel
Fogal, United States Merchant Marine
Service. |'mhere representing Water Watch
International for which I'm president and
executive director. |1'mhere also as the
Chai rman of Environnental Affairs for the
Expl orers Club International, and the
scientists, and their explorers.

| represent as Chairman of the
Scientific Adventures for Conservati on,
anot her organi zation, and |'ve put a | ot of
this information in to M. Goeke already,
who w Il have that shortly in a witten
statenent, but I'mreally here primarily to
just give you anot her point of view

Al the organizations that | have
mentioned to you are in support of a

turnover of this statenent, and the reason
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for that is as a master diver, a man who
wor ked for Jacque Cousteau many years ago,
over forty years ago, Captain Cousteau said
to me, we were at sea and he said, Joel,

(I ndicating French | anguage) your nother is
the sea. She's given you everything you
have, water, fish. You nust treat her with
respect. The old nman told ne that.

Now, | had the other opportunity of
goi ng under water wth Yago Yahos as a
diver, what a great man. | don't | ook that
old, do I? 1'mseventy years old. Went
down to dive in the sea and they were doing
early seismc testing, and this is what it
sounded |i ke, boom boom boom boom boom

it would be next to sonething |like that,

boom boom | thought |I was going to | ose
ny eardruns. | had a terrible ice cream
headache. | said what the hell is going on

here? They were testing the system boom
boom boom boom that's what it was |ike.
How woul d you like to be next to that? You
woul dn't |ike that, would you?

Vell, | didn't like it.

Now, you're proposing in light of all
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this testing the possibility of going up and
down the entire East Coast fromFlorida to

this area up here to | ook for renewabl e

resources.
kay?
For gas and oil, not so.
Ckay?
If this had been ten years ago, | would

say maybe you don't have a bad point here,
but it is not. W have seen Katrina. W've
seen the situation with the BP oil spill.

W don't have to guess about the outcone of
these situations. W knowit. Every single
one of you has children and grandchil dren.
W need to think a little bit further ahead
than fromday to day. And | know that is
what's in your hearts. | know that's what
you're planning, and | know that's what you
woul d like to do. But don't be suckered by
peopl e who don't have these sane dreans and
t hose sane desires. Don't be pulled into a
situation where sonebody has a ton of noney
in their pocket and a lot of interest who
has anot her agenda.

These fol ks in here, they are not
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maki ng a penny. They're all volunteers. |
don't think one of thenmis on a payroll. |
could be wong. The guy that was standing
up here, this one right here --

MR. BENNETT: Captain, can you pl ease
address your comments to the panel ?

CAPTAI N FOGAL: | am done.

That's all you needed to hear.

Pl ease, for your own benefits and for
the benefits of the future of this beautiful
pl anet water, sonetines | feel like I'min
heaven.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Joyce Grant.

M5. GRANT: Joyce Grant, father of the
citizens for oceanfront preservation, and
I'"'m here to speak for thousands of citizens
that are agai nst seismc testing.

Seismc testing may have kill ed
t housands of dol phins off the coast of
Peru. 1Isn't that enough to stop this
sensel ess exploration for oil and gas in our
ocean? BP' s deep water horizon drilling rig

di saster in the Gulf of Mexico killing
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el even workers and creating the nation's

wor st offshore oil spill that will take
decades to recover creating the devastating
econom c crises of coastal seafood and
tourismindustries, |eft defornmed or sickly
sea |ife, and nore than a mllion barrels of
spilled oil that remain mssing, isn't that
enough to stop this sensel ess expl oration
for oil and gas in our ocean?

s the Bureau of QOcean Energy
Managenent going to continue to inperil and
harm our children, our neighbors, future
generations, all marine |ife, other hel pless
poorer nations, by catering to
unquesti onabl e greed of oil conpanies and
corporations when we have the treasured
renewabl e sources of power and technol ogy at
hand, w nd, water, and sun? 1Isn't this
reckl ess endangernent to marine |ife enough
to stop this sensel ess exploration for oil
and gas in our oceans?

| inplore you to stop this madness and
choose Alternative C, the take no action
alternative.

Thank you.
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MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Shei | a Dean.

M5. DEAN. Hello, ny nane is Sheil a
Dean, and | amthe co-director and
co-founder of the Marine Mammal Stranding
Center. W are the first and only strandi ng
center in the State of New Jersey. W take
on the task of rescuing and rehabilitating
stranded nmari ne manmal s and sea turtles.

Over the years we've seen many
strandi ngs of whal es, dol phins, seals, and
sea turtles, and sadly many of them were
caused by humans. Qur main concern about
the seismc testing is the effect it wll
have on marine |ife off our coast. |If there
IS a massive evacuation or die off of fish
and/ or marine manmal s caused by this
testing, it could have a far reaching inpact
on the coastal conmmunities of the Eastern
seaboar d.

Marine mammal s washi ng ashore and then
dying wll have an inpact on our econony as
It did in 1987 when hundreds of dol phins
were com ng ashore and nost of them were

dead. A mass stranding of this size wll
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definitely have a huge inpact on ny
nonprofit organization.

There's a ot of scientific data out
there on the inpacts of the testing. You
can find it online. 1In essence, what | am
trying to say is that we are part of the
clean up crew for seismc testing and the
resulting oil spill. Please don't nake us
say | told you so.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

M chael Egent on.

MR. EGENTON: Good afternoon, |'m
M chael Egent on.

E-GE-NT-ON.

Senior Vice President of the New Jersey
Chanber of Commer ce.

We appreciate the opportunity to
di scuss the draft programmatic environnent al
| npact statenent, the PEIS, which wl]l
support the issuance of permts to conduct
geol ogi cal and geophysical study activities
on the Atlantic Quter Continental Shelf.

By way of background, our organization,

the State Chanber, is recognized as the
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1 | ndependent voi ce of business in New Jersey

2 with a broad based nenbership ranging from

3 Fortune 500 conpanies to snall

4 proprietorshi ps representing every corner of

5 the state and every industry. Qur nenbers

6 provide jobs for over a mllion people in

7 New Jersey. W continue to work towards

8 provi ding a vibrant business environnent and

9 econom ¢ prosperity through vision,

10 expertise, and innovative sol utions.

11 Growi ng jobs and the econony renmains

12 t he key nunber one issue for our nenbers.

13 Sinply stated, no econom c recovery can be

14 realized wthout a successful energy

15 policy. Helping wth this vital goal, our

16 coll eagues in the oil and natural gas

17 I ndustry support 9.2 mllion U S. jobs and a

18 7.7 percent of the U S. econony and they

19 have vested nore than $2 trillion in U S.

20 capital projects to advance all forns of

21 energy including alternatives.

22 The oil and natural gas industry should

23 I nvest in potential exploration of the

24  Atlantic OCS. A diversified supply of these

25 natural resources will ultimately benefit
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bot h enpl oyers and enpl oyees of New Jersey
and the United States. Currently, this
country inports nore than 60 percent of the
pretrol eum products that have nmade nodern
| ives so productive, enjoyable, and safe.
Qur dependency upon foreign supplies
subjects us to circunstances beyond our
control and threatens our standard of
living. |If we are to neet our grow ng
demand for energy, we need to keep all
options on the table.

As such, the PEIS is the first needed
step to begin the process of generating the
data that will provide for nore detail ed
estimates of the potential for oil and
natural gas developing in this area.
Generating new data is critical for the
Atlantic OCS given that current estinmtes
are based on dated informati on and have not
benefited fromthe technol ogi cal advances in
sei sm c surveying and conputer nodeling in
use by the industry today.

Keep in mnd that seismc conpanies
wi Il be the ones generating this data, not

t he governnent, and they generally do this
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on a specul ative basis hoping to sell the
data to operators who are |ooking to
purchase | eases in an area. Wth no | ease
sal e scheduled in the Atlantic and, thus, no
potential custoners, seismc conpanies have
little incentive to gather new data. W
encourage conpletion of this m ssing el enent
to provide a true incentive to nove our
conprehensi ve energy policy and econonic
future forward.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

M chael Drulis.

MR. DRULIS.: Good afternoon, ny nane is
M chael Drulis. 1'm Executive Director of
the New Jersey Society for Environnental and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent. | w sh to thank you
for allowing nme to testify here. On behalf
of the board and nenbers of the New Jersey
SEED, we're here in support of the
governnent's decision to allow seismc
studies on the Atlantic Quter Continental
Shel f.

New Jersey SEED is a unique coalition

of New Jersey's nost prom nent | abor and
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busi ness | eaders. Qur diverse nenbership

I ncl udes | abor advocates, business

organi zations and trade groups, construction
and el ectrical workers' unions, energy

provi ders, environnental consultants,

t el ecommuni cations firnms, banks, residential
and commerci al devel opnent interests, the

| ist goes on and on.

What we all have in common is our
belief that econom c growth and
environnental protection are not nutually
exclusive. For nore than thirty years, New
Jersey SEED has supported bal anced public
policies that bolster our econony and
enhance our environnent.

| cone before you today to echo the
sentinents of our nenbers and partner
organi zati ons ali ke who believe Arerica's
natural gas and oil resources are the
Il i nchpin for our econony. Looking to the
future, and increase in these limted is
required to strenghten Anerica's donestic
ener gy production and i ndependence.

Current resource estimates of the

Atlantic OCS are hindered by a | ack of data.
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1 Recent undi scovered technically recoverable
2 resource estimates weigh in at over three
3 billion barrels of oil and 31.3 trillion
4 cubic feet of natural gas. Even these
5 estimates stand to be conservati ve ones as
6 sone areas of the Atlantic OCS are |argely
7 unexpl ored and have not benefited fromthe
8 use of new seism c and conputer nodeling
9 t echnol ogi es.
10 At the core of New Jersey SEED s
11 m ssion is the genuine devotion to
12 envoronnentally friendly economc
13 devel opnent. Marine seismc exploration is
14 carefully regul ated by the Federal
15 Gover nnent and nmanaged by the operator who
16 Is commtted to the nonitoring of marine
17 mammal s, the surrounding |levels, and the
18 marine life's proximty to noted excl usion
19 zones. New Jersey SEED commends
20 governnent's efforts to work colsely with
21 all industry to ensure that issues of
22 envi ronnent al or ecol ogi cal harm do not
23 occur. Qur coalition firmy believes we can
24 safely devel op our energy portfolio while
25 still protecting our environnent.
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The benefits of such production trickle
down far beyond energy security. Currently,
the oil and natural gas industry supports
9.2 mllion jobs and delivers nore than $86
mllion per day in revenue to our
governnent. Studies have shown t hat
devel opi ng oil and natural gas reserves in
of fshore waters and ot her Federally
control |l ed areas could create hundreds of
t housands of jobs and generate hundreds of
billions of dollars in revenue for
gover nment prograns.

In order to insure sound investnent
deci sions, we need to begin the research now
and we fully support the governnent's
decision to conduct a seism c anal ysis.

Wth the current data over twenty years ol d,
a new seismc survey woul d undoubtedly give
producers a clearer picture and detail ed
accounting of potential resources. Not only
woul d future natural gas and oil production
| ead to a steady and reliable source of
energy, it would also hel p keep overall

| nput costs stable. In atinme of rising

expendi tures and stagnant revenues their
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benefit to our econony is one we sinply
cannot afford to ignore.

| ask that you consider these points
presented today and urge you to see the
vital role increased production of our oil
and natural gas resources play in
st rengt heni ng our econony.

Thank you for your tine.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Scott Ross.

MR. ROSS: Good afternoon, ny nane is
Scott Ross, and |I'mthe Associate D rector
for the New Jersey Petrol eum Council.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak
to you today about this PEIS, which wll
support the issuance of permts to conduct
geol ogi cal and geophysi cal study activities
on the Atlantic Quter Continental Shelf.

The oil and natural gas industry has a
| ong history of working with the Departnent
of Interior to develop this country's
natural resources to the benefit of the
United States econony and all Anericans.

Qur industry stands ready to invest in

exploration off the Atlantic OCS, and this
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1 PEIS is a needed first step to begin the

2 process of generating the data that w |

3 allow for nore robust estimates of the

4 potential for oil and natural gas

5 devel opnent in this area. Cenerating new

6 data is very inportant for the Atlantic OCS

7 given that current estimtes are based on

8 decades ol d data and have not benefited from

9 t he technol ogi cal advances in seismc

10 surveyi ng conputer nodeling in use by the

11 I ndustry today.

12 Although it is difficult to accurately

13 estimate the anobunt of resources wthout the

14 benefit of drilling, current estinmates are

15 li kely to be conservative given that history

16 has shown that active exploration and

17 devel opnent often | eads to increased

18 resource estinates.

19 However, the belief that noving forward

20 wth this decision can quickly lead to

21 filling the informati on gaps on potenti al

22 Atlantic OCS oil and gas resources is

23 m sgui ded. This gesture falls short in

24 initiating a forward thinking conprehensive

25 energy policy. 1In fact, the data collection
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activities envisioned by the adm nistration
wi Il not |ikely happen unless conpanies are
convi nced the prospects for leasing in the
Atlantic OCS in the near future are real.

As we all know, current OCS policy does
not allow for a lease sale in the Atlantic
until 2017 at the earliest.

It is inportant to renmenber that the
gover nnent does not generate this data,
sei sm c conpani es do, and they generally do
this on a specul ative basis hoping to sell
the data to operators who are | ooking to
purchase | eases in an area. Wth no | ease
sal e scheduled in the Atlantic, and thus no
potential custoners, seismc conpanies have
little incentive to gather new data.

Not including the North Atlantic
planning area in this PEIS is yet another
short sighted policy decision. There is a
great deal of interest in surveying and
eventual |y developing this area. QI and
nat ural gas conpani es need geol ogi cal and
geophysi cal data that they can use to
conpare with geol ogi cal features in other

of fshore areas where there is current oil
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and natural gas production. Wthout this
new data, a significant data gap wll
remain.

We can create nore jobs and generate
nore revenue if allowed to responsibly
devel op and produce here in the United
States nore of the oil and natural gas we
need. But nore devel opnent, especially on
public |lands and Federally controlled
waters, requires that industry and
governnment share a vision of the potenti al
benefits and act as partners to fully
realize them The oil and natural gas
I ndustry already supports 9.2 mllion U S
jobs and 7.7 percent of the U S. econony,
delivers nore than $86 mllion a day in
revenue to our governnent, and since 2000
has invested nmore than $2 trillion in U S.
capital projects to advance all forns of
energy including alternatives.

A Wood Mackenzi e study shows that
devel opi ng offshore areas that had been
subj ect to congressional noritoria until
recently as well as the resources in

Al aska's National WIldlife Refuge and a
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smal | portion of currently unavail able

Federal |lands in the Rockies would lift U S.

crude oil production by as nuch as 2.8
mllion barrels per day in 2025, equival ent
to 30 percent of the nation's current
I nports, increase natural gas production by
6.5 billion cubic feet per day in 2025,
create 530,000 new j obs, and add $206
billion in cumul ati ve governnent revenue by
2025, $196 billion fromthe OCS al one.
These are not |imted to jobs directly
associated with oil and natural gas
devel opnent, but jobs created indirectly by
t hose conpani es that supply equi pnent and
ot her support services both offshore and
onshore as well as construct the
i nfrastructure required to drill offshore.
In addition, offshore devel opnent can
generate nmuch needed revenue to fund
critical services, including roads,
envi ronnment al conservation, and educati on.
We appreciate the opportunity to
coment on this PEIS for geol ogi cal and
geophysi cal studies in the Atlantic OCS and

the oil and natural gas industry stands
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1 ready to invest in safe exploration and

2 devel opnent of the OCS should adm nistration

3 policies change to take full advantage of

4 the opportunities that are present.

5 Thank you.

6 MR. BENNETT: | want to thank everyone

7 for staying pretty close to our tine

8 constraints, and | don't think I nentioned

9 It before, but we wll have an opportunity

10 after all the registered speakers are

11 finished to hear from anyone el se that wants

12 to give a coment to do so at that tine.

13 But we're only about hal fway through

14 right now, and we'd like to give everyone

15 about a five mnute break at this tine.

16 (Wher eupon, a short recess was taken.)

17 MR. BENNETT: | want to thank you for

18 adhering to our tinme constraints.

19 The next speaker is Tom Fagen.

20 MR. FAGEN. Good afternoon, ny nane is

21 Tom Fagen. | cane here today wearing a

22 couple of different hats. Primarily, | just

23 want to talk as a diver, soneone who's knows

24 the ocean. |'malso a union nenber and

25 officer. | know you heard one of these guys
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saying the union was behind this thing. |
know nmy union is not, and |I'mfrom one of
the largest unions in the State, CWA which
supports COA, the O ean Ccean Act.

| don't know where you're all from but
25 years ago al ong the coast right here we
had fish kills, we had nedi cal waste washi ng
up on the beach, we had raw sewage being
dunped, we had chem cal waste bei ng dunped
of f our shores at different sites, we had
plenty of fish kills, we had pipelines
punping mllions of gallons of carcinogenic
wast e every day, and we started working to
stop this and turn it around, and that was
25 years ago when peopl e thought the ocean
was dying and it pretty nuch was.

W' ve worked too hard to now allow this
kind of a risk to return to our ocean and
ruin everything that we've acconpli shed.
There are people who use the ocean, enjoy
the ocean, there are people who rely on it
for their livelihood |Iike the comrerci al
fi shermen, not to nention the citizens of
t he ocean, the fish, the mammals, marine

manmal s.
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As a diver, | use the ocean. | enjoy
it. Sone divers nmake their livelihood from
t he ocean. Sone of us maybe hol d dual
citizenship on land and in the ocean if you
spend enough tinme here. Quite a few years
ago | ruptured both of nmy eardruns diving.
| had to stay out of the water for six weeks
and take antibiotics. You know, when they
rupture the ears of marine manmmal s, they
don't have that option to get out of the
wat er for six weeks and probably no access
to antibiotics.

As a diver, ny ears are very
sensitive. Wwen | go down a hundred feet,
nmy ears bother ne. It takes ne probably
twenty tinmes to dive a hundred feet. | know
what that feels |like under water. Under
wat er sound travels so fast you can't tel
where it's comng from A boat could go
over your head and you can hear it, but you
can't tell where it's comng from Sone
ot her diver can be banging on the side of
t he boat, and you can hear the sound, but
you can't tell what direction it's com ng

from
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So, when you have nmari ne manmmal s and
fish that rely on their hearing in the salt
water to navigate to find their supplies of
food, to find their pods, to find their way
back to wherever they spawn and reporduce a
new generation, the fish, you know, this is
all connected. And to just go up and down
the east coast with this acoustic pollution,
which is what it is, it disorients all of
these manmal s. W don't even know what
those results could be. It could be
devastating to the fishing stocks, to the
mari ne manmal s.

You see what is going on in Peru. In
the last five years, |'ve seen nore dol phin
and whal es right out here off our coast than
| did in the previous twenty conbined. CQur
ocean is rebounding. |It's com ng back from
where it was 25 years ago, it is, because of
the regul ati ons, because of the renoval of
the threats to close the chem cal dunp
sites, to close the chem cal pipelines, the
sewerage treatnent plants. W' ve done all
t hese things, and now we can turn back the

clock by allowing this to proceed.
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We don't need this. This is not going
to make gas a dollar a gallon.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Gregory Model .

MR MODEL: 1'Ill pass.

MR. BENNETT: Theresa Stifel.

M5. STIFEL: Thank you very nuch for
this opportunity to speak. | amjust sorry
that | have to be here to do it because | do
feel very strongly that this proposal should
not have gone forward and shoul dn't be at
this point.

| sincerely oppose the proposed pl an.

It is fundanentally flawed and it is
naturally frustrating to the econom c and
ecol ogic well being of New Jersey and the
whol e eastern coast if it goes forward. The
fishing industry will be underm ned by this
because we all know that fish die, that fish
are killed fromthis, and as a previous
speaker nentioned, I'll go further, there
are many exenpl ary studies that show that
mari ne manmal s are injured and danaged by

this. But they are also even nore
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I nportantly thrown off course fromtheir
entire area, their ability to comunicate
with each other, they're | ost.

Thi nk about being lost in this building
and you can't holler to soneone and it's all
snokey and the lights are out and so forth.
How do you reach out to sonebody to get
out? You've got to hear. You've got to
find sone way out, but you can't. You can't
because, for exanple, if you are doing
seism c surveys out there and you have 200
deci bel s of noise, that is profoundly
damagi ng.

| ama retired industrial hygienist.
I"'ma certified industrial hygienist, and I
did noise surveys. | know what it feels
like to be in a roomwith a hundred and ten
deci bel noise inpacting you. It hits you in
the gut. To think that we have 200 deci bels
bei ng rel eased and havi ng that conti nue, not
conti nuous noise, there's a difference, it
IS I npact, inpact, inpact. And to have that
going on for a period, yes, it drops off to
180 deci bels maybe in half a mle, or maybe

a quarter of a mle, and nmaybe it drops to
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150.

Do you realize the difference? I1f | go
froma hundred to 110 deci bels, |'ve gone up
tenfold. Think about what it takes to go to
160.

So, we're not just tal king about, gee,
It'"s nice, gee, it can't reach where he's
going. W're tal king about true physi cal
injury to animals. Think about it in terns
of spills. And, yes, |'m opposed, totally
opposed, to this plan because it's a gateway
todrill and it's looking in the rear view
mrror that Vice President Biden refused the
Rommey adm ni stration or potenti al
adm nistration of doing. In his
perspective, it's tied to the oil and gas
I ndustry. It's a bloated industry, and it's
an industry that's tied to fossil fuel.

That fossil fuel when it is consuned causes
terrific health inpact and it is al so

rel eases gl obal warm ng gases, green house
gases.

And, yes, Co2, may be half of what coal
I's, but we know, in fact, that it is quite a

problem and we certainly know about
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met hane. |'mnot going into too nuch
detail. | know very nuch what they are. |
amtal king to you because you represent an
adm ni stration that knows even better than
we do what the danage from nethane spills
really has been and what it continues to be.

And don't you try to placate us. W
realize that you are devastating the world.
No industry is comng in and spending the
noney to do a survey out there, which woul d
be very expensive to do, if they do not plan
to recuperate that noney, and they're
planning to do it by extracting this fossil
fuel .

This type of survey is not essential to
have renewabl es off our coast. W want
wi nd, not whal es, off our coast and al ong
the Atlantic Coast. W want this
admnistration to fulfill its obligations.
It's the 21st Century. Think in a new
direction. You are enpowered to | ook at
renewabl es as well as conventional energy
sources. Don't fall into the trap of we
know what we do, we know how we can do it,

and, gee, we have better technol ogy now to
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get those conventional resources.

That's wong. Go for the future. W
do not want this survey. You will force us
back because it is a gateway. And not even
that, because you will injure marine life
that's out there right now and, therefore,
our econony, and the fishing industry, and
our tourismindustry. There are boats that
go out and | ook for these marine mammals to
see them You w Il damage that nerely by
goi ng out and |looking with these types of
surveys that you're going to do.

So, | ask you to please discontinue
this plan and don't go any further.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Ji m Wal sh.

Rachel Dawn Davi s.

M5. DAVIS: Hello, |I'm Rachael Dawn
Davis. |'man organizer on the Food and
Water Watch, which is a national consuner
advocat e organi zation. W have offices
t hroughout the country, including New
Jersey.

Food and Water Watch works to insure
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the food, water, and fish we consune is
saf e, accessible, and sustainable so we can
all enjoy and trust in what we eat and
drink. W help people take charge of where
their food conmes from keep clean,

af fordabl e, public tap water flowng freely
to our hones, protect the environnent
quality of oceans, force governnent to do
its job protecting citizens, and educate
about the inportance of keeping shared
resources under public control.

| amhere today to tell you to reject
this proposal to industrialize our oceans at
t axpayer expense.

The rush to drill on land and in our
oceans is threatening our shared resources
I n ways that are beyond repair. The ocean
bel ongs to all of us, and large oil and gas
rigs wll jeopardize the health and safety
of our beaches, fisheries, and coast al
communities. Qur energy future is at a
crossroads and the path we choose for our
energy future today wll inpact us for
generations to cone. | don't think I need

to say do we need to be rem nded of the BP
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1 di saster? | think we do. That is the road

2 we will be going dowmn if we allow seismc

3 testing off our shore.

4 The disaster in the Gulf of Mexico has

5 shown us a worse case scenario for the

6 danmage that industrialization of the ocean

7 can have on coastal communities, conmercial

8 and recreational fishernen, and our

9 environnent. Al though the well has been

10 capped, we are only beginning to understand

11 t he damage that occured fromthis nassive

12 oil spill.

13 The worst part of this proposal m ght

14 be the fact that the Federal Governnent is

15 subsidi zing big oil by using tax dollars to

16 | ocate oil. W have been asking the Federal

17 Governnent to increase funding for ocean

18 research and the studies of fisheries, but

19 t hey never just could seemto find the

20 noney. They are even trying to close the

21 NOAA facility in Sandy Hook because noney is

22 so tight. Now, they can find the noney to

23 throw out a red carpet for big oil.

24 What happens if we find shale under the

25 ocean floor? | bet people in Atlantic Gty
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woul d pl ace bets on whether or not we would
approve ocean fracking before a pilot w nd
farmis established.

Put the health and well being of our
coastal conmunities, fisheries, and oceans
above the profits of oil giants and reject
this proposal.

MR. BENNETT: Robert Benecanper.

MR. BENECAMPER Yes. M nane is
Robert Benecanper. |'ma resident of Brick
Townshi p, New Jersey, and | volunteer with
Cl ean Ocean Action, and, actually, over the
past several years | have had the privilege
to speak to several thousands of citizens on
this subject, and | can tell you wth
authority that 90 percent of those people
agree wth everyone here who spoke agai nst
it. The other ten percent, five percent are
undeci ded and the final five work for the
oi | conpani es.

|'"d like to read you a paragraph from
the |l atest Smithsoni an Magazi ne under the
headi ng of ten things we've | earned about
the earth since last Earth Day. Item©6 is

the oceans are in bigger trouble than we
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1 t hought. The annual state of ocean report

2 published in July by an international team
3 of experts concluded that things were far

4 worse in the ocean ecosystemthan previously
5 feared. The range of stresses including

6 rising sea tenperatures, over fishing, and

7 certification of pollution have conbined to
8 threaten extinction for many aquati c species
9 i ncl udi ng those that create coral reef. W
10 have under estimated the overall risks to

11 report noted in the whole of marine

12 segregation is greater than sone of its

13 parts.

14 Thi ngs we have learned. | amnot sure
15 we have learned. Sinply put, we cannot

16 continue to do things to harmthe marine

17 environnent. Seismc testing and offshore
18 drilling are too harnful to be allowed. The
19 oi | conpani es have the opportunity to becone
20 energy conpani es. Forward thinking energy
21 | ooks to the future through research on
22 other forns of energy and creates jobs for
23 the people in the oil industry now for the
24  future.
25 Thank you.
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1 MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

2 Jean Mari e Donahue.

3 M5. DONAHUE: Hello, ny nane's Jean

4 Mari e Donahue. | ama senior nmanager at

5 Water Spirit. Water Spirit is an ecol ogy

6 and spirituality program based in El beron,

7 New Jersey. W are sponsored by the Sisters

8 of Saint Joseph of Peace, but we are

9 I ncl usive of people of all faith. W

10 advocate and educate on water issues.

11 Begi nning the process for future oil

12 drilling with seismc surveys is a short

13 sighted plan for harvesting energy for the

14 future. \When we think of power known to

15 generate energy, we have to also take into

16 account are we keeping the bal ance of

17 creation. W believe that all creationis

18 sacred, and we have a responsibility as

19 human beings to protect the bal ance through

20 whi ch creation works. For people of faith,

21 and there are many people of faith, that is

22 a sacred trust.

23 There's enough evi dence that seismc

24 surveys lead to oil and gas drilling and

25 they disrupt this balance. QI drilling has
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been proven agai n and again damaging to
water, to ecosystens, to human life, and to
nature. The oil industry has a proven track
record of spills, and | eaks, and destruction
to the environnent. This isn't just in the
United States, unfortunately. |It's all over
the world as recently seen in N geria and
Brazil.

Besi des the destructive environnental
hi story, our consunption of fossil fuels is
directly contributing to climate change, the
disertification of Earth, creating
envi ronnent al refugees, consributing to
severe weat her, and causi ng human
I 1l nesses.

Conbi ned, all of these clean up
recoveries and assi stance to people in need
costs us billions and billions of dollars,
and we now know it doesn't have to be this
way. We now know it does not have to be
this out of bal ance for creation.

Grant it, oil and gas are our current
sources of energy. W collectively as a
peopl e and people of faith should be

pl anni ng on novi ng towards having oil and
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gas becone our energy sources of the past.
Qur future is in the primry sources of
energy that can live in harnony and bal ance
with water, ecosystens, nature, and earth,
and these sources include solar, geothernal,
w nd, and tidal energy.

We are here to say enough is enough.
We are smarter than this, we are better than
this, and our care, creation, and protection
of water is a primary responsibility for us
as human beings. This is reckless for us to
be planning to drill for oil and gas in
extrene new places that were previously off
limt. Just |look at the destruction that
has happened in the Gulf as one of the
exanpl es of why we shoul d not be planning
our future on oil. W invite everyone to
| ook at the study done by Marc Jacobson at
Stanford University, and Mark Del ucchi of
the University of California, Davis, that
shows definitively the world can transition
globally to clean, renewable energy wth
today's technol ogy, that is, today's
technol ogy, in the next 20-to-40 years.

We have recently read article after
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article and study after study that show the
transition to clean, safe energy will be
good for the econony, provide sustainable
job gromth overall, and provide our country
Wi th secure, reliable energy sources and
ener gy i ndependence, while at the sane tine
creating a nore sustainable balance wth
creation.

We are norally and ethically outraged
by the fossil fuel corporations' continual
dom nance in running our energy public
policy and attenpting to force yet another
wave of oil and gas drilling in the ocean.
This is reckless and it's damaging to
creation. The seismc surveys should not be
allowed to go forward. Let's plan for a
bal ance of creation. Let's plan for a
future in clean, renewabl e, safe energy that
can be harvested in harnony with our
environnment and with creation.

So, obviously, we're for Alternative C

Thank you.

MR BENNETT: Thank you.

Tom Neugebauer.

MR. NEUGEBAUER: Thank you.
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My nane i s Tom Neugebauer, and |'m not
going to be one of the nost popul ar people
in the roomtoday. |'mhere today wth
TGS- NOPEC CGeophysi cal Conmpany, and |'m here
today representing the International
Associ ati on of CGeophysical Contractors,

I ACG

The 1ACG is the international trade
associ ation representing the industry that
provi des geophysical services to the energy
I ndustry, including both the conventi onal
and renewabl e sectors.

There's been a | ot of points nade on
behal f of the points the | GC believes in,
and | have about five mnutes here, but |
want to keep themshort. |[|'Il hand the
st enographer ny witten coments, and the
| GC is sending over sone nore witten
comrent s.

One of the things | wanted to tal k
about was the need for geophysical data and
the reasons for geophysical data. As you
know, geophysical surveys are one of the
very first tools used in the exploration

process and when applied early in the
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expl oration process will aid exploration and
producti on conpanies in focusing their
analysis and illum nate the npbst prospective
areas for future oil and natural gas

expl orati on.

That data is just not good enough. |
t hi nk everyone woul d agree and under st and
that technology is good and, in essence, to
understand what is the resource potential we
have. | think that's a very val uabl e
guestion that we need to answer, and the
only way to properly answer that question is
w t h geophysical seismc data. The research
potential is a responsibility that we have
to the nation, to our people, and to our
children to fully understand.

But taking the next step to extract
that resource, that is a whole different
guestion, one that the citizens for each
state need to again discuss wth governnent
With their representatives. From our
standpoi nt, we are in support of new data
and we are in favor of seismc surveys. W
are not in support of the forty kil oneters

source separation that is proposed in
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Al ternative B.

Not wi thstandi ng, we have had recent
geol ogi cal and geophysical permts provided
in the Gulf of Mexico for both the western
and central planning areas that contain this
mtigation neasure that were not based on
any (i naudible).

The areas of offshore Nova Scotia that
have existing seismc data is also critical
I n under standi ng the basis.

One other thing is when we tal k about
seism c surveys, these surveys are a short
duration. The source enters a signal that's
a short duration and a very | ow frequency
signal. There are studies that have been
undertaken on this point, and there is no
scientific evidence to show that there is
any popul ation that is reduced to an
endanger ed speci es.

We have over fifty years of experience
in the Gulf of Mexico OCS as well as forty
years of experience in the Artic OCS. |GC
conducts our operations in a highly
environnental ly friendly nmanner.

W have tal ked about the use of MMO s,
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1 and we use those techniques currently in the
2 @l f of Mexico and in the Artic to mnimze
3 the risk to mari ne mammal s.

4 The other thing I'd like to say to the
5 audi ence today, | do have exanpl es of

6 seismc information that shows the advances
7 that we've processed over the last ten years
8 in the Gulf of Mexico. | also have sone

9 exanpl es of data that resulted fromoffshore
10 New Jersey and offshore North Carolina for
11 peopl e to evaluate, and | ook, and see the

12 information that is currently at hand and

13 currently available to both governnent and
14 I ndustry for this eval uation.

15 | also have, if people are interested,
16 the mtigation operations that we have

17 enpl oyed to protect the environnent. | can
18 al so tal k about the nodern geophysi cal

19 operations. | also have sound energy in the
20 ocean.
21 | thank you today for the opportunity
22 to speak and thank you for |istening.
23 MR. BENNETT: Thank you.
24 Si none Heal y.
25 M5. HEALY: Hi, I'm Sinone Healy. | am
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not here on any official basis as a
representative of any group.

I'm quite frankly, here because |I'm
curiously disgusted at even the possibility
of this happening. | think the relationship
bet ween big oil and our governnent has
becone so glaringly, grotesquely close that
t he people are going to have to organi ze and
officially say no way, no way is this
happeni ng off our coast. W're not allow ng
It period.

Seismic testing is sonic warfare
agai nst the ocean, all of the life that
lives init, and all the people who |ive on
t he coast who care about that life.

There is nothing el se you can say about
it. In Peru, there were thousands of
dol phin | ast week washing up on shore with
bl ood pouring out of their ears fromsonic
testing. Wiy do you need to do this testing
If not to drill?

Good news, we can all go hone because
we are not allowing drilling off our coast
in New Jersey. Al up along the Atlantic

Seaboard is the | ast place, the |ast
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coastline where there's no drilling for oil
all oned. We have stood our ground so far,
and we are going to continue to do so.

There's no point. W are not going to

have it.
Thank you.
That's all.
MR, BENNETT: Tom Mor gan.
MR. MORGAN: |'m Tom Morgan

representing Sea Surfers Environnent al
Al l1ances International Goup. W're
dedi cated to preserving the ocean
envi ronnent, the sea environnent, and beach
access. W spearhead for certain reserve,
I nternational certain reserve in California,
Santa Barbara, and we're seeking to reserve
one in Australia.

| heard sone talk earlier and | noticed
there was sone reference to noderate damage
to the marine envoronnent. This is a very
graphic picture of the dead dol phin that
washed up on the beach in Peru. It's
unacceptable. If you are not an
environnental i st, you nay be from an

econom ¢ standpoint, or froma voter right
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1 standpoint, this may have sone gravity.

2 Wien you | ook at these dead dol phin,

3 it's clear that blood is pouring out of

4 their ears. |It's clear that they're dead,

5 and it's clear that there are nmultiple

6 fatalities.

7 Looki ng at that picture, what | have

8 here for your review, if you would |ike, you

9 have to think of the inpact being done to

10 the environnent. |, nyself, find it

11 egregious as a father and as just a person

12 that lives here in Atlantic Cty. | live

13 right up the street, 37 Light House Court,

14 born and rai sed down here, former Gty

15 Solicitor here in Atlantic Cty, and forner

16 denocratic chair.

17 And, you know, this isn't about

18 politics. This is not a partisanship. [It's

19 not a denocratic or a republican issue.

20 It's a human issue and how it inpacts our

21 environnent. |If sonmething were to occur,

22 say, If sonebody wal ked in here right now

23 with a football uniformon and sat down, you

24 would think that was very odd, woul dn't

25 you? | would. | think it's odd that people
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woul d conduct this seismc drilling if they
were seismc drilling, seismc testing, if
they weren't going to drill for oil. That's

a non start. W already have a noritorium
in place. People have voted on this.

And | can assure the BCEMif this does,
i f this is even under renote consideration,
that there's going to be a public outcry. |
find it odd that sone of the gentlenen here
earlier that spoke, and then they left, you
know, in suits, they canme here representing
special interests. They canme here
representing the right to do this.

We are here as citizens. MW
organi zati on, we have thousands of nenbers
across the country, and it was odd that this
was in the mddle of our workday. Not many
peopl e could show, but the people that did
show here volunteered. Everybody that sat
up on the executive board could see,
everybody on that executive board is
vol unt eers.

kay?

And | find that you get nore m | eage

out of volunteers because they're people
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t hat have a passion behind their rights,
their civil rights, to speak out agai nst
this. And, oddly enough, we were kind of
questioned earlier when we were down in a
public place what we were doing, and there's
certain constitutional rights that are

i nvolved with this. And | notice that we
have a court reporter here. And | renenber
in ny twenty years of trial practice that
when you're in court, you are engaged to the
Judge, but you marry the record. And for
public record s sake, there is at |east a
ten to one ratio here of people speaking out
against this, which is a pretty telling
nunber .

And those people are not here because
they are being paid. Those people are here
because we are concer ned.

We are concerned to have our marine
mammal s deci mated and dying. This isn't
about noderate, and there's no options.
There's no Option A, Option B, Option C
There's no options. It's C.  There is
not hing that should start because if it

starts, there's going to be such a public
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outcry and people are going to represent
that outcry in their votes and the way that
t hey speak to other people about who they're
going to vote for because this is a non
starter.

Regar dl ess of how nuch noney the oil
I ndustry wants to invest in this, | can
assure you that there wll be accountability
to the politicians, to BOEM to the
Departnent of the Interior. And that's not
a threat. That's just a fact.

kay?

| was paddling out through the inlet
this nmorning and the sun's comng up, it was
a beautiful day. | took the day off to be
here because |'m an educator here in
Atlantic Cty. After twenty years of
practicing law, | had enough of that. But
|'"'m paddling out in the inlet and there was
a pod of dol phin feeding on feeder fish, and
the pod was about maybe twelve to fifteen
dol phin. And |'m paddling out, the sun's
comng up, it was awesone. It was a great
experience, sonething that everybody shoul d

have a right to enjoy. The dol phin swam
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al ong the paddl eboard for a while, and then
went their own separate ways.

But if you're not an environnentali st
and that doesn't float your boat, | also
have a few businesses in town here as well,
and froman econom c standpoint, | don't
know where that guy was fromthat was here
speaki ng about the New Jersey Chanber of
Commerce. | nean, | belong to the Atlantic
County Chanber of Conmmerce, the Atlantic
City Chanber of Commerce, and | have never
heard of those guys before.

Ckay?

And the problemw th today's hearing is
it'"s in the mddle of a workday and a | ot of
people can't be here because they can't take
off a day to be here. | chose to do that,

t he ot her people here chose to do that, to
mss their work. But the econom c inpact
that this would have to the Jersey Shore, |
live 800 yards fromthe Revel Hotel Casino
down here in the inlet. They have a $3
billion investnent on that beach and they
get their entire business plan revol ves

around t he beach, the ocean, the sea, and
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enbracing that life style. It's an economc
commodity here at the shore that enpl oys
tens of thousands of people. It feeds their
famlies along with the fishing industry.

If this happens, it kills fish. It
kills marine mammal s. Dol phin are going to
wash up on the shore here and fish will wash
up on the shore in the thousands. Wat's
that going to do for our tourismindustry?

Again, if you are not an
environnentalist, if you are an economn st,
| ook at that, what it's going to do to this
econom ¢ environnent. Senator Menedez spoke
about it through his proxy earlier. It
can't happen. It won't happen. If it does
happen, if you | ose that exploratory phase
t hrough the seismc harmthat it's doing to
t hese dol phin, then we can tal k about how it
i npacts them It kills them Regardless of
how it kills them it kills them Because
what it does is it scranmbles their brain and
it comes, you know, so much vibration in the
water, it kills fish and it kills everything
in its path.

And | don't know if anybody here, and
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" msure the board nenbers here, you've been
out and played in the ocean, you know, and
you' ve been under water for a mnute and you
can hear this notor boat and you put your
head up, you know, is this thing com ng
right at nme, and it is about a mle offshore
and you can see it as it passes you. |It's
unbel i evabl e how sound travels in salt

wat er .

So, this is not just a matter of this
doesn't inpact New Jersey, New Jersey's on
the borderline. This will kill marine
mammals. |t will kill everything that's
wthin at | east a hundred, two hundred mles
of it.

So, that seismc exploration, as nuch

as we want to sugar coat that, it's going to

kill mammals, it's going to hurt our econony
here at the Jersey Shore. | nean, for
selfish reasons, | have a famly | have to

support and our busi nesses revol ve around

it. We have a surf school down here. In ny
md life crises, you know, | opened a surf
school. And we | ove what we do. W have an

envi ronnent al conponent in our school, and

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on 04/27/2012

© 00 N oo 0o b~ w N P

N DD N N NMNMDN P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0N O Ol A WO N —» O

just fromthat standpoint alone, the thought
of killing anything in the ocean, you know,
mari ne manmal s especially that it's just
unacceptable and it woul d deci mate our
econony here.

Atlantic City, turn off the lights.
Because I'Il tell you right now, if for a
mnute, | nean, this convention center, you
want conventions to cone here, they want to
cone here to tens of thousands of gallons of
barrels of oil washing up on the Jersey
Shore, or thousands of dol phin and marine
mammal s washi ng up on the coast, people
aren't going to want a part of that. So,
you mght as as well just turn out the
lights in Atlantic Gty. Turn out the
lights at the Jersey Shore.

But it's not just our community. It's
every community along the eastern seaboard.
This is the last existing non oil drilled
deci mat ed ocean envi ronnment here on the east
coast. And | think that John F. Kennedy
said it properly years ago. He said we are
all part of the sea. W're all part of the

sea, and he noted this. He said the sane
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anmount or the percentage of salt in our
bodies and in our tears is the sane that's
in the ocean. And he also noted that where
society and the world kind of becane corrupt
or dirty, the sea cleanses. It's |ike every
time you dive in the ocean, you know, you
feel that, you know, that that taint washed
off of you, and that says a | ot.

And JFK said years ago, | think it was
like 1963 in a private interview, but |
think it's very salient conditions today, in
that sea and surf that we have here with our
ocean environnent, if we don't protect that,
If we don't enmbrace it, if we don't cherish
that, we're done. As a civilizatin, we are
done.

Thank you very nmuch for the opportunity
to speak today.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Egan St ani sh.

M5. STANI SH:  Egan St ani sh.

Good afternoon. | am an education
coordinator for the Cean Ccean Action, and
every day | teach and | earn about the

| nportance of a cl ean ocean.
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Thank you very nmuch for the opportunity
to be here today. The future of our ocean
starts here, and with this proposal our
ocean, our ports, and our clean coastal
econony are depending on you to choose
Alternative C

First, let nme echo the statenents of
t hose made before ne. These surveys w ||
only benefit oil conpanies and only oil
drilling that will cone to the Atlantic.
Both of these end results are unacceptabl e.

Second, there are many inpacts to our
mari ne ecosystem fromthese surveys that
have not been raised in i nmediate focus on
of fshore drilling. There are only 400 North
Atlantic right whales left. Any inpact to
this critically endangered popul ation is
unacceptabl e. Inpact of these surveys on
scuba divers has not been assessed as they
should be, and it is a significant cause for
concer n.

The cunul ative i npact of these surveys
has not yet been adequately assessed. This
I s the nost densely popul ated stretch of

coastline and the coastal ecosystemis under
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a great anmount of threat from (inaudi bl e)
and from ot her conditions that affect

habitat | oss and clinmate change. Adding
killer air gun blasts in the mx is a recipe
for disaster.

Third, this programsays it's for
renewabl e energy exploration as well as oil
and gas. Blasting seismc sound waves mles
into the sea floor is not needed for
renewabl es, just for oil. Anything
otherwse is a lie.

Fourth, our systemin environnental |aw
I S supposed to protect our whales,
fisheries, and coastal resources, not nake

t hem subordinate to the interests of big

oi | .

Finally, let me be clear. Drilling for
oil inthe Atlantic will not |ead to cheaper
gas this Sumrer. It puts our entire econony

and our entire coastline at risk. The
energy conpanies want you to think that this
I's new technology. It isn't. They have
better conputers to plan drilling
operations, but the inpact is the sane,

under water exploration. There's nothing
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1 new t here.

2 So, leave the Atlantic alone. W want
3 a cl ean ocean zone.

4 MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

5 Regi na Shadl ey.

6 M5. SHADLEY: Good afternoon, ny nane

7 IS Regina Shadley. I'mfrom Ccean Cty, and
8 "' m cof ounder of a South Jersey G oup called
9 Cure, Cean, and Repair.

10 And one of our first, we, actually,

11 formed as a result of the oil spill in the
12 @ul f, and one of our first battles with many
13 ot her groups from Li nden, New Jersey, down
14 to South Jersey was to try and stop the

15 carbon sea frustration off the coast of

16 Atlantic Gty when the oil conpanies tried
17 to store liquified carbon under the ocean

18 bed. And that scam was prevented by the

19 peopl e, the good people of New Jersey, all
20 of us got together and did this.
21 | really can't believe this. Here it
22 Is, April 27th, 2012, and still the nessage
23 IS not sinking in to the policy nmakers and
24 to our leaders that the day for fossil fuels
25 Is done. |It's dead. No anount of nopney can
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1 liven up that dead horse. Not hing.
2 The billions that we, the taxpayers,
3 have given the fossil fuel industry is over
4 $72 billion of our noney between 2002 and
5 2008 in subsidies. Wwy? So they can
6 destroy us and our future generations?
7 It's like an old dog. It's like
8 lipstick on a pig. | nean, to spend this
9 anount of noney doing this kind of a program
10 Is absolutely insane and it's absolutely
11 insulting to the Planet Earth and the people
12 that live here. Here we are in Atlantic
13 Cty and there's not even a supermarket for
14 the nei ghborhood. There's not one
15 supermarket for the people who live in
16 Atlantic Cty.
17 W have a | ot of young people who have
18 no hope and no jobs, and yet here we are
19 contributing to these conpanies that are
20 seemingly rich and as greedy as hell trying
21 to get nore noney to do nore construction.
22 For what? W are not benefiting at all from
23 it. In fact, it's choking off every good
24 programthat the noney should be going to,
25 | i ke, food stanps, |ike, education.
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64 schools are going to be closed in
Phi |l adel phia. And it also |eads to wars.
You know, this scranble over mnerals
wherever they are, in the Congo, wherever
they are, under the ocean, and for oil in
renote areas |i ke Afgani stan or wherever
they are, | nean, it's fueling the end of
our whole civilization. And, neanwhile, the
big, fat cats who nake up the one percent of
our whol e popul ation are | aughing their ways
to the bank.

And | really appeal to you. New Jersey
Is second in the nation for solar power, and
South Jersey contributes 25 percent to
renewabl e energy. | would ask that Option C
be the one that's proposed by you, the
nessengers, fromthe people here, and I am
hopi ng that the nessage we get through is
that in the end we can't eat noney.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: John Wber.

MR. WEBER: Jonat han H Wber, with one
B, for the stenographer's sake.

| work for the Surf Rider Foundation on

t he Northeast Regional Master. Surf Rider
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has ei ghty chapters around the country. The
menbers are all volunteers. W have 250, 000
masters, supporters, and activists around
the country.

Three years ago to the nonth, the
Secretary of the Interior was standing right
there at that podiumin this room If it
wasn't this room it sure | ooked incredibly
just like this room

Ckay.

It was a bigger room It was upstairs,
but there was about 350 people in this room
that all wanted to speak to himand tell him
what they thought about what was proposed at
that tinme, which was the actual |easing of
sonme of this stuff in the Atlantic. But I
was one of the lucky ones. | was one of the
chosen few that got to speak to him
directly, and what | was able to do was to
hand hima petition with 20,000 people's
signatures on it that we had gathered, the
Surf Rider Foundation had gathered, in the
course of a couple of weeks leading up to
this hearing once we knew it was happeni ng,

and we handed it to himand we thought that
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made a pretty good i npression.

We're back now. W have a |lot fewer
peopl e, but that's just a quick history of
three years ago.

Alittle closer to two years ago one of
our Surf R der Foundation nenbers in Florida
was so upset by the prospect of offshore oil
drilling in his State of Florida in state
waters, he said | want sone kind of
denonstrati on where people go out to the
beaches for ten mnutes and hold hands, join
hands, across the sand to nmake a statenent
agai nst offshore oil drilling. And a couple
t housand people canme out in Florida for that
at several different |ocations, and they
t hought it was an amazi ng success.

So, they said let's do this nationally,
and this was before the deep water disaster
a few years ago.

So, in June of 2010 hundreds of
t housands of peopl e joined hands across the
sand in this country and around the world
all making a statenent that they did not
want of fshore oil drilling of any type, and

this was sonething that was pl anned before
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the deep water disaster.

So, there was a huge response agai nst
this. You know, the seismc survey testing
I's not that exactly and that's why there's
not that nmany people here because there's a
| ot nore people when there's a prospect of
drilling happening or a new | ease i s going
out in the Atlantic.

So, needless to say, I'min favor of
Option Three. | just wanted to summari ze,
but so far the foundation for a long tine
has said this is not the answer. W have a
general website called not the answer, if
you want to go to that. People in the room
should definitely visit it.

And since | nentioned the deep water
hori zon di saster, our chapters in Florida
have conpleted a study finding there's oil
and di sbursenents still washing up on the
beaches. And, obviously, thereis alink to
It at our website, surf rider dot org, and
there's a link to those chapters. It's a
two hundred page report on their website, if
you want to go and read that. |If you are a

little less anbitious, there's a 21 page
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narrative also avail able on the website.

And if you're even |l ess anbitious than that,
there's a two page sunmary fromthe nedi a
and type.

But go give a | ook because they're
still finding oil and disbursenents two
years later. But, of course, you know, the
Governnent, and BP, and everybody says
everything's fine. This is what these
people reported. This is a gateway to
drilling, and this what we don't want is
drilling.

The United States Governnent even says
I f we have all these recoverabl e resources
and sonehow brought themon line all at the
sane tine, it's not going to change the
price at the punp. Fossil fuels nake us
think that, you know, gas prices are too
hi gh, so we have to drill. It's just not
related. The U.S. Governnent says it wll
bring the price of gas down by three cents
in twenty years. Twenty years from now
we'll pay three cents less at the punp.
That's not the answer.

W all know what the answers are. W

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on 04/27/2012

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N P

N DD N N NMDMDN P P P PP P PP
o A W N P O © 0N O Ol A WO N —» O

need renewabl e energy. W have not even
touched the surface of energy conservation
or energy efficiency. W have not even
scratched the surface yet.

There's actually sone pretty good
energy efficiency going on in this room
right? This is a rarity. You know, you
walk in a roomand the [ights are bl azing or
whatever. My pet peeve is | drive around in
the mddle of the day and | drive over the
Verezano Bridge and there's hundreds and
hundreds of street lights that are on all
day every day. W use oil and gas to nake a
| ot of electricity, and we haven't even
started to turn out the lights yet.

So, this is why people think this is so
foolish because we haven't even scratched
the surface yet. | know your job is energy
devel opnent offshore. So, energy
conservation's not your job. But this is
why the people are upset because we haven't
even scratched the surface.

So, in that sense, it doesn't nake
sense to do the things that we know we need

to do. W all need a clean ocean zone, and
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1 we like it this way. You have heard very

2 el oquently why people like it this way. W
3 need to keep it this way with a cl ean ocean
4 zone.

5 And to summarize, we |like Option C

6 Thanks very nuch.

7 MR. BENNETT: G eg Cesar.

8 No G eg?

9 Col by Ti ppi n.

10 M5. TIPPIN. How do you do? M nane is
11 Colby Tippin. I'ma resident of this

12 pl anet .

13 | don't represent anybody but nyself

14 and ny heart and ny conpassion for wld

15 life, for nother nature, for a better

16 envi ronnent, for human conpassion. W are
17 the only species on this planet that is

18 notivated by greed and profit. There's no
19 ot her animal or plant on this planet that
20 takes nore than they need.
21 | think this whole issue is about greed
22 and profit, and it is not about gl obal
23 | ssues or inprovenent for the quality of
24 life for us or for the mammals. | amnot a
25 speaker. |I'mnot even very well| educat ed.
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But | would like to invite you to think
about the mammal s and the green life com ng
to the Iand and disturbing the quality of
your |ife and having their world put upon
you, and | think that's what this whole
thing is going to do to the mari ne manmal s.

We are very arrogant to think that we
can have our own way with this planet
because we're going to have our way to our
own deat h.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Carry Ann Bernstein.

M5. BERNSTEIN: Good afternoon, thank
you for this opportunity. Carry Ann
Bernstein, recently retired, but | was
Atlantic City recycling coordi nator and
cl ean comm ttee coordinator for al nost 25
years and |'ve spent a lot of tinme by the
beach and by the water.

Socretes said w sdom out wei ghs any
wealth. |In Al aska the oil conpani es got
away Wi th nurder and the area never fully
recovered. The @Gulf Coast, the nightmare's
still in play. Human victins have not

received their due, and let's not forget the
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environnmental and marine |ife disaster.

As a third generation Atlantic Gty'n,
| amhorrified at the thought of wind farns
off AC, drilling for oil, the catastrophic
i npact on marine life, and other negative
exanples. A glaring area of concern, we
still do not have a realistic way of
containing oil spills in any renotely
expedi ti ous manner.

Bl ue sea as far as you can see, no oil
spills for you or ne. That's ny notto. CQur
new slogan is do Atlantic Cty. Shouldn't
we do Atlantic Gty? In Qorah Wnfrey's
words, if it doesn't feel right, don't do
it. That's the lesson. Even doubt neans
don't. It doesn't feel right, and there is
no doubt. Does AC equal Atlantic Gty or
absol ute catastrophe waiting to happen?

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: Jeffrey Hoffer.

MR. HOFFER  Good afternoon, ny nane is
Jeffrey Hoffer. | amthe cochair of the
South Jersey Chapter of the Surf Rider
Foundation. | amalso a vol unteer

coordinator in the Cean Ccean Action in the

Huseby, Inc.
1230 West Morehead Street, #408, Charlotte, NC 28208

www.huseby.com
(704) 333-9889



BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on 04/27/2012

© 00 N o 0o b~ w N P

N DD N N NDMDN P P P PP PRk
o A W N P O © 0N O Ol A WO N +— O

South Jersey Region. 1'ma volunteer for
the Marine Mammal Stranding Center. |1'ma
surfer. |I'ma charter boat captain. |[|'ve

lived by the ocean all ny life.

In 1972, | stepped in oil in Del aware.
We used to have to have zippo lighter fluid
next to our door just to go honme because of
oil on our beaches back then fromthe spil
froma vessel traveling by. |[If drilling is
al l owed offshore, if seismc activity is
al | owned of fshore, nunerous things are going
t o happen.

Nunber one, marine mammals and fish are
either going to be damaged in their brains,
in their bodies, their hearing apparatus.
They' ||l be driven away fromthe area. |If
oil gets spilled or sonething happens on the
bottom all the scallops and cl ammers are
going to be out of a job. Nobody's going to
be able to eat that. And there are billions
of dollars, tourismdollars, related to the
beaches, and from Maine all the way down to
Florida they're in jeapordy.

My famly owns an oil and gas conpany.

['"'mnot going to say the nane to not
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j eapordize ny famly. W sold our holdings

in BP. W do not drill offshore. | know
seismc 3D. | know fracking. Trust ne, |
know it.

What you want to do offshore is
absol utely unacceptable. W have enough oill

on dry land to get us by.

Thank you.
VR. BENNETT: M chael Donovan.
VR. DONOVAN: "' m M chael Donovan.

We have no shortage of w se people.

And when we don't listen to them we live at
a certain peril that is quite unbelievable
especially in the 21st Century.

One of the Soloff's, one of the w ser
people that | renmenber, and | renenber
neeting him was Jacque Coustoe. Coustoe in
his final years said that he wanted people
to hear his apology. He spent his career
tal ki ng about the dangers to under sea
creatures, and he didn't inmagine until it
was too late, he was in his |last year, he
didn't imagine that all the tinme we, we
humans, are endangering. He used that word,

endanger i ng.
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1 Peopl e don't tal k about Coustoe
2 anynore, and Lester Brown isn't tal ked about
3 much. Yet at the same tinme, he said, he
4 said that this generation of ours is the
5 first in the entire history of humanity, and
6 t hat goes back how many t housands of
7 generations, in the entire history of
8 humani ty no other generation has faced the
9 probl ens, he said, that the earth we inhabit
10 may be uni nhabitable, the first.
11 Now, the nice people of Atlantic Gty
12 have conme here, essentially, to tell you
13 that, and they're telling you that in a
14  forceful way. They are talking about
15 standi ng up against big oil and a
16 t hought| ess governnment. An attorney here
17 was telling you about sonme constitutional
18 rights that people are beginning to gather
19 for thensel ves to use.
20 Face the fact that this is the final
21 generation. W are not going to allowthis
22 pl anet to be uninhabitable. W are going to
23 fight this, and we are going to fight it
24 with everything that we have.
25 That's all | have to say.
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MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

That concludes the list of registered
speakers.

Di d anyone register to speak that was
not given the opportunity to speak?

Pet er Hughes.

MR. HUGHES:. Peter Hughes from Cape
May, New Jersey.

My livelihood and the livelihood of ny
famly, and friends, and coworkers is solely
existing on what lives in the ocean in a
sust ai nabl e manner.

| cane here today to educate nyself on
the issues at hand. | was unaware of this
meeting until yesterday and didn't decide
until this nmorning that | was going to
attend and |'mvery happy that | did.

| would lIike the opportunity to submt
witten cooments, but | would like the
opportunity to ask you to extend that
comment period until June 30th. |If
possi ble. There are a |l ot of people. From
what | understand from your other public
hearing in states south of New Jersey, there

wasn't any representation from conmerci al
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fishernen, and | find that very
di sheart eni ng.

So, there's a | ot of people who are
ignorant to the fact that this is taking
place. So, | think that a | onger conment
period, a thirty day extension to the
comment period, is not unreasonable to ask.
And, like | said, | canme for the education,
and | got quite an education.

Thank you for allowing ne to nake ny
coment .

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

M5. HARPER My nane's Mary Harper, and
"' mone of the vol unteer people who have the
time to attend hearings during the day. |
understand there were hearings in other
| ocations at night to all ow working people
to attend, but none were schedul ed here.
Maybe you think people in Atlantic Cty
don't work, but they do. And people
t hr oughout New Jersey do too. Sone people
had to drive three and four hours to get
here today.

| attended the hearing with Secretary

Sal azar a coupl e years ago here and spoke
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1 about ny personal opposition to oil drilling
2 off our coast. | ama volunteer with the

3 Mari ne Mammal Stranding Center, with New

4 Jersey Fish and Wild life, and with U S.

5 Fish and Wld Life. | don't represent any

6 of those organizations here and what | am

7 saying is just on ny own behal f.

8 | am kind of appalled that our New

9 Jersey fishernen, our sports fishhernen, and
10 our commerci al fishernen were not appri sed
11 of this neeting, the proposal, or any other
12 matters. | found out about it because the
13 director of the Stranding Center sent ne an
14 E-mail and said that this hearing was

15 happeni ng.

16 So, | don't knowif it's a secret

17 public hearing, or how well this was

18 publicized. W don't read the Federal

19 Regi ster, generally, every day here in
20 Atlantic Cty. And, so, maybe public
21 noti ces need to be nore w de spread.
22 So, that's disturbing to ne.
23 At the hearing a couple of years ago,
24 Secretary Sal azar asked ne after it was very
25 clear I was opposed to drilling, but would I
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1 be opposed to seismc testing. At the tine,

2 | didn't even know what seismc testing

3 was. | have since | earned what seisnmc

4 testing is. So, | wuld like to say for the

5 record that, yes, now that | have educated

6 nysel f about what it is and what the damage

7 Is to our friends in the ocean and to us as

8 a result, I amopposed to seismc testing

9 here off our coast and all the way down to

10 Fl ori da.

11 It's kind of crazy. It seens a little

12 I nsane to ne that we have regul ati ons

13 regardi ng what this man can bring hone and

14 sell to the rest of us to eat, but it is

15 perfectly all right for this man to go out

16 and kill thirteen thousand nmari ne manmal s

17 and God knows how many fish to find out

18 what's on the ocean floor or what's under

19 the ocean floor. Doesn't that seemcrazy to

20 you?

21 It seens really insane. How can he be

22 prevented and he be permtted to commt the

23 sanme act? |'ve worked all ny life to

24 protect the species that remain here on this

25 earth wwth us. |1've worked ny entire life,
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and you can see | am ol d.

Ckay?

It is crazy, and that is sinple, even
to some of us who are sinple mnded. Sone
of us do have degrees al so, by the way, and
| am one of them

Ckay?

And we don't need things sinplified for
us. That's a little insulting. W are
conpl ex people here in New Jersey. W are
educated. W know what we are tal king
about. W |ove our ocean. W' re passionate
about it, and we would |ike consideration in
bei ng gi ven proper and due notice of public
nmeeti ngs and having the people who are
actually like the partners of our governnent
in this whol e endeavor here who live in the
United States |ike our fisherman included in
di scussion that will affect all of our
lives, and | think it is inproper that that
wasn't done.

Thank you.

MR. BENNETT: |Is there anyone el se who
has not had an opportunity to speak?

MR. DEAR Gene Dear, |'ma scuba
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di ver.

Di fferent people have nentioned the
possi bl e i npact of seeing dead dol phi ns and
marine |life washing up on the shore, but |
al so think there is a problemw th the sonic
testing killing nassive anounts of sea life
and |ife just ending up dead on the fl oor
out of sight because this testing wll be
taken in pretty deep water.

So, there's probably 99 percent of the
killing that you wll never see. In 1976,
we had a big plank that blew off the coast
here, and we started, it was early in the
season, about this tinme, we started diving
and there was a |ayer of plank, a mgration
of plank, and they all died off and settl ed
down to the bottom and oxygen | evel s dropped
down to zero.

Now, people who went fishing for blue
fish did not think much about it or didn't
know about it because they were still
catching blue fish. But, as divers, we got
out there and we saw the |obsters all out of
their holes, clans were all dead, all the

crabs were dead on the ocean bottom
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Anything without a swmline was dead.

So, besides the obvious dead life,
there's also the potential to see or have
much |ife dead and unknown to peopl e.

| think that's it.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

M. Dickson.

MR DICKSON. |I'mreading this for
Assenbl ynman M Keon.

The evasi ve procedure of bl asting
pul sati ng shocks of noise | oud enough to
penetrate deep into the sea flat across vast
ocean area to search for oil and gas
reservoirs woul d degrade water quality and
mari ne habitat putting scores of sea life at
risk.

Seismic exploration could also hurt
comercial fisheries and prevent other clean
ocean uses |like surfing, and boating, and
other fornms of coastal tourismthat would
cone to a hault when the surveys are
ongoi ng.

The Jersey Shore is the life |ine of
our state's billion dollar tourismand

recreation industry that generates about
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1 72,000 jobs. Seismc surveys and the result
2 in offshore oil drilling in the Atlantic
3 Seaboard woul d put our coastal econony in
4 peril. 1t also cannot risk further
5 contam nati on of our ocean with possible oil
6 spills. The worst environnental catastrophe
7 In U S. history caused by an expl osion on a
8 BP rig in the Gulf has shown us that oil and
9 water are a deadly m x.
10 New Jersey's 127,000 mle coastline and
11 our high w nds nmake our state a natural
12 resource for harvesting an abundance of w nd
13 power. We should continue to tap into
14 renewabl e and cl ean energy sources in the
15 outer shelf, which is wnd, water, and
16 currents as an extension of our state's
17 sound environnental and cl ean energy policy
18 t hat have the overwhel m ng mandate of our
19 citizens.
20 O fshore drilling for oil off the
21 Atlantic Coast would reverse our progress in
22 that direction. | heard President Obanma had
23 called for a plan in seismc exploration and
24 has pl aced a permanent ban on offshore
25 drilling on the Atlantic Coast.
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1 MR. BENNETT: |s there anyone el se who
2 wuld like to address the panel ?

3 MR. BEASLEY: Geg Beasley, |I'm

4 Presi dent of Atlantic County.

5 | just think it's a very interesting

6 process that you fol ks cane down here, and |
7 guess the assum ng framework for this, |

8 guess, is that sonebody's thinking about

9 drilling for oil offshore. Therefore, we're
10 going to test.

11 Now, | think that's putting the cart

12 before the horse, actually.

13 | have a question about this chart

14 her e.

15 "' m 1 ooking at these lines for the

16 different planning areas. Now, can you tell
17 ne is the water going to stay in those

18 borders, and the marine life, are they all
19 going to stay there, or is that not in the
20 pl an?
21 Just a question that |'mthinking
22 about .
23 VWhat |'d like to say is what really
24 needs to be done is the people need to be
25 asked can we drill off these shores, off
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t hese beautiful coastlines, and | think the
answer to that is it's not an appropriate
occurance economcally. And | think the
real question is to drill or not to drill,
and not to test or not to test.

Now, if you ask us if we wll approve
drilling, we will say no. W're definitely
opposed to drilling off our beautiful
coastlines. And if we say no to drilling,
then there's no reason for testing.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

Does anyone el se wi sh to speak?

Not hearing any, | want to rem nd
everyone that the coment period is open
until the end of May and we will take into
consideration the possibility of extending
it.

We appreci ate everyone bei ng here.

Wth that, we wll conclude the
nmeet i ng.
Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the neeting concluded at,

approxi mately, 5:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Maryellen DeFeo, a Notary Public and
Pr of essi onal Shorthand Reporter, do hereby state
that the foregoing is a true and accurate
transcript of the testinony as taken
stenographically by and before ne at the tine,
pl ace and on the date herei nbefore set forth.

| do further state that | amneither a
relative nor enpl oyee nor attorney nor counsel of
any of the parties to this action, and that | am
neither a relative nor enployee of such attorney
or counsel and that | amnot financially

interested in this action.

Maryel | en DeFeo

Notary Public, State of New Jersey
My conm ssion expires 6/5/2015
Certificate No. 2178570

Dat e: 05/10/ 2012
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