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Welcome to the inaugural issue of the BOEM Bulletin.  As one of 
our stakeholders, we want to make sure that you are well-
informed of our work on a regular basis.  In the past, you have 
received items of interest from us such as press releases as we 
have transitioned from the former Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE) to BOEM 
along with our sister agency, the Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement (BSEE).   
  

In the BOEM Bulletin each month, you will find items that may not 
be the topic of a  press release from our agency but may help you 
stay aware of our ongoing activities.  On this message page, you 
will also find a link to our archived press releases, listings of 
upcoming hearings and other notices.   
 
These past few months since our reorganization have been busy at BOEM.  With our mission of 
balancing responsible management of ocean resources and economic development with protection of 
the environment, we see new challenges and new opportunities to communicate  As always, we look 
forward to your feedback on the Bulletin as a communications tool and on our work throughout the 
Outer Continental Shelf.  Please let us know how BOEM can best serve your organization.    
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tommy P. Beaudreau 
Director, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
  

 

Ocean Research  
Recently Completed BOEM Studies  

  
BOEM plans, conducts and oversees world-class scientific 
research to inform policy decisions for management of 
Outer Continental Shelf energy and mineral resources. The 
Environmental Studies Program, the bureau's scientific 
backbone, was established in 1973 and covers a broad 
range of disciplines including physical oceanography, 
atmospheric sciences, biology, protected species,social 
sciences and economics, submerged cultural resources and 
the environmental effects of energy development. With more 
than 2,000 completed studies available in its Environmental 
Studies Program Information System, or ESPIS, the studies 
program delivers information for future energy policy decisions.   
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109327818637&s=1942&e=001kvecRQjTamSJytJ1-NLfBUoscivOatlntUxThQrLyuISNb3yHew2dSWZqRM_X9tN35EeQ3ERRj0Ba1BBfwUhAQsCW43OpK19QwT5XBncwtTev7BBd45wHkCZ6Nc8SeFN-sKR28tvA1d_i2i42Ap4M3Aqb_R4S8vmE-vcoHPftJFe6U_ywIhuLLKLsi1vw-LaogY5qERXx1c=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109327818637&s=1942&e=001kvecRQjTamTh33_rJCN9m4rJP1YHT9RDdJOJouPdfThzMOONss_A-TNy7TiTMfSFP_HfpSIwKnlL-GTnkqBoumHqQ1FrHmWDQwBcUFsJFjNaLtBHjKZMWB_LVIJT2C21xfDeC_epXsFPiUQCjJU6igx_4ewTYNMWkNUDBwu0o0bSBBinikCSpTN8YUYdvBPCsIGN8_S2_7o=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109327818637&s=1942&e=001kvecRQjTamRcDzaUz8mShv2ghlqYk42l2U5Iz6ChTtt68IPN8zoCeGxZpLzeQ_lp17uokF47waed1bd5M-j1Pi8Ohz0CHdRqg1hBFIFq3bslRhtBSH9NOyokyd5kZIhSzXqB5c6KHJtiy4EaAA0_tYu1nYBsah_l9yR7SdoBSYrZL5aDHeHWeIUft2IeCe7ZewDnyvTZTkY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109327818637&s=1942&e=001kvecRQjTamRPp--5F2qW_KYcPrP9yYiPisEZW0vBth4uiqq3zKCzP7TnfRe4Sr4orPQ7CkZsn6T6Wj7nDuQwDZjb9yS52-FNCMq74oulrLQ6by604UTwqrBRuLnvAUmF7uxIG8FXCeWF7vtHl2VHlyH9-8bm9wyV-pbHyGH4h_Y=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109327818637&s=1942&e=001kvecRQjTamStvL91eEwuNRug9JiQkBobJ_hmiIkncx7vqW5hLqq67E41AsBqmRCZabtbUHUGa4dgL1pMPFCE6gECBVtj_9bY7m07C2PgYDi3F03EC4I_uN-WE4mqP137myqj-ujB9XSMP9xk30oaFr0PL2IVUzID
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109327818637&s=1942&e=001kvecRQjTamThDAa4ud49W2svNi1KFFX1lOahJ971h4o-kfO8BxhhgfueQAf95-cuKcxwlNdQRNVEf9yW9aKT8CmBHzi5fTsME1eHftDeHOUdxCZs0U5ghn8-K8aa4SOSbwaGr4QgqX7KTt12X4BhucweT_XLwOvbZmiP6Hp_QyUO88wR2H5EgD4qNqzKzbLORxswfUhGSio=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109327818637&s=1942&e=001kvecRQjTamThDAa4ud49W2svNi1KFFX1lOahJ971h4o-kfO8BxhhgfueQAf95-cuKcxwlNdQRNVEf9yW9aKT8CmBHzi5fTsME1eHftDeHOUdxCZs0U5ghn8-K8aa4SOSbwaGr4QgqX7KTt12X4BhucweT_XLwOvbZmiP6Hp_QyUO88wR2H5EgD4qNqzKzbLORxswfUhGSio=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109327818637&s=1942&e=001kvecRQjTamQSxnJ73sbpfNeYvamHNQ7MlpqNFKFjZmKPeR5EeES0ShB3li3oY2SPwz1eNrMGXDvwvYb5wjJr40n7zPBEYUp_h-7QRcU8VXibJSt_nWRcSQICaRdIoSVYcgFGa5Hl4iqs12BVk7rBUrAKXm3c6xUQPB4JRaZG-cm5dJ31Ne4EkDRqdFWp3DeC0cg-PsuwxfY=
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For a summary of recently completed studies, click on the titles below:The Literature Synthesis for the 
North and Central Atlantic Ocean,posted in January 2012, is relevant to potential renewable energy 
development on the Atlantic Coast. The most recent synthesis of physical oceanographic information 
in the U.S. Atlantic Coast conducted for BOEM was in 1992 and indicated information gaps. With 
advances of knowledge since then, BOEM commissioned a synthesis of current knowledge to help in 
understanding the unique and varied oceanographic resources in the study area and in analyzing how 
they will be able to respond to potential renewable energy development.  
  
As part of the bureau's historic preservation program, BOEM posted a completed study in 2011 that 
examined The Impact of Recent Hurricane Activity on Historic Shipwrecks in the Gulf of Mexico to 
gauge the effects of the massive forces associated with Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005 on 
deepwater shipwrecks. The magnitude of damage to the offshore petroleum and gas infrastructure 
raised questions within BOEM's Historic Preservation Program as to the potential environmental 
effects to shipwrecks lying on or embedded in the seabed. A key finding indicated that the damage 
caused by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita to the primary study wrecks was substantially less than 
anticipated due to protection from burial in the seabed.     
  
A BOEM Pacific regional report titled Determining the Potential Effects of Artificial Lighting from Pacific 
Outer Continental Shelf (POCS) Region Oil and Gas Facilities on Migrating Birds will help to evaluate 
the strategies for reducing or avoiding the impacts of nighttime lighting from energy sources on 
migratory birds. This study examined adverse effects on birds such as collision, disorientation from 
illumination and an increased vulnerability to predators thought to occur as a result of nighttime lighting 
of offshore oil and gas platforms. During hundreds of hours of field observations on platforms offshore 
California, no negative effects of platform lighting on migratory birds were observed, and bird 
interactions appear to be infrequent occurrences.  
  
To receive announcements of new study awards and completions, please send an e-mail to 
BOEMPublicAffairs@boem.gov and use "Studies" in the subject line. 
__________________________________________________________________________   
  

Applied Science for Informed Decisions on Ocean Energy   
  

 

 About BOEM 
 
As part of the Department of the Interior, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) manages 
the exploration and development of the nation's offshore energy and mineral resources. The bureau 
seeks to balance economic development, energy independence, and environmental protection through 
responsible management of offshore conventional and renewable energy development based on the 
best available science.  

For more information, please visit:  www.BOEM.gov  
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